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After 12 hours, three coal
miners still trapped inside
a mine in Harnai

OIC moot: Qureshi urges
end to ‘outside interference’
in Muslim world

Palestinians,

Pnme Minister Imran Khan
delivered a keynote address at the
inaugural session of the 4&th
Council of Foreign Ministers
(CFM of Crgamisation of Islamic
Cooperation (O} at  the
Parliament House in Islamabad on
Tuesday

While talking about the OIC's
rode, he said, "We have failed both
the Palestinians and the people of
Kashmir, 1 am sad to say that we
have been able 1o make no impact
at all "

The premier said Western coun-
tries did "not take the O1C serious-
Iv" because "we are a divided house
and those powers know it

"We {I\Auslims} are 1.5 hillion

cople and vet our vorce to stop this
EIaTant injustice 15 insignificant.”

PM Imran said international law
was on the side of the people of
Palestine and Kashmir, ac!lding that
the United MNations Security
Council's resolutions backed the
nght of the Kashmins to self-deter-
mination  through a  plebiscite.
However, the intemational commu-
mity never ensured that right was
given, he said

Referring to India's stripfuing of
accupied Kashmir's special status

in August 20019, he said "nothin
happened because they {India} feels
noil.%ressure )

hev feel we can just [Lpass] ]
resolution and then [zo] back 1o our
usual business "He cautioned that
unless the OIC was united on core
issues, human nights abuses would
keep ha pening such as the "day-
hzht robbery in Palesting”

“The only hope | have is that for
the first ttime because of social
media, there 15 awareness in
Weatern countries. Much more than
the O1C, it 15 the mobile phone and
the spread of information of the
injustices  being  done o the
Palestinians ... af the moment, that
is iI|I1E‘ best way to protect them, not

us

He said India was changing the
demozraphy in occupied Rashmir
by bringing in settlers from outside
but "no one has pushed about it
because they think we are ineffec-

tive

The PM began his speech con-
arpoulating the Muslim world Tor
the recent adoption of a resolution
against Islamophobia by the United

ations General Asgzemblv
(UMNGA), that proclaims March 15
as International Day 1o Combat

OIC moot: Qureshi urges
end to ‘outside interference’
in Muslim world

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Mimster Shah Mahmood Qureshi on Tuesday
called on the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (O1C) member states to
“prevent cutside interference in the Muslim World” ]

In his speech at the 48th session of the Council of Foreizn Ministers
(CFM) of Oreanisation of lslamic Cooperation (OLC), Qureshi said, "We
alone can find solutions to internal fissures and challenges.”

Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi urged the OIC 1o forge a col-
lective response 10 meel challenges faced by the Muslim Ummah, He said
the OIC is the collective voice of nearly two billion Muslims. It is a bridee
amongst the Muslim countries and the international community.
Promaoting solidarity and cooperation within the Muslim Ummabh is one of
the central pillars of Pakistan's foreign policy. He said Pakistan's overar-
ching goal as chairman of the 48th session of the OIC meeting shall be to
further solidify the cooperation amongst the Muslim countries

The key to ending these conflicts and disputes is comprehensive
engagement and cooperation among the Tslamic countries,” he added

e foreign minister said the world is wilnessing unprecedented turbu-
lence The recent conflict in Ukraine, which has rekindled East-West ten-
gions, threatens international peace and security, he pointed out.

“A new and destabilizing global arms race is underway. Conflicts,
among and within nations, have proliferated. Political and military blocs
are vying for more power at the cost of global equilibrium INP

[ £ f‘ .'i'

ISLAMABAD: Chinese Foreign minister Wang Yi speaks durin
the 48th session of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (O1C
Council of Foreign Ministers, in Parliament House.

PTI completely isolated, no longer

enjoys support of allies: Fazl

KARACHE Head of Pakistan Democratic Movement (PDM) Maulana
Fazlur Rehman on Tuesday claimed that Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insal (PT1)
government is 1solated and no longer enjoys support of its coalition part-
ners
_ Talking to media persons along with Khalid Maqlbuul Stddigu atter vis-
iting of MOM-P's Bahadurabad office, Fazlur Rehman said that opposi-
ton bas complete understanding with MOM-P; however, the latter will
take one more day to announce its decision regarding no confidence
motion against Prime Minister Imran Khan

He further said that no-trust move has been submitted in the assembly
and he 15 fully satisfied with the response he received from his hosts, The
opposition’s Teader was also certain of motion’s success

n the occasion, Khalid Magbool Siddigun said that MOM-P respects
JUE-F head and his presence and guidance has provided them with
COUTage

Earlier, Fazlur Rehman visited headquarters of MOM-P to seek party’s
support tor opposition’s no-gonfidence motion agamst Prime Minister
Imran Khan

Khalid Magbool Siddigui and other members of the Rabta committee
welcomed the opposition leader upon his armival at Bhadurabad office

Matters relating to evolving political situation as well as no-confidence
motion will be discussed.

Omn the other hand, a joint opposition delegation also called on MOM-P
beaders in lslamabad on Monday night )

According to sources, the meeting between the opposinon delegabon
and MOM-P leaders Amir Khan, Waseem Akhtar and Amin-ul-Haq was
held in the Parliament Lodues : . :

The opposition delegation compnsed of Balochistan National Party-
Mengal (BNP-M) chairman Sardar Akhtar Mengal, Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) leaders Ahsan lgbal, Ayaz Sadig, Rana
Sanaullah and Khawaja Saad Rafiq and Pakistan People’s Party stalwarts

Khursheed Shah and Suhail Anwar Sial INP

“Policy towards opposition did
after removal of

\ 1]

interference in opposi-
tron constituencies ., he

Manan Mandokhail lamented during the
Balochistan -‘!'L_F“?“:ihl}'
session  on  Tuesday.

QUETT A : The session of Lh}c
Parliamentary leader. gassembly began here
Balochistan  National with deputy speaker
Party (Mengal). Malik Sardar Bahar
Naseer Shahwani has  Muysakhail in the chair,
sald present govern- | awmakers from treas-
ment’s policy towards ,ry  and  opposition
“FP%'“‘:’“ has  not penches  thoroughly
changed after  the discussed the law and
removal of the former order situation, devel-
chief minister. Jam  gpment projects, and
Kamal Khan. other issues relating to

“MNothing  changed  ihe province.

atter removal of Jam “This government
Kamal in terms of

should announce a spe-

'e have failed Kashmiris and
'"PM Imran tells OIC moot

Izslamophobia.

He smd the world was now real-
ising that Islamophobia was a real-
ity and more needed to be done to
combat it "Why was Islam eguated
with terrorism™ Imran questioned.
and referred to the Chnstchurch
attack on a mosque As a conse-
quence of this sterectyping.

"Onee that happens, how 15 the
man in the street in Western coun-
tries, how 15 he supposed fo differ-
entiate between a moderate Muslim
and a radical Muslim? Hence, this
man walks into a8 mosgue and
shoots everyone he could.”

The pnme mimster sad it was
unfortunate that the Mushim world
was not able to combat this image
of Mushms, "What should have
been done wasn't; the heads of
Muslim countries should have
taken astand on this. Unfortunately
this narrative of lslamic terrorism,
Islamic radicalisation, this narma-
tive went on unchecked.”

In response to this. wave of
Islamophobia, PM Imran sad,
some Muslim heads of state said
they were moderate Muslims
"When you say this, you automati-
cally sav there are some extremist
Muslims "Web Desk

Saudi FM
calls on General
Bajwa;
discusses variety
of issues: ISPR

RAWALPINDI Foreign
Mirster {(FM) of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia (KSA)  Prince
Faizal bin Farhan Al- Saud met
with Chief of the Army Siaff
{COAS) General Qamar Javed
Bajwa on Tuesday

According to the statement
issued by the Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR), matters
of mutual interest, situation n
the region, particularly m
Afghanistan, came under discus-
sion at the meetmg. “Both also
discussed the promotion of
defence ties between the two
countries,” reads the statement.

Speaking on the occasion, the
COAS sard that Pakistan held its
hustorical and brotherly relabions
with the kingdom i high esteem
“We acknowledge the country’s
central role in the Islamic
world,” he said, and added for
peace and stability i the world,
it was imperative that the 155ues
confronting  the world were
resolved

The Saudi FM. on the other
hand, praised Pakistan’s role in
Afzhanistan

e was particularly apprecia-
tive of the way the country had
managed its border with its
nei\-__rhﬁ-nu:‘ stretching over thou-
sands of kilometers.

He also appreciated the hospi-
tality offered by the govemment
of Fakistan to the dignitaries vis-
iting the country to attend the
foreign mimster’s meetmg of the
Orgamsation of  Tslamic
Cooperation (OIC) i
Islamabad TNP

I congratulate
two persons
involved in bid to
foil the conference:
FAWAD

ISLAMABAD - Federal minis-
fer or information and
Broadeasting  FawadChaudarvhas
said 2nd meeting of OIC foreign
ministers in three months is an
achievement of’ Pakistan

He has sard 1t is great achieve-
ment of PM Imran khan to host
OIC conference.

He told that 32 forergn ministers
and 700 delegates are participatimg
in the meeting.

Delegates have come to attend
the mesting ignoring our political
situation, said the Fawad Ch

Federal minister said that, he
congratulates the opposition par-
ties especially those who made bid
to fail the conference that the fer-
ence 15 going on successfully
Opposition and  particularly  two
persons made special bads that the
conference 1% sabotaged Online

i = - |
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister lmran Khan addressing at the inaugural session of 48th O1C Foreign
Ministers” Conference,

After 12 hours, three coal miners still
trapped inside a mine in Harnai

Hanif Tareen, News Desk

HARMNAL After 12 hours, three
coal miners are sull trapped inside
a min2 in the Harnai district of
Balochistan. Six coal miners were
trapped after a methane gas explo-
sion in the Zarghoon Ghar area of
the district “Rescue workers have
reduced three miners”, XHardar
Rafique Tareen, Deputy
Commissioner Harma told Cluetta
Yoice

“Three coal miners are still
trapped”, the Deputy
Commizsioner imformed. A rescue
oparation was underway in the
Zarghoon Ghar area to make sure
the unhurt recovery of the trapped
miners. Despite repeated calls
from the district administration,
the Provincial [izaster
Management Authority (FDMA)

rescue team reached Harnar after
16 hours

Rescue workers and medical
professionals outside the coal mine
where three miners are trapped

“The PDMA and nmunes and min-
erals department’s team arrived
after 10 hours delay™, Levies

“The PDMA and mines and min-
eralz department’s team arrived
after 10 hours delayv™, a local levies
official told this scribe. He
requested anonymity since he was
not authorized to speak 1o the
media. The miners reduced earlier
in the morning were shifted o the
district  headquarters  hospital
Harmmai for medical treatment

“Reéscus workers are now facing
difficulties to recover the trapped
miners as the night falls”. Sardar
Rafique Tareen mentioned. A team
of PPHI medical professionals led
by D

Daweod was also on the

=y

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister of Saudi Arabia Prince Faisal bin

Farhan

Al Saund addressing doring the 48th session of the OIC

Council of Foreign Ministers at Parliament House in Federal Capital,

Six coal miners injured in a
gas blast in Harnai

Hanif Tareen

. HARNATL A least six coal miners were injured in a methane zas blast
in Balochistan™s Harnai district on Tuesday moming, Sardar N'!Ls'f'l.'-trt'lrrl;-lri
Raﬁr.(]] Tareen, Dcﬁmt}' Commissioner Harmai said that the incident hap-

pened in the Za

oon Ghar area of Hamai

Mr. Tareen said the coal miners were extracting coal from the mine when
there was a blast. All six miners were injured as a result of the blast. The
injured coal miners were rushed to district headquarters hospital Harnai for
medical treatment. However, three coal miners are still trapped inside the
mine, “Rescue operation is underway to rescue the trapped miners”, Mr

Tareen said

PDMA approached to provided rescue team: L'!eFun- Commissioner

“We have approached the rescue team o

Provincial Disaster

Managemenl Authority (o make sure unhurt recovery of trapped miners”,

the OC informed, A large
number of people and coal
miners from nearby minesly,
gathered at the affected
mine.

