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7 Pakistan cannot progress

until Imran Khan is in
politics: Maryam Nawaz

time': Sana warns PTI1 against
announcing another long march

indication that its workers and
supporters will not be allowed to
enter Islamabad again

In a tweet, hours after a cabinet
meeting, he said that in case the
PTI were to embark on another
march, “1'll see how they cross the
barners this time "

Sanaullak's waming came afler
the PTI staged its "Hageaqn Azadi
March" last week when its support-
ers dislodped containers placed to
impede their advances and braved
tear-pas shelling to somehow reach
the D-Chowl in the capital, only to
see party chairman Imran Khan call
ofT plans 1o convert the march into
a sit-in,

The PTI1 lashed out at the interior
minister's message, saving he was
“threateming peaceful protesters”. [t
sard the naton would always
exthulnt its bravery and would not
be stopped by "slaves™.

_ Earier in the day while address-
llrl%; a press conference in Islamabad
after the cabinet meeting, the inten-
ar minister came down hand on the
PTL Siate resources were used 1o

further the pohitical agenda of
Imran Khan, he alleged, adding that
armed police officials from KP
were illegally added to the army of
the "criminal gang".

He went on to say that in order to
further the "criminal political agen-
da”, polanse the nation and mislead
the vouth, thes armed cang antacked
the centre and headed towards
Islamabad."When  they  were
stopped at Attock, Mianwali and
within Islamabad city limits, they
opened fire at police officials,” he
said, adding that the protesters also
removed obstacles placed o deter
them The muimster wenl on to say
that the party misled the Supreme
Court and obtained a favourable
order, which allowed them to stage
4 protest at Islamabad's H-9 park

“[The order] was implemented
and we made arrangement for them
to stage the protest but then that
was not their objective. Their
ob_lgqtlx'e was not to carry out any
political activity. Their objective
was to enter Islamabad and spread
chaos and anarchy. Their objective

Landmine explosion Kills
2 people in Khost Harnai

Hamif Tareen

HARMNAL A landmine explosion
has  killed fwo people in
Balochistan's Harnai  district on
Tuesday. Sardar Mubammad Rafigue
Tareen, Deputy  Comnussioner
Hama said that the blast killed two
people in the Khost area of the dis-
trict, The unknown accused had plant-
ed a landmine on the road leading
towards the coal munes area, Mr
Tareen informed. Two people were
killed on the spot when their water
tanker hit the landmine planted on the
roadside, the DC mentioned.

The victims belong 1o the Tika
Bala area of the Harnat distnict. They
were idenfified as Salahuddin and
Muhammad Al Levies personnel
reached the spot soon after the explo-
sion. The dead bodies weare chified to
district headquarters hospital Hamal.

The dead bodies were handed over
o the heirs after the completion of
necessary official procedures. DC
Hama and personnel of the frontier
corps also reached the spot of the
incident and starfed investigation in
this repard Landmine  explosions
have claimed scores of precious
human lives in Dera Busti, Kohla,
MNaseerabad, Dukki and other parts of
Balochistan during last more than a
decada,

I"’l-"l leaders Fawad Chaudhry {left) and. Hammad Azhar address a

Press conference.

PTI1 govt was
pressurized to recognize

Israel:

Imran

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf Chairman lmran
Khan on Tuesday said that the PTI government was also pressur-

ized to recognize Israel.

In a meeting with digital media representatives, Imran Khan
revealed that a message was conveyed 1:1'gF1:|1E,_h|5 government to
aki

accept the

pro DSﬁ_d sfance considering

stan’s berterment

While the PT1 Chairman was reluctant to name the senders say-
ing that he cannot reveal at the time that who was behind it
e completely rejected the andio leak conversation between
Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) Co-chairman Asif Ali Zardari and
business tycoon Malik Riaz and further made it clear that there
were no such efforts from his side amid the no-confidence move.
The former Prime Minister also mentioned that he has been
saying for 26 years that the former President Asif Al Zardan

and

AL-N leaderships are not separate. There was no deal

behind calling off the long march, he said, 3
He explained that if the long march wasn't called off it could

have led to bloodshed.

The PTI Chairman said PTI does not need to go to National
Assembly for confirmation of resignations, after the party mem-
bers have resigned from NA. He added that rhtf‘party members

announced their resignation on the floor o

the MNational

Assembly and going back would mean accepting the imported
government. _ _ -

There is no need for any PT1 member to individually visit the
assembly, said Imran Khan INP

L Bs results Baloch

Syed Ali Shah analysis local Government elections

Independents’ overwhelming majonity in the recently held local bod-
ies elections in Balochistan put a question mark over the performance
of political parties. In a major shift, so far, ndependents have won
I'882 seats of councilors across Balochistan

Around a dozen political parties have won less than, the mdepend-
ents’ seats as per the unofficial and unconfirmed results of aver 3,000
seats. Over 17,000 candidates were contesting for 4,556 couneilors
seats in 32 districts of Balochistan

Independents’ victory gives more questions than answers. Despite
being 1n politics for decades, why have the political parties Fuih.:g 10
reach out to the masses at the grassroots level? LBs polls portray a true
political picture of Balochistan since no serious allegations of elections
fraud were reported and no major untoward incident took a place. In
the past, elections in Balochistan were always marred by major terror
attacks agamst candidates and voters.

Also, read this LBs polls Balochistan: Independents secure more
seats than 10 political parties

Almaost all political parties accepted the results and declared victo-
rigs i their respective strongholds. When we speak about independ-
ents, it means we speak about individuals and personalities. When

was to seize the capital city and
make the government dyvsfunction-
al," he sm

He alleged that all the protesters
that gathered at D-Chowk belonged
to "the same province” and had
armved in [slamabad a day before.

"We have marked all the build-
ings and hotels [where they stayed],
we aré noting in our report the
details of where these people came
from and where they staved,” he
said, adding that some also staved
at Parliament Lodpges and KP
House,

Sana clamed that police had
only used rubber bullets and tear
oas 1o disperse protesters, gsserting
that they did not fire a single shot.

The minister said that he had
proposed to the federal cabinet that
permission be given for cases
against PTI leaders

He said the federal government
would have to grant permission for
this as it was the competent author-
ity, adding that the cabinet had pro-
posed a sub-committes to analyse
the facts. Web Desk

Abdul Khaliq
Sheikh
appointed as 1G
Police Balochistan

Daweod Ahmed

[SLAMABALD: The faderal gov-
ermnment appointed Abdul Ehalig
Sheikh, a senior police officer as the

General of Police
Balochistan  on Tuesday  Mr
Sheikh's  predecessor.  Mohsin
Hassan Butt was directad to report to
the establishment division Mr.
Sheikh was currently serving in the
Intelligence Bureau {(IB). Mr. Sheikh
iz a police officer in grade-21

Inspector

PM leaves for
Turkey on three-day
official visit

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister
Muhammad  Shehbaz  Shanf
Tuesday departed to Turkey on a
three-day official visit

Minister for Defence Khawaja
Muhammad Asif, Minister for
Information and Broadcasting
Marriyum Aurangzeb, Minister for
Invesiment Board Chaudhry Salik
Hussain, PM’s Special Assistants
Tarigq Fatemi and Fahad Hussain
also accompanied the prime minis-
ter.  While Foreign  Minister
Bilawal Bhutto Zardan would also
amve Turkey to join the delega-
tion During his visit, the prime
minister will have tete-a-tete with
President Recep Tayvip Erdogan
which would be folloved by dele-
gation-level talks. INP

Pakistan cannot
progress until Imran
Khan is in politics:
Maryam Nawaz

MURREE PML-N  Vice
President Maryam Mawaz has said
that Pakistan cannot progress until
Imran Khan is in politics :

Talking at a party ceremony in
Murree Pakistan Muslim Leaoue
Mawaz (PML-MN) Vice President
Marvam MNawaz has said thal
Tmran claims he wanted o avoid
conflict that why he postponed his
sit-im in Islamabad, but their work-
ers burned down green belt and
trees, what else did they want to
do?

She added that Pakistan cannot
orosper until people like Imran

han are active in Pakistan’s poli-
tics, The PML-M leader that Imran
Khan claims to plant one billion
trees but ther followers burned
trees and mgreen belts. The PTI
leader sabotaged our relationship
with friendly countries with his
foolish policies, she added INP
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ISLAMABAD: Minister for Interior Rana Sanaull

PM leaves for
Turkey on three-day
official visit

o

. A
ah along with Federal Minister for Kashmir Affairs

q?milr Faman Kaira and Minister For Communication Maunlana Asad Mebmood
addressing a Post Cabinet Meeting press conference.

Fawad says PTI has no intention of
returning to National Assembly

PTI leader Fawad Chaudhry said
on Tuesday that the party did not
have any intention of returning to
the MNational Assembly, asserting
that the incumbent speaker did not
have the authority to review the
resignations of party members after
they had been accepled by the pre-
vious speaker.

Addressing a press conference in
Islamabad alongside Hammad
Azhar, he said that the party consid-
ered parliament to be "occupied”

"They have taken possession of
the a.'a_semblfy and we don't have any
intention of returning

"We are of the opinion that the
MNA speaker has accepted the resig-
nations of our lawmakers and this
speaker does not have the authority
to review [the decision] ™

Meanwhile, party leader Farmukh
Hahib reiterated that PTI lawmak-
ers had resioned from the lower
house of parliament. "At the time,
Qasim Suri had issued a notifica-

fion accepting the resignations,” he
sad

"There is no need for further
action," Habib said, allegmng that
the resignations were illegally
being postponed.

Pﬁ lawmakers had resigned en
masse from NA on April 11, tweo
davs after former ponme minister
Imran_Khan was ousted from the
top office after the no-confidence
motion moved by the joint opposi-
tion in the parliament against him
succeeded Ii'ahc resignations were
accepted by the former acting
speaker, Qasim Sun, and a notifica-
fion to this effect was also issued by
the MA secratariat,

However, a few days later on
Apnl 16, newly elected NA

Speaker Raja Pervinz Ashral direct-
the MA secretaniat 1o de-seal the
resignations and present them to
him 3o that he could venfy these
persomally and deal with thelm in
aw

accordance with  the

Former BPSC Chairman
Ashraf Magsi acquitted
in a corruption case

Syed Ali Shah

QUETTA: Accountability Court
acquitted former Cgmrmnn
Balochistan Public Service
Commission (BPSC), Muhammad
Ashraf Magsi in a comuption ciase
on  Tuesdav The  Mational
Accountability  Bureau (MNAB)
arrested Ashraf Mapsi in May 2016
over charpes of cormuption, 1megu-
larities, and vielation of merl in the
appointment of officers.

