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PM Shehbaz says Imran Khan

sold Toshakhana gifts worth
Rs140m in Dubai

Seven froops martyred, four
terrorists killed in attack on
military convoy

F
NORTH \’v’A?IRI%'lAT\
Seven soldiers embraced martyr-
dom, while four terrorists were
gunned down after they attac-

sssked a military convoy near

the Pakistan-Afghan border on
Thursday.

According to a statement
released by the Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR), the ter-
rorists had ambushed the mili-
tary convoy near the Pakistan-

Afghan border in Lhe general
area of Isham in North
Waziristan [strict,
“Troops initiated a prompt
response, effectively engaged
an killed four ~ terrorists.
However, during an intense
exchange of fire, seven soldiers
embmu,d martyrdom,” the ISPR
said in the statement,

The military’s media wing
identified the martyvred soldiers

PM Shehbaz rejects proposal for
increase in petroleum prices

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Friday rejected the Ol and Gas
Regulatory Authority's (Ogra) proposal for an unprecedented hike in the
prlLes of petroleum prnéuct*\

eaking at an Iftar dinner for the new government's coalition partners,
bheﬁbﬂ said: "As you know, the prices of petroleum products are revised
every 15 days. They had |proposed] an increase of Rs21 and Rs50 per
litre.™

He went on to say that the people of the country would "curse” the new
government if such a "mountain of inflation” was unleashed on them.

"What do the people know about what the previous government has
done?" he asked, adding that the proposal for the price hike was rejected.

Radio Pakistan also reported the premier as saying that the government
would bear the burden of an increase in prices instead of shifting it onto
the masses.

Meanwhile, a handout issued by the Finance Division also confirmed
that there would be no change in the prices of petroleum products,

“Ogra has proposed [a] significant increase in the prices of petroleum
products. However, the prime mimster of Pakistan has rejected the recom-
mendations of Ogra and directed to maintain petroleum products” prices
unchanged in order to provide relief to the common man." the handout
said, a cnm of which is available with Dawn.com.

The price of petrol and In%h speed diesel will remain Rs149.86 and
Rs144.15 per litre, respectively. Kerosene and light diesel oil will also
lc_;mtﬂnm to be sold for Rs125.56 and Rs118.31 per litre, respectively Web

CSK

Prime Minister Mian Shehbaz Sharif chairing a meeting on conu-
try's economic situation. Islamabad.

PM Shehbaz says Imran

Khan sold Toshakhana gifts
worth Rs140m in Dubai

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharifl reportedly said
Thursday he can confirm that his predecessor, PT1 Chairman Imran
Khan, took gifts from the Toshakhana and sold them in Dubai.

"Imran Khan sold these gifts for Rs140 million in Dubai," PM
Shehbaz was reported as telling |ULII'I‘I.,i|IS(S during an iftar he host-
ed a day carlier in the federal Capltd

The premier was said to have shared that the expensive gifts that
former prime minister Imran Khan traded for money included dia-
mond jewellery sets, bracelets and wrist watches.

PM Shehbaz said ihat he also received a watch once, but deposii-
t_]d it 1o the Toshakhana, adding that he "does not need to hide any-
thing"

The premier's revelation came in response to a question regarding
a petition seeking the details of the Toshakhana that had been filed
in the Islamabad High Court on which then PM Imran Khan had
commented that the details cannot be revealed as per the Official
Secrets Act, 1923

H‘\LLordm" to the law, whenever a head of state receives a gift
from anothér state or country, they have to give il n to the
Toshakhana. If they wish to kt,ep the gift, they have to pay an
amount equal to its'value which is decided through an auction,

These gifts either remain deposited in the Tn%l’:akhana or can be
auctioned and the money acquired through it is to be deposited to
the national treasury.

Former federal minister and PTI1 leader Fawad Chaudhry, howev-
er, refuted PM Shehbaz Sharif's statement, saying that the new pre-
mier is "throwing dirt on Imran Khan",

Fawad claimed that Khan bought a watch — that he received
from a foreign country — from the government of Pakistan and sold
it

"What is the offence if the [IhLl‘l] prime minister sold the watch
he bought from the government?" Fawad asked.

"It doesn't matter if the watch is worth Rs50 million or 100 mill-
lion | ] it |t l% mine and I sold it, there shouldn't be any objec-
tion,"Web D

as:
Havaldar Taru}‘r'ﬂuml (age 36
years, resident of Faisalabad)
Sepoy Suleman Waqas (age 34
vears. resident of Layyah)
Sepoy Junaid Ali (age 26
years, resident of Layyah)
Sepoy ljaz Hussain (aae 27
years, resident of Khai
Sepoy Wagar Ahme e 25
years, resident of Mirpur K las)
Sepoy Muhammad Jawad

Ameer (age 24 vears, resident of

Chakwal)

Sepoy Arshad Al (age 23
vears, resident of Sohbatpur)

The ISPR further said that a
clearance operation is underway
n the area to eliminate any ter-
rorists.

“Pakistan Army is determined
to eliminate the menace of ter-
rorism and such sacrifices of our
brave soldiers further strengthen
our resolve.” the statement
added. Web Desk

Bilquis Edhi
passes away at
the age of 74

News Desk

KARACHI: Bilquis Edhi, the
wife of late world-fame philan-
thropist and social worker Abdul
Sattar Edhi breathed her last on

Friday evening. She was 74vears
old.
| o

Earlier today, her family had
said that her condition had stabi-
lized. She was admitted to a hospi-
tal in Karachi for three days and
was tushed there after her blood
pressure had suddenly dropped.
According to an Edhi Foundation
ﬁokgbpu‘son Bilquis was ill for

last one month.

“Though she is not in a serious
condition, she will remain in the
hospital for a couple of more
days.” the spokesperson of the
Edhi Foundation Muhammad Bilal
had said.

COAS Bajwa,
Tunisian Envoy
discuss regional

security,
bilateral
cooperation

RAWALPINDI:

Army Stalf (COAS) General
Qamar Javed Bajwa was

called on by Ambassador of

Tunisia to  Pakistan Mr
Borhene El Kamel at GHO on
Friday. ISPR said.

According to  military’s
media wing, during the meet-
ing of the Tunisian Envoy
with the Army Chief, nml!ers
of mutual interest and region-
al security and bilateral coop-
eration in various fields came
under discussion.

COAS General Bajwa said
that Pakistan highly values its
brotherly and historic rela-
tions with Tunisia and we
earnestly look forward to
enhance mutually beneficial
multi-domain relations based
on common interests. Both
reiterated the desire to further
enhance bilateral relations in
all fields. o

The  visiting d1gmlan
appreciated Pakistan's efforts
for regional stability and
Fiedget to play his role for
‘urther improve diplomatic
cooperation with Pa
all levels. INP

dstan at

Chief of

PM Shehbaz rejects
proposal for increase in
petroleum pnces

QUETTA: Security personal stand alert outside sacred heart church during Good Friday Mass.

Maulana Sherani calls on
former PM Imran Khan

MNews Desk

ISLAMABAD:
Well-known religious
and political person-
alitv, Maulana
Muhammad Khan
Sherani called on for-

Maulana Sherani with
the former premier.
Maulana Sherani is
currently an  arch
political _rival  of
Pakistan Democratic
Movement (PDM)
Chief Maulana Fazal
ur Rehman. Sherani

P:]?T]‘—anprlmlf;h!:;'l'“Ibttfrl'; parted his ways with
Friday; Spedker Mﬂ‘ullanzl axlew years
national  assembly !I."G?I:l}t::'i over  party
Asad Qaiser and oth- R
ers were also present 65 6F MauTana
B e aeieaslon: A y ~ Sherani’s  meetin
The two leaders == . . el ing
digcnssed unfolding AL of the removal national assembly. with Maulana Fazal
: ©  pof Imran Khan as the However. there was ur Rehman was wide-

political events in the
country in the after-

PM after a
dence motion

no-confi-
in the

A security guard
martyred in a terrorist attack
in Roghani Chaman

Sardar Muhammad Khondai

CHAMAN: A security guard
was martyred in a terrorist attack
in the Roghani area of Chaman
on Friday. Levies sources said
armed terrorists opened fire at the
top of the Roghani and martyred
the private security guard

The wictim was guarding a
mobile tower in the mountainous
area when attacked by the terror-
ists. The terrorists escaped unhurt
from the spot, Levies and person-
nel of the frontier corps (FC)
reached the spot of the incident

Security forces sealed the area
as an investigation into the inci-
dent went underway. The dead
body of the victim was shifted to
district headquarters hospital
Chaman. A large number of the

llll.'

people of the area reached the
hospital. The hospital administra-
tion handed over the dead body
of the victim after the completion
ol official procedures.

There was no immediate claim
of responsibility for the attack.
No arrest was made in connection
with the terrorist attack til the
filling of this report

Azad Kashmir: Govt
approves PM election
motion in Assembly

MUZAFFARABAD: The
members of the Government have
approved the motion in which it
15 stated that election for the new
Leader of the House in Azad
Kashmir should be held,

According to details, the oppo-
sition has raised ohmcuom on the
motion that was [iled by the gov-
ernment members of the house

It 15 stated that today’s session
should be canceled and a new
meeting should be convened for
the election of Leader of the
House, the opposition demanded

It merits mention here that
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
has nominated Tanveer llyas as
their candidate for the Prime
Minister (PM) of Azad Kashmir.

On the other hand Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N}
and Pakistan peoples Party (PPP)
are yet to nominate a candidate

for the said election.

It should be noted here that out
of a total of 33-members in the
Parliament. 34 members from
PTI and allies, 12 from PPP and 7
members are from PML

The ruling party had bLlth‘IIllLd
recusal on April 12 for the assem-
bly session.It is stated that
today’s session should be can-
celed and a new meeting should
be convened for the election of
Leader of the House, the opposi-
tion demanded.

It merits mention here that
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
has nominated Tanveer Ilyas as
their candidate for the Prime
Minister (PM) of Azad Kashmir.

On the other hand Pakistan
Muslim League-Mawaz (PML-N)
and Pakistan peoples Party (PPP)
are vel o nominate a candidate
for the said election, INP

no formal statement
about the meeting of

ly shared on social
media.