This incident has come ag
day after three coal miners
were injured in a similar
methane sas explosion in g
the Dukki area  of
Balochistan, Methane gas®’
explosions mside coal mines
of Balochistan have claimed '
scores of precious  huma
lives in Hamai, Dukk, s
Mach, Quetta and  other SSS
parts of Balochistan.

cge'
Jam”, Shahwani

ed

eople
opment  projects

cies. “Still there

stituencies”,
Shahwani said.

had

cial package for the

recalled that non-elect-
1 WErc aiven
funds to launch devel-

opposition constituen-

inference in our con-
Mr.

It may be mentioned
here that BNP Mengal
played a crucial
role in removing for-
mer chief minister, Jam
Famal Khan through a
no-confidence motion

spot to assist the rescue efforts, the
Deputy Commissicner statag
Rights groups concemed over
the incident Rights groups have
expressed serious concern over
increasing incidents of coal mines
in Dukkr and other parts of
RBalochistan, “This is a human
tragedy, every day péople are
dving”, Habib Tahir Advocate, the

Chairman Human Rights
Commiission of Pakistan
Balochistan Chapter said  He

demanded of the povernment to
implement the mining rules and act
and protect the lives of the hapless
coal miners. Poor working condi-
tions inside coal mines have
claimead thousands of precious
human lives. Such incidents are the
arder of the day in Dukki, Hamas,
Mach, Sorange, Degan, and other
coal reservoirs-nich parts of the
I:II'{J‘\.'][ICI':'

Opposition now will
clean-bowl! Imran
Khan. claims
Hamza Shehbaz

LAHORE. Opposition Leader in
Punjab Assembly Hamza Shehbaz
on Tuesday asked Prime Minister
Imran Khan to descend from the
hills of Banigala and listen 1o the
grievances of people, :

During a media talk after
appl:ar_lnﬁ:_bc&mrc an acceountability
court in Lahore, Hamza Shehbaz,
who is also a leader of Pakistan
Mushim League-Nawaz {PML-MN,
asked the prime mimster to go to
the public and know what people
thought of him

“Now the same ‘voice of con-
science’ has cawsed |lmran Khan
Miaz to have sleepless mghts,”
said Hamza Shehbaz and criticised
the prime mimster for saying that
the marria;ires of the children of
p&nEie woutld not take place

“Every parliamentanan has the
constitutional night to wvole,” he
said and lambasted the prime min-
ister for hurling threats at the elect-
ed members of the nation

“Political leaders care For the

ublic. But vou are set to flee into
am%a!a, Hamza stated

“The nation gave you [lmran
Khan} four vears. Dhd you build
five million houses? Did you pro-
vide 10 mallion jobs™ he gues-
troned.

“You [Slmran Ehan] ask from
Shehbaz Shant about money laun-
dering despite the fact you have
aot no evidence,” he added

Hamza also blamed the pnme
minister for regulansing the illegal
encroachments in Banigala and
added: * 'ﬁ'tmuéfmran Fohan] used to
boast so loudly 1n the past. Now;
vou arg in the gnp of the God's
wrath ™

He maintained that the nation
could not bear Imran Khan any-
more, adding that the no-confi-
dence motion would clinch a
ll'mlril}ln::', viclory

“When our long march amives in
Islamabad, we will show you
[Imran KHHIIE how a biz public
meeting 15 held,” he said lﬂl!‘

in October 2021,

constituencies of oppo- C']:_I]F(I(]:ilﬁﬂl‘l leader,
sition™, Malik Naseer Mali Sikandar
Shahwani stated. He Advocate also demand-

ed of the government to
include development
schemes for opposition
constituencies, “We
suffered for three
IS }-'f.'.arﬁ, now weé want our
rights”, he said. _

uring the session
convened to discuss
proposals for the forth-
coming financial budg-
et, CM Balochistan Mir
?Iuddusl Bizenjo and
t ma)ority

in

e of the
Trfaﬁul'}' members were
absent.




EDITORIAL  visom

Editor Asim Khan

The tragic demise of 8-year

old Almas Khan

The tragic demise of an eight-year-old boy, Almas Khan has shocked
and saddened people. The dead body of Almas Khan was retrieved after
15-hours from the well in Balochistan’s Killa Saifullah district. The
broken parents and Tamily members of the victim suffered from a dumb
agony during the rescue operation. - _

Despite repeated calls, the rescue team of the Provincial Disaster
Management Authority (PDMA) reached the spot of the incident after
10 hours. This was unacceptable given the sensitivity of the case, which
required an urged 1'¢?ptuns¢. Human life was lost because of the delayed

response of the PDMA,

bdul Hadi. the broken father of Almas Khan lamented had the
PDMA rescue team arrived on time, the life of his son would have been
saved. The video of the rescue operation was on air on social media for
the whole day. Unfortunately, the mainstream media also gave a cold

shoulder to the story,

Neither the Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir Quddus Bizenjo nor
other concerned quarters took notice of the tragic incident.

Neither the Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir Quddus Bizenjo nor
other concerned quarters took notice of the tragic incident. This is not
the first time that such an incident has taken a place. Thanks to the
mushroom growth of social media that highlighted the tragic incident.
Otherwise, 50 many incidents have gone unnoticed in Balochistan,

The portfolio of the PDMA is with the CM Balochistan. The authori-
ty needs complete overhauling in terms of equipment. training, and

manpower, Bitter fact, the authority is famous for

ing white-elephant

in the time of natural disasters. Look at the irony, officers from the edu-

cation and health have also been

osted in the

Balochistan prone to all-natural disasters

Balochistan is

PDMA.

rone to natural disasters. The PDMA should go

beyvond a few trucks and some selected officers rather it should evolve
a befter mechanism to tackle future emergency situations. Quetta and
other parts of Balochistan have already faced earthquakes, floods, and
drought-hut-like situations. For this, PDMA should be made an effective
authority to make sure timely response in the ime of any incident.

To be [}Inrf:cise, the heartbreaking incident involving the demise of

Almas K

an has exposed the commitment and capacity of the PDMA.

Significance of Strong
School Culture

Strong school culture
guarantees guality edu-
cation, which enables
students to compete on
national and internation-
al levels. Teachers. par-
ents, society, and stu-
dents’ close coordina-
fion  ensure a slrong
school culture

Khan Abdul Ghaffar
Khan, commonly known
as the Bacha Khan
termed educating pengl_e
as a sacred cause. This
was one of the underly-
ing reasons  behind
E " h % b e 71
Pukhtoonkhwa's
improved education
indicator as compared to
Sindh and Balochistan,
Although, Punjab has
made considerable
progress in improving
its key social indicators.

According to the cur-
rent comprehensive
studies of both educa-
tionists and anthropolo-
gists  revealed  that
strong school culture is
an intensely held and
widely shared norms,
unwritten rules, assump-
tions, and unspoken
beliefs that shape and
narrate how its members
think and do their jobs
However, the prime and
first member of the
school culture is the stu-
dent which 15 the foun-

dational bedrock of all
EvVents

On one hand, the
teacher is the second
rominent and so-called
vackbone of the educa-
tion  system, On  the
other hand, parents and
community are  the
assisting aspects in the
school culture.
Therefore, a strong cul-
ture is a fundamental
requirement for making
a smooth social climate
inside the school that is
completely intended 1o
provide a safe and car-
ing  environment for
high learning and give a
mutual sense of owner-
ship 1o all participants
as well The following
culture also demands a
significant intellectual
climate by promoting

- = !

modern  ansights  into
teaching and learning in
the school
Subsequently, a positive
and robust culture blind-
Iy follows the predeter-
mined rules and policies
irrespective of any sort
of affiliation. The other
feature of culture is that
it stands for a decent
structure  for  giving
teachers, staff, students
a voice in, solving prob-
lems and takinﬁ, and
sharing responsibilities
and decisions. Last but
not the leasi, an effec-
tive culture also pro-
vides the frame of part-
nership to join the stu-
dent with the teacher, a
teacher with the teacher,
parents with a teacher,
and the school as a
whole with the commu-

nity.

By and large, such
progressive cullure pro-
vides a testimonial
sense of identity to all
connecting factors. This
kind of mutual 1dentity
cement the elements of
commitment among all
participants  to ook
towards high horizons
instead of self-interests,
Consequently, it regu-
larized the maoral behav-
ioral  standards by
avoiding all mental tur-
moil and bringing the
center  of  education
under  wigilant  social
control to work only for
promoting the essence
of guality teaching and
learnin Keeping in
mind all the aforesaid
scenarios of the strong
education culture, how-
ever, Balochistan’s edu-
cation system is entirely
waorking in an obsolete
manner The most
prominent aspects of
school culture in the
form of student, teacher,
parents, the community
i5 absent from the early
front of decent school
culture. There is a huge
vacuum Between 4 sto-
dent and the teacher
The teacher does not
feel bothered to exam-
ine and identify the cog-
nitive abilities of a stu-

dent. Same as the stu-
dent always opts to the
path of escapism instead
of asking the instructor

More importantly, the
parent’s contribution is
Just equal o zero-sum
addition, There is a lack
of honest and open com-
munication between a
teacher and parents.
They do not come
logether as & collective
body 1o discuss the val-
ues and goals of school
culture in education.
While school culture is
a widely shared phe-
nomenon  that directly
demands the involve-
ment of all actors in the
decision-makin
process that is schoo
colture. It 15 a firm
belief among all the
educationists that the
school culture cannot be
run bi; any single ndi-
vidual, Tn addition, 1t
always required collec-
five effective measure-
ments only to deliver
the mzoal of guality
teaching and meaningful
learning as a sole out-
come,

The writer is a Public
Policy Amnalyst  and
Lecturer at BUET,
Khuzdar. You can ac
cess  him: svedmans
oorahmeddagmail.com

Don’t worry,

At a time when the
prime minister of the
country faces an existen-
tial political challenge,
Pakistan is hosting the
OIC foreign ministers’
meeting - as major an
international event as the
country  has hosted in
recent years

Im the davs leading up
to the OIC conference,
we learned that India had
launched a missile at

Pakistan apparently
erroneously n the
weekend that  foreign

ministers started landing

in  Pakistan, terrorists
were attacking Pakistani
soldiers in at least three

different locations.

