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asim Suri fails to af;f)ar before FIA
team in foreign funding case

Stall Reporter

QUETTA: Former deputy speaker
national assembly, Qasim Khan Sun,
former Governor Balochistan, Syed
Zahoor Agha and others failed to
appear before the inguiry team of the
Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) an
Quetia's cyber
erime office had summoned the former
de;ﬁut}' speaker and central leader of
Pak ehrik e Insaf (PTI) in-a for-

Thursday. The FIlA

istan
eign funding case,

‘IA cyber crime wing had summoned
Qasim Suri, Syed Zahoor Agha, Wahab
Agha, and Dawood Khan in the foreign
funding case in Quetta. "] was in
Islamabad and came to know about the
notice late at night”, Qasim Surn told

PakistanN

Web Desk

The Pakistan Navy on Wednesday
saved mine crew members of
Indian vessel after it drowned in the
Arabian Sea near Gwadar, accord-
ing to the Director-General Public

Relations.

The ship namely “Jamna Sagar”
sunk with 10 crew members aboard
on Tuesday {August 9), the navy
spokesperson said in a statement

available with Dawn.com,

“The navy immediatel?-' respond-

an
[nformation
Centre requested a nearby merchant
ship ‘MT KRUIBEKE" 1o provide
necessary assistance to the stranded
crew of the drowning sailing ves-

ed to the distress cal
Pakistan Maritime

sel,” the spokesman said,

“The merchant ship eventually
recovered nine crew members and
continued vovage to its next port
Dubai and onward disembarked the

ISLAMABAD: The newly appointed Ambassador of the

an

the

European Union to Pakistan, Dr. Riina Kionka calls on
FPrime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif,

US dollar at Rs.218 in
interbank as rupee

continues to reassert

Business Desk

The Pakistam rupee continues
1o reassert against the US dollar
Cn Thursday, the rupee closed at
Rs218 per dollar in the inter-
bank market. The rupee had suf-
fered badly last month.

Meanwhile, in the open mar-
ket, the rupee was being traded
at 214.5 against the greenback at
4:30 pm, according to data
shared by the Forex .issucia!inn
of Pakistan (FAP)

FAP  Chairperson  Malik
Bostan attributed the rupee’s
contimued recovery to several
factors, imcluding the expected
release of the [nternational
Monetary Fund (IMF) tranche
by August 19 to 24 which he said
had created confidence among
mvestors and ended the crisis
the market was lacing

Alpha Beta Core CEO

'I. 9/‘?9’#

__/"

Khurram Shehzad said diseus-
sions about the materialization
of inflows had led to the PKR’s
recent gains

“The IMF wall hold its board
meeting n 10-12 days. follow-
ing which %12 hillion are
expected to be received and
there is news that a package of
up to 85bn can be received from
friendly countries UAE. Saudi
Arabia, and Qatar. China is also
talking about further rollover of
loans,” he noted.

resc

-

ues 9 crew members of sinking
Indian vessel near Gwadar

Christian
community
protests against
Mastung attack

Staff Reporter

QUETTA! Christian communily
stawed a protest demonstration out-
side Quelta Press Club against the
Mastung attack. One person was

| Ve & BAENS
killed and three children were
injured when armed accused
opened fire outside the Christian
Colony Mastung the other day

The protesters were chanting
slogans against the attack and
demanding the arrest of the culprits
behind the attack. They were also
carrying placards inscribed with
banners demanding security for
themselves The protesters said the
Mastung administration had failed
lo provide security 1o the members
of the Christian commumity, They
demanded of the provincial gov-
emment and the distiet adminis-
tration to ensure the arrest of the
culprits behind the attack.

he central leader of the

Balochistan ~ National  Party
{Mengal ), Malik Abdul Wali Kakar
also joined the protest and strongly
condemned the incident. He said
the BNP stands by the Christian
community in this hour of tmal.

“We demand the armest of the
culprits”, Mr. Kakar told the
protest demonstration. Besides
mer, women and children from the
Christian community had also
joined the profest

Chiefl Minister Balochistan, Mir
Quddus Bizenjo has already con-
demned the incident and directed
the police to ensure the arrest of the
culprits behind the attack. Mr
Bizenjo directed the police to sub-
mit a report about the incident

the Daily Quetta Voice via telephone.
From 2011 o 2013, our joint account in
Quetta received Rs 53 milhon [rom
Islamabad. “We did not receive any
toreign funding”, Mr. Suri explained.

CBC director issues letter to PTI
leaders

“The PTI leaders were summoned in
foreign funding case by one of the
inguiry officers”, a letter addressed to
the party leaders by the Assistant
Director, Commercial Banking Circle
(CBC) said. The AD is one of the mem-
bers of the inquiry team established by
the governmeni to probe the foreign
tunding of the former ruling party.

The Daily Quetta Voice obtained a
copy of the letter addressed Lo the PTI
leadars.

FIA forms teams to probe foreign

crew.”

Separately, the statement said that
one Pakistan Navy ship, along with
two helicopters, reacﬁed the area
and located the dead body of one
crew member who had gone miss-
inJE:I when the vessel drowned.

is body was recovered and
handed over to Pakistan Maritime
Security Afgenc:r (PMSA) authori-
ties for further proceedings, it
added. _

Earlier this wyear. the Pakistan
Navy had intercepted and tracked
an Indian submarine,

In a statement, Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR) Darector
General Maj Gen Babar Ittikhar had
said that the Indian Navy had
deployed its submarine against
Pakistan with “ulterior motives™,

“However, vet again through con-
tinuous vigilance and professional-
ism, Pakistan Navy has foiled |lhv:;~
Indian submarine’s attempt o

funding of PTI

On August 5. FIA announced the ini-
tiation ol investigation in the prohibit-
ed funding case and said that 5 differ-
ent inquiry teams have been formed by
FIA against Tehreek-e-Insaal’. Various
inquiry teams have been formed and
these mquiry committees will work in
Lahore, Karachi, Peshawar,
Islamabad, and Quetta;

This notice has come after the elec-
tion commission of Pakistan issued the
much-awaited decision about the for-
eign funding case of the former ruling

party 1.2 Pakistan Tehrik e Insat
EP'I'[] S Akbar Babar, one of the
ounding members of the PTI had

challenged the foreign funding case
The verdict was announced after seven
vears by the ECPE

entering into Pakistani waters.” he
had said.

The area of Pakistan’s territorial
waters is 12 nautical miles while its
seabed territory (EEZ) grew to
200,000  square  kilometres in
2015 At the same time, one
Pakistan Navy Ship along with two
helicopters also reached the area
and located the dead body of one
crew member who was earlier miss-
ing at the time of the drowning of a
satling vessel. The dead body was
recovered and handed over to
PMSA authorities for further pro-
ceedings, )

The successful search and rescue
operation by Pakistan Navy is a

practical manifestation of PN's
resolve for the Safety of Life at
Sea. Pakistan  Navy  always

remained at the forefront in extend-
ing its support for any emergency
search and rescue sitwation in its
waters and beyond

Hashmi condemns

Gill’s statement about

State institutiong

Stafl Reporter

QUETTA: Balochistan Awami
Party’s Founder Senator Saeed
Ahmed Hashmi has . condemned
PT1 leader Shahbaz Gill's state-
ment against state institutions and
said that weakening of institutions
that are responsible Tor the security
of geographical and 1deological
borders can cause irreparable dam-
age to the stateln a siatement
issued here on Thursday, Senator
Saeed Hashmi said that biatam

false propaganda against martyrs of

the helicopter crash is disgusting
and needed to be stopped as soon as
possible He said thet during its 4-
vear rule PTI leadership’s apolitical
thinking, power-hungry, and anti-
state behavior has accomplished
those tasks of internal and external
enemies of Pakistan which they
were thriving to achieve for the past
75 years.

FT1 became part of 5th genera-
tion war against Pakistan

He said that instead of fulfilling
the pledge of making the State of
Madina, the PTI has become a pant
of fifth generation war against

hi’i\f‘ : -
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Pakistan through their socal media
trodfs, they are dividing the nation
with propaganda based on lies and
lics, and the PTI has however suc-
ceeded in their nefarious aim of
maligning the patrictic thinking of
the majonty of the vouth that love
and respect the state institutions, he
gdded Senior politician termed acts
of PT1 as a dangerous attempt to
paralvze future vouth leadership
and weaken the country both inter-
nally and externally. Saeed Hashmi
further said that in order to eradi-
cate such heinous and negative
thinking and for the security and
survival of Pakistan all the politi-
cal leadership, civil society and
intellectual class will have to over-
come all their differences and pro-
mote  unanimous  and  positive
thinking

Nepra raises power tariff for
Karachi consumers by
Rs11.10 for June on account
of fuel cost adjustment

The Mational Elecine Power
Regulatory  Authority {Mepral on
Thursday notified Rs11. 10 per unit
additional  fuel cost - adjustment
{FCA) to K-Electric (KE] to be
charged to consumers for the élec-
tricity they consumed in June

The adjustment will be charged in
the bitls for August and September
2022, which will be applicable to ail
K E consumer calegones éxcept life-
line consumers.In its brief, a copy of
which is available with Dawn.com,

the power regulator said: ©As per the
mechanism provided in the determi-
nation, impact of change in KE's
owit generation fuel cost component
due to vanation in fuel prices, pener-
ation mix and volume shall be passed
on 10 the consumers directly i their
monthly hills in the form of Fuel
Charges Adjustrment (FCA)”

Simularly, it went on, the impact of
change in the fuel component of
Power Purchase Price {PPP} dug to
variation. Web Desk

Police vehicle
attacked on
Sariab Road

Quetta

MNews Desk

Linknown miscreants lobbed a
hand grenade at a police vehicle in
Ouetta’™s Sariab Road area on
Thursday night

Police sources said SHO Sariab
was also inside the vehicle when
attacked. However, the SHO
remained unhurt in the attack

