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Pakistan Navy rescue, relief
operations continue in
flood-hit areas of Balochistan

Pakistan values its

| relations with the
“=/ Netherlands: COAS

L

Pakistan Army
helicopter goes missing
in Uthal district Lasbela

News Desk

A Pakistan
Army helicopter
that was on flood
relief operations
mn Lasbela,
Balochistan lost
contact with air
iraffic  conirol
(ATC) on
Monday, the mil-
itary s media
wing sard,

Six individuals
including the

4 . DGISPR @

Commander 12
Corps were on
board, the Inter-
Services Public
Relations (ISPR)
said

A Pakistan
army aviation
helicopter which
was  on  flood
relief operations
in Lashela,
Balochistan lost
contact with
ATC." the ISPR
tweeted

Chief Mimster

Balochistan, Mir
Quddus Bizenjo
expressed  seri-
OUS CONCErN OVer
the missing of
the Pakistan
Army’s helicop-
ter. In a state-
ment issued on
MDIIEJH{ night,
the CM directed
the local admin-
istration and
police to ensure
the recovery of
the missing heli-
copter

Thee coal miners trapped

in
Imran Sumalani

f%ucna_ Three
coal  miners  are
trapped in a coal
mine in the Mach
area of Balochistan
an Monday
evemng, The min-
ers were lrapped in
a coal mine hilled
with POISONONE

5.

According to the
rescue team, one of
the miners was
dead while another
was found in an
unconscious  state
The rescue leam
told Quetta Voice
that the search for
the rescue of the
third miner is
Zolng o,

I'he coal miners
demanded of the

government

nies  to
them  wit
instruments

KHASNOOB:

coal mine compa-

detect the leakage
of these toxic

and

Mach Balochistan
W" . S5 > - - = 5=

basis due to. the
negligence of the
govemment”™, A
coal miner., Zanzir
Gul said.

Secretary
Minerals
Balochistan, Noor
Ahmad Pirkani
expressed condo-
lence on the Mach
incident Mr
Pirkani appointed
Syed Rafi Ullah,
the Director of
Mines and
Minerals as an
ingquiry officer and
directed him  to
find the reason for
the incident and
point  out  the
responsible people

The inguiry offi-
cer will wisit the
site and will starl
his procedure of
Imguiry. . The
Secretary directed
that the people
responsible Tor the
incident  will be
brought to justice.

PM"dismays over no

food water for flood
affectees in Killa Saifullah

Mafi Kakar, Sardar Muhammad Khondai

KILLA SAIFULLAH, CHAMARN; Prime Minister
Shehbaz Shanf was dismaved over the non-availability
of food and water in the flood affectees camp in
Balochistan’s Killa Smifullah distnct on Monday, The
Prime Minister armived in Quetta and visited the Kalla
Sarfullah and Chaman distnets of Balochistan to

pugt

review the pace of rescue and relief operations
“Ensure provision of food to flood affectees today”,
Shehbaz Shant directed the concerned authorities, He
asked Chiel Mimister Mir Quddus Bizemo to take an
action against the officials who demonstrated negli-
pence in terms of the provision of basic facilities in the

flood affectees camp The Premier entered the tent of

flood affectees and spoke with them in Pashto, CM
Balochistan, Mir Quddus Bizenjo and Pakistan Muslim
League (W) Balochistan President, Jamal Shah Kakar
also accompanied him “No food no water, this pained
me a lot”, Shehbaz Mr Bizenjo, federal minister
Maulana Abdul Wasey and other high-ups accompa-
nied the Premier during his visit to the camp. “This
pained me a lot when 1 met affectees without any food
and water”, Shehbaz Shanf stated

I'he Premier arrived in Balochistan for the second
time in the last three days, The death toll in rains and
flonds-refated incidents rose to 142 in Balochistan on
Monday evening. Flash floods unleashed by heavy
rainfall have plaved havec in Quetta and other parts of
Balochistan ©1 found so many shortcomings here”, the
Premier noted. He said there was no record of the
atients at the free medical camps established in the
Tood-affected areas of Balochistan, Shehbaz Shant
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asked Chief Minister Mir Quddus Bizenjo to ensure the
record of the patients and take action ai;xinsﬂ those who
demonstrated negligence in this regarc

PM visits Chaman, met flood affectees

The Prme Minister also visited Chaman, Pakistan's
bordering city with Afghanistan and met Tood-afTected
people. Addressing the afTectees and tribal elders of the
area, the Premier said the federal povernment commit-
ted to rehabilitating the flood-affected people

“Your povernment stands by you in this hour of
trial”, Shehbaz Sharif assured the affected people. He
said the sovernment was also payving compensation to
the flood-affected people throughout the county.

The premier’s Killa Saifullah and Chaman visit has
come two davs after his visit to the Jhal Mags district
of Balochistan to meet flood affectees

rovide  wases
the “Our men are
to dying on daily
=

Frime Minister Shehbaz Sharif offering

Fatiha for the deceased during floods at Khasnoob, Qilla

Saifullah.

Pakistan Navy
rescue, relief operations
continue in flood-hit
areas of Balochistan

KARACHI: Pakistan
Humanitarian  Assistance
Disaster Relief (HADR) operations
on Monday continued in different
argas ol Balochistan

In the recent heavy rains spell
and flash floods, Pakistan Nawy
through utilizing 1S resources was
providing support to the Civil
Administration of Balochistan in
undergoing rescue and relief opera-
tions, & Pakistan MNavy media
release said.

Pakistan Mavy has sel up a fenl
village at Bela near Uthal w pro-
vide shelter to the locals who have
lost their homes in the flash floods.

Food and health facilities are
being provided to the displaced
persons  at  the tent village

Mavy

Muhammad Ejaz Swati.

PRQ NO.145/30-07-2022
f‘} WA dpr_ﬁnh_p!:

Whesaas; it has been found anliallh& Govemment of Balochistan b inguire and ascertain the
status of persons, killed in Ziarat operation, whether from missing persons or otherwise and

accordingly the Government has constiluted Judicial Commission compnsing of Hon'ble Justice

Moreover, free medical camps
were established in the area to pro-
vide first aid and free medical facil-
ities to the locals.

A dedicated team of doctors and
paramedical staff is  providing
treatment and free medicines to the
agigrlcvcvd populace. Pakistan Navy
helicopters continued their oﬁera-
tions In_transporting ration bags,
cooked food and relief goods at far-
flung rural areas of Lasbela
District

Pakistan Navy, along with civil
%_Tweq_'nnwru and various philan-
thropist organizations, was provid-
ing continuous assistance to the
flood-stricken people while transi-
tioning to rehabilitation operations
in the worst affected areas INP

: (1) OF SECTION (3) OF THE BALOCHISTAN
TRIBUNALS OF INQUIRY ORDI

ANCE, 1969.

NOW THEREFORE; legal heirs and relatives of deceased persons, as well as person|s) from the
public, having any information conceming or relevant fo the missing or otherwise of these persons
killed in Ziaat operation, including the personne! of the faw enfrcing Agencies and its Officers
concemned or entrusted with any duly or otheraise, and as alsa the officers of districl administration
and olher deparimants intending or inlerested o kay Information befiare the Judicial Commission or
fo produce any evidence or to depose; are hereby directed fo get thair names registered with
omplete pariiculars in the office of Mr. Arshad Mehmood, Secrefary fo Commission/ Additional
Regisirar, High Court of Balochistan il 10th August 2022,
The date, tme and place of procaadings of the Judicial Commiss.on wil be communicated lateron

Secretary to Commission / Additional
Registrar High Court Of Balochistan, Quetta
w | wdpr_gob |5 dprgob  § @dgprbalochistan

No restriction on
Pakistani
Doctors to learn

in USA: PMC

PMC recognizes Mekran,
Loralai, Jhalawan medical
colleges

Mo restriction on Pakistani

Doctors to leamn in the USA:
PMC _ _

There is no restriction on
Pakistami doctors to work and
train in the United States of
America, the Pakistan Medical
Commission (PMC) notified
through a tweet. Three days
ago false news and rumors
were spread on Social Media
by certain elements regarding
the restrictions on the training
of Pakistani doctors in the
USA.

Pakistani doctors would not
be able to practice medicine
and surgery in the USA by
2024, the false news on social
media mentioned.

However, PMC took on to
twitter and denied the false
claim by social media sites.

K-Electric seeks another
hike in power tariff

ISLAMABAD: K-Electric has
sought an increase in power tanff
under quarterly fuel adjustment
by Rs0.57 per umit, a joint secre-
tary of the power division said.

The power division official
said that the power tanff of the K-
Electric wall be mereased under
adjustment for the first three
months of 2022,

“The power tanfT of K-Electric
i5 already fewer than other com-
panies,” he said, adding that
despite an increase, the sole
power utility in the country will
aet a subsidy of Rs3 98 per unit

The NEPRA officials said that
the average tardfY for K-Electnic is
Rs2352 per umit and after an
approval m tariff luke, it will rise
to Rs26.08 per unit

Moteover,  the NEPRA
announced that it has launched a
probe into a- technical fault i
Guddu power plant as its closure
is resulting in Rs350 million loss-
25

“We are also keeping an eye on
Meelum Jhelum project and an

emmor could be idemified after
clearing the project’s tunnel of
water,” the NEPRA said

Recently, the National Electric
Power Regulatory Authonty has
raised power tariff for K-Electric
consumers by Rs11.37, an Rs0.01
less than demanded by the power
utility

The approval was given in
terms of fuel adjustment charges
for June 2022 and the increase
will not be applicable for hife-line
CONSLMers

The K-Electric has demanded a
hike in power tanff by Rsll.38
and while justifying it one of its
spokesperson said that it was for
a month mn terms of FAC and was
as per the NEPRA rules. The
power utility blamed hike n
prices of furnace oil in interna-
tional markets by 42 percent from
March to June 2022 behind the
mcrease

“The RLNG prices also rose by
50 from March to June,” a
spokesman for the K-Electnic
said [NP

Balochistan
board 2022
matric result

announced
Education Desk

- QUETTA: Balochistan board of
intermedhate and secondary educa-
tion announced matnc results for
the yvear 2022 on Mondav. The stu-
dents can search their results from
www bbiseqta edu.pk. A total
number of 132925 students paric-
ipated n the exam and 115389 of
them qualified for it. The percent-
age of successful candidates 1s
8o 802

Position holder stedents in the
result: .

