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PM orders tax abolition
for export industry’s
raw material

Imran Khan says ‘will
give Islamabad march
call in few days’

Despite flames smoke Quetta driver saved
lives by driving burning tanker

Syed Ali Shah, Manan Mandokhail

QUETTA; “All I had in mind was to
save human lives”, Muhammad Faisal,
a tanker driver who saved by driving a
burning tanker on Quetta’s Qambrani
road said. The video of Faisal driving
fast in a burning oil tanker went viral
on social media in Quetta and other
parts of the country. I thought now the
tanker will explode and I will die”,
Faisal recalls the dangerous movement
of his life.

The o1l tank parked at a petrol pump
on (,])uetyl’s ambrant road suddenly
caught fire, “When | saw the fire |
rushed and drove away from the tanker
despite roanng flames”, Faisal said as
his voice cracked. He belongs to a poor
family living in one of the poorest and
marginalized neighborhoods of Quetta,
the provincial capital of Balochistan
province,

“My pnmary concern was fo save
human lives™

The video, which widely went viral j
on social media shows thick black )

q

Police constable
injured in a firing
incident in Khuzdar

Mal Kakar, Mohib Khan

smoke rising from the tanker and roar-
ing flames of fire. People are shouting
at the driver to stop it. MF primary
concern was to save human lives”, the
dri;er with the black-trimmed beard
said.

“I thought I would die but | was con-
cerned about the population”, he said.
Faisal drove away the burning ol
tanker carrying more than 10,000 liters
of petrol for around 2 kilometers to
save human lives. Faisal 1s a driver for
the last five vears and his monthly
salary is only Rs. 18000, “Yes [ was
thinking of my parents and kids when |
felt thelileal of tlames”, Faisal narrated
the ordeal.

“Provincial government  should
announce a special prize for this bold
driver” )

Scores of people in the area rushed
toward the burning tanker and extin-
guished the flames of fire. “Provincial
government should announce a special
prize for this bold drver”, Afag
Ahmed, a resident of the Qambrani
road demanded. He demanded of Chief
Minister Balochistan, Mir Quddus

22 dead as passenger van falls into
a ravine near Killa Saifullah

senger van, Tribesmen and personnel of the
MERC faced difficultics i retrieving the dead
bodies from the wvan Traffic acesdents have

Bizenjo to announce a special prize for
}he driver who saved precious human
ives.

“All | had in mind was to save the
people, to save the pump, and to save
the owner,” he said. In return, if [
know, If | go (die)”, 1 was mentally
prepared”, Faisal said,

I had to drive a tanker wrapped o
flames for two kilometers to reach the
empty field .

According to Muhammad Faisal,
after going some distance, he decided
to stop the tanker. then two vehicles
came in which people were nding, so |
decided to go further. then shops and
population came, people were also
there. | had to drive a tanker wrapped
m flames for two kilometers to reach
the empty field “When | saw this
empty place. | parked and thanks to

rod the door was opened”, he said.

On Wednesday. police. and the
owner of the tanker were present on the
spot and shifted the burnt tanker to the
garage for repair, A crowed of the peo-
ple was also present on the oceasion o
witness the burnt oil tanker,

From Our Correspondent

A police constable was myured in
a firing ncident in Bﬂlocfl.istan‘s
kKhuzdar district on Wednesday.
Police sources said the armed
accused opened fire on the police
constable on Sultan Thrahim road
Khuzdar,

The police constable dentified
as Inayvatullah  was  seriously
mjured. The injured policeman was
rushed to civil hospital Khuzdar for
medical treatment.

The attackers escaped unhurt
from the spot, Police reached the
spot of the mcident as an investiga-
fion mto the mcident went under-

AL f ——
claim of responsibility for the
attack.
In the past, militants have repeat-
edly attacked security personnel

and pro-government poliicians
Khuzdar.

At least 22 people died and a child was serious-
Iy injured when a passenger van fell into a deep
ravine i Balochistan’s Killa Saifullah district on
Wednesday. “We have evacuated 22 dead bodies
from the spot”, Hatiz Qasim Kakar. Deputy
Commissioner Killa Saifullah said Nine victims
belong to one famaly, Mr. Kakar mentioned

For medical treatment, the mnjured child was
shifted to the district headquarters hospital Killa
Saifullah, The condition of the injured child is
serinpus, Mr Kakar said, The dead melude 12 men,
5 women, and 5 children The passenger van was
on its way from Loralai to Zhob when o .5:|'}rupl|}-
fell into a deep ravine in the Akhtarzar Viala area
of the Killa Saifullah district, The Medical
Emergency Response Center (MERC ) personnel
also reached the spot and evacuated the dead bod-
1es from the ravine. The mured child was later
rushed to the trauma center civil hospital Quetta

pt
ment.

The van was completely
dcstmg—'rcd in the deadlv acoident Trbesmen and
MERC officials face difficulties A large number of
the tribesmen from neighbormg villages reached
the spot to evacuate the dead bodies from the pas-

claimed scores of precious human lives in various
parts of Balochistan Road accidents have become
the order of the day on Quetta-Karachi. Zhob,
Chaman. Sibi, and Taftan highways Reckless driv-
ing and narrow roads are considered as the under-
lying reason behind increasing incidents of traffic
accidents, Balochistan being the areawise largest
province of the eountry has no single-kilometer
motorway despite repeated appeals to the federal
sovernment, Ch ngjus Bizenjo expresses sor-
row over the aceident

Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir OQuddus
Bizenjo i:.*:]jrcf-isegi ar el and sorrow over the dead-
Iy tralfic accident. In a statement 1ssued afier the
traffic accident, he expressed sympathies with the
broken famihies Mr Bizemjo directed the local
administration to make sure provision of proper
medical treatment to the mured and support the
heirs of the victims

o
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way. There was no immediate

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif chairs National
Economic Councilf NEC) meeting.

PM orders tax
abolition for export
industry’s raw material

ISLAMABALD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Shanf Wednesday
directed the authorities concerned to abolish all taxes on the raw materials
of the export industry, as part of his government’s vision to develop an
expori-onented economy.

The prime numster, m a meeting with a delegation of the Amencan
Business Council, also directed the formation of task forces to attract
investment in multiple sectors.

The task forces would be formed in the fields of tourism, phamnaccuti—
cals, information technology, e-commerce, larpe-scale manufacturing, and
agriculture,

He told the delegation that the government was making efforts to ensure
the production of export quality agricultural products.

He said it was for the first time that the government was calling for the
consistency of the policies as the subjects of the national economy and
public welfare were above politics.

The delegation comprised representatives from pharmaceunicals, food
processing, 1T, e-commerce, retail, textile, sports, and logistics sectors.

The participants said the government’s policies had helped revive the
investors” trust and the pre-budget consultation with the stakeholders was
a welconmng step.

The prime minister directed the secretary of commerce as well as the
secretary of the Board of Investment to ensure immediate resolution of the
issuis faced by the investors and sought a compliance report within a
week.

Federal mimisters Syed Naveed Qamar, Makhdoom Murtaza Mahmood,
Marrivum Aurangzeb and senior officers attended the meeting INP

A proposal to shut down markets at 8:30pm 1n an effort to conserve
energy came under discussion on Wednesday during a meeting of the
freshly reconstituted Mational Economic Council (NEC)

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif chaired today’s meeting, which was
attended by the chief ministers of Sindh, Punjab and Balochistan.
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister Mahmood Khan did not attend
the meeting and Chief Secretary Shehzad Bangash represented the
province instead.

According to a handout 1ssued after the meeting, all four provinces
agreed in principle on the proposal to close down markets by &:30pm
However, the chief ministers of Sindh. Balochistan and Punjab sought
two days to consult trade bodies and business conumunities i their
respective provinces.

During the meeting, the chief ministers were consulted on the nation-
al stratepy for tackling the enerpy crisis. The participants were also
informed about the federal cabinet's decisions and proposals for con-
serving energy, the statement said,

On the other hand. KP Finance Minister Taimur Khan Jhagra said on
Twitter that the province had not agreed to close down markets. "KP
has not agreed to this. It was put forward that KP will decide aller con-
sultation with the CM." he said.

Meanwhile, Minister for Power Khurram Dastgir said the govern-
ment had planned a number of measures to conserve energy, including
two weekly offs and work-from-home for one day of the week. He also

Work on
Sukkur-Hyderabad
Motorway to be
started after
ECNEC’s
approval: NA told

[SLAMABAD:  Mimister for
Parliamentary Affairs Murtaza
Javed Abbasi on Wednesday infor
med the National Assembly that
work on the Sukhm—ll}-‘derabad
Motorway (M-6} would be started
after getting approval of the Exec
utive Committee of the National
Econo mic Council (ECNEC) Re
:'s.?uu ding to a Callimg Attention
Notice regarding inordinate delay
in start of Hyderabad-Sukkur
motorway, he said, “The project
was approved in 2017, but Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf government dur-
g its three and half vears had not
given priority to it "He said “the
six-lane Rs 307 billion public-pni-
vate partnership project had been
forwarded to the ECNEC for appr
oval, and after getting 15 n
design of the project would be
finalized m six months. " The minis-
ter said the government of Pakistan
would pay about Rs 9.5 hillion for
the 306 kilomeler Sukkur-ll}'qlt,‘:
rabad mot orway and 1t would com
plete in two and hal{ vears afler the
work started INP

Govt will provide
relief to people in
budget: Shazia
Marri

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister
for Benazir  Income  Support
ngl;amme_iBlSP} Shazia Atta
Marri has said that the government
will provade relief to people in the
budget being announeed on Friday,

Talking ~ to  reporters  in
Islamabad on Wednesday, she said
28 billion rupees are being provid-
ed 1o people through  Benazi
Income Support Programme. She
saicd that six million people have
recently been included in ambit of
the BISP o curtail poverty. The
Minister for Benazir Income
Support Programme said two thou-
sand rupees are being given to
those whom T'uunllll_v. INP

Imran Khan says ‘will
give Islamabad march
call in few days’

ISLAMABAD: Former pnme min-
ister and PTI chairman Tmran Khan
Wednesday allezed that efforts are
underway to ensure the success of the
present rulers in the upcoming peneral
clections, Addressing PTI's National
Council meeting in Islamabad, lmran
Khan said, the incumbent government
i5 allegedly doing delimitations to ben-
efit themselves in the upcoming gener-
al elections He smd the mam obyect of
elections 15 10 elect compelent people
who can run the country. Democracy 15
based on meritocracy, nol on impenal-
1sm, Pakistan's history shows the coun-
try was ruled by dictators and then by
two families, he added f.'rllici.\mg PFPP
chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardani, the
former prime ninmster said, Bilawal did
a long march towards Islamabad when
Rsd per litre was increased by his gov=-
ernment. Where is he now when the
fuel prices have been jacked up by