By the time the OQIC
foreign ministers have
cleared out of Islamabad
al the end of the week
thousands of political
activists, and supporters
of the PTL, the JIL-F, the
PPP and the PML-N will
have begun to descend
upon D Chowk in the fed-
eral capital How these
poor people will manage
the transportation, food,
boarding and |odging for
their respective  heroic
journeys 15 either a credit
to the inflation busting
Imran Khan government,
or the miraculous benev-
olence of the Sufi saints
whose spirits are a source
of the near infinile bless-
ings this country extracts
and exploits the way our
furnaces bum fossil fuels
— like there 15 no tomor-

Tow. ;

‘Like there is no
tomorrow’ is also a pood
tazline for Pakistani 'Hecl-
sion-makers — no matter
what colour uniform they
wear, and no matter how
democratic they pretend
to be, Secure the personal
interest — like there is no

tomaorrow. Buy dollars —
like there is no tomorrow,
Issue government paper —
like there is no tomorrow.
Make deals with terrorists

like there s no tomor-
row. Reduce the price of
%amlnnp of petrol — like
there 15 mo [OFOrTow
Pretend Iran 15 as impor-
tant a5 Saudi Arsbia -
like there is no tomorrow
Declare a moratorium on
SECuUr collaboration
with the United States
{remember ‘abseclutely
not') — like there is no

tomorrosw. [ssue  anti-
CPEC staterments
(remember Razzak

Dawood) — like there 15
no tomerrow. But as sure-
Iy as we are all here now,
and as surely we will all
die one day, there will be
a tomorrow, What hap-
pens formorrow”’

PM Imran Khan may
of may oot survive the
vite of no-confidence,
but Pakistan will have to
pay for the buffoonery of
reducing the price of
pasoline. Pakistan will
also be paying the price
for other,” more global
buffoonery: decoupling,
supply chain disruptions,
post Covid-19 recovery
disruptions, and Viadimir
Putin’s  invasion  of
Ukraine.

Higher prices for fuel,
wheat, and other com-
modities, as well as the
upcoming Ramazan con-
sumption spike and price
hike, will all generate
substantial economic pain
for the Pakistani micro-
economy, Linprecedented
heatwaves during the
Holy Month, and unre-
lenting rigidity (both self-
imposed, and via residual
gifts of the Zia era) will
cause people to drop on
the street like flies. The

there iIs no tomorrow

declaration  of wvictory
against Covid-19 seems
early, and if it was to
make any kind of a come-
back statement, this
would certainly exacer-
bate what may be a very
Ealui‘ul late " spring in
akistan

Bﬁ the time we all
%]‘Ib adAllah)  celebrate
idul Fitr in the begin-
ning of May 2022, any
sane  or responsible
finance minister will need
to push for a significant
increase  in gasoling
prices — perhaps as much
as Rs25 per litre higher
than it is right now, The
images, tickers, tweets
and headlines from such a
price hike alone will sad-
dle either PM Khan or
whoever comes in o
replace him, with a per-
matent political crisis not
unlike the one that PM
Khan already faces

The 2022-2023 budget
exercise, no  matter
whether PM Khan is in
OWer, OF somebne else
as replaced him, will be
an exércise in semantics
only, There is no version
of a budeget that can be
debated  and  agreed
through May and June
this vear that will not
need to be replaced with a
new, revised budget with-
in the first two quarters of
the stast of new liscal
vaar on July 1, 2022

By August 2022 1f not
earlier, a fiscal and cur-
rent gecount deficit crisis
is Igcung to be the princi-
pal headache that faces
whoever 15 running
Pakistan ~ with the only
path out being major
injections of capital by
foreign entities (it tums
out that “sovereignty” is a
luxury that only buffoon-
proof economies cam

afford).

Between  now  amd
August 2023, when the
Taliban regime in Kabul
would have been in
power for a vear, the TTP
will be more empowered
and enabled than ever
before, The evidence for
this is manifest in dozens
of statements by both the
Afghan Taliban leader-
ship itself, and the series
of  recreant talks that
Pakistan has been holding
with the terrorst group
singe before the fall of
Kabul — as part of PM
Khan's conviction that
talking to terromists is bet-
ter than fighting them.

The trifecta terromnst
threat (TTP-Daesh-
Baloch separatisis)

Pakistan is now dealing
with s much maore com-
E’Iex than what fighters of
akistan’s first war on
terror (2007-2015) had to
contend with. Key ques-
tions they face include:

What is the degree to
which veterans of the first
war terronsts (like Lel)
have melted inta and inle-
wrated with Daesh?

Where are the foot sol-
diers of the remnants of
Kashmir-focused groups
like the LeT and JeM?
How have they been pre-
vented from going the
way llyas Kashmir and
athers of that ik went a la
Al Daeda?

How will Pakistam
public  opinion  be
maobilised to fight the sec-
ond war on terror with the
kind of extreme partisan-
ship and divisiveness that
will now paint the coun-
iy for as long as PM

an continwes (o he m
palitics?

. And, perhaps most
importantly,  as  the
Peshawar  Imambargah

By Mosharral Zaidi

terromist attack on Shias
demonstrated: how will
Pakistan defend the coun-
try from the sectarian
divide that is so easil
exploited by Pakistan’s
known eénemies (like
Daesh and Tndia) and hid-
den enemigs (hke those
entities and countries that
support terror in Pakistani
with one hand, while they
shake Pakistani leaders’
hands with the other)?

As the security situa-
tion in Pakistan worsens
{and it has been worsen-
ing since 2020}, the polit-
ical coherence of the
country is an ever-grow-
ing priority The coun-
try's ability to negotiate
favourable outcomes
alobally (such as at the
UM, or FATF, or SCOY, is
1n+:ream113[:11;e_ dependent
on the ability of those
governing the country to
act with the lemtimacy
and agency that Mows
naturally from a pre-
dictable and trusted polit-
ical compact at home.

The = compromised
2018 election did not do
the kind of damage to this
predictability and trust as
much 4s the curment insta-
hility is doing. And the
reason for this is simple:
the losers of the 2018
process showed that they
could step back and try to
nezotiate better outcomes
for themselves and their
olitical progeny. The
oser of 2021 — and it
looks |_|1vcn;:a!5|n%h' likely
that this will be Imran
Khan — will not be as
peaceful or gracious in
defeat. This undermines
the entire enlerphse of
the Pakistani republic,
iromcally  during  the
week that we celebrate
our sixty-fifth Republic
Day.

A crisis in the making

Ithough the
escalating
geopolitica

lension
between

Russia and Ukraine is
thousands of miles
daway from Pakistan, its
economic fallout has
started  spilling  into
Pakistan as well

While Pakistan is on
the path of recovery
from the Covid-19 pan-
demic, the ongoing
geopolitical  tensions
are likely to result in a
ﬁunr:r_al price increase,

eferiorating  current
account and fiscal bal-
ances, and stifling eco-
nomic growth

Historically, Pakistan
has had modest bilateral
econamic lies with bath
Russia and Ukraine. In
2021, the value of trade
with Russia was %711
millicn - including
$337 mullion in imports
from Russia Sitﬂi}ﬂﬂy.
bilateral trade between
Pakistan and Ukraine
was valued at $800 mil-
lion in 2021, with
Pakistan receiving $739
million in  imports
Consequently.
Pakistan’s wheal imporl
will be directly affected
by the crisis since it
arrives from Ukraine
and accounted for 39
percent of the country's
total imported wheat in
the previous fiscal year
Howewver, the indirect
cost of the crisis in
terms of global enernzy
and commodities sup-
ply chains s expected
to outweizgh Pakistan’s
direct trade losses with
Russia and Ulkraine.

By D Muhammad Abdul Kam
The conflict has rates
already shaken Government expendi-

economies across the
world  in numerous
ways.  For instance,
sanctions imposed by
the L'S and EBurope on
Russia are likely to dis-
rupt  energy  supplies
from the world's largest
supplier. A $10-20 per
barrel inerease in oil
prices over a few guar-
ters is projected to
deplete {-’akistan‘s
national reserves by 51-
2 billion, thus further
shrinking the country’s
purchasing power

Inflation in Pakistan
has already surpassed a
two-year high of around
10 percent, placing a
strain on the govern-
ment, which is fighting
multiple economic an
social fronts, This will
further aggravate the
inflationary  pressure
and hit ‘the consumers
badly, resulfing in the
rise of poverty and dis-
conlinuly in econopmic
policies.

Inflationary pressure
can lead to a wage-price
spiral, in which individ-
uals demand greater
wages (o megl nising
living costs, inducing
businesses  to  raise
prices across the board
to cover extra costs
From a macroeconomic
Ecrspc_ctivc, the central

ank is under pressure
to raise interest rates
even higher. This will
exacerbate  economic
instability, particularly
if inflation continues to
rise and the central
bank responds by dras-
tically raising interest

tures may reduce in real
lerms as a result of the
price hike and disrup-
tion in the food value
chain, decreasing the
number of government

services and develop-
ment SErct_:.
Furthermore, if busi-

nesses are apprehensive
that they will not be
able to raise prices
encugh to compensate
for higher wagzes, they
may ge compelled to
lay off their workforce,
resulting in increased
unemployment, A pro-
longed crisis poses a
greater danger of push-
ing the economy into
stagflation, which s
characterised as high
inflation combined with
slow economic growth

The government must
take measures to protect
the economy from the
potential effects of Lthe
current Russia-Ukraine
conflict. The economy
is already under strain
as a result of the gov-
ernment’s recent agree-
ment with the TMF (o
impose harsh conditions
such as the elimination
of tax exemptions, an
increase in the petrole-
um levy on fuel and
electricity  prices, and
the removal of fiscal
and monetary stumulus
for the industry,

A discourse  with
stakeholders and opin-
wen leaders in Pakistan
is required to devise a
comprehensive policy
to-avert the likely con-
sequences of the loom-
ing crisis

Taking the

several

n

I billion years
of  human
history,  the

last few cen-

furies have been dramatic
in terms of technological
development. The divide
between countries in this
context mitiated with the
first industrial revolution
Western Europe,
Australia, Canada, [U5A
and Japan moved ahead

with technological
change, leaving maost
other countries at the

Feriphe?' of the techno-
ogecal frontier, This left
widening inequalities in
access 1o opportunities,
goods and service. More
recently, China has subse-
uently been able to grow

aster and catch up
through  technological
knowledge, replication

and innovation.
Economic leadership is
all about technology, and
the evolution of tacgnﬂln-
gy is a function of creat-
ing ths r_|lgh|: circum-
stances echnological
progress has defined the
economic  strength  of
nations. Some time ago
while talking about tech-
nology, we all pictured
humans dashed behind
COMpULEr screens, pro-
rAMmMing lanpuages
evond the realm ol mers
mortals. We live inoa dra-
matically different world
today — one in which we
cannot imaging any busi-
ness or employment that
is not in some way nfle-
enced by technology.
Today's technologists
might found  drawing
an ndustrial building on
auto-cad, medical practi-
tioners diagnosing peo-
ple’s illnesses through
tele-medicine  thousands

of miles away, farmers on
a ractor carving new dig-
ial  farming  strategies,
engineers in 4 warchouse
building an e-commerce
platform or a student in a
university designing new
software for sharing edu-
cation resources in remote
areas of the couniry

We are now all technol-
opists, and our businesses
all involve technology,
The importance of tech-
nology 1n our lives cannod
be " overlooked in
Pakistan. It should be a
serious wake-up call for
the business community,
Farm  community  and
service  industry  to
embrace this new identity.