Muhammad Zald sfo Zahid
khan from BRC Zhob pot the first
position by secunng 1046 marks

Shamrez Khan s‘o Sikandar
E.han from BRC Lorala and Abdul
Ghafoor s/o Meher Ali from BRC
Zhob got the second positon and
slecursﬁ 1036 marks.

Shehryvar Khan s'o Mubhammad
Musa from BRC Loralai got the
third position by secunng 1034
marks..

Pakistan values its relations
with the Netherlands: COAS

RAWALPINDI: Ambassador of Metherlands to

Pakistan Wouter Plomp paid a farewell call on Chief of

Army Staff General Qamar Javed Bajwa in Rawalpindi
on Monday,

During the meeting, matters of mutual interest,
regional security situation and bilateral cooperation in
various fields were discussed.

The Army Chiel said Pakisian values ils relations
with the Metherlands and eamestly looks forward to
enhance mutually beneficial multi-domain relations
based on common interests.

He thanked the ambassador for his services and
appreciated his contribution in fostering strong lies
between the two countries

On the occasion, the Ambassador appreciated
Pakistan's role for regional stability and ensured to
play his role for further improvement in diplomatic
cooperation with Pakistan at all levels.

The Army Chiel said Pakistan values s relations
with the Metherlands and earnestly looks forward to
enhance mutually beneficial mult-domain relations
based on common interests, [NP

Top 10 position holders in matric

QUETTA: The Balochistan Board of Intermediate and secondary education (BBISE) announced its result for the year 2022 on Monday. A

Marks
1046
1036
1036
1034
1033
1033
1030
1030
1030
1028
1028
1027
1027
1027
[ (525
1025
123
1023
1023
1021
1021

exam 2022 Balochistan

Education Desk

total number of 132925 candidates appeared in the exam. The percentage of students who qualified 1s 85 80%
Following is the list of the top 10 students:
RiNo 1 Position Name School
679944 | First Muhammad Zahid BRC Zhob
6753672 | Second Shamraiz Khan BRC Loralai
679942 | Second Abdul Ghatoor BRC Zhob
673721 | Third Sheryar Khan BRC Lorala
673706 | Fourth Sami Ullah BRC Loralai
679933 | Fourth Ibrar-ul-ha BRC Zhob
675668 | Fifth Abdul Hala BRC Lorala
675692 | Fifth Mashood Masood BRC Loralm
675696 Fifth Muhammad Haroon BRC Loralai
673671 | Sixth Bilal Zaib BRC Loralai
675732 | Sixth Sharifullah BRC Lorala
GT2780 | Seventh Anas Khan BRC Loralai
6737218 | Seventh lahanzaib BRC Lorala
679946 | Seventh Syed Shah Mardan BRC Zhob
679935 | Eight Shah Moor Khan BRC Zhab
679941 | Eight Miamat Lillah BRC Zhob
675683 | Ninth Muhmmad Abbas BRC Loratai
673695 | Minth Mulmmad Haroon BRC Lorala
675699 | Ninth Muhmmad Tarig BRC Loralai
675680 | Tenth Jameel Ahmad BRC Loralai
679947 | Tenth Zulgurnam Asad BRC Zhob




Editor Asim Khan

Floods expose

UETTA VOICE

construction quality of
dams in Balochistan

Flash floods unleashed by torrential rains exposed the construction
uality of dams across Balochistan, Heavy rainfall wreaked havoc in

uetta and other parts of Balochistan recently. Floods swept away
dozens of small delay and check dams in different parts of the province.

Over the years, the provincial and federal povernments constructed
hundreds of dams to check the wastage of rainy water, Successive gov-
ernments merely celebrated the completion of projects rather than
focusing on the construction quality of dams, Although, the dams and
British colonial rulers in different paris of

lakes constructed by

Balochistan are still intact even after more than a century.
Breaching of dams puts human lives at peril

Breaching of dams not only failed to save rainy water rather it also
i - peril in Pishin, Barkhan, Lasbella. Kohlu, Killa
Abdullah, Killa Saifullah and other districts of the province, Rains-

put human lives at

related incidents have claimed 65 lives tll the filing of this editorial.
This 15 simply disastrous and a failure from all concerned quarters.

Flash floods also swept away poorly constructed roads and standing
crops in various parts ot the province, This all needs a thorough inves-
tigation. lrrigation and Communication Works (C&W) departiments are

known for commission and corruption,

Commission, corruption a common word in C&W and lrrigation

de;lgmmems

his is a good opportunity for those at the helm of affairs to make

sure transparency 1n the utilization of funds by the two departments,

Since word commission 15 an open secret in the two departiments. the
Chief Secretary of Balochistan should form a high-powered committee
comprising committed and honest retired and serving officers to probe

into the breachin fg of dams.

The quality o

. construction of roads in Quetta and all districts of
Balochistan should also be probed to improve socio-economic condi-
tions. The irony with Balochistan is that first the province has meager

resources and second they too are ruthlessly used/ swallowed.

Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir i .
partners must go beyond words and launch an inquiry into the breach-

ing of dams and damage to roads.

uddus Bizenjo and his coalition

EDITORIAL
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| Quetta Voice

The Looming threat of Climate
Crisis in Pakistan

Sardar Mengal

Climate change is
unleashing its  worst
effects 1n the form of
heavy rainfalls and dis-
astrous floods.
Intergovernmental
Panel on Clhimate
Change had already
Wav multiple red
flags about dire conse-
q}a'.:ences._ of  climate
change in Pakistan. The
authorties should have
been on their toes in
response to the contours
of the crisis but we wil-
nessed everything other-
WSE

Balochistan
Vulnerable to Chimate
Crizis

It is noteworthy that
almost 30 districts of
Balochistan have been
badly hit by the current

climate EITETEency.
People who — were
already drownmg 1n

man made disasters of
inflafion, poverty, polit-
cal cnisis are currently
drowning m a Natural
disaster Mushki,
Khuzdar, Lasbela,
Bolan and JThal Mags
received much’ of the

mflictions  of  flash
floods,
People were lefi

sttanded to flow with
t]'IU wdayes a5 soén 1n

footages, circulatimg on

S0CIA media
Unfortunately, disturb-
ing pictures of dead
bodies of children cov-
ered with mud. families
who were sitling help-
lessly on debris of their
houses and  sinking
valuables of the people
couldn’t awaken the
aovernment from s
stupor.  Even  more
eloomily, the enragir

waves of floods-engulf-
g lives and property,
converting  everything
inte dust & debris and
wreaking havoc  all
around- couldn’t merit

breaking news  on
national media

Prior disregard and
later defayed response
have multiplied nflic-
tions of the catastrophe
Loss of land communi-
cation has further 1solat-
ed the stricken areas
making trise estimation
of destruction  more
exhausting.

Timely decision and
act can reduce the effect
of Climate Change

To stop ballooming
problems inlo  crisis,
reseue, rehef and reha-
bilitation  operabions
should be carried out on

full scale as the current

pace 15 insufficient to
meet the requirement
NDMA  and PDMA
need to reach out to the
peripheral areas that are
out of the radar.

It's high time for the
provincial and federal
coalition government to
pay special attention to
those whose lives are at
the stake. Political par-
ties need to rise above
the traditional politics
and launch concerted
efforts to help out the
calamity stricken at the
earliest. Social welfare
organisations  should

come forward to heal
the lesions of sufferin
humans, On nationa
media, there should be
special discourse and
discussion on settlement
and rehabilitation of the
affected people.

In addition to ensur-
ng; re-buldmg of erod-
ed infrastructure, com-
pensation  for losses,
clean water, adequate
supply of food, there
should be numerous
measures mn pipelme to
overcome the post-flood
oputcomes  such  as
increased risk of infec-
tious  diseases.  The
flood-stricken area can
become a breedmﬁ
ground for many healt
related problems.
Su]élph'mg, preventive
medicines and uphold-
ng precautionary meas-
ures can halt the
onslaught of mfectious
diseases

The state machmery
in its all forms should
come mnto play to navi-
gate a safe passage out
of this hurricane of cli-
mate CIMETgency
envelopmg us now.

The author 15 a final
vear MBBS student at
Kmg Edward Medical
University Lahore,
Pakistan. He can be
reached on twitter via
i SardarMengal 11

Process and interventio

The median age In
Pakistan is just 3 shade
under 23. What an amaz-
ing data point with which
one may ponder the future
of  Pakistan!  Younger
Pakistanis may not be as
susceptible to this kind of
optinnsm, bul the swift-
ness with which genera-
tonal change takes place
Is surely easier for the eld-
ers of the median-aged
Pakistani to see. In recent
vears, these penerational
changes are mostly a
source of disquiet and
trepidation, s there any
silver lining at afl?

hany among
Generation X i Pakisfan
{this writer included) have
spent the last two (some
even three) decades advo-
cating for ‘process’. Trust
the process. Stop interven-
ing in democratic gover-
nance and the frmts of a
SITONEST, MOTe  Secure,
more stable society wall
emerge. Since 2008 this
procass has been hacked -
we now have a triple threat
of  Pakistani = regime
manipulation set-pisces —
one 2ot Yusuf Raza Gilani,
another got Nawaz Sharif,
and vet another pot Imran
Khan. These sleight-of-
hand intarventions in the
process have allowed for
the facade of civilian lead-
ership as the military con-
finues to wield enormous
and unaccountable power
over the entine political
Syslem

Pakistani Cien X damaoc-
rats have been left in the
lurch. In our left hands, we
hold the smelly diaper of
an enfante ternble democ-
racy thai keeps manufac-
turing flawed man-child
leaders like Imran Khan
and recyeled dynasts from
the Shanf and Bhutto-
Fardan clans. In our right

hands, we hold prayer
bheads for the martyrs of
Pakistani  soldiers that
have fought (and are fight-
ing) an existential war for
the survival of the
Pakistani republic. How
are we supposed o frame
a robust critique of mili-
tary interventions in civil-
ian  affairs whilst still
ncknnwledﬁlng and wvalu-
ing our soldiers?