Rs60 per hire?ln the ruling tenure of

the PTI sovernment, the petrol was
jacked up by Rs35 per fitre, but the
‘imported povernmen!” has rased its
prices by Rs60n just 15 davs, he was
guoted He asked the masses to et
ready as he will give a call for "Hagigi
Azadi March® in a few days. He reiterat-
el his resolve that the government was
ousted over a 'foreign conspiracy. The
rulers came mte power only 1o @ve
themselves relief from the corruplion
cases “'Celebrations were held in 1srael
and India over the ouster of PTI gov-
ernment "Recalling the worst shelling
and torture over the participants of the
Aradi March, Imran Khan said hus L
ermment! did not stop anyone from
doing & long march towards the federal
capital, neither hurdles were created.
“Fazlur Rehman, Bilawal did long
marches towards Islamabad, but PTI
povernment did not stop them. "INP

Govt all set to present
progressive budget on Friday

ISLAMABAD: The incumbent
coalition government is all set to
present its first pro-people, busi-
ness-friendly and progressive
budget for the fiscal year 2022-23
in the Parliament on June 10
(Friday). with special focus on fis-
cal consolidation to contain buds-
et deficit. The budget would be
resented by Federal Minister for
Finance and Revenue, Miftah
Ismail. The budger had been for-
mulated while considering the
existing challenges being faced by
cconomy at domestic and interna-
tional fronts, Hence, mitigating
people’s sufferings, transforming
agriculture secior. promoting
Information Technology (IT).
boosting industrial and holstering
businesses wounld be the main
focus of the document, sources
said.ln addition to fiscal manage-
ment, revenue mobilization, meas-
ures for economic stabilization
and growth, reduction in non-

development expenditures; boost-
ing exports besides job creation
and people friendly policies for the
socioeconomic prosperity of the
country would feature in the budg-
et.lt would also focus on social
sector development besides intro-
ducing reforms for improving gov-
ernance and boosting private sec-
tor investment.On the revenue
side. the government would intro-
duce measures for bringing
improvements in the system of tax
collection, broadening the tax
base, and facilitation fo tax pay-
ers.Keeping in view the robust
growth of revenues during the cur-
rent fiscal year (2021-22), the gov-
ernment is likely to set the revenue
collection tarpet at over Rs.7 til-
lion for the fiscal vear 20222-
23 Sources said the preparations
for the announcement of the feder-
al budget for fiscal year 2022-23
continued v foll swing m accor-
dance.INP

Supply of flour at
Rs40 per kg started
in KP: Marriyum
Aurangzeb

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Information  and Broadcasting
Marriyum Aurangzeb says on the
directives of Prme Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, supply of flour at
rupees 40 per kilogram has been
started m Khyber-Pakhiunkhwa,

In a statement on Wednesday,
the Information Minister said that
100 mobile stores were setup to
fulfill the promise of providing
flour to the people of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa at affordable price.

Marriyum Aurangreb said for
this purpose. the provinee has been
divided nio  Abbotiabad  and
Peshawar zones, She said the sup-
ply of inexpensive flour will
gradually extended to the whole
provinee. INP

3,919 pilgrims
arrived in Saudi
Arabia in 3 days:

Ministry

ISLAMABATDY: The Ministry of
Religious Affairs and Interfaith
Harmony on Wednesday said that
3.919 pilgnms arrived i Saudi
Arabia in the last three days.

Talking to media, the ministry’s
spokesperson Muhammad Umar
[-EI!T said that 1,710 pilgrims were
scheduled to leave for Madina on
Wednesday gight flights,
ineluding four from Islamabad and
one cach fom Karachi, Lahore,
Ouetta and Multan. He further said
that on Thursday 1,330 more pil-
arims would leave for the holy
land through five Hayj Mights. Hajj
operation r.:{‘msls,ImF of liﬁé Nighis
would continue till June 30, he
said.Umar samd that accommoda-
tion had been arranged in Haji
camps for the convenience of pil-
grims coming from far Mlung areas
of the country. He sad that vac-
cines, tickets, visas, identity pen-
dants and passporis were being
provided to the pilgrims at the

camps.IMNP

Proposal to shut markets at 8:30pm across country under consideration

said that the government was taking practical steps to address the ener-
oy CTisEs,

Addressing a press conference in Islamabad, the minister said ineffi-
cient and expensive power plants would be gradually phased out.

He said the country's total power generation was 22.010MW while
the demand was 26, 227MW, adding that the shortfall stoad at more
than 4 000MW on June 7.

The minister said the government had decided that power plants
which used imported fuel would no longer be set up. Massive mvest-
ment will be carried out in the solar energy sector in order to increase
its output to 10,000 MW, he said

He went on to say that the demand for electricity had increased due
to the increase in temperature. The minister added that the government
had implemented a zero-loadshedding policy in the industnial sector.

The decision comes as Pakistan 1s currently facing an energy short-
fall, with parts ot the country witnessing hours-long loadshedding

A day earlier, the federal cabinet decided that priority would be
given to holding government meetings virtually till an energy conser-
vation plan was approved. The cabinet also decided to cut the con-
sumption of utilities al the government level and in offices by 10 per
cent.

On Monday, former prime minister Shahid Khagan Abbasi said the
government had taken steps that would reduce power shortfall to three-
and-a-half hours by Tuesday.
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Water shortage
in Balochistan

The scarcity of water poses a serious threat to human life in Quetta
and other parts of Balochistan. Environmentalists and experts on the
water issues have warned of an alarming situation with regard to water
scarcily in Quetta in near [uture.

The water level continues to drop with every passing day in (uetta,
and mosi parts of Balochistan. This has sent alarm bells among the
indigenous people living for centuries in towns and villages.
Environmentalists warn that the shortage of water is likely to force cit-
izens of the provincial capital to migrate.

The Water and Sanitation Authority (WASA) has failed to provide
drinking water to citizens of the city. Most of the WASA-run tube wells
are either not functional or provide water to officials and mfluentials,

People pumping water from more than 1,000 deep underground

Gone are the

dbays, when peo

ple were pumping water through tube

wells 500 feet deep from underground. Currently, 1t 1s more than 1,000

feet deep.

Private tankers are meeting the demand of more than 70 percent pop-
ulation of the city. Tankers owners are minting money from the people
righi under the nose of WASA and district administration, Per tanker is

available at Rs. 2,000 to 3.000.No mechanism to check the guality of

waterMore importantly, none checks the quality of water. Nobody
knows whether the water i1s contaminated or clean for drinking. Since it
is a matter of human health and life. therefore, the provincial govern-
ment should evolve a mechanism to check the guality of water. Set
aside, the increasing rates of water tankers association. Depleting water
table in Quetta, Pishin, Killa Abdullah, Kalat, Mastung, Noshki and
Chaghi have forced the growers to cul their green trees. This has made
a large number of people jobless as most of the people in Balochistan
are financially dependent on agriculture and livestock.
Construction of delay and check dams imperative

As sugeested and advised by the environmentalists, the

rovincial

and federal governments must construct delay and check dams on a
war-footing basis to maintain the depleting water table, Supreme Court
has already directed the government to ensure the completion of more
than 100 dams within the next three vears to overcome the water crisis

in Balochistan.

The Future of Pakistan’s Higher
Education — Where Are We Heading

Omne year on, the chaos
contimies at the highest
institution mandated to
oversee higher education
m_the couniry, At the
Higher =~ Education
Comnussion, the current
chairman. Dr.  Tarig
Binur, 15 still battling for
his survival. While” Dr.
Binun mmght barely com-
plete his term this May.
the future of higher edu-
cation m Pakistan 15 set
on a downward
spiral. The Higher
~ducation Commission
had evolved as an institu-
tion i two decades,
assimilatimg many essen-
tial attributes and contin-
ually weeding out 1l
ractices along the way.
Exactl}' when the institu-
tion was in the middle of
s development, 1t was
struck with an unneeded
blow of an arbitrary ordi-
nance. The eventis that
followed, it has directly
exposed higher education
to the wlims of the

power  corridors  for
rood. The status of the
igher “ducation
Commission is fast on iis
way to becoming a mere
equivalent of a board of
mtermediate and second-
ary education overseeing
tertiary _education. It is
approaching being com-
Eeiely subsumed in the
lack’ hole of public offi-
cialdom. Perhaps 1t was
frowned upon as a pecu-
liar case in the public
sector for its relatively
superior standards in
education and gover-
nance. Therefore, 1t was
felt that it needed to be
rovermned by colleagues
who oversee the rest of
the education domain.
The role of the federal
rovernment enhanced in
EC affairs
This is clear from the
fact that the tenure of the
chairman is reduced Lo
two years and the role of
the Yederal government
has been enhanced n the
HEC affairs. Inevitably,
the same wizards in the
overnment will oversee
EC. who have eamed
some interesting distine-
tions for us, For example,
according to a UNICEF
report, we have the sec-
ond-largest number of
out-of-school  children
after Nigenia, 1.e., about
22.8 million children out
of school, Onlcf about
67% of our kids finish

primary school: and only

55% of those in grade 5
can solve a two-digit sub-
traction (reported in a
survey bfy South Asia
Forum for Education
Development). not 1o
mention  the evil of
evils—the class disparnity
mgrained m the system
up to grade 12, As a
result, the standard of
higher education in the
country will be, in no
way, better than what we
have at the primary and
secondary levels.
Another consequence
of the above scenario is
that higher education will
inspire atlention at the
CII'U in & ProvINCes.
While there 15 no harm in
overseeing higher educa-
tion at the provincial
level, if unchecked, this
will, however, incur its
own  heavy cost—one
that is exemplified in the
recent developments in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Imitiating new umvyersi-
ties with arbitrary plans,
Irlf}fﬁl&nl_‘lus appomtments
of key umiversity offi-
cials. mcreasing political
influence in the universi-
tv  management, and
wrecking ~ the already
scarce financial resources
are among a few recent
proceedings in higher
education al
KPK . Provincial-level,
higher education is mere-
lv treated as part of the
riches  to  distribute
among the stakeholders

of the governmentSimilar
occurrences are likely o
follow in other provinces
given the frail existence
of the HEC. At the
provincial level. higher
education is merchy treat-
ed as part of the riches to
distribute among the
stakeholders of the gov-
ernment. As a result, the
only matters of interest in
higher education will
remain the number of
appointments (excessive
and unjust), promotions
based on kinships, unfair
admissions, undeserved
scho]arsh;ps. and illegal
award of contraclts 1o
esired contractors.
Anything about mstitu-
tion making, quality edu-
cation. and impactful
research will only be
deceptive slogans.It is
not intended here to
gstablish that everything
has been exquisite 1In
igher education 1 the
past. There is a long list
of improvements and
reforms that were still
required to uphold the
actual spirit of a regulator
and patron of higher edu-
cation in the country.
Some might argue that
the existing model in the
HEC required delegation
within the institution
instead of concentration
of power with the chair-
man. A more inclusive
model of working with
the umversities and the
provinees was required.

