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Inflation hits

21.3pc in June, highest
in over 13 years

FM Bilawal Bhutto
invites us congress
woman to Pakistan

BlSP to provide 25 mobile vans to

facilitate women in Balochistan

Abdullah Lehri

MNews Desk

YUETTA, KALAT
Federal Minister and
Chairperson Benazir

Income Suppont Proaram
(BISP), Shazia Atta Mam
on Friday announced the
provision of 235 mobile
vans to  facilifate  the
women of Balochistan
Addressing a press con-
ference at Cluetta Press
Club, she said mobile
vans would be provided
i YVATOUS
Balochistan to address
the grievances of deserv-
ing and needy women
timely

Rom Khan Kakar, the
Secretary-General of

areas  of

=7

Kalal and inauguraled a
BISP center. Member
Mational Assembly from
the muling Balochistan
Awami arty  (BAFP)
Ruhina Irfan also accom-
satiied her BISP (0 estab-
ish offices on the tehsil
levelShazia Atta Marri
said the BISPF would
establish offices on the
tehsi] level to support and

addressed party support-
ers. BISPF Balochistan
Chief, Abdul Jabbar, and
PPP leaders received her
at the Quetta intermatonal
airport, Shazia Mar stat-
ed that previous rulers
had tried to abolish the
BISP for political inter-
ests and reasons. “We
have again made it func-
tional and active fto

Khan's policies, Mam

She lashed out at the
former prime  minister
Imran Khan and keld him
responsible Tor the pre-
vailing economic crisis in
the country. “Pakistan
was about to be declared
the bankrupt country had
the Pakistan Democratic
Movement (PDM) no
overthrown Imran Khan™,
she said Shazia Marn
claimed that the country
was on the veroe of eco-
nomic collapse under the
former premier.

Shazia Mammi stated
that the present govern-
ment in general and PPR,
particularly, have given
importance to Balochista
n. “Balochist an is the
backbone of Pakistan™,
she said Shazia Marm
said that all-out efforts
would be made to address

Protesters block Quetta Karachi

Pakistan Peoples Party facilitate deserving and  accomplish Shaheed
(PRI Balochistan,  feedy families "Our pri-  Mohtarma®s  dream ol
[nformation Secretary 0Nty is 10 support needy alleylaunlg poverty from
Sardar Sar Buland and deservine women Pakistan”, the Federal

and families”, she said. hdimister said

The federal minister
armived in the provineial
capital nj'BalocEml:m and

Inflation hits
21.3pc in June, highest
in over 13 years

- ISLAMABAD: The Sensitive Price Indicator (SP1} based weekly infla-
tion reached 21:3pe during the week ending on June 30, the Fakistan
Bureau of Statistes (PBS) sad in a repont ;

Agcording to the stats provided by the PBS, the inflation rate in the
country in the previous week was récorded at 21 3 percent, the highest
singe December 2008, } : y 5
~ During the week under review, out of 53 items, prices of 28 items
mcnieas . prices of 05 items decreased, and prices of 18 items remained
stable
~ During the week under review, out of 53 items, prices of 28 items
increased, prices of 05 items decreased, and prices of 18 items remained
stable. The commodines, which recorded increase in their average prices
included: Tomatoes {31.53pe), Onions I:?.S(El]}m. Tea Lipton (4. 60pe), Epes
(256pc), Pulse Mash (2.30pe), Pulse Gram (2.1 ‘f-c_ll Pulse Moong
{1 83pc), Milk Fresh (1.8 [pe), Potatoes { 1.67pe), Bread (| 5%pc), Cooking
Oil 5 litre (1 40pc) and Pulse Masoor (1.34pc). non-food items Electricity
charges for (1 (27 89percent), Washing Soap (2.56pc) and LPG (1.13pc],
with joint impact of (3. 78pc) into the overall SPI tor combined group of
{3.63pchLINP
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Josrezai, and others were
also present, The federal
mimster  also visited

lapse due to

¥

ISLAMABAD: THE Ambassador of Turkive. Dr. Mehmet Pacaci..
presenting his credentials to President Dr, Aril Alvi at Aiwan-e-Sadr,

FM Bilawal Bhutto
invites us congress
woman to Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto on Friday
addressed Congressional Pakistan Caucus via video link and invited
its Chairperson Sheila Jackson Lee to visit Pakistan

Speaking during the interaction, Bilawal said that the Pakistani
diaspora in United States plays an important role in strengthening the
relationship between the two countries,

US Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee said that she would write a
letter to the International Monetary Fund for improving economic
conditions of the country

The meeting was also attended by Pakistani envoy to US Masood
Khan, Democrat leaders Tahir Javed, Asif Riaz Qadir and others.

On May 18, Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari met with US
Secretary of State Antony Blinken to mend broken ties between the
IWo countries

PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto participated in a ministerial meeting
and debate at the United Nations Security Council on food security

Bilawal and Blinken vowed to mend ties between Pakistan and
America and strengthen bilateral bonds. The American Secretary of
State said that the USA is looking forward to encouraging economic
and trade ties with Pakistan

Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari emphasised the impor-
tance of multilateralism and the United Nations in Pakistan’s foreign
policy

Antony Blinken also thank the Pakistan Foreizn Minister for his
participation in the Food security debate at the UN, Bilawal Bhutto
assured Blinken that US investors in Pakistan will be provided with

Political
of

Stalf Reporter

QUETTA: All political parties in Musakhail have demanded
of the Election Commission of Pakistan to restore the member
provineial assemhl}y seat of the district. Their demand has
come after the ECP proposed the inclusion of the Musakhail
district in the Barkhan recently, :

“ECP must hear our concerns”, Sardar Babar Musakhail, the
acting Speaker Balochistan Assembly told a crowded press
conference on Friday evening at the Balochistan Assembly
Secretariat. Former provincial minister, Maulana Ghulam
Sarwar and other political leaders from the Pashtoonkhwa
Milli Awami Party (PKMAP), Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP),
Pakistan Tehrik e Insaf (PT1) and other political parties were
also present on the occasion, The political leaders informed
that they have already lodzed a complaint with the Chief
Election Commissioner in this regard,

The country was on the
verre of gconomic col-

the gnevances of the peo-
ple of Balochistan and
their sense of depnvation
would be removed on a

Imran  prionty basis

Saidal Khan
Luni posted as
Secretary
Information
Balochistan

Mews Desk

QUETTA! The wovernment of
Balochistan posted Saidal Khan
Luni, a grade-20 officer as the

of
Balochistan on Friday. According
to a notification issued by the

Secretary [Information

Services  and General
Administration Department, Mr
Luni has been appointed as the
Secretary of Information.

Saidal Khan Luni has served as

the Administrator Cheelta
Metropolitan Corporation,
Commissioner Mekran Division,
Director General

Environment and other important
positions in the province.

Mr. Luni's appointment has
come after the Balochistan govern-
ment-appointed Imran Khan, the
outgoing Secretary of Information
as of the Secretary of Forest and
Wildlife the other day

Sindh CM rides
peoples bus
service, takes
public feedback,
suggestions

KARACHI = Chief Minister
Sindh Murad Ali Shah rode the
recently lavnched Peoples Bus
Service, and took public feedback
and suggestions regarding the serv-
ice

According to details, CM Sindh
took a ride in the people’s bus serv-
ice on Friday, asked the public
about the service and took sugges-
fions about improvement

Adminmstrator Karachi Murtaza
Wahan posted the CM's photos
while travelling in the service
People were happy at the launch of
the landmark transport service in
the metropolitan city and wanted
its extension on more routes.

Murtaza Wahab said that the CM
distributed masks among citizens
during his nide from Mefropole to
Shahrah-e-Faisal, The CM urged
all passengers 1o follow Covid
standard operations  procedures
{30Ps), he added

Moreover, the commercial oper-
ation on the second route of Sindh
Peoples Intra-District Bus Service
commenced today moming.

Transport  Minister — Sindh
Sharjeel Inaam Memon announced
the operation launch on his Twitter
account INP

highway against load shed
N

Abdullah Lehri

KALAT: Protesters
blocked the main Cuetta-
Karachi  highway on
Fridav as a protest against
unannounced load shed-
ding in the area. In scorch-
ingz heat, the passengers
sufferad on bu:ufi sides of
the highway because of the
blockade “These power
Ullrﬂgﬂ‘.‘i are I,'Ir.'-I.FHI'I'IU'IJIﬂ o
the economic murder of
growers”, Agha Laal Jan

hmedzal, one of the cen-
tral leadars of the growers’
action commitiee sud He
said the CQuetta Electric
Supply Company
{QESCO) had failed to
provide power supply to
growers and other domes-
tic consumers." Cur stand-
ing crops  have been
destroved due fo unan-
nounced and prolonged
load  shedding™, Mr
Ahmedzai Jamented. The
protestars were also chant-

ing slogans against the
QESCO and provincial
government for their fail-
ure fo provide power sup-
ply to the area Growers
threaten blockade on high-
ways on July 4

Mr.  Ahmedzai  thus
wamed that growers
would block all highwavs
across Balochistan on July
4, if QESCO failed o pro-
vide an  uninterrupted
power supply to the grow-
ers Howaver, he urged the
masses to gvoid traveling
during the protest of grow-
ers in the province.

QESCC Chief Engineer
Kamim  Jamali  however
complained that the grow-
ars were nol paying their
bills.. He said QESCO’s
outstanding in Balochistan
had crossed Rs4 wmllion
and most of the outstand-
ing were against agricul-
ture  consumers. QESCO
facing a shortfall of 1000
megawatts The Growers
Action Committee (GAC)

i
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y clarified
that the QESCO should
farst provede power supply
and then speak about the

has repeatadly

pavment of bills.  Mr
Jamali in an exclusive
mterview with  Daily

Oetta Voice sad  that

OESCO was facing a
shortfall of 000
megawatis currently,

Growears in Balochistan's
Mastung, Killa Abdullah,
Pishin and other parts of

the province have heen
profeshing  agansl power
outages since the start of
[I:I'E sumimer SEA=0,
“Whenaver our crops sea-
=on comes, QDESCO stops
power  supply”,  Abdul
Cahar Agha, another cen-
tral leader of the GAC
claimed QESCO officials
zaid that it was forced to
observe forced load shed-
?Lng because of the short-
all.