*The accused acquitted over non-
availability of evidence while giv-
ing him benefit of doubt”, the
Judge of the AC, Munir Shahwani
announced. NAB had filed a refer-
ence agmnst the former Chairman
and the country had charged him
over illesal appointments on June
7, 20186

Also, read this: Balochistan Govt
to recruit 43 DSPs through BPSC

He had misused his powers and
with the help of the Deputy,
Directors had recommended the
recruitment of his close relatives as

= =

Head Mistress in Grade 16 on the
hasis of nepotism which would
have caused loss to the exchequer
and ment

The former chairman of Public
Service Commission Mohammad
Ashraf Magsi, Abida Magsi, Ezra
Magsi, Asad Magsi, Abdul Waheed,
Sajrd Waheed, and Mishah Fatima
wis arrested by MABR. The juduee
had reserved the verdict of the ref-
erence filed apainst the individuals
and issued the acguittal of
Muhammad Ashraf Magsi and oth-
ers on the ground of lack of evi-
dence

Religious Ministry releases
details of Hajj expenses

ISLAMABAD: Mimster [or
Religious Alfairs and Interfaith
Harmony Maulana Abdul Shakoor
has asserted that this vear the Hajj
will cost Rs860,000 for Pakistanis

According to details, the
Refigious Ministry has released
the details of Hajj expenses this
year, stating that the Haj will cost
Rs860,000 for Pakistanis, while
the cost for southern &m of the
country will be Rs850,0:00

Giving detals aboul the expen-
diture on Tajj, Maolana Abdul
Shakoor said that the accommoda-
tion in Mecca will cost Rs
112,000, while in Madinah it will
gost Rs38,000. Under the Haj
Policy, Rsd5. 000 {with Qurbani),

has been fixed for individuals.
The Mimster further said that Rs

84,000 would be spent on trans-

port while the food wall cost

Rs560,000. According to the mims-
ter, Hajj expenses in Saudi Arabia
would be Rs300,000 while visa fee
would be Rs 16,000 1t is pertinent
to mention here that the national
flag  carmer — Pakistan
International Airline (PIA) — will
bewin this year's Hajj flight opera-
tions from June & According to
PIA spokesperson, the first Hajj
flight will depart for Madina from
Islamabad on June 6 PIA said the
Hayj Mights 10 Sawdi Arabia would
fy to Jeddah and Madinah “The
national flag carner will operate
overall 400 pre and post-Hajj
flights from May 31 to August
13" Pakistan's national flag carm-
er said in a statement.Hajj opera-
tion will be camed out from 8
cities  of Pakistan including
Karachi, Lahore, [Islamabad,
Faisalabad, Sialkot INP

Subseguently, according toa senior
official of the NA secretanat, the
previous notification of approving
the resignations should be taken “as
it has not been 1ssued at all”

Finally, on Monday, NA Speaker
Raja Pervez Ashraf summoned a
2o of PTI lawmakers to confirm
the "voluntary character and pen-
uineness" of their resignation let-
ters According 1o a xpfﬁg&ﬁman for
the MA Secretarial, the speaker had
decided to meet 30 MMAs to com-
plete the process by June 10 — the
day the new coalifion povernment
15 set 1o present the huﬁget for the
next fiscal vear The speaker has
allecated five minutes lor each
member Separately, PTI leader
Shireen Mazan told Dawn.com that
the party's members had decided
they would not appear before the
MNA speaker for the venfication of
their resignations. "Our resigna-
tions have already been accepted
by Suri,” she said Web Desk

Levies man
brutally murdered
in Baghbana
Khuzdar

From Our Correspondent

A levies man was brutally mur-
dered in Balochistans Khuzdar

district  on
Levies sources said unknown
accused brutally murdered levies
man identified as Inavatullah

The attackers escaped unhurt
from the spot. Levies reached the
spot and shified the dead body 10

Tuesday  moming,

nearhy hmﬂilal Hospital  stalt
handed over the dead body to heirs
after completion of necessary offi-
cial procedures Reason behind the
killing could not be ascertained
immediately.

Shazia Marri claims PTI
MNA’s urging to not
accept resignations

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan People
Party (PPP) leader Shazia Marr
has claimed that Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insf MNA's are begging the NA
speaker to not accept their resigna-
tion ) )

Addressing media representative
in Islamabad, the Federal Minister
said that PTI staged a similar ploy
in 2014 and came back to the
assemblies some months later.
Their members are living in the
parliament lodees and using gov-
emment privileges, tlwﬁ; o not
want to resign, she add

Shazia Marri said that the PTI
members just don’t attend assem-
bly sessions otherwise they are
benefiting from all government
privileges INP

humping majority

istan: independents won t

individuals and personalities penetrate among the masses and address
their 1ssues, then, the mafurit}f of the people set aside political ideolo-
gies. This is a bitter reality m today’s politics, Some may not agree
with this.

Look at the victory of Maulana Hidayat ur Rehman’s Gwadar Right
Movement, which swept elections m Gwadar confrontmg the four-par-
ties alliance including the Balechistan National Party (Mengal),
MNational Party (NP), Jamiat ul Ulema e Islam (JUT) and Pakistan
National Party (PNP)

Also, read this. https:/fwww quettavoice com/2022/05/30/party-
position-in-balochistan-lecal-government-elections-2022/

Indeed. no dearth of political workers who 1gnore perks and privi-
Teig,es and toe their respective political parties’ idlz::nlogical Ines,
Although, recent poll results show, that the number of such political
workers was less

The pohitical parties have to revisit and review their strategy m this
regard. Above all, the elections were peaceful except few violent acts
among rival political groups in Chaghi, Noshki, Dera Murad Jamal,
and Chaman. By and large, the government and masses succeeded in
holding peaceful elections Continuity of the svstem wall improve the
syatem further Mow it is about time to grant all constitutional, admin-
istrative and financial powers to the local governments so that they
could serve the country and nation in a better way




EDITORIAL

Wednesday,June,01,2022| Quetta Voice

Editor Asim Khan

Balochistan prone to

natural disasters

Balochistan, the country's largest province in terms of the area 15 prone to slmost
all types of natural disasters. Cluetta, the provincial capital and various parts of the
sparsely populated province have suffered natural disasters including drought, floods
and carthquakes dunng the last one and half decades A recently mild earthquake
measuring 5.4 on reactor scale in the province’s Washuk district near the Iranian bor-
der is vet to send any alarm bells in the power corridors. The tremors felt a couple
of days ago in the wee hours damaged around 300 mud-walled houses in Killi Sapd
area of Basima tehsil of Washuk distnct. ] ) )

The provincial disaster management authonty (PDMA) announced sending relief
goods to the displaced people Tortunately, no human loss was caused when earth-

uake tremors jolted one of the backwa

s eEﬁing outside their rooms owing to scorching heat
The earthguake has almost zone unnoticed as no provincial minmister or any high-
level government official has visited the area to meet the earthguake survivors and
people displaced The media too gave cold-shoulder to the damages.
arrential rains also claimed 13 lives in Dera Bugti, Thal Magsi, Jaffarabad and
other districts of Balochistan, 207 houses were damaged, 3 water dams burst, 2
bridges and 10 communication roads were also damaged as a result of heavy rain-
fall. “Similarly, floods in Naseerabad, Jaffarabad made half a million people home-
less and destroyed over 2,000 houses dunngl 2012. A strong earthquake in Pakistan’s

one of the famous tourist areas i.e. Ziarat ki

areas of the province since people were

led over 200 and injured more than 300

on October 29, 2008 In April 2013, an earthquake in Mashkail near Pak-lran border
killed dozens and imjured over 100, [n September 2013, a powerful earthquake meas-
uring 7.7 on the reactor scale killed 328 people in Balochistan’s Awaran. Thousands
were displaced when the powerful tremors jolted the arealn 1935, the deadliest

earthquake razed the entire Cluetta city to the

round. After the earthquake, the

British rulers introdueed a building code, which fixed 30 feet height for buildings in

the city For some time, people followed the code. But, gradually, people violal

the

code and constructed more than 300 tall buildings, plazas, shopping malls, markets
in the heart of Quetta city. Based on past experiences and looming Tuture threats of
natural calamities, the Balochistan government negds to chalk out'a comprehensive
strategy to cope with any emergency sifuation, The scale of the natural calamities
cannot be predicted at this point in nme. However, what is humanly possible that
should be done, We have to leam a lesson from Japan, Turkey and other countries
when it comes to earthquakes and other natural calamities Mere providing relief
goods, tents and blankets do not offer any solution rather a comprehensive strategy
needs 1o be made 1o tackle Tuture situations, Building code in Quetta ey, which s
located 1n the earthquake sensitive zone should be implemented stnetly. Populations
living in floods danger zones or water-ways should be evacuated and settled in safer
places Above all, the PDMA should go bevond distributing relief goods and the

authonty should engage %
e

assess and review future

eologists, emvironmentalists and researchers to analyze,
imate dangers to sensitize policy makers.

LIMITATION OF APPLE VALUE CHAIN IN
BALOCHISTAN AND GOOD AGRICULTURE

Balochistan 13 the
largest producer of
apples 1n  Pakistan.

