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PTI's long march to
Islamabad on May
25: Imran Khan

Ban imposed on fire

camping, cooking
activities in all forests

Staff Reporter

QUETTA; Balochistan
rovernment has imposed
ban on all kinds of cook-
ing activities and camp-
ing in all forests of the
rovince in the wake of
sherani forest fire.

The provincial govern-
ment has imposed ban on
such activities in Ziarat
forests, Shaban, Chiltan
Range, Hazarganji,
Karkhasa, Sherani, Zhob,
Musakhail, Kohlu forests,
Barkhan forests, Harbo
Kalat and other forests in
Balochistan

According to a notifi-
cation issued by the
Home and Tribal Affairs
Department, the province

0___f Balochistan

is facing drought hit like
situation and there is a
looming danger of fire
eruption in these forests.

All concerned deputy
commissioners and offi-
cials have been directed
to ensure implementation
of the order of the home
department in this regard,
the notification conclud-
ed.

The government has
made this decision in the
aftermath of roaring
flames of fire in the
Sheram forest m the Koh
e Suleman Range.

The fire has burnt
down ancient olive and
pine trees in the Sherami
forest in an area of more
than 30 kilometres.

Sherani forest: Army
helicopters dropping fire
extinguishing chemicals, water

News Desk

QUETTA: A forest fire in a Pine Forest near Shergali. Dist Sheram
began on 18 May 22 and is continuing till now. the military’s media wing
sard. Balochistan PDMA in coordination with NDMA is steering relie
efforts and org fire ﬂ%htin;_: activity, Army and FC Balochistan are provid-
ing max assistance, HQ) 12 Corps is coordinating closely with PDMA, the
Infer-Services Public Relations (ISPR) said on Saturday evening,

Fire is mostly on mountain tops ( 10000 1t high) away from population
centers but costs to spread due to hot weather, maccessible nature of the
terrain, and dry winds; the nearest village is approx 8 — 10 kilometers away
from the location of the fire.

However, 10 x families residing in isolated houses have been shifted to
Medical relief camp established in Manikhawa by FC Balechistan, the
ISPR mentioned. )

An FC Wing and 2 Army hchcoi'-lcrs along with local administration
and Levies have been employed in fire fighting and relief efforts. 1 heli-
copter is being used to drop water and another is being used to drop fire-
ball and fire extinguishing chemicals on the fire.

400 fireballs, 200 fire suits, blankets, tents, mats, and fire extinguishing
equipment have been provided by NDMA through FC Balochistan. Army
his also transported relief equipment from Lahore to Zhob,
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Interior Minister Rana Sanaullah addresses a press conference in

Bahawalpur.

PTI's long march
to Islamabad on May
25: Imran Khan

PESHAWAR: Pakistan Tehreck-e-Insal (PTI) Chairman and former
prime minister Imran Khan has announced to hold Islamabad long march
on May 25

Imran Khan was addressing an important press conference after chair-
ing the party’s core committee session to finalise the strategy and date of
Islamabad’s long march.Imran Khan said, =1 will meet vou in Islamabad at
Srinagar Highway at 3:00 pm on May 25. | want to scc;:rcoph-: from all
walks of life in the Islamabad long march on May 25."Tabling his
demands, the PTI chairman said, “We are demanding the date of fresh
elections and dissolution of the assembly, We want fair and free elections
in the country. Our style of politics 1s peace and our public gatherings are
attended by people from all walks of life and women. ™ In our politics, this
is the jihad for our real independence. We will take legal action if hurdles
are created for the peaceful long march. [ will wait for you at Srinagar
Highway on May 25.7In his opening remarks, Imran Khan said that the
PTI core commiltee finalised the date of the long march.“A conspiracy
was hatched in the United States (US) against the PTI government for
regime change. The US-sponsored conspiracy was backed by the corrupt
people of our country. The conspiracy had been started eight months ago
and was unearthed in June 2021.7“We had tried our best to foil the regime
change conspiracy but unfortunately, we failed to thwart it. On March 7, a
threat was given to Pakistan and the US knew everything about the next
rulers. " The PT1 chairman said that the country was put on the path of
development and prospenty during his tenure. The PTl-led government
had also faced the tough challenges during the phase of the coronavirus
pandemic and successtully saved the national economy. INP

Landslide kills
a coal miner in
Dukki
Balochistan

Hussain Zarkoon

A landslide has killed a coal
miner in Balochistan’s Dukki dis-
trict on Saturday. Levies sources
said a coal miner was working
deep inside the coal mine when a

i

landslide hit him. The coal miner

identified as Abdul Wajid alias
Badogai was killed inside the
mine.

Coal miners from nearby mines
reached the affected mine and
retrieved the dead body. The dead
body of the hapless coal miner was
shifted to district headquarters hos-
pital Dukki. The mine belonged to
Af_};hamstan._ )

he hospital staff’ handed over
the dead body of the miner after the
completion of necessary official
procedures. .

Such incidents inside coal mines
of Balochistan have become the
order of the day. Thousands of coal
mines have lost their lives while
extracting coal from mines located
in Quetta, Bolan, Dukki, Harnai
and other parts of Balochistan,

Balochistan’s
Rind discusses
no-confidence

move against CM
with JUI-F

QUETTA Bolichistan’s
political stalwart Sardar Yar
Muhammad Rind on Sunday
called on JUI-F's leader and
Federal Minister for Housing
and Communications
Maulana Abdul Waseh to dis-
cuss the already tabled no-
confidence move against

rovince’s Chief Minister

ir Abdul Qudoos Bezinjo.

According to details. Rind
on this occasion said his
struggle for betterment of
Balochistan will continue,
Mir Abdul Qudoos Bezinjo's
time as CM had come to an
end as he had pushed
Pakistan’s largest province
towards turmoil, he added,

Maulana Waseh teld Rind
that his party’s top body was
in consultations on the mat-
ter and decision will be
announced soon.ONLINE

FM Bilawal, Chinese counterpart
discuss industrialisation and CPEC

BELING: Foreign \ & i
Minister Bilawal Bhuito- .

Zardari on Sunday held a
meeting with Chinese State
Councillor and Foreign
Minister Wang Yi in
Guangzhou, after  his
arrival in China on his first
bilateral wvisit at Wang's
invitation.

According to the PPP's
Media Cell, Bilawal was
holding talks with his
counterpart. Mimister of
State for Foreign Affairs
Hina Rabbani Khar was
also present.

ties photo  album.On

Saturday, the foreign min-  Guan,

cooperation in first meeting
y H i

with China “Landed n
hou, China on my

J Pakistan and  China.
r Looking forward to meet-
ing Chinese State
Councilor and Foreig
Minister Wang Yi for -
depth  discussions  on
Pakistan-China relations,”
he tweeted after arriving in
the Southern Chinese city
which is also largest city
and capital of China’s
Guangdong province. The
minister left for the two-
day wvisit to the neighbour-
inlg country on Saturday
which 1s the first in-person
high-level interaction

L

v FM Bilawal, Chinese
counterpart discuss
industrialisation and CPEC
cooperation in first meeting

Pak Army helicopter dropping fire extinguishing chemicals in Sherani forest: Photo provided by ISPR

Sherani forest fire to be
put out soon: Spokesperson
Balochistan Govt

Syed Ali Shah
Ali Khan Mandokhail
Abdul Rehman Musakhail

QUETTA: The spokesperson for
the government of Balochistan,
Farah Azeem Shah expressed the
hope that the Sherani forest fire
would be put out soon as all depart-
ments were making hectic efforts.
Addressing a press conference here
on Sunday, she said the provincial
disaster management authonity, Pak
Army, Frontier Corps, eivil adminis-
tration, and other concerned authorni-
ties were making coordinated efforts
to put out the fire.

he revealed that fire lines —
obstacles 1o stop the spread of fire —
and barriers have been deploved as
well. “We are also thankful 1o the
Islamic Republic of Iran for provid-
ing us a firefighting aircraft on an
emergency basis,” she further
revealed. Iranian government pro-
vides firefighting mrcrafi
. Shah added that it took the author-
ities time to respond to the emer-

gency  because of the lack of
resources and then went on to thank
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif for
his support and immediate action in
thus regard.

It has been now 11 days since roar-
ing flames of fire continued to bum
ancient pine trees and olive trees in
the Sherani forest located in the Koh
¢ Suleman Range. The fire entered
Balochistan from the Mughal Kot
area of Khyber Pukthoonkhwa on
May 13.The fire has now tumed into
a raging inferno forcing the indige-
nous people of the area to migrate to

safer places. Three tribesmen have
already lost their lives while battling
the flames of fire as a tree, which a
caught a fire fell on them the other
day."The fire is bevond our control.”
Cominissioner Zhob said

“This fire is bevond the capacity
of forest guards and levies person-
nel”, Bashir Ahmed Bazai, the
Commissioner Zhob Division told
Cuetta Voice via telephone,

Responding to questions about the
Sherani forest fire, Farah Azeem
Shah, the Spokesperson stated that a
task force was established to
improve coordination and make
focused efforts to put out the fire in
Koh e Suleman Range. “1 am confi-
dent, the fire would be extinguished
soon’, she said “An emergency has
been declared in Zhob and a conirol
room has been established in the for-
est and wildhife departments.” she
stated. “Apart from that, three ambu-
lances, two army helicopters, one
fire truck, one van, one satellite vehi-
cle and 15 workers have been dis-
patched there.

sy oSBRRE,  paKISTAN
Shauil POLIO
oulos ERADICATION
UL LYY PROGRAMME

0 ;../—JJ »Lr’..z’:
A ~:,j/='

The Pakistan embassy in
China shared some pictures
of Wang showing Bilawal a
Pakistan China bilateral

ister sard his visit comcid-
ed with the 7lst anniver-
sary of the establishment of
Pakistan's diplomatic ties

first bilateral wisit. Today
also marks 7lst anniver-
sary of establishment of
diplomatic ties between

between the two countries
since the establishment of
the coaliion government in
April INP
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Editor .\Pi.-i.lll Khan

Delayed response to Sherani

Koh e Suleman forest fire

_ It has been cleven days since the ancient pine trees and olive trees are on
fire in Balochistan’s Sherani district. Disturbing images of forest fire have
rained every sane person on this planet. Three people lost their lives and
our sustained injuries while battling the flames of fire in the ancient forest.