For many young Baloch
activists, tired of living
poor in a rich provinee,
this isn't exactly Sophie’s
choice, Ditto for many
E:;g.lng Pakhtuns, tired of

ing treated as second-
class citizens al check
posts around the country,
and across the mamsiream
media landscape. In wolc-
ing anger at a system that
excludes and neglects
them, voung discontents
are under no obligation to
behave as we would like
them to, Alignment with
the national security state
is much more palatable w
those Pakistaris that are
net beneficiaries of the
security the state provides
than those that have suf-
fered the country’s wars.
This is why Pakistanis in
urban areas, and
Pakistanis above a certain
threshold in terms of con-
sumption and income, are
much more receptive to
the mulitary’s version of
the Pakistan national story,
An urban angd middla class
Pakistan 15 both the self-
fulfilling l':m[:u;i- of the
Pakistani establishment,
and is primary audience
in terms of nation-build-
ing. In this constellation of
assumptions and aspira-
tions, the Sharifs and the
Bhutto-Zardaris are plau-
sible but unexciting candi-
dates to lead Pakistan in
the run-up 1o the 100 vear

annmiversary of the coun-
try s founding.

As early as 2011, the
Pakistani  establishment
proactively en%aged in the
olitical  alchemy  that
velled  Imran  Khan's
eventual ascension 10 the
office of the prime mims-
ter. There were two
assumptions that drove
axcitement about an Imran
Khan-led Pakistan
amongst the most power-
ful guarters in the country,
The first was that a so-
called clean politician
would be able to excite the
urban and middle class
Pakistan that the Pakistani
establishment both comes
from and feels somewhat
accountable to. The sec-
ond was that with enough
Sl}l‘ppﬂl'_l from the spectrum
of national power (judi-
cial, media, electables)
Klpla&was uaranteed to be
a high-performance prime
mingster, In short, whatev-
er wviolations of process
and shorteuts neaded to be
taken, could be, because
all would be forgotten
once the couniry enjoyed
the taste of a popular,
competent, elected leader
that was able to deliver the
thing that Pakistan nesded
ﬂ'l-sdrncusl in 201a: a stable
and growing country.
Oopsy daisy,

he premise of the
Imran Khan gamble was
that the *process” was sim-
ply incapable of delivering
anything more than the
House of Nawae COr alter-
nativelv, a  PPP-led
Zardanidom. Each version
of ‘process’ that advocates
of democracy, federalism
and civilian supremacy
can point to has had some
strengths — and the degree
to - which anvone  will
admit those strengths is
largely a game of subgec-

tive likes and dislikes. On
the whola, the ann-demog-
rats are absolutely right
about the one thing that
they hinge their entire
miantra on; the democratic,
faderal, civilian-led order
produces slow, and neffi-
ciant mechanisms to deliv-
er flawed, somelimes even
ugly outcomes.

Sice public discourse

iz mostly a beauty pageant
of truisms delivered elo-
ﬂuent]y, this critique of
emocracy and the 1973
constitution-led  Federal
order 15 often celebrated,
Many breaths are taken
away, many ochs and ashs
elicited al rapeated expres-
sions of such glad-handled
known knowns, But just
like any poetic sequence,
the tragicomedy that is
wovernance  in Pakistan
as ayang for this vin If
the process doesn't work,
then surely the interven-
tions nto  this process
should have, How have
interventions fared?

In 2008, the process
delivered the Yusuf Raza
Ciitani prime ministership
In 2012, an miervention
ended it. Bur the compact
betwaen the President’s
House and General Ashfag
Parvez Kayani did not
skip a beat. Emter 2013,
and the process delivered a
third Nawaz Shanf prime
ministership Process
doesn’t seem to learn its
lessons. But neither do
interventions. Tha 2017
intervention  that ook
Shanf out was less illezal
than the 1993 version of
that movie, and was cer-
tainly maore defensible
than the 1990 sequel that
debilitates the country and
its global standing to this
dav. But the wider system
of sovernance, key 1ssues
in naticnal security policy,

By Mosharraf Faidi
key foreign policy issues

and even wider economic
En]:c}' didn’t stray very far

rom whatever preceded
the intervention

An  honest  gathenng
that includes Dr Mifta
Ismail, Dr Abdul Hafeez
Shaikh and Shaukat Tarin
would be hard prassed 1o
offer the fundamental dif-
ferences between what
thew desm necessary and
good for the economy (I
exciude Dar Saahib and
Asad Umar only to avoid
the tedium of vacuous
protestations  about - their
distinctive qualities). Why
is this the case? Largely
because most finance min-
isters are the public policy
version of Pakistan's
emergency  responders
they are firemen. It tums
out, as even the most gen-
erous reading of history
informs us Interventions
make bad processes
worse, and their contradic-
tions become deeply held
institutional comachons —
paralysing penuine efforts
for reform.

In an age where sven
the most enlightened and
sharpest mindz are drawn
to binary to descnibe oth-
ers and more damazingly,
themselves, the last para-
graph in this journey
seems to be a roundabout
with no cops manning it
process, intervention,

racess, intervantion, ad
infinitum, ad nauseam
The only constant are the
outcomes. Pakistan ranks
poorly on almost every
measure of the wall-being
of its people. The people
are stuck on the round-
about — no escape in sight

But this feeling of bein
stuck and trapped s,
would argue, a geners-
fional eondition, and not 3
fact of physics.

e are declar-

W ing & climate
emergency
Everyone can,
in - whatever

lace on Earth

they call Elurns Mo ane
neads to wait for politi-
cians any more — we have
been warting for them for
decades hat  history
shiows us is that when pea-
Fh:- lead, sovernments fol-
o Our power resides in
what we are wimessing

We cannot deny that
Grreat Salt Lake is vanish-
ing hefore our eves into a
sun-cracked playa of salt
and towic chermecals. Nor
can we deny that Lake
Mead 15 reduced to o pud-
die. In Mew Mexico a
wildfire that began in early
April 15 still burning in late
July. Last August, the eve
of Hurricane Ida split in
two — there was no cabm —
only [90mph winds rip-
ping towns in the bayous
of Lowmsiana to shrads, and
Tm acres in the American
wast burned in 2021, The
future  the  scientists
warned us about is where
we live now The climate
emergency.  has  beeén
declared over and over by
Mature and by human suf-
fering and upheaval in
response o Qs catastro-
phes. The 2,000 individu-
als who recently died of
heat in Porjugal and Spain
are not here (o bear wit-
ness, but many of the resi-
dents of Jacobabad in
Pakistan, where Amnesty
International declared the
temperatures” “unlivable
for humans™, are,

The heat-w rails of
the British train system,
the buckled roads, cry out
that this is unprecedented
The estimated bhillion $ea
creptures who died on the

the planet

By Rebecca Solnit & Terry Tempest Willinms

Pacific north-west's coast
from fast summer’s heat-
wave announced a chmate
emergency. The heat-dev-
astated populations  of
southemn Asia, the current
rrain l:rolp failures in
hina, India, across
Europe and the American
midwest, the starving in
the Hom of Africa because
of climate-caused drought,
the bleached and dymg
coral reefs of Australia, the
rivers of meltwater gush-
ing from the Greenland ice
sheet, the melting per-
mafrost of Siberns and
Alaska: all bear witness
that this is a climate emer-
gency. 30 do we, Yet the
anxiaty we feel, the prief
that is ours, pales in com-
panson to the ferocity of
our  resolve. We can
choose 1o live differently
and build wiser and more
Just ways o produce, con-
sume and travel, Our hope
lies 1n our collective
actions. A chmate emer-
rency means that it's time
or business as wsual 1o
halt, for our prionties o
shift and to recognize our
responsibility 1o those on
the frontlines of the cli-
mate crisis, This emer-
gency, which did not begin
suddenly and will not end
in our lifatimes, navarthe-
less needs our urgent
FESPONSE,

his means doing all we
can 1o stabilize the health
of the planet and speed the
transition away from fossil
fuels. Mow. Between the
scientists and enginesrs,
shilosophers and  poets,
ndigenous leaders, cli-
mate activists and engaged
youth, we know what (o do
and how to do it We have
a multiplicity of ools, we
have a  kaleidoscopic
viston where each of us

can offer up the gifts that
are gurs, and most impor-
tantly, we have the spintu-
al will to change the
course of our destiny on
fire

The future needs us. We
need each other Al a time
when the majority of
Americans want to see
serions climate action, too
many politicians  have
Fatled us and undermined
those who are trving

We cannot deny that
Great Salt Lake is vanish-
ing before our eves into a
sun-cracked playa of salt
and toxic chemcals. MNor
can we deny that Lake
head 15 reduced to a pud-
die. In New Mexico a
wildfire that bepan in early
April i still buming in late
July, Last August, the gye
of Hurricane Ida split in
two — there was no calm —
anly 190mph winds rip-
ping towns in the bavous
of Lowsiana to shreds; and
Tm acres in the American
west bumed in 2021, The
future  the  scientisls
warned us about is where
we live now, The climate
emergency.  has  baen
declared over and over by
Mature and by human suf-
fering and upheaval in
response to 1lS catastro-
phes. The 2000 individe-
als who recently died of
heat in Portugal and Spain
are ool here o bear wit-
ness, but many of the resi-
dents of Jacobabad in
Pakistan, where Amnesty
International declared the
lemperatures  “unlivable
for humans™, are.

The heat-warped rails of
the British tram system,
the buckled roads, cry out
that this 15 unprecedented,
The estimated billion sea
creatures who died on the
Pacific north-west’s.

Global energy

Not since World War
[l has the threat to glob-
al energy security been
as severe as it is foday.

