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NCOC issues fresh

guidelines for Eid ul
a as COVID cases rise

PM directs authorities
to remain alert during

rains related incidents in
Balochistan: DG PDMA

infarmed.

The government has declared
an emergency situation in Quetta
to tackle the situation. “The next
48 hours are crucial =, said DG
PDMA MNaseer Ahmad Nasar
Central Balochistan, Northern
Balochistan, and eastern

Manan Mandokhail
Syed Muhammad Qasecem
Abdullah Lehri

QUETTA: The death toll in
rains-related incidents  across
Balochistan  reached 25 on

Tuesday night. This was revealed
by the Director-General of the
Provincial Disaster Management
Authority  (PDMA) ‘aseer
Ahmad fy'-lasar while talking to
Daily Quetta Voice.

Mr. Nasar mentioned that over
three dozen people have also
been injured in rains-refated inci-
dents in the province. Torrential
raing and flooding have also dam-
aged more than 300 mud-walled
houses on the outskirts of Quetta.
“Three women and four children
are also among the dead”™, the DG

Balochistan aregs are in a more
dangerous situation

Heavy rains with strong winds
started in many areas of the
province in  the afternoon.
According to reports, two o girls
were swepl away by foodwater
near a dam in the Eastern Bypass
area, Duetta’s district administra-
tion and rescue teams launched
relief operations in the areas
affected in the rainfall. Forty
affected families in Goharabad
were shifted to a temporary refief
camp in a school building

Pak Army relief
teams reach Gwadar
after rainfall

News Desk

In view of the recent rains,
in Gwadar, Pakistan Army
relief teams have arnved in8
the port city, Pakistan Army
has developed a compre
hensive organizational S
sefup with the Gwadar Civil !
Administration to deal with ‘%
any situation

The major ohjective o
behind moving the Pak == —r
Army was to provide timely relief and support to the people in the case of
an-emergency after heavy ramfall.

Due 1o heavy rains in Gwadar this morning, some low-lving areas have
been inundated and rescue teams of the Pakisian Army have been dis-
patched to the area. The Army is ready to help the people of Gwadar in

ANy emergency situation
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QUETTA:People salvage usable items from their house that was
damaged by heavy rain, on the outskirts of Quetta,

NCOC issues fresh
guidelines for Eid ul
Adha as COVID cases rise

ISLAMABAD: The MNational Command and Operation Centre (NCOC)
on Tuesday 1ssued fresh guidelines for Eid ul Adha, urming people to fol-
low the issued SOPs as coronavirus cases climb across the country
_ COVID cases witnessed a spike in the mid of June, with officials fear-
ing that the infections would spread further due to shopping and the cele-
brations leading up to Eid ul Adha. ) ]

Eid Ul Adha prayers should be organissssed in open spaces under strin-
gent COVID protocols. In case of any compulsion to offer the prayers
inside mosgues, then all windows and doors should be kept open for ven-
tilation to minimise the chances of disease spread f ;

Preferably 2-3 Eid ||:|ra:.-'ers should be organised at one single venue with
stagpered timings to allow maximum pmp'ie to offer pravers with COVID-
19 _{:mtnmls. ] ) -

All ulemas leading Eid pravers should be sensitised to keep sermons and
khutbaas short so that people remain present in the prayer venues for a
bref duration. ) ) )

Efforts should be made to discourage sick, elderly and voung children
from attending Eid prayers Linder no circumstances should people be
allowed to enter the prayer venue without a proper face mask. There should
ke multiple entry and exit points at the praver venue to avoid jumbling up
of individuals'prevent transmission of disease Venue organisers should
ensure the availability of a sufficient guantity of hand sanitisers at the
entry points. It should be mandatory for all coming for prayers to use sani-
tisers before entering the venue To ensure social distancing protocols,
VENUe orZanisers to ensure prominent marking (6 feet apart) to allow suf-
ficient space/distance between individuals People should be encouraged to
perform abulution at home before coming for the{fra}'er& and also bring
their own prayer mats to the venue Efforts should be made to-sensitise
people to refrain from embracing and handshaking after the prayer to
avold chances of disease transmission, Web Desk
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Heavy rainfzll in hilly terrain
of Bolan resulted in flooding in
Geshin drain in Machh., which
swept away four miners. Local
people saved a man in injured
condition, while a search has
been underway for others. The
miners were belong to Marri
tribe, which were returning to
homes when swept away by the
floodwater Heavy  rains  in
Cuetta yesterday left many trees
and electricity poles uprooted
The provincial capital and i1s
surrounding areas were plunged
into darkness afler several feed-
ers of the 0Quetta Electric
Supply Company ((Qesco) were
tripped

According to the Met office,
northern and central parts of
Balochistan will receive more
heavy rains with thunderstorms

PM directs
authorities to
remain alert during
monsoon rains

ISLAMABAD:, Prame Minister
Azad Kashmir Sardar Tanveer
Ilyas Khan has directed all depari-
ments including  state Disasier
Management Authorities to be high
alert to deal anv emerzency situa-
tion in the wake of heavy monsoon
Tains.

The PM said that no neglizence
or laxity would be tolerated in this
regard. He directed the Districi
Administration,  State  Disaster
Management and other relevan
agencies to inspect the landshide
sites and keep the office abreast of
the situation in the region.

He said that all communication
roads should be restored as soon as
possible and Een]'rle should be l_celpi
updated on the condition of high-
WaYS

"In case of any loss of life or
property due to rains anywhere in
Azad Kashmir, relief should be

rovided to the victims immediate-
v he added.

The Prime Minister also mugi]]u
a detailed report regarding the
damage caused by the recent rains
in Azad Kashmir INP

Pakistan highly values
its brotherly relations
with Turkey: COAS

RAWALPINDI: Chief of Army
Staff General Oamar Javed Bajwa
has said that Pakistan highly values
its brotherly relations with Turkey
which are deeply rooted in history
and entrenched in cultural and reli-
gious alfinines,

He was talking 1o General Musa
Avsever, Commander of Turkish
Land Forces who called on at
General Headquarters (GHOQs) on
Tuesday.

The visiting dignitary acknowl-
edged the professionalism  of
Pakistan Armed Forces and vowed
io enhance cooperation in various
fields, He also pledged 1o play his
rofe for further improvements in
diplomatic  cooperstion  with
Pakistan at all levels. INP

I'T sector offering
incentives to attract
FDI: Amin

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Information  Technology  and
Telecommunication Syed Amin-ul-
Haque on Tuesday said the 1T sec-
tor had vast potential and incen-
tives to attract Foreign Direct
Investment (FDILHe made these
remarks in a meeting with the rep-
resentatives of the Norinco Group
China, sard a news release They
discussed cooperation in the tele-
com sector, Backhaul Fiber Optics
Metwork, and Safe City project.In
view of its long association with
Pakistan, Norinco showed keen
interest to further the strategic rela-
tionships by undertaking joint ven-
tures in the field of telecommuni-
cations The officials and represen-
tatives of Monnco including Maj
General (Retd) Al Farhan, Brng
(Retd) Tahir Islam INP
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QUETTA: Children sitting on derbies of collapsed house due to recent rain in different area at_Srriyal:-
road locality. 8 people died in this incident.

District Quetta declared
as calamity hit area after
heavy rainfall

Siall Reporier

Relief Commissioner and the
Director-General Provincial Disaster
Management  Authority  (PDMA)
have declared Quetta as a calamity-
hit district after heavy rainfall
According to a notification 1ssued by
the  Relief Commissionar/DG
POMA, Ouetta has been declared a
calamity-hit district after heavy mon-
soon ranfall on July 5

Torrential rains have claimed 25
lives and injured over a dozen people
in the provincial capital Cheer 300
mud-walled houses have also been
damaged as a result of the heavy
rainfall in the outskints of Cuetta

Government declares an amaer-
pency to tackle the situation

The provincial government has
already decldred an emergency 0
tackle the siwation. Most roads and
streets in the poor neighborhoods of

Dead body of one
of three kidnapped
girls recovered in

Musakhail

Abdul Rehman Musakhail

Levies found the dead body of
one of the three kidnapped minor
mitls wis recovered m
Balochistan’s Musakhail district
The minor girl was tortured to
death, acting Deputy
Commissioner MMusakhail,
Kaleemullah Kakar told Daily
Cetta Voice, The minor girl was
five years old )

“The girl was first rapped and
then brutally murdered”, another
admimstration official revealed
He requested anonymity because
of the sensitivity of the matter
The dead body was brought to
Musakhail Bazar and the heirs of
the wictim alse reached the dis-
trict headguarters hospital

The dead body of the minor
wirl browght to Quetta for post-
maortem

The dead body of the minor
girl was brought to civil hospital
Quetta for postmortem. Despite
repeated attempts, this seribe was
not able to speak to the police
surgeon to et verified informa-
tion about the cause of death.

Mo anformation  about  the
whereabouts of two missing girls
in- Musakhail “We want an
immediate recovery of the kid-
napped mrls”, Sadraduddin
Musakhail, a tribal and political
elder said. He said the povern-
ment has totally failed 1o recover
the kidnapped girls

“We have formed a team to
make sure the unhurt recovery of
the kidnapped airls”,
Kaleemullah Kakar explained
He sard the admimstration was
coordinating with local elders of
the area to recover the kidnapped
oirls

review the relief operation
Balochistan home munister, Mir
Lia Ullah Langove visited PDMA's
office and revived the ongoing relief
and rescue operation in the province,
DG PDMA, Maseer Ahmad Masar
briefed the minister about the steps
taken by the authonty to support
rains and floods affected people. ™
Reach out to all affected people” Mir
Zia Uliah Langove directed PDMA
officers.Flash Hoods and tomential
rainz have also swept away small
bridees and delayed check dames in
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the city were inundafed by the ran-
water. Rainfall severely affected rou-
ting life in the provincial capital, various areas of Balochistan, This
People in remote areas D?Ih& city  has badly exposed the construction
were confined to their homes as -:Lualir_'p' of bndges and dams across
roads and streets were completely  the Province ™ Our Dam was twice
imundated " We have been a hostage  swept away by flood water™ Gul
since vesterday as our streets have Mubammad, a resident of Killi
been complately inundated”  Jungle Thor Khail lamented. He
Muhammad Akram, a resident of demanded the national accountabili-
Mawa Killi twold Cuetta Voice via  ty bureau (NAB) launch an investi-
telephone. sation anlo the construction of the
Langowve visits the PDMA office to .