The scale of the destruction was and is massive, Nevertheless, the
Balochistan government and the federal government’s immediate response
was poor. At the gflovcrnmcm level, only the poorly equipped civil adminis-

tration and a few
fi

orest guards w

cre making abortive attempts to put out the

Te.
Officials fail to assess the damages initially when the fire erupted

_ The officials failed to assess the damages and the scale/spread of the fire
mitially. However, gradually, when the fire continued to spread. the provin-

cial and federal

overnments realized the sensitivity of the matter.

Commander 12-Corps Lieutenant General Sarfaraz Ali took serious notice

of the forest fire and directed

the frontier corps personnel deploved in the

area to assist the civil administration, The military also provided helicopters

to put out the fire. Chief Minister Mir Qudd

us Bizenjo and Commander 12-

Corps flew to Zhob and had an aerial view of the destruction caused by the

fire.

Responsibility needs to be fixed

Res

ponsibility needs to be fixed. First of all, there has to be an investiga-

tion that what caused this fire. Forest guards are already deployed in the area

and their core responsibility is to
Provincial Disaster Management

should be investigated.

rotect the ancient forest. Second, the
uthority (PDMA)’s delaved response

The PDMA should go beyond the distribution of flour and rice. Rather, the
authority should be well-equipped with the latest machinery and tramed

manpower to make sure timely responses to such natural

disasters.

Balochistan is prone to all-natural disasters including earthquakes, flash
S overnment should not make PDMA an ATM
machine rather it should tackle such situations in an effective way.
PDMA should go beyond the distribution of flour and rice
The government needs to revamp the PDMA ;
mechanism to give response to such disasters timely. First and foremost, the
security of forests across Balochistan should be tightened and all-out efforts
should be made to protect our natural assets. )
The provincial and federal governments should also announce a special
relief Fackage for the people of Sherani and other affected areas since they
i

floods. drough

WCErIe

i, etc. The

and prepare an effective

nancially dependent on these pine and olive trees for a long time.

Environmental experts on national and international levels should be
engaged to evolve a strategy for the regrowth of the Sherani forest.

Looming threat of climate

change in Pakist

Pakistan is threal-
ened with the chal-
lenges of climate
change. Be it global
standing _or regional
vulnerability. caused
due to climatic threats,
Pakistan is on crossing
the red line, This is so
alarming as much as it
is s0 interesting, Is
there someone looking
after climate change at
the provincial or feder-
al level in Pakistan?
There is none! |

Mimistry of Climate

hange at the federal
level 1s downplayed to
act only as a regulator
and one that has the
technical capacity to
still maneuver only
unto the limitations of
checking the quality of
ambient airs.

Similarly, at all the
provincial Tevels, there

are environmental pro-
tection agencies that
look after the conform-
ity of environmental
regulations in various
sectors contributing to
certain types of pollu-
tions. These provincial
agencies act as regula-
tors and with a stick
they enforce the envi-
ronmental laws which
can_cater for only a
limited version or a
speck of what forms
the big idea of climate
chan%c. At the provin-
cial Tevels like at the
federal level, there is
no aﬁcncy that is tech-
nically Sound. com-
posed” of such profes-
sionals and equipped
with such facilities as
to counter the grand
horror  of  climate
change.

No climate change
data being collected at
the provincial level

As for the data and
stafistics, there is as
much fragmentation
and silos-approach as
much it is in the inter-
covernmental coordi-
nation mechanism. The

uestion is not of the
carth of ampleness of
data however it is how
the data is made mean-
ingful. Not at any
provincial-level one

could ensure that any
climate-oriented  data
is_being collected. The
aforementioned agen-
cies only ensure the
quality "of air by
recording the various
aseous emissions in
¢ ambient airs. The
Pakistan Metrological
Centers throughout the
country pick up con-
ventional weather data
by various means but
is hardly translated
into. making a mean-
ingful statement on
where we stand on cli-
mate change.
As for policies, laws,
rules and regulations.
we are more affluent
than the developed
nations. When it comes
to drafting policigs,
odes are worth writin
to our expertise bu
when given to see
them on the ground
bemg implemented;
only darkened culogies
are. symphonized at
shrieks ad infinitum,
The laws are being
multiplied each day
and have become as
difficult as to remem-
ber the exact number
of laws on one single
sector. ,
The National
Climate Change Policy
2012 remains a docu-

ment of the past being
pushed to  nullity
though it was the vital
document that elevated
the Division of
Climate Change to a
Ministry level yet the
romising implemen-
ation never has come
off until this date.
Though a devolved
subject yet the NCCP
grants the legitimacy
fo the Ministry of
Climate Change to
wreathe  all the
provinces together in
one garland of beauti-
ful working and legal
integration to manage
the national issue of
climate change.
he Climate Change
Act 2017 was another
move fowards climate
consolidation  that
romised to establish
he Pakistan Climate
Change Authority,
Climate Change
Council, and Climate
Change Fund all of
which were last time
seen in 2017 when the
said Act was passed.
The . vision ~ 2030
remains a virgin vision
thus far, )
Ministry of Climate
Change must realize
that it is the organiza-
tion at the federal level
entirely responsible for

an

ir Kakar

catering for climate
change™ affairs. The
integration of such a
central body with the
provinces would be the
next challenge given to,
over politicization of
everything, Chimate 1s
something which
should not be made
political though glob-
ally it is something
which has become an
element of political
decisiveness as in the
Biden-Trump thaw.

MNature and nurture
along with the poten-
tial of Pak-Met office
and reach are to be
integrated and
enhanced fully at the
federal and provincial
levels with the climate
change organizations
so formed above, The
data and statistics
need to be enhanced
and made up to the
mark as bemng interna-
tionally  acceptable
with proper transcrip-
tions an ap{ahcaunns
of data. A lot must be
done to keep the gen-
gralists away from
making any decisions
and calling the shots
and the professionals
are given the entry
who have both the
capacity and the legit-
imacy.

Multivariate Aspects of Climate
Change in Pakistan

Syed Mansoor Ahmed

Climate change
steams unbeatable
challenges in the
future. According to
the World Bank report.
Pakistan stands 6th in
affectee  of climate
chan?e. The awful and
deadg floods of 2010,
and 2011, extremely
dry weather 1n a rainy
area, and fluctuation in
actual climate pattern
is  alarming  and
despamnlg 51gns
among all the dwellers
of the town.

Climate Change and
Agriculture in Pakistan
_ In addition, Pakistan
is a semi-arid counfry.
The focal and depend-
ent source of water is
from the snow-covered
Himalayan and the
Karakorum in  the
Northern Areas. Indus,
Jhelum. Chenab, Ravi.
and the Sutle] rivers
flow through this area
Within the water calcu-
lus, the country’s
entire agriculture 1s
dependant on water
flow from the Indus
river Gilacial flood out-
burst also poses a seri-
ous threat to the coun-
try’s climate in the
Karakorum range. The
sole aim was reaching
and understanding the
possible nodes of
surge-type  glaciers,
which are character-
ized by unsteady
mavements and fre-
quent frontal advances

of glaciers. As result, it
causes natural hazards
bP' obstructing river
channels. forming ice-
dammed lakes, which
will ultimately cause

GLOFs and pose
threats downstream of
the water. After mean-
ingful analysis. it
revealed that a surge
between 1998 and
002 enerated 6
GLOFs.Damages by
Climate Change:
Meanwhile, rigorous
critical exploration of
the Attabad Lake of
Hunza Valley in Gilgit-
Baltistan is the distinc-
tive event to justify the
future threats of cli-
mate change in the
center of freshwater.
The lake flooding dis-
placed more than 6,000
people from upstream
villages and nundated

the Karakorum
Highway Recently,
global warming and
subsequent  climate
change have increased
the constant state of
fear and the risk of
missive outburst flood-
ing in the respective
mountainous region.
The comprehensive
field evidence, local
testimonies by the
natives, modern appli-
cations of remote sens-
ing, and cross-correla-
tion feature-tracking
techniques dprowdes
the improved under-
standing of glacier
surges and ice-dam
formation  disclosed
the  scale  future
threat. Glaciers in
Pakistan:It is also
noted. historically, in
the Karakorum Kange

‘ ':e-—d.a._-,-,sﬂ;é B =

39 glaciers are respon-
sible tfor ice-dam for-
mation. On the other
hand, 36 glaciers build
ice barriers in the run-
ning rivers due to
frontal advance, near
to the densely populat-
ed areas of the
Karakorum region. By
constant observation of
the prevailing and
grnwmﬁ threat of cli-
mate change, it 15 air-
ing the endless future
threat only due to the
GLOFs. For instance.
the Indus River System
(IRS) is the jugular
vein of irrigation in
Pakistan. It 1s provid-
in% water for almost
S90% of the food prod-
uct in Pakistan. The
ice-dam formation due
to the GLOFs will slow
down the water flow-
ing pace downstream.