Billions embezzled in name
of development: Quetta
Development Forum

concem
Stall Reporter

u e t. .t a
Development Forum
(ODF) on Thursday
claimed that billions

Clty.

» -

QUETT

of rupees were embez-
zled in the name of
development  projects
in the provincial capi-

our

this

poor guality of devel-
opment works in the

The speakers said
that billions of rupees
are Dbeing wasted in

IS e e
E"l.-'f-'.l.UFMEN’;I'

MENTEm@AZ QM)

province  every
year. Hin is also the
diamond of words in
budget.

PM Shehbaz,
COAS discuss

security situation

ISLAMABAD: Chief of Army
StalT General Qamar Javed Bajwa
on Friday called on Prime Minister
Shehbaz Shanf and held & discus-
sion with him on country’s secun-
ty situation i )

REP-prledh-; Army Chief Bajwa
and Prime Minister Shehbaz held a
one-on-one meeting here at Prime
Minister House, The duo discussed
matters related 1o .~'|L1'|T|%"$ profes-
sional preparedness, They also
held consultation regarding inter-
il affairs of country’s security sit-
uatiotn.

On this occasion, the Prime
Minister also congratulated the
Army Chief on receiving the Saudi
Civil Award

It 15 pertinent to menton here
that Chief of Army Stall Gen
Bajwa was on an official visit to
Saiar on Thursday, He called on

mir of the State of Qatar His

about  the  petent selection on the
people have reached
the point of incompe-
tence, Therefore the
public must be orzan-
ized, the speakers

demanded Fake lead-

Highness Sheikh Tamim Bin
Hamad Al Thani and Deputy Prime
Minister & Minister of State for

Defance Affairs, the State of Oatar
His Excellency Doctor Khalid Bin
Mohammed Al Atliyvah,

Durning his meetings with Qatan
royelty and political leadership,
they discussed matters of mutual

ers must be avoded
Speakers demanded
that the construction

The of new buildings in

tal. The QDF organ- provinceissorchthat Quena should be | interests, defence & security coop-
ized a post-budget dia-  we can stand in the  banned .. Population | réfion and regional environment.
logue and altemnative  ranks of the developed  must be  controlled o e] eEI f" ”‘1‘.“ both *ft'““”_'
ﬂpgul‘mch fot rh?‘ nations of the world, | neal committees that {{ijflﬁ 1:1;::}011: :?:;ﬁam f'iz“"fl's’-;’hi‘if:\'“;
?%‘T:'éiuﬂf";'f’ﬁ‘ne press This s e ity for Uiedioissuelocal cer | brotherhood, which were being
club. ) which ne master plan ri.:in"-t;ﬂ:::_l. s that T‘Irﬁgﬂim“wd nto an enduring par-
- =M= . . T D b °ors ;
aouior gatimen.  has been made vel  Queiia cn be proect | "Bk sdes. underscoredfhe
Haji Mir Lashkari deserted city. The ¢4 The speakers | importance of further enhancing
it o RBEEIEL, 0L € announced that practi- A 2
Raisani, former chief relentless wastage of | o B cooperation in all fields
secretary Mehfooz Ali  the city's resources Cal SIEpS wou € It may also be recalled that

Khan, Abdul Mateen

must be stopped until

taken to bring the peo- | Pakistan'is currently facing eneray

ple out for the demo-

AKhundzada, the  a master plan is drawn § crunch and has failed to find a bid-
founder of ODF, Dr.  up aﬁn? ‘}ﬁ,:“?.d ‘3[]-“: crafic protest der For liquefied natural gas ﬁl_.N{_'u}
Laal Khan Kakar, the speakers said that the Conscious peaple | slots The government is in discus-
Chairman  Shaheed  incompetent  people  8CT0SS the city will be | sion for increased delivenes of
Baz Muhammad  have to be depnived of  rescued on a common | LNG from Qatar to help ease the
Foundation, Nazar power and the con- platform. The stuggle ggpﬁhng fuel crisis. But on June

Muhammad Bareech
and others addressed
the  seminar The
speakers  expressed

Those

scious people have to
move forward

imposed such incom-

akistan had received the most
expensive bid for a single cargo
shl{}meni from Oatar which had
added to the st of TNP

to solve the problems
of the people through
democratic  struggle
will be our beacon

who  have

parties demand restoration
Musakhail MPA seat

“It is the constitutional obligation of the ECP to address our
grievances”, the acting Speaker said

“It is the constitutional obligation of the ECP to address our
grievances”, the acting Speaﬁer said. Political parties have
also staged protest demonstrations in Musakhail and outside
the ECP’s office in Quetta to mount pressure on the commis-
sion to restore the old status of the district’s constituency.

As per the 2017 statistics, the population of district Barkhan
is 1.71.0000, and district Musakhail’s 168000, The political
partics complained that the ECP had adopted a step-motherly
treatment with Musakhail when it comes to the formation of
new constituencies in the province.

“We will not step back from our demand”. Maulana

“We will not step back from our demand”, Maulana Ghulam
Sarwar Musakhail who is also the provincial office-bearer of
Jamiat ul Ulema e Islam (JUT) said. He warned that political
parties would intensify their protests if the government and
ECP failed to address their grievances.




EDITORIAL

Saturday,July,02,2022 |

Editor Asim Khan

L.Bs results Balochistan:

independents won thumping majority

Independents” overwhelming majority in the recently held local bodies
elections in Balochistan put a question mark over the performance of polit-

ical parties. In a major shift, so far, independents have won 1882 scats of

councilors across Balochistan, . ]
Around a dozen political parties have won less than, the independents

seats as per the unofficial and unconfirmed results of over 3,000 seats. Over

17,000 candidates were contesting for 4.556 councilors’ seats in 32 districts

of Balochistan.

Independents’ victory gives more questions than answers. Despite being
in politics for decades, why have the political parties failed to reach out to
the masses at the grassroots level? LBs polls portray a true political picture
of Balechistan since no serious allegations of elections fraud were reported
and no major untoward mcident took a place. In the past, elections in
Balochistan were always marred by major terror attacks against candidates

and voters.

Also. read this: LBs polls Balochistan: Independents secure more seats

than 10 political parties
Almost all political T!
1

their respective strong

arties accepted the results and declared victories in
olds. When we speak about independents, it means

we speak about individuals and personalities. When individuals and person-
alities penetrate among the masses and address their issues. then, the major-

ity of the

today s politics. Some may not agree with this, _
Look at the victory of Maulana Hidayat ur Rehman's Gwadar Right
Movement, which swept elections in Gwadar confronting the four-parties

alliance including the

people set aside political ideologies, This is a bitter reality in

alochistan National Party (Mengal), National Party

(NP), Jamiat ul Ulema e Islam (JUI) and Pakistan National Party (1]’51[’}. ’

Indeed. no dearth of political workers who 1gnore perks and privileges and
toe their respective political parties’ ideclogical lines. Although. recent poll
results show. that the number of such polifical workers was less.

The political parties have to revisit and review their strategzy in this regard,

Above all, the elections were peaceful except few violent acts among rival
Folirical groups in Chaghi. Noshki, Dera Murad Jamal, and Chaman. By and
Elr(gi:~ the government and masses succeeded in holding peaceful elections.
_ Continuity of the system will improve the system further. Now it is about
time to grant all constitutional, administrative and financial powers to the
local governments so that they could serve the country and nation in a bet-

ler way.

Multivariate Aspects of Climate
Change in Pakistan

Syed Mansoor Ahmed

Climate change steams
unbentable challenges in
the future, According o
the World Bank report,
Pakistan stands 6th in
affectee of  climate
change. The awful and
deadly floods of 2010,
and 2011, extremely dry
weather in a rainy ared,
and fluctuation in actual
climate pattern is alarm-
ing and despairing signs
among all the dwellers of
the town

Climate Change and
Agriculture in Pakistan

yin addition, Pakistan 15
# semi-and country., The
focal and  dependent
source of water 15 from
the smow-covered
Himalayan and the
Karakorum in  the
Morthern. Areas. Indus,
Jhelum, Chenab, Ravi,
and the Sutlej rivers flow
thiough this area, Within
the water calculus, the
country’s entire agricul-
ture is dependant on
water flow from the Indus
river.Glacial flood out-
hurst also poses a serious
threat to the country’s cli-
mate in the Karakorum
range. The sole aim was
reaching and understand-
ing the possible nodes of
surge-type glaciers,
which ‘are characterized
by unsteady movements
and  frequent  frontal
advances of glaciers. As
result, it causes natural

hazards by obstructing
rver channels, formin
ice-dammed lakes, whic
will ultimately  cause
GLOFs and pose threats
downstream of the water.
After meaningful analy-
sis, it revealed that a
sm@e between 1998 and
2002 generated b
GLOFs Damages by
Climate Change:
Meanwhile,  rigorous
eritical exploration of the
Attabad Lake of Hunza
Valley in Gilgit-Baltistan
15 the distinctive event to
justify the future threats
of climate change in the
center of freshwater The
lake flooding displaced
more than 6,000 people
from upstream villages
and inundated over 19

= -

kilometers  of  the
Karakoerum
Highway Recently, global
warming and subsequent
climate” change have
increased the constant
state of fear and the risk
of missive cutburst flood-
ing in the respective
mountainous rezion The
comprehensive Tield evi-
dence, local testimonies
by the natives, modem
applications of remote
sensing, and cross-corre-
latton  feature-tracking
techniques provides the
improved understanding
of glacier surges and ice-
dam formation disclosed
the scale future
threat. Glaciers in
Pakistan:It is also noted,
historically, in  the

P AL
Karakorum Range 39 gla-
ciers are responsible for
ice-dam formation. On
the other hand. 36 gla-
ciers build ice barmers in
the mmning rivers due to
frontal advance, near to

the densely populated
arezs of the Karakomm
region. By  constant

ohservation of the pre-
vailing  and  growing
threat of climate change;
it 15 airing the endleéss
future threat only due to
the GLOFs. For instance,
the Indus River System
(IRS) is the jugular vein
of imgation in Pakistan
It is providing water for
almost 90% of the food
product in Pakistan The
ice-dam formation due to

the GLOFs will slow

down the water flowin
pace downstream. An
could  raise a  deep
impasse among the units
for water distribution for-
mula. In the end, it will
ultimately surface the
challenge of food insecu-
FIt}I'_II'J akistan

he Karakorum
Range, more important-
Iy, 15 the home of the
anticipating One  Belt
One Road Initiative
(OBOR) by giving with a
potential corridor
through the Karakorum
Highway from
Khunjerab to the seapori
at CGawadar i
Balochistan (CPEC) on
the  Indian  Ocean.
Therefore, the smooth
running of the traffic on
the roads is the keynote
for progressive economic
development, While the
ice barriers in nvers due
to frontal advance could
inundate the blacktops of
the Karakorum Highway.
The dislecation and dis-
solution of roads will
give birth to never-end-
ing challenges due to the
factor of GLOFsIn the
samé mun, these lakes and
GLOFs attracted media,
political, and scientific
attention because of the
repeated  outburst  of
floods. So, it needs the
heart blood as well as
collective effective
efforts to bring down the
scale of the future threat
without causing infinite
i sen es

A change for the worse

Prior to the exit of
Imran Khan, in 1989 a
no-trust  molion was
voted upon againgt the-
then prime minister
Benazir Bhutto. The con-
trasting manners in
which the ruling party of
the day reacted fo the no-
trust motion on each
DECASION IS a grim poini-
er to the direction in
which our politics has
moved since 1989 — by
all accounts, a turn for
the worse.

