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Death sentence
awarded to 3 accused in
child murder case in Quetta

In yet another hike, govt jacks

up petrol p

The government on Thursday
announced a hike of Rsl4.85 per
Iitre in the price of petrol, the fourth
such raise in the last 35 days, taking
the cumulative amount of all hikes
since May 26 to nearly Rsii.

According to a notification 1ssued
by the Finance Dhvision, petrol will
now be priced at Re248 74 after the
latest huke, followed by high speed
diesel at Rs276 54, kerosene oil at
Rs230. 20 and  hght diesel at
Rs226.61 The new prices will come
mto affect  from  midnight
tonight The notification said in view
of the fluctuations in prices in the
international market and exchange
rate variation, "The zovemment has
decided to partiallv applv the petro-
leum levy and revise fhe existing
prices of petroleum products as
agreed with the development pan-
ners "As per the notification, Rslo
petroleum levy has been applied on

[Th

the PML-N-led coaliton govern-
ment had first rmsed the petrol prics
by Rs30 on May 26, followed by
another increase of Rs30 on June 2
and nearly after a fortmight on June
[5, it hiked the fuel price by anothar
by Rs24 According to a Dawn
report, the zovemment, under the
structural benchmarks, will start
imposing  the ]BeTrr.ﬂEHm develop-
ment levy (PDL) from July 1
{Friday} at the rate of Rs10 per litre

rice by ne

petrol and Rs5 each on high speed
diezel, kerosene oil and light diesel,

on all products, except R.‘;SSm litre
; : 5
Since coming o power o April,

on high-speed diesel (HSD). The
levy would then keep poing up at the

1180 jobs: Court restrains
Secretary Agriculture
Balochistan from recruitment

By Our Reporter

QUETTA; The Balochistan HiuzhiE
Court (BHC ) on Thursday restrained the
Secretary of Agriculture Departmen
from the recruitment process. They
department had given an advertisement g
i local newspapers for the recruitment S
of 1180 vacancies in various cadres the = ) ;
other day A division bench of the BHC comprising Chief Justice, Mr.
Justice Nagem Akhtar Alghan and Roxi Khan Bareech passed this order
on a constitutional petition i.e, Bayazeed Khan versus the Government
of Balochistan. The petitioner had challenged the process of recruitment
and termed it in violation of merit. The leamed counsel for the petition-
er had complained that the depariment had failed to include two newly
established divisions quota and disabled’s quota in  the
advertisement. The court ordered the Secretary of Agriculture
Department Balochistan not to recruif anyone for these posts nll further
order. The Bench also restramed Secretary Labour and Manpower
Balochistan from the recruitment process.The hearing of the case was
adjoumned tll August 25th.

Quetta: unemployed agriculture
graduates stage protest demo

Syed Ali Shah

arly Rs15 -,

rate of Rs5 per month to a maximum
of Rs50 Pakistan had on Tuesday
received the Memorandum of
Economic  and  Fiscal  Policies
{MEFPF) from the IMF for the com-
bined seventh and eighth reviews of
its 36 billion loan programme, which
has besn stalled since April. The
MEFP contains certain prior actions
that would be necessary for imple-
mentation before the IMF board
takes up Pakistan's case for approval
and the subsequent dishursement of
funds. According  to the MEFF,
Pakistan will have to take at least
two: more “prior actions” o secure
the twao combined ranches by the
end of July or earlyv August. The
prior actions include the passage of
the federal budget as agreed to with
the IMF and presented in the
Mational Assembly on June 24 and
present & memorandum of under-
standing duly signed by the provin-
cial govemments to jointly provide
gbout Bs750bn cash surplus to the
centre. Web Desk

jacks up petrol price by
nearly Rs15

ISLAMABAD: A delegation of Chinese state-owned company, NORINCO, calls on Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif.

Death sentence

awarded to 3 accused in child
murder case in Quetta

Stafl Reporter

An Anti-Terrorist Court (ATC) in Quetta
awarded the death sentence to 3 accused
involved in the kidnapping and murder of a
minor child on Thursday. %udge of the ATC,
Abdul Majeed Nasar announced the judgment
regarding the conviction of the three accused
to life 'meri sonment

According to court sources, three accused
identified as Dawood Shehzad, Mehdi and
[ftikhar to death sentence twice in the kidnap-
Eing and murder case of a 10-year-old child
Simelarly, the court convicted Muhammad
Bagir of death sentence twice, and another
accused Roohullah of seven vears of rigorous
imprisonment. Zahid Ali Khan, the deputy
disirict prosecutor ]Jr'q‘.'iafﬂlf.'(' the case in court

on behalf of the government
The accused had kidnapped a 10-year-old
boy Sher Ali Hazara
The accused had kidnapped a 10-year-old
minor boy Sher Ali Hazara from Quetta’s
Hazara Town, The incident happened on

Abdul Rehman Musakhail

February 10, 2021, The accused had demand-
ed a ransom of Bs.30 million from the family
members of the child

The parents and other family members had
refused to pay the ransom  amount.
Subseguently, the dead bodv of the minor
child was found in district Pishin Saranan
Levies shifted the dead body to district head-
quarters hospital Pishin and then handed over
it to the heirs. The incident had caused out-
rage on social media The incident had caused
an oulrage on social media with people ask-
ing the police and levies to bring the perpetra-
tors of the heinous crime to book. Police had
also registered a case against the accused in
the Brewery police station Soon after the
annpuncement of the judgment, police arrest-
ed the accused and shifted them to district Jail
Cluetta under tight security.

Protest in district
Musakhail against
kidnapping of a minor girl

er the minor mrl. The minor girl
wis plaving along with other kids

in o marmage party when picked up

QUETTA: Unemployed agriculture graduates
staped a protest demonstration outside the
Balochistan Assembly on Wednesday evening,
A scuffle also broke out between profesting

aduates and the baton-wielding policemen

cﬁluyﬁd outside the assembly. S

{owever, there was no report of anv injury as
police pushed back the protesters. “We want the
creation of jobs for our unemployved agriculture
graduates”, Aziz Ahmed Khan, the central leader
of the protesters demanded.

He said the provincial government had creat-
ed more than 1000 jobs for clerks and class four
employees but it was reluctant to create vacan-
cies for the unemployed vouth of Balochistan.

The session of the Balochistan Assembly
resumed here with acthhspeaker Sardar Babar
Musakhail in the chair. The house discussed the
recently presented budget for the financial year
2022-23 Both the members of the opposition
and treasury benches hailed the budget

Outside the assembly, the unemploved gradu-
ates stagli_:l:d a4 demonstration.  Despite repeated
requests by the protesters, none from the assem-
bly turned %m meet the protesting unemploved
graduates. The protest caused the suspension of
traffic on the main Zarghoon road, which house
the Chief Minister's Secretariat and Governor's

House.

ing the demonstration,

Progressing

Baton-wielding policemen were deployed in
the entire red zone Lo Slﬁli‘l protesters trom stag-

from Punjab in agriculturé but the government
is not gmgg me any job”, Mr Aziz Khan
lamented. Baton-wielding, This protest has
come a day after the Balochistan agriculture
department announced 1180 posts of clerks and
other lower cadre employees in the province.
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The protesters sa

have done my Mphil

this regard

Hundreds of tnbesmen staged a
E_ru:utest demonstrationagainst the
Ldnaﬁpmg of a minor girl in
Balochistan’s Musakhail district on
Thursday, A tribal jirea was also
held in Musakhail to evolve a strat-
egy to mount pressure on the gov-
ermment (O make sune l,ll'l]'l'l.ll't recoy -
ery of the minor gl
“Chur protest will continue till the
recovery of minor kid”, Comrade
Khudai Noor Musakhail, one of the
tribal elders warned. The protesters
chanted  full-throated = slogans
against the district administration
and police for their failure to recoy-

b an unknown accused.