And could raise a deep
impasse among the
units for water distri-
bution formula. In the
end. it will ultimately
surface the challenge
of food insecurity
Pakistan.

The Karakorum
Range, more impor-
tantly. is the home of
the anticipating One
Belt One Road
[nitiative (OBOR) by
giving with a potential
corridor through the
Karakorum Highway
from Khunjerab to the
seaport at Gawadar n
Balochistan (CPEC) on
the Indian Ocean.
Therefore, the smooth
running of the traffic
on the roads is the
keynote for progres-
sive economic devel-
opment. While the ice
barriers in rivers due to
frontal advance could
inundate the blacktops
of the Karakorum
Highway. The disloca-
tion and dissolution of
roads will give birth to
never-ending chal-
lenges due to the factor
of GLOFs.In the same
run, these lakes and
GLOFs ~ attracted
media, political, and
scientific attention
because of the repeated
outburst of floods. So,
it needs the heart blood
as well as collective
effective efforts to
bring down the scale of
the Tuture threat with-
out causing infinite
miseries.

The neoliberal

akistan 15
soing through a
serious  eco-
nomic CT1515
and neoliberals
assert that the
solution lies in imple-
n_u:nm%gl neoliberal poli-
cies. They believe that
since the market was not
allowed to function prop-
erly, the country contin-
ned facing eéconomic
groblcms. It is their firm
elief that had everythin
been lefl at the mercy o
the market, things would
have been much betier
and the economy would
have been functioning in
an excellent way.
This 15 not only the

mantra of Pakistani
neoliberals; pro-market
economusts all over the
world come up with the

same recipe whenever an
economic crisis hits any
country. The solution first
emerged  durin the
decade of the 1970s and
was popularized by for-
mer British prime minis-
ter Margaret Thatcher and
American president
Ronald Reagan. The two
heads of the govermments
were ardent supporters of
this market-oriented cure
that turned oul to be a
recipe for disaster for
many countries, especial-
Iy those in the western
hemisphere where ruth-
less market reforms were
carried out, pushing mil-
lions of people below the
poverty line

According to Dawisson
Belem Lopes, a professor
of mternational and com-
arative politics, "In the
ate 1980s and early
1990, Brazil (under
Fernando Collor de
Mello), Argentina (under
Carlos Menem), Mexico
(under Carlos Salinas),

mantra

Venezuela (under Carlos
Perez), and Peru {under
Alberto Fujimor) were
all being governed by
right-wing presidents who

adopted the so-called
"Washington Consensus’ —
a neoliberal  formula

coined by the World Bank
and seen by enthusiasts as
a ticket to glory —as if it
were the wave of the
future. However, the
results of Washington
Consensus  policies in
Latin America were trag-
ic: GDP stalled. social
policies shrank, income
concentration and poverty
rose, unemployment and
labour  precariousness
surﬁcd violence skyrock-
eted. _in some of these
couniries, not even infla-
tion was tamed."”

Despite following some
of the most liberal eco-
nomic policies in  the
world, the region still
houses more than 86 mil-
lion poor people. In 2020,
the prevalence of hungﬁr
in Latin America and the
Caribbean (LAC) reached
9.1 percent, the highest in
the last 15  vears,
According to Unicef and
WHO, "Some 3 in 10 peo-
FI& worldwide, or 2.1 hil-
ion, lack access to safe,
read’i]y available water at
home, and 6 in 10, or 4.5
billion, lack safely man-
aged sanitation.” Millions
of such people live in the
western _hemisphere as
well. which was a haven
for Western companies
and multinational corpo-
rations during the decades
of 19805 and 1920s, So, it
is clear that these market-
oriented reforms did not
benefit people at all; they
might have ennched
Western capitalists and
their local collaborators in
the region though,

It was this ruthlessness
of market-oriented poli-
cies that created unrest in
several  parts  of the
Western hemisphere
bringing several left-lean-
ing politicians into power.
Some of these politicians
tried to extend help and
succour_to their people
but unfortunately these
left-wing leaders could
not succeed. Crippling
Western sanctions are sai
to be one of the factors
leading to their failures.
Unfortunately, the leaders
of this Spanish and
Portuguese speaking belt
are once again lurning
towards a market-oriente
solution that is going 1o be
as disastrous as it furned
oul to be in the past.

Pakistan also witnessed
the structural adjustment
programme during the
decade of the 1980s. I
was introduced on the
pretext that it would
attract foreign invest-
ments, industrialize the
country, create wealth and
eliminate poverty, But
despite selling out more
than 167 stale-run enti-
ties, the country still
houses millions oﬂoblcss
youths who have no hope
of a better future. More
than 60 million people are
living below the poverty
line while the majority of
the people do not have
access to clean drinking
water. Millions of people
are forced to live in semi-
hyman conditions.
Literacy instead of rising
has déclined over the
years while economic
growth Is not as impres-
sive as it was expected at
the time of the mtroduc-
tion of these market-ori-
ented reforms Millions of
workers have been ren-
dered jobless.

The ethereal beauty of
the Kashmir valley is
being assaulted by the
ugliness of Indian depre-
dations on human rights
and international  law
fronts in the disputed ter-
ritory.

The disputed status of
[IOJK is a fact established
bf 18 United Nations res-
olutions. The statement of
the Russell Tribunal men-
tions the Kashmir issue as
the worst exemplar of set-
tler colonialism, genocide
and  erimes  against
humanity. The tribunal
has-based its opinion after
hearing evidence from
two genocide alerts given
by Genocide Watch. The
only big difference this
time is the obliteration of
Kashmiris’ identity
through an insidiously
choreographed annexation

campatgn

Iﬁf denial of human
and political rights has
been combined in a per-
fect storm of identity
denial through killings,
torture, rape and gerry-
mandering of political
constituencies to impose a
puppet chief mimister who
can sanctify the gross vio-
lation of human rights and
international law by doing
the bidding of the Indian
government.

The US Commission on
International  Religious
Freedoms (USCIRF) has
in its recently unveiled
report in April 2022 rec-
ommended that India be
listed as “Country of
Particular Concern,”
USCIRF is an independ-
ent bipartisan us
Congress mandated entity

created under
International  Religious
Freedom  Act 1998

(IRFA). The report has put

Godse’s India

India on the list of con-
cern for the third year run-
ning, highlighting egre-
gious violation of reli-
%_ilous rights and freedoms
through  discriminatory
laws such as
Amendment Act,

The demial of religious
freedoms and visceral
hatred for minorities is in
line with the extremist

uritanical ideology of

indutva that aims at san-
itizing India of all non-
Hindu faiths to pave the
way for a Hindu Rashtra
Eliminating all vestiges of
plurabsm and religious
diversity is aimed at reli-
gio-culfural homogeniza-
fion of India that has
ﬁwcn rise to a spate of
uman rights violations
spanning a wide gamut of
crimes ncluding crime
against humanity, geno-
cide and ethnic cleansing
especially in Occupie
Kashmir, northeastern
states, Rajasthan, Gujrat,
UP and Maharashtra,

The apotheosis of this
ethno-religions xenopho-
bia has been witnessed in
Kashmir whose illegal
annexation 1n  August
2019 has set in motion a
cascading sequence of
encroachments aimed at
erasure  of  Kashmiris’
identity. This is being
achieved through a sys-
tematic campaign of alter-
ation of demography and

Citizen

centuries-old land owner-
shi]p e,

ndian lllegally
Occupied Jammu and

Kashmir (110JK ) has been
without a representative
government since 2018
and is being ruled directly
by New Delln through
Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Slnha. The latest
attempt at artificially lim-

iting the Kashmin pres-
ence in the legislature is
the announcement of new
delimitation of electoral
constituencies in Jammu
and Kashmir The Modi
government’s delimitation
commission has increased
the number of assembly
seats in Hindu dominated
Jammu from 37 to 43
while addinlg only one
seat. to Muslim majority
Kashmir Valley’s existing
tally of 46, The addition
of six seats in Jammu
compared to only one in
Kashmir gives a clear
advantage of five seats to
Hindu community. The
biased commission has
also awarded two reserve
seals to Kashmiri
migrants who are predom-
inantly Hindus and in the
gnp  of  government-
inspired vitriolic propa-
randa against Kashmiri

uslims  through hate
spewing films such as
Kashimir Files. According
to Mehbooba Mufii of the
PDP, a relatively moder-
ate political leader, the
gerrymandering  of  the
electoral constituencies is
a blatant attempt at disem-
powering  the  Muslim
community before even
one vote 1s polled in the
elections, In 2002,
Occupied Kashmir’s gov-
ernment and India had
amended their constitu-
tion deferning the delimi-
tation of constituencies till
2026, A new census super-
seding the census of
2011was planned to be
held in 2021 whose results
were to be the basis of
new electoral dehmitation
in 2026.Instead of abiding
by that commitment, the
BIP government encour-
aged by the revocation of
Article 370 and 35 A in

