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Maryam withdraws
plea for return of
passport from LHC

Interior Minister says
Karachi blast an attack on
Pak-China friendship

Bi-lawa-l Bhutto Zardari new

foreign minister of Pakistan

Dawood Ahmed

ISLAMABAD:
Bilawal Bhutto Zardan
has been appointed as the
new foreign minister of
Pakistan, President Dr,
Anf Alvi admimstered
the oath to the newly
appomted foreign minis-
ter on Wednesday. The
oath-taking  ceremony
took a place at Aiwan ¢
Sadr Islamabad,

The 33-year-old
Bilawal was first elected
as an MNA in 2018, This
is the first time he will be
serving as a member of
the federal cabinet

While there was no
immediate official con-
firmation about
Bilawal’s portfolio, his
sister Bakhtawar Bhutto-
Zardari had congratulat-
ed him earlier in the day
for taking oath as the

"

Asil Ali Zardari. central
leaders of the party, and
other high-ups attended
the oath-taking ceremo-
ny.added

FM Bilawal also paid
a4 visit to the Chinese
Embassy in Islamabad
He regretted the lives
lost in Tuesday's suicide

I )

(kL) Conlucius
Institute.

"The

relationship
between Pakistan and
China 1s a series of loyal-

ties from generation o
generation.
"Terrorists made a

failed attempt to strike
the foundation of the

His sister Bakhtawar
Bhutto-Zardan had con-
gratulated him earlier in
the day for taking oath as

the country's foreign
minister. ;
"Today, Bilawal

Bhutto-Zardari will take
vath as Pakistan’s for-
mimister 1 this

g1Egn
Il.]lil}' Tovernment
decided by [the] PPP

CEC (central executive
committee) and we
couldn’t be more proud
of him! Already out-
shong in parfiament and
always stuck to his dem-
ocratic values — excited
to witness this path if
God  wills." she had
tweeted.

Bilawal had also hint-
ed during a press confer-
gnce vesterday
(Tuesday ) that he would
be allocated the foreign
ministry portfolio, while
confirming that he would

ISLAMABAL: President Pakistan I:'uul:h:-s Party Parliamentarians, Asif Al Zardari and Federal
Ainister Bilaw:al Bhotto Zardari called on Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharit. Federal Ministers Khawaja Asif
and Khawaja Saad Rafig were also present in the meeting.

attack outside the

country's foreign minis-  attack 1l i
University of Karachi's

ter.  Former resident he said,

Terrorist attacks can’t
sabotage Pak-China relations:
Political leadership

ISLAMABAD: While strongly condemning the terrorist attack on a
shuttle passenger van of the Confucius Institute at the Umiversity of
Karach Pakistani polineal leaders said such terronst acts can’t undermine
the strategic relations between the two brotherly neighboring countries.

According to Gwadar Pro, leaders of different political parties expressed
heartfelt condolences to the bereaved families and offered prayers for the
deceased souls.

“l am deeply grieved on the loss of precious hives ncluding our Chinese
friends in the hemous attack in Karachi today. My heartfelt condolences
go to the bereaved families. I strongly condemmn this cowardly act of ter-
rorism. The perpetrators will surely be brought to justice.” wrote Prime
Mimster Shehbaz Shanf in a message posted on his official Twitter
account, State Mimister for Foreign Affairs Hina Rabbami Khar said she
was “shocked and saddened at the loss of innocent lives i a cowardly ter-
rorist attack in Karachi.” “1 offer my deepest condolences to the Chinese
government, people and families of the victims,” she added.

Maleeha Lodhi, Pakistam diplomat and political scientist, tweeted, “ter-
nble attack in Karachi claimed the lives of Pakistami and Chinese nation-
als. Condolences and Duas for the farmbies who lost their loved ones. This
effort to sabotage Pak-China relations is doomed 1o fal”

PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari strongly condemned the blast
and expressed condolences on behalf of the people of Pakastan to the peo-
ple of China INP

Pak-China friendship.”

- I_u = : ._ el -
ISLAMABAD:Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto talking with
Ambassador of China in Pakistan Nong Rong during a meeting at
Chinese Embassy, in Federal Capital.

Maryam withdraws plea for
return of passport from LHC

LAHORE: PML-N Vice President Maryvam Nawaz on Wednesday
withdrew a petition filed in the Lahore High Court (LHC) for the
return of her passport so that she could travel to Saudi Arabia to per-
form Umrah. ; . .

A special division bench headed by Justice Ali Bagar Najafi had
taken up the petition earlier today. During the hearing. Marvam's
counsel, Advocate Amjad Pervez, informed the court that the PML-N
leader wished to withdraw her plea. S :

Subsequently, the court disposed of the petition Maryam's with-
drawal comes after no less than fout benches were formed to hear the
petition due to judges recusing themselves one after the other.

Last week, the first bench comprising Justice Sved Shahbaz Ali
Rizvi and Justice Anwarul Haq Pannun —Elmd observed that the peti-
tion should be heard by the same bench. headed by Justice Najafi,
that had granted bail to the petitioner before recusing itself.

A bench comprising Justice Najafi and Justice Farooq Haider had
then issued notices on Maryam's petition on Monday. But Justice
Haider recused himself from the matter when the petition came for
hearing on Tuesday LHC Chief Justice Muhammad Ameer Bhatti
then constituted a bench comprising Justice Najafi and Justice Asjad
Faved Ghural to hear the petition, However, Justice Ghural also
recused himself from the matter when the bench assembled to take up
the petition. The bench then sent the case file back to the chief justice
for its fixing before any other appropriate bench after which a divi-
sion bench comprising Jushee &a afi and Justice Sardar Ahmad
MNaeem took up the pefition on Weclﬁlesday {today ). Former mforma-
tion minister and P'FI leader Fawad Chaudhry on Tuesday said the
reneral impression of the LHC over cases related to the Sharif fami-
¥ was "negative”, adding that the chief justice should keep that
mind."Judges are constantly not hearing Maryam's cases,” he had
said on Twitter. A bench comprising Justice Najafi and Justice Haider
had granted post-arrest bail to Marvam in the Chaudhry Sugar Mills
case on Nov 4, 2019 INP

Manan Mandokhail

QUETTA:; Acting Governor Balochistan, Mir Jan Muhammad Jamali
has termed the mines and minerals sector crucial for the socio-econom-
ic development of the province. “Mines and minerals of Balochistan
also puarantee the development of the country™, the acting Governor
said.

Mr, Jamali expressed these views while falking to a delegation of the
All Pakistan Mines and Minerals Owners Association on Wednesday.
Fateh Shah Arnif led the delegation, which apprised the Governor about
the issues faced by the mines owners and workers.

Speaking on the occasion, Jan Muhammad Jamali stated that the gov-
ernment was aware of the difficulties faced by the mines owners and
laborers working inside coal mines in the province, “Government will
address your grievances”, the acting Governor assured the delegation.

Infrastructure to be developed in mines areas of Balochistan

Jan Jamah said infrastructure would be developed and all basic facil-
ities would be provided in mines areas of Balochistan, He said this sec-
tor was playing an important role in the economic development of

be taking oath as a feder-
al minisier today.

COAS visits
forward areas
along LoC

RAWALPINDI; Chief of Ammy
Staff (COAS) General Qamar
laved Bajwa visited forward areas
along Line of Contral (LOC) on
Wednesday.

The COAS was briefed on situa-
tion along LoC and operational
preparedness of the formation. He
also interacted with the troops
deploved along LoC in Chakothi
Sector and spent time with them.

General gﬁignﬂr Javed Bajwa
appreciated their combat readiness
and high state of morale.

Earlier, on amival at LoC. the
COAS was received by Corps
Commander LI General Sahir
Shamshad Mirza INP

Hand grenade lobbed at
residence of Utility Stores
officer in Sibi

From Our Correspondent

SIBl:  Unknown moscreants
lobbed a hand grenade at the resi-
dence of the regional manager of
Litility  Stores Corporation. Mo
human loss was reported as a result
of the attack since there was none
inside the house

Police sources said unknown
accused lobbed a hand grenade at
the residence of Muhammad Akbar
Shahwani, the regional manager of
Utility Stores. The hand grenade
exploded on the balcony of the
house.

The accused fled away from the
spot. Police reached the spot as an
mvestigation into the incident weni
underway.

Imran wants 2m
people to march on
Islamabad

[SLAMABALD: Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insat’ (PT1) Chairman
Imran Khan and former prime min-
ister Imran Khan Wednesday once
again called upon the nation Lo get
ready for his call to lmmeh a long
march towards Islamabad,

Addressing PTI workers’ con-
vention in ia]tore. Imran  Khan
said that lis party will observe
Ramadan 27 (a possible Shab-e-
Qadr) as “Shab-e-Dua™ (MNight of
Prayers) and urged all Pakistanis to
join PTI's Shab-e-Dua for the “real
freedom of Pakistan™.

The former prime mimster also
asked party representatives fo
launch a public campaign at Union
Councils level in their constituen-
cies for preparations regarding the
party's Islamabad march. 1 want 2
million people to reach Islamabad
on my call.” he added.

Imran Khan said that he will
address a rally m Multan on Friday
and will gear up his mass contact
campaign after Fidul Fitr

While taking aim at PM the P11
chief said: “Shehbaz Shanfis look-
ing for another NRO (Mational
Reconciliation Ordinance) and if
he succeeds again in getting NRO
2. Pakastan will never be able to
stand on 1ts own feet.INP

Balochistan Assembly demands delay

Sved Ali Shah

QUETTA; Balochistan
Assembly has demanded
an immediate delay
local bodies’ elechons in
the province. In a recom-
mendation letter drafted by
the Balochistan Assembly
Secretariat, the house has
demanded that Chief
Minsster  Mir  Quddus
Bizenjo and other con-
cerned quarters take up the
issue with the Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECT)

Session of BA resumed
here with deputy speaker
Sardar Babar Mus;]kimll n
the char, Lawmakers from
Ireasiry and L!ppcjﬁil,lq_)n
benches expressed appre-
hensions and reservations

N L E
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about the LB's elechons in
the province. The mem-
bers noted that the provin-
cial government had not
made necessary arrange-
ments with regard to LBs  hold LBs
elections 2a9th ECP
The house mentioned 1o hold
that LBs elections were
already delayed in Quetia,
Lashella, Musakhail,
Zhob, and other parts of
Balochistan,  Therefore,

The provincial

Balochistan government
gifts its old air jet to Azad
Kashmir PM

Staff Reporter

QUETTA: Balochistan povernment has gifted its old air jet to Prime
Mimister Azad Kashmir, “'\E’e have gifted air jet to our Kashmiri brothers”,
Chief Minister Balochistan. Mir Quddus Bizenjo said.

