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Pakistan Railways
announces 30pc
discount in fares

Imran Khan says ready
for negotiations on
one-point agenda

Balochistan rains: death toll rises to 53 as

rescue operation underway
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Bugti, Pishin, Zhob,
Dukki, Kohlu, Harnai.
Sihi1 and  Lasbella

Heavy rainfall played
havoe i Quetta’s Link
Badini Road.
Kharotabad,
Pashtoonabad, Nawan
Eilli, Sariab Road and
other poor neighbor-
hoods of the city.

Rains have damaged
dozens of small bridges
and delay and check
dams in CQuetta and
other
Balochistan. YVideos
widely shared on social
media show dams and
bridges being swepl
away in floods and
heavy rainfall.

“We have ordered the
concerned deputy com-

parts of

missioners (o assess the
damages”. Mir Ziaullah

Langove, the
Balochistan Home
Minister said. He said
the governmeni was

aware of the difficulties
of the masses.

Pak Army FC person-
nel assisting  civil
administration

Personnel of the Pak
Army, Frontier Corps
(FC)  assisted  the
POMA and civil admin-
istration during rescue
and relief operations
throughout the
province, Pak Army
personnel were seen
rescuing  the trapped
eople 1n Gwadar, Ei“ﬂ
Eui ullah, and other
parts of the province,

Heavy rainfall and
floods have left thou-
sands of people home-
less in  Balochistan,
Most people are still in
desperate need of sup-

port. “Government
should practically
taunch relief operation
rather than words”,
Fazal ur Rehman, a trib-
al elder from Pishin
said,

He said flash floods
unleashed by heavy
rainfall have swept

away most of the
bridges and small dams
im  the district.
“Government should
compensate the people
for their human and
financial losses”. he
demanded

Sved Ali Shah

OUETTA: The death
toll in  rains-related
mcidents reached 33 on
Thursday night as Pak

Army, Frontier Corps,
Provincial Disaster
Management Authority

(PDMA)  and  civil
administrations
launched a massive res-
cue and relief operation
across Balochistan.
“PDMA has received
33 dead bodies since the
start of heavy rainfall in
Balochistan™, an officer
of the provineial emer-
gency operation cell
said. He said 47 people
have suffered injuries
as a result of heavy
rainfall and flash-floods
unleashed by rains, The

officer revealed that 18
women and 16 children
were also among the
dead,

Heavy
also killed
stock.

D31?131{Eﬁ assessment
underway ACTOSS
Balochistan

Efforts to evacuate
victims are the first pri-
ority, However, the
administration is also
assessing the damages
so that the relief opera-
tions can be expedited —
cooked food and tents
are being provided to
the victims by PDMA,
Pakistan Army, and FC,
a statement issued by
the Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR)
said,

In addition, financial

have
live-

rainfalls
416

assistance 15 being pro-
vided to the bereaved
families and rations and
necessary financial
assistance are  also
being provided to the
affected families
according to local tradi-
tions.

The passenger train
wis 1:111pt:rul‘ﬁx' halted
due to a landshide near
Dozan Post in  the
Machh area vesterday.
However, the trains
were restored afier the
railway  track  was
cleared by FC personnel
and railway workers,

Casualties were
reported from Quetta,
Barkhan, Dera Bug,
Pishin

Most of the casualties
were reported  from
CQuetta. Barkhan. Dera

Pak Army FC

operation in Balochistan

Mews Desk
QUETTA: Pak Army

and Frontier Corps are
assisting the civil admin-
istration and the provin-
cial disaster management
authonty (FDMA]) in res-
cue and relief operations
after floods and heavy
rainfall in various parts of
Balochistan

FC Balochistan and

Pak Ammy. PDMA,

District Administration  Sib,

and other concermned Kohlu,

agencies are providing
full support to the rains
and floods affected peo-
ple across the province
Areas  of  Quetta,
Chaman, Loralai, Qila
Saifullah, Swi, Dera
Bugti, Machh, Lashela,

Falns.

Harna,

Mak
Barkhan,
Zhob have been severely
affected by floods and

and

s e

_ Efforts to evacuate vie-
nms are the first prionty.
However the administra-
tion 15 also assessing the
damages s0 that the relief

vided

assisting
civil administration in rescue

-
: o
operations can be expe-
chited — cooked food and
tents are being provided
to the victims by PDMA,
Pakistan Army, and FC. 1]

In addition, financial
Assistance 15 I.'”EI“E! Pro-
to the bereaved
families and rations and
necessary [inancial assis-

tance are also being pro-
vided to the affected fam-
ilies according to local

traditions )
The passenger train
was temporanly  halted

due to a landslide near
Dozan Post in the Machh
area vesterday, However,
the trains were restored
after the ralwav track
was cleared by FC per-
somnel and ranlway work-
ers

Relief operations in
(nla Safullah, Chaman,
Qila Abdullah, Harmai
and other affected areas
collaboration . wath
POMA  and district
admumstration will con-
tinue till Facilities are pro-
vided to the wvictims
ISPR

R

CJ Naeem Akhtar Afghan
administers oath to S new
additional judges

StalT Reporter

OUETTA Chief Justice
Balochistan. High Count (BHC),
Mr. Justice Nacem Akhtar Afghan
administered the ocath to the five
newly appointed additional judges
on Thursday. The cath-taking cere-
mony took a place at the BHC hall
in Quetta, The newly appointed
Judges include Advocate Ighal
Ahmed Kasi, Advocate Shaukat Al
Rakhshani, Advocate Gu] Hassan
Tareen, Muhammad Aamir Mawaz
Rana and Sardar Ahmed Aleemi.
President Dr. Anf Alvi  had
gppointed  the five additional
judges of the BHC on the recom-

PM Shehbaz sees drop in petrol

Admitting that hike in petroleum products’ (SPDL]'
prices had made all and sundry worried, Prime Minister Shehbaz 5

ISLAMABAD:

mendations

Commission of Pakistan.

of

Judicial

With the appointment of five

harit

said on Thursday that the oil prices had come down in the alobal market,
and it was hoped that the commaodity would soon be available to people in

Pakistan al cheaper rales

.i'uldn:.ns.ing, the ceremony held in connection with launching Blue and

Green Line E
ects of public welfare were amon

uses in Islamabad, Shehbaz Sharif made it clear that the proj-
the government’s H'IF

f 1 priorties, and
delay in the completion of these schemes would not be to

erated. “People,

belonging to all strata of the society. will benefit from Blue and Green Line

buses,” he added

PM Shehbaz, on the occasion, pledged to steer the country out of all
crises, “We will work hard for the development of our country,” he com-

mented

He also praised Intenor Minister Rana Sanaullah lor announcing steps
for the betterment of Islamabad Police,
Shehbaz inaugurated the first four-ling interconnected Tslamabad metro
bus servige, terming the step a big relief for commuters of the twin cities
dealing with high fuel !prices, He termed the service a gift for the residents

of the twin cities of 1s

common man, students and workers plying on the routes.
With the service, Bhara Kahy, GT Road, Koral and Rawalpindi have
been connected through Green, Orange, Blue and Red Lines respectively
The bus service will nin from Baharakahu o PIMS (Green Ling) 32:
Koral (o PIMS (Blue Ling) where all the Green Blue service will merge
with Red Line (Rawalpindi Islamabad Metro), From Faiz Ahmad Faiz bus

amabad and Rawalpindi, which will accommodate

=y =
new judges, the number of judees

in the Balochistan High "Court
(BHC) reached 14

Cholera claims 2 lives, over three

dozens affected in Zhob

Al Khan Mandokhail

ZHOB: Cholera claimed two lives and affected over
three dozens were affected in Balochistan’s Zhob dis-
trict on Thursday. Women and children were also
affected as cholera spreads in various pans of the dis-

Inct

“Duning last two days, we have provided medical
treatment to over three dozens of patients”, Dr. Noor ul
Hag, the Medical Superintendent of district headquar-

ters hospital Zhob,

Maost of the patients were discharged aller providing
first medical aid and basic treatment. However, the
condition of six patients was severe. “We fear a rise in
the number of patients in aftermath of flash floods in
Zhob”, Dr Moor ul Hag warned, He said using contam-
inated water was the major reason behind the spread of

cholera in the area.

“Mo adequate medicines to treat patients”, MS com-

plains

When asked about the availability of the medicines,
Mr. Haq informed that the hospital admimistration was
facing problems because of less sup

This cholera outbreak has come a

Iy of medicines,
most a week after

N\

5

. '
cholera claimed two lives in Balochistan's Barkhan
distnict, Cholera had also claimed precious human lives
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in Balochistan™s resource-rich Dera Bugt district

The government of Balochistan has not taken any

notice of the cholera outbreak in Zhob till the filing of

Pakistan Railways
announces 30pe

discount in fares

LAHORE: In order to facili-
tate masses on the occasion of
Eidul Azha, Pakistan Railways
has announced a 30 percent dis-
count in fares.

According to the railway
administration, the reduction n
train fares will be applicable to
all passenger trains during the
three days of Eidul Azha

The notification has been
1ssued on the direction of
Minister for Railways Khawaja
Saad Rafigue.

On the other hand, three spe-
cial trains will be operated on
multiple routes betore Eidul
Azha, while the first special
tram would depart at 10 am on
July 8 It would travel from
(uetta to Peshawar via Multan,
Sahiwal and Lahore. [NP

PIA operates first
direct flight to
ol = ¥

China’s Chengdu

[SLAMABAD Pakistan
International Airdine (PIA) success-
fully operated the frst divect Mght
between Islamabad to Chengdu
China on Thursday

Chinese awviation authorities at
the Chengdu International Airport
extended a splendid welcome to the
PLA flight and also cut a cake on the
QCCasion

The Chinese Embassy in
Islamabad sad that direct thehts
between both cities enhance bilat-
eral ties with China

Also, PIA has opened the north-
ern areas 1o the world and now
added more flights from lslamabad
to Skardu, 12 tumes a week. for
more chotee and  greater conven-
ience

S0 for this summer vacation and
Eid holidays, don't waste out the
opportunity . and  book  vour
tickets. INF

this report. Government-run hospitals in remote areas
of Balochistan paint a bleak picture when il comes o
the availability of doctors and the provision of medi-
cines and medical treatment.