In a parhiamentary
democracy, the executive
15 the creation of parlia-
ment. Being the chief
executive, the prime
minister must enjoy the
confidence of the ma]mn-
ty of the popularly-eleci-
ed fegislature — in our
case  the  National
Assembly. That is the
reason one of the first
agenda items after the
election of the presiding
officers in a newly elect-
ed parliament 15 10 ascer-
tain who enjoys the con-
fidence of the majority of
the members. )

In some countries, as
in India, the prime minis-
ter is appointed by the
president, After hs/her
appointment, the prime
mimister is bound to seek
a vote of confidence
from the popular cham-
ber within the stipulated
period. In case he fails 1o
do so, he has to call it

uits. In India, in 1996,

tal Bihan Vajpayee
stepped down as premier
only a fortnight after
being sworn in having
failed to win the vote o
confidence from the Lok
Sabha

Taking due cogmzance
of this fundamental con-
vention of parliamentary

form of government,
Aricle 91 ‘-f:'. of the con-
stitution _of  Pakistan
states: “Afler the election
of the Speaker and the
Deputy  Speaker, the
MNational Assembly shall,
to the exclusion of any
other business, proceed
to elect without debate
one of its Muslim mem-
bers to be the Prime
Minister ™ Clause (4) of
the same article adds:
“The Prime Minister
shall be elected by the
votes of the majority of
the total membership of
the Mational Assembly.”

Logically, if the
Mational Assembly by a
majority can elect a
member as prime minis-
ter, it can also vote them
out. Hence, Article 95 of
the constitution stipu-
lates that if a motion of
no-confidence is passed
by a majority of the total
membership  of  the
Mational Assembly, the
prime  minisler  shall
cease to hold office. Thus
the popularly  elected
assembly’s power to vote
out the prime minister is
an essential, non-nego-
tiable feature of parlia-
mentary democrac

Coming  bac o
Pakistan, in a power
struggle. prime ministers
have generally been
whumped by powerful
presidents. OWEVer,
prior to April 10, 2022 no

rime mitister had ever
een voted out on the
floor of the house, The
only prime minister who
had come close to being
voted out was Benazir
Bhutto, .

The election of the
chansmatic Benazir
Bhutto in 1988 marked
the eclipse of a long,

dark era of desEatism
against which she had
spearheaded a popular
movement, Though il
had emerged as the sin-
gle Iar%&:st party in the
national elections, her
party, the PPP, fell short
of a clear majority and
could form the govern-
ment only with the help
of smaller/regional  par-
ties and independents,
and having reached a
power-sharing deal with
the then president and
other powerful stake-
holders, However, all
along the weak coalition
hu_Jn_ﬁ_hy a thread.

ings came to a head
in 1989 when the opposi-
tion tabled a non-confi-
dence motion against
Benazir Bhutto, In view
of the thin majonty of the
ruling coalition in the
Mational Assembly, the
outcome of the motion
was  anvbody's guess
That sand, Benazir
Bhutto deall with the
ui:lpmitiun"ﬁ move with
all grace and dignity
befitting a democratical-
Iv elected leader At no
point did she term the
motion an  international
CONSPITAcy, althowgh
being a leader of interna-
tional stature, she could
have contrived a conspir-
acy theory without much
ado, Her father Zulfikar
Ali Bhutto, it may be
mentioned, 5 widely
believed 1o have been @
victim of such a conspir-

au{q :
or did she, or any
ather leader from her
party, use abusive lan-
uage against her oppo-
nents, much less accuse
them of being morally
bankrmupt or traitors. She
did strongly criticize the

np]}msﬂinl_'u for what she
called their undemocratic
tachics and allegedly try-
ing o purchase loyalties
of her parliamentarans,
In return, she took the
flak for having allegedly
resorted to similar tac-

tics. A1 that time, the
constitution idn’t
embody Provisions

against floor-crossing by
the legislators and so
they were absolutely free
to move from one party
to another.

It is widely beligved
that the strings of the
opposition, which was
led by the then Pumjab
chief minister and future
rime minister MNawaz
Sharif, were pulled by
the then  president
CGhulam  Ishag  Khan
GIK)  But  Benazir
hutto didn’t point an
accusing finger at state
imstitutions. Sor did she
ﬂu'e.aten the members of
er party who were sus-
pected of defecting, or
their families, of dire
consequences. To top it
all, despite being a huge-
Q{ popular leader, she
idn’t seek to defeat the
no-confidence  maotion
through a show of
strength on the stresis
Being a leader who was
well-steeped in demo-
cratic conventions, she
knew well that, far from
being an aberration. a
NOT-Irust Motion was an
integral part of the parlia-
mentary form of govern-
ment.

Equally  graceful was
the role of the then
speaker of the National
Assembly and veteran
olitictan, Malik Meraj
Jhalid, who had already
won accolades for con-
ducting the business of

the house ina completely
impartial way, as he was
supposed o do as per the
spirit of his high office

t no point during the
whole episode did he
demonstrate that he was
taking sides Instead, he
went by the book and
allowed the no-trust
molion 1o take s logical
course. The highest court
of the land didn’t have to
intervene to ensure that
the motion was put to
viote.

The no-trust motion
was defeated by only 12
votes and Prime Minister
Bhutto survived. But the
cards had already been
stacked against her. In a
few months, she was
sacked by president Glk
by invoking the now-
defunct Article 58 (2-b)
of the constitution. In a
game of fluctuating for-
tunes, three vears later
she was back in the sad-
dle having sunk her dif-
ferences with the same
GIK.  Peliticians  can
always have more than
one bite on the cherry; so

olitical battles may not

e taken as a matter of
lite and death.

The logical question
which the events preced-
ing the exit of Imran
Khan has given nise to is
this: why has politics
become such a squalid
affair  in  Pakistan?
Cerainly, the advent of
the 24/7 TV channels and
the presence of a ubiqui-
tous sogial media pro-
vide sufficient ammuni-
tion to politicians and
their 5|_1ﬁpn:rters to heap
slur on their opponents (o
therr heart’s content, Bul
the media, mainstream or
social, 1sn’t the prime
culprit.

Accurate
representation

I was very

I frustrating to
read oam
Scheiber’s

rofile of Jaz

Brisack, the person who
led the first successful
union organizing drive
at a Stm’gucks. Brisack
does sound like a very
mmpressive person and
it 15 good to see her get-
ting the attention her

efforts Warrant
However, Schorber
ruins  the story b

repeatedly telling read-
ers that the nechberals,
who have dominated
political  debate  in
recent decades, want a
free market. MNothing
could be further from
the truth.

I will start the indict-
ment with their support
of intellectual property,
Government-granted
patent and copyright
monopolies  transter
many hundred hillion
dollars annually from
the rest of us 1o the top
10 percent, and espe-
cially the top one per-
cent. Bill Gates would
still be working for a
living 1if the govern-
ment didn’t threaten to

arrest anyone who
made copies  of
Microsoft software

without his permission,

Then we have ‘free
trade’. The neoliberals
made it a top priority to
make it as easy as pos-
sible to bring in chea
manufactured  goods
from developing coun-

tries. This cost millions
of manufacturing jobs,
and put downward pres-
sure on the pay of non-
college educated work-
ers more generally.

By contrast, if vou
talk to most neoliberals
about removing the bar-
riers that make it diffi-
cult for ﬁ:rm;ﬁn doctors
to practice in the United
States, or other highly
paid rofessionals,
most suddenly get real-
Iy swpid, like they
don’t know what “free
tracde” is. Meoliberals
have been happy to
lower the trade barriers
that protect the wages
of less-educated work-
ers, but then it comes to
the barriers that support
the pay of people ?l!:]lf.e
them, they are the most

protectionist  people
around )
The financial sector

15 another  example.
When  people uy
clothes or food m most
places they pay a sales
tax. But I}mfs not the
case for purchases of
financial assets.
Suppose we ended the
special treatment for
the financial sector and
imposed a very modest
(.1 percent on sales of
stm:t? and other finan-
cial assets. This would
radically reduce the
meomes of many very
rich Wall Street tyvpes,
while having a minimal
mmpact on the ability of
the financial sector to
carry through its pro-

ductive purposes

It 13 also not the free
market its) give
Facebook and other
social media behemoths
Section 230 protection
against detamation
suits that print and
broadcast outlets don’t
ROy Mark
Zuckerberg and other
Facebook insiders
wiould be much poorer
without this protection,
but we would be mov-
ing towards a free mar-
ket by taking 1t away.

| ¢ould go on [see
Bigged [1's free]) but
the " point  should be
clear. Meoliberal types
are just fine with all
sorts of government
interventions that redis-
tribute income upward.
They just @et upset
when the government
mtervenes m wavs that
redistributes from those
on top to the rest of us.

