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Gen Bajwa visits army officer

allegedly tortured by PML-N
> A~ MPAs' guards in Lahore

FO condemns 'terrorists operating
from Afghan soil' but 'reaffirms
respect' for Kabul's sovereignty

The Foreign Office on Sunday
“strongly condemned” the use of
Afzhan “soil by terrorists to carry
out activities in Pakistan and urped
the Afghan government to take
stern action against such elements
“in the inferest of peace and
progress of the two brotherly coun-
tries" The statement from the
Foreign Office comes a day after an
Afghan government official and a
resident in Kunar province claimed
that Pakistani forces fired rockets
on Saturday, leaving six people
dead. The FO, in the statement
today, recalled that Pakisian had
repeatedly requested the Afgzhan
government over the last few
months to secure the Pak-Afzhan
horder region. "Terronsts are using
Afzhan soil with impunity to camy
oul activities ingide Pakistan.”

The spokesperson underlined
that Pakistan and Afzhamistan had
been engaged for the past several
months “through institutional chan-
nels for effective coordination and
secunty along our long shared bor-
der" He added though “unfortu-
nately, elements of banned terrorist

groups in the border region, includ-
ing proscribed TTP, have continued
to attack Pakistan's border security
posts, resulting in the martyrdom of
several Pakistani troops."

At least seven Pakistan Army
saldiers were manyred in the North
Waziristan district by terronsts
operating from Afshamistan on
April 14, the FO recalled,.

The spokesperson maintained
that Pakistan reafTirmed respect lor
Afghanistan's independence, sover-
eignty and territomal integrity.

Pakistan will continue to work
closely with the Afchan govem-
ment to strengthen bilateral rela-
tions in all fields." the statement
added Afehan provincial  director
of information Najibullah Hassan
Abdaal had on Saturday alleged
that five children and a woman
were killed and a man wounded in
an alleged attack by Pakistam
forces in the eastern Afgchan
provinces of Kunar and Khost

The Foreign Office had respond-
ed that it was "looking into” reports
of such an action Ehsanullah, a res-
ident of Shelton distict where the

Governor Punjab
Sarfaraz Cheema sacked

News Desk
ISLAMABAD: The flederal
government has sacked

Governor  Punjab  Sarfaraz
Cheema on Sunday, Cheema
was appointed as the Governor
of the country's populous
provinee after the resignation
of  Chaudhary  Muhammad
Sarwar as the Governor

Mr. Cheema was sacked as
the Governor a day after Hamza

Shehbaz took cath as the Chiel

Minister of Punjab province
The development was con-
firmed by PML-N spokesper-
son Mamyum Aurangzeb. The
government has vet 10 name a

Cheema was sacked amid
reports that he has sought an

ingquiry report from the Punjab
Assembly speaker over the
election of the new chief minis-
ter that was won by Hamza
after a wviolent controntation
between the PML-N and law-

NEW SOVEInor makers of the PTI and PML-Q

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif addressing the officials after being
hriefed on progress regarding the construction of Diamir Bhasha Dam

Gen Bajwa visits army
officer allegedly
tortured by PML-N
MPAs' guards in Lahore

Chiel” of Army Staff (COAS) Gen Qamar Bajwa, during his visit of

Lahore Garrison over the weekend, met the army officer who was recent-
Iy tortured in an incident of road rage and assured him that the perpetra-
tors would be brought to justice, according to a statement issued by the
military's media wing.

Major Haris was allegedly injured by guards of PML-N MPAs Khwaja
Salman Ralique and Hafliz Nauman on Wednesday. According to the first
information report lodged by his father, Haris was atacked on Ferozepur
Road following a minor dispute when the vehicles of both sides had come
into contact. His father said the suspects tortured his son with iron rods,
injured him and fled the scene

Wideo clips went viral on social media showing the men hitting the
army officer with an iron rod. The clips showed the officer lving uncon-
scipus on the road and the suspects abusing him and hurling life threats.

The Inter Services Public Relations (15PR) statement today said that
Gen Bajwa visited the Combined Military Hospital in Lahore and
emﬂuired about the injured army officer's we[]-hem-:-

“COAS said that the law will take its course. Perpetrators, who are
under arrest, will be brought to justice. Mo one can be allowed to take the
law into their hands, COAS assured." the [SPR. statement added

The ISPR said the army chief was was received by Corps Commancder
Lieutenant General Mubammad Abdul Aziz upon his arrival at the
Lahore Garrison,

The COAS interacted with garrison officers and veterans in two sepa-
rate interactive sessions and appreciated the Lahore Corps for maintain-
g high standards of operational preparedness and training.

He said that misinformation and propaganda threatened state integrity
and required a timely and unified response to effectively counter specu-
lations and mumours.

"Army draw its strength from people and any effort to create a wedge
between army and population won’t be tolerated. The hostite forces are
trying this for a long time bat they won't succeed,” the 1SPR statement
said of the army chief's conclusions. Web Desk

Fishing net

News Desk

GWADAR: The management of Chinese Communication
Construction Company (CCCC) and the Pakistan Army
organized a fishing net distribution ceremony for local fish-
ermen of Gwadar as part of Corporate Social Responsibility.
The ceremony was attended by Mr. Liu Fangtao project man-
ager Eastbay Expressway (EBEW) pngecL Brigadier Fahad

ansoor, Commander 4%[} Brigade, AC Gwadar, representa-
tives of GPA & GDA and the fishermen’s community.

di

alleged attack reportedly took
Blaccx had said it was camied out by
akistani military aircrafl
Ehsanullah ocoes by ‘one name as
many Afghans do Another Afghan
government official allezed that a
pre-dawn bombardment was car-
ried out in Afghanistan’s Khost
rovince near the border with
akistan, The official, on condition
of anonymity, had alleged that
"Pakistani helicopters bombarded
four villages" in Khost, adding that
"there  were casualties” Later,
Taliban  spokesman  Zabihullah
Mujahid had also condemned the
alleged  aftacks."[EA  {Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan) calls on
the Pakistanmi side not to test the
patience of Afghans on  such
issues "He added: "Problems
between the two countries must be
resolved through olitical
means,"On Friday, the Pakistan
army smd terronsts ambushed a
military convoy near the Pak-
Afghan border in the general ares
of Isham, North Wazinstan District,
martyring seven Pokistam security
men Web Desk

Mobile tower
blown up in
Kohlu district

Yousat Mamn

KOHLLU: A mobile tower was
blown up in Balochistan’s Kohlu
district on  Saturday eveming
Levies sources said unknown mis-
creants had planted an improvised

explosive device (IED) near a
maohile tower.
However, no human |oss was

reported as a result of the explo-
sion, The tower was damaged in
the blast. Levies personnel reached
the spot as an investigation into the
incident went underway.

Karachi needs development,
not Imran Khan your lies:
Marrivum Aurangzeb

KARACHI Spokesperson of
Pakistan Muslim League-MNawaz
{PML-MN) Marnyum Aurangzeb
addressing the Pakistan Tehreek-
t:—l|1:s.'{’r_iPQI'[]_(_'_I1ﬁirnw|1 and for-
mer prime minister lmran Khan
has said that the Karachi needs
development and not your lies

In a statement issued on
Sunday, she said that Imran
Khan during his premiership
earlier announced package for
Karachi and later withheld the
funds

Marriyum Aurangzeb said that
Imran Khan instead of issuing
certificates of “liar’ and “traitor
during his Karachi’s visit should
tell the people that what he did
for Karachi during his over three
and half year tenure.

One who accusing other of
corruption should inform the
countrymen what he did Tor
largest taxpayer city and eco-
nomic jugular vein of the coun-
try while he was in power, she
adde
The PML-N's spokesperson
said that no only truth will work
and no one will be allowed to
waste the precious time of the

country and masses. [NP

Pakistan’s every

city to become

*Tahrir Square’:
Fawad

ISLAMABAD : Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PT1) leader
Fawad Chaudhry said Sunday
“nation was getting ready for a
‘soft revolution” as the PTI
continues its nationwide series
of public rallies.

“Peshawar and Karachi
clearly told us that country is
ready for a revolution,” Fawad
said in a twitter statement,
referring to his party’s public
gatherings and mass protests
across the country. o

"By God's willing,
Pakistan’s every city wall
become Tahrir Square,” Fawad
added

“Get ready for Imran Khan's
call. He is ai’mut to call you for
ending this “imported govern-
ment’s regime,” former federal
mimister addressed party work-

ers. ONLINE

PM Shehbaz sets new
Bhasha Dam

completion target

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharil visiting Diamir Bhasha Dam Diversion Tunnel and

inspecting the construction work,

Akhtar Mengal, Khalid Magsi
call on PM Shehbaz Sharif

Ehsanullah Reki, Sardar Israr Tareen
were also present on the occasion.
Pakistan Muslim League (M) lead-

Dawood Ahmed

ISLAMABAD, Chaef of
Balochistan Mational Party
{Mengal ), Sardar Akhtar Jan Mengal,
and  parliamentary  leader  of
Balochistan Awanu Party (BAP),
Mawabzada Ehalid Magsi called on
Prime Minister Shehbaz Shanf on
Sunday.

The two leaders discussed the lor-
mation of a federal cabinet with
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
hengal and Magsi alao discusszed the
fate of the coalition povermment in
Balochiztan, an insider of the meet-
g told Quetta Voice

BNP M and BAP had supported
PM Shehbaz Sharif in the no-confi-
dence motion against former Prime
Minister Imran  Khan. Waja
Jehanzaib Baloch, Dr. Jehanzaib
Jamaldini, Sanaullah Baloch, MMNAs

tributed am
| — -

Balochistan LBs to get 25% share
in budget: CS Mathar Niaz Rana

From Cur Corvespondent

PAMIGUR: Chief Secretary
Balochistan, Mathar Niaz Rana has
said that the provincial government
would allocate 25 percent budget
for local bodies in Balochistan. The
CS armived in Panjgur on Saturday
and reviewed the development
projects and arrangements for the
upcoming local bodies” elections,

“This government has decided o
develop  Far-flun areas  of
Balochistan™, Mr %Lﬁmi said, He
however urged the distmct officers
to play their due role in the success
of the LBs elections in the district.

