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COAS briefed about _r
flood situation in Sindh,
Baluchistan 4

gl

Most parts of Qu

3500 flood affected people

Recruitment Center Quetta

shifted to

Police

cope with floods situation

Syed Ali Shah, Web Desk

QUETTA: The Balochistan
sovernment on Friday called
Pak Army to cope with the

Balochistan government calls Pak Army to

ross Balochistan

QUETTA Most parts of
Quetta were flooded after
heavy rainfall and thousands
of people were made home-
less across Balochistan on
Friday. People were making
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etta flooded thousands homeless ac
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continued heavy rainfall also
damaged thousands of mud-
walled houses located on the
outskirts of Quetta. *“We have
come from Pashtoonabad and
sought refuge here”,

oner said.“1 am personally
leading the rescue operation”,
he said, After, road, rail,
Balochistan  disconnected
through internet and mobile
also Balochistan remained

floods  situation  in the desperate appeals to the Ikramullah, an aged person  disconnected through road
rovince, The Balochistan authonties to evacuate them from the Pashtoonabad area railway links for the third
Tome and Tribal AfTairs to safer places of torrential said Ikramullah and three consecutive day Cellular
Department sent a lefter tothe  rains on the outskirts  of other families had taken service and internel services
Armed forces to assist the Quetta, the provincial capital refuge below the Zehri were also suspended as a

provincial government in res-
cue and relief operations, an
official handout issued on
Friday night said. The mali-
tary would be deployed in
severe flood-hit districts of
Balochistan. the handout
mentioned. The assistance of
the Pak Army is necessary to
reopen highways, it said The
government has called the
army as the death toll rose to
238 including 71 children and
55 women in Balochistan on
Friday

3500 flood affected people s

_“We are stranded in floods
since moming”, Muhammad
Akram, a flood affected from
Quetta’s Ghousabad area told
Daily Quetta Voice via tele-
phone. Like Akram, thou-
sands of people were stranded
in Ghousabad, Pashtoonabad.
Sariab, Hazara Town, Nawan
Killi, and other poor and mar-

inglized neighborhoods of
the provincial capital.
Thousands of mud-walled
houses tl;lm::’gﬂi in CQuetta

Flash floods unleashed by

ez 3

Recruitment Center Quetta

ifted to Polce

bridge. The people living in
oor and marginalized neigh-
orhoods moved towards
Quetta’s airport road and
sought refuge below the
bridges. Th Provincial
Dizazter Management Autho
ity (PDMA), district admin-
istration, Pak Army  and
Frontier Corps (FC) launched
A FESCUE OPeration in various
parts of the city. “We have
evacuated a large number of
stranded people”, Mir Shehak
Baloch, the Deputy Commissi

result of heavy rainfall in
Quetta and other parts of
Balochistan. Flood affected
people faced difficulties in
mforming the PDMA and dis-
trict  adminisiration  about
floods and damages in_their
areas. “We are prone to floods
and we have no source to
inform the administration to
evacatue us”, Jalil Ahmed
Rind, a resident of Bhosa
Mandi area of Quetta told
Daily Quetta Voice via
Facebook messenger

Miracle:

When a man

narrowly survived in
Quetta floods

Chief Secretary  will take steps on an Syed Ali Shah, Manan Mandokhail
News Desk Balochistan met the emergency basis to
T families affected by solve therr problems, Indeed a miracle, when a man narrowly survived flash
_ Quetta: The tlood water. Abdul Aziz  and the concerned msti- | floods unleashed by heavy rainfall in Quetta’s Chashma
Fotrential rams  fol- Ugaili ensured food tutions have been | Achozai area The man who seemed to be in bis early 30s
lowed by flash floods and relief supplies to instructed to be ready at | was swept away by floods in Chashma Achozai
wreaked havoc across the stranded “No effort  all times The man stick to the pillar of the collapsed brdge for

Balochistan, “Last
night 600 families 1e.

should be spared to

PDMA, administra-

3300 people were shift-
ed to the Police
Recruitment Training
Center Quetta™, Chie

Secret Balochistan % -
informed. Commissioner ( 3 eavy rains,
Chief Secretary DPivision  Sohail  ur  relief  activities
Balochistan Abdul Aziz Rehman Baloch and going on for the flood-
Ugaili  visited the Deputy Commissioner affected people”, Chief
Police Becruitment wueita Shehak Baloch Secretary stated Mr,
Training Center were also with him. Ugaill also mspected

SUKKUR: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif interacts with flood
affected children of Sukkur at Flood Relief Camp in Government
Comprehensive School Sukkur.