[t 13 understandable
that neoliberals would
like 1o be seen as big
advocates of the free
market, After all, it
sounds much better to
say that you favor a free
market than to see that
vou favor redistributing
Tom the poor an
working class to the
rich and very rich.

But the mnealiberals
self-description 15 not
aceurate, and people
like Scheiber should
not be repeating it
Meoliberals need %0 he
exposed for who they
really are.

Mad, bad and dangerous to

When Lady Caroline
Lamb described Lord
Byron — one of the great-
est Enghish poets — as
“mad, bad, and dangerous
o know”, she was of
course sharing her per-
sonal  impressions  of
Byron

This expression comes
to mind when vou look at
today's Pakistan and find
an entire breed of people
who seem to be “mad,
bad, and dangerous to
know'. For ease of con-
versation, let’s call them
MBD here There are
multiple lzctors that have
contributed 1o the emer-
sence of this phenome-
non among SO E
Pakistams hiving at home
ot abroad, They have
made plenty of observers
seem clueless about what
shape this anomaly would
take next. They let rip at
the slightest provocation
— or even withoat it
Moatly they are instigated
by their leaders who are
equally  clueless  and
ready to let np. What they
did in Madina on April 28
is just one example of
their uncontrollable
behaviour that they have
become prone to display.

MBI 15 not a new phe-
nomenon;, we have seen
such cases both national-
Iy and internationally
The trick of their leaders
is to make such behaviour
appear perfectly normal
Some commentators have
made comparizons with
fascist and Mazi tenden-
cies 1o Ttaly and German
in the first half of the m%’
century, We may also
recall the Altaf-Husszin
times in Karachi, when
he wunleashed a reign of
terror on all who dis-
agreed with him or dared
to raise a voice of dissent

The prime span of fas-
cism and Mazism was

nearly 25 vyears, alfler
which their steam was
snuffed out. Nearly all

Followers of these idealo-
ies were mad, bad, and
angerous (o know, They

wreaked havoc within

their homelands and on
their own people, and
they would have comtin-
ued with their destructive
behaviour for decades to
come. Even after an end
tor their violent extrem-
ism, their remnanis are
still around and reemerge
here and there with their
fossilized thinking pat-

terns and a potential o

erupl any moment.
Specific to Pakistan,

this intolerance was pio-
neered by the state itself

A curous and dispassion-

ate reading of history

makes facts clear, whic

Pakistan  Studies  text-

books  tend to  hide

Though it will be a slight

exaggeration to blame

everything on the state,
there 15 ample evidence
that state policies and

practices cultivate —to a

great extent — ideas of

self-rightecusness  and

NATCISSIST AImong  com-

mon  citizens, through

education and propagan-
da. The state loves to nur-
ture birds that fly blind,
and this Hight leads them
to mostly wrong destina-
tions. Authoritanianism or
pluralism, democracy or
dictatorship, humility or
hushiris, pre]|udme or loler-
ance — all are there to
crush or groom, The state
makes most  decisions
about where to lead the
nation, There are bursts
of affection for certain
personalities that develop
personality cults

Does this have any-
thing to do with dogmas,
religiosity and sectarian-
ism? Of course. The more
dogmas are propagated,

the more miolerant peo-
E}Ie tend to  become

ogma means a blind
faith in ungquestionable
ideclogies and personali-
ties, If there 15 one ideol-
ooy you can't question,
there will soon be more
of the same ilk, When
you revere a personalit
at the cost of & more bal-
anced assessment of per-
sonal traits, there are
ig,rcatrsr chances of more
eaders emerging with the
same claims of mfallibili-
tv. It becomes a kind of a
crusade for their follow-
ers 1o defend their leader
at all costs, no matter how
destructive or dumb that
person may be.

The guestion i wh
does a state nuriure or tol-
erate such mad. bad, and
danzerous  behaviour?
Perhaps the answer lies in
understanding the nature
of the state isell In coun-
tries such as Pakistan
there is alwavs a cosseted
elite embedded in the
state itsell. This elite
comes from diverse sec-
tions of society: bureau-
crats, capitalists, Teudal
lords, zenerals, industn-
alists, judges, and many
more. ljf thev are not from
the existing elite, the state
co-opts them for its own
and their benefit. They
are mostly complacent in
their own attitudes and
want to keep the people
engaged in ong preoccu-
pation or the other )

These elites are safe in
their own guarded com-
pounds and ther well-
defended capital — or they
think so. The country car-
nes on its downward spi-
ral from which it always
strugeles  to emerge
When people are exposed
to excessive chauvinism,
ideclogical and marcissis-
tic overdoses. religiosity,
sectarianism, and xeno-

phobia, they seldom think
about their real problems
such as illiteracy, unem-
Ek){rn:'nt. lack of public
caltheare, and shurtuﬁr:
of power and water. The
elite that composes the
state itself, is unaffected
by these problems and
sits comfortably while the
people are fed with per-
sonality cults and chant
slogans against purponted
enemies Gradually,
malign forces in society
take a deep hold of the
people who fail to under-
stand the real conspira-
cies  within while
believing in imaginary
conspiracies from outer
fands. It mav be
Afuhanistan, America,
India, or even Lran, hatch-
ing sinister plans against
Pakistan while our own
elite 15 safe and sound;
bunging up nearly all sec-
tors of society from edu-
cation to health to power
to security and water and
samitation, and what not
That’s how the mad, bad,
and dangerous behaviour
thrives. There are seg-
ments of society that pose
a lingering threat to the
constitution, democracy,
financial stability, and
overall health of society
but the elite in power
does not consider them a
threat o itself Amid this
chaos emerge authontar-
an personalities who may
be from crvibian or mili-
:afr};,- backgrounds. They
offer precize solutions 1o
imprecise  challenges,
Such leaders master the
art of wrabbing people’s
attention without disabug-
ing them of their false
notions. People tend to
overlook theirr leaders’
abusive language, their
acerbic tonzues  with
knmstone rhetoric. Once
these leaders come to
power, they trv to stack

know

By Dr Maazir Mahmood

the country's institutions
with pliant people. They
bully political opponents,
criticize media  outlets
that refuse to support the
rreat leader, and curb
reedoms of assembly
and expression.

They develop a mad,
bad, and dangerous fol-
lowang that tareets even a
flicker of resistance. Such
people are irrelevant in
the broader scheme of
things both nationally and
internationally ~ ~ but
assume an_air of impor-
tance as 1f the whole
world i conspiring
against them, They strug-
gle to become relevant,
and while doing so they
inflict even more harm to
their country imternally
and to its standing exter-
nally, Their svstem of
thinking is premised upon
a desire to dominate; this
desire underpins nearly
all their acts, including
violence, They trv to
sound impressive but lack
subslance Then what
should the state do? An
immediate solution s
legal proceedings against
them, But, unless there is
a realization that we need
to democratize our socie-
ty as a whole through
education and economic
opportunities, there is
hardly anything that can
control this mad, bad, and
dangerous to know lot
Democratization does not
mean just holding elec-
tions: and modermizanon
15 not just reflected in
constructing bridges and
buildings. What is needed
is n democratic outlook
that is opposed to author-
itarianism; and a modem
education that 15 not
chauvinistic, conserva-
tive and sectarian. The
state needs to initiate and

romote a culture of dia-
ogue 10 education

Selling lies

¢ are in
an era of
disinforma-

tion,  That
term 15
thrown around by all
political persuasions to
accuse their opponents
of not being truthful
The syvstematic dissem-
mation of disinforma-
on, hG'WE'\'Ff. 15 maore
than just lving. It 15 a
political strategy in a
war to take control of
public  power, [ts
mtended purpose 15 to
create confusion, which
leads to rejecting gov-
ermment nstitutions
entrusted to dehberate
over verifiable facts,
_There 15 a sigmficant
difference etween
lying about a particular
action or product and a
disinformation  cam-
Dal%ﬂ to  undermine
public trust in a demo-
cratic republic, A clas-
sie example of the for-
mer is how the tobacco
industry lied or created
doubt about scientific
findings that demon-
strated that smoking
caused lung and cardiac
diseases. L'p to the mid-
Fifties, the tobacco
industry had succeeded
in elevating smoking to
be one of the most pop-
ular. successful. and
widely used items of
the early 20th century.
In response to the
mounting evidence that
smoking cigareties
damaged one’s health,
the tobacco indust
hured the nation’s lead-

ing  public  relations
firm. The industy fol-
lowed the consoltant’s
advice and focused its
efforts on disrupting the
usual processes of
knowledge production
in medicine, science,
and public  health,
Consequently, the lead-
mg tobacco companies
embraced the scientific
dizcourse that assumes
there is always more to
know. The tobacco
industry’s strategy was
to exapgerate that prin-
ciple in order to spread
doubt and uncertainty
about the known facts,
The tobacco industry’s
campaign did not attack
the validity of scientific
institutions to analyze
the facts; mstead, they
accused scientists of
not wanting to find the
correct data

Eventually, the tobac-
co industry lost its bat-
tle by paying over $206
billion through a court
settlement.  However,
that punishment was
only achievable
because it was deliv-
ered by an mdependent
court system that fairly
weighed the facts.

Borrowing a page
from the tobacco play-
book, Deonald Trump
has  not directly
attacked the concept of
democracy; mstead, he
undermines the cred-
itability of democratic
institutions by accusing
them of not treating
him and his supporters
fairly. For example, he

By Mick Licata
attacked Congress for
not  throwing  out

Biden's electoral votes,
and he condemned the
courts for them tossmg
out his 60 cases chal-
lenging the outcome of
the election. His repeat-
ed messape was that the
election was rigged

All polincians and
pu:ﬂi'riu::;ﬁ1 parties can be

Justly accused of lying

from time to time about
their accomplishments
01'_lh¢ll' llﬂTEl" 1o accom-
plish things they have
no  power  to do
However, past efforts
from major political
players  have stayed
within a sandbox of
playing with democrat-
1Ic INsHtunons

Trump stepped out-
side that sandbox on the
night of the 2012 presi-
dential election when
he tweeted, “This elec-
fion 15 a total sham and
a travesty. We are not a
democracy!™ He mis-
takenly thought that
Obama had won the
election  without  the
majority popular vote,

Four wears later,
Trump won his presi-
dential election without
winning the popular
vote, but he didn’t men-
tion that fact. Instead,
when the polls mdicat-
ed that he might lose
the 2016 election to
Democratie
Presidential Candidate
Hillary Clinton, he
claimed it would have
been rigged if she had
worn. Then.
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PM Shehbaz Sharif holds
PTI govt responsible for
loadshedding

ISLAMABAD: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Shanf
has held Pakistan
Tehreek-e-lnsat  {PTI)
government responsible
for the loadshedding, say-
ing that challenges were
beine Maced in energy sec-
tor due to PTI's bad poli-
cies ; )

Addressing a meeting
held to review measures
to end power outages, PM
Shehbaz said that ending
loadshedding  was  the
responsibility  of  the
coalifion  government
despite the inherited bag-
gape of crisis from the
PreEVIOus BOVEnTIEnL.