Dy, Faisal Ahmed Khan

Therefore, a reflection
within the institution was
needed instead of an
mtrusion  from  above,
The advances last year
have only made things
WOTsc.,

The push for a sub-
dued HEC will cause
imore than just saying
Equdb}-e 1o Dr.

inurt The push for a
subdued HEE‘ will cause
more than drst_say;n
woodbve to Dr. Binuri. It
will undo the progress
made in the sector in the
last  two  decades.
Universities will only
become dominions of
I;Ull'twians an the
wireaucracy with bounti-
ful interests for them. Yet
we can hope that it is
still not too late for the
new government to real-
ize the damage already
done. The stature of the
HEC should be restored
to its origimal form witl
a plan of enabling the
team within the instit-
tion and promoting the
inclusive participation of
academics and stake-
holders from across the
country. Political inter-
gsts and enmities should
be set aside for the sake
of our youth and future
generations. Socrates has
summed it well: “The
secret of change is to
focus all ﬁ-,-'our energy,

t

A change for the wors

Prior to the exit of
Imran Khan, in 1989 a
no-trust  motion  was
voled upon against the-
then prime minister
Benazir Bhutto. The con-
tJasting] manners in
which the ruling party of
the day reacted to the no-
trust motion on  each
oceasion is a grim point-
er to the direction 1n
which our politics has
moved since 1989 — hy
all accounts, a tum for
the worse,

In a parhamentary
democracy. the executive
is the creation of parlia-
ment. Being the chief
executive, the prime
minister must enjoy the
confidence of the ma]ion—
ty of the popularly-clect-
ed legislature — in our
case  the Mational
Assembly. That is the
redason one o lhi: rst
azenda items after the
election of the presiding
officers in a newly elect-
ed parliament is to ascer-
tain who enjoys the con-
fidence of the majority of
the members.

In some countries. as
in India, the prime minis-
ter is appointed by the
president. After hig/her
appomiment, the pnime
minister is bound to seek
a vote of confidence
from the popular cham-
ber within the stipulated
period. In case he fails to
do so. he has to call it

uits. In Indiz, o 1996,
Atal  Bihart  Vajpayee
sref)p-ed down as premier
only a fortnight after
being sworn i having
failed to win the vote of
confidence from the Lok

abha.

Taking due cognizance
of this fundamental con-
vention of parliamentary

form of govemment,
Article 91 (3) of the con-
stitution of  Pakistan
states: “Adter the election
of the Speaker and the
Deputy  Speaker, the
National Assembly shall,
to the exclusion of any
other business, proceed
to elect without debate
one of its Muslim mem-
bers to be the Prnime
Minister.” Clause (4) of
the same article adds:
“The Prime Minister
shall be elected by the
votes of the majority of
the total memberslnF af
the National Assembly.”
Logically, if the
National Assemhlif by a
majerity can elect a
member as prime minis-
ter. 1t can also vote them
out. Hence, Article 95 of
the constitution stipu-
lates that if a motion of
no-confidence is passed
by a majority of the total
membership of the
National Assembly, the
prime  mamister  shall
cease to hold office. Thus
the popularly elected
assembly’s power to vote
out the prime minister is
an_essential. non-nego-
tiable feature of parlia-
mentary democracy,
Coming bac to
Pakistan, 1n a power
strugele, prime ministers

have generally  been
whumped by powerful
presidents. OWEVET,

prior to April 10, 2022 no

rime minister had ever
een voted out on the
floor of the house. The
only prime minister who
had come close to being
voted out was Benazir
Bhutto. .

The election of the
charismatic Benazir
Bhutto in [988 marked
the eclipse of a long.

dark era of despotism,
against which she had
spearheaded a popular
movement.  Though it
had emerged as the sin-
gle largest party m the
national elections, her
party. the PPP, fell short
of a clear majority and
could form the govern-
ment only with the help
of smaller/regional par-
ties and independents,
and having reached a
power-sharing deal with
the then president and
other powerful stake-
holders. However, all
along the weak coalition
hung by a thread.

) Tﬁinggs came to a head
in 1989 when the opposi-
tion tabled a non-confi-
dence motion  against
Benazir Bhutte. In view
of the thin majority of the
ruling coalition in the
Mational Assembly, the
outcome of the motion
was anybody's guess.
That said,” Benazir
Bhutto dealt with the
clrrposmon‘s move with
all grace and dignit
befitling a democratical-
Iy elected leader. At no
point did she term the
maotion an international
COnNSpiracy, although
bemng a leader of interna-
tional stature, she could
have contrived a conspir-
acy theory without much
ado. Her father Zulfikar
Ali Bhutto. it may be
mentioned, is widely
believed to have been a
vietim of such a conspir-

acy.
c%\or did she, or any
other leader from her
party. use abusive lan-
suage against her oppo-
nents. much less accuse
them of being morally
bankrupt or fraitors, She
did strongly criticize the

opposition lor what she
called their undemaocratic
tactics and allegedly try-
ing to purchase loyalties
of her parhamentarians.
In retwrn, she took the
fak for having allegedly
resorted to similar tac-
tics. At that time, the
constitution didn't
embody provisions
against floor-crossing by
the legislators and so
they were absolutely free
o move from ong parly
tor another.

It is widely believed
that the strings of the
opposition, which was
led by the then Punjab
chief minister and future
grlm_e minister Nawaz

harif, were pulled by
the then  president
Ghulam  Ishag  Khan
(GIK). But Benazir
Bhutto didn’t point an
aecusing finger at state
institutions, Nor did she
threaten the members of
her party who were sus-
pected of defecting, or
their families, of dire
consequences, To top i
all, despite being a huge-
Iy popular leader, she
didn’t seek to defeat the
no-confidence maotion
through a show of
strength on the streets,
Being a leader who was
well-steeped in demo-
cratic conventions, she
knew well that, far from
being an aberration, a
NON-trust motion was an
integral part of the parha-
mentary form of govern-
ment.

Equally graceful was
the role of the then
speaker of the Natonal
Assembly and wveteran

litician, Malik Meraj
chalid, who had already
won_accolades for con-
ducting the business of

By Hussain H Zaidi
the house in a completely
impartial way, as he was
supposed to do as per the
spinit of his high office.
At no point during the
whole episode did he
demonstrate that he was
taking sides. Instead. he
went by the book and
allowed the no-trusi
maotion to take its logical
course. The highest court
of the land didn’t have to
intervene to ensure that
the motion was put lo
VOIS,

The no-trust motion
was defeated by only 12
votes and Prime Minister
Bhutto survived. But the
cards had already been
stacked against her, In a
few months, she was
sacked by president GGIK
by invoking the now-
defunct Article 58 (2-h)
of the constitution. In a
game of fluctuating for-
tunes, three years later
she was back in the sad-
dle having sunk her dif-
ferences with the same
Glk. Pohticians can
always have more than
one bite on the cherry; so

olincal battles may not
e taken as a matter of
life and death. )

The logical question
which the events preced-
ing the exit of Imran
Kﬁan has given rise to is
this: why has politics
become such a squalid
affair 1 Pakistan?
Certainly, the advent of
the 24/7 TV channels and
the presence of a ubiqui-
tous social media pro-
vide sufficient ammuni-
tion to politicians and
their supporters to heap
slur on their opponents to
their heart’s content. But
the media, maimstream or
social, isn't the prime
culprit.

The neoliberal

akistan i5
going through a
serigus  eco-
nomic erisis
and neoliberals
asserl that the
lies i imple-
menting neoliberal poli-
cies. They beheve that
since the market was not
allowed to function prop-
erly, the country contin-
ued  facing  economic
roblems, It is their firm
chef that had evervthin
been left at the mercy o
the market, things would
have been much betier
and the economy would
have beén functioning in
an excellent way

This i3 not only the
mantra of  Pakistani
neoliberals; pro-market
economists all over the
world come up with the
same recipe whenever an
eceonomie cnsis hits any
country. The solution first
emerged urin the

P

solution

decade of the 1970s and
was populanzed by for-
mer Brtish prime minis-

ter Margaret Thatcher and
American president
Ronald Reagan. The two
heads of the governments
were ardent supporters of
this market-oriented cure
that tumed out to be a
recipe for disaster for
maiy countries, especial-
v those m the western
hemisphere where nuth-
less market reforms were
carried out. pushing mil-
lions of people below the
poverty line.

According to Dawisson
Belem Lopes, a professor
of international and com-
Param‘c é:l{:]mcs. “In the
ate 19805 and early
19905, Brazil (under
Fernando Collor de
Mello), Argentina (under
Carlos Menem), Mexico
{under Carlos Salinas),

mantra

Venezuela (under Carlos
Perez), and Peru (under
Alberto Fujimori) were
all bemg governed by
n%hl-wmg residents who
adopted  the so-called
"Washington Consensus' —
a neoliberal  formula
coined by the World Bank
and seen by enthusiasts as
a ticket to glory —asaf it
were the wave of the
future. However, the
results of Washington
Consensus  policies  1n
Latin America were trag-
ic: GDP stalled, social
policies shrank, income
concentration and poverty
rose, unemployment and
labour  precariousness
surged, violence skyrock-
eted, In some of these
countries, not even mfla-
tion was tamed "
Despite tollowing some
of the most liberal eco-
nomic policies i the
waorld, the region still
houses more than 86 mil-
lion poor I\eaple. I 2020,
the prevalence of hunger
in Latin America and the
Caribbean (LAC) reached
9.1 percent, the highest in
the last 13~ wvears
According to Unicef and
WHO, "Some 3 in 10 peo-
le worldwide, or 2.1 hil-
ion, lack access to safe,
readily available water at
home, and 6 in 10, or 4.5
bithion. lack safely man-
aged sanitaton.” Millions
of such people live in the
western hemisphere as
well, which was a haven
for Western companies
and multinational corpo-
rations during the decades
of 1980s and 1990s. So, it
15 clear that these market-
ariented reforms did not
benefit people at all; they
might have enriched
Western capitalists and
their local collaborators
the region though

not on fighting the old.
but _on buwlding the
new,”

1 r

It was this ruthlessness
of market-orniented poli-
cies that created unrest in
several parts  of the
Western hemisphere
bringing several lefi-lean-
ing politicians into power.
Some of these politcians
tried to extend help and
succour to therr people
but unfortunately these
left-wing leaders could
not  sueeeed. (.'rlp]:lllr_lﬁ
Western sanctions are sai
to be one of the factors
leading to their failures.
Unfortunately, the leaders
of this Spanish and
Portuguese speaking beli
are oDnoe again turning
towards a market-oriente
solution that is going to be
as disastrons as it med
out to be m the past.