Apple 15 one of the
major deciduous fruits
of Balochistan, Apple
is the second-largest
fruit after dates in
Balochistan.  Apples
are grown in the hgh-
land of Balochistan
The most grower dis-
tricts  are  Ziarat,

netta, Mastung,
Ralat, Killa Saif Ullah,
Killa Abdullah, and
Pishin. Apple varieties
that are grown in
Balochistan are Ture
Kulu {Red Delicious),
Shine kulu {Golden
Delicious) Kashmiri,
Amri, and Kaja, Both
Ture Kulo and Shine
Kulu are famous vari-
eties for their wvery
attractive  color and

taste throughout
Pakistan,

Balochistan  pro-
duces fruits of high

quality but the supply
chains of the apple
fruits are faced with
himitations such as the
use of traditional pro-
duction and marketing
technology, climate
change issues (reduc-
tion In precipitation,
rise n temperature,
shortage of irrigation
water) lack of appro-
priate technology, use

of inputs at improper
times, mMiss manage-
ment during pre-har-
vest and post-harvest
practices, inadequate
education of 1nsects
pests and pathological
diseases cortrol.
expensive input {fertil-
izer, pesticide, packag-
ing materials, etc)
shortage of captal,
low electricity voltage,
poor quality pesticide,
expensive transport,
poor farm to market
road, lack of cold stor-
age in each apple
arower districts, short-
age of technical
knowledgze about apple
crops, unskilled lagur
and inadequate educa-
tion about application
of pesticides and fertil-
1zer , which not only
effects the produce but
also significantly
reduce of the amount

PRACTICES (GAP)

produce
Imjudicious use of pes-
ticides and fertilizers
have adversely effect-
ed the natural
resources, like soil, air,
water. _guality and
safety of food, Farmers
maimnly use 3}'11ThET|L’-‘
chemicals for the con-
trol of pests but these
are  used unwisely
These all issues are
making  Pakistan
uncompetitive in the
international market
and affected the apple
value chain and, 1t also
affecting the welfare
of the local consumers
adverselvAs high qual-
ity and healthy food
are becoming more
important, consumers
have concerns about
the control of food
production and
demand more informa-
tion along the food

chain, Good agricul-
ture practices (GAP) 15
based on the principle
of risk prevention, risk
analysis, sustainable
a%:_nuuliur& {by mean
Q mtegl'awd nest man-
agement (IPM), and
mntegrated crop man-
agement (ICM) to con-
unueeously improve the
farming system

Aim of the Good
Agriculture Practices
(GAP) 13 food safety
quality assurance and
protecting workers and
consumers’ health. [t
requires ensuring safe-
ty throughout the food
chain. It must be com-
pulsory and lranspar-
ent and operate not
only from the table but
also upstream to con-
clude smljp1 ier, e.q. fer-
tilizer, plant protection
etc. Good ?3r!¢l.]|tllr€
practices (GAP) will
provide impottant
advantages for devel-
oping countries like
Pakistan not only for
the domestic market
but also export mar-
kets. Therefore, intro-
ducing and expanding
good agriculture prac-
tices in Pakistan
hf'n[pple Value Chain)
will  provide some
advantages to those
countries who trade
food with Pakistan so

Jamil ul Rel T
implementation of
good agriculture prac-
tices 15 important for
the whole horticulture
food chamm from field
to fork

However, Pakistan
does not have the
international infra-
strueture for support-
ng good agricullure
standards at the farm
level in terms of their
implementations.
Umted Nations
Industrial
Development
Orecanization
(UNIDO) has worked
extensively on raising
awareness on  foo
safety and sustainabili-
ty in Pakistan (apple
value chain in
Balochistan). Farmers
need to fulfill high
standards on food safe-
ty and sustainability,
and worker health and
safety.So followed the
good agrniculture prac-
tices, guidelines in the
apple value chain for
better guality products
and reduced nput use
especially  hazardous
pesticides and fertiliz-
er for apple fruits

The author is an
Agriculture Officer
(SF

Master trainer of
UNIDO for the proj-
ect PAFAID

The state of the

The good news is that,
as  per the national
accounts  committes’s
numbers, the provisional
GDP growth rate for the
current liscal year (2021-
22) 15 5.97 per cent. The
bad news is that, despite
this  healthy  growth,
Pakistan is once again
facing the menace of twin
deficits — dollars deficit
current account deficit,

P.D{ and mupee deficit
(fiscal deficit)

This is not the first
time that Pakistan finds
itself in an economic
mess  despite  healthy
growth, One may argue
that economic growth (an
merease of per capita
mecome) of five-plus per-
centage points for 2-3
conseculive vears ends
up overheating Pakistan’s
ecotomy. Such overheat-
mg turmns its CAD unsus-
tainable, reésulting in a
boom and bust cvcle.

To set the context nght,
we should remember that
95 per cent of Pakistan's
Isg,rowth i5 Consumption-
led, resulting in low sav-
ings and low investment-
to-GDP ratio. Eighty-six
per cent of consumption
comes. from houwseholds,
making them highly wvul-
nerable to any shock or
reduced  supply of
resources. And  finally,
more than ninety per cent
of Pakistan™s srowth s
imports based, increasing
is CAD.

The  above partly
explaing the context of
the economic trmotl we
face today. For the last
two months, we have
seen a blame game on the
economic  situation  in
Pakistan, The current
overnment criticizes the
Tl govemment for pro-

viding ‘unfunded” subsi-
dies on fuel, and the PTI
decries incumbents” inde-
cisiveness and economic
mismanagement,  This
argument leads to inac-
ton, which does not help
curtail the CAD,

An increase 1n CAD
requires export eamings,
increased  remittances,
foreign investment, or
loans o brdee the dollar
gap, Our exports and
remittances are already at
a record high, We don’t
seem to be an investment
hub, at least in the near
future, primanly due to
peostrategmc reasons and
our inherent flaws, Hence
external financing 15 the
only pragmatic solution
in the short run to avoid
CAD

However, this financ-
ing does not come
through without a seal of
comfon from the TMF,
The State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP) estimates
that from now ull June
30, 2023 Pakistan's
external financing
requirement (on top o
export  earmings and
remittances) would be
around $46 billion. The
SBP anticipates that if the
IMF  programme  pets
resumed  and  Pakistan
stays disciplined in o, it
can fetch external finane-
ing of around 351 billion
during  the next 13
months Political uncer-
tasnty and the govern-
ment’s reluctance (o take
‘prior achions fesﬁ:a:iu]ly
revoking the blanket sub-
sidy on fuel) were major
bottlenecks 1n Pakistan's
IMF programme resump-
tion. The previous pov-
emment was also reluc-
tant to go to the IMF for a
whole vear However, it

managed external finane-
ing from frendly coun-
tres like Saudi Arabia
and China as a stop-gap
arrangement. The incum-
bent government also
tried the same, bul friend-
Iy countries linked a roll-
aver of therr deposits in
the SBP to the resump-
tion of the IMF pro-
gramme.

~ Mindful of the fact that
it was not possible to eco-
nomically sustain without
IMF’s support, the sov-
ernment eventually
decided to increase the
prices of the POL, albeit
i a stageered manner A
hike in electricity and pas
tanffs and a  further
mcrease i the prce of
POL would follow in the
coming weeks. Part of
the “prior actions’ for
refurning o the IMF's
program include  steps
such as policy actions in
the federal budpet for the
next fiscal year for fiscal
consolidation, remaining
within a prnimary fiscal
deficit threshold, collect-
ing seven-plus tnllion
rupees revenue (more
taxes), resisting the temp-
tation for a spending
spree in the run-up to
elections, and further
tightening monetary poli-

cyFor a government
entenng  nto election

maoxde a few months down
the road, it 15 not easy to
make unpopular deci-
signs. Forlunately, the
IMF mves a cushion to
provide torgeted subsi-
dies. Availing of this
cushion, the government
has announced to pay 14
million households a
lump sum of RsZ0(M) per
month. This one-off pay-
ment aims to reduce the
impact of ol price hikes

cconom
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on low and low-middle
imcome earners. This sub-
sidy would be dishbursed

through the Benazir
Income Sullagurt
Programme (BISP),

which uses a proxy mean
test (PMT) to assess
households” eligibality for
social safety-net benefits,
The higher the PMT of a
household, the more
well-off it is considered.
The eight million existing
BISF beneficiaries have a
PMT of less than 30, For
petrol-related  payments,
that threshold 15
increased to 37, covering
an additional s1x million
households with an aver-
ave  monthl InCome
below Rs35000,

Compared to the previ-
ous government’'s  sub-
sidy on petrol and diesel,
which cost four limes
more (Rs113 hl]l:mq} just
in the month of April, the
current  povernment's
subsidy of Rs28 billion
looks  pretty  nominal,
This s 30, not because
the amount allocated is
too little or the targeting
critena do not cover the
middle class who would
feel the maximum brunt
of inflated energy prices.
But because energy is not
the only commodity that
has gone expensive. The
impact of the “tnple C°
crisis (Covid- 19, conflict
im Ukraine, and climate
change) on prices of food
and energy in Pakistan
has mncreased mamfold
due to the depreciation of
the rupee and the inherent
flaw in the quality of our
economic growth.

The UN has warned of
an ‘unprecedented global
food shortape, famine,
destabilization of nations,
and migration that could

aivum Suleri

last for years’. To meet
any shorttall in local pro-
duction, Pakistan used to
import  wheat  from
Dkraine or Russia. The
wheat from Ukraine has
become inaccessible and
from Russia untouchable
Hence, there 15 not only a
shortage of supply of
wheat in the international
market, but it has also
become expensive (63
PEr Cent 1ncrease in price
during the last five
months). This would twm
our three million tons of
imports expensive, rais-
ing the flour price in the
domestic market  Low
domestic prices of local
produce add more incen-
tive for wheat and wheat
flour  smugglers.  The
povernment needs to be
mindful of it to keep the
wheat flour pnces stable,
Likewise, the prices of
edible oil and fertilizers
have increased manifold
in the global markets due
to the Ukraine war
{Ukraine and Russia sup-
ply 75 per cemt of the
sunflower oil globally,
and Russia is the larmest
exporter of phosphate
and potash fertilizers
worldwide). Imports of
these commodities will
pinch  Pakistani  con-
sumers and the govern-
ment for the next couple
of yearsIn the abowve-
mentioned  context, tak-
ing fiscal consolidation
measures (fough econom-
ic decisions) and winmng
back the trust of the IMF
are amporiant for our
macroeconomic stability
The IMF will remain rel-
evant for us until our eco-
nomic growth remains
import-led and consump-
tion-based
Unfortunately

here has

recently been a
sionificant
debate on
unsafe abor-

tions and their
consequences throughout
the world since a docu-
ment of the draft judg-
ment by the Supreme
Court  of the United
States overturning Roe v
Wade (410 U.5_ 113) was
leaked. Roe v Wade iz a
landmark US  case
Decided on Januarv 22,
1973, the verdict uled
(72} that unduly restric-
tive state regulation of
abortion 15 unconstitu-

tiomal )
Duee o restrictve laws
and  policies,  many

women and mrls (sur-
vivorsivietims of child
marriage, etc) are forced
to seek unsafe abortions
due to restrictive laws
and policies, unavailahil-
ity of safe abortion serv-
wwes, the high financial
cost of accessing safe
abortion  services  and
societal attiiudes towards
abortion  and ender
inequality, The WHO has
revealed that: “Unsafe
abortion is a leading
cause of maternal deaths
and morbidities. It can
lead to physical and men-
tal health complications
and social and financial
burdens for women, com-
mumities and health sys-
tems.” )
An esumated 23 mul-
lipn unsafe abortons
occur  throughout  the
world each ~year. Of
these, 97 per cent of the
unsafe abortions occur in
developing countries in

safety

Asia, Africa and Latin
America, according to
the WHO.