PM Azad Kashmir, Sardar Tanveer llyas Khan. The Premier called on
CM Balochistan, Mir Quddus Bizenjo. As a goodwill gesture, we have
gifted an air jet to the Azad Kashmir government, the CN said,

“We are dmnkt'ul to the Balochistan government and people of the
province”, Sardar Tanveer llyas Khan said. He said the CM and his gov-
ernment deserve appreciation for gifting the air jet (o the Azad Kashmir
government. It may be mentioned here tﬁai this old air jet plane was not in
use after the purchase of the new plane by the Balochistan government
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The old jet was parked at Quetia airport with no use, an official handout
issued by the provincial government stated.

T'he jet plane was purchased in 1992 when Nawab Magsi was the CM

Balochistan povernment purchased this jet airplane m 1992 when
Mawab Zulfigar Magsi was rﬁe Chief Minister of the province, However,
MNawab Muhammad Aslam Raisani was the finance minister. The provin-
cial government purchased the new US-made plane when Nawab Aslam
Raisani was the Chief Minister of the province.

in LBs elections in the province

L o el
the election commussion
should review its decision
and postpone the LB's
elections for an indefinite
neriod GoB announces to
olls on May
s announced
elections  in
Balochistan on May 29th
sovern-
ment has also demanded of
the ECP 1o delay the elee-
tions because of financial

Interior Minister says Karachi blast an
attack on Pak-China friendship

ISLAMABAD:;  Mimster for
Interior  Rana Sanaullah on
Wednesday expressed resolve to
arrest perpetrators of Karachi blast
and set a precedent. He said that on
the directives of Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, he was going to
Karachi today. )

He said the entire country
expressed solidanty with Chinese
brothers and it was our common
erief. We will deal with it with full
orce as il is atlack on Pak-China

ing with the concerned authonties,
Our great friend China will be kept
fully informed in progress about
investigation mto the meident, he
added.

The mamster samd they would
review all secunity apparatus for
Chinese residents and would take
effective measures after a thorough
review of security. Every aspect
will be carefully examined, he
added. Sana Ullah said the federal
government would cooperale fully
bring the perpetrators  to
Justice. JNP

frendship. he added. He smd that  fo
he woul

Mines minerals crucial for economic
development of Balochistan: Jamali

find out the facts in meet-

Balochistan and the country.

and administrative issues
However, the ECP had
tumed down the request of
the Balochistan govern-
ment m thas regard.

Hitherto, sertous tlaws
and nregulanties i the
mformation of wards and
delmmitations have put a
L{uestmn mark on the cred-
ibility of the elections.
Political parties and pec-\ﬂe
belongimng to various walks
of life have urged the ECP
to review the holding of
the polls and address the
grievances of the masses
i this regard

Members of BA men-
toned that the ECP should
review 1ts decision and
make sure transparency m
terms of the elechion of
councilors across  the
provinee

Senate Standing
Committee on
Information and
Broadcasting meets

ISLAMABALD: A meeting of the
Senate Standing Commitiee on
Information and Broadcasting was
held in Parliament House on
Wednesday with Senator Faisal
Javed in Chair,

At the start, Officials of Ministry
of Information and Broadcasting
briefed the Committee about
“Digital Radio Migration” project.
The project is designed to convert
the I{adm from analog technology
to digital techmology and it will
cost around 3.5 Billion Rupees,
ministry added. The project will
helps in making radio greener,
clearer and bigger and 1t will also
prove fruitful i inereasing the rev-
enue of the Radio,

The Committee also discussed
the issue raised by ARY News
regarding blockage of transmis-
1001 Chairman PEMRA
Muhammad Saleem Baip told the
Commuttee that PEMEA has not
given order of any sort regarding
any MNews Channel. He further
asked the ARY spokesperson to
provide information of areas where
transmission had been blocked and
names of cable operators of that
particular area, so that the authorn-
r?- could take legal action against
the responsible ones. The Chairman
Committee inquired the Ministry
about the steps taken to curb the
menace of fake news. He was of
opinton that there s no need to
make new laws but to strengthen
the existing laws and regulatory
authorities in this regard. The
Committee also discussed the
authenticity of list prevailing on
the social media regarding the
Prime Minister of Pakistan visit to
Saudia Arabia. The Chair directed
the ministry to provide details of

1 visits to different countries
from 2018 to onwards, in order to
differentiate the expenses of visits
of former and current PM The offi-
cials of Internal Publicity wing (1P
wing}) briefed the Committee about
the structure, programming and
working of [P wing. [P wing 1s part
of Mimstry of Information. TN
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He assured the office-bearers of the mines and minerals association
for addressing their grievances on a priorty basis. The Governor stated
that infrastructure would be developed in mines areas to facilitate the
mines owners and laborers working in coal mines of the province.

Safety conditions are being mmproved for thousands of laborers
extracting coal from mines

The Governor said steps would be taken for the protection of mines
and to provide better salety conditions to the mineworkers inside coal
mines of Balochistan. “Mines owners and workers are facing a host of
issues”, Fateh Shah Arif, the leader of the association said. The
Governor directed the mines and minerals department to listen to and
address the grievances of mines owners and laborers.

Jan Muhammad Jamali said that the jobs of thousands of people in the
coastal belt were linked with the fisheries sector. He said the povern-
ment has taken practical and effective measures to bring an end to ille-
gal fishing and trawling in Gwadar and other areas of the coastal belt,
The Governor on the oceasion direcied the fisheries department to pre-
F&m recommendations for providing a better working atmosphere to the

ishermen in the coastal belt.
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EDITORIAL

Balochistan needs
inclusive development

Balochistan, the country’s resource-rich province is lagging behind
all other provinces in terms of key social indicators including educa-

tion. health, sanitation. clean drinki
dicious distribution of develngment funds coupl
ical commitments are the un

the province.

ng water etc. Mismanagement, inlj.u-
_ ed with a lack of polit-
erlying reasons behind backwardness of

Track record shows, successive governments have always launched

politically motivated development schemes to
supporters, Constituency, individual and politica

Fleasc their influential

schemes always dom-

inated the Public Sector Development Program (PSDP) in every vear's
financial budget. Nexus among the Chief Minister’s Secretariat, the
Planning Development and Finance Department continue to deprive the
constituencies of other lawmakers.
Opposition’s constituencies were ignored
Opposition lawmakers constituencies remained jgnorcd during last
1

three-yvears of former chief minister, Jam Kamal K

an’s government,

Despite agitation in and outside the assembly. the opposition lawmak-
ers were not able 1o force government to allocate funds for their con-

stituencies.

This is irony of fate that the mandate of the lawmakers is to frame
laws since the assemblies are called legislative assemblies. But legisla-
tors are least bothered about the legislation rather they take keen inter-
est in construction of roads, buildings etc. That’s whyv. provincial gov-
ernments prefer not to hold local bodies elections rather decentraliza-
tion of development projects.

Development defieit of Balochistan is likely to be Rs. 100b

Balochistan government announced to have allocated Rs. 172 bs for
the PSDP during the financial yvear 2021-22, However, currently the
covernment has more than Rs 40bs as per the statement of ruling
party's Spokesman Sardar Abdul Rehman Khetran. The province has
already spent Rs, 40bs and it has more than 40bs for the remaining yvear.
It means the deficit is close to Rs, 100bs.

Chief Minister Quddus Bizenjo needs to put his house in order and
introduce a strict financial Eulic ¢ to ensure completion of development

projects. The
the

government s

_ i ould ensure inclusive development and end
ractice of exclusive development so that this backward

rovince

could come at par with other parts of the country. Action should match

words now.

For 36 wyears things

had been quiet at
Chornobyl, Not
uneventiul. Not safe.

But no one was warn-

ing of ‘another
Chornobyl’ until
Russian  forces took
over the site on
February 24 of this
year.

Russia’s invasion of
Ukrame first took their
troops  through  the
Chornobyl  Exclusion
Zone, where they rolled
armaored vehicles

across radicactive ter-
rain, also trampled by
foot  soldiers who
kicked up radioactive
dust, raising the radia-
tion levels in the area.
As  the Russians
arrved at the
Chornobyl nuclear site,
it guickly  became
apparent that their
lroops were unprotect-
ed against radiation
exposure and indeed
many were even
unaware of where they
were or what
Chornobyl represented.
We later learned that
they had dug trenches
in the highly radioac-
tive Red Forest, and
even camped there.
Afler just over a
month, the Russians
pulled out, Was this to
re-direct troops to now

more strategically
desirable — or possibly
more reasonably

achievable — rargets?

Playi

Or was 1t because, i
press reports suggest-
ed, their troops were
falling ill in significant
numbers, showing
signs of radiation sick-
ness? Those troops
were whisked away to
Belarus and the
Russians aren’t talking.
But rumors persist that
at least one soldier has
already succumbed fo
his exposure.

Plant workers at the

nuclear site. despite
working as  virlual
hostages during the

Russian occupation and
in a state of perpetual
anxiety, where shocked
that even the Russian
radiation experts subse-
quently sent in, were,
hike the young soldiers,
using mno protective
equipment. It was, said
one, a kind of suicide
mission.

What could have
happened at Chornoby]

and still could, given
the war is by no means
over and the outcome
still uncertain - could
have seen  history
repeat itself, almost 306
vears to the day of that
first April 26, 1986 dis-
aster.Yet, Chornobyl
has no operating reac-
tors. So why is it still a
risk? Doesn't the so-
called New Safe
Confinement (NSC)
structure rotect  the
site?The $2.3 billion
NSC was built to cover

aver the original and
crumbling c:ln‘f sarcoph-
agus that had encased
the lethal carpo left
behind afier the Apnil
26. 1986 explosion of
Linit 4 .

Supposed to last just
100 wyears, that still
inadequate timeframe
was thrown into jeop-
ardy as a reported fire-
fight broke out prior to
the Russian takeover.
Fears arose that the
shocks and wibrations
of repeated shelling
and artillery fire cou]ﬁ
cause the NSC to crack
ar crumble. Housed
inside the NSC 15 the
destroyed Unit 4 as
well as 200 metric
tonnes of uranium. plu-
tomium, irradiated dust,
solid and liguid fuel,
and a molten slurry of
uranium fuel rods, zir-
conium cladding,
graphite control rods,
and melted sand.The
fuel lump from Unit 4,
sitting inaccessible on a
basement Moor,
remains  unstable. In
May 2021, there was a
sudden and baffling
escalation of activity
there and a rise in neu-
trons. evoking fears of
a chain reaction or even
anather explosion.