Firing leaves 2
people dead, 4
injured in Segai
Gulistan

Statf Revor

QUETTA: At least two people
were killed and four injured during
an exchange of fire between
groups in the Killa Abdullah dis-
trict of Balochistan on Friday
evening. Levies sources said two
groups exchanged fire in Segai
area of Killa Abdullah district,

As a result of the firing two peo-
ple were killed on the spot, where-
as, four people were injured. The
|n|LLred were rushed to Quetta for
medical treatment. Levies termed
the incident as a result of a tribal
dispute in the area. The incident
was followed by dozens of armed
men coming to the Segai bazar
However, levies psruunnel reached
the spot .md took control of the
area. Tension prevails in the area in
the aftermath of the tribal clash

Sherry Rehman
criticizes Imran
Khan for pursuing
politics of division

ISLAMABALD: Senior Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) leader Sherry
Rehman on Friday eriticized for-
mer Prime Mlmster (PM} Imran
Khan for pursuing the politics of
division

Addressing a news conference
along with PPP leaders Nadeem
Afzal Chan and Faisal Karim
Kundi, in Islamabad. she said the
PPP leadership welcomes the news
conference of the Director General
(DG Inter Senlccs Public
Relations (ISPR ) in which he made
many things clear.

She said there is no mention of
conspiracy in the communique of
National Security Committee. She
said the narrative of Tmran Khan is
dangerous for Pakistan,

PPP leader Nadeem Afzal Chan
called for collective efforts to
strcr; then democracy in the coun-
ry

Lt General ngar J ohar visits GDA hospltal Gwadar

by the GDA and Pak

From Our Correspondent

G WADAR
Lieutenant General,
Surgeon General
Pakistan Army. Nigar
Johar visited Gwadar
Devel opment
Authorit ((:DA] hos-
pital in tﬁe port city of
the country on Friday.
She arrived in Gwadar
and visited the hospi-
tal and was thoroughly
briefed about the hos-
pital jointly managed

Army.

She also inaugurated
an oxygen generation
Rlam donated by

COC for the people
of Gwadar. Later she
was escorted to GAPS
Auditorium for her
talk to women of

Gwadar on women
empowerment,
‘omen from all

walks of life including
teachers,  students.
housewives. working

ladies, and

social to

realize their true

workers attended her
lecture. She urged the
women of Gwadar to
play their part in the
development of
Gwadar by coming at
the forefront along-
side men.

Women were
extremely excited to
have a lady amongst
themselves who could
rise to such a rank and
stature, she said. She
motivated voung girls

potential through hard
work and dedication.

She also answered
questions mainly
related to the joining
of the armed forces by
the girls. In the end, a
photoshoot was con-
ducted with the audi-
ence b% Surgeon
General. She dcpartcd
the venue while leav-
ing a lasting impact
on the women of
Gwadar.
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Balochistan’s

Healthcare Crisis

In its 50-year history as a province, successive governments in
Balochistan have failed to provide health facilities to the masses. It is woe-
ful that the discussions around health policy receive little to no space on the
agenda of political parties. The media continues to report the plight of gov-
ernment-run hospitals, polio, nutrition, and other issues. However, a mean-
ingful debate in the media about the abysmal state of health services is vir-

tually absent.

The result of this apathy is declining health indicators. For instance,
maternal mortality rate, child mortality rate are the highest in Balochistan
as compared to other parts of the country. Balochistan is the highest con-
tributor, with an average of 785 out of 100,000 mothers dying in childbirth
or related complications, while an average of 272 mothers dying in other
provinces of Pakistan. Out of every 1,000 children under the age of five,
111 die in Balochistan, while other provinces have an average of 49 deaths.
The data 1s as per the Pakistan Health Demographic Survey (PHDS) 2014,

In the aftermath of the global outbreak of COVIDI19, the Balochistan
government also increased the health budget and allocated Rs. 32 billion to
improve health indicators. Most recently, Jam Kamal Khan led Balochistan

government has announced to recruit

octors on a contract basis to over-

come the shortage of health professionals. Over 3,000 vacancies of male,
female doctors from medical officers to specialist cadres are lving vacant

for vears in Balochistan. The Balochistan Public Service

~DMMISsIOn

(BPSC) has already launched a process of tests and interviews for the
recruitment of over 1,000 doctors. The process of recruitment takes over
one year as per the BPSC procedures. And the government needs doctors on
an emergency basis in hospitals to battle the second-wave of the novel
coronavirus. The Young Doctors Assncialionl (YDA) Balochistan has reject-

ed the government’s

ecision and coronavirus, They demanded appoint-

ments through BPSC. YDA has directed its members not to submit applica-
tions for appointments on a contract basis.

This has created a new crisis. However. the solution is simple. The gov-
ernment needs to take all health professional bodies on board while making
this decision functional. The doctors who have already applied through
BPSC should be issued contract orders so that they could serve the ailing
humanity and get paid until permanent orders. This will allow the govern-

ment to implement its]L)

agitation by doctors, T
avoid punishin
intelligentsia,

olicies in the health department without strikes and
e doctors too have to avoid agitation and strikes and
patients. Bevond politics, the government, political
ealth professionals, educationists must make health and

arties.

education true priorities. Only then, this process can progress and living

conditions can improve.

The alternative momen

The brazen violation of
the constitution that took
place on April 3 was, in a
simple sense, a demonstra-
tion of egotistical pop-
ulism led by a man who
has been consistently
showing @ propensity
toward modern-day proto-
fascism for the last few
YeHrs.

He may not be the only
opulist to reveal linkages
etween populism  and
roto-fascism, but Imran
han has most successful-

ly demonstrated what hap-
pens to politics n a coun-
try when politics becomes
hostage to the whims of a
strongman. when revenge
trumps evervthing else.
This is where populism,
fascist tendencies and cri-
sis fuse together to pro-
vide a situation where
even the wveneers of
democracy are shattered
ruthlessly: Viktor Orban
did it on March 20, 2020
(the ‘coronavirus coup’),
Kais Saied did it on July
25, 2021 (the ‘legislative
coup’); Imran Khan did it
on April 03, 2022 (the
“constitutional coup™) — in
different yet wverv similar
Tashions,

On the other side of the
spectrum, the opposition
has been doing exactly
what pro-people politics
does not look like: mobil-
ising the constitutional
provisions to materialize a
pre-electoral advantage at
the expense of economic
stability and smooth dem-
ocratic transition. While
there are no facts contra-
dicting the fact that the
PTI  government has

caused  unprecedented
deterioration  of living
conditions  for  wast
swathes of the working
and middle classes, the no-
confidence motion,
despite representing the
sentiments of a large num-
ber of Pakistanis, was not
a result of a mass move-
ment seeking the ouster of
the premiere before the
completion of the term.

Yes. the breadth and
depth of the crisis has
caused havoc hitherio
unexperienced, but the
opposition’s move was
simply a result of the
zenius of nefarous power-
calculus invelving a simi-
lar kind of “political-buy-
ing’ that facilitated Imran
Khan’s ascent in 2018,
Moreover, we should not
forgive the mainstream
parties for producing the
conditions that provided
fodder for the emergence
of Imran Khan’s reac-
tonary populism.

Clearly, those condi-
tions were not provided by
the mainstream  parties
alone, but instead., as some
of us would rightly argue,
by the historically-main,
perpetually-consistent
contradiction in Pakistani
politics: the establishment.
One wonders how it situ-
ates itsell in the here and
now.

While one can argue
that the last nail in the cof-
tin of the PTT had been put
before Khan scandalised
the “US intervention’,
whats clear is that the
powers that be would
remember 1t as a “viola-
tion” of the rules of the

,r_ramc I°s not important 1f
mran Khan's ouster was
less or more humiliating
than Nawaz  Sharif’s,
what's significant is the
Hegelian dialectic applied
to the ongoing situation in
Pakistan: the conceivably-
constructive approach of
Sharif to forge ties with
neighbouring India is as
roblematic to our power-
rokers as the conceiv-
ablv-destructive approach
of Khan of implicating the
US in a fake scandal.
Historians would know
better and there most cer-
tainly have been instances
i Pakistan’s history mark-
ing the convergence of
varying crises. But hardly
have there been occur-
rences in recent history
where the multiplicity of
SOCI0-economic, environ-
mental and political con-
tradictions was more pro-
nounced than today: the
emperor is more clothes-
less than ever, the pup-
pet’s populism met its
demise sooner than pre-
dicted: the wanna-be-pup-
ets and the misnomers
or democracy have no
programme io offer, And
all of this is taking place in
the midst of unprecedent-
ed inflation, rising uiem-
IJ_IQ}-mcnl. excruciating
ving conditions, looming
environmental catastrophe
and a general, prevailing
sense of socio-politica

alienation. This is the
alternative moment, a
Gramscian  mterregnum

where morbid symptoms
would increase in number
and intensity, but also a
Heideggerian inception

the breaking with the
ongoing wcl%: and realm
within which we’ve been
placed forcefully.

This forced placement
of ours within this politi-
cal realm needs preater
emphasis; just like the
essence of technology, to
Herdegger, does not he m
machines or their compo-
nents but in the limits of
the modes of thinking to
which technology con-
fines us (inducing a “for-
getfulness™ of what we
were, what we are and
what we can be). the
essence of Pakistani poli-
tics is not institutional
intervention into politics
but the forced placement
of masses within a realm
that portrays itself as
immanent, on the one
hand, and actively incor-
porates forgetfulness and
‘inertia to recalling’, on
the other.

The technology of the
civil-military power elite
(and the constellation of
political, corporate, judi-
ciall and mass-media
forces that revolve around
it) has been undcﬂﬂkin% a
two-pronged project Tor
decades: producing
repressive  parlies  an
reprcssmag. progressive
forces. This is how you
construct a realm _that, on
the one hand, offers very
limited and marginally
dissimilar options, and, on
the other, continuously
represses the emergence
of strikingly dissimilar
iprogressive) forces. The
Eeuple of Pakistan have
een  forcefully placed
within this realm where

By RBilal Zahoor

the  military-industrio-
financial complex sits next
to “democracy’, where
politico-welfarist  Islam
plays with global capital.