An accurate figure on
unsafe  abortions  in
Pakistan cannot be pro-
vided due to underreport-
ing, Abortions are under-
reported because of the
shame and social stigma
as well as the use of
‘back-alley  abortion’
options when access 1o
safe abortion is not avail-

able.
Mevertheless, a nation-
wide study by the

Population Council in
2004, ttled, “Unwanted
Pregnancy  and  Post-
Abortion Complications
in  Pakistan: Findings
from a National Study’
revealed that 890,000
induced abortions took
lace in 2002 throughout
Pakistan. This amounts to
29 abortions per 1,000
women of reproductive
age. It is |mgortant to
note that by 2012, this
number  sigmificantly
increased to 50 aborfions
?er L0000 women aged
5-49 according to the
Cuttmacher Institute. 1t
was also revealed that the
majority of the abortions
placed women's health
and lives at risk. This sig-
nifies an upward trajecto-
rv in unsafe abortions if
pre-emptive actions are
not taken by the state. The
debate on abortion s
polarized. While some
are ol the opimion that
under no circumstances
can an abortion  be
allowed, others take the
opinion that it should be
allowed under certain cir-
cumstances, such as in

A question of

By Rida Tahir
cases of rape and incest.

It is important to refer
to international human
richts conventions, such
as the Elimination of
Discimination  aeoainst
Women (CEDA for
mndelings. Pakistan rat-
fied CEDAW  on
December 3, 1996 In a
2014 siatement, the UN
Commuttee on CEDAW,
which monitors compli-
ance under the CEDAW
stated: ... States parties
should legalize abortion
&t least in cases of rape,
ingest, threats to the hfe
and/or  health of the
mother, or severe foetal
impairment, as well as
provide women  with
access o guality post-
abortion care, especially
in cases of complications
resulting from unsafe
abortions. "

In the Pakistan Penal
Code, abortion is referred
to as, “Isgat-i-Hamal®
under Sections 338 and
I3BA and “lsgat-i-jamn’
under Sections 3388 and
33BC, While Section 338
states: "' Whoever causes
& woman with child some
of whose limbs or organs
have been formed to mis-
carry, if such miscarriage
15 not caused in good
fFaith for the purpose of
saving the life of the
woman, is said to cause
Isqat-i-janin™,  Section
3380 states: 7 Whoever
causes a woman with
child some of whose
limbhs or organs have
been formed 10 miscarry,
if such miscarriage is not
caused in pood Faith for
the purpose of saving the
life of the woman

The gathering storm

War clouds have
once again gathered
over Afghanistan,

Even as American’s
longest war in its his-
tory has ended, the
ﬁf}-han people are
upﬁkcl}' to enjoy the
dividends of peace. In
fact, a remewed civil
war has already start-
ed  between  the
Taliban  and  the
Afghan government.
The impact of such a
conflict  will not
remain  confined to
Afghanistan but will
engulf the entire
reglon,

he Taliban have
already made exten-
sive territorial gains.
They claim to now
control 85 per cent of
Afchanistan, especial-
1{ the rural areas and
the crucial highways,
thereby encircling the
major cities  with
fighting currently rag-
ing for the control of
Herat, kKandahar and
Lashkar Gah, The
Taliban are also trying
to rebrand themselves,
projecting a more fol-
erant and responsible

image in order to
increase their domes-
tic and international
acceptability. _
Rejecting  Taliban
claims, the Afghan
government has

asserted that its forces
are regrouping o halt
the Taliban advance
and will retake lost
territory. The govern-
ment has also enlisted
local Tapk, Hazara

and Uzbek militia to
boost the capabilities
of its woops while
relving heavily on
military support by
Washington and New
Delhi. In these cir-
CUlﬂEtHIICEI:S,_‘ d PT{EI'-
tracted civil war 1s
now the most likely
cutcome, .

Prime Minister
Imran Khan is correct
in stating that the
Americans made a
mess in Afohanistan,
Now they are leaving
amess hehind. Insteaﬁ
of ensuring a peaceful
transition, the Biden
administration  has
rushed for the exits,
abandoning
Afghanistan  to  its
fate. Amernican “over
the horizon™ military
Ogararmgs 1N support
ol the Gham govern-
ment, such as recent
air sirikes against the
Taliban, have encour-
aged Kabul to reject
H:I'l}’ COmpromisc 51[}|I.'I.-
tion. The recent meet-
ings in New Delhi
between US Secretary
of State Blinken and
the Indian leadershi
indicate that India will
also militarily assist
the Afghan povern-
ment.  The ~Indian
objective was clearly
spelt out recently by
former Indhan Foreign
Secretary Sham Seran
that an Afghan civil
war would be prefer-
able to a Taliban gov-
ernment. o

A  more simister
aspect of such Indo-

s cooperation,
underscored by the
meeting  between
Secretary Blinken and
Indian National
Security Advisor Ajit
Doval, " is that Indian
and Afghan  ntelli-
?‘:"m:e agencies would
feel encouraged fo
intensify support for
terrorisit groups like
the TTP and Baloch

separalisis  againsi
Pakistan. The
Chechens, Uszbeks,

Uighurs of the ETIM
and [S15 will also gain
greater freedom of
action to increasingly
target China. Russia
and lran. )

In these circum-
stances. Afghanistan
will not only face fur-
ther devastation but
will also be denied the
benefits of its poten-
tial role as a hub for
regional connectivity,
Projects like TAPI and
CASA-1000 will
remain unimplement-
ed. China’s extension
of ats BRI into
Afghanistan as well as
its investments m the
country would have to
be put on heold. For
Pakistan, the costs
would be even higher
— continned instabili-
ty and sccurity threats
on its western and
eastern borders, influx
of Afghan refugees,
and denial of access to

the region. Since
Afehan instability
will have regiona

lllnl'ill'[ICElt'll.‘.l}'IS, the geo-
political interests of

Pakistan, China,
Russia and Iran con-
verge on the need for
a peaceful transition
in  Afghanistan  and
avoidance of a
renewed civil war. As
such, all four coun-
tries have mdividually
and collectively
reached out to the
Afghan parties, The
Taliban have. in their
engagement with
these countries,
stressed their willing-
ness to accept a polin-
cal solution, sought
international recogni-
tion and promised to
ensure that the Afghan
territory is nol wsed
againsi any  other
country. In a signifi-
cant  development,
Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi tcﬁd
the wisiting Taliban
leader, Mullah Bradar
that the “Taliban... 15
a pivotal military and
political force in the
country and will play
an important role in
the process of peace
re-conciliation  and
reconstruction there
Similar endorsement
for the Taliban has
also been expressed
by the Russians and
Iranians, Efforts by
this ‘%uartm . there-
fore, hold the most
promising ophon (o
secure  peace  in
Afghanistan,
Intensified collective
initiatives by them can
still prevent a full
scale civil war and
lead to a peaceful

Lamir Akram

transition

While the Gham
government will
prove to be a hurdle, it
can still be given a
sale and honourable
exit under conditions
that could be guaran-
teed by the “Cuartet’
More  troublesome
would be the spoiler’s
role by India which

views Ifs strategic
interests against
Pakistan and China

being better served by
continuing warfare in
Afghanistan, But the
Indians or the
Americans  will not
deploy their forces in
Adfphanistan 1o protect
Ghani, having learm
the lessons of history.

Consequently, the
kabul  government
cannot survive for

long and would be
eventually forced to
find a political solu-
tion Pakistan’s  sup-
port for an Afghan-led
and  Afghan-owned
peace process 1s laud-
able, But given the
high stakes involved
and the obvious
Indian interference in
Afghanistan, there is
need for a proactive
Pakistan policy in col-
laboration with China,
Russia and Iran to
protect shared nation-
al interests. Such a
collective  approach
needs to be based on
the ground realities, in
articular  that the
aliban must play a
key role in a future
Afuhan government.

akistan won
no medals 1o
Tokyo. The
last time the
country won a
medal was in
1992 at the Barcelona
Games where our hockey
team  clinched hbronze
Thes is something to feel
ashamed about. What has
happened to the country
that produced so many
Olympic greats? Have
we resigned ourselves 1o
the consistently poor per-
formances that our ath-
letes deliver?

Granted that despite
the poor performances in
Tokyo, there were some
moments 1o cheer For
example, Arshad
Madeem made history as
the first-ever Pakistani
athlete to quahfy tor the
final of any tack and

field event in  the
OMympies.  Khanewal-
born Madeem made it to

the final of the men's
javelin  throw  with a
throw of 85 16m, well
bevond the gualification
mark of 83 50m. He
eventually finished fifth
in the competition but
won much praise for his
efforts )

Sumilarly weightlifter
Talha Talib missed out on
a medal for Pakistan but
turned plenty of heads as
Pakistan  finally took
notice of him, The 21-
ear-old  hilter  from
E‘}u.iranwala, making his
Olympics  debut, took
part in the 67kg category
and held the gold medal
spot until the final round
before eventually being
bumped down and denie
& podium finish

But the fact is that
among the 10 athletes
who took part in the
Olympics, only Madeem
and Talib came close to
winning a medal Both
fimshed fifth i their
respective  disciplines
What about the others?