Power supply and
Mobile services

suspended in many

districts of Balochistan

By: NEWS DESK \‘

Balochistan, the country’s
area-wise largest province of
Pakistan, is faced with an elec-
tricity crisis in these flash
floods. A power supply of
220kV has been stopped from
Uich-Sib transmssion line to the
provinge on Thursday atternoon, ]
the Quetta Electric  Supply jd
Company (QESCO) spokesper-
son sad. )

Due to the suspension of
220kV from the Sibbi grid sta-
tion, the power supply to Quetta,
Mastung, Nushki, Chaghi,
Dalbandin, Kharan, Pishin and
Chaman grid stations are effect-
ed, the QESCO spokesman told
Quetta Voice

Power supply to Khuzdar,

Wadh, kalat, Mangochar, Sorab
gnd stations has also been sus-
pended due to the collapse of a
tower of khuzdar transmission
line in Rato-dero area of Sindh,
he added

Moreover, Mobile networks
and internet services have been
suspended in most areas of the
province due to poor weather
and power shortage

medical  camp
established in the train-
ing center and directed
them to provide the
best treatment facilities
to the affected.

provide relief to the
Eeoplv_a', Abdul Aziz
Iqaili, The Chief
Secretary also distrib-
uted water and pre-
pared food to the
affected families.
Chief Secretary
Balochistan said that
the provincial govern-
ment 15 with the flood-
affected people and

tion, and related institu-
tions are on high alert
on the instructions of
the provincial govern-
ment and Chief
Secretary. All resources
are being utilized to
provide the best servic-
es to the people in
floods, said Chief
Secretary Balochistan
Abdul Aziz Ugaili.

almost 15 nunutes, Hundreds of people gathered to save

human life. They threw a rubber pipe 1o reseus him, Bad
luck, the pipe broke and the man was again swept away

Luckily, this time he reached another pillar of the col-
lapsed bndge and grabbed bushes and found shelter in the
debnis of the bridge, This time, he climbed on the pillar
and saved himself from the merciless floods. This bridge
collapsed last might around 1 AM, luckily no human loss
oceurred becawse of low traffic. The Provingial Disaster
Management Authority (PDMA) rescue team arnved al
the spot when the man was facing no danger. All the peo-
ple celebrated the new life for the man badly stranded in
the merciless waves of the flood

Food Shortage: Floods cause
massive destruction in Balochistan

By: Syved Muhammad Yaseen

. Flash floods unleashed by torrential rains caused 8 massive destruction
in Balochistan. The recent heavy ramfall resulted in devastation i all
parts ol the province. The resource-rich mineral province of Pakistan is
disconn from rest of the country for last few days.

Food and Medicine Sha makes it difficult to live in Balochistan

The on going flash floods devastating all districts of the province result-
edin mﬂ'g_r food and medicine shm‘ts;i:g:. Thousands of le were forced
to flee their native hometowns for safety from floods. Un nately, this
intra-provincial migration caused a major shortage of food and medicine
shn{%e in the province. Many people are left with no pure water to drink,
no ter eat, and no shelter to live in.

Balochistan disconnected from vest of the Country : :

Almost all the highways and railways connecting Balochistan with
Islamabad, Sindh, Punjab, and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa remain disconnect-
ed as floods wreck havoe in the country,

?’I-mm to Karachi H.‘r%_lhr_way suspended:

to Karachi Highway 15 suspended for last 10 days as floods

drowned roads and rml tracks Lasbela, the bordering “district of

Balochistan with Sindh received high floods and road networks were

destroyed as 2 result. The government has asked people to stay in homes

For their safety and flee out of those areas which come in the way of water,
uetta to KPK Highway drowned: _ _

The road network connecting Balochistan with KPK is blocked due to
soil and land erosion in the mountains of Drazanda, Sherani district. The
Assistant Commissioner asked people to avoid travel until government
machinery reapens the road and the situation gets stable.