Russia’s brutal inva-
sion of Ukraine and the
consequent geo-eco-
nomic war between the
Kremlin and the West
disrupted global  gas
markets  at a  scale
unprecedented in recent
history. The Kremlin's
use of its power over
energy markets as lever-
age — and Europe's
efforts to wean itself off
of Russian natural gas
and aveid a massive
shortage this winter
are  frigmering  price
hikes and reroutin
flows around the worl

No one is left unaf-
fected, even those who
Ihﬂuﬁ:hl they had pre-

pared for every eventu-
ality. For example,
Pakistan, which ‘had

secured several long-
term natural gas import
contracts (o mcrease 11s

energy  security  in
recent years, has seen
partners break those

deals to send their gas to
new clients offering to
Ea}' more. The coflers of
oth the developed and
developing world are
b € i n g
drained Meanwhile, the
Kremlin is using the
global energy cnsis it
created to sustain its
economy in the face of
severe international
sanctions, Moreover, Il
isweapomsing Europe’s
dependency on Russian
natural yfrﬂs to try and
break Western resist-
ance to its ambitions in
Ukraine Earlier  this
week, Moscow tried to
tighten its sgueeze on

Europe further, saving it
plars to reduce gas sup-
lies through the Nord
tream 1 pipeline 1o
Germany lo just 20 per-
cent  capacity. In
response, European
Union energy ministers
swiftly anncunced an
agreemenl for the bloc's
members to gut  gas
usage by 15 percent this
winter. This  was an
attempt by Europe to
show it would not give
in 1o Russian pressure
and abandon Ukraine in
order to fill up its_ gas
reserves. Such conflict-
driven demand reduc-
tion, however, means
that an already likely
recession is now all but
guaranteed. Following
azprom's latest cuts,
nnathis already predict
the ELT will not be able
to reach its own target
of refilling gas storage
to 80 percent capacity
11:5{ winter. Now that
surope made it clear
that it is finally — and
perhaps much belatedly
— ready to take the steps
to cut its need for
Russian gas at any cost,
the Kremlin will do
everything 1t can to
inflict maximum pain
on Europe in the short
term, while the depend-
ENCY remains

A recent German poll
found  that  at  the
moment, 38 percent of
the population is sup-
porting sanclions
againsi Russia despite
potential negative
impacts for Germany.
Russian President
Vladimir Putin is work-
ing to bring that number
down — down to the
point that it becomes

untenable for
Germany's leaders to
push for policies to sup-
port Ukraine and help
the West win its con-
frontation with Russia.
The waining of public
support for the sanc-
tions regime in the face
of economic difficulties
is an equally sigmificant
risk for other European
governments.

Europe's leaders are
now facing the her-
culean fask of simulta-
neously  helping their
industries survive on a
reduced energy supply,
supporting  {kraine’s
war effort and maintain-
ing public support for
the sanctions regime
amid a cost-of-living
crisis largely manufac-
fured by Russia that
seems 10 have no real
end in sight.

Energy is perhaps the
most consequential
front in the ongoing
Len-economic altle

etween Russia and the
West, and thus Europe
needs to strengthen 1ts
hand there first,

After  moving 1o
address the demand side
of the eguation, now it
needs to address the
supply side of the prob-
lem to be able 1o shore
up |15 economy Lo the
furthest extent Ec_mmbic,
and insulate public sup-
port for Kyiv and the
sanctions — regime
against Russia ]

There are some obvi-
ous steps that European
:overnments can take —

ut have been reluctant
to in fear of domestic
backlash — fo resolve
the sup}l}\!y issue swiftly,

The Metherlands, for

security

example, can pump bil-
lions of cubic metres of
extra natural gas across
Europe by increasing

roduction  at _ the

roningen  gas  field,
Bewilderingly, howev-
er, it is still planning to
take the entire operation
olfline nexl year -over
the risk of minor earth-
guakes in the surround-
ing area and some push-
back from environmen-
talists. Germany can
also increase ils future
capacity to supply ener-
gy simply by extending
the Iiféspan of its
nuclear power plants
that are meant o come
offline at the end of the
vear. The governing
coalition said it is now
considering this option,
but the Greens — includ-
ing Foreign Minister
Annalena Baerbock —
continue to resist the
move. The party's
stance on this issue is
somewhat understand-
able - after  all,
Germany’s Green Party
was in large part borne
out of Germany's Cold
War-era  anti-nuclear
m o v ¢ men (.
Nevertheless, by block-
ing a relatively straight-

forward and low-risk
solution to a major
problem  faging  ihe

nation, it risks tfailing
the test of being a
responsible government
artner at a time of war,
ess than a vear afier its
best-ever election
result Bevond increas-

ing their own produc-
tion capacity by any
means possible,
European nations

should of course also
work on forming new

By Maximilian Hess

partnerships with sup-
pliers  outside  their
region. The global zas
crisis and its impacts are
léy no means limited to
Europe. It is therefore
imperative that Europe
seeks to bring together
the international com-
munity to  coordinate
wlobal supply,

When the world last
faced such a ma]]c_rr ener-
gy crisis, the Allies had
significant control over
the world’s oil supplies
British Petroleum and
its predecessors, and the
forefathers of the mod-
ern United States energy
majors, controlled maost
of the Middle East’s
petroleum at the dawn

of World War 1L Britain
established the
Petroleum Warfare
Department _and  the

Petroleum  Board —
which brought together
all allied energy firms,
including LIS ones even
before Pearl  Harbor
brought the US into the
conflict directly — to
coordinate supplies for
the war Today, owner-
ship of global energy
supplies 15 far more
diversified. And while
the US has pledged to
use its role as a ligue-
fied natural gas (LNG)
exporter 10 support
Europe, a fire this June
at its flagship liquefica-
tion plant in Freeport,
Texas has seen export
capacity fall by some 17
percent, Thus address-
ing global gas shortages
will require a coming
together of key public
and private plavers from
across the world 1o
develop a strategy for
this winter,

Inequality and
hunger

eginning  on
}.-{a? 34,5 the
W1 d
Economic
Forum s goth-
) ermg m Davos,
Switzerland for an in-per-
son - meeting, discussing
the global tax system an
financial nelusion
Thanks 1o protests and
new research, however,
participants will not be
able to avoid the elephant
in the room! the surging
mequality of wealth dur-
g the pandemic
As the Institute [lor
Policy Studies (IPS) and
Inequality.org have docu-
mented over the last two
vears of a global pandem-
ic, billionaire assets have
surged while millions lost
their lives and livelihoods,
A new report from
Oxfam dramatizes how
hundreds of millions of
Eeop!e around the world
ave shid further into
poverty during this time
period. In a detailed
examination of the food
and apriculture industry,
Oxfam found that billion-
aires in that industry saw
their wealth incresse by
%382 billion during the
pandemic An emergency
windfall fax on  their
wealth increase alone (1o
say nu:utl_un%_ of their pre-
pandemic hillions) could
end world hunger and
double the incomes of 545
million small-scale farm-
o
In January, an analysis
by the Fight [neguality
Alliance, Instifute for
Policy Studies, Oxfam,
and the Patriotic
Millionaires found that an
annu] wealth tax starting
at just 2 percent for those

with more than 55 million,
3 percent tor those with
over 30 nullion, and up
to 5 percent for billion-
mirgs.  could  penerate
upwards of $2.52 tnllion a
year That's enough to hift
2.3 billion people out of
poverty, fund vaccines for
everyone in the world, and
deliver universal health-
care and social protections
for all the citizens of low-
and lower-middle-imcome
countries.

A group of over 150
millionaires released a
strong statement calling
on Davos attendees to face
the dangers of runaway
wealth  inequality  and
speak out in favor of
national efforts to levy
progressive income and
wealth taxes on the ultra-
wealthy. “The truth is that
‘Davos’ doesn’t deserve
the world's trust right
now,” the statement reads,
“For all the countless
hours spent talking about
making the world a better
place, the conference has
produced little fangmbie
value amidst a torrent of
self-congratulations,”

“Linti participants
acknowledpe the simple.
effective solution staring
them in the face — taxing
the rich - the peaple of the
world will continue to see
their so-called dedication
to fixing the world's prob-
lems as little more than a
performance.”

The letter is signed by
actor and activist Mark
Ruffelo, as well as 5w

orters of the In Tax We
rust movement including
Abigail [Diznev, Morris
Pearl, and MNick Hanauer
These millionaires deliv-
ered the In Tax We Trust

letter directly to the World
Economic Forfum offices
in Mew York and Geneva,
and attended pro-taxation
demonstrations at the out-
skirts of the elite com-
pound in Davos itself

As the Institute for
Policy Studies (1PS) and
Inequality otz have docu-
mented over the last two
vears of a global pandem-
ic, billionaire assets have
surged while millions lost
their lives and livelihoods,

A pew report from
Oifam dramatizes how
hundreds of millions of
ﬁeuple around the world

ave slid further into
poverty during this time
period. In a detailed
examination of the food
and agriculture industry,
Oxfam found that billion-
aires in that industry saw
their wealth increase by
£382 billion during the
pandemic. An emergency
windfall tax on their
wealth mncrease alone (to
say nothing of their pre-
pandemic billions) could
end world hunger and
double the incomes of 345
miltion small-scale farm-
£r5.

[n January, an analysis
by the Fight Imequality
Alliance,  Institute for
Policy Studies, Oxfam,
and = the Patriotic
Millionaires found that an
annual wealth tax starting
at just 2 percent for those
with more than 85 mallion,
3 percent for those with
over 550 million, and up
to 5 percent for billion-
aires  could penerate
upwards of $2.52 trillion a
year. That's enough to hift
2.3 billion people out of
poverty, fund vaccines for
everyone in the world
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Former NAB chairman
moves IHC against PAC

1SLAMABAD

Mational Accountability
Bureau's (NAB) former
chairman Justice retired
Javed lgbal on Monday
filed petition in_ the
Islamabad High Cour
(1l I{‘)nagamsl PAC sum-
mon, The -_;ecre:!;u% ineti-
or, secretary of MNational
Assembly Secretanat and
secretary PAC have been
made respondents in the
plea The former chair-
man of the grafi-buster
body submitted plea
through Hhgh Courl Bar
president Shoaib Shaheen
in the Islamabad High
Court Igbal in his plea

summon

urged the THC to nullify
the minutes of the July 7
meeting of the Public
Accounts  Committee
(PAC) and pass orders
from taking any action
against him. It may be
noted that on July 7,

Public Accounts
Committee (PALC)
Chairman  Noor  Alam

Khan accused former
chairman Mational
Accountability Bureau

(NAB) Javed lgbal of
harassing Amina Masood
Janjua During the PAC
meeting, the PT1 lawmak-
er narrated that when
Janjua attended the meet-

ing of the commission on
missing persons  lgbal
told her: “She is s0 beau-
tiful what is the need to
et married?” )

Following a serious
reaction from the com-
millee members, who
demanded sirict action
against the former MAB
chairman, the PAC sum-
moned lgbal an
Thursday:.