Pakistan's  shooters
disappointed.  National
champion Ghulam
Mustafa Bashir qualified
for the medal round at
the end of stage one of
the 25m rapid 1?1_"? pistol
shooting competition but
was eliminated after fail-
mg in fwo stages of qual-
ifters. Another Pakistani
shooter, Khalil Akhtar,
could not give a signifi-
cant performance  in

Stage | and was elimi-
nated from the medal
round

The country’'s lop shut-
tler Mahoor Shahzad,
who was the country’s
first badminton player to
feature in the Olympic
Games, was beaten in
straight  sets by a
Ja}mnes.-eéﬂaye: in just 23
minutes. Sprinter Najma
Parveen finished fast in
the women's 200m heat,
What was more disap-
poating  was not her
position, but her uming
which ~ was  recorde
2812 seconds. Where do
we go from here? There
are calls now fo remove
the head of the Pakistan
Olympics Association, Li
Gen (retd) Anf Hasan,
Shahbaz Gill, Special
Assistant to the Prime
Minister, at a news con-
ference "asked” Hasan to
resign from the post he
has held since 2004, Gill
alleped that the POA had

Mess at the
Tokyo Olympics.

no accountability during
the last 17 years. Aller
becoming POA  chiel
Gill said, Hasan changed
its constitution, remov-
ing the prime minister as
its patron and hence there
WHS MEVET ANy Accounty-
bality during his term. He
also” added” hand-picked
members as independent
voters so he can cling on
b his post

The POA for its part
claims that Hasan was
elected through a fair
process in 2019, with
representatives from the
IOC and the Olympe
Council of Asia also in
attendance. It also reiter-
ated that interference in
its matters will lead to
intervention by the 10C

[ 1t not ironic that in a
country where a top
sporisperson s the poime
minister, the state of
sports is in such a sham-
ble? When he was cap-
tain of the cricket team,
fmran Khan insisted on
merit as the sole criteria,
Who can forget the num-
ber of fights he zot into
over his insistence of
merit? Today he looks
the other way,

The culture of patron-
age, of corruption and of
looking the other way
needs to end. All major
sports bodies need to be
revamped Officials can-
not continue o oblige
each other, For exam Igg-,
POA cannot please their
chosen ones by sending
them to the Olvmpics as

coaches Pakistan
Badminton  Federation
secretary was in Tokvoas

the coach of Mahoor

Shahzad
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Women inmates
being sexually harassed in
Darul Aman

SUKKUR: Women
inmates in Darml Aman at
Sukkur are reportedly
being harassed by an in-
charge of the shelter
home, where they were
supposed o hnd peace
and facilities,

Correspondent of a pri-
vate TV channel visited
Darul Aman and ralked
with the women inmates
— who came here to feel
secure from domestic and
societal violence

The admmstration has
not  appointed  female
deputy director  in
Sukkur’s Darul Aman for
past three years. The
women inmates — who

came here for safe havens
— burst into tears while
talking to the correspon-
dent

*We are being sexually
harassed by the in-charge,
and the admimstration 15
nol providing any facility
to women suffering from
illness or other prob-
lems,” the ‘women
inmates said.

Expressing  their con-
cerns, the inmates burst
into tears and urged the
government 1o take strict
agmnst the official. After
_hearm%thesg complaints,
it can be said that Daml
Aman has failed to pro-
vide peace and shelter to

the WOmen
inmates. Correspondent of
a private TV channel vis-
ited  Darul Aman and
talked with the women
inmates — who came here
1o feel  secure from
domestic and  societal
violence The administra-
tion has not appointed
female deputy director in
Sukkur’s Darul Aman for
past three years, The
women inmates — who
came here for safe havens

burst into tears while
talking to the correspon-
dent."We are being sexu-
ally harassed by the in-
charge, and the adminis-
tration INP

Pakistan can enhance

mango production with
China’s help: Wang Zihai

ISLAMABAD
Pakistan China Joint
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (PCICCI)
President Wang  Zihai
suggested that Pakistan
needed 1o enhance coop-
eration with China 1o
modernise farming struc-
tures and techmigues to
increase mango produc-
tion

It could also help to
produce quality  fruits
and improve competi-
tiveness in the global
markets to boost exports
and earn valuable foreign
exchange, he added.

According to Gwadar
Pro on Tuesday, he made
the suggestion at an
anling meeting with the
executive members  at
PCICC] Secretariat,
Lahore.

Wang Zihai observed
that the decline in mango
production due to an
unusual spike in temper-
atures  coupled  with
water shortages is an
emerging problem in
Pakistan

He added that a drip
irrigation svstem should
be Tollowed for the suc-
cessful growth of man-
goes as the system deliv-
ers small amounts of
m&ater only where need-
=

Since Pakistan is cur-
rently facing huge water
shortages due 1o less
snowtall and rain, this

method  will  help
merease the crop yield of
mangoes, he maintained.

Ehsan Chaudhry,
Senior Vice President
PCICCI said that umntil
2018, Pakistan produced
1.2 million metre tons of
mangoes annually, thus

ranking sixth in the
world, preceded by India,
China, Thailand,

Indonesia, and Mexico.

The country's mango
production has declined
aver the Fast four years
due to global warming.
Currently, Pakistan's
annual mango production
stands between 1.7 mil-
lion and 1.8 million met-
nc wns

He suggested that
there was a dire need for
joint ventures with China
for establishing quality
enhancement — centres,
fruit processing units,
dehydration plants, dnp
irrigation and cold stor-
age chains so Pakistani
fruits could be exported
in line with international
standards

Pakistan can be on the
list of top three exporters
of mangoes in the next
five years, bath in terms
of volume and value, if
the government contin-
ues to adhere to making
prudent and result-orient-
ed policies in this regard

Sarfraz Butl, Vice
President PCICCT said
that outdated cultivation

and harvesting  tech-
nigues, high cost of pro-
duction, substandard
cold storage facilities,
and lack of research and
der&lnpmeut are the
major hindrances o the
growth of the mango
industry,

He said that China has
already helped Pakistan
overcome multiple issues
that Pakistani farmers
were facing by improv-
ing electricity supply and
road infrastructure across
the country under the
China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor
(CPEC)

Pakistani  exporters
believe that country
needed o secure a strong
presence in the bigger
and high-value interna-
tional markets like China
to earn high profits

Salahuddin Hanif,
Secretary General PCIC-
CI said that Pakistan has
also held events in China
in recent vears to pro-
maote the new, better vari-
eties and rich flavour of
Pakistani mangoes to the
Chinese people, and
according to organisers,
the feedback was more
than encouraging

There is a%lire_ne:_ed of
forming a preliminary
research team fo  pul
ideas into practice and
fight against the waler
crisis and global warm-
ing, he added . INP

ISLAMABAD:Federal Ombudsperson for Protection against
Harassment of Women Kashmala Tariq posing for group photo
graph along with the participants after "National Advocacy
Seminar with Policy makers" Seminar at local hotel.

A Saindak project's
driver save others at
a suicide attack

ISLAMABAD: A driver
of Saindak project sees
defining moment of his
life savinge others at a sui-
clde a:_mci ) )

While narrating his
experience, he stated that
there are also occasions
when he acts as an
“ambaszzador” of
Pakistan-China friendship.

According to a report
published by Gwadar Pro,
if there is one day that
Muhammad 1brahim wall
never forget during his
twenty years' carser as a
driver, it 15 August |,
2018

On that day, when drnv-
ng a bus in Dalbandin, a
city in Chagai district of
Balochistan provinge and
about 340 km southwest of
the provincial capital of
Quetta, he encountered
one of the most horrifving
merments of his life

A minitruck  moving
slowly a little ahead of the
bus, exploded all of a sud-
den, shattering the glass

windows in the bus and
damazed the Front of the
vehicle

“Suicide attacks were
things that usually hap-
pened on TV 1 hadn't
expact 1t to be several fest
away from me”, said My
Muhammad [brahim
“Luckily., T pressed the
emergency brakes before
our buz hit the truck
Oherwaze, the whole bus
would have burnt. As |
pressed the brakes, the
truck exploded with a big

Im:l!-ll"%nz next

mament,

Muhammad found himsell

in paimn. “The heat wave
from the blast and the
bursting glasses scorched
and pierced my skin. But |
need o gel everyone oul
ol thera”, recalled
Muhammad. On the bus
were sevaral Chinesa engi-
nears working or
Pakistan’s biggest func-
tioning mine, the Saindak
Copper- Gold Mine proj-
ect."He was a reticent guy,

but at that cnitical juncture
whan no one knew - what
would happen next, he
stepped out, helping us
carry luggage off the bus
despite he borne most of
the shock at the driver's
seat”, said Mr, Ren, one of
the passengers of the ill-
fated bus.

['hus, the cohort ratreat-
gd rapidly and safely, and
Muhammad along  with
other injured wera rushed
to the hospetal after simple
treatment by local corps.

“Naturally, there was
shock, But uncertminty is
what drivers face every
day. There are uneag.}ected
waathers, road conditions,
and things like this. But
we place full trust on our
company. In the hospital,
officials of Chinese con-
culate in Karachi visited
me, making me feal warm

and secured”, said
Muhammad

Three months later, he
returned 1o

his \Eust.
Honours followed. TNP
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ﬁ.—’iEIII:Eﬂunty Director of World Bank's Najy Benhassine h'cs away the
keys of 50 Ambulances to CM sindh Syed Murad Ali Shah during launching cer-
emony of sindh emergency service "Rescue 1122"orgenized.

Anti-state long march to be dealt
with iron hand, cabinet told

[SLAMABAD: The federal
cabinet chaired by Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif on
Tuesday was assured that any
anti-State long march in the
future would be dealt with an
iren hand.

Interior ~ Minister  Rana
Sanullah informed the meetin
that the May 25long march o
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (FTI)
was ‘not a political activity, but
& planned anti-State conspiracy”,

He also apprised the cabinet
that the long march in fact was
an “armed aftack on the State” in
the garh of political activity
however, categorically state
that no law enforcement person-
nel at the venue was camying
any weapon

M Sharil” mentioned thal he
had directed the Interiorn
Ministry and the law enforce-
ment agencies nol (0 carry any
weapon at the venue of the long

march.

He constituted a five-member
committee  including Rana
Sangullah  and  Adviser on
Kashmir  Affairs and  Gilgit
Baltistan CQamar Zaman Kaira to
chalk out a future plan of action
to deal with such anti-State
activities.

The cabinet felicitated the
nation on rejecting  Imran
Khan's long march of May 25
and landed the law enforcement
agencies on ]l}erthrmmg their
duties efficiently.

The meeting took strong
notice of Imran Khan's call for a
bloody march on May 25 along
with = the people ™ carrying
WEAPONS .

Tt was highlighted that PTI
utilized the resources of the
Khyber Pakhunkhwa gcovern-
ment by gathering armed groups
in the House a day ahead of
the long march. Also, the Chief

Mimster of Gilgit Baltistan
attacked the police personnel

The cabinet expressed grave
concern over the statement of
Chief Minister KP Mahmood
Khan whe had announced to
attack the State and the federal
capital with full force. He consti-
mited a five-member committee
including Rana Sanaullah and
Adviser on Kashmir Affairs and
Gilgit Baltistan Qamar Zaman
Kaira to chalk out a future plan
of action to deal with such anti-
State activities

The cabinet felicitated the
pation on  rejecting  Imran
Khan's long march of May 25
and lauded the law enforcement
agencies on performing their
duties efficiently

The meeting took strong
notice of Imran Khan's call fora
bloody march on May 25 along
with ~ the people” carrving
weapons INP

ECP asks political parties to avoid
displaying animals in rallies

ISLAMABAD: The Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
has directed political panies not
to bring animals o their public
rallies. .