The attackers Ted from the spot
unhurt

Rain, wind,
thundershower
expected in most
parts of country

ISLAMABAD: Rain with wind
and thundershower is expected in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Kashmir,
Punjab, Sindh, northeast south
Balochistan and Cilgit-Baltistan
during 24 hours

However, heavy falls are likely
al scattered places in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Upper Punjab and
Kashmir, while at jsolated places
in south Balochistan during the
period, :

Temperature. of some major
cities recorded on Thursday mom-
ing lslamabad and Karachi twenty-
icht desree centigrade, Lahore
twenty-rune,  Peshwar  thirty,
Cuetta and Muzafarabad twenty-
five, Gilait twenty-one and Murree
cighteen degree centigrade

According to Met Office fore-
cast for Indian Ilegally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir, partly cloudy
weather with chances of rain-wind-
thundershower s expected in
Srinagar, Jammu, Leh, Pulwama,
Anantnag, Shopian and
Baramulla. Temperature recorded
this moming: Srinagar, Ananinag
and Baramufla twenty- one degree
centigrade, Leh fifteen, Pulwama
twenty and Shopian twenty-two
degree centigrade INP

Afghan children enrolled in 30 government schools of Quetta

of Education said. He said the quality of education in all 30

Musavir Khan Barrech, Muhammad Mudasir

Afghan refugees children have been enrolled in 30 govern-
ment-run_ primary, middle and high schools in Quetta. the capi-
tal of Balochistan province. The Balochistan education depari-
ment and Mercy Corps, an international organization have
financed and ensured the study of Afghan refugees children in

Quetta,

“Afghan refugee children and our own children are getting
quality education in these 30 schools”. Arbab Talib. the acting

commissioner of Afshan rf:f?g

tion department and Mercy

ees said. The Balochistan educa-
AOTPS fl‘rgﬂn]?fd a jomt seminar to

discuss the education of ATghan and host communities” children

in the provincial capital.,

“Quality education for Afghan refugees children™

Director Education Balochistan, Wahid Shakir Baloch, Merey
Corps Team Leader, Dr. Sacedullah Khan, and other education
experts addressed the seminar, which thoroughly discussed ways

and means to promote education and ensure the provision of

quality education to the Afghan refugee children.
“Government of Balochistan has extended all possible support
to educate Afghan children”. Wahid Shakir Baloch, the Director

schools has improved and the teachers were rendering great
services to educate students from marginalized communities.
Afghan Commissionarate committed to supporting Afghan

children

Speaking on the occasion. Arbab Talib stated that the Afghan
Commissionarate was committed to educating all Afghan
refugees children in Quetta and other parts of Balochistan. “Our
objective is to make them useful citizens of the society”, he said,

Addressing the participants. Dr. Saeedullah Khan, team leader
of Mercy Corps Balochistan, said that special attention was paid
to the education of Afphan refugees and children of the host
country. A special focus has been given to promoting girls’ edu-
cation, he stated. The girls are enrolled in primary, middle, and
hligh schools of Cuetta, he added. In addition, a better policy
referral system has been established to address safety and psy-
chological 1ssnes in educational institutions for Afghan refugees

and host country boys and girls,

In Balochistan, government-run schools paint an abysmal pic-
ture. Most of the schools are deprived of basic facilities. The

present

overnment has announced the implementation of

Article 25-A of the Constitution, The article calls for free and
compulsory education for all kids.
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Editor Asim Khan

Balochistan Education Sector
Plan, Go beyond words

Much has been said abowt the Balochistan Education Sector Plan (BESP)
2020-25 on the official level and among the scademia and international donor
agencies. Undoubtedly, some officers of the education department and donor

agencies deserye appreciation for preparing the Plan,

The estimated cost of the five yvears BESP is Rs. 72 billien as per the data
shared with journalists during a function in this regard in Quetta the other day,
Attractive banners, books, and brushers with the best paper quality were miven
to the participants of the function held at Quetta’s Tuxury hotel. As usual, very
few individuals bothered to read the information in bags given to them by organ-

izers of the function.

The Secondary Education Department had prepared the BESP 2020-25 1n col-
laboration with European Union, Global Partnershup for Education {(GPE), and
UNICEF. Thanks to these organizations for extending support 1o the Balochistan
government in improving the quality of education, Nevertheless, these intema-
tional donor agencies should alse go bevond words and ensure sustamnable
efforts to improve the state of educanon n Balochistan

Maost of the teachers, parents are unaware of BESP 2020-25

When educationists, academicians, bureaucrats, ministers, and representatives
of donor agencies were addressing the BESP function, parents and teachers in
remote remained unaware of the Plan. This daily asked some teachers and par-
ents about the BESP 2020-25. They simply said, “What is this?”,

Subsequently, the target sroup is unaware of the BESP 2020-25 and the multi-
billion rupees spending on the Project. Most of the speakers spoke about the
quality of education. In reality, speaking about the quality of education is like
davdreaming in Balochistan, lagging behind other provinces of the country m
terms of key social ndicators,

Cheer 6,000 schools wath one teacher in Balochistan

The education minister Maseebullah Marm lamented that 70,000 teachers and
the quality still low, Palvasha Jalalzai, the education specialist of UNICEF put
some critical questions about the one-teacher one-school. teachers traiming in

Balochistan,

To be very precise, the sovernment and donor asencies should come out of

Quetta’s only luxury hotel and mobile leachers, parents, political people, media,
and religious scholars at the district level to improve the state of education in

Balochistan.

Energy shortage in Balochistan

Poverty is nol a stafic or
fixed phenomenondi 1z 2
multi-dimensional dea tha
encompasses qualily  in
almost every sphere of lifg,
ranging from calorie intake,
life expectancy, living stan-
dards; literncy, and access to
medern  energy services.
Thiz bvpe of poverly 1s
always cxpressed from an
income perspective, Sticking
with the non-income dimen-
sions of poverty, such as
health, edecation and living
standards, are as important
as employment

The two energy indicators
of non-mecome dimensions,
incloding  electrnicity. (no
aceess oo eleciriciy) and
cookmg fuels (wood, dung
and charcoal), constitue
poverty. Goal no. 7 of SDGs
conlaing wmversal access o
medern  energy services.
mcreasing encrgy efficiency.
and increasing  rencwable
cncrgy sharc. As we know,
encrgy plavs a vital roke m
the development process of a
country, bul incase  of
Pakislan, energy poverly is
the largest single drain on
Pakistan s coonons

When we talk  abouwt
Balochistan, 1t s the direct
and magor victim of cncrgy
cnais, and has slowed down
the growth of the provinee.
Balachistan is the largest
provineg of Pakistan,having
an area of 347,190 km
square and o population of
12.344 408 people.  The
major portion of the popula-
tion live in rural arcas, con-
stituting 72,4 5%

Only 30 Percent  of
Balochistan has access 1o
cierEy

Balochistan iz facing an

-
Es >

PN

acute encegy shortage that
has stopped the development
not gnly in the economic and
agrculture scctor, but also in
every walk of [ifg. According
to & document submitted fo
the National Assembly of
Pakistan, only 36% aof
Balochistan 15 electrified,
while the remmning 64% of
Bolochistan  still  doesn’t
have access to cnergy, Duc
o the scattered popalation
living in rural areas, it is
impossible to electrify them
In 2008, the total demand of
Balochistan was 1630 MW,
but supply was limited to
600 MW, and m 2019 the
demand has been rasedio
2500 MW,

Energy Projects in CPEC:

Encrgy 15 the prominem
component  of  China
Pakistan Econonie Comidor
(CPEC) Almost T0% of the
CPEC projects were related
e the eneregy sectorwhich
comprises thermal. hydral,
coal and wind
Unfortunately, Balochistan
i5 being left om of these
projects. Out of 13 mega
projects related to emergy, six
projects are being located in
Punjab. six i Sindh and one
m Khyber Pokhtunkhwa
Once -agan. the energy-

starved and  downtrodden
provinee has been ignored
and nof given s due share to
fulfil s cnergy
demands, The encrgy gener-
ated by these projects . will
nol give amy relicl (o the
consumers in Balochistan
The already installed
transmission lines are made-
quate, and the province does
nel have the capability and
capacity o sbsorb cnergy
hevond S0 MW, The two
transmission lines worth %4
ballion will run from Matar
o Faisalabad and Lahore.
respectively. These transmis-
sion lines are providing 0400
MW to Punjab. Looking a
this picture, the overall situa-
tion in rural Balochistan 1=
worsg, where 83% of the
popalation lives and some
areas in Balochistan are nod
even linked with the national
egrid svstems. This is an
aleming situstion where o
major portion of the popula-
tion still docsn’t have access
to electricity, and it will fur-
ther deteriorate the growth of
the provinee
Energy
Balochistan
Balochistan 15 producing
sbout 2422 MW of electrici-
v using gas-based thermal,

Production  in

Almost all the eclectricity
generaled m the provinee 1s
being transmitted o other
provinges.  Electricity  has
pocn purchased by QESCO
{ram wo aulonomous power
producers inclede the. Uch
power plant and Habibuolleh
Coastal Power plani. The
provinee also receives clec-
tricity from lran and pro-
vides it io the arcas along the
border, The federal govern-
ment initiative 1o reduce
load-shedding will not posi-
fively impact the provisce
becouse the existing lrans-
mussion hnes are not that
much capable of supplying
any load bevond 6000 MW
There 15 not a single 500 KV
grid station in the province,
Mo doubt, it s smpossible
1o provade and extend Lrans-
migzion fines o the far-ung
arcas because 1t will cost too
much.  The  electricity
demand i rural arcas of
Balochistan 15 very low and
the houses in rural arcas

need  only ]ighlm? for
roomed huts bhult of md
Furthermore, investors Teel

hesitant to mvest m the
provinee due tolack of infra-
structore. evenuns gGI'IE‘I'El.IL'I-]'I
and scourity,

