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Wildfires continue to
ravage KP districts
for second day

lah ‘welcomes’ Imran as

PTI leaders confirm return to Bani
Gala for core commitee meeting

ISLAMABADAs members of
the former PTI government con-
firmed Imran Khan's plans 1o
return_to Islamabad for a core
committee  meeting,  Interior
Minister Rana Sanaullah on
Sunday ‘“welcomed' him, saving
the police personnel protecting the
former prime mimster  would
arrest him "with great enthusiasm”
once his pre-arrest bail expires.

Former interior minister Sheikh
Rasheed told Dawn.com that the
former prime minister was plan-
ning to chair the core commitiee
meeting  at Bam Gala, Another
aide, Shahbaz Call told reporters
outside Bani Gala that lmran was
on his way and that the meeting
would be held shortly.

Former information minister
Fawad Chaudhry, said 1in g tweet
that members of the core commait-
tee had bepun armving at Bam

ala

The PTI chief had remained in
Peshawar instead of his Bam Gala
residence ever since he began his
party's 'Hageeqi Azadi March' on

May 25, in which police clashed
with party workers amid reports of
sporadic violence. Imran returned
to Peshawar since the march
abruptly ended the following day.

The day the marchers disband-
ed, Imran and other top PT1 lead-
ers were booked in oa number of
cases at multiple police stations
across Islamabad over allegations
of arson and wvandalism. He
received pre-arrest bail until June
25 from the Peshawar High Court,
which instructed him to appear
before the Islamabad sessions
court before the expiry of his pre-
arrest hal,

Late Saturday night, the
Islamabad Police ‘said that in the
view of Imran's "expected arnval",
security around Bani Gala has
been strengthened and placed on
high alert. But they sad nothing
official had been announced with
repard to Imran's return

However, until now lslamabad
Police has not received any con-
firmed news of return from Tmran
Khan's team." the Islamabad

Wildfires continue to ravage

Wildfires continued to ravage
five  districts of  Khvber
Pakhtunkhwa for a second day on
Sunday, prompting Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif o d?ﬂnx twio heli-
copters to aid in firehghting efforts
in Swat According to rescug offi-
citls and locals, the wildfires broke
out in different areas of districts
Shangla, Haripur, Swat, Lower Dir
and Mohmand on Saturday, claim-
ing the lives of four members of a
family and injuring one other.

On Sonday, as the fires contin-
ped to bum, PM Shehbaz said he
had passed orders for helicopters 1o
be Flc-wn to Swat to help the
Mational Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA) put out the
wildfires The premier said that two
choppers were being immediately
sent to the area at the NDMA's
request. "The full aerial support
will boost the efforts of Rescue
1122, district administration and

LAHORE: A gy
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of the Provincial Capital,

KP districts for second day

}'girl searching food in garbage in the slum area

forest department to extinguish the
fire," he said Sub-divisional forest
officer, Zahid Hussain, told
Dawn.com that the fire at Chakesar
Ali Jaan Kaprai had been extin-
guished after two days of hectic
efforts of forest officials, Rescue
1122 and podice teams Web Desk

o

PM Shehbaz calls for
'srand dialogue' for

police tweeted

"Secunity Dhvision has deploved
dedicated security in Bani Gala
List of people in Bani Gala not
provided vet to Police. Section 144
15 imposed in Islamabad and anv
congreaation is not allowed as per
orders of Disinet Mamstrate,” it
further stated.

The police added that Imran
would be provided cutnFiete Secu-
rity as per the law and "reciprocal
cooperation is expected from secu-
rity teams of Imran Khan as well”

Meanwhile, there were media
reports that the PTT's core commil-
tee meeting would be held at Bam
Gala, Former interior minister
Sheikh Rashid confirmed to
Dawn.com that the former prime
mimster 5 planming to chair the
mecting Addressing Imran's possi-
ble return, Sanaullah "welcomed™
him and said as per the law, he was
being provided security. However,
he said that “same security” would
arrest the PFTI chairman with
"oreat enthusiasm” as soon as his
pre-arrest bail expires Web Desk

A security man
martyred,
another injured
in a blast in
Kech district

From Our Correspondent

Securily personnel was martyred
and another got injured in a blast in
Balochistan’s

Kech district on

Sunday. Secunty sources said the
terrorists targeted the vehicle of
security personnel through an
improvised explosive device (1IED)
in £amran area of the district.

One security personnel was mar-
tyred in the attack and another sus-
tained injuries, The injured securi-
ty personnel was shifted to the hos-
pital for medical treatment,

Security personnel reached the
area and started an investigation
into the incident.

PM Shehbaz
approves allocation
of helicopters to
douse Swat
forest fires

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister
Shehbaz Shanl has directed to pro-
vide two helicopters to extinguish
the inferno i the forest area of
Swat,

At the request of the local
administration, Shehbaz  Shanf
also directed that air support be

Rana Sanaullah ‘welcomes’
Imran as PTI leaders
confirm return to Bani Gala
for core commitee meeting

LAHORE:Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif addressing at the inauguration of Indus Hospital,

Balochistan to be given due share in

federal budget 2022-23:

Stafl Reporter

to bring Balochistan at par
with other parts of the

Federal Mainister for
PFlanning an
Development, Ahsan 1gbal
has said that Balochistan
would be given special
attention regarding devel-
opment projects in the
financial budget for the
year 2022-13, despite the
econpomic  downturm, He
expressed these while alk-
ing 1o Jamal Shah Kakar,
the Balochistan President
of the Pakistan Muslim
League () on Sunday.
“Balochistan would be
given priority in the devel-
opment  budeet”, the
Federal Minister stated.
The federal povernment
has already announced to
allocate substantial funds

Country.

Ahsan Igbal stated thar
Balochistan  would  be
given its due share keeping
in view its backwardness
“Development of back-
ward areas 15 one of the fop
priorities of the Ere:ienl
government”, the Federal

finister said

The development and
prospenty of Balochistan
need to harness the poten-
fial of the
Balochistan. The federal
eovernment has made the
development of backward
areas ong of the top prio-
ties amd special amennon
will be miven to the educa-
tional development of the
peaple of Balochistan.

g sad that we are

vouth  of

working in different ways
o make full use of the tal-
ented
Balochistan. The CPEC
Industrial Project heralds a
great era of development
and prosperity not enly for
Gwadar and Balochistan
but for the entire country
The China-Pakistan
Economic Cortidor project

youth of

Ahsan Igbal

i5 of key importance in
bulding  the  future
Special attention will be
riven 1o Balochistan in the
ederal budeet. Major proj-
ects will be included in the
forthcoming federal budgo-
et for the development and
Emsperl!}.-' of the youth and
ackward areas of the
province

Efforts on to bring women of
Balochistan into national

Mews Desk

QUETTA; Inspecior
Gencral  Frontier  Corps
{North) Balochistan.

Muhammad Yousal Majoka
has said that efforis were
underway to bring the youth
of Balochistan  including
women into the nationa
mainstream. He expressed
these views while address-
ing the passing oul parade of
WOl en recruils in
Balochistan's Sibe city on
Sundayv. The IG FC north
wis the Chiel Guest of the
pazsing ol parade, Most of
the women who had jomed
the FC belonged 1o varicus
parts of Balochistan, During
the training, the women

recruils were given special
military trammng to play
their due rele m maintaiming
law and order situation in
Balochistan G FC Morth
Balochistan, Muhammad
Yousal Majoka during the
assing  oul Ceremoty in
St %’hmn provided by

ISPRAddressing the passing
oul parade and swearing-in
ol the second

CETEMONnY

mainstream: 1G FC

batch of Lady Soldisrs, the
FC Chicl congratulated the
passing oul Lady Recruis
for successfully complating
the training and joining the
force He wrged the lady
recruits to serve the mother-
land with pride, honor and
dignity. He said that FC
Balochistan 15 & well-orpan-
ized and  well-equipped
force with all modem capa-

mlitses and professionalism

Earlicr, the special suest
inspected the parade and
alzo  distributed  prizes
among the necruits who
rendered excellent perform-
ance during the lraining.
Fhe ¢eremony was attended
by Sector Commander East,
FC officials. tnbal elders
and civil sociely represe-
Latyes.

nation to progress

Prime Minmister Shehbaz Sharif on Sunday called for a "grand dialogue!
between all stakeholders over vital sectors of the economy for the nation
L0 progress - : :

Addreszing the inauguration ceremony of Indus Hospital in Lahore, the
PM said that a consensus should be developed over the national economy
in such a manner that it "should not be disrupted with changes of govern-
ments"

He opimed that there were certain sectors of the économy like 1T and
industrialisation through which the coumtry could move ahead

The prime minister underlined that those stakeholders should think
"above themselves and their personal likes and dislikes" and accord top
prionty to the proghess and prospenty of the nation.

He said no one should have permission to do politics on health, agncul-
wre etc. "You need o see the bigper picture, vou will have to kill your ego
for the nation's prosperity,” he added, The "grand dialogoe™ on economy
mirrors the premier's calls Tor 2 "charter of economy™ he has made in the
past. most recently on Mav 27, INP '

provided immediately to control

the fire in Babuzai aréa.

It is pertinent to mention here
that at least four people including
three women were dead as fire
erupted in Swat’s mountainous For-
esl, Chaksair on Saturday Rescue
teams along with the locals of
Chakswar tried to control the fire
and carned out relief operations As
per initial reports, four people
including three women have been
dead in the fire. The locals said ini-
tially fire broke out at four spots in
Swat’s mountainous forest, Brekot,
Charbagh Kot, Kabal Segram and
Chaksair According 1o a local
Journalist of the area, the fire that
erupted a week ago has been
almaost put under control. INP

his greetings to all

‘nvironment Day

President for sustai
practices to address climate change

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Anf Alvi Sunday said
that the adverse impacts of climate change needed to
be reversed by adopting sustainable consumption prac-
tices, pmta-::tmf__! J'Iﬂl'l.l[ﬂl] 'ﬁ-’_ﬂIE‘I' FESOUICES, EJ'IS'LLFITIIg fer-
tile sonl and taking collective transformative action on
a global scale by developing partnerships with all con-
cemed authorities to save our planet Earth

_ The president expressed these views while offening
akistanis and environment-loving
eople around the world on the occasion of World

The 2022 World Environment Day campaign
“HOnlyOneEarth’ calls for’collectve, transformative

nable consumption

action on a global seale to celebrate, protect and restore
the planet Earth

The president said that Pakistan was among the
worst-hit couniries in terms of climate change due to
fast melting glaciers, unpredictable ram patterns, dry
spelts and drying up of our water sources which posed
serious challenges to the government and to the people
of Pakistan. .