There arrive moments
in history, the
Heideggerian “events’
not naturally or by virtue
of stages where the
defences of the realm start
exhausting, producing a
dominant sense of aban-
donment and orphanage
for many: a sudden oppor-
tunity to overcome forget-
fulness. This, 1 argue, is
one of the unigue
moments that offers itself
to the Left to take notice of
the inflating contradic-
tions and socio-political
anxieties positing them-
selves as specific sites
conjoined to the 'main’
contradiction,

Out there are people
deprived of the basic con-
ditions that make life live-
able. but also groups of
those young pecple who
were shown dreams of a
better life first and then
were made o experience
the dreams displaced into
vengeance that they now
overwhelmingly  share
with their leader. This is
the situation with the PTI
voters, whose collective
unconscious, unforiunale-
Id}-. underwent a dangerous

isplacement of dreams
into revenge, of hope into
worthless devotion.

Chat chere Iareh also
roups of people who are
ﬁredpuf b]::n]; mobilised
into “causes’ whose reali-
sation is neither worth-
pursuing mnor possible
(without striking .

A Twitter town hall

In April 2020,
Clubhouse joined the
ranks of the many social
media apps. Clubhouse
describes itself as a
“social  audio  apps™.
Users that sign on can
find and connect with
contacts they already
have on other social
apps and join groups of
people  with  shared
interests, What made
Clubhouse stand out.
however, was that com-
munication does not
happen through text,
like in most social apps.
but by live audio chat
for large groups, more
akin to a conference call
but with up to thousands
of listeners.

However, as 15 often
the case in tech, sooner
or later someone devel-
ops a cloned service thai
copies the key novelty
And so it was that in
March 2021, Twitter, a
company that has long
been seen as hesitant to
make major changes to
its  platform, added
‘Twitter Spaces’ to iis
existing Apple 10S and
Android apps. Twilter
Spaces provide the same
live audio chat feature of
Clubhouse and have
rreatly  simplified it

Vhere Clubhouse 15 a
bit cumbersome 1o fig-
ure out, Twitter makes 1t
as easy as two clicks to
find and join an ongoing
space.

Twitter Spaces are
organized a lot like real-
world town hall meet-
ings. Every space is sef
up and given a title by a
‘host” who ecan appoint
up to two “co-hosts’ to

microphones o listeners
in the space promoting
them fto ‘speakers
Typically, a space can
have up to 10-15 speak-
ers in it before technical
problems arise. Any
speaker can then press a
button on their screen to
turn their mic on and
speak to the entire
group. Hosts can take
away and reassign mics
ameng listeners at their
leisure.

In essence, Twitter
Spaces are a walkie-
talkie, a push-to-talk
radio for the era of apps,
with many people listen-
ing in on radios. A space
can have anywhere from
a handful up to thou-
sands of listeners in it
Like every communica-
tion platform, the user
communities of these
live audio chat plat-
forms have developed
their own code of
acceptable conduct and
behaviour.

Use of Clubhouse saw
a sudden jump between
December 2020 and
January 2021, inciden-
tally the period before
and after the January 6,
2021, nsurrection at
Capitol Hill in
Washington DC. In
Pakistan, Twitter power-
users have long included
Jjournalists and politi-
cians and remains the
go-to place to find news,
rumors  and opinions
that can only be hinted
al i cable news talk
shows or cannot be aired
at all. To the chagrin of
several public personali-
ties, ftweets can be
archived and on occa-

ephemeral,  although
anyone determined to do
so  can record and
archive them too. With
space for unencumbered
ublic  discourse in
akistan shrinking every
year [n-::trticn.llarl_?r under
the previous PTI gov-
ernment), Twitter
Spaces arrived just in
time for Pakistani dissi-
dents at  home and
abroad to provide a rela-
tively safer platform for
assembly, debate, and
exchange of ideas.

Spaces saw very wide
use in the run-up to
Aurat March 2022, For
months organizers and
supporters of the March
organized  hours-long
Twitter Spaces that la
out this wvear’s mani-
festo, demands and
engaged in maoderated
debates. The fact that
Spaces are not con-
strained by programme
schedules, limited air-
time, and bracketed by
commercial breaks like
broadcast TV means
debate arguments do not
have to be made in
dreadful  sound  bites.
This extensive pre-emp-
tive engagement took a
lot of the wind out of the
sails of Aurat March
detractors, who were
organizing Twitter
Spaces of their own.

hilg there was still a
lot of opposition to the
March, 1ts mtensity was
somewhat blunted.

This year also saw a
steadily rising tempera-
ture in the political arena
during the slow roll
towards the vote-of-no-
confidence against

ultimately resclved by
the Supreme Court by
hitting the rewind button
on the dissolution of
parliament. At the same
time that Pakistani
Twitter dedicated spaces
to the Aurat March, a lot
of others were dis-
cussing the political sit-
uation in the country,
While hearings at the
Supreme Courl were in
Progress, some spaces
were  conducted non-
stop for multiple days
with hosts and co-hosts
tagaing in and out, prob-
ably to take turns catch-
ing some shuteye.
Political spaces are
frequented by wvoters,
su?p_urters__ Erassroots
political workers and, in
the case of some parties,
by top-tier elected repre-
sentatives,  From  the
PTI, early on during
summer 2021 when the
ublic debate about the

single National
Curriculum (SNC) was
raging at iis  peak,
Punjab’s Minister

Murad Raas made him-
self available for ques-
tioning  on  Twiller
Spaces. From the PML-

. on several occasions
glected representatives
Dr Ahsan Igbal, Dr
Miftah Ismail and Mr
Shahid Khagan Abbasi
have been found rogeth-
er in the same Twitter
Space. According to my
knowledge, representa-
tion from the PPP’s top-
tier has been thin,
Recognizable faces of
smaller parties, like the
Hagoog-e-Khalg move-
ment and the Awami
Workers Party, are also

By Dr Avesha Razzaque

give suggestions to their
representatives, often
with only their civility
as a filter. It must be
acknowledged, though,
that the tone of conver-
sation in these forums
can  vary anywhere
beween partisan echo
chambers and bipartisan
town halls. The next
election does not appear
to be far off now and.
given recent develop-
ments, political parties
would be remiss to
exclude Twitter Spaces
from their digital cam-
paign strategies,

And that is where the
potential of spaces lies
they can be the app-era’s
modern  equivalent of
town hall meetings.
They can provide quick
and inexpensive oppor-
tunities for public repre-
sentatives to take the
pulse of the nation. For
voters, they provide an
otherwise rare opporiu-
nity to talk directly to
public representatives
and journalists which
they might ordinarily
not get a chance to. For
listeners, it has democ-
ratized direct access to
authoritative sources of
information. On the lit-
eracy scale, spaces pro-
vide access to those not
comfortable or able fo
type at length in either
English, Urdu or local
languages. The live
speech medium avoids
the kinds of misunder-
standings caused by

oor choice of vocabu-
ary, the inability to con-
vey tone, or limited abil-
ity of expressing them-
selves in writing that are

Balancing

srael’s  bal-
ancing act in the
Russia-Ukraine
war 1s likely to
falter soon. sim-
ply because the
resulting Nato-Russia con-
flict 1s expected to last for
vears, not weeks or
maonths. Eventually, Tsrael
would have to make a
choice. Alas, whatever that
choice may be, Israel will
stand to lose.

From the first day of the
war, Israel  somehow
became involved. Top
Isracli officials, including
the  country’s  Prime
Minister Naftali Bennett,
began calling their
Ukrainian and Russian
counterparts. Initially,
some in the media sur-
mised that Israel is con-
cerned because of the large
Jewish populations in both
Ukraine and Russia.

However, the headlines
quickly moved on, with
terms such as “lsraeh oli-
garchs’, ‘Jewish oli-
garchs’, and other combi-
nations of Israel-friendly
oligarchs dominating the
news. Business interests
uickly began replacing
the supposed concern over
the safety and welfare of
ordinary Ukraimans,

The latter fact was
demonstrated in a most
tragic way when Israeh
Channel 12 reported, on
March 10, that many
Ukrainian refugees were
‘stuck at Ben Gurion
Airport, facing cold and
callous treatment”. Israch
hypocrisy reared its ugly
head once more  on
February 26, when Israch
Minister of Alivah and

grate to  Israel
ome.”

It is obvious that Israel
does not care about the
welfare of Ukrainians or.
frankly, Ukraiman Jews
either. After all, these new-
comers to lIsrael would
eventually be incorporated
into the country’s illegal
settlement enterprises. We
know this from history,
and particularly from the
history of the migration of
Russian Jews to lsrael,
who arrived m their hun-
dreds of thousands in the
early 1990s. Not only do
many of them now reside
in illegal Jewish settle-
ments, bul to some extent,
they also represent the
backbone of some of
lsrael’s far-right political
parties, the likes of
Avigdor Lieberman’s
Yisrael Beiteinu.

Aside from the fact that
a country moving Iits resi-
dents to an occupied terri-
tory 1s a stark violation of
ternational law, it is also
a violation of the rights of
these vulnerable refugees,
who will be expected to
live in another war zone in
the service of Israel’s
Zionist ideology.