August 2019 has taken the
ultimate step towards for-
malization of annexation
through illegal delimita-
tion of constituencies
based on existing popula-
tion. According to inde-
pendent analysts, one per-
son in Jammu is now
equivalent to 1.3 persons
in Kashmir due to itiqui-
tous electoral delimitation
that badly discriminates
between 56 per cent of

vallev-dwelling
Kashmins and 44 per cent
lammu  dwellers. The

clever majority altering
artifice 1s cjlearl" aimed at
bringing the BJP (o power
in HOJK through rigged
elections to legalize the
illegal annexation of the
disputed region to the
Indian Union.
A dispassionate analy-
sis of the new delimitation
of constituencies shows
that by carving out one
constituency for 1.25082
people in Jammu as
opposed to 1,46,563 in
ashmir Valley 1,009 621
eople have been disen-
ranchised in Occupied
Kashmir Manipulation of
constituencies has been a
long-standing ambition of
the BJP government as it
has often raised the bogey
of under-representation of
the Jammu region. The
party had won 25 seats in
the 2014 assembly polls
and was made part of the
sovernment for the first
time in Occupied
Kashmir’s history. Having
tasted blood 1 2014, 1t
now aims to capture the
chief minister’'s  slot
through an artificially
altered political geogra-
phy of the region. The
delimitation has come in
for scathing criticism in
HNOJK  with  Faroog

By Raashid Wali Janjua

Abdullah, the president of
National onference.
terming the exercise ille-
gal while the Gupkar
Alliance challenges the
constitutionality of the
Delimitation Commission
in the Supreme Court of
India,

The delimitation exer-
cise itself is a product of a
bigger depredation — the
infamous  Jammu and
Kashmir Reorganization
Act 2019, that illegally
sought fo  assimilate
[OJK in Indian Union.
Under the act, the ITOJK
assembly would have 90
seats excluding the 24
sedats teserved for areas
across the Line of Confrol.
The original sin of resiling
from UN-mandate

lebiscite commitments
1as been revisiting the
hapless denizens of the
disputed region with
metronomic  regularity.
First it was a wnggling
out of plebiscite commit-
ment on spurious grounds
of troops” presence, then it
was a mirage ofatlltnnomg
enshrined in Article 37
of the Indian constitution,
and later stripping of that
autonomy through revoca-
tion of the same article in
2019.The Indian depreda-
tions in HOJK have even
compelled pro-India lead-
ers like Farooq Abdullah
to comment that present
India is more Godse’s
India than Gandhi’s India,
driving Kashmiris
towards an armed upris-
ing. Indian human nghts
violations are rapidly
attaining  the hues of
crimes against hwmanity
and genocide which now
needs an  international
intervention sooner than
later to avert another
WWII type holocaust.

Hungry for profits

he prob-
I lem  with
our S0

called ‘free
market’ is

that it’s not free for vou
and me. It's largely
controlled by monopo-
lies. which are free to
inflate  prices  just
because they can. with-
out worrying that con-
sumers will be able to
flee to cheaper sellers.
In turn, this market
punch lets the noncom-
petitive gougers glee-
fully extract unwar-
ranted monopoly prof-
its. It’s a phenomenon
that corporatists
euphemistically label
‘pricing power’. This
economy-wide milking
of consumers by tightly
consolidated industries
is the unbridled force
propelling today’s
surging price hikes.
Brand-name corpora-
tions claim they are
being forced to mark
up price tags just to
cover rising costs for
raw materials, labor,
transportation, etc. But
in a competitive mar-
ketplace, they’d have
to eat much of those
increases by taking a
bit less in profits. The
giants have been stock-
piling record profits for
years. so they could
easily weather a
downtick. Instead,
they're raising prices
not simply to maintain
exorbitant profits, but
o squeeze even greater
profits from hard-hit
consumers. It's a game

of corporate greed that
socks America’s econ-
omy: Monopolies cyni-
cally exploit the pub-
lic’s worry about infla-
tion to create more
inflation.

Consider diapers. a
necessity  for many
families. As corporate
watchdog Judd Legum
reported. the huge con-
sumer product seller
Procter & Gamble Co
announced a year ago
that Covid-19-driven
production costs were
forcing it to raise the
price for its Pampers
brand. At the time. it
had just posted a quar-
terly profit of $3.8 bil-
lion, so P&G could
easily have absorbed a
temporary rise in its
costs. But instead of
holding the price to
ease their customers’
economic  pam. the
conglomerate used a
global health crisis to
justify upping diaper
prices. Six  months
later, P&G’s quarterly
profit topped %5 bil-
lion. And — in that same
quarter — P&G spent §3
billion to buy back
shares of its own stock
— a Wall Street manipu-
lation that artificially
bloats the wealth of top
execs and other big
sharchelders. In sum,
P&G used the excuse
of inflation to inflate
the price of diapers,
then used the exira
money it extracted
from families to inflate
the value of its stock in
a ploy to further enrich

By Jim Hightower

its biggest sharchold-
ers. And why wouldn’t
5AVVY consumers
switch from Pampers
to Huggies. the brand
sold by Kimberly-
Clark. P&G’s main
‘competitor’™? Because
co-monopolist
Kimberly-Clark
goosed up its prices at
the same time. And —
get this — the two com-
panies control 80 per-
cent of the global dis-
posable diaper market.

Welcome to the
monopoly  merry-go-
round.

Almost all CEOs of
big corporations are
playing this tricky
inflation blame game.
Publicly. they moan
that the pandemic is
slamming their poor
corporation with facto-
ry shutdowns, supply
chain delays. labor
shortages. wage hikes
and other increased
costs. But wait — inside
their boardrooms,
executives are high-
fiving each other and
pocketing  bonuses.
What's going on?

It turns out that infla-
tion is a boon for
monopolies, for it gives
them cover to flash
their pricing power.
The trick is that these
giants are in noncom-
petitive markets oper-
ating as monopolies, so
they can set higher
prices, mug vou and
me, and scamper away
with a record-busting
share of America’s
total economic output.
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ECP establishes
‘Display Centers’
across country to publish
unofficial voters’ lists

ISLAMABAD : The
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) has estab-
lished its  “Display
Centers” across the coun-
try to publish unofficial
electoral lists for the
coming general elections.

According to ECP’s
spokesperson, citizens
can approach their rela-
tive forums for their
vote’s entry, rectification
of their documents, or
any other queries. )

The Spokesperson said
20139 display centers are

being established at edu-
cational stitutions and
overnment  buildings.
unjab has 12037, Sindh
3609, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa 3040,
while 1473 display cen-
ters are established in
Balochistan. These cen-
ters will remain function-
al between May 21 to
.1uq% 19. . .

1e spokesperson sai
ECP alsmelegged videos
to aware masses regard-
ing the electoral process.
He said in case if any eli-

rible person’s vote is not
hsted by the ECP, they
may ensure their vote as
per their permanent or
temporarty
address. According  to
ECP’s spokesperson, citi-
zens can approach their
relative forums for their
vote’s entry, rectification
of their documents. or
any mhé:r ueries. "
e Spokesperson sai
20139 dmllayr:'enters are
being established at edu-
cational institutions and
government. [INP

Crucial Punjab
Assembly session
postponed till June 6

LAHORE: The much-
anticipated Punjab
Assembly session sched-
uled for today by Pervaiz
Elahi has been postponed
till June 6. The session
was adjourned within six
minutes of it starting alter
a delay of two hours on
Sunday.

MPAs reached the PA
1o attend the meeting pre-
viously scheduled 1o
begin~  at 2:30pm.

owever, the session
couldn't be started on
time as the lawmakers
were stopped from enter-
m%lhc premises.

 Security had been
tightened” around the
Assembly  amid rising
olitical  tensions in

ahore on Sunday mom-
ing, PA Speaker Pervaiz
Elahi called the session
today, while cancelling
the previous date of the
assembly session sched-
uled for May 30.

. The political situation
intensified Sunday morn-
g with the arrest of PA
Director General for
Parliamentary Affairs Rai

Mumraz  afler  the
announcement of an
emergency session. The

police was directed to
stay on high alert and a
heavy police force was
deputed in the surround-
ings of the provincial
assembly.

Police also barricaded
different  spots  on
Lahore's Mall Road,

including the routes lead-

ing from CM House and
Arwan-e-lgbal 1o the PA.

Earlier, the administra-
tion had closed the doors
of the PA, while barbed
wires were placed in from
of the assembly building.
Punjab Assembly sta
said that even they are not
allowed to enter the
Assembly building.

Due 1o sirict arrange-
ments, even the security
team of Punjab Chief
Minister Hamza Shahbaz
wasn't allowed to enter
the assembly. Meanwhile,
PML-N decided to send
only 15 te 20 MPAs
inside the PA in the first
phase as soon as the gates
open.

Sources said that the
allied parties’ members
would take media repre-
sentatives  inside  the
building due to reports of
presence of unauthorised
idividuals in the assem-
bly.

Earlier. the securify
team of Punjab Chief
Mimster Hamza Shehbaz
was barred from entering
the House. Meanwhile,
PML-N leader Ata Tarar
said that MPAs and media
were not allowed to enter
the provincial assembly,

lE;;aaul-c(:'r Pervaiz Elahi
has brought goons from
Gujrat.,”  he claimed,
adding that “some peo-
F]e" were brought to the

louse yesterday m;éhl. .
“You [Pervaiz Elahi]

are disrespecting  the
House.” [ﬁe I'}-‘MJ_-N

leader added. He said
they would enter the
assembly accompanied
by media persons.