3 people killed 2
injured in Panjpai
Quetta firing

MNews Desk

At least three people were killed
and two injured 1n a finng incident
in Balochistan’s Panjpar area on
Tuesday afternoon. Folice sources

T

said armed men openad fire on a
vehicle and killed three people on
the spot Two people sustained
imjunes and they were shifted to
Chuetta for medical treatment. The
victims were stated to be local
tribesmen.  The assailants fled
away [rom the spot unhurt,

Police and levies reached the
spot as an investigation into the
incident went underway. The rea-
son behind the killing eould not be

ok 15 & human tragedy”,
Sadruddin Musakhail lamented

Political parties have also
staged protest demonstrations to
mount pressure on the adminis-
tration to make sure the recovery

of kidnapped pirls. “This is a immediately ascertained

human  tragedv”, Sadruddin

Musakhal lamented President. PM
The deputy speaker pay

tribute to Kargil war
hero on 23rd martyrdom
anniversary

Balochistan Assembly, Sardar
Babar Musakhail had also direct-
ed the Inspecior General of
Police and Chief Secretary’ to
submit a report regarding the kid-

napping of minor girls ISLAMABAD, President Dr

: ﬂ Arif’ Alvi and Prime Minister
Rights Eroups have alsop Shehbaz Shaiif on Tuesday paid
expressed serious concern over tribute to Captain Karna? Sher

the kidnapping of minor girls and
demanded of the covernment to
use all available resources for
their recovery. “This is an inhu-
man and barbarnc act, the perpe-
trators. should be brought to jus-
tice”, Allauddin Kakar, the Chief
of Women Foundation
Balochistan said

Mr. Kakar said the community
and povernment should join
hands to expose the clements
involved in such kinds of heniosu
crimes

Khan for his valour and bravery on
the 23rd anniversary of his manyr-
dom.

In their separate messages, the
president and the prime minister
spid the sacrifice of the national
hero, also the recipient of the high-
est pallaniry  award  Nishan-e-
Haider, would always be remem-
bered

President Dr Anf Alvi said the
nation was indebted to  the
immense sacrifices rendered by the
martyred soldiers for the sover-
eignty of their motherland INP

Torrential rain exposed drainage system in Quetta

Syed Ali Shah Analysis

Torrential rains badly exposed the drainage system in Quetta, the
capital of Balochistan province. Heavy rainfall brought joy to the peo-
ple living in posh areas of the city, whereas, woes to people living in
poor neighborhoods and marginalized areas. A heartbreaking video of
two leenage boys being swept away in the rainwater in Quetta’s Sariab
Road area was widely shared on social media. This really pained every
sAne persomn.

Hundreds of heartbreaking images of rain survivors were shared en
social media outlets This simply exposed the system in general and
Quetta’s drainage system in particular

Rains-related incidents claim 7 lives

Rains-related incidents claimed seven precious human lives as per
the statistics shared by the Provincial Disaster Management Authority
(PDMA), Women and children were also among the dead. PDMA's
media managers were sharing videos of their operations when people
were facing the brunt of heavy rainfall in various parts of Balochistan

Meost streets and roads in poor neighborhoods of Quetta were inun-
dated by the rainwater, 1t was not possible for the people to walk or
drive on roads completely inundated

Billions of rupees were spent but with no impact

Billions of rupées have been spent on the drainage, construction of
roads, bridges, beautification and master plan of the aitvy, However,
one hour's heavy rainfall exposed all claims on behalf of the con-
cerned departments.

Thousands of people have settled in the middie of nullahs/water-
ways over the years without the permission of the Metropolitan
Corporation, MCCO appears to be a silent spectator when it comes to
people constructing their houses on waterways.

PDMA has rather become a ghee and sugar distribution agency
rather than coping with natural disasters in Ralochistan,

Rainfall also exposed the traffic system

Rainfall has also exposed the traffic plan of the city. Nevertheless,
the traffic policemen and Seargent deserve to be appreciated For ensur-
ing the MNow of traffic as streets and roads were ziving an image of
river flooding.

Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Quddus Bizenjo must have mercy
on the provincial capital, which houses around 3 million people.
Beyond political and persenal interests, the provincial government
should improve the drainage system, stop illegal setilements on waler-
ways, ensure transparency in funds allocated for the construction of
roads. bridges and etc

Rainy water needs to be reserved to maintain the depleting water
table in Quetta and other parts of Balochistan




EDITORIAL i |

Editor Asim Khan

Water shortage

in Balochistan

The scarcity of water poses a serious threat to human life in Quetta
and other parts of Balochistan. Environmentalists and experts on the
water issues have warned of an alarming situation with regard to water
scarcity in Quetta in near future.

The water level continues to drop with every passing day in Quetta,

and most parts of Balochistan., This has sent alarm

ells among the

indigenous people living for centuries in towns and villages,
Environmentalists warn that the shortage of water is likely to force cit-
izens of the provincial capital to migrate.
The Water and Sanitaton Authority {WASA) has failed to provide
drinking water to citizens of the city. Most of the WAS A-run tube wells
are either not functional or provide water to officials and influentials.
Peaple pumpinﬁg water from more than 1 000 deep underground

Crone are the

ays, when

eople were pumping water through tube

wells 500 feet deep from underground. Currently, it i1s more than 1.000

feet deep.

Private tankers are meeting the demand of more than 70 percent pop-
ulation of the city. Tankers owners are minting money from the people
right under the nose of WASA and district administration. Per tanker 15

available at Rs, 2,000 to 3.000. No mechanism to check the quality of

waterhMore importantly, none checks the quality of water. Nobody
knows whether the water is contaminated or clean for drinking. Since 1t
15 a matter of human health and life, therefore, the provinecial govern-
ment should evolve a mechamsm to check the guality of water. Set
aside. the increasing rates of water tankers association. Depleting water
table in Quetta, Pishin, Killa Abdullah, Kalat. Mastung, Neshki and
Chaghi have forced the growers to cut their green trees. This has made
a large number of people jobless as most of the people in Balochistan
are financially dependent on agriculture and livestock.

Construction of delay and check dams imperative

Az sugpested and advised by the environmentalists, the provincial
and federal governments must construct delay and check dams on a
war-footing basis to maintain the depleting water table. Supreme Court
has already directed the government to ensure the completion of more
than 100 dams within the next three years to overcome the water crisis

in Balochistan,

Is Pakistan stronger now than in 20162

With his targeting of
the LIS government (as he
prepared for an ouster
that he knew was coming
the moment he decided (o
manufaciure Notification
Gate), Imran Khan has
set the bar for behaviour
that is deleterious  to
Pakistan’s core naticnal
interest. But there is con-
text to this behaviour that
needs to be considered,

The post-2016 regmme
in  Pakistan behaved
incredibly responsibly in
handling the fallout from
India’s Balakot attack in
February 2019. 1t also
helped “secure relative

ace on the Line of
‘ontrol through a re-
eslablished ceasefire. Bul
how has the Islamic
Republic  of  Pakistan
responded to the unilater-
al change in the status
quo in Kashmir that was
enacted with the full sup-
port of the spectrum of
the Indian polity on
August 5 that same year?
Here, the record ments
more serutiny

For  many national
security analysts,  the
responsible and mature
handling of the February
2019 Balakot crisis was
misinterpreted by India as
an invitation for the wni-
lateral change in siatus
quo in Kashmir enacted
o August 5. Thanks to
the enduning integrity of
the movement for free-
Iu:h:nmI in : &ashrglr,1 ths
egalese being deplove
b}'gaNew Deﬁli hr;s'nn
impact, on  hearts and
minds i the Valley, But

many would argue that
the Pakistani posture on
India post 2016 has been
weak and needs revisit-
ing . .
“Li'ndia today is a region-
al hegemon driven by
radical religious revision-
ism It is essentially a
bully. One that iz bein
underwritten by the US’s
need for a ‘series of
rEjilcmai alliances that can
heﬁj contgin - China,
Bullies, especially bullies
with powerful Triends,
need to be challenged,
not assuaged. Pakistan’s
ost-2016" regime has
een informed by the
right instincts on India
but it has not altered or
adjusted 1o the realities of
changing gececonomics
and “geapolitical align-
ments. _Furgbut the impact
that this obduracy may
have had on Kashmins in
the Valley. It may have
had more immediate
deleterious effects on a
number of other key rela-
tionships. )
Pakistan’s posture with
India probably informs
how other countries tatk
to Pakistan. Take a deep
look at  how Iran,
Afghanistan and China
have -engaged  with
Pakistan during the post-
2016 remme era, If there
15 consistency, it is that all
three key neighbours of
Pakistan have sought to
ressure  Pakistan into
ehaviours that are in
keeping with those coun-
tries’ interests — notwith-
standing whether they are
good or bad for Pakistan,

The jury is still out on the
extent to which they have
succeeded or failed, but if
Pakistani military and
civilian leaders that are
currently nol in key deci-
sion-making roles want 1o
foree a different path for-
ward tor the country they
need to figure out a new
Pakistani paradigm for
how it deals with its
neighbours and the four
regions for which it is a
Fqur‘:;phica]. BCONOMIC,
omstics  and  security
synapse;  South  Asia,
entral Asia, the Persian
Gulf and GCC, and
China.

Afohanistan - no mat-
ter who is running it
wants all the advantages
of an open_ border with
Pakistan, withoul recog-
nizing the  border
Pakistan’s mistake, for
aver 70 vears, is failing to
decide whether it wants a
hard border or 2 soft bor-
der, and the concomitant
nolicy  Framework  that
ollows thus, of course,
sulTers lrom schizophre-
nma. Open the border for
our sisters and brothers
on  Sunday Close it
because of temrorists on
Tuesday., Open it because
exports to Afohanistan
are valuable on Thursday
Close it because dollar
flow 10 Kabul i5 causing
downward pressure on
the Pakistani rupee on
Friday. Let some Afghans
and Pakistanis run back
and forth across the bor-
der without papers on
Saturday  And force oth-
ers 1o stay on ong of the

other side of the border
on Monday. The result?
Let's take stock.