All of these wvolatile
fuels and waste inven-
tories still depend on
cooling pumps to keep
thern cool. And those
cooling pumps depend

ng with fire

on power,

However, not every-
thing at the site 15 with-
in the NSC.Units 1, 2
and 3 are not vet fully
decommissioned and
likely won't be until at
least 2064, Even
though their ftuel has
been cooling for 20
years, it cannot go
indefinitely  without
pPOWET. .J'\nci,managing i
necessitates  skilled,
and unhartied, person-
nel.

Loss of power threat-
ens the ISF-1 spent
nuclear fuel pool where
much of the waste fuel
is still  stored,  As
nuclear engineer. Dave
Lochbaum, described it
in an email, “If forced
cooling 15 lost, the
decay heat will warm
the water until it boils
or until the heat dissi-
pated by convective
and conduction allows
equilibrium to be estab-
lished at a higher, but
not boiling, point.

“If the pool boils, the
spent fuel remains sul-
ficiently cooled until
the water level drops
below the top of the
fuel assemblies.”

Al that point. howev-
er. adds Union of
Concerned  Scientists
physicist, Ed Lyman, “a
serious condition in the
ISF-1 spent nuclear
fuel pool™ could oceur.
“However, because the
spent fuel has cooled

for a couple of decades
there would be many
days to  intervenc
before the spent fuel
was exposed.”

At the time of the
invasion, workers ai the
site had been engaged
in moving the full
radioactive waste
inventory from all 4 of
the Chornobyl reactors,
from the common fuel
pool to the ISF-2 facili-
ty where it will be dis-
mantled and put into
long-term slorage
casks. It is unclear
whether this operation
was halted, but likely
s0.Fire also remainsg a
significant risk at the
site. The massive 2020
wildfire that reached
the perimeter of the
Chornobyl plant site,
occurred in April, well
before the dry season.
Military combat clearly
invites the risk of ignit-
injrz a lethal fire.

ndeed, the entire
region, known as the
Chornobyl Exclusion
Zone. 15 a tinderbox. As
Dr Tim Mousseau and
his research feam dis-
covered, dead wood
and leaf litter on the
forest  fleors is not
decaying properly. like-
Iy because the microbes
and other organisms
that drive the process
of decay are reduced or
gone due to their own
prolonged exposure to
radiation,

A change for the wors

Prior to the exit of
Imran Khan, in 1989 a
no-trust  motion  was
voled upon against the-
then prime minister
Benazir Bhutto. The con-
tJasting] manners in
which the ruling party of
the day reacted to the no-
trust motion on  each
oceasion is a grim point-
er to the direction 1n
which our politics has
moved since 1989 — hy
all accounts, a tum for
the worse,

In a parhamentary
democracy. the executive
is the creation of parlia-
ment. Being the chief
executive, the prime
minister must enjoy the
confidence of the ma]ion—
ty of the popularly-clect-
ed legislature — in our
case  the Mational
Assembly. That is the
redason one o lhi: rst
azenda items after the
election of the presiding
officers in a newly elect-
ed parliament is to ascer-
tain who enjoys the con-
fidence of the majority of
the members.

In some countries. as
in India, the prime minis-
ter is appointed by the
president. After hig/her
appomiment, the pnime
minister is bound to seek
a vote of confidence
from the popular cham-
ber within the stipulated
period. In case he fails to
do so. he has to call it
uits. In Indiz, o 1996,
Atal  Bihart  Vajpayee
sref)p-ed down as premier
only a fortnight after
being sworn i having
failed to win the vote of
confidence from the Lok

abha.

Taking due cognizance
of this fundamental con-
vention of parliamentary

form of govemment,
Article 91 (3) of the con-
stitution of  Pakistan
states: “Adter the election
of the Speaker and the
Deputy  Speaker, the
National Assembly shall,
to the exclusion of any
other business, proceed
to elect without debate
one of its Muslim mem-
bers to be the Prnime
Minister.” Clause (4) of
the same article adds:
“The Prime Minister
shall be elected by the
votes of the majority of
the total memberslnF af
the National Assembly.”
Logically, if the
National Assemhlif by a
majerity can elect a
member as prime minis-
ter. 1t can also vote them
out. Hence, Article 95 of
the constitution stipu-
lates that if a motion of
no-confidence is passed
by a majority of the total
membership of the
National Assembly, the
prime  mamister  shall
cease to hold office. Thus
the popularly elected
assembly’s power to vote
out the prime minister is
an_essential. non-nego-
tiable feature of parlia-
mentary democracy,
Coming bac to
Pakistan, 1n a power
strugele, prime ministers

have generally  been
whumped by powerful
presidents. OWEVET,

prior to April 10, 2022 no

rime minister had ever
een voted out on the
floor of the house. The
only prime minister who
had come close to being
voted out was Benazir
Bhutto. .

The election of the
charismatic Benazir
Bhutto in [988 marked
the eclipse of a long.

dark era of despotism,
against which she had
spearheaded a popular
movement.  Though it
had emerged as the sin-
gle largest party m the
national elections, her
party. the PPP, fell short
of a clear majority and
could form the govern-
ment only with the help
of smaller/regional par-
ties and independents,
and having reached a
power-sharing deal with
the then president and
other powerful stake-
holders. However, all
along the weak coalition
hung by a thread.

) Tﬁinggs came to a head
in 1989 when the opposi-
tion tabled a non-confi-
dence motion  against
Benazir Bhutte. In view
of the thin majority of the
ruling coalition in the
Mational Assembly, the
outcome of the motion
was anybody's guess.
That said,” Benazir
Bhutto dealt with the
clrrposmon‘s move with
all grace and dignit

befitling a democratical-
Iy elected leader. At no
point did she term the
maotion an international
COnNSpiracy, although
bemng a leader of interna-
tional stature, she could
have contrived a conspir-
acy theory without much
ado. Her father Zulfikar
Ali Bhutto. it may be
mentioned, is widely
believed to have been a
vietim of such a conspir-

acy.
c%\or did she, or any
other leader from her
party. use abusive lan-
suage against her oppo-
nents. much less accuse
them of being morally
bankrupt or fraitors, She
did strongly criticize the

opposition lor what she
called their undemaocratic
tactics and allegedly try-
ing to purchase loyalties
of her parhamentarians.
In retwrn, she took the
fak for having allegedly
resorted to similar tac-
tics. At that time, the
constitution didn't
embody provisions
against floor-crossing by
the legislators and so
they were absolutely free
o move from ong parly
tor another.

It is widely believed
that the strings of the
opposition, which was
led by the then Punjab
chief minister and future
grlm_e minister Nawaz

harif, were pulled by
the then  president
Ghulam  Ishag  Khan
(GIK). But Benazir
Bhutto didn’t point an
aecusing finger at state
institutions, Nor did she
threaten the members of
her party who were sus-
pected of defecting, or
their families, of dire
consequences, To top i
all, despite being a huge-
Iy popular leader, she
didn’t seek to defeat the
no-confidence maotion
through a show of
strength on the streets,
Being a leader who was
well-steeped in demo-
cratic conventions, she
knew well that, far from
being an aberration, a
NON-trust motion was an
integral part of the parha-
mentary form of govern-
ment.

Equally graceful was
the role of the then
speaker of the Natonal
Assembly and wveteran

litician, Malik Meraj
chalid, who had already
won_accolades for con-
ducting the business of

By Hussain H Zaidi
the house in a completely
impartial way, as he was
supposed to do as per the
spinit of his high office.
At no point during the
whole episode did he
demonstrate that he was
taking sides. Instead. he
went by the book and
allowed the no-trusi
maotion to take its logical
course. The highest court
of the land didn’t have to
intervene to ensure that
the motion was put lo
VOIS,

The no-trust motion
was defeated by only 12
votes and Prime Minister
Bhutto survived. But the
cards had already been
stacked against her, In a
few months, she was
sacked by president GGIK
by invoking the now-
defunct Article 58 (2-h)
of the constitution. In a
game of fluctuating for-
tunes, three years later
she was back in the sad-
dle having sunk her dif-
ferences with the same
Glk. Pohticians can
always have more than
one bite on the cherry; so

olincal battles may not
e taken as a matter of
life and death. )

The logical question
which the events preced-
ing the exit of Imran
Khan has given rise to is
this: why has politics
become such a squalid
affair 1 Pakistan?
Certainly, the advent of
the 24/7 TV channels and
the presence of a ubiqui-
tous social media pro-
vide sufficient ammuni-
tion to politicians and
their supporters to heap
slur on their opponents to
their heart’s content. But
the media, maimstream or
social, isn't the prime
culprit.