Highlighting the need for environment-friendly
practices, he said that it was achievable by educating
our youth about dealing with this challenge and adapt-
ing the methods of the green environment today for a
better future.

Looming threat of climate change and Balochistan

Sved Muhammad Qaseem

Climate change is a long-term change in temperature and seasonal con-
ditions. Many people think that global warming is just a fse in tempera-
ture but that is just the stan of the story Climate change can result in
droughts, Mooding, arise in sea levels, a threat 1o biodiversity, and severe
storms, Climate change is caused both by nature and by humans. Since the
1800s humans have participated the most in global warming by burning
fossil fuels ie coal, gas, and oil. These fossils emit greenhouse gases that
trap the heat coming from the sun,

BALOCHISTAN MORE PRONE TO CLIMATE CHANGE

Pakistan's temperature is increasing by 1 centigrade each year due to
global warming. According to the climate change performance index
CCPI), Pakistan is the 7th most vulnerable country in the world and
Balochistan especially. Droughts have hit Balochistan in different areas
many times, Earlier Quetta had 100 Karezes and Mastung had 230 but now
only one or two of them are left in Mastung.

ceording to an environmental specialist, Quetta city will be complete-
Iv drv in nearly 5 to 6 vears, The ignorance of the government and the
poverty of the province make the situation worse in to fight against the cli-
mate change as the Daily Averagé income of more than half of
Balochistan's population is 2 dollars. 85% percent of the provinge’s popu-
lation is dependent on agriculture and the droughts have affected the
income of many Tamilies

CALUSES

Deforestation

One of the major causes of climate change in Balochistan is deforesta-
tion, Due to less supply of Sui gas,fpmple cut down trees for coeling pur-
pn?es 1:'::1 many areas. Increasing deforestation is decreasing biodiversity.

iarbage:

G-a:h:j._ba.e can be seen on each corner of the street, which shows the poor
performance of the govenment. Landfills of garbage are also the main
source of methane emissions that cause global warming.

Depleting water level:

o A aral Py AR
The city 15 overpopulated and many illegal twbe wells are installed
According to WASA, there are around 6000 illegal tube wells in Quetta
These mbe wells are decreasing the underground water level rapidly
Eardier water was available at 100 1o 200 feet but now it is available at
more than 200 feet.

Impacts

Dyoughis:

The most dangerous effect of climate change on Balochistan is Extreme
droughts, which the province is facing already. Barkan 15 in 8 more dan-
gerous condifion as it had a prolonged drought of 22 months from the yvear

199% 10 2001 Quetta has faced extreme droughts in the vears 2000, 2004,
and 2008

Threat to Biodiversity:

Balochistan has a nch biodiversity, famous wild ammals and birds
found in the province are Markhor, Chakor, etc. The depletion of Karezes
and Chashmas (springs) has endangered these species The migratory birds
traveled from Russian Siberia to Hana Lake, Quetta, and then towards
Sindh but now they have vanished

The danger of mass Migration:

There will be mass migration in Balochistan due to droughts which will
possess adverse impacts, The province is already distributed by the migra-
tian of Afehan refugees which created differences between Pashtun and
Baloch ethnic groups. The politicians are the only ones which benefited
from the situation as it enhanced their politics.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The ignorant government is unaware that how climate change will affect
the economy and stability of our province. In erder to avoid deforestation,
the Sui gas supply must be provided at lower costs to Ziamat and Zhob,
Dams have to be built to store water, and then the stored water can be used
in drought-like situations. Former Pime Minister Imran Khan’s program
of planting 100 million trees should be supervised. An awareness program
i5 necessary for the provinee to switch from fossil fuels to solar and wind
energy. Insiallation of tube wells

should be banned

CONCLUSION

Pakistan has signed the Paris agreement on climate change so the inter-
national community should help Pakistan as it is the seventh most vulner-
able country to climate change but its emissions are 0.7% which is nearl
negligible. As a developing country with limited resources and poverty, it
is very difficult for Pakistan to fight against Climate change.

The author is a student of software engineering at Balochistan
University of Science Engineering and Information Technology
{BUITEMS). He can be reached at @ przbridfdfln on Twiter




EDITORIAL

People at the mercy of

Monday.June,06.2022 | Quetta Voice

tanker mafia in Quetta

Most of the government-owned water supply schemes/tube wells in Quetta
and either dysfunctional or provide water to specific posh areas of the city,
This situation has lefi the people in this provincial capital at the mercy of the
tanker mafia, which has been minting money right under the nose of the con-

cerned authorities.

The Water and Samitation Authority (WASA) has totally failed to provide
water to the citizens and ensure the functioning of its dysfunctional tube
wells. The Authority 15 a good emplover with around 2,000 employees but it
is least bothered about the woes of the masses, -

Also Read: WASA fails to provide water in Qluetta as tankers strike enters

9th day

The tanker mafia 15 charging from Rs. 1,000 to 3,000 per tanker in various
parts of the provincial capital, The administration has failed to ensure one
fixed price per tanker. The consumers are unaware that the tanker’s water is
clean or contaminadted, It is the decision of the tanker driver and owner to

rovide clean er contaminated water. The citizens have no forum to chal-
enge the quality and price of the water,

e water scarcity issue continues to intensify with every passing day as

underzround water continues to deplete in Quetta an

Fiahcﬁi stan,

other parts of

Maost of the private-owned tube wells have also dried up because of the
depleting water table. People are now installing tube wells in valleys to use
naturally reserved water for our next generations.

With no strategy, the provincial government has allocated billions of
rupees for installing new tube wells in Quetta and other parts of Balochistan
In this month of June, one can see installing of tube wells in almost all parts
of the city, which houses more than three million people, The %rimary con-

cern of the government and the masses is (o install tube wells w

the depleting water table. Most of the influential

wells at their homes with no or zero action from W,
Engineering Department

As early as possible, Chief Minister Mir Duddus_BizenFLﬂ led coalition
Jamiat ul Ulema e Islam (JUT) and Balochistan Mational

ile ignoring

g&uglc have installed tube
ASA

and the Public Health

lus
arty (Mengal) from

the so-called opposition are trying hard 1o ensure maximum use of the Public
Sector Development Program (PSDP).

The government has fmled to realize the sensitivity and gravity of the sit-
vation when it comes to depleting water tables. Most of the green areas in the
provinee have turned into deserts now. The forest fire in Sherani will be hav-
ing a disastrous impact on the écosvsiem in the north of the province

Media and Planning

The  technology
revolution has
achieved a new stage
of human develop-
ment. It has aston-
ishing and tremen-
dous  effecis on
human behavior,
thinking and atti-
tude. Unprecedented
developments  took
place in the field of
commination due to
which, for the first
time in human histo-
ry, the field of infor-
mation has achieved
immense impor-
tance, therefore, the
21st Century 1s also
called the century of
Informatiaon
Technology.

With the increase
in _the sources of
immformation, conse-
quenily, research
and analysis have
bccmn{: more 1mpaor-
tant. The overflow of
information has
compelled people to
differentiate

between relevant and
irrelevant. positive
and mnegative news,
In this age of tech-
nology, ﬁ}e_suhjecl
of information has
become a science
and now Information
Literacy iz included
as a subject in the
course of universi-
ties of the developed
countries, )
“We have to equip
students, teachers,
and officials to han-
dle an overflow of
information”™
Today it is not
enough to decorate
aur educational
institutions, offices,
homes, and libraries
with electromice tech-
nology. rather we
will ﬁave to equip
our students. teach-
ers, officials, and
others with the capa-
bility to appropriate-
Iy handle this over-
ow of Information.
In comparison
with the Information
coming from the
conventional sources
i.e., the teacher,
books,s, etc, today
information is flood-
ed in the market by
the internect, as a
result. it becomes
very difficult for stu-
dents and others to

distinguish between
fake and real, wron
and right, good an
bad news. It is the
time when you need
the adequate capa-
bilities 10 select the
news as per your
requirements for the
rurpose. Information
iteracy is used as a
proper method to
practice access Lo
information and ana-
lyze and organize it

In this atmosphere
of hybrid war, it is
necessary for media
workers in general
while the media
manggers, 10 partic-
ular, to abundantly

equip  themselves
with information lit-
Bracy

An information lit-
erate PErson 15 sup-
posed to have the
capacity and capa-
bility to select suit-
able sources of
information., which
are beneficial and in
accordance with the
fixed targets
Information literacy
is actually the ability
to fully understand
the whole system of
information. In this

atmosphere of
hybrid war. it is nec-
essary for media

workers in general

while the media
managers, in partic-
ular, to abundantly
equip  themselves
with information lit-
eracy. Workers in the
media industry musi
realize the chal-
lenges as well as the
opportunities in the
ever-changing situa-
tion of information,

As media man-
agers ot the govern-
ment, it s ounr duty
to  understand the
positive and nega-
tive aspects of the
propaganda [ infor-
mation, so that we
can adopt a competi-
tive media plan to
achieve our required
tarpets of national
interest and 1mpor-
tance.

World powers tak-
ing a keen interest in
Balochistan, espe-
cially Gwadar

At the end of the
20th Century, the sit-
uation of the world
and particularly of
this region became
reshaped. After the
fall of the Soviet
Union and the free-
dom of Central
Asian  States. the
I'L:gll'.'r]'lﬂ.l scenario
was changed and the
geographical and
strategic importance

By Aurangzaib Kasi

of the coastal belt of
Balochistan particu-
larly Gwadar was
enhanced by many
folds. It is common
to say that the power
of the 2lst Century
will go to the coun-
try which controls
the energy corridor,
In  this  rapidly
changing situation,
all powers/Torces are
taking a keen inter-

est 1n Balochistan
and particularly
Gwadar, The situa-
tion  has  created
challenges and
opportunities at the
same time.  The

media has got impor-
tant responsibilities

to ifferentiate
between wrong and
right tendencies,

help analyze the sit-
vation and organize
and promote a devel-
opment-friendly
action plan. To attain
this purpose. a com-
prehensive  media
plan is required to be
prepared and imple-
mented.