Imran Khan says
ready for
negotiations on
one-point agenda

ISLAMABAD, Former prime
minister and Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) Chairman Imran Khan
has asserted that he was ready for
negotiations on the issue of hold-
ing early elections.

Speaking to journalists during a
meeting, the former premier saidd
he was ready to hold talks with
anyone if carly elections are guar-
anteed. “The doors of negotiation
are open, but only on general elec-
tions,” he added

Imran Khan said that he was
concerned about the country's situ-
ation and will continue to raise his
voice for the betlerment of people
of Pakislan

The PTI Chairman added that he
can never see the army becoming
weak, while appointment of the
army chief had never been his
issue, INP

price after fall in global market

ﬂqF. the passengers can take Orange line to Airport. )
he prime minister mentioned that at the time when the petrol prices
skyrocketed, the launch of four metro bus lines would be a sigh of relief
for commuters, He said a decent and on-time transporation Service on reg-
ular basis was a service 1o common man and lauded the efforts of Tnterior
Minister angd the Chairman CDA for service delivery,

He announced 1o offer free transportation service 1o commuters for one

mignth.

~ PM Shanif regretted that a delay in launch of service for four years dur-
ing the previous tenure incurred heavy losses to national exchequer
e directed completion of allied services to metro bus project on urgent

basiz to facilitate the common man.

PM Sharif said the shuttle service from Rawat to Koral was under con-
sideration and funds would be provided for an early launch

He said every penny of national exchequer would be spent judiciously
For the uplifl of citizens and stressed thal every public project bé monitored

to avoid lapses in delivery

The prime minister said efforts were afoot to control inflation in the
country through shori-term relief measures. He said the government would
promote solar power generation projects to mitigate the challenges of

shomage of elecincity

He lauded the step of the Punjab government to provide free electricity
to consumers using 100 units and hoped that the other provinces would
also emulate the Facility The prime minisier appreciated the effons of

=,

Interior Minister Rana Sanaullah for the steps taken regarding the welfare
of Islamabad police and their families INP




EDITORIAL oo

Editor Asim Khan

Torrential rain exposed

drainage system in Quetta

Torrential rains badly exposed the drainage system in Quetta, the capital of
Balochistan prosince, Heavy rainfall brought joy to the people living in posh areas
of the city, whereas, woes to people living in poor neighborhoods and marginalized
areas. A heartbreaking video of two teenage bovs being swept away in the rainwater
in Queila’s Sariab Road area was widely shared on social media, This really pained

CVOTY Sdne person

Hundreds of heartbreaking images of rain survivors were shared on social media
outlets. This simply exposed the system in general and Quetta's drainage system in

particular

Rains-related incidents claim 7 lives
Rains-refated incidents claimed seven precious human lives as per the statistics
shared by the Provincial Disaster Managemenl Authority (PDMA). Women and chil-
dren were also among the dead. PDMA’s media managers wene shanng videos of
their operations when people were facing the brunt of heavy rainfall in various parts

of Balochistan,

Most streets and roads in poor neighborhoods of Quetta were immdated by the
rainwater, 1t was not possible for the people to walk or drive on roads completely

inundated.

Billions of rupees-were spent but with no impact
Billions of mipees have been spent on the dramage; construction of roads, bridges,
lan of the city. However, one hour’s heavy rainfall
of the concemed depariments.

Thousands of people have settled in the middle of nullahs'waterways over the
years without the permission of the Metropolitan Corporation. MCOQ) appears to be a
silent spectator when it comes to people constructing their houses on waterway's,

PDMA has rather become a ghee and sugar distribution agency rather than coping
with nalural disasters in Balochistan,

Raimfall also exposed the traffic system

Raintall has also exposed the traffic plan of the city. Nevertheless, the traffic
policemen and Seargent deserve 1o be appreciated for ensuring the flow of affic as

beautification and master
exposed all claims on behal

streets and roads were @iving an image of river flooding.

i

Chief Minister Balochistan Mir Quddus Bizenjo must have mercy on the provin-
cial capital, which houses around 3 million people Beyond political and personal
interests, the provingial government should improve the drainage system, stop ille-
il settiements on waterways, ensore transparency in funds allocated for the con-
struction of roads, bridges and etc.

Rainy water needs to be reserved to maintain the depleting water table in Cuetta
and other parts of Balochistan

A society under stress

While we know about
the fevel of political
dichotomy in the country
and the hatred that has
crept up hetween politi-
cal parties and their sup-
porters with the use of
the most abusive lan-
puage at imes on social
media and even on tele-
vision, we need to think
about the other straing
which are tearing our
society apart

Pakistan was once a

society  which  was
strongly united - during
the 405 and 305 - and for
the longzest time,
Muslims,  Christians,
Hindus, and  other

aronps celebrated events
together and maintained
epod  relations.  This
somewhat ended under
the General Ziaul Hag
era when hatred seeped
into schools, offices and
other places, with dis-
criminatory laws coming
in  against  specific
mmnority groups, and a
general feeling of dilfer-
ence was created.

We see the impact of
this hatred today.
Children from minority
groups attending  mis-
sionary schools say that
they do not have Muslim
friends. This 13 a loss to
them and the Muslhim
children who see less
diversity in their society
and httle understanding
of the proups they live
with, At one chantable
school run for children

from all communities,
we have parents com-
plaining  that Muslim
children should not be
exposed to the slightly
different Christian cul-
ture which they believe
will have a negative
effect on their children’s
morality,

Agam, in the 19805,
such Feelings were non-
existent,  All  school-
going children, regard-
less of their religion,
would play together, and
there was little sense of
difference with barthday
parties attended by both
groups — Christians and
Muslims — and there was
no consciousness of cul-
tural differences whach
did exist but were wide-
Iy accepted. Today this
has changed

Even adult Christians
say that they have few
Muslim friends and gen-
erally socalize onlv
within their community,
Even though Pakistan’s
minority groups make up
over two per cent of the
population. such differ-
ences &re even maore
unfortunate  cspecially
when we consider the
fact that Christians and
Muslims in Punjab live
m close proximity to
ecach other, In Sindh,
Hindus and Muoslims
have enjoved excellent
relations in Tharparkar
and other places where
thev lived together for
the longest  Lome.

However, this has start-
ed to change as many
Hindu families are try-
ing to flee the country
which, in the words of
its founder, was created
For all religious groups
and intended as a place
where all of them were
free to follow their reli-
aons and live in harmo-
ny. While we cnticize
India frequently For the
terrible events that are
taking place there and
the genocide against
Indian Muslims, we
should also look within
although we are foriu-
nate that we have not vet
reached the same hatred
levels as are seen 1n
India, with the govern-
ment  promoting  anti-
Muslim sentiments
under the BIP

But we sufl witness
murder and lynching
cases of various kinds,
with Christians burnt to
death on allegations of
blasphemy without any
trial, yvoung Hindu girls
forcibly converted and
married off to far older
Muslim men, and Sikhs
made to feel uncomfort-
able and during
Ramazan and Muharam
asked not to lay out the
feasts thev traditionally
offered to therr Muslim
brethren, and i case of
vielence in some areas,
they are forced to pay
“jazia” and impelled to
mive out of the area or
even leave the country.

This of course 13
Pakistan’s [oss and the
loss of future penera-
tions. The more diversity
we have the richer our
country will be,

We must also recog-
nize that the same kind
of division exists on the
basis. of ethnicity with
divisions between the
Baloch and Punjabi
communities and other
groups. A ban placed on
Balochi and  Sindhi
nationalist websites dur-
g the Musharral era,
which has continued into
the prezent age, does not
help matters. Even if we
do not apree with their
views, we should allow
these people 1o express
what they feel and how
theyv think If this is not
allowed, the differences
will keep prowing as
will hatred and the feel-
g of divide and differ-
ence.

India 5 a glaring
example of what hatred
can do. We have also
seen the horrors of a
hate-filled society in our
country. We must act
agamst the growing divi-
gion and build 2 more
united society. A few
children attending same
Christian schools where
Mushms are also admit-
ted say that they are
encouraged to be friends
with evervone, and any-
one pointing out any
kind of differences with
another group 15 called

up for  disciplinary
action. This 15 com-
mendahble. These stu-

dents say that they are
generally able to make
friends with Mushims as
well as  Christans,
regardless of their reli-
gion. This is also true of
other schools, but divi-
stons and differences do
exist, In some colleges,
Hindu girls are isolated
completely because of
their refigion with only a
few conscious teachers
and students aftempling
Lo help them owt of their
isolation

These barriers need to
be brought down. This
imcludes  the  barrers
bazed on ethmicity and
those based on religion.
Both are dangerous and
can have an extremely
adverse impact on the
country. We are already
seeing this impact as
groups such as the TLP
spread more hatred

We  welcome  the
ellorts made to do so at
some schools, including
missionary schools set
up in Youhanabad and
other arcas, But more
effort and action 15
required No act of vio-
lence agaimst any person
on the basis of his or her
religion  or  ethmicity
should be tolerated. Yet
we hear of such actions
even at elite education
institutions  of higher
learning both in Punjab
and other places

A capitalist supernova?

Excerpted. “Are We
Heading Towards a
Caénlahai Supernova?”,

lobal debt - of
households, private
firms and governments —
reached a  staggenng
55305tn {254tn GHP) m
2021, up from $33tn m
2000

Furthermore, slobal
debt now equals 335 per
cent of zlobal GDP. up
from per cent in
1980 and 230 per cent in

The events we are wii-
nessing  mirror  the
dynamic that kicked off
our current phase of cap-
italism in the first place.