Action, curtains,

he curtains
have drawn on
Imran Khan's

remiership.
lis  successor
finds himselfin
a remarkably similar posi-
tion as Khan did in 2013:
strugghng to pay for the
lar, -cgflnpurt hﬁl, a budget
deficit that likely needs to
be financed by more delb,
and a shdmng rupee. That
i5 the thing about
Pakistan’s economy:
nothing changes, even
when things change.
Orwver the past three-odd
vears, khan made some
things worse, few better,
He launched a remarkably
il-advised amnesty pro-
gramme for the real-estate
sector. He delaved an
inevitable IMF  pro-
TATmE, prollungin& eco-
nomic nstability. But he
also invested heavily in a
public health insurance
system through the Sehat
Card, setting a precedent
that would be hard to
reverse for future govern-
ments. He also managed
the pandemic response
better  than  expected,
potentially saving thou-
sands of hivelthoods
But for most things, he
did nothmg. He — like
many before  him
ignorcd the 11u(l¢r|}'i|1g
structural economic prob-
lems that persist across
E.ull_llcal‘ cyeles.  Take
akistan's lack of tax rev-
enue. The reason why we
don’t generate enough tax
revenue 15 because the
governments have been
reluctant to expand the
number of people and
firms who pay taxes —
effectively leaving  out
urban  landlords, large
agriculturists, and many

repeat

businesses un- or under-
taxed,

Herein lies the tragedy:
Pakistan’s cconomic
problems require under-
taking politically costly
reforms — hence, they per-
sist regardless of who 1z 1n
office Part of the reason 1s
that almost every govern-
ment starts is economic
policvmakmg with short-
stgzhted ﬁrcﬁkghhn;; meéas-
ures, which eats up politi-
cal capital and takes a few
years before they have to
start positioning  them-
selves for the next elec-
1on timing which is
not conducive o under-
taking any of these costly
reforms. Pame  Mimister
Shehbaz Sharif’s admin-
istration will also have to
focus on such economic
ﬁrefighr'mg measures to
zet the budget deficit and
external financing gap in
control, This will mclude
talking to the
International  Monetary
Fund and, il they talk
back, to “friendly coun-
tries’ to secure hilateral
flows. Domesticallv, it
will be a hard act to bal-
ance the rteversal of
Khan's disastrous fuel
subsidies while attempt-
Jl}g. to cushion the impact
of mcreasing inflation on
people ahead of elec-
tions, Once this firefight-
ing is done and elections
are held with a new
admimstration n place
with a longer mandarte,
the focus needs to move
to the causes of this fire:
the structural problems
that keep Pakistanis poor

Thiz  requires  twin
focuses. First, buld
greater domestic produc-
tive capacily 50 we gener-
ate and produce more

By Shahrukh Wani

roods and services locally
hat can compete globally.
Doing so won't be easy,
but if can’t be ignored: 1t
requires combining public
mvestments m improving
connectivity and educa-
tion with the right incen-
tives for firms to mvest.
maodernize, and export,

Setting the right incen-
tives 15 the ke}fﬁlere. The
government can’t  and
shouldn't invest in every-
thing that might generate
prc-sEm'i_ty, but it must cre-
ate the right meentives for
others to undertake the
right activities i

‘or example, taxing
urban  land  properly
would be an important
step i discouraging peo-
ple and firms to invest in
real estate for speculative
TEAS0nSs. urrently.
Punjab with its 100 HIR—
lion-plus population, col-
lects less urban property
taxes than the city of
Chennai, which 15 home
to about 10 million peo-
ple. A consequence of this
15 that money flows nto
real estate instead of sec-
tors that either build
capacily for more exports
or substitutes the need for
unports. We can't. alas,
export comer plots.

faking this structural
shift requires taking on,
even 1f so gradually, the
privileged few that make
money not through famr
markel competition but
through government sub-
sidies, protections. and
perfectonal freatment. 1t
15 no surprise thal many
firms decide to sell local-
Iv where many enjoy
near-captive markets
rather than compete glob-
ally. A case in point is our
sugar industry.

The gathering storm

War clouds have
once again gathered
over  Afghanistan.

Even as American’s
longest war in its his-
tory has ended, the
Aleghan  people are
unlikely to enjoy the
dividends of peace, In
fact, a renewed civil
war has already start-
ed  between  the
Taliban  and  the
Afrhan government.
The impact of such a
conflict  will  not

remain confined to
Afghanistan but will
engulf  the entire
region,

he Taliban have
already made exten-
sive territorial gains.
They claim to now
control 85 per cent of
Afghanistan, especial-
ly the rural areas and
the crucial highways,
thereby encircling the
major-  cities  with
fighting currently rag-
ing for the control of
Herat, Kandahar and
Lashkar Gah. The
Taliban are also trying
to rebrand themselves,
projecting a more tol-
erant and responsible
image In order fo
increase their domes-
tic and international
acceptability .
Rejecting  Taliban
claims, the Afghan
government has
asserted that its forces
are regrouping to halt
the Taliban advance
and will retake lost
territory. The govern-
ment has also enlisted
local Tajik. Hazara

and Uzbek militia o
boost the capabilities
of 1ts troops while
relying heavily on
mlhtqr}f support by
Washington and New

Delhi. In these cir-
cumstances, a pro-
tracted civil war 1is

now the most likely
outcome, A

Prime Minister
Imran Khan is correct
in stating that the
Americans made a
mess in Afghanistan.
MNow they are leaving
a mess behind. Instea
of ensuring a peaceful
transition, the Biden
administration  has
rushed for the exits,
abandoning
Afghanistan to its
fate. American “over
the horizon™ military
operations in support
of the Ghani govern-
ment, such as recent
air strikes against the
Taliban, have encour-
aged Kabul to reject
any compromise solu-
tion. The recent meet-
mgs 1 New Delhi
between US Secretary
of State Blinken and
the Indian leadershi
indicate that India wiﬁ
also militarily assist
the Afghan govern-
ment.  The Indian
objective was clearly
spelt out recently by
former Indian Foreign
Secretary Sham Seran
that an Afghan civil
war would be prefer-
able to a Taliban gov-
ernment. il

A more  sinister
aspect of such Indo-

us cooperation,
underscored by the
meeting  hetween
Secretary Blinken and
Indian National
Security Advisor Ajit
Doval, is that Indian
and Afghan intelli-
ence agencies would
feel encouraged lo
mtensify support for
terrorist groups like
the TTP and Baloch

separatists — against
Fakistan, The
Chechens,  Uzbeks

Uighurs of the ETIM
and 1515 will also gain
greater freedom  of
action to increasingly
target China, Russia
and lran. )

In these circum-
stances. Afghanistan
will not only face fur-
ther devastation but
will also be denied the
benefits of its poten-
tial role as a hub for
regional connectivity,
Projects like TAPI and
CASA-1000 will
remain . unimplement-
ed. China’s extension
of its BRI into
Afghanistan as well as
its invesiments in the
country would have to
be put on hold. For
Pakistan, the costs
would be even higher
— continued instabili-
ty and security threats
on its western and
eastern borders, influx
of Afghan refugees,
and denial of access Lo

the region.Since
Afghan instability
will have regional

implications, the geo-
political interests of

Pakistan. China,
Russia and lran con-
verge on the need for
a peaceful transition
in  Afghanistan  and
avoidance  of &
renewed civil war. As
such, all four coun-
tries have individually
and collectively
reached out to the
Afghan parties. The
Taliban have. in their
engagement with
these countries,
stressed their willing-
ness to accept a politi-
cal solution, sought
international recogni-
tion and promised to
ensure that the Afghan
territory 15 not used

against  any  other
country. In a sigmfi-
cant  development,
Chinese Foreign

Minister Wang Yi told
the wisiting Taliban
leader, Mullah Bradar
that the “Taliban... is
a pivotal military and
political force in the
country and will play
an important role in
the process of peace
re-conciliation  an
reconstruction there”
Similar endorsement
for the Taliban has
also heen expressed

¢ the Russians and
Iranians. Efforts by
this “Quartet’, there-
fore. hold the most
promising option to
secure  peace  in
Afghanistan,
Intensified collective
initiatives by them can
still prevent a full
scale civil war and
lead to a peaceful

Lamir Akram

transition. . _

While the Gham
government will
prove 1o be a hurdle. it
can still be given a
safe and honourable
exil under conditions
that could be guaran-
teed by the "Quartet’
More  troublesome
would be the spoiler’s
role by India which
views ils  strategic
interests against
Pakistan and China
being better served by
cnntmumg warfare m
Afgzhanistan, But the
Indians or the
Americans will not
deploy their forces in
Afghanistan to protect
Ghani, having leamnt
the lessons of history

Consequently, the
Kabul = government
cannot  survive  for

long and would be
eventually forced to
find a political solu-
tion.Pakistan’s  sup-
port for an Afghan-led
and  Afshan-owned
peace process is laud-
able. But given the
high stakes involved
and the obvious
Indian interference in
Afghanistan, there is
need for a proactive
Pakistan policy in col-
laboration with China,
Russia and Iran to
protect shared nation-
al interests. Such a
collective  approach
needs to be based on
the ground realities, in
articular  that the
aliban must play a
kety role in a fuiure
Afghan government.

Selling lies

e are in
an era of
disinforma-

tion.  That
term 15
thrown around by all
political persuasions to
accuse their opponents
of not being truthful,
The systematic dissem-
ination of disinforma-
tion, however, 1s more
than just lying, It is a
political strategy in a
war to take control of
public  power  Its
intended purpose is to
create confusion, which
leads to rejecting gov-
ermment  nstifufions
entrusted to deliberate
over verifiable facts,
There is a significant
difference etween
lying abowt a particular
action or product and a
disinformation  cam-
paign  to  undermine
public trust in a demo-
cratic republic. A clas-
sic example of the for-
mer 15 how the tobacco
industry lied or created
doubt about scientific
findings that demon-
strat that smoking
caused lung and cardiac
diseases. Lip to the mid-
Fifties, the tobacco
industry had succeeded
in elevatmﬁ smoking to
be one of the most pop-
ular, successful, and
widely used items of
the early 20th century.
In response to the
mounting evidence that
smoking cigarettes
damaged one’s health,
the tobacco industry
hired the nation’s lead-

ing public relations
firm. The industry fol-
lowed the consultant’s
advice and focused its
efforts on disrupting the
usual  processes  of
knowledge production
in medicine, science,
and  public  health,
Consequently, the lead-
ing tobacco companies
embraced the scientific
discourse that assumes
there is always more to
know. The tobacco
industry’'s strategy was
1o exaggerate that prin-
ciple in order to spread
doubt and uncertainty
about the known facts,
The tobacco industry’s
campaign did not attack
the validity of scientific
mstitutions o analyze
the facts; instead, they
accused scientists of
not wanting to find the
correct data,
Eventually, the tobac-
co industry lost its bat-
tle by paying over 3206
billion through a court
settlement,  However,
that punishment was
only achievable
because 1t was deliv-
ered by an independent
court system that fairly
weighed the facts.
Borrowing a page
from the tobacco play-
book, Donald Trump
has not directly
attacked the concept of
democracy; instead, he
undermines the cred-
itahility of democratic
institutions by accusing
them of not treating
him and his supporters
fairly. For example, he

By Nick Licata
attacked Congress for
not  throwing  out

Biden’s electoral votes,
and he condemned the
courts Tor them tossing
out his 60 cases chal-
lenging the outcome of
the election. His repeat-
ed message was that the
election was rigged.