“Wheo kidnapped the minor gid 7
the tribal elders asked The tribes-
men lashed out at the distnct
admimstrahon and  warned  that
rotest would be intensified if it
ailed to recover the minor girl
This mcident has come few days
atter the kidnapping of two children
in the Musakhml district. The wirls
were later recovered.

Siaeﬂker Balochistan Assembly,
Sardar Babar Musakhail had also
directed the Balochistan Police
Chieland Chiel Secretary to submit
a report in this regard.
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id that the number of unem-
ployed agriculture graduates was 3000 and the
government should” immediately announce the
vacancies “Our protest will continue till the
creation of vacancies”,
another protester said. He sad they would
mtensify their protest if the government creat-
ed new posts for them. There was no immedi-
ate reaction from the provincial government in

Muhammad Tahir,

Under the adership 0
Chief Minister Balochistan
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Symbol of Progress & Prosperity
Public Friendly Budget 2022- 23 worth Rs.612.79 billion

Provincial Development Budget (PSDP) worth Rs.191.15 billion

@ Creation of 2850 new vacancies in Government departments @ Unprecedented steps for the production sectors @ Establishment of new schools @ Establishment of commercial border markets
@ Implementation of Balochistan Public Finance Management Act @ Establishment of Software Technology Park @ Historic treaty of Reko Dig @ Several initiatives for women empowerment
@ Salaries of all government employees increased by 15 % ® Minimum labor wages fixed as Rs.25000 @ Launching of laptop scheme for lalented students soon

e Rs.133 billion for 3367 ongoing schemes
® Rs.59 billion for new development schemes
@ Rs.8.10 billion for provision of public health facility
® Rs.2.5 billien for promiotion of higher éducation and ta support

& RsA500 million for Zhob Irrigation Scheme and ]

Rs.1 billion for construction of new dams

Rs.1 billion for livestock development

Bs.1.75 billion to overcome food security issues [ ]

Rs 6 billion for subsidy in energy sector and \
solarization of agricultural tube wells

Rs. 200 million for construction of complex for

rehabilitation of special persons

L
L
Universities ® Rs,16.3 billion for development schemes under local councils ® Rs.300 million for sports promotion and youth welfare
® Rs.2.90 billion for interest free loans for wheat @ Rs.19.78 for communication and works o Rs.2.50 billion for Balochistan Pension Fund
procurement @ Rs.10 million for relocating District Jail Quetta outside city #® Rs.2 billion for Balochistan Skill Development Fund
\_ @& Rs.1.38 billion for water supply schemes
Prosperous Nation-Thriving Balochistan , e ) _
i e @ www.dpr.gob.pk. !}- @dpr_gob _‘] dpr.gob i ddgpr.balochistan




EDITORIAL

Friday,July,01,2022 |

Editor Asim Khan

QLF a vibrant platform for

birthing new ideas

The Quetta Literary Festival (QLF) has proved to be a vibrant platform
for birthing new ideas and it must be supported in a nascent democracy.
Leading authors, writers, poets, novelists, etc spoke candidly about the
factors, which shape the sociopolitical landscape in all 46 sessions dur-

n % the historic festival,

espite all odds, the organizers, faculty members, and students of the

Balochistan University of Information Technology Engineeﬂni
Manazg_?mcm Sciences (BUITEMS) were able to hald the third QLF on

June 27 and 28,

and

Thousands turn up to participate in all 46 sessions

In a province where an open expression has become rare, the QLF pro-
vided an opportunity for all dissent voices to freely express their opinion
without fear and being censured. They spoke with full freedom and
shared their ideas. Crowds of the audience attended all 46 sessions held
on the premise of the BUITEMS. which 1s considered to be the educa-
tional face of Balochistan.

Also, Read Balochistan University: 85-vear old man completes Ph.D.

degree

total of 150 delegates including leadin
artists, musicians, and jounalists from across
the two-day event. As per rough estimales, around 20,
is was overwhelming keeping in view the narrative of trou-

the QLF,

bles and security issues of the province. :
Literature and culture gathered to promote a soft image of Balochistan
Literature and culture were brought together and a soft and true image
of Balochistan was promoted in all 46 sessions. The organizers had to

cancel a

th

authors, poets, writers,
@ country participated in

0 people visiled

awall program because of an unruly crowd entering the hall.

Youth gathered outside the hall were asked to peacefully disperse.

The message of love and peace in Balochistan and Pakistan was echoed
in all sessions. This gave hope to the youth of Balochistan, a bright future
without violence, and a sense of deprivation.

This was the third QLF. The provincial and federal governments should
encourage the organizers, faculty members and students of other univer-
sities and colleges in Balochistan to organize such events to give a learn-
ing and exposure opportunity to the students.

Harmonizing the sales

The I8th Amendment
to the constitution had a
rofound 1mpact an the
eeal and political frame-
work of the country.
Among  other measures
leading to the long-await-
ed provincial automony,
the amendment led to
drastic changes n the
sales tax system of the
country. As part of the
overarching endeavor to
achieve fiscal autonomy
for the provimces, the
sales tax On services was
.;pe:iﬁcallv excluded
rom the federal legisla-
tive domain, making it a
provincial subject. This
devolution  of  power
caused major legislative
and structural changes in
the sales tax system, with
provincial governments
enacting theirr own laws
and establishing  provin-
cial authorities for the
administration of sales tax
on  services,  Withowt
denving the mstrumental
role of the provincializa-
tion of sales tax on servic-
es in strengthening the
provingial economies, the
ramifications of the frag-
mented sales tax system
in the form of increasing
conflicts  between  the
provinces among them-
zelves and with the centre,
viglding problems for
Husiness  entitias, cannot
be igﬁncrred The disparities
in the design, structure,
and operation of different
sales tax regimes have
made compliance for
businesses  exceedingly
complex. First, the spTil-
ting of sales tax into sales

tax on Zoods and services
has resulted in multiplici-
ty of sales tax jurisdic-
tions, Under the current
system, a business operat-
ing all over Pakistan in
goods and services has to
account for registration,
sales  fax  returns,  and
other compliances before
five different tax authar-
ties. In additon to makine
compliance difficult, this
has alzo caused a spike in
the compliance costs.
Already Lurdened with
extensive  compliances
under other tax laws, the
barrage of compliance
undar provincial sales tax
enactments has added
insult to imjury for the
busineszes,

Second, the lack of
understanding = betwaen
the centre and the
provinges over a uniform
definition of goods and
services has resulted in
Jurisdictional  conflicts
Consequently, the taxa-
tion of businesses involv-
ing tha supply of goods as
well as provision of serv-
ices — industrial vending,
food supply/restaurants,
construction  businasses,
fashion designing etc —
often results in a tax war
situation betweean the fad-
eral and provincial
authorities. Likewise, the
differances among the

rovinces over the classi-
ication of services and
the applicability of ori-
gin/destination principles
gives rise to the demand
of tax on a single service
by mul '3:]& Jurisdictions.
Lise of different Pakistan

Customs Tariff (PCT)
codes by the provinces for
the same services also
gives nse to tax disputes.