Pakistan also witnessed
the structural adjustment
programme  during the
decade of the 1980s It
was introduced on the
pretext that 1t would
attract foreign invest-
ments, indusirialize the
country, create wealth and
eliminale poverty, But
despite selling out more
than 167 state-run enti-
ties. the country still
houses millions of jobless
vouths who have no hope
of a better future. More
than 60 nullion people are
living below the poverty
hine while the majonty of
the people do not have
access 10 clean drinking
water. Millions of people
are forced 1o live in semi-
human conditions.
Literacy instead of nsing
has declined over the
years while eéconomic
growth 15 not as impres-
sive as it was expected at
the time of the mtroduc-
tion of these market-ori-
ented reforms Millions of
workers have been ren-
dered jobless

The ethereal beauty of
the Kashmir valley is
being assaulted by the
ugliness of Indian depre-
dations on human rights
and international law
fronts in the disputed ter-
ritur]y.
The disputed status of
[OJK is a Tact established
by 18 United Nations res-
olutions. The statement of
the Russell Tribunal men-
tions the Kashmir issue as
the worst exemplar of set-
tler colonialism. genocide
and  crimes  against
humanity.  The trbunal
has based its opinion after
hearing evidence from
two genocide alerts given
by Genocide Watch, The
only big difference this
time is the obliteration of
Kashmiris®  identity
through an insidionsly
choreagraphed annexation
campaign,

The denial of human
and pohitical rights has
been combined n a per-
fect storm of identity
denial through killings,
torture, rape and %erry—
mandering  of political
Consttuencies 1o Impose a
puppet chief minister who
can sanciify the gross vio-
lation of human rights and
international law by doing
the bidding of the Indian

government. i
The US Commission on
International  Religious

Freedoms {USCIRF} has
in its recently unveiled
report 1 Apnl 2022 rec-
ommended that India be
listed as “Country of
Particular Concern.”
LSCIRF is an independ-
ent bipartisan us
Congress mandated entity

created under
International  Religious
Freedom  Act 1998

(IRFA). The report has put

Godse’s India

India on the list of comn-
cern for the third vear run-
ning, highlighting egre-
gious violation of reli-
g1ious rights and freedoms
through  discriminatory
laws such as Citizen
Amendment Act.

The demal of rehgious
freedoms and visceral
hatred for minorities is in
line with the extremist

uritanical ideology of
Hindutva that aims at san-
itizing India of all non-
Hindu faiths to pave the
way for a Hindu Rashira.
Eliminating all vestiges of
pluralism and religious
diversity is ammed at reli-
gio-cultural homogeniza-
tion of India that has
Fiven rise to a spate of
human rights violations
spanming 4 wide gamut of
crimes including  crime
against humanity, geno-
cide and ethnic cleansin

especially  in  Oceupie

Kashmur, northeastern
states, Rajasthan, Gujrat,
LIP and Maharashira.

The apotheosis of this
ethno-religious xenopho-
bia has been witmessed in
Kashmir whose illegal
annexation  in  August
2019 has set in motion a
cascading  sequence of
encroachments aimed at
erasure  of Kashmiris®
identity. This is being
achieved through a sys-
tematic campaign of alfer-
ation of demography and
centuries-old fand owner-
shilp attern.

ndizan Megally
Occupied  Jammu  and
kashmir (1TOJK) has been
without & representative
government since 2018
and 15 being ruled directly
by New Belhi through
Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha. The latest
attempt at artificially him-

iting the Kashmin pres-
ence in the legislature is
the announcement of new
delimitation of electoral
constituencies in Jammu
and Kashmir, The Modi
govermment’s delimitation
commission has increased
the number of assembly
seats in Hindu dominated
Jammu from 37 to 43
while adding only one
scat to Mushm majonity
kashmir Valley’s existing
tally of 46, The addition
of ‘six seats in Jammu
compared to only onc in
Kashmir gives a clear
advantage of five seats to
Hindu community. The
biased commussion has
also awarded two reserve
seats 0 Kashmiri
migrants who are predom-
imantly Hindus and m the
grip of povernment-
mspired vitriolic propa-
ﬁndg against Kashmiri

ushms  through hate
spewing  films such as
kashmir Files.According
to Mehbooba Mufti of the
PDP. a relatively moder-
ate political leader, the
gerrymandering  of  the
electoral constituencies is
a blatant attempt at disem-
powering  the  Muslim
C(J'I.'I'L]'I'.II.II]II.}' huﬁm_‘ CVEN
one vote 15 polled in the
elections.  Inm 2002,
Occupied Kashmir's gov-
emment and India had
amended their constitu-
tion deferring the delimi-
tation of constituencies till
2026. A new census super-
seding the census of
2011was planned to be
held in 2021 whose results
were to be the basis of
new electoral delimitation
in 2026 Instead of abiding
by that commitment, the
BIP povernment encour-
aged by the revocation of
Article 370 and 35 A

August 2019 has taken the
ultimate step towards for-
malization of annexation
through illegal delimita-
tion of constituencies
based on existing popula-
tion. According to inde-
pendent analysts, one per-
son i Jammu 15 now
equivalent to 1.3 persons
i Kashmir due to iniqui-
tous electoral delimitation
that hadli discriminates
between 36 per cent of
valleyv-dwelling
Kashmiris and 44 per cent
Jammu  dwellers.  The
clever majonty altering
artifice is ¢ ear; aimed ai
bringing the BIP to power
m OJK through ngged
elections o legalize the
illegal annexation of the
disputed region to the
Indian Union,

A dispassionate analy-
sis of the new delimitation
of constituencies shows
that by carving out one
constituency for 1,25 082
people in  Jammu as
opposed to 1,46,563 in

ashmir Valley 1,009,621

cople have been disen-
ranchised m Qccupied
Kashmir. Manipulation of
constituencies has been a
Iﬁngéslanding ambition of
the BIP government as it
has often raised the bogey
of under-representation of
the Jammu region. The
party had won 23 seals in
the 2014 assembly polls
and was made part of the
govemmeni for the first
time in Oceupied
Kashmur's history. Having
tasted blood in 2014, 1
now aims to capture the
chief minister’s  slot
through an  artificially
altered political geogra-
phy of the region. The
delimitation has come in
for scathing criticism in
IHOJK with Farooq

By Raashid Wali Jani

Abdullah, the president of
National onference,
terming the exercise ille-
sl \'hli.li.‘ the CGupkar
Alliance challenges the
constitutionality of the
Delimitation Commission
in the Supreme Court of
India,

The delimitation exer-
cise itself is a product of a

bigger depredation — the
inﬁfmnus Jammu and

Kashmir Reorganization
Act 2019, that illegally
sought  to  assimilate
HOJK in Indian Union.
Under the act, the HOJK
assembly would have 90
seats excluding the 24
seats reserved for areas
across the Line of Control.
The original sin of resiling
from ~  UN-mandate
lebiscite  commitments
as been revisiting the
hapless denizens of the
disputed  region with
metronomic — regularity.
First 1t was a wnggling
out of plebiscite commit-
ment on spurious grounds
of troops” presence, then it
was a mirage of autonomy
enshrined m Article 37
of the Indian constifution,
and later stripping of that
autonomy through revoca-
tion of the same article in
2019 The Indian depreda-
tions in [IOJK have even
cmn;xlled pro-India lead-
ers like Faroog Abdullah
to comment that present
India 15 more Godse's
India than Gandhi's India,
driving Kashmiris
towards an armed 'I.Ip'l'.i!i-
ing. Indian human rights
violations are rapidly
attaining the hues of
crimes against humanity
and genocide which now
needs an  international
intervention sooner than
later to avert another
WWII tvpe holocaust.

Hungry for profits

he prob-
I lem  with
our 0=

called “free
market” is

that 1t’s not free for vou
and me. It's largely
controlled by monopo-
lies, which are free to
inflate  prices  just
because they can, with-
out worrying that con-
sumers will be able to
flee to cheaper sellers.
In turn, this market
punch lets the noncom-
petitive gougers glee-
fully extract unwar-
ranfed monopoly prof-
its. It's a phenomenon
that corporatists
euphemistically  label
‘pricing power”, This
economy-wide milking
of consumers by tightly
consolidated industries
is the unbridled force
propelling today’s
surging price  hikes.
Brand-name corpora-
tions claim they are
being forced to mark
up price tags just to
cover rising costs for
raw materials, labor,
transportation, ete. But
in a compefitive mar-
ketplace. they'd have
to eat much of those
increases by taking a
bit less in profits. The
giants have been stock-
piling record profits for
vears, so they could
easily  weather a
downtick.  Instead,
they're raising prices
not simply to maintain
exorbitant  profits, but
o s;lueeze even greater
profits from hard-hit
consumers, It's a pame

of corporate greed that
socks America’s econ-
omy: Monopolies eyni-
cal]);- exploit the pub-
lic’s worry about infla-
tion to create more
inflation.

Consider diapers, a
necessity  for  many
families. As corporate
watchdog Judd Legum
reported, the huge con-
sumer product seller
Procter & Gamble Co
announced a vear ago
that Covid-19-driven
production costs were
forcing 1t to raise the
Friu: for its Pampers
brand, At lhediime, it
had just posted a quar-
terly pruﬁ? of $3.8 bil-
lion, so P&G could
easily have absorbed a
temporary rise in ils
costs. But nstead of
holding the price 1o
ease their customers’
economic  pain, the
conglomerate used a
zlobal health crisis to
Justify upping diaper
rices. Six  months
ater, P&G’s quarterly
rofit topped $5 bil-
ion, And — in that same
quarter — P&G spent $3
billion to buy back
shares of its own stock
— a Wall Street manipu-
lation that artificially
bloats the wealth of top
execs and other big
shareholders. In sum,
P&G used the excuse
of mflattion to inflate
the price of diapers,
then used the extra
money 1t extracted
from tamilies to inflate
the value of its stock in
a ploy to further enrich

By Jim Hightower

its biggest sharehold-
ers. And why wouldn’t
savvy CONSUMers
switch from Pampers
to Huggies, the brand
sold by Kimberly-
Clark, P&G's main
‘competitor’? Because
co-monopolist
Kimberly-Clark
goosed up ils prices at
the same time. And —
get this — the two com-
pames contrel 80 per-
cent of the global dis-
posable diaper market.

Welcome to the
monopoly  merry-go-
round.

Almost all CEOs of
big corporations are

laving  this  tricky
inflation blame game.
Publicly, they moan
that the pandemic is
slamming  their poor
corporation with facto-
ry shutdowns, supply
chain delays. labor
shortages, wage hikes
and other increased
costs. But wait — inside
their boardrooms,
executives are  high-
fiving each other and
pocketing  bonuses.
What's going on?

It turns out that infla-
tion is a boon for
monopolies, for it gives
them cover to flash
their pricing power
The trick is that these
siants are in noncom-
petitive markeis oper-
ating as monopelies, so
they can set higher
prices, mug vou and
me, and scamper away
with a record-busting
share  of America’s
total economic output.
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‘Karachi’s crime ranking better than
new Delhi, Dhaka, Chicago’

KARACHL: Inspector

General (1G) olice
Sindh  Ghulam Nabi
Memon has said that
karachi has a better
crimme index ranking than
many  major  cities
including Chicago,

Kuala Lumpur, Dhaka
and New Delhi

Talking to a private Ty
news channel, Ghulam
Mabi said that they have
emphasized quick judge-
ments on street crime
cases to curb the situa-
tron.