Policymakers would be
better off understanding
the techmology lesson
rather than trying Lo rely
on repeating tried recipes
which have gotten us
where we are today, It's
trendy to throw more
mongy in the system,
which will always result
in more inflation and
make people dependent
on sate help. If Pakistan
has o prosper, it 18 gomg
to have to be a technolog-
ical adaptor, if not a
teader, in all key sectors

Benefits of fechnology
adoption can help lift and
grow all sectors of our
economy. The only way o
drive sustained, real eco-
nomic growth is through
Emdumwily cains,  That

y its very  definition

means applying technolo-
gy, The only way 1o be
globally competifive and
increase  OUr  exports
across all sectors, while at
the same (Ime improving
the standard of living for
everyone, 5 through tech-
nodogy

Pakistan has become

technology route

known for punching much
below it weight, for a
country of 230 millicn
people. Let us consider
agriculture as an example.
Pakistan has truly lost is
advantage - abysmally
low productivity, colossal
wastape of perishables
from Farm to market and
untenable loss of water,
are astonishing facts
Taking advanlage of
new technologies in agri-
culture is the only way
forward agriculral
robots selecting and pick-
ing fruits and vegetables,

arfificial intelligence
analysing crop  data,
assessing plant disease
and soil  health, and

machines that improve

spraving, seeding  and
transportation  are  all
evolving  technologies

Robots which continuous-
Iy monitor and remove
weeds will significantly
reduce the use of pest-
cides and herbicides. Self-
driving weeding machines
conmetted to Al syslems
are being developed to
identify  and  destroy
weads using lasers

This 15 all imcredibly
exciting, driven by preci-
sion apriculture.
Countries  that develop
and adopt these technolo-
gies will be the ones that
will lead the world in
agniculture.  Unless  we
embrace these changes,
Pakistan's advantages in
agriculture would further
erode and fall behind
countries that have devel-
aped more sophisticated
technologies. This is quite
impartant.

“ertamly, the advem of
the Covid-19 pandemic,
climate change and the
more recent geo-political
uncertainties are all fac-

tors _accelerating  techno-
logical change. Changes
in_ workplaces  and
reliance away from fossil
fuels are happening
around the  worl
Lockdowns have led to a
working from home cul-
ture, improving labour
productivity by eliminai-
ing commuting time.
Development of robotics
has been dramatic and
accelerated as a result of
the restrictions imposed
by the pandemic,
Implementation of e-com-
merce and the digitisation
of the workplace is also
estimated to add up W
seven percent to produc-
tivity above trend accord-
ing o research by a glob-
al imvestment bank I:r']'hi:i
is quite striking,

When il comes to tech-
nology, intellectual prop-
erty rights and most
importantly their enforce-
ment cannot be overem-

hasized. While Pakistan
as the framework in
place, enforcement con-
tinues to remain a chal-
lenge, National innova-
tion systems, science and
mathematics  education
are all important factors
that contribute to 8 coun-
try’s ability to move up
the technology ladder
International comparative
analysis puts Pakistan at a
rank of 123 out of 158

countries _ on the
Readiness for Frontier
Technologies Index
( Technolog &

Innovation hqmﬂ 2021),
categorised  as  Clow’
Even Bangladesh ranks
112, in the lower middle
category. On different pil-
lars of the same index, we
stand at 146 on [CT rank-
ing, skills ar 146 and
finance at 132, Mot very

encouraging numbers, to
say the least

s worth mentioning
all these things as we
approach budget season.

dstan's federal budget
has to move beyond giv-
ing handouts. Great driv-
ers of the future, and in
particular the people who
will lift our living stan-
dards, are entrepreneurial
investors adapiing,
embracing and introduc-
ing new technologies
Growing living standards
ultimately depend on ris-
ing productivity, which is
a Tunction of technologi-
cal change. 1f  we
approach technology as a
low ranking issue, then
expect our high hiving
standards to stagnate for-
ther in the vears ahead
Budgets need 1o be sub-
stantively devoted to tech-
nological change

Pakistan can become a
quick adaptor of technolo-
gy, First, the country must
focus on areas where it
already enjoys & compara-
tive advantage, such as
agriculture, textiles and
IT Second, invention,
research and develop-
ment, and new industries
thrive in an environment
supportive of such entre-
prencurial activity — the
regulatory and tax envi-
ronment 15 eritically
important. Third, we must
debate  the technology
issues  Throughout the
budget-making  period
there is a focus on
whether the povernment
t5 providing enough fund-
ing for subsidies, markup
payments, creating hard
infrastructure or whether
benefits are sufficiently
generous for  remote
areas, We must realise, il
it wasn't

Addressing economic
distortions

he political
turmoil  arcund
the opposition’s
no-confidence
motion againgt the Imran
Khan  government s
unlikely (o be a short-lived
affair. 17 the motion suc-
ceeds, the PTT will be ouwl
on the streets, demonstral-
ing against is ouster And
if it fails, the opposition
will be carrving on their
campaign on the strests.
The casuvalty will be the
econotmy, which is alreads
o life support
That the economy 15
technically  bankrupt has
baen clear for more than a
vear now. Imports are the
expons and dollar income
from  slagnant exporis.
remittances and FDI s
barelv enough 1o finance
nsmng imports — with debd
servicing  needs  mel
through mare debt. On the
domestic front, federal rev-
enues — net of transfers (o
rovinces - are consumed
v debt  servicing and
defence, with a Emﬂ ol gov-
emment payroll and all of
development expendilure
mel through (more) debt
Pakistan has been rendered
a debi-strangled economy
This situation has arizén
because of government
policy choices over the last
four decades, and all gov-
ernments — military  and
civilian — are responsible,
Specifically, policies have
been driven by particular
vested interests, in direct
conflict wath the: interests
ol the naticnal economy.
Dominant constituents 1n
the corridors of power have
aligned themsalves,
domestically — with  the
irrlgurl. land. stock markel,
and pariicular industral

lobbies and, extemnally,
with imternational [inancial
inlerests,

This  unholy  alliance
appears 1o have been
formed during the 19805
and surfaced in the early
19005, The next decade
saw General Musharraf™s
SCONOMIC (2am. Compris-
ing the cream of talent rep-
reseniing these interests: if
has continued to be in
power for the last two
decades and is: confinuing
1o benalit their Forsign and
domestic princip;ﬁ's_ al
gnevous cost 1o the nation-
al economy

The depradations
wrought by domestic lob-
bies ~ and international

financial interests are well
known. Less known and
acknowledged 15 the dam-
age being caused by three
mdustries sugar, paper and
automobiles. Ay increase
in outpul is reflected in
GDP growth figures and
hailed as positive.
However. short-term
erowth can also couse aro-
sion of the economic base
in the long term A classic
example 15 that of felling
trees for sale, which is
recorded a5 a contribution
to GDP. but which leads to
deflorestation.

Sugarcane  producers
receive o guaranieed price,
which compares betier rel-
ative to other crops and
leads to greater than opti-
mal allocation of acreage
to sugarcane. Higher pro-
duction nf_s,Ligarcﬂne trans-
lates into higher production
of supar. Given the high
price paid oul (o sugarcane
producers, the price of
sugar produced by sugar
milis 15 higher than world
prce. The net result s sur-

By ki
plus outpul, but at higher
than world prices.

By the tme the follow-
ing vear's crops are ready
for harvesting, mill owners
decline 1o lilt the crop on
the arpument that ther
warchouses are [ull of
vester-vear's sugar ouipul
Suparcane farmers scream
“dhsaster” and mill owners
respond by demanding
eovernment subsidies 1o be
able 1o export the surplus
sugar. Farmers and mill
owners pocket the subsidy,
while the gpovemment s
lefl nursing the sugar sec-
for's contribution 1o . the

national  budzet deficit
Clearly. economic and
palitical rattonality
demands  limitng  the

acreage devoled 10 sugar-
cane,

Paper is the major raw
matenal Ffor the production
of any printed material,
including books. Pakistan’s
nead for paper is met I:Lrgi;-
Iy by imports and partly by
domestic production from
imported pulp. Standard
economic theory siates that
import duties on rw mate-
nal be lower than on the
final product. so as o pro-
mote local production and
employment, The cumrent
situation 13 the reverse:
import dutv om paper is
high, but books are import-
ed duty free

The high dutv on paper
profects  three  powerful
paper manufacturers in the
country, but books that can
be pnnted in the country
are orderad from abroad.
Even Urdu books are print-
ed abroad; given tha
importing books duty-free
costs less than local prini-
ing on duty-paid imported
paper.




CJCSC discusses defence,
security with Bahrain,
Azarbaijan military heads

EAWALPINDI-Chairma
n Joint Chiefs of Staff
Committes CGeneral
Madeem Faza on Tussday
held bilateral meetings
with Mimster of Defence
Azerbaijan  Colonel
General Zakir Hasanov
and Commander of the
Mational Guard of the
Kingdom of  Bahrain
CGeneral Sheikh Mohamed
Bin lza Al-Khalifa, at Joint
Stafl Headquarters, 15PR
spicl in a statement,

According 1o ISPR,
impaortant facas of defence
and security  relationship
between Pakistan  and
brother Muslim countries

came under discussion dur-
ing the meetings.

During  the meatings,
various areas of bilateral
cooperation and prevailing
regional environment par-
ticularly with reference
Afghanistan  were also
deliberated. The wvisiting
dignitanes landed the pro-
fessionalizm of Pakistan
Armead Forces and
acknowledged thear sacri-
fices in fight against terror-
ism. Earlier upon arnval at
Joint Staft Headguarters,
the dignitaries were pre-
sented Guard of Honour by
a smartly turned oul con-
tingent of Pakistan Armed

Forces According o 15PR,
impomant facets of defence
and security relationship
betwesn Pakistan  and
brother Muslim countries
came under discussion dur-
ing the meetngs,

During  the meetings,
various areas of bilateral
cooperation and prevailing
resional environient par-
ncularly with reference to
Afghanistan  were  also
defiberated.