The Wind Corridor  of
Balochistan and
Government's efforis:

Hesides solar encrgy, the
wind energy 15 another
essential SOUTCE and
Balochistan has been blessed
with o high rate of wind
specds The  Pakistan
Metcorological Department
(P21, in their shared data,
suggosied that the wind
specd in the coastal arca of
the proviese is enough to
generdte . electracity. In this

Ajmal khan

lme, Pakistan Council of
Rencwable Energy
Technologics (FCRET) has
electrifiod 1600 villages
along the coastal side of
Sindh and Balochistan, A
studv  supgested that the
coastal belt of Pakistan can
pro<iwes 30 MW through
wind resources, To minimizs
the cost of these projects, the
govermmenl should encour-
age local manufacturersof
wind turhines,

In this regard. 0 over-
come the cherpy povery in
Balochistan, the federal gov-
ernment can pliy a vital robe
in alleviating encrgy poverty
by using rencwable cnergy
resources in elecinfving the
rural argas af
Balochistan keeping in view
the solar radiance and wind
spead.there 12 a huge polen-
tial forrenewable energy in
the province.. They should
not clectnly the far-Mung
arcas with conventional grid-
based methods because il
will maximizg their cosi as
the traditional modes of
energy are expensive, -md 1o
the longrun, it cannol mest
the energy demand for sus-
tainable development. The
govemment should provide
the duc share in CPEC rolat-
o encrgy projects

1o the province, Suppose
the issues related (o energy
poverty dre not taken ser-
ougly, the dream of achicy-
tng SDGs will never be
schicved. and the already
poverty-stricken  province
will observe more difficul-
tees n the coming dayvs

The author is a rescarch
officer, member of
Balochistan Think Tank
Metwaork.

Climate change: common
enemy of Pakistan and India

Imran Jan

There are situations
where the enemy of your
enemy 15 also  your
enemy. Nothing would fit
that description  better
than climate change for
Pakistan and India.
Pakistan is the &th most
villnerable and India the
Tith  most  vulnerable
country to the ravages of
climiate change. Climate
change 15 a global threat.
Nevertheless, how
nations  would  guard
against it makes it a very
country-specific  threat
The devastating results of
it are very much specific
o natiorality, ciass and
race.  Poorer  nations,
lower classes and dis-
criminated  races  are
affected by  climate
change worse than others
as if climage change had a
human mind filled with
all the prejudices our
societies have conjured
up, lived with and” died
for

The news headlines or
social  media memes
about this vear breakin
the previous records o
excessive heat do not
become obsolete and can
be used every year Mo
need o delete  those
memes because the year
ahead would be hotter
than the one we are in
right now and so on and
so forth,

This March, heatwaves
in India broke a 122-year
recotd, A farmer i the
Punjab region of India

interviewed by The New
York Times said, “We
used to wear jackets in
March,” Well, now they
wear blankets of heai
Pakistan saw a cholera
uuthrca;ljl{.r inl Sindh II:]'Ii5
year while also grappling
with multiple wiﬁ:ﬁires
including in the suppos-
edly cooler capital city of
Islamabad. India is the
major grain supplier of
this regon and supplies
food rations to its farmers
as well. With as much as
0% reduction in wheat
vield, the longstanding
concerns about  foo
security have resurfaced
in India and the region,
including  Nepal —and
Bangladesh, which rely
on India for  wheat
impots.

n Augast 2020, right
during the height of the
pandemic, the climate
change driven extrems
mongoon  raing in
Pakistan drenched
Karachi in a 19-inch rain,
which usually drowns a
city with no functional
drainage system,
Thousands of homes of
the poor were destroyed.
More than a 100 people
were killed. The Marriot
bombing in Islamabad
killed about 54 people
The Mumbai  terronst
attack killed 164 people.
In 2015, the heatwave in
Pakistan” Sindh province
killed more than 1,000
people. Between 998
and 2018, Pakistan has
lost over 10,000 lives due
to  climate  change
Pakistan  has - suffered

more than %4 billion loss-
es since 1998 due to cli-
mate related events.

The Moods in Assam
llh'rs b aﬁ“ﬁ,‘:ed ors
than halt a million people
across 1,000 villages %c
Modi-led government has
tried to remove from
Assam the Bangladeshi
immigrants using faith-
based discriminatory law
called the Citzenship
Amendment Act {CAA)
I can confidently state
that the Bangﬁfadcshi
immigrants did not affect
more than half a million
eople across 1,000 vil-
ages, According to the
Assam state  water
resources  department,
every year Assam loses
nearly 8,000 hectares of
land due to the cxpﬂndlg%
Brahmaputra river caus
by climate change.

Karachi’s severe mon-
soon rain of 2020 led to
the submerging of the
markets and warehouses,
causing a damage of 3150
million, Karachi came to
a standstill for about a
week, which caused the
country to lose $449 mil-
Hon daily. Do the math
And that does not include
the massive off the gnd
economy, which we all
know is much larger than
the official one

Excessive  heat
been found to brin
work performance down
among _people.  India
loses 259 hillion work
hours annually due to
excessive heal Tt trans-
lales as worth roughly
$622 hillion Purchasing

has
the

Power Parity

When | think about the
heat, fire, glaciers and
water, T want 1o Jet the
Pakistanis and the Indians
know ol o Tear the mis-
siles we both have made
but rather the cars we
drive and the electricity
we consume. Fear the fire
and the water. One does-
n't kill the other They are
both killing us. "The
chances of an Indian
dying at the hands of a
Pakistani are much small-
er than from heat or by
drowning. And  wvice
VErsa

This March, heatwaves
in India broke a 122-year
record. A farmer in the
Punjab region of India
interviewed by The New
York Times said, “We
used to wear jackets in
March.” Well, now they
wear blankets of heat.
Pakistan saw a cholera
outhreak in Sindh this
vear while also grappling
with multiple %‘fiﬁ?ﬁ?l'&?
including in the suppos-
edly cooler capital city of
Islamabad. India is the
major grain supplier._of
this region and supplies
food rations to its farmers
as well. With as much as
0% reduction in wheat
yield, the longstanding
concernis  about  food
secunty have resurfaced
in India and the rewion,
including Nepal and
Bangladesh, which rely
on  India  for  wheat
impaorts

m Auzust 2020, right
during the height of the
pandemic, the climate

change driven extreme
MONSeON rains in
Pakistan drenched
Karachi inma 19-inch rain,
which usually drowns a
cily with no functional
drainage sy stem
Thousands of homes of
the poor were destroyed
More than a 100 people
were killed The Marriott
bombing in lslamabad
killed about 54 people
The Mumbm terrorist
attack killed 164 people
In 20115, the heatwave 1n
Pakistan® Sindh province
killed more than 1,000

eople. Between 1998
and 2018, Pakistan has
lost over 10,000 lives due
o climate  change
Pakistan has  sulTered
more than $4 billion loss-
es since 1998 due to cli-
mate related events,

The floods in Assam
thizs vear affected more
than half a million pmlple
across 1,000 villages. The
Modi-led government has
tried 1o remove [rom
Assam the Bangladeshi
immigrants using faith-
based discniminatory law
called the Citizenshi
Amendment Act {CAA!J
I can confidently state
that the Bangladeshi
immigranis did not affect
more than hall a million

ople across 1,000 vil-
ages. According to the
Assam  state water
respurces  department,
every year Assam loses
near[g 8,000 hectares of
land due to the expandmgl
Brahmaputra river caused
h[y chimate
change Karachi's,

It’s come

full circle

ith one foot
on & banana
peel, we are

standing  at

an abwss, P
Shehbaz Sharit and the
PML-N face mortal
political and economic
challenges. and the gov-
ermment has shown iﬁul,.e
resolve to confront them
head-on,  Domestic
petraleum prices are up
more than 40 per cent
within the last few days,
and cm:]f'gi/ prices have
quickly followed suit.

It is morhidly satisfy-
mi that Shehbaz Sharif
and the PML-N of
motorway, flvover, and
underpass  ftame -
should face nising fuel
rices in their uliimale

attle for political sur-
vival. For decades, our
cities have facilitated
private car owners at the
expense of pedesirians,
cyvelists,  and  transit
users. The Shehbaz
Sharif model of wban
development, albest
with different speeds of
exgcution,  pervades
other political parties
and leaders as well,
large-scale gray infra-
structure like signal free
corridors, flyovers,
underpasses. and Ting
roads with cbscene lev-
els of service have
become the norm m
cities around the coun-
try, Cities, from
Islamabad to Turbat,
have hecome sprawling
sites of speculatively
held vacant plots in
shady housing schemes

This 15 our real
tragedy. Our current
CCONOMIC LTSS 15 our
oW Frankenstein’s
monster  staring  right
back at us. Consider
these examples: Capital
Smart City Islamabad 15
approximately 40 kilo-
metres from Blue Area
DHA City Karachi s
over 6lkms from Frere
Hall. These and other
projects exclusively tar-
et car owners: only the
most mfluenbal five per
cent of our urban popu-
lation

S0 what to do when
the most influential peo-
ple’s financial and resi-
dential interests move
50kms from the city's
economic hubs? Buwld
expressways, signal-free
corridors,” ring  roads,
Lyan Expressways. and
Leh Expressways to
coddle them. These

mjects help the elite

pass the city’s con-
gestion, often by taking

a longer route,
Sometimes flyovers and
underpasses help

address particular points
of congestion in the
city’s road network. As
these ]Ilmjec_ts material-
1ze, the  richest few
begin to travel more and
more to reach their
workplaces, = meet
friends, or for other
everyday tasks. Because
there’s no public transit

and whatever transit
exists 15 class incompat-
ihle — people drive,
often in their sparkling
new SUYVs.

s

The same logic has
unfortunately extended
to mter-city travel. We
have pricntized motor-
ways and highways over
railways. Obur railways
network  has  shrunk
from over 8300kms of
tracks m 19505 to
around 7.2800kms foday,
This has been accompa-
nied by a drastic drop in
the railways' share of
traffic. while the service
carried over 86 per cent
of all freight traffic
the 1950s, 1ts current
share stands at a meager
4-6 per cent. Similarly,
Pakistan Railways has
rone from the single
ﬁirgcst carrier of passen-
oer traffic in the 19705
o carrving less than 10
per cent of all passen-
2ers today,

This drastic declime 1s
not  coincidental.
According 1o one eshi-
mate, the state spent
three times as much on
mtereily road imfrastruc-
ture than it did on rail-
ways. The uniformed
state’s patronage of enti-
ties has combined with

private car owners’
mterests to completely
overpower SOCI0eCo-

nomic efficiencies asso-
ciated with rail travel.
All these develop-
ments are brazen exam-
Fles of elite capture.
Only around 10 per cent
of all urban houscholds
own cars, and vet all of
our cities have seen
massive infrastructural
imvestments that favour
private car travel.