Maximum participation of mass-
es 15 required in the LBs elections”,
Mr. Rana told the district officers
altending the meeting, The C8
urged the district administration 10
be impartial and play a very posi-
tive role in the holding of the LBs
clections in the Panjgur district.
LEs elections are scheduled to be
held on May 29%h across
Balochistan except for the Quetta
and Lasbella districts where the
election commission of Pakistan

has delayed the polls because of
some delimitation issues
Regarding border issues, the C5
said that law enforcement agencies
would be contacted to address the
orievances of the masses of the bor-
dering areas. Mo restrictions on
commaodities and other items, he
said. The provincial governmen!
was determined to support the peo-
le living near the Iraman border,
e added. He also directed the con-
cerned officers to expedite the pace
of development projects to make
sure provision of basic facilities to
the masses.

PM Shehbaz sets new
Bhasha Dam
completion target

ISLAMABAD,; Prime Mimster
Shehbaz Shanf has ordered early
completion of Diamer-Bhasha Dam
on Indus River near Chilas

Prime Mimster Shehbaz visited
Diamer-Bhasha Dam on Sunday.
Wapda Chairman Lt Gen ®
Muzammil Hussain gave briefing
to the PM and his team on the
ongoing  construction work  on
Diamer Bhasha Dam

Shehbaz said we had to think
about sefting up mega energy proj-
ects in the face of rising eneroy
demand, He said Diamer-Bhasha
Dam was pivotal for the spur of
economic growth of the country.

He maintaimed hillions of rupees
had been spent on this project and
demanded swift execution of the
dam. He gave a new target to
Wapda for completion of the proj-
ect by 2026 instead of its stipulated
execution time by 2029 He said
nothing was impossible in this
world, i

The prime minister stressed that
the project would give a thrust to

& S g L)

the imgation and agnculiure sec-
tors. He zaid we needed a large
amount of water for our crops. He
underlined the need to store large
quantity of rain water which other-
wise moved to sea and zot wasted

He sard that the PML-N govern-
ment m 1998 provided funds for the
purchase of fand for dam and its
previous premier Shahid Khagan
Abbasi pushed the project dunng
his stint in 2018,

Shehbaz also felt the need to
establish a hospital in Chilas
Besides this, he also announced
construction of a 1,300-km long
tunnel to improve communication
means in the city

On this occasion, the premier
also offered foreigners to invest in
the country, PML-N semor leaders
Shalid Khagan Abbasi, Khawaa
Asif and PML-N spokesperson
Marrivum Aurangzeb accompanied
the prime mimster to the Diamir
Bhasha dam site Wapda Chairman
said that the project was facing
numerous challenges TNP

ong Gwadar fishermen

ers Sardar Ayaz Sadig, Khwaf'a Saad

Rafique and Rana Sanaullah were

also present on the occasion

One killed, 12
injured over a

business issue
in Noshki

Haji Tayyab Yalanzai

One person was killed and 12
people were injured over a busi-
ness dispute in Balochistan’s

Moshki  district on Sunday
evening. Levies sources said a
clash between two groups took a
lace at Ahmedwal Phatak
ashki
One group opencd fire and
killed one person. However, 12
pecple were injured during the
clash. Levies termed the clash as
a result of a business issue
Rescue workers and local res-
idents of the area shifted all the
injured to district headquarters
hospital MNoshki for medical
treatment. However, seriously
injured people were rushed to
Quetta for medical treatment.

Shahzad Akbar, Khusro
Bakhtiar go abroad

ISLAMABAD: Former advis-
er to prime minister on account-
ability Shahzad Akbar and for-
mer federal minister for indus-
tries and production Khusro
Bakhtiar have flown abroad, it
was reported on Sunday,

Sources |‘.|n'..3.' to the develop-
ment revealed that both Shahzad
Akbar and Khusro Bakhtiar flew
from Islamabad International
Ajrport to Dubai.

hey added that Shahzad
Akbar flew to Dubai on an
Emirates flight,

It is pertinent to mention here
that Shahzad Akbar and former
adviser 1o prime  minister
Shahbaz Gill had moved the
Islamabad High Court for the
removal of their names from no-
fly list.

The court had ordered to
remove the names of both of
them from the no-fly list forth-
with INP

Mr. Liu Fangtao informed that the fishing nets are bcim%_
distributed amongst the neediest and poor fishermen o
Gwadar. He highlighted that completion of the Expressway

project will le

to the early development of Noth Free Zone

and ensure ]4 ob opportunities for locals of Gwadar

Local fis

ermen raised Pakistan China Friendship slogans

and expressed their gratitude to CCCC and Pakistan Army
for thetr untiring efforts for the betterment of the [ishermen

community.

In the end, Commander 440 Brigade thanked the Chinese
Government and project management of CCCC for always
being forthcoming in helping the fishermen and resolving
their issues, Long Live Pakistan China Friendship.
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Editor

Patients sufferings
in Balochistan

Poor and needy patients have been suffering for the last more than six
months in government-run hospitals in Balochistan because of the con-
tinued boycott of OPDs by voung doctors. Young Doctors Association

(YDA) had announced a boycott of OPDs six months back in support of

its demands,

Since then. repeated rounds of negotiations have been held between
YDA and government officials, However, no breakthrough has been
made to bring an end to the ongoing boycott of OPDs. This agitation has

severely affected health services in Quetta and other parts of

Balochistan.

The number of patients in Quetia’s Bolan Medical Complex Hospital
(BMCH) and civil hospital daily is more than 10.000. 1T daily. many
patients are denied medical treatment in only two government-run hos-
Eitals in the provincial capital. What would the state of health facilities

¢ in the remaining 33 districts of Balochistan?

Poor and needy patients cannot afford the high fees of doctors in pri-

vate clinics

Poor and needy patients cannot afford the high fees of doctors in pri-
vate clinics and hospitals. Subsequently. they go to government-run
hospitals for medical treatment. Although. they return in despair from
government hospitals as a result of the boycott of the young doctors.

It is a bitter reality that protesting doctors always choose to punish
patients to attract the government’s attention to solutions to their issues.
Newvertheless, the government has proved to be least bothered about the
miseries of poor and deserving patients.

No sane person can support the way police removed doctors” protest

camp

No sane person can support the way police removed doctors™ protest
camps in civil hospitals and whisked away protesting doctors m prison-
ers’ vans. The government had to get the doctors engaged to find an
amicable solution to issues relating to the health department.

Wisdom must prevail. The blame game by either side should be
stopped. Medical is a noble profession and doctors’ core responsibility
is to serve the ailing humanity, Yes. the government of the day is
responsible for the provision ol uninterrupted medical facilities to the
masses and addressing the grievances of the health professionals.

The silent pandemic

Although 1t 15 difficult
to believe, in a couniry
where around 30 percent
of children are stunted or
unable to reach the expect-
ed height for the age, obe-
sity is also a growing prob-
lem among children and
voung people. According
to the Pakistan Health
Commission, 11 percent of
children in the country are
overweight while five per-
cent are obese, or in other
words, morbidly owver-
weight, putting them at
risk of serious disease or
death,

This situation 1s not
unique to children alone.
Twenty-five percent of the
Pakistani population
according to the WHO and
other research bodies is
overweight with women
aged 35-54 years making
up 42.8 percent of over-
weight persons. But in a
more shocking finding,
15-24 percent of voung-
sters, made up of {2 per-
cent of men and 13.8 per-
cent of women are also
seriously overweight or on
the list of obesity meas-
ured according to the
body-mass indexes put out
by global bodies. This is
true to an even greater
extent when the criterion
for Asians is brought into
play, based on body build

It is therefore no sur-

rise that Pakistan now
1as one of the highest rates
of diabetes, heart disease
and hypertension in the
world. Experts who have
been studving the prob-
lem, in a country where
the focus so far has been
on the vast number of mal-

nourished people who live
amongst us, note that
dietary patterns, a seden-
tary lifestyle and a lack of
exercise are among the
main factors, which lead to
children and young people
falling into the overweight
or even obese category.
This 1s far lngher than 1s
the case in many devel-
oped countries where there
is greater awareness about
the risk of bemg over-
weight, and about the need
to eat a healthy diet.

As talk grows across the
country about the Health
Card scheme and the
Ec_lemia] benefits it could

ring people who need in-
patient care in hospitals,
our health experts and
health ministry should also
be focusing on the factors
which lead to people
becoming unhealthy an
talling mmto patterns, which
endanger  their lives.
Creating greater aware-
ness about this could save
a large number of people
and allow them to live a
healthier and happier life.
Yet we have a situation
where schools say  that
parents are reluctant to
allow for lessons including
Ehysical activity, or sport,
ecause they believe that
this 15 essentially a waste
of time, and that only aca-
deimics is of any signifi-
cance.Perhaps they don’l
think that if a graduate
who has gained straight As
throughout his or her life is
to fall seriously ill by the
age of 40, because of the
lack of exercise, there is
little point in getting these
grades. That person will,

out of necessity, be devot-
ing the rest of his life to his
or her health issues.

We cannot ignore this
problem. Doctors claim
that obesity and serious
weight issues possibly
caused more deaths than
Covid-19 over the last
three or four years in
Pakistan since a detailed
national nuiritional survey
was conducted in 2018 by
the  National  Health
Services Forum in
Islamabad. The issue also
i1s of what we encourage
Feq?_li_a to do and the many
acilities to make this pos-
sible. As more and more
parks are taken over in

arachi and also other
larger cities for develop-
ment purposes, young peo-
ple and children have less
place in which to exercise
or run about or engage in
various sports. In some of
Lahore’s parks run by
housing authorities. sports
such as badminton and
cricket are forbidden.
While this makes a limited
amount of sense, given the
hazard an unruly pame of
cricket could present to
persons engaged in books
or other less active exer-
cise, the sports facilibes
available at clubs need to
be made more artainable
for those who lack the
money to pay the fees cur-
rently demanded.

In fact, we need a com-
plete change in lifestyle if
we are to keep people
healthy, safe and able to
live a natural lifespan, We
are among the developing
countries falling short o
this and rank among the

nations which have the
highest state of obese and
averweight people among
developing countries in
the world and even among
the entire list of countries
measured for these factors.