The prime minister

reiterated that the sovern-
ment was focused on tak-
ing effective measures to
ensure an uminterrupted
supply of dectrnicity to
CONSUMErs,

He said the govern-
ment was cognizant ol
the problems faced by the
people duning high mer-
cury levels, adding that
every effort would be
maide to address the gen-
uine challenges.

Shehbaz  men-

tioned that to resolve the

roblem, the government

anned the 1mport of

machinery for raw mate-

nials and avoided the pur-
chase of expensive gas

The premier pointed
out that the lack of main-
tenance of power plants
during the tenure of the
previous government
resulted in power short-
age

He said quashing the
transparent and cheap
deal with Qatar for the
supply of LJ(nglﬁtbd
Natural Gas (LNG) ot a
|3 percent rate in a period
of 15 vears was big negfi-
gence on part of the pre-
VIDUS government

Alsg, the prime minis-
ter said, despite commit-
ment, the revolving
account Wwas not open
with China.INP

‘Ambiguities in
Transgender Act 2018
harming society’

ISLAMABAD:  The
legislative developments
in Pakistan on the trans-
gender  persons  have
caused  confusion and
chaos instead of guaran-
tecing the rights of the
marginalized population
of the gender vanant pop-
ulation in the country
The Transgender Persons
(Protection of Rights)
Act, 2018 has been legis-
lated without recourse to
local realities, cultural
implications, and even
the jludic'mus safeguards.

These views were pre-
sented during a round-
table consultation regard-
ing this 2018 legislation
at the Institute of Policy
Swdies (1PS), Islamabad
in collaboration with
Shaybani Foundation and
Mational Law College,
Rawalpindi, A diverse
group ol experts
reviewed the law and the
developments emanating
from this legislation from
the lesal, social, reli-
gious, and  cultural
aspects. Medical and psy-
cholomical aspects uiplﬁc
issue were also discussed
threadbare.

[t was pointed out that
the right to gender identi-
ty on the basis of self-per-
ception is the major Haw

in this law and is already
harming the social stmuc-
ture and violating the
legal framework of the
country.

There  are

QUETTA: Daily wages labors sitting with their work tools along

detailed guidelines in
[slam relaled to those
individuals who are bom
with ambiguities related
to their sex. Their gender
and nghts are ordained
under 2  scheme  that
ensures  their  welfare,
rights, and participation
in normal life to their
maximum potential.

Despite this fact, the
law in Pakistan has been
promulgated without
recourse to these injunc-
tions or understanding the
domestic context of the
khwajasara population. In
its current form, the law
serves the purposes of the
western campaign  for
LGB T persons and fails
o eliminate the lactors
bringing agony (o the
lives ol gender-variant
persons in Pakistan, like
the infamous guru cul-
fure

The participants high-
lighted that there are sev-
eral petitions in the supe-
ror courts challenging
varaus aspects of the Act
and a clear divide is
already visible in differ-
ent segments of society
The Council of Islamic
[deology, too, has shared
its strong reservations on
definition of transgender
persons and has held it
against the letter and spir-
it of the Shariah and the
law. The Council has also
given recommendations
or 4 law that takes into

account  the  problems
faced by hermaphrodites
_ The freedom to identi-
fy one’s 15‘3":"1”. a5 per
ersonal desire 15 prob-
ematic at its core. Apart
from being a direct chal-
lenge to religion includ-
ing Islam, it undermines
the basics of humanity
and human society, it was
argued. The challenge is
another episode of the
western imperialistic par-
adigm that wants to pre-
vail over all other cul-
tures, civilizations, and
thoughts. The deceptive
title of human rghts is
constantly being used to
invade Islamic and other
Asian and Afncan cul-
tures. “The west, on the
one  hand, emphasizes
universality even for its
recently explored ‘wval-
ues”and on the other hand
it is promofing intellectu-
al and social anarchy mn
the name of post-mod-
ernism,” a social science
professor stressed in the
meeting. ;

Practitioners  in
fields of psychology and
medicine shared that
there were elaborate
mechanisms, guidelines,
and practices to help
ascertain the true gender
of an individual and help
a gender-variant person
better integrate in the
mainstream. The idea of
separating sex from gen-
der 15 already. NP

the

side Bacha Khan chowk while waiting for customers.

PTI challenges LHC’s
decision of Punjab CM
election vote recount in SC

ISLAMABAD The
Pakistan Tehreek-g-Insaf
(PT1) on Frday filed an
appeal in the Supreme
Court (3C) against the

Lahore High Court's
{LHC) decision ol
recounting the MPAs’
votes in Punjab

Asgsembly for the elec-
tion of Punjab chief min-
ister by excluding the
viotes of 25 dissident PTI
MPAS.

The PTI pleadad with
the apex courl o accept
its appeal against the
LHC's decision, “The
PT1 assembly members
must be given adequate
time to attend the assem-
bly session,” it demand-
ed.

“Hamza Shehbaz
should be removed from
the office so that a clean
and transparent election
could be held The elec-
tion of Punjab Chief
hMinister  should be

stopped il decision on
the petition [appeal],” it
added “Punjab Chief
Mamster Hamea Shehbaz
Sharif's notification of
success should be sus-
pended, The election of
Chief Minister in Punjab
Assembly should be sus-
pended immediately,”™ it
demanded further.” A
suitable time should be
given to convems the
assembly  session by
changing the decizion of
the high court The par-
ties in the case have the
constitutional  right to
clean and transparent
elections,” 1t added.It 1z
to be noted here that the
sjppcul had been filed by
the PTI lawvers - Faisal
Chaudhry and Imtiaz
Siddiqui, who prayed to
court to take up their
appeal todav Earlier on
Thursday, the LHC had
declared the oath of
Punjab Chief Minister

Hamea Shehbaz as illegal
and ordered recounting
of votes for the elaction
of Punjab’s chief minister
held on Apnl 16; direct-
ing that the votes of 25
dissident PTI MPAs be
excluded from  the
recounting process,

While commenting on
the LHC's decision,
Fawad Chaudhryv, a
leader of Pakistan
Tehregk-g-Insaf (PTI),
said that the dacision had
amplified the political
crisis in Punjab.

“Hamza's government
is gone, but this verdict
will not end the cnisis,”
he had =aid in a fweeat

“There are many flaws
in the decision. A meet-
ing of the party's legal
meeting has been called.
We will approach the
Supreme Court regarding
flaws in the high court’s
decizion,” he had added
INP
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Imran Khan blasts
govt for burdening poor instead of
buying cheap Russian oil

ISLAMABAD: Former prime
minister and Chairman
Imran Khan has lashed out at the
government saying that instead
of buving cheaper cil from
Russia, the rulers have burdened
the poor masses with price hike,
besides lambasting them saying
they have given themselves a
second NRO to the tune of
Rs1, 100 billion

In his tweet on Friday, Imran
Khan said; “Instead of buying
cheaper oil from  Russia
Imported govt, brought in by US
regime change cnnﬁp:rax:i,': con-
tinues to put unbearable burden
on people while giving them-
selves NRO2 worth Rs 1100 b,
Total ncrease Rs 99 for petrol,
Rs 133 for diesel, Join our
protest against this tomorrow.”

On the other hand, former

interior minister and  Awami
Muslim League Chief Sheikh
Rashid Ahmad has criticized the
government for raising petrol
prices saving that people will be
administered more injections of
price hike in the month of July.

On his Twitter handle, Sh
Rashid wrote: * After an increase
of Rs15 in petrol price and Rs14
i diesel rate, there will be more
injections of price hike in July
The people will not set any
refief, rather they will have to
suffer. People are living by sell-
ing their household goods and
now the electnicity bill is also
coming. The turncoals are being
rewarded with party offices Ianﬁ
sarty tickets, Soon the political
uneral of the government will
come out with a bang ™

This is a dummy government

whose agenda is just to end its
currugj[mn cases and dance to
the IMF twne. They have no
interest in what i1s happening to
the poor. They will depart after
putting couniry in severe eco-
nomic and political crisis. They
will try to steal by-elections.”
On the other hand, former interi-
or minister and Awami Muslim
League Chief Sheikh Rashid
Ahmad has criticized the gov-
ernment for raising petrol prices
saying that people will be
admimstered more injections of
price hike in the month of July.

On his Twitter handle, 5h
Rashid wrote: “ After an increase
of Rs13 in petrol price and Rsl14
in diesel rate, there will be more
inljeclims of price hike in July,
The e@PIe will not el any
relief, rather they TNP

No mobile phone’ as
guidelines issued for
Punjab assembly session

LAHORE: Punjab Assembly
has issued guidelines for the ses-
sion that is being convened on
the directives of the Lahore
High Count {LHC) to elect chief
minister Punjab
According to the guidelines
issued by the secretary Punjab
Assembly, there will be & com-
{:Ie.tc ban on guests accompanied

y _members of the assembly
{MPA) and stalf of the provin-
cial assembly

“The media will be allowed to
cover the election of the chief
minister through press gallery,”
it said and added that there will
be a complete ban on accompa-
nying mobile phones top the

House

It is pertinent to mention here
that the Lahore High Court
{LHC) has declared the election
of Hamza Shahbaz as chief min-
ister of Punjab as void, in a land-
mark verdict

A five-member larger bench
of the high court, headed by
Justice  Sadagat Al Khan,
approved petinons against the
incumbent chiel minister, PML-
N's Hamza Shahbaz

The bench has decided the
case 4-1 on the petitons chal-
lenging the election of Hamza
on April 16, Justice Sajd
Mehmood Sethi descended the

_The high court has asked
Giovernor Punjab to summon a
session of the Punjab Assembly
on Ju!]',-' st (Fridav). “The
assembly  members” wvotes
recounted minus 25 defecting
members,” the court ordered
“Hamza Shahbaz's decisions
as chiel mimister will not be
void,” the coun further declared
A five-member larger bench of
the high court, headed by Justice
Sadaqat Ali Khan, approved
petitions against the incumbent
chief minister, PML-N’s Hamza
Shahbaz, The bench has decided
the case 4-1 on the petiions
election  of

Cases against two
student groups
involved in clash at
Urdu University

KARACHLE: Cases were regis-
tered against the members of two
student organisations for clashing
with each other at the Federa
Urdo University of Ars, Sciences
and Technology (FUUAST) in
Karachi on Friday.