In 2021, debiors of all
types handed $10.2trn -

]E:n::r cent of plobal
GDP — m mterest pay-
ments to therr creditors,
In  comparison,  the
annual meome of the
I;J-nnrest_ 50 per cent of
umanity 15 just 8.5 per
cent of GDP,

Gilobal debt has grown
twice as fast as global
GOP since 1980 and is
accelerating, while alob-
al GDP growth is slow-
ing and threatening 1o go
N0 reverse.

While global debt has
rocketed, zlobal interest
rales  have been in
almost continual decline
since 1980 So low have
mterest rates fallen since
the global financial en-
sis of 2008 that, by
2021, $17trn of bonds
were trading at negative
mterest rates, even
before inflation is taken
into  account. That's
$7trnmore than the f'lgi-
ure that astounded Bill
Gross in 2016, refer-
enced at the beminmng
of this article,

As a resull. interest on

debt, as a share of GDP,
is well below its peak at
the beginning of the
neoliberal era.  The
Economist  calculates,
for instance, that 27 per
cent of US GDP was
swallowed by interest
ayments 1 1989, but
un]{." 12 per cent of it in
2021, despite the mas-
sive growth in LIS debt

But the world of ever-
fow interest rates has
now come to an end.
The decision of the US
Federal Reserve on 13
June 1o hike interest
rates by 0.75 per cent
the sharpest increase in
nearly three decades,
with ™ the promise of
more 10 come — sent
shockwaves around the
world and has wiped
trilhions of dollars oft
the values of stock and
bond markets,

Any rise in interest
rates means a huge shift
of purchasing power
from mdebted house-
holds, firms and govern-
ments to thewr creditors
The Econcmist’ calcu-
lates that a 2 per cent
increase in US interest
rates i 2021 would, by
2026, double the share
ol global GDP absorbed
by interest pavments.

Decades of ever-lower
interest rates have inflat-
ed what Nouriel
Roubini, one of the few
economists to  predict
the 2007-8 financial
crash, famously called
“the mother of all asset
bubbles, eventually
leading to a bust, anoih-
er massive finangial eri-
sis, and a rapid shide into
recession
~ However, a bubble 15
insubstantial and deli-
cate, and bursts with

barely a sound A far
more  appropriate  and
useful metaphor is that
of a star, which is
immense, and dies in a
stupendous  explosion.
As Bill Gross, the “bond
king’, tweeted m 2016,
“Global vields lowest in
500 years of recorded
history. 510 trillion of
negative rate  bonds.
This 15 a supernova that
will explode one day.”
What has forced the
Fed to aggressively raise
its interest rate s the
dramatic reappearance
of a most feared mon-
ster: anflation.  The
events we are wiltnessing
mirror the dynamic that
kicked off our current
phase of capitalism n
the first place.
 The neoliberal era was
inaugurated in October
1979 by a huge hike in
LIS interest rates aimed
at quelling entrenched
and rampant nflation,
The “Volcker shock”, as
it became known (after
Paul Volcker, then head
of the Federal
Reservel, was likened
by journalist Naomi
Klein to “a gla“l [aser
E:ln _ fire _ from
‘ashington, sendimg the
developing  world into

convulsions... Higher
interest payments” on
foreign debts.. could

only be met by taking on
more loans  The debt
spiral was bom,”

This hike in interest
rates  succeeded in
killing the inflation
monster, but at the cost
of a sharp recession in
imperialist couniries and
a devastating debt crisis
throughout Africa, Asia
and Catin Amenca. The
debt crisis immiserated

millions and  forced
these notionally inde-
pendent  countries 1o
subrmit to the dictates of
the “Washington
Consensus’ . wholesale
privatisation, _austerity
and removal of obstacles
te ¢ross-border flows of
Fﬂpltal anlr__i i:umrlnludltmr.
ut not o el).

Mow tlﬂamr‘;nﬂ}utinn
monster has nsen from
the dead, prompting the
Fed and other central
banks to attempt to kill it
again before it has had a
chance rll.'l' am n
strength. Thus the Bank
for International
Settlements, which pro-
vides banking services
for the world's central
banks. has called on
them to “not be shy of
inthcting short-ferm
pain and even recessions
o prevent any move to a
persistently high-infla-
ton world™

As aresult, the debate
has: moved on  from
whether there will be a
global recession to how
severe it will be - and
whether central banks
really have the guts to
carry oul their threats
and risk a global eco-
nomie crash. Owver the
next 18 months we will
find out

Why did Ball Gross
liken ‘global bond mar-
kets to a star about to
explode? What are the
chances that his predic-
Hon may come to pass?
What would such a cata-
clysmic event actually
MEan m practlce’-'

A star js a Ernducnon
process, in which heav-
ier elements are fused
out of Lighter elements,
releasing huee amounts
of energy. When the

eneroy released by the
fusion of h%}ute_r ele-
ments 15 insulhicient (o
counter  the  gravily
exerted by the growing
mass of " heavier ele-
ments, the star dies.

It either ends its life as
a burned-out cinder or, if
it 15 big enough, m a
supernova, an extremely
violent implosion that
incinerates anything in
its vicimty and scatters
debris throughout space

Will the coming crash
take the form of a brief
recession, or a long and
deep depression (as in
the 19305) or something

many magniludes

worse? z
Capitalism is also a
roduction process, and

he eneray that fires it 13
lving labour, performed
by workers and farmers
who produce  more
wealth than they con-
sume. The surplus is
converted into capital —
that s, self-expanding
wealth, wealth that must
either make profits or
shrivel and die. Capital,
whether in the form of
stocks  and  shares,
bonds. real estate or fine
wines, 15, mn the words of
karl Marx. “dead labour
which,  vampire-like,
only lives by sucking
living labour, and lives
the maore, the more
labour 1t sucks™

Az with a star, when
the mass of accumulated
capital exceeds the
::alg}aﬂ]t of living labour
to breathe life info it the
moment of crisis has
arrived, and swathes of
capital are destroved ina
financial crash With the
interest rate hikes. our
moment of crisis has
arrived. But will

Playing with

_ onﬁ;rﬂtula-
tions We
have  made
history, You
can now
freely marry

an under-aged girl and

legally get away with
it Bonus pomts, vou
might get the courl to
rule in your favour too.
Our forefathers fought
wars just to See us
encourage (and dare |
say legalise) underage
marriages. Let vour
wildest and  darkest
thoughts adorn  vour
interior, revel in all the
ossibilities that can
urther be explored.
What's next. pedophil-
ia?

It evades all logic
how the courts function
despite an_ossification
test showing a Dua
Fehra's bone age to be
16 or 17; it 15 unfath-
omable how the honor-
able judge has gone as
far as to say that she is
free to hive with who-
ever she wants to, 1
mean now that we're at
i, why not legalise
forced CONVETsIons
too?

But where does the

roblem lie though?
ow 15 1t that we, as
reasonable citizens, can
tell something’s wrong,
Why can’t our Lords
figure that out too? Dua
Zehra 1= 16 or 17 and
she’s been allowed to
marry and live with her
‘husband’. Read that as
many fimes as you
want and try making
peace with it. This 1s
the best we've man-
aged in 75 vears of our
country s existence and

we aren’l slopping any

time soon, we  just
mr‘[l'-[h' have more to
ofter, Mr Mohammad

Al Jimnah. eat vour
heart out.

Why are we slaves to
formahities and to due
process? Being a prac-
tising lawver for the
past three years, | have
noticed that something
that can be resolved in
a month generally takes
vears due 1o following
the “correct procedure
which adheres to the
“laws' laid down by
those who ruled us
more than 100 yvears
ago. Why is it that
we're so rmigid and
mflexible that we will
only go by the book?
Why can’t we just form
a medical board of
mdependent  doctors
and let them decide if
Dua Zehra is of legal
age to marry? Why 1s
that court hearings go
on for years and years
until the claimants die?

Why 15 that we aren’|
utilising the wonders of
science to decide a
gueslu_‘m as simple as

ecoding someone’s
?134:" But well. on the

ip side, Dua Zehra's
case 15 a4 massive win
for the predators, the
sick minded, the dia-
bolical pedophiles and
for everyone who wish-
es to go down the deep-
est pits of disgust and
horror, Those who love
to violate and fondle
with no objection, the
lonely souls with their
emptiness fulfilled and
the beings who crave
the touch of young
skin, Mo more do they

dolls

have to be left alone
with their saniry, their
primitive mstinct does
not require homing any
maore, because our sys-
tem has allowed for
you to marry a girl who
is below 18 Yes, she
can and will consent,
No, vou will not be
questioned. We live n
a free country,

And for all those
who have the audacity
to  concur with the
juc:f!,emenr of the court
and those who have
been abusing the rheto-
ric of ‘let her live her
hife’ | ask you, imagine
vour underagse daughter
elopes, will you still
adopt this rhetoric and
let her *live her life’ or
will vou try and protect
her because, a) she 1s
incapable of givin
consent; and b) chi]ﬁ
marriages are illegal,
Don’t be a hypocrite,

I haven't put forth
my opinions here in
almost a month but the
E;dg::ment i Dua

ehra’s case was an
eve opener and it
required being dissect-

[t was a testament
to how we're flogging
a dead horse. The sys-
tem has failed and there
15 absolutely no way it
will improve, unless
1t's reconstructed from
the root, | am short on
words on how Dua has
been allowed to ‘go
wherever she wants’, it
just sets a massively
dangerous precedent.