One of the problems
could be the promaotion of
unhealthy food and its
direct marketing to voung
Eeople. Junk food has

ecome a new fad and we
have given up traditional
foods, which once consist-
ed of snacks afier school
or at other times of the day,
such as roasted com on the
cob or cleanly prepared
items such as “dhai bha-
las’. Fruit of course is now
S0 expensive, it is Impossi-
ble for many to consider
buying it. The few who do,
do nol consume enough of
it, and instead favour food
laden with carbs or deeply
fried food such as burgers
and chips. Soft drinks add
a further problem to the
nature of things and very
few children up to the age
of 18 get the one-off exer-
cise each day recommend-
ed by the American
Academy of Paediatricians
as essential to their well-
being and health.

In many schools, there
is no space for such exer-
cise and even in those
where space exisis, there is
very little encouragement
for i1, either by stall or by
parents. Of course, there
are exceptions and these
stand out and are well
known in Lahore, Karachi
and Islamabad. But we
must also remember that
maost of our children go to
schools which are located

in small bungalows, which
were intended to serve a
residential purpose and
were not designed as
schools  with  campuses
large enough (o cater Lo the
physical needs of young
people.

It is also interesting that
the category between 35

and 44 years among
women is  considere
amongst the fittest in

terms of global figures,
The reasons for obesity
among this group i our
country, and for so much
of this population being
seriously overweight again
lies in a lack of fitness and
a lack of facilities for
women from less wealthy
backgrounds to access and
visit easily. Instead, we
have more and more
screen time and less and
less  physical  activity.
Whereas people used to
visit parks in the past more
regularly for picnics, for
walks, for informal games
of football, badminton or
cricket and for other pur-
suits, many are now glued
to the computer screens or
else to the television.

The issue 1s not one
merely of how we live or
what we do. A campaign
has to be begun, as was
done for the Covid-19
pandemic, to deal with the
silent  killer, which s
destroying lives and tak-
ing away choices from
people. We must consider
what 1s marketed to chil-
dren and whether it is eth-
ical to allow vast advertis-
ing for biscuits and can-
dies on a daily basis on the
SCreens.

Demons of darkness

This is a season of des-
perate voices emanating
rom all those who see
their political fortunes
dwindle. Not used to
such treatment in the
past, they remain incred-
ulous that it 15 actually
happening to them and
they are no longer being
rescued by their tradh-
tional benefactors.

Every day. a new
rumour is malevolently
coined about a deal
which has been struck
with the powers that mat-
ter. Be it the Sharifs or
Bhutto/Zardaris, they
appear to be wvirtually
begging for the reprieve
they once thought was
their prerogative

The Sharif camp is
buzzing with news that
their leader is coming
back after settling things
with their nemesis while
Zardan 1s calling out
loud that his help has
been sought to put things
right in the country.
Apparently, neither 1s
true. In fact. the reverse
may be closer to reality.

The stranglehold is
tithem’ng around Nawaz
Shanif on two counts.
The British government
has refused to extend his
visa for further stay and
his appeal before the
court 1s likely to be
rejected soon, and for
ood reasons,  too.
Nhether it was the case
of his illness and conse-
quent escape to London,
or the pretence of his
subsequent treatment for
imaginary sufferance, he
has been lying through
his grinding tecth. Once
his appeal 1s thrown out,
no further legal means

will be available to him
to continue living in the
UK with his present sta-
tus. The options for him
would include seeking
political asylum there
which his party stalwarts
claim he would not. or
shift to another country
that is willing to receive
him which is unlikely, or
come back to Pakistan to
walk into the prison cell
to complete his term,

On the other count, the
Rana Shamim gambit has
turned out to be a dis-
graceful sham. First, he
refused fo acknowledEc
the authenticity of the
original affidavit in the
court.  After  going
through the contents of a
scaled copy of what he
calls the genuine affi-
davit, together with deal-
ing with a number of sor-
did twists and turns in
the case, the bench has
decided to indict him and
others involved for con-
tempt of judiciary on
January 7. This has
turned the tables on the
Sharifs who played the
devious game to bring
the courts under pressure
by assaulting their credi-
bility to steal relief in
cases which are pending
before them for adjudica-

Lo,

On the Zardari front,
under growing political
pressure
endemic corruption and
lack of performance, the
PPP  government in
Sindh is gradually losing
ground even in the rura
sector which has been
renerally considered to
¢ its strong base. Every
day, there are cases in the
courts where its stalwarts

because of

are routinely reprimand-
ed, even humiliated on
account of their shoddy
deals and grossly defi-
cient governance.

Yet their leader does
not shy of saying that
unnamed people have
sought his help in putting
things right in the coun-
try, and that he has con-
ditioned it with the
ouster of the incumbent
government, So, appar-
ently, he considers this to
be cuckoo land where he
can manipulate things as
he may deem and desire,
completely oblivious of
the reality that times
have undergone a drastic
change and there may not
be much sympathy any-
more for these corrupt
charlatans and their
sycophants and bootleg-
sers. Not only that those
times of yore do not exist
any longer, there 15 no
likelihood of any move-
ment to bring them back
either,

But their likely politi-
cal demise will impact
many a people who have
been recipients of their
largesse in the past and
who would like to keep
the cofters flowing in the
future also. Their fasci-
nation with corruption
and glorification of
crime 15 immeasurable,
No wonder that these
politically comatose
politicians are being kept
alive artificially only on
television screens and
newspaper pages. There
is a dire desperation to
this effort as if its failure
will signal the demise of
the entire media edifice.
So stories of their ram-
pant corruption are regu-

larly pushed under the
carpet while grandiose
fictional achievements
are attributed to their
tenures in power, Those
whose induction and sur-
vival in the power eche-
lons was owed entirely to
the patronage of the most
vicious of dictators are
projecied  as  ardent
champions of democracy
and stalwarts who have
kept the candle of free-
dom burning. MNothing
could surpass this utter
distortion.

While the media is
likely to continue play-
ing a demeaning role, it
is the judiciary which
can rid the country of
these worms which have
skinned it of its flesh and
spirit.  The devilish
machinations of these
criminals lie exposed
before the courts. Rather
than letting them escape
the dragnet of justice yet
again, it 15 for these
courts to punish them for
their gnievous excesses,
They don't deserve any
mercy. The country has
plunged to its nadir sim-
ply because of a culture
of crime and corruption
they cultivated and spon-
sored. Today, it is a tow-
ering structure  which
casts its hideous shadow
on all who move within
1ts precincts.

Their punishment and
elimination from the
political arena is not
going to bring the twin-
scourge of crime and cor-
ruption to an end. It
would only be the begin-
ning of a prolonged
struggle to cleanse socie-
ty of its numerous con-
taminations which are

By Raoof Hasan

sunk in deep. It is not
going to be an easy task
It would require the best
of intentions, promulga-
tion of progressive, prag-
matic and effective poli-
cies and a string of trans-
parent, accountable and
functional institutions to
work in tandem with
unprecedented  resolve
and dedication to do the
job.

But for brief inter-
ludes, the country has
mostly been subjected to
mereiless demonisation.
Completely drained of its
spirit and character, it
has  been  horribly
mauled. Work needs to
be done on a vanety of
fronts  which would
require immense courage
and character. No shori-
cuts will do. The entire
distance will have to be
covered 1 measured and
well thought-out steps
targeting the entire reper-
toire of maladies that
Pakistan is afflicted with.
It is a mammoth chal-
lenge, but one which has
to be undertaken urgent-
ly. The Pakistan that we
have today is a poor
replica of the entity that
the Quaid had envisioned
on August 11, 1947 a
liberal, progressive,
enlightened and tolerant
country. Instead, we have
turned 1t mmto a regressive
and bigoted country, It
continues to plunge fur-
ther depihs ull:" retrogres-
sion as the demons of
corruption and religiosity
cast a long shadow on ifs
ability to rise from
despair. But rise it must
because, without that
happening, there is no
recourse to salvation,

Climate

reparations

* brief and

rapidly closmg

window o

secure a live-

able future”.

That’s  the sobering
assessment made by sci-
entists on the United
N ations '
Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change
(IPCC), which earlier
this week published its
latest report, on_ the
impacts of the climaic
crisis. In it, the IPPC
a.r_}f'iues that roughly 3.5
billion people — 43 per-
cent of the world’s popu-
lation — currently live in
areas of “high vulnerabil-
ity” to climate changie,
meaning they will be

heavily™ impacted by
oods, roughts  or
extreme weather in the

decades to come.

Yet even more striking
than the sheer scale o
these impacts is their
inequality and unfair-
ness. The vast majority of
those 3.5 billion people
are in ‘west-, central- and
east Africa, south Asia,
Central and  South
America. small island
developing states and the
Arctic”, These regions
which have some of the
lowest per capita carbon
emissions in the world
are now suffering the
effects ot a crisis that has
been driven and exacer-
bated by the looting of
their lands for wealth and
natural resources.

Not only are these
countries and communi-
ties faced with displace-
ment, food shortages,

water insecurity  and
more, unless there is con-
certed global action, the
report also asserts that
many losses are already
happening now, and are
|rrever51the. This situa-
tion is a result of the fail-
ure (or perhaps more
accurately, refusal) of
rich countries to support
the Global South against
the climate crisis in UN
negotiations. Not only
have these “Annex I’
countries, including the
s, UK, Canada,
Australia and most of the
EU, repeatedly resisted
ambitious, binding tar-
gels on emissions reduc-
tions, they have also
repeatedly broken prom-

ises on financial assis-
tance.
Last November, at

COP26 in Glasgow, the
Global South had three
key demands on finance:
rreatly increased climate
inance grants; far more
funding for climate adap-
tation; and a new pot of
money to compensate for
the loss and damage
already being suffered by
frontline communities.
This week’s report high-
lights that, despite a 2009
predge {at COP15) to
commit roughly half of
$100bn a year in climate
finance fo adaptation,
only 4-8 percent of fund-
ing has supported proj-
ects that help \fplneral;!lle
communities live with
the impacts of the climate
crisis (and some of those
projects actually increase
climate  vulnerability).
Those communities are

By Daniel Willis
now being sacrificed to
the selfishness of rich
governments that resist
anlng for the crisis they

ave caused every step of
the way.