The case was regisiered against
the students at Aziz Bhatti police
station on behalf of the govern-
ment. .

Earlier on Thursday, at least six
students were nyured when two
student groups clashed with each
other at the FUUAST,

According to police; students of
both the groups attacked each
other with batons and stones,
resulting in injuries to six of the
students. .

Taking notice of the matter, the
university administration called
the police that reached the spot and
arrested several students of both
ETOUpS.

‘The students had also clashed
with the police personnel The
injured students were shifted to the
hospital for medical treatment. The
reason behind the clash was vet to
be ascertained. INP

Election for
CM Punjab to
take place on

July 22: SC

ISLAMABAD/LAHORE: The
Supreme Court Fridav
announced that the election for
the Punjab chief minister’s slot
would be held on July 22 —
after the provincial government,
PTI, and PML-0) reached a con-
sensus on the matter. )

The PT1 had filed a plea in the
top court seeking the annulment
of Lahore High Court's (LHC)
decision that had ordered the
sovernor to hold the elections
for the Punjab CM's slot today at
4pm

During today's hearing, alter
much back and forth, Punjab
Assembly Speaker Pervez Elahi
— a coniendor for the CM's slot
— had nivally agreed that
Hamza Shahbaz could remain
the chief munister tll July 17,
but the PTI disagreed.

In a bid to break the deadlock,
the top court directed Elahi to
speak to PTI Chairman Imran
vhan and come up with a solu-
tion — as it adjourned the hear-
ing for the third time.

After the hearing resumed, all
the parties agreed that Hamza
would remain the chief minister
till July 17, In a 4-1 split deci-
sion a day earlier, the LHC
wrapped up PTI's case against
Hamza's election to the TM's

majonty verdict.

Karachi:
10-year-old girl
raped by three men

KARACHT; A 10-year-old

irl was re

riedly raped

by three men including a ]Bf:ncal shopkeeper in the

Chanesar Goth area of Karachs,

According 1o detals, the father of the girl has filed a
rape case in the Mehmoodabad Police Station. The girl
was taken in a rikshaw to a house forcefully, where the
local shopkeeper Kahiru and his two accomplices raped

the 10-year-old, the father claims.

The girl’s father said that she had gone to Khairu's
shop to buy something where he made her sit in a nk-
shaw forcefully and took her to an empty house There
he called another person who then took her to an

unknown location, he added.

He added that the culprits left the girl near the corpo-
ration gate at 830 pm, and warned her to not tell any-
one about what they did to her, The girl was erying
when she pot home and told everything to her parénts

The pf:ﬂce officials, upon filing the complain,
arrested the shopkeeper Khuru, while the search for the
two other men 15 underway. A lady doctor conducted an
initial checkup of the girl, but it could not eive any con-
cussive evidence. A complete medical of the airl will

bring clanty to the situation. INP

Heavy rainfall,
urban flooding
expected in Karachi

KARACHI Heavy rainfall is e.\-Fecmd in_Karachi
[

from Sunday moming, which wou

| result in urban

flooding in "the mewropolis, the Met Office said on

Friday

According to Pakistan Meteorological Department
(PMD), the city received light rain on Thursday night
and 15 expected to receive light showers dunng the day

today.
_"'Jlrhcs ell of heavy rainfall will begin from S_aturda(y]
night and it is expected that the city will receive 10
mm rain_during the spell that could result in wrban

flooding,” the met office said,

Cumrently, the temperature in Karachi stands at 31 C
and will remain u]FtD 35 C during the day along with

winds at a speed of 25 kilometers
“A monsoon system will enter

r hour.
akistan from central

India tonight and will become functional from the next
daﬁ' and will result in heavy showers in Tharparkar and
other parts of interior Sindh” met official Sardar
Sarfaraz said He added that the heavy rain spell will hit

Karachi on July 03 Earlier, the Met

Tice said that the

sea conditions may become rough to very rough from

July 03

03 and advizsed fishermen to take exira care

while venturing into the sea during the period INP

ISLAMABAD: After
several days of intense
heat and extreme humidi-
ty, eastern parls  of
Punjab, Kashmir and
mutjhem Sindh received
the first rain of this mon-
soon season last night
and early Friday morn-
ing, bringing much-need-
ed relief to the people.

The north-eastern city
of Punjab, MNarowal, and
s surrounding  areas
were lashed by heavy
rain which  bhrought
amiles on the faces of
heat-stncken people

Al the same ime, how-
ever, low-lving areas of
the city were inundated
with water and several
feeders were tripped due

Punjab, AJK, Sindh receive
first monsoon showers

to which the power sup-

ply.

Parts of the Punjab
capital Lahore and ats
suburbs also  received
rain that brought down
the mercury level and the
people heaved a sigh of
reliel’,

Dark clouds hovering
over the central Pumja
city of Samundn and its
outskirts coupled  with
copl breeze led 1o a
marked decreaze in the
temperature and the Met
Office predicted that the
maximum  temperature
would Tuctuate between
29-37 degrees Celsius;
The moisture level in the
air stood at 50 per cent
garly in the moming,

However, the weather
department forecast that
there were 10 per cent
chances of ram in the city
during the next 24 hours.
The case was no different
in Faizalabad, the second
largest city of Punjahb,
and not far away from
Summundri, where too
dark clouds and cool
breeze led to drop in the
temperature which was
recorded at 29 degrees
Celsius in the moming
and was expected to @0
up to 35 degrees Celsius
later in the afternoon,

The humdity level in
the air stood at 79 per
cent while the breeze was
blowing at the speed of
19 kilometers per hour,

The Met Office, however,
predicted dnzzle for the
it

Light and heavy ran
was reported from differ-
ent cities of Azad Jammu
and Kashmir {AJK} such
as . Rawalakot,
Muzzatarabad and others
during the last 24 hours.

to exercise caution and
restrict their movements.

The weather was over-
cast in Islamabad

The Met Office pre-
dicted
chances of thundershow-
ers in the federal capital
accompamed by stron
winds during the next 2

that there were

While Rawalakot and hours.The — department
the areas lying in its forecast partly cloudy
vicimity received hight  weather for  different
rain, ATK capital  parts of Punjab and rain
Muzzafarabad was visit- coupled with  strong

ed by heavy rain which

turned the low-lying
areas of the aty into  the
wools of water besides  the

ooding streams.

The siuation prompted
the authorities to issue an
advisory for the tounsts

winds for the upper, cen-
tral and westerns areas of

rovince, Similarky,

epartment said that
rain was expected in dif-
ferent parts of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa
southern NP

(kF),

Hamza on

NORINCO
interested to
invest in wind
power and other
sectors in
Pakistan

ISLAMABAD A dele-
gation of Chinese compa-
ny NORINCO called on
Prime Minister Shahbaz
Sharif and expressed their
interest to  invest in
Pakistan in renewable
energy, optical fibre, iron
and copper ore mining
and inlrastructure  in
major Pak cities

According to Gwadar
Pro, Prime Minister wel-
comed  the  Chinese
investment in Pakistan
and assured of all-out
support of the povern-
ment in this regard, a
statement said.

The delegation was led
bg"l vice-president NOR-
INCO Int’] Wang
Xiaobing and CEQ NOR-
INCO [nt'l (Pakistan) Li
Chen. Federal Ministers
Khawaja Saad Rafique,
Syed Naveed Oamar,
Chauhdary Salik Hussain
and senior officials of the
relevant ministries were
also present on the occa-
shom.

The Prime Minister
said that Pakistan is open
to investment and that the
government s laking
steps 1o remove all
impediments for further
facilitation of
investors. [NP

Karot
Hydropower to
promote
Pakistan’s
energy
construction:
Spokesperson

BEUING: “Let me
extend congratulations on
the start of full commer-
cial operation of the Karot
Hydropower Plant. It will
promote energy construc-
tion and economic and
social  development in
Pakistan,” said  the
Chinese Foreign Ministry
Spokesperson Zhao Lijian
al routing press conler-
gnee, According to
Gwadar Pro. Zhao made
the remarks in response to
the full commercial oper-
ation of Karot
Hydropower Plant Zhao
Lijian said that the Karot
Hydropower Planl is a
pronty project for eneray
cooperation and the first
large-scale  hydropower

investment project under
the _ China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor

(CPEC), The project was
listed in the joint state-
ment of the Chinese TNP

chulicngin% the
AP

ril 16INP

slot, while ordering INP
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Punjab CM re-election to be held on July 22, orders SC

Alter an hours-long hearing on the PTI's petition against the Lahore High Court's (LHC)Y order 1o recount the

votes cast in the Apnl 16

unjab chief minister election today, and conduct a second round of veting if

required, the Supreme Court on Friday said that this process would now take place on July 22 — five days
after by-elections on 20 Punjab Assembly seats are conducted on July 17 — and that incumbent chief minis-
ter Hamza Shehbaz would remain in office till then

The apex court issued the verbal order as a three-member bench, headed by Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP)
Umar Ata Bandial and comprising Justice [jazul Ahsan and Justice Jamal Khan Mandokhail, took up the peti-

trom filed earlier today

The LHC had passed its order on Thursday while hearing the PT1 and the PML-(}'s pleas against Hamza's
election and oath-taking, requmn%l the Punjab Assembly to convene today at 4pm to conduct the recounting

exercise, excluding the votes of P

[ dissident lawmakers.