Our  children  our
callmg out our name,
they're screamang al
the top of their lungs,
can’t you hear them"

How to break a vicious cycle [Part — 11|

1 goes with-

out SHEY L

that political
stability 15 the

sine qua non_for any
sustained effort  to
achieve rapid and
inclusive growth, The
main drivers of such
srowth would be small
arm agriculture, SMEs
and microenterprises,
construction and low-
cost housing. tourism,
[T and IT enabled serv-
wces,  diversification
and value addition in
ex;lgnrts
hus, the agenda
proposed for the short,
medium and fong term
should have a continu-
ous chain, linking and
consolidating the gains
from these sectors and
stimulating  inter-sec-
toral synergetic impuls-

e5 OVEr e,
Continuity  of  these
policies "beyond  the

electoral cvele 15 an
absolute  must. There
are multiple pathways
to attamn this kind of
rrowth but the pre-
erred route to be cho-
sen is the one that
expands domestic pro-
ductive capacity  to
meet the higher aggore-
gate demand assocraled
with nising per capita
incomes, the relatively
tugh propensity 1o cre-
ate productive jobs and
support  hivelihoods,
alleviate poverty, and
reduce  interpérsonal
and regional imequality,
Tough™ political deci-
sI0ns wollld be
required from time to
time. The time horizons
described are not dis-
crete as they would
have spillovers but are
continuous, interwoven
in a chain that leads to
the ultimate goal

Short-term  Agenda
2022-24: The revival of
non-inflationary, sus-
tained and inclusive
growth would span a
much longer time peri-
od. What 15 presented
in the following para-
uraphs is what can pos-
sibly be done in the
nexi  two-and-a-half-
yvear hme period with
rreal concerted elfort,

‘o are fully aware that
there will be elections
m 2023 but the com-
mitment of all pohitical
parties to this agenda is
to be secured.

For this, first, raise
the investment-to-GDP
ratio |J}' Iwo percentage
points’  every  year,
reaching 20 per cent by
2024, Public-sector
investment along with
public-private partner-
ship should not only be
stepped up but its gual-
ity and composition
should be able to crowd
I private sector imvest-
ment. Bank credit-to-
GDP ratio, particularly
in the fixed investment
component, as
remained dismally low
compared o our neigh-
bouwring countries  and
has to be doubled from
the  current  level
Private equily, devel-
apmernl [imance mstitu-
tions, [POs . and debt
capital markets have to

lay & crucial role n
IMENCIY private
investment. Second,
increase  productivity
of small and medium
sized farmers — particu-
larly in wheat, sugar,
coffon, oilseeds, live-

stock  products  and
ulses — improve mar-
ceting - infrasiructure,

confine the role of gov-
ernment Lo strategic
reserves [or managing

demand supply gap,
and maintam price sta-
bility. Provision of
improved seed, fertilis-
er, pesticides, small
agricultural rmple-
ments through targeted
subsidies along with
water resource use effi-
ciency and credit to
small farmers who con-
stitute two third of the
total farms can boost
the national yields of
crops. Veterinary serv-
wes and  artificial
msemination would do
the same for dairy and
livestock. It 1s paradox-
ical that a country with
the largzest irmgzation
system has to impor
food items and cotton
amounting to almost
S10 llion The
impressive results in
rice and maize Crops
show that goverhment
intervention in markets
is to be avoided. R&D
in the public sector
needs to be integrated
and coordmated

hird, continue
focused attention on
the construction and
housing  sector  and
tourism which would
create jobs, induce
activity "in the allied
industries, assisl MIcro,
small and medium
enterprises and  help
low-income families in
acquinng houses and
expanding tourist facil-
ihes in Gilgit-Baltistan,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
the Makran Coast an
Azad  Jammu  and
kashmir, The domestic
cement HIC[USTT_'&" 15 not
only  expanding in
response  to  demand
within the country but

also because of
economies of scale 1t 15
able 10 export. e
Pakistan Steel Mills

has to be made fully
operational under pri-
vate  sector lease
arrangement and
expanded to three mil-
lion ton capacity and,
along  with perform-
ance linked incentives
to manufacture quality
products, will reduce
dependence on imports.
The engineernng eoods
industry has remained
stunted and should be
incentivized to  meet
the loeal industrial
demand or compete in
international markets
Fourth, broaden the
FBR and provincial tax
bases to attain fax-to-
GDP ratio, of 15 per
cent (provincial taxes
contributing three per
cent from one per cent
at  present) through
automnation, data inte-
gration and data analyl-
ics.  harmonization,
new surveys and valua-
tion of properties, track
and trace system, and
minumizIng nteraction
between taxpayer and
tax collector, gradually.
bring down the ratio of
indirect taxes from 60
ger cent of the total 1o
0 per cent, expedite
income tax and sales
tax refunds on the lines
of FASTER without
any human intervention
at any stage in the
process. Urban property
tax 15 a huge potential
that can be fapped if the
powers to assess and
collect this  tax  is
devolved to mumicipal

corporations.  Cifles
like Karachi, Lahore
Islamabad an

Faisalabad can gener-
ate five to six times
more than the present
levels af they carry out
cadastral SUIVeys,
revalue properfies

annually and impose
heavy penalties on non-
utilization of plots
Taxes on the asgncul-
ture income of large
landowners and revi-
510N of irngation
charges can prove 1o be
4 Temunerative . source
of ncome for the
provinces and also
ensure efficient use of
water resources that are
getting  scarce. The
reliance on indirect
taxes on goods and
services 13 highly
regressive and it needs
to be replaced by direct
taxes on income (irTe-
spective of the source),
property, capital gains,
assets and inheritance.
Fifth, revamp state-

owned enterprises
(S0Es) through
restructuring, captal

market sales, sales to
strategic  investors,
mergers,  lhgquidation,
management contracts,
public-private partner-
ship to improve_overall
economic  efficiency
and maximize the
refurns to the excheg-
uer All the heads of
these enterprises have
to be recruited through
an open competitive
process and the candi-
dales selected on the
basis of merit, compen-
sated well but held
accountable  for  the
results. The ministry
heading this can set the
performance  agree-
ments but not interfere
in day-to-day opera-
tions A& comprehensive
plan and strategy is
already i place that
has classified the com-
mercial SOEs 1n two
parts — those 1o be
retained n public own-
ership lor strategic of
pubhe.

Public display
of chutzpah

rowing up in
G Charsadda, as
a young slu-
dent we liked
1o repeat a joke everviime
We Came ACTOSS any man
with a beard who would
erther drive s car care-
lessly or indulge in some
ridiculous act The joke
was  just  four Pashio
wards but the story and
history ~ behind  those
words  was  common
knowledge and so people
understood the context
evéryviime - we  ultered
those words, which are
Sheikh pa ghalata de. It
translates literally as “the
bearded one is in the
wrong,

Attaullah Tarar sporis a
beard and shaves his mus-
tache. Muslim men do
this keeping in ling with
the sericusness and depth
of their faith, However,
he has indulged in
uncouth and irreligious
behaviour. Fathers who
may have asked their sons
and daughters 1o keep
walchineg and reading
news sooas o prepare for
the OS85 exam must have
felt very uncomloriable
watching this public dis-
play of an act, which is
usually the stufT of adult

enteriainmant.

There is  -another
Charsadda joke.
Whenever any hearded

man indulges in some
irreligious of immoral
behaviour, the ofti-repeai-
ed joke 15 that he is
exempt from any reper-
cussions because he halds
the licence for being
ridiculous and immoral.
which is an indirect refer-

efice (o his beard. It wasa
double-edged swiard
O, anvihing the labeled
pious did was right by
defdult. Two. don’t dare
criticeze the beardad ones
az  their s=elf-righteous
mindset 15 unstoppable
and danperous. Parhaps
this second joke is more
relevant here, Because we
have kind of forgotien
that the same Atia Tarar
some weeks ago openiy
threatened anvone who
may dare call him a lota.

Public display of disre-
apect of profamity toward
any  Taith or God s
resarded as blasphemous
The Epn:d.}ﬂ'}lc who adhere 1o
the taith that is targeted
by the blasphemy feel
humilisted and resentful.
One could argue that faith
i5 o sacred as well as a
private matler because it
15 one human’s connec-
tion and contract wilh his
Creator. We can disagree
with an act of blasphemy
bul we are nol 1o judge

someone’s acfions  or
validity of their faith
because  thal work 1is

reserved for our Creator
An elecied or a govern-
ment official takes oath of
affice o protect a docu-
ment where the nghts of
the people are enshrined
Thal is a contract between
the official and the stare
a5 well as the people
Disgracing the Holy Book
15 “m"‘lf" and immoral bat
that is for the Creator o
punish not us because that
15 a violation of the rela-
fionship between man and
hiz Creator, Disgracing
the =sacred document
called the Constitulion is

a violation of the conlract
made with the people
Even the Haly Book
emphasises on the nghts
of the pecple more than
on Lhe rights our Creator
has over us. It 15 called
I!uqnmll~ul-i11aad i the
rights of the people.

The bearded
spokesperson. of  the
Punjab government has

openiv  displaved filthy
profanity  lor the very
document, which

enshrines the rights the
people have over him as a
govemment official It is
nol the violation of a spe-
cific right but rather the
wholesale mockery of
whatever rights the peo-
ple may think thev have.

Perhaps. this  public
display of chutzpah 1s
coming from a greater
belief of impunity. This
middle finger is nol ondy
a mockery of the suppos-
edlv sacred document b
alzo-an indication of mas-
aive support from those
who are wsuallv in the
businesz of raising the
l[inger as a third umpire
Spenking of which, thare
was a lot of noise when
Imran Khan some vears
ago had said that the third
umpire had raised his fin-
ger. Somehow, there 1s
nol much noize at this fin-
ear raising as if 1l 15 some
sori of a halal finger

The wviolation of the
Caonstitubion wsed 1o be
benignly  labeled as
‘Dociring of Mecessity”
That is obsolete now
because now our politi-
cians just middle finger
the Constitution. Ah.
those good ol dova!