All politicians and
political parties can be
Justly accused of lving
from time to time about
their accomplishments
or their intent to accom-
plish things they have
no power to do.
However, past efforts
from major political
plavers  have  staved
within a sandbox of
playing with democrat-
1c mstituhons,

Trump stepped out-
side that sandbox on the
night of the 2012 presi-
dential election when
he tweeted, “This elec-
tion is a total sham and
a travesty. We are not a
democracy!” He mis-
takenly thought that
Obama had won the
election without the
mzlaijorlt}' popular vote,

our years later,
Trump won his presi-
dential election without
winning the popular
vote, but he didn’t men-
tion that fact. Instead,
when the polls indicat-
ed that he might lose
the 2016 election to
Demoecratie
Presidential Candidate
Hillary  Clinton, he
claimed it would have
been rigged if she had
won. Then.
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Pakistan earns $360m from
travel services’ export in
eight months

ISLAMABAD :
Pakistan  Bureau of
Statistics revealed the

country carned $360.034
million through various
travel services in_differ-
ent countries during the
first eight months of the
current fiscal vear.

The numbers by the
statistics bureau there
was a 1005 percent

rowth as it was

327.152 million during
2020-21 c&qmpareq tg ther
corresponding periods o
2020—5) .

It climbed from
£323 802 million from
July-February 2020-21 to

$358.544 million during
corresponding periods.

Read More: Pakistan’s
exports witness fastest
ever growth in Feb

The exports of health-
related expenditure
increased by 92.66 per-
cent. The education-relat-
ed expenditure went
down by 4 95 percent.

PBS ~ revealed other

?ersonal services getting
0.16 percent, The busi-
ness services exports of
business SErVICes
increased from $1.350
million in 2020-21 to the
$1.490 mullion i 2021-
22 The country’s services

exports  increased by
18.17 percent during the
first eight months of
2021-22 as compared to
last year’s corresponding
period. )

The services exports
climbed  up from
$3801. 18 mullion during
July- February 2020-21
to $4492 02 million of
this year’s comresponding
period.As far as the
imports were concemed,
it went up by 39.20 per-
cent as they climbed from
5508931 " million last
year to $7084.40 million
this year during the peri-
od under review IINP

Thar Coal Mining Project
sets the benchmark for all
other projects

ISLAMABAD : “Thar
Coal Mining Project has
set the benchmark for all
other projects in
Pakistan regarding local
people’s development in
terms of economy. skills,
and facilities.

It enables them to
think and live with this
world of the 21st centu-
ry, Today, I feel this coal
mine is the most beauti-
ful mine in the world,”

Sved Abdul Ghafoor
Shah, De?ug}f Manager
HSE)} o har Coal
ine Block 11, said
proudly.

Having worked for

Pakistan's energy and
construction  industry
since 2013, he is (‘Fdlc
experieniced in the field
of Health, Safery and
Environment after work-
ing for many major com-
anies. But for him, Thar
oal Mining Project is
always the special one.
“Since was in
school, Thar coal has
been the main highlight
of students and teachers’
everyday discussions. As
I started my professional
carcer in February, 2013,
it was always my wish to
work on a c"Jn:r_if:i:t that |
may_ proudly tell our

coming generations that
I was part of the team
who worked from the
beginning, and my wish
hﬂ.S come true since 1
jommed Thar Coal Mining

ISLAMABAD: Chief of Naval Staff Ad

Project. Today, eveing
this project with poten-
tial to lighten our coun-
¢ every minute 15 unbe-
lievable.” Shah said,

In May, 2016, Shah
started to work for Thar
Coal Mining Pr?]icct that
he always reamed
about, and arrived m the
desert arca of Tharparkar
for the first time in his
life.

"When 1 entered the
mining site. the condi-
tions were tough and the
environment was harsh,
As time passed | spent

time with China
Machinery Engineering
Corporation (CMEC),

and my thoughts turned
confident that compa-
nies ke CMEC can do
this, and we together
made it," Shah recalled.

S0 far, Thar Coal
Mining  Project has
achieved over 21 million
safe  man-hours, to
which Shah contributed
a lot. “Mr. Shah works
diligently to ensure all
the work ongoing is
safely executed, and all
welfare facilities includ-
ing clean drinking water,
neat rooms, good food,
etc. are provided to
workers, He always
manages the project with
up to date HSE standards
in the world,” CMEC
official appraised Shah.

Besides bringing ener-
gy security to Pakistan,

the project also has
boosted local people’s
development. According
to Shah, currently about
1,800 local people are
working in this projeet.
“Almost all family mem-
bers who are in age of
earning are having some
gaod money at the end
of cach month, It has
done a lot of help for
local families in making
their _lives pleasant an

safe,” he said.

“Today, Tharparkar
District 15 having quality
road network, hospitals,
international  standard
schools, good business
in the town and many
more  due to  this
Project.” Shah said.

li's also noted thai in
the environment field he
is specialized in, he
acted a major role as
EPC contractor repre-
sentative in Thar Million
Trees Project, in which
one million trees have
been planted, sustain-
ably improving the local
environment,

“Thar Coal Minin
Project has the potentia
to run and light up
Pakistan for 50 years.
It’s an honor for me to
work for this project in
my country. In the
future, | would love to
continue to work for it,”
Shah concluded with
confidence INP

miral Muhammad Amjad
Khan Niazi exchanging view with Federal Minister for Maritime
Affairs Faisal Ali Subzwari at Naval Headquarter.

ITP successful in maintaining
disciplined traffic system in city

ISLAMABAD:
[slamabad Traffic Police
(ITP) is striving to mini-
mize the road accidents
ratio by educating road
users and ensuring strict
implementation of traffic
rules on roads.

It was mentioned by
Inspector (Traffic) Rana
Ishtiag  Ahmed while
addressing in the con-
cluding ceremony of one
day road safety education
workslmﬁ organized by
ITP Ro ;F Safety
Education Wing  at
Islamabad Model gchnnl
G-7/4,
200 students and stal
members participated in
the workshop.
Administration appreciat-
ed the efforts {}F ITP in
maintaining traffic disci-

hine in the Capital city.

he special messagze of
SSP (Traffic) Mazhar
lgbal was also quoted on
the occasion that valuable
lives of citizen can be
saved by obeying traffic
rules. i

{Traffic) Rana lIshtiag
Ahmed and his team also

Approximately

revealed that the aim of
holding such programs is
to create trathic sense and
sense of responsibility
among the students and
citizens, advising them to
avoid underage driving.
yielding right of ways on
Junctions  and round-
abouts and pedestrians
while crossing  roads.
Students in the workshop
were also urged to avoid
using mobile phones
while driving, fastening
seat belts for safety in
case of road crash.

He further added that a
minor negligence of a
driver can cause severe
road accident and endan-
ger the lives of many road
users. TP is striving hard
to provide safer joumey
to road users and ahlizing
all available resources. At
the end, gifts were dis-
tributed among the partic-
ipants by the team.

The Inspector (Traffic)
said that ITP had become
a model of excellence
through its service-orient-
ed policies and endeavor-
ing to come up to the

expectations of the gener-
al public by ensuring traf-
fic discipline m the city.

Principal. Islamabad
Model School G-7/4 Ms
Rabia Qayyum and Other
Senior Staff Teacher of
School nFFrecmte-d the
efforts of [TP for creating
safer road enviromment in
the Capital [."it)i'. ISLAM-
ABAD: slamabad
Traffic Police (ITP) is
striving to minimize the
road accidents ratio by
educating road users and
ensuring strict implemen-
tation of traffic rules on
roads. :

It was mentioned by
Inspector (Traffic) Rana
Ishtiaqg Ahmed while
addressing in the con-
cluding ceremony of one
day road safety education
w-:rrkshnﬂ oggumzed by
ITP 0a Safety
Education Wln% at
Islamabad Model School
G-7/4.  Approximatel
200 students and slaE‘
members participated in
the workshop,
Administration ﬂgp'recml-
ed the efforts.IN
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Shehbaz Sharif,

Now, a madrasa in UP falls
prey to bulldozer politics

LUCKNOW: The bulldozer
olitics  of India's ruling
harativa Janata Party (BIP)
continues to wreak havoc on
Muslims. The latest victim of
the destructive politics is a
madarsa at Jamia Ashrafiya in
Azamgarh city of the Indian
state of Uttar Pradesh.

The administration mn
Mubarakpur, bulldozed 30-vear-
old building of the Jamia
Ashrafiva’s teacher colony al a
time when the institution is
closed due to Ramadan,

The administration claims that
the teacher colony has been bult
on the government's land, which
the madarsa authorities vehe-
mently denied.

A district official came along
with a large number of security
forces personnel and razed the
building with belongings of
teachers and their families
locked inside. The action has

Naib Tehsildars to be given
charge of Sub-Registrar across
Punjab: Babar Hayat

LAHORE: Senior Member
Board of Revenue Babar Hayat
Tarar has disclosed that that it
has been decided to give charge
of  Sub-Registrar 1o Naib
Tehsildars across the province
and to  start  registries  at
Oanoongom level while 1n
Lahore district, a one-week tar-
get has been set for launchin
registries in 28 Oanoongol an
its scope would be increased to
35 to facilitate the public in rev-
ENUE SETVICE, ) .

He said this while presiding
aver a review meeting of people
friendly and revolutionary ini-
tiatives of the Board of Revenue
i the Committee Room of DC
Office Lahore. Deputy

7
L4

created ruckus m the area.

According to local news web-
sites, Hap Sarfraz Ahmed, the
vice-chancellor of the madrasa,
was in Banaras when he came to
know about the demolition.
Apparently shocked on hearing
about the unexpected devel
ment, Ahmed pleaded with the
officials to stay the demolition
drive for a day. But the officials
refused to ob i%e_ him. When a
flat of the building was bein
knocked down, a madrasa offi-
cial, Shamim Ahmed, who hved
in it, was not given time to take
out his beh:mgm%:

A large number of people
zathered and raised objections to
the move even as the bulldozer
was on the job. It eventually
stopped when the administration
intervened on an appeal made by
local T%eop]e through a joint let-
ter. The administration stayved
the demolition fill the madrasa

Commissioner  Omar  Sher
Chatha, Additional Deputy
Commissioner Revenue Taugeer
llyas  Cheema,  Assistant
Commissioners and Revenue
Officers attended.

Babar Hayat Tarar said that
2000 Patwaris with computer
skills were being recruited. 471
Patwaris will be recruited in
Lahore district which would
improve the revenue service
delivery. He said that 60 Dhai
Maal E‘hi'akaz m Lahore dis-
trict. While 8.000 Dhai Maal
Marakaz were functioning in the
province. This would strengthen
the government writ and povern-
ment administration and will
help in establishing a high stan-

Speaker Pervaiz Ashraf
to summon all resigning
MNAs of PTI1

ISLAMABAD: National Assembly 5
Pervaiz Ashraf on Wednesday said that all P
MMNAs, who have tendered resignations, will be

summoned by him.