Media

The technology
revolution has
achieved a new
stage of human
development. It has
astonishing and

tremendous effects
on human behavior,
thinking and atti-
t.ou - d e
Unprecedented
developments took
place in the field of
commination due to
which, for the first
time in human his-
tory. the field of
information has
achieved 1mmense
importance, there-
fore. the 21st
Century is also
called the century
of Information
Technology.

With the increase
in the sources of
information, conse-
quently,  research
and analysis have
become more
important, The
overflow of infor-
mation has com-
elled people to dif-
‘erentiate between

relevant and irrele-
vant, positive and
negative news. In
this age of technol-
ooy, the subject of

information = has
become a science
and oW

Information
Literacy is included
as a suhq_ect in the
Course of universi-
ties of the devel-
oped countries,

“We have to equip
students, teachers,
and officials to han-
dle an overflow of
information™

Today it is nol
gnough to decorate
our  educational
institutions, offices,
homes, and libraries
with electronic
technology, rather
we will have to
equip our students,
teachers, officials,
and others with the
capability to appro-
priately handle this
overflow of
Information.

In comparison
with the
Information coming
from the conven-
tional sources i.e.,
the teacher,
books,s, ete, today
information 15
flooded in the mar-
ket by the internet,
as a result, it
becomes very diffi-
cult for students

and Planningﬂ .

and others to distin-
guish between fake
and real, wrong and
right, good and bad
news. It is the time
when you need the
adequate capabili-
ties to select the
news as per your
requirements  for
the _ purpose.
Information literacy
15 used as a proper
method to practice
access to informa-
tion and analyze
and organize it.

In this atmos-
phere of hybrid war,
it is necessary for
media workers in
general while the
media managers, in
particular, to abun-
dantly equip them-
selves with infor-
mation literacy
“An  information
literate person is
supposed to have
the capacity and
capability to select
suitable sources of
information, which
are beneficial and
in accordance with
the fixed targets.
Information literacy
is actually the abili-
ty to fully under-
stand the whole
system of informa-
tion. In this atmos-
phere of hybrid war,
It is necessary for
media workers in
general while the

II'IL*L’JIIﬂ managers, im
particular, to abun-
dantly equip them-
selves with_ infor-
mation literacy.
Workers in_ the
media industry
must realize the
challenges as well
as the opportunities
in the ever-chang-

illi:- situation  of
information.
As media man-

agers of the govern-
ment, it 1s our duty
to understand the
positive and nega-
tive aspects of the
propaganda / infor-
mation, so that we
can adopt a compet-
itive media plan to
achieve aur
required targets of
national mnterest
and importance.
World powers
taking a keen inter-
est in Balochistan,
especially Gwadar
At the end of the
20th CennlrF‘. the
situation ol the
world and particu-
larly of this region
became reshaped.
After the fall of the
Soviet Union and
the freedom of
Central Asian
States, the regional

scenario was
changed and the
geographical and
strategic  impor-

tance of the coastal

v Aurangzaib Kasi
belt of Balochistan
particularly Gwadar
was enhanced by
many folds. It is
common to say that
the power of the
21st Century will
go to the country
which controls the
energy corridor. In
this rapidly chang-
ing situation, all
powers/forces are
taking a keen inter-
est in Balochistan
and particularly
Gwadar. The situa-
tion  has created
challenges and
apportunities at the
same time. The
media  has  got
importanl responsi-
bilities to differen-
tiate between wrong
and right tenden-
cies, help analyze
the situation and
organize and pro-
mote a  develop-
ment-friendly
action plan. To
attain this purpose,
a comprehensive
media  plan  is
required to be pre-
pared and imple-
mented,

The author is the
Director-General
Public  Relations
({ DG P R )
Balochistan

He can be reached
at aurangza-
ibkasi 1983 @ egmail.
com

Preparing for
the grind

atching
events unfold
over the last

few weeks has
been  pamnful.  primarily
because Pakisian's priontics
are all wrong,

We are glued 1o owr
phones  and  television
sereens, anxicusly  warting
for more chaos and drama.
With all these distractions
like leng marches. conspim-
¢v theories, and mindless
mudslinging. we are losing
sight ol reality. And the real-
ity 15 that Pakistan is on the
verge of bankniptey, closer
than 1t has ever been before.
The education svstem nol
only lacks structure, it is
completely  outdated, and
the water shortage 15
extremely atanming, While
we- are cought wp in this
political tug of war, Pakistan
15 rapidly  pose-diving.
Instead of Tocusing on the
political circus, let's discuss
1he most prossing 1550
Pakistan currently faces.

The first course of action
should be to stabilize the
gconomy, Thankfully, the
government slashed the sub-
sidy on petroleum products
This is not a long-term solu-
tion, but il needed to be
done i order to regain sta-
ity While Pakistan must
continue o engage with the
IMF, it is also important (o
plend their case smartly dur-
ing negotiations. One could
arguee that this deal fails to
take context mio account
With the withdrawal of

American  forces  from
Adhanistan and the war
Ukraine which has sent the
global economy inte & tail-
spin., the IMF should seck to
lake context mio considern-
tion, especially  for third
world countries. However,
one has to be meahistic: The
IMF will continuse 1o be
harsh on Pakistan unless we
show evideénce that we are
working owards restructur-
N OUF @oOnamy

In order o become a
globally competitive econo-
my. Pakistan must introduce
market-cricntated  reforms
There 15 50 much talk abow
Pakistan's weak expor per-
formance. Upon examina-
tion, i 15 clear that the
export markel 15 subpar due
o deep structural izsues
Pakistan’s exports have con-
tinually fallen behind itz
South  Asian  competitors
since the early 1990z, Since
1990; Bangladesh's exports
have increased 6.2 times
compared  to Pakistan’s,
measured  m terms ol
exports per capita.

To strengthen the expor
market. the current ond
fuere leaderships have 1o
make unpopular decisions
and stick to them, Over the
vears, governments  have
continued 1o dole out larag
export subsidies without a
shred of evidence that these
subsidies have helped boost
exporis, Going  forward,
eovernments hove no choice
bait 1o bite the balles and sas
no o special interests. For

example. instituting o land
tax and rationalizing agn-
cullure to create efficient
farming - choices can  be
dong. Flowever, sticking to
the policy and carrving
through reguires courage
from the governmenl, and
support from the public. To
achieve long-tenm economic
stability, Pakistan must have
the wall 1o put the interesis
of the people ahead of the
prvileged few, That means
taking bold decisions, hike
removing land subsides and
charging for excessive water
(FEN

We also know that the
economy - canncd be restruc-
tured f political nstability
continggs, MNow more than
ever, pnnciples need 1o be
put above peity paolitical
feuds. Pakistan must take a
leaf out of Bangladesh's
bock; as it shows that vou
don't need completz, b

Just semi political stability

and continmity 1o achigve
cconomic growlh, For that
1o happen, Pakistan necds o
el past the frst hurdle
Political tumult and con-
fromtation has done nothing
but create hardship and
upset. The people have had
enough

Pakistan needs to propare
itself for a hard grind With
the steep rse in inflation.
there is bound to be more
social unrest around the cor-
ner, 1112 highly doubiful that
the politicians will tone
down their rhetone and
work together.




Govt forms jirga
for talks over law and order
in swat, other areas

ISLAMABAD
Federal government has
announced a Jirga for
talks over worsening
law and order situation
in Swat, Miranshah and
Mir AL

The government has
formed a Jirga com-
prised of 16 members
for talks with represen-
tatives of the people
protesting  in these
areas

Prime Minister has
formally approved the
lirga compnsed of the
leaders of the parlia-

mentary parties, The
||:|<ulltital parties  of

hyber Pakhtunkhwa
province would have
representation in  the
Jirga.

Federal Mimster for
Defence, Khawaja Asif
has wrote a letter to all
arliamentary parties’
eaders over the matter
and the first session of
the Jirga will be held at
Durram House in Bannu
on Friday (tomorrow}

Prime Mimster
Shehbaz Shant has con-
stituted the Jirga, com-

prises of the PDM and
other parhamentary par-
ties after consultation
with JUL Feader Akram
Durram

Fhe Jirga members
will hold talks with the
representatives of pro-
testers and ensure end
of road blocks and
protest sit-in in Mir Al
sources said

The Jirga will com-
prise of the member par-
ties of the PDM,
People's Party, Jamaal
Islami, Awami MNational
Party and the NDM. INP

Shock, shame among some
Muslims as Afghan accused
of New Mexico murders

ALBUQUERQUE
Muslims in Mew Mexico
mterviewed on Wednesday
said they felt shock and
shame at the armest of a
Muslim immigrant from
Afchamstan in connection
with the murders of four
Muslim men.

Police on Tuesday said
they detamed 51-vear-oid
Muhammad Sved A
motive for the killings
remains unclear, but police
said he may have acted on
personal grudges, possibly
with overtones of intra-
Muglim discord

Sved denied being
involved with any of the
four killings when  ques-
tioned by police, according
o the Mew York Times.

