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Making Bani Gala ‘money
gala’ was Imran Khan’s
only agenda: Marriyum

Monsoon rains claim 45 lives

Imran Khan says ‘thieves
cannot win even with
umpires’ support’

in Balochistan

Sved Ali Shah
Manan Mandokhail

QUETTA: Monsoon

rains and flash floods have
claimed 45 lives and
injured over 50 people
across Balochistan, Heavy
rainfall plaved havoc in the
Suburbs of Quetta, Killa
Saifullah, Bolan, Mastung,
Chaman, Barkan, Kohlu,
Dera Bugti, and other parts
of Balochistan,
7 Death toll is likely to
Increase as we are getting
reports about missing o
people in floods 7 MNascer
Ahmad Masar the DG told
Daily Quetta Voice. Mr.
MNasar said flash floods
unleashed by torrential
rains swept away bridges,
and delay and checked
dams across Balochistan.

Heavy rainfall left thou-
sands of people homeless

Heavy rainfall has left
thousands of people home-
less in Quetta and other

arts of Balochistan,

ains-affected people com-
plain about the non-avail-
ability of tents blankets
food and medicine in
Cuetta’s south-eastern sub-
urbs. ” I just got one blan-
ket after three days”,
Muhammad Yousaf, an
aged man with a white-
bushy beard told Quetta
Voice with tears in his
eyes. Heavy rainfall has

PN,
completely
bricks and mud-walled

homes in onlv one street of
Muhammad Shahi town of
uetta _ _
An aged man is pointing
towards

the destruction

Imran Khan says
‘thieves cannot win even
with umpires’ support’

SAHIWAL : Former prime minister and PTI chairman Imran
Ehan on Wednesday said “even with the support of the umpires
5h1lev|i:§f cannot win Punjab by-polls’, scheduled to take place on

uly 17,

Addressing a public gathering in Sahiwal, Imran Khan
thanked participants for coming in large numbers to the public
gﬂthn]zrmg despite heavy rain and accumulated water in the jal-
sagah,

he former prime minister said the politics of tumcoats has
been exposed, adding that *lootas’” have joined Asif Ali Zardari
and Sharifs for the lust for power, :

Lashing out at his _[i{crlilma] opponents, Khan said Asif Ah
Zardari and the Sharif family are only concerned with their
wealth they have no sympathy for the general public.

He also reiterated his claim that the Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) 1s trying to ensure the victory of the “imported
rovi.
= “Even if empires are with you. we will defeat you,” Imran
Khan said in lns message to the political opponents’

Imran Khan asked the masses to check voter lists before
?uln'lalt%' by-polls on 20 seats. He vowed to win all 20 seats on
July 17,

Paying rich tributes to the journalists for standing with truth,
he said the government is pressuring the journalists and those
who are raising their voice for the country are being booked in
cases, [NP
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Like Yousaf, dozens of
rain-affected people sur-
rounded this reporter while
demanding the PDMA,
provincial government, and

Pakistan taking
measures to improve
trade with Iran:

Miftah

ISLAMABAD: Federal Mimster
for Finance snd Revenue Miftah
Ismail on Wednesday said Pakistan
was was taking all possible meas-
ures to resolve the bottlenecks for
significantly avgmenting the bilat-
eral trade volume with Iran.

The minister was talking to
Tranian Ambassador 1o Pakistan
Seved Mohammad Al Hosseini,
who called on him here, according
to @ Finance Ministry statement

Miftah said the current trade vol-
ume between the two countries
was not at the optimal leved.

He also highlighted deep-rooted
cordial and  Fraternal relations
between Pakistan and Tran based
on centunes old religious and cul-
tural affinities. He emphasized that
Pakistan always highly values its
brotherly relations with the neigh-
bu:uunnif COURITY.

The lranian ambassador appreci-
ated Pakistan’s economic policies
and said the two countries had

reat potential for extensive col-
aboration 10 the felds of eneray.
trade and other arcas.

Both the dignitaries expressed
their satisfaction on mutual bilater-
2l relations and keen intention for
enhancing collaboration in various
areas of common interest INP

Imran confident
of winning by-elections
in Punjab

CHICHAWATNI: Former prime
minister and Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PT1) chairman Imran Khan
on Wednesday while taking a dig at
his political opponents said that
they cannot win even if the umpire
is on their side Addressing a rally
in Chichawaimi on Wednesday,
Imran Khan said ‘a person® sitlitie
in Lahore has been given task tong
by-elections in favor of Hamza
Shahbaz. Khan expressed confi-
dence that Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf will emerge victorious in
polls despite unfair moves by the
opponents. NP

caused by heavy rainfall

other charity orgamizations
a timely relief and support.
T Our women are passing
sleepless nights because o
no  shelter =,  Jan
Muhammad, a young man
lamented as his voice

President
approves appointments
of 5 additional judges

Dawood Ahmed

ISLAMABAD: President Dr
Arif Alvi acil:lc]l:grpvtd the appointment
of five additional judges of the
Balochistan High Court (BHC) on
Wednesday. The newly appointed
judges include Muhammad 1gbal

ast Advocate, Shaukat Rakhshani
Advocate, Gul Hassan  Tareen
Advocate, Mubammad Amir Rana
Advocate, and  Sardar Ahmed
Aleemi Advocate

The Judicial Cemmission of
Pakistan (JCP) had recommended
five senior lawyers for the appoint-
ment of additional judges of the
BHC. The President approved the
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that some women. children,
and aged people were suf-
fering from different dis-
eases. " If they are not pro-
viding tents, then they
should send a medical team
dJ an Muhammad suggest-
e

Continued rainfall has
also swepl away poorly
constructed delay and
check dams aAcToss
Balochistan., “We have
ordered a survey Lo assess
the damages caused by
heavy rainfall”, Mir Zia
Ullah Langove the
Balochistan home minister
said, Mr. Langove visited
the PDMA’s head office
and revived the relief and
rescue operation in
Balochistan. ™ Government
will not let the people
alone in this hour of trial™,
Mr. Langove said

The home  minister
Chaired a high-level meet-
ing to review the relief and
rescue operation in
Balochistan, DG PDMA
Maseer Ahmad Nasar thor-
oughly briefed the minister
about the ongoing opera-
tion in Balochistan.

The Met office has
termed the next 24 hours
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cracked.

hg‘?“.d medical teams ar}d crucial as more rainfall is
THEH I 5 PEOPIE  expected in various parts of
demanded

Balochistan, which covers
half of the country in terms
of area.

US State
Secretary
speaks with FM

The rain survivors also
demanded the provision of
medicines and informed

Bilawal
ISLAMABALD: The LS
Secretary  of  State,  Antony

Blinken, and Foreign Minister
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari had a tele-
phone conversation on Wednesday.

The Foreign Minister Bilawal
Bhutto confirmed that he received
& phone call from Antony Blinken.

Taking to Twitter, Bilawal wrote
“I had talked with LIS Secretary of
State Anthony Blinken today and
we reallirmed (o further strengthen
ties marking 75 vears of bilateral
refations. o

The Foreign Minister further
wrote that in order to strengthen
bilateral relations, contacts in the
fields of trade, energy, public
health and security would be
expanded, and we should promote
our people-to-people and business-
to-business contacts INP

appointments as per article A 175 of
the Constiution of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan

Making Bani Gala ‘money
gala’ was Imran Khan’s only
agenda: Marriyum

ISLAMABAD:  Federal

Bani Gala a ‘money gala’

“lmran Khan is now plaving a farce. He himself used
to say that he did not become the pnime minister to tell
1',:1‘: prices of potatoes and onions,” Marmyum castigat-
e

“We have concerns sbout the mental state of lmran
Khan He only made political cases against his oppo-
nents during his four-year tenure. He should tell how
he continued taking political revenge from opponents

for four vears,” she stated.

“You [Imran Khan] destroyed every sector. Now that
the evidence has surfaced against you, what will you
say?” she questioned “1f there was a conspiracy against

ol [Imran KharIEL why didn’t vou talk about it rst?
the people that you have made them

Vhat will you tel
pocr?” she questioned further

Information
Marriyum Aurangzeb said Wednesday while address-
ing a press conference here that the one and only agen-
da of former prime minister Imran Khan was to make

“Don’t tell the people how the diamonds were
bought. Tell them the political opponents were put into
{alls because the people’s money was 1o be looted,” she

cathed

“Imran Khan had to tell the people [about all these
irregularities] when the cormuption of Farah Gogi came
to the light,” she despised.

“[False] cases were registered against Shehbaz
Sharif and Rana Sanaullah,” she castigated further.

The federal information mimster held Imran Khan
responsible for inflation in the country, adding he
would have to answer for that. She also blamed him for
the destruction of the foreign policy of Pakistan

Marmyum Aurangzeb also came down hard on for-
mer first lady Bushra Bibs and said that she should be
ashamed of herself for misleading the youth,

She claimed that every pageblsc{:tur] was. littered
with Imran Khan's cormuption, for the one and only
agenda of Imran Khan was to make Bam Gala a
‘money gala’, INP

Mrmster

PTI ready for 'grand dialogue' if election date
announced: Fawad Chaudhry

ISLAMABAD: PTI leader Fawad Chaudhry said on Wednesday that
his party is ready for a "grand dialogue" but will only come to the
table if an election date 15 announced.

Tatking to the press in Islamabad, Fawad said that if the government
continued making such moves one after the other, it may derail
democracy in the country
. “Every other da%', a new scandal of this government is coming to
light. There is a solar scandal which should be investigated.” said the
PTI leader

The former information minister claimed that not a single corrup-
tion case was filed against any of the ministers belonging to the PTI-
led zovernment.

“What happened to Captain (retd} Safdar in our tenure was done by
the Sindh government Two journalists were killed in Sindb and cases
are being registered against politicians, They want a solutien 1o polit-
ical problems but the date n? election should be given first,” said the
PTI leader.

Taking a jibe at his predecessor Marmiyvum Avurangzeb, Fawad said

that the incumbent information minister should respond as her hus-
band is an Australian citizen and represents the tobacco industry in
Pakistan.