He mamtained that
they have submitted a no-
confidence motion
against the speaker as per
the Constitution and
vowed to challenge the
speaker’s “illegal
actions” in court,

Respcmd[ﬁ% 10 a ques-
tion, the PML-N leader
said that the ECP has not
de-notified the 25 defiant
lawmakers of the House
so far,

The PA session was
due to begin at 12:30pm
with the no-confidence
motion against the speak-
er and deputy speaker on
the agenda. However,
session couldn't be started
as yer,

PTI and PML-Q sub-

mitted  the  no-trust
maotion agamst PA
Deputy  Speaker Dost
Muhamma Mazari

while PML-N submitted

the motion_against PA
Speaker Elahi under
Article 127 . of the

Constitution of Pakistan

A very noisy PA ses-
sion 15 expected as the
temperature is high on
both sides Punjab police
arrested ngah Assembly
Director eneral for
Parliamentary AfTairs Rai
Mumtaz in the wee hours
of Sunday after a PA ses-
sion  was  summoned
ahead of the scheduled
date. INP

HYDERABAD:SP city Anil Hyder addressing a press conference about
the arrest of an inter provincial robbers gang and recovered 6 million
cash and other items at Police Headquarter.

Looming political, economic
unrest major reason of rupee
fall beyond 200: PIAF

ISLAMABAD; The
Pakistan Industrial and
Traders Association Front
(PIAF) has warned the
government of incessant
surge in  trade deficit.
keeping the local currency
under pressure, which has
continued its depreciating
trend against the US dol-
lar, diving past the 200 per
dollar mark.

This was in part down to
lack of clarty on the
International  Monetary
Fund (IMF) front and
looming political and eco-
nomic uncertainty and is a
new all-time low for the
CUTTENCY.

Senior Vice Chairman
of PIAF. Nasir Hameed
and Vice Chairman Javed
Siddiqi urged the govern-
ment to control volatility
of mupee against the US
dollar. which is not possi-
ble without keeping a
check on soaring trade
deficit, putting the indus-
trial revival and economic
arowth at risk.

MNasir Hameed stated
that the rupee fell as low
as 201 per dollar in intra-

day trading but market
anticipation of positive
news related to resumptian
of the IMF programme
helped it recover margin-
ally. Talks between the
global lender and Pakistan
are underway to revive a
56 billion bailout pro-
gramme, which is expect-
ed to provide a cushion to
the dwindling economy
and falling rupee. But the
foreign exchange market
appeared to brush off this
update as well as strong
current account data for
the month of April 2022,
and the downtrend in the
local currency persisted.
The local currency has
been falling since April 30
as panic over depleting
foreign exchange reserves,
suspension of the IMF
programme and continua-
tion of fuel subsidy eroded
markel confidence. The
foreign exchange reserves
held by the State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP) decreased
by %145 million between
May 6 to May 13 to stand
at $10.16 billion, with the
level stayving at less than

1.5 months of
COVET,

He said that the sole rea-
son behind the current
rupee fall was economic
and political uncertainty,
“If the rupee is still on a
decline despite a robust
current account number.
then it is only due to turbu-
lence in the economy,” he
said, “There 15 a lot of con-
fusion and this is expected
to affect the IMF talks.”
But he was of the opinion
that receding foreign
exchange reserves were
having little to no impact
on  the rupee’s value
because they have been on
a downtrend for a long
time and the decline was
flattening now. In the open
market, the PKR lost 50
paisas for buying while
remaining unchanged for
selling against USD. clos-
ing at 19950 and 201,
respectively. Against Euro,
the rupee lost 1.50 rupees
for both buying and sell-
ing, closing at 210 and
212, respectively.Javed
Siddigqi was of the view
that State Bank INP
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister of Information & Broadcasting Marrivum
Aurangzeb along with Mishal Malik Chairperson at Peace and Culture organi-
zation and wife of Kashmiri separatist leader Yasin Malik at P1D office.
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ECP sets up 2015 display centres
for verification of voter lists

ISLAMABAD: The Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
has set up 20,159 display centres
across the country for the publi-
cation of preliminary electoral
rolls for the general €lections,

As many as 2,037 display
centres have been established in
Punjab, 3.609 in Sindh, 3,040 in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and 1,473
in Balochistan,

The display centres would
remain open from May 21 to
June 19, 2022,

Pertinent to note that the dis-
play centres have been set up in
districts in government build-
ings. especially government-run
educational mstitutions.

If an eligible person’s vote
was not registered, he can regis-
ter his vote according to the per-
manent or temporary address of
the Computerised National
Identity Cards

The name of irrelevant person
or deceased person could be
removed from preliminary voter
lists, besides address written in
CNIC could also be corrected in
voter lists.

Government emplovees and
their families can register and
transfer their votes to a tempo-
rﬂrly address.

n addition to display centers,
the forms were available with
offices of District  Election
Commissiongrs, Assistant
Registration Officers and on the
Election Commission s wehsite
al www.ecp.gov.pk. _

f anyone wanted to raise an
objection over inclusion or
exclusion of a name then he or
she would have to submit an
application through form-16 of
the ECP. .

For correction of address as
per CNIC, the voters would have

to  submit the application
through form-17 avﬂilaﬁle at the
display cenire. The name of
irrelevant person or deceased
person could be removed from
preliminary voter lists, besides
address written in CNIC could
also be corrected in voter lists,

Government employees and
their families can register and
transfer their votes to a tempo-
rary address. _

In addinon to display centers,
the forms were available with
offices of District Election
Commissioners, Assistant
Registration OfTicers and on the
Election Comnussion s website
at www.ecp.gov.pk. _

If anyone wanted to raise an
objection over nclusion or
exclusion of a name then he or
she would have to submit an
ag)p]watlon through form-16 of
the ECPINP

First-ever Pashto song on
Pak-China friendship released

ISLAMABALD: First-ever
Pashto song on Pak-China
friendship has been released on
the occasion of 71st anniversary
of diplomatic relations between
the two countries. Gwadar Pro
reported on Sunday.

e people of Peshawar and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa have sem
a friendship message in the form
of the song to their Chinese
brothers and sisters.

The song was prepared in
Pashto language by China
Window, a Chinese cultural
Center based in Peshawar, in
collaboration with the provincial
Department  of  Youth, KP
Culture and Tourism Authority.

A colorful snn%—Jaunchmg
ceremony was held at China
Window., Famous singer of the
subcontinent Khayal
Muhammad inaugurated the

song. A large number 0{"peop1e
from different walks of life were
p!’E.S-i;ﬁl'ﬂ Q11 !]'Ii:! DCCAsSION

The song was written by
Hashmat Javed, a renowned
oet of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
sohar Jan composed the music
while eminent director Ahmad
Nawaz acted as the director.

Famous Pakistani  singers
Sitara Younis and Sajjad Khan
have sung it with prominent
Chinese singers Shao Feng and
Lan Yuliang.

egendary  singer  Khayal

Mohaminad, whe has sung more
than 30,000 songs in many lan-
suaTes ‘,’?inclu&in s Urdu and
ashto, officially Taunched the
song on the occasion of the 71st

Anmversary  of  Pak-China
Friendship. :
Khayval Muhammad while

talking to the media said the

Street criminals
caught red-handed by
citizens in Karachi

KARACHL: Karachi citizens have caught two armed
street criminals in Gulshan-e-Igbal and subjected them
to torture before handing them over to police, police

said on Sunday.

Two armed street criminals equipped with a pistol
were looting citizens in the Gulshan-e-Igbal area of
Karachi. The locals resisted the robbery on the scene
and managed to catch both the street criminals,

The criminals were identified as Danish and
Kamran. The cnimmals were beaten up by the citizens
and later taken into custody by the patrolling paolice.

F

Twao pistols, four cellphones and ash were also | § i

recovered from the custody of the arrested street erim-

nals.

Farlier this year, the police arrested three street crim-
mals after an alleged encounter i Karachi,

The alleged police encounter took place in Surjani
Lyari Sector 51 in the city’s Central district. The police
after the shootout managed to arrest three robbers in
injured condition, while two of their accomplices man-
aged to flee the scene by taking advantage of darkness

The police recovered cash, Snatched mobile phones
and three pistols from the ﬁtgsessmn of the arrested

outlaws, the SSP [Fast said.[

All

SHERANI:Members
Authority PDMA inspection area of forest that is located in
Balochistan’s Sherani district.

APBF gears up consultations for
budget proposals for 2022-23

ISLAMABAL:
Pakistan
Forum (APBF) has start-

message of love and affection
sent from Peshawar to the peo-
ple of China in the form of a his-
tory-making Pashto song can be
used to pauge the importance of
frlendsml:r between the people of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, .

He said that the Pak-China
friendship is deeper than the sea
and higher than the Himalayas
and will be further strengthened
in the future. Poet Hashmat
Javed said that he has wntten
hundreds of songs but it is no
less an honor for him to write
this song regarding Pak-China
friendship.He said that this song
in Pashto and Chinese language
i1s the voice of hearts of all
Pakistanis, China Window
Administrator  Amjad  Aziz
Malik said that since the estab-
lishment of China Window, they
have been trying. INP
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Business  hitches faced by

the government of several

over the world the private

PM felicitates
Anthony Albanese

on becoming
Australia PM

ISLAMABAD : Pnime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif on Sunday felici-
tated Anthony Albanese on his
election as the next Prime Minister
of  Australia Prime  Minister
Shehbaz Shanl on Sunday felici-
tated Anthony Albanese on his
election as the next Prime Minister
of Australia. )

In his tweet, Prime Minister
Shehbaz said the victory of
Auwstralian Labor party represents
the trust reposed in your Icadcrs}n[];
by the Australian people. He said
look forward to working with yvou
to further strengthen Pakistan-
Awustralia friendship. ONLINE

Quaidabad: road
accident Kkills
minors, ladies

KARACHI : Two minors and
three women have died as a speedy
truck crushed rickshaws on
Sunday at Sixer raod Quaidabad
Karachi, Online has learnt.