Third, mter-jurisdic-
tional wvarialions in tax
rules, exemplions, assess-
mient processes and sys-
termic procedures,. have
damaged the uniformity
and consistency of the
zales tax svstem in the
country. The rezulatory
regimes  and domestic
institutional structures of
a country being the m?ar
factors considered by for-
eign investors, the current

sales tax system has
gravely impaired the
prospects  of  foreign

investmeant in the country.
Rated 108 on the Ease of
Doing  Business Index
(EDB1} a5 per the Doing
Business 2019  rmaport
(most recent) issued by
the World Bank, Pakistan
has made zero progress
towards . improving  the
ease of doing business
environment for more
than a decade. Rather, the
Paying Taxes rating of
F‘aEiﬁ*an has wona from 18
im 2011 to 30 an 2019,
indicating @an increase in
compliance difficultizs of
taxpavers. Policymakers
and the business commu-
nity conceds to the idea
that harmomization of dif-
ferent sales tax regimes
can be an effective tool o
deal with the issues in the
current sales fax system,
Along with reducing com-
pliance cost for the busi-
nesses, harmonization can
alzo benefit state institu-
tions . by cutling down

their administrative costs
and dealing with the tax
collection mefficiencies,
Further, increased effi-
ciency, uniforminy, and
consistency of the sales
tax system as a result of
harmonization shall also
improve Pakistan's rating
on the EDBI.

Motably, the efforis
towards the harmoniza-
tien of =ales tax in
Pakistan commenced in
December 2019 on the
recommendations  from
the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) and
the World Bank. In March
2020, the federal and the
provincial tax authorities
mutually establizhed the
Manonal Tax Council
(WNTC) as a national body
tasked with resolving the
issues in the current sales
tax. system, The responsi-
bilities of the NTC
include harmonizing the
sales tax rates applicable
to poods and services for
the entire country, formu-
lating: model sales fax
laws on goods and servic-
es along with precise def-
initions  of goods and
services, principlas gov-
aming the place of supply,
rules. for exemptions,
appontionment of sales tax
on szervices for inter-
provincial trade, data har-
monization and  other
refated matters Halted by
the pandemic for a long
period, the harmonization
efforts resumed with the
first-ever meeting of the
MNTC on September 2,
2021, At the second meet-
ing of the NTC held on

tax

hammad Awsai

September 16, 2021 the
federation  and  the
provinges developed a
CONSEnsus on a single por-
tal system for the filing of
sales fax returns along
with other i1ssues mclud-
ing taxation rights on the
construction busmess, tofl
manufacturing,  restau-
rants, and transportation,
In January 2022, the
Federal Board of Revenus
(FBR) launched the
Mational Sales Tax Return
(NSTR) calling it a “sig-
nificant milestone
towards automation  and
data integration in order
to facilitate the taxpayers,
romote ease of doing
usiness, and reduce com-
pliance costs”, and also
signed an MOL with the

Central Board of
Revenue, Azad Jammu &
Kashmir (AJ&K) for

extension of the NSTR to
its termtorial jurisdiction,

[espite the develop-
ment with the consensus
of and agreements signed
by the provinces, the
implementation of the
NSTR has not vet been
possible and taxpayers are
still required to Fﬂe sales
tax returns with respective
provincial  authorities,
Importantly, the major
obstacle in the wav of the
implementation of the
MSTR 15 the lack of legal
backing that is possible
only through amendments
in the provincial sales tax
laws. Therafore, until the
fegislative reforms are
brought, the centre and
the provinces may pro-
ceed to undertake.

A look at democracy: Part - 11

In addition to an aca-
demic lens to look at the
crisis of democracy, we
may also use a behav-
woural lens. This relates
to  how  communities,
individuals, and leaders
behave in their personal
and social lives. How
people respect or do not
respect democratic
norms in their daly rou-
tines.

The behavioural lens
to democracy may be
wide-ranging and sub-
sume in itself the civic

and cultural dimension of

a sogiety. IF most people
within their families fol-
low dictatorial tenden-
cies and the heads of the
family impose their own
will on all their family
members, such lamilies
are not going to caltivate
a democratic community.
Even if regular elections
take place and a majority
party assumes power, but
individuals still tend 1o
Favour authoritarian aiti-
fudes, that society can
hardly be termed as dem-
ocratic.  Behaviourally
speaking democracy is
about personal choice
and respect for others’
CHITINS

In a country such as
Pakistan a family does
not even allow a young
Midn Or woman o marry
of their free will. 1If a
couple defies the family,
and moves out (o live
their own lives, even that
15 not acceptable. Many
couples who have been
married for years, had
children an_d} live far
away are still not safe
Thewr families hunt them
down, such killings
the name of false honour
are not uncommon in
Pakistan. You may have a

democratic setup at the
top with elected zovern-
ments, bl kg
through a behavioural
lens, the society 15 in cri-
515,

If a young man or
woman cannot choose
what subjects to study or
whether 1o become a
doctor or enginesr or opt
for any other profession,
this is also a crisis of
behaviour that does not
allow ]]aeople_ to make
personal decisions. Then
there is also ‘a civic
dimension of democracy
that relates to how we
behave as citizens. A
behavioural lens is all
about being considerate
and respectful in a demo-
cratic society. [f there is
noe consideration  for
other people in society,
we ¢an hardly call it
democratic behaviour,

If almost nobody s
willing to stop at a traffic
signal when it 1s red, it is
a behavioural crisis of
democracy, When people
donot understand — or do
not want to understand —
the principle of right of
way on streets and try to
push themselves in, with
a complete disregard 1o
decency and law, the
behavioural  lens  of
democracy tells us that it
is a crisis. Behavioural
and civic dimensions are
an integral part of a dem-
ocratic society, withou
which regular elections
at the top won't help
much But it does not
mean a complete submis-
sion to authority,

When we talk about
decency and respect it 15
ot about accepting dic-
tates. A democratic soci-
ety needs to strike a fine
balance between respect

and subamission, Here it
is more related to the cul-
tural norms of a society
Demaocratic behaviour
helps us become more
sociable — though socia-
bility is not a sure sign of
being democratic. There
are peaple who are fairly
sociable in dgmherin;,;s but
highly undemocratic in
their families. Still, 1t is
safe to say that in public
spheres, people of coun-
tries such as India or
Pakistan are not pretty
sociable.