Fawad alleged thalt billions of rupees were given to the tobacco
industry because of what Marrivum's lobby said. He added that due to
her lobbying, foreign companies were given concessions.

“Now due to the lobbying of Ali Tareen and Marriyum Aurangzeb,
the tobacco industry got billions of rupees as tax concessions,”
claimed Fawad

On the other hand, Shireen Mazari said that the grand dialogue
should be led by those who have people's mandate

There is no Opposition in the Parliament, the largest political party
of the country 15 outside the Parhiament,” said Mazar as she alleged
that lawlessness is al its peak during the incumbent government's
lenure,

“If you want to impose Martial Law then announce it clearly.
Wherever we go, our cars are stopped and people are abducted,” said
the former human rights rninistm.qﬁcb Desk




EDITORIAL

Editor Asim Khan

Torrential rain exposed

Thursday.July,07,2022

drainage system in Quetta

Torrential rains badly exposed the drainage system in Cuena, the capital of

Balochistan province, Heavy rainfall brought jov to the people living in posh areas
of the city, whereas, woes to people living in poor neighborhoods and marginalized
areas. A heartbreaking video of two teenage boys being swept away in the rainwater
in Quetta’s Sariab Road area was widely shared on social media. This really pained

EVETY Sane person

Hundreds of heartbreaking images of rain survivors were shared on social media
outlets. This simply exposed the system in general and Quetta's drainage svstem in

particular

Rains-refated incidents claim 7 lives
Rains-related incidents claimed seven precious human lives as per the statistics
shared by the Provincial Disaster Management Authority (PDMA). Women and chil-

dren were also among the dead. PDMA’s media managers were shanng videos of

their operations when people were facing the brunt of heavy rainfall in various parts

of Balochistan.

Muost streets and roads in poor neighborhoods of Quetta were inundated by the
rainwater. Tt was not possible for the people to walk or dive on roads completely

inundated.

Hillions of rupees were spent but with no impact

Billions of rupees have heen spent on the drainage, construction of roads, bridges,
beautification and master plan of the cty. However, one hour’s heavy rainfall
exposed all claims on behalf of the concemed depanments.

Thousands of people have settled in the middle of nullahs'waterways over the
years without the permission of the Metropolitan Corporation, MOQ appears 1o be a
silent spectator when 1t comes to people constructing their houszes on waterwayvs

PDMA has rather become a ghee and sugar distribution agency rather than coping
with natural disasters in Balochistan,

Rainfall also exposed the traffic system

Rainfall has also exposed the traffic plan of the city. Nevertheless, the traffic
policemen and Seargent deserve to be appreciated for ensuring the flow of traffic as

streets and roads were giving an image of river Nooding

Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Quddus Bizenjo must have merey on the provin-
cial capital, which houses around 3 million pecple. Beyvond political and personal
interests, the provincial government should improve the drainage system, stop ille-
gal settlements on waterways, ensure transparency in funds allocated for the con-
struction of roads, bridges and etc

Rainy water needs to be reserved to maintain the depleting water table in Quetta
and other parts of Balochistan

Development policies

In this new world ordar,
the key for rapid socio-
economic  development
lies in the ability of nations
to manufacture and export
high-technology and high
value-added zoods,

Successive povernments
have failed to realize this
simple but powerful strate-

', and so we have fum-

ed with a mynad of
weak policies that have
kept changing from one
governmenl 1o another,
taking us round and round
in circles. The result is that
even  countries  fike
Bangladesh have forged
ahead, while Pakistan has
lozt its way.

The path forward lies in
prioritezing  the himited
funds avalable and divert-
ing them towards our real
ang most valuable
FesCHIrce — QU YOUNE ped-

le. It is only through
D-cus.uég Our investments
on  education, science,
technelogy,  innowvarion
and entrepreneurship can
we prepare our nation for
the ourth  Industrial
Fevolution and mowve for-
ward 1o meet the chal-
Ienﬁes of the emerzing
fifth Industral Revolution

Let us take India’s
example. India was fortu-
nate to have Jawaharlal
Mehru fo gwde the natien
in its earlier development,
and it therefore placed the
highest emphasis on quali-
tv educaton and building
the high-quality Indian
Institutes of Technology
(IITs), wiich todav ran
among the best inshtutions
in the world Admissions

to these cherished institu-
fions ocour centrally with
hundreds of thousands of
India’s brightest students
competing for admission
for limited seats.

Thete are now 23 HTs in
India The older six 1ITs
have already contfributed
over S400 billion w the
Indian economy. On the
strengzth of its high-quality
engimesning  graduates,
India haz forged ahead
with industrialization in
many key high-technology
fields including the manu-
facture of enginesning
goods, satellites, fighter
aircraft, space wvehicles,
automobiles, pharmaceuti-
cals, vaccimes 2fc.

Ome example of the ben-
efit o industry is that of
Tata Motors. This top
Indian automobile manu-
facturer was founded in
1945 under the guidin
support  of .iawaharlfﬁ
Mehru, and it produced its
first commercial vehicle in
1954 in collaboration with
the top German automo-
bile manufacturer
Daimler—Benz AG  After
acouiring the latest techno-
logical know-how from
Daimler-Benz, Tata decid-
gd to throw away the for-
eign crutches and po s
own way. The collabora-
tion ended in 1969
Starting off with the manu-
facturing of trucks and
buses, Tata moved into car
manufacturing by 1998
Unlike Pakistan’s automo-
bile manufacturers — who
are assemblers and not
manufacturers - Tata went
mte full basic manulactur-

ing mode.  Accordingly,
Tata Motors acquired the
capability to indigenously
produce all parts of & car
including the enging, gear
box and other parts.

The first fully indige-
nmw]r manufactured car,
Tata Indica, was launched
in 199% In 2004, Tata
bought over the South
Eorean truck manufacturar
Daswoo, thereby getting
access 1o the |atest Korean
technologies. In 2008, i
acquirad the ownership of
Jaguar motors, acquinng
knowledge about the lafest
automobile technolomes in
enming manufacturing and
other systems used in
miodem fuxury cars as weil
as access (o cufting-edge
research in this fast-monw-
itz eld

Tn 2008, Tatz launched

the world's cheapest pas-
zenger car Tata MNano
loday, Tata Motors s
manufacturing the next-
generation cars including
Harrier, Tiago, Hexa,
Tigor, Mexon and Aliroz, Tt
is also now the world
leader 0 mass public
transportation, The com-
any has launchad the
tarbus Electric (9m and
1Zm) and the Starbus
Hybrid 12m buses. It has
also rolled out a range of
smart buses powared by
alternate  fuel sources
India’s first “fuel cell bus’
i5 also under development
The Tata Group reported
annual sales of $103 bl-
Jion last yvear from its van-
ous  ventures including
engineenng eoods, auto-
mobiles, textiles, etc,

There are many lessons
that we can learn from the
evolution of the Tata
Group over the past 30
vears, This 1= particularly
important since the world
seems divided into two
halves; those who are
investing  massively in
quality education, science
and technology, and are
taking necessary measuras
to acquire high technology
and to promote innovation,
and those that are trapped
in the low wvaloe-added
economies, relying mainly
on low value-added agn-
cultural goods for exports
Pakistan, unfortunately,
belongs to the second
group because of  the
myopic poelicies of succes-
Sive povemments,

An important perquisite
for technology develop-
ment or transter o oceur is
that a country needs to
have highly skilled wiork-
ers. who can develop,
adopt, properly absorb and
utilize the available tech-
nologies. For this, we need
o make major investments
in u]irgral;lil_ig existing tech-
nical training centres, set-
ting up high-level applied
universities of science and
2 %J neering
{Fachhochschule) on the
pattern found i Germany
and other European coun-
tries, and full-fledgad
enginearing research uni-
versities. We have owver a
thousand techmical training
centres which need 1w be
linked to top international
institutions so that they
can be brought to the high-
est standards. For develop-

By Atta-ur-HRahman

ment of new cuthing-edge
tachnologies, we need to
st up or upgrade existing
enginesnng  universities,
and research and develop-
menl inshilutions i collab-
oration with reputable for-
gign partners, as India did
in the case of its [TTs

The budget of science
and technoloey for India is
about [MRIS0  billion,
equivalent to about Rs400
Billion, whereas the budgzet
of the Ministry of Science
and Technology is less
than Rs4 allion 1n
Pakistan. Taking the six-
fold populanon difference
into account, it should be
at least Rs63 billion,

Similarly,  university
reszarch budgets are an
average of about Rs15 mil-
lion (% 70,0000 per year for
equipment,  chemicals,
maintensnce and research
salaries. The paucity of
resgarch  funds  and
required  infra-structure
during the last decade has
stifled research and gradu-
ally converted most uni-
versities to poor-guality
calleges, with a  few
niptahle exceptions such as
NUST, COMSATS, UETs,
etc, that have managed to
survive somehow

Private-zector  invest-
ment 1n research and
development 15 also virtu-
ally non-gxistent  in
Pakistan. To encourage
companies to undertake
meaningful research and
development efforts o be
globally competitive, the
government  must  offer
major incentivas wo the pri-
Ve Seclor

So much for independence

Ewvery year on July 4,
to much fanfare and rev-
efry, the United States
marks its 1776 independ-
ence from Britain

The date is also an
official holiday in Puento
Rico and other de facto
LS colonies. So much for
“indepetidence”

1 was born in the US in
1982, und, before defini-
tively  freeing  myself
from the “land of the
free” in 2003, got to
EXPErience manT a
Fourth of July celebra-
tion, One year, when 1
was 12 or 13 and livi
in the Texas capital o
Austin, my family and |
attended a  massive
Independence Day wath-
ering by the river, com-
plete with deafening
music and fireworks that
permanently traumatised
our dog  Bounder.
Although this was more
than 2 %'ears ago, 1 can
still recall being dispro-
portionately moved by
the Lee Greenwood
song, God Bless the LISA
— a staple of July 4th fes-

fivities — even  as
Bounder convulsed
beside me !
The song’s relfram
beging: “And I'm proud

to be an American, where
at least [ know 'm free”
— and, indeed, as | stood
there surrounded by my
fellow Americans in a
city named for a colonjs-
et and slaveowner, 1 felt
my heart swell with pride
at the thooght of this
inexplicable  freedom
that, according to the
tune, we somehow ool
lectively enjmlyed.