Despite the important
role played by the post-
20016 remme 1 staliz-
ing the region, and possi-
bly saving thousands of
lives through last sum-
mer, and especially
through the months of
July, August and
September 2021, the
Islamic  Republic of
Pakistan gets no credit
from either the West or
from Afghans. Instead, it
is stuck wearing the stink
of airstrikes in
Afghanistan  and the
stench of negotiating on
the 25th Amendment at
home, One could argue
that Afghans and (hose
interested in the security
of the region as it relates
to Afghanistan have taken
Pakistan for granted, in
part because it has
demonstrated such keen
willingness to compro-
mise with India — why
would it then resist com-
promise with
Afghamistan? For proof,
one need look no further
than at Mullah Yagoob's
attempts  to serenade
South Block operators
inte a conversation about
defence cooperation
between  the ~ Hindu
Rashira and the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan

The situation in Tehran
may be even more alarm-
ing. Egged on I:r%' the
0st-2006 regime, Imran

han himself left no
stone unturned in signal-
ing a willingness to bend

backwards to address a
litany of issues that the
Ayatollahs and the IRGC
have had with Pakistan
since the revisionist revo-
|u1|{mI!r! Irlsm al!e:&lrj lna
geopolitical map ol the
region in 1979, What Tran
really wants 15 somethin
Pakistan cannot  an
should not E\.’EE]I'I consider
riving to it A decoupling
gf ISEudi Arabia’s pcm'g
national securtty inlerests
from those of Pakistan’s
15 fran’s principal strate-
mic objective. Even if this
15 taken to be a legitimate
concern for Tehran, the
manner of its pursuit is
unacceptable. )
Here too, Pakistan's
internal dynamic is at
fault. Pakistani  Shias
have  endured  four
decades of hatred. target-
ed assassinations, takfi-
rization, and discrimina-
tion. This has created the
opportunity for exploita-
tion of a significant por-
tion of Fakistan that
Tehran has availed. It
ook the  Lashkar-e-
Jhangvi’s  mainstream
integration and merger
with  the Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan for some
sanity to be restored in
Pakistan's view of its

internal  security.  Both
General Ashiag Parvez
Kayami  and — General
Raheel Sharf helped

establish clarity on the
integral role of sectarian
harmony in Pakistan. The
post-2016 regime has not
reversed course on that
clarity, but has failed to
establish and sustain an

Focusing on people’s problems

We are in the most
unfortunate  age  of
Pakistan's political histo-
ry where every political
elitity is trying o appease
non-demaocratic  forces.
From a pliant prime min-
ister to the ‘revolution-
ary’ opposition  leader,
eveéryone is trying to
reach the height ofgﬂat-
tery.

For them, appeasement
15 the only way to enter
the power corridors of the
country. Therefore, they
do noi want to take any
conerete action that might
help alleviate the suffer-
ing of more than 220 mil-

lion people of this coun-
try., who are being
crushed under rising

inflation -and poverty,
falling living standards,
paucity of basic amenilies
and the terrible spectre of
hunger and starvation
But our political elite —
from PM Shehbaz Shanf
to Imran Khan - is not
bothered about it The
former is adding to the
woes of the people by
upening the Nood gate of
inflation, while the Tatter
15 busy spending billions
of rupees on holdin
pelitical gatherings an
protests. )

It is believed that in the
past, rulers and politi-
Clans were I‘E'U{:laﬂt [14]
carty oul any anti-peaple
agenda for fear of the
people’s reaction. The
ruling elite would not
resorf to frequent price
hikes, fearing it could
infuriate people, prompr-
ing them o take to the
streets and  weakening
these rulers’ hold  on
power. Even the most
popular leaders could not
dare to take steps that
might create resentment

among the people and
would keep an eve on the
issues faced by ordinary
Pakistanis. For instance,
when, in 1953, the
Khawaja  MNazimuddin
{wwrnmem was rocked
by allegations that it was
involved in  creating
wheat shortages, the then
prime minister had to
resign. )

People’'s issues also
dominated the politics of
Ayub Khan where nog
only the w{;rkml;_; class
fiercely auarded their
interests but other ordi-
nary Pakistanis were also
conscious of their rights
and ready to protect
them. When the dictator
increased the prices of
wheat and sugar. it creat-
ed a political storm

rompling the late poel

ahib Jalib to criticize
the ruler whose pro-rich
olicy had  wreaked
avoe with the lives of
millions of Pakistanis,
forcing them to live in
poverty. It was during this
time that the famous “22
families’ term was popu-
larized by some pro-peo-
ple intellectuals and pocts
wha held the elite class
responsible for the suffer-
ing of millions of citi-
ZEns.

Such policy did not go
unnaticed  and  people
resisted it at all forums.
Students, workers, peas-
ants. trade  unions,
WoTlen's organizations,
professional TS,
poets, intellectuals and
several other sections of
society got united o chal-
lenge the mizhty dictator-
ship of Ayub, ‘taking to
the streets and crificizing
him to the extent that he
finally resigned and was
sent packing in an uncer-

SMORIGLS Way .
During ZA Bhutta's
time, politics on people's

issues seemed to  be
everyvwhere, and these
problems  took  prece-

dence over everyihing
else. The morale of an
ordinary person was high,
and s'he was ready to go
to any extent to protect
the few gains s’he made
since the decline of Ayub.
But, unfortunately,
Bhutto  unnecessarl
dragged religion into pol-
itics, infuriating clerics
and resorting to sledge-
hammer tactics against
those who advised him to
stick to the manifesto of
the partyv. His policies
strengthened the religious
right-wing that managed
to topple his government
with the help of a dictator
whose regime heralded
the death of pro-people
politics in Pakistan.
Zia patronized reli-
gious organizations and
romoted sectarian out-
its. This policy depoliti-
cized people, prompting
them 1o focus on the
issues that were not con-
cerned with day-to-day
life. The use uf'rsﬂigiun as
a political tool seemed to
be the order of the day
Zia created a number of
organizations that still
have the potential 1o
change the entire political
discourse within no time
through their militant agi-
tation or violent tactics.
PML- founder
MNawaz Shanf and other
political  leaders  who
came after General Zia
tried to follow his legacy,
introducing  regressive
laws, and did Dtfle to
undernine the religious
and sectarian organisa-
tions that hampered the

democratic development
and growth of the coun-
try. Like Zia. they also
patronized such groups in
a bid to enhance their
vote bank. Such policy
boomeranged on  the
right-wing Pumab-based
political party with some
extremists targeting  the
arty in a lethal way.
MWawaz was attacked at a
religious seminary when
a seminary student hurled
a shoe ai him. Another
PML-N  leader Ahsan
Igbal  nearly  escaped
death when he was shot at
a political gﬁthcnr!% )
The reconciliation
between the PPP and
PML-NM in the late 2004{0s
led to hopes that the reli-
gious right-wing would
be undermined, but the
advent of Tmran Khan on
the political honzon once
again gave space to this
section. Many from the
Jamaat-e-Islami and other
religious factions ]qumed
the PTI during the last 20
VEears, es?eclall}- after
2011, swifing the party
with obscurantist forces,
Khan started emploving
religion as a tool for
political purposes. He
undertook & number of
measures that appeased
the religious right - from
Darul Tloom Haggania to
the urban middle class
with conservalive inclina-
Hom, )
Political discourse
once again shifted from
day-to-day problems to
refigious topics. Instead
of coming up with any
concrete  policies  that
could have exiended sup-
ort o millions  of
akistams who were con-
demned to live a life of
abject h!m'erri;, Khan, as
the PM of the country,

By Abdul Sattar

offered religious sermons
at a time when his party
members and allies were
allegedly siphoning off
taxpayers’ money right
under his nose.

From the PTI to PML-
M, ANP o PPP. JUI-F 1o
JUP, all political parties
seem to have given up
Rlaus to serve the people

one of them is interest-
ed in solving the myriad
of mundane issues that
matter in the lives of mil-
lions. All of them want to
raise religious, national
or ethnic 1ssues that can-
not  address  poverty,
inflation, shelter and
unemployment. It 1s this
attitude of the main-
stream political parties
that has disappointed the

nle,

pe%'l-& Awami Workers
Party, Hagoog-e-Khalg
Party, Commumst Party
of Pakistan, MNational
Party, Red Workers Front,
the Struggle Group, the
International  Socialist,
Pakistan Mazdoor Kissan
Party, Pakistan Mazdoor
Ittehad and a few other
left-wing  groups.  are
among  those  political
entities that are still rais-
ing the basic issues of the

ople. From land-grab-
ing in Karachi to cli-
mate-related catastrophes
in Gilgit-Baltistan and
[rom unbearable inflation
to privatization of state-
run entities, they are
vehemently opposing the
policies of the govern-
ment which is creating
problems for the people
Also, these parties are
also trving 10 address
gender- and  minorilty-
related issues, but, unfor-
tunately, nope of these
parties is part of main-
stream politics.

A war foretold

5 Mato
holds i3
Summit  in
Madrid on
June 28-30,
the war in Ukraine is tak-
ing center stage. During a
pre-Summit June 22 talk
with Politico, MNato's
Secretary General Jens
Stoltenberg bragged
about how well-prepared
Mato was for this fight
because, he said: “This
was an invasion that was
redicted, foreseen by our
intelligence  services.™
Stoltenberg was falking
about  Western  intelli-
gence predictions in the
months leading up to the
February 24  inwvasion,
when Russia insisted it
wis not going to attack
Stoltenbere,  however,
could well have been
talking about predictions
that went back not just
months before the inva-
sion, but decades.

Stoltenberg could have
looked all the way back to
when the USSR was dis-
solving, and highlighted a
1990 State Department
mema waming that creat-
ing an ‘anti-Soviet coali-
tion' of MNato countries
along the LISSR's border
“woutld be perceived very
negatively by the
Soviels”

Stoltenberg could have
reflected on the conse-
guences of all the broken
promises by Western offi-
gials that Nato would not
expand eastward
Secretary of State James
Baker’s famous assur-
ance to Soviet President
Gorbachey was ]|ust_ ane
example.  Declassified
LS, Soviet, German,
British and French docu-
ments lp-:ss.:ed by the
Nationa Security

Archive reveal mulliple
assurances by Western
leaders to Gorbachey and
other  Soviet  officials
throughout the process of
German  unification in
1990 and 1991.