"We're in complete total
disbelief. Speechlzss. You
know, kind of embarrassed
to say he was one of our
own, " said Mula Akbar, an
Afshan-American  busi-
nessman who said he had
helpad Syed settle in the
city.

Syed prayed together at
Albuguerque's Ielamic
Centre of New Mexico
(TC MM mosque with most
of the victims. All four vie-
tims were of .-’kFE]han or
Pakistani descent (ne wis
killed in MNovember, the
other three in the last two
weeks.

Syed, who made his first
appearance  m court

Wednesday, was formally
charged with killing Aftab
Hussein, 41, on July 26

and Muhammed Afzaal
Hussamn, 27, on Aug. 1.
Police sad on _L'l%uesd_m-'
they were working with
prosacutors on  potential
charzes for the murders of

Mueem Hussam, 25, a
trisck deiver killed on
Friday, and Mohammad

Ahmadi, 62, shot dead on
Movember 7, 2021, outside
the grocery store he ran
with his brother in south-
east Albuguerque.

It was not immediataly
clear if Syed had retainad a
lawver,

Palice declined to com-
ment on rumours Syved was
angry one of his daugzhiers
had eloped and marmed a
man with her own free-
will.

The daughter told CNMN
that her hushand was
friends with two of the
men  who were killed,
Aftab Hussein and MNassm
Hussain. The woman, who
CMNN did not name out of
concern for her safety, said
her father was not happy
when she married in ;E]TS
but had become accepting
more racently.

"My father is not a per-
son who can kill some-
biodhy, Wy father has always
talked about peace That's
why we are here in the
Lnited States. We came
from Afghanistan, from
fighting, from shooting,”
che mold CHMN.

Palestinian-American
Samia  Assed samd the
Muslim community  of

@

HYDERABAD: Opposition leader Sindh Assembly and PTI

around 4 0040 in
Albuquergue had work to
do o prevent the viclence
they left behind in coun-
tries like Afghanistan and
Pakistan

"This took me back to
911 when I just wanted to
hide under a rock,” said the
human rights activist after
che hostad an interfaith
memorial at the TCWM,
Albuquerque's oldest and
largest mosquea, )

"For this to happen it's
like setting us back 100
vears," she said,

The mosque is nongec-
tarian and has never hefore
experienced violence of
this kind, according 1o con-
graganis interviewed

sved 15 a truck drver,
has =six children, is of
PPashiun  ethnicity  and
arrived in the United States
as a refupes about six vears
ago  from  Afghanistan's
southem Kandahar
province, said Akbar, a for-
mer  LUS  diplomat  who
worked on Afehan issues
and helped found the
Afshan Society of Mew
Mexico Syad developad a
record of criminal misde-
meanours over the last
three or four years, includ-
ing a case of domastic vio-
lence, police said Video
from  February 2020
showed him slashing the
tires of a velicle at the

ICNM believed to be
owned bi the family of the
first nown  victim,

Ahmadi. according [NP

leader Haleem Adil Shaikh talking to newsmen after hearing in
Session Court Hyderabad,

ECP decides to re-verify
voters aged 100 and above

ISLAMABAD: The
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) has decid-
ed to carry out a door-fo-
door re-venfication of vot-
ers aged 100 and above.

The ECP =aid that 1t has
provided details of vorers
aged 100 and -above to the

provincial and district
offices for a re-venfication
process

“Their names will be
added to the woters’ list
after getting verified in
door to door campaign,” i
said  adding  that  the
process will continue until
August 13

he ECP further said
that the process fo finalize
the voters” listis in the last
ihase. On Saturday, the
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) rectified
its error and added 115100
voters o the voters™ list
after they were declared
dead previously

According to sources,
the voters were added
the list after a verification
process and the commis-
sion has further directed

its field officials 1o ensure
the errors in the lisl are
rectified before their pub-
lication on August 25

“Previously there were
3,208,895 voters in the list
of dead voters which were
later reduced to 3,093,877
after a verification
process.” thay said

In Movember 2021, the
glection commission of
Pakistan (ECP) released
the updated voter list from
across the country  com-
prising 1211 million
active voters. The active
voters of the country stand
at 1Z1, 199,970 eligible
people remistered for vot-
g with Punjab claiming
69 million, more than haff
of the entire active wvoler
strength, of them, ECP
numbears said. The
province of Sindh comes
trailing with about
25,582,000 wvoters regis-
tered with the election reg-
ulatory Khvber
Pakhtunkhwa stands with
20,611,000 active wvolers,
ECPF said. adding that
Balochistan has 5,037,000

active electoral strenzth
Following are Islamabad
with over 0.9 million vot-
£r5.

In the gender breakup,
men voter numbers stand
at  around 66,561,710,
claiming the 55 per cent
share, while 34 439,799
are the women voters,
which is the remaming 45
pc

“Previously thare were
3,208,895 voters in the list
of dead voters which were
later reduced to 3,003 877
after a verification
process,” they said,

[n Movember 2021, the
election commussion of
Pakistan (ECP) released
the epdated voter list from
acrass the country com-
prising 121.1 ‘million
active volars.

The active voters of the
country stand at
121,199,970 ehigible peo-
ple remstered For voting
with Pumjab claiming 69
million, more than half of
the enfire active wotar
strength, of them, ECP
numbers said INP
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ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister Elawl

[} NATIONAL

Bhutte Zardari welcomed Robert

Dussey, the Foreign Minister of the Republie of Togo, who is undertaking his first

bilateral visit to Pakistan.

Overseas Pakistanis serve
defamation notice to CEC,
ECP members

ISLAMABAD Overseas
Pakistanis have served a legal
notice to . Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) Sikandar
Sultan Raja and other members
of the Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) over declaring
them as non-Pakistanis

The notice was served by the
Pakistani diaspora through their
counsel  Advocate  Azhar
Siddigue and it stated that abol-
ishing rights of overseas
Pakistanis by the ECP was
against the law.

“The ECP has declared
Pakistani diaspora as non-
Pakistant,” it said, adding that
this measure has humiliated the
digspora

The election commission

should apologize to the over-
segs Pakistanmis declared non-
Pakistani and in case of refusal,
defamation cases will be filed
in courts apainst them, the
notice served o CEC Sikandar
Sultan Raja and ECP members
said

Previously, multiple PTI
donors, mentioned in the ECP’s
verdict, have pointed out flaws
and errors in the verdict, claim-
ing they are not foreign nation-
als and have donated money
using legitimate channels ’

The owner of the Mational
Food  Processing  Factory
Shoamb Ahmed Basra said that
his company which donated
funds ta PTI is located in
Bahawalpur, and the ECP has

deemed 1t as a foreign tund.
Shoaib said that bhe donated
Rs10,500 to PTI in 2011.

My company has been placed
in the foreign funding list as a
Canadian company, he added.

Another donor Asif Khan
said that he dongted $100 1o the
party in 2013 in his personal
capacity via his PayPal account,
however, ECP has named his
former company Prabust Inc in
the foreign fundings list of the
Case.

Ancther PT1 donor Beenish
Faridi, who donated PT1 8250
in 2003, termed the ECP verdict
‘outrageous’. She is not a for-
eign national as deemed by the
ECP. she said in a video ‘mes-
sage. [INP

APHC-AJK organises
rally in Muzaffarabad to pay
tribute to Sheikh Aziz

MUZAFFARABAD: The All
Parties Hurnivat Conference
Azad Jammu and Kashmir
(APHC-AJK) chapter held a
rally in MuzalTarabad, today, 1o
Ea} tribute  to  prominent

ashmin leader Sheikh Abdul
Aziz on his 14th martyrdom
anniversary. Sheikh Abdul Aziz
was shot dead by Indian troops
on this day in 2008 when he was
leading ‘& procession [rom
Srinagar to the Line of Control
{LoC) against the economic
blockade of the Kashmir Valley
by Hindu extremists of Jammu

A large nomber of people
rathered  at  Burhan  Wani
Shaheed Chowk n
MuzalTarabad and paid homage
to the great martyr.

The participants of the rally
raised high-pitched slopans in
favor of martyr Sheikh Abdul
Aziz. and other martyrs of
Kashmir, The participanis were
holding banners with slozan
paving tributes to Sheikh Abdul
Aziz. They also shouted slogans
against Indian military occupa-
fion and MNarendra Maodi.

The APHC-AJK chapter lead-

ers  Sheikh  Abdul  Mateen,
Sheikh  Muhammad Yaqub,
Zahid Safi, Imtiaz Wani,

Mushtag Ahmad Butt, Syed Ejaz
Rahmam, Gulshan “Ahmed
Zahd Ashraf, Uzair Ahmad
Ghazali, International Forum for
Justice Vice Chairman Mushtag-
ul-Islam, . renowned scholar
Abdul Aziz Alvi, leader of PPP

Pakistan sees

consistent drop in
COVID-19 cases

KARACHI Pakistan's coronavims cases have con-
sistently remstered a downward trend over the last five
days, data from the National Institute of Health (NTH)

showed Sunday morning,

The country has posted zero COVID-19 deaths for
the last two days, The last coronavirus-related deaths
were reported on Augsust 5 when two
cumbed to the disease. The total COV
stand at 30,505, according to the NIH data. The country
reported 644 infections out of a total 22,126 tests con-
ducted during the last 24 hours, according to the NIH
data. The country's positivity rate has come down to
2 81% With the new nfections, the total number of
cases rc};or_h:d in the country currently stands at

singe the pandemic started i 202004 day
eatlier, the country reported 673 cases, while the daly
count was 750 a day before that on Friday (August 3)
Despite the lower daily count, the tally of the con-
firmed cases in the country has surged to 9,399 - the
highest in the last two weeks, according to the data. The
last time the active case count grew past 10,000 was on
July 16 when the number of cases stood at 10,003 INP

|.558,55

tients suce
=19 deaths

Rain in Lahore
inundates
low-lying areas

LAHORE: Rain in different areas of Lahore has
inundated the fow-Iving areas as the Pakistan
Meteorological Department (PMD} predicis more | 19

rains in parts of the country,

According to details, the weather turned pleasant
due to the rain in various areas of Lahore including
Johar Town, Lakshmi Chowk, Garln Shahu and Jai