Many were mjured during this
deadly collision. .

According to details family was
iﬁYUl"f_-f home on two nckshaws as
they were coming back after
attending a marriage  ceremony
and a speedy truck trampled their
rickshaws,

Kalsoom, tasleem Khatoon, and
lgra Batool got died along with a
minor girl Laraib and kid Ahsen.

Rescue teams shifted all dead
bodies and injured to DHQ
Johirabad . .

L.ocal police 1s taking necessary
action on the accident. Online

PM, Ameer of
Jamiat Ahle
Hadees discuss
current political
situation

ISLAMABAD: Ameer of
Jamiat Ahle Hadees, Senator
Prof. Sajid Meer along with
Senator Hafiz Abdul Kareem on
Sunday called on Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, state media
reported.

According to a report by state
media, detailed discussion on
current political scenario of
country was held during the
meeting.

Both the wvisiting dignitaries
praised Prime Minister for
including public welfare meas-
ures into current government's
priorities, Radio Pakistan report-
ed. They also hailed govern-
ment's steps to keep the prices of
daily use items within common
man's reach. ONLINE
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Disaster Management

investment (FDI),
it. All increasing the share of
direct taxes in revenue

Teenage girl
abducted from Lahore
by armed motorists

LAHORE: In a shocking incident, a 17-year-old girl
was abducted by motorisis as she was going for mairic
exams along with her brother in the Shad Bagh area of

Lahore,qullce said Sunday. ) .
footage of the incident showing the girl trav-

GET

elling along with her brother on a motorbike when a

vehicle intercepts them.

The CCTV video shows four armed men disembark-
ing from the four-wheeler, with one of them forcefully
dragging the girl into their vehicle while the others

s]a_F]ping her brother.
1

reporte

e J)o] ice while confirming the entire episode
Iv said that they have registered a case against

the incident and started a search for the girl.

Incidents of girls getting abducted have been report-
ed previously and in one such incident, two schoolgirls
were allegedly kidnapped from Ichhra area.

According to the family, the two girls identified as

11-year-old Ayesha and 12-year-ol

Fatima Gulzar

went to school today, however. they did not return
liome, “One of them studies in grade five and the other
in grade six at a school in Ichhra area.” the family said.

olice received a formal missing complaint from the
narents and said that they would investigate the case

rom all angles INP

Punjab police arrest six men, including 'mastermind’

GUIRAT: The Gujrat
police on Sunday said
that it has arrested six
men allegedly involved
in the murders of two
Spanish sisters who were
shot dead in a village in
Guyrat district for report-
edly failing to take their
husbands to Spain

"The police have
arrested the six people,
including the master-
mmd{,‘ in the tragic inci-
dent,” the Pmua% police
tweeted. o

"According (o prelimi-
nary investigation, the
sisters were against their
forced marriages and
were allegedly killed by
their brother and uncle.”
it said, adding that the
district police officer of

Gujrat had been assigned
the task ot arresting the
perpetrators  after  the
inspector-general of
Punjab tock notice of the
incident. )

n  Frday. Arooj
Abbas and Aneesa Abbas,
aged between 21 and 23
were found killed n their
house, They were severe-
ly tortured before being
.ull’mt dead.

The girls were married
to their cousins  in
Pakistan more than a year
azo but they were unable
to get their respective
husbands visas to settle
with them in Spain.

Their in-laws suspect-
ed that they had inten-
tionally delayed the pro-
cedure for their hus-

bands” wvisas, the police
sald. According to the
police, the sisters' bodies
were shifted to the hospi-
tal for autopsy, whereas a
team of forensic experts
collected forensic evi-
dence from the crime
scene

On Saturday, the police
registered a case against
seven  nominated  sus-
sects,  namely  Raja
laneef alias Goga, the
paternal uncle of the
wommen, who was also the
father-m-=law of Anecesa,
her mother-in-law
Farzana Haneef, her hus-
band Atig, Aroo)’s hus-
band Hassan, her father-
in-law Aurangzaib, the
brother of the deceased
Shehryar, Qasid Haneef

over alleged murders of Spanish sisters

and two unidentified sus-
pects, under various sec-
tions.

The fire information
report (FIR) was lodged
on the report of ASI
Madeem of Gulliana
pohice after the mother of
the deceased sisters
declined to become the
complainant in murder
case of her daughters,

Police sources told that
District Police Officer
Ataur  Rehman  had
directed the police 1o
become a complainant
instead of lodging the
case on report of a family
member of the girls to
avoid pardon or reconcil-
iation.

Meanwhile, an official
of Guyrat police, privy fo

the investigation, said
that the mitral investiga-
tion had revealed that the
deceased women were
demanding divorce from

their cousins as they
reportedly wanted to
MATTY wit two

Pakistamis belonging to
Mandi Bahauddin district
who were settled in
Spain. However, the fam-
ily did not allow them to
do so and brought them to

Pakistan where their

nikah was registered

about a year ago,
spokesman  for

Gujrat Police said the
autopsy and forensic
reports would ascertain
whether the women were
killed through asphyxia-
tion or by the bu]]le'ts as

ed consultations for the
final preparation of the
Federal Bpudget proposals
for 2022-23.

The announcement was
made during a meeting
held here on Sunday to
finalize the proposals for
the upcoming budget.
The meeting was attend-
ed by APBF President
Sved” Maaz Mahmood,
APBF Chairman Ibrahim
Qureshi, Executive
Committee  members.
besides various represen-
tatives of a number of
trade and industry lead-
ers.

_Speaking on the occa-
sion, Syed Maaz
Mahmood ‘said that the
APBF has evolved two-
promged slralclg_}' o pre-
pare proposals for the
upcoming budget. On the
first leg, all the Executive
Committee members
have been asked to sub-
mit sector-specific details
about the problems being
faced by their respective
businesses, while second-
ly, a meeting of all the
trade and industry associ-
ations has also been con-
vened to get their final
suggestions about the
upcoming budget. After
finalizing these propos-
als, the APBF would sub-
mit them to the Finance
Ministry so that these
proposals could be incor-

orated in the upcoming

udget document, he

said

The APBF Presidemt
informed the meeting that
efforts are being made to
give the government a set
of suggestions that would
help tum the upcoming
budget business-friendly
in true sense of the word.
He said business commu-
nity understood that the
government was utilizing
its abilities to overcome
the economic challenges
but, at the same, the pri-
vate sector considered

itself” duty-bound to tell

sector plays a leading role
as tar as economic policy
framework 15 concerned;
therefore, APBF has also
been plaving its role to
bring the country out of
the  econmomic  mire
through  well-tailored
budget proposals.

A#’BF Chairman
Ibrahim CQureshi
observed that the govern-
ment and the private sec-
tor should be on the same
page on minor and major
economic issues so that
they could be resolved
amicably and without any
further delay. he said. The
budget proposals will
cover recommendations,
including proposals to
mcenfivize investors,
broaden the tax net
through documentation of
economy, simplify tax
system and reorganize the

BR and many industry-
specific proposals.
Promoting foreign direct

and lowering the slab of
indirect taxes would help
achieve key economic
targets set for the next fis-
cal year, Ibrahim Qureshi
said. :

APBF. 1n its budget
proposals, would also
suggest that the sales tax
slab should immediately
be curtailed in order to
reduce inflationary pres-
sures, he said.

Sved Maaz Mahmood
asked the FBR to utilize
its abilities o overcome
the economic challenges
and consult the private
sector to remove hitches
to  speedy  economic
recovery. It is to be noted
that the Federal Board of
Revenue has sought the
budget proposals tor the
ugcunung financial year
2022-23 from its field
officers, as well as from
other stakeholders,
including the business
community. INP
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Sherani forest fire: CM Bizenjo, Corps
Commander arrive in Zhob

Ali Khan Mandokhail

Suleman Sherani forest. The fire erupted in
Mughal Kot area in Khyber Pukhtoonkhwa

on May 9. The fire entered the Balochistan
side of the Sherani disirict on May 13.

Sanaullah warns PTI of action if
marchers head to Islamabad with
'intent to cause anarchy’

Bahawalpur:Interior Minister Rana
Sanaullah on Sunday warned the PTI
of action if its protesters were to

will take, but if they decide [to go
for] action, then we will not allow
rotesters to even come out of their

Bigé]r:":g Ml;ir':;‘zf Eglr?]f:;‘;}gg} M'Ir,’_ “gfh;" march towards Islamabad with the homes," the minister told media rep-
1ZEN}0, . S AT "intent to cause anarchy", but also resentatives. The interior minister was

Lieutenant General Sarfaraz Ali arrived in
Zhob on Saturday to review operations for

extinguishing the Sherani forest fire,
Federal

burnt ancient pine an

inister for Housing, Maulana
Abdul Wasey, and other high-level officials
also accompanicd them. Officials of the for-
est and wildlife department are briefing the
CM and Commander about the scale ol
fire and the operation underway to put off the
flames of fire Roaring flames of fire have
olive trees in Koh e

the

said that the final decision in this
re%ard will be taken jomntly with the
help of coalition partners.