' Quetta Voice

NEPRA okays

rs7.90 per unit hike
in power tariff

ISLAMABAD: The
Mational Electric Power
Regulatory  Authority
{(NEPRA) on Thursday
approved another ke
in  power tariff by
RsT7.00 per
unit. According to @
notification issued by
the power regulatory
authority, the increase
was made under fuel
adjustment charges
(FAC) for the month of
lune, following demand
from CPPAG for a hike
of Rs7 96 per unil. The
power regulatory
authority took the deci-

sion after conducting a
hearing on the plea of
Central Power
Purchasing Agency
(CCPA) today

The amount will be
received in the bills of
July, 1t said and added
that life consumers and
K-Electric. are exempt-
ed From the tarill hike

Separately on July 4,
National Electric Power
Reculatory  Authority
(Nepra) raised the
ower tariff for K-
dectric consumers by
Rs2 66 per unit after
the power utility sought

an increase in power
tarift’ by Rs11.34 per
uiit
The
during

demand came
the MNational
Electric Power
Regulatory Authority
hearing for fuel adjust-
ment charges for May,

s femnent to men-
tion ere that  the
Mational Electric Power
Re%u]amr‘; Aut hority
(NEPRA) has already
fixed the power tariff at
Rs24 82 per unit for the
fiscal year of 2022-23
after 4 massive hike of
Rs7.91 per unit. INP

PSF launches phase two of
funding to scientific
societies: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD:  The
Pakistan Science
Foundatton  (PSF) 15

funding scientific soci-
eties for promotion of sci-
ence and technology
across the countrv. The
second phase of funding
has initiated

Talking to WealthPK,
Sarfullah Arcem,
Diarector of Planming and
Development and Project
Director  of  Funding
Scientific Socielies, sal
the cost of the project for
financial assistance to the
sgientific  societies in
Pakistan (] hase-two) was
Rz125 million, The annu-
al allogation is around
Rsi5 million

"The funding for the
Pak-T/5 Matural Science
Linkages Program
(NSLF) is for scientists
working on nataral sci-
ence research proposals
in the public and private
sectors, A research pro-
osal’s technical excel-
ence and relevance to the
nation's  SoCioeconOmic
needs are appraised. IF
scientists  have R&D
capabilines  but  are
unable to implement
them due to financial
obligations, the NSLP
will give them help and
funds Principal

[nvestigators (Pls)
receive research money
on & stx-month basis," he
said

the Travel Gramt pro-
gramme, scientists; tech-

FAISALABAD: Liv

estock ve

nologists, and physicians
recerve funding to present
their research work at
international conlerences
The funding will cover
their travel, registration,
and lvine expenzes. In
addition, funding is avail-
able for short-term i.e. |-
2 weeks under the travel
grant,”’ he said

Saifullah  said  each
society  wall  prosvide
Yo Researcher

Awards Tor exceplional
accomplishments in a
“iven year

“Young scientist Dr
Shah ahd of the
University of Harpur
(LIOH) from the
Department of Asronomy
5 honored with
‘Comstech Young
Researcher Award 20217
D, Shah is among those
few  students whose
names have appeared in
the Standford University
hst of top 2% scientists of
the world,” he said

Saifullah said confer-
ences, seminars and sym-
posig provide a forum for
scienbists to share their
research experience with
each other. Knowledge is
exchanoed at such events.

“If the conference
orgamsers need funds,
they can submit a formal
request and thev will
receive it All réquests
must  be resented
throush the official PSE
pro forma and throuch
proper  channel The

PSF's principal objective
15 10 encourage scientific
research  and  related
activities, hence, they
sponsor research in a vast
array of fields,” he said,
adding that the scientific
sociefies should be regis-
tered with the Regmstrar

Societies  under the
Societies Act
According  to . the

Societies Act, Saifullah
said, the scientilic soci-
eties muslt be registered
with the  Repistrar
Societies.” There are dif-
ferent societies busy pro-
moting science and tech-
nuJu:ugi,' in the country, but
omly 36 of them are rems-
tered with the PSF and
only 16 w0 |7 are active
The other societies are
sometimes  active  and
sometimes dormant. The
PSF provides grant-in-aid
to these societies but they
should be active in their
respective fields. They
should have developed
credibality at the nattonal
level. They should hold
national and international
seminars, workshops and
conferences on a regular
basis  for funding,™ he
remarked For the upcom-
ing fiscal vear, the tederal
government has proposed
an amount of Rsd45 mil-
lion for financial support
to the soentific sociehes
in Pakistan (phase two)
The federal povernment
has roposed a
budget INP

ndors are selling sacrificial animals
at a livestock market ahead of the upcoming Muslim festival of
Eid al-Adha in the city.

Dam breaks in
Pishin district amid
heavy rains

PISHIN: A dam in
Pishin district of
Balochistan broke due to
heavy  rains.  which
wreaked havoc through-
out the province clarm-
ing 32 lives and causing

massive damage on
Thursday,

According 1o the
Provincial Disaster

Management Authority
{(PDMA) of Balochistan,
the rescue teams had
shified the people to a
safer place betore the
breakaze of Toor Murga
Malikar Dam,

The local deputy com-
missioner  amnd  the
PDMA teams are there
on the spot for the res-
cue operation, according
to the PDMA.

“The PDMA's heavy
machinery amd ambu-
lances have also. been

PDMA Director Faisal
Tarig said.

“Relief goods, food,
tents, blankets and other
items have also been
sent to Pishin district,”
he added

According 1o Levies
officials, part of the
Valin Dam i the Afzhan
border area of
""(iamamdgiin also
broke, causing water to
enter low-lving areas
and flood 11 homes. The
affectees have been
shifted to saler places

Meanwhile, over a
dozen small and delav-
check dams were swept
away in the rainwater 10
Pishin, Killa Abdullah,

Bolan, Mastung and
ather  parts of
Balochistan. Traffic

remained suspended on
Ouelta-Iacobabad  high-

Adviser to M
Balochistan on Home
and PDMA Balochistan
Mir Ziaullah Langove
has said that 39 precious
lives have been lost so
far due to monsoon rains
in different lpans of
Ralochistan, while dam-
age to property is being
estimated
_“PDMA Balochistan
15 1n coordination with
the Pakistan Army, FC
Balochistan and all gov-
ernment agencies to deal
with the situation arising
out  of the unusua
rains,” £ia Langau said

He said that the gov-
ernment  had  already
made arrangements for
the recent monsoon
rains but due to the
intensity of the rains and
the extraordinary ground
realities of the province,

QUETTA:A livestock vendor is selling sacrificial animals on a road ahead of the
upcoming Muslim festival of Eid al-Adha in Provincial Capital.

Nazim Jokhio case: Judicial
magistrate defers decision on
police challan

KARACHI: Judicial
Magistrate Malir’s ¢ourt on
Thursday deferred its decision
again on the police challan sub-
mitted in the Nazim Jokhio mur-
der case.

The court will take decision to
approve or reject the police chal-
lan in the murder case in its
hearing on July 16, judicial mag-
istrate said in the hearing

The police in its challan has
recommended  excluding the
names of Jam Abdul Kanm and
Jam Awais, two PPP lawmakers,
and 11 other suspects from the
charge sheet

The police had nominated
only three accused in the high
profile murder case in Malir area
of the port oty

Cabinet

electric

KARACHI A session of the
Sindh  cabinet on  Thursday
decided to establish the Sind
Electric  Power  Resulatory
Authonty (SEPRA).

Provincial Mimister of Energy
Imtiaz Shakh, who had floated
the idea in February this year,
briefed the cahinet session
chaired by Chief Minister Syed
Murad .-*'c.?i Shah, about setting
up the authority at the provineial
level like the Mational Electric
Power  Regulatory  Authonty
(NEPRA)

“The constitution allows the
province (o establish a power
regulatory  authonity,” energy
mamister said “This authority 15
needed to move the énergy proj-
ects forward,” the cabinet mem-

On May 23, in & major relief
for PPP lawmakers and other
suspects in the Wazim Jokhio
murder case, the anti-terrorism
court had okaved the transfer of
the murder case to session court.

However, a decision to
exclude names of the PPP law-
makers and others from the
police challan was not taken by
the ATC The counsel represent-
ing the suspects had argued
before the court that anti-terror-
ism clauses do not apply to the
case, the stance was also second-
ed by the prosecution, plaintifT,
widow of the victim, and inves-
tigation officer The ATC courl
afler the consensus from all
sides directed the investigation
officer to file challan in the case

before the session court

PPP MMNA Jam Kareem, MPA
Jam Awais Jokhio and others
were nominated in the case

In October last vear, the fami-
Iy of Nazim Jokhio said that PPP
MPA Jam Awais Gohram Jokhio
and his men had allegedly tor-
mred Nazim Jokhio to death as
he tried to stop his foreign
ouests from hunting houbara
bustards in the Memon Goth
area of Karachi.

Police registered a murder
case against PPP MPA Awais,
his brother MNA Jam Kareem
and others. They detained Awais
but Jam Kareem lefl the country
and flew 1o Dubai, enly 1o returmn
fater 1o cast his vole Tn no-lrest
motion against Imran Khan TNP

gives nod to Sindh
power regulatory

authority

hers said )

Provincial cabinet constiuted
a committee of the law and ener-
iy departments to prepare a les-
iglative bill of the authority in
view of the constitutional, Jegal
and techmical aspects of ﬁf&
issue

The authorty would be man-
dated to regulate the power gen-
gration and licensing process.
The law also allows the authori-
v o monitor power distnbution
in the province

The SEPRA  will grant
approval of the wind and other
power projects in Sindh.