Earlier, the PAC chair-
man  had also  hinted
toward summoning lqbal
atid  Tayyaba Gul for
investigating the alleged
video scandal between
the two INP

Shujaat offers olive branch to

Elahi, reminds him of PTI’s
witch-hunt against PMLQ

ISLAMABAD
Pakistan Muslim Lcaﬁuc-
Q) President Chaudhary
Shujaat  Hussain  has
offered olive branch to
his cousin and disgrun-
tled party leader Pervaiz
Elahi as he reminded him
of how the PT] govem-
ment launched a witch-
hunt against  PML-0)
leaders, including Elahi's
son Moonis

Shujaat addressed a
press conference with his
close  confidant  Tarig
Bashir Cheema, who
indicated that the PMIL-0)
may  challenge  the
Supreme Courl verdict
that  allowed Pervaiz
Elahi to become Punjab
chiefl mimster

The PML-0 president
also asserted his control
over the party and said
that he may amend the
parr{ gonstitution. i

PML-0 _ Chief
Chaudhry  Shujaat  on
Monday refuted the alle-
zations of taking bribe
rom  former president
Asif Ali Zardari against
supgnnmg _Hamza
Shahbaz in Punjab mun-
off elections and gues-
tioned the credibility of
the people who were lev-
eling allegations against
him

He said that it was
becoming hard in the
country 10 speak truth and
abuses were hurled at
each other and recalled
how a smear campaign

QUETTA: Controller Balucl

was being run against
him on social media.

Shujaat said he wants
to amend the Constitution
of PML-Q). “It is my faith
to speak truth and bring it
before evervbody.™

He criticized former

rime minister Imran

han  for  speaking
against the state instifu-
tions. PML-0) chief
blamed the politicians for
interference of army chief
in the d]m!itlcal matters
and added that political
leaders were responsible
for the economic mess

He said he was proud
of his sons and added thai
they did as he instructed
them oo Shujaat said his
and Elahi’s room were in
the same house and invit-
ed his cousin to return to
the howse as he muled oot
division in the family,

On  the occasion,
%art}"s secretary  general

heema said how a party
official of Pumnjab can
summon the meeting of
the PML-Q's working
committee.

He said that Shujaat
could not be removed as
the party head as the peo-
ple who took this deci-
sion were not authorized
to do so.He wamed the

arty officials to refrain
rom leveling allegations
against them because if
they resor o the same, il
would open a  new

Pandora’s  Box. Cheema
sard Shujaat supported

\ i - o =~
histan of Intermediate Prof Shukat

Hamza i the election
after Prime Minister
Shehbaz Shanf  visited
him.On  meeting  with
Zardari, he responded, “Is
it a Hadith that whenever
a ﬁ-e;san comes to meet
[Shujaat], there will be a
conspiracy?"”

He recalled past meet-
ings of PML-0} with dif-
ferent party leaders on
multiple occasions over
different issues.Cheema
expressed the desire to
reunite with disgruntled
family members while
Shujaat said the Tamily
“has not broken’

He added that they had
already decided 1o not
vote for Imran Khan as he
rebuffed the assertion that
PML-Q was trapped by
Zardari.

“To this day, Shujaat
Sahab savs Pervaiz Elahi
is his candidate [for chief
minmister].” he said and
categorically added that
they will mot be with
Imran Khan even if PTI
nominates Elahi as the
lifetime chief minister of
PunjabThe secretary gen-
eral said that PML-Q
was, is and will always
sty as one unit and
claimed of having sup-
ot of PML-0Y's central
eadership. The party offi-
cial ~ who was accused as
the one who orchestrated
the .fi[p“l in the Chaudhry
family - called ex-pnme
minister Imran Khan a
liar and inept INP

Ali announce Metric result during addressing a press.

China to provide
equipment to establish a
solar photovoltaic power plant

ISLAMABALY, Chinese
companies Jinko Solar and
JA Solar, together wath
another company, will pro-
vide photovaltaie
cells/panels  and  other
related eguipment for the
establishment of a solar
photovaltaic power pland
with an nstalled capacity
of |.93]-megawatt peak
(MWp) in Punjab, Gwadar
Prov reported on Monday

The Mational Electric
Power Reoulatory
Authority  (NEPFRA)} on
July 29 granted a genera-
tion license to GSOLAR
Power (Private) Limited
(GSPPLY for its photo-
voltaic-based solar plant in
Mauza Bahuman, Tehsil
Pindi Bhattian, District
Hafizabad, Punjah
GSPPL wall s.u.p]:rly-"selljthe
electricity  to  Crescent
Bahuman Limeted (CBRL)
as Bulk Power Consumer
(BPC).“The Authority has
observed that the company
plans on installing PV

cells/panels  from Tier-|
manufactures  including
JIinko Solar, 1A Solar (and)
Renesola,” according to
MNEPREA documents

Jinko  Solar Holding
Co., Ltd iz one of the
world's largest solar panal
manufacturars, headguar-
tered in Shanghai, C?‘Iiﬂﬂ.
Similarly, JA  Solar
Holdings 15 another solar
developmant  company
based i Shanghm, The
feasibility  study shows
that the company will be
mstalling a twotal of 3576
Panels/Modules of 540
Wp each.

According to  official
documents, GSPPL has
confirmed that & deal for
the purchase of PV Caells
of JEMSA0M-72HL4-V
has been “locked with
Jinko  Solar whare the
manufacturer has assured
an average capacity factor
of about 16, 57%"

NEPRA believes that
GSPPL's  proposal  to

install & PV-bazed power
generation facility will
result 1n the optimum use
of RE that is currently
untapped, resulting in pol-
lution-free electricity

According o NEPRA,
salar power 15 an indige-
nous resource and such
resources should be given
preference to ensure engr-
oy secunly. The existing
energy mix of the country
is heaviby skewed towards
thermal  power  plants,
mainly  oparating  on
impaorted fossil fuels,

The contmuous mport
of fossil fuals not only cre-
ates pressure on the pre-
cious foreign exchange
reserves of the country but
15 also an environmental
concern. The Govemment
of Pakistan 13 planning to
enhance the share of RE
from its current level of
54 of the installed capaci-
ty o 30% of the total
installed capacsty by 2030
INP

ISLAMABAD: Former Prime Minister and President Pakistan Muslim League-
Quaid (PML-0) Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain addressing a press conference at his

residence, in Federal Capital.

Several held in
Peshawar for hoarding
dollars, other currencies

PESHAWAR: In a crack-

down against hoarding of

dollars amid its highly
fluctuating value recently,
Federal Investigation
Agency (FLA) along with
other ~agencies arrested
several suspects  in
Peshawar during action on
Monday,

_ The suspects were hoard-
ing the greenback as well
as other international cur-
rencies to create their arti-
ficial shortage in the local
market _

The agencies carried out
raids near Chowk Yadgar
in  Sarafa Bazaar in
Peshawar.

_ Several people imvolved
in hoarding dollars and
other currencies were
apprehended during the
raids,

The agencies recovered
local and mternational cur-
rency notes from the sus-
pects’ possession.

F1A officials said the
hoarders were invalved in
creating an artificial short-
age of the greenback in the
local market.

They added that legal
action would be taken
against t]y:: suspects after
investigation,

Notably, the rupee has
devalued sharply against

the US dollar in recent
weeks. ) )

The agencies carried out

raids near Chowk Yadgar
in Sarafa Bazaar in
Peshawar, ;
_ Several people involved
in hoarding dollars and
ot hcr currenc lli:!:}_ WCre
apprehended during the
raids. _

The agencies recovered
local and international cur-
rency notes from the sus-
pects’ possession,

FIA officials said the
hoarders were involved n
creating an artificial short-
age of the greenback in the
local market. INP

Dacoit gang busted; valuables, looted
cash and weapons recovered

ISLAMABAD: The Crime
Investigation Agency (CIA) of
Islamabad  Capital  police
apprehended two members of a
dacoit’ gang  involved in
numerous robberies and recov-
ered looted cash and valuables
from their possession . a police
public relations officer said, On
the special directions of DIG
{(Operations)  Schail  Zafar
Chatta SS5P  Investigation
Farhat Abbas Kazmi handed
over the recovered pold orna-
ments and cash to the rightful
owners. here  on  Monday
Following the directions of the
Inspector General of Police and
on  special orders of DIG
Operations . Sohail  Zafar
chatha, CIA police team has
evolved a comprehensive strat-

egy to dacoity and theft from
federal capital and to recover
snatched and stolen wvaluables
He said the CIA police team
under the supervision of S5P
Investigation Farhat Abbas
Kazmi a CIA police team used
the latest technology and
human resources and arresied
two members of a notorious
shani dacoit gang who were
involved in robbing peoples
outside the banks Police team
also recovered 60 Tola gold, 3
lakh cash, one motorbike and
two 30 bore pistols with ammu-
nition from their possession.
The accused were identified as
Tahir wl Islam and MNazakat
Husszin.Cases against nomi-
nated accused have been regis-

tered and further investigation

SFSA demand
instant relief for
flood-hit population

ISLAMABAD: Annoved over the neghicence of
authorities concerned, Saraiki
Alliance {SFSA) and Saraiki activists have demanded
instant relief for flood-lat population, Sarmbks Lok
protest oulside MNational
lelamabad. Enraped protestors
expressed their grave concern over the apathy of feder-
al and provincial governments to tackle the current
devastating siluation. cansed by monsoon rains and

Sanjh Sunday organized a
Press Club QNI’EJ,

flood across the province.

The SFSA activists demanded of the federal and
Elruvim;ia.l:i mitigting immediate rescue, relief and rehe-

ilitation operation for the flood-hit people, chalking
out a plan to provide relief to affectees and devising a
future strategy to deal such situation.

They urged the ﬁr.wummr:nt to ensure the compensa-

evastation caused by the recent tor-
rent flood in Dera lsmail Khan, Dera Ghazi Khan and
Rajanpur distncts. "The Federal and Provincial govern-
ments have not been paying any attention 1o the suffer-
ings of the MNood-hit communities™ they alleged.