It is unfortunate, but
typical that Israel finds
opportunities to bolster 1ts
settler colonial model in
occupied Palestine by
ex]ploiting the tragedies of
other sociefies 1o 1S
advantage. 1t has done so
many times in the past: in
Ethiopia, following the
famine in 1984, in Russia,
following the collapse of
the Soviet Union, and in
France, following the Paris
terrorist attacks in 2015,

your

act

By Ramzy Baroud

broad davlight on
MNovember 13, 2015, then
Israeli  Prime  Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu
called on French Jews to
move to lsrael. “Of course,
Jews deserve protection in
every country, but we say
to Jlews, to our brothers
and sisters: Israel is vour
home,” he said.
Shamelessly, Israel
finds tragedies as political
opportunities worth
exploiting.  While  this
quality 15 not unigue to
Israel — the Russia-
Ukraine war has also
exposed the opportunism
of other countries around
the world - Israel’s
exploitation 15 doubly
shameful as it hopes that
war-torn  Ukraing would
help it sustain its own war
waged against the
Palestinian people,
However, Serious
cracks in the Israeli bal-
ancing acts are already on
display. On March 11. US
Under-Secretary of State
for  Political ~ Affairs
Victoria Nuland called on
Israel to join sanctions
against Russia. “We're
asking as many countries
as we can to join us.
We're asking that of
Israel as well,” she said.
Understandably, much
of that pressure is coming
from the Ukrainian gov-
ernment itself.
Volodymyr Zelensky has
repeatedly  called on
Isragl to reciprocate for
the Ukrainian support of
Israel during its genocidal
wars on the Palestinians.
Indeed, Zelensky has
taken every opportunity
to express his solidarity

assist them. All others sions have come back to  Prime Minister Imran  frequently found there. all (oo common in | Integration, Pnina While France was stll  with Isracl in the past,
join the space as “listen-  haunt them later Live Khan that ended in an  Their participation gives  lengthy text-based | Tamano-Shata, said in a  trying to fathom the enor-  even though Palestinians
ers’. Hosts and co-hosts  audio conversations of  unprecedented constitu-  voters the opportunity to  online’  back-and-forth | statement, “We call on the ity of its tragedv when were the ones dying in
can hand out wvirtual Twitter Spaces are more tional crisis that was ask hard questions and  discussions. Jews of Ukraine to immi- 130 people were killed in  their thousands.
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once again gathered boost the capabilities underscored by the Russia and lran con- While the Ghani latest chapter and markets. As com- These obstacles
over Afgchanistan.  of ils troops while meeling between verge on the need for government will in_the history petition becomes glob-  eventually grew into a
Even as American’s relving heavily on Secretary Blinken and a peaceful transition prove to be a hurdle, it of capitalism, al, competing capitalist conflict between them
longest war in its his-  military support by Indian National in Afghanistan and can stll be given a | empire. an war., enterprises seek help and their colony’s
tory has ended., the Washington and New Security Advisor Ajit avoidance of a safe and honourable | Capitalism means from their nations’ leaders, on one side,
Afghan people are Delhi. In these cir- Doval, is that Indian renewed civil war. As  exit under conditions | enterprises run by governments to and Britain's capital-
unfikely to enjoy the cumstances, a pro- and Afghan intelli- such, all four coun- that could be guaran- | small groups of people expand. ists and King George
dividends of peace. In  tracted civil war is }g,ence agencies would  tries have individually  teed by the "Quartet’. | - emplovers — who oliticians quickly IIl. on the other. The
fact, a renewed civil now the most likely feel encouraged to and collectively  More troublesome | preside "over large learn that companies in - war of independence

war has already start-
ed between the
Taliban  and the
Afehan government,
The impact of such a
conflict  will  nol
remain confined to
Afghanistan but will

engulf the entire
region. )
he Taliban have

already made exten-
sive territorial gains.
They claim to now
control 85 per cent of
Afghanistan, especial-
Iy the rural areas and
the crucial highways.
thereby en.c!'rcTing the
major’  cities  with
fighting currently rag-
ing for the control of
Herat, Kandahar and
Lashkar Gah. The
Taliban are also trying
to rebrand themselves.
projecting a more tol-
erant and responsible

image in order to
increase their domes-
tic and international
acceptability.
Rejecting  Taliban
claims, the Afghan
government has

asserted that its be]l.‘cls
are regrouping to halt
the 'I'%Iibelljn %dvance
and will retake lost
territory. The govern-
ment has also enlisted
local Tajik. Hazara

outcome.

Prime Minister
Imran Khan is correct
in stating that the
Americans made a

mess in Afghanistan,
Now they are leavin
a mess behind. Instea
of ensuring a peaceful
transition, the Biden
administration  has
rushed for the exits,
abandoning
Afghanistan  to  its
fate. American “over
the horizon™ military
UFerﬂtmns in support
of the Ghani govern-
ment. such as recent
air strikes against the
Taliban, have encour-
aged Kabul to reject
any compromise solu-
tion. The recent meet-
mmgs m New Delhi
between US Secretary
of State Blinken and
the Indian leadershi
indicate that India will
also militarily assist
the Afghan govern-
ment.  The Indian
objective was clearly
spelt out recently by
former Indian Foreign
Secretary Sham Seran
that an Afghan civil
war would be prefer-
able to a Taliban gov-
ernment, .

A more  sinister
aspect of such Indo-

intensify support for
terrorist groups like
the TTP and Baloch

separatists againsi
Pakistan. The
Chechens,  Uzbeks,

Uighurs of the ETIM
and SIS will also gain
greater  freedom ™ of
action to increasingly
target China, Russia
and lran.

In  these circum-
stances. Afghanistan
will not only face fur-
ther devasfation but
will also be denied the
benefits of its poten-
tial role as a hub for
regional connectivity.
Projects like TAPI and
CASA-1000 will
remain  unimplement-
ed. China’s extension
of its BRI into
Afghanistan as well as
its investments in the
country would have to
be put on hold. For
Pakistan, the cosls
would be even higher
— continued instabili-
ty and security threats
on its western and
eastern borders, influx
of Afghan Iefugees,
and denial of access to

the region.Since
Afghan instability
will have regional

implications, the geo-
political interests of

reached out to the
Afghan parties. The
Taliban have, in their
engagement with
these countries.
stressed their willing-
ness to accept a polifi-
cal solution, sought
international recogni-
tion and promised to
cnsure that the Afghan
territory is not used

against any  other
country. In a signifi-
cant  development,
Chinese Foreign

Minister Wang Yi told
the wvisiting Taliban
leader. Mullah Bradar
that the “Taliban... is
a pivotal military and
political force in the
country and will play
an important role in
the process of peace
re-conciliation  an
reconstruction there.”
Similar endorsement
for the Taliban has
also been expressed
by the Russians and
Iranians. Efforts by
this "Quartet”. there-
fore. hold the most
promising option to
secure  peace  in
Afghanistan,
Intensified collective
initiatives by them can
still prevent a full
scale civil war and
lead to a peaceful

would be the spoiler’s
role by India which

views ~ its strategic
interests againslt
Pakistan and China

being better served by
continuing warfare in
Afghanistan. But the
Indians or the
Americans  will not
deploy their forces in
Afghanistan to protect
Ghani, having learnt
the lessons of history.

Consequently, the
Kabul  government
cannol  survive for

long and would be
eventually forced to
find a political solu-
tion.Pakistan’s  sup-
port for an Afghan-led
and  Afghan-owned
peace process 1s laud-
able. But given the
high stakes involved

and  the obvious
Indian interference in
Afghanistan, there is

need for a proactive
Pakistan policy in col-
laboration wilﬂ China.
Russia and Iran to
protect shared nation-
al interests. Such a
collective  approach
needs to be based on
the ground realities, in
articular  that  the
aliban must play a
key role in a luture
Afghan government.

groups — hired employ-
ees, .

Employers are driv-
en to maximize profits:
the excess of the value
added by hired work-
ers over the wages paid
to them. Employers are
likewise driven to sell
outputs at the highest

rice the market will
car and buy inputs
(including workers’
time) at the lowest
possible market price.

Competition among
capitalist enterprises
pressures all employ-
ers to plow profits as
much as possible back
into the business to
help it grow and to
gain market share as
means 1o maximize
profits. They each
must do this in order to
survive because com-
petition’s winners tend
to destroy and then
absorb the losers. The
social result of this
competition  among
enterprises is that capi-
talism as a system is
inherently driven to
expand quickly.

‘hat expansion,
inside every capitalist
nation, inevitably
overflows its bound-
aries, Capitalist enter-
prises seek, find, and
develop foreign

their nations that lose
in global competition
will blame those politi-
cians for insufficient
support,  Meanwhile,
companies that win in
the global competition
will  reward  such
oliticians  for their
1elp. The social result
of this is that capital-
ism entails national
competition alongside
enterprise competition,
Wars often punctuate
capitalism’s national
competition. The win-
ners in those competi-
tions  thereby often
tended to  build
empires, historically,
or example, in the
17th and [8th cen-
turies. wars helped
British capitalism to
build a global empire.
In the %‘Jth century,
more wars punctuated
the completion and
consolidation of that
empire. Empire growth
had itself stimulated
all manner of chal-
lenges and competi-
tion, eventuating in
more wars. For exam-
ple. as capitalism took

root an Tew n
Britain’s merican
colony, colomial enter-
prises eventually

encountered obstacles
(limited markets.

resulted. Later, British
leaders went to war
against the United
States i 1812 and also
considered siding with
the enslavers in the
South against the capi-

talist North in the
American Civil War,
The 19th century

saw countless efforts
by other nations fto
compete with, chal-
lenge, undermine, or

reduce Britain’s
empire. Competitive
capitalist enterprises

engendered competi-
tive colonialism and
many wars. The United
States and Germany
grew into the major
national competitors
for Britain. Wars punc-
tuated the growth of
capitalism across the
19th century, within
the United States and
Germany, as well as
elsewhere across the
globe.

As capitalist enter-
prises combined, cen-
tralized. and grew —
resulting  from  the
competition  among
them — so too did many
nations  consolidate
into fewer numbers of
nations. Wars became
larger too, culminating
in the devastating first
of the two world wars.
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NAB one of most controversial
institution involved in political
victimization: Mian Zahid

KARACHL: Chairman

of  MNational Business
Group Pakistan,
President Pakistan
Businessmen and
Intellectuals Forum, and

Karachi Industrial
Alliance and Former

Provingial Minister Mian
Zahid Hussain on Friday
said National
Accountability  Bureau
(NAB) is one of the most
controversial  institutions
which is involved in
political victimization.
Talking to business
community on Friday, he
said that this nstitution
was established to eradi-
cate corruption, but it has
always danced to the tune
of rulers to help them
strengthen their grip on

power. )

Mian Zahid Hussain
said that NAB is using
funds worth billions with
no output and a pathetic
rate of convictions, there-
fore it should be closed.

e bureaucracy
avoids any initiative and
delays necessary deci-
sions for fear of NAB
while the private sector is
reluctant to invest m
Pakistan due to the same
reason, he added.