The author is the
Director-General
Public Relations
(DGPR) Balochistan

He can be reached
at aurangra-
ibkasil 985 gmail ¢
om

T vote for your repre-
sentative 15 the basic
right we all have, butitis
not  something  that
women had  hefore
Women could not vote
due to the patriarchal
beliel” thal women were
not fit to be part of the
political system

Women were only fit
for household roles as per
the 19th and 20th-century
beliefs established by the
privileged, white men of
Europe  and  MNorth
Ameriga, The first wave
of Temmism that emerged
in Europe and the US,
demanded the nmght to
vote. According to the
first wave, women were
nol some objects o be
limited to households,
thev had their own identi-
ties and could be phe-
nomenal leaders such as
Margaret Thatcher.

August 26 15 celebrat-
ed as Women Equality
[3av

26 August is celebrated
worldwide a5 Women
Equality Day- the day
when women in the
United States pot the
right to vote for the first
time in history when the
nineteenth  amendment
was adopted 1 1920,
Ewer since then, women's
equality has long been
debated, and to ensure
that there 15 no disparity
in women's representa-
tion in-every field, Goal 5
of Sustainable
Development Goals
(5D0Gs) ensures equality
for women, but we are far
from reaching that point

75 vears later, women
are still fighting for equal

representation
Pakistan, and progress
towards pender equality

has been slow and
reversible. Women are
more likelv to be poor,
illiterate, unhealthy,
underrepresented, espe-
cially in Balochistan
Women lileracy rate in
Balochiztan is the lowest
Women's literacy rate
in Balochistan 1= the low-
est an the whole world,
and  the
women's health, here, 15
in shambies. One cannot
formet or ignore the tradi-
tional beliefs of a patriar-
chal system that stops
women from equal repre-
gentation and are the bar-
rier towards women’s
rights n Balochistan
Women hardly havea say
inn the matlers pertaining
to their lives because
society  believes that

statlus  of

women. are only home-
makers, which is not the
case. She 15 a whole
human being, There is
more to her than just
homemaking. She has
talents and ambitions and
woals. She can be a moth-
er, 4 sister, a daughter, a
wife, and can also be a
leader, an influencer, a
businesswoman, a civil
servant; she is as human
A% 3 man 1s

In such circumstances
where women are objec-
tified and there are hur-
dles between themselves
and the lives they want,
and where the literacy
rate 15 low, it is the duty
of the state to ensure
every girl receives an
education

Around 1.8 million
children are out of school
in Balochistan

Around 1.8 mllion

Is equality a myth?

children are out of school
in Balochistan. 66 per-
cent of school-age chil-
dren are out of school
and 70 percent of them
are pirls. It is imperative
that women are properly
educated, not  only
because it 15 their nght
but also because 11 13
eood for our econonmy.
To address this issue,
BRSF is trving to ensure
women's representation
in - Balochistan. BRSP
believes that sustainable
and effective change can
only be brought throush
the active participation of
men and women, boys
and girls i all the stages
of the change process.
BRSF perpetuates this
belief  dunng  policy
development as well as
planning and unplemen-
tanon of its programs in
communities. Moreover,

By Nabila and Bilal
BRSP wath the financial

assislance of the
European  Union astab-
lished BRACE

Programme in the 8th
Districts of Balochistan
Women are miven rep-

resentation ) mn
Community  Institutions
139482 women are

members of Community
Institutions while 12,301
women have been given
Leadership Traininps, To
balance the literacy rate
in Balochistan, 7584
women have benefited
from Adult Literacy and
Mumeracy (ALN) course

BRSP focuses on
empowering women
through socal mobiliza-
tion

BR5Ps  focus  on
EMpoWering women
through social mobiliza-
fion, awareness-raising,
access Lo social sector
services such as health,
education, sanitation, and
livelihood opportunities,
50 their famihes #nd
communities  can also
benefit. BRSP's locus 13
to address poverty at the
household level because
we believe that poverty
exists at the household
level, therefore; an
appropnate intervention
at the household level
can  reduce  poverty
BRSP's approach
towards gender eqguality
is a role model and if
applied on a provincial
seale, it can bring about
change i our society that
will not  only ensure
women’s représentation
in every field of life but
dfso contribute a great
deal to our cconomy

VErY  YWear
the workd
chserves June

5 as World
Environment

Day. Exactly 50 years
ago in 1972, the UN
Gieneral Assembly des-
ignated this day as such
and the first celebration
took place in 1974
under the slogan "Only
One Earth'. In 2022,
once again the theme is
the same and reminds
the world that in hall &
century the issues of
environmental degrada-
tion have only intensi-
fied. For South Asia.
this day should serve as
a stark reminder of what
the people of this region
have been doing to their
own etvironment and as
a result also suffering
the consequences of
their own and other’s
mistreatment of nature
The consumption pat-
terns in countries such
az India and Pakiztan
need drastic changes
otherwise it will be oo
late to make any mean-
ingful  difference  to
environmental degrada-
tion. And spending one
day a year holding sem-
inars and hearnng gov-
ernment officials pon-
tificate about their duty
15 0ol going o do any-
thing to heal our warme-
ing planet by itself. The
world 15 at a precipice
and simply ‘raising
awareness . as impor-
tant as that may be, is
not sufficient at this
perilous time. By any
measure, the planet 1s
threatened like never
before. Extreme weath-

one earth

er events ke Moods and
droughts ‘have become
more common and the
world is petting warmer
every vear. Already,
mMany Ccommunities are
being displaced by eli-
miate change and as cli-
mate migration increas-

es 50 wall wars over

resources lHke food,

water and land .
Rather than heing

able to offer a cleaner
and greener present and
future 1o our genera-
tions, sustainable living
has been compromised
This day reminds us
that we need to live in
harmony with nature. In
Pakistan, from rural to
urban areas, rather than
striving to provide a
greener lifestyle
through pgoveérnmental
policies and individual
choices, we have seen a
remarkable increase in
deforestation.  Urban
centrés have spawned
asphalt and concrete
jungles; whereas rural
areas have seen cul-
tivable land being used
for housing  societies
and residential settle-
ments. [t is pertinent to
mention here that the
previous government of
the PTI in Pakistan did
make some efforts in
planting trees that must
continue,

Hope 15 something
that should be 1n short
supply  in Pakistan,
which has finite
resources in terms of
clean water and preen
pastures. The country
cannot afford to squan-
der these resources the
way we have been

doing for decades now,
We are to be one of the
countries that 15 worst
hit by climate change.
And, while we may be
reliant on action from
the international com-
munity for tackling cli-
mate change, we can be
better stewards of our
environment at home.
Cur  reclamation of
coastal land and delor-
estation has done untold
damage to our environ-
ment Pakistan needs to
ENSUre a more sustain-
able society for our cur-
rent and coming gensra-
tions, This is why the
environment needs to be
al the forefront of ever
decision we make — be
it political, social or
economic., This is foo
important to just be rel-
epated to one day of the
year,

Father than being
able to offer a cleaner
and greener prasent and
future to our genera-
tions, sustainable hiving
has been compromised.
This dav reminds us
that we need to live in
harmony with nature. In
Pakistan, from rmural to
urban areas. rather than
striving to provide a
oreener lifestyle
through sovernmental
policies and midividual
choices, we have seen a
remarkable increase in
deforestation.  Urban
centres have spawned
asphalt and concrete

jungles; whereas rural

areas have seen cul-
tivable land being used
for housing  societies
and residential settle-
ments.

War clouds have
once again gathered
over Afghanistan.

Even as American’s
longest war in its his-
tory has ended, the
Aghan people are
upﬁkci}f to enjoy the
dividends of peace. In
fact, a renewed civil
war has already start-
ed  between  the
Taliban  and  the
Afghan government.
The impact of such a
confhiet  will  not
TCI:HHII'.II Et‘.l]'iil]'lL‘d {4}
Afghanistan but will
engulf the enfire
region,

he Taliban have
already made exten-
sive territorial pains.
They claim o now
control 85 per cent of
Afehanistan, especial-
ly the rural areas and
the crucial highways.
thereby encircling the
major  cities  with
fighting currently rag-
ing for the control of
Herat, kandahar and
Lashkar Gah, The
Taliban are also tryving
to rebrand themselves,
projecting a more tol-
erani and responsible
image in order fto
increase their domes-
tic and international

acceptability, _
Rejecting  Taliban

claims, the Afzhan

fovernment has

asserted that its forces
are regrouping to hali
the Taliban advance
and will retake lost
territory. The govern-
ment has also enlisted
logal Tapk, Hazara

he gatherin

and Uzbek militia to
boost the capabilities
of its troops while
relving heavily on
military support by
Washington and New
Delhi. In these cir-
cumstances,  a  pro-
tracted civil war is
now the most likely

outcome. o
Prime Minister

Imran Khan is correct

in stating that the

Americans made a
mess i Afehanistan.
Now they are leaving
a mess behind. Instea
of ensuring a peaceful
transition, the Biden
administration  has
rushed for the exits,
abandoning
Afghanistan  to 13
fate. American “over
the horizon™ military
UFaratmrjs In support
of the Gham govern-
ment, such as- recent
air sirikes against the
Taliban, have encour-
aged Kabul to reject
any compromisc Si}lll-
tion. The recent meet-
imgs in New Dell
between US Secretary
of State Blinken and
the Indian leadershi
indicate that India will
also militarily assist
the Afghan povern-
ment.  The ~Indian
objective was clearly
spelt out recently by
former Indian Foreign
Secretary Sham Seran
that an Afghan civil
war would be prefer-
able 10 a Taliban gov-
ernment. .