The wvisiting digmitaries
lauded the professionalism
of Pakistan Armed Forces
and acknowledged their
sacrifices in E'l_gﬁl againsl
terronism Onling

Police arrest 13 suspects for
alleged murder of rice cracker
seller at Pattoki wedding

The Pumab police on
Tuesday arrested 13 sus-
pacts for the alleged mur-
der of a papad (rice crack-
et} seller during a wed-
ding in Pattoki, police
said.

According to the first
information report (FIR)
of the incident. the rice
cracker vendar,
Mohammad Ashraf, ot
o o dispute with guests
at o wedding procassion in
Pattoki, after which he
was  heaten up and
drageed inside the wed-
ding hall

e incident came 1o
the  limelight  when
footage, allegedly show-
mg Ashraf's body near a
seamingly _apathetic
crowd that continued eat-
ing at the wedding, went
viral on social media and
aroused public anger
the callousness on display

Pattoki Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(D8P} Asif Hanif told
DawnMewsTV the inci-
dent was "verv unfortu-
mate”. The DSP said he
formed teams when he pot
to know of the incident
and 13 suspects  were
arrested who were being
interrocated

Pumnjab Inspector
General of Police Rao
Sardar Ali Khan took
natice of the incident and
directed Kasur Dustrict
Police  Officer (DP(O)

Sohab Ashraf to immeadi-
ately arrest the culprits

ISLAMABAD: Secretary-General of O

The DPO  said the
olice had raided places at

anganpur, Pattoki and
Sarat Mughal last mght
and arrested 12 suspacts.
He said doctors had not
confirmed torture in the
initial post-mortem report
of the deceased and the
police were investigating
every aspect of the case.

DPO Ashraf added the
Punjab Forensic Scignce
Agency had collected evi-
dence from the scene and
the "real facts™ would
emerge after the final
reparl.

A spokesperson for the
F‘un'al}u olice, Osama
Mehmood, said Punjab
Chief Minister Usman
Buzdar and the IGP had
faken notice of the nci-
dent at night He added
that the DPFO was leading
the investigation of the
incident and the require-
ments of justice would be
fulfilled with CCTY
footage and other ewvi-
dence being looked into to
identify the suspects.

Chl Buzdar ordersd a
report from the TGP and
said the culprits should be
apprehended immediatelv.
"The suspects do not
deserve  any  leeway,
Justice should be ensured
to the famuly of the
deceased," he said

The FIR was repistered
at Pattoki police station by
the deceased's brother-in-
law, Parver, on Monday
under section 147 {punish-

ment for notng), secton
149 {every member of
unlawful assembly  guilty
of offence committed in
prosecution of common
ohjecty and 302 (premedi-
tated murder) of the
Pakistan Penal Code

Parvez said he and &
COMPANion were passing
by Al Jannat wedding hal
at Pattoki's Kahna road
around 4pm when he saw
five to six people along
with others beating his
brother-in-law,
Maohammad Ashraf

"We went and stared
pleading [with] the peopla
who were beating him [to
stop] They dragged him
msscle the wedding hall "
the FIR guoted him as say-

in%{ ) )
e said Ashraf died on
the spot from his injunes.
_ Parvez added that upon
inquiring he found out that
the suspects had amved
with the wedding proces-
sion and Ashraf was sell-
ing rice crackers there. An
altercation happened over
the purchaze of crackers
upon which the suspects
started  beating  Ashraf
with some local accom-
plices, the FIR said.
Parvez said he and other
witnesses coubd identify
the suspects of they were
brought  before  them.
"Severe njustice has bean
done 1o us," he smd in the
FIR, demanding that
action shoul be
taken Web Desk

IC Hisséin Brahim Taba

addressing during the 48th session of the OIC Council of Foreign
Ministers at Parliament House in Federal Capital.

Intent of Chinese enterprises
to understand Pakistani
laws intensifies

ISLAMABAD:  With
the deepening of the con-
struction  of  China-
Pakistan Economic
Cormdor and the strength-
ening of economic and
trade exchanges between
China and Pakistan, more
and more Chinese enter-

nises are coming to the
akistam market (o devel-
op their business, accord-
ing to the report published
by Gwadar Pro,

To improve afficiency
and reduce unnecessary
trouble, it is imperative for
Chingse enterprizses (o
understand Pakistan's eco-
nomic . environment  and
lagal framawork.

Linder the support of the
All-Pakistan Chinese
Enterpnses’ Association,
the Industrial and
Commercial  Bank of
China Lid Karachi Branch
orzanized an online lec-
ture on Legal Oherview of

About 80 representa-
tves of China-fundsd
enterprises attended the
lecture and their guestions
on the contract law and
other 155Ues wele
answered on the occasion.

Pakistan 1z a parliamen-
tary democracy wath a fed-
eral system of govern-
ment. Legislative compe-
tence and  executive
authority wath respect 1
vanous subjects are split
between the federation and
the provinces,

Mr. Munagwar Shaikh
explained that the country
has a bicameral faderal
fegislature, known as the
Parliament or Majlis-a-
Shoora, comprising the
Mational Assembly and the
Senate,  whereaz  the
provincial  legislatures
(known as the provincial
assemblies) are umcarmer-
al. An Act of Parliament
(re amy lemsiaton) must

President of Pakistan’s
assent

Pakistan has bilateral
and multilateral  frade
agreements with several
nations and is a member of
WTO, Zouth Aszia Free
Trade Area and has a free
trade  agreement with
China

[ts exports include tex-
tiles, rce, surgical instru-
ments, leather zoods. nece,
cement, and fruit and veg-
etables, The govemmeant 15
making it an investment-
friendly destination. “All
sectors of the ecomomy,
except arms and ammum-
tion, nuclear energy, cur-
rency and security printing
and mint are open o for-
glgn investors.

lhera 1= no masximum
cap on the sharsholding
that may be held by for-
gign investors excepl in
certain sectors including
commercial aviation, an
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QUETTA: Head of TB control program Dr Asil Shahwani long with DG health Dr Noor Qazi

(] NATIONAL ...

e — e el

JDeLaler Khosti, DeAsil Shawani addressing a press conference about World TB day.

Cancer survivors report
an information gap in
treatment side effects

lslamabad: Cancer treat-
ments can save lives, but they
also often cause a range of
side effects. A recent patient
survey in the United States has
revealed how people feel
about these effects and the
information gaps that current-
ly exist

Surgery, chemotherapy, and
radiation” therapy are the three
main lypes of ireatment. Each
can coine with a range of side
effects, which vary from per-
som o person. Some people
may experience few or only
mild effects, while others may
find them debilitating.
_ Patients' desire for more
information ;

However, according to a
new paper that appears in the
Journal of Oncology Practice,
close to one-third of patients

feel that more information is
necessary on the possible side
effects of chemotherapy, sur-
aery, and radiation therapy,

The findings revealed that
many of the participants felt as
though they did not know
enough aboul their side
effects Better counseling
beforehand

About 1 in 5 of the partici-
pants wished that they had
received  more  inlormation
about potential side effects
before starting treatment

In the case of surgery, they
commonly wanted to know
more about numbness, pain,
and damage to nerves

With chemotherapy, they
desired more Icnoerdge on
fatigue, nerve damage, and
gastrointestinal symptoms.

For radiation therapy, the

?aﬂicipan[s felt the need for
urther detail on  similar
effects, including gastroin-
testinal symptoms am"f fatigue,
alonpe with skin irritation,
Who should give advice?
Finally, the survey revealed
people’s sources ol treatment
information. Just over half of
the respondents asked their
pri mar:]; care physician (PCP)
about the various choices,
Mine in 10 of these individ-
uals said that the PCP's advice
wias very or sormewhat impor-
tant in their decision-making
In fact, about one-quarter of
the patients wsed only their
PCP for advice and informa-
tion. Others sought guidance
from medical websites, other
patients, and support groups,
along  with refatives and
friends.Online

Do past medicines hold the answer
to antibiotic resistance?

ISLAMABAD: As an increas-
ing number of bacteria develop
antibiotic resistance, scientists
are looking bevond this family
of medications that has served
us 5o well up until now

As the vsefulness of antibi-
otics begins to wane, there is an
urgent need to develop new
wiys to treat infections.

_ A difficult nosocomial infec-
tion

Infections contracted by
patients while hospitalized for
other reasons are especially like-
Iy to be antibictic resistant,

Called “nosocomial  mfec-
ticms,” they can be very hard 1o
cure and can be fatal. Among the
most commen nosocomial bac-
teria is Acinetobacter baumanmi
{A. baumannii)

According to

Venkitanarayanan, "A. bauman-
nii is primarily a nosocomial
pathogen impacting those espe-
cially with  compromised
immune systems, the wvery
voung, the very ofd, bum vie-
tims, and is also reported in the
wounds of combat soldiers.”
Sneaking up on A baumannii
Since .-"tghaumannii i5 such an
adaptable apponent,
Venkitanaravanan and his col-
leagues adu:uflted a strategy of
disarming the bacteria rather
than staging a full-on assault
that would threaten its survival
and provoke its defense mecha-
nisim
The researchers began by
determining  the  minimum
amount of selenium required to
inhibit the bacteria's virulence
To observe selenium's effica-

Country hearding

towards political clash

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Economy Watch
said country hearding
towards political clash Rupee and stock market
are paying price of economic uncertamty,

Econome stability 1s not possible if there 15 no
political stability in the country, it said

Local business owners are shifting their capi-
tal abroad while toreign entreprencurs also sus-
pend mmvestment plans which is like poison for
the economy, said Brig (retd) Aslam Khan,

(PEW) on Tuesday

Chairman PEW,

He said that the stock market and rupee contin-
ue to fail and trade imbalances are exacerbating
the situation, and the continued rise in food and
enu-r%y prices are hitting masses,

slam Khan said that breach of the agreement
with the IMF are increasing the risks to the econ-

A

omy

He said that a constant rise in the price of con-
struction material 15 hilling economic activities
which should be noticed by the authorities

Construction activities are being severely
affected because of profiteering while the
employvment opportunities are being atfected, it

sard ONLINE

Farhan

Probe launched after
DOHA-bound flight’s

emergency landing

The Civil Aviation Authority’s
{CAA) Adrcraft Accident and Investigation Board
{AAIR) on Tuesday launched a probe into a Doha-
bound Might’s emergency landing at Karachi air-

KARACHI

ort
2 On Monday, a foreign airline’s flight, QR-379, en
ew Delhi was forced to make
an emergency landing at Jinnah International
Adrport, Karachi due to a technical fault
he investigation board will carry out an inguiry
into the incident and submit its report.

Adrport officials said that a foreign airline’s flight,
OR-579, with 12 crew members and 283 passengers
on board was en route to Doha from Delhi when the
passenger jet developed a technical Fault,

The pilots of the aircraft ot a signal of smoke in
the plane’s cargo area, forcing it to make an emer-
gency landing at Karachi airpont

An alternate flight was later arranged to transport

rotte to Doha from

Media said there were no sigms of sur-
vivors on the domestic flight

The airline said it deeply mourned the
Eassengers and crew, without specifving
how many people had been killed on the
jet, an earlier model to the 737 MAX
with & strong safety record.