The WNWato Secretary
General  could have
recalled the 1997 letter by
30 prominent fomlgn[:! [-
icy . experts. calling
President Clinton’s plans
to enlarge NATO a policy
error of ‘historic propor-
tions' that would ‘unsettle
European stahrg:il:;-'. But
Clinton had already made
a commilment 10 invile
Poland into the club,
reportedly oul of concern
that saying ‘no’ 1o Poland
would” lose him critical
Polish-American votes in
the Midwest in the 1996
election.

Stoftenberg could have
remembered  the predic-
tion made by George
Kennan, the intellectual
father of US containment
aollc}' during the Cold

‘ar, when Nato moved
ahead and incorporated
Poland, the  Czech
Republic and Hungary in
1998, 'In a New York
Times interview, Kennan
called Nato expansion a
“tragic - mistake”  that
marked the beginning of
a new Cold War, and
warned that the Russians
would “gradually  react
guite adversely

After seven  morne
Eastern European _coun-
tries joined NATO in
2004, ingluding the Baltic
states of Estonia. Latvia
and Lithuaniaich, which
had actually been part of
the former Soviet Union,
the hostility increased
further. Stoltenberg could
have just considered the
words of President Putin

hamsell, who smid on
many occasions that Mato
enlargement represented
" Serous  provocation”
In 2007, at the Munich
Secunty Conference;
Putin asked. “What hap-
pened to the assurances
our  Western  partners
made after the dissolution
of the Warsaw Pact?”
But it was the 2008
Mato Summit, when MNato
ignored Russia's vehe-
ment  opposition  and
promised that Ukraine
would join MNato, that
really set off alarm bells,
William Bums, then US
ambassador 1o Moscow,
senl an urgent memo to

Secretary  of  State
Condoleezza Rice
“Ukraimian  entry  into

Mato is the brightest of all
redlines for the Russian
elite (not just Putin),” he
wrote. “In more than two
and a half years of con-
versations  with  key
Russian players, from
knuckle-draggers in the
dark recesses of the
Kremlin  to  Putin's
sharpest liberal critics, |
have yet to find anyone
whe views Ukraine in
Mato as anything other
than a direct challenge to
Russian inlerests.”

Instead of compre-
hending the danger of
crossing “the hrightest of
all redlines™, President
George W Bush persisted
and pushed through inter-
nal ~ opposition  within
Mate to proclaim, in
2008, that Ukraime would
indeed be granted mem-
bership, but at an unspec-
ified date. Stoltenberg
could well have traced
the present conflict back
to that Nato Summit - a
Summit  that took place
well betore,

Politics of defections

0O Wer
politics has
once again

; shown us
its ugly face in the last
few days. Power poli-
tics is all about power,
privilege, position and
monegy with no room
for 1deology. Such pol-
itics promotes political
corruption and oppor-
tunism. That is what
we  are wnnesmlﬁ
right now. The P
wants to retain power
through any means and
the opposition wants
to oust it via any
means.

Many  lawmakers
who contested the
2018 general elections
on the PTI ticket have
decided to ditch the
ruling ]'lJﬂ]T}-'. It may be
remembered that the
PTI leadership was
happy  when many
electables ditched the
PML-N and PPP to
oin the PTI before the
2018 elections. The
current tuling party
had at the time made
all sorts of compro-
mises lo gain power.
And now opposition
pariies are doing the
same, relying on the
same Feople to ousl
the PTI E,m'ernment
that had brought the
PTI to power.

We need principled
and  ideology-bhased
politics to strengthen
democracy and poli-
tics in Pakistan.
Political opportunism
and corruption will

further erode the cred-
ibility of the democrat-
IC Process.

‘hile it was the
beneficiary of defec-
tions in 2018, the PTI
is now crying foul and
accusing the opposi-
tion of indulging in
horse trading and cor-
rupt practices.
Unfortunately, the PTI
failed 1o establish
healthy  democratic
traditions and culture
in the country. And
now opposition parties
are encouraging defec-
tions from within the
PTIL.

Politics of defec-
tions 18 not going to
strengthen democracy,
democratic norms and
the political culiure.
Such  undemocratic
practices and tradi-
tions not only under-
mine  parliamentary
democracy but also
taint the public image
of elected representa-
tives. Both the PPP
and PML-N have suf-
fered in the past due to
the defections. But it
seems they are not
ready to learn lessons
from the past.

The PTI is facing a
revoll as nearly two
dozen members of the
MNational  Assembly
have declared publicly
to side with the oppo-
sition during the vote
of no-confidence.
Different media
reporls are indicating
that more lawmakers
are ready to join hands

with the opposition
parties,

The PTI allies are
closely watching the
developments to make
their own decision. T
seems  that  Prime
Minister Tmran Khan
15 in deep trouble.
Under the present cir-
cumstances. it is not
hard to predict which
side allies are going to
take,

Political defections
are not a new phenom-
enon in Pakistani poli-
tics. We have seen in
the past how parlia-
mentarians have
changed their political
1ﬂyaﬁ}= overnight to
serve  the  Tlarger
national miterest” - or
their suddenly awak-
ened conscience,

Generally, the sea-
son of political defec-
tions  starts a  few
months before the gen-
eral elections. But this
time it started a bit ear-
lier. Manﬁf electables
change political loyal-
ty belore almost every
election. These elec-
tables have no perma-
nent commitment with
atl¥ political party.

he PTI government
13 blaming the opposi-
tion for these defec-
tiong, alleging that
they have been offered
money  and  other
incentives for ther
votes. Such allegations
not only tarmish the
image of elected repre-
sentatives but  also
raise questions on the

integrity.  legilimacy

and transparency of

the electoral process
and politics,

The whaole debate
around the allegations
of horse-trading and
vote selling in the no-
confidence move has
created the impression
that use of money in
the electoral process 15
confined just to the
elections. However,
this is a much more
serious issue, Wealth
15 not just used during
elections but also to
enter into politics. The
fact is that electoral
politics, whether it is
at the umion council
level or within nation-
al and provincial con-
stituencies. is plagued
by money. influence
and power.

The tragedy 15 that
all major political par-
ties indulge in the
same praclice to lure
electables from other
parties 1o strengthen
their position at the
expense of others. Can
political parties justify
the presence of so
many parliamentarians
within their ranks who
have contested every
election on the ticket
of a different party?
There are many par-
liamentarians who
have never contested
two elections from the
platform of a single
party. And yet every
party wanlts Lo
embrace them. It 1s
surprising to see lead-

By Khalid Bhatti

ers who support and
encourage defections
in other parties. but
cry foul when their
own do the same.

What else can we
expect from a political
system that is based on
money, power and
patronage”! When poli-
tics is not based on
ideologies, principles
and a democratic spir-
it, 1t can onlty produce
a culture of political
corTuption, TIERIN
and hgrse tradin F.&Th%
cleansing of a political
system is the responsi-
bility of the political
leadership. But the
leadership of today is
not plaving its role in
this regard,

Pakistan’s democra-
cy 15 stll an ehtist
emocracy. People’s
democracy - or rather
a participatory democ-
racy — 1s still a distam
dream for the people.
The overwhelming
majority of parliamen-
tarians belong to the
chite. And the results
of every election sim-
ply reflect the fact that
parliamentary politics
and the political sys-
tem are controlled by
the elite and privileged
while palitical
activists who belong to
the middle and work-
ing classes have con-
sciously been kept out
of this system. The
working classes and
the poor have been
alienated from this
political system.

Transcending

igtarie
moments  war-
Tant  Iiros pec-
tions and reffec-
fion, The contemporary
pandemic-ridden  world
seams (o be al the cross-
roads.  The prevailing
onslanght  of Covid-EY
againsl  humankind  calls
for a comprehensive con-
templation on whal wen|
wrong in our quest for
modernisation. The pan-
demic has tesulted in an
unprecedented cnsis. the
likes of which the world
has not seen since World
War II. Rather than view-
ing i as a traditonal feec-
ing event, we need w0 mull
over the lessons the pan-
demic is trving o 2ach us,
When deliberating. one
may be forced 1o conclude
that something is: wrong
with what we have been
doing. We shouwldn’t be
ebliviows: of an mevitable
principle: one gets whal
one gives. When we harm
nature, nature harms us
back.

Among all creatures.
humankind is high up the
evolutionarily ladder dus
13 unmalched cognitive
ahilities and  intelfeciual
prowess. These intelleciual
abilities were inherently
simed at distinguishing
good and evil. and regulat-
ing life on earth in a man-
ner that benelits not only
huimans bt thewr surround-

Ings. Paradoxically,
humans have outstepped
and  owtreached  their

assigned  authority  and
overestimated themselves
as an omnipoient entity
enjoving complete impuni-
v of all their activilies

limit

regardless of their impacts
Rather than running the
affairs and wilising the
intellect and bounties in a
just and sustmnable man-
ner. men have badly
embezzled with nature’s
resources at the cost of
destruction of other forms
of life and ol natural
ecosystem. The recently
released UN IPCC's 1ern-

fving sixth assessmeni
report on the anthro-
pogenic  destruction  of

elobal clinate is but a sin-
ele instance of mankind’s
high-handedness  against
their surrounding environ-
meni. Even men didn’y
spare his fellow baings

A few in the 'n'c-rlﬁ hold
majority of the wealth —
the result: millions of peo-
le are carrently consumed
e poverty, hunger and dis-
ense. The rich-poor divide
widens as time passes by
Global poverty and wide-
scale mequality are on the
rise. Laws are made and
broken for and by the nch,
while the poor reman
entangzled n them
Merciless IEOMS  are A
MOrm nﬁﬁu dies of
baing preved and con-
sumedd by capitalist preda-
tors, The ranm ELLF&HI'L‘SI
and perseécutions of the
weak, and the atrocines of
rulers over their subjecls
have surged as fime passes
by The growing scoungs of
terrorism and  extremism,
rismng populism and dema-
goguery, and fascist politi-
cal leadership 15 the new
normal, Mass adulteration,
hoarding, black-marketing,
organised crimes, cheating,
Iving. manipulating,
exploitating  have  afl