The demand for loss
and damage compensa-
tion has also been heavi-
ly resisted at every previ-
ous COP. At COP26, the
establishment of a new
funding pot was rejected
and almost all references
were removed in the final
a%rleement, the Glasgow
Chmate act.
Campaigners have hailed
the promise for further
discussions on loss and
damage as a small win,
and will push hard to
make it a key issue at
COP27 in Egypt this
coming November. Yet,
insiders have now raise
concerns that there was
significant pressure from
the Biden administration
to remove any mention of’
loss and damage from the
latest IPCC report.

Meanwhile, frontline
communities, such as in
Sub-Saharan  African,
South East Asia and
small island states in the
Pacific and Caribbean,
continue to lose homes,
livelihoods and families
to the climate crisis. For
example. just before
Christmas, while it also
dealing with a steep rise
in COVID-19 infections,
the Philippines was hit by
super ty ﬂm’m Rai (also
called  Odette), which
displaced half a million
people and 1mpacted
nearly five million in
total.

The gathering storm

War clouds have
once again gathered
over Afghanistan.

Even as American’s
longest war in its his-
tory has ended, the
Afehan people are
unfikely to enjoy the
dividends of peace. In
fact. a renewed civil
war has already start-
ed between  the
Taliban  and  the
Afehan government,
The impact of such a
conflict  will  nol
remain confined fo
Afghanistan but will

engulf the entire
region. )
he Taliban have

already made exten-
sive territorial gains.
They claim to now
control 85 per cent of
Afghanistan, especial-
Iy the rural areas and
the crucial highways.
thereby en.c!'rcTing the
major’  cities  with
fighting currently rag-
ing for the control of
Herat, Kandahar and
Lashkar Gah. The
Taliban are also trying
to rebrand themselves.
projecting a more tol-
erant and responsible

image in order to
increase their domes-
tic and international
acceptability.
Rejecting  Taliban
claims, the Afghan
government has

asserted that its forces
are regrouping to halt
the Taliban advance
and will retake lost
territory. The govern-
ment has also enlisted
local Tajik. Hazara

and Uzbek militia to
boost the capabilities
of ils troops while
rc]'lv_ing heavily ct:n
military support by
Washin} ton %ﬂd N(;»%.r
Delhi. In these cir-
cumstances, a pro-
tracted civil war is
now the most likely
outcome.

Prime Minister
Imran Khan is correct
in stating that the
Americans made a

mess in Afghanistan,
Now they are leavin
a mess behind. Instea
of ensuring a peaceful
transition, the Biden
administration  has
rushed for the exits,
abandoning
Afghanistan  to  its
fate. American “over
the horizon™ military
UFerﬂtmns in support
of the Ghani govern-
ment. such as recent
air strikes against the
Taliban, have encour-
aged Kabul to reject
any compromise solu-
tion. The recent meet-
mmgs m New Delhi
between US Secretary
of State Blinken and
the Indian leadershi
indicate that India will
also militarily assist
the Afghan govern-
ment.  The Indian
objective was clearly
spelt out recently by
former Indian Foreign
Secretary Sham Seran
that an Afghan civil
war would be prefer-
able to a Taliban gov-
ernment, .

A more  sinister
aspect of such Indo-

s cooperation,
underscored by the
meeting between
Secretary Blinken and
Indian National
Security. Advisor Ajit
Doval, 1s that Indian
and Afghan intelli-
}g,ence agencies would
feel encouraged to
intensify support for
terrorist groups like
the TTP and Baloch

separatists againsi
Pakistan. The
Chechens,  Uzbeks,

Uighurs of the ETIM
and SIS will also gain
greater  freedom ™ of
action to increasingly
target China, Russia
and lran.

In  these circum-
stances. Afghanistan
will not only face fur-
ther devasfation but
will also be denied the
benefits of its poten-
tial role as a hub for
regional connectivity.
Projects like TAPI and
CASA-1000 will
remain  unimplement-
ed. China’s extension
of its BRI into
Afghanistan as well as
its investments in the
country would have to
be put on hold. For
Pakistan, the cosls
would be even higher
— continued instabili-
ty and security threats
on its western and
eastern borders, influx
of Afghan Iefugees,
and denial of access to

the region.Since
Afghan instability
will have regional

implications, the geo-
political interests of

Pakistan, China,
Russia and lran con-
verge on_the need for
a peaceful transition
in  Afghanistan  and
avoidance  of a
renewed civil war. As
such, all four coun-
tries have individually
and collectively
reached out to the
Afghan parties. The
Taliban have, in their
engagement with
these countries,
stressed their willing-
ness to accept a politi-
cal solution, sought
international recogni-
tion and promised to
cnsure that the Afghan
territory is not used

against any  other
country. In a signifi-
cant  development,
Chinese Foreign

Minister Wang Yi told
the wvisiting Taliban
leader. Mullah Bradar
that the “Taliban... is
a pivotal military and
political force in the
country and will play
an important role in
the process of peace
re-conciliation  an
reconstruction there.”
Similar endorsement
for the Taliban has
also been expressed
by the Russians and
Iranians. Efforts by
this "Quartet”. there-
fore. hold the most
promising option to
secure  peace  in
Afghanistan,
Intensified collective
initiatives by them can
still prevent a full
scale civil war and
lead to a peaceful

Lamir Akram

transition. I
While the Ghani
government will

prove to be a hurdle, it
can still be given a
safe and honourable
exit under conditions
that could be guaran-
teed by the “Quartet’.
More troublesome
would be the spoiler’s
role by India which

views ~ its strategic
interests againslt
Pakistan and China

being better served by
continuing warfare in
Afghanistan. But the
Indians or the
Americans  will not
deploy their forces in
Afghanistan to protect
Ghani, having learnt
the lessons of history.

Consequently, the
Kabul  government
cannol  survive for

long and would be
eventually forced to
find a political solu-
tion.Pakistan’s  sup-
port for an Afghan-led
and  Afghan-owned
peace process 1s laud-
able. But given the
high stakes involved

and  the obvious
Indian interference in
Afghanistan, there is

need for a proactive
Pakistan policy in col-
laboration with China,
Russia and Iran to
protect shared nation-
al interests. Such a
collective  approach
needs to be based on
the ground realities, in
articular  that  the
aliban must play a
key role in a luture
Afghan government.

Migration &

ODAY, more
than 3.6 per cent
of the world’s
population com-
prises migrants.
About 39c of

the total refugee population
is hosted by only five coun-
tries, Turkey, Colombaa,
Uganda, Pakistan and
Ciermany. Pakistan continues
to host more than 1.4 mil-
lion refugees. most of them
hailing from Afghanistan, In
a shift from its previous pol-
icy after the Taliban
takeover., Pakistan decided
to fence its borders to pre-
vent another deluge of
Afghan refugees from enter-
ing the country. However,
Pakistan still hosts a signifi-
cant number of refugees
who are either in transition
or temporarily stuck here
while trying to relocate to
Western countries,

Due to their being disen-
franchised by the govern-
ment of their home, destina-
tion or transition country,
refugees often face discrim-
ination, poor living condi-
tions and inadequate access
to basic rights and facilities,
including healthcare. The
Covid-19 pandemic, while
posing a number of other
challenges, helped renew
interest in the intricate and
crucial relationship between
healthcare and migration

One way to think about
delivering healthcare to
refugees and migrants 1s to
think of health challenges
linked with each phase of
the migration framework

Health policies should be
sensihive 1o migration pat-
terns. The migralion process
can be categorised into pre-
travel, travel, destination
and return phases. Each

phase of the mmgratory
process throws up its own
unique and specific health-
related challenges.

For example, the pre-
departure phase, covering
the period before muigrants
or refugees leave their coun-
try of ongin, assumes
importance with reference
to local chronic disease pat-
terns, pathogens and infec-
tions disenses, Non-commu-
nicable diseases such as dia-
betes and infections ones
such as tuberculosis — both
prevalent in Pakistan
need prior and different
management even in the
pre-departure phase. Many
Western countries require
visa applicants to get tested
for tuberculosis,

From the global health
perspective, the travel
phase, involving transition
and interception counfries,
is deemed critical since peo-
ple may become carriers of
different pathogens or dis-
eases and carry them across
borders, The travel restric-
tions imposed by countries
during the Covid-19 pan-
demic are a classic example
of this phenomenon

However, for illegal
migrants or victims of
human trafficking, who
often travel on flimsy boats
or trek for long penods of
time through harsh terrains,
only to be stopped or
detained by border forces,
access to a fraction of the
scant healthcare provisions
at the border becomes an
msurmountable challenge.

Meanwhile, the destina-
non phase comprises the
period when individuals set-
tle in a country either for
temporary or long-term pur-
poses. Most of the exisling

health

research in this area focuses
on this group of
migrants/refugees due to the
availlability of better data
and well-funded research
programmes in host coun-
tries.Even though most of
the migrants tend to be
vounger, the effect of their
joumneys on their mental
health and low socioeco-
nomic status m host coun-
iries exacts a heavy toll on
their long-term  physical
well-being The final phase
of the migration cycle 15 the
return  of refugees or
migrants, This mainly hap-
pens for two reasons,
Governments of host coun-
tries deport refugees after
finding their claims to be
unsubstantial. Meanwhile, a
large number of Pakistani
migrants tend to return to
their home countries after
spending years abroad This
phase also carries its own
health challenges.
Depending on the manner of
deportation, many returnees
come back with serious
injuries and, in extreme
cases, In body  bags.
However, even if the return
of migrants appears rela-
tively safe, health systems
in Pakistan are ill-equipped
to offer the level of services
availab--le in the West, This
also tends to affe--ct the
health of elderly retumees.

In Pakistan, several
imternational organisations,
such as the WHO, UNHCR
and [OM. are involved in
the  health  assessment
rocess, along with a nuim-

1 of national and interna-
tonal NGOs. However,
policymaking on the con-
joined areas of health and
migration 15 weak and dis-
Jointed.
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‘India continuously
violating all international laws,
conventions in [IOJK’

ISLAMABAD: India is
continuously violating all
mternational laws and
conventions in_ Indian
illegally occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (I10JK) and
people are even deprived
of their basic human
rights in the territory.

ndia is using black
laws like Public Safety
Act (PSA) and Unlawful
Activities (Prevention)
Act (UAPA)Y in 1IOJK to
arrest the Kashmiris, said
a report released by
Kashmir Media Service
on Sunday.