Boeing said it was ready t0 assist
China Eastern and was in contact with
LS tramsportation safety regulators over
the incident

Chinese media carmed brief highway
video footage from a vehicle's dashcam
apparently showing a jet diving to the
ground behind frees at an angle of about

5 degrees off vertical Reuters could
not immediately verify the footage

¢y with A baumannii, the
résearchers constructed a model
matrix that simulated an infected
wound environmenl containing
cultured cells and wound Nuids,

They infecied areas of their
"wound" with A baumannii and
selemum sufficient to inhibit
virulénce. They infected other
samples with A, baumannii
alone.

The researchers examined the
samples under scanning electron
microscopes. They also per-
formed DNA analysis to deter-
mine if the selenium produced
any genetic changes in the hac-
feria,

n the sefemum samples, the
bofilms produced by A bau-
manmi were severchy degraded.,
diffuse, and structurally
unsound. Cnline

ISLAMABAD:Chinese Foreign minister Wang Yi in conversa-
tion with Foreign Minister of Sandi Arabia Prince Faisal bin
Al Saud before the start of 48th session of the OIC
Council of Foreign Ministers at Parliament House,

No sign of survivors as
Chinese plane crashed

BEINMNG: A China Eastern Airlines
Boeing T37-800 with 132 people on
board crashed in mountains in southern
China after a sadden plunge from cruis-
ing altitude at about the time when i

China and Pakistan share
concern about sanctions
on Russia, says China

ISLAMABAD: The Chinese
foreign ministry on Tuesday said
that China and Pakistan share con-
cemn about “spill-over effects of
unilateral sanctions” on Russia
over its war against Ukraine and
called for a ceasefire and diplo-
matic resolution of the crisis

Old allies China and Pakistan
have refrained from condemnin
Russia over its Feb 24 invasion o
Ukraine, unlike Western countries
that have |néposed unprecedented
financial and corporate sanctions
in response to what Ruossian
President Viadimir Putin calls a
“special military operation”

“Both expressed concerns abou
the spill-over effects of unilateral
sanctions,” the Chinese foreign
ministry saxd in a statement l'n%l-
lowing a meeting on Monday in
Pakistan between the neighbours’
foreign ministers

“Both called for a ceasefire
through diplomatic dialogue and
hope thal based on the principle of
indivisible security, a fundamental
solution to the Ukraine problem
can be found,” the Chinese min-
|5r?' said. )

he Foreign Office also issued a
statement  on  the talks in
Islamabad, echoing the call for a
ceasefire, but it did not mention
concern about sanctions INP

Shehbaz slams authorities
for subjecting Nawaz &
family to witch-humt

LAHORE: PML-N President
and Opposition leader in National
Assembly Shehbaz Sharif on
Tuesday slammed authorities for
subjecting Nawaz Sharif and fami-
Iy to a vicious politically-motival-
ed witch-hunt 1w keep the party
supremo out of public life as has
been claimed by the asset recove
firm Broadsheet’s CEQ Kave
Muoussavi. o
Giving vent to his dismay at the
NAB inguiry initiated against
MNawaz Sharif, Shehbaz in a tweet
wrote! “Broadsheel CEO's revela-
lions expose politcally inspired
witch-hunt of Nawaz Shanf &
family in_the name of so-called
accountability, Corruption allega-
tions were made to keep him out of
public life. Now the whole edifice
of lies, deceit & character assassi-
nation stands demolished ”
During an inferview given 1o a
rivate TV channel, Broadshee
EO Kaveh Moussavi extended
his apology to Nawaz Shanf for
allegations of cormuption charges.

_He said that after a probe span-
ning 21 years, no corruption
charges were proved against
MNawaz Sharif or any other member
of his family. Te said he feli no
hesitation in issuing an apology o
the former prime minister for his
being party to a scam masguerad-
ing as the National Accountability
Bureau. He declared NAB a fraud
through and through. INP

-

group to the site. There were no foreign-
ers on the flizht, Chinese state television
reported, ciing China Eastern.

elatives, [riends and colleasues of
passengers gathered late on Monday in a

would normally start to descend ahead  cordoned off area at the jet's destination
of its landing Guangzhou  Baivun International

Atrport

(BD:{je man surnamed Yan said that a
colleague had been on the plane, and
that he had notified the 29-vear-old's
maother,

"When she picked up the phone, she
choked up,” said ¥an, adding that he had
a "heavy heart™ when he heard the news.

China Eastern staff were making
arrangements for relatives who wish

to fravel to the crash site on Tuesday,

Yan sdic, Reuters was not able to inde-
pendently venfy Yan's identity.

_The pircrafl, with 123 passengers and
nine crew on board
city
Administration of China (CAAC) and
the airline sad

lost contact over the
f Wuzhou, China's Civil Aviation

Reuters Gmgﬁlc&'

Flight MUS5735 was en route from the
southrwestern city of kRunminge, capital
of Yunpan province, to Guangzhou, cap-
ital of Guangdong, bordening Hong
lk_-.“rn"l;; when it crashed

China Eastern said the cause of the
crash was under investigation. Such

Pakistan bv Ziad Mun s nassad Hor i fn ™ lectronic : accidents typically involve multiple fac-

Sﬁa.iﬂ'l. st;fiim-all:au_:al' a(ﬂjx“:?- EE 1ahfbﬂse2yﬂll! :L:ij:menr:l [}nedl'a.“ - Mre “tr}_ia‘& the Pa.ss‘e“ﬁerf‘ onward to Doha. After an inspection, | tors and e:gerts wamned it was pfar too

er of ICBC Karachi (ie Senate and National Munawar Shaikh intro- | the aircrall was also permitted to took off for | early to draw any conclusions on the

Branch. Assembly) and receive the  duced INP Doha INP potential causes, especially in light of

4 the scarce information available.

- L Investigators will be scounng the

Sem ln a r 0 n C P E C 0 0 rtu n ltles wreckage and flight recorders for factors

that could have caused the plane to

wa plummet vertically and slam into the

f r th h ld mountaing gt high speed )

0 you e The airline said it had sent a working
- ISLAMABAD: To exchanpes are increasing  two Confucius  transportation, ports,  teacher currently. and Mr
inspire the younger gen-  day by day. Classrooms have been agniculture, health, edu- Dilawar Chaudhary,
eration an Pakrstan  to "With the progress of  established in Pakistan catton, environment, and  Chief Editor of

learn more about  China
and CPEC, the Confucius
Institute  at  Punjab
Limiversity jeined hand
with Carrer Counseling

Centre, Government
Graduate College
Township (GC

Township) Lahore “to
hold & seminar themed
"CPEC Opportumties For
Youth".

On_ the occasion,
according to Gwadar Pro,
Cai Jinbao, Chinese

director of CIPL high-
lighted that it is impera-
tive for Pakistani friends
to  learn Chinese as
China-Pakistan

the second  phase ol
CPEC, trade cooperation
between China and
Pakistan will continue 1o
show the momentum of
rapid development.

The growth will be
accompanied by the
demand for language tal-
ents, and those who mas-
ter Chinese will undoubt-
edly wain an edee in the
market."

Mr. Cal added that in
the field of culture and
education, . hina-
Pakistan cooperation is
also increasing
“Currently, five
Confucius Institutes and

Combined with the
scholarships provided by
both  povernments for
those who pursue further
study in China, the num-
ber of Pakistam sludents
studying in China is quite
large - Statistics in 2018
showed that Pakistan
ranks third in the world in
the number of interna-
tional students studying
in China. with a total of
more than 28.000."

In his speech,  Dr
Muhammad Ljaz But,
Principal of G
Township, lauded CPEC
for its  remarkable
achievements in enensy,

other fields related 1o the
national economy and
people's livelihood. and
underlined that he was
w.:rlg'af!tmd torhe a citizen
of Pakistan. He called on

Pakistan to bear in mind

the help of the Chinese the ]fu[den opportunity.

government and ple, Maore than 100 teachers
actively learn the Chinese  and students attended the
language and . culture, seminar. And Mr Cai
participate in CPEC con- answered questions

MNawaiwaqt Epaper, said
that they have benefited a
lot from the philosophical
wisdom  of
Chinese
! hoped that the
the younger generation of Fmple present could also

earn Chinese and seize

ancient
classics,  and
FOLE

The plane crashed during its cruise
phase. Five fatal incidents have occurred
during the cruise phase in the 10 years
from 2010 through 2020, according to
data examining global commercial jet
a:r{glnna accidents compiled by Boeing

he flight left Kunminge at 111 pom.
{05:11 KI;}MT]u FlightRadar24 data
showed, and had been due to land in
Cuangzhou at 3:05 p.m_ {07:05 GMT).

The plane, which the flight racking
service sald was six vears old, had been
cruising at 29,100 fest at 0620 GMT.
The same flight number a day eardier
began a normal gradual descent from the
same altitude, also at 0620 GMT, and
landed safely in Guangzhou, according
to Flhightradar24. INF

struction and contribute
to the China-Pakistan
friendship Waheed
Dhakku, CEQ of Global
Education without
Border Services, Lahore
who 5 also a Chinese

raised by Pakistani stu-
dents on how to learn the
Chinese language and
culture efficiently. how to
apply for study 1 China,
how to take the HSK
exam, et INP

KARACHIL:Women are refi

.Iling water cans from a shared tap in
an impoverished neighborhood due to the shortage of water in
their locality , as World is observing the World Water Day.
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Muslim Ummah faced with multiple challenges: OIC Chief

ISLAMABAD: OIC Secretary General Hissein Brahim Taha said the Muslim Ummah is faced with multi-
ple challenges which can be addressed collectively

Addressing the meeting, he expressed serious concerns over the plight of Palestinian

eople. He said Israel

is resorting to continued murder of Palestiman people, confiscation of their land, house LE;rnu]itiun. racial dis-
crimination and ethnic cleansing. He said this constitutes a flagrant violation of relevant international laws and
resolutions. He said the perpetuation of Israeli crimes against the Palestinian people make it incumbent upon
us 10 strengthen the spirit of solidarity and confront with firmness the Tsraeli atempts to change the historical

and legal status of Al-Quds Al Sharnif,

The OIC Secretary General also regretted that the Jammu and Kashmir dispute had not found a solution for
2 long time. He termed Indian illegal actions of Avgust 2019, abolishing special status of the oceupied territo-

ry contrary to international laws,

He called for redoubling efforts in support of the right of self-determination

of Kashmiri people as per the UN Security Council resolutions

Regarding Afghanistan, the OIC Secretary General stressed for continued dialogue with the Afghan author-
ities to achieve the objective of peace, stability and development in the country.

Hissein Brahim Taha said the Organization believes in the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Yemen. He
appreciated Saudi Arabia for its unremitting efforts for peace and stability in Yemen

he OIC Secretary General called for collaboration with the international community to combat the issue of

Islamophobia. He welcomed the UN resolution, designating | 5th March as the international day to combat
Islamophobia He said the OIC has intensified efforts in strengthening cooperation amongst the member states

-,

QUETTA: Senior Superintendent of Police (S5P) Operations Quetta Abdul Hag Umrani address-

ing a press conference.