A more  sinister
aspect of such Indo-

s cooperation,
underscored by the
meeting  between
Secretary Blinken and
[ndian National
Security Advisor Ajit
Doval, 15 that Indian
and Afghan intelli-
genr:e agencies would
feel encouraged to
intensify support for
terrorisi groups like
the TTP and Baloch

separalists  againsi
Pakistan. The
Chechens, Uzbeks.

Uighurs of the ETIM
and ISIS will also gain
greater freedom of
action to increasingly

target China. Russia
and lran. -
In these circum-

stances, Afghanistan
will not only face fur-
ther devastation but
will also be denied the
henefits of its poten-
tial role as a hub for
regional connectivity,
Projects like TAPI and
CASA-1000 will
rematn unimplement-
ed. China’s extension
of wus BRI into
Afghanistan as well as
its investments m the
country would have to
be put on held. For
Pakistan, the costs
would be even higher
— continued instabili-
ty and sccurity threats
on its western and
eastern borders, influx
of Afghan refugees,
and denial of access to

the region. Since
Afehan instability
will have regional

implications, the geo-
political interests of

storm

Pakistan, China,
Russia and Iran con-
verge on the need for
a peaceful transition
in  Afphanistan  and
avoidance of a
renewed civil war. As
such, all four coun-
tries have mdividually
and collectively
reached out to the
Afghan parties. The
Taliban have, in their
engagement with
these couniries,
stressed their willing-
ness to accept a polin-
cal solution. sought
internatiponal recogmi-
tion and promised to
ensure that the Afghan
territory 15 not used

againsi any other
country. In a signifi-
cant  development,
Chinese Foreign

Minister Wang Y1 told
the wvisiting Taliban
leader, Mullah Bradar
that the “Taliban... 15
a pivotal military and
political force in the
country and will play
an important role in
the process of peace
re-conclhatmn an
reconstruction there.”
Similar endorsement
for the Taliban has
also been expressed
by the Russians and
Iranians, Efforts by
this “Cuartet’, there-
fore, hold the most
promising option (o
secure  peace  in
Afghanistan,
Intensified collective
initiatives by them can
still prevent a full
scale civil war and
lead to a peaceful

Lamir Akram

transition

While the Ghani
government will
prove to be a hurdle, it
can still be given a
safe and honourable
exit under conditions
that could be guaran-
teed by the “Quartet’
More ~  troublesome
would be the spoiler’s
role by India which

views ifs strategic
interests against
Pakistan and China

being better served by
continuing warfare in
Afghanistan, But the
Indians or  the
Americans will not
deploy their forces in
Adghanistan lo protect
Ghani, having learm
the lessons of history.
Consequently, the
kabul  government
cannot  survive for
long and would be
eventually forced to
find a political solu-
tion Pakistan’s  sup-
port for an Afghan-led
and  Afghan-owned
peace process 15 laud-
able. But given the
high stakes involved
and the obvious
Indian interference in
Afghanistan. there is
need for a proactive
Pakistan policy in col-
laboration with China,
Russia and Iran to
protect shared nation-
al interests. Such a
collective  approach
needs to be based on
the ground realities, in
articular  that the
aliban must play a
key role in a future
Afuhan government.

Mess at the
Tokyo Olympics

akistan won
no - medals in
Tokyo. The
last time the
country won a
medal was in
1992 at the Barcelona
Games where our hockey
team  clinched bronze
This is something to feel
ashamed about. What has
happened to the country
that produced so many
Olympic greats? Have
we resigned ourselves 1o
the consistently poor per-
formances that our ath-
letes deliver?

Granted that despite
the poor performances in
Tokyo, there were some
moments 1o cheer For
example, Arshad
Madeem made history as
the first-ever Pakistani
athlete to qualify for the
fimal of any wack and
field event in  the
OHympics. Khanewal-
born Madeem made it to
the final of the men’s
javelin ' throw  with a
throw of 85 lom, well
bevond the qm]tl‘maimn
mark of 23 30m He
eventually finished fifth
in the competition but
won much praise for his
efforts

Sumilarly weightlifter
lalha Talib missed out on
a medal for Pakistan but
turned plenty of heads as
Pakistan finally  took
notice of him. The 21-
Eear-ald filter  from
igjranwala, making s
Olympics  debut, took
part in the 67ke category
and held the gold medal
spot until the final round
before eventually being
bumped down and deme
a podium finish

But the fact is that
among the 10 athletes
who took part in the
Olympics, only Madeem
and T];Iil:l came close to
winming a medal Both
fimshed fifth o their
respective  disciplines
What about the others?

Pakistan’s  shooters
disappointed.  MNational
champion Ghulam

Mustafa Bashir qualified
for the medal round at
the end of stace one of
the 25m rapid Tire pistol
shooting competition but
was eliminated after fail-
mg in two stages of gual-
thers, Another Pakistam
shooter, Khalil Akhtar,
could not give a signili-
cant  performance in
Stage | and was elimi-
nated from the medal
round

The country’s top shut-
tler Mahoor Shahezad,
who was the country’s
first badminton plaver to
feature in the Olympic
Games, was beaten in
straight  sets by a
Japanese player in just 23
minutes. Sprinter MNajma
Parveen finizhed fast in
the women's 200m heat,
What was more disap-
pointing  was not her
position, bul her uming
which  was recorde
2812 seconds. Where do
we go from here? There
are calls now to remove
the head of the Pakistan
CHympics Association, Li
Gen (retd) Anf Hasan.
Shahbaz Gill, Special
Assistant to the Prime
Minister, at a news con-
ference "asked” Hasan to
resien from the post he
has Teld since 2004, Gill
alleged that the POA had

no accountability during
the last 17 years. Aler
becoming POA  chiefl,
Gill said, Hasan changed
its constitution, remov-
ing the prime minister as
its patron and hence there
WHE BEVET ANy Accounta-
bilaty during fuis term. He
also’ added” hand-picked
members as independent
voters so he can cling on
to bns post.

The POA for its part
claims that Hasan was
elected through a fair
process in 2019, with
representatives from the
1O0C and the Olympic
Council of Asia also in
attendance, 11 also retter-
ated that interference in
s matters will lead to
intervention by the 10C

[ it not sronic that ina
country  where a  top
sporisperson 15 the prime
minister, lhe state of
s||mrts 15 11 such a sham-
bie? When he was cap-
tain of the cricket team,
Imran Khan insisted on
merit as the sole criteria,
Who can forget the num-
ber of fights he got into
over his insistence of
merit? Today he looks
the other way,

The culture of patron-
age of corruption and of
looking the other waw
needs to end. All major
sports bodies need to be
revamped  Oificials can-
not continue’ to oblige
each other. For example,
POA cannot please ther
chosen ones by sending
them to the Olyvmpics as
coaches Pakiztan
Badminton  Federation
secretary was i Tokyoas
the coach of Mahoor
Shahzad.
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China's Shaanxi Hydro
Power Group to build
WWTP in Sialkot

ISLAMABAD: The
foundation of Sialkot’s
first  Waste  Water
Treatment Plant
(WWTP) has been lad
which 15 to be built by
China's Shaanxi Water
Resources & Hydro
Power Engineering
Group Company Lt
(SWEGH), accurr_ﬁng to
Gwadar Pro.

Defence Minster
Khawaja Muhammad
Asif laid the founda-
tion of WWTP which 15
o be built in the north-
ern part of the city

The plant will he

completed with an
amournt of Rs.
1,830.017.429, cover-
ing an area of 239
acres.

On average. 6823
cusecs of contaminated
water will be treated
and used for farming as
per WHO guidelines

Past vear, Pumjab
Intermediate  Cities
||T'I])I'L'P‘-"f1T'I'EI'lT
[nvestment Program
(PCIIP) awarded the
contract of the project
to  Shaanxi ater
Resources & Hydro
Power Engineering

Group Company Ltd
(SWEG), China

As per the official
document, the comple-
tion date for the whaole
of the work 1s 730

Clays.

SWEG has executed
several mega prr}gects
mn China TOm
Shaanxi, the company
extended its business
to different mences
of China, followed by
its expansion from

Chima to. Pakistan.
Kenya, Bangladesh
and other

countries, NP

Certified seeds
must for development of

Pakistan’s agriculture
sector: WealthPK

ISLAMABRAD
Experts have stressed the
need to provide certified
seeds to farmers and sim-
?]l_ﬁ' the process of certi-
d)'m 1 wvarieties for the

evelopment of the aon-
culture sector in Pakistan

They told WealthPK
that 62 percent of farm-
ers’ needs for seeds were
met by the informal sec-
tor in the country. In the
absence of governmental
control, most of the seeds
provided to farmers infor-
mally are of poor quality
Resultantly, the farmers
find it hard 1o increase the
vield of their crops.

Sources said that infor-
mality in the sector was a
result of the outdated
legal and admimstrative
structure, Most breeders
choose to commercialise
their new varneties in the
informal sector, rather
than submitting them to
Federal Seed Certifi
cation and Registration
Department. They  smd
that serious plavers with a
Strong market presence,
as well as fly-by-night
enterprses  looking to
make quick cash, were
forusmg on the informal
sector. The new Iypes of
seeds are easily identfied
by their breeder and are
frequently marketed
under company labels.

Dr Shakira, a senior

scignfific officer a8 the

Pakistan Agricullure
Research Council, sad
that private seed

providers were pushing
against the outdated regu-
latory system in Pakistan.
She said that seed pro-
ducer licensing, & vanety
ol release procedures,
access o public
germplasm, quality con-
trol, intellectual property
nghts and import and
export were governed by
laws and  repulations
enacted decades ago for a
system  dominated by
public sector businesses.