It deplored that India
revoked Kashmir’s spe-
cial status in flagrant vio-
lation of international
laws and Modi-led India

is settling non-Kashmiris

in the occupied territory

against  the  United
ations resolutions.

The report said as
of snatching Kashmiris’
identity, India 1s granting
domicile status fo non-
locals on fast-track basis.
It said, giving domicile
certificates to  non-
Kashmiris is a clear vio-
lation of international law
and the UN resolutions
on Kashmir, The RSS-
backed BIP regime is

lotting  to  “deprive

ashmins of their identi-
ty, 1t added.

The report said India is
reventing the Kashmiris
rom exercising their uni-

versally recognized right

to self-determination and
is not willing to imple-
ment the UN Kashmir
resolutions.

It maintained that Modi
had made 1IOJK a living
hell for the Kashmin peo-
ple and fate of millions of
the Kashmiri _people
could not be left to the
whims and fancies of
India The report said that
India must be punished
for violating global laws
and agreements in [HOJK,
adding the UN is morally
bound 1o help resolve the
Kashmir dispute as per its
resolutions and the world
powers must stop shut-
ting their eves to the
plight of the Kashmiri
people. INP

Pakistani start-ups raise whopping
$163m in three months:

ISLAMABAD;
Pakistani start-ups
raised $163 million in
15 deals during the first
quarter of 2022, which
was seven times higher
than the amount raked
in during the same peri-
od of last vear.

According 1o a repori
of the start-up consul-
tancy firm
Invest2Innovate,
Pakistani start-ups
raised 5728 million
across 272 deals from
2015, including the first
quarter of 2022, reports
WealthPK.

A deal involves the
amount invested and
what the investor gets in
return.

The mixed category,
where at least one inter-
national and one local
investor is involved,
raised %122 million in
seven deals during the
first quarter of this vear,

International rms
raised $36 million in
three deals. while four
local  deals  felched
$850.000, according to
WealthPK.

Out of the four purely
local deals, two were
done at the pre-seed
stage, one at the seed
stage, and one at pre-
series A, according to
the start-up consultancy
firm’s report.

Invest2lnnovale
report says that the e-
commerce sector raised
the maximum invest-

ment of $202 million in
the first quarter, while
$17 million was raised
by fintech firms. An
amount of $13 million
was invested in trucking
and logistic sectors. The
average ticket size of e-
commerce was $32 mil-
lion, while average tick-
et size of fintech was
$5 8 million,

A ticket size is an
amount of money put in
by an investor in a deal.

B-series remains at
the top as far as amount
raised in different stages
1s concerned as it raked
in $70 million, while
$58.5 million was raised
in A-series, which is
really a positive sign for
start-ups because A and
B series represent the
established businesses,

Similarly, in ecarly
investment stages, pre-
seed and seed stages
raised $5.3 million and
$29 million, respective-
ly.

Among the top three
e-commerce  start-ups,
Bazar raised $70 million
in B-series, Retailo and
Jugnu raised %36 mil-
lion and $22.5 million,
respectively, in  A-
series. Similarly, in top
three fintech start-ups,
Mayapay raised $13 mil-
lion at the seed stage,
while Taro and Metric
raised $3.5 million

The Invest2lnnovate
report says that men-
owned start-ups

WealthPK

remained dominant in
terms of the amount
raised during the first
quarter of this year An
amount of $159 million
was raised by male-
founded start-ups,
which was 98% of the
total amount raised,
while only $3.9 million
were raised by female-
funded firms,

According to
Kulsoom Lakhani, the
founder of
Invest2Innovate, the

$163 million raised in
the first quarter of 2022
i1s seven times higher
than the amount raised
in the same period of
last year, and accounts
for more than 50% of
the total investments
during the entire 2021,
In a tweet, Kulsoom
Lakhani commented,
“Fact that B2B e-com-
merce players raised
later-stage rounds is a
strong signal for the
Pakistan’s market,
negating the concerns
that there was a dearth
of growth-stage capi-
tal.” Fintech alse did
well  this Q1 albeit
mainly via earlier stage
deals. like navapaypk's
$13M in seed stage.”
Kusloom Lakhan
said that like other

emerging markets, a tri-
angle of funding has
been observed as e-
commerce, fintech and
logistics have a symbi-
otic relationship INP

ISLAMABAD:A metro Orange Line bus on the way during rehearsal at
Peshawar Morr, in Federal Capital, On directions of Prime Minster
Shehbaz Sharif, the trial run of the Orange Line Metro Bus Service

from Peshawar Morr to New Islamabad Airport.

Pakistan reports 97 coronavirus
cases, no deaths in 24 hours

LAHORE:  Pakistan
has reported no deaths in
the last 24 hours by novel
coronavirus as the num-
ber of positive cases has
risen to 1,527,248, The
nationwide tally of fatali-
ties has remained 30,363
on Sunday.

According to the latest
figures by the National
Institute of Health (NIH)
97 persons tested positive
for COVID-19 in the past

24 hours.

Punjab remains the
worst-hit province in
terms of deaths followed
by Sindh and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

JTl now 13,559 indi-
viduals have lost their
lives to the epidemic in
PUI‘!JELIJ, 8.098 in Sindh,
6,322 in KP, 1,023 in
Islamabad, 792 in Azad
Kashmir, 378 in
Balochistan and 191 in
GB.

Furthermore 576,549
coronavirus cases have
been confirmed in Sindh,
505,660  in Punjab,
219371  in _ Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, 135,150 in
Islamabad, 43306 in

Azad Kashmir, 35483 in
Balochistan and 11,729 in
Gilgit-Baltistan.

akistan has so far con-
ducted 27,903,660 coron-
avirus tests and 23,425 in
the last 24  hours.
1,493 606 patients have
recavered in the country
whereas 213 patients are
in critical condition.

The COVID-19 posi-
tivity ratio was recorded
at 0.41 EE:;::rc;cnl.Sc: far,
133.858.835 people have
received their first dose
of coronavirus vaccine
including 50,410 in last
24 hours. 120.589.371
citizens have been fully
vaccinated while 110,132
received their second
dose in last 24 hours.

The number of total
administered doses has
reached to 244,354,132
with 178.639 in the last
24 hours.Punjab remains
the worst-hit province in
terms of deaths followed
by Sindh and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa,

Till now 13,559 indi-
viduals have lost their
lives to the epidemic in
Punjab, 8098 in Sindh,

6,322 in KP, 1,023 in
Islamabad, 792 in Azad
Kashmir, 378 in
Balochistan and 191 in
GRE.

Furthermore 576,549
coronavirus cases have
been confirmed n Sindh,
505,660 in  Punjab,
219.371 in _ Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, 135,150 in
Islamabad, 43,306 1n
Azad Kashmir, 35,483 in
Balochistan and 11,729 in
Gilgit-Baltistan.

akistan has so far con-
ducted 27,903,660 coron-
avirus tests and 23,425 in
the last 24 hours.
1,493,606 patients have
recovered in the country
whereas 213 patients are
in critical condition.

The COVID-19 posi-
tivity ratio was recorded
at 0.41 percent.So far,
133.858.835 people have
received their first dose
of coronavirus vacecine
including 50410 1 last
24 hours. 120.589.371
citizens have been fully
vaccinated while 110,132
received  their  second
dose 1n last 24
hours. Online
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PML-N, PPP yet to reconcile
differences over federal cabinet

ISLAMABAD: The new
coalition set up led by Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz has yet
failed to 1ron out differences
with regard to the federal cabi-
net on §unday.

Even Pakistan People’s Party
(PPP) has been divided over
joining the federal cabimnet or
not, sources said,

According to sources, former
Ke.*:ldenl_ Asif Ali Zardan has

cen against the People’s Party’s
joining the cabinet of Prime

inister  Shehbaz  Sharif
However, PPP  Charrman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari suggort-
ing to become part of federal
cabinet,

The PPP and PML-N, two
major parties in the alliance.
have differences over distribu-
tion of the constitutional offices,
according to sources.

People’s Party sources said

that the PML-N have rigid
stance over the ministries. “The
PPP wants ministries of its
choice and constitutional offices
in the new government,” partly
sources said. The PML-N, how-
ever, avoiding fo give the PPP
the portfolios it wants, sources
further said.

People’s Partv also wants its
man as the Chairman of the
Senate, but the PML-N has not
yet promised to give the top
office of the upper house to the
coalition partner, according to
SOUTCES.

Earlier, their were reports that
the PPP had decided to become
part of the federal cabinet after
talks with the PML-N.

Presently Raja Pervaiz Ashrafl
has been elected the Speaker of
the National Assembly.

Despite multiple meetings
between PPP and PML-N. the

new coalition set up Luled 1o
iron out differences over the for-
mation of federal cabinet The
PPP and PML-N, two major par-
ties in the alliance. have ditfer-
ences over distribution of the
constitutional offices, according
1o sources.

People’s Party sources said
that the PML-N have rigid
stance over the ministries. “The
PPP wants ministries of its
choice and constitutional offices
in the new government,” party
sources said. The PML-N, how-
ever, avoiding to give the PPP
the portfolios 1t wants, sources
further said.

People’s Party also wants its
man as the Chairman of the
Senate, but the PML-N has not
yet promised to give the top
office of the upper house to the
coalition partner, according to
sources. INP

April 18 last date of 2nd phase of
AIOU Admission for Spring 2022

ISLAMABAD: Allama Igbal
Open University (AIOU) has set
Alpril 18 (Monday) as the last day
of its 2nd Phase admissions for
the semester Spring, 20232,

The interested students have
been advised to apply for the
admission before the expinng
date. It was hoped that the stu-
dents will avail the opportunity to
continue their future study.

Admission forms and prospee-
tuses for the all programs are
available on the University web-
site www.atou.edu.pk. The umi-
versity has recently digitized its
administrative, financial and edu-
cational affairs and provided
online facilities to the students.
Applicants for admission in any
program can now apply only
under online mode.

Candidates who do not have

access to computer and internet
can go to the nearest regional
office of the university and apply
online using free computer and
internet facility, Where the staff
of the university is providing all
possible facilities and support to
the students.

Fee-to-face  workshops  on
teaching  practice o MA
Education and M. Ed programs
offered in the fall semester 2021
are also starting from Monday
{April 18). These workshops will
be held at the Regional Otffices of
the University from lpm to Spm.