The 1[G said that
Karachi’s crime index
rating has improved over
time, Karachi 1s cormrent-
v ranked 129 on the
world crime index, at
one time Karachi’s rank-
ing was 13, he added.

MNabi said that the met-
ropolitan’s  ranking  1s
better than its contempo-
rary cities such as Kuala
Lumpur, Dhaka,
Chicago and New Delhi.
Street  crime  cases
should be decided on
priotity. all stakeholders
should talk about this
issue, he added.

Talking about the
media’s outcry on the
sPike in cases Ghulam
MNabi said that when the
cases arise, the media
criticizes and we are
ready to bear any con-
structive criticism. We
will have to move
toward FIR-free regis-
tration to make the
process easier for the
people, he added.

he 1G Sindh added

that they want the legis-
lation of property act so
that the stolen property
can be handed over to
the owner afler recovery.
We are doing our best to
control the law and order
situation of the city via
better  policing, he
added.

He said that Karachi
should be as safe as pos-
sible. which is why we
are trying to increase the
number of policemen in
the city, improve our
investigation  branch,
and 44,000 cameras have
been installed through-
out the city with the hel
of citizens, Sindﬁ
Government’s safe city
project would also be
completed  soon,  he

added. INP

Belt and Road Arts Festival
to offer Pakistani youth
platform to show talent

ISLAMABAD:  The
2022 Belt and Road
Online Ants Fesrival was
launched both online and
offline recently at the
Morthwest Minzu
Umversity, China, pro-
viding a platform for
Pakistani youth to show-
case their talent, China
Economic Net (CEN)
reported on Wednesday,

To participate in the
event, vouth in Pakistan
and other countries can
prepare music or dancing
videos and share them on
designated channels that
will be announced soon.
Selected videos will be
broadcast on mainstream
international and Chinese
media platforms.

The event, under the

“100 - Sister Schools
Initiative™, is hosted by
Gansu Provincial

People’s Association for
Friendship with Foreipn
Countries  and  the
Education Departiment of
Gansu Province, organ-
ized by Northwest Minzu
Umiversity, China and co-
organized by the Gansu
Association of 100} Sister
Schools Initiative and
Cransu LUINESCO
Association.

100 Sister  Schools
Imitiative Belt and Road
Online Arts Festival 2022
launching CETEMONY
[Phote from website of

the People’s Government
of Gansu Province]

L 4‘&]

“The 100 Sister
Schools Inifiative opens
an avenue for people-to-
people exchanges by
enabling the middle and
primary” schools in part-
ner countnes to connect
and communicate with
one another”, said Liu
Xiaolin, Vice President of
Ciansu Provingcial
People’s Association for
Friendship with Foreign
Countries, on the launch-
mg ceremony,

A number of represen-
tatives of institulions in
the United Kingdom,
France, Switzerland,
Belgiuin, Belarus, Chile,
Poland, Pakistan,
Thailand, Maldives,
Uzbekistan. etc. felicitat-
ed the launching of the
event via video. “I hope
Pakistani youth can have
a better understanding
towards Gansu Province
through this cvent”, said
Ma Bin, President of
China-Pak Educational
Center and Chairman of
Owverseas Chinese
Association of Pakistan
in his video message.
_Ms, Wang Junyi from
Gansu Provincial
People’s Associanon for
Friendship with Foreign
Countries told CEN that
in the past two years, 100
Sister Schools” Inibative
art exbitions were held to
promote cultural
exchanges.

“In the previous ses-
==

stons. we collect draw-
ings  or  photographic
waorks, Among the over
500 pieces of work from
15 countries, many works

from Pakistan™ were
selected as outstanding
ones, This fime, we

expand the forms from
graphic arls to videos™,
she sad,

Gansu Provinece  has
been enhancing trade,
economic, and agricultur-
al relations with Pakistan,
At the end of last year,
Lanzhou City, the capital
of the province, and
Jingquan Cily formed sis-
ter ties with Quetta and
Faisalabad respectively. A
number of representatives
of institutions  in  the
United Kingdom. France,
Switzerland., Beloium,
Belarus, Chile, Poland,
Pakistan, Thailand.
Maldives, Uzbekistan,
ete. felicitated the launch-
ing of the event via video.
“I hope Pakistani youth
can have a better under-
standing towards Gansu
Province throuch this
event”, said Ma Bin,
President of China-Pak
Educational Center and
Chairman  of Overseas
Chinese Association of
Pakistan in his video

message Ms., Wang Junyi
from Gansu Provincial
People’s Association for
Friendship with Foreign
Countries told CEN that
in the past two years.INP

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Interior Rana Sana Ullah presenting
a souvenir to Nawaf bin Said Al Malki, Saudi Ambassador in
Pakistan who called on him.

Terrace farming
helpful in increasing
yield in hilly areas

ISLAMABAD: Skillful
tertacing can turn hlly
areas of Pakistan into cul-
tivable lands and farms to
merease the vield of crops
and prevent soil erosion.

An expert told
WealthPK that ‘terrace
farming” was successful in
mountainous  areas. He
added that terracing was a
useful tool for increasing
grain output, preventing
soil  erosion, preserving
soil fertility and ensuring
long-termn production sia-
hiliy, Bench terraced Farm-
land, sloping terraced
farmland and the combina-
tion of level terraced Farm-
land and natural Rli_‘lpl: land
are three tamous types of
terracmg. In the moun-
taims. a bench terrace 15 the
most common  tvpe af
farmmng. With its flat plat-
form and projecting or
ridged rim, a bench terrace
can preserve rainwater for
the purpose of irrigation

In the areas having more

water. a proper dramage
system should be set up at
the farm. Only nser dikes
and no land Tevelling are
used m sloping or reten-
tion terraced farmlands:
Deep plowing will gradu-
ally flatten the soi1l surface
c.a]ver the vears. ;ﬂw natural
slope affects the spacing
het?\-een riser dikeEaCThe
riser dikes are raised in
tandem with the siltation
of sloping terraces,
However, in terms of
soil and water conserva-
tian, the sloping terrace is
less  effective than the
betich terrace. 1115 usually
used mn areas where land
uvﬂl]ﬂblhi}' per ca ita 15
high, The quality of water
can be improved with the
help of technology
Terracimg  has  been
known simce long  to
decrease soil loss in sloped
hills. The method was
used to manage soil ero-
sion in different countries.
particularly in Afnica dur-

mg the colomal era.

Dr Ljaz Al from the
Mational  Institute  of
Agriculture and Research
sard that terrace farming
was useful in the area
where the terrain was
steep and landholding
capacity was limited, “The
livelihoods of small farm-
ers have heen badly
impacted by recent tem-
perature swings and hish
rainfall as they rely on nat-
ural resources,” he said

He said that terrace
farming became an obliza-
tion For farmers i moun-
tanous  areas,  “Terrace
farming 1ovolves carving
sleps mto sleep hills and
edgmg  the slope with
stome  walld known as
"bunds." The bunds pre-
vent water and sol from
escaping.” he added

Dr ljaz said that the
Mimstry of Matonal Food
Security and Research
lavnched a project titled
“Water Conszervation [MNP
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ISLAMABAD: Delegation of Japanese Association of Commerce & Industry led

by Ambassador of Japan in Pakistan, Mitsuhiro Wada in a meeting with
Additional Secretary (Incharge) Ministry of I'T & Telecom, Mohsin Mushtag,
and Senior Officers of Ministry.

IHC approves TikToker Nosheen Saeed's
pre-arrest bail in forest fire video case

ISLAMABAD: The
Islamabad High Court (IHC} on
Wednesday approved TikToker
MNosheen Saeed alias Dolly's pre-
arrest bail application mn a case
related to a forest fire at the
Margalla Hills last month

Saeed, who has more than 11
million followers on TikTok,
had posted a clip of
walking playfully in a silver ball
gown m front of a burning hill-
side, presumably the Margalla
Hills in Islamabad, with the cap-
tion; "Fire erupis wherever |
am."Her video was immediately
criticised on social media as

cople mitially assumed that she

ad started the blaze herself at a
time when a devastating heat-
wave was under way i Pakistan
causing forest fires.

Within hours afier 1t was
uploaded, the video was taken
down from the application.

ater, Saeed said in a clanifica-
tion released by an assistant tha
she did not start the fire and
there was "no harm in making

herself

videos™ She had applied for pre-
arrest bail after registration of a
first information report by
Kohsar Police under vanous
sections of the Environment
Frotection Acency and
Islamabad Wildlife Ordinance.

After the prelimimary heanng.
the court granted her iterim bail
fill June 8 (today)

During  today's  hearing,
Justice Tarig Mehmood
Jahangin asked the police if they
had evidence that proved thai
the blaze was started by the
TikToker. "And what s the
worth of the trees damaged in
it," he further inguired.

The nvestigating officer
responded that the authorities
vet still determming the total
loss incurred i the blaze

Subsequently, the  couri
approved Saeed's request for
pre-arrest bail and instructed the
police to mclude her in the
investigation of the case,

The ?ﬁlzuuahad Police had reg-
istered two separate FIRs after

two videos went viral on social
media; one showing two young
TikTokers setting the forest on
fire with a lighter on Margalla
Hills. Another video that went
viral on social media showed a
model and TikToker Dolly per-
forming in front of a fire. She
had apphed for pre-arrest bail
after registration of a first infor-
mation report by Kohsar Police
under wvarious sections of the
Environment Protection Agency
and Islamabad Wildlife
Ordinance After the preliminary
hearing. the court granted her
mterim bail  tll June 8
(today ). During today's heanng,
Justice Taric Mehmood
Jahangiri asked tim police if they
had evidence that proved that
the blaze was started by the
TikToker, "And what is the
worth of the trees damaged in
i." he further inquired.The
mvestigating officer responded
that the authorihes vel still
determimng,  the total loss
meurred in the blaze INP

More Chinese investment expected in
Pakistan soon: Minister

ISLAMABAD: Pakistani
Federal Mimster for Planning
and Development Ahsan Igbal
said on that more Chinese
investment was expected in
Pakistan soon, according to a
report published by Gwadar Pro.

He mentioned that during
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharil's
recent visit to Balochistan and
his meeting with Chinese
investors, the Chinese compa-
nies had shown interest in
investments i Crwadar.

The minister reiterated that
the government was according
topmost priority to speeding up
work on projects under Chinga-
Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC).