“With 3,513 full-ume
researchers, Pakistan has
one of the Iarg_rﬁsT agricul-
tural research svstems
anong dm-elngam: CoLin-
tries.” she said Most of
them work for oovern-
ment-funded  research
agencies, which are
responsible for maintain-
ing gpermplasm, import-
mg exotic matenial from
oihier countries for local
aduplian‘dpmd_u;ing cul-
tivars and traiiing per-
sonnel Dr Shakna said
that federal institutions,
provincial anstitutes and
agricultural universities
were the three main pub-
lic sector entities in
Pakistan. She said that
782 seed firms including
five multinational and
four state-owned enter-

BI'IS!F!S W L1i1trﬂTi]1u m
akistan. Punjab has 644
seed lirms, the highest
number in the country,
followed by Sindh with
96, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
with 23, Balochistan with
five, and Cnlgit-Baltistan
with three companies,
She sad thal Matonal

Seed Council recently
issued  “Rules  for
Certification of Fruit

Flants™ to improve the
wality of nursery plants,
She said that regulations
would be amended 1o
provide lepal assistance
to people in the develop-
ment of the infrastructure
required for the produc-
tion and distnbotion of
high-quality fruit trees
free nll diseases.

D Shakria said that 13
interdisciplinary and 14
mono-commodity
research  institutes, as
well as four agncultural
upiversities, in Pakistan
were conducting consid-
erable research in the
field. _ Agricultural
research institutes have
been set uwp in all
provinges of the country,
with several sub-stations
and satellite stations cov-
ering practically all eco-
notmic crops: and  allied
fields. The research insti-
tutes have a specific duty
to generate regionally
appropriate cultivars [N
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ISLAMABAD: Local
growwers have been advised
o use organic waste for
their farms by turning it
into fertiliser through ver-
micompasting.

D Saddar Siddigui of
the Mational Agriculture
Research Centre  told
WealthPK dunng an inter-
view that the easily avail-
able huge gquantity of
organic waste in Pakistan
such as municipal sohd
waste, cattle manure and
chicken manure could be
made  a substitute for
chemical fertiliser through
VErMIComposting

In the bio-oxidative
process of VarmicOmpost-
i, earthworms engage
extensively  with bacteria
and other faona in the
decomposer  community,
speeding up the stability of
organic matter and chang-
ing its physical and bio-
chemical properties.

The action of earth-
worms can be both physi-
cal and  mechanical
Physical involvement in
the degradation of organic
substrates causes fragmen-
tation, which increases the

Musa Khail Welfare Society Delawar
addressing a press conference at press club in Provincial Capital,

Growers advised to focus on
vermicomposting for organic farming

surface area of action,
turnover  and  aeration,
Microorganising, on the
other  hand, bring. bio-
chemical changes in the
decomposition of organic
matter by enzymatic
digestion, mitrogen excre-
tion ennchment and trans-
port of inorganic  and
oreanic materials.

r Saddar said that ani-
mal excremant was a valu-
able resource for supple-
menfing organic matter
and improving soil condi-
tions. The cattle of average
siza produce four o six
tonnes of fresh manure
every year After produc-
ing bricks, a consaderable
portion. of cattle dung s
utilised as cooking and
heating fuel in Pakistan
and other developing
countries

He said that the burning
of dung cakes put negative
impacts on human health
and the environment
“Indoor concentrations of
particles rise when ammal
dung is bumed for cook-
ing Smoke from animal
dung-based cooking
stoves contains high levels

of carbon monoxade, fine
particles, mitrogen dioxide
and hydrocarbons, which
are dongerous. Acute res-
piratory infections, chron-
e obstructive pulmon

dizease and cancer have all
been linked to long-tarm
exposure to airbome par-
ticulate matter,” he added.

The expert said that
selection of appropriate
earthworm species for ver-
miComposing was a cru-
cial part of the process
Omly a few, out of millions
of earthworm species, are
suited for vermicompost-
ing o organic  wastes
Earthworms of the episeic
species  are . commonly
used for the wvermicom-
posting of various organic
wiasles,

Due 10 ils well-estab-
lished capacity for vermi-
composting biodegradable
organic resources such as
agricultural wastes and
animal manures, Eisenmia
fetida iz the most exten-
sively employed earth-
worm - species for vermi-
COMPOSTng.

“This procedure takes
six to ning months [P

hot weather in the Federal Capital.

Wife turns out to be murderer
of her husband in Jhelum

JEHLUM: Police have
solved the mystery of a
murder case in Jhelum and
arrested wife of the man
who was killed mercilessly
a couple of davs ago,
police said on Sunday,

A woman with the help
of her paramour, a former
police official, and another
accomplice murdered her
hushand. After killing him,
the accused thréw his dead
body in a deserted place
and lefi.

Police said that they had
arrested accused Bushra
and her paramour ex-cop
Nadeem. However, they
were yet to arrest therr
third accomplice and were
conducting raids to appre-
hend him,

Accused Bushra was a
beautician by profession
and she was not having
cordial relations with her
husband,

Police said that Bushra
after planning murder with
her paramour and another
accomplice put her hus-
band to death:

Bushra's lover ex-police
official  ~ Madeem  had
already been removed from
police duty on the charges
of selling drugs.

Meanwhile. a big devel-
opment was made in the
gang-rape case of a preg-
nant woman in Jhelum.

Police  on Sundﬂ]y
claimed to have arrested all
five rapists including main

accused Ali Haider. They

ISLAMABAD:A view of smoke rising from a fire in the Margalla Hills during

said that the accused had
confessed Lo their crime.
The medical report of the
victim woman confirmed
that she was pang-raped,
The 16 Police took
prompi notice on the inci-
dent and ordered for the
arrest of the accuse at the
earliest Meanwhile, a big
development was made in
the gang-rape case of a
pregnant woman 10 Jhelum.
Police on .‘:'rundaif
claimed to have arrested all
five rapists including main
accused Ali Haider. They
said that the accused had
confessed to their crime.
The medical report of the

rlictiml WOl cunt’irmedd
that she was gang-raped.
INP

3 of family die after
falling in ‘sewerage
pond’ in Rahimyar Khan

RAHIM YAR KHAN:
Megligence on the part of the
adminstration. 1n Ralimvar
Khan claimed the lives of three
of g family on Sunday,

Rescue authonties in
Rahimyar Khan pulled out bod-
ies of 35-year-old Muhammad
Kaleem and his two minor
daughters from a ‘sewerage
pond” in which they fell and
could not find a way out

Muhammad Kaleem was
gong on his motorbike along
with his three kids when his bike
fell into the sewerage hole dug
for laying the sewerage
pipelines Two of his daughters
meluding four-year-old Zainab
and two-vear-old Umm-e-Hani

lost their lives in the unfortunate
incident while  10-vear-old
Momin was taken out alive and
shifted. to a hospital in critical
condition The incident occurred
al the Sui Gas Chowk. The vie-
tim's family was resident of
Latifabad area The family mem-
bers of the deceased urged the
Punjab authorties to take action
against the necligence of the
concerned officers and depart-
ment and why the hole was left
open and unatiended The pre-
clous lives and & whole family
was perished due the negligence
of the departments concerned,
Punjabk Chief  Minister
Shehbaz Shant has taken notice
of  the mcrdent  in

Fahimyvar Khan and sought a
report from Bahawalpur
Brvision Comnussioner Two of
hiz daughters including four-
year-ohl Zainab and two-year-
old Umm-e-Hani lost their Tives
in the unfortunate incident while
I0-yvear-old Momin was taken
out alive and shifted to a hospi-
tal in entical condition

The incident occurred at the
Sui Gas Chowl. The victim's
familv was resident of Latifabad
area The fanuly members of the
deceased urged the Punjab
authonties to take action against
the negligence of the concerned
officers and department and why
the hole was left open and unat-
tended NP

Police kill *abductor’
demanding Rs100mn
ransom., rescue child

LAHORE: Police on Sunday
recovered a child and killed an
alleged  abductor  demanding
Rs100 million for his release dur-
ing a raid in the Bata Pur area of
Lahore

DSP Ali Bun while sharing
details of the police action sai
that the }mhu; reached the
Bhaseen village in Bata Pur area
on a tip-off regarding the suspect
and after surrounding the place
asked the suspect to surrender
himself before the police.

The suspect, he said, instead of
surrendering opened fire on the
police team which also retaliated
Lo il, resulting in his death

The police further shared that
the step maternal grandmother of
the cluld was also arested for
hemF an accomplice of the abduc-
tor. The body of the suspected kid-
napper has been shifted to a hospi-
tal’ for medico-legal formalities
while the child was handed over 1o
the Family

He said that five-vear-old Areez
was ghducted some days ago and
the kidnappers were _dt_‘l'lml‘]dll‘l%l_d
ransom of Rs100 million for his
release. [NP

Fire breaks out in
Margalla Hills again

ISLAMABAD: A fire has bro-
ken out in the Margalla Hills
again on Sunday. 2

It is reported that thick fumes
of smoke are rising in the air
from the Margalla Hills

The fire broke out on Trail &
in the Margalla Hills, and 1t 15
spreading f%':st in the forest

The locals fear to be affected
by the fire in the Margalla Hills,

It is to be noted here that a fire
had erupted in the forests of
Margalla Hills a few days back,
and 1t had been overcome with
hectic efforts, ;

It also merits a mention here
that the incidents of fire erup-
tion in the forests of the country
are increasing a||:>|:|arcnt|},' due to
intense heat of the summer. [NP

Tourists desert Avubia
after chairlift closure

CAYUBIA: Tourists now avoid
visiting  Ayubia; the most
famous tourist place in Galyat,
for the chairlift there has been
Iving closed for around last 10
months

It 15 leamt that the incompe-
tence of Khvber Pakhtunkhwa
{KP) government and Galyat
Development Authonty (GDA)
has caused Ayubia, the most
famous tourist spot of Galyat, to
be deserted by tourists, There are
no people to be found in Ayubia
Bazaar, for the people visiting
the northern areas of Pakistan
have stopped staving in the
beautiful area INP

Lragic
Pre-monsoon rains

expected to start in third
week of June: PMD

ISLAMABAL: The Met Office has forecast above
normal rainfall in most parts of the country 1n June as
pre-Sdonsoon rains expected to start in thind week of the
month

Pakistan  Meteorologienl  Depantment (PMDN in its
monthly outlook predicted more rainfall in Pakistan in
the sceond halt of Jung than the first half of the month

“Mortheastern Punjab, Kashmir and the adjoming areas
of Khyber i’ukh[unklgn'.'a s well s Sindh are expected o
receive aborve normal rainlall dunng the forecast pericd,”
according o the Met Chice report.Most parts of
Bralochistan and Cilgit-Baltistan may receive nearly nor-
mal rainfall during the ongoimg month Day time femper-
ature 15 likely to remain zlﬁ‘uw normal all over the coun-
1y, usjwciﬂlfy during first half’ of June. Above normal
temperatures i high aftitudes lkely o increase rare of
snow-melt in the Morthem arcas subsequently increasing
the chances of water flow in the Upper Indus basin, The
Met Office on Satwrday forecast 1.|'[l|HI the day tempera-
tures will likely 1o remain unusually high in most parts of
the country during next 04 o (05 dnEﬁ.]Iw IemMpCrares
in Islamabad, Punjab, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Kashmir,
Simdh and ecastern [%.ﬂcmhi:ﬁun are expected 1o nse signif-
icantly above normal, Occasional ifLL"it storm or dusty
winds may blow in afternoon or evening during [NP

Sahiwal: Two dacoits
shot dead in alleged
police encounter

SAHIWAL: Police on Sunday claimed to have shot
dead two dacoits in Sahiwal during an alleged police
encounier

The alleged police encounter took place in Sahiwal's
Housing Scheme 87 Nine L, in which two dacoits were
shot dead, while their two other accomplices fled the
scene.