The high court said if the required majonty for Hamza — which is 186 votes in the 371-member strong
house — to stay the CM 1s not secured after recounting, which 1s a certainty after the exclusion of 25 votes
cast by dissident PTI lawmakers, the election will be held again under Article 13004).

According to Article 13004), in the second round of voting, a member will not require 186 votes but simply

needs a majority of those
Punjab Chief Minister

resent and voting" to be elected the chief minister. ) )
amza Shehbaz and Punjab Assembly Speaker Chaudhry Pervez Elahi, who is the

PTT's candidate for chief minister, also appeared before the court via video link as the PTI sought to defer the

QUETTA: Shazia

Press conference,

Shehbaz,
Hamza skip
money laundering
case hearing

LAHORE: An accountability court
was requested on Friday to grant one-
day exemplion [rom personal appear-
arice 1o Prime Mimster Shehbaz Sharif
and his son Hamaza Shehbaz for hear-
ing in the money laundering case

he lawyers lor Prime Minister
Shahbaz Shanf and Hamza Shehbaz
adopted  belore the court that their
clients would not be able to appear
before the court. ) .

They said that the prime minister
wis cnga%td in official meetings in
the federal capital, whereas, his son
Hamza Shehbaz was busy in the
Punjab Assembly session for the
recount of votes as per the Lahore
High Court’s orders

“The court is requested to prant
one-day exemption from personal
Epearance to both Prime Minister

ehbaz Sharif and Hamza Shehbaz.
they pleaded, INP

PTI MNA Niazi
booked for ‘tortur-
ing’ trailer driver

LAYYAH: Four people, including
Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insal” (PTT) MNA
Abdul Majeed Niazs, were booked in
the case of torturing a trailer driver in
Fatehpur area of Layyah, police said
o Friday

The diiver told the police thal MNA
Miazi and his men beat him up when
he demed him the way during a road
CTOSSING. _ = .

Following the incident, the driver
had blocked the MM Road to register
his  protest. MNA's son,  Abdur
Raheem Miazi, on the other hand, has
said that right now his father is in
northern areas. “The government is
pelitically victimizing us by register-
ing false and fabricated cases against
us, he alleged. )
 He has asked the police to see the
facts before registering false against
him and his family NP

Plea for stay order

against auction of

Nawaz’s property
adjourned till Aug 15

[SLAMABAD: An accountability
court on Friday heard a petition for
restraining order against the auction of
the property owned by former prime
minister Nawaz Sharif and sought
arguments from the lawyers of parties
in the case on next hearing on August
I5, 202

Accountability Court No, 1 Judge
Asad Ali heard the petition It is o be
noted here that the court had ordered
1o auction the properties of former
prime minister Nawaz Sharif,

A petition for restraiming order was
filed through Qazi Misbah Advocate
against the court orders of auctioning
the F_m erties of Nawaz Sharif.

“If Nawaz Shanf returns to the
country, the process of auctioning the
property will be challenged. Itis better
to stop the auction for a while,” the
petitioner said.

“The Shamim Agricultural Farm
and other properties are with the ten-
ants. The auction will affect the rights
of tenants of Shamim Agriculural
Farm,” he added.

“The inheritance of the property has
been transferred, therefore, the court
should reconsider its decision and
issue a restraining order against the
auction,” he pleaded INP

Permission for PTI
rally at Parade
Ground linked to
GHQ nod

ISLAMABAD: The district admin-
istration of Islamabad on Thursday
night gave permission to the Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf [II-"I'I} to hold a public
gathering at Islamabad’'s  Parade
iround fomorrow (Samrday, July 2,
2022) on the condition that the GHO
should also not object 1o i1, it was
learnt on Friday. The deputy commis-
sioner (DC) of Tslamabad Said that if
the GHOYs Stafl Duties Directorate
allowed the party’s rally at the Parade
Ground, the no objection certificale
(NOC) 1ssued by him would be valid
because it was the GHO, and not the
district administration, that  was
authorzed to allow the use of Parade
Ground for the purpose. NP

Honda, Yamaha
announce another jump
in bike prices

ISLAMABAD: The country’s

top  motorcycles  companies
have announced a  helly
increase in the prices of aﬁ
models of their motoreycles.
The Honda company regis-
tered a jump in prices from
Rs5.000 to Rs15.000 in its
whole range of motarbikes
while Yamaha company raised
Rriues. of its all brands [rom
523, 000 10 Rs26,500

Honda’s best-selling model
CD-T70 registered an increase of
Rs5, 000 1n_its price and will
now be available at Rsl111,500.
Its pther brand C(i-123 can now
be purchased for Rs174,500
after a raise of Rs6.000 in its
Ericu,The rate of CB-125F has
een increased by Rs10,000 and
its actual price will now be
Rs2o3 900 Honda 100cc bike
will be mnow available for
Rs150 900 after it become dear-
er by Rs6,000 Yamaha's YB-
125C will now cost Rs255,000

alter a surge of Rs23,500 in ils
price. YB-125ZDX"s price was
raised by Rs25.500 1o
Rs273,500.YBR-125s  price
was up by Rs25500 to
Rs280 500 while the rate of
YBRG will now be Rs292 000
after an increase of
Rs26 500 YBR-1250G"s new
price is Rs295.000 after a surge
of Rs25,600 The new prices
have been enforced from July |
(today). The Honda company
registered a jump in prices from
Rs5, 000 to Rs15000 in_its
whole range of motorbikes
while Yamaha company raised
ﬁrlceﬁ of its all brands from
523,000 to Rs26.500,

Honda’s best-selling model

CD-70 registered an increase ol

Rs5.000 in its price and will
now be available at Rs111,500
Its other brand CG-125 can now
be purchased for Rs174 500
after a raise of Rs6,000 in its
price INP

COVID-19:
Pakistan’s positivity
ratio nears 4pc

ISLAMABAD: The Covid-19
positivity ratio in Pakistan is near-
ing 4 per cent amid a steady surge
in infections across the country, as
094 new cases were reported duur-
ing the last 24 hours, National
Institute of Health (NIH) data
showed Friday morming.

According  to the National
Institute of Health, 17640 Covid
tests were conducted across the
country in past 24 hours, out of
which 094 tumed out to be posi-
tive. The national positivity rate
now stands at 3.93 per centl, the
data showed The NIH said that no
Covid-19-related  death  was
reported in past 24 hours, while
the overall death toll in the coun-
tra' stands at 30393, adding that
101 Peuple are In critical condi-
tion. The National Command and
Centrol Centre (NCOC) vesterday
issued new standard operating

procedures (SOPs) for govern-
ment offices amid rising coron-
AVITUS Cases. )

In a statement, the coronavirus
monitoring body has directed the
government employees 1o wear
masks and ensure social distance
in offices,

According to NCOC, all gov-
ernment employees will be bnefed
regard]p% coronavirus S0Ps. All
staff will ensure the implementa-
ticn of S0Ps for their families as
well as themselves. In addition,
wearing masks will be made com-
pulsory in offices

During  obligatory  prayers,
social  distancing  should  be
ensured, while hand sanitization
should be available on all internal
and external routes of offices, The
administration of the offices
should ensure that all employees
are fully vaccinated INP

CM Punjab election: SC
forms three-member bench
to hear PTI plea

ISLAMABAD A three-mem-
ber bench of the Supreme Court
of Pakistan will hear a petition
filed by Pakistan Tehreek-i-
Insaf (PTI) against the Lahore
High Court (LHC) wverdict for
the recount of votes for the elec-
tion of Chief Minister Punjab.

The three-member bench will
be headed by Chief Justice
Umar Ata Bandial along with
Justice ljaz ul Ahsan and Justice
Jamal Mandokhel. The bench
will begin hearing at 1.30 pm

Earlier in the day, Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insat (PTI) filed an
appeal against the Lahore High
Court's (LHC) decision to

recount vobes in the ChM election
in the Punjab Assembly
According to details. PTI has
filed an appeal against the LHC
decision about the CM Punjab

a

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Minister of Forei

elections, claiming the order o
conduct the election within 24
hours would damage the relief
provided by the court.

The PTI plea admits that the
LHC decision validated their
concerns and provided them
relief but the oerder to summon
the session within 24 hours
would damage them

The PTI plea savs that the
Supreme Court should accept
the plea against LHC and
reschedule the PA session some
days later. Six of PTI MPAs are
in Saudi Arabia for Hajj, while
some other are outbound for
other reasons, it added

The party demanded the sos-
pension of Hamza Shehbaz’s
CM notification, claiming fair
elections are only possible when
he is removed. INP

PA proceedings by seven days
At one point, PTI's counsel Babar Awan said that PT1 had reservations against the Election Commission of

Pakistan ( ECP).

Justice Bandial, however, said that orders would be issued regarding the implementation of the election code

of conduct

He stated that the courl would issue a general order and that the parties should not waste time on small mat-
ters. "It would be better if you don't make the case a family dispute." he told Elahi and Hamza,

PTI lawver Imtaz Siddigqur later told the court that consultation was held with the Advocate General of
Punjab and Hamza's lawver and a consensus was reached on Hamea staying the CM il July 17

At this, the CIP remarked that the court was glad both the parties had reached a consensus, "This is success
for both the groups," he said.

The CIP said that both sides had been at odds for three months and the matter had finally been resolved in
the apex court in three hours.

He then asked "CM sahab, do you have any intentions of riggin
he would compete in the assembly and whoever is the suitable candidate would win.

"I am a political worker. 1 have spent vears in jail. We will ensure free and fair elections are held," he said

Sul‘.c.qeauently, Justice Bandial said that the court would use words acceptable to both parties in its written

order. [N

ithe polls)?"To this, Hamea replied that

Pakistan reports nearly 700 Covid-19
cases as positivity rises to 3.9pc

Amid fears of a resurgence of Covid-19, Pakistan on
00 new cases as the positivity

Friday reported nearly
rate rose to 3.9 per cent,

According to the National Institute of Health (NTH),
694 new coronavirus cases were recorded dunng the
last 24 hours, up from 641 a day earlier. The number is
the highest since March 10 when 723 infections were

detected.