Sociability means cul-
tural  behaviour  that
brings peuglc touether in
harmony. Sociable peo-
ple smile at each other
nod inapproval, and sen
positive vibes without
viclating somebody
else’s  personal  space.
These are signs of demo-
cratic behaviour which is
hardly ~ wvisible  here.
Through the behavicural
lens of democracy we
notice thal people ;3;1 &r
o be gopressive and hos-
tile. Their mood 15 ignit-
ed at the slightest provo-
cation; even if they have
a minor accident on the
road, they are more like-
Iv 1o resort to DsticulTs
rather than an amicable
resolution of the crisis at
hand

This lens also takes us
to the conclusion that
education should essen-
tially have some effec-
tive  behaviour-change
communication in the
curriculum. Civie educa-
tion paves the way for a
democratic society with
individual liberties guar-
anteed, It 15 sort of a
social  hiberalism  that
challenges feudal and
tribal behaviours that are
in essence undemocratic.

Behavioural lens i3 in
S0Me CASEs even more
important  than  other
lenses as it exposes the
roots of a society as dem-
oeratic or undemocratic.
In countries such as India
and Pakistan, democracy
15 in crisis as successive
governments have failed
o inculcate democratic
norms, and that s the
crux of the problem —
irrespective of how many
democratic or dictatoria
governments we  have
ad

Mext, we can use a
constitutional  lens to
look at democracy. It is
different from academic
and behavioural lenses
but does not work in iso-
lation as our constifu-
tions are also a reflection
of our academic orenta-
tion in constitution-mak-
ing and the behaviours of
those who frame or
amend  constitutional
rovisions. Looking at
akistan through a con-
stitutional lens, we find
that it took us nine vears
to formulate the first con-
stitution as opposed to
India which could devel-
op its own within two
years by the end ol 1949
and promulgated it in
lanuary 195 s

Car first constitution
could survive oniy from
1956 w1958 hefore
being thrown away by
Maj-Gen Iskandar Mirza
and Gen Avub Khan,
both of whom had no
role in the freedom strug-
gle and catapulted them-
selves o power with the
help of the civil and mil-
iary bureaucracy. Then
the 1962 constilulion was
a handiwork of self-
appointed  field marshal
and president Gen Ayub

Khan, The good general
usurped power and con-
centrated all authority in
the office of the presi-
dent, targeting civilian
leaders and senior politi-
cians such as Huseyn
Shaheed Suhrawardy and
Fatima Jinnah
Throughout the 19505
and 19605, there was one
constitutional crists after
another resulting in the
breakup of the country in
1971.

The constitutional lens
shows us that even the
1973 constilulion 18 not
ideal as it has had
amendments that _have
changed its shape. There
are provisions in the con-
stitution  that  need
improvements or outright
removal, The constifu-
tion in its present shape
is not entirely fiiendly to
all citizens, and has some
discriminations  embed-
ded within it. We can go
on for long discussing
the constitutional  lens
but there are a couple of
other lenses too, One of
the most significant lens-
es in an economic lens
which helps us see how
much a society is divided
i ECONOMIc lerms

If there is a wide gap
between the rich and the
poor, academic and con-
stitutional debates
remain figile. In a truly
democratic society, there
should be some egalitari-
an considerations (o cater
for the uvnderprivileged
We can also call this eco-
nomic lens a window of
equality amd  equity
There should be equal
and equitable economic
opportunities With
widespread poverty,
demoeracy. can hardly
impress. [N

It’s come

full circle

ith one foot

on a banana

peel,. we are

standing  at

an abwss, PM

Shehbaz Sharif and the

PML-N face mortal

political and economic

challenges. and the gov-

emment has shown ﬁule

resalve to confront them

head-on. Domestic

petrolewm prices are up

more than 40 per cent

within the last few days,

and n;:m:}gi/ prices have
quickly followed suit.

It is morbadly satisfy-
myg that Shehbaz Sharif
and the PML-N of
motorway, flvover, and
underpass fame -
should face rising fuel

ices in their ulfimate

attle for political sur-
vival. For decades, our
cities have facilitated
private car owners at the
expense of pedestrians,
cvehsts. and  transit
users. The Shehbaz
Sharif model of urban
development, albest
with different speeds of
exgoution,  pervades
other political parties
and leaders as well,
large-scale gray nfra-
structure like signal free
cortidors, yovers,
underpasses. and ring
roads with obscene lev-
els of service have
become the norm
cities around the coun-

: Cites,  from
Islamabad to Turbat,
have hecome sprawling
sites of speculatively
held vacant plots n
shady housing schemes

This is. our real
tragedy. Our  current
CCONOMIS CrISIs 15 our
oW Frankenstein’s
monster staring  right
back at us, Consider
these ex._zun;lﬂes Capital
Smart City Islamabad 15
approximately 40 kilo-
metres from Blue Area
DHA City Karachi s
over &lkms from Frere
Hall These and ather
projects exclusively tar-
2et car owners; only the
most influential five per
cent of our urban popu-
lation

30 what to do when
the most influential peo-
ple's financial and resi-
dentizl interests move
S0kms from the eity's
economic hubs? Buld
expressways, signal-free
cortidors, ring  roads,
Lyan Expressways, and
Leh Expressways to
coddle  them, These

mects help the elite

pass the city's con-
gestion, often by taking

a longer route.
Sometimes flyovers and
underpasses help

address particular points
of congestion i the
city’s road network. As
these %m_qe::_ts material-
ize, the richest few
begin to travel more and
more to reach their
workplaces, = meet
friends. or for other
everyday tasks Because
there’s no pubhc transit

and whatever transit
exists 15 class incompat-
ible — people drive,
often in their sparkling
new SUVs.

W

The same logic has
unfortunately extended
to mter-city travel. We
have priontized motor-
ways and highways over
railways. Our ralways
network  has'  shrunk
from over 8500kms of
tracks m 19505 to
around 7, 200kms foday,
This has been accompa-
nied by a drastic drop in
the railwavs' share of
traffic: while the service
carried over 86 per cent
of all freight traffic n
the 1950s, 1ts current
share stands at a meager
4-6 per cent. Smmilarly,
Pakistan Railways has
rone  from the "single
argest carnier of passen-
oer traffic in-the 19705
o carrying less than 10
per cent of all passen-
gers today, .

This drastie decline 1s
not  coincidental.
Accordmg 1o one esti-
mate, the state spent
three times as much on
imtercity road infrastruc-
ture than it did on rail-
ways. The uniformed
state’s patronage of enti-
ties has combined with

private car owners’
interests to completely
averpower SOCI0eCo-

nomic efficiencies asso-
ciated with rail travel.
All these develop-
ments are brazen exam-
Fles of elite capture.
Only around 10 per cent
of all urban houscholds
own cars, and vet all of
our cities have seen
massive mfrastructural
investments that favour
private car travel

In March, as Sn
Lanka’s economic cn-
sis unfolded, desperate
people started gather-
g n front of President
Gotabayva  Rajapaksa
and Prime Minister
Mahinda Rajapaksa’s
respective official resi-
dences  to  protest
endemic  corruption,
nepotism and misman-
agement i the country

They set up  an
encampment on the
iconic  Galle Face
Beach v front of the
Parliament, which
came to be called
GotaGoGama (the wl-
lage demanding  that
‘Uota” - President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa —
resign from otfice). The
Inter University
Students”  Federation
joined the protests n
massive, well-organ-
ised rallies. Hundreds
of trade unions called a
general  1sland-wide
strike in suppor

As | monmitored inter-
national media’s cover-
age of these protests, |
quickly recognised
some familiar discrep-
ancies often seen in the
coverage of such events
in the (gilnhal South.
 Most news sources,
for example, mitally
referred to the le at

the CotatioCiama
encampment as “pro-
testers . But as the
police  and mmlitary

moved in, deploying
tear gas and water can-
nons, and at times, hve
bullets against the]se
Very same eople,
rather than dc:ﬁ:rﬂ:ﬁng
the evenis as they are

attacks on protesters by

‘Picturesque’ protests

security forces — news
reports started refernng
to what was unfolding
as ‘clashes”.