Giving details about the encounter, the DSP said that
four decoits robbed valuables from a house and upon get-
ting information, the police party reached the spot and
cordoned off the area

Dailing to flee the scene, the dacoits opened fire at the
pelice party and in retaliatory fire, two of them were shot
dead, while two othars fled

Separately, two wanted terrorists were injured and
arrested in an alleged police encounter in Lyan

“Two wanted terronists were arrested alier gething
injurad in a shootout with police in Chakiwara area.” S5P
City Shabbir Sethar said,

“Palice also recovered a hand erenade, MP-V rife and
a pistal from their possession,” gislrim police chief said
“Arrested cnminals Sharif and Noshad alias Nanu have
been members of the Baba Ladla gang of Lyan pang
war,” 55P Sethar said INP

Certified seeds must for development of
Pakistan’s agriculture sector: Experts

ISLAMABAD
Experts have stressed the
need to provide certified
seeds 1o farmers and sim-
plify the process of certi-
fying vaneties for the

evelopment of the agri-
culture sector in Pakistan

They told WealthPK
that 62 percent of farm-
ers’ needs for seeds were
met by the informal sec-
tor i the country. In the
ahsence ol governmental
control, most of the seeds
provided to  farmers
informally are of poor
quality. Resultantly, the
armers find 10 hard 1o
increase the vield of their

cmg:s ] y
ources said that infor-
mality in the sector was a

result of the outdated
fegal and admimstrative
strugture, Most breeders
choose to commercialise
their new vaneties in the
informal = sector, rather
than submitting them to
Federal Seed
Certification and
Kegistration Department.

They said that sericus
plavers with a strong
market presence, as wel
as fly-by-mght enlerpris-
es looking to make quick
cash, were focusing on
the informal sector. The
new types of seeds are
easily identified by their
breeder and are frequent-
Iy marketed under com-
pany labels

Dr Shakira, a semior

scientific officer at the
Pakistan Agriculture
Resedrch Council, said
that private seed
providers were pushing
against the outdated regu-
latory system in Pakistan.
She sad that seed pro-
ducer licensing, a vanaty
of  release procedures,
access to  public
germplasm, quality con-
trol, intellectual property
rights and import and
export were eoverned by
laws and regulations
enacted decades ago for a
system  dominated by
public sector businesses

“With 3,513 full-time
researchers, Pakistan has
one of the 1arghe'st agricul-
tural research systems

among de&-‘e]u;upjnﬁ coun-
tnies,” she said, Most of
them work for govern-
menl-funded  research
agencies, which are
responsible for maintain-
ing germplasm, import-
ing exofic material from
other countnies for local
adoption, producing cul-
tivars and fraining per-
sonnel

Dr Shakna said that
federal instifutions,
provincial institutes and
agricultural universities
were the three main pub-
lic sector entities in
Pakistan, She smd that
782 seed firms including
five multinational an
four state-owned enter-
prisies were operabing in

Pakistan. Punjab has 644
seed firms, the highest
number in the country,
followed by Sindh wiih
96, Khyber Pakhiunkhwa
with 25, Balochistan with
five, and Gilgit-Baltistan
with three compamies
She said that Wational

Seed Council recently
issued  “Rules  for
Certification of Fruit

Plants™ to improve the
wality of nursery plants
he said that regulatons

would be amended to
provide legal assistance
to people in the develop-
ment of the infrastructure
required for the produc-
tion and _distribution of
hlgh-(}uallt}' fruit trees
free of diseases INP
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n Tajran Baluchistan shouting slo-

gans during protest in favor of their demands at Bacha Khan
Chowk in Provincial Capital.

Growers advised to focus on
vermicomposting for organic
farming: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD: Local
growers  have  been
advised to use organic
waste for their farms by
turning it into fertiliser
lh1'mugﬁl VETTICOMpost-
i,

Dr Saddar Siddigui of
the MNational Agriculture
Research Centre told
WealthPK.  during an
mterview that the easily
available huge guantity
of organic ~ waste ip
Pakistan such as munici-
pal sohid waste, cattle
manuie  and  chicken
manure could be made a
substitute for chemical
fertiliser through vermi-
COMPOsting

In the ﬁ)m-nxida[we
process of vermicom-
posting,  earthworms
engage extensively with
bacteria and other fauna
in the decomposer com-
munity, speeding up the
stability of organic mat-
ter and changing its
pll['..-'su:al and biochemi-
cal properties,

1%2_- action of earth-
worms can be both phys-
ical and mechanical
Physical invalvement in
the  degradation of
arganic substrates causes
fragmentation,  which
increases the surface
area of dction, turnover
and aeration
Microorganisms, on the
other hand. bring bio-
chemical changes in the
decomposition of organ-
ic matter by enzymatic
digestion, nitrogen
excretion  enrichment
and transport of inorzan-
ic and organic materi-
als Dr Saddar said thal
amimal excrement was a
valuable resource for
supplementing organic
matter and improving
sail conditions The cat-
tle of average size pro-
duce four 1o six tonnes
of fresh manure every
vear,  After producing

bricks, a considerable
portion of cattle dung is
utilised as cooking and
heating fuel in Pakistan
and other developing
COUntries

He saad that the burn-
mg of dung cakes put
negative  impacts  on
human health and the
environment.  “Indoor
concentrations of parti-
cles rise when animal
dung is burned for cook-
ing. Smoke from animal
dung-hased cooking
stoves contains high lev-
¢ls of carbon monoxide,
fine particles. nitrogen
dioxide and hydrocar-
bons, which are danger-
ous. Acute respiratory
infections, chronic
ohstructive  pulmonary
disease and cancer have
all been linked to long-
term exposure o air-
borne  particulate mat-
ter,” he added.

The expert said that
selection of appropriate
earthworm species for
vermicompasting was a

crucial part of the
process. Only a few, out
of millions of earthworm
species, are suited for
Vermicomposting organ-
ic wastes. Earthworms
of the epigeic species ang
commuonly used for the
vermicomposting of var-
ious organic wastes Due
to its well-established
capacity for vermicom-
posting  biodegradable
organic respurces such
a5 agricullural  wastes
and ammal  manures,
Eisenia fetida is the most
extensively  employed
earthworm species for
vermicomposting.”This
procedure  takes six o
nine months. The dung is
still unstable, attracting
termites o the crops
after it is applied In
rural areas, this practice
15 g major cause of ador
and insect problems.
Vermicomposting mere-
Iy regulates the environ-
ment 50 that things dis-
integrate maore
quickly. INP

<+ CANCELLATION
' OF TENDER

Tender called by Special Technology Zones
Authornity with T # 22/21-22 advertised on
PPRA, National newspapers ( Exp, Tribune (),
Dunya (C), lhaq - Pesh, Quetta Voice - Qta) as
well as STZA website on dated 6 th February
2022 for “RFP for Enterprise Resource
Planning for STZA™ has been cancelled due to
unavoidable circumstances

16th Floor, New State Life Tower,
Plot # 61, Jinnah AvenueJdslamabad

PID (1) No, 850921
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Energy remains the core focus of China-Pakistan Economic Corridor

ISLAMABAD: Energy has remaingd the core focus of China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) and

helped to reduce power shortage in Pakistan, says a report published by Gwadar Pro on Sunday
rime Minister Shahbaz Shanf paid an important visit to the Karot %—J}'dmpuwer project, which is cur-

rently progressing in full swing.

The visil came 1n the backdrop of rising energy shortage across Pakistan and Pakistan’s seeking updates
on the early completion of essential projects under China-Pakistan Economic Corridor {CPEC)

The project is the first hydropower project under CPEC with a 729 MW energy production capacity,
being developed by the consortium of China's most extensive renewable energy companies.

Once completed, the project would help Pakistan produce cheap electricity and help promete a green,
clean and sustainable fulure

With its completion, the project will generate 3.2 billion kilowatt-hours of electncity, meeting the power
needs of 5 million people in the country. This will eventually reduce power shortage and increase econom-
i¢c prowth for the country.

The project will reduce 3.5 million metric tons of carbon emissions annually and save around 1.4 mil-
lion tons of standard coal equivalent each vear

Energy has remained the core focus of China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) since its beginning as
China and Pakistan mutually decided to overcome the acute energy shortfall for Pakistan.

CPEC is making ways for Pakistan 1o achieve its sustainable eneigy needs, especially to build its renew-
able energy power generation capacity from the current 4 percent 10 30 percenl in 2030

The energy cooperation on CPEC is ongoing between Ching and Pakistan. Owverall, there are 21 energy
projects under this fate-changing project initiative between both countries. Among these, 11 have been
completed, and the rest are in the process of completion and are at different stages of development
progress ) ) _ _ _

When the initial development commenced on CPEC’s energy project, the power production capacity of
Pakistan was no more than 20,000 MW, with two-thirds contnbution from oil and hydro-based plants

The sources of power production had to be diversified through quick interventions such as coal and gas,
to begin with, adnj;ng, 6900 MW to the national grid.