Musakhail and Ders Ghazi Khan Disconnected:

" ’ T T e -

The flow of traffi Fort Manro of Dera Ghaz Khan mnnactin%
Punjab and Balochistan remains suspended. Recent floods in Musa Khai
district of Balochistan wiped out roads and people are not able to
drive. orts of road damages and transport disconnection were report-
ed from the Musa Khail distnet of Balochistan, Musa Khail district bor-
ders Dera Ghazi Khan of Punjab,
Ceas Pipeline destroyed duoe to waterflow in Bolan

A few a};ﬁo video circulating on Social Media showed pas pipeline
destruction eakage in the Bolan district of Balochistan, Gas supply
oot suspended due to this incident in most parts of the province,

PMC MDCAT 2022 postponed
till further order

Byv: Syed Muhammad Yaseen

Mhe Pakistan Medical Commuassion (PMC) has
postponed its Medical and Dental Colleges
Aptitude Test (MDCAT) till further order. Health
departments from both Sindh and Balochistan
l:l'u_wm{:u:; had sent letters to PMC to postpons its
MDCAT due to the ongoing floods by torrential
rains

As a result of request from health depariments
of both the provinces the PMC has decided to
|>n.lirpuns.=. its MDCAT till further order. Floods
as caused a massive destruction in Pakistan
generally and Balochistan particulary making it
difficult’ for us to conduct the test, a health
department official told Daily Quetta Voice

Also read: No restniction on Pakistam Doctors

1o learn in UJSA: PMC

Diee to torrential rains, flash floods, dyscon-
nectivity of road and rail networks in major areas
of Pakistan the PMC has decided to postpone
holding MDCAT test till further notice, an offi-

cial notification included.

PMC Notification

Roll Mumbers Removed from PMC Wehbsite:

On Firday morming the Pakistan Medical
Commission issued roll number ships to students
for medical entrance tests and a while ago some
students complained about the removal of
already uploaded roll number slips on the PMC
website

The postponement has made in the light of
aspirants security during the flash floods in
Pakistan

PMC vs PMDC

A few days ago the senate committes for
Health passed the PMDC 2022 making 1t diffi-
cult for PMC to continue its work. Right now the
PMC has postponed s MDCAT and asked the
aspirants to wait till further notice

British built railway bridge collapsed in
Bolan train service suspended

Syed Al Shah, Imran Sumalani, Nashad Baloch

QUETTA, BOLAN, SIBL: A British-built railway bridge collapsed in
Balochistan's Belan district after heavy rainfall on Thursday moring. The
collapse of the ancient bridge built by English Rulers in 1880s caused the
suspension of train service between Balochistan and other parts of the
country.

Floods and continued heavy rain fall has wreaked havoc across
Balochistan. “Traim service has been suspended after the collapse of the
ancient bridee™, Muhammad Izhar ul Hag, an officer of the Pakistan
Railways told Daily Quetta Voice

All passenger trains were stopped in Cuetta and Jacobabad after the col-
lapse of the more than a century old bridge, “Train service can resume after
the reconstruction of the ancient bndge”™, Mr. Haq stated.

The collapsed bridge is located between Mach and Kolpur at Hirak in
the mountainous Bolan valley,

This ancient bridge collapsed after 140 years: Photo levies force

Work started on railway track in 1885 in Bolan

Az per the history of the track and railway bridees, work started in 1883
by rapidly laving a rail track in the bed of nver Bolan and finally a steam
locomotive rolled into Quetta in August of 1886 The present day railway

track through Bolan Pass is the third attempt of laying railways through the
sass In 1839 a torrential flood destroved the track which was first laid on
olan River bed.

Touristz from across the country used to visit this bndge and other
ancient bridges built by the English rulers. The Brtish rulers had laid down
the railway track from Delhi to Chaman to counter the erstwhile USSR, In
the case of an attack through Afghanistan, the British had evolved a war
strategy and laid down the track to move its troops and goods in railwayvs
via Bolan at Chaman.