When members of
the Rajapaksa family
and their political
cronies reportedly
bussed in therr support-
ers — themselves cﬂ:sti~
tute people paid a few
thousand rupees and
bottles of arrack — to
attack the protest site
and destroy the ‘vil-
lage’. reports contain-
mg relerences Ly
‘mobs’, “rioters’ and
‘clashes’™ further prohf-
erated.

As [nlimi Algama, a
PhD student of English
Linguistics at Justus-
Liebig-Universitat
Giessen in Germany,
noted in a conversation
on  Twitter, 1t was
always clear who was
armed, and who insti-

ated the violence. Yet

erman news ouatlets
referred to chaos and
‘unruhen’, which,
explained Algama. can
also mean ‘nots’. There
was “hittle to no clarifi-
cation about the vio-
lence of pro-govern-
ment and pro-
Rajapaksa groups, or
that tear-gas and water
cannon toting malitary
provoked and assaulted
protestors”. Moreover,
*phrasing the violence
as a ‘clash between two
croups’  delegitimises

e protests and equates
people practicing their
democratic night  to

rotests with the Vig-
ence of groups dis-
patched by the state to
intimidate and  stop
them”, she added. This

15 nothing unigue to Sti
Lanka — we often see
similar narratives of
‘clashes” and “riots” in
the international cover-
age of protests and
police actions against
them across the Global
South, most infamously
evident in Palesting,

In &n Lanka's case,
however. the reality of
the protests was not
only  misrepresenied
through narratives
about “clashes”. Due to
the island’s colonial
past, and the fact that
many Europeans -
Scandinavians
Germans, Russians and
Britons — regularly hol-
iday there. other prob-
lematic attitudes that
reduce the protests into
one-dimensional
Orientahist  fantasies
have also crept into the
coverage,

Sn Lanka’s protest
movement 15 idealistic
and focused on collec-
tive care. Organisers at
GotaGoGama, for
example, set up a free
food station that pro-
vides meals for protest-
ers and the destitute, a
medical aid tent, and a
library, where anvone
can come and read
books or organise a
“People’s University”
session hosting discus-
stons on  social  and
political 1sswes. The

rotesters al the village
1ave been consciously
and strategically edu-
cating each  other,
through “teach-outs”,
about the conditions
that created this eco-
nemi¢ crisis, and the
way successive leaders

have used ethno-
nationalism to obtain
voles and power. They
have been working to
bring together pcul:»lc
who have purposefully,
and for political ends,
been divided across
ethme. rehgious, and
class divides since 5n
Lanka’s independence.
The protesters have
also put on educational
shadow-puppet shows,
sung raucous island
baila ({catchy tunes,
ofien accompanied by
cheecky Iyrics com-
menting on social con-
ditions), chanted mven-
tive slogans, and made
some of the most hilar-
1ous protest posters 1ve
gver seendn  some
mternational news
reports, however, these
strategic and undeni-
ably effective efforts to
bring about change and
bring a nation together
have been portraved as
youthful naivete, infan-
talising the movement
and making 1t look
somewhat less serious
and impactful than s
Western counterparts.
Throughout  these
protests, people from
different religious and
ethnic. groups. who
have been trained to be
deeply  suspicious of
each other, broke fast
together during the
month  of Ramadan,
celebrated Easter, and
had fun on the Buddhist
holiday Vesak. On a
few occasions, a kat-
tadiya, or an exorcist
came to do an exorcism
ceremony oo cast out
evil demons from the
island. They’ve educat-

ed each other about the
state’s violence agamst
therr communities
especially violence tar-
ﬁchng the country’s
Aushim and Tamil peo-
le; Ambika
atkunanathan and oth-
ers rcquat{;d]}f noted
why  Tamil people,
especially those in the
Morth and the East
could not,  without
mviting further state
surveillance and bodily
harm, protest as freely
as did the Sinhala in
Colombo. They hon-
oured the Tamil vietims
of the civil war togeth-
er, and invited the sur-
viving families of those
forcibly “disappeared’
in the MNorth and the
South to speak
Representatives of
various religious organ-
isations also attended
the protests to bear wit-
ness to the events, and
try to offer some pro-
techion (o profesters
from the violence of
pelice, Sn Lankan
Armed  Forces  and
extrajudicial  groups
leoking to harm them.
Images of Catholic
nuns forming human
chains to protect pro-
testors were undeniably
potent. S0 were those
showing Catholic and

Anglican priests,
Muslim imams and
maulanas, Hindu

priests, and Buddhist
monks, all in their reli-
gious  tobes  sitting
together at Galle Face

Beach., chatting and
sharing VIEWS.
Together, they have

held vigil, overnight, at
the main protest.

Palestine’s
victories

n
I November
2006, the
Israeli mili-

tary prevent-
ed all Palea;%n];-based
footballers from  partici-
pating in the final match
of the Asian Football
Confederation qualifica-
ton TL_-,rour} stage. The
news had a major demor-
alizing effect on all
Palestinians, Even rare
moments of hope and
happiness are  often
crushed by lsrael

As disappointing as the
Istaeli decision was, it
was hardly compared to
the collective shock felt
by Palestinians every-
where when_ in 2007,
Palestinian players were
not allowed to participate
in a decisive World Cup

valifying game against
Singapore,  Instead of
showing solidarity  with
Palestinians  and  con-
demning  Israel, the
International  Football
Asgsociation {FIFA)
decided vo award an auto-
malic Viclory o
Singapore of 3-0.
is is why Palesting’s
Latest qualification is his-
torie, as it is more proof
that Palestinian resilience
has no bounds. It sends a
message to fsrael as well,
that its unjust draconian
measures  will never
break the spirit of the
Palestinian people.

The latest achievement
should alse be placed
within another context. It
is the third time in a row
that the Palestine national
team qualifies for the
Astan cup hnals, thanks

to an impressive squad
that  represents  all
Palestinian communities,
at home and in the
Diaspora.  This moment,
however, is bittersweet.
Many Palestinian foot-
ballers, who should have
been present in the Sports
Center  Stadium  in
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia —
where the ql’lualiﬁca:mri
rounds were held — were
missing, . Some are in
Israeli prisons, others are
maimed or killed. Much
of the killings happened
200¥2

in 20,
- Indeed, 2009 was a ter-
rible vear for Palestinian
football. In January 2009,
three Palestinian foot-
ballers, Ayman Alkurd,
Shadi Shakhe and Wajeh
Moshtaha, were killed
during the lsraeli war on
the besieged Gaza Strip.
All three were seen as
romising athletes with
right  futures,  Twao
months  later,  Saji
Darwish was kilfed by an
Israeli  sniper  fear
Ramallah. The 18-year-
old was slated 1o become
a bigz name in Palestinian
foothall, too

In July of that same
wvear,  the tragl.cwiy of
Mahmoud Sarsak bBegan.
Sarsak had only been a
member of the Palestine
Mational Football Team
for six months when he
was arrested and tortured
by Israel in a painful saga
that lasted for three years
He won his freedom after
undergoing a  hunger
strike that Tasted for over
90 days. The permanent
health issues Sarsak was
left with, however, meanl

By Ramzy Barowd
that his once-promising
SpOTLS Career Was Over.