Islamabad
Police to eliminate
land-grabbing mafia

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad police
are committed to eliminate land grab-
h;Ing_ mafia and drug peddling from the
[WEAY

It was stated by the 1GP Islamabad
Muhammad Ahsan Younas while lis-
tening public complaints dunng khuh
kacher held at central police office.

The 1GP listened to the complaints
of the citizens and directed concerned
officers to resolve immediately and
purely on merit.

The TGP said that the purpose of
holding these khuli kacheries is 1o
solve public issues immediately and
purely on ment. He strictly directed all
zonal officers to take immediate and
strict action “against land grabbers.
“No one would be allowed to grab
property of any citizen” he added.

The [slamabad police chief said that
il is our prime responsibility 1o pro-
vide protection to the lives and proper-
tv of the citizens and resolve ther
problems on prionty. He said that citi-
zens at ‘Open Court' should be
behaved in a respectful manner and
their trust on the police depariment to
be won through resolving their issues

He said that interaction with people
also ensures accountability of the
policemen and they should address
public complaints on merit by consid-
ering them their own 1ssues adding
that the positive image of policemen
should be ensured before them
through unbiased approach towards
anﬁ'_me . .

he 1GP hoped that interaction dur-
ing “open kacheries’ would help 1o
promole [riendly policing, Such mter-
actions with citizens are aimed to pro-
mote community policing, resolve the
issues of people at their door steps
through merit and curb activities of
anti-social elements, he added INP

Robbers’ gang busted:
valuables recovered

ISLAMABALD: Islamabad Koral
pelice team has busted a notorious
rabbers’ gang involved in numerous
incidents _of” robbernies in different

areas of twin cities, a police
spokesman sad. .
He said that following orders of 1GP

[slamabad Muhammad Ahsan Younas,
a massive campaign against criminal
elements is on Tull swing.

Following the orders, SP Rural zone
Zia Ld Din directed gﬁ zonal SDPOs,
SHOs to arrest those involved in street
crimes and looting people on gun-
paint.

According to details, a police team
of Koral police station headed by SHO
Koral Muhammad Azeem Minhas
along with other officials arrested two
accused of a notorious gang known as
labar gang identified as Imran Ahmad
and jabar Igbal Police team also
recovered mobile phones, bike used in
crime and weapons along with ammu-
nition Durnng I:|I:|11;t1rrunar].-' investiga-
tion the accused have confessed their
involvement in numerous cases of
snatching and house robberies in areas
of shaurt town, lehtrar road and differ-
ent areas of Rawalpindi Further
investigation is underway

1GP Tslamabad Muhammad Ahsan
Younas has appreciated the perform-
ance of the police team and further
directed to all zonal officers to intensi-
fiy the security in their respective areas
and arrest those looting people and
recover the looted valuables INP

Eight miscreants
arrested in Islamabad

ISEAMABALD: Islamabad Golra
police team has arrested eight accused
of 03 different gangs involved in
numerous robbery incidents, a police
spokesman said. Police has also recov-
ered 04 motorbikes, 04 pistols, 14
mobile phone and cash worth Rs.
850,000 He said that Following the
orders of 1GP Islamabad Muhammad
Ahsan Younas crackdown against the
criminals is continued. A police team
of golra police siation under supervi-
sion of 5P Saddar Zone Tassawar
[lgl:lq] headed by SHO Golra MNadeem

ahir along with other officials arrest-
ed eight accused of three notorious
gangs. The accused involved im
snatching mobile phones are identified
as Hasnain Gulzar and Mazah Younas
while two accused involved in lootin
citizens coming out hanks are identi-
fied as Ghulam Murtaza and Laig
Zada Similarly, 04 accused involve
in looting people on different reads are
identified as. Bilal Ahmad. Aman
Ullah, Mati Ullah and Mateeq Ur
Rehman. [NP

China supports two-state
solution to Palestine issue:

Wang Yi

ISLAMABAD: Foreign
Minister of China Wang Yi said
on Tuesday that his country had
always worked for global peace
and security ¢ :

Addressing the foreign minis-
ter’s  meeting of  the
Crrganisation af Islamic
Cooperatton. _ (OIC)  an
Islamabad, Chinese foreign
minister who is attending the
event as a special guest, smd he
was thankful to the Pakistani
leadership for inviting him o
the conference,

Emphasizing that China
wanted peace in the world,
Wang Y1 said the country sup-
ported the two-state solufion to
the issue of Palestine. “We
stand by the people of
Palesting,” he told the gather-

ing.
bﬁ' further said that China was
ready for partnership with the
Muslim world. o
Earlier, Foreign Minister
Shah Mahmood Tureshr said
Beijing has expressed desire to

romote Pakistani exports to
hina by allowing import of
more akistani  rice  and
improve the balance of trade
between the two countries and
support Pakistan's agnculture
sector. o

Speaking at a jopint news con-
ference in 1slamabad along with
his Chinese counterpart Wang
Yi, Qureshi said they had a
good overview of their commer-
cial, bilateral trade and invest-
ment opportunities. He said
they also signed a number of
Memorandums o
Linderstanding that will further
facilitate bilateral cooperation
in different fields.

Qureshi said the two sides
agreed 1o have a bilateral meet-
mg on the sidelines of OIC
Session of Council of Foreign
Ministers, He said they con-
cluded & comprehensive review
of their bilateral relations, the
regional challenges and the
evolvin situation in
Ukraine INP

Pak Gems & Mineral exhibition
inaugurated at the “The
Centaurus Islamabad”

ISLAMABAD. The traditional
and historical “23rd edition of
Pakistan Gems & Mineral Show
maugurated at “Centaurus Mall
[slamabacd _

In a press release issued on
Tuesday, Malik Naveed Ahmed
Awan Chairman APCEA and
Patron-n-Chiel” Hap  Mamoor
khan said that this event is regu-
larly organised by “All Pakistan
Commercigl _ Exporters
Association of Precious and Semu
Precious Stones” since. 1994 m
various cities of Pakistan

The opening ceremony has per-
formed by Sardar Yasir Ilyas
Khan, € EO of “Sardar Group of
Companies” and former President
af “lslamabad Chamber of
Commerce & Industry™,

The Patron-n-Chielf APCEA,
Haji Mamoor Khan informed that
this is the first ever exhibition of
Erccmus and semi precious stones
eld at The Centaums free of

charge for which they are highly
thankful towards the management
of the Centaurus for their exira
ordinary favour and coordination.

Chief’ guest Sardar Yasir llyas
said that the event will prove to be
a milestone in atiracling maxi-
mum foreign and domestic buyers
and expanding the exports of gem-
stone resultimg in widemng the
inflow of foreign exchange to sta-
tilize the Country's economy and
reducing un-employment in the

m%un )

Sardar Yasir stated that through
value addition using transfer of
technology and creating labs
which can certily the stones as per
international  standards, Pakistan
has the ability to export 530 bil-
lion worth of precious stones,
gems and minerals. He empha-
sised that this sector needs to be
recognised as an industry and
maxtmum facilitation needs to be
provided towards exports INP

OIC asked to file genocide
crime in 1CJ, probe unknown
mass graves in [IOJK

LONDON: Organisation  of
Kashmir  Coalition  leaders
Professor Nazir Ahmed Shaw! and
Barmister Abdul Maeeid Tramboo
have called upon the Organization
of Islamic Cooperation to file a
case in the International Court of
Justice under genocide crime
being committed by the Modi-led
Indian regnme in occupied Jammu
and Kashmir, Prof Shawl and
Barnster Tramboo in a letter to the
OIC Secretary  General, Hissein
Ibrabum Taha, welcomed the 48th
Session of the Coungil of Foreign
Ministers (CTFM) convened by the
Organization of Islamic
Cooperation in Islamabad,
Pakistan According to Kashmir
Media Service, recognising that
OIC has always advocated voice
of wisdom through Centre for
Dialogue, Peace and
Understanding  bul  regrettahbl
India, the leadership expresse
continue to formulate and execute
extremist policies in Indian occu-

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister Makhdoom S

pied Jammu and Kashmir.

They highlighted the atrocities
being encountered by ordinary
Kashmiris in their day-to-day Ii?e
including lockdowns particularly
from 5 August 2019 when the
Indian government abrogated the
Articles 35A and 370 which gave
special  status  to Jammu &

ashmir recognising the state
being disputed pursuant to the U
mandate. "The people of Jammu
and Kashmir have found solace on
the OIC's principled support for
the realisation of their leginimate
right of self-determination, n
accordance  with  the  UN
Resolutions”, the ferter stated

The OKC leadership particular-
Iy asked the Secretary General and
the Conference o refer and file
with the Intemational Court of
Justice, the crime of genocide in
the Indian occupied Jammu and
Rashmir against all the perpetra-
tors who have acted or act at the
behest of Indian povernment. [N1?

B
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ah Mahmood Qureshi met Foreign

to ensure the progress of its agenda in higher education, education, health, environment and science and tech-

nology

In his address, Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Faisal Bin Farhan Al Saud said his country believes in the
OICs role in consolidating Islamic solidanity and protecting common interests -

Describing the extraordinary session of the OIC held in December fast year as a success, he said this led to
the establishment of a humanitarian trust fund for Afghanistan, He called for more efforts to suppont the
Afghan people The Saudi Foreign Minister realTirmed his country's support for Palestinians and Kashmiri peo-
ple. He called for direct negotiations between the parties to settle the outstanding dispute of Palestine. He said
we support an independent Palestinian state in line with international resolutions. ) )

He said we also support the people of Jammu and Kashmir He said we support the international effort to
reach the just solution of this cutstanding dispute.

In his remarks, President Islamic Development Bank Muhammad Suleiman Al-Jasser said his bank is firm-
ly committed to supporting green and sustainable infrastructure development for higher productivity

He said signing the charter with the OIC for Afghanistan’s humanitarian trust fund is a 5trnn% message of

1

solidarity with the Afghan people and a pivotal step for operationalization of the fund. He said

e looks for-

ward (o génerows support in this fund by all O1C countries, national, regional and international organizations,
the pavate sector and philanthropists

He assured to work closely with the international commumnity to fully synchronize all efforts to ensure sus-
tainable support to Afghan pecple ONLINE

CJP Bandial to head larger bench on presidential
reference seeking SC's opinion on Article 63-A

Chief Justice of Pakstan
Umar Ata Bandial wall
head the five-member larg-
er bench compnsad by the
Supreme Court to hear the
presidential reference
seeking 15 opinion on
Article  63-A  of the
Constitution which
deals with the disqualifica-
tion of parhamentarians
over defection — accord-
ing to the supplementary
cause list issued by the
apex's court assistant reg-
istrar on Tuesday.