Letters have been sent to stu-
dents 1o attend wurkshors.
Waorkshops™ schedule is  also
uploaded on the students' CMS
portals and on the university's
website In addition, examinations
of BA (Associate Degree),

Pro-US statement of
Imran Khan another
U-turn: Nayyer Bukhari

ISLAMABAD:

issuin
Unite

every public gathering.

Nayyer Bukhari said that Imran Khan fears
of being declared ineligible in foreign funding
case therefore was trying to make Election
Commission controversial. PTI during its
tenure pressurized the Election Commission of
Pakistan SI-ICP} regarding foreign funding

case, he alleged.

The PPP leader said that the foreign fundin
case was a strong case and a larger scanda
against PTI. PPP stands by independent and
i commission,  he

autonomous  election

added. INP

Secretary
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP), Nayyer Bukhari
has said that PTI chairman Imran Khan by

the statement, “He 1s not against
States™ has taken another U-turn.

In a statement issued on Sunday, he said that
one who used to say that he will not give NRO
to anyone was now forced to seek NRO in his

General of

Israel hurt feelings of
Muslims by storming
worshipers inside
Al-Agsa Mosque: Siraj

LAHORE: Emir Jamaat-e-1slami (JI) Pakistan, Siraj
Al-Hagq said that Israel has hurt the feehings of Mushms
around the world by storming the worshipers and car-
rving out atrocities inside Al-Agsa Mosque during the

Foly month of Ramadan.

Taking to his twitter handle on Sunday, he said that
Al-Aqgsa Mosque is the third holiest place on earth for | 2021 while it was 56% in June 2020
Muslims after the Two Holy Mosques. it was illegally : i
occupied by Israel and there 1s absolutely no justifica-
tion for this occupation under international law

Sira) al-Haq warned that the extremist Zionist gov-
ernment seeks to eliminate the Islamic identity of
Jerusalem where illegal land grab by Jewish settlers has
become a daily routine. Israeli cruelty and oppression
of Palestinians is also witnessed on a daily basis in
Israeli courts. The JI chief lamented that allowing
Jewish settlers to perform Talmudic rituals at a time
when there is unusually large influx of Mushm wor-
shipers due to holy month of Ramadan was a clear
provocation, The people of Jerusalem, especially the
young men and women stationed in the b
Agsa Mosque, stood steadfastly in front of the bratal
Israeli soldiers despite the fact that they were unarmed
and lsraeli forces were armed guns and tear gas. INP

SQUICEes an

2019,

lessed Al-
June 2019

[SLAMABAD: Pakistan’s total public
debt till December 2021
Rs42,745 billion 74
billion domestic debt and Rs15,950 bil-
lion external liabilities. according o a
report released by the finance ministry,

I'he country’s total public debt stood
at Rs39,859 billion in June 2021, going
up from Rs36,399 billion in June 2020,
the data showed, reports WealthPK.

Accordnélg to the ministry of finance

1
debt was Rs32.708 billion in June 2019.

[n terms of percentage, total domestic
debi-to-GDP ratio was 55.1% in June

t0-GDP ratio was 28.5% i June 2021,
while it was 31.6% in June 2020 and
31.4% m June 2019, the finance mn-
istry sources and the data revealed.

In dollar terms, Pakistan’s domestic
debt stood at $167 billion in June 2021,
while it was recorded at $138 billion i
June 2020 and $127 billion in June de

Pakistan™s total public debt in June
2021 was recorded at $253 billion,
ballion in June 2020 and $200 billion m

Meanwhile,

Associate Degree in Education,
Associate Degree in Commerce,
Associate Degree in (Human
Resource Management, Islamic
Banking and Marketing). B.Ed,
B.B.A., BS Accounting and
Finance and Certificate Course
will start from 25th April across
the country and will continue till
22nd June. Date-sheet has been
uploaded on the University's
website www aiou.edu.pk while
roll number slips are also been
uploaded on students' CMS por-
tals.Candidates who do not have
access to computer and internet
can go to the nearest regional
office of the university and apply
online using free computer and
internet facility. Where the staff
of the university is providing all
possible facilities and support to
the students. INP

Man killed, 15
injured in
NushKki rival

groups clash

NUSHKI: At least one person
was killed and 15 others injured in
armed clash between two rival
groups here on Sunday, Levies
sources said

According to details, armed men
of two groups which were in busi-

ness dispute traded fire near
Ahmedwal railway crossing in
Nushki,

[n cross firing, one person Riaz
Ahmed s/o Nasir Ahmed was
killed while 15 others sustained
bullet wounds. .

The injured were shifted to local
hospital where three people were
referred to Quetta due to critical
condition.

The Levies Force arrested four
accused and further investigation
in the incident was underway. INP

Nine professional
beggars held in
Faisalabad

FAISALABAD: The Anti-
Beggary Squad of Social Welfare
Depariment arrested nine profes-
sional be -%qrs durmgif, separate
actions in ELﬁ erent localities of the
city on Sunday.

social Welfare Office, Focal
Person of beggary elimination
campaign. Muhammad Tahir said
that the teams of Anti-Beggary
Squad  launched  crackdown
against professional beggars in

1shatabad. outside RCG Plaza,
Kohnoor Chowk, Flat Chowk
Sosan Road, Station Chowk,
Millat Town., 6-GB Sargodha
Road, Lasam Pulli Sargoda Road,
Akbarabad  Chowk.,  outside
Agriculture  University, Allied
Hosptial Chowk, Chenab Chowk
and on main highways of the city

He said that during operations,
ning professional begpars were
arrested who were handed over to

olice for further
investigation. INP

Civil Defence dept seals
illegal mini-petrol pumps.
LPG refilling shops

FAISALABAD: The Civil
Defence Department sealed three
illegal mmL-F:lro] umps and
three LPG refilling shops during
separate actions in the city,

Civil Defence Officer Nadeem
Ahmed said that operations were
conducted in Chak 117-GB, near
dry port, Sargodha Road, Bawa
Chak and Madina Town in
Faisalabad He said_that during
operations, three illegal mini-
petrol pumps and three LPG refill-
ing shops were secaled Nadeem
Ahmed said that fine was imposed
on the said pumps, LPG retilling
shops and summary.INP

Ranchore Line area in Provincial Capital.

Pakistan’s total public

debt stands at Rs42.7
trillion: WealthPK

stood _ at
including Rs26.745

he data, Pakistan’s public

$216

economic  experts

remittances’ i
Pakistanis and avoiding taking expen-
sive loans to stabilise its foreign
exchange reserves.

They said the government should doc-
ument the economy and bring tax
evaders into the tax nét by improving the

erformance of the Federal Bureau of

evenue, )

The economic experts were of the
view that the government should borrow
on soft-terms only for development pur-
poses,

They maintained that the government
should try 10 become less dependent on

e
h

flow [from overseas

International  Monetary  Fund  and
and 54.4% in June 2019, explore other sources for generating
Likewise, the country’s external debt-  funds.

They also recommended the govemn-
ment create a more conducive environ-
ment orel
investment. They called for tapping
Pakistan’s rich “hydel and muneral
resources to
resources for the country and reducing
ndence on expensive foreign loans.
g economic experts also asked the
sovernment to promote and develop
tourism sector in order to boost econo-
my, besides ensuring judicious utilisa-
tion of available
checking corruption and promoting
good povernance.

for atfracting foreign direct

renerate more  financial

inancial resources,

Gwadar University key human resource

believed the government should slash its
n01'|—deve]r.1]i|mem expenditure, boost
exports, reduce imports and generate
own sources of mcome to bring down

They also recommended construction
of more hydel power projects to ensure

ISLAMABAD:
Gwadar University has
turned into a  key
human resource gener-
alu}ig institution  for
CPEC, Gwadar Pro
reported on  Sunday
quoting Chief
ecretary Balochistan
Mather Niaz Rana.

He was _addres:;in%
the participants o
Laptop  Distribution
Ceremony held here at
University of Gwadar,

On  this occasion,
Chief Secretary
Balochistan distributes
300 laptops to univer-
sity  students under
CM's Balochistan lap-
top scheme.

The event was
attended by Vice-
Chancellor University
of Gwadar Prof. Dr
Abdul Razzaq Sabir,
General Ticer
Commanding (GOC)
44 Special  Security
Division.  Maj-Gen
Inayat Hussain, Capt.
hRel'd} Jameel Ahmed

aloch, Deputy
C(}I’I'il'l'llSSII{)Ti?:T
Gwadar, Brigadier

FFahad Mansoor, offi-
cers of Armed Forces,
Disirict demonstrative
Ofhcer heads of differ-
ent departments. facul-
ty members, admin
staff and students of
UoG.

Recipients of lap-
tops include students
of Department of
Management Sciences,
Commerce, Education,
and Computer
Science, University of
Gwadar,

Speaking on _ the
occasion, Chief
Secretary Balochistan
Mather Niaz Rana
congratulated all the
students who received

laptops,
In his address. he
said that the

Balochistan  govern-
ment strives to provide
higher education and
the best facilities to
students of

generating institution for CPEC

Balochistan, )

He further said that
the priority of all stu-
dents should be to
serve the country and
the province.

In  his  welcome
speech,  Vice-

‘hancellor University
of Gwadar Prof Dr.
Abdul Razraq Sabir
thanked the
Government of
Balochistan and espe-
cially Chief Secretary
Balochistan M.
Mather Niaz Rana. for
taking a keen interest
in the flourishing
University of Gwadar
and extending unend-
ing support to set an

environment for the
Fromotlon of quality
righer education in
this far-flung part of
the country.

Major General
Inayat Hussain GOC
44 SSD m his address
said that no nation can
develop without edu-
cation and the promo-
tion d;:l'(t_]uahl},-' educa-
tion in Gwadar is one
of his top priorities.