Arrests, torture and
killings of Palestinian
footballers became a reg-
ular headline in Palestine.
This includes the killing
of former Palestinian
football  star, Ahed
Zagqut, in 2014, and the
deliberate shooting of the
feet of Jawhar MNasser
Jawhar, 19, and Adam
Abd Al Raoul Halabiva,
17, The two players wire
attempting to cross an
Israelt  military  check-

gint in the occupied

'est Bank to return home
after a long training ses-
sion.

These are but mere
examﬁ:[es. The targeting
of Palestinian sports is a
constant item on the
Israeli military agenda.
Palestinian stadiums are
often  bombed during
Israel’s brutal wars on
Cinza,

Indeed, 2009 was a ler-
tible vear [or Palestinian
football, In January 2009,
three Palestinian foot-
ballers, Avman Alkurd,
Shadi Sbﬂghﬁ: and Wajeh
Muashtaha, were killed
during the Ismeli war on
the besicoed Gaza Strip.
All three were seen as
En_:rmsmg athletes with

right futures. Two
months  later,  Saji
Darwish was killed by an
Israeli  sniper  near
Ramallah. The 18-yvear-
old was slated to become
a big name in Palestinian
football, toodn July of
that same vear, the
tragedy  of Mahmoud
Sarsald began, Sarsak had
only been a member
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FIFA lifts suspension on Pakistan Football Federation

World football's goverming body FIFA on
Thursday decided to Iift the suspension on the
Pakistan Football Federation (PFF) that was
imposed last year owing to “undue third-party
interference"

"The decision was taken after FIFA received
confirmation that the normalisation committee of
the PFF had regained full control of the PFF’s
remises and was In a position fo manage 1ts
inances," a press release issued by Bureau of the
FIFA Council stated.

"The PFF was also mformed that any undue
interference in its affairs or action that could hin-
der the fulfilment of the mandate of the normali-
sation committee might lead to the PFF being
suspended again and/or the imposition of other
sanctions provided for in the FIFA Statutes," the

ISLAMABAD: Bernhard Stephan Schlagheck, German Ambassador to Pakistan calls on Federal

Minister for Economic Affairs, Sardar Ayaz Sadig.

Rs113.899 billion to be
spent on reinforcement of
gas transmission network

Imran Khan
warns of wheat
crisis in coming

days

ISLAMABAD: Former prime min-
ister and Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTT) Chairman Imran Khan has
warned that the country could witness
a wheat crisis in coming days.

Speaking during an interview to
anchorperson Arshad Sharif, the for-
mer premier said that the target of
wheat sowing in Punjab has been not
met and the country could witness a
wheat crisis in the coming days

Referring to the Lahore High
Court’s (LHC) werdict on Punjab
Chief Minister’s election, Imran Khan
said that the party had always said that
the election of Hamza Shehbaz as
Punjab Chief Minister is "unconstitu-
ticdal ",

The PTI Chairman announced that
the: party would move Supreme Courl
(5C) agmnst the LHC verdict regard-
in umjab  CM  wvote  recount.
“Election under Hamza Shehbaz and
Deputy Speaker will create more cri-
sis, he added.

“The apex court had ordered against
the turncoats, so why their votes were
considered. There 15 no governance in
Punjab and the rulers’ only motive is
to get rid of their corruption cases.” he
atded

Imran Khan pointed out that the
Lahore High Court has given a 24-
hour deadline for recounting votes in
Punjab CM election. “Many of our
party members are not in Pakistan cur-
rently,” he said, adding that he knew
six such members went o perform
Hajj INP

Mills association
rejects ministry’s
figures about

Sugar reserves

ISLAMABAD: Rejecting the fig-
ures of the Ministry of Trade, Sugar
Mills Association on Thursday said
currently Pakistan has reserves of two
million tonnes of sugar,

“The figures released by the min-
1stry are contradiciory  against the
ground realities,” the sugar mills asso-
clation spokesperson said in 8 state-
ment

The Sugar mills association said
even Brazil and India are also mulling
over exporting the surplus stock of
their sugar The decision to export
sugar after October will not yield
results for the country, he added TNP

Commission to
probe PTI govt
decisions in
petroleum sector:
Shahid Khagan

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Muslim
League — Nawaz (PMLN) leader and
former Prime Minister Shahid Khagan
Abbasi on Thursday said that a com-
mission will be formed to investigate
wrong decisions taken by the PTE gov-
grnment in the petroleum sector

Talking to the media in Islamabad
flanked by Federal Minister for
Planning Ahsan Igbal, Shahid Khagan
Abbasi said that the country has lost
billions of rupees due to the wrong
decisions of Imran Khan and his cabi-
net and he has also ruined the energy
sector A commission will be formed
to probe Imran Khan and his cabinet
decisions in eneray sector,

“Atter the report of the commission,
strict action will be taken against
responsible persons.” he added INP

PM Shehbaz asks
Zardari to

convince allies

ISLAMABALD:  Prime Minister
Shehbaz Shanf on Thursday has asked
Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) co-
chairman and lormer president Asil
Al Zardari to convince allies

Asif Al FZardan and Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
called on M Shehbaz and discussed
the current political situation and the
new MAB chatrman a&pmr_llmenl.

Federal Interior Minister Rana
Sanaullah, former Speaker INP

[SLAMABAD: The two state-
owned companies, SNGPL and
85GC,  would  collectively
spend  funds amounting to
Rs113.899 hillion on the rein-
forcement of gas transmission
networks in their operational
areas across the country during
the next fiscal vear.

“The Sui_ MNorthern  Gas
Pipelines Limited (SNGPL) and
Sui Southern Gas Company
(S5GC) have planned to invest
Rs27.669 million on transmis-
sion projects, Rs77.484 million
on _distribution  projects and
Rs# 746 million on other proj-
ects bringing the total invest-
ment of Hs113.899 million dur-
ing the fiscal year 2022-23"
according to an official docu-
ment available with APP

During the first nine months
of the current fiscal vear (July-
March). the companies gasified
108 villages and towns at their
respective  networks, besides
laying 67 kilometers (KM) gas

transmission pipelines lines,
3.244 KM main and 829 KM
services lines

They alse provided around
239212 additional gas connec-
tions including 257 644 domes-
tie, 1473 commercial and 95
industrial across the country as
compared to 304 573 additional
as connections awarded during
the same period in the last fiscal
cear." It is expected that gas will
e suggulled to approximarely
736,060 new consumers (this
targel 15 subject Lo
approval/revision by OGRA
during FY2023." the document
said, adding the indigenous sup-
ply of natural gas witnessed a
decline of around 5 per cent and
its contribution recorded at 33,1
per cent in the total primary
energy supply mix of the coun-
try. The available statistics indi-
cated  that Pakistan had an
extensive gas network of over
13,513 M transmission,
155,679, INP

ICT police mulls to
conserve energy via
solar panels installation

[SLAMABAD:  Islamabad
Capital Territory Police has decid-
ed to shift all its offices and build-
ings on efficient energy system
and to make them more environ-
ment friendly )

The decision to this effect was
made during a meeling of
Inspector General of Capital
Police D Akbar Nasir Khan with
Managing Director, Mational
Energy Efficiency and
Conservation Authority (NEECA)
Dr. Sardar Moazzam. =

According to the vision of
Prime Mimster Shehbaz Sharifl
and following the approval of
Interior Minister Rana Sanaullah
Khan, Istamabad police is intro-
ducing an environment friendly
Major energy saving project.