Road

Meanwhile, Federal Minister for Climate Change
Sherry Rehman has said that the Federal Cabinet
has declared a Monsoon Emergency and stressed
there is need to be prepared for a new spell of rain
which is starting in some areas of the country from

August 7

Chairman
and  his

leader

Khan

[SLAMABAD;

would have to surrender
themselves before the law
of the land as their threats
institutions
doomed to fail
Uzma Bukhan, a senior

Mushm Leasue MNawaz
(PML-N) said this while
speaking to media on
Sunday. She said Imran
should be held
accountable for embez-
zling donation’s funds
She also urged the goy-
ernment to take immedi-

Shaukat Javed Mir, President of
Refugees Action Committee
Gohar  Kashmin,  Muzamil
Aslam, Mubammad Younis Mir,
Car Magbool Rehman and oth-
ers addressing the rally said
today 15 the fourteenth martyr-
dom anmiversary of Sheikh Az
which is being observed as a
commitment and pledge that the
struzele for freedom wall contin-
ue Hll complete success The
speakers  paid homage to

gheed Azimat for his tireless
and unparalleled strugele for
[reedom, sell~determination and
the rights of the Kashmir peo-
ple. They said when the Hindu

rioters of Jammu tried to boycott
the valley by blocking the way
of Kashmin waders INF

ISLAMABAD: Dr Riina Kionka,
FEuropean Union to Pakistan called on Federal Minister for
Finance and Revenue Miftah Ismail at Finance Division.

Friday,August,12,2022 |Quetta Voice

Provision of basic
facilities to masses
top priority:
Revenue Minister

MUZAFFARGARH Punyaly
Minister for Revenue Mawabzada
Manzoor Ahmad Khan said that all
basic facilities including educa-
tion, health and infrastructure
would be provided to end the
backwardness of the district,

He said that every possible step
would be taken for the welfare of
the people across the district under
the leadership of Chief Mimster
Punjab ['hau.:(ﬂmr_',' Pervaiz Elahi

He was talking to various dele-
patons of notables at his residence
on Thursday. The provingial min-
ister smd that the work would con-
tinue on the ongoing projects of
construction and development in
the district, and new projects for
p:.jlb]ii: welfare would alljso be start-
ed.

Revenue department was being
developed on modem lines; rura
revenue centers had been estab-
lished at the mouza level, while the
centres would be uppraded soon
and all the facilines would be pro-
vided to sgve the people of remote
Areas from traveling tis
Muzattargarh city, he added

He further smd that the law and
order situation had been very good
throeghout the district durning
Muharram because of peacefu
people, Llema | lml:ce and distnet
admimistraion. He congratulated
the police and the district adminis-
tration for maintaining  peace
throughout the district.

I'he members of the peace com-
mittee plaved an exemplary role
for the establishment of peace, he
said.

He listened to the problems of
people who had come from differ-
ent areas NP

PDMA cautions
against
flooding in
Chenab River

LAHORE: Provincial Disaster
Management Authonty (PDMA)
has issued flood alert in Chenab
river advising concerned depart-
ments to keep alen to tackle any
emergency situation.

“Diera {ihaz: Khan and Multan
could receive ramfall wiath thun-
derstorm dunng Auwsust 12 1o 14
OWITE b an active monsoon sys-
tem,” the PDMA Punjab cau-
tioned

Medium 1o high flood in the
viver 15 expecied al at Marala
Headworks in Sialkot distnet,
Khanki headworks in Gujranwala
and Qadirabad headworks in
Mandi Bahauddin district after 24
hours, PDMA has warned.

Medium to high flood is also
expected in Ravi river as well as
vanous drains and streams of
Chenab, according to disaster
management authomty INP
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the Ambassador of the

Imran to be held

accountable as threats
to institutions doom to

fail: Uzma Bukhari

PTI US
“This

added,

neous efforts,
farled

She said despite extra-
Amran had
to  bring

avainst PML-N HLI%TL‘.ITI 0

used that money for

Imran Khan has  exposed  destabilising the country,
accomplices  Imran Khan's so called  sabotamng China-
anti American narmative,  Pakistan Economic

who feels no qualm in Comidor {CPE{T{(pchm

saying “Absolutely Not™  and  harming  Kashmir

were  to recemving dollars by cause

I)razcnll}' 1gnoring  his She said Imran had

misleading regime  also deceived overseas

Pakistan change narrative,” she  Palkistamis as he was

caught red handed in util-
ising donation money for
creating chaos and anar-
chy an the country “Imran

proof |
must be ashamed of him-

Sherry Rehman directed all concerned institutions

and administrations to be alert durin

mMonsoon

rains and said that NDMA, PDMA and all provincial
and district administrations need (o take precaulion-

Ary measures.

The minister requested people to avoid unneces-
sary travel during the upcoming rain spell. INP

Pakistani I'T companies can benefit
from Saudi Vision 2030: report

RIYADH: In line with
the Saudi Arabia's plan to
modernise 1ts goonomy
under the mega-invest-
ment plan and Vision
2030 programme, Rivadh
is working to develop
new - cities an the
Kingdom that offer "huge
investment opportunities”
for Pakistam companies
especially [T companies,
Arab News reported

Mational Data
Consultant  (NdcTech)
chief executive Ammara
Masood said: “The bank-
ing and financal sector in
K5A hes been growing at
an accelerated pace with
numerous players launch-
ing their products includ-
ing traditional and digal

banks, fintech compa-
nies, and payment service
providers ™

The chiel execulive of
a top Pakistani digital
banking implementation
service provider added
that MNdcTech — which
earlier this wyear was
acquired by 'IT giant
Syatems Limited — i3
also planning to expand
in the Gulf market, as it
“foresees a areat
demand.”

Masood said: “We are
also sealing up operations
in the UAE and different
GOCC countries in the
banking sector. These
markets are highly com-
petitive,  wit other
implementation  partners

operating in the region,”

She further added in
order to enhance the
export of services in the
coming vears, Pakistani
IT companies are also
keen on exploring the
¥ DFfUnIDES Smereinge in
I|PEP Kingdom and other
Gulf countnes,

The IT expons of
Pakistan have been srow-
ing after the coronavirus
randemic. The country’s
T and IT-enabled expons
hit their record high of
$2.6 billion in the fiscal
yvear 2021-22, according
to data released by the
State Bank of Pakistan.

Vision 2030 — a
strategic framework — is
an effort to pivot Saud

Arabia away from oil
dependency and establish
it as a global investment
powerhouse  with  a
sophesticated digital
infrastructure,

The Kingdom 15 esti-
mated to have mobilised
around 3500 lillhion to
achieve its poals, includ-
ing the development of
new cities. NdcTech has
been operating in Saudi
Araba’s hinancial sector
for wvears, where it cur-
rently works with 12
banks and financial insti-
tutions. As a partner of
Temenos, a Geneva-
based company specializ-
ing in enterprise softwane
for banks, with whom it
launched a digital lending

service for the Saudi
Tourism  Bevelopment
Fund in October last year

She further added in
order to enmhance the
export of services in the
coming years, Pakistan
IT companies are also
keen on_ explonng: the
opportunities emerging in
the Kingdom and other
Gulf countries.

The 1T exports of
Pakistan have been grow-
ing after the coronavins

andemic. The country’s
T and [ T-enabled exports
hit their record high of
$2.6 billion in the Tiscal
yedar 2021-22, accordinge
to data released by the
State Bank of
Pakistan INP

ate action as Pakistam
politcal parties were not
ready to tolerate Imran
Khan, who devoured the
money  received  from
prohibited sources and
used  that money  for
destabilising the country,
sabotaging China-
Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) project
and harming  Kashmir
CHLISE

She swmd Imran had
also deceived overseas
Pakistams as he was
canght red handed in util-
ising donation money for
creating chaos and anar-
chy in the country “Imran
must be ashamed of him-

self when his provinaal
sovernment of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa  accepted

Amencan aid, including
34 kevs of donated vehi-
cles from the US ambas-
sador in Pakistan the
other day

Likewise, a bum centre
and over 20 more pm]lﬁ:ts
were being executed by
the LIS government in
Pl ruled
provinee Several new
I'lrojouna were also being
aunched n the province
in collaboration with the

awazr  Shanf, rime  self when his provincal
Minister Shehbaz Shanf govemment of Khyber
and PMBILN g Vice akhtunkhwa  accepted
President Marvam  Amencan aid, ingluding
Mawaz 34 keys of donated vehi-

She also urped the gov-
ernment to take immedi-
ate achion as Pakistam
poditical parties were not
ready to tolerate Imran
Khan, who devoured the
money  received  from

prohibited sources and

i
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cles from the US ambas-

sador im Pakistan  the
other day
*This * has exposed

Imran Khan's so called
antt Amencan nammative,
who feels no qualm in
saying INP
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Sana Sanaullah doubles down on Imran Khan's arrest, disqualification

plete and evidence points to them, they will be arrested and action taken against the channel as well, he

ISLAMABAD: The PTI leadership will also be arrested if an investigation proves that Shahbaz Gill's
anti-military narrative was determined by them, says Federal Interior Minister Rana Sanaullah.
He also said that PTI Chairperson Imran Khan will be disqualified thanks to his misdeclaration in the

Toshakhana case.

On August 9, the Islamabad police officers arrested Shahbaz Gill for “inciting the public against state
institutions", according to the spokesman of the Islamabad police.
On Augest 10, a court in Islamabad granted a two-day physical remand of the PT1 leader to the federal
capital's police. Speaking to the media before his court appearance, Gill said that he was not "ashamed" of

his statements,

Speaking in a private Tv channel Sanaullah said, "Even in his speech today, Imran Khan supported

Shahbaz Gill's narrative."