Addressing a press conference in
Bahawalpur, Sanaullah said the gov-
ernment and its allies were mandated
to decide about the line of action
against the PTI's planned long march
to [slamabad.

"l don't know what decision the
leaders of the coalition government

dismissive of the PTI's march, saying
that it would not be much of a bother
for the government.He lashed out at
former prime minister Imran Khan
for asking his sugpor;crs to dub his
rivals "thieves and traitors”, accusing
im of proliferating "shamelessness
and obscenity" in the country. He also
accused Imran of misleading youth
for the sake of gaining political
mileage Web Desk

PA session delayed; no-trust
motions against speaker,
deputy on agenda

LAHORE: Voting on the no-confidence motions
against the Punjab Assembly speaker and deputy
speaker is gart of the agenda of assembly session
which faced a delay on Sunday.

Police ensured foolproof security measures on
the assembly premises, and all the outsiders were
barred [rom entering Punjab Assembly.

The government also prc;])arcgl its strategy before
the assembly session as Punjab Chief Minister
Hamza Shehbaz held consultations with the law-
makers of Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-
N) and allied parties. . .

The members of the Punjab Assembly belonging

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI).

Talking to a private TV channel, he said Tareen
Group and Aleem Khan Group have been eliminat-
ed from the Punjab politics after ECP’s decision,

Meanwhile, "de-seated PTI MPA Nauman
Langrial said, “We will stick to the decision of sup-
porting Hamza Shehbaz."He added. “The decision
of the election commission is amb&*{mus. We will
definitely file an appeal against it."While talking to
media. PML-N MPA Azma Bukhari said that
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) chairman Imran
Khan was a mentally sick person as he was setting
wrong trends in the country.“Imran Khan will keep
to Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML- hiding his face if ugly things about him are
staged a protest at the gate of assembly after they unveiled.” she added.The government also pre-
were not allowed to enter the building. Bare_d its strategy before the assembly session as

It was decided in the meeting of the PML-N par- unjab Chief Minister Hamza Shehbaz held consul-
liamentary party meeting chaired by Chief Minister  tations with the lawmakers of Pakistan Muslim
Hamza Shehbaz and was also attended by PPP and  League-Nawaz (PML-N) and allied [l)am:_:s.The
independent MPAs, that 20 PML-N lawmakers members of the Punjab Assembly belonging to
along with a media team will proceed to the Punjab  Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz i_l‘ L-N) staged a
Assembly and if the situation 13 conducive then the  protest at the gate of assembly after they were not
remained PML-N members will be asked to come  allowed to enter the building, N
along. It was decided in the meefing of the PML-N par-

When the first batch of PML-N MPAs reached at  liamentary party meeting chaired by Chief Minister
the assembly the gates were shut. They forcefully Hamza Sﬁeﬁbaz and was also attended by PPP and
knocked at the gate and even kicked it but no one  independent MPAs, that 20 PML-N Tawmakers
was opening it. They then staged a protest outside  along with a media team will proceed to the Punjab
] Assembly and if the situation is conducive then the

\'_J._._i I L L
LAHORE: EX-President and of Pakistan Peoples Party Parliamentarians President
Zardari calls on Prime Minister Shehbaz sharif,

Yasin Malik is in CSC celebrates 71st
danger of execution: anniversary of Sino-Pak
Riaz Pirzada . : : :

diplomatic relationship

Asif Alli

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for
Human Rights Riaz Pirzada has said
that there is a danger that Yasin Malik
will not be hanged. )

Riaz Pirzada addressing a press
conference in Islamabad said that
Yasin Malik’s wife and daughter have
not been able to meet him for eight
vears. . .

He said that he will go to Geneva in
June and will fight his case with full
readiness. | am strongly protesting
against the sentence of Yasin Malik by
the government of Pakistan. -

He said that the greatest sacrifices
have been made by the journalisis for
the observance of the constitution and
law, with the exception of journalism,
all other sections have turned away
from opFrcssmn. ;

The Federal Minister questioned
why the world is as1eeﬁ on the
Kashmir issue. The world has turned
iiway from oppression for a few dol-
ars,

Riaz Pirzada added that there are
8,000 mass graves In Kashmir and
10,000 youths are missing,

He said that there are strict restric-
tions on media in Kashmir, journalists
cannot report. INP

63 outlaws held,
narcotics, arms, stake
money recovered

FAISALABAD: The police arrested
63 outlaws including drug pushers.
accused of 1llegal weapons, gamblers
and recovered narcotics, arms and
thousands of rupees stake money dur-
mfgl_sgpamte actions in different areas
of Faisalabad on Sunday. =~

In compliance with the directions of
CPO Faisalabad Syed Nasir Ali Rizvi,
operations were conducted against
criminals in jurisdiction of various
police stations across Faisalabad city.

During separate actions, the police
arrested 18 drug peddlers, 8 accused
of illegal weapons and 37 gamblers.

The police also recovered 1.5 kilo-
gram.hashmh, 3.3 kilogram “bhuki’,

44 litres locally manufacture liquor,
seven pistols, one Caribbean, hun-
dreds of rounds and Rs350,120 stake
money from possession of the
detainees. _ ;

Separate cases against the detainees
were registered at concerned police
stations  and investigations were
underway. INP

Sanitary goods,
other items worth
millions gutted in

Sheikhupura
market fire

SHEIKHUPURA: Sanitary goods
and other items of oil agency worth
millions of rupees were burnt to ashes
due 1o fire in 8 market here on Sunday.

According to details, fire that imiti-
ated from an oil agency located at
Shargpur Chowk Faisalabad road in
S}I:eil-; upura engulfed the surrounding
shops,

ree fire tenders, an ambulance
and a special Rescue vehicle reached
the scene of fire, o

he fire was extinguished within
few hours. But meantime, samtary
Foods and oil agency items worth mil-
ions of rupees were burnt 1o ashes.

However, the traded lauded the
quick action of the fire brigade mini-
mizing the losses and rescue personnel
for rescuing the traders unhurt INP

Maulana Fazl’s
teacher Qazi
Abdul Salam
passes away

PESHAWAR: Renowned religious
scholar Maulana Qazi Abdul Salam
has passed away at 105 in Peshawar. it
was learnt on Sunday.

His funeral prayers was offered at
Commerce College Shamsi Khan.

Maulana Qazi Abdul Salam has
taught thousands of students since the
establishment of Pakistan.

He has also been the teacher of
Maulana Fazlur Rehman, the chief of
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (JUT).

Jamaat-e-Islami Emir Sirajul Hagq
and Maulana Fazlur Rehman have
expressed  condolences over the
demise of Qazi Abdul Salam INP

ISLAMABAD: China Study
Center (CSC), University of
Peshawar (UoP) in collabora-
tion with Pakistan China
Friendship Association (KPC),
organize a4 seminar lemed
“C_elﬂbrating 71st Anniversary
of Pakistan China Diplomatic
Relations 1951-2022" at the
CSC conference hall, Gwadar
Pro reported on Sunday,

The seminar was atlended by
the Pro-Vice-Chancellor and
Director China Study Center,
UoP, Prof Dr. Zahid Anwar,
Secretary-general of Pakistan
China Friendship Association
(KPC) Syed Ali Nawaz Gilani
and officials from different
departments of the University

Addressing the seminar, Prof
Dr. Zahid "Anwar said that
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) 1s forming its
economic model through coop-
¢ration in infrastructure devel-
opment, energy, science and
technology, agriculture, and
more importantly social-eco-
nomic development.

Dr. Saima, Department of
International Relations, said
that Pakistan’s location strategi-
cally 1s very important, Pakistan
and China are sharing the con-
cept of development and
progress and the bilateral rela-
tionship is based on mutual
trust and win-win cooperation.

Dr. Kashif Saeed, Department
of Economics, talked about
China Pakistan diplomatic rela-
tions and said the special eco-
nomic zones (SEZs) in Pakistan
under CPEC can change the
destiny of Pakistan. )

He said that Rashakai Special
Economic Zone can uplift the
economy of Pakistan, particu-
larly of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
And SEZs will help in creating
obs and will facilitate the loca
irms, he added.

Ms, Sumera Fand in her
address said that investment in
the people is the need of the day
and more investment in
Pakistan 1s ex}isqcted for peo-
ple’s welfare and
development. INP

Govt: wants three
connectivity projects
in the next JCC

ISLAMABAD:, The
Government plans to include three
mega connectivity projects during
the upcoming meeting of the Joint
Cooperation Committee (JCC) on
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), according to a
report published by Gwadar Pro.