The business leader
said that PML-N, PPP
and PTI and dozens of
other political parties
have criticized NAB for
inefficiency and corrup-
tion, but after coming to
power, the same parties
use this institution tor

their own political bene-
fits, NAB ﬁas nothing to
do with the eradication of
corruption in the country
as its top officials are
always ready to oblige
the ruling elite, he main-
tained, Mian Zahid
Hussain further said that
the day Shahbaz Sharif
was  elected Prime
Minister, former Prime
Minister and Secretary-
General of PML-N
Shahid Khagan Abbasi
demanded the abolition
of NAB and accountabili-
ty of its officers and
employees which must be
acted upon without delay.
NAB has become famous
for incompeience and
bribery while I_Plea bar-
gain system.IN

Police officers directed to
intensify operations against
fugitives, anti-social elements

ISLAMABAD:
Inspector  General of
Police (1GP) Islamabad,
Muhammad Ahsan
Younus Friday directed
the field police officers to
imtensify operations
against the fugitives and
anti-social elements to
break networks of the
nefarious gangs of crimi-
nals.

Chairing a meeting_at
the Central Police Office
(CPO} here to review
crime situation of past
three months, he directed
the officers to show zero
tolerance fowards crimi-
nals by focusing on their
hotspois identified by the
police stations. DG Sale
city, DIG  Operations,
SSP  Operations. SSP
Investigation, all AlGs,
Zonal SPs. SDPOs and
SHOs participated in the
meefing.

Muhammad Ahsan
Younas lauded the police-
men for maintaining law
and order during the last
few weeks in political
gatherings, rallies and
especially m the National
Assembly session.

Expressing displeasure
over the performance of
ClA and ACLC, he
instructed them to further
improve their perform-
ance and take steps to
prevent car theft cases in
the federal capital.

The capital police chief
asked the DIG Operations
to provide extra person-
nel and vehicles to police

B i
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stations with deploymenti
of Eagle and F}EIcon
Squad to improve the per-
formance.

He said there was no
place in the force for cor-
ruption and abuse of
power and full action
should be taken against
such elements so that the

rocess of self-accounta-

ility could be made
more effective.

"Delay in registration
of FIR will not be tolerat-
ed, if any complaint is
lodged in this regard,
strict departmental action
will be taken against the
yHO concerned,”  he
warned,

All SHOs should expe-
dite crack down on gam-
blers, brothels and aerial
firing 10 their respective
aress.

Special emphasis
should be made to expe-
dite the process of bring-
ing the accused persons
involved in these crimes
to justice.

Crackdown for arrest
of thugs and drug dealers
should be made more
effective under the super-
vision of senior officers.

In addition, the opera-
tion should be intensified
towards illegal occupa-
tion of public and private
lands and properties
across the city. .

The IGP further said
the professionalism  of
investigation based on
medern technology 1s one
of the top priorities of

iving dua after offering Friday prayer dur-

ing holy month of Ramazan.

Pakistan's sesame seed export to
China surging around 191%

BEIIING: Pakistan's
sesame seed export o
China surged to 54288
million mn_the first two
months of 2022, show-
ing a growth of 19048
i;q:ru;v::n'f on a year-on-year
asis. China Economic
MNet (CEN) reported on
Friday.

According to General

Administration of

Customs of the Peo]'ﬂe’s
Republic  of  China
(GACC), China imported
28.662.66 tons of sesame
seeds worth $42.88 mil-
lion, marking an increase
of 141.37% by volume
while last year in the
same  period 1t was
11,874.82 tons worth
51476 millhion.
During ‘lhcz first two

months  of the
bilateral  trade  has
increased significantly

and Palkistan's exports to
China crossed $670 mil-
lion in the first two
months of 2022, which
recorded a nearly 23%
increase this vear.

In January, Rakesh
Pal Khamuani, Director
of Exports & Business

Development told China
Economic  Net  that
sesame  seed  trade
increased between China
and Pakistan after the
free trade agreement took
effect.

He said that China and
Pakistan have always
supported cach other for
better bilateral trade and
China is the higgest
importer of sesame seeds
whose demand is huge
and increasing every year
because they also do
value addition and re-
export.

'In the crop year 2021-
2022 (current), 90% of

the crop production is
exported from August
2021 to March 2022,

This is the first time in
history that the crop is
finished earlier ewven
before the new harvest
starts, from which 80%
has been just exported to
China with shq:mcnls in
September 2021  to
March 2022." he added.

Rakesh stated that
sesame seed trade has
been wvery 1mportant
recently in Pakistan, On

Islamabad police,
Therefore, close monitor-
ing of the police stations,
their  performance and
investigation matters
must be ensured so that
every case registered 1s
digitally monitored and
the progress and stages of
investigation are also
monitored in accordance
with the preseribed SOPs.
. He said Geo-fencing
forensic  science  an

maodern imvestigation
tools should also be used
to investigate other seri-
ous crnmes including
murder and  rape All
SHOs should expedite
crack down on Hamhlers.
brothels and aerial firing
in their respective areas,

Special emphasis
should be made to expe-
dite the process of bring-
ing the accused persons
involved in these crimes
to justice.Crackdown for
arrest of thugs and drug
dealers should be made
more effective under the
supervision of senior offi-
cers.In addition, the oper-
ation should be intensi-
fied towards illegal occu-
pation of public and pri-
vate lands and properties
across the city,

The IGP Turther said
the professionalism of
investigation based on
modern technology 1s one
of the top priorities of
Is]umabaf police.
Therefore, close monitor-
ing of the police stations,
their performance. INP

average Pakistan pro-
duces 100,000 tons of
sesame seeds from which
85% 1s exported and the
rest during the winter 1s
used in the local market
for bakery and sweets

This vear the exporis
have crossed 83% of the
total production in just 7
months of this ﬁsca]I year
and there are 5 more
months until the new har-
vest crops of 2022-2023,

"If we look into the
year 2022, from lanuary
o March only 35% of the
total production was
exported to China which
we were expecting much
more, However, if we
compare September to
December 2021, the
exports to China were
85% of the total produc-
tion", he mentioned.

He  believes  that
Pakistan due to the bor-
der and geographical
location, the transil time
will be given priority to
the Chinese buyers.
However, Pakistan must
have good crops with
both guantity and quality.
INP
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Ahmed Hussain of Pakistan Navy during CTF-151 Change of Command
Ceremony HQ US NAVCENT, Bahrain. Pakistan Navy took over command of

CTF-151 for the 10th time.

PM should ensure early elections instead of
focusing on development projects: Siraj

LAHORE: Emir Jamaat-
c-Islami (J1), Sirajul Hagq
has reiterated the call for
early elections, asking the
prime minister to ensure
the polls as soon as possi-
ble instead of focusing on
executions of projects.

While addressing a press
conference at Mansoorah
on Friday, he said that it
was responsibility of the
new government o intro-
duce ¢lectoral reforms with
the consensus of all politi-
cal parties before the gen-
eral elections.

Sirajul Hag welcomed
the DG ISPR statement
about the impossibility of
martial law, saying it ended
many doubts and confu-
sions.  The institutions
including Ijud]cmr}-'. mili-
tary and election commis-

sion must keep their neu-
trality intact in the benefit
of the country. If establish-
ment interfered into poli-
tics., it must expect criti-
cism from political work-
ers, he said.

He demanded the gov-
ernment review agreements
with the IMF, bring down
prices of food items and
petrol and decrease the
electricity and gas tariifl.
The old status of the State
Bank of Pakistan must be
restored, he said.

The J1 chief called for
implementation of the JI-
PPP agreement on Karachi
reforms and Sindh local
government. He said the
new government should
address the concerns of the
people of Gwadar and
other areas of Balochistan.

The government. he said,
should recognize Afghan
government and take a bold
stance on Kashmir issue.

To a question. he replied
the Supreme Court of
Pakistan should form a
judicial commission to
probe into letter-gate. He
said the JI believed the US
interference into Pakistan’s
internal affairs was an open
secret vet it did not see any
reason that Washington
wanted to end the PTI
regime. The US establish-
ment, he said. was rather
comfortable with Imran
Khan's government which
implemented  all  the
demands of the internation-
al lending agencies work-
ing with the backing of
America, facilitated NATO
forces .INP

Fourth computerized ballot for POS
Prize Scheme held at FBR HQs

ISLAMABALD: The Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR ) contin-
uing with monthly computer
ballot for its innovative POS
Prize Scheme, has successfully
organized fourth successive
lucky draw at FBR Headquarters
Islamabad, this afternoon.

In addition to 1007 lucky win-
ners winning prizes worth 53
Million, another 10 individuals
won prize of Rs 100,000 each,
sponsored by Metro  Stores
Pakistan flor its valued cus-
tomers. This has taken the win-
ners hist to 1017, winning prizes
worth Rs.54 Million.

Addressing on the
Chairman FBR/  Secretary
Revenue Division, [,
Muhammad Ashlag Ahmed reit-
erated that for the past few
vears, FBR had been vigorously

occasion,

pursuing its drive for digitiza-
tion, transparency, and automa-
tion not only to document the
economy but also to plug rev-
enue leakages through a trans-
parent tax system.

He further emphasized that
FBR will continue to maximize
tax compliance through various
innovative initiatives including
POS Invoicing Prize Scheme.
The annual business turnover of
retail sector in Pakistan was
about Rs 20 Trillion but only
around 20% was visible to FB
tor tax comphance. This inmova-
tive Prize Scheme was launched
o digitally monitor the sales
made by Tier-1 Retailers across
Pakistan to ensure that tax col-
lected from customers was safe-
ly deposited into state excheg-
uer, he concluded It is pertinent

Revenue system fully
digitalized to provide
facilities to people:
Babar Hayat

LAHORE: Senior Member Board of Revenue Babar
Hayat Tarar has said that the revenue system has been
fully digitized to provide modern facilities to the peo-

ple.

He was presiding over the full board meeting of
BOR here on Friday and attended by all the board
members and concerned secretaries and relevant offi-

Tarar said that the Boar

the revenue court management system has ex%ecliled
the disposal of revenue cases, he maintained. IN

TS,
The full board meeting reviewed in detail the rev-
enue court management system, restructuring of colony
branches and other important matters.

Addressing the meeting. senior member Babar Hayat
of Revenue has been trans-
formed into a people friendly institution through latest
IT technology. He said in the meeting that digitization
of all roznamchas including digital gardavart and has
developed a disaster management reporting system at
the grassroots level that %ring significant improve-
menis in good governance and service delivery, while

Azad Kashmir: Court
issues restraining order

on PM elections

MUZAFFARABAD: The Azad Kashmir High
Court on Friday issued a restraining order on the
conduction of elections of the Prime Minister

(PM) of Azad Kashmir.