The minister said, "A narrative was hashed out, which was given a go ahead in a political meeting of the
party. Later, they liaised with a news channel, ARY, to air it.”

He was referring to the anti-military rhetoric that permeated social media platforms after six personnel
of the armed forces embraced martyrdom in a helicopter crash in Balochistan

He said the narrative attracted the Pakistan Penal Code's sections 120, 124 and 131 accordingly, a case
was registered against him [Gill] and he was arrested later on

The minister said no other PTI leader has so far been arrested. However, as soon as the inquiry is com-

s
upcoming 75th Idependence

Gunmen kill
two women in
Mardan

MARDAN: Two women were
Killed while three others were injured
when unidentified men entered their
home and opened fire at them at
Kulla]&g Kanj area of Mardan on
Thursday. o

Those killed were identified as
Tahira, daughter of a man named Sabir
and his daughter-in-law Shugiut'[a
while three brothers namely Islam,
Thsan and Amir were injured in the
altack, .

Both the dead as well as the injured
were shifted to Mardan Medical
Complex. INP

Death toll in
Hyderabad gas
leakage
climbs to five

HYDERABAD: Four people, who
had been injured in a blast from gas
leakage at Hyderabad's Pathan Colony
a few days ago, have also died, taking
the death toll to five on Thursday,

_They were under treatment at a hos-
pital in Karachi. oy ’
- Those who lost their lives in the
incident were G5-year-old Ratan, 60-
year-old Sawatri and their young
daughter and another person, INP

China delays bid by
US and India to
sanction JeM
commander at UN

UNITED  NATIONS:  China
Wednesday delayed a proposal by the
United States and India, seeking to
sanction a top Jaish-e-Mohammad
EJEM‘.I commander at the UN Security

“ouncil, diplomats said

India and the United States wanted
Abdul Rauf Azhar to be subjected to a
§]Dbal travel ban and asset freeze

uch a move has to be agreed by all 15
members of a Security Council sanc-
tions commitiee,

"We placed a hold because we need
more ime 1o study the case Placing
holds  is prm-u.{ed for by the
Committee guidelines, and there have
been quite a number of similar holds
by Committee members on listing
requests.” a spokesperson for China's
mission to the United Nations said
~ The LS Treasury designated Azhar
in 2010, accusing him of urging
Pakistanis to engage in militant activi-
tes and organise swicide attacks in
Iricdia.

The United States respects other
countries' needs to verify that a sanc-
tions proposal meets their "domestic
evidentiary threshold to justfy a list-
ing at the LIN." a spokesperson for the
UE mission to the United Mations said
oft Wednesday,

_ "The United States values coopera-
tion with our Securty Council part-
ners to effectively wse this tool in an
apolitical way to stop terrorists from
exploiting the global order to do their
misdeeds," the spokesperson said INP

People involved in child
abuse do not deserve any
exemption: CM Punjab

LAHORE: Chief Minister Punjab
Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi on Thuuséa_v
said that thu:_wur]»;in%a}:ﬁrammcrs. aof
Child Protection and Welfare Bureau
CPWB) need to be extended to all
istrict of the province. )
~ According to details, the chief min-
ister made these remarks during a
meeting with the child protection
burgau’s Chairperson Sarah Ahmad
During the meeting, Sarah Ahmad
I.'n_ﬁcfca CM Pervaiz Elahi on the per-
formance of CPWE in the provinee,
Speaking on the occasion, the chief
minister praised the bureau’s role in
protection of children’s rights, saving
that it was the provincial govern-
ment's responsibility to improve the
child protection mechanism .
He siressed the need 10 extend child
protection units to all districts of the
province, “Elements involved in abuse
of children do not deserve any conces-
sion,” CM Elahi said, calling for indis-
criminate legal action against such

pegple. N
The Punjab chief minister also
Erarsed_ the performance of Child
Protection and Wellare Bureau, vow-
ing to support the CPWB at any
cost. INP
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LAHORE:A vendor is selling National flags alongside
ay, in Provincial Capital.

e S

a road at Baghbanpura area ahead of

FO slams Modi govt’s plan to
mark Aug 14 as ‘Partition
Horror Remembrance Day’

[SLAMABAD: Strongly con-
denﬁ_lnlltﬁ the government of
India’s decision to observe 14th
of August, Pakistan's
Independence Day, as Partition
Horror Remembrance Day, the
Foreign Office (FO) said on
Thursday that by doing this
Narendra Modi-led BJP govern-
ment was denying the role of
Hindu extremists in the parti-
tion

In its statement, the FO said
that unfortunately BIP's agenda
was o create divisions, *And
through this agenda, the party is
trying to distort history,” it said
in its reaction.In a statement
issued in Islamabad, the Foreign
Office said “1t is deplorable that
the BIP government, as part of
its divisive political agenda, is
wantonly attempling to play
with the sentiments of the people
through distorted interpretation
of history "The FO said, “True to
its characteristic  revisionist
agenda, the BIP-RSS led dispen-
sation has ag_am sought to hypo-
critically and one-sidedly invoke

the tragic events and mass
migration that occurred in the
wake of Independence in 1947 "

The statement stressed that if
the Indian leaders genuinely
cared about agony, suffering,
and pain, they must work fo
improve the conditions of the
Muslims and other minorities in
India.

The FO said the last seven
decades had been replete with
undeniable proof that India’s
espousal of secularism was a
sham

“The fact is that today’s India
15 an undeclared “Hindu Rashtra’
that has no place or tolerance for
other religious minorities, espe-
cially Muslims who are faced
with discrimination, persecution
and political and socio-econom-
ic eéxclusion,” il said X

It said, “The governmenl of
India is advised to desist from
oliticizing the events related to
ndependence and instead sin-
cerely honour the memories of
all those who sacrificed for a
better future for all” INP

PM Shehbaz, Modi likely to meet
at Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation summit

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister
Shehbaz Shanf 1s expected to
have official and scheduled meet-
ings with the heads of major coun-
tries, including his Indian counter-
part Marendra Modi, by the mid-
dle of mext month, according to
diplomatic sources

The meetings will take place
during the Shangha Cooperation

Orgamisation  (5C0)  summit
scheduled 1o be  held on
September 15 and 16 in

Samarkand, Uzbekistan, the his-
torical and cultural centre of
Muslims,

The other remional leaders
expected to meet PM Shehbaz
Sharif mclude country heads of
China, Russia and Iran. )

Diplomatic sources in the feder-
al capital confirmed that Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardan
attended a meeting of the SCO
Fils on July 28, where it was

reflected in the decisions that all
the heads of the member countries
will participate in the summit
meeting of the D_F_I:';anisaliun in per-
sonal capacity.”There are no plans
of any meetings between Indian
and Pakistani prime ministers in
September,” Bilawal told WION
MNews, adding that both India and
Pakistan are part of the SCO and
the two  eountries are only
engaged in the context of the
broad-based  activities of the
organisation. The foreign minister
sad: “India is our neighbouring
country, While one can decide on
a ot of things, one cannot choose
1ts  neighbours, therefore, we
should get used to living wath
them "Bilawal recalled that after
2019, constructive dialogue with
India became difficult, while
statements based on Islamophobia
by Indian officials are further cre-
ating hurdles in dialogue INF

Sheikh Aziz a true
leader who never
compromised on
Kashmir freedom

ISLAMABAD: Senior leader
of _All  Parties  Hurriyat
Conference and Chairman of
Jammu and Kashmir Peoples
League in Indian illegally occu-

ied Jammu and ~ Kashmir,
Shaikh Abdul Aziz was a true
and honest leader of Kashmiris’
freedom strugole who preferred
miartyrdom bul never compro-
mised and bowed before Indian
illegal occupation and its might
policies.

A report released by the
Kashmir Media Service, on the
occasion of 14th martyrdom
anniversary of Sheikh ‘Abdul
Axiz, today, said that he devol-
ed his whole Life for the right 1o
self-determination of lammu
and Kashmir as per UN resolu-

tions and freedom from Indian
iIII:_Fa] accupation,

he report said the martyred
leader, who spent most of his
life in jail, fought selflessly for
freedom of Kashmir till his last
breath and he continues to
inspire the Kashmiri people Tt
spid that Shaikh Aziz was a pas-
sionate advocate of Jammu and
Kashmir’s accession to
Pakistan.

“Shaikh Aziz and other mar-
tyrs are symbols of resistance
against brutal Indian illegal
occupation, Kashmiris  will
never forget the sacrifices of
their martyrs like Shaikh Aziz
Kashmin ﬁeghple valie the sac-
rifices of their martyrs above all
other things,” it said. INP

aaid

He said the state sought legal advice after Gill's statement circulated on social media and then it lodged
a complaint that resulted in his arrest. Gill is in a lockup and he has been offered all legal rights as per

rules, he said

Responding to a query about his claim regarding the "planned social media campaign®, Sanaullah said
six people have been identified. The investigation process related to 78 others is still underway, he said,
adding that a letter has been written to the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) for 120 others.

There is no doubt that this trend was created and driven by the PTI, he asserted. The minister said they
[the PIT-affiliated people] have also tevelled an aceusation regarding the drone thal even Afghanistan has

avoided.

Rana Sanaullah said Imran Khan is creating rifts in the nation and misleading the youth of this country.
“lmran Khan said that he can sit with the killers of Pakistani citizens but not with his opponent politi-

ciansg,” he said.

He said Tmran Khan himsell spawned hatred in the country and he has been spreading since 2014

Sanaullah further said Imran Khan cannot escape lifetime disqualification in the Toshakhana case, until
the Supreme Court's verdict that disqualified Nawaz Sharif for hife is valid.