In a letter penned to Pakistan
Muslim Leayue-MNawaz
President and Prime Minister
Shahbaz Sharif, PTI chairman
Imran Khan and other political
parties, the ECP asked them to
avoid displaying animals in their
public gatherings

Terming the act as painful for
the animals, the ECP said few
political parties use animals for
the publicity of their electoral
mark in their rallies, which is
not right. )

Read more: LHC grants time
to ECP over nominations on
Punjab reserved seats

The ECP also mentioned the
verdict of the Islamabad High
Court directing the Ministry of
Climate Change 1o stop this
practice. .

It may be noted that in the
Mansehra rallv on  Sunday,
PML-N  leader Capt (Retd)
Safdar brought a tiger which
was stopped by the police from
taking him to the rally hall.ln a
letter penned to ~ Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
President and Prime Minister
Shahbaz Shanf, PTI chairman
Imran Khan and other political
parties, the ECP asked them to
avoid displaving ammals in their
public gatherings. )

Terming the act as painful for
the animals, the ECP said few
political parties use animals for

Sindh CM launches
rescue 1122
service in Karachi

KARACHLE: Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad A
Shah on Tuesday launched Sindh Emergency Senvice

{Rescue 1122) in Karachi

The launching ceremony of the Rescue 1122 service
was held at Karachi Metropolitan Corporation
{EMC)'s sports complex. CM Murad Ali Shah was the

chief guest of the ceremony.

Addressing the ceremony, CM Murad said that ini-
tally the service was launched in Karachi with 50
ambulances, adding that the emergency senvice would
be expanded to other Sindh cities in the coming days.

“Rescue 1122 will be launched in all the districts of
the province and for this 230 ambulances would be pro-
cured this vear in collaboration with the World Bank.”

said Murad,

He further shared that the government was planning
to merge all emergency services including police, fire

brigade, and other services
“Ambulance, firefighting,

service,” CM added

Murad Ali Shah further shared that the Rescue 1122

slice and other emer-
: . - -
gency services will also be included in the Rescue 1122

the publicity of their electoral
mark in thewr rallies, which is
not nght

Read more; LHC grants time
to ECP over nominations on
Punjab reserved seats

The ECP also mentioned the
verdict of the Islamabad High
Court directing the Ministry of
Climate Change to stop this
gl'actic&.ln a letter penned to

akistan Muslim League-Nawaz
President and Prime Minister
Shahbaz Sharif, PTT chairman
Imiran Khan and other political
parties, the ECP asked them to
avoid displaving animals in their
public gatherings Terming the
act as painful tor the ammals,
the ECP said few political par-
ties use animals for the publicity
of their electoral. INP

Pak dispatches second
humanitarian assistance
consignment to Ukraine

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on
Tuesday  dispatched  second
humanitarian assistance consign-
ment to Ukraine at the request of
the war-torm country

A special C130 aircraft flew to
deliver moare than 7.5 tons of
humanitarian assistance items for
the Ukraiman people

The 2nd batch of consignment
will be dispatched on Friday carry-
ing 7.5 tons of assistance

hese humanitarian assistance
packages include emergency med-
1gines, electro-medical equipment,
winter bedding and food 1tems.

Pakistan has  always  acted
promptiy alongside international
community for responding to
international calls for assistance
during conflicts and calamifies as a
responsible and peace loving
nation ; :

It's pertinent to mention that
first consignment of more than 15
ton was sent through two special
C-130 aireraft s from Noor Khan
Base in March. INP

Marrivum calls PTI's
long march 'Fall of Imran
at D-Chowk'

ISLAMABAD:  Minister for
Information and Broadcasting
Marriyum Aurangzeb on Tuesday
said Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf’s
(PFTI) long march was “Fall of
Imran at D-Chowk™ by terming
him a fugitive from D-Chowk.

In a tweet, she said that PTI vio-
lated the orders from Supreme
Court and committed contempt of
judiciary. MNow, what are they
demanding from the apex court?

The minister said that evil con-
sl:riram- of Imran to use the judicial
shoulder will also fail like failed
“riot march”. INP

Transporters of Capital
take benefit hike in
petroleum prices

ISLAMABAL:; The Transport
mafia of the federal capital has
become fully active after a_mas-
sive increase of 30 rupees in per
litre prices of the petroleum prod-
ucts a couple of davs earlier.

The transporters in the sheath
incresse in rates of petroleum have
escalated the fares on local routes
at their own by Rs10 per stop

The commuters were being
charged by the travellers at their
own will and one who objects was
asked to take oft and use a taxi cab
for ravelling,

The women and elderly people
were also not sprayed by the uned-
ucated and ill-mannered conduc-
tors. Another tactic used by the
transport mafia s that after Asar
time, the wvehicles on different
routes don’t complete route due to
which the commuter had to pay to
fare twice, thus the drivers get
additional money. NP

MEDIA TALK

MODEL FEDERAL BUDGET 2022-23 &
2AL & PROVINCIAL BUDGET PROPOSALS

ISLAMABAD:President Institute of Chatred Accouhntee of
Pakistan (ICAP) Ashfaq Yousaf Tola addressing a press conferce

Matiari to Lahore DC

Centre would be set up in all the districts with division-
al headquarters in each division INP

Matric students
compelled to give paper by
sitting on floor in Malir

KARACHT Amid a shortage of furniture at an exam-
ination centre in Malir, the students were compelled 1o
igiw: their annual paper by sitting on the floor in hot and
emigd weather conditions
. During examination, the students sitting on the floor
in a government school located at Malir's Murad
Memon Goth were writing their papers DesEm the
capacity of 500 students in the school, the Karach
BISE made the school, an examination centre for over
BO0 students,

As a result, more than 300 students were compelled
to sit on the floor for their fiinal examination in this hot
weather,

Upon contact, the controller examination said it is
the responsibility of the centre superintendent to ensure
facilities at the centre. Regretting the inconvenience
faced by the students, the Karachi BISE official said
they wifl take nofice of the matter,

Earlier, the question paper of mathematics got leaked
out minutes after the exam commenced at ¥ am in
Sukkur. Before the start of the S5C examinations the
ather day, the physics paper was leaked on WhatsApp
and other social media plattorms. The education author-
ities had declared 38 centre control officers responsible
for mismanagement in the orgamsation of annual
matticulation exams in Karachi [N

Pak-China coop on nanotechnology to
revolutionize production technologies

ISLAMABAD
Pakistan-China collabo-
ration on nanotechnology
to revolutionze produc-
tion technolopies. China

Economic Net (CEMN)
reported on Tuesday
quoting  Prof, Dr

Muhammad Ashraf,
Honorary Chairman  of
Pak-China bichealth
cooperation project, Ex-
Chairman  of Pakistan
Sorence and Foundation
“We are working in
collaboration with
Morthwest A&F
University, China, to
explore the effectiveness
of nano-muatrients such as
nano-biochar and liguid
formulations containing a
\"H'I'IE,-“T?{' (}1‘ nand-nuinents

to imFm_x-e the productiv-
ity of different potential
crops  such  as  wheat,
marze, and several som-
mer and winter vegeta-
bles”, said Prof. Dr.
Ashraf who is also Vice-
Chancellor  of  the
Umiversity of Lahore,

“In doing s0, we hope
to meet the challenpes of
food insecurity, especial-
Iy under the backdrop of
climate change™,  he
added.

Currently, water short-
age and temperature
extremities are affecting
crop production and gual-
ity in Pakistan. Dunng
the initial phase of the
experimentation  under
the cooperation project,

researchers conducted a
trial to maximize plant

water s L"F"Il'.!-'ltl'li.."_\_'
throueh VAFOUS
mulching

Together  with  the

nano-biochar application,
“This benefited the crop
water use efficiency 1o a
great extent  and
mcreased productivity to
signify large-scale ap]?’;l}l-

T,

cations”, Prof
Muhammad Ashral’ 1old
CEN

“Stress-tolerant  crops
{heat and drought-toler-
ant cultrvars) together
with water-saving tech-
nologies like mulching,
drip imgation, etc. will
help combat the climate
challenges™, Prof. Dr

Muhammad Ashraf rec-
ommends. According to
him, sigmficant progress
has been made over the
past decade, and numer-
olis stress-tolerant culti-
vars/genotypes of eco-
nomically important and
edible crops have been
identified. In  the next
step, the workgroup of
the cooperation project
will apply oroamc nano-
materials (o varous field
crops, including wheat,
maize, rice, cofton, and
sugarcane.” The experi-
ments of organic nano-
materials application will
be performed in the fields
af local farmers, which is
the ultimate objective of
this collaborative

research project_between
Pakistan and China to
promote agriculture and
revolutiomze  state-of-
the-art production tech-
nologies”, informed Prof
Dr. Muhammad Ashraf
Compared with chemi-
cal lertilizers, nano-fernl-
1zers  that contam
nanoparticles with sizes
ranging from [ to 100 nm
have been introduced
since the former releases
nutrients slowly in the
medium and has higher
nutrient use efficiency
Mano-fertilhizers have also
heen widely reporied as
promoters of the prowth
and vield of crops under
s tres s ful
environments, Onling

transmission project
successfully completed

ISLAMABAD As
Matiari converter sta-
tion resumed work lasi
week, the Matiari to
Lahore DC transmission
project successfully
completed  its  first
maintenance since its
commercial operation,
aceording to a reporl

published by China
Economic Met (CEN).
With summer fast

upon us, a safe and suc-
cessful supply of elec-
tricily matlers more
than ever. As one of
Pakistan's  electricity
life lines, the mainte-
nance of the 660 KV
HVDC  Transmission
Line project was of
ereat significance,

It is also the 1st ime
that Matiari and Lahore
converter stations, as
well as 18 control tow-
ers along the B86km
long 4000 MW 2660 kV
Matian-Lahore HV I
Line, stopped operation
in turns and conducted
maimlenance.

A team consisting of
120 staff from Pakistan
and China participated
in the work under
extreme heat, the
threats of the ongoing
pandemic and a tight
schedule.

It was highlighted

by the Mimstry of
Energy and China
Electnc Power
Equipment and

Technologyw
Co.Ltd {CET) that the
maintenance needs to
be done in a relatively
short period of ime
Thanks to adequate
preliminary research,
alter the Lahore ¢on-
verter station completed
its maintenance work,
the team quickly adjust-
ed its working plan and

manazed to reduce the
working hour at Matian
converter station from 8
hours to & hours.

The total  mainte-
nance work took only
13.5 hours—which
means the team has
minimized the impact
on the local’s liveli-
hood.