In this age of tech-
nology and innovation,
it is commendable to
provide such facilities
to students to promote
research culturg in
higher education insti-
tutions.Online

the debt. They also suggested the gov-
ernment focus on further improving

Resham Bazaar.

supply of cheap hydroelectricity to the
industry for
growth INP

sustainable economic
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Commotion in Punjab Assembly termed a blot on democracy

LAHORE: Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) leaders ~ Rana Mashhood Ahmad Khan and Attaullah
Tarar —Sunday vehemently criticised the commotion in Punjab Assembly and said that the responsible would
be dealt with as per the law. )
~ Rana Mashhood Ahmad Khan said, “Those who were “selected” in 2018 elections claim that they are not
interested in power. Even the gifis of treasure-house were not sparcd. Constitution and the law were blatantly
violated in Punjab.” ) _ ) ) )

He deplored, “The Pakistan Muslim League-Quaid (PML-Q) violated the values of the House while the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) taught the nation foul language.” o )

“The power of not allowing anvone to vote in the election of Chief Minister in the Punjab Assembly rests
with the Constitution.” Mashhood said. _ _ .

“You [Parver Elahi] have been trying to run the assemblies according to vour wish, You repeatedly went to
the High Court for delaying the election of Punjab chief minister.” he [Tayed . .

“The Punjab Assembly deputy speaker was not allowed to enter the House. Those who were involved in the
unlawful act in the Punjab Assembly will not be spared.” he vowed. 5

“What happened Saturday in the Punjab Assembly is the worst stain for democracy, The real face of PTI and
PML-0 has heen exposed in the national and provincial assemblies,” stated Rana Mashhood

_“These people want to cling to power. They do not care about the prosperity of Pakistan. They are respon-
sible for poverty, unemplovment and billion-dollar scandals in the country.” hé blamed.

PML-N leader Attaullah Tarar said, “Yesterday was the darkest day in the history of the Punjab Assembly.”

He said to Pervez Elahi, “Stop it now. The province has been without Chief Minister for 15 days, Elections
were repeatedly postponed on the pretext of incomplete numbers of parliamentarians.”

He blamed Parvez Elahi for orchestrating the rumpus in the Punjab Assembly through private goons that
were stayed in the galleries of the House

He also maintained that an attempt to assassinate the Punjab Assembly deputy speaker was also made.

“Goons were called from Gujrat to cause commotion in the Punjab Assembly in order to delay the election
for the Chief Minister for further two days.” ) )

He asked Parvez Elahi to avoid telling lies in old age, adding that the Punjab Assembly deputy speaker was
subjected to arrogant behaviour. o - . )

_I{e also claimed that the slot of Punjab Chief Minister was offered to Parvez Elahi but his son Moonis Elahi
misbehaved with those who had taken that offer to the Chaudhary Brothers. N ) )

“A farce was played later on by wearing oxygen mask and a bandage on the arm.” he said about Parvez Flahi
who was injured during the assembly brawl “Our MPA Tahir Jamil was tortured and suffered severe injuries
on his arm,” he added. . . o

“He [Parvez Elahi] wanted to win elections by force,” he Licplomt“(:haudh&y Shujaat is our elder. We
respect him from the core of our heart Yesterday, the honour of Chaudhry Shujaat was also hurt,” he
regretted. INP

T PM Shehbaz writes

| letter to Modi, says peaceful

Pak-India ties imperative for
progress of region

_ "This can be best achieved through meaning-

ful engagement and peaceful resolution of all

outstanding disputes, including the core 1ssue of
Jammu and Kashmir.," PM Shehbaz wrote,

He called on Modi to collectively secure peace

) ~and work for the "progress and grosperil_v of our

premier on his Ecop]c",Modl had congratulated the premier on

is April 11 election as the prime minister and

said India desired Feace and stability in the

region. PM Shehbaz had reciprocated the gesture

Wl (15 = T
. "

e | |
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S |

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Sunday
enned a letter to Indian Prime Minister
arendra Modi, calling on him to resolve the
Jammu and Kashmir dispute in the "interest of
mutpal peace and prosperity” for India and
Pakistan.

Modi had congratulated the pre |
April 11 election as the prime minister and said
India desired peace and stability in the region.
PM Shehbaz had reciprocated the gesture and

Newborn kidnapped
from Karachi hospital,
three arrested

KARACHI: A newborn baby was
kidnapped [rom a private hospital in
Karachi’s Gulberg area on Sunday,
according to police. _

They said a woman told the family
that she was taking the baby boy to an
intensive care unit (ICU) and when
they went to check on the infant, he
was not there. )

On being informed, a police team
reached the hospital and Taunched an
mvestigation into the matter .

Three employees of the medical
facility have been taken into custody
for interrogation. CCTV footaﬁe
shows two women whisking away the

baby.

All the CCTV cameras installed at
the hospital were non-functional, the
police said. INP

Robber killed in

Pishin encounter

_PISHIN: A robber was killed and
his accomplices managed to escape
after exchange of fire with the securi-
ty personnel here. )

he Levies Forces on a tip-off
regarding presence of dacoits conduct-
ed operation Kale Saimzai area of dis-
trict Pishin of Balochistan,

An exchange of fire took place
between the security personnel and
dacoits during which one robber was
killed while IFuis cohorts managed to

escaﬁc. )

The killed robber was involved in
looting the motorists, motorcycle rid-
ers and pedestrians near stream in the
village. INP

Eight gamblers held,
arms, stake money,
gambling tools recovered

PESHAWAR: The police arrested
eight gamblers, recovered arms, thou-
sands of rupees stake money and gam-
bling tools during a crackdown here
on Sunday, .

On a tip-off, Phandu police under
supervision of SHO Rafique Khan
raided a gambling den in Akhunabad
arca of Peshawar. ; ; ;

During raid, the police after minor
resistance arrested eight gamblers
mcluding Muhammad Noor, Malang
Jan, Mukhtiar, Ghulam Syed, Arnhad%
Amjad, Jamil and Sangeen besides
recovering arms, Rs36.000 stake
money ana gambling tools.

The police confiscated the recov-
ered arms, cash and gambling tools,
registered a case against the detainees
and started an investigation. INP

Food Authority
discards 600 Itr substandard
energy drinks

ABBOTTABAD: The Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Food Safety and Halal
Food Authority discarded hundreds of
litres substandard energy drinks,
Juices and |mFoscd hundreds of thoy-
sands rupees tine on shn[%]-;eirers sell-
ing these drinks here on Sunday.

nder the supervision of Assistant
Director Halal Food Authority
Abbottabad, Rukhsar Ali, the Food
Authority team conducted checking
on Kacheri Road and collected sam-
ples of bottle water, juices, pepsi cola,
other drinks and oil. )

The Food authornity seized 600 litres
substandard drinks which were dis-
carded later and impose hundreds of
thousands rupees fine on shopkeepers
selling these detrimental drinks and
Juices INP

Bid to smuggle drugs to
Punjab foiled, accused held

SWABL: The police foiled a bid of
smuggling drugs to Punjab and
arrested an accused here on Sunday.

On a tip-off regarding smuggling
of narcotics to Punjab throug
motorcycle, police team headed by
DSP Topi. Pisham Gul and under
supervision of SHO Sub-Inspector
Ayub Khan started snap checking in
Topi.

During search of a suspected
motorcycle rider, the police recov-
ered Four packs of hashish weighing
4.240 Kilogram, a pistol along wit
bullets and arrested drug pusher
Subhanullah,

The police confiscated the recov-
ered drugs, arms and after register-
ing a case against him started an
investigation. [INP

cerenii]ﬁy at Bethel Memorial

Punjab cabinet to be formed
on April 18: Sources

LAHORE: Punjab cabinet will
be formed on April 18 Tollowing
Hamza Shehbaz’s election as chief
minister  from  the Punjab
Assembly with the support of
votes cast in his favour by
estranged PTI lawmakers in an
unprecedented violent session.

According 1o sources having
knowledge of the process, the
Punjab cabinet will be finalized in
two phases and in the first phase,
allies would be adjusted in the
cabinet,

“In second phase, PML-N will
add its own lawmakers in the cab-
inet.” they said and added the
entire cabinet would comprise of
40 to 45 lawmakers.

Pakistan  Muslim  League-
Nawaz (PML-N) MPA Hamza
Shehbaz was elected Chief
Minister Punjab after Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) and allied
parties boycotted the session after
ruckus which saw police enter the
house.

Hamza Shahbaz got 197 votes
from the house.

The session chaired by Dosl
Mazari was earhier delaved after
some MPAs attacked Dost Mazari

and he called Punjab police, Later,
the brawl between the ruling
alliance MPAs and joint opposi-
tion  lawmakers resulted in
Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi being left
injured.

Hamza Shahbaz was the joint
opposition’s candidate while PTI
and allied parties favoured former
Speaker Pervaiz Elahi for the cov-
eted slot.

The newly elected chief minis-
ter of the Punjab province. Hamza
Shehbaz will take oath of his new
responsibility on Sunday might,
however, Governor Punjab Omar
Sarfraz Cheema would not admin-
ister oath to him Hamza Shahbaz
got 197 votes from the house.

The session chaired by Dost
Mazari was earlier delayved afier
some MPAs attacked Dost Mazari
and he called Punjab police, Later,
the brawl between the ruling
alliance MPAs and joint opposi-
tion lawmakers resulted in
Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi being left
injured Hamza Shahbaz was the
joint opposition’s candidate while
PTl and allied parties favoured
former Speaker Pervaiz Elahi for
the coveted slot.INP

PA secretariat refuses to provide
CCTYV footage to police

LAHORE: Punjab police on
Sunday formed teams to
arrest people involved in the
attack on deputy speaker dur-
ing the proceeding of CM
election Saturday but the
assembly secretariat was not
very forthcoming  as it
refused to provide the CCTV
footage of the incident.

During vyesterday’s pro-
ceedings, the Punjab
Assembly descended into the
worst kind of bedlam during
which many assembly mem-
bers got injured including its
Speaker Ch Pervaiz Elahi.
When Deputy Speaker Sardar
Dost Mazari entered the hall
to conduct the election pro-
ceedings, the PTI MPAs
rushed towards him, punched,
thrashed and dragged him by
hair. Lotas were hurled at
him.

On Saturday police regis-
tered a case against unidenti-

PML-N, PPP

fied people for attacking and
torturing the dequt}f speaker
under sections 324 353, 186
and 427 of the Pakistan Penal
Code on behalf of the state

Today. Punjab  police
formed teams to arrest people
involved in the attack on
Deputy Speaker Mazari.
However, the assembly secre-
tariat has refused to provide
the CCTYV footage of the inci-
dent.