Briefing the jounalists on dif-

ferent projects approved by
Central Development Working
Party (CDWP), he informed that
a power project at Diamer
Bhasha dam worth Pakistam
Rs900h billion had also been
approved.

lgbal remarked that work on
water supply scheme in Gwadar
will be completed by September
this year while the 1.2 million
gallon per day de-salination
plant work will be completed by
October to solve water issue in
Ciwadar,

He elaborated that 65 percent
funding of the project will be
made by the federal government
while 35 percent will be home
by the provincial government of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,

He underlined that the new
Gwadar  International  airport
will also be completed by March
next year,

Ahsan Igbal said CDWP had
also accorded approval to a proj-
ect for provision of water o
southern districts of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

The Minister stated that
Chaman-Cuetta, and karach
road N-25 dualization project
had also been approved. He said
roads infrastructure in

Balochistan has been prioritized
in the upcoming budget which
was aimed at providing a well
laid network of roads in the
province to help provide people
with better health, employment
and education opportunities, INP

Budget for next fiscal
yvear will be tough,
warns Faisal Subzwari

KARACHI: Federal Mimister
for Maritime Affairs  Faisal
Subzwari has warned that the
budget for the next fiscal year will
be tough,

Addressing a ceremony on
Wednesday, he said that each gov-
ermment  getting  the levy  tax
should reduce the petrol “price,
"Development expenditures are
increasing at a fast pace. The
rime minister has rightly called
or a grand dialogue,” he main-
tained.

The minister claimed that the

rovermment s providing jobs to
2000 fishermen, "We have to fur-
ther expand business to support the
economy. We have n:l.m'iﬁed that
the local bodies elections should
be held after a fresh census” he
added.
- He said that the country is fac-
ing water shortage. "There is less
waler in the rivers and the tails are
alzo receiving less water.”

Subzwari thanked the World
Bank and other partners for sup-
porting the country for the blue
economy. "We will have to pay
attention to the blue economy.” he

added.INP

Sikh pilgrims from
India arrive in Pakistan
to attend death
anniversary of Guru
Arjan Dev Singh

ISLAMABAD: One hundred
fifty Sikh Filgrimt\' from India
amved at Wagah Border, [.ahore,
today (Wednesday), to_attend the
death anniversary of Guru Arjan
Dev Sigh.

Sikh yatrees will return to their
homeland after completing their
10-day visit to Pakistan. 1N

Sindh LG polls:
946 candidates
elected unopposed

KARACHI: At least 946 candi-
dates from 14 districts have been
elected unopposed in the first
phase of the LG polls in Sindh.

According to details, 946 candi-
dates have been clected unopposed
from 14 districts of Sindh in the
first phase of the local body elec-
tions in Sindh Data issued by the
ELCP shows that a total of 96 candi-
dates from Kashmore Kandhkot,
70 from Qambar Shahdadkot, 135
from Jacobabad. 94  from
Shikarpur, and 11 from Larkana,
65 from Mirpur Khas and 65 can-
didates from Umerkot have been
elected unopposed.Moreover, 18
candidates from Tharparkar, 34
from Sukkur, 48 from Ghotla, 67
from Khairpur, 105 from Shaheed
Benazirabad, and 48 from Noshero
Feroz and 87 candidates from
Sanghar have been elected INP

Istisqa prayers offered in

DI Khan for rainfall

PESHAWAR: Like other parts of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP), Istisqa prayers were offered on
Wednesday in Dera [smail Khan district on the direc-
tion of the forest department secretary.

According to the official sources, the first Istisqa
E;!']B}-t:r:'- wete offered at the SDFO office in Dera lsmail

el

District Forest Officer (DFO) Shahid Noor and the
Wildlife Department officials attended the prayers

It 15 learnt that the forests and agriculture are in the
grip of a severe drought due to lack of rainfall in the KP
provinee,

People and cattle heads m different areas of the
province are forced to migrate due to water scarcity.

Therefore, the provincial government has appealed
to the people and government officials to offer lstisqa
prayers for three consecutive days for ramfall.

Like other parts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP),
Istisqa I:rayers were offered on Wednesday in Dera
lsmail Khan district on the direction of the forest
department secretary. According to the official sources,
the first Istisga frayt*rs were offered at the SDFO office
in Dera Ismail Khan Distnict Forest Officer (DFO)
Shahid Noor and the Wildlife Department otficials
attended the prayers.It is leamnt that the forests and agri-

culture are in the grip of a severe drought due to lack of

rainfall in the KP province [NP

400 fake social media
accounts being reported
daily, PTA tells PAC

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Pakistan
Telecommumnication Authority (PTA) on Wednesday
shared that 400 fake accounts are being reported on a
daily basis in the country in a bid to quell disinforma-
tion campaigns in the country.

He shared these details before the Public Accounts
Committee (PAC) meeting which was headed by dissi-
dent PTI leader Noor Alam Khan.

During the meeting, the PAC chaiman asked the
PTA chairman r ‘_ﬂl'ﬁil‘l‘_ﬂ their actions againsi fake
accounts on social media. “One person is operating
2000 fake accounts and defaming the institutions from
them,” he said.

The chairman PTA said that they report fake
accounts and currently 400 accounts are being reported
on a daily basis,

Responding to a 3 i 1
Hussain Syed regarding the number of internet users in
the country, the _FT.-’-. chairman said that there are a total
of 115 million internet wsers in the country of whic
113 are using it with their mobile phones.

It is pertinent to mention here that recently, Twitter
Inc estumated in a filing that false or spam’ accounts
represented fewer than 5% of its monetizable daily
active users during the first quarter, NP

query from Senator Mushahid

Alibaba Group’s Daraz wins prestigious
gender diversity award

ISLAMABAD
Pakistan’s biggest online
markeiplace Daraz PK
came out as the winner

of the ‘Emplover of
Choice for  Gender
Diversity Awards’,

Gwadar Pro reported on
Wednesday guoting an

announcement Of
International Finance
Corp. (1FC)

The Awards were

Jomntly orgamzed by 1IFC,
a member of the World
Bank Giroup, and
Pakistan Business
Council (PBC) with an
aim 1o improve economs-
ic  opportunities  for
WOImen.

The second and third
places were awarded to
the k-Electric and Engro
Fertilizers Ltd, respec-
tively, while seven com-
panies received hon-
ourable mention awards,
IFC said in a statement
sent to Gwadar Pro

South Asia’s leading
online retailer Daraz PK
was acquired by Alibaba
Group in 2018, The
Pakistan-based  Daraz
Group operates online
marketplaces in
Bangladesh, Myanmar,
Sri Lanka and Nepal as
well

According to IFC, the
awards celebrate private-

sector employers in the
country committed to
EMPOWETING WOImen 1n
the workplace,
Companies are judged
on five key gender prin-
ciples 1.e  promoting
gender equality at lead-
ership and policy level,
ensuring a diverse work-
force, eliminating gender
pay gaps, creating an
optimal workplace cul-
ture  and providing
coaching and mentoring
for women employees
The awards aim to rec-
ognize firms that have
not only implemented
stromg gender diversity
policies, but also com-

. -y
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Water Resources Syed Khurshid

Ahmad Shah along with Secretary Information Pakistan Peoples Party
Faisal Karim Kundi and Senior leader of PPP Chaudhry Manzoor
Ahmed speaks during a press conference at PID.

Top PML-N leaders deject-
ed over getting ignored in
SAPM appointments

ISLAMABAD : Top
Pakistan Muslim League-
Mawaz (PML-N) leaders
have expressed their
resentment over not being
accommodated as simcj:ﬁ
assistant to prime minis-
ter (SAPM) after the
yrime  minister notified

‘uU{ ncv-;jSAPMs tdodta}_-'l. 2% Tender fee Rs.2% and Time Limit 30-08-2021 for the work. TSE-21 2206111661,
According to details, Estimated
Fou;' dP\d L= Ia'l-vnml-.erj b i o Cost
mcluding  Muohamima CONSTRUCTION OF FUTSUL STADIUM AT GOVT

Junaid Anwar Chaudhry, 1 | GRS DEGREE COLLAGE TURBAT 270263

Sheikh Fayvaz Ud Din,
Romina Khurshid Alam,
Hafiz Abdul Kareem
were appointed by the
rime minister as
5 APMs. The a E-uinl-
ments irked top E AL-N

aders  Tariq PAzal - ecompany 8 Securty 1 e fom of Doost atCallof 24 spesio above i e
Shahnawaz Ranjha, | E e e Soaot WOPYR Isianey
Muhammad Zubair and feehpage: ﬁ'} 1224
Talal  'Chaudhry.The | SCHREIRREINL e don of st U0 S Rl g
estranged  leaders ™ said hours an working days.Last Date of bid The Tenders mist be
5 submitted atest by 24 June, 2022 10 12:00 PM . H fgndars will be

that they were disappoint-
ed with the attitude of
party  leadership and
asked what services have
been rendered by those
who have been appointed
as  special  assistants
today.”Did they appear
alongside party leaders

party with recently over
v favourmg those who had

as  not supported the party
faced eriticism from the

duirng its. NP
Invite:s bids fram Eligible Bidders for exeution of following works for the Year 2022
batad on Compoaite schadule rates 20168 on Percantags Rates. Bid Saecurity

during their hearings in
the courts,” th
asked. The PML-N h

(1]
=

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

Procurements shall be made under the Balochisten Public Procurement Rules -
2014 Elvgibility of Biddiers: Presance in Active Tax Payer List- The bidding firm must
not be blacklisied by any procwing agency of PakstanBalochistan Revenue
Authority Registration i requined: The bidder must have completed 1 Assignment of
ernitar nature of work Tum ower of at least 20,792,074 PKR Amaurt in3 subsaquent
previous years-showing financial capacity of the fimn3. Procedure Of Procunament:
Singke Stage One Envelope Bidding Procedure.4 Bid Security: The bids. must

openad on same day al tha office of he undersigned al 1:00 PM.8. Address
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER URBAN PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
MAKRAN DIVISION Phone no: 0852414060 Fax no; 0B52414060.Email:
renurbanmakraniBgmail com

[
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municate them in annual
reports, websites, or
through social media to
encourage others to do
the same, it added

Daraz PK received the
highest ‘score using the
scorecard developed by
IFC and Pakistan
Business Council, the
statement said

Ehsan Malik, CEQ of
Pakistan Business
Council, congratulated
Daraz Pk on winning the
award for their commii-

ment to  gender-equal
workplaces, .
“Public  information

on gender-related poli-
Cles Is mcreasmgl}'

important  for investors,
potential emplovees and
other stakeholders when
evaluating companies.”
said  Feeshan Sheikh,
IFC's Country Manager
for Pakistan and
Afghanistan

“We have been work-
ing closely with Pakistan
Business Council to help
firms implement gender
diversity policies and
targets and disclose this
information  to  affirm
their commitment. This
award ceremony is an
important recognition of
companies leading the
way in this  repard”,
Sheikh sad INP

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Senate, Muhammad Sadiq Sanjrani
exchanging views with Najy Benhassine, Country Director,
World Bank for Pakistan.