Imnaz Shaikh earlier said that

the SEPRA will fix the tanff and
power price in Sindh. “We won’t
Mational

disturh the

Govt urged to
immediately release
senior anchorperson

Imran Riaz Khan

ISLAMABAD: Council of Pakistan MNewspaper
Editors (CPNE) President Kazim Khan has demanded
the government to immediately release senior anchor-

person Imran Riaz Khan

The CPNE President Kazim Khan condemned the
arrest of senior anchorperson Imran Riaz Khan He said
that the detention of the anchorperson was an illegal
and unconstitutional step. The council urged the goy-
emment to end the trend of lodeing fake cases and

arrests of journalists,

khan said, “The government must clanty its posinon

on the Prevention of Electronic Cnimes Act %J"EC‘A

; to include sections of PE
in cases against the journalists, Should we stand against
the PECA ordinance once again?"

Kazim Khan said that the government should stop
exhibiting cowardliness and refrain from banming the
frecdom of expression. “We condemn martial law-like
dictatorial measures against the journalists.”™

The CPNE president said that Pakistan is becoming
more dangerous for journalists and jourmalism is
becoming a sericus crime here. [NP

ordinance. It is concernin

PEC:

‘Fitna Khan's ego
satisfied by
snatching free
electricity from
masses: Maryam

LAHORE: Pakistan Muslim League — Mawaz (PML- | S i

NL'“CE President Maryam Mawaz on Thursday while
taking a dig at PTI chairman Imran Khan said that Fima
Khan satisfied his ego by snatching free electncity
relief package from the poor masses of Punjab.

Itis pertinent to mention the Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) on July 7 suspended Punjab Chief

ISLAMABAD: Visitors take

Transmission  and Dispatch
Company (NTDC) under the
NEPRA,” the minister said. “We
are aimed at providing cheaper
energy to the province,” he
added.

Provincial cabinet constituted
a committee of the law and ener-
gy departments to prepare a leg-
izlative bill of the authonty in
view of the constitutional, legal
and technical aspects of the
issue. The authority would be
mandated 1o regulate the power
seneration and  licensing
process. The law also allows the
authority 1o monitor power dis-
tribution in the province.

The SEPRA  will  grant
approval of the wind and other
power projects in Sindh INF
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keen interest in a painting during
painting exhibition of Rabia Zajir artist title" The Spiritual
Journey" at a local mall in Federal Capital,

FO rejects 'so-called
dossier' by Indian Army
maligning Pakistan

PTI to file
disqualification
reference against
Marriyvum
Aurangzeb

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf  (PT1)  has
announced fo file a reference seek-
ing disqualification of Federal
Information Minister Marnyum
Aurangzeb over allesed tax rehef
to her husband's tobaceo company,
ARY News reported.

PTI leader Fawad Chaudhry
while addressing a press confer-
ence said that the cigarette agency
is represented by Marmyum
Aurangzeb’s husband. He also
questioned m what capacity the
minister participated in the meet-
ing on the indusiry?

awad Chaudhry said that
Marriyum had allegedly @iven her
husband billions of ruepees tax
relief. This 1s a case of utter dis-
honesty. Today, PTI has wntten a
letter 1o the Secretary Cabinet on
this issue, the former minister said.

The PTI leader said that they
would file a reference regarding
the disqualification of Information
and  Broadeasting  Minister
Marriyum  Aurangzeb n this

rl:.j%-_}!]_: ——
nticizing the Sharil Tamily,
Fawad Chaudhry said whenever
Sharifs come into power, billions
of  rupees are  laundered
abroad NP

PML-N candidate
distributes free
utility items ahead
of by-polls

LAHORE: A Pakistan Muslim
Leapne-Nawaz candidate from.
PP-T70 distributed unlity store
items among people ahead of the
by-polls.

According to details, a PML-N
candidate  in  the Pumah
Assembly constituency PF‘-[]Tﬂ
distributed utility tems among
people ahead of the by-glections.

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf” can-
didate cries foul as the PML-N
candidate and his brother distrib-
ute utility items in the con-
stituency. PML-N is using its old
methods of buying votes, PTI
candidate Zaheer Abbas sad

Also Read: ECP suspends
Punjab govi’s free electricity
package until by-polls

Trucks full of utility tems
such as flour were sent to PML-
N offices in PP-170. The PML-N
candidate disinbuted the iems
among  people. a  wvideo
shows, NP

based dossiers.”

The  spokesperson
said the evidences com-
piled by Pakistan had
extensively document-
ed the “truth behind
India’s active planming,
promoting, aiding,
abetting, T’lnancing and
execution of terrorist
activities in Pakistan"

The FO noted that it
was  regrettable  that
India had chosen to
present fictional
gecounts to  divert
attention from i1ts "own
failures instead of ful-
filling its obligations

Minmister Hamza Shehbaz’s free electnicity relief pack-
age till the Punjab by-elections which will be ht:ll-)d on
July 17

After the ECP decision’s, taking to Twitter, Marvam
Mawaz wrote that the ego of 'Fitna Khan™ was sanisfied
by snatching free elecincity from the poor, adding that
hé sacrificed the relief of the poor for the sake of bad
politics. : :

“How Imran Khan can ask for votes from the people

sent to Pishin district for  way after floods in there was loss of life and | of Pungab afier snatching necessities from them,” she
rescne operation,”  Machh river property. NP further wrote INP =
- - -
Wrong policies, only a miracle can save
L]
Pakistan from bankruptcy: PEW
s
. Says  piving  |PPs Pakistan's import bill  which was unsustainable  dam has been constructed  do not reveal the truth
incredible profits tanta- from 1960 to 1973 was  while the enerpy import  singe 1973 which is. a  about important issues,

MOUnt (0 CConomic Sii-

cide
ISLAMABAD: The
Pakistan Economy Watch
(FEW) on Thursday said
in the presence of contra-
dictory, ambiguous and
negative policies, only a
miracle can save Pakistan
from going bankrupt.
Pakistan had gone
bankrupt in 2018 bul an
IMF loan and help from
friendly countries saved
it from insolvency but
Hﬁ'l’."l' TJ..'}SCI.I:I.!I na Hﬂl.:l'ﬂpt
was made to correct the
direction of the economy,
the result of which is now
i More senous crisls, it
sand

less than one billion dol-
lars while from 1973 1o
2002 the volume of
imports  increased  to
eleven hillion dollars
annually  but  reforms
were avorded 1o please
influential people, said
Dr. Murtaza  Mughal,
President FEW

In 2018 the import ball
for gonds jumped to 563
Billion while the services
import bill jumped to §9
billion which shook the
foundations of the econo-
my, he added.

D, Murtaza Mughal
said that from' 200F 0
2022 the import ball
Jumped by 600 percent

bill surpassed 327 hillion
but no attempts have
been made to save elec-
tricity.

IPPs are petting unbe-
lievable profits and gov-
ermmenl ﬁas to pay Rs380
billion to Chinese 1PPs
while China has refused
to reconsider the amount,
hie informed

De. Mughal noted tha
many export industry is
almost 1000 to 1200 kilo-
metre away from the por,
power lants  using
snported fule are also sel
up around a thousand
kilometre away from the
port due to political con-
siderations, and no major

recipe for disaster he said

He said that goods are
not transported through
rail but by road transport
which increases the cost
of doingz business and rail
as well as public trans-
port have not been devel-
oped which benefits the
automakers and damages
the country and masses

Due 1o the plight of

public transport, people
are forced to use motor-
bikez and cars, which
waste tens of millions of
rupees of fuel daily

The majonty of the
SCONOIMIC  experts  are
linked to interpational
institutions therefore they

IPPs are getting unbe-
lievable profits and oov-
ermnment has to pay Rs3g0
billion to Chinese [PPs
while China has refused
Lo reconsider the amount,
he informed.

Dr. Mughal noted that
many export industry is
almaost 1000 o 1200 kilo-
metre away from the port,
power lants  using
imported fule are also set
up around a thousand
kilometre away from the
port due to political con-
siderations, and no major
dam has been constructed
gsince 1973 which is a
recipe for disaster INP

an Office
on Thursday outrightiy
rejected “haseless alle-
cations” levelled by
ndian Army through a
“dossier” reported by
varous sections of the
Indian media )
According to India
Today, the Indian army
prepared a 33-page
defence dossier con-
taining  claims  of
Pakistan's alleped “ter-
ror F]ms"_ against the
neighbouring country.
The so-called dossier
claims  Pakistan i3
allepedly aiding mili-
tants to infiltrate across
the border for “terror
activities™, the Indian
website added
Responding to  the
claims, the FO said
“"We outrightly reject
this false and fabricated
so-called dossier, the
reported  contents of
which have been craft-
ed using disinforma-
tion, fake assertions
and insinuations that
seek to divert the
world"s attention from
India's own brazem and
well-documented cam-
paign of state- terror-
ism and widespread
human rights violations
in the Indian illegally
cccupied Jammu  and

Kashmar."

The FO épu:ukesperson
highlighte that
instances had been
reported where direct
links between the ruling

BIP and perpetrators of

violence in the 1HOJK,
Udaipur and elsewhere
had surfaced

"Pakistan has regu-
larly shared with the
world irrefutable evi-
dence of Indian occupa-
tion forces' oross and
widespread wiolations
of human rights abetted
by draconian laws in
the IIOJK through com-
prehensive. evidence-

under intermational Taw
and ensuning that the
people of [IOJK are
granted their inalien-
able right to self-deter-
mination"”

Pakistan asked India
to carry out introspec-
tion with a view to put-
ting its own house in
order "The mischievous
Indign attempts at mas-
querading as a victim of
terrorism and leveling
haseless terrorsm-
refated allegations
spainst Pakistan  stand

fullv  exposed," the
statement  added Web
Desk
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Deaths soar as Pakistan reels under new coronavirus wave

ISLAMABAD: The alarm bells must be sounded all across Pakistan as the latest wave of coronavirus pan-
demic has now become more deadly as it claimed nine lives and infected 872 11mre1gccrple during the last 24
hours, showed the statistics released by the Mational Tnstitute of Health Pakistan on Thursday morning

As per the NIH data, the death toll in Pakistan recorded steep rise and shot up to 30414 after regstering
nine fatalities whereas the number of total infections now stood at 1,540,952 after adding the fresh 872 cases.