Pervaiz Ashraf informally talking to media per-
sons here said that as Speaker he will summon all
resigning MNAs including Imran Khan for verifica-

hon.

“Personal confirmation from members for their
seats 15 necessary
¢ procedure with
to stepping down from membership of the

resignations from the assembl
addmég that there i1s a comp
regar

house,” the speaker sard.

Ashraf said that verification of resignations and
questionmg about authenticity of signatures of
members is a necessary part of the procedure.

“If some PTI members have contacted you seck-
ing not approving their resignations.” a media per-

son questioned,

“Arpund two dozen members have contacted with
my staff members,” Ashraf replied. “All of them
will be summoned after Eid.” he added.INP

aker Raﬁ

Gardezi's students

A Syveda Nosheen Zehra calls on Prime Minister

ISLAMABAD: Federal

authorities return from vacation.

Talking about the building,
Safraz Ahmed said that the land
in question was registered by the
madrasa authorities 50 vears
ago. The building was construct-
oﬁ after leaving a 10 feet space
for an adjoining path. There 15 a
watercourse next to the path.
The watercourse was occupied
by land mafia, A case was filed
in this regard in the local court.
The matter is sub-juice. A district
official came along with a large
number of security forces per-
sonnel and razed the buildin
with belongings of teachers an
their families locked inside. The
action has created ruckus in the
area. According to local news
websites, Haji Sarfraz Ahmed,
the wvice-chancellor of the
madrasa, was in Banaras when
he came to know about the dem-
olition, Wrenrly shocked on
hearing.1

dard of good governance at the
doorstep of the people,

The Senmior Member of BoR
said that with the digitization of
Roznamchas  an digital
Girdavari having all the details
from cultivation of ur{mrs have
been computerized which would
not only protect the food securi-

¢ but also provide important

ata for planning according to
future needs, He said that the
revenue court manggement sys-
tem was helping in handling rev=-
enue cases and the data of digi-
tal Masavi was being uploaded
to the Survey of Palkistan and all
this digitized land record would
be available on one click. The
meeting also reviewed. INP

Minister for Finance and Revenue
Miftah Ismail held a meeting with Abid Hussain Bhayo, Federal
Minister for Privatization at Finance Division .

Expert calls for enhanced
Pak-China cooperation in
smart plant protection

ISLAMABAD: Experts called for
enhanced Pak-China cooperation in

Elections will be held
on time, says Marriyum
Aurangzeb

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Minister for Information and
Broadcasting Marriyum
Aurangzeb said on Wednesday that
the elections will be held on time
and those seeking resignation from
the Chief Election Commmissioner
(CEC) should have resigned them-
selves for sending the growth rate

to nﬁx_n‘rive.

Addressing a press conference
in Islamabad on Wednesday, she
said that Imran Khan 1s afrmd o
spirit of PM Shehbaz Shanf to
serve diligently and the govemn-
ment has changed but the cassette
of his speech has not changed.

Regarding the suicide bombing
that killed two Chinese citizens,
Marmivum said that the Chinese
embassy will be ]-;e?t_ updated on
the investigation, while foolproof
security of Chinese citizens was
beingr ensured and a meeting of
NECTA would also be convened
immediately.

The mimister said that an imvesti=
cation into the incident has been
aunched and the laws enacted by
the previous government will be
reviewed, while a cabinet commit-
tee has also been formed to review
the laws. INP

PM Shehbaz meets Asif
Zardari, pledges to work
for democratic stability

ISLAMABAD: Prime Mlinister
Shehbaz Sharif on Wednesday has
met former president and Pakistan
P:qplcs’ Party (PPP) Co-chairman
Asit Ali Zardar, discussed the cur-
rent political sitation and pledged
to work together for democratic
stability. He said that the suprema-
cy of the constitution and continu-
ity of the democratic process is the
secret to national development.,

Earlier, Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
had a one-on-ong meeting with
President ArifAlvi right after tak-
ing the oath and the meeting
between the two leaders la

sted for more than half an
hour.INP

ACPKHI organizes iftar
dinner in honour
of journalist

KARACHI: The Arts Council of
Pakistan Karachi has organized
iftar dinner in honor of journalists
at June Elia Lawn which was
attended by a large number of jour-
nalists,

President Arts Council
Muhammad Ahmad Shah along
with members of the governing
body welcomed the journalists an
thanked them for attending the
iftar party in such large numbers.
He also thanked the Provincial
Mimister for Culture and Education
Syed Sardar Ali Shah for attending
iftar, Vice President Munawar
Saeed, Secret L-"g'az Farooqi, Dr.
Qasim Soomro, [N

cides and labor, and reduced impact on
the environment and nontarget organ-

serving home &
abroad: Prof Alfreed

_LAHORE: Post
Graduate | Medical
Institute Principal Prof,
Dn. Mubammad Al-freed
Zafar has expressed deep
sense of sorrow and prief
over the sad demise of
Former Health Minister
and Ex  Prncipal  of
Allama Igbal Medical
College Prof. Dr. Sved
Ali Raza Garderi and said
that the medical profes-
sion_has lost a highly
qualified and experienced
teacher whose services to
the Health Sector will be
remembered for a long
time.

In his condolence mes-
sage. Principal PGMI
said that late Prof. Dr
Syed Al Raza Gardezi in
his time trained thousands
of students in the field of
medicine who are still
serving in various med-

Pakistan needs to tap into solar, wind
energy potential: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD:
Pakistan has tremendous
potential in green energy
resources, particularly
solar and wind, wlncr]
need to be tapped to help
the country move
towards clean energy
ecosystem and tackle the
climate change effects.

Pakistan’s  heavy
reliance on  high-cost
dirty fossil fuels to make
electricity has widened
the trade deficit to alarm-
g levels as oil products
make up the bulk of the
country s total exports.

Tuaha Adil, a research

economist at  Policy
Research  Institute  of
Market Economy,

informed WealthPK that
Pakistan has great poten-

t1al mn solar and wind
energy as it has an aver-
a;ige nine and a half hours
of sunlight daily. which is
enough to produce a huge
amount of solar electrici-

.

He said Quaid-i-Azam
Solar Park (a photovolta-
1 Euwt:r station) was
established m 2016 with
a designed capacity to
generate 1,000MW,

_He said that with the
rising costs of electricity
in Pakistan and an unreli-
able gnd supply, more
industries and commer-
cial organisations are
exploring solar solutions.
“There has also been a
_str-::»nigi rise in_domestic
installation of rooftop
photovoltaic panels in

larger cities,” he
mci:l aned.
le said that the gov-

ernment  introduced net
metering regulations in
September 2015 for solar
projects under MW,
“The government is tar-
geting to add approxi-
mately 3, 000MW of solar
power to the grid through
net metering to energise
at least one million cus-
tomers. According to
Tuaha Adil, the total
installed power genera-
tion capacity of the coun-
fry was 39 772MW an
ZIEZI. The public sector
wet plants contributed
0.820MW while private
sector power Elﬂnts con-
wibuted 18,925MW
The above table shows

that the electric -
duced through tlgcrpq:‘;]
sources had a whopping
63.1% share: while the
solar and wind energy
contributed only 4.4% to
the rotal energy mix.
According to the World
Bank, Pakistan  has
tremendous potential in
enerating solar CNETEY
v utilising only 0.071%
of the country’s total
area, Additionally,
Pakistan has several well-
krpc;jwn win _cgnidnés
with average wind s 5
of _.".3711':'&‘ mn unlyp?s%
of 1tz windiest areas.
Despite having launched
a number of projects, the
installed capacity of solar
an wind energy in
Pakistan INP

ical colleges and other
departmenis at home and
ADroad.

He sad that Prof. Al
Raza Gardezi was a well-
known name in the med-
ical world where the serv-
ices of the late will long
be remembered by the
medical community. He
turther said that on the
death of Prof. Dr Syed
Al Raza Gardezi every-
one 1n the medical field s
in gref and considers it
an honor to follow s
footsteps. INP

smart plant protection, China Economic
Net {S_ET"«'} reported on Wednesday,
“Pakistan and China can build joint
insect forecasting and monitoring labs
and smart plant protection technology
groups for sustainable pest management
of field crops in particular in both coun-
tries. A scientific research Journal on
Smart Plant Protection can also be start-
ed to serve as an esteemed platform to
strengthen the research cooperation
bilaterally and with other countries
along the Belt and Road”, sad Dr. Alnd
Ali, Assistant Professor, artment of
Entomology, University of Agriculture,
Faisalabad (UAF) in an interview
~ werall sFeakinﬁ_ smart plant protection
i a step forward to green control tech-

nology to achieve maximum output with
an integration of different control meth-
ods, rational use of synthetic insecti-

isms.“Conservation of biocontrol agents
and use of vellow sticky and pheromone
traps, amﬁyctal intelligence like drones
with rotary nozzles and sensors, genetic
maodification of plants and insects, these
are all smart plant protection practices”,
Dr. Abid Ah introduced Take cotton as
an example. In Pakistan, more than 80%
of total imported pesticides are used in
cotton fields only, “It means there are a
lot of opportumities for Chinese compa-
mes to launch their manufacturing units
in  Pakistan for biopesticidées 1n
Pakistan”, Dr. Abid Ali analysed. He
also recommended Chinese companies
to invest in the mass production of bio-
control agents like predators and para-
sitoids i addition to mass disruption
lures. “As people’s livelihood standards
are rising, they prefer food that are
organic”, he added INP
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ECP adjourns PTI foreign funding case till May 10

ISLAMABAD; The Election Commission of Pakistan has adjourned the hearing of the PTI foreign funding
case till May 10 while granting the request of its lawyer seeking more time.

A three-member bench of the commission was hcﬂ.ringi the PTI funding case on Wednesday. The case was
being heard on daily basis after an earlier order by the Islamabad High Court that the case should be decided
within 30 days. But later on Monday while accepting the PTI plea. the court suspended its earlier order to this
effect and asked the ECP to scrutinise other parties”™ accounts as well.

At the outset of today’s hearing, PTI lawver Anwar Mansoor read before the court the Islamabad High Court
order and beseeched it to put off the case for now and wait for the serutiny report.