I'he three projects include
Mansehra-Muzaffarabad
Expressway, Babusar Tunnel, and
Zhob-D.1. Khan Highway. “There
three projects should be taken up
on priority for inclusion in the
upcoming JCC” Minister of
Planning  Development  and
Special  Imitiatives  Professor
Ahsan [gbal ordered authorities
concerned. He was chairing a
preparatory meeting on a joint
working roup  (JWG) © on
Transport [nfrastructure, which
was attended by officials from
CPEC  Authority,  National
Highway Authority (NHA),

Gwadar Port  Authority, and
Pakistan Railways Last month,
NHA recommended PC-1 for the
construction  of  Mansehra-
Muzaffarabad (a link of CPEC) to
Executive Committee of National
Economic Council (CNEC) for
consideration. The estimated cost
of the project is Rs. 44.72 billion.
Zhob-D.1, Khan (N-50) Phase one
is another project which, accord-
ing to Ahsan [gbal, would be rec-
ommended during the upcoming
JCC m@ctmg’. Under the project,
the current 210 km long 2-lane
road would be improved and
upgraded to four lanes. PC-1 of
the project was approved by
ECNEC in 2017, Extra land will
also be acquired to upgrade the
road to 6-lane n the
future. Babusar Top Tunnel is
another important connectivity
roject. which will connect
aghan Valley with Chilas INP

Police raid houses of multiple
Punjab assembly officials
ahead of session

LAHORE: Police have raided
the houses of muhwa employ-
ees of the Punjab Assembly in
the wee hours on Sunday and
arrested Director General (DG
Parliamentary ~ Affairs Rai
Mumtaz as others successfully
evaded the arrests ahead of a
key session of the provincial
assembly summoned by
Speaker Parvez Elahi today,

The police also went to the
houses of Secretary Punjab

Assembly  Muhammad Khan
Bhatti, and Secretary
Coordination Inayat Ullah,

however, remained unsuccess-
ful in nabbing them Punjab
Assembly spokesman con-
firmed the raids and said that
the police went to the houses of
Rai Mumtaz, Inayat Ullah, and
Muhammad Khan Bhatti. “The
F.)Inrpe.; allegedly harassed the
amilies of the officials and

resorted to violence,” he said.
Speaker Punjab  Assembly

o~
-

LAHORE: Federal Minister for Planning, Development, and Special Initiatives Ahsan

Parvez Elahi condemned the
arrest of Rai Mumtaz and raids
at_the house of other assembly
officials. “All action 1s being
taken on the directives of Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif,” he
said and added that the raids
depict the government’s failure
o prove ils majority in the
House. It 15 pertinent to mention
here that Punjab Assembly
Speaker Chaudhry Pervaiz El
ahi has convened a session of
the provincial assembly todav
(Sunday) in a surpriseé move
ahead of the previous date fixed
for the session, The assembly
was previously slated to meet
on May 30 This is the third time
that the date of the PA session
has been changed as the speaker
first cave the date of May 16 w
hen the assembly was scheduled
to meet in the first week of May.
However, the session wasn't
held on the given date and was
rescheduled Tor May 30 INP

Igbal visited applied Physics laboratory at GC University.

has

Pakistan logs
another 76
coronavirus case,
no fatality

ISLAMABAD:
Pakistan  has  posted
another 76 coronavirus
cases and no fatality dur-
ing the last 24 hours,
showed the statistics
released by the National
Institute  of ealth
Pakistan on  Sunday
morning.

As per the latest NIH
data, the death toll
remained the same at
30.379, whereas the num-
ber of total infections now
stood at 1,529.727 after
adding the fresh 76 cases.

During the last 24
hours, 14,308 tests were
conducted throughout
Pakistan whereas the pos-
itivity ratio rose to (.53
percent from 0.37 percent
a day earlier. The number
of patients in critical care
was recorded at 79

During the last 24
hours, another 62 people
Tecovers from  the
Covid-19 and the number
of total recoveries now
stood at 1,496.054. As of
Sunday, the total count of
active cases in the country
was recorded at 3,294

As many as 577,288
coronavirus cases have so
far been confirmed in
Sindh, 506,893 in Punjab,

219638 in  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, 135338 in
Islamabad, 35496 in

Balochistan, 43,326 in
Azad Kashmir and 11,748
in Gilgit-Baltistan.

_As man{ as 13,564
individuals have lost their
lives to the pandemic in
Punjab so far, 8,106 in
Sindh. 6,324 in KP, 1,024
in Islamabad, 792 in Azad
Kashmir, 378 in
Balochistan and 191 in
Gilgit Baltistan INP

People reel under
shocks from
outages as power
shortfall touches
5,349 MW

ISLAMABAD:  The
electricity shortfall in the
counfry  on sunday
touched 5,349 MW,

. The total power genera-
tion in the country is
19,210 MW, whereas, the
total demand for electrici-
ty in the country is 26,049
MW, according to the
sources in the power divi-
s10n.

It is also learnt from the
sources in the power divi-
sion that 4940 MW of
electricity is being gener-
ated in the country from
water, whereas, the pov-
ernment’s thermal plants
are generating 1,176 MW
of electricity.

The total electricity
production of private sec-
tor power plants 15 9 858
MW: the wind power
plants generate 639 MW
of electricity. INP

the ﬁale.Ptmjah Assembly Speaker Pervaiz Elahi
s declared that he 1s still the candidate of chief
minister slot of his own party, PML-Q, and of

along.INP

remained PML-N members will be asked to come

Pakistan army continues
efforts to douse Balochistan’s

forest fire: ISPR

RAWALPINDI: Pakistan Army on
Sunday continued its efforts to douse
a fire ina Pine Forest near Shergali in
district  Sherani of Balochistan

rovince, Inter Services Public

elations (ISPR) said. o

PDMA Balochistan in coordination
with NDMA is carrying out relief
efforts and organizing firefighting
activities along with the maximum
support from Pakistan Army and FC
Balochistan It said that the fire is
mostly on mountain tops away {rom
population centres but continues to
spread due to hot weather, inaccessi-
ble nature of the terrain and dry
winds. The military’s media wm% said
that althoudg,h the population is living
eight to 10 kilometers from the fire
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ISLAMABAD:Federal Minister for Human Righls Mian Riaz Hussain Pirzada

site, they have shifted 10 families
residing 1n isolated houses to a med-
ical relief camp, .

“A FC Wing and two Army helicop-
ters along with local administration
and Levies have been emploved in
Ilrcﬁﬁhlmg_and relief efforts,” 1SPR
shared details of firefighting efforts
and added that a helicopter 1s being
used to drop water and the other is
being used to drop fireballs and fire
extinguishing chemicals. )

It further added that 400 fire balls,
200 fire suits, blankets. tents., mats
and fire extinguishing equipment
have been growdcd by NDMA
through FC Balochistan. Army has
also transported relief equipment
from Lahore to Zhob INP

iy

addressing a press conference &]DI_'I%[ with Chairman of Peace and Culture from
is

Indian Oceupied Kashmir (10K} M

al Malik, in Federal Capital.

Govt has lost credibility and asking
us for help after IMF debacle,
claims Shaukat Tarin

Former finance minister Shaukat
Tarin on Sunday said the incumbent
overnment has lost "credibility”
efore the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) as it is struggling to
strike a deal, claiming "they are now
secking help from us™.

Tarin's comments come in the
backdrop of the cealition govern-
ment's ongoing talks with the IMF
over the release of a $1 billion
tranche under an Extended Fund
Facility, a process slowed by con-
cerns about the pace of economic
reforms in the country. .

Earlier this week, Finance
Minister Miftah Ismail had told the
IMF during the talks that the
government understood the current
cconomic crisis and agreed that it
would have (o take "tough decisions”
while mitigating the effects of infla-
tion on the middle to low-income
iu;\r-m.up-s,._.f‘\.t a press conference in
warachi today, Tarin dismissed the
claims by the PML-N-led coalition
government that the PTI government

WHO expects

reneged on its promises made with
the IMF. "We, in fact, had renegoti-
ated the deal. But the IMF is not
trusting this new government and
they are now asking us to help.”

The ex-minister said the P want-
ed a strong interim government to be
in place and hold elections. "When
the interim government is there, we
will help them and show them the
wz?:- forward," he added.

arin also said the pgovernment
was struggling to run affairs.

He stressed that democracy needed
consistency and that people's will
was for five years, saying "if some-
one disturbs this cycle, there will be
a reaction”,

He called upon "powers that be" to
allow elected governments fo com-
plete their five-year term, which he
said would be good for the continu-
ity of democracy. .

Tarin was of the view that lmran
Khan bore the brunt by "refusing to
take dictation” for the first time by
any leader in 72 years, Web Desk

more cases of

monkeypox to emerge globally

The World Health Organisation
(WHO) said it expects to identify
more cases of monkeypox as il
expands surveillance in countries
where the disease 15 not typically
found.

As of Saturday, 92 confirmed cases
and 28 suspected cases of monkeypox
have been reported from 12 member
states that are not endemic for the
virus, the UN agency said, adding it
will provide further guidance and rec-
ommendations in the coming days for
countries on how to mitigate the
spread of monkeypox.

In recent weeks, cases have been
detected in Britain, France, Germany,
Belgium, ltaly, Portugal, Spain, the
Netherlands, Switzerland and Sweden
as well as in the United States.
Canada and Australia, raising fears
the virus may be spreading.

Israel also reported its first case on
Saturday, sivnaﬁ‘ling the virus' spread
to the Middle East.

Monkeypox is an infectious disease
that is usuvally mild and is endemic in
parts of west and central Africa. The
virus can be transmitted through con-

tact with skin lesions or droplets from
a contaminated person, as well as
through shared items such as bedding
or towels. Since it is spread by close
contact, it can be relatively easily
contained through such measures as
self-isolation and hygiene.

Symptoms of fhe rare disease
include fever, muscle aches. swollen
lymph nodes, chills, exhaustion and a
chickenpox-like rash on the hands
and face.

Monkeypox usually clears up after
two to four weeks, according to the
WHO,

"Available information suggests
that human-to-human fransmission 1s
occurring among people in close
physical contact with cases who are
symptomatic,” the agency
added Israel also reported its first
case on Saturday, signalling the virus'
spread to the Middle East.

Monkeypox is an infectious disease
that is usually mild and is endemic in
parts of west and central Africa. The
virus can be transmitted through con-
tact with skin lesions or droplets from
a contaminated person. Web Desk