During the last 24 hours (Wednesday ), 23,125 tests were conducted throughout Pakistan whereas the posi-
tivity ratio shot up to 3 77 percent, The number of patients in critical care was recorded at 163

Karachi was the most affected city keeping in view the latest Covid-19 spread and the authorities there have
ruled out any lockdown despite over 500 cases were reported during the last 24 hours (Wednesday).

India records 18,930 new Covid cases, 35 deaths

ndia reported 18,930 new coronavirus cases and 35 more virus-related deaths in the last 24 hours. The death
count now stands at 5,24.305, according to the health mimstry, Currently, there are 1,19,457 active cases in
India, comprising 0.27 percent of the cumulative case count The recovery rate stands at 98.52 percent. The
daily positivity rate was recorded at 4.32 percent.

At least 18 930 new coronavirus cases were reported in the last 24 hours in ndia, taking the total number of
COVID-19 cases to 4,35 67 809

Beqjin5 tightens Covid vaccine requirements

China’s capital city 15 set to require Covid vaccinations for entering gyms and some other venues, the first
mandate at such scale in the country

'[ihe vaccime requirement comes after a resurgence in new cases in Beijing, Shanghai and other parts of China
in the last week,

Beijing city announced Wednesday that starting Monday, most people need 10 be vaccinaied before entering
in-person tralning centers, sports centers, entertainment venues and other social gathering spots,

he city said the requirement did not apply to people for whom vaccinations were not “suitable,” but said

vaccinated people would get priority for entering the above venues. Many spaces operate at a lowered capac-
ity due (o Covid restrictions

G::_lgi_:rallg' only Chinese-made vaccines by Sinopharm or Sinovac are avaitable to the public in China
] BE.‘JJ_Ing s a relatively high vaccination rate. The city said Wednesday it vaccinated 23.4 million people,
|nrclu ing 3.6 million above the age of 0. The capital city said it had nearly 22 million long-term residents as
of 2020

Covid outbreak hits 5ri Lanka on eve of Australia Test

Sri Lanka's team were hit by a Covid-19 outbreak on the eve of Friday's second Test agamst Australia with
Dhananjaya de Silva, Jeffrey Yandersay and Asitha Fernando all testing positive for the virus.

"All three players were found to be positive during a Rapid Antigen Test conducted yesterday,” S Lanka
Cricket said Thursday , , , _— , ,

The hosts are looking 10 bounce back after their crushing 10-wickel defeat inside three days in the opening
Test of the two-match series. Angelo Mathews has returned to the team atter testing positive during the first
Test but Praveen Jayawickrama had already been ruled out on Tuesday after testing positive for Covid INP

Govt took tough decisions to bring
economy out of red zone: Ahsan

ISLAMABAD:  Federal Minister for
Planning, Development and Reforms Ahsan
lgbal on Thursday said Pakistan was heading
towards default, but the incumbent government
took tough decisions and brought the national
economy out of the red zone. o

All-out efforts were made to further stabilize
the emnpm% he said addressing the business
community here at the Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry. — ;

Ahsan Igbal stressed that a quick jumpstart in
exports, expori-led economic growth, enhanced
tax revenue, $25-30 billion annual foreign
direct investment (FDI), political stability and
consistency in policies were key requirements
for Pakistan to emerge as a stable economy.

He said China’s annual imports were 571 tril-
lion and Pakistan’s business community should
focus on increasing their share i that huge
market, )

The government, he added, was also focusing

industrial estate i writing that would be given
due consideration. He announced that the 1CCI
would be given representation in the Advisory
Board of lﬁe Mimistry of Planning.

The President, Muhammad Shakeel Munir, in
his remarks, said the chamber had been making
efforts for long to establish a new industria
estate in the region to promote industrializa-
tion, investment and employment, and ursed
the government to fully cooperate with the
1CCI in early materialization of the important
|:rrﬁe¢t.

e said a modern expo center should be set
up in Islamabad on the pattern of Karachi and
Lahore expo centres to organize exlibitions for
better promotion of business activities and
exports.

. e 'I.Il'%cd the g(}";’t]’nmtl’][ 'El‘.l H.I'.IIl(_.'P'LI]:ICL‘ _HI'.I
industrial package to boost industrialization
and exports

F -
r

THATTA:Rescue 'nrk for recovery of 9 Coal Miners at Mee

area district Thatta, some 50 km from Hyderabad.

PM directs to
accelerate relief
operations in
rain-affected areas

Babar Ghauri
approaches ATC
for bail

KARACHL Muttahida Qaumi
Movement (MOM) senior leader
Babar Ghauri has %pgrmcheal Anti-
;FL"]']runﬁm Court (ATC) in a bid to seek

ai

According to details, the ATC court
has sought a reply from the investiga-
tion officer {10) on Babar Ghaun's
bail application and ordered him to
subimit a medical report of the MOM
leader

The cowrt has directed the investiga-
tion officer to submit reasons if Babar
Ghauri does _not undergo medical
examination till the next hearing. The
court adjoumed the hearing on Babar
Gihauri's bail plea till July 13 INP

kaira payvs homage to
Burhan Wani on eve of his
martyrdom anniversary

ISLAMABAD: Advisor to the
Prime Minister on  Kashmur and
Giilgit-Baltstan Affairs, Qamar Zaman
Kaira, has paid homage to popular
Kashmiri  youth leader Burhan
Muzaffar Wani on the eve of his sixth
martyrdom anniversary,

Oamar £aman Kaira in a statement
issued in Islamabad said Burhan Wani
i5 & symbol of resistance against the
Indian barbansm in Indian illegall
ogcupied Jammu and Kashmir He
said that Burhan Wani fought against
India’s illegal hold on Jammu and
Kashmir and infused a new passion in
the educated youth of the occupied
termitory to carry forward their strug-
gle for securing their nght to seli-
determination. |

The adviser said the unparalleled
sacrifices of hundreds of thousands of

reat martyrs like Burhan Wani reflect
the fact that today's Kashmiri yvouth is
fighting for their inalienable right with
a great passion like their forefathers
e said that's why the Indian occu-
pational forces are ruthlessly mas-
sacring Kashmiri people especially
youth 1o suppress their freedom senti-
ment. He said that unarmed Kashmin
youth are being martyred by Indian
troops on a daily basis under the guise
of so-called siege and search opera-
tions with an aim to. change the
Muslim majority of HNOJK into a
minority,

Qamar Zaman Kaira said Pakistan
continues 1o extend full support 1o the
Kashmin brethren at the intermational
level. He said that the present govern-
ment, especially Foreign Minister
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, has raised his
voice in all the forums of the world for
the resolution of the Kashmir dispute
He stressed that a strong and stable
Pakistan is essential for the setilemen!
ol the lingering dispute INP

Power tarift hiked for
KE consumers

KARACHI: The National Electric
Power Regulatory Authority
(NEPRA) has approved an additonal
fuel cost adjustment (FCA) of Rs9.52
per unit tor K-Electric (KE) con-
semers for the month of May, ARY
WNews reported on Thursday,

According to a notification issued
tl?' the power regulatory authority, the

-Electric had requesied a fuel cost
adjustment of Rsl1 34/kWh

ra_conducted a public hearing
on July 4 on the petition submitted by
KE for fuel charges adjustment for
May 2022 The increase will be appli-
cable to all consumer categones,
except for KE fifeline consumers.

The amount would be recovered in
the bills of July and August 2022 from
the KE consumers. In July, consumers
will be charced Rs2 63, while the con-
AUMErs wi# be charged Rso.89 in
August [NP

Pakistan army rescues
stranded climbers from
Nanga Parbat: ISPR

GILGIT: The Pakistan Army has
rescued two climbers who  were
stranded after submitting MNanga
Parbat, the 9th highest peak in the
world

On July 6, mountaineer Shehroze
Kashif and his partner Fazal Ali were
spotted returning to base camp 3 of the
Nanga Parbat, a day after he went
missing following scaling the ninth
highest mountainAccording to the
ISPR, both the climbers Shehroze
Kashif and Fazal Ali were rescued in
Pakistan Army Awviation Helicopter,
which landed near Jazlot safely. Both
Shehroze Kashif and Fazal Ali are fit
and sound, the ISPR said INP

ISLAMABAD, Prime Minister
Shehbaz Shanf on  Thursday
directed the authorities concerned
to_accelerate rescue and relief
efforts in the arcas affected by
heavy rains and floods in different
Earts of the country, particularly

alochistan. The prime minister
e_:xrpressed grief’ over the loss of
life and properties caused by the
rains and consequent floods He
asked the chiel ministers of the
provinges to prioditize the provi-
sion of assistance to the rain and
flood affected people, besides per-
sonally supervising the opera-
tion.He also directed the National
Disaster Management Authorty
and provincial disaster manage-
meni authorites to speed up the
emergency measures 10 coording-
tiom with” the provincial govern-
ments and relevant departments.