“They condemned the National Disaster Management
Provincial
(PDMA) for their falure to
provide any reliet to affected population yet. INP

tion of 1osses and

Authority (NDMA)
Manazement Authon

and

Federal Students

Disaster

Punjab cabinet shouldn’t
exceed 20 members,

Imran asks PML-Q

LAHORE: In a su

“The PTI chief has instruct

sand SOUrCes prvy Lo the matier

“The PML-0), on the other hand, is not willing to
keep the size of cabinet small, and it asserts that the
small size cabinet will affect the performance of the

Punjab government,” they added

It is to be noted here that PML-Cr leader Chaudhry
Pervaiz Elahi had been elected as the Chief Minister of
Puniab with the support of the PT] MPAs a few days
back It also merits a mention here that the PML-0) 15
completely dependent on the PTI in Punjabln a surprise
move, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) chairman Imran
Khan on Monday advised the |eadership of Pakistan
Muslim League-Cuaid {PML-QII

Punjab cabinet small " The PTI ¢

emment,” they ndded.l.QJI’

4 rise mowve, Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insal (PTI) chairman Imran Khan on Monday advised
the leadership of Pakistan Muslim League-Quaid
{PML-0) to keep the size of Punjab cabinet small

1 I : the PML-0) that the
Punjab cabinet size should not exceed 20 members,”

to keep the size of
] ; el has istructed the
PML-C) that the Punjab cabinet size should not exceed
= ) ] 3 e LA 3 e b E
20 members,” said sources privy to the matier “The
FML-0), on the other hand, is not willing 1o keep the
size of cabinet small, and it asserts that the small size
cabmnet will affect the performance of the Punjab gov-

while res)
meeting

met with
Bhutto

Road

IMF board may meet earlier than expected to
approve Pakistan's tranche: report

[SLAMABAD: The
International Monetary
Fund's (IMF) Executive
Board meeting to
approve the release of
the tranche for Pakistan
is expected to take place
before  August 20,
reported  a  leading
national daily

The board's approval
15 a prere?u:slte or the
release of the seventh
and eighth tranches of a
$6 bilhon loan pro-
sramime for Pakistan —
ﬁaat the country had
sizned with the IMF
2019

The disbursement of
the latest tranches,

which amount to $1.7
ballion have been pend-
img since earlier this
vear after the lender
objected to Pakistan's
economic policies,

The IMF and Pakistan
had reached a staft-level
agreement that revived
the %6 billion Extended
Fund Facility (EFF)
programme  for  the
country in July — but
the loan release 15 sub-
ject to the hoard's

umi)_roval : i
he publication, cit-
g diplomatic and 1MF
sources, said that the
executive board may
meet later this week as

the lender's summer
recess ends on August
1 2.1t was earlier report-
ed that the board's meet-
ing will take place
between August 20-24,
but now, the process is
likely to start later this
week and the session
may take place before
August 2050, techn-
cally the IMF Executive
Board’s meeting could
take place  before
August 20, 1f recoms-
mendations are sent Lo
the board by August 6,7
a source sald The IMF is
“keen” on helpmg out
Pakistan and “there has
been no delay on their

behalf”, but it was “not
possible to expedite the
process”. a source said,
as the country  wanted
an early approval From
the board In this regard,
Chief of Army 5taff a
General Camar Javed

Bajwa spoke to US  ton
Deputy  Secretary of
State Wendy Sherman,

requesting  America's
assistance in expediting
the process"The 1M
had asked Pakistan to
el assurances from
Saud: Arabia and the
UAE that they would
nve an expected $4bn
oan to the country after
the IMF releases its

tranche," sources told
the publication

he Pakistanis
receved, and conveyed,
the assurance [rom the
twor friendly countries,”
senior
source told the publica-
“Bo, we see no
problem in the board’s
approval "Pakistan s
desperate to
IMF's approval as the
country's currency 15
fast depreciatimg againsi
the dollar, the foreien
reserves
depleting. and political
mstabality 15
markets from stabilis-
ing. IMFP

and

diplomatic

aet  the

are quickly

CepIng

oreign  Minister Bilawal

The two foreign ministers had an in-
depth exchange of views on deepening
our all-weather strategic cooperative
partmership, advancing political cooper-
ation, pursuing high
Initiative (BRI} cooperation,
China-Pakistan ]
(CPEC) cooperation and stepping up
cooperation in various fields, including
in multilateral occasions, he added.

The spokesperson said that during the
meeting, Wang Y1 stressed that the
Chinese side would firmly support
Pakistan in safesuarding sovereignty,
independence and
supporting  Pakistan in exploring a
development path sutting its national
conditions to realize scﬂidan'
prosperity.“We

Pakistan’s role in regional, international

RAWALPINDI:

is underway DIG Operations
Sohail Zafar Chatha swid that
the safety of the lives and prop-
erty of the citizens is our pnme
responsibility and no laxity
will be tolerated in this regard.
“The officers with good per-
formance will be rewarded
while the officers showing lax-
ity towards their official duties
will be dealt with iron hands”
he maintained. The owners
thanked and appreciated the
efforts of Islamabad Capital
police team:.

DIG Operations Sohail Zafar
Chatha  had  catezonically
ordered all zonal officers to
curb the crime in their respec-
tive areas and arrest those
involved in looting innocent

people INP
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Money laundering
case: Details of
assets owned by

Suleman Shahbaz

revealed

LAHORE: The assets owned by
Suleman Shahbaz, the son of
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
have been revealed before the spe-
cial central court hearing money
laundering case )

According to a report submitted
before the court, Suleman
Shahbaz, who is an absconder,
owns a 200-canal land in Chiniof
while he also have more than Rs37
million in his 29 bank accounts.

- He also owns 190 million shares
in 13 companies, the report said.

It is pertinent to mention here
that the special central court has
decided to indict Prime Minister
Shehbaz  Shanf and Hamza
Shahbaz in a money laundering
case filed by Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) on September 07

The court has summoned all
spspects in the case including
Shehbaz Sharif and Hamza
Shahbaz on September 07 for
indictment proceedings

Mardan: Three
women die in

roof collapse

MARDAN: Three women died
and three other members of their
family were injured when the roof
of their house collapsed in Mardan
district of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP) on Monday. )

According 1o details, the inci-
demt took place in Takht Bhm
tehsil of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s
Mardan Distnict :

Three women were killed and
another three family members sus-
tained injuries after the roof of
their house collapsed due to heavy
rain. Rescue officials have shifted
the injured people to a nearby hos-
pital Ilcur medical treatment TNP

Kandhkot:
Four children
drown in pond

KANDHKOT: Four children
drowned in a pond of rainwater in
Sindh’s Kandhkot district, rescue
sourges said on Monday

According to details, the chil-
dren were playing when the
slipped into a pond filled wit
rainwater near their house in the
Zorgarh area of Kandhkot,

The bodies of three children
have been fished oul by the swim-
mers, while the search for the
remaining fourth child was under-
Wiy

The names and ages of the chil-
dren could not be ascertained INP

QUETTA: M5 civil hospital dr Amin Mandokhel, Additional
Dissector Health Services Shukat Baloch and participating
awareness Walk organized by nutrition program.

Sino-Pak FMs meetings fully

demonstrate close ties: Zhao Lijian

BEDING: :
Ministrv Spokesperson said on Monday
that three bilateral meetings between
Chinese State Councilor Wang Yi and
Foreian Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardan
in three months fully demonstrated the
close ties between China and Pakistan

“¥ou are rightly saying that
fully demonstrates
between China and Pakistan,” Zhao
Lijian said during his regular briefing

nding to a question about the
etween Wang Y1 and Bilawal
Bhutto on the sidelines of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization 15_('0% coun-
cil of foreizn ministers meeting
Tashkent, Uzbekistan last week

He said that at the SCO foreign minis-
ters meeting State Councilor %ﬁ'

affairs and we will have in-depth com-
munication and jointly build a closer
China-Pakistan
shared future in a new era,”

He said that China supported Chinese
business investment in Pakistan and the
Chinese side was ready to impont more

oood ?.ua]ir)' agricultural products
Bot

community with a
he added

the countries agreed to they

would resume and gradually expand air
Iinks and personne
orderly manner
State Councilor Wang also stressed
the need for the Pakistani side to have a
speedy investigation into the Apnl 26
terrorist attack and hold the perpetrators
accountable, Foreign Minister Bilawal
said that the Pakistani side would always
take Pak-China all-weather strategic
partmership and friendship as a comer-

E?.’C"IETIQES In an

stone for its foreign policy and firmly

vality Belt and

Economic Corridor

territorial integrity,

ty, stahility,
aleo  support

-

- 3 . e 73 % s iz =
Ambassador of China to Pakistan; His Excellency
Nong Rong, officials from Chinese Embassy along with Chief of Army
Staff (COAS) General Qamar Javed Bajwa cutting cake on the occasion
of 95th Anniversary of the founding of Chinese Peoples” Liberation
Army (PLA) was commemorated at GH() .

stand with China n issues concerning
China’s core interests and major con-
cerms

The Pakistam side will also advance
CPEC construction  to
Pakistan speed and thev will also
enhance the secunty work for CPEC, he
added The two foreign ministers also
discussed intemational issues including
the Afehan issue, he said.

Meamwhile, Pakistan Ambassador to
China, Moin ul Haque has termed the
third bilateral meeting between the two
foreign ministers in three months as a
manifestation of the strong China-
Pakistan
Cooperative Partnership

This is the third bilateral meeting
between the two foreign ministers in
three months. INP
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Devastating Monsoon rains kill over 430 people: NDMA

ISLAMABAD. The sporadic prolonged spell of heavy monscon rains have killed 434 people and 24,420
livestock while 605 individuals got injured and 36,469 houses damaged so Far in vanous parts of the country

The Natiomal Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) issued a daily 24-hour situation report that detailed
VATIOUS dﬁmaﬁ;s and losses reported across the country due to unprecedented rainfall and flash flooding.

The report higl
houses whereas in

|ghli%htcd that in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP)'s Bajaur Distnct, heavy rain partially damaged 13
harsadda Distact on July 29, heavy rains imjured three persons, four cattle got perished
and six houses got fully and 25 houses got partially dama

red.
In Dera Ismail Khan District, heavy rain on July 2‘.'57 caused 16 houses partially damaged whereas in

Malakand District death of three persons was reported along with seven houses partially damaged owing to

heavy rain.