But the ECP Balochistan member objected wondering where in the 1HC order had been written that we
should wait for the scrutiny committee report. ) ) ) )

Lawyer Mansoor objected that the case against the PTI foreign accounts was being heard on daily basis but
other parties were given three months date. He rued that an apphcation against the PML-N and PPP foreign
funding was submitted in 2017. The commission should have immediately sent the matter to the scrutiny com-
mittes five vears ago.

this, Chief Election Commissioner Sikandar Sultan Raja remarked that he (lawyer) should not become

brought other cases at par with the PTI case and demanded a leveT-phyi_i‘]g field. ) )
The lawyer complained that the PTI's financial documents were provided to other partiez but other parties’
financial documents were not given for perusal to lus client, ) o )
The CEC said that he had ordered for the provision of other parties’ documents to his client, He said that
llﬁ?\nabad High Court had sent notice to the commission and the commission would submit its reply to the

After this, Akbar 5 Babar’s _la\P'er_ started giving his arguments. He said as the PTI contended that Akbar S
Babar had nothing to do with its foreign funding case and he should be detached, in the same way, the PTI had
nv:i:hmg to do with other parties’ foreign funding case and it should not become inclusive m the scrutiny of
other parties,

Theplawycr said that Akbar § Babar’s case had been pending since 2014.0n this Sindh ECP member said
that commission was fully aware of its mandate.

The election commissioner said three cases of foreign funding against PTI, PML-N and PPP were pending
before the commission. He observed that the IHC had not stopped the commission to proceed on this case. He
said the commission would carry on its proceedings on this case.

PTI lawver pleaded that he wanted to give lengthy arguments in this case saying he needed time. He said he
would complete his arguments in two weeks. . .

ID{: tIh':]HP the CEC remarked since we had waited 7-8 years, then the commission could wait for another few
week. IT

sentimental. He said the commission held him in high esteem. He assured that all three cases were being heard
samu]lﬁneousl}-. He asked the lawyer to give his anguments on his case while reiterating that no case was being
stopped.

Lawyer Mansoor excused the court from presenting his arguments insisting that the commission first

Netherlands a step ahead to upgrade
Pak farmers’ skills: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD: Multisectoral bilateral coordina-
tion between Pakistan and the Netherlands is grow-
ing apace. The prime focus is on sustainable liveli-
hood for farmers and women empowerment.

The Netherlands is one of the leading exporters
of aglricu]tural products and is well-equipped with
the latest technology™. said Sundus Munawar,
Policy Officer from the Economic AfTairs
Dl:far‘rm::nt of Dutch embassy in Pakistan, while
talking to WealthPK “Dutch fraining programs are
launched with the coordination of a few povern-
ment institutes and international organizations
working in Pakistan. Mostly, attention is paid to the
public-private partnership. Gender equality is the
core motif of Il;ulch sustainability plan especially
related to potato farming, poultry, livestock raring.
trade and development ete,” Sundus said Talking
about the Dutch work plan concerning potato farm-
mg, Development Communication Ev_cecunue D,
Umair Safdar from Centre for Agriculture and
Bioscience International _(CABT%. said. “Dutch
project of potato farming is a technology transfer
model. Concerning it, the Wageningen University
of Research and Techmology &W Ry from the
Netherlands is coordinating with the CABLAs a
first step. four persons (3 male and one female)
were directly trained by the CABI as master train-
ers. They trained 24 more persons as master train-
ers’ replica from the potato centred areas of
Pakpattan, including Kasur, Sahiwal, and Okara.
The purpose is sustainable and better living of
farmers to make them a part of economic stream.

Before every potato crop season, they provide
hands-on practical training and refresher courses to
the farmers. In these traimming sessions, participa-
tion of at least 20% female participants i1s made
mandatory because mostly females are involved in

Process started Nepra Okays l‘aise

to bring down

harvesting, sorting, grading, packaging and mar-
keting. o
Secondly, Dutch way of potato cultivation is
demonstrated in the conventional plots. At the third
stage, printed extension material is provided. It
maostly consists of easy pictorial order rather than
technical text. Local stakeholders, including Potato
Research Institute in Sahiwal. Potato Growth
Society, Agricultural university of Faisalabad, and
Pakistan Agricultural Research Council (PARC) are
also invited in onboard demonsiration sessions”,
haring his views with WealthPK, Principal
Scientist at Potato Research Institute, Sahiwal Dr.
Syed Ejaz ul Hassan Shah said, “Dutch companies
mostly provide finished product (potato seed). If
they prepare potato seed in Pakistan according to
its elimatic conditions, it will help cut down the
cost. More and more farmers will benefit from the
qualitative seed due to low cost. A 25kg bag of
valitative Dutch seed is available at around
OPKR in the local market, which is expen-
sive. If the seed is prepared locally, the market
profitability share of Dutch compames will
merease, which is only 2% at present. Cheaper
rates of seed will ensure a farmer’s 100% access o
the product.”™
oreover, he said the Netherlands should also
share expertise concerning potate. Same in the
way, transfer of technology will also help Pakistan
improve its potato segment in agriculture, provide
sustainable livelihood and alleviate Emerty.
Dr Sved Ejaz also shared that he had prepared a
feasibility study on potential potato farming in
Pakistan and discussed it with Dutch expert Mr.
Romkay. [t is expected that very soon a new aspect
related to potato farming will be included in the
process, he added. INP

lSLAhABAI}: President PFUJ Shnzad Zulifqr presenting charter of demand to Maryvam
Aurangzeb Federal minister of Information & Broadeasting.

Entravision enters
definitive agreement to acquire
stake in Jack of Digital

CALIFORNIA:  Entravision, SHAREit and ad fraud protec-
a leading global advertising, tion service Spider AF,
media and ad-tech solutions “We are very excited fo
cumpnn&/, ~ announced announce our sirategic invest-
Wednesday that it has entered a  ment in Jack of Digital, opening

Bilawal like his ancestors
to restore dignity of
country: Shazia Marri

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for
Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety
and Central Information Secretary of
Pakistan Peoples Party
Parliamentarians (PPP-P) Shazia Atta
Marn has said that country needed a
foreign minister like Chairman FFP

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari because lmran
Khan had isolated the Pakistan in the
world

In a statement issued here on
Wednesday, she said that Charman
Bilawal Bhuite Zardari would restore
the dignity of the country like his

randfathér Shaheed Zulfigar Al
hutto and his mother aheed
Benazir Bhutto.

Sharia Marri said that former
President Asif Ali Zardari duﬁng* his
rule had made the country one of the
most prestigious couniry in the world.
Free. independent and dignified for-
eign policy is our main !mnm le of
current country and world will see
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari as
the best foreign minister in upcoming

days.

:[-'ht federal minister said that pres-
ent democratic government has inher-
ited many problems and we are hoping
that Pakistan will get rid of all prob-
lems. She said that Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari is became Foreign Mimster
which 15 the best message for the
entire world and whole world had
ag:prac:llatcd the struggle of Shaheed

enazir Bhutto for peace and democ-
racy. INP

Pakistan Navy seizes huge
cache of narcotics at sea

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Navy Ship
SHAMSHEER seized 1000 kg of nar-
cotics while d::plcli_’yad for Regional
Maritime Security Patrol (RMSI®).

Pakistan MNavy Ship apprehended
the suspicious vessel and seized nar-
cotics valued Rs 9 million i interna-
tional market, ; ;

The successful execution of anti-
narcotics operation is a strong demon-
stration of Pakistan Navy resolve 1o
deter and disrupt illegal “activities in
maritime zones of Pakistan, INP

KP Food Authority
seals 14 bakeries

PESHAWAR: The Khvber
Pakhtunkhwa Food Safety and Halal
Food Authority sealed more than a
dozen bakeries over use of substan-
dard material and sale of low quality
confectionary items in various dis-
fricts, ; ;

According to details, the Food
Authority during inspection in district
Haripur sealed four bakeries over
unhygienic condition and use of nfe-
rior edible oil in preparation of bakery
items. ) )

Three confectionary units were
sealed after food laboratory testing
declared its items unhealthy due to use
of low quality ol,

Food Awthority recovered huge
quantity of substandard confectionary
items in Manda Lower Dir and sealed
three bakeries.

Hundreds of kilogram substandard
bakery items were seized. disposed
and two bakeries were sealed in Lakki
Marwat.

Two bakeries were sealed in disinict

Khyber, Upper Dir over use of non-
food grade colours. low quality oil and
unhygienic condition.
_ Meanwhile, the Food Authority
imposed heavy fines on several bak-
eries in Tank, Charsadda. Mansehra
and Bannu for not following the
hygiene rules INP

Pakistan to host inaugural
seniors overs 40 cricket
World Cup

KARACHI: Pakistan is hosting the
Inaugural Semors Over 40 Cricket
World Cup in Karachi from 23rd
September to 8th October next year.
This was stated in a Press Release by
Fawad ljaz Khan Chairman Pakistan
Veterans Cricket Association,

The World Cup Over 40s/50s
Steering Commiftee announced the
decision yesterday to give the Imslnlﬁ
rights to” Pakistan for the Inaugur
Seniors Over 40 Cricket World %‘L{q}
M. Fawad said it is a great honour for
Pakistan to get the hosting rights when
other Counfries were also competing
to host this Tournament. The Seniors
World Cup will be played by 12
Countries out of 14 registered
Countries. They are Pakistan,
Australia, England. India. New
Zealand, West Indies, South Africa,
Sri Lanka, Canada.INP

definitive agreement to acquire
a strategic stake in Jack of
Digital, "a digital marketing
seryices company.

Founded in 2020 by ad tech
and marker_lnﬁ industry veteran,
Faisal Sheikh, Jack of Digital
specializes in international plai-
orm partnerships with some of
the world’s top advertising,
marketing and data platforms,

With strong local leadership
experience in Pakistan, Jack of
Digital provides marketing and
communication,  advertising
sales and relationship manage-
ment services o a growing
client base.

Jack of Digital maintains
exclusive advertising and data
sales representations in
Pakistan with short-form video
platform TikTok, full-stack

rogrammatic  platform
Eskimi, app entertainment tool

QOutreach session started
across Punjab to boost
immunization in weak UCs

LAHORE: As a part of the
World Immunization Week 2022
activities, Punjab has started
intensive ontréach sessions at
community level to improve
immunization coverage in weak
Union Councils.