He also instructed the relevant

ting Railway Station and Coal Mines

departments 1o accelerate relief
and rescue operation in Cuetta,
Qila  Saifullah, Zhob, Pishin,
Harnai, Khushnub, Camaruddin,
Muslim Bagh and other affected
areas
_ He also called for providimg
immediate relief to the people
who had lost their houses due to
the heavy rains.
. The prime minister also called
For a better coordinalion o carry
oul reliel and rescue operation in
Sindh, particularly Karachi and
rts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
alochistan besides providing the
best medical facilities to the
injured and the relocation of the
affected people to the safe areas
He asked the authorites con-
cerned Lo carry out a survey of the
affected areas so thal a mechanism
could be developed for -:u:urnR_sta—
tion to the affected people INP

Five of a family
killed as jeep falls into
ravine in Gilgit

GILGIT: At least five mem-
bers of the same family were
kilied when a jeep they were
travelling n fell mto a ravine
in Gilgitl-Baltistan, ARY News
reported on
Thursday. According to police,
the incident occcurred on
Karakoram highway near Dasu
when the |h—r'ar,re:<l vehiele
plunged into a deep ravine
near Gilgit, killing five people
of the same f'anu[ri*.’['he police
said the incident occurred due
to speeding in the hilly area

On recewving information,
rescue 1122 teams and police
reached the spot and shifted
the bodies to hospital for
medico-legal formalities

The deceased mncluded Mir
Alam, Muhammad Farooq,
Fazal Wahid and Bulbul Nahi

In a similar ineident report-
ed this vear i March, seven
members of a family had died
when a car they were travel-
ling in fell inte a canal in
Khanpur tehsil of Ralum Yar
K han district. As many as ning
members of the same family
had been travelling from
Khanpur to Ralim Yar Khan
when their vehicle plunged
into the Abbasia canal near
koot Samaba  B6-pulThe
deceased included Mir Alam,
Mubhammad Faroog, Fazal
Wahid and Bulbul Z\'ghi.

[n a similar ineident report-
ed this year in March, seven
members of a family had died
when a car they were travel-
ling in fell into. a canal in
. hanpur tehsil of Ralim Yar
K.han distriet, NP

No chances of
heavy rainfall in

Karachi: DG Met

KARACHI: Pakistan
Metrological Department
(PMD) en Thursday ruled out
chances of heavy rainfall in
Karachi amid ongoing mon-
soon spell in the metropolis

“There are low chances of
heavy rainfall in the city dur-
ing the ongoing monsoon
spell,” Chief Meteorologist
Sardar Sarfaraz said, adding
that the city will continue to
experience light to moderate
rainfall till July @

“Some Kkarachi areas may
receive heavy falls during the

period.” he further
added.Parts of the city
received light to moderate

rainfall on Wednesday night

amid a forecast of showers in
the metropolis.

RAWALPINDI:

Areas including Super
Highway. Surjani Town, MNorth
karachi, Magin Chowrangi,
Bufferzone, Shadman Town.

Sakhi Hassan Chowrangs.
Marth MNazimabad,
Liaquatabad, SITE area,
Garden. Guru Mandir and

Numaish Chowrangi received
light to moderate rainfall

Karachi Press Club, Saddar,
M A Jinnah Road, Empress
Market, Landhi, Quaidabad,
Malir, Airport, Shah Faisal
Colony, Sharea Faisal. Clifton
and other areas have also
received rainfall,

The rain  lashed Super
Highway, Cattle Market,
Gulshan-e-Maymar,
Ahsanabad and its adjoining
areas. /MNP

Former intcrinr Minister Sheikh Rasheed Ahmad visiting sacrificial

animal mandi and buying camel for Eid ul Adha.

to Tacilitate the small medium enterprises, an
optimizing businesses and agriculture sectors to

impn:rve the economy,

It was seeking proposals from chambers of
commerce to abolish laws or amend them that
were creating hurdles for the private sector in
order to turnaround Pakistan, he said, urginﬁ
the 1CCI to form a task force to develop suc
proposals and share them with his ministry for
consideration and implementation.

He said the 1CCT should share its proposal for

Imran khan says
*ECP working
with Hamza to
ensure Pmi-N

victory®
SHEIKHUPURA

Former prime  minister
and Pakistan Tehreek-e-

Insaf Chairman Imran
Khan on  Thursday
allewed Elegtion

Commission of Pakistan
{ECP) working with
Hamza 1o ensure the vic-
tory of rncoats o the
Punjab by-elections.
Addressing a mammaoth
sublic  gathering  in
Shetkbupura, Tmran Khan
clmmed ECP is biased
and working with Hamza
Shahbaz Sharif. )
“Hamza Kukr listen,
do whatever you want bul
turncosts cannot win the
by-elections.”  he was
fﬁuoted as saying. He said
the nation has rejected
‘imported government’
_ PDM came into power
just to get relief in the
cases being faced by their
leadership and to save
their “looted wealth”
Imran Khan said PTI
can beat ‘loota’ of any
size with the masses
Commenting on the issue
of buying cheaper oil
from Russia, the ousted
rime  minister  said
‘inance Minister Mifiah
Ismail says they will buy
the ail after knowing the
rate, Russia was offering.
The present ‘slaves
cannol buy cheaper oil
from Russia due to fear of
the United States. He also
asked how can US dictate
Pakistani leadership on
visiting Russia’INP

ECP bans
political, car
rallies during

clectioneering for

LG polls

KARACHL: The
Election Commission of
Pakistan  (ECP)  has
banned the organization
of political rallies during
electioneering for the sec-
ond phase ol local zov-
emment (LG) polls under
the revised election code,

After witnessing large-
scale  mismanagement
during by-elections, the
election commission has
toughened enforcement of
the election code of con-
duct for the upcoming
second phase of LG polls

The ECP also started
strict - monitoring of the
revised election code dur-
ing the LG polls™ second
phiase

The political parties
have been stopped by the
ECP from organizing
political rallies Tor the
clectioneering  of LG
polls. The cendidates and
political parties will be
allowed to only organize
cornet meetings. Car ral-
lies weere also banned NP

He said the ICCI should be given representa-
tion in the Advisory Board ol the Ministry of
Planning to finahize development projects keep-
ln% in view the interests of the private sector.

le said high taxes, SBP’s high interest rate,
sharp devaluation of rupee and increase in oil,
electricity and pas prices had multiplied the
cost of doing business.He wrged the govern-
ment to take measures to reduce the cost of
doing business so that business and investment
activities could flourish and the economy could
maove towards stability.

INP

President writes to PM;
conveys deep concern on
harassment, torture
against journalists

[SLAMABALDL: President Dr Anf
Alvi on Thursday wrote a letter to
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif con-
veying his deep concern on the nsing
trend  of harassment and tlorture
against journalists and media persons
in Pakistan. The president, referring to
recent incidents of violence against
Jjournalists, said such events reflected
a mindset of intolerance having nega-
tive repercussions both on the future
of democracy as well as freedom of
expression as guaranteed by Aricle
19 of the Constitution of Pakistan and
Article 19 of the United Mations
Declaration of Human

Universal

-
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Rights.”Such actions also come under
international focus and tarnish the
image of our country,” he remarked,

The president noted with concern
that Pakistan stood at 157th position
in the Freedom of Press Index-2022,
which was very low and said the
Reporters Without Borders l'RSF%.
Human Rights Watch (HRW),
Amnesty International (Al), and the
International Commission of Jurists
ICT) in thetr reports had atributed
arassment, intimidation, and phvsi-
cal violence apainst journalists as the
main reasons for the dismal position
of Pakistan in the said mdex INP

traffic warden issued challan tickets to motorcyclists for not

wearing safety helmets at National Highway in Provincial Capital.

Customs enforcement
recovers smuggled items
worth Rs 46 million

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Customs
Enforcement on Thursday confiscated
smuggled items worth Rs 46 million
in multiple operations

According to details, the Customs
Enforcement conducted an operation
in multiple locations on Thursday and
confiscated items worth Rsd6 million
including clothes, tires and bottle
nuis

Customs officials told that five
trucks full of smuggled internaticnal
clothes were mnf%scnr.ed after an
operation on a bus terminal. The
smuggeied clothes are worth Rs30 mil-
lion, the officials said

They added that the second opera-
tion was conducted at the Mochko
check post. The items confiscated
from the second operation were worth
Ralé million.

The total worth of recovered items
was Rsd& million, they added.In

another operation on July 5, the
Customs officials seized a container
with a consignment of urea fertilizer
at the Torkham border,

Additional Collector Customs
Muhammad Tayeb has said that the
department’s officials during a search
of an export container at the border
crossing, recovered a consignment of
40 tonneés of urea fertilizer, being
smu;;gted to Afghanmistan.

“Fake documents of nice cargo
were prepared for the container, car-
rying urea,” the official said “The
export of urea from the country has
been strictly prohibited,” he further
gaid.

“The Customs officials have filed a
case, laken the container in custody
and arrested an accused,” he said

“The consignment of the urea has a
market value of 4,68 million rupees,”
he added INP

ECP suspends Punjab
govt’s free electricity
package until by-polls

ISLAMABAD The Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) has
suspended the Punjab government’s
initiative to provide a subsidy on
E_lE{:trll:l[}') bills under the "Roshan
Gharana Program’, )

The ECP meeting headed by Chief
Election  Commissioner (CEC)
Sikandar Sultan Raja suspended the
‘Roshan Gharana Program™ until July
|7 and directed that it could be re-
launched after the elections
_ “We want these elections to be held
in a transparent manner as it will
directly impact the formation of the
provingial government,” the CEC
said

During the hearing, Hamza
Shahbaz said that the program 1o sub-
sidize houscholds receiving electrici-
ty bills of wp to 100 units was
launched in the provincial budget for
F¥2022-23. “This package is for the
entire province and not [imited o 20

constituencies,” he said

The chief minister’s counsel said
that it could onlv be declared a viola-
tion of the code of conduct if a pack-
age is being announced for a particu-
lar constituency,

To this, the chief election commis-
stoner asked if the program was part
of the budget then why there was a
need o announce it later through a
press conference. ) )

Before the by-elections in the

rovince, Punjab Chief Minister

amza Shehbaz announced to pro-
vide free electricity to households
that consumed [00 units per
month in the last six months.

Addressing a press conference
in. Lahore, the Punjab Chief
Minister announced that the
provingial government will bear
the power cost of households that
consume up to 100 wonits of elec-
tricity in a month. INP