All police stations, lines, safe
city, offices and other buildings
and equipment of Islamabad

Capital Police are being shifted to
efficient energy system i.e solar
system

A survey on this project has
been started under the supervision
of Director General Planning
Policy Innovation Program Mumr
Ahmed

Under this project, all devices
will be transferred to the solar sys-
tem and the main objective of this
whole project is to ensure austeri-
ty and save energy.

Meanwhile, IGP Islamabad had
also issued orders to reduce the
fuel guota of wvehicles, which
would save abouwt Rs 10 million
per month,

Islamabad Police will play its
full role in the development of the
country and to put the vision of
the Prime Minister of Pakistan
Shehbaz Sharif into era:tics, the
police source added INP

At UN, Pakistan
objects to ‘selectivity’ in
condemning HR abuses

UNITED NATIONS: At the
United Nations, Pakistan has
objected over selectivity in the
condemnation of human rights
violations, citing the deafening
silence over Indian illegally
occupied Jammu and Kashmir,

Participating in a debate, the
Acting : Permanent
Representative of Pakistan 1o
the UN, Aamir Khan, called for
a review of the current approach
te  advancing  international
peace and security, | _

_He was speakmﬁ in a discus-

510N sponsore 1’3- the
Permanent Mission of Malaysia
to the UN. The Subject was:
“From Words to Action: A glob-
al ceaseflire bevond COVID-19
pandemic.” ;

“Today, people are talking
about vielations and human
rights in one  siluation,
Ambassador Aamir Khan said

QATAR: General
to Qatar called on

amar Javed Baj

in an obvious reference to the
developments in Ukraine, but
pointed out that “there is a deaf-
ening silence elsewhere in simi-
lar situations of violations of
humain rights, especially in

Jammu and  Kashmir * and
Palestine. ™ B _
“It's unfortunate,” he said,

“that there is an element of
selectivity when it comes to the
condemnation of violation of
human rights”. )

The Pakistani envoy main-
tained that other sources of
world's geopolitical tensions
were the Tailure of the interna-
tional community to live up to
the 1deals of collective and
cooperative securily, as also
that nequality was now
embedded in the global politi-
cal, economic and financial
system in the post-1945 world
order.INP

press release sad

[t added that the deadline (today ). by which the
normalisation committée was required to fulfil its
mandate, was now no longer realistic, hence the
bureau decided to extend the committee’s man-
date until June 30, 2023

"This will enable the latter to finally carry out
the tasks assigned to it in full," the FIFA said,

Meanwhile, PFF Normalisation Committee
(NC) chairman Haroon Malik hailed the decision
as a “historic day" for Pakistam fooiball

"l congratulate the whole nation and football
community on the news," he said in a video mes-
sage

Malik said the Normalisation Commitiee was
resolved to fulfilling FIFA's mandate and would
revive footballing activities, as well as ensure

participation of the national team in international
competitions.

He said that heading towards elections and
reclamation of assets would also be among the
top pricrities for the PFF,

Pakistan was suspended by FIFA in April 2021
after its appointed NC was thrown out of office
by a group of officials led by Ashfag Hussain
Shah, who claimed that the Haroon 1(1alik-]ed
commitiee wasn’t sincere about halding elec-
[1ons

Rounds of talks between the PSB and the
Ministry of Inter-Provincial Coordination with
officials of the NC as well the Ashfag group and
others eventually saw the NC return to the PFF
headquarters after handing over an eight-month
roadmap to hold the elections.

Pakistan needs mineral processing units to
save precious by-products

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan is continuously losing a
host of precious subsidiary elemcnts-'hi;-prmucl.-;
which are part of the principal minerals thal are
cx_]l:[urlr;d to different countries, reports WealthPK

he major cavses are the export of non-processed
minerals and sometimes lack of proper agreements
with the mine owners or exploration companies, Of
these subsidiary elements, rare earth elements
{REEs) are of considerable importance.

They are in relatively low concentrations of less
than 0.1% and are seldom found in the form of
deposits, So, their availability 1s subject to the pro-
cessing of host metal only.

In a discussion with WealthPK about the eco-
nomic value of mining by-products, Assistant
Director Geological Survey of Pakistan (GSF)
Yasir Shaheen Khalil said, “Subsidiary products
found along with the principal elements/metals are
sometimes too valuable Sometimes, this type of
low constituents 15 part and parcel of modern tech-
nology. Although they are used in considerably low
guantities, they arg important valoe additions. They
impart some special properties to the products in
which they are used.’

Maturally, Yasir said, they are found with other
host metals. For example, ‘gold ore is associated
with silver and platinum or at least one of them is
found in its deposits. Sulphur, BRhenium, Sefenium,
Tellurium, molybdenum, and silver ore are some-
times by-products of porphyry copper, while
Platinum Group Elements (PGEs) are mostly asso-
ciated with Chromite ore. Manganese can be con-
sidered the frequent constituent of iron ore found in
sedimentary rocks.

Yasir said the iron ore deposit in Chiniot is
named as lron Oxide Copper Gold (10CG) deposir,

55,700 pilgrims
have arrived in
Saudi Arabia for
Hajj rituals:
Religious
Ministry

ISLAMABAD: The
Mimstry of Religious
Affairs” and Interfaith
Harmony on Thursday
informed that 55,700
ilgrims had arrived in
audi Arabia to perform
Hajj ritugls  from
Pakistan so far,

In an exclusive talk
with APP from the holy
land, the ministry’s
spokeszperson
Muhammad Umar Bust
said that 33000 pil-
zrims had reached under
the Government H?]Jd
Scheme while 220
availed Private
Scheme, ;

He said 16,989 pil-
grims were in Madina
while 4908 were in
Makkah A total of
82,000 Pakistanis would
erform  Hajp  from
F’akislan this” vear, he
added .

Umar smid the pre-
Hajj Might operation
would be completed by

for Marcotics Control,

cotics in the region

International

Ambaszsador

Hajj

July 3, under the
Government Hajj
Scheme.