The High Court has also restrained the
Legislative Assembly from further proceedings

till Monday

Whereas the joint opposition has decided to
boyecott the election process for the Prime
Minister of Azad Kashmir and they have farther
agreed upon not nominating their leader of the

House.

Earlier in the day, Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) had challenged the session of the
Assembly that was scheduled for today, in the

Azad Kashmir High Court.

According to details, the writ was filed by the
Latif
Chaudhry Yasin in the High Court. .

The Azad Kashmir High Court has constituted
a two member bench comprising of Justice
ardar ljaz to con-

PPP leaders, Chaudhry

Shahid Bahadur and Justice
duct hearing on the case INP
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LAHORE: In a detailed
verdict on the election of
the Punjab Chief Minister
and the restoration of the
Punjab Assembly deputy
speaker’s powers, the
Lahore High Court (LHC)
observed on Fridav that
postpnnilyﬁ the assembly
session Wl April 16 was
against the Constitution.

LHC Chief Justice
Muhammad Ameer Bhatt
termed the 3 1-page verdict
a judicial precedent which
stated that the court would
review every unconstitu-
tional act by Punjab
Assembly Speaker as the
Constitution did not pro-
tect any ruling i1ssued by
misusing the powers.

“The Supreme Court
had also declared the

LHC orders smooth election of
Punjab chief minister today

National Assembly deputy
speaker’s ruling null and
void,” 1t pointed out and
added that Parvez Elahi,
being a candidate for the
slot  of Punjab Chief
Mimster, could not use the
poOWers of Punjab
Assembly Speaker.
“Before a vote of no-
confidence against the
deputy speaker, the elec-
tion of Punjab Chief
Minister 15 a prionty. Till
then, the no-confidence
motion against him will
remain pending.” said the
verdict.“The Punjab
Assembly speaker cannot
deprive or reduce the pow-
ers of the deputy speaker,”
it added.“The brawl on the
Punjab Assembly premises
was of minor type. Only a

few chairs and tables were
broken that could be
repaired within four days.
The assembly secretary
did not ensure repairs (o
the broken chairs and
tables before the filing of
the appeal. It is very unfor-
tunate on his part.”

The courl also rejected
the appeal for cross-exam-
ining Hamza Shehbaz and
Punjab Assembly Deputy
Speaker Dost Muhammad
Mazari for recording false
affidavit It also declared
the plea against the trans-
fer of Punjab Chief
Secretary and Inspector
General of Police (IGP)
ineffective, The court also
stated that the election of
Punjab Chief Minister
should be held according

Increase

QUETTA: People search-ing befo
Friday prayer during holy month of Ramazan.

ISLAMABAD: The volume of the
Pakistan’s tyre market will reach 32.2
million unifs by 2026 from 21 million
units i 2020,

The Pakistan Tyre Market: Industry
Share,
Opportunity, and Forecast 2021-2026
report states that the current value of
the Pakistani tyre market stands at
Rs152.2 billion and i
reach Rs252 46 billion by 2027, with a
production of about 4143 million

The market is also expected to grow
at a compound annua
(CAGR) of 8.7% between 2022 to
2027, according to a report released by
International
Research and Consulting (IMARC), a
leading adviser on management strate-
market research worldwide.

In terms of the dollar, the market is
cxgcclcci to reach $1.5392 million by
2025, growing at a CAGR of 24.8%

The growth in Pakistan’s tyre indus-
try 1s due to entry of many competitors
market. i
durable quality and sustainable tyres
with a lower production cosl increases

¢y has led to establishment of new
assembling umits 1n the country, thus
creating room for the tyre industry to
i roduction,

One of the most important factors
that has led to an upsurge in the mar-

to the law and vohng
should be carried out in a
decent and honoured
way A two-member LHC
bench, while hearing an
intra-court appeal against
the restoration of the
Punjab Assembly deputy
speaker’s powers, ruled
that no lawmaker should
feel any difficulty in reach-
ing the House.“No disrup-
tion should take place
whatsoever,” it added and
also directed the Punjab
inspector general of police
(1GP) to provide foolproof
security to all members of
the Punjab
Assembly.During hearing
of the appeal, Justice

Shujaat Ali Khan ques-
tioned from ost
Muhammad Mazari

whether Punjab Assembly
SFcakcr could deprive him
of  his powers.Dost
Muhammad Mazari
informed the LHC judge
that the Speaker did not
have the prerogative to
deprive him of lus powers.

At this, Justice Jawad
Hassan remarked, “One
can do whatever one
wants. The Constitution
stands by vou.”

It is o be noted that
Punjab Assembly Deputy
Speaker Dost Muhammad
Mazari, Punjab Assembly
Secretary Muhammad
Khan Bhatti, Punjab Chief
Secretary  Kamran Al
Afzal, and the 1GP Rao
Sardar Ali Khan had been
made respondents in the
appeﬂI.IT\'B

ISLAMABAD: Magistrate Sadar
list during visit at G-15 markets.

to mention here that in March 4.
10,000 invoices were verified
while in February 2022 about 2,
60,833 invoices were verified by
customers who shopped from
outlets integrated with FBR
POS System. Likewise, over
48.1 Million invoices were
issued in March against 38
Million invoices 1ssued in
February 2022 by Tier-1
Retailers which are integrated
with FBR POS System. The
number of customers has also
Jumped from 39 000 in February
to over 48000 i March who
successfully  verified their
invoices. This is a phenomenal
increase in public participation
and is likely to further grow with
every passing day
Furthermore, FBR has already
distributed prizes INP

i h £
re enter mosque to attend

Firing over old enmity
leaves three people
injured

. FAISALABAD: Three people
including two real brothers were
seriously injured in firing of armed
men over old enmity here on
Friday, police said.

According to details, the inci-
dent took place in Chak No. 104
Jaranwala Khurrianwala police
station jurisdiction in Faisalabad
where armed men sprayed bullets
at rivals.

As a result of firing, three peo-
ple including Zohaib, his brother
Al Raza s/o Faiz Rasool and
Bashir Ahmed s/o Kamran Khan
were injured. _

The injured were shifted to hos-
pital for treatment and police after
rcglstcr||1|gh a case against the
attackers have started raids for
their arrest. INP

PPP leader Raja Pervaiz
Ashraf elected NA
Speaker unopposed

ISLAMABAD: Former prime
minister and Pakistan Peoples’
Party (PPP) leader Raja Pervaiz
Ashral has been elected Speaker
National Assembly unopposed

His glection came after National
Assembly Speaker Asad Qaiser
resigned from his position afier
joint opposition submitted a no-
confidence motion against former
prime mimster lmran Khan.

Raja Pervaiz Ashraf after
approval from the party had sub-
mitted his nomination” papers in
the assembly secretariat.

According to the National
Assembly Secretariat, notification
regarding the election of Raja
Pervez Ashraf as Speaker will be
issued in accordance with the
rules.

PPP leaders Khursheed Shah
and Naveed Qamar were the guar-
antors of the former prime minis-
ter.

Raja Pervaiz Ashraf is a
Pakistan-based businessperson,
politician, and agriculturist. He
remained the 19th PM of Pakistan
from Jun 2012 to Mar 2013. He is
a member of the Pakistan National
Assembly from NA-58.INP

ECP decides to hear foreign
funding case against P11 on
daily basis

[SLAMABAD: Day after
lslamabad High Court (IHC
ordered to pronounce verdict in 30
days, the Election Commission of
Pai;istan (ECP) on Friday decided
to hear foreign funding case
asainst Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTT) on daily basis.

[t is pertinent to mention here
that the Islamabad High Court
(IHC) had directed the Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) to
decide on the foreign funding case
against Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf

(PTT) within 30 days INP

Volume of Pakistan’s tyre
market to hit 32.2 million
units by 2026: WealthPK

ealthPK reported.

Size, Growth,

i1s expected to

ket wolume of tyre industry is an
increase in the production of both pas-
senger and private vehicles amid
growing demand. This trend has also
attracted foreign investment in the tyre
industry, i ingi i
advanced technology, which has not
only helped decrease the cost of pro-
duction
produce a certain number of tyres.

A Chinese company, Chaoyang
Long March Co, is also helping the

with firms bringing in

ut also minimise the time to

country modernise its tyre industry.

Market Analysis

The production of

i ;.

i

growth rate Lig

According to the company’s director
mgwen, “We are helping Pakistan
produce tyres of international stan-
dards.™

Despite i
Pakistan’s tyre production capacity
has traditionally been lagging due to a
lack of technology and investment and
over-reliance on imports. According to
industry sources. the country imports
$300 million to $400 million worth of
steel radial tyres annually.

However, ‘with the help of Chinese
expertise, the local producers will be
able to %cl training from experts and
produce

these positive signs,

Iigh-q]uahl}-' tyres.

the competition in the market, leading Despite challenges. the long-term

to increased industry volume, accord- growth potential for the tyre sector

ing to WealthPK remains intact as vehicles’ sales keep
oreover, the new automobile poli-  increasing.

Seme other factors having con-
tributed to the current upsurge in the
tyre production volume include an
increase in automotive production,
growth in tyre retreading, tax exemp-
tions on import of raw maiterials, [N}

L

Zone Mir Yamin viewing rate
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Electric vehicles to help reduce import bill, environmental
degradation: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD: Electric vehicles (EVs) help in minimising dependence on fossil fuels and reducing environ-
mental degradation, WealthPK reported. ] The charging price is around 60 to 70 rupcc_s']:cr unit (as per grid station Bricc . A normal vehicle with a 60-
According to the Oil Companies Advisory Council (OCAC), during the first seven months H.lul '—Janf of  kilowatt battery takes 40 minutes to charge with 40 units that can travel 200 to 400 kilometres.
FY2022, around 76% of oil was purchased by the transport sector. The oil import bill reached $12 94 billion There are currently more than 2,000 EVs in Pakistan and all of them have been imported from different
during the first 8 months of F},-20|22, which was only 56.45 during the same period of FY2021. . countries. ) ) . ] ) o
Pakistan’s total import bill reached $52.51 billion during the first eight months {July-Feb) of FY2022, while Pakistan introduced its Electric Vehicle Policy 2020-25 in 2020 and the share of EVs is forecast to be 30%
exports stood at around $20.6 billion. The trade deficit during the period under review was around $32 billion.  and 90% in 2030 and 2040, respectively.
Ta minimize import bill, Pakistan needs to move towards efficient solutions '

Pakistan. Tesla Industries is Pakistan’s first company manufacturing/assembling EV chargers and vehicles,

T'he combustion of fossil Tuels contributes significantly to greenhouse gas emissions. About 46% of GHGs
(greg:p]muse gases) escape into the atmosphere due to unrestrained use of Tossil fuels, followed by agriculture

at 43%

Despite the fact that electric vehicles in Pakistan are more expensive than conventional ones, the cost of its
maintenance and fuel i1s significantly lower. Additionally, these vehicles offer significant environmental bene-

fits.