Director Expanded Program on
Immunization Dr. ukhtar
Ahmed Awan and Coordinator
Emergency Operation Centre for
Palio Eradication Syeda Ramala
Al inanpurated the outreach site
in urban slums of UC 84 near
Bund Road here on Wednesday.
~ The World Immunization Week
is being commemorated world
over from 24th to 30th April,

EOC  Coordinator  Syeda
Ramala Ali said that vaccines
were key intervention to save lives
agamst many diseases. She sad
access to a basic hifesaving inter-
vention like vaccination can save
many young lives. She said, “We
have to ensure that the benetits of
nmmunization are evenly shared

MWM’s Nasir Abbas terms
Karachi blast as attack on
Pak-China relations

ISLAMABAD: Central
Secretary General of Majlis
Wahdat-e-Muslimeen, Allama
Raja Nasir Abbas Jaffari
strongl condemning  the
Karachi University (KU) blast
has called it an attack on Pak-
China relations.

In his statement issued here
on Wednesday, he said that
this is a clear conspiracy
against Pak-China brotherly
relations by hostile forces,

Allama Nasir Abbas Jaffari
said that the enemies of
Pakistan always trying to
destabilize the country, we
have to be more vigilant
about their nefarious designs
as these plans are serious
threat the national integrity.
Pakistan has paid huge price
in the war against 1eérrorism
and still sacrifices the pre-
cious lives,

the door for Entravision to the
South Asia market” said Juan
Saldivar, Chief Digmtal, Strategy
and Accountability Officer of
Entravision.

“Jack of Digital’s exclusive
Barr_nershtp_ with  TikTek in

akistan builds upon our recent
exclusivity with TikTok in
South Africa through our acqui-
sition of 365 Digital this past
November. With this invest-
ment, Entravision now provides
creative digital advertising and
marketing services in over 35
countries as we continue to
strategically expand our global
F{:oiprnnt.'{’\"tll1 Entravision’s
investment in Jack of Digital,
the Company again taps into a
high-growth region of the globe
with vasi opportunities for
increased digital connection,
Apprommat&lﬁ' 1.8 billion peo-
ple, or 23%.INP

by all. We must ensure that all
populations, especially the poorest
and the most marginalized. have
equitable access to immunization
services. Polio program 15 extend-
ing all out support to increase
Immunization  coverage  in

Punjab.

Tll'nc theme for 2022 1s “Long
Life for All; In pursuit of a long
life well lived”. The ultimate tna
of World Immunization Week is
for more people — and their com-
munities — to be protected from
vaccine-preventable diseases.

Director EPl  Punjab  Dr.
Mukhtar Ahmed Awan said that
the World Immunization Week
2022 was an n]i]mrtunir}r o
increase demand through active
ﬂrﬁgﬁsmmt of a wide range of
stakeholders. He said, “The EPI
Punjab has chalked out a compre-
hensive plan to use the opportuni-
ty and cover missed children, and
vaccinate unimmunized or partial-
ly immunized children. 17

The arrogant and hegemon-
ic powers wants to destabilize
this region, in case they were
not stopped it will be wvery
damaging our homeland, he
EddﬂF

The Secreta]'ﬁ General
MWM said that the only way
for peace in the country is to
curb the US interference oth-
erwise it will be dire conse-
quences for the region.

Un the occasion of Youm ul
Quds Pakistani nation will
raise their voice against the
Zionist regime, MWM will
also held special programs
and press conference about
the International Quds Day.
he concluded MWM's Nasir
Abbas terms Karachi blast as
attack on Pak-China relations
MWM’s Nasit Abbas terms
Karachi blast as attack on
Pak-China relations. INP
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Federal Cabinet meeting.

inflation: Info
Minister

ISLAMABAD:
Minister for Information
and Bmadcastmg
Marriyum Aurangze
says a process has
started to bring down the
inflation  which  had
reached an_ all-time high
in the last four vears.

[n a statement on
Wednesday, she presented
wo weeks performance
of present government,

sayIng at rme
M?’nister Shehbaz Sharif
has done in this short span

of nme, former Prime
Minister Imran Khan
could not even think so in

four years. The
Information Minister said
the price of sugar has
been reduced  from
eighty-five rupees to sev-
enty rupees per kilogram
and ten flour bag is
now available at four hun-
dred rupees instead of
five hundred and fifty
rupees. Marriyuom
Aurangzeb said the Prime
Minister has also directed
to end power oulages
from the Ist of next
month. Out of twenty-
seven closed power
plants, twenty have been
made functional in two
weeks. [NP

Govt issues
passport to
Ishaq Dar

LONDON: The newly-
elected coalition govemn-
ment has issued a pass-
port to ex-finance minis-
ter Ishaq Darlshagq Dar
who travelled to UK
about four years ago, has
confirmed the develop-
ment, Earlier,  Pakistan
Muslim League — Nawaz
%PMLN} supremo  and
ormer prime minister
Nawaz Sharif was also
issued passport by the
Shehbaz Sharif govern-
ment. A Pakistani passport
in the ordinary catego
which 15 vahd for |

ears has been issued to
awaz Shanf. INP

Governor Punjab
summons meeting to
discuss LHC order
for nath-taking

LAHORE: Governor
Punjab Omar Sarfraz
Cheema has summoned a
meeting of legal experts
and lawwvers to mull over a
situation in the aftermath
of a Lahore High Court
(LHC) decision to com-
plete oath-taking process
of Hamza Shehbaz by
Thursday. The meetin
with the legal experts an
lawyers has been sum-

moned after iftar _in
Governor  Houwse.  The
rovernor  has  already
eclared the election
IOCESS of  Hamza

Shehbaz INP

in electricity prices by
Rs2.87 per unit

ISLAMABAD: The National Electric
Power Regulatory Authority {MNepra)
approved Wednesday an increase in the
prices of electricity by Rs2.87 per unit
on account of monthly fuel cost adjust-
ment for the month of March,

¢ power consumers will have to
bear a burden of more than Rs28.90 bil-
lion with the increased electri ci_l]'y rices,
_The Mepra will issue a detailed deci-
sion on the increased electricity prices
after reviewing the statistics.
_ The Nepra officials. during the hear-
ing of a proposal for an increase in the
electricity prices, said that in the month
of March, power was penerated from
local coal, pas and LNG

“An additional burden of Rs350 mil-

lion had to be borne due to violation of

&
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Merit Order,” they added.
“A burden of Rs340 million had to be
Egme due to LNG shortage,” they stat-

“A burden of Rs9 million had to be

borne as the plants of better capacity
were not operated,” they elaborated,
The officials of National Power

Construction Corporation (NPCC) said
that the fumace oil-based power plants
had to be operated due to closure of
some power plants. “An additional bur-
den of Rs330 million had to be borne
due 1o violadon of Merit Order.” they
added."A burden of Rs340 million had
to be borne due to LNG shortage,” they
stated. “A burden of Rs9 million had to
be borne as the plants of better capacity

were not operated,” they elaborated. INF
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and Akram Khan Durrani called on Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif.
Tobacco Taxes: Pakistan
requires sound decision-making
at moment: Khalid Dogar

ISLAMABAD: Program Manager,
the Society for the Protection of the
Rights of the Child (SPARC), Mr.
Khalil Ahmed Dogar has said that
Pakistan is at a crossroads at the
moment where sound decision-mak-
ingir_is required. )

he deficit faced by national
exchequer requires immediate atten-
tion of the policymakers however it
should be pro-people, he said adding
that randomly increasing the prices o
essential items is not going to help
the country in fonger run.

Mr. Khalid Ahmed Dogar was
addressing a discussion held here at a
local hotel in Islamabad on
Wednesday to highlight Tobacco
Taxation as A Potential Remedy to
Pakistan's Ailing Economy.

He said that the governmenti should
in¢rease laxes on nonessential and
hazardous items such as tobacco
products as this will generate rev-
enues and reduce health costs as well,

The SPARC’s program manager

said that in theory the decision of
imposing higher taxes on tobacco
i:mducts should be straight forward.
fowever mislead by the extensive
campaigns by the tobacco mdusrrt-__
Pakistan’s policymakers haven’t
taken any serious interest in this
regard and tobacco products are being
sold at lower rates compared to other
countries in the region. Due to casy
and cheap affordability, mumber of
smokers has reached up to 29 million,
alluring non-communicable diseases
like cancer, diabetes, heart disease,
stroke, and chronic lung diseases. He
further stated that in Pakistan vearly,
170,000 people die due to tobacco
consumption. Mr.  Khalil Ahmed
Dogar further added that tobacco use
has direct and indirect effects on chil-
dren’s health. Daily 1200 children ini-
tiate smoking. Increasing tobacco
taxes will bring this number down.
Raising taxation on tobacco 1s the
most suitable measure of reducing
tobacco use and associated. INP

Micro, mini grids suggested
to energise rural areas

ISLAMABAD: The National
Transmission and D_ispa_rch_(_"-_:rm?any
{NTDC}) is overhauling its infrastruc-
ture by building transmission lines
and additional grid stations to rid the
Pakistan’s power scctor of the peren-
nial problem of transmission system
constraints.

Speaking to WealthPK. the NTDC
spokesperson said that during the last
1ve vears, the country’s energy sector
has undergone a significant invest-
ment phase to better meet the rising
demand for power across the country.

“A major power transmission infra-
sfructure project has come about in
the shape of the 878-kilometre
600KV high voltage direct current
HVDC) Matiari-Lahore

ransmission Line. This line has been
built under the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor, which is a major
component of the larger Belt and
Rcag Imtiative, This 15 the largest-
ever (ransmission sector project of
the country in terms of its caﬁﬂcug
and the  distance.” the NTD
spokesperson  explained.“It is the
basic need and right of the people to

get power supply. whether they live
in urban centres or in rural areas.
However, the MNational Grid
Company's (NGC) cost of transmit-
ting energy to rural places is often too

expensive, making it financially
unfeasible. )
To overcome this problem,

micro/mini grids have been suggested
ds d fCaSl e way 0 energise rura
areas when there is no central gnid
accessible, whereas the national grid
is utilised to deliver power to ﬁnad
centres and densely-populated areas,
the NTDC spokesperson said.

The main reason for the under-util-
isation of efficient power plants in
Pakistan has been the constraints of
transmission and distribution net-
works such as overloading of trans-
mission lines, insufficient transfor-
mation capacity of power transform-
ers and outages of transmission lines.

Overloading of  transformers
beyond their rated capacity is one of
the most serious problems in the
power lransmission system. As a
result, transmission lings are subject
to forced outages. INP