The positivity rate also rose 10 3.93pc from 3.41peca 24, The number of cases on thal
day earlier. Further, 17,640 Covid-19 tests were con-
ducted in the last 24 hours while 101 patients were in

cntical care,

However, no deaths were reported dunng this per-

od

In & staternent, federal Health Minister Abdul Cadir
Patel said that the government was taking several
measures Lo control the surge in cases

The Mational Command and Operation Cenlre
{NCOC) has been holding meetings on a daily basis (o
overview the virus situafion in the country, he said
“But we want the public to adopt precautionary meas-
ures and follow standard operating procedures (SOFPs)

re]liljéiouﬂ}f.

pecially during Eidul Azha, make sure you are
weanng masks in public $paces and practicing social
the mimister stressed
crowded areas, don't hug or shake hands on Eid and gt
immunised against the virus, he added :
Patel also urged the ulema to ensure social distanc-
ing mside mosques and at religious eatherings,
sindh Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah
held a meeting of the provincial task force on coron-
avirus, during which he emphasised that the positivity
lf)rmlght down before Eidul Azha
The meeting was attended by provincial mimisters Dr
Azra Fazal Pechuho, Nasir Shah and Shanjeel Memon,

distancing,"

leanwhile,

rate must he

Man trying
to smuggle
heroin to
Bahrain held
at Faisalabad
airport
FAISALABAD: The
Anti-MNarcotics  Force
{ANF}, in its operation

al Faisalabad airport on
Friday. arrested a man

who  was  trying to
smuggle  heroin _ to
Bahrain  via  Gulf
Airlines.

According to the ANF
officials, Ishaq had con-
cealed 103 capsules of
the drug in hig
abdomen

Oin the other hand, the
ANF and the Frontier
Constabulary, 10 their
two joint operations in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP),  have arrested
seven persons besides
recovering over 228
kilograms of narcolics
from them

Those arrested have
been booked under the
Anti-Narcotics Act. The
Forces have taken into
custody six persons and
recovered 82 kilograms
of Chars from them at
CGhareebi checkpost in
district Kurram of  the
province,

In yet another opera-
tion in the district, the
Forces have recovered
146 kilos and 400 grams
of Chars that had been
concealed in ﬁﬁfl'tl]IJ)ﬂl'-
tions of & truck. INP

Six forest
officers
suspended over
negligence in
departmental
duties

LAHORE: The Forest
Department  secretary
suspended six officials
on Friday over negli-
%ence in carrying out
the departmental duties

during fires in the
Punjab forests, ;
As per the official

sources, those who were
suspended include
SDFQ  Sabir Hussain,
two block officers —
Khalid Hussain and
Ghulam Murtaza, and
three forest guards
namely Ghulam Yaseen,
Masood Murtaza and
Ghulam Farid “The offi-
cials were suspended for

negligence  in_ the
departmental  duties.”
said the Forest
Department

secretary,” The incompe-
tence and negligence of
the officials ~ caused
more damage (o the
forests  and  wildlife
They have been sus-
pended for three months
under Section INP

n Affairs Bilawal Bhutto

Lardari along with others dignitaries cutting cake during Mango Festival celebrating

75th Pay Kuch Khas organized by Minisiry of Foreign Affairs.

Sohail

Karachi Administrator Murtaza Wahab, Parliamentary
Secretary for Health Qasim Soomro, Chiel Secretary
Rajput, Inspector General of Police Ghulam
Mabi Memon, Pancipal Secretary to CM Fayyaz Jator,
Interior Secretary Dr Saeed Ahmed Magnejo, and other
officials and health experts

The health secrelary informed the meetng that the

Em::miy had started rising in the province rom June

had the
lowed by

ate was 248 while

infections during the last 24 hours rose to 4635, he said.
The Sindh chief minister said that hospital admission
rates apﬁg.-ared low for now Shah noted that Karachi
ighest weekly positivity rate — 19
Hyderabad at 0 39pc Elsewhere, Jacobabad
and Jamshoro's positivity rates were recorded at 3pe
while Sukkur and Thatta both had a weekly positivity
rate of 2pc.Giving a breakdown of districl-wise posi-
tvily rates in Karachi, he smd the rate in the metropo-
lis' East district stood at 29pc, followed by West al
21pe, South at 18pe, Korangi at 10pe, Central at 8pe
and Malir at 7pec, respectively.CM Shah directed the
public to follow SOFPs and get vaccinated. "Eidul Azha

— fol-

and Muharram events are coming up. We have to bring

Avord gong o

said NP

down the coronavirus
events. People should ta
reduce the rate,” he said The chief minister warned that
the government could be forced to take stncter meas—
ures 1f the positivily rate was not reduced. An official of
the Mimistry of WNational Health Services earlier told
Dawn that unfortunately, the pandemic had bounced
back in the country. "Cases double every five davs, the
number of patients being hospitalised is increasing and
deaths are also being reported. [t i i
detection bevond Karachi, Islamabad and Lahore snll
has no signs of improvement despite repeated push,”™ he

kp{:sitix-‘lty rate prior to these
¢ precauhonary measures and

It 158 womsome that

Raise in salaries and
pensions notified

ISLAMABAD Much 1o the
delight of government employees, the
government has notified 5% raise in
salaries and 5% increase in pensions
on Friday.

The finance ministry issued the
notification in this regard on Friday
saying that the raise will take effect
from July 1, 2022

According 1o the notfication, the
increase in salaries was made on the
basis of basic salary of 2007,

The ministry has also reviewed the
ay scales of government employees
he new pay scales will be applicable

from July 1, 2020, the notification
said adding that the new [pajr' scales
will be applied in place of 2017 pay
scales

The notification elaborated that
after the new pav scales. all five ad
hoc reliefs wil[pbc merged together.

Kaleem addressing a press con

UETTA: B:lluthiust:m_ Hi%her Elluca;i-ol; Grand .-’Lli;.nce President Dr
ETENCE.

According to the notification, the
minimum salary of grade | govern-
ment emplovee will be Rs13,550 and
maximum salary will be Rs26,450.

The minimum salary of grade 17
emplovee will be Rs45 070 and max-
imum salary will be Rs113 470

The minimum salary of grade 21
employee will be Rs113790 and
maximum salary will be Rs217,670

The minimum salary of grade 22
emplovee will be Rsl122. 190 and
maximum salary will be Rs244 130
_Regarding pensions, the notifica-
tion further read that previously on
April 1, 2022 pensions had been
increased by 10%, and now 5% raise
was announced, 1t was added in the
notification that retired officials of
the armed forces as well as of the
civil armed forces would also be enti-
tled to the raise in pensions. [NP

Sindh Revenue
Board collected record

taxes In

KARACHI: The Sindh Revenue
Board {SEB) collected a record tax of
Rs153 billion in the fiscal year 2021-
22. the Chief Minister Sindh told

According to details, CM Sindh has
appreciated  the Sindh Revenue
Board's {SRB) performance as it col-
lected a record Rs153.5 billion in tax
in the FY 2021-22 The tax collection
tarzel For 2021-22 was Rs150 ballion
The SRB has exceeded the tax collec-
tion target by Rs3. 5 billion, the CM

told. The CM added that a total of

Ks8.2 billion were under the Workers
Welfare Fund The Federal Board of
Revenu had also exceeded its tax col-
lection target for FY 2021-22. It col-
lected a tax of Rs 6 trllion in the fis-
cal vear 2021-22, exceeding the tar-
pet of Rs5 8 inllion for 202]1-
22 Rs2.2 rrillion was collected in
income tax, while an amount of Rs2.7
trillion was collected as sales tax in
2021-22 FBR spokesperson told that
a total of Rsl, 007 Wilion were col-

2021-22

lected in customs duty im 2021-22,
While the FBR issued an amount of
Rs305 billion in refunds.

Earlier in May, the Sindh Excise
and Taxation Department claimed to
have recovered over Rs232 nullion in
taxes from defaulting vehicles in nine
days during its tax collection drive.

verall  7.354  vehicles were
checked n  Karacls, 69BB in
Hyderabad and 2,575 in Sukkur,
3,602 in Larkana, 2884 in Mirpurkhas
and 1471 in Shaheed Benazirabad,
the data showed. The CM added that
a total of Rs8 2 billion were under the
Workers Welfare Fund The Federal
Board of Revenu had also exceeded
its tax collection taroet for FY 2021-
22 It collected a tax of Rs & tnillion in
the fiscal vear 2021-22, excccdi11$ the
tareel of Rs5.8 trillion for 2021

KEs2.2 trillion was collected in
income tax, while an amount of Rs2.7
trillion was collected as sales tax in
2021-22 INP

PTI, PML-Q set
to boycott Punjab CM
vote recount today

LAHORE: In compliance with the
Lahore High Court Thursday’s order,
the P1|.1'|j‘ﬁ',r Assembly will hold a
recount of the votes polled during the
April 16 election of chief minister at
4pm tud.'qr' (Friday) after excluding
votes of 25 PTI dissident members.
But the PML-C and PT1 have decided
to boycott the process while the latter
has already challenged the LHC's
decision in the Supreme Court

Though the court has ordered the
recount to bring the province out of
political erisis, but the opposition PTI
and PML-Q, on the other hand, have
decided not {o participate in today's
exercise, maintaining their presence
would validate the process.

Sources divulged that a decision
has been taken by both the parties but
it will be announced before the stari
of the assembly session .

The LHC in its eight-page wnitten
verdict on Thursday ordered the pre-
siding officer to recount the wvotes

polled during the election of chief
minister by excluding 25 votes of the
PTI rebel MPAs who voted for Hamza
Shehbaz on April 16 last, IT the
required majority for Hamza —
which is 186 votes in the 37| -member
strong house — to stay the CM is not
secured, the election will be held
again under Article 130{4), unless
another candidate has majority votes,

According to Article 130(4), in the
second round of voling, a member
will not require 186 votes but simply
needs a majority of those “present
and voting" to be elected the chief
minister

The court said that Hamza would
cease to be the chief minister if he
loses the required majority after the
exclusion of 25 votes by the presiding
officer. However, it pointed out, func-
tions performed and powers exercised
by Hamza will be "protected under
the de facto doctrine” in accordance
with the law INP