Ali Hassan Bangwar
become commaon traits of
our culture =

There is an ever-rising
trend of flattery an
hvpocrisy, while everv-
thing remains centered
around material success.
Morality, ethos, empathy
and compassion are all
considered  as outdated
notions, One might wonder
how 15 MNASA even think-
ing of colomsing Mars il
we have uttertv falled to
leam 1o live peacefully on
earth despite baing hera for
] lenmi s

Though hemous acls
mev  po  unatiended  or
unpunished by our judicial
systemn, we mist realise the
earth has its own svstem of
justice. Floods, droughis.
[orest fires. heat waves.
tsunamis, epidemics, earth-
quakes, torrential rains and
violent voleanic eruplions
are just a few of the conse-
gquences that have come
about due o our actions
COVIDR-19 among other
citachvams questions the
sustainability of the exist-
ing global order and the
underlving prnciples of
globalisation. The pandem-
1c has given humankind the
apportunity o rethink and

orm exisiing socio-polil-
ical and economical orders
in line with principles of
epalitarianizm, eco-lmeamd-
lezsness, compassion and
empathy, Rather than wasi-
iNg rESOUTCES 0N WEeapons,
we must ulilize 11 for the
undemprvileged, the poor
md the weak, Since we
have already prospered
matenallv, we now need to
invest in humanity i we
wani 10 shield ourselves
[rom nature’s.




Nine outlaws rounded
up in Capital

ISLAMABAD
Islamabad Capital term-
tory police have arrest-
ed 09 gutlaws from dif-
ferent areas of the city
and recovered narcolics
and weapons  with
ammunition during the
last 24 hours, a Police
Public Relation Officer
said

He said BILE
(GFeratiDns] Sohail
Zafar  Chatha  had
ordered crackdown
against criminals
Following these orders,
Bhara Kahu Police team
apprehended accused
namely Nisar Khan and
recovered 1425 gram

that,

heroin from him arrested accused
Likewise, Tarmol  Zeeshan ipvolved in
police  during  snap illegal activity, while
checking apprehended Sihala police arrested
two rug  peddiers  accused namely Ghayas
namely Mohsin  and recovered one 30
Shahzad and bore pistol from him.

Muhammad Sardar and
recovered 1600 gram
heroin from their pos-

Cases against all the
rl{uhlnﬂlv::_d_al:l.:l.lﬁtd have
been registered and fur-

SEESi0n. _ ther investigation is
Similarly,  Karachi  underway

company police arrest- DIG (Operations)

ed three accused name-  Sohail Zafar Chatha

Iy M™oman Hussamn,
Muhammad Ahmed and
Waheed Khan and
recovered two 30 bore
istols with ammunition
Tom their possession.
Bam  Gala  police

ordered 1o intensify the
crackdown. “Safety and
security of the citizens
15 our foremost priority
and no laxity will be
tolerated in this regard”
he added INP

Political, military leadership
agree to hold talks with TTP

ISLAMABAD:  The

litical and military
eadership has agreed to
hold  talks  with  the
banned Tehreek-e-

Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
within the framework of
the constitution.

The talks will be over-
seen by a parliamentary
steering _ committee.
Cases against the banned
movement will not be
withdrawn while FATA
integration will not be
roll back.

_The PTI in Parliament
did not attend the parlia-
mentary cominitiee on
national security, while
Baloch leaders said there
should be talks with those
who went to the moun-
lains

According o sources,
the sixth in-camera meet-
g of the Parliamentary
Committee on MNational
Security was held on
Tuesday under the chair-
manship of  Prme
Minister Shahbaz Sharf
in which political, mili-
tary and parliamentary
leadership participated.
__The meeting discussed
important issues includ-
ing the overall national
security situation in the
country. According to
sources,  the rime
Minister briefed the com-
mittee on the current sifu-
ation in the country while
the military leadership
briefed the parliamentary
commities on he secunty
situation-and the progress
of the talks with the TTP

They informed all the
backgrounds i which

this series of 1alks started
and briefed on the dura-
tion of the talks so far. the
meeting  was  informed
that the meeting was
facilitated by the
Government of
Afghanistan  with the
TIP

MNegotiations are under-
way. The negotiatin
committee consists o
government-led civil and
military representatives.
The committee is negoti-
ating within the frame-
work of the Constitution
of Pakistan. During the
briefing, military leader-
ship apprised of the dan-
gers posed al home and
abroad )

The meeting was
informed about the steps
taken 1o address (he
threats (o the security of
the country and the
administrative matters on
the Pakistan-Afghanistan
border. )

The  meetin was
informed that %akistan
has playved a verv respon-
sible and positive role for
peace and stability in
Afshanistan.

_ Pakistan' wall continue
its constructive role for
peace and stability in
Afghanistan, it was hoped
that the territory of
Afghanistan will not be

the participanis of the
meeting

It was stated by the
political leadership in the
meeting that Pakistan's
efforts and sacrifices in
the war against terrorism
were recognized by the
world. .
The political leadership
said that peace was
restored in the country
thanks to the unparalleled
sacrifices of the Pakistani
nation and the Armed
Forces of Pakistan ;

The political leadership
expressed  satisfaction
with™ the strategy and
progress made.
According to sources, il
was decided in the meet-
ing thal no one's cases
would be disposed ofT

Those who have cases
will face the courts A
rehabilitation program For
those sitting on the other
side will be implemented.
The parliamentary com-
mittee will oversee the
negotiation process with
the TTR )

The meeting was
informed that most of the
talks with the TTP have
reached the final stages.
The meeting was attend-
ed by Corps Commander
Peshawar Lieutenant
Cieneral Falz Hameed,
President Azad Kashmir

allowed to be used Barrister Sultan
against Pakistan, sources  Mehmood  Chaodhry,
sand Prime  Minister  Azad

Commander

Corp
Gen, Faz

Peshawar L1

Kashmir Sardar Tanveer
llvas, Foreign Secretary

Hameed and DG ST also  Sohail Mehmood,
gave a briefing. The Mimster of State for
Chief of Army SialT also  Foreign  Affairs. Hina
answered the questions o Rabbam Khar Online

RAWLPIDI:P'HI{ Army officials stand on Gawalmandi nalla

lai bridge and inspection during heavy rain downpour in the

LHC issues detailed

city.

ISLAMARBAID:

the Cabinet at Finan

CMEC improving Pakistan’s
traditional agriculture outlook

ISLAMABAD: There is
a great potential in expand-
ing the value chain of agn-

cultural roducts

Pakistan. It the country

brings average crop
to par with that o

world, Pakistani farmers

can gencrate additional  “We discussed corporate |irm'n::ut has brought about
revenue, says a report pub-  farming, mechanization of
lished by Gwadar Pro on  agriculture.  agriculture
Tuesday. technology mnovation,
In this regard, China potential fields between

Machinery
Corp (CMEC) is playi
vital raole in . hel
Pakistan change its 1t

tional agriculiural outlook
mechaniza-
tion and agricultural tech-
or crop yield

and embrace

nologies
HMprovement.

ai Bao. Leader of the

Agriculture  Project

Pakistan rice export
increases nearly

BEIIMNG: Pakistan's exp
rice to China crossed 2
million in the first five m

of FY21/22, up 973 percent

vear on year, Pakistan rem

one -;I}I‘ the major broken rice
suppliers to China, Gwadar Pro
General
Administration of Customs of
the People’s Republic of China

reported quoting

{GACC

Badar uz Zaman, Commercial
d the ~ Pakistani
Embassy in Beijing, said that
currently broken rice, especially
IRRI-6, IRRI-%, and Semi or

Counselor  of

whodly milled rige are the

vanefies of rce exported 1o

China while Basmali and
topr varieties shll need o

hard to capture the Chinese mar-

ket

Engingering

Federal T\Iilliste; for Finance and Revenue T\Til't:lh Ismail
presided over the meeting of the Economic Coordination Committee (ECC) of

ce Division.

CMEC in Pakistan, held a  (
meeting with semior PPP in
leader  and  ex-Senator  Sindh.
in Sehar Kamran on Monday
and discussed innovative
farming and agriculture
cooperation between China
and Pakistan.

reld

expected
the

hina and Pakistan, etc.”. nization
Mr. Dai told Gwadar Pro.

Both leaders agreed that
there was a greal potential
for corporate farming in
chili; cotton, oil seads, and
animal fodder.

In fact, CMEC has suc-
ceeded in establishing six
model farms uwnder the
Pakistan-China Red Chilli

ng a
prig

radi- between

of

ort of
T1.56
onths

"Last Year, China imported
973 000 tons of rice worth $437
million from Pakistan Seven
new Pakistan rice exporters have
been added to the approved list
which has risen to 53'in 2021

China relaxed import restric-
tions on_ Pakistani rice which
helped nice expont to China",

Pakistan

ained

aboul

He believes that within a few
i,'ears Pakistan will become the
arj*g,es.t rice exporter to China.

n the first five months, bro-
ken rice, commodity code
(10064080, crossed about $42
million, an increase of nearly
865 26% as compared with lasi
year, which was 3432 million,
Sermu or wholly milled rice,
commadity code (100630200,
reached $T32 million, according

ken rice,
million
main

other
wiork

ATC sends MQM leader
Babar Ghauri on 7-day
physical remand

KARACHI: An anti-
terrorism court (ATC) in
Karachi on  Tuesday
handed over Muttahida
Chaumi Movemenl
(MOM) leader Babar
Khan Ghaur to police on
T-dav physical remand

Babar Khan Ghauri
was arrested by police on
Monday nizght minutes
after he landed at Karachi
airport while returning
from the United Siates
ending  his  seven-vear
self-exile. .