Anyway, that’s pretiy
much how cheap patriot-
15T works. [n her
acclaimed book Motes on

a Foreign Country, jour-
nalist Suzy Hansén inci-
dentally ciles this very
same Lee Greenwood
anthem, which she and
her classmates sang one
dav on the school bus in
Mew lersey during the
LS invasion of Irag in
1990 — not o be con-
fused with the 2003 TS
invasion of Iraq or the
apocalvptic UUS sanctions
that. as late American
diplomat Madeleine
Albright admitted, had
killed some half a million
Tragi children as of 1996
To be sure, Irag is far
from the only place on
Earth that has long had to
suffer the deadly reper-
cussions afself-r’_t%hmnm
American  entitflement
and ignorant nationalist
fervour. As Mark Twain
reportedly  said: “God
created war so  that
Amm’icaplls“ would learm
reppraphy ™.
5 B‘fnﬁs% hiovw “free” are
Americons, at the end of
the day? Ewven as the
country  manages (o
spend trillions upon tril-
lions of dollars on belli-
cose endeavours,
Americans  themselves
are deprived of such
basic rights as affordable
healtheare, education and
housing, Homelessness
is a veritable epidemic in
the (15 - and has reached
a level not seen in drasti-
cally poorer countries,
In April, the New York

Times  guoted  San
Francisco  emergency
room  doctor laria
Faven on the recent

dreadful uptick in home-
less deaths in America
“Is like a wartime death
tel] in places where there
is noe war . Then again,
maybe there 15 in fact a

war - and one that
America is waging on its
awn people

Mot only are

Amencans decidedly not
“free”™ from poverty or
homelessness, but the LS
also boasis the highest
incarceration rate in the
world — an arrangement
that  has traditionally
filled the coffers of the
private prison mdustry to
the detriment of well,
society.

And following  the
June 24 Supreme Court
ruling  on  abortion,

women in the US can
dispense with any illu-
sion of freedom of con-
trol over their own bod-
ies especially poor
women of colour, who do
not  have the relative
socipeconomic freedom
to  pursue  alternate
options that override the
reproductive fascism of
the state,

Mor are children in the
US free to go Lo school
without having o worry
about being mown down
by a semi-automatic
weapon or other [ethal
device, [Recall the case of
I 1-year-old Miah
Cerrillo, a survivor of the
May 24 massacre of 19
students and bwo teachers
at  Robb  Elementary
School in Uvalde, Texas.
Az CHN  reported,
Cernillo “feared the pun-
man would come back
for her so she smeared
herself in her friend’s
blood and plaved dead™

| dare say that is not
what  freedom  looks
like. This Fourth of July, I
am not “proud to be an
Amencan” —and 1 never
should have been

Anyway, that’s pretty
much how cheap patriot-

ism. works.In her
acclaimed book MNotes on
a Foreign Counlry, jour-
nalist Suzy Hansen inci-
dentally ¢ites this very
same Lee Greenwood
anthem, which she and
her classmates sang one
day on the school bus in
MNew Jersey during the
US invasion of Iraq in
1990 — not to be con-
fused wath the 2003 US
imvasion of lraq or the
apocalyptic US sanctions
that, as late American
diplomat Madeleine
Albright admitted, had
killed some half a million
Iragi children as of 1996,

o be sure, lraq is far
from the only place on
Earth that has long had 1o
suffer the deadly reper-
cussions of :;ell-r!yihie(ms
American  eéntitlement
and ignorant mationalist
fervour. As Mark Twain
reportedly said: “God

created ‘war so  that
Americans would leamn
geography”

But just how “free” are
Americans, at the end of
the day? Even as the
country  manages to
spend irillions upon tril-
lipng of dotlars on belli-
Cose endeavours,
Americans  themselves
are  deprived of such
basic rights as affordable
healthcare, education and
housing. Homelessness
i5 a veritable epidemic in
the US —and has reached
a level not seen in drasti-
cally poorer countries

In April, the Mew York

Times quoted  San
Francisco  emergency
room  doctor  Rdaria
Raven on the recent

dreadiul uptick in home-
less deaths in America:
“It’s like a wartime death
toll in places where there

is no war’ Then again,
maybe there is in fact a
war — and one that
AMerica is waging on is
own people.

Mt only are
Americans decidedly not
“free” from poverty or
homelessness, but the LS
also boasts the highest
incarceration rate in the
world — an arrangement
that has traditionally
filled the coffers of the
private prison industry to
the detriment of. well,

society.

And  following  the
June 24 Supreme Court
ruling on abortion,

women in the US can
dispense with any illu-
sion of freedom of con-
trol over their own bod-
ies. — especially poor
women of coloor, wha do
not have the relative
socioeconomic freedom
to  pursue  alternate
options that override the
reproductive fascism of
the state,

Mot are chaldren in the
US free to go to school
without having to worry
about being mown down
by a semi-automatic
weapon or other lethal
device. Recall the case of
| 1-year-old Mfiah
Cerrillo, a survivor of the
May 24 massacre of 19
students and two teachers

at  Robb Elementary
School in Uvalde, Texas
As  CNN  reported,

Cerrillo “feared the gun-
man would come back
for her so she smeared
herself in her friend’s
blood and plaved dead”™,
Amyway, that's pretty
much how cheap patrioi-
1511 works. In her
acclaimed book MNotes on
a Foreign Country, jour-
nalist Suzy Hansen.

It’s come
full circle

ith one foot
on_a banana
peel, we are

standing  at

an abvss, PM
Shehbaz Sharit and the
PML-N  face mortal
political and economic
challenges. and the gov-
emment has shown Tinile
resolve to confront them
head-on.  Domestic
petroleum prices are up
more than 40 per cent
within the last few days,
and L:nt.:Pgi{ prices have
quickly followed suit.

It 15 morbidly satisfy-
mg that Shehbaz Sharit
and the PML-N of
motorway, flyover, and
underpass  fame -
should face rising fuel

ices in their ultimale

attle for political sur-
vival. For decades, our
cities have facilitated
private car owners at the
expense of pedestrians,
eyelists,  and  transi
users. The Shehbaz
Sharif model of urban
development, albest
with different speeds of
execution,  pervades
other political parties
and leaders as well;
large-scale gray infra-
structure like .ﬂﬁna] free
corridors, yOvers,
underpasses. and ming
roads with obscene lev-
els of service have
become the norm m
eities around the coun-
try Cities,  from
Islamabad to Turbat,
have become sprawling
sites - of speculatively
held vacant plots m
shady housing schemes

This 15 our real
tragedy. Our current
CCONOMIE CTISIS 15 Our
T Frankenstein’s
maonster s.larn(ﬂ_5 right
back at us. Consider
these ex._am?]ey Capital
Smart City [slamabad 15
approximately 40 kilo-
metres [rom Blue Area
DHA City Karachi s
over 6lkms from Frere
Hall. These and other
projects exclusively tar-
get car owners: only the
most mfluental five per
cent of our urban popu-
lation

S0 what to do when
the most influential pec-
ple's financial and resi-
dential interests move
S0kms from the city's
economic hubs? Build
expressways, signal-free
corridors, ring roads,
Lyan Expressways, and
Leh Expressways to
coddle them, These
g];n;:-]ccts help the elite
vpass the city's con-
gestion, often by taking

a longer route,
Somenmes flvovers and
underpasses help

address particular points
of congestion in the
city’s road network. As
these }I‘-'t"f?'_'lﬂﬂ-‘i material-
ize, the richest few
begin to travel more and
more to reach their
workplaces, meit
friends, or for other
everyday tasks Because
there’s no public transit

and whatever transit
exists 15 class meompat-
ibhle — people drive.
often in their sparkling
new SUVs,

The same logic has
unfortunately extended
to mter-city travel. We
have pricntized motor-
ways and highways over
railways. Our rallways
network  has shrunk
from over B500kms of
tracks m_ 19505 to
around 7,800kms today
This has been accompa-
nied by a drastic drop in
the rallways’ share of
traffic; while the service
carried over 86 per cent
of all freight traffic in
the 1950s, 1ts current
share stands al a meager
4-6 per cent Smilarly,
Pakistan Railways has

one from the single
argest carmier of passen-
ger traffic in the 19705
io carrving less than 10
per cent of all passen-
gers today.

This drastic decline 1s
not  comcidental.
According 1o one esh-
mate, the state spent
three times as much on
intercity road infrastruc-
ture than it did on rail-
ways. The uniformed
state’s patronage of enti-
ties has combined with

privaie car owners’
mterests to completely
OVETPOWEF  SOCIDecO-

nomic efficiencies asso-
ciated with rail travel
All these develop-
ments are brazen exam-
les of elite capture.
E}lnl}' around 10 per cent
of all urban households
own cars, and vet all of
our cities have seen
massive mirastructural
investments that favour
private car travel

In March. as Sn
Lanka’s economic cri-
sis unfolded, desperate
people started gather-
mg n front of President
Gotabaya  Rajapaksa
and Prime Minister
Mahinda Rajapaksa’s
respective ofhicial resi-
dences to  protest
endemic  cormuption,
nepotism and misman-
agement i the country

They 'set up an
encampment on the
iconic  Galle  Face
Beach mn front of the
Parliament, which
came to be called

GotaGoGama (the wvil-
lage demanding tha
“Gota’ - President
Gotabava Raj

Rajapaksa —
TESIEn mc:li!ﬁv._:c}. The
Imger

Liniversity
Students” Federation
joined the protests in
massive,  well-organ-
ised rallies. Hundreds
of trade umions called a
general  island-wide
strike in support.

As | momtored inter-
national media’s cover-
age of these protests, [
quickly  recognised
some familiar discrep-
ancies often seen in the
coverage of such events
in the élnhal South.