The damagzes reported in Mardan District, due to heavy rain, resulted in partial damage to 14 houses, along
with two houses fully damaged, and also 24 kanals maze crops got damaged.

In Mohmand District, death of a person was reported along with a dozen of houses partially damaged after
massive rains. In Nowshera District, heavy rainfall partially damaged a house In South Waziristan District,
two children got injured and a house partially got damaged amid increased rainfall

In Swabi District, two women got injured and two houses got

artially damaged during monsoon rain,

In Swat District, two cattle died and a cattle farm got damaged by large scale rain

In Punjab’s Multan District, monsoon rains wounded a child and partially damaged a house. In Jehlum
District, a child was reported to be drowned in the nver during rains,

In Gilat Baltistan (GBY's Ghizer District, five houses got completely damaged duee to heavy rains whereas

-

RAWALPINDI: Wouter Plomp., Netherlands Ambassador to Pakistan paid a farewell call to

General Qamar Javed Bajwa,

Punjab cabinet
shouldn’t exceed 20
members, Imran
asks PML-Q

LAHORE: In a surprise move,
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PT1) chair-
man Imran Khan on Monday advised
the leadership of Pakistan Muslim
League-Caid (PML-Q) to keep the
size of Punjab cabinet small.

“The PTI chief has instructed the
PMIL-C} that the Punjab cabinel size
should not exceed 20 members,” said
sources privy to the matter,

“The PML-O, on the other hand, is
nol willing 1o keep the size of cabinel
amall, and it asserts that the small size
cabinet will affect the performance of
the Punjab government,” they added.

It is to be noted here that PML-
leader Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi ha
been elected as the Chief Minister of
Punjab with the supEDn of the PTI
MPAs a few days back

Ivalse merits a mention here that the
PML-0} is cor_ngletely dependent on
the PTI in Punja

LHC fixes plea
against PA speaker
election for hearing

LAHORE: The Lahore High Court
on Monday fixed the PML-N petition
against the recently held Punjab
Assembly speaker election for hear-
me

A twa-member bench of the Lahore
High Court heard the petition of PML-
MN's Saif ul Malook Khokhar and the
petitioner’s lawyer told the court that
the constitution was violated by enter-
ing the serial number on the ballot
papers in the election of the Speaker

After hearing the preliminary argi-
ments, the court issued notices 1o the
newly elected Speaker Sabatin Khan,
the Punjab Government and the
Assembly Secretary

The court also summoned the
Attorney . General and Advocate
General Punjab for assistance TNP

CM Elahi orders to
run effective drive
against dengue
across Punjab

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister
Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi on Monday
ordered to launch of an effective anti-
dengue campaign across the province,
. Punjab CM presided over the meet-
ing to review anti-dengue measures
and directed the administration to run
an effective campaign because of the
fear of the spread of dengue in the
MONSCNM SCAsSon,

Elahi said that effective monitoring
and accurate reporting of the anti-
dengue activities should be done

He also directed 1o focus on the
recruitment of trained staff and clini-
cal management. INP

Traders block M.A.
Jinnah Road against
sales tax in KE bills

KARACHI: Karachi traders have
blocked Muhammad Al (M.A)
Jinnah Road to protest against the col-
lection of Rs6,000 additional Sales
Tax from electricity bills on Monday

According to details, the traders
have staged a protest near Tibet Centre
at M A linnah Road against the “ille-
wal’ collection of additional Sales Tax
rom electneity bifls. .

“The government forced the busi-
ness community to take the streets,”
the traders said, threatening the gov-
ernment to close their businesses if the
Rs5,000 levy was not removed from
the power bills. _

Protesting traders said that they are
already paying Sales Tax on the elec-
tricity” bills. “Unfortunately, closed
shops are now levied to pay an extra
Sales Tax of at least Rso.000" they
added

Earlier, the K-Electric spokesperson
clarified that the company has no
objections to removing the weneral
sales tax (GST) en the electrictiv bills
which was announced by the federal
E,D\-'mwncnt in the current fiscal year’s

udget for all power distribution com-
panies.

The spokesperson clarified that the
company respects the business com-
mumty and 15 standing side-by-side
with them. K-Electric will immediate-
Iy enforce the amendment in the order
related 1o the tax, INP

hief of Army Staff (COAS) at GHQ .

Imran claims PTI will
win next elections with
two-third majority

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Tehreek-g-Insaf” (FTI} Chairman
and former prme mimister Ilmran
Khan on Monday claimed that his
party will get a two-thirds majori-
ty in the next elechions

Addressing the PTI NMNational
Council meeting, Imran Khan said
that the state of the econocmy is
such that Armv Chief General
Qamar Javed Bajwa is asking for
helF from America on the phone:

he former prime minister said
that an emergency should be
imposed i the country at this ime
and no one should send money
abroad.

The PTI chairman said that
those who could have stopped the
conspiracy are also responsible for
what is happening in the country

"We have 1o learn from our mas-
takes, we have reformed our con-
stitution; today | welcome the
members of our Mational Council,
no party has gone through the
process we have gone through,"
the former prime minister said. "

He said that today the federal
ies have shrunk as PFP has
ecome the party of Sindh today
He said that party elections should
be free and fair He sad that the
Chief Election Commissioner
strongly opposed EVMs, both of
these parties have a system to ng
the electionsImran Khan said,
"Our effort in the by-election was
how to stop them from rigging.
two weeks ago we held & meeting
to stop them from rigging "The
former pnme mimster smd that
PT1 has become a big parly as
leaders like Murad Saeed have
emerged in PTI through ESE Imran
said, "We will hold elections in the
arty after the peneral elections
Me will conduct inter-party elec-
tions using technology, this bipar-
tisanship has ended in front of
usThe PTI chairman sad that by
rolling out EVMs, 130 methods of
rigging could have been eliminat-
ed but unfortunately the Chief
Election Commissioner broke the
EVMs INP

Complaint of harassment of
female MPA against Fawad
Ch filed in FIA

LAHORE: Member Provincial
Assembly of Punjab (MPA)
Rahecla Khadim Hussain filed a
complaint of harassment againsi
the Pakistan Tehreck-e-Insaf (PTT)
leader Fawad Chaudhry in Federal
Investigation Autherity (FIA) on
Monday

Pakistan = Muslim  League
MNawaz (PML-N} leader Raheela
submitted the application against
former federal minister Fawad
Chaudhry to the FIA's Cyber
Reporting Centre.

The female MPA has stated in
her complaint that PTT workers
are harassing her and her family
over the plione on the instructions
of Fawad Chaudhary.

Raheela said that  Fawad
Chaudhary has shared her and her
family’s phone number in different
groups of the PTL, due to which
shie is receiving wrong calls from

different numbers,

The female legislator from
Punjab also said that not only she
is being harassed but her family 15
also being harassed through the
wrong calls,

PML-N legislator said that
immaoral videos and her pictures
ar¢ also  being shared on
WhatsApp through different num-
bers

She expressed a hope that sirict
action will be taken against the
PT1 leader as per the law Pakistan
Muslim Leaguee Nawaz (PML-N)
leader Raheela submitted the
application against former federal
minister Fawad Chaudhry to the
FIA's Cyber Reporting Centre. The
fermale MPA has stated in her
complaint that PT1 workers are
harassing her and her Tamily over
the phone on the instructions of
Fawad Chaudhary INP

ECP: Verdict in
PTI’s foreign funding
case today

ISLAMABAD: The Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
has said that it will announce
the verdict reserved in a funding
case against the PTI on Tuesday
(tomorrow). The wverdict, which
was reserved on June 21, will be
announced at 10am on Taesday,

The announcement coincides
with Tmran Khan's call to hold a
protest outside the ECP build-
1ng in Islamabad on
Tuesday.The case — known as
PTI 'fuge:ﬁn funding case’ and
‘prohibited funding case’ —

ertains to PTI receiving funds
rom abroad, including from
foreign nationals PTT's found-
ing member Akbar 5, Babar had
filed the case eight YOArs ago
after he parted ways with Imran
Khan in 2015 However, the PTI
got_a verdict delayed by filing
petitions before the courts.The

Muhammad

PML™N- led government has

recently been urging the ECP to

g]_'lnuum:c the long-delayed ver-
ict.

On the other hand. the PTI
ratchet up its rhetoric against
Chief Election Commissioner
Sikandar Sultan Raja and other
members of the ECP, calling for
their resignations

PTI-controlled Punjab and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa provin-
cial assemblies passed resolu-
tions in support of the demand
on Sunday and Monday, respec-
tively.

Its teader accused the chief
election commissioner of meet-
ing with the government leaders
— 4 clmm the ECP sources
rejected saying it was the PTI
leadership that held most meet-
ings with the chief election
commissioner. INP

Panr

in Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJKY's Mirpur Disirict a child was reported Lo be drowned in the river during

rain

The NDMA also ensured relief activities across the country (o assist the provincial disaster management

authorities (PDMAs). The NDMA provided 2,400 tents, 4,000 mosquito nets and 2,900 tarpaulins to

Balochistan

DMA

The PDMA Sindh handed over 4,180.5 kilogrammes (kgs) relief items containing 40 Ration Bags, 76.5 Kg
Cooking Oil, 400 Anti Snake Vaccines and Medicines and Medical Supplies to Air Force Authorities far fur-
ther dispatch to Balochistan which was in addition to 600 tents sent earlier for the flood affectess of Uthal,

Balochistan.

Moreover, the rehabilitation activities were underway as the restoration work at Lunda Bridge at Uthal and

Ciaddani Bridge was in pmg-l,ress in Lashela District,
In Swat District, two catt

e died and a cattle farm got damaged by large scale rain.