Amid strict secunty
arrangements, the police
on Tuesday produced for-

judgment on five reserved
seats of Punjab Assembly

LAHORE: The Lahote
High Court (LHC) on
Tuesday = issued  its
detailed judagment over
five reserved seats of the
Punjab Assembly, _

In its 13-page verdict,
the high court has erdered
the Election Commission
of Pakistan to  notify
members  on  reserved
sgats  of  the Pumjab

(LHCY in ils decision on
Jume 27, Monday directed
the Election Commission
ol Pakistan (ECP) 1o noti-
fy members on reserved

seating of PTI MPAs over
voting
Shahbaz during the chief
minister’s election,

seals  of  the

Assembly

for Hamza

Punjab

The LHC has directed
the Additional Registrar
to dispatch ihe high court

filed a petition
Samuel Yagoob and oth-
ers secking an order over
the reserved seats from

mer federal minister and
leader of the Muttahida
Craumi Movemenl
iMOM)  Babar  Khan
Gihauri before an anti-ter-
rorsm coutt (ATC)
During the court hear-
!r% today, the police
informed ‘the court that
the former federal minis-
ter was arrested in a ter-
ronsm case registered in

seats of the Punjab  order 1o the election com- | 2015 .
Assembly  which  fell  mission forthwith, Ghauri  rejected  the
vacant following the de- Ali Zafar Advocate had | allegations levelled

from | agamst him by  Saulat
Mirza. He also pleaded
with the court to order the

police to provide him

Assembl

The LHC has directed
the Additional Registrar
to dispatch the high court
order ta the election com-
mission forthwith

Ali Zafar Advocate had
filed a petiion from
Samuel Yagoob and oth-
ers seeking an order gver
the reserved seats from
the high cowt.

While Azhar Siddique
has also filed a petition
lrom Zainab Umair over
delay in notification on

The ECP should imme-
diately notify the mem-
bers on reserved seats, the
LHC bench said while
hearing a plea filed by
PTI lawmakers.

It is pertinent to men-
tion here that the Pakistan
Tehreek-i-1nsaf (PT1) had
approached LHC over
nominating new members
on the vacanmt reserved
seats of the Punjab
Assembly )

In s 13-page verdicl
the high court has ordere

the high court.

While Azhar Siddigue
has also filed a petition
from Zainab Umair over
delay in notification on
five reserved seats of the
provincial assembly.

The Lahore High Court
(LHC) in its decision on
June 27, Monday directed
the Election Commission
of Pakistan { ECF) to noti-
fy members on reserved
seats  of  the leilab
Assembly  which Tell
vacant following the de-

with medicines.

To this, the ATC
ordered police to provide
medical  lacilities  to
MOM leader

Later, the ATC handed
over Babar Ghauri to
police on seven-day phys-
ical remand and
adjourned further pro-
ceedings ull July 12

ThebSim.!h High Courl
{SHC) Tuesday extended
protective bail to Ghauri
fll July 4 in two sepa-
rate cases related to cor-

live reserved seals of the
provincial assembly ol
The Lahore High Court

the Election Commission
Pakistan
members

to notify  wvoting  fos

on  reserved

seating of PTI MPAs over
2 Hamza
Shahbaz during INP

ruption reference and
money laundering,

Committee on missing persons

reiterates

commitment to resolve matter

ISLAMABAD: The cabinet’s
sub-committed on missing persons
on Tuesday reiterated its commit-
ment to resolve the issue of missing
persons as soon as possible, kee
im0 view the seriousness of the
issue. The second meeting of the
cabinet sub-committee on Enforced
Disappearances and Missing
Persons was held here under the
chairmanship of Federal Minister
for Law and Justice, Senator Azam
Mazir Tarar The meeting was
attended by Federal Minister for
Mantime Affairs Faisal Sabzwan,
Federal Minister for Poverty
Alleviation Shazia  Mari and
Interior Ministry  officials. Former
Senator Farhatullah Babar partici-
pated in the meeting on special
invitation and put forward his sug-
gestions o the commitlee (o
resolve the issue of missing per-
song Federal Minister for Maritime

Affairs Faisal Sabzwan also put his
stiggestions before the
committee. The committee once
again expressed its commitment to
resolve the issue of missing per-
soms as soom as possible According
to the press release, it was agreed to
ensure the participation of all
stakeholders in the forthcoming
meetings of the committee. i
Human rights activists working
©I Missing persons, representatives
of human nights organizations and
representatives of state institutions
would also be invited to attend
future meetings Federal Minister
for Human Rights Mian Riaz
Hussain  Pirzada, Chairperson
Rights Group Defense of Human
Righis Pakistan Amna Masood
Jamjua, Senator Tahir Bizenjo and
Ameer Haider Khan Hoti from
Awami National Party would also
be invited 1o attend the next meel-

ing of the committee. The next
meeting of the committee would be
held on Thursday (July 14) at 3
p.m.The committee once again
expressed  Its  commitment  to
resolve the issue of missing per-
sons s soon as possible. -

According to the press release, it
was agreed to ensure the parnicipa-
tion of all stakeholders in the forth-
coming meetings of the committes.

Human rights activists working
On MIssing persons, representatives
of human rghts organizations and
representatives of state institutions
would also be invited to attend
future meetings.Federal Minister
for Human Rights Mian Riaz
Hussain  Pirzada, Chairg&ers.ﬂn
Righis Group Defense of Human
Rights Pakistan Amna Masood
Janjua, Senator Tahir Bizenjo and
Ameer Haider Khan Fotr from
Awami National Party. INP

The court accepted his
application and extended
profective bail. The SHC
also sought details of
ongoing inguinies  and
cases against  MOM
leader The  court  also
issped notices to IGP

Sindh Police, NAB.INP Finance Division,

Contract Farming Project
Punjab

With nearly two years of
operation. the
to produce an
estimated 700 tons of dried
chilli. Besides. the chilli

000 jobs and training
opportunities for 200 loca
technicians.“We  discussed
corporate farming, mecha-
| of agriculiure,
agriculture :
innovation, potential fields

Pakistan. etc.”,
told Gwadar Pro.

Both leaders agreed that
there was a great potential
for corporate farming in
chili. cotton, oil seeds. and
animal fodder. INP

to China
10pc

Badar L'z Zaman said that
Pakistan is using traditional and
especially social media plat-
forms here 1o raise awareness
Pakistani 1
Chinese market
{ He beligves that within a few
Badar mentioned i.'cars Pakistan will become the

an[ges! rice exporter to China

n the first five months, bro-
commaodity
(10064080, crossed abour 542
an increase of nearly

B65.26% as compared with last
ear, which was 54.32 million
Semi or wholly milled rice,
commodity code (10063020),
reached $132 million, according
to GACC data received by
Pakistan INP
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CONSULTING SERVICE  (IPIBCC FIRM)
Counry’  Pakistan
Proset Balochistan Human Capital Investment Project
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Aszgnment Tile; Hiring of Implamenting Partne/BCC Firm to Increase
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Thie Islamic Repubiic of Pakislan kas rcesed fnancing from S World
Bark kemard e cost of {he Bitlochistan Human Cagital Investment Project
[Heaith Component), and interds o apply part of the procesds for
mplemantatianalils Socialé Benaviowr Change Communicalisn aspects
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af community level, BCC sessans &t pimject covered schools and clustess,
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i District Quetta. Pishin, Kila Abduliah and Chaga, and snsuring Tl
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Tha Terms of Referenca (TOR) for the primary peocurement stage for e
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Alrpart Road Cuetia

The Propet Managemnent Unit, Baochstan Human Capital nvestment
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past Byears (Proiect completion cerfifcales for completed progects should ba
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fiand may aso b ghan.|.
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Monsoon
downpours lashes
Islamabad, other
parts of country

ISLAMABAD: Monsoon down-
pours lashed at different parts of
the country including Tslamabad,
Rawalpindi, Sialkot, and others on
Tuesday,

"r‘i"eatier in federal capital and
Rawalpindi turned the weather
pleasant after rainfall with strong
wind. While Rain-wind-thunder-
shower in other parts of the coun-
trv  like  areas of Sindh,
Balochistan, Kashmir, upper
Punjab  and upper Khvber
Pakhtunkhwa made weather p?eas—
ant

As per a spokesperson of met
office, the rans will continue dur-
ing the next twelve to twenty four
hours. He said rainfall of 72 mm
has been recorded 1o Islamabad
and 6 mm m Rawalpindi

According 1o rescue 1122 offi-
cials, the water level has reached
the dangerous level at Nullah Leh
in Rawalpindi. Tt is flowing al
eighteen feet at the place of
Katarian and above fourteen leel at
Gawalmandi,

Commissioner Rawalpindi Noor
ul Amin Mengal also visited the
Mullah Leh and reviewed the
arrangements made there to deal
with any emergency situation.

Fain oured  in - Murree,
Wazirabad, Gujrat, Sialkot and
others cities while thundershower
is also expected in Karachi

Earlier, at least seven people
were killed and 20 other were
wounded in rain-related incidents
in difterent parts of Balochistan
including the provincial camial
Chretta on Monda

The torrential  rains  played
havoce provincial capital where six
petsons, including three women,
died as roofs and walls of several
houses collapsed in Sanab area of
Cheetta. Several localities of the
provincial capital are also without
electricity while roads were sub-
merged under rainwater INP

Nation observes
martyrdom
anniversary

of Captain Karnal
Sher Khan

ISLAMABAD: The 23rd mar-
tyrdom anniversary of Kargil War
hero, Captain Karnal Sher Khan
Shaheed Nishan-e-Haider is being
observed on Tuesday He was born
in district Swabi of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa 1n 1970 During the
Karml conflict on the Line of
Control in 1999, he emersed as the
symbol of courspe and nflicted
heavy losses on the Indian forces,
while defending the lve siralecic
Fnsls at the hel:_:-fu ol 17,000 feet in

iultray He was martyred on this

dav in 1999 yallanty defending
the motherland and was demrateﬁ
with country s INF

PTI writes to SC

agai

nst Hamza

Shehbaz’s ‘relief

P

ackage’

ISLAMABAD
Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI1) has written a
letter to the Supreme
Court (8C) of Pakistan

According to details,
FTI leader Fawad
Chaudhry wrote a letter
to the Remistrar of the
SC to take notice of the

to take notice of the relief package
‘relief package’ announced by Hamza
announced by Hamza Shehbaz The package

Shehbaz ahead of the
by-polls on 20 Pumnjab
Assembly seats

is an effort o rig by-
elections on July 17 in

2
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Quality education, character building of students
imperative for prosperity: President

SWARBL: President Dr Anf Alvi here Tuesday said that quality education and character building of students
were imperative for progress and prosperity of the country.
Addressing the 26th convocation of Ghulam Ishag Khan Institute of Science and Technology, Topi Swabi,
the president said besides [slam, our nch culture, history and the society had laid great emphasis on education
and character building of students and educational institutions should focus in this direction to make the coun-

try economically strong,

Eulogizing the educational services of GIK Institute of Science and Technology Top, he said the parents
should also deserve appreciations for enabling their children to read in the country™s top educational institutes

Hie said those parents, who visited abroad for employment had a great desire to concentrate on character
building and personality development of their children, adding additional responsibilities laid on the guardians
and teachers to focus on character development of all students whose parents were working overseas.