Most news sources,
for example, mmbally
referred to the le at
the CotaGoGama
encampment as “pro-
testers . But as  the
police  and mulitary
moved in, deploying
tear gas and water can-
nons, and at times, hve
bullets against these
very same people,
rather than describing
the events as they are
attacks on protesters by

‘Picturesque’ protests

secuntty forces — mews
reports started refermng
to what was unfolding
as ‘clashes’

When members of
the Rajapaksa family
and  their political
cronies reportediy
bussed in their support-
ers - themselves cﬂ:sti—
tute people paid a few
thousand rupees and
bottles of arrack — to
attack the protest site
and destroy the ‘vil-
lage’. reports contain-
mg referénces Ly
‘mobs’, ‘rioters’ and
‘clashes” further prolif-
erated.

As Inlim Algama, a
PhD} student of English
Linguistics at Justus-
Liebig-Universitat
Giessen in Germany,
noted in a conversation
on Twitter., it was
always clear who was
armed, and who insti-
rated the violence. Yet
jerman news outlets
referred 1o chaos and
‘unruhen’, which,
explained Algama, can
also mean ‘nots’. There
was “htle to no clarifi-
canon about the vio-
lence of pro-govern-
ment and pro-
Rajapaksa groups, or
that tear-gas and water
cannon totimge mihitary
provoked and assaulied
protestors”. Moreover,
“phrasing the wviolence
as a ‘clash between two
rroups’  delegitimises

e protests and equates
people practicing their
democratic night  to

rotests with the vio-
ence of groups dis-
patched by the state to
intimidate and stop
them”, she added. This

15 nothing unique to S
Lanka — we often see
similar narratives of
‘clashes™ and ‘riots” in
the international cover-
age of protests and
police actions against
them across the Global
South, most infamously
evident in Palesting,

In Sn Lanka’s case,
howewver. the reality of
the protests was not
only  misrepresented
through narratives
about “clashes”. Due to
the island’s colonial
past, and the fact that
many Europeans -
Scandinavians,
Germans, Russians and
Britons — regularly hol-
iday there. other prob-
lematic attitudes that
reduce the protests into
one-dimensional
Orientalist  fantasies
have also crept into the
coverage.

Sn Lanka’s protest
movement 15 ideahshe
and focused on collec-
tive care. Organisers at
GotaGoGama, for
example, set up a freg
food station that pro-
vides meals for protest-
ers and the destitute, a
medical aid tent, and a
library, where anvone
can come and read
books or organise a
“People’s University”
session hosting discus-
sions on social and
political 1ssues. The

rotesters at the village
1ave been consciously
and strategically edu-
cating  each  other,
through “teach-outs”,
about the conditions
that created this eco-
nomic crisis, and the
way successive leaders

have uwsed ethno-
nationalism to obtam
votes and power. They
have been working to
bring together people
who have purposefully,
and for political ends,
been divided across
ethme. rehgious, and
class divides since Sn
Lanka's ndependence,
The protesters have
also put on educational
shadow-puppet shows,
sung raucous island
baila (catchy tunes,
often accompanied by
cheeky Iyrics com-
menting on social con-
ditions), chanted mven-
tive slogans, and made
some of the most hilar-
1ous protest posters 1've
ever seendn  some
mternational news
reports, however, these
strategic and undeni-
ably effective efforts to
bring about change and
bring a nation together
have been portraved as
youthful naivete, mfan-
talising the movement
and makimg it look
somewhat less serious
and impactful than s
Western counterparts.
Throughout  these
protests, people from
different religious and
ethmic  groups. who
have been tramed to be
deeply suspicious of
each other, broke fast
together dunng the
month  of Ramadan,
celebrated Easter, and
had fun on the Buddhist
holiday Vesak. On a
few occasions, a kat-
tadiva, or an exorcist
came to do an exorcism
ceremony o cast out
evil demons from the
island. They've educat-

ed each other about the
state’s violence agamst
theirr communities
especially violence tar-
ﬁctmg the country’s
Auslim and Tamil peo-
Ie; Ambika
atkunanathan and oth-
ers repeatedly noted
why  Tamil people,
especially those in the

Morth and the East
could not,  without
inviting further state

surveillance and bodily
harm, protest as freely
as did the Sinhala in
Colombo. They hon-
oured the Tamil victims
of the civil war togeth-
er, and mvited the sur-
viving families of those
forcibly “disappeared’

mn the MNorth and the
South to speak,
Representatives  of

various religious organ-
isations also attended
the protests to bear wit-
ness to the events, and
try to offer some pro-
tection (o protesters
from the violence of
pelice. Sm Lankan
Armed  Forces  and
extrajudicial  groups
leoking to harm them
Images of Catholic
nuns forming human
chains to protect pro-
testors were undeniably
potent. S0 were those
showing Catholic and

Anglican priests,
Muslim mmams and
maulanas, Hindu

priests, and Buddhist
monks, all in their reli-
gious  robes  sithing
together at Galle Face

Beach, chatting and
sharing VIEWS.
Together, thev have

held \'IH“. avernight, at
th:E' nmrain Fﬂ'mfﬁt.

Palestine’s
victories

n
I November
2006,  the
Israeli mili-
tary prevent-
ed all Palestine-based
footballers from  partici-
pating in the final match
of the Asian Foothall
Confederation qualifica-
tion group stage. The
news had a major demor-
alizing effect on  all
Palestimians, Even rare
moments of hope and
happiness  are  often

crushed by Israel
As disappointing as the
Israeli decision was, it
was hardly compared to
the collective shock felt
by Pafestinians every-
where when_ in 2007,
Palestinian players were

not allowed to participate
in a decisive World Cup
uatifying pame against
Singapore.  Instead of

showing solidarty  with
Palestimans and con-
demning  Israel,  the
International  Football
Associalion {FIFA)
decided to award an auto-

matic victory 1o
Singapore of 3-0,
ﬁ'ﬁs is why Palestine’s

latest qualification is his-
torig, as it is more proof
that Palestinian resilience
has no bounds. It sends a
message to Israel as well,
that its unjust draconian
measures  will never
break the spirit of the
Palestinian people.

The latest achievement
should alse be placed
within another context. It
iz the third time in a row
thar the Palestine national
team qualifies for the
Asian cup [inals, thanks

to an impressive squad
that  represents  all
Palestinian communities,
at home and in the
Diaspora. This moment,
however, is biftersweel
Many Palestinian  foot-
ballers, who should have
been present in the Sports
Center  Stadium  in
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia —
where the qualification
rounds were ]held — Were
missing.  Some are in
Israeli prisons, others are
maimed or Killed. Much
of thgﬂkl]hngs happened

in 20

Indeed, 2009 was a ter-
rible year for Palestinian
football. In January 20040,
three Palestinian foot-
ballers, Ayman Alkurd,
Shadi Sbakhe and Wajeh
Moshtaha, were killed
during the [sraeli war on
the besieged Gaza Strip.
All three were seen as
meismg athletes with
bright  futures.  Two
months later, Saji
Darwish was killed by an
Tstaeli  sniper  near
Ramallah. The 13-year-
old was slated to become
a big name in Palestinian
football, too.

In July of that same
vear,  the tragfdy of
Mahmoud Sarsak bBegan.
Sarsak had only been a
member of the Palestine
National Feotball Team
for six months when he
was arrested and tortured
by Israel in a painful saga
that lasted for three years
He won his freedom after
u11!:lergnjnj]; a hunger
strike that lasted for over
90 days. The permanent
health issues Sarsak was
left with, however, meant

By Ramgy Baroud
that his once-promising
SPOTTS CATEET Was OVer.

Arrests, torture -and
killings of Palestinian
footballers became a reg-
ular headline in Palestine,
This includes the killing
of former Palestinian
football  star, Ahed
Zaqﬁul, in 2014, and the
deliberate shooting of the
feet of Jawhar MNasser
Jawhar, 19, and Adam
Abd Al Racuf Halabiyva,
17. The two players were
attemphting to ¢ross an
Iscaelt  military  check-

oint 1n the occupied

‘est Bank to return home
after a long training ses-
sion.

These are but mere
examﬁ:les. The  targeting
of Palestinian sports is a
constant item on the
lsraeli military agenda,
Palestinian stadiums are
often  bombed during
Isragl’s brutal wars on
Ciaza
Indeed, 2009 was a ter-
rible vear for Palestinian
football. Tn January 2009,
three Palestinian fool-
ballers, Ayman Alkurd,
Shadi Sbakhe and Wajeh
Muashtaha, were killed
dunng the Israch war on
the besieged Garza Strip.
All three werg seen as
En_:rmsmg athletes wath

right futures. Two
months later, Saji
Darwish was killed by an
Israeli  sniper  near
Ramallah. The 18-vear-
old was slated to become
& hig name in Palestinian
foothall, tooln July of
that same vear, the
tragedy  of Mahmoud
Sarsak began, Sarsak had
only been a member
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Karachi rains: Dial traffic
police helpline 1913 for
vehicle repairing

KEARACHI Amid the
angoing monsoon spell
in the metropolis, the
Karachi Traflic Police
have launched an emer-
gency helpline 1915 for
the citizens stuck during
the dewnpour,

According to details,
the Traffic police have
imitiated a tree vehicle
repairing  service  for
Karachiites to facilitate
citizens during monsoon
rains and maintain a
smooth flow of traffic.