Pakistan is still in the early stages of adoption of EVs. According to Waleed Amir, Director of Tesla
Industries, Pakistan, Tesla has installed around 10 ultra-fast electric vehicle chargers in different cities of

——

ISI,A_\'I;BAD: Pakistan Peoples Par%} Central Vice President Senator Sherry Rehman, Cent-l;al

Secretary Information and former Deputy Speaker National Assembly Faisal Karim Kundi

speaks during a joint press conference.

PIA offers 15 pc
discount to ICCI members
on domestic flights

ISLAMABAD:  The Pakistan
International Airlines (PIA) has
offered 15 percent discount on domes-
tic flights and 10 percent discount on
international flights to the members of
[slamabad Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (1CCI).

For this purpose, a Memorandum of
Understanding (MolJ) was signed
between PIA and ICCIL. Muhammad
Shakeel Munir President 1CCI and
Junaid Khan, District Manager, PIA
Islamabad signed the Mol during a
ceremony held at ICCL,

According to the Mol, PIA will
offer 13% discount on domestic sec-
tors and 10% discount on internation-
al sectors on economy & executive
economy classes on applicable base
fare along with the waiver of service
charges, if applicable to ICCI mem-
bers and theirr immediate family, on
request from [CCI secretariat letter-
head with production of valid [1CCI
Membership Card by the members.

ICCI will extend supgnrt and will
facilitate promotion of PIA products
and services from all its platforms
including electronic, print and social
media. [CCl will declare PIA as offi-
cial travel partner and PIA will be pre-
ferred travel airline for all of their
members visits on both international
and domestic sectors.

Speaking at the occasion. President
ICCT Muhammad Shakeel Munir
appreciated the imitiatives of PIA for
oftering discounts to ICCI members 1n
domestic and international flights. He
said that airlines play an important
role i business and economic devel-
opment of a country. therefore,
improving the performance of PIA is
vital to promote Pakistan’s trade and
exports to international markets. He
hoped that PLA discounted offer would
help the business community in
exploring new markets for improving
trade and exports of the country. He
assured that business community
would cooperate in promoting PIA%
branding. .

Junalal{han, District Manager, said
that PIA is now focusing on corporate
customers for business generation and
signing Mol with ICCI is a part of
such efforts. He said that the business
community should facilitate PIA 1n
improving its cargo business. He said
that PIA is ready to dedicate aircrafts
for cargo ﬂllghts if private sector sup-

ris it with more business volume.
{e said that PIA is making efforts to
expand its foreign destination that
would help business community in
tapping new markets for business
opportunities,

Jamshaid Akhtar Sheikh Senior
Vice President and Muhammad
Faheem Khan Vice President [CCI
said that PIA should consider gn;lnF
maore incentives to its frequent travel-
ers. They said that Pakistan should be
connected through air links with more
countries that would help in promot-
ing Pakistan’s trade and exports. INP

Robbers deprive citizens
of Rs2,55,000 cash,
mobile, bike

SAHIWAL: Armed robbers
deprived citizens of cash, mobile
phones and motoreycle here on Friday.,
police said.

According to details, motorcyclist
Afiab hailing from 77/5-R of Sahiwal
was on his way to nearby city from
home town, when two veiled robbers
intercepted him near 9-L bridge, took
away Rs5,000 cash, motorcycle and
mobile phone. )

The police after registering separate
cases in both incidents at concerned
police stations have started investiga-
tions. INP

ADP a roadmap to
composite development:
Usman Buzdar

LAHORE: Pakistan Tehreck-ec-
Insaf (PT1) leader Sardar Usman
Buzdar has said that his party-led gov-
ernment was honored with an extraor-

inary increase of Rs.85 billion in the
annual development program 2021-
22, making it the largest provincial
development program with a total out-
lay of Rs 645 billionIn a statement
1ssued here on Friday, he mentioned
that a time frame has also been set for
the completion of schemes along with
transparent utilization of funds. In
fact, ADP is a balanced roadmap to
ensure composite development in the
provinee, Usman Buzdar said and con-
cluded that he personally monitored
the execution of ADP funded projects
while discouraging the negative cul-
ture of lapse of funds. INP
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E-Court successful strategy to
resolve on spot problems of
expats: Khadim Abbas

LAHORE: Commissioner
Overseas Pakistanis
Commission (OPC) Punjab

Sved Khadim Abbas has said
that e-Katcheri is a successful
strategy to resolve the problems
faced by the expats. He said that
overseas Pakistanis living in
different countries have wel-
comed the holding of e-Kachare
and termed it a positive step. He
said that overseas Pakistams are
contacted online at the e-court
as per the pre-arranged time and
their grievances and issues are
resolved on the spot.

These views were expressed
by him while presiding over the
e-court and weekly performance
meetings held here on Friday at
OPC Punjab. Commissioner
OPC Syed Khadim Abbas con-
tacted Pakistanis residing in
Europe and Scandinavian coun-
tries online as per schedule in
which overseas participated
through their complaint Id num-
bers. Most of their problems
were to related to Revenue,

Police, Prosecution departments
and Clabza Mafia. )
The Commissioner OPC lis-
tened to the problems of the
expats one by one under the
Complaint | number and
issued on the spot orders to the
dealing officers present in the
meeting. On the ocean. he said
that overseas Pakistanis are the
best ambassadors and valuable
assets of the country and solu-
tion to their problems is the pri-
oritv of the OPC. The partici-
pating expats termed the e-court
a commendable mitiative by the
OPC for the solution of the

roblems of overseas
akistanis. Later,
Commissioner OPC  Sved

Khadim Abbas was also given a
special briefing by the dealing
officers regarding the weekly
erformance. The meeting was
informed that during the last
nine weeks, 1355 complaints of
overseas Pakistanis have been
resolved while the target of
2000 complaints. INP

MMBL, IWCCI sign MoU to
promote access to DFS for
women micro-entrepreneurs

ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan’s
largest digital bank, Mobilink
Microfinance  Bank  Limited
MMBL) Friday signed a

emorandum of Understanding
(Moll) with the Islamabad
Women Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (IWCCI) to promote and
strengthen access to  Digital
Financial Solutions (DFS) for
women borrowers and micro-
entreprencurs.

Promotion of financial inclu-
sion i3 one of the core pillars at
MMBL whereby the Bank 1s com-
mitted to facilitating its women
borrowers by paving the path to
easy. seamless, and affordable
DFS offerings. With custom-
designed female-centric products,
MMBL is continuously striving to
fulfill the financing neceds of
women by eliminating barriers
that restrict their access to finan-
cial services, Through this MolJ,
access to financial credit for
women entrepreneurs will be fur-

ther simplified. . .

MBL's collaboration with
IWCCI 1s another step forward in
endorsing multiple mitiatives to
establish a supportive environ-
ment for women borrowers and
micro-entrepreneurs  allowing
them to not only build their busi-
nesses but also enhance outreach
Through tailored entreprencurial
capacify-building workshops and
training programs, IWCCI will
not only provide marketing oppor-
tunities for micro-entreprencurs
but also support strengthening
their financial position. This
alliance 1s dedicated to creating
better .oljporlumlhcs for women's
financial inclusion by generating
awareness about DFS including
mobile wallets.Commenting on
the occasion, President & CEO-
MMBL, Ghazanfar Azzam said:
“It is a challenge for Pakistan to
achieve complete financial inclu-
sion and attain sustainable growth
unless access. INP

PHMA calls for implementing
‘Charter of Economy’ to meet
economic targets

LAHORE: Pakistan Hosiery
Manufacturers & Exporters
Association (PHMA) has urged
the political leadership to sign a
“Charter of Economy™ in order
to meet national economic tar-
zets, )

In a statement issued here on
Friday. PHMA Central
Chairman Shahzad Azam Khan
said that the businesses should
10 on towards sustainability and
the wheels of industries should
run smoothly and for this pur-
pose all the mainstream politi-
cal parties should have to carve
out a ‘charter of economy’ as
part of larger economic agenda.,

Raising serious concern over
massive hike in the rate of
Export Refinance Scheme
(EFS) following the huge rise in
¢y policy rate by the SBP,
Shahzad Azam Khan was of the
view that the industry was
already facing various chal-
lenges in the post-COVID sce-

QUETTA:
Church.

nario,  including  liguidit
crunch and other financial hard-
ships. He said in the current
outlook,  such  exorbitant
increase 1n policy rate will
bring devastating impact and
will put a fatal blow on the local
manufacturing industry. In
absence of business cnabling
and conducive environment
how local manufacturers shall
pay such high mark-ups, he
asked. He saiﬁ that the prevail-
ing situation and circumstances
demand to incentivize the local
industry rather than penalizing
it, The Central Chairman
PHMA  said that the value-
added textile industry s
shocked and disappointed over
recent abrupt increase in policy
rate hike to 12.25 percent with a
hefty increase of 250 basis
Boints by the State Bank of
akistan (SBP) which should
have been contained at previous
position in view. INP
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Pakistani Christians pray during the Good Friday Mass at Sacred Heart

According to the policy, 1% import duties and 0% taxes (sales tax, income tax) will apply to the import of
equipment and machinery for EVs. In addition, EVs owners will pay only a 50% toll tax.

According to former Energy Minister Hammad Azhar, China’s [eading EVs
Pakistan to manufacture/assemble EVs. Sapphire Group is al

EVs industry in Pakistan with the arrival of these groups.