He further said the
Pakistan Hajj Mission
had acquired S1X
Makatib in old Mina
near Jamrat to accom-
modate the Pakistani
ilgrims, _adding
akistani catering com-
anies’  services had
een hired for the provi-
sion of food to pilgrims
in Mina, )

He said strict moni-
toring system had also
been adopted during the
cooking of meal and no
patient of indigestion or
gastroenteritis had been
reported in the  Hajj
Medical Mission vet

He lauded the Saudi | - 'T_.‘“"‘H.DRHE:- b CThC
government for provid- L“H‘EI& ”_ITh ourt
ing ‘home check-in’ { ), on ursday

facility under Road to | Ordered re-counting of

The federal minister was ralking
to a delegation led by Mr Todd D
Robinson, Assistant Secretary for
Narcotics and
Enforcement Affairs of the US
department of state along with LS
to Pakistan Donald

Bloome, which met him in Islamabad
Thursday.

Ihe Minister has said that even
with meager resources and limited
manpower, Pakistan is efTectively
controlling smuggling of narcolics on
its western borders. The Minister has

which means copper and gold are also found there
along with the iron ore. Oftentimes, silver and
sometimes zold occurs as the minor conslifuent in
copper, tead, or zinc ore. There are far more exam-
ples of this type, he added. . ;

“"The presence of REEs is considered a fortune
for the miner, as they are high in demand in mod-
ern technologies from LED Ii[l;hts. to spacecraft.
They are such powerful natural elements that can
bring exponential changes in considerably low
quaritities when processed with other metals. It can
be said that they can make the physical properties
of other metals a little better,” Yasic continued

He said the government must review the clauses
of mining agreements whether they were with the
local miners or with international companies/indi-
viduals. This will help bring a revolutionary change
in reaping handsome revenues for the country, he
added. Secondly. the export of directly mined
material must be banned in order 1o Tully benefil
from their monetary worth, he suggested

Assistant Director Geological Survey of Pakistan
(GSP)y Naeem Ullah in a discussion with WealthPK
about the question of why Pakistan is not getting

reper value/product benefit from the mining o
v-products said, “The country’s profit and income
generation claim is limited to the benefits of prin-
cipally mentioned elements, leases or some rev-
enues i e, taxes, etc. But the harvest of subsidiary
elements 15 not clearly mentioned, Direct export ol
mineral ore without processing is another cause,
while smuggling is another factor causing financial
losses to the country "He said the sale and pur-
chase of mineral ore continue in the absence of
awakening that sizable chunk of money could be
generated from the subsidiary elements INP

Minister acknowledges US
efforts for curbing narcotics
production, smuggling

ISLAMABAD: Federal
P : MNawabzada
Shzain Bugti has acknowledged the
efforts made by the US in curbing
production and smuggling of nar-

said that there is a need for more
advanced technological tools to cater
the needs of anti-narcotics forces

He said Pakistan is planning te
induct 10,000 personnel h%r narcotics
control. Besides these, there is a dire
need for advanced surveillance tech-
nologies like drones and other vehi-
cles 1o overcome powerful drug net-
works, he added

The federal minister said the
biggest challenge 15 the wse of new
forms of drugs in the voung genera-
tion and Pakistan is working towards
making efforts for public awareness
in this regard.

The Assistant secretary of state
assured ull support to Pakistan in
combating the menace of drug traf-
ficking and its use INP

Minister

Law

&
I | L=,

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Switzerland, Bénédict de Cerjat, paid a
farewell call on President Dr Arif Alvi, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.

LHC orders
re-counting of votes for
Punjab CM election
excluding PTI dissidents

Makkah project to the
Pakistani pilerims.

Umar said under this
facility, the pilgrims’
luggage woulnP be col-
lected from their resi-
dences and they would
be issued boarding pass-
es by their airlines con-
cerned.

He said it would help
in saving the precious
time of pilgrims as they
had to reach the airport
before 16 hours of
departure but now they
would have to arrive a
couple of hours earlier

To a query, he said
due 1o “pragmatic
approach towards Hajj
arrangements, Pakistan
Hajj Mission ensured
the provision of afford-
able and high quality
facilities for the pil-
ﬁr]rr_ls through direct

cafings with Makatibs,
residential INP
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wa, Chief of Army Staff (COAS) on an official tour
is Highness Sheikh Tamim Bin Hamad Al Thani, Emir of the State
of Qatar and His Excellency Doctor Khalid Bin Mohammed Al Attiyah, Deputy Prime
Minister & Minister of State for Defence Affairs, State of Qatar..

votes for the elections
of Punjab's chief min-
ister held on Apnl 16,

|n.~;1ru1:1i‘n% that the
votes of 25 dissident
PTI lawmakers be
excluded from the

counting process.
A five-member

hench comprising
Justice Sadagat Al
Khan, Justice Shahid
Jamil Khan, Justice
Shehram Sarwar
Chaudhry, Justice
Sajid Mahmood Sethi
and Justice Tarig
Saleem Sheikh

announced the verdict
with a 4-1 majority

The detailed order
will be issued later in
the day

Hamza was elected
as the Punjab CM on
April 16 during a
provincial assembly
session  that  was
marred by violence,
He received a total of
197 woles — 11 more
than the required 186
= i_ncludinps_zTT'mm 25
dissident I MPAs
that were crucial for
his victory. On May
20, those lawmakers
were de-seated by the
ECP for defecting

Since then, a series
of pelitions have chal-
lenged Hamza's elec-
tion as the chief minis-
ter. All of them were,
however, clubbed
together after the court
observed that they
were identical

The pelitions

In his petition,
Elahi, who was also
the PTI-PML-Q's can-

didate for the CM Separately, PTI's
Office, reqguested the etition, which was
court to declare that [iled by MPAs
Hamza was not the Mohammad  Sibtain
chief minister since he  Khan, Zainab Umair,
had failed to secure Mian Meohammad
the requisite number  Aslam ]qhal_. Syed
of votes in light of the  Abbas All Shab and

5C's imterpretation
stating the votes of
defecting  lawmakers
would not be counted.
Therefore, the April
16 election; its results
and the certificate
issued by the Punjab
Assembly deputy
zp&ake_r to  Hamza
eclaring his victory
had "no lewal effect”,
the petition stated.
The petition request-
ed the high court to
declare "all conse-
quential actions faken
by [Hamza] in his pur-
ported capacily as the
chiet minister Punjab
and all -and any other
communications made,
orders passed and
potifications  issued
eic., consequential
upon the declaration
ol the afore-mentioned
result and issuing the
set certificate .. to be
null and void"

Ahsan Saleem Barvar,
stated that the session
held For conducling
the election witnesse
"immense chaos and
most unfortunate
events" Deputy
Speaker Mazar took
"unlawful" aid from
the police and provin-
cial officials for hold-
ing a "sham and fraud-
ulent” election, fol-
lowing which he com-
municated that Hamza
had won, the petition
gaid. It moted that votes
of 25 dissident PTI
MPAs were also count-
ed in the final tally for
Hamza. While the then
governor Cheema had
refused to accept the
election results,
Hamza was adminis-
tered the oath due to
"judicial overreach", it
contended " As per the
investigation NP
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Reference to tendar Published in the Mews Paper Vide PRO. 4014, dated

25-05-2022. The TSE of the Project is 21220503484 Tha last date for bid
submission is extended il 11 July 2022 Also, requirement of Code 1217 is
waived off. Allthe condition mentioned in the bidding documents remains
the same.