CPEC has contnbuted immensely to the power production in Pakistan and enabled the industrialization
and manulacturing 1n Pakistan, The next round of power generation 2009-2022 was planned to inject a high
amount of energy, 20,380 MW, into the system, including hydro energy of 9000 MW )

Another phase of'fm'.-er generation in the pipeline expected to end by 2023 projected the production
potential up to 33304 MW

Respecting the mutual vision of clean energy, China and Pakistan are also planning to cooperate on small
clean energy projects such as wind, solar, and hydropower plams covering 400 MW, 100 MW, and 3400
MW, respectively, by 2027

China has always been very conscious of Pakistani energy requirements and has always supported
Pakistan in offering clean and cheap energy projects. With solid cooperation under CPEC, the day is not
far when Pakistan's energy crisis will be resolved the report added INP

Mink farming can benefit
Pakistan’s economy: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan's environment is ideally
sigited 1o untraditional animal farming For produc-
tion of furs and fats to earn handsome foreign
exchange, however, no experimentation in this
regard has been done at Ihc government level,
reports WealthPE,

gising mink — a dark coloured, semi-aguatic
carmivorous mammal internationally famous for its
saft, durable fur of varying hues farmed around the
world — is one such area where Pakistan needs to
invest to earn handsome foreign exchange and help
shore up its economy.

Arpund 50 percent of mink farms are in Europe
and the rest are spread across the world. Denmark,
China, the Netherlands, the United States, Spain
are the leading names in mink farming and its fur
production. In Poland and China, extensive mink
farming is done. while in Canada, mink waste is
transformed (o produce methane 1o gel bio energy

Mink's natural hues of pearl, lavender, sapphire,
Eastc] grey, white, mahogany and jet black €tc have

een a favourte of all ttmes. In mink farming, all
body parts of the mammal are vsed and nothing 1s
wasted. Mink fat is used in the cosmetic industry,
to water-proof leather and to produce bio fuels, In
cosmetics industry, mink oil is considered a magic
remedy to care for skin and hair.

WealthPK  discussed about the possibility of
mink farming with an enthusiastic farmer
Chaudhary Basharat Ali from Chowk Azam of
Layyah Basharat dared to farm snails imported
from Kenya

album of unusual farming. At the end of this vear, |
am planning to import minks from Greece. | wish
to visit Greece to request for any experl mink
farmer from there. The main réason 15 that when in
many European countries, minks were culled in
huge numbers during the Covid-19 pandemic, the
farming community there adopted novel ways to
kcc]:r their farms, farmers and animals safe and
healthy. The reason is that in the poorest areas of
Greece, a great number of people depend upon
mink farmimg. The precautionary measures mot
only saved the mink industry there, but also a sus-
tainable source of livelihood for the farming com-
munity. That's why [ will prefer Greek wisdom and
strategy."Basharat said he will also invite investors
to consider this mew mode of business. This will
not only help raise the GDP, but also prove a new
aspect of socio-economic and sustainable sourge of
livelibhood for a good number of people,” he added,

In a discussion with WealthPK, naturalist and
veterinary doctor Sheikh Muhammad Mateen said,
“Furs are sold and marketed in Pakistan in a good
uantity but animals are not specially farmed here
or this purpose. Mink farming or farming of other
fur animals like cats, foxes can be a good addition
te our local farming industry.”About the mink
farming possibilities, Fl'mmﬁ:ﬂ Scientific Officer
from the Livestock Research Station of National
Agricultural  Research Centre (NARC) Dr
Muhammad Igbal Anjum said, “To get fine plush,
we have introduced t'lle farming of Angora Egal'.uhit
al our station. To get fur from mink and its far ming

QUETTA:Provincial Minister of the Balochistan for Public Health Engineering Noor Muhammad
Dummar addressing a press conference at press club in Provincial Capital.

OF.»;KISTASN NSVY Pak-Iran railway service
UG AR W R restored after 22-hour

ENVIRONMENT
DAY

Islamabad:Pakistan MNavy celebrat-
ed World Environment Day to create
awareness and significance of envi-
ronment particularly focusing on
marifne ervironmert.

World  Environment Day  i$
observed globally on 5 June 1o raise
awareness on sigmibicance of healthy
and @reen environment. It aims to pro-
mote healthy messures for improving

uality of life. This year's theme of

World Environment Day is"Only One
Earth', which calls for transformative
changes to policies and choices to
enable cleaner, greener and sustain-
able living in harmony with nature

To show [ resolve and create
awareness  various  lectures  were
organised highlighting importance of
environment.  Additionally, M
launched varous initiatives, such as
Trees & Mangroves Plantation, cam-
paign to ban use of polythene bags,
collection of solid waste in harbours,
Reed Bed Reverse Osmosis Plants for
Sewerage Water Treatment and "Three
Bin Svstem”, to segregate trash for
Iandﬁli‘s, recvclables for neuse, and
compost the orzanic material to enrich
soil was infroduced.

Pakistan Navy always endeavors to
secure marine environment for safer
and cleaner oceans. Chief of the Naval
Stall, Admiral Mubammad Amjad
Khan Niazi in s message on World
Environment Dav  reaffirmed PN
resolve and commitment to make
every effort for betterment of our envi-
ronment. He urged all to come togeth-
er and embrace best practices and
principles for the protection and

reservation of our shared assel, The
nvironment PR

Bani Gala security up
ahead of Imran
Khan’s expected

arrival today

ISLAMABAD: The administration
ut the security around Bani Gala on
izh alert in the anticipation of

Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf’ Chairman
Imran Khan's ammival today {Sunday)
from Peshawar after 10 days.

I'he administration has sprung into
action with the PTT chief’s expected
arrival 10 his resadence in Bani Gala as
secunity has been increased all around
the arca. The spokesperson said that
the distnct magistrate had imposed
Section 144 in Islamabad and all kinds
of gatherings were banned. He, how-
ever, said that police officials were
ready to deal with any kind of illegal
activity, Sources revealed that stric
checking was being carfied out of all
the vehicles entering Bani Gala. TNP

Ghee, sugar worth
Rs150m seized from
Okara market

OKARA Okara Assistant
Commissioner Rashid Naimat on
Sunday raided the city’s food marke
and setzed a hu_LI,*re quantity of ghee and
sugar worth Rsl 50 million

he district administration seized
all the ghee and sugar taking into gov-
ernment control.

Okara AC Rashid also imposed a
fine of Rs30,000 on the hoarders.

He vowed that nobody will be
allowed 1o hoard the sugar and ghee

The hoarders usuaﬂy hide their
stock waiting for the prices to o up
and then release it on the mflated
prices. INP

Chinese industrial relocation
possible only with
completion of SEZs

[SLAMABAD: Chinese industri-
al relocation possible nnJ{ with
completion of nine CPEC Special
Economic Zones, Gwadar Pro
reported guoting Federal Minister
for Planning, Development and
Special Initiatives Ahsan Tgbal,

The Minister regretted that work

on the CPEC SEZs was slow and
they could not be completed on
time " There has been little work on
the projects of CPEC in recent
years, The wark on 9@ SEZs of
CPEC was o be completed by 2020
but not a single SEZ has been com-
pleted, "he contended. )
_ He stressed that the Chinese
industrial relocation was possible
anly with the completion of these 9
CPEC SEZs, “which did not hap-
pen. "INP

suspension

CHAGAL Pakistan Iran rail-
way service restored after 22
hours on Sunday,

Five bogies of a freight train
from Iran’s Zahedan were
derailed while on its way 1o
Quetta Saturday

The railway officials have
said that the goods train was
sent to Quetta after railway
track da[nagcd in the mishap,
wis repaired and restored

The railway service between
Pakistan and Iran owing to
dilapidated tracks and lack of
maintenance results in railway
accidents and mishaps.

Last menth the Ijl?eight train
service between Pakistan and
Iran also remained suspended
for 72 hours after a goods train
coming from Zahedan was
derailed in the Dalbandin area
of Chagai district. According to
official” sources, five boogies
were derailed, leaving the rou-
tine train operation suspended
for 72 hours Il is to be men-
tioned here that operations of a
freight train between Pakistan,

Iran, and Turkey was expected
to resume in early 2021 but the
service yel to be started owing
1o various unresolved issues

The rail service will connect
Islamabad-Tehran-1stanbul
(ITI), minimizing the time peri-
od of cargo travel 1o these coun-
tries. The total length of the 1T1
Er({:juut i5 6500 km which covers
2600 km distance in Iran. 1950
km in Turkey, and 1990 km in
Pakistan. Last month the freight
train service between Pakistan
and Iran also remained suspend-
ed for 72 hours after a goods
train coming from Zahedan was
derailed in the Dalbandin area
of Chagai district. According to
official” sources, five boogies
were derailed, leaving the rou-
ting train operation suspended
for 72 hours It is to be men-
tioned here that operations of a
freight train between Pakistan,
Iranm, and Turkey was expecied
to resume in early 2021 but the
service yel to he started -awmgi
1o VAFIOWnS unresnlver
issues INP

De-seated PTI MPA gets PML-N
ticket for Lahore by-poll

LAHORE: Pakistan Mushm
League-Mawaz (PML-N)  has
awarded the party ticket to a for-
mer PTI MPA Mazir Chohan, who
was de-seated by the Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
for voting in favour of Hamza
Shahbaz during the election for
chief minister Punjab.

The PML-N awarded ticket to
Nazir Chohan for PP-167 and
PRML-N leaders including Shaista
Pervaiz Malik accompanied him
to submit his nomination papers.

It is pertinenl 1o mention here
that Pakistan Mushim League-
Nawaz (PML-N} has faced back-
bash from within the party over the
plan to award party tickets to dis-
sident PTI MPAs in Punjab
Assembly who were de-seated for
voting. in favour of Hamza
Shahbaz during the election for
chief mimister Punjab.