Despite these encourag
factors is the high price d

oducer BYD 1s coming to

T
s0 joining the BYD %hcrc is a good news for the

ing developments, this sector faces a host of challenges that hinder sales. One of the
ue to the absence of a manufacturing/assembling plant in Pakistan, The unavailabil-

ity of mainfenance points and spare parts is another factor that discourages buyers to abandon conventional
vehicles and switch over o electric ones.INP

NAB involved in political engineering,
victimisation: Mian Zahid

KARACHI: Chairman of National Business
Group Pakistan, President Pakistan Businessmen
Intellectuals Forum.
Industrial Alliance, and former provincial minis-
ter Mian Zahid Hussain on Friday said National
Accountability Burcau (NAB) is one of the most
controversial institutions which is invelved in

and

political victimisation.

This institution was established to eradicate
corruption, but it has always danced to the tune
of rulers to help them strengthen their grip on

power, he said.

funds worth billion with no output and a pathet-

ic rate of convictions,
closed.

Talking to the business community, the veter-
an business leader said that the
avoids any initiative and delays necessary deci-
sions for fear of NAB while the
reluctant to invest in Pakistan

reason.

PML-N, PPP and PTI and dozens of other
political parties have criticized NAB for ineffi-
ciency and corruption, but after coming to
arties use this institution for
their own political benefits.

NAB has nothing to do with the eradication
of corruption in the country as its top officials
are always ready to oblige the ruling elite.

Mian Zahid Hussain Turther said that the day
Shahbaz Sharil was elected Prime Minister. for-
mer Prime Minister and Secretary-General of

power, the same

and All Karachi

cers and emplovees which must be acted upon
without delav.

NAB has become famous for incompetence
and bribery while plea bargain system is a stain
on the s%'stem of the country,
during the last threc-and-a-half vears. NA
framed cases against several opposition politi-
cians and to

Mian Za
rent gas crisis in the country was due to the
incompetence of key officials of the previous

he said. adding that
has

 bureaucrats with no convietions.
id Hussain further said that the cur-

( : ) : } covernment and the pursuit of personal interests
Mian Zahid Hussain said that NAB is using Besides fear of NAB

Due to high LN(]-prices in the global market,

therefore it should be %115 was not procured for the months of April,
ay and June, which affected the gas supply in

urcaucracy

rivate sector is
ue to the same

the country and caused heavy losses to the econ-
omy. Mian Zahid Hussain further said that the
day Shahbaz Sharif was elected Prime Minister
former Prime Minister and Secretary-General of
PML-N Shahid Khagan Abbasi demanded the
abolition of NAB an
cers and employees which must be acted upon
without delay. -

NAB has become famous for incompetence
and bribery while plea bargain system is a stain
on the system of the country. he said. adding that
during the last three-and-a-half vears, NAB has
framed cases against several opposition politi-
cians and to I

Mian Zahid Hussain Turther said that the cur-
rent gas crisis in the country was due to the
incompetence of key officials of the previous

accountability of its offi-

bureaucrats with no convictions.

PML-N Shahid Khagan Abbasi demanded the Envemmem and the pursuit of personal interests

abolition of NAB an

Renowned
religious scholar
Syed Maroof Shah
Sherazi passes
away

RAWALPINDI:
Renowned religious
scholar,  Sheikh ul
Quran  and  Hadith,
author and translator,
Maulana Syed Maroof
Shah Sherazi breathed
his last here on Friday.

The deceased was
father of Emir Jammai-
e-Islami (J1)
Rawalpindi, Syed Anf
Sherazi and Emir JI
Mansehra Dr. Tariq
Sherazi.

Syed Maroof Shah
Sherazi was a close aide
of Syved Abu Al Ala
Maududi (R.A), the
founder of Jamaai-e-
Islami (JI} and remained
associated with Dar ul
Urooba and authored
more than two dozen
books,

He also translated
Arabic  version  of
Tafseer Zilal ul Quran
by Murshad Akhwan ul
Mushimoon Syed Qutab
Shaheed. into Urdu.
_Syed Maroof Shah
Sherazi also laid foun-
dation of Jamia Zilal ul
Quran in Hoon Town
I[slamabad which was
being run under the
admimstration  of his
son  Maulana  Anf
Hussain Shah Sherazi.

Funeral prayers of the
deceased will be offered
at his home two Chinar
Kot in district Mansehra

at 3 PM o
Saturday INP

ITP launches
crackdown against
unregistered
vehicles

ISLAMABAD:
Islamabad Traffic Palice
(ITP) has launched a
crackdown against
unregistered vehicles in
the city.

According to  the
details, the ITP issued
tickets to 2.827 unregis-
tered vehicles and
motoreyeles during the
ongoing year 2022,

pecial enforcement
Sguads have been con-
stituted for checking the
unregistered  vehicles
pl}"n]l_.-: on the roads.

SSP (Traffic), Mazhar

Igbal is leading the
campaign initiated on
the irections  of

Inspector-General

Islamabad police,
Muhammad Ahsan
Younis, ]

SSP (Traffic) has

asked the residents to
get their vehicles regis-
tered at the earliest and
affix only the ETO-
issued number plates on
their vehicles,

The officials said that
the police would show
no leniency in _ this
regard. Special enforce-
ment squads have been
erected INP

P A

accountability of 1ts ofli-

esides fear of NAB. INP

Ensuring safety for public
lives, properties our prime
responsibility: IGP Ahsan

ISLAMABALD: Inspector General of
Police (IGP) Islamabad Muhammad
Ahsan Younas said that the Capital Police
15 committed to resolve public gnevances
on priority and to save the life and proper-
ty of the citizens.

This was stated by him on Friday while
listening to the public issues during a
khuli kacheri held at Central Police Orﬁcc
{CPO)) on the daily basis.

Muhammad Ahsan Younas listened to
the grievances of the public as well as
police officials and marked their aﬂ:lica—
tions to their relevant officers and direct-
ed them to resolve them on priority basis
and on a given time frame.

He strictly directed all zonal officers to
listen to public complaints and resolve
them purely on merit. “No laxity will be
tolerated in this regard” he added.

During the khuli kacheri, the Islamabad

Palice chief listened to the grievances of
the citizens and marked their applications
to the concerned officers for timely action
on merit. He also directed them to send
reports to his office in the given time
frame.

Muhammad Ahsan Younas emphasized
that Islamabad police would not leave any
stone unturned to save the lives and prop-
erty of the citizens adding that Tslamabad
pu{:’ﬁe is taking many steps to facilitate

ublic.

E The IGP directed all the police officials
to adopt courteous attitude with the com-
plainants visiting police stations and
accomplish their responsibilities i a pro-
fessional mammer.He strictly directed all
zomal officers to listen to public com-
!Jlainls and resolve them purely on merit.
“No laxity will be tolerated in this regard”
he added INP

QUETTA: A view of Ramzan sasta bazaar due to negilence of city administration
in Provincial Capital.

Kh. Shahzeb appointed Convener
FPCCI’s Government Affairs &
Coordination Committee

KARACHI: President Federation
of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FPCCI), Mr. Irfan
Igbal Sheikh has appointed
Khawaja Shahzeb Akram, immedi-
ate past Senior Vice President of
FPCCI. as the Convener of the
high-powered Government Affairs

Coordination Committee of the
apex chamber.

The president of chamber empha-
sized that FPCCI is an apolitical
institution of the national impor-
tance and we want amicable work-
ing relations with all the govern-
mental ministries & departments
federal or provincial.

Mr, Irfan Igbal Sheikh added that
renowned industrialist, serial entre-

reneur and accomplished business
reader will be the focal person of
the business. industry and trade
community of Pakistan for the busi-
n_ess-to-ﬁovcrnment QBEG)_ rela-
tions and redressal of the issues.
complaints, anomalies & griev-

ances in the matters of tariffs & tax-
ation; trade & industry; ?Oh%{
advocacy & budget-making: law
order; EPZs & SEZs; governmental
support in international delegations
& exhibitions; sectorial facilitation
packages, etc.

The FPCCI President has also
alwpuinted experienced businessman

r. Aethesham Ul Hag as the
Deputy Convener of the aforemen-
tioned committee to assist Khawaja
Shahzeb Akram. Mr. Aethesham Ul
Haq specializes in policy advocacy
and representing the business com-
munity on government forums.

Muhammad Nadeem ureshi,
Regional Chairman of FPCCI, stat-
ed that 1t is an absolute imperative
to have a functional B2G liaison to
keep the wheel of the economy
going: post robust growth in
exports on a sustainable basis; gen-
erate employment and pay taxes to
the national exchequer in an anom-
aly-Tree manner.IN

PHMA calls for implementing
Charter of Economy

LAHORE:  Pakistan  Hosiery
Manufacturers Exporters
Association (PHMA) has urged the
political leadership to sign a “Charter
of Economy’ in order to meet nation-
al economic targets.

PHMA Central Chairman Shahzad
Azam Khan, in a statement issued
here on Friday, said that the business-
es should go on towards sustainabili-
ty and the wheels of industries should
run smoothly and for this purpose all
the mainstream political parties
should have to carve out a “charter of
economy’ as part of larger economic
agenda.

Raising serious concern over mas-
sive hike in the rate of Expor
Refinance Scheme (EFS) following
the huge rise in key policy rate by the
SBP, Shahzad Azam Khan was of the
view that the industry was already
facing various challenges in the post-
COVID scenario, including liquidity
crunch and other ﬁnanoia]%ar ships.
In the current outlook, such exorbi-
tant increase in policy rate will bring
devastating impact and will put a
fatal blow on the local manufacturing
industry. In absence of business

enabling and conducive environment
how local manufacturers shall pay
such high mark-ups, he asked. He
said that the prevailing situation and
circumstances demand to mmcentivize
the local industry rather than penaliz-
mng it.

_ He said that the value-added textile
industry is shocked and disappointed
over recent abng)l increase in policy
rate hike to 12.25 percent with a hefty
increase of 250 basis points by the
State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) which
should have been contained at previ-
ous position in view of sensitive eco-
nomic conditions and political wran-
gling in_the country. Such unexpect-
ed, rapid and heavy increase will
bring detrimental effects on overall
trade and industry as well as all seg-
ments of the economy.

The industry has expressed dismay
over the unexpected move of SBP to
upward revise the policy rate without
consulting the stakeholders while the
government was also 1n1|copard}'. Lf it
was necessary it should have be taken
by SBP in a prudent manner by
increasing 50 or 100 basis points, s
repercussions will be harsh. INP