Now the police are trying
to identify the culprits with
the help of videos made on
mobile phones by the assem-
bly members.

On the other hand. the
deputy speaker has formed a
committee that will present
its report on the Punjab
Assembly ruckus within 7
days.It has been learnt that
assembly staff also perpetrat-
ed violence during the may-
hem. INP

yet to reconcile

differences over federal cabinet

ISLAMABAD : The new
coalition set up led by
Pakistan Muslim League-

Nawaz has vet tailed to wron
out differences with regard to
the federal cabinet on Sunday.
Even Pakistan People's
Party (PPP) has been divided
over joining the federal cabi-
net or not, sources said.
According to sources, for-
mer president Asit Ali Zardari
has been against the People’s
Party’s joining the cabinet of

Prime  Mimster Shehbaz
Sharif, However, PPP
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto

Zardari supporting to become
part of federal cabinet,

The PPP and PML-N. two
major parties in the alliance,
have differences over distri-
bution of the constitutional
offices. according Lo sources.

People’s Partv sources said
that the PML-N have rigid
stance over the ministries,

“The PPP wants ministries of

HYDERABAI: STP Chairman Dr Qadir Ma

its choice and constitutional
offices in the new govern-
ment.” party sources said.
The PML-N_ however. avoid-
ing to give the PPP the portfo-
lios 1t wants, sources further
said.

. People’s Party_also wants
its man as the Chairman of
the Senate, but the PML-N
has not vet promised to give
the top office of the upper
house to the coalition partner,
according o sources.

Earlier. their were reports
that the PPP had decided to
become part of the federal
cabinet after talks with the
PML-N

Presently Raja Pervaiz
Ashraf has been elected the
Speaker of the National
Assembly Despite  multiple
meetings between PPP and
PML-N. the new coalition set
up failed to iron out differ-
ences over the formation of
federal cabinet. INP

said Pakistan desired
ties"

In §

well wishes and said

"committed to the maintenance of regional peace

and security"”,

The letter said Pakistan's sacrifices and contri-
bution towards fighting and eliminating terror-
ism were "well known and globally acknowl-

edeed”.

e believe that peaceful and cooperative ties

between Pakistan and

the progress and socioeconomic uplift of our
people and for the region.

Man shot
dead, heirs
hold protest

SWABI:  Unidentified
armed persons gunned
down a man here on
Sunday. Heirs of the
deceased held a demon-
stration against the inci-
dent by blocking road.

According to details,
two unknown culprits rid-
ing a motoreycle sprayed
bullet at a car in Colonel
Sher Khan Kale in Swabi,

As a result of firing,
motorist Ahsanullah, hail-
ing from Ahad Khan area
was killed on the spot and
the assailants sped the
scene,

The body was shifted to
Kalu Khan Hospital for
postmortem.

Later, heirs of the
deceased along with body
held protest demonstra-
tion by blocking Mardan-
Swabi Road near Sheva
Adda. The family of
killed man told police that
haven’t enmity with any-
One.

Police assured the pro-
testors of arresting the
culprits after which they
dispersed peacefully.

Meanwhile, police reg-
istered a case agamnst
umdentified culpnits and
started
investigation.INP

Two wanted
terrorists killed,
arms, hand
grenades recovered
in D.I. Khan IBO

DI KHAN: Two want-
ed terrorists of Tehreek
Taliban Pakistan (TTP),
Gandapur Group were
killed, arms and hand
grenades recovered in
intelligence based oper-
ation (IBO) of law
enforcement agencies
(LEAs) here on Sunday.

On an intelligence tip-
off regarding presence
of terrorists. the police
and LEAs personnel
conducted joint opera-
tion in Gara Guldad area
of tehsil Kulachi in Dera
Ismail Khan,

An_intense exchange
of fire took place
between the security
forces and extremists in
which two wanted ter-
rorists of TTP Gandapur
Group including Khalil
and Ahsan were killed.
LEAs recovered two
Kalashnikovs and two
hand grenades from pos-
session of detainees.

The killed terrorists
were involved in attack
on D8P Kulachi mobile
van, attacks on security
forces and other terrorist
activities INP

si and Qomi Awami Tahreek President

Ayaz Latif Palijo addressing Sindh Qumi conference organized by STP on local hall.

peaceful and cooperative
with India for which a solution to the
Kashmir dispute was "indispensable”, )

unday's letter, a copy of which is available
with Dawn.com. the prime minister reiterated
his gratitude to his Indian counterpart for his

In §

that Pakistan remained well

and said Pakistan desired "peaceful and cooper-
ative ties" with India for which a solution to the
Kashmir dispute was "indispensable”,

unday's letter, a copy of which is available
with Dawn.com, the prime minister reiterated
his gratitude to his Indian counterpart for his
wishes and
"committed to the maintenance of regional peace

said that Pakistan remained

and security”.

edeed"”.

ndia are imperative for

Peof

[SLAMABAD: The Mational
Accountability Bureau (NAB) made high-
est recoveries from businessmen and low-
est from politicians through plea bargain
deals and voluntary payments, it has been
reported on Sunday.

According to the official document, the
NAB recovered Rsl17.16 billion through
plea bargain and Rs7.15 billion under vol-
untary payments, making Rs24 31 billion
the total amount of recoveries from the
businessmen.

Similarly, the NAB recovered Rs4.21
billion through plea bargain and Rs3.96
billion under voluntary payments from
the bureancrats, making Rs8.17 hillion
the amount of total recoveries.

Moreover, the NAB also recovered
Rs420 million through plea bargain and
Rs30 million under voluntary payments,
making Rs470 million total recoveries
from the politicians.

Also, the NAB also recovered a total of

v 15

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad
Police had made special arrange-
ments across the Capital to provide
security cover to the minority com-
munity on the eve of Easter.

In line with directions of the IGP
Islamabad Muhammad Ahsan
Younas, the police officials ensured
high vigilance and effective security
measures to the Christian community
to celebrate their festive event with
religious zest, All the zonal police
officers had held meetings with
church administrations about security
related issues, A h'lgh_ alert was main-
tained around Christian colonies.
churches, graveyards and g}ubllc
places The capital police chief along
with S5 operations visited churches
and various other religious places of
Christian community 1o review the
security arrangements.He assigned
security duties to policemen and
asked for enhancing checking as well
as maintaining complete coordination
with the church
administrations. Muhammad Ahsan
Younas said that proper parking
arrangements shnulcF be made an

LAHORE: Governor Punjab
Umar Sarfraz Cheema visited
Pakistan Muslim League-Quaid

(PML-Q) leader Chaudhry Pervaiz
Elahi at his residence in Lahore on
Sunday According to details, the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insal (PTI)
leader Umar Sarfraz  Cheema
inquired after PML-0) leader’s
health and he also further con-
demned the attack on the latter n
the Punjab Assemblv Saturday.In
the meeting, the Governor Punjab
said that the breach of the sanctity
of the Punjab Assembly is con-
demnable.It merits mention here
that earlier, the leader of the PML-
() Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi sus-
tained injuries during a commotion
in the Punjab Assembly Candidate
for Chief Minister (CM) Chaudhry
Pervaiz Elahi was injured during a
scuffle and altercation in the Punjab
Assembly  session. The PML-Q
leader was provided with medical
aid by the rescue personnel where
he was left with fracture in his arm.

HYDERABAD: STP Chairman br Qadir Magsi and

The letter said Pakistan's sacrifices and contri-
bution towards fighting and eliminating terror-
ism were "well known and globally acknowl-

e believe that peaceful and cooperative ties
between Pakistan an i
the ﬁarugrcs§ and socioeconomic uplift of our
vle and for the region. Web Desk

India are imperative for

NAB makes highest recoveries from
businessmen, lowest from politicians

Rs21.68 billion from others under plea
bargains and voluntary payments. The
National Accountability Bureau (NAB)
made highest recoveries from business-
men and lowest from politicians through
plea bargain deals and voluntary pay-
ments, it has been reported on Sunday.

According to the official document, the
NAB recovered Rsl17.16 billion through
plea bargain and Rs7_15 billion under vol-
untary payments, making Rs24.31 billion
the total amount of recoveries from the
businessmen.

Similarly, the NAB recovered Rsd.21
billion through plea bargain and Rs3.96
billion under volumtary payvments from
the bureaucrats, making Rs8.17 billion
the amount of tofal recoveries.

Moreover, the NAB also recovered
Rs420 million through plea bargain and
Rs30 million under voluntary payments,
making Rs470 million total recoveries
from the politicians. INP
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President A}'az Latif Palijo addressing Sindh Qumi conference organized by
STP on loeal hall.

Capital Police ensure foolproof
security on Easter

high vigilance to be maintained
against suspects Likewise, special
measures were taken for high alent
areas and patrolling had also been
enhanced.It was the prime responsi-
bility of [slamabad police to protect
lives and property of minorities, said
IGP. The church administrations
thanked the Islamabad police for pro-
viding foolproof security to the com-
munity on the eve of Easter.

It may be mention that IGP
Islamabad patrol the city during might
hours for surveillance of %awans
deputed for security. .

e also set another example this
Ramazan for the department to join
the policemen in Iftar daily at various
places 1n the city to encourage
them.Likewise, special measures
were taken for high alert areas and
patrolling had also been enhanced.

It was the prime responsibility of
Islamabad police to protect lives and
property of minorities, said [GP.

e churc administrations
thanked the Islamabad police for pro-
viding foolproof security to the com-
munity on the eve of Easter.INP

Governor Punjab inquires after
Pervaiz Elahi's health

Talking to reporters. Chaudhry
Pervaiz Elahi explained that he was
not feeling good at all and further
itlated that they attempted to kill

im.

This action was taken by Shehbaz
Sharif over a phone call to the
Inspector General (1G) Punjab, he
added. It merits mention here that
earlier, the leader of the PML-Q
Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi sustained
injuries during a commotion in the
Punjab Assembly.

Candidate for Chiel’ Minister
{CM) Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi was
injured dunnlg;; a scuffle and alterca-
tion in the Punjab Assembly ses-
sion,

The PML-0Q leader was provided
with medical aid by the rescue per-
sonnel where he was left with frac-
ture in his arm.

Talking to reporters, Chaudhry
Pervaiz Elahi explained that he was
not feeling good at all and further
stated that they attempted to kill
him.INP