The special wvehicles
of Karachi traffic police
have mechanic facilities
like fixing tyre punc-

tures, filling the air in
the tyres, towing a car
and ~ other necessary
equipment  including
fire extinguishers
Maoreover, the trafTic
olice team will provide
ree petrol to vehicles
ran out of fuel
Yesterday, the citi-
zens of the port city
were stuck in long vehi-
cle gueues amid moder-
ate to heavv rainfall that
lashed parts of Karachi,
Meanwhile, a weather
official has warned
against urban flooding
in low-lying areas o
Karachi as monsoon

Faing  continuing  in
Karachi and other parts
of Sindh

Chiel” Meteorologist
Sardar Sarfaraz has pre-
dicted around 50
milimeters” of rainfall in
some areas of the port
city.Sarfaraz has cau-
tioned  against urban
flooding in some parts
of metropolis  adding
that intermittent rainta
with thunderstorm  will
continue in the city
today. The ongoing mon-
soon system will remain
active in the region until
July 09, the weather
official further said INP

‘Loadshedding to be
reduced during
Eidul Azha holidays’

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Mimsler for Power
Khurram Dastjr  smd
Wednesday that the |oad-
shedding rate will be vis-
ibly reduced during Eidul
Azha holidays

Khurram  Dastpir sad
i a statement thal the
recent spell ol rainfall
mcreased the water level
in dams and Tarbela Dam
15 generating 3,684
mezawatts of electricity
He smd that the perma-
nent shorttall of electrici-

ty 15 6,000 o 7,000
Mmegawatts, :
The federal minister

said that the electricity
reperation was increased
rom Tarbela Dam which
will reduce the loadshed-
ding rate,

He claimed that the
nationals will see a visi-
ble reduction in the dura-
tion of power outazes
during Eid festival while
the current shortfall s
4,000 to 3,000 MW

He added that the
power supply will be
improved by the next

summer as 3,000 MW of
additional electricity will
be added to the national
gridd

Dastuer said that the
government will have Lo
submit its reply to the
Wanonal Electric Power
Regulatory Authority
(WNEPRAY on tanff rebas-
ing. The coalition sovern-
ment wanted to shift the
minimum  financial bur-

den to the nationals, said
the mamster

O July 3, Dastgnr had
announced that loadshed-
ding will not be ended on
the occasion of Eidul
Azha, however, the dura-
fion of power outages
will be reduced.

During a press confer-
ence  in  Gujranwala,
Power Minister Khurram
Dastgir had said that
Ioads%edding could not
be ended this Eidul Azha,
however, people will wat-
ness & reduced duration
r:-I‘Ipc}-.-.-e: oltages,

He had detailed that
720 megawatts power
plant has bheen made
operational from June 29

e issue of power out-
ages will be addressed
next summer afier the
operatonalisation of the
new mega project.

Dastgar had  said that
the power crisis was the
result of the previous
government as it had
exhibited cniminal negli-
gence by delaving the
purchases of the fuel He
added that the coal price
was increased as com-
pared to the previous
year

The record demand for
electricity up Lo 30,000
MW was witnezsed on
July 30, whereas, the
domestic consumers of
the electnicity suffered
power-related problems
due to the provision of
electricity to the indus-

tres

Dastpir smd that the
government will have to
submit its reply to the
Mational Electric Power
Reoulatory Authornty
(MEPRA)Y on tanft rebas-
ing The coalition govern-
ment wanted o shift the
mimmum financial bur-
den to the nationals, said
the minister.

Cm July 3, Dastgir had
announced that loadshed-
ding will not be ended on
the occasion of Eidul
Azha, however, the dura-
ton ol power outages
will be reduced.

During a press confer-
ence 1n  Gujranwala,
Power Minister Khurram
Dasteir had  said  that
l:‘:a.d.‘?i]::d{lin;_; could not
be ended this Eidul Azha,
however, people will wit-
ness a reduced duration
of power outages.

He had detaifed that
T2 megawatts power
plant has bheen made
operatonal from June 29

e 1ssue of power oul-
apes will be addressed
next summer after the
operationalisation of the
nEw megs ro‘}ect_

Dastnr had sad that
the power crisis was the
result of the previous
epovernment as it had
exhibited criminal neoli-
pence by delaving the
purchases of the fuel He
added that the coal prce
was ncreased as com-
pared INP

Pakistan Seyyved Mohammad Ali Hosseini called on the Federal
Minister for Education and Professional Training Rana Tanveer
Hussain in his office.

Dua Zahra case: Court
seeks Zaheer Ahmed's call
records from April 15-19

KARACHIL: The judi-
cial magstrate (East) on
Wednesday directed
authorities to present the
phone call records of the
?nod Aprl 15 to 19 of

aheer Ahmed, the boy
who allegedly kldnapﬁed
and marned teenager Dua
Zahra

Dua Zahra was report-
ed missing by her parents
in mid-Apnl. She was
later found to have mar-
ried Zaheer Ahmed in
Lahore.

During the hearing
today, the court aske
whether Zaheer was in
Karachi or Lahore on
April 15 The 10 said
FZaheer was not in
Karachi on April 15 and
16 as per the call data
record (CDR) for  the
number that was provided
mitially He said that the
CDR of another phone

number provided later
has to be fetched.
At thas, the court

directed the 10 to submit
the CDR of the new num-
ber at the next hearng. It
also sought an additional
challan in the case, while
adjourning the hearing till
Tuly 20 ;
_Dwring  the hearing,
Jibran Nasir, the lawyer
of Dua Zahra's father
Mehdi Kazmi, main-
tained that the challan for
making the case class-C
was rendered inadmissi-
ble due to orders of fresh
investigation
He said that the suspect
was accessible to  the
police in Karachi but the
olice didnt arrest him
fe claimed that Zahra
was repeatedly compelled

to e, but wondered "on
whose insistence” the
child did it

“Who would be held
accountable if the suspect
in Zahra's alleged kidnap-

ing flees the country,”
asir asked, adding that
the suspect must appear

in court and fight his
case

"How did you take the
statement of a suspect
who has vet to be arrest-
ed?" the court asked the
government’s counsel
Meanwhile, the Sindh
High Court {SHC) issued
notices to  the  Sindh
Health Department,
Home Department, Sindh
inspector  general of
police, Zaheer Ahmed
and others seeking their
replies by July 21 over
Kazmi's new plea seeking
the recovery aof the
teenager.Kazmi filed a
new plea yesterday, bas-
ing his case on the find-
ines of the medical board,
which determined the
girl's age 10 be between
TIS and 16 years The peti-
tiomer requested action
against Zaheer if “rape” is
roved in medical tests
e claimed that Zaheer
took Zahra to Punjab to
marmy her [N

.
MUZAFFARABAD: Prime Minister of Azad Jammu and Sardar Tanveer Ilyas
offering dua after inaugurating central press club.

Mushaal appeals world for safe
release of Yasin Malik

ISLAMABAD: A delegation
of International  Interchange
Development Association

(IIDA) led by President Mun,
Yong-Jo called on Mushaal
Hussein Mullick, Chairperson
Peace and Culture Orgamezation
in Islamabad on Wednesday and
assured her of ils support 1o
highlight the case of incarcerat-
ed Hurmivat leader Muhammad
Yasin Malik at every global
fomm.

Speaking on the occasion,
Mushaal, wife of jailed Yasin
Malik, thanked “the 1IDA

President for the support and
stated that the fascist Modi
regime was using all brutal tac-
tics to silence him.

She said that Yasin was pow-
erful voice of the Kashmir frea-
dom strugele which was why he
was implicated i various con-
cocted cases,

Mushaal stated that her huos-
band was kept in death cell and
neither his family nor was his
counsel allowed to meet him.

She expressed her apprehen-
sion that since dozens of
Hurriyat leaders were tortured 1o

death; therefore, she worried
about her husband’s safety, She
tofd the delegation that they
should play their role to ensure
his release.

The DA Pakistan President
in Korea Sooba Khan and 1TDA
Standing Advisor Um Jung Sup
were also present on the occa-

Sl

The [TDA President presented
souvenirs to  Mushaal and
Sabeen Malik. Razia Sultana
also received a token of appreci-
ation and souvenir from the del-
egation, INP

The benefits of exercise in a pill?
Science is closer to that goal

ISLAMABAD: Researchers
at Bayler College of Medicine,
Stanford School of Medicine
and collaborating institutions
report  today in the journal
Mature that they have identified
4 molecule in the blood that is
produced dunng exercise and
can effectively reduce food
intake and obesity in mice, The
findings improve our under-
standing of the physiological
processes that underlie the inter-
slay  between exercise and
LT EEr

"Regular exercise has been
proven 1o help weight loss, reg-
ulate appetite and Tmprove the
metabolic profile, especially for
people who are overweight and
obese" said co-corresponding

author Dr. Yong Xu, protessor of

pediatrics- nutrition and molec-
ular and cellular biology at
Baylor. "If we can understand
the mechanism by which exer-
cise triggers these benefits, then
we are closer 1o helping many
pecple improve their health
"We wanted to understand
how exercise works at the
molecular level to be able to

capture some of its benefits,"
said co-corresponding - author
lonathan Long, MDD, assistan
rofessor ol pathology  at
Stanford Medicine and  an
Institute  Scholar of Stanford
ChEM-H {Chemistry,
Engineenng & Medicine for
Human Health). "For example,
older or frail people who cannot
exercise enough. may one day
benetit from taking a medication
that can help slow down osten-
porosis, heart disease or other
conditions "

Xu, Long and their colleagues
conducted comprehensive
analyses of blood plasma com-
pounds from mice following
intense treadmill running. The
maost significantly induced mol-
ecule was a modified amino acid
called Lac-Phe_ It is synthesized
from lactate {a byproduct of
strenuous  exercise  that s
responsible for the burning sen-
sation in muscles) and pheny-
lalamine {an aming acid that 1%
ong of the building blocks of
profeins}

In mice with diet-induced
obesity (fed a hmgh-fat diet), a

SHC restrains police
from acting against
cattle waste shifting

KARACHI: The Sindh High Cournt on Wednesday
restrained police from illezal action against shafting of

cattle waste owtside the citv.

A high court bench was heanng a petition filed by
dumper owners agamst police harassmeant over shifting of
wasta from cattle sheds at Gadap to outside the city

The bench observed that shifting of the animal waste 15
not an unlawiul act, the police has no right to imterfera in

the business

“We sheft the waste and parbage out of the city and
return  back with carrving  clay,” petitioner Peer

Mihammad Gabol told the court

“Police demands extortion (monthlv),” Ahmed Al
Shah advocate told the court “Animals will suffer from
dissases if the garbags and the waste will not be removed
from the cattle sheds™ the lawyer further said

“Police inguiry has proved that dumper owners have
not been involved in any unlawful practice,” according to

the petition.