In Punjab’s Multan District, monsoon rains wounded a child and partially damaged a house. In Jehlum
District, a child was reported to be drowned in the nver during rains

In Gilgin Baltistan (GB)Y's Ghizer District, five houses got completely damaged due to heavy rains whereas
in Azad Jammu and Kashmir { AJK)'s Mirpur District a child was reported to'be drowned in the river during

rain
The NDMA also ensured relief activities across the cuuntr?' to assist the provincial disaster management

authorities (PDMAS), The NDMA provided 2,400 tents, 4,000

Balochistan. INP

mosquite nets and 2,900 tarpauling to PODMA

Inflation soars to 24.9%,
highest in 14 years

ISLAMABAD: Inflation in the month of July
2022 has reached the historic high at 24.9% on
rear-on-vear basis as prices of electricity soared by
6. 7%, ghee 74% an cu(rkinﬁ; oil by 72.5% when
compared to the prices of these commaodities in
Ju]{' 2021, )

As per the figures é}mvided by the Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics (PBS) on Monday, the 24.9%
inflation is the highest ever vear-on-vear rise since
November 2008

In the previous month of June, Consumer Price
Index (CPI) inflation remained 21.3% and 8 4% in
Jisly 2021 On month-on-month basis, il increased
by 4.3% in July 2022 as compared to an increase of
6.3% in the previous month and an increase of
1.3% in July 2021

According to the PBS, vegetables became 24%
more expensive in the munflﬁ of July when com-
pared to the prices in June.

In a pericd of one month, Dal Chana became
expensive by 13.8%, onion by 13.6%, potatoes by
10.8% and gram Mour by 10%,

In July, wheat prices were increased by 9.75%,
Dal Mash by 9.3%, and Dal Masoor by 9%,

In one month, tea prices soared by 8.98%, ezp by
8%, and cooking oil by 7.6%

_In the month of July, electricity prices were
jacked HE by 39.35%. Flour became expensive by
6.3% and ghee by 5%,

In one month, the motor fuel prices were
increased by 7.35%,

If compared on year-on-year basis, the motor
f'ueLcFrlces rose by 94.42% in July 2022 as com-
pared to July 2021 . .
Electrigity became 86, 7% expensive (his year as

compared to the last yvear Liguefied zas prices rose
by 45.6%, stationery 34 8%, Dal Masoor 92.4%,
onign B9 4%, mustard oil 1.95%, ghee 74%, cook-
ing oil 72.5%, chick peas 67 4%, chicken 59%,
wheat 45%, Dal Chana 43 2%, vegetable 40.4%,
froit 39.2%, gram flour 37.5%, Dal Mash 35.6%
and rice prices increased by 31.2% in July 2022 as
compared to July 2021

As per the figures Egn-mvidea.l by the Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics (PES) on Monday, the 24.9%
inflation is the highest ever year-on-year rise since
November 2008 .

In the previous month of June, Consumer Price
Index (CPI) inflation remained 21.3% and 8.4% in
July 2021, On month-on-month basis, it increased
by 4.3% in July 2022 as compared to an increase of
6.3% in the previous month and an increase of
[.3% in July 2021

According to the PBS, vegetables became 24%
muore expensive in the month of July when com-
pared to the prices in June.

In a period of one month, Dal Chana bhecame
expensive by 13.8%, onion by 13.6%, potatoes by
10.8% and gram flour by 10%.

In July, wheat prices were increased by 9.75%,
Dal Mash by 9.3%, and Dal Masoor by 9%,

In ome month, tea prices soared by 8.98%, egg by
8%, and cooking oil by 7.6% ) )

In the month of July, electricity prices were

jacked up by 39.35% Flour becamé expensive by
6,3% and ghee by 5%,
_ In one month, the motor fuel prices were
increased by 7.33%_ If compared on vear-on-vear
basis, the motor fuel prices rose by 94.42% in July
2022 as compared to July 2021, TNP

DPGA
Chaudhry
Khaleeq-Uz-
Zaman
resigns from
post

LAHORE, Deputy
Prosecutor General
Accountability (DPGA)
Chaudhry ](yhalee -LiZ~
Zaman has resigned from

his  post, eiting  an
‘uncomfortable working
environment”, on
Monday.

Chaudhry Khaleeg-uz-
Zaman who was the
Mational Accountability
Bureau’s (NAB) prosecu-
tor in cases apainst
Pakistan Muszlim League-
Mawaz (PML-N} leaders
MNawaz Shanf, Shehbaz
Shanf and others — has
tendered his resignation
to Prosecution Branch

He was also the legal
head of Mational
Accountability  Bureaw
Lahore

In the resignation letter,
he pointed out that work-
ing with NAB became
diffrcult due to “certan
reasons’ . Sources told that
he was uncomfortable in
working with incumbent
administration, :

Earlier in July; 1t was
reported that the PML-M-
led federal government
has decided to make fur-
ther amends to the
Mational Accountability
Bureau (NAB) laws.

According to the anfici-
pated amendments, NAB
would not be able to
investigate  corruption
cases under Rs 50 croves
The new amendment
would also  end the
President’s prerogative to
appoint the NAB judges
while the tenure of the
NAB prosecutor general
will also become extend-
ahle by three years,

Three dead as
car collides
with truck in
Thatta

THATTA: Two women
were among  three dead
when a truck and a car
collided in near Jhark area
of Thatta, police said on
Monday,

Three other people also
col amjured who were
shifted to the hospital.

According  to  the
details, the accident
oceurred near Bawani

Roundabout when a car
colhded with the truck in
fromt

Fhark police said a man
and two women who were
injured in the accident
have been shifted to
Hyderabad INP

T
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c.é and Revenue Miftah lsn:lail held a meet-
ing with delegation of Markazi Tanzeem-e-Tajaran Pakistan headed by its President

vashif Chaudary at Finance Division.

Schools to remain close in
Balochistan amid severe floods

DUETTA. Summer vacations in
schools and other educational insti-
tutes in Balochistan areas falling
under summer zone have been
extended till August 14

The schools in summer zone were
to open today, however, a notification
issued from the provincial education
mimistry said that the vacations were
extended owing to floods and heavy
rainfall

“The school will now open on
August 14,7 the notification issued by
SECretary secondary education
Balochistan said,

It is pertinent to mention here thal
torrential rains and fash Moods con-
tinued 1o wreak havoco in differen
parts of Balochistan, pushing up the
death toll to 136, the Provincial
Dizaster Management Authority

(PDMA) said on Monday.
According to a report 1ssued by the
Management

Provincial  [nisaster

\l

Prime Minis

Authority (PDMAY), at least 136 peo-
ple — including 33 women and 47
children — were killed in torrential
rains and flash floods
Balochistan.

The deaths occurred in Baolan,
Cuetta, Zhob, Dukki, Khuzdar,
Kohlu, Kech, Mastung, Harnai, Qila
Saifullah and Sibi. A total of 13,535
houses were collapsed or parhally
damaged due to the ongoing heavy
rains and floods

The report further stated that six
highwavs covering 640 kilometers
have also been severely afTected in
the rains and flood. Almost 16
bridges were collapsed across the
rovince due to heavy rains and

ood. The PDMA added that over
23,000 livestock have also died in
rain-related accidents. Meanwhile,
large-scale relief and rehabilitation
operations are underway in all affect-
ed areas of the province INP
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ter Shehbaz Sharif distributing assistance

cheques among the Mood affectees. Kahsnoob, Cilla Saifullah.,
NA-240 by-poll
riots: nonbailable arrest
warrants issued for PO

ISLAMABAD: The Election
Commission of Pakistan [ECI{? an
Meonday ordered to issue nonbailable
arrest warrants for the presiding offi-
cer {ﬂ’(}) over non-appearance during

the hearing of NA-240 by-poll riot
case

A three-member beach of ECP
headed by Sindh member Nisar

Durrani heard the NA-240 Karachi
by-poll riot case. The counsel of Pak
Sarzameen Party (PSP) chief Mustafa
Kamal appeared before the commis-
sion

In his arguments, the PSP Iawf&r
said a worker of the party was killed
during firing al the PSP ofTice during
the by-poll and alleged that police is
conducting partial mquiry into the
matter. :

Rejecting the allegations, SSP
Korangi said DIG East and three 5Ps
are conducting impartial inguiry and
justice will "be provided to the

aggreved party
- Meanwhile, the ECP ordered to
issue non-bailable arrest warrants for
the PO as he skipped today’s hearing.
Later, the hearing into NA-240 by-
poll riot case was adjourned unfil
Aungust 10

ne person was shol dead and 12
others were injured as violence erupt-
ed in Karachi during NA-240 by-elec-
tion.Clashes took place between the
rival factions of the now-defunct
Muttahida Qaomi Movement IEMQM}
arty  during  the NA-240 (Korang
.arachi 11} by-election. A police off?—
cial said the religious party, Tehreek-
e-Labbaik Pakistan {TLPJ, was also
involved in some of the incidents of
violence In his arguments, the PSP
lawyer said a worker of the party was
killed durinﬁ firing at the PSP office
during the by-poll and alleged that
police is conducting partial inguiry
into the matter INP

CPEC activities resume
with renewed vigor

ISLAMABAD: China Pakistan
Econamic Corridor (CPEC) project is
ance again kicking off after a deceler-
ated stage during previous few years
as the present government reiterates
resolve to resume the pace of work as
witnessed during 2013-2018,

The Pakistan Muslim League
Nawaz (PML-N) led coalition gov-
ernment inifiated China Pakistan eco-
nomic Corridor had experienced slug-
gish advancement during Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaal government with
number of projects under the Corridor
delaying due to unknown reasons.

Fhe = ministry of Planning,
Develngment and Special Initiatives
under the supervision of its minister
Prof. Ahsan Iqbal has resumed the
activity and started interacting with
the Chinese concerned authorities to
expedite work especially on  the
stalled projects and include new
avenues in the mega project.

Both Pakistan and China are
engaged in finalizing the agenda of
11th Joint Coordination Committee
(JCC) on CPEC where number of new
projects in sectors like agriculture,

information technology, tourism and
others would be considered besides
reviewing work on the ongoing proj-
ects. : S

According to sources in ministry of
lanning, the 11th 1CC is likely to be
tefd by next month, Although, the
venue has not vet been finalized vet
most probably it would be held in
Beijing, China )

oth Pakistan and China are also

mulling over extending the scope of
CPEC to Afghanistan and the matter
was also discussed at a meeting
chaired by Ahsan Iqbal. )

Foreign Secretary Sohail
Mahmood, gave a detailed briefing on
the third-party participation and
extension of CPEC to Afghanistan,

There is also possibility of holding
the meeting of Joint Working Group
in Energy between Pakistan and
China during first week of August
where the issues of 1124 MW Kohala
and 700.7 MW Azad Pattan hydro
nower projects as well as 1320 MW
‘har Coal power plant project would
be taken wup with the Chinase
side INP