The president said he was a chancellor of about 40 10 42 universities having a close contact with the senate
and executive board of GIK Institute and found that this premier educational mstitution was going in the righ

direction

He urged students to recite the famous Dua (praver) of the Holy Prophet Hazrat Mosa (AS) on which He

Rupee slips
against US dollar

KARACH! Contmaing its upward
trajectory against the US dollar in the
inferbank market for the last three ses-
sions, the rupee on Tuesday remstered
a downward trend in the mterbank
market amid unconfirmed reports sug-
sesting a r:lelar{‘1 in resumption of the
nternational Monetary Fund (IME)
progranune.

According to the forex dealers, the
greenback gained Rsl 84 in the inter-
Eank markel against mupee during
intraday trading on Tuesday. The U
dollar was trading at Rs20625 against
local currency at 12:25% pm.

However, in the open market. the
US dollar is being sold between Rs207
to 2018 The local unit closed at
204.536 the other day, registering an
appreciation of Rs0D.29 or 0714%
against the US dollar INP

PPP observing
‘Black Day’ on
45th anniversary
of 1977 coup

ISLAMABAD: Bilawal Bhutto
Zardan said on Tuesday that the coun-
i—? 15 fighting the remains of Zia-ul-

aq Today marks the 45th anniver-
sary of Zid-ul-Haq's coup on Zulfiqar
Al Bhutto's government,

Charrman of Pakistan Peoples Party
Bilawal Bhutto Zardan issued a state-
ment on the 45th anniversary of mili-
tary - general Zia-ul-Hag's coup on a
democratically elected government.
July 5, 1977, is the darkest day in
Pakistan's history, he said.

The PPP Chairman said that 43
years ago on this day, the first elected
Prime Minister of Pakistan was oust-
ed The Zig-ul-Hag's regime birthed
the extremist and Kalashnikov culture
in the country, he added.

Bilawal added that the people of
Pakistan fought against Zia-ul-Hag's
fascist regime steadfasily. The country
has not siill recovered from the dam-
aged Zia-ul-Hag caused during his 11-
yvear-long unconstitutional regime

The PPP had anpounced to term
July 5 as a black day. Pakistan
People’s  Party  (PPP) Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa  former  president
Huma_'[-un Khan has termed July 5 as
the black day in the history of
Pakistan, when the undemocratic
forces trampled the Constitution of
Pakistan and imposed dictatorshipINP

COVID-19:
Pakistan’s
positivity ratio
drops to 3.45pc

ISLAMABAD: The COVID-19
positivity ratio in  Pakistan has
dropped to 3 45per cent as the country
rearm'ted 653 new cases during the last
24 howrs, the data released by the
National Institute of Heahh (NIH)
showed on Tuesday .

According to NIH, a total of 18 950
samples were tested, out of which 653
tumed out to be positive,

The national positivity rate now
stands at 3 45per cent, the NIH said,
adding that country reported no
{‘{swc[%related death “in the fast 24
hours .

Tt added that 162 ])-Eg}pﬁ' are in criti-
cal condition Meanwhile, surprisingly,
Karachi’s COVID-19 positive ratio
has dropped down to 7.92% in a single
day even though it was recorded at
20.61% a day earlier.INP

NCOC urges
people to stay
indoors during

Eid holidays

ISLAMABAD:  The  Mational
Command and Operation Cenlre
E}\ICO_C} Tuesday issued fresh guide-
ings in view of the upcoming Eidul
Azha, urging people te follow the
standard operatin g{'ucedures (S0Ps)
to prevent Covid-19 infection

"he forem has advised the people to
stay indoors during the Eid holidays
and observe precaulionary measures
i view of the nsing trend of Covid
cases, It has been advised to under-
take minimal necessary travel dunng
Eid holidays as the risk of a new wave
was imminent” INP

L] - ..“:._s
ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi givin
Convoeation ceremony of Ghulam Ishag Kﬁ

away medals to the position holders during the 26th
an Institute of Engineering and Technology.

Qureshi says he will
never rejoin PPP

MULTAN: Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PT1) Vice-Chairman
Shah Mahmood Qureshi has
rejected rumours regarding his
inclusion in Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP} and meeting with
Asif Al Zardari, ARY  News
reported. )

_ Addressing a comer meeting
in connection with the upcom-
ing by-poll in PP-217 Multan,
the former foreign minister has
denied a claim made by Leader
of the Opposition " in  the
Mational Assembly Raja Riaz
rPe arding his inclusion i the

“I am part of the PTI family
and the vice-captain of Imran
Khan,” he said while rejecting
FUMOUrS

Mr Qureshi said he fell awk-
ward by calling Raja Riaz as the
apposition leader. “1 reject the
claims of Raja Riaz and will
never rejoin the PPP” he said.

He claimed that PML-N
supremo Mawaz Sharif and PPP
co-chairman Asif All Zardari
offered him to join their parties

before joining the PTI1.

The PT1 leader also accused
the PML-N-led Punjab govern-
ment of using stale machinery
in  by-elections. “The state
machinery 15 being used in the
by-election on the directions of
Hamza Shehbaz but the PTI
would not allow pre-poll rllg-
ging in the by-election,” he
added It is pertinent to mention
here that by-polls on 20 vacant
seals of Punjab Assembly will
be held on July 17 For the hg'-
election in PP-217 Multan. the
PML-MN has fielded Naeem, who
was de-seated by the Election
Commission for voting against
his party, PTI's direction in the
chief minister Punjab elec-
tion Against him is  Shah
Mahmood Qureshi’s son, Zain
Qureshi, who is PTIs candi-
dateIn the 2018 genéral elec-
tfion, PP-217 was won by
Muhammad Salman  MNaeem,
who contested independently
after he was refused a ticket by
the PTI. He defeated P'T1's Shah
Mahmood Qureshi INP

Speakers denounce
India for using black

laws to suppress press
freedom in IIOJK

[SLAMABAD:; Speakers at a

webinar  hosted by Kashmir
Institute of International Relations
KIIR) and ‘Word Mushim
ongress  (WMC)  stronuly

denounced the Modi government
forusing black laws like TUAPA to
suppress. press freedom and dis-
sent in the Indian illegally oceu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir

The webmar titled "UAPA: A
hanging sword on journalists and
human rights defenders in 10K
was organised on the sidelines of
the 50th session of LM human
Rights Council in Geneva.

The webinar was addressed by
noted human nghts activists, aca-
demicians and law experts from
different Prof, [Dr  Amina
Mehmood of International
Islamic University, Director LFK

Advocate Nasir Oadri and Owais
Bin Wasi acting Dean of social
sCience Rafiha University
Advocate Rehana Ali UK others
and  mioderated by the KIIR
Chairman Altaf Hussain Wam

In his initial remarks the KIR
chief while referming to Modi gov-
ermment’s systematic clampdown
on  civil society, journalists,
human rights defenders and polit-
cal activists in Indian illegally
occupied Jammu and Kashmir
said thal the occupation authori-
ties have been using so-called
anti-terror laws as _a weapon to
silence the voices of dissent in the
occupied territory. He said that in
addition to PSA. AFSPA and other
draconian laws. the decades old
anti-terror law JAPA was being
used by India as a weapon INF

Peoples bus service

routes to be expanded
to Clifton, DHA

KARACHI On the demand
of citizens, the Sindh transpor

department  has  decided 1o
expand the routes of the
People’s  Intra-District  Bus
Service in Karachi.

According te  details, the

People's Bus Service will soon
start its services on Clifton
Defence and Gulshan-e-Hadeed
routes y

This decision has been taken
in a meeting chaired by Sindh
Minister or  Information,
Transport and Mass Transit
Sharjeel Inam Memon on
Monday, The meeting also
agreed to further increase the
routes of People’s Bus Service
in Larkana city

According o & slatement,
there will be four routes of
People’s  Bus  Service  in

Larkana and the deputy com-

o A (] ..* =
ISLA

missioner has been piven the
task of planning and submitting
Ihf:lpmposai ol new routes,

“It was also decided in the
meeting  that Peoples Intra-
District Bus Service will star
its operations in Larkana from
July 16 with a fleet of |6
buses,”

On this occasion, Transport
Minister Sharjeel Tnam Memaon
has directed I!['Iv.;". National Radio
Transmission Company (NRTC)
to finalise the additional routes
of Karachi city in consultation
with independent experts within
twi days

He also ordered the instal-
lation of RTS system In
People’s Bus Service by
August 25, as it will equip
the buses with the facility of
real-time tracking, Wi-Firand
CCTV cameras. HLR'JP

o N

MABAD: Federal Minister for National Health Services Abdulgadir Patel talking

LI;Iazrat Mosa AS) had praved Allah Almighty to open his chest by granting self-confidence. contentment and
ldness and ease his task, and make loose knot (the defect) from his tongue so that they understand his speech.