"I was touched by the
professionalism demon-
strated h;,- the Chinese
workers,” Abu Bakar
Abid, an engineer at the
mega project told the
reporter, " As record sei-
ting heat blast Pakistan,
Chinese workers had to

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Deguty Directoy Agricuture OFWM Killa Abdullah invites sealed percentage
fenders based on Composile Schedule of Rates. 2018, Govemment of
Balochistan for aligible bidders kor execution of following work under the project
Mafional Programme for improvement of Waieroourses & YWaler Storage Tanks
Phase-|| |Balochistan Component) PSDP Mo, 21[22018.1857] 2021-22 - -
Tendes Fea Rs. 1,000 in shaps of Grean Challan deposited in

wear  thick  working
suits and perform pre-
cise operations for us
under blistering heat.”
Since commercial
operation of the
+660kY Matiari-Lahore
HVDC transmission
project in September,
2021, the project has
continuously provided
stable, high-guality and
clean eleciric energy for
nearly 10 mallion local
households, with a
cumulative fransmis-
sion capacity of about
120illion kwh, The
successful execution of
maintenance, INP

S Nameof Workls

ECost  EMoney 2%

1 Const: of Water Slorage Tanks of Various Sizes 19,8389,6871 306,800~

Proscuresmenits shall be made under BPPRARules 2014

Basic Eligibllity: Regiszation with Pakistan Engineering Council 2021-22 in
relevant calegory as per Bidding Documants. Registralion with relevant taxation
departments & BRA (whare agplcable). The bidder musi have al least 3 year
expariance in relevant field. Tumover of last 3 years showing financial capacity
af the firm Method of Pracurament; Single Stage- Two Ervelope Procadure,
Issuance: Tender documents will be issued from the date of NIT published in
newspaparns 6l deadiing of bid submissian. The bidding documenis can be
abtzined from the ofice of the under-gigned of any working day or can be
downloaced from authorly websile against TSE No. 212205102002 Bid
Validity Pariod: 45 days. Deadiine of Bid submission: The lander should be
submitted on 16-06-2022 il 12:00 Sharp at the ofice of the undersigned.
Tender opening: Inialy Technical Proposal wil be opened on same day at fhe
affice of the under-signed al 01:00. Ervelape marked as Financial Proposal
shall be retained in the cusiody of Procuring Agancy. Addres's: Deputy Director
Agricutture On Farm Water Manzgemant District Kila Abduliah,
Contast Mo, 03134545155

PRQ Mo.4156/31-05-2022
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14 arrested in Gujranwala over mob lynching of scrap
dealer on suspicion of motorcycle theft

_Police in Gujranwala on Tuesday made |4 arrests in connection with mob lvnching of a scrap dealer on sus-
picions of him being a motorcycle thief. ) ) )

The first information report (FIR) of the incident, which identified the victim as Mohammad Ashraf, was
registered on the complainl of his brother Shaukat Ali at Aroop police station under Sections 147 {punishment

for noting),
The Flﬁ

149 (unlawtul assembly) and 302 {premeditated murder) of the Pakistan Penal Code
said that at around 1:30pm on Monday, Ashraf, who is a scrap vendor, was riding his motoreycle

near Pindi Bypass on GT Kead when he ran out of fuel and resorted to trudging his vehicle on foot.

Al said that he and two others were also on their motoreyeles when Ashraf left for Admore petrol pump for
refuelling He continued: "As he reached the pump, screaming and shouting began so 1 and my companions
immediately reached the vicinity of the petrol pump and saw that Ashraf was tied up to a Mazda car” and being
beaten by a man identified as Wagas Abbas.

The deceased’s brother alleged that another man named Mukhtar Ahmed was holding on to Ashraf while he
was being beaten and they later move him 1o an office. The FIR stated that another man identified as Asad tor-
tured Ashraf inside the office while Ageel Ahmed brought a rope to tie his hands

It said there were four to five unknown people around who were punching and kicking Ashraf. Al said the
suspects fled the scene when a police mobile approached. Ashrat was later taken to Gujranwala District

ALL

BALOCHISTAN
'WYERS REPRESENTATIVE
[ERENCE AT PRESS CLUB QUETTA

DATE: 3 145.2021

&

Ql'ETTA:"ﬂcc (‘.Ilairnﬁn Bar Council Qasim Gajjari addressing during a lawyers Conference in

in Provincial Capital.

Punjab CM directs
administration to
facilitate farmers

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister
Hamza Shahbaz Sharif on Tuesday
directed the administration (o facilitate
farmers and provide them fertilizers
on controfled rates.

[n a statement, the CM also directed
the administration to take action
against people who hold fertilizers in
their stock and sell them on higher
rates.

He said that farmers are his brothers
and he will make sure that farmers will
be facilitated as per their nghts INP

Indian troops
martyr two more
Kashmiri youth

in IIOJK

SRINAGAR: In Indian illegally
occupied Jammu and Kashmir, Indian
troops on Tuesday in their fresh act of
state terrorism martyred two more
Kashmiri youth in Pulwama district

According to the Media report, the
vouth were martyred by Indian troops
and paramilitary forces during & cor-
don and search operation in  Rajpora
village of the district while the opera-
tion was going on till {ast reports came
i,

The Indian troops also continued
their corden and search operations in
51'i11a53r_ Kupwara, Baramulla,

Bandipore,  Shopian,  Islamabad,
Kulgam , Doda, Rajouni and Poonch
districts.

Meanwhile, an Indian army officer
was injured in an explosion in
Saujivan area of Poonch district. INP

Power crisis
worsens as shortfall
hits 7,000 MW

LAHORE: The power crisis in the
country has worsened as the electrici-
ty shortfall peaked at 7,000 megawatts
(VW in the country

According 1o sources i the power
division on Tuesdav, the overall
demand for electricity in the country
stands at 28 350 MW against the sup-
ply of 21350 MW, causing a shortfall
of 7.000 MW

The shortfall has also increased the
duration of loadshedding in the coun-
try as different cities are facing 10 10
12 hours of loadshedding

Similarly, the shortfall of LESCO
has reached 8200 MW, according to
sources within power division

The sources said several power
plants running on gas, diesel and coal-
run are closed due to technical
faults INP

Nepra increases
electricity price
Rs3.99 per tariff

SLAMABAD: Increasing the bur-
den of inflation on  consumers,
Mational Electric Power Regulatory
Authority (MNepra) on Tuesday pave
approval to increase electricity fariff
price by Rs3 .99

The recommendation was to
mcrease by Rs® per unit from July |
this year bul Nepra increased Rs3 99
per tanft power tariff increase.

The government has started taking
“difficult decisions”™ adhering to the
International Monetary Fun%l {IME)
demands to end the subsidies on fuel,
electricity and food items for the
release of $1 billion loan ranche.

1t 15 pertinent 1o note that the prices
of Tuel have already been jacked up by
Rs30 per litre in line with the interna-
tional lender’s demand. INP

SHC summons ex-skipper
Sarfraz in land dispute case

KARACHID The Sindh High Coun
on Tuesday summaoned Tormer skipper
Sarfraz Ahmad in personal capacitv in
a case refated to constructing a pitch of
his  academy  while  allegedly
encroaching upon the limits of a girls’
college in North Nazimabad, Karachi

The row between the administra-
tions of Sarfraz Academy and a girls'
college regarding Iving of a pitch
inside the limits of a college has
become aggravated as the latter has
taken the matter to the Sindh High
Court INP

LHC directs ECP to decide on
notification of Punjab MPAs
on reserved seats by June 2

LAHORE: The Lahore High
Court (LHC) on Tuesday
directed the Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
to decide the pending petitions
of the PTI and the PML-N
regarding the non-issuance of a
notification of five MPAs on
the reserved seats in Punjab
Assembly by June 2

While ﬁearing petitions
against the non-issuance of the
notification of Punjab MPAs on
the reserved seats, LHC Chief
Justice Muohammad Ameer
Bhatti directed the ECP 1o
decide the petition even if no
one appeared

The LHC chief justice heard
the petitions including that of
PTI leader Sibtain Khan Punjab
Election Commissioner Saeed
Gul Khan appeared before the
court

Law officers including Hafiz
Adeel Ashraf from the ECP also
appeared before the court

“Explain! Why did you not

Nepal keen to enhance
cooperation in tourism,

mountain adventure: Envoy

[SLAMABAD Ambassador of
Mepal to Pakistan, Tapas Adhikan
on Tuesday said that there are vast
opportunities between Pakistan
and Nepal in various fields of
tourism  including  mountain
adventure which should be tapped
on prionty

akistan and MNepal have the
highest mountain peaks in the
world, including Mount Everest
and K2, where mountaineers, who
come every year and get interna-
tional fame by demonsirating their
skills in this sport, he said

Embassy of Mepal in Islamabad
orzanized @ programme here on
Tuesday to commemaorate the first
ascent to the Mt Ewverest by
Tenzing MNorgay Sherpa and
Edmund Hillary on 29 May 1953,
Tapas Adhikan, Ambassador of
MNepal to Pakistan, welcomed the
guasts to the programme and con-
gratulated Abdul Joshi on his
recent ascent 10 the Mt Everest on  sector in both the countries for the
May 16, 2022, On the occasion, movement and promotion INP

PML-Q wants
PTI to delay
Islamabad long march

LAHORE: Punjab Assembly
Speaker Chaudhry Pervaiz
Elahi and Pakistan Muslim
League-Quaid {PML-0Q) senior
leader Chaudhry Pervaiz Elaha

issue the notification?” the
chief justice asked from DG
Law of the ECP

“We are issuing the notifica-
tion. Petitions have been
received from the PTI and the
PML-N only after the de-seat-
ing of the members. The date
for decision on these petitions
i3 June 2. DG Law of the ECP
told the court.

“The ECP has been made a
party in the petitions. Motices
were issued to hear both the

arties, June 2 has been fixed
or hearing of the issue,” he
added.

Lawver of the PTL, however,
blamed the ECP for deliberate-
ly delaying issuance of the noti-
fication of Punjab MPAs on the
reserved seats.

After listening to the argu-
ments of the ECP and the PTT's
lawyer, the LHC chief justice
directed the ECP to decide the
issue by June 2 as per the
law INP

the Ambassador said that there are
vast  opportunities  between
Pakistan and Mepal in this field,
which would require further coop-
eration between the two countries
in the future Ambassador said thal
Pakistan and Nepal are the coun-
tries connected to the Himalayan
region, where there are many
opportunities  for tounsm  and
other adventures. He said that 2
million tourists visit Mepal every
year, where the zovernment is
committed to provide all kinds of
Facilities 1o them. Ambassador
said that direct air flight was
essential for economie, trade and
other cooperation between the two
countries. He said that both the
countries have beautiful views of
nature and tourist destinations, so
a direct air link is essential for the
promotion of tourism in both the
countries. He said thal wansporta-
tion and logistics was an essential

including the PTI's movement
againsl the government

A well-placed source has told
‘ARY MNews' that Elahi advised
Qureshi to delay long march by

has reportedly suggested PTI  a month. “PTI should avoid
Vice Chairman Shah Mehmood  holding an immediale long
Qureshi for delaying the long march towards,” Elahi was

march towards Islamabad by at
least & month

The suggestion from PML-Q
to PTI came during a meeting
between PTL Vice Chairman
Shah Mehmood Qureshi and
Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi held on
Monday in Lahore.