"The dumpers movement can be an issue of the heavy
traffic on roads,” government counszel said_ "Will they fly
the dumpers into helicopters,” Justice lgbal Kathom

questioned INP

Persecution of
minorities has increased
to alarming proportion

in India under Modi

ISLAMABALD Persecution of Muslims, Christians
and low-caste Hindus in India has increased to an alarm-
ing propartion i India under fascist Narendra Modi as
attacks against members of religious minorties have
increased manifold since BIP came 10 power in 2014

Wiolence, infimidation and harassment fgainst minori-
thies have become order of the day in India and communal
ing country’s policy according to Hindutva
dictates, said a report released, today, by Kashmir Media

Modi is sh

Service.

It said the Indian nunontes are living i a perpetual
state of fear due to the diseriminatory pol
regime. “Muslims are the main tareet of Hindutva forces
in [ndia. Muslims, other minorities are bein
second class citizens in Modi's India. BJP and BSS are on
a mission to purge [ndia of its minonties,” it said

The report citing experts deplored that the BIP govem-
ment in MNew Delhit is relentlassly im
ology of RSS on the minorities in
that Hindutva namanve 15 now a dangerously growing
trend in Indis which projects itself as the largest so-called
democracy of the world, The global commumity must take
cognizance of the plight of minonties in India INP

i
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Pandemic impact on mental health

ISLAMABAD: Afier 2
vears of living  with
COVID-19. the physical
toll of the pandemic is
evident, in terms of cases,
haspitalizations and
deaths, but what of the
memntal effects? Frontline
workers and voung peo-
ole have been some of the
wardest hit, bul no one
has escaped the impact of
the pandemic. In this
Special Feature, Medical

ews Today inveshypates
how the pandemic has
affected mental health
worldwide and asked
experts how we might
address this issue.

All data and stanstics
are based on publicly
available data at the time
of  publication, Some
information may be owt
of date, Visil our coron-

avirus hub for the most
recent information on the
COVID-19 pandemic

In May 2020, the
United MNations reported
that stress and ansiety
levels had risen subsian-
tally during the COVID-
19 pandemic. Since then,
several WAVES of
COVID-19 have left their
mark around the globe.

The World Health
Chroanization {(WHO)
definesTrusted  Source

mental health as “a state
of well-being in which an
individual realizes his or
her own abilities, can
cope  with the mormal
stresses of life, can work
productively and is able
o make a contribution to
his or her community.”
Mental health issues
occur when people can-

nol cope well with the
stresses of life. A pan-
demic is a stressor that
few might have envis-
aged having to cope wath,

The fear of contracting
SARS-CoV-2, the virus
that couses COVID-19,
together with concern
about economic effects,
has caused ansaety and
stress.

Frontline workers, par-
ticularly medical profes-
sionals, have expenenced
burncutTrusted Source
and chronic stress from
the increased pressure

Multiple lockdowns,

hysical distancing, and
fear of infection have
increased izolation, lone-
liness, and anxiety, all
factors that, according to
Lew Chambers, psycholo-
gisl  and  Tounder of

Essentialise Workplace

thear

KARACHI The Sindh High Court on
Wednesday approved a petition filed by
the MOM-P leaders over alleged irrepu-
lanties in providing 21,000 government
jobs in Sindh, ARY News reported

The courl approved the request For
wrgent heanng of the petition and 1ssued
notices 1o the Sindh povernment and
other concerned parties lor arguments

The bench aiso ordered the MOM
lawyer Tang Mansoor to HH wear i the
rrepnrnlinﬂ.MI’}. JJ

said that th

despite the restramming order
“What you want, the Jobs recnutment

should be entrusted with the MMNAg”

Justice Salahuddin Panhwar guestionad

"I 14 the provincial government’s dis-
cretion Ly recruit on jobs i all depart-
ments of Sinidh,” the counsel sad.

“The laws were violated in recruit-

high dose of Lac-Phe suppressed
food intake by about 50% com-
pared 1o control mice over a
period of 12 hours  withou
afTecting their movement or
energy  expenditure When
administered to the mice for 10
days, Lac-Phe reduced cumula-
tive food intake and body weight
{owing to loss of body fat) and
improved glucose tolerance.

‘he researchers also identi-
fled an enzyme called CNDPZ
that is involved in the produc-
tion of Lac-Phe and showed that
mice lacking this enezyme did
not lose as much weight on an
exercise regime as a o control
aroup on the same exercise plan.

Interestingly, the team also
found robust elevations in plas-
ma Lac-Phe levels following
physical activity in racehorses
and humans. Data from a human
exercise cohort showed that
sprint exercise induced the most
ramatic increase in plasma
Lac-Phe, followed by resistance
training and then  endurance
training. "This suggeests that
Lac-Phe is an ancient and con-
served system NP

Suleman Shehbaz
serves Rslbn
defamation notice
on PTI’s Imran
Ismail

LOMNBON: Suleman Shehbaz,
som of Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, on Wednesday sent RBsl hil-
lion defamation notice to PTI
leader and formed Sindh govemor
Imran lsmail over solar panel
agreement allegations,

Suleman Shehbaz has semt
notice to former Sindh governor
through his lawyers

Shehbaz, in & notice available
with this news agency, maintained
that Mr lsmail had leveled base-
less allegations against the former
regarding agreements made with
Turkish companies over the pur-
chase of solar panels for Pakistan

“Imran Tsmail had claimed that
PM Shehbaz Sharif, during his
recent visit to Turkey, aided solar
energy deals for his son Suleman
Shehbaz”, he wrote in a notice and
declared all such allegations as
baseless. )

Ihe notice gives Ismail 15 days
tor not only retract her remarks and
lender an apology, but also pay her
Rsl hillion as compensalion

In & series of tweets on July 3,
former Sindh governor Ismail had
claimed that the government’s
decision to shift public buildings
to solar panels amid power shor-
fall was w0 benefit PM Shehbaz’s
son Suleman

He wrole, “Inslead of improving
ties with Turkey, Shehbaz Shant
aided solar energy deals for is son
Suleman Shahbaz during the visit
and now solar panels would be
purchased from his [Suleman]
company.”INP

Fawad accuses
Marriyum
Aurangzeb of
lobbying for
her husband

ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insal (PTI) leader
Fawad Chaudhry on
Wednesday accused Pakistan

Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) leader  and
Information Minister

Marrivum Aurangzeb of lob-
bying for her hushand and
paving the path for him in
making crores of rupees.
Addressing a press confer-
ence, the former Federal
Minister said that no
Pakistan  Tehreek-e-Insaf
{PTl} minister has been
accused of corruption. The

PTI leader. INP

ISLAMABAD: Senator Maulana Abdul Ghafoor haideri called
on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

SHC approves MQM-P
plea for hearing over Sindh

jobs recruitment

ment on jobs from BS-035 o BS-15," the
lawyer argued. A fake commuliee was
formed and a private entity was entrust-
ed for test,” the lawyer claimed

The Sindh I[:rf;h Court in June reject-
ed MOM-P Kh
against the issuance of fake domiciles in
Sindh and retracted the restrmmng order
on government jobs in Sindh

awija l[zhar’s petition

The MOM leader had filed a petition

=P lawyer
e peftitton was dismissed

againsl the issuance of fake domiciles
for secunng government jobs in Sindh
“What vou want, the jobs recruitment
should be entrusted with the MNAs™
Justice Salahuddin Panliwar guestioned
the lawyer "1t 15 the provincial govem-
ment's discretion to recruil on jobs in all
departments of Sindh,” the counsel said

“The laws were violated i recruit-

ment on jobs from BS-03 o BS-15." the
lawyer arpued. A fake commutiee was
formed and a private entity was entrust-
ed for test,” the lawyer clmmed INP
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Wellbeing, are “massive
catalysts”™ for mental
]1eﬂ|lﬁ 158185

Other experts agree
According 1o Dr Adrian
Jaimes, president of the
Roval  College  of
F‘s:.-'ch]atnsts.

“Social solahon, lone-
liness, stress and anxiety,
domestic abuse, bereave-
ment, financial difficul-
fies, unemE]nvmen.t and
severe COVID-19 infee-
ton are all factors that
might have caused peo-
ple’s mental health to
deteriorate,”

Worldwide increases in
mental health issues

In 2019, a study in The
LanceiTrusted ~ Source
reported that some 12.5%
of the global population
would have an issue with

some time o their life, In
March 2022, the WHO
reported that worldwide,
anxiety and depression
increased by 23%Trosted
Source in the first yvear of
the pandemic.

Lee Chambers has seen
evidence of this: “If I'm
honest, from my perspec-
tive, the incidence of
everything [mental
health-related] has
increased | I] It has
been amplified for people
who are already sutfenng
with certain conditions
They've found less
pecess to services and
challenges i managing
their everyday exis-
tence "He added: “One
thing that continually sot
flapgred was new inci-
dences. People INP
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Any recording made to expose crime not against the law: Rana Sanaullah

ISLAMABAD: Federal Interior Minister Rana Sanaullah on Wednesday said that any recording

video or

audio — made 1o expose a person’s criminal offences or misdeed could not be considered a erime, unless i

was done 1o blackmail someone

"The reality 15 that if any recording, whether video or audio, is made to catch someone's crime, then in my
view it is no crime. If it is used to blackmail someone, then it is a cnme." he said in a press conference.