=

He said everything could be achieved in life by strictly adhering to this famous Dua of Hazrat Musa (AS)
The president said cases of Islamphobia had been increased in the neigbouring eastern country,

He said that Pakistan was create 1 [ .
who created an independent state for the Muslims of Subcontinent in

on the basis of two-nation theo

r}'}and today’s the vision of fore fathers,
i

e shape of Pakistan was proved correct

after witnessing rising cases of lslamophiba and human rights violations against minorities especially Musling

in the neighouring eastern country

The president smd %n:at freedom fighters Syed Ahmad Shaheed and Shah Ismail had embraced Shahadat
g

{martyrdom} while fi

iting for independence of Muslims against colonial rulers and Sikhs at Balakot

He said renaissance movement started by the great Sir Syed Ahmad Khan for education, social and political

empowerment of Muslims was carried forward

by poet of The east Dr Muhammad Igbal and successfully con-

cluded by father of the nation, Quaid e Azam \-%u tammad Ali Jinah in the shape of Pakistan on August 14,
1947 He said Pakistan was creaved after a lot of sacrifices and it was responsibility of all of us including stu-
dents 1o work tirelessly for its strengthening and prosperity INP

Govt plans to switch
1.2 million tube-wells
to solar energy

ISLAMABAD:. Mimister for Mational Food Securnity
and Research Tarig Bashir Cheema Tuesday said over
1.2 milhien agneulture tubewel]s would be switched to
solar energy to reduce input cost and enhance farm
income, particularly that of the small land holders

Addressing a press conference, the minister said that
a task force was being formed to finalize modalities
@e commercial banks to finance the facility.
Under the facility, the farmers would have to repay the
loans in installments up to three years:He said, the ini-
tiative has been taken on the directives of Prime
Minister, Shehbaz Shanf, who has also asked for for-
mulating short and long term policies to ensure tangi-
ble results in shortest possible time with focus on
reviving agriculture sector for maintaining food safety
and secunfy as well as prosperity of farming commu-
nities While reaffirming the government's commitment
o ensure proper rate of return to the Farmers for their
produces as well as enhancing the outpul of all major
and minar crops, he said that recommendation for cot-
ton intervention price was finalized and put on agenda
of next meeting of Cabinet lor approval He said that
the initiative was aiming al encouraging the farmers (o
bring maximum areas under cultivation of this crop of
vital importance, adding that area under crop sowing
during last season reduced by 37 percent, which was
replaced by rice, maize an
further informed that govermment was also keen to
announce minimum support price for wheat before the
start of the sowing season in order to encourage farm-

and en

Power
shortfall
in country
exceeds
6,000 MW

ISLAMABAD, The
power shorifall in the
country has reached about
6,500 megawatts as the
demand for electricity has
increased to a record level
due to extrente heat.

According w0 Power
Division  sources, _|.]'II;'.‘
demand for electricity 1s a
record 27,144 MW while
the total Pmductmn is
20,324 MW

Media reports revealed
that, the duration of foad
shedding in urban areas
has excecded 12 hours
and the duration of load
shedding in rural areas
has exceeded 16 hours.

In addition, more than
2,000 megawatts of elec-
tricity is being wasted due
lr losses, The duration of
power outages in arcas
with higher line losses has
reached |8 hours.

There is hours-long
load shedding in some
areas due o tripping and
overloading, added
sources [N

Pakistan
reports 653
coronavirus

cases, no
death in 24

hours

LAHORE: Pakistan has
reported no death i the
last 24 hours by novel
coronavirus as the nom-
ber of positive cases has
risen to 1.539.275. The
nationwide tally of fatali-
ties stands at 30,403 on
Tuesday

Pakistan has conducted
18,950 tests in the past 24
hours out of which 633
persons were tested posi-
tive for the disease. The
COVID Positvity Ratio
was recorded at 3.45 per-
cent, INP

Container
smuggling urea to
Afghanistan seized

KHYBER: The
Customs  officials  on
Tuesday seized a contain-
er with consignment of
urea lerilizer at Torkham
border crossing here

Additional  Collector
Customs Muhammad
Tayeb has said that the
department’s  officials
during search of an export
container al the border
CrOS5ImngE, recovered a con-
signment of 40 tonnes of
urca fertilizer, being
smuggled to Afzhanistan

“Fake documents of
rice cargo were Pr_v.;l:ared
for the container M

to media on the oceasion of inaugurating dispensary at Kohsar Complex.

sugarcane. The minister

staple grains
ed wheat an
on much needed foreign exchange reserves

The minister said that govemment was aware of ns-
ing inflation and the problems being faced by the com-
mon man in the country, adding that steps were taken
to protect them from the inflationary pressures. He said
that government through its Utility Stores Corporation
network was ensuring provision of essential commodi-
ties on controlled rates and provided wheat, flour and
other commodities during the holy month  of
Ramzan. In order to avert any possible shortage on food
grains by the emerging Russia-Ulknne conflict, the
government had beefed up its stratesic reserves and
enhance wheat procurement targets of all provincial
governments and PASSCO, adding that it was also
decided to import about 3 million tons of wheat to
ensure smooth supply throughout the vear Highlighting
the relief measures introduced by the incurmbent gov-
ernment for agriculture sector, hé said that sales tax on
tractors was withdrawn, whereas seed cotton and
canola were exempted from sales tax, adding no fax
was levied on ﬁrrlirize_rs o Tacilitate the growers

He said that government was paving special focus on
small scale growers as they were about 92 Et.:rct:nt of
total farming community having less then 12 i
land, adding that measures would be intfreduced to
ensure their access to credit facility and saving them
from the exploitation of middle man. INP

ers to sow more wheat for attaining self-sufficiency in
JJFU(![ICIIUH and reduce reliance on import-

gdible oil that were enhancing pressure

acres of

Passing-out parade
of Aero Apprentices in
Korangi Creek

KARACHI: The  Passing-out
Parade of Aero Apprentices was held
at PAF Aarmen Academy, Koranm
Craek, Karachi, on Tuesday

Aar Marshal Wagas Ahmed Sulehr,
Chief Project Director JF-17
Pakistan Air Force, was the Chief
Guest at the occasion, Earlier on his
arrival, Air Viece Marshal Zubair
Hassan khan, Air Officer
Commanding, PAAK received the
Chief Guest. A total of 1601 Aero

Apprentices including trainees from
nlried countries and Pakistan Navy
successfully completed their training

While addressing the ceremony, the
Chief Gurest said, ™Modern warfare is
an exceedingly vast and complex
domain, which demands thorough

knowledge and inventiveness. We are
facing complex and unusual chal-
lenzes involving mventions and inno-
vatioms offered by science and tech-
nology. We muost prepare oursslves to
face all such challenges beine profes-
sionally  focused and technically
accurate”. The chief wguest also
gwarded trophies to high achievers,
Asghar Khan Trophy for the Best in
Aerpnautics was awarded 1o AC
Danish Liagat. Mur Khan Trophy for
the Best in Avionics Technology was
awarded to Aero Electromech
Technician-I1  Arslan  Latf  Air
Officer Commanding Trophy for the
Best in General Service Traming was
awarded to Academy Sergeant
Aircraftman Awais Abid INP

downpour, in Provincial Capital,

5

- .-ﬁﬁ}tﬁﬂl:l’mp}e struggle to move forward dur_iug ﬂie.l;mvy MONS00n rain

ATC grants physical
remand of KU attack
accused

KARACHL Police produced an
alleged facilitator of the Karachi
University swuicide attack n ant-
terrorism court [ATC),

Chinese  teachers of the
Confucius Institute were targeted 1in
the suicide bombing that killed four
people

Police produced alleged facilita-
tor and master-mind of the attack
Dad Bakhsh, in the court today and
sought his physical remand for fur-
ther investigzation

The ATC granted physical
remand of the accused to police till
July 18,

According to police, the suspect
has been Karachi commander of the
outlawed outfits the BLA and BLF
“He 15 the master mind of the sui-
cide attack on Chinese teachers in
Karachi University,”  police
claimed

“The accused was also facilitat-
ing attacks on Chinese nationals in
Karachi,” police said.

The Counter-Terrorism
Department (CTD) had arrested the
aceused on Monday.

The suicide attack killed at leas
four people including three Chinese
teachers who were working for the
Confucius Institute  at  the
Utiversity of Karachi

The blast was carried out by a
female suicide bomber of a banned
terror organisation

The footage showed the suspect-
ed suicide bomber reaching the
department in an auto-rickshaw and
then standing at a distance when
another burga-clad woman, who
was  already  standimg  there
approaches “her, communicates
something and woman hands over a
bag. [NP

NHA to link CPEC M-14
with Pak-Afghan border

ISLAMABAD. The Government of
Pakistan has decided to connect Ghulam
Khan, North Wazinstan with Motorway
14 (M-14) Ta project of the western
alignment route of the China-Pakistan
Economic Corndor (CPEC)? via a
184KM long Matorway

According to Gwadar Pro on Tuesday,
the National Highway Authority {(NHA)
on Monday issued a request for propos-
al (RFP) of consultancy services [or the
Feasihility Study and Detailed Design
for the Construction of the Motorway
from Ghulam Khan to Esa Khel
Interchange (184 KM .%Fpm}.

The f:m]ctl will be financed by the
Federal Government of Pakistan
through PSDP  2022-23  through
Separate Head/allocation

re-Proposal Cenference will be held
on July 19, 2022, at NHA headquarters
in Islamabad while procurement will be
carried out by adopting the “Single
St:;ﬁ_le Two Envelops” procedure.
. The proposals complete in all respects
in accordance with the instructions pro-
vided in the RFP document in sealed
envelopes, which should reach on or

before August 10, 2022
Esa Khel Interchange is located over

M-14 in Mianwali district of Punjab,
which is in proximity to the Lakki
Marwat district of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
KP) Between Mianwali and Ghulam
chan falls Bannu district of KP, Aller
Torkham and Chaman, Ghulam Khan is
the third most importanl  crossing
between Pakistan and Afzhanistan

_ Afzhanistan has already started bene-
fiting from Guwadar Port and the t(‘luﬂhf
received the lirst consignment of bulk
cargo from the United Arab Emirates in
July 2020, Ghulam Khan crossing, at the
Pak-Afghan border point, is the shortest
route connecting CPEC™s western route
with Afghanistan, Central Asian States
and beyvond The proposals complete in
all respects in accordance with the
instructions provided in the RFP docu-
ment in sealed envelopes, which should
resch on or before August 10, 2022 Esa
Khel lnterchange is located over M-14
in Mianwali district of Punjab, which is
in proximity to the Lakki Marwat dis-
trict of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP),
Between Mianwali and Ghulam [NP