Qureshi’s son Zain Qureshi
and former federal minister
Meoonis Elahi were also present
on the occasion Both the lead-
ers discussed the current politi-
cal situation 1in the country and
matters of muteal interest,

quoted as saying

Pervaiz Elahi while speaking
during the meeting said that
Imran Khan is fighting for a real
independence and he would
stand with him in this fight.

Shah Mahmood Qureshi said
that their struggle would contin-
ue unless a ftresh election 15
announced “lmran Khan only
wants a fresh election,” he zaid
and added that they would con-
tinue their fight against a cor-
ruption and looting spree in the
country. INP

Headquarters Hospital for treatment where he succumbed to his injuries. ; :
"This was sheer injustice," the complainant said as he requested the initiation of legal proceedings against

the suspects

Meanwhile, Punjab police said the perpetrators of the incident will be punished as "no citizen is allowed to

take the law into their own hands.

A statement from Gujranwala police spokesperson quoted CPO Syed Hamad Abid as saying that raids were
being conducted to make more arrests )

The statement said that three police personnel, including Assistant Sub-inspector Waheedullah, were also
fired for "negligence and carelessness” and a case was registered against them

"Providing justice without any discimination 15 the first prionty of the district police. No one will be
allowed to take the law into their own hands, and law-breaking elements will be dealt with iron hands," CPO

Abid said

Punpab Inspector General of Police []r(jF} Rao Sardar Al Khan also ook notice of the incident and sought a
report. He divected CPO Abid to conduct an inguiry and said that strict legal action should be taken against
those involved in the violence Punjab Chief Minister Hamza Shehbaz also took notice of the incident. He sum
moned a report from the 1GP and ordered a comprehensive inquiry Web Desk

Child abusers to now get death
sentence in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

In view of the increased num-
ber of child abuse cases report-
ed across Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
the provincial assembly passed
a "Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Child
Wellare
{Amendment) Act, 20227
introduced by
provincial Law Minister Fazle

Protection and

The bill —

Four killed as bus
overturned in
Ghotki

GHOTKI: At least four
Eersons were killed and
20 others  sustained
injuries when a passenger
bus overturmed in here on
Tuesday. }

According to  police

sources, the ill-fated pas-
senger bus was guing (4]
Karachi  from  Azad
Jammu and Kashmir,
when it turmed turtle at
Sukkur-Multan
Maotorway near point 8%
_ Getting the informa-
tion, rescue teams reached
the spot and moved the
bodies and injured to the
Taluka hospital . Later, the
10 eritically injured pas-
sengers were shifted to
the Rahim Yar Khan hos-
pital,

The injured are said 1o
be residents of different
areas of Sindh and
Punjab, the police said.

One of the deceased
was identified as Zeshan

Ahmad from Sahiwal
while the identities of the
other deceased are yet to
be ascertained

According 1y
Motorway Police.  the

accident occurred as the
drver of the bus slept
while driving. INP

Two die as car
rams into trailer
near Uch Sharif

LICH ISH.-'\E{]F e
persons died and one sus-
taimed critical injuries
after a car they were trav-
elling in rammed into a
trailer from the rear at M-
5 Jhangra Interchange
near Uch Sharif on
Tuesday.

“The deceazed were on
the way to Lahore from
Hyderabad.” motorway
police said

“The condition of the
third is said to be critical,”
they added

The motorway police
and  rescue  personnel
reached the spot after
being informed of the
accident

They shifted the bodies
and the injured to Uch
Sharif Hospital. INFP

8-vear-old abducted
girl found dead n

Sargodha
SARGODHA: An B-
yvear-old @il named

Mafiya Zainab, who was
reportedly abducted yes-
terday, has been found
dead i a ditch on
Tuesday

According to details,
the girl was abducted
from Dera Ali
Muhammad Chak Syeda
when she was seni to
bring a swing rope by a
school — teacher  The
teacher wormied when she
did not return to school
after a long time. INP

ISLAMABAD: Zhang Baozhong, Chairman China Overseas Ports Holding Company

Pakistan {Pvi.) Ltd called on Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue Miftah Ismail

at Finance Division.

sentence.

Imprisonment which

also be fined Ra2-5 million

Shakoor in the House — says
that the child abusers will now
get life imprisenment or death

n the other hand,
whoever commits child pornog-
raphy shall face 14 years of
may
extend to 20 wvears and shall

"The person whose name is
entered or appearing in the
Rt%istcr of Sexual Offenders
shall not be employed in any
organisation relating to or deal-
ing with children in the
province,” said the bill, adding
that those who share rape
videos shall be jailed for E]t}
vears and fined up 1o Rs2 mil-
fion, 1t also said that those who
give employment to someone
who has committed such a
crime will be jailed for five
rears and fined up to Rs10 mil-

o0,

The bill also said that those
who are involved in child traf-
ficking will either be sentenced
1o life imprisonment or they
could also face [4-20 wvears
behind the bars

[t further zaid that the cases
of child sexual abuse will be
heard in child protection courts
and the case must will be com-
pleted within 30 days. The DNA
and video will be used as evi-
dence. The person whose name
is entered or appears in the
Register of Sexual Offenders
shall be prohibited to travel on
any public transport and from
entering  public places, Web
Dresk

PIA to charge private Hajj
pilgrims in dollars

ISLAMABAD. For the first time
i history, Pakistan International
Airhines (PIA) will charge fares in
US dollars from private Hay ml-
grims

According to details, the national
flag carrier — Pakistan
International Airline (PIA)}) —on
Tuesday unveiled ticketing details
for Hapy operations, likely 1o begin
from June & The airfares for the pil-
grims from Southern region and

orthern region are hkely to
remain in the range of %810 to
$1,100 and $860 to $1.150 respec-
tively, according to PIA.The deci-

ston to charge pilgrims flying on a
private scheme in dollars was taken
ong and half years back but ats
implementation

could not take

place due 1o the COVID pandemic

Separately, the Ministry of
Religious Atfairs has delayed the
announcement of flight operation
for Hay 2022 as it failed to make a
final decision

The session for finalising the Haj%
policy chaired by the secretary o
the Mimistry of Religious Aftairs
remained inconclusive.

The Hajj flight operation has
been restricted to five cities instead
of eight, whereas, the Hajj flhights
will begin on June 5 or 6.

The airlines including Pakistan
[nternational Airlines (P1A) are fac-
ing difficulties to devise the Haj)

flight plans that had earlier been
decided to commence from May
JLINP

visit of Turkey.

\ R
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharifl departing for a 3-day official

Dry weather to persist in
most areas of country

ISLAMABAD: Fakistan
Metrological  department  on
Tuesday forecast that weather will
remain hot and dry In most parts of
the country

According to met office report,
weather will remain dry in
[slamabad during day. However, in
the evening or night. the sky will be
overcast and rain is expected with
thunderstorm and strong wind.

Most areas of Punjab will remain
in the grip of heat and dry condi-
tions will persist, The south dis-
tricts of the province will face
extreme heatwave

However, rain is expected to lash
Potohar, Gujranwala, Gujrat,
Sargodha, Sialkot, Naorowal "and
Lahore with thunderstorm and
strong winds, Faisalabad, Multan,
Sahiwal, Bahawalpur. Bhakkar.
Lavya, Ralum Yar Khan and Dera
Ghazi Khan are also expected to
receive rain,

According to weather report. hot
and dry conditions will persist in
most areas of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. But after noon, Dir,
Swat, Malakand, k ohistan,
Mansehra, Abbottabad, Kohat,
Khyber, Mehmand, Kurram,
Haripur and Peshawar are expected
by be lashed by rain. thunderstorm
and strong winds.

Bannu and Dera lsmail Khan are
also likely to soaked in rain. Most
areas of Sindh will remain hot and
dry. But n the afternoon, dusty
winds are expected to hit

The Met office report savs that
several areas m Balochistan will
remain in the grip of heat. But in
the afterncon, dusty winds will
break the momentum.

In Gilgit-Baltistan and Kashmir,
the weather will remain partially
cloudy and many areas are expect-
ed to receive rain coupled with
thunderclap and strong winds, [NP

Rupee continues to recover
on IMF funding hopes

KARACHIL: The Pakistami rupee's
uptrend persisted on Tuesdav as the
currency pained 0.30% apainst the
US doflar in the interbank market,
closing at Rs198 46,

There has been a concern about
what would happen if the
International Monetary Fund (IMF)
does not revive the stalled multi-bil-
lion dollars programme, however, fol-
fowing the massive hike in the price
of petroleum products — a preregui-
site set by the lender — the currency
market reacted posinvely to the fast-
changing developments

Maoreover, the local currency
recovered in view of the interest rate
hike and the State Bank of Pakistan’s
(SBP) measures 1o cul imporls and
reduce inflationary pressures,

Analvsts believe that with the
recent measures taken by the govern-
menl o reverse petroleum subsidy
partially. the IMF seems to be a done
deal Further, this would prove bene-
ficial for Pakistan as the long-
impending approval from the IMF for
the seventh review (worth £200 mil-

lion) would unlock more inflows
from other multilateral donors as
well.

Since the bemnning of this fiscal
vear {(July 1, 2021) to date, the rupee
1as collectively dropped by a massive
25 97% (or Rsd(.92) compared to the

revious fiscal wear's close at

5157.54 The rupee has maintained a
downward trend for the last 13
months. It has lost 30.33% H_Inr
Rsd6 19 to date, compared to the
record hieh of Rsl532 27 recorded in
May 2027 There has been a concern
sbout what would happen if the
International Monetary Fund (IMF)
does not revive the stalled multi-bil-
lon dollars programme, however, fol-
lowing the massive hike in the price
of petrolesm products 4 prerequi-
site sel by the lender — the currency
market reacted positively 1o the fast-
changing developments Moreover,
the local currency recovered in view
of the interest rate hike and the State
Bank of Pakistan's (SBF) measures to
cut imports and reduce inflationary
pressures. [MP