According to sources within
PML-N, the local PTI leadership
in the constituencies are not ready

Karachi man

o accept dissident PTI lawmakers
as their candidates. "PML-N has
Faced a severe backlash from local
partv leaders and therefore, some
of them will be contesting elec-
tions as independent candidates,”
they said.
he sources further shared that

the PML-M will not field its candi-
date against the dissident [awmak-
ers. “If PML-N awards party tick-
ets to dissident MPAz then it
might result in divisions with the
ranks besides also chances of
defeat for the candidate,” they
said

Asad K hokhar, Mouman
Langnal, Ghulam Rasool, Ajmal
Cheema, Lala Tahir Randhawa,
Salman Maeem, and Nazir Choban
will contest by-polls scheduled n
July as independent candidates.

The PML-N sources said that
the party would award tickets to
any candidate who wanted 1t and
will not leave those who support-
ed them in a difficult time I

stealing cars’

batteries caught red handed

KARACHI Citizens  on
Sunday arrested a man  for
allcgc&ly stealing batteries from
cars in Karachi’s Shadman
Town:

According to reports, the
thief was caught red-handed
when he came fo steal the bal-
tery of a vehicle. The thief was
canght red-handed by the resi-
dents of area

The furious residents of
Shadman Town after subjectin
the thief to vicious torture hand-
ed him over to the police It has
been learnt that the batteries of
the vehicles were being stolen
from the area since a long and
finally the thief was caughi red-
handed 4

Earlier, citizéens arrested a
man for stealing batteries from

arked maotorbikes at 1l
“hundrigar Road.

As so0n as Ilp came (o steal
another battery in a day, people
nabbed him. He wag handed

over (o the police alter torture
The police after the initial

KARACHI: Activists 0

probe also recovered the batter-
1es of five motoreyveles from his
possession. He was later shifted
te a police station for legal for-
malities and further investiga-
tion According to reports, the
thief was caught red-handed
when he came Tosteal the bal-
tery of a véhicle The thiel was
caught red-handed by the resi-
dents of area.

The furious residents of
Shadman Town after subjecting
the thief to vicious torture hand-
ed him over to the police. It has
been learnt that the batteries of
the vehicles were being stolen
from the area since a long and
Fimally the thiel was caught red-
handed.

Earlier, citizens arrested a
man for stealing batteries from
varked motorbikes at 1l

hundrigar Road.

As soon as he came to steal
another battery in a day, people
nabbed him. "He was handed
over to the palice after
torture. INP

outside press club in Provincial Capital.

“1 am very fond of untraditional farming expen-
ments for socio-economic benefiis
experimented with the farming of ginger and saf-
fron. Mink farming will be a new chapter in my

Road To Makkah:
First hajj flight
from Islamabad

tonight

KARACHI. The first
flight of the Hajj opera-
tion under the ‘Koad to
Makkah' initiative will
begin from the lslamabad
airport in the wee hours of
June 06,

The first flight of the
Hajj operation will depart
at 03:30 in the morning
on June 06, The secon
flight will also fly from
Islamabad airport at 0%:30
AM.  Prime  Minister
Shehbaz Sharif is also
expected to arrive on the
occasion. o

The first H_ﬂlj_] flight
from Multan will leave at
4:30 in _the evening on
June 06, while J?'rl:lm
Lahiore at 1:55 AM in the
night. :

All Sﬁec]al and govern-

ment Haji flights from
Peshawar, have been re-
route  through the
Islamabad  mirport The
Saudi Arabia has
launched the ‘Road to
Makkah® initiative in five
countries including
Pakistan, Malaysia,

Indonesia, Morocco and
Bangladesh. The proce-
dures also include coding
and sorting pilarims’ Tug-
gaye to send to their place
of residency, Upon their
armival, they move direct-
Iy to buses to take them to
their places of residence
in Makkah and Madinah
with designated paths
while the service authon-
ties deliver their lugpape
to their place of residency
INP

Energy crisis
deepens as shortfall
reaches 7,300mw

[SLAMABAD: The
energy cnsis in Pakistan
continues  to  deepen
despite Prime Minister
Shehbaz Shanif’s strong
directions to end load-
shedding.

According to  power
division sources, the elec-
tricity  shortfall  has
widened to 7300
megawatts on Sunday

¢ demand in the
country for electricity has
surged o 27,300
megawatts amid the swel-
tenng weather conditions
The duration of unan-
nounced  Toadshedding
nationwide also remaime
increased to 14 hours

They added that hardly
nationwide power pro-
duction of 20,000MW,
resulting i a shortfall of
7200 MW Currently, the
country is obtaimng 4,635
megawatts of electneity
from  hydropower, 1,060
megawatts  from thermal
power plants and 9677
from the [PPs; the well-
placed sources said.

It 15 learnt that three
MEOr PowWer COompanies
have shut down 16 power
plants in Pakistan dueto a
non-supply of el INP

f Pakistan P-;crp.les Party hold a pricst n favor of their demands

I successiully

China

is quite a new concepl. In a controlied environ-
ment, mink farming can be benelicial for Pakistam
farmers and ordinary people as a source of sustain-
able livelihood INP

Soong Ching Ling

Foundation launches 2022
"Junior Cultural Ambassadors"

ISLAMABAD: China Soong Ching
Ling Foundation has launched the
20272 "Junior Cultural Ambassadors™
Event to promote cultural exchanges
and mutual learning, and tighten peo-
ple-to-people bonds between differ-
ent countries. The event is expected
to build a platform for young people
all over the world to make the
acquaintance of each other both
online and offline, and bring out more
junior  cultural ambassadors  who
would make their own share of con-
tribution to people-to-people

exchanges. The 2022 event, under the
theme of "Get Connected Through
Art: My Favorite Chinese Arts’,
encourages young people to exchange
ideas and tell stories about Chinese
culture through videos, With the sup-
port of the ?3 i

urean of International

. -

QUETTA:Workers of Pakistan Peoples PArty h

Exchange and Cooperation of the
Ministry of Cullure and Tourism of
the People's Republic of China and
Guangming Online, the event 15 host-
e¢d by the China Soong Ching Ling
Science & Culture Center f'nrgYoung
People and China Cultural Centers
(verseas. Exchange among civiliza-
tions spurs diversity, mutual learning
promotes the richness of civiliza-
tions, Different civilizations comple-
ment each other and together consti-
tute 8 world that blooms with cul-
tures, To further strengthen communi-
cation and understanding and write a
new chapter of friendship among
young people around the world,
China Soong Ching Ling Foundation
is delighted to invite teenagers aged
13 - 16 around the world to partici-
pate in the 2022 INP

-

old a protest in favor of their

demands outside press club in Provincial Capital.

Karachi police recover Dua
Zehra in Bahawalnagar raid

BAHAWALNAGAR Karachi
police on Sunday recovered "missing
pirl" Dua Zehra in a police action in
Bahawalnagar

Police alzo arrested Dua Zshra’s
hushand and took the couple in their
protective custody

According to S53P Zubmir Sheikh,
the hushand and wife were recovered
from Chishtian in Bahawalnagar after
conducting several raids.He further
said that the police also arrested a
'facilitator' during the raid and hand-
ed him over to the Lahore police. The
anti-violent crnime cell of Karachi
police with the help of Punjaly police
conducted the raid Mr  Sheikh
informed that police launched raids in
all provinces of Pakistan including
Kashmir and collected data of hun-
dreds of people and recovered the girl
after short-listing these people. Dua
and her hushand Zaheer would be
presented before the court in Karach
on Monday, the S8P said adding tha
the couple was not using their mobile
phones in order to hide their loca-
tion.Mr Sheikh said that the couple
would possml])' be shifted to Karachi
later today. He said the court would

decide with whom Dua would stay,

While hearing the case on Friday,
the Sindh High Court ordered the
Federal Investigation Agency (FIA)
to trace the whereabouts of Dua
Lehra, the girl from Karach who had
marfied the boy of her choice in
Punjahb,

The court also ordered the FIA 10
take measures to prevent the girl from
going abroad, besides ordering the
Mational Database and Registration
Authority (NADRA) and the State
Bank of Pakistan (5BF) to block the
national identity cards (NICs) of all
suspects in the case thus freezing
therr bank accounts,

_ The SHC directed the FIA Director
General (DG) to conduct surveillance
of the country's borders.

Omn May 31, the Lahore High Court
{LHC) too rejected the a]i:pllcatmn
filed by the mother and brother of the
hushand of Dua Zehra against police
harassment and ordered the police to
produce the girl in the court, )
. The judge inquired from the peti-
tioner’'s counsel as to why his clients
did not Igrc-duce the girl before the
court. [N

Imran Khan's criticism
of national institutions reprehensi-
ble: Sharjeel Memon

KARACHL: Sindh Information
Minister Sharjeel Memon said that
Imran Khan's criticism of national
institutions is reprehensible. An
incompetent person is using inap-
propriate  conduct over losing
power. Mothing that harms the
cguntry:ﬁ reputation will be tolerat-
ed.

Addressing a press conference the
Sindh Information Minister said
that the People’'s Bus Service was
taunched on a trial basis, yesterday
Bus service will start in Larkana
Sindh government will run BRT bus
pr;&jects under the name of Red Line
and Yellow Line It has also been
decided to start BRT bus project in
Hyderabad

International financial institu-
tions have expressed interest in the
Yellow Line BRT project. he added.

The provincial minister further
gdid that Imran Khan and PTI are
trying to spread anarchy in the

country. A campaign is being
launched on social media against
national institetions and their lead-
ers.

Speaking about the sacrifices
made by the leadership of Pakistan
Peoples Party  (PPP)  Sharjeel
Memon added that when Benazir
Bhutto was martyred everyone has
the idea of the country’s situation at
that time. The PPP Co-Chairman
Asif Zardan did not speak against
the country even then, but raised the
slogan  of ‘Pakistan  Khappa’
[Pakistan comes first]

At that time, Asif Ali Zardan took
martyred Benazir Bhutto's body to
Larkana by helicopter instead of
road so that chaos would not spread
in the country.He further said that
the incident of martyrdom of
Benazir Bhutio was a great tragedy.
The PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutio
Zardari raised the slogan that
democracy is the best revenge. INP