The PTI, he said, wants neutrals not to remain neutrals. INP

President, PM express resolve to
build an inclusive society in line with
vision of Quaid-e-Azam

ISLAMABAD: President Dr. Anf Alv and Prime
Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Shant have expressed
the government” s resolve to achieve the noble objec-
tive of building an inclusive sooe
vision of Cuaid-e-Azam Muhammad Al Jinnah,

In their separate messages on the occasion of
Mational Day of Minonties, they resolved to make all
eftorts to sateguard minonties nehts and work for their
well-being as their nghts have FBeen enshrined in the

Comstitution,

The President lauded the role being played by
minorities, espectally in the helds of education, health

and social welfare,

© He said 11th August is celebrated as Minorities” Day
in Pakistan to acknowledge the invaluable contnbution
made by our minonties o the development of Pakistan
and to reaffirm our commilment as a nation o safe-

guard their righis

In his message, Prime Mimster Mubammad Shehbaz
Sharif said freedom of religion and sanctty of the per-
son and properties of minorities have been statutorily
formalized in our constitution.
 He said Natonal Day of Minonlies serves o high-
light the contributions that our non-Muslim Pakistani
citizens are making to the national development.
elimious  Affairs and
Harmony, Mufti Abdul Shakoor has said that lslam is a
religion that respecis humanity.

In his message on the occasion of MNational
Minorities Day, he said according to the eternal teach-
ings of Islam, there is no rule against the basic princi-

Minister for

ples of humanity.

Nine of a
family
hospitalized
after eating
unhygienic
food in
Bahawalpur

BAHAWALPUR: At
least nine members of the
same family were hospi-
tatized after eating unhy-

enic food n
ahawalpur on
Wednesday night

According to details,
condition of nine PErsons
deteriorated  after eating
unhygienic  food in
Bahawalpur Rescue
teams with the help of
lacal residents shifted the
a’rIﬁ.:ctcd persons to hospi-
tal.

Rescue SOUrCEes
informed  that  three
women and two children
were among the affected

ersons. They  also

informed that all the
patients were in stable
condition TNP

Policeman
martyred in
firing incident
in Peshawar

PESHAWAR: Some
unidentified miscreants
opened fire and martyred
a policeman in Subban
Sher area of Peshawar on
Wednesday night )

According to details,
some  unidentified pun-
men opened fire at a
gcrlice check post in

ubhan Sher area of the
city due to police official
Rakhmeen Khan
embraced martyrdom.

A heavy contingent of
plice reached the spot
after the firing incident
and cordoned off the area
Police have also launched
& search - operation 1o
arrest  the  culprits
involved in the
incident INP

Three killed. 10
injured in van,
truck collision in
Khairpur

KHAIRPUR: At least
three %:E:rmus were killed
and 10 other were wound-
ed in a collision between
a van and truck in
Khairpur in the wee hours
of Thursday. According 1o
details,  the  accident
occoarted at the Mehran
Mational Highway where
a vane going to Khairpur
from Karachi was hitby a
truck, killing three per-
sons on the spotand injur-
m%tl & other

escuie teams reached
the spot and shifted the
dead and injured 1o hospi-
tals in Gumbat and Thari
Mirwah INP

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of the European Union to Pakistan, Dr. Riina Kionka

called on Federal Minister for Law and Justice, Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar at Ministry

of Law.

in line with the

The Mimster said that Islam neéver encourages
forced conversion of followers of other religions

The Frime Mimister reaffirmed the coalinon govern-
ment 5 resolve for the betterment and welfare of our
minorities and their fullest inclusion in the natienal hife
and development

The President lauded the role being played bﬁ
minorities, especally in the fields of education, healt
and social welfare,

He said 11th August is celebrated as Minorities” Day

in Pakistan to acknowledee the invaluable contnbution
made by our minontes 1o the development of Pakistan

and to reaffirm our commitment as a nation 1o sale-

guard their rights In s message, Prime Miumster
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif said freedom of religion
and sanctity of the person and properties of minotities
have been statstortly formalized in our constitulion He

said Mational Day of Minorities serves 1o highlight the

Interfaith

confributions that our non-Mushim Pakistan citizens
are making 1o the national developmenl Mimster for
Religious Affairs and Interfaith Harmony, Mufu Abdul
Shakoor has said that 1slam is a religion thal respects
humanity In his message on the occasion of National
inorities Day, he said according to the etermal teachings
of lzlam, there is no mle against the basic principles of
humanity. The President lauded the role being plaved
by minorites, especially in the fields of eéru

health and social welfare He said 11th August is cele-
brated as Minonties' Dav in Pakistan to acknowledge
the mnvaluable contribution made by our minorities to
the development of Pakistan and to reaffirm our com-

canon,

mitment as a nation to safepuard their nghts INP

PTI workers apologise for
posting anti-army posts

[SLAMABAD: A number of work-
ers of Pakistan Tehreck-e-Insaf (PTI),
who had earflier made anti-army state-
ments on social media, confessed to
their mistake and apologised for
doing that,

Mubammad Shabbir, a worker of
the PTI, who had earlier made ant-
a:'néy statements while talking 1o
media on the premises of the Supreme
Court’s Lahore registry, expressed
regret over his mistake. )

e in a video messape said. "My
name is Muhammad Shabbir. 1 am a
résident of Baghbanpura [Lahore]. |
have been associated with the PT1 for
the last 190 wears, and | like Imran
khan, Mian Mahmood-ur-Rasheed

and Mian Hamid have promised to
appoint me as the additional zeneral
secretary of Shell Peirol ™

?dt.:d. “A few days ago, | went

He a

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Marrivam Auwrangzeb talking with

”

Photographic Exhibition ceremony in connection with 75th Independence

at Pak-China center in Federal Capital.

to the Supreme Court's Lahore reg-
istry with my PTI friends and recited
a poem on their insistence which 1
deeply regret. Forgive me for God's
sake whoever 15 hart by the poem |
will not make the same mistake
again,

Another PTI  worker, Syeda
Tayyeba Bukhan of Gujranwala, the
founder of Markhor Media Network
page, also confessed to mistakenly
share an anti-army post on Twitter
and distanced herself from the narra-
tive of the party leadership. She apol-
opised for sharing anti-army post on
social media and said that it would
not happen again

Similarly, Muhammad Azam of
Pattoki alse confessed to _uPInadi_ng
an anti-army post on social media
“In future, 1 will not post anything
that spreads hatred,” he said. 1

Q0

Minister for Information and Hmndmstin%

media  persons  after the Digita
ay

Three women among four
murdered in Punjab cities

NAROWAL, ATTOCK, JHELUM,
Hafizabad: Four persons including
three women were murdered in differ-
ent incidents of honour killing,
domestic violence and enmity in dil-
ferent eities of Punjab, police said on
Thursday

A 22-vear-old woman named Samra
was shot dead by her father and uncle
for marrying as per ler will in
Shahpur Jattan village in Narowal,
according 1o police _

The woman's father Allah Ditta and
uncle Boota called her back home
from Attock on some pretext and shot
her dead with the help of two other
accomplices. ) )

On  receiving information, the
gol. ce reached the spot. They took the

ody into custody and shifted it to the
hospital.

It is to be noted here that the
woman had settled in Attock after
contracting love marriage a few days
ago Kot Nainan jp-::luze registered a
case on hehalf of the state after the
woman’s family refused to pursue any

Ieg{al proceedings
hé police  also arrested the
woman's tather Allah Ditta; however,
her uncle managed his escape good
along with accomplices

Raids were being conducted by

police for their arrest till the filing of
the report.in Jhelum, a man shot his
wife dead over domestic 1ssues, and
later he also shot himself and got
injured, according to police.
_ He was rushed o Rawalpindi in rit-
ical condition, while the dead body of
her wite was shifted to a civil hospi-
tal for post-mortem after collection of
evidence from the erime scene,

The incident took place in the
Chautala police . precincts.  The
accused was identified as Muhammad
Al and the deceased as Shakeela
Bibi.In Hafizabad, a_17-year-old girl
was found murdered under mysteri-
ous  eircumsiances, The ineident
oceorred 1n Shor Mancka area of
Hafizabad where Humaira Bibi found
dead with a bullet wound in her
neck [NP

AJK cabinet approves
amendment of Section 12 of
Zakat, Ushr Act 1985

MUZAFFARABAD: The Azad
Jammu and Kashmir cabinet on
Thursday approved the amendment of
Section 12 of the Zakat and Ushr Acl
1985 and the Draft of the AJK's
Social Protection Policy. )

The meeting presided over by rime
Minister Sardar Tanveer llyas Khan

was attended by Ministers, Chief
Secretary and other pertinent officials
of the Government,Un the oceasion a
six-member commillee under Lhe
chairmanship of Finance Minister
Abdul Mapnd Khan was formed
rc;ﬁardlng the payment of pension and
other due to the retired/deceased
employees of the Population Welfare
Department. The committee, com-

rising of Chaudhry Muhammad

asheed, Chaudhry “Yasir Sultan,
Sardar Muhammad Flussain Khan and
three government secrelaries, has
been assigned the task to prepare and
submit a report in this regard in a
month. Addressing the meeting, Prime
Minister Sardar Tanveer llvas Khan

paid rich tributes to Kashmiri people
who have been engaged in a freedom
struggle Kashmin people, he said
have been scripting a new history of
resistance and resilience in the face of
India's barbarism-and brutality,

He, however. maintained that atroc-
ities unleashed on Kashmiris by
India's fascist regime could not
dampen their spirit and [;ass'mn for
freedom While reiterating his govern-
ment’'s support and commitment 1o
the Kashmir cause, the PM said, “The
%l;up]l: of Azad Kashmir, Pakistan and

ilgit-Baltistan stand shoulder to
shoulder with the people of Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir in their struggle
for right to self-determination™

The PM said that it was high time
that the international community
should come forward in a big way (0
help stop persecution of Muslims in
the Cocupied Kashmir and play its
effective role to resolve disputes in
line with wishes and aspirations of
Kashmin people. [NP