-
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World Bank approves $258m to support healthcare in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD; The World Bank has approved 5258 million io strengthen primary health care systems and
accelerate national efforts towards universal health coverage in Pakistan, a press release issued by the interna-
tronal fnancial institution sad on Wednesday. o )

The National Health Support Programme "Complements ongoing investments in human capital and builds
on health reforms that aim to improve quality and equitable access to healthcare services, especially in com-
mumties lagmmg belund national and regional-level health outcomes”

It identified three areas of focus for healthcare reforms under the initiative: healthcare coverage and quality
of essential services, governance and accountability and healthcare financing.

Elaborating on these areas, the statement said the programme focused on healthcare coverage and quality of
essential services 1o ensure availability of ade«%uale staffing, supplies and medicines and to enhance patient
referral systems for expediling emergency and higher-level care.

Sumilarly, the focus on govemance and accountability was intended to strengthen oversight and management
of primary healthcare services through real-time monitoring of available supplies and essential medicines.

he statement further explained that imtiatives in this area included setting up a central information platform
for provincial authorities to assess gaps m service delivery across public and private healtheare facilities.

I"s-Foreovr:r. the focus on healthcare financing was to improve the financial management of primary health-

tems, particularly [those] m apiJToximalely 20 dhstricts that suffer from having the least access to health and
nutrition services,"” the press release read.

According to the press release, the NHSP 15 co-financed by the International Development Association (5258
million) and two grants ($82 million) from the Global Fmancing Facility (GEF) for Women, Children and
ﬁidul_escenis (GFFY. including a $40 million grant for protecting essential health services amid multiple glob-
dl CTISCs.

“The partnership between the GFF and the government of Pakistan focuses on building sustainable health
systems while ensuring that all women. children and adolescents. especially in the most vulnerable communi-
ties can access the services they need amid muluple crises.” the statement quoted Monique Vledder, head of
secretariat at GFF as saying ) o )

"By investing in primary health care. strengthening the health workforee and equipping community health
centres to both respond to emergencies and diiz_:lwcr uality services, Pakistan can drnive a more equitable and
resilient recoveny.” she added World Bank Country Director for Pakistan, Najy Benhassine explained that “by
strengthening provincial health systems, this programme is foundational to building the country’s human cap-
ital and improving health and nutritton outcomes for 1ts citizens” “Pakistan continues to make strides m health
reforms toward ensuring access to primary healthcare services, especially for children and women during preg-
nancy and childbirth,” he said. Hnin Hnin Pyne. task team leader for the programme, said: “NHSP creates a
national forum for the federal and provincial governments to exchange lessons and collaborate on achieving
sustainable health financing and high quality and coverage of essential services. [NP

“Culprits involved in saudi diplomat’s
murder to be arrested soon”

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Interior Rana  added.
Sanaullah has asserted that the culprits involved in Speaking on the occasion, the ambassador con-
the assassination of Saudi diplomat Hassan al- ;frraiuiated minister on assuminﬁ the office of
Crahtani in 2011 would be brought to justice soon, nterior Minister, He said over 81,000 Pakistani
The Interior Minister made these remarks during  pilgrims would perform Hajj tlas year,
a meeting with Ambassador of Saudi Arabia Nawaf The Saudi Ambassador further said best arrange-
bin Said Al-Malki who called on him in Islamabad ments for the Hajj had been made this year. “Road
today to Makkah project for Pakistan had also been

care centres for better expenditure tracking and budget forecasting to sustain quality healtheare services and
delivery. _ i . _ o )
"The programme will benefit all communities through improvements to provincial primary healthcare sys-

e |
=

During the me_etln%. Rana Sanaullah said that  launched”, he added During the me_eml;[';. Rana
security cooperation between Pakistan and Saudi  Sanaullah said that security cooperation between
Arabia would be further enhanced. : Pakistan and Saudi Arabia would be further

“Both the countries would jomntly fight internal  enhanced.

and regional security challenges.” he said, adding
that any conspiracy to mar Pak-Saudi relations
would be foiled jointly.

He also pointed out that culprits involved in the
assassination of Saudi diplomat Hassan al-Qahtani
i 2011 would be brought to justice soon. “Red
notices had been issued by FllA for the culprits
involved in the murder”, he said. adding thar all
aviaﬂahle resources would be utilized to nab the
culprits.

anaullah thanked the Saudi government for
rolling over $ 3 billion for Pakistan’s economic sta-
bility. “Roll over of $ 3 billion by the Saudi gov-
ernment was crucial to stabilizing Pakistan’s econ- [ : ; : ]
omi' . he added ) ) omy”, he added. He said Pakistan enjoved cordial

He said Pakistan enjo‘{ed cordial and fraternal and fraternal relations with Saudi Arabia. “The
relations with Saudi” Arabia. “The people of people of Pakisian had immense devotion and love
Pakistan had immense devotion and love for the [for the custodian of the Holy mosques”. he
custodian of the Holy mosques™, he added. added.He satd Saudi Arabia had always been gener-

He said Saudi Arabia had always been generous  ous in helping and assisting Pakistan in hour of
in helping and assisting Pakistan in hour of odd,  odd. “Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s recent visit
“Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s recent visit to  to Saudi Arabia would be an important milestone in
Saudi Arabia would be an important milestone in  further strengthening Pak-Saudi relations”™, he
further strengthening Pak-Saudi relations™, he  added INP

“Both the countries would jmml?- fight internal
and regional security challenges,” he said. adding
that any conspiracy lo mar Pak-Saudi relations
would be foiled jointly.

He also pointed ouf that culprits invelved in the
assassination of Saudi diplomat Hassan al-Clahtam
in 2011 would be brought to Ijur;tic:l: soon, “Red
notices had been issued by FIA for the culprits
involved in the murder”, he said, adding that all
available resources would be utilized to nab the
culprits.Sanaullah_thanked the Saudi government
for rolling over § 3 billion for Pakistan's economic
stability. "Roll over of $ 3 billion by the Saudi gov-
ernment was crucial to stabilizing Pakistan’s econ-

RAWALPINDI: Major General (Pilot) Jassim Mohamed Ahmed Al-Mannai, Commander Qatar
Emiri Air Foree called on General Qamar Javed Bajwa, Chief of Army Staff (COAS) at GHQ,

FIA arrests 12 men Foreign woman raped by

htl’yidﬂg t“f"lf"e[ security guard in Islamabad
abroaa on lake visa ISLAMABAD: A foreign

KARACHI: The Federal | woman was alligedly raped by ed the train from Multan rail-
Investigation Agency (FIA) on |8 security guard, deploved for  way station for Karachi
Wednesday, arrested ?2 men from | her security, in Islamabad’s G- The FIR stated that the

karachi’s Orangt Town, board-

the Jlinnah International Airport
Karachi for trying to travel abroad
using fake visas.

According to FIA souwrces, the
FlA Immigration cell arrested 12
eople in multiple operations in
lay for travelling on fake visas.
lhe accused were offloaded from
the planes and arrested at Jinnah
International Airport Karachi, FIA
sources said,

The detained passengers were
moved to the passport cell where
further investigations arve underway.
. Some days back, another man fry-
ing to travel abroad using a fake
visa was arrested at the Jinnah
International Airport in March. The
passenger was [rying to use a fake
Afvhan passport to  travel Lo
Belgium via a private airline, FIA
reported.

On June 7. FIA Anti-Human
Trafficking Cell Lahore has arrest-
ed the most wanted outlaw named
in the FIA’s Red Book.

According to F1A officials, the
roglaimed offender named Kashif
afique was wanted in eight cases
of human trafficking. The suspect
was invelved in sending people
through illegal means to Australia
and earned millions of rupees INP

IHC rejects PTI's Haleem
Adil Sheikh's protective
bail plea

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad
High Court {IHC)} on Wednesday
rejected the petition filed by
Pakistan  Tehreek-1-Insat (PTI)
leader and Leader of the Opposition
in Sindh Assembly Haleem Adil
Sheikh for protective bail.

IHC Chief Justice (Cl) Athar
Minallah. in his remarks. said that
the court had already granted ‘pro-
tective bail” to the petitioner for a
period of three weeks. “During that

eriod, Haleem had to ncg ear in the

indh High Court (SH( ?sinc:: his
case fell in s jurisdiction.” the CJ
said, and added, “The IHC could
not nterfere in the SHC s domain.
The petitioner is advised to go to
the SFEC.". )

The petitioner’s counsel had told
the court that the Sindh government
wanted to arrest his client m false
and fabricated cases so that he
could not atiend the provincial
assembly’s budget session. INP

Construction work of
dam projects stepped
up, says Khursheed
Shah

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister
Syed Khursheed Ahmed Shah has
said that the government will
import three million tonnes of
wheat to meet domestic need

Talking to media, Federal
Minister for Water Resources. said
that the work on construction of
dams has been stepped up and will
be rapidly completed.

He said the work on the projects,
suspended for last four years. has
been resumed and Mohmand Dam
waork is expected to be completed in
year 2023 Chief Minister is expect-
ed to meet the prime minister today
and briefed him about the water
shortage and power load shedding
in Sindh. NP

Dua Zehra meets parents;
family claims she wanted
to go with them

KARACHI: Teenage girl Dua
Zehra on Wednesday met with her
arenils after direciives from the
Sindh High Court (SHC) as the

farmly later claimed that she
expressed her desire to go with
them.The girl along with her

alleged husband appeared before
the court after a medical examina-
tion which stated that she 1s age
between |6 to 17-year-old, During
the hearing, the counsel represent-
ing the father of the eirl said that
they wanted to present some docu-
menis to prove her age at 14.The
SHC judge, however, rejected the
plea and said that the case pertains
to her recovery and now the matter
should be raised with the trial court.
The courl also allowed the parents
to meet the girl INP

6/4 area.

According to details, the mei-
dent occurred on Tuesday might
within the limits of Abbpara
police station,

According to FIR registered

with Abbpara police station, a
security guard, who was
deployed ﬁif-:'r the security of a
foreign national woman, raped
her and fled the scene.
_ Police have launched further
investigation into the case and
started a search operation for
the arrest of suspect.

It 15 pertinent to mention here
icidents of rape and sexual
assault against women have
been reported time and again
amid calls for strict action
against the culpnits,

In one such incident, a
Karachi woman was gang-raped
by two ticket-checkers and their
in-charge  on board  the
Bahauddin Zakariva Express

According to FIR, the inci-
dent occurred on May 27 when
the victim, who hails from

woman passenger purchased an
ecconomy  class  ticket  for
Karachs and when the
Bahauddin Zakanva Express
reached Rohri station, two tick-
et checkers and their in-charge
allegedly lured her into a trap of
offering a seat i the AC bogie.

According to FIR registered
with Abbpara police station, a
security  guard, who was
deploved ﬂgr the secunity of a
foreign national woman, raped
her and fled the scene

Police have launched further
mmvestigation into the case and
started a search operation for
the arrest of suspect.

It is pertinent to mention here
incidents of rape and sexual
assault agammst women have
been reported time and again
amid calls for strict action
against the culprits.