The bench will
include  Justice  Tjasul
Ahsan, Jushice Mazhar
Alam  Khan Miankhel,
Justice Munib Akhtar and
Justice  Jamal  Khan
Mandokhail

The same bench wall

UN, OIC work
together to nurture
culture of peace:
Antonio Guterres

ISLAMABAD: UN
Secretary General
Amtonio Guterres, in his
video  message  on
Tuesday  said that the
United Mations and OIC
enjoy decade-old relation-
ship based on shared
belief on the values of
multilateral cooperation,
dialogue and solidarity.

He said our two organi-
zations  have worked
together to nurture a cul-
ture of peace and under-

also

slanding
The TN Secretary
General said in recent

vears, we have cooperated
in key areas inchading
Imedmhm. counler-1erron-
15m, prevenhing violent
extremism,  combatin
anti-Muslim hatred an
promoting religious toler-
ance
_ He said 1oday it is
imperative to join forces
and devise common strat-
egy to meet current chal-
lengzes facing the world,
Antonio Guterres said

we must  reform the
maorally bankrupt  global
financing system. He said
through joint efforts we
can contront the chal-
lenges for a safer
world, INP
Punjab govt

red-faced as its
cheque 1ssued to
copter Insurance
company bounced

LAHORE: The Punjab
overnment was left red-
aced when its cheque
given in payment for the
insurance  of  Chief
Minister Usman Buzdar’s
official _helicopter 1o an
international  insurance
company got bounced on
Tuesday )

Reportedly, the Punjab
government  issued @
chegue  amounting  to
Rs20.67 million to an
international  insurance
company, MS National
Insurance Company, for
the payment of Chigf
Minister Usman Buzdar’s
official helicopter’s insur-
ance. But to the utter cha-
arin of the provincial gov-
emnment, the cheque got
bounced
Sources tevealed that
the insurance company
returned the bill to the
provincial government
and expressed ils strong
reservations
The company said the
provincial  government
ave it two cheques for
e annual payment of the
helicopter’s  insurance
But the bill given by the
Punjab government for
the last year’s invoice
amounting to Rs20.67
million could not be
cleared at the end of this
financial vear by the State
Bank of Pakistan. INP

Minister of Republic of The Gambia, Dr. Mamadou Tangara on sidelines of 48th

Session of the

IC Council of Foreign Ministers.

alsa hear a pention filad by
the Supreme Court Bar
Association {SCBA),
which has sousht the apex
court's intervenlion (o pre-
vent "anarchy” by direct-
ing all state funchionanes
o act in accordance with
the Constitution and law
ghead of voting on a no-
trust moton against Prime
Mimister _ Imnran
khan According 1o the
supplementary capse list,
the hearmng for the presi-
dentigl reference and the
SCBA's penition would be
held at Ipm on Thursday
{March 24}

Motices: for the heanng
have been issued 1o
Pakistan Tehresk-i-Insaf's
lawyer Ali Zafar, PPP's
lawyer Faroog H Nask,
PML-Ns lawyer
Makhdoom Ah Khan and
Jamiat  Ulema-i-Islam-
Fazl's lawver Kamran
Murtaza, as well as the
advocate general for
Sindh, Islamabad inspectar
general of police, mienor

sectetary and president of

the  SCBA,  among
others The  development
comes a dav after a two-

court, comprising CJP
Bandial and  Justice
Akhtar, took up the presi-
dential reference and the
SCBA's plea While the
court had declared on
Monday that a larger
bench would hear the pres-
idential reference, the
names of the judges consti-
miting the bench were not
finalized at the time.

Attorney  General of
Pakistan (AGP) Khald
Jawed Khan had submitted
the reference seeking the
SC's opimon on Arbele 63-
A of the Constitution ves-
terday

The reference, a copy of
which i3 available with
Dawn.com, prezents two
interpretations ol Article
63-A and requests the
court ‘to advise which of
them should be followed
_According o the first
interpratation, "khivanat
(dishonesty) by way of
defections  warrants no
pre-emptive action save
de-seating the member as
per the preseribed proce-
dure  wath no  tfurther
restnction aor curbs from
seeking elaction afresh.”

pretation "visualises this
provision as prophylactic,
enshrining the constitu-
tional goal of punfying the
democrane process, inter
alia, by rooting out the
mischief of defechon by
creating  deterrence, inter
alia, by neutralising the
effacts of vitiated vote fol-
lowed by lifelong disguali-
ficanon for the membear
found involved in such
constitutionally prohibited
and morally reprebensible
conduct ™

The development came
davs after several PT1 law-
makers, who had been ‘in
hiding' at the Sindh House
in Islamabad. revealed
themselves — proving that
the opposition’s claims of
having "won over" mem-
bers of the ruling coalition
were ndeed  froe Prime
Minizter Imran Ehan and
some cabinat ministers had
earlier accused the opposi-
tion of indulging in horse-
trading ahead of the crucial
vole on the no-conlidence
resgutaon, d:scl{mnﬁ that
the capital’s Sindh House
had become a centre for
buving and

member bench of the top

PTI allies

While the second inter-

to join opposition after

urchasing
members Web lgesk

Mach 24: Wassan

KARACHIL While giving new pre-
diction, Adviser to Sindh Chief
Minister on Agriculture and Senior
PPP leader Manzoor Hussain Wassan
on Tuesday said that ruling PTI allies
~MOM-Pakistan and PML-Q — will
join ugpusnmn after March 24

“PTI government allies in Centre -
}{{}M-J{:anﬂ PML-0 — will officially
announce joining opposition camp
after March 24 and vote against PM
Imran Khan on  no-confidence
maotion,” he claimed,

Manzoor Hussain Wassan further
maintained that Imran Khan will not
remain PM after March 28, addin
that interim govt would be forme
after the success of no-trust motion
against the prime minister
_ “SBhehbaz Sharif will become inter-
im prime minister,” he said, adding
thal new general elections would be
held in the country

QUETTA: MPA Sakeela Naveed speaks at the convention on “Wom

The PPP leader said that PM Imran
Khan had accepted defeat by delaying
National Assembly session on no-
confidence motion

It was learnt yesterday that
Muttahida Qavmi Movement Pakistan
(MOM-P) leaders held another round
of talks with the opposition leaders at
Parliament Lodges over the no-trust
motion and other issues.

The session held last night, was
attended by MOM-P leaders Amir
Khan, Waséem Akhtar and Ameen ul
Hagq. The meeting discussed progress
in the political situation and also
quusltmn parfies contacts with other
allied parties of the government,
according to sources. The opposition
leaders that attended the talks includ-
ed Ahsan lgbal, Ayaz Sadig, Rana
Sanaullah, Saad Rafique, Akhtar
Mengal, Syed Khursheed Shah and
Schall Anwar Sial INP

-~ W

an tole in

local government”™ organized by Aurat Foundation .

Abdullah, Azhar build steadily after
Australia conclude at 391

LAHORE | Young sensation Abdullah
Shafique and seasoned Azhar Al built
steady foundation of Pakistan’s rl:ipl_\-' o
Austrelia’s Hrst ionings” 391 (all-out),
with concluding day I of the third and
bast test at 20-|

Both Abdullah Shafigue and Achar
Al chipped awayv at Australia's first
inmings of 390 after quick Naseem Shah
had earlier staged a spectacular fight-
back for Pakistan to leave the deciding
third Test in the balance, )

Pace sensation Maseem Shah earlier
rapped the visitors” first innings at 391
with classic exhibition of ruthless
reverse swing. Naseem Shah grabbed 4-
38, coupled with Shahesn Shah Afridi‘s
clinical bowling at top-front and reverse
swing at the back end Shahesn picked
up 4 wickets for 79 runs.

For Australia, Usman Khawaa stood
firm as always the case during this
series, and managed to post 91 against
his name Khawaja yet again fell 2 prey
to “nervous mneties’ Other notable per-
formers for Australia with bat were
Chns Green 7%, Alex Carey 67 and
Steve Smith 59,

Pakistan reached stumps on day two
at 90 for | with in-form Shafigue 45 not

out and Azhar unbeaten on 30 as the
hosts trail by 301 runs. Naseem's biil-
liant 4 for 58 from 31 overs marked by
reverse swing mastery helped restrict
Australia and move this match forward
with the series deadlocked afier two
draws in balting frendly conditions in
Rawalpindi and Karachi Both Abdullah
Shatique and Azhar Al chipped away at
Australia’s first innings of 391 afler
quick Naseem Shah had earlier staged a
spectacular iyghl—hac_k‘ for Pakistan to
leave the deciding third Test in the bal-
ance.

Pace sensation Naseem Shah earier
|'apﬂed the visitors’ first innings at 391
with classic exhibition of ruthless
reverse swing. MNaseem Shah grabbed 4-
58, coupled with Shaheen Shah Afndi’s
climcal bowling at top-front and reverse
swing at the back end. Shaheen picked
up 4 wickets for 79 runs, ;

For Australia, Usman Khawaja stood
firm as always the case dunng this
senes, and managed to post 91 against
his name. Khawaja yet again fell a prey
o “nervous ninettes’ Chther notable per-
formers for Auvstralin with bat were
Chns Green 79 Alex Carey 67 and
Steve Smith 39 INP

Arts Council hosts an evening
with poet Iftikhar Arif

KABRACHL:  Arts  Council of
Pakistan (ACP) Karachi has organ-
ized a prestigious evenl at John Elia
Lawn to pay homage to renowned
Pakistani poet Iftikhar Anf,

The purpese of the event was to
celebrate Iftikhar Anf's birthday. Arts
Council’s  President Muhammad
Ahmad Shah, members of the govern-
ing body, along with a large number
of jourdalists and fans cut his birth-
day cake, paving tribute to Iftikhar
Anf The stidents of Arts council
Karachi’s  music  academy sang
iftikhar arif’s ghazals and made the
audience sway. )

President Arts Council Muhammad
Ahmad Shah while expressing his
views said that we are fortunate that
Iftikhar Arif is among us, we are liv-
ing in the era of Iftikfar Arif, Iftikhar
Arif 15 one of the great poets of this
era, and today is his birthday,

Well-known  journalist.  Pirzada
Salman said that it is very important
to be a great poet, there are different
levels of poetry, poetry must be sub-
ject to time, the creation of the poet
amd Personal life should be looked at

separately, o great person can create
such a person who has not only
endured the vain aspect of life bt
also tried 1o negotiate with it so that 11
can be traged and Iftikhar Arnif Has
dene all this, Mubeen Mirza said that
today is a very happy day, do not keep
this birthdav a formal birthday,
Iftikhar Arif has a different essence of
his personality in our tradition of
poetry recitation. Iftikhar Arif is
||'ustw-::rr1h%r ol this era, Times are also
recognized by their volces OF course,
such Et.:u]:rlc are certainly rare in our
age. Expressing his views, Iftikhar
Arif said that listening to his poetry
in music reminded him of his youth.
It is a great honor for me today. |
belong to Karachi, And I am proud of
it, the man who spends the days of his
lile where he remembers, Karachi is
very dear to me, T have spent the best
days of my life here, 1 belonged to a
very poor family, life has He treated
me very well, [ have never been dis-
criminated against in Sindh, | am a
very grateful man, | have worked
hard in life, Allah has given me a lot
of honor. INP