"Mo one can even claim that it is a vielation of their privac
His comments come as a reference (o the

. %.-?" the minisier asserted. P
ried audio clip of Bushra Bibi, former prime minister Imran

LT
Khan's wife, and PTI social media head Dr .Hr:s an Khalid that has been doing the rounds on social media.
in the alleged clip, Bushra Bibi could be heard telling Dr Khalid that Imran had asked him to run trends on
social media declaring political opponents as "traitors". i :
As per the clip, Dr Khalid was told to declare “Aleem Khan and others” traitors on social media as they
would be speaking against the PTI chief. According to the clip, the former first lady also asked the PTI social
media hl:arj to raise the issue of the 'cipher’ on social media. She also allegedly asked Dr Khalid to highlight

the issue of the government not buying oil from Russia which was akin to “betrayal
Dr Khalid was allegedly instructed by Bushra Bibi that these issues should not

be hushed down and that

trends should heeﬁenerale:] to highlight how “Imran Khan and the country were being betrayed”

In the purpon

Khan, a friend of the former first lady who

clip, Bushra Bibi also allegedly told Arslan Khalid to link criticism against her and Farah
ew out of Pakistan in April, with treason. As per the chip, Dr

Khalid assured the ex-first lady that the social media team would follow the instructions and label the PTI crs

4 1.\

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Climate Change Senam:SIlcrry Rehman talks to press about
current monsoon rainfall in the country.

Pakistani rupee
halts US dollar’s
upward trend

ISLAMABAD: After getting a good
thrashing at the hands of L[g doliar
Tuesday which was appreciated by
Rs2 38, the Pakistani rupee halts
reenback’s  further  thght  on

‘ednesday bringing its value down by
19 paisas.

According to forex market, dollar
was depreciated by 19 paisas during
the morning trading activity in the
interbank and was being exchanged al
Rs206. 75, Yesterday, the Amerncan
currency was closed at Rs2006.94

The Pakistani rupee which was con-
stantly gaining some ground against
the LS dollar tor zlmost a weeﬁ?:alnst
its steam Tuesday as its value was
depreciated by a massive 2.38 in the
interbank trading )

It was observed that after the
announcement of the Memorandum of
Economic and Financial Policies
(MEFP) received from IMF for the
combined 7th and 8th reviews on June
28, the rupes started its uEward trajec-
tory against the greenback in the inter-
bank market, )

Now, experts said the fresh decline
in rupee’s value was due 10 repay-
ments pressure and increase in dolfar
demand INP

Investigators seek
SECP record in
Farah Gogi
corruption case

ISLAMABAD: Widening the scope
ol its probe mto corrieption allegations
%gaium_ Farah Gogi, the Anli-

ormeption Establishment (ACE) has

sought record from the Secunties and
Exchange Commission of Pakistan
(SECP) on Wednesdav.

Reportedly, the ACE wrote a letter
to the SECF demanding the record of
Ghousia Builders and (i Mangolia
Housing Society owned bF Farah
Giogi. who s close frend of former
first lady Bushra Bibi )

An inguiry committeg of the ACE is
holding mvestigations into the devel-
opment of the housing sociefy.

The probe was launched against the
administration of G Mangolia
Housing Society on the complaints of
citizens

According to sources. Farah Gogi is
the chief executive of Ghousia
Builders - the company which is
blllldln‘%G Mangolia Housing Society

The Ghousia Builders’ office is situ-
ated in 51 F Gulberg 11

The ACE wrote a letter to the SECP
registrar and sought a complete record
ol” both the construction companies
NP

Pakistan felicitates
Algeria on 60th
Independence Day

ISLAMABAD,  Pakistan  has
extended felicitations on the occasion
of the 60th anmiversary of the inde-
Eﬂ.:ndt:ug;ﬂ.: of the People’s Democratic

epublic of Algeria

inistry of Foreign Affairs (Mofa)
extended the heartiest felicitations to
Algeria’s government and its people.

oth countries established their
diplomatic relations in 1958 Also,
both countries are members of the
Organization of Islamic Cooperation
(OTC). The major items exported from
Pakistan to Algena mclude nce, tex-
tile, and sports goods. Pertinent to
note that Algeria commemorates colo-
nial Algerian independence from
France on 5 July 1962 INP

Two die in rain
incidents in
Karachi, roads
flooded in Sukkur

KEARACHI Two citizens died in
incidents after rain in Karachi. Roads
in Sukkur were flooded due to the
heavy rainfall while low-lying areas
were inundated and different areas of

Sukkur are also experiencing load-
shedding A man _lost his Tlife in
Karachi's Azam Basti after setting

electrocuted by water motor while &
| 4-yvear-old Iman lost her life in Malir
after a wall of her house fell on herOn
the other hand, power has not been
restored after rain stopped. While
drainage system was badly failed in
the city, Hoads and low-Tving areas
were inundated [NP

Sindh Opposition
leader Haleem Adil
arrested from Lahore

LAHORE | Police arrested
PTI Opposition Leader in Sindh
Assembly Haleem Adil Sheikh
from Lahore in the wee hours of

Wednesday. )

Repurtﬁdlﬁ-. Haleem Adil
came to Lahore Tuesday and
was staying in a hotel. Some
officials in plain clothes entered
the hotel and took him away
with them He has been shifted
to some unknown place

The CCTV footage of PTI
leader Mr Adil being arrested
by plain-clothed officials alse
surfaced. It could be seen in the
footage that the MPA did not
put up any resistance and went
with the men

His wife Dua Bhuito and
daughter Ayesha Haleem con-
firmed his arrest through their
tweets. )

Daughter Avesha wrote in her
tweet that her father was a
member of Sindh Assembly and
he could not be delained with-

oul the permission of the 5A
speaker.

According to sources, several
cases have been registered in
different Sindh police stations
against Mr Adil and to evade his
arrest in Sindh, he came to
Lahore On Tuesday, the author-
ities also arrested _]'{)ufrlaflsl
Imran Riaz Khan while he was
eading to Islamabad He was
taken into custady in a treason
case registered against him in
Attock. There are as manir' as 17
treason cases across Punjab
against the journalist

Yesterday, PT1 Chairman and
former prime minister Imran
Khan decried the harassment of
the party supporters wondering
why the judiciary was silent
over the matter, adding that
whether fundamental rights,
g]ramed by the Constitutien to
the citizens of Pakistan, had
been “suspended” under whai
he called a “fascist regime™ INP

Imran Khan secures
bail in 10 cases
against him

ISLAMABAD: Former pnme
miinister and Pakistan Tehreek-i-
Insaf {PTI{ Chairman Imran
Khan has obtained interim bail
in 10 cases filed by the incum-
bent government against him,
hours after journalist Imran Riaz
Khan and Opposition Leader in
Sindh Assembly Haleem Adil
Sheikh were arrested,

According to details, PTI
leader Babar Awan appeared
before the court on behalf of
Imran Khan in the district court
and pleaded that the PT1 chair-
man could not appear before the
i:_u_url owing to a threat to his
ite.

The court also extended the
bail pleas of Shah Farman and
Shahram Tarakai.Previously, a
district and sessions court in
lslamabad granted Friday pre-
arrest bail to former prime min-

ister and Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) Chairman Imran
Khan in different cases pertain-
ing to vandalism during the
party’s May 235 long march
toward Islamabad,

PT] Chairman appeared before
the district and sessions court of
Jucégc Kamran Basharat Mufi

ubsequently, the Istamabad
court granted pre-arrest to for-
mer pnme minister in 10 FIRs
till July & and directed police 1o
submit a record of cases in next
hearing The further hearing of
the case was adjourned until Jul}y
& Earlier, the Peshawar High
Court (PHC) granted transit bail
to former prime minister and
Pakistan  Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
Chairman Imran Khan till June
25 in different cases registered
against him in connection with
May 235 “Azadi March’ INP

Montaineers Kashif
Shehroze, Fazal Ali go
missing in Nanga
Parbat storm

ISLAMABAD: Shehroze
Kashilf, the lamous Pakistam
climber, who recently set the
record of scaling. the Killer
Nanga Parbal as the yvoungest
mountaineer of the world, is
reported to have gone missin
on the mountain at an altitude o
7,300 meters along with fellow
¢climber Fazal Ali, it has been
reported on Wednesday

Alpineg Club  of Pakistan
[AE'IE} Secretary Karar Haidari,
however, said that both the

climbers were stranded in the
snowstorm on the mountain.

In a video message. the father
of  Shehroze ashif  has
appealed to Army Chief General

amar Javed Baywa for am

immedhiate operation for the res-
L=

5

! 3

DV M E

cue of both the climbers

“Despite several phone calls,
no reply was received from
Shehroze Kashif. Our contaci
with him and Fazal Ali was cul
off during their return from
Manga Parbat,” he said

“Shehroze had paid homage
to the martyrs of Pakistan Army
by 5L‘H|1ﬂﬁ the Kangchenjungs
Peak He has also set the record
of scaling MNanza Parbat at
yvouny age,” he added

Meanwhile, Gilgit-Baltistan
Chief Minister Abdul Khalid
issued orders for a rescue oper-
ation It is to be noted here that
Shehroze Kashif, known as the
Broad Boy from Lahore,
climbed 8025 meters high
Manga Parbat, the INP
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Health Abdul Qadir Patel receving USAID donat-
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ics “traitors”

A day after the audio clip surfaced, PT1 leaders Shireen Mazari and Fawad Chaudhry claimed that the phones
of Tmran and his family were being tapped and called the clip a breach of law,

At a press conference in Islamabad today, Sanaullah said that the audico clip proved that Bushra Bibi was
“involved in a crime”. "A lady of an important status is linking the entire opposition and the nation with trea-
son over a letter, which they {PT1) claimed came from America.

"She is doing it 1o save hersell from corruption, She is explaining how it can done with a proper procedure,
with pm%:;r pl&nnigﬁ and training,” he stated, adding that no questions could be raised on such a recording.

But if PT1 claim

it and demand a forensic examination.

"Instead, his party members say that the content of the audio doesn’t matter. If the recording is fake, they
should say that 1t 15 Take so that an investigation 15 held to prove who is right and who isn't.”

Meanwhile, responding to Imran's video speech last night, Sanaullah said that the PTI chief "should be
ashamed of himself" for making claims that he was being harassed and isclated.