In one such mcident, a arachi
woman was gang-raped by two
ticket-checkers and their in-
charge on board the Bahauddin
Zakanya Express. INP

Pakistan faces upto 8-hour
loadshedding as shortfall
reaches 6,500

LAHORE: Electricity short-
fall in Pakistan has reached
6500 along with power outages
of upto eight hours in the coun-
try. despite -an announcement
from the government to bring
down loadshedding to three and
a half hours, .

According to sources in the
power division, the demand for
electricity peaked al
MW u;iamsi the available sup-

ly of 22,000 MW, bringing the
shortfall to 6500 MW

They said that some of the
urban centres and rural areas are
experiencing  loadshedding
between six to eight hours, con-
trary to the government'’s claim
of reducing ﬁn: duration.

Moreover, the electricity
quota of LESCO has been
raised to 3000 MW against an
existing demand of 3,700 MW,
n.:su]tinE, in a shortfall of 700
MW, The LESCO has issued a

loadshedding duration of a

three-and-a-half~hour

Meanwhile., the sources
shared that an improvement in
supply of gas, and furnace ol
have been witnessed to the

owet plants and the duration of
oadshedding will be reduced 1n
the coming days. .

It is pertinent to mention here
thai former prime minister and
Pakistan fuslim  League-
Nawaz (PML-N) leader Shahid
Khagan Abbasi has announced
that the power loadshedding
would be reduced to 3.5 hours
from Tuesday Addressing a

ress conference in Islamabad

anked by federal ministers,
Shahid Khagan Abbasi said that
the country’s electricity demand
has exceeded 25 000MW.

He pointed out that when the
current government assumed
charge, the electricity genera-
tion capacity was at 17,000MW
which was increased to more
than 2 1 000MW.INP

Gillani challenges
Senate chairman election

in Supreme Court

ISLAMABAD: Former prime
minister Yousaf Raza Gillam
has challenged the clection of
Sadiq Sanjprani as Senate chair-
man in the Supreme Court on
Wednesday. Gillni  has  filed
appeal in the apex court against
the decision of the Islamabad
High Court {(IHC) seeking the
court to declare the high court’s
verdict as void “The decision of
the slﬂ&lu and division bench of
the IHU has been against the
law and the facts of the matter,”
Gilani pleaded in hls_aneal_ to
the Supreme Court.“The high
court’s verdict is against lhe
parameters fixed the
supreme court Im 18 decision
over the case pertaining to the
ruling of the deputy speaker,”
according to the appeal. ™ Yousaf
Raza Gilami bagged maximum
votes in the March 2021 elec-
tion of the Senate Chairman and
his seven voles were rejected
wrongfully.” according (o the

plea.“The presiding officer
rejected s seven votes with
malicious intent,” he pleaded.

A division bench of the
Islamabad High Court (IHC)
dismissed a petition filed by
PPP senator Sved Yousaf Raza
Gilani in April this year,
~ The division bench, compris-
ing Justice Aamer Farooq and
Justice  Tarig Mehmood
Jahangini had reserved the
_j}udgemem on December 22,
2021 .Gilani, a former prime
minister of Pakistan, in his peti-
tion sought the court to abrogate
the presiding officer’s decision
of rejecting seven votes Eu]led
in favour of him in the Senate
chairman’s  election. Initially,
IHC = Chief Justice Athar
Minallah had dismissed the
petition filed by Mr Gilam
against the result of the election
of the Senate chairman, noting
that proceedings of the upper
house of parliament. INP
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ISLAMABAD: Chairman Gwadar Port Authority, Naseer Khan Kashani calls on
Federal Minister for Science and Technology, Agha Hassan Baloch.

FS urges nt’l
community to take
cognizance ol rising
Islamophobia in
India

ISLAMABAD:
Foreign Secretary
Sohail Mahmood met
the OIC Ambassadors in
Islamabad and briefed
them about the de'r'eloF-
ments after the highly
derogatory remarks by
two sénior officials of
India's ruling party BJIP
about Holy Prophet
Mohammad (Peace Be
Upon _Hllr]g'.

oting the condemna-
tion issued by the
General Secretariat of
the OIC in this regard,
the Foreiﬁn Secretary

highlighted OIC's role
imn tanl{:rlln[:, the rights
and fundamental free-
doms of the Muslim
Ummah around the
world.

The Foreign Secretary
added that the strong
reaction from the OIC
countries to such totally
unacceptable  actions
was natural, given the
Muslims' love and rev-
erence for the Holy
Prophet (PBUH)

The Foreign Secretary
stressed that the interna-
tiona comimunity
should take cognizance
of the rising tide of
Islamophobia in India.

He added that India
must be held account-
able for stifling the
rights of its religious
minorifies, especially
the Muslim population,
which is the vietim of
hate speech, persecution
and violence perpetrated
under state patronage

_The Foreign Secretary
highlighted the special
role of the OIC in this
regard. [NP

Gas supply to
Punjab textile mills,
other industries to be

restored tomorrow

LAHORE: After a
week of gas suspension,
the Sui Northern Gas
Pipeline Limated
(SNGPL) on Wednesday
announced that the sup-
ply to the textile mills
and other industries will
be restored on Thursday
(tomorrow ),

According  to  the
SNGPL, the gas supply
to the captive dpawer
indusiry  woul be
restored on Thursday
morning after additional
RLNG was added to the
system, “We hope that
no issues will emerge
further.” it said,

[t is pertinent to men-
tion here that on Junc
04, texiile malls across
Punjab province were
shuf down amid closure
of gas supply to the
industries, a day afier 11
emerged that medium
and large scale induos-

iries have been,INP

PIA Hajj operation from Karachi
begins, first flight departs

KARACHI: Pakistan International
Adrlines {Ifl,-\%_’h_@s begun its flight
operation_tor Hajj from Karachi and
the first flight departed carrying pil-
arims on ‘\.\-ednes{!-'a\-'

The PIA flight, T’R-TJ_J, canying
Hajj pilgrims will land in _Madinah.
PIA officials. Adviser to CM Sindh
on Religious Affairs Fayyaz Buit and
Civil Aviation Authorities (CAA)
officials met the departing pilgrims
and distributed wmbrellas as a gift
[rom the government.

It is pertinent to mention here that
Pakistan International Airlines (P1A)
announced a schedule to begin Ha
operation  flights  from — Jinnah
International Airport Karachi on June
8 The national Hag carrier will use
Boeing 777 aireraft for pre-Hajj oper-
ations from Karachi, he said. 'in this
connection,  the Civil  Aviation
Authority (CAA) has completed all

arrangements at Jinnah airport for the

J...-iﬁ"'

¥

ISLAMABAD: Senior Consultant and Radiol
called on Federal Minister for Human Rights, Mian Riaz Hussain Pirzada.

Haj) 2022 operations. It is pertinent to
mention here that the First flight of
the H:ul]l operation under the “Road to
Makkah' initiative departed from
New lslamabad Airport in the wee
hours of Monday. The first flight of
the Hajj operation under the govern-
ment  scheme  departed  from
Islamabad at 03:30 am . Meanwhile. a
private airline flight carrvn}f 220
intending pilgrims also left Allama
Igbal [International Airport for
Madina on Sunday night. Punjab
Governor  Baligh-ur-Rehman  bade
farewell to the pilgrims at the Lahore
airport. According o spokesperson of
the Ministry of Religious Affairs,
32,000 ‘filu(ims will be flown to
Saundi rabia through 106 Ha"!
flights The spokesperson said riJ_
flights will be operated from
Islamabad under Road to Makkah
project. Hajpj pilgnims are also being
formed about the flights INP
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ogist, DR. Ayesha Isani Majeed

Dua Zehra’s father objects to med-
ical test verifying her age

KARACHI: A counsel representing
the father of Dua Zehra, Mehd
Kazmi, has raised objections over the
medical certificate determining her
age and demanded to form a medical
board tor it

The counsel, Advocate Altaf
Khoso, said that a medical board
should be established to determine
her age as determining the age
through a bones™ test could not be
considered elficient.

“The NADRA record 15 a docu-
mentary proof that carmes the date;
time and vear of the birth,” he said
and added that they have challenged
the legal status of the medical exam-
mation

medical board constituted to
aszcertain the age of Dua Zehra has
finalised its report and sent it o the
Karachi police, which will submit it
before the Sindh High Court (SHC)
bench hearing the case.

“Dua Zehra is aged between 16 to
7 vears,” the medical board report
said according to the souwrces, As per

Dua's father, her age is 14 years,
while Dua Zehra in her statement
blejore the SHC said she is 18 years
old.

The medical tests to verify the age
of the allegedly 14 yvear-girl, who had
run away from her house and report-
edly married a boy from Lahore,
were conducted on the orders of the
SHC,

According to the Anti Violent
Crime Cell (AVCC), multiple tests
including the bone were conducted in
the Ci\'iFHospitﬂl Karachi.

Dua Zehra and her reported hus-
band were presented before the Sindh
High Court on June 6, 2022, Dua had
retused to meet her parents amid the
hearing of the case.

During the hearing. the girl denied
being abducted by Zaheer Ahmed and
said that she has marmed him will-
ingly. ‘Tam 18-year-old,” rephed Dua
when a judge asked her about her
age. The courl had sent her 1o a shel-
ter home, ordering medical tests to
determine her age. INP

SHC announces verdict
in Dua Zehra case

KARACHL: The Sindh High
Court  (SHC) on Wednesday
announced a reserved verdict in
Dua Zehra case, allowing the
Karachi teenage girl to decide
whether she wants to live with her

arents or go with hushand. The
SHC had reserved its verdict earlier
Wednesday.

A two-member bench, headed by
Justice Muhammad Junaid Ghaffar,
issued written order in Dua Zehra
case. the Karachi teenager girl who
had gone missing from her home-
town Karachi and later surfaced n
Punjah.

The SHC, in its written verdict,
observed that no evidence was
tfound that the girl had been abduct-
ed and stopped authorities con-
cerned from registering abduction
cases "No evidence was found of
the girl’s abduction,” the court
ruled’?

The three-page written wverdict
ordered the investigation officer
(IO to submit interim challan and
medical record of Zehra

The court ruled that it was the
responsibility of Sindh government
to produce’ Dua Zehra before
Lahore High Court (LHC), “The
trial court will continue investiga-
tion as per the law in the case)”
reads the verdict.

The SHC also disposed of the
petition filed by parents into the
alleged abduction of Karachi
teenage pirl.

During today’s hearing, the girl
along with her alleged husband
appeared before the court after a
medical examination which stated
that she 15 aged between 16 1o I7-
year-old.

As the hearing went underway,
the counsel r_E:J:rttsentmg the tather
of the girl said that they wanted to

resent some documents to prove
1er age at 14

The SHC judge, however, reject-
ed the plea and said that the case
pertains to her recovery and now
the matter should be raised with the
trial court. The court also allowe
the parents to meet the girl INP