"Have you not been doing this with your opponents for 3.5 vears? Mo such thing is being done with you,"
he said. “Ts asking you aboul your assets and corruption harassing vou?"In a message vesterday, Imran had
threatened 1o "reveal everything” about the characters involved inthe alleged conspiracy to ousl his govern-
ment if harassment of him and his party did not cease, "If we are pushed against the wall and harassed then 1
will be forced to speak up and wall lay bare everything before the nation about what happened.” he said INP

Petition seeking Haleem Adil
Sheikh’s recovery filed in LHC

KARACHE A pelition seeking recm;m?- of PTI
Cipposition Leader in Sindh Assembly Halee
Sheikh has been filed in the Lahore High Court

The petition was filed by Mr Adil’s personal secre-
tary Muhammad Farhan on Wednesday. The PT1 leader
was whisked awsy carlv this morning by men in plain
clothes from a hotel in Lahore where he came 10 stay

vesterday

The Punjab G police and others were made respon-
dents in the petinon, The plea stated that some men
wearing plain clothes took away Haleem Adil. Police
were contacted in this regard, but still the whereabouts
g sition leader have not been disclosed,

of the 5A op
the petition added

e petition further stated that despite a lapse of sev-
eral hours, Mr Adil had not been produced vet before
any courl The Lahose High Court 15 requested 1o pass
an order for the appearance of the PT1 leader before a

court, the plea added

_Earlier, the police arrested PT1 Opposition Leader in
Sindh Azzembly Haleem Adil ShEJEk

the wee hours of Wednesday Haleem Adil came to
Lahore Tuesday and was staying in a hotel Some offi-
cials in_plain clothes entered the hotel and took him
away with them He has been shifted to some unknown

plage

The CCTV footage of PTI leader My Adil being
arrested by plain-clothed officials also surfaced [t
could be seen in the footage that the MPA did not put
up any resistance and went with the men.

His wife Dua Bhutto and daughter Avesha Haleem
confirmed his armest through their teeets,

Daughter Avesha wrote in her tweel that her father
was 4 member of Sindh Assembly and he could not be
detained without the permission of the 5A s

According to sources, several cases have been rems-

IHC directs to
approach LHC
over arrest of
Journalist Imran
Riaz Khan

ISLAMABAD
Islamabad Hizh Court

(IHC) on cdnesday
directed the counsel of
Imran Riaz Khan to

approach Lahore High
“ourt (LHC) over arrest
of the joumnalist.

Chigl® Justice of THC
Athar Mhnallah, while
conducting  heanng on
contempt of court plea
over the arest, remarked
that the journalist was
taken into custedy from
Attock which does not
fall under jurisdiction of
this court

The court  further
remarked that LHC is the
appropriate forum to raise
the matter of arrest of
Imran Rigz Khan,

It merits mention that
the petition stated that
Imran Riaz was arrested
despite clear orders of the
Islamabad High Court
The court had directed the
authorities  concerned
gcross the country not to
arrgst him

The petitioner  has
taken a stand that con-
tempt of court action
should be taken against
the violators of court
order. 1G Islamabad, 1G
Punjab and DC Islamabad
were made parties in the
pettien

It may be recalled that
Attock police had arrested
jeurnalist Imran Riaz

chan on Tuesday
night INP

Missing’
mountaineer
Shehroze
Kashif traced,
returning to
camp: father

GILGIT: Mountaineer
Shehroze Kashif and his
partner have been spotted
refurning to base camp 3
of the Nanga Parbat, a day
after he wenl missing Tol-
lowing scaling the ninth
highest mountain

ashif Salman, the
father of the mountainger,
said that Shehroze Kashif
and his partner Afzal were
spotted returning to camp
3They are returning on
their own and were not
rescued by anyone,” the
Father said, hours afler he
appealed to the Chief of
Army  Swaaft  General
Oamar Javed Bajwa for
launching a rescue opera-
tion for their safe recoy-
ery.Shehroze Kashif
scaled the top of the
Manga Parbat on Tuesday
morfing, however, he
later losl contact with the
base camp later, prompt-
ing fear that he along with
his co-mountaineer INP

ed four mobile laboratories to Strengthen Pakistan's COVID-19 Testing and other com-

municable discases,

m Adil

that the recording was false, the minister continued, then Imran should straight up refute

tered in different Sindh police stations against Mr Adil
and to evade his arrest in Sindh, he came to Lahore.
On Tueesday, the suthorinies also arrested joumnalist
Imran Riaz Khan while he was heading 1o Islamabad
He was taken into custody in a treason case regis-
tered against lim in Aftock. There are as many as |7
treason cases across Pumjab against the journalist.

Tuesday, PTI Chairman and former prime minister

rectme’”

Imran Khan decried the harassment of the party sup-
porters wondenng why the judiciary was silent over
the matter, adding that whether fundamental righis,
granted by the Constitution to the citizens of Pakistan,
had been ™ suspended™ under what he called a “fascist

ganwhile, it was learnt that police will present Mr

Adil before the Model Town Kuchehn for his transit
remand later today ) -

After getting his remand, the police would shift him

te Sindh province as the Sindh anti-cormuption depart-

from Lahore in

ment has registered a case against the PTI leader

Adil Sheikh's lawyer amir Saeed Ran has also
reached Model Town kuchehri According to sources,
several cases have been registered in different Sindh
police stations against Mr Adil and to evade his arrest
in Sindh, he came to Lahore. On Tuesday, the authori-

ties also arrested journalist Imran Riaz Khan while he

aker.

was heading to Islamabad. He was taken into custody
in a treason case registered against him in Attock.
There are as manr as |7 treason cases across Punjab
against the journali {

mer prime minister lmran Khan decried the harassment
of the party 5L!|:|Forlt.:rs wondering why the judiciary
was silent over the

mental rights, granted by the Conzstitution to the citi-
zens of Pakistan, had been “'suspended™ under what he
called a “fascist regime” INP

st. Tuesday, PTI Chairman and for-

matter, adding that whether funda-

Pakistan’s Covid-19
positivity ratio
rises to 4.69pc

ISLAMABAD Pakistan o
Wednesday reporied as many as 305
fresh cases of Covid-19 in the last 24
hours, the National Institute of Health
(MNIH) data showed

According to the Mational Institute
of Health, 17,150 Covid tests were
conducted across the country in past
24 hours, out of which 805 turned out
to be positive

The nationwide Covid-19 test posi-
tivity rato remained 4.6%9 percent,
according to the report. ;

Meoreover, one more people died of
Covid-19 in the past 24 hours, taking
the overall death toll in the provinge
o 30,399, said NIH, adding that 168
pe%EIe: are in critical condition

e Mational  Command and

ISLAMABAD: Special assistant to the Prime Minister on youth affairs Shaza

Operation Centre (NCOC)} Tuesday
issued fresh suidelines in view of the
upcoming Eidul Azha, urging people
to follow the standard operating pro-
cedures (SOPs) to prevent Covid-19
infection, The forum has advised the
seople 1o stay indoors during the Eid
Lehda}'s and ohserve precautionary
measures 1n view of the msing trend
of Covid cases. "It has been advised
to undertake minimal necessary frav-
el during Eid holidays as the nsk of a
new wave was imminent”. According
to the NCOC, the Eid pravers 5hDuIﬁ
be offered at open spaces with Covid-
19 protocols. In case prayers are
offered indoors, windows and doors
of mosques be kept open for adequate
ventilation INP

Fatima Khawaja in a meeting with representatives from UN Women Pakistan.

Karachi: Meteorologist
cautions against urban
flooding in low-lying areas

KARACHL: A weather official
has warned against urban flooding
in low-lyving areas of Karachi as
mMOonsoon  rains  continuing  in
Karachi and other parts of Sindh

Chief Meteorologist  Sardar
Sarfaraz has predicted around 350
milimeters’ rainfall in some areas
of the port city

Sarfaraz has cautioned against
urban flooding in some parts of
metropolis mlLﬁrig thal intermitiend
rainfall with thunderstorm will con-
tinue in the city today

He said concerned authorities and
departments have been cautioned
about the likelihood of urban flood-
ing in the city

The ongoing monseon sysiem
will remain active in Lhe region
until July 09, the weather official
further said.

Rain lashed several areas of
Karachi on Tuesday as Malir, Shah

Faisal Colony, Landhi, Korangi,
Saddar, Lyaii, North Karachi,
Surjani Town, NMNagan Chowrangi,
Godhra and  other localities
received showers in afternoon

Pakistan Meteorological
Department {(PMD) in a recent fore-
cast said that the monsoon currents
are likely to further strengthen from
the weekend,

Under the influence of this
weather svstem Karachi,
Mirpurkhas, adu, Thatta and
Badin  will receive rain until

Thursday (tomorrow)

Balochistan's most district will
also receive widespread rainfall
while Kashmir, KP, Islamabad and
several districts of Punjab are
expected 1o be lashed by rain with
wind or thunderstorm from today
till 07th July morning Several dis-
tricts of Simdh Tuesday received
light to moderate rain. INP

Punjab by-polls:
LHC summons ECP
officials over ‘change in
electoral rolls

LAHORE: The Lahore High Court
(LHC) has summoned officials of the
Election Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) on a plea against changes in
electoral rolls ahead of by-elections
in 20 constituencies of the Punjab
AHE”.HF on July 17 o

The plea was filed by a citizen
named Munir Ahmed through his
counsel Azhar Siddique, who has rep-
[esenled PTI in many cases previous-
v,

" The plea which made the chief
election commissioner and provincial
election commissioner as resFoudems
in the case stated that the ECP has
made changes to the electoral lists
ahead of the by-poils which is illegal.

“Many living geup]e have been
declared deceased and their votes
have been disposed-off,” it said,

adding that the step could lead to rig-
g]nfT' in the polls. o

The petition said that it is the
responsibility  of the Election
Commassion 1o hold Tree and fair
elections and the court should direct
the commission 1o restore the previ-
ous electoral rolls.

It is pertinent to mention here that
the Election Commission of Pakistan
{EEIP} Punjab has recently rejected
the allezations of Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Inzaf il-FI'I] central leader Dr. Yasmin
Rashid and clarfied that no changes
were made 1o electoral rolls afier the
unveiling of the election schedule in
Punjab, The provincial election com-
missionér said in a statement that
there were no changes made to elec-
toral rolls after the announcement of
the election schedule INP