Officials witnessing the collapsed railway bridge

Balochistan disconnected from rest of the country

Flash floods unleashed by heavy rainfall has also swept away bridoes,
roads, highways and dams across Balochistan. Road between Quetta and
Sibi remained suspended after heavy ranfall. Deputy Commissioner
Bolan, Muhammad Imran Bangulzai has asked the transporters and pas-
sengers to avoid traveling on the road linking Balochistan with Sindh and
Punjab provinces.

e administration has also closed Quetta to Islamabad highway at
Dana Sar after landshiding, Rains have caused the disconnectivity of
Balochistan with rest of the country




EDITORIAL

Saturday,August,27,2022 |

Editor Asim Khan

Floods expose construction

quality of dams in Balochistan

Flash floods unleashed by torrential rains exposed the construction quality of
dams across Balochistan. Heavy rainfall wreaked havoce in Quetta and other
parts of Balochistan recently. Floods swept away dozens of small delay and
check dams in different parts of the province.

Chver the years, the provincial and federal governments constructed hundreds
of dams to check the wastage of ramny water, Successive governments merely
celebrated the completion of projects rather than focusing on the construction
quality of dams. Although, the dams and lakes constructed by Brtish colonial
rulers in ditferent parts of Balochistan are still intact even after more than a cen-

tury.

Breaching of dams puts human lives at peril
Breaching of dams not only failed to save rainy water rather it also put human
lives at peril in Pishin, Barkhan, Lasbella, Kohlu, Killa Abdullah, Killa Saifullah
and other districts of the province. Rains-related incidents have claimed 65 lives
till the filing of this editorial. This is simply disastrous and a failure from all con-

cemed quarters.

Flash floods also swept away poorly constructed roads and standing crops in
various parts of the province. This all needs a thorough investigation, [rrigation
and Communication Works (C&W) departments are known for commission and

COrmuption.

Commission, corruption a common word in C&W and Irrigation departments

This is a good opportunity for those at the helm of affairs to make sure trans-
parency in the utilization of funds by the two departments. Since word commis-
siom 1s an open secret in the two departments, the Chief Secretary of Balochistan
should form a high-powered commiltee comprising committed and honest
retired and serving officers to probe into the breaching of dams

The quality of construction of roads in CQuuetta and all districts of Balochistan
should also be probed to improve socic-economic conditions, The irony with
Balochistan is that Tirst the province has meager resources and second they too
are ruthlessly used’ swallowed

Chief Mmister Balochistan, Mir Quddus Bizenjo and his coalition partners
must go beyond words and launch an inquiry nto the breaching of dams and

damage o roads

Energy shortage in Balochistan

Poverty is nol n static or
[ixed phenomenonldt 15 o
multi-dimensional dea tha
encompasses  quality  in
almost every sphere of lifg,
ranging from calone intake,
life expectancy, living stan-
dards, literacy, and access to
medern  energy services.
Thiz tvpe of poverly s
always cxpressed from an
income perspective, Sticking
with the non-income dimen-
sions of poverty, such as
Iealth, edecation and living
standards, are as important
as employment

The two energy indicators
of non-meome dimensions,
including  electricity (no
access to electricity) and
cooking fuels (wood, dung
and charcoal), constituie
poverty. Goal no. 7 of 5DGs
containg utmiversal access o
medern  energy services,
mcressing encrey cfficiency.
and increasing rencwable
cnergv share. As we know,
encrgy plavs & vital role in
the development process of a
country, but incase  of
Pakistan, energy poverly is
the largest single drain on
Pakistan' s economy

When we talk  about
Balochistan, it is the direct
and major victim of encrgy
crisis, and has slowed down
the growth of the provinee
Balochistan is the largest
provines of Pakistan, haying
an area of 347,190 km
square and a population of
12.344. 408  people.  The
magor portion of the popula-
tion live in rural arcas, con-
shituting T2 43%

Only 36 Percemt of
Balochistan has access to
elergy:

Balochistan iz [acing an

acate energy shortage that
has stopped the development
not only in the cconomic and
agrculture scctor, but alse
every walk of lifeg. According,
to a document submitted 1o
the MNational Assembly of
Pakistan, only 36% of
Balochistan 15 electrified,
while the remmning 64% of
Balochistan  stall  doesn’t
have access fo encrgy. Due
to the scaftered population
living in rural arcas. it is
impassible to electnfy them
Inn 2008, the wial demand of
Balochistan was 1630 MW,
but supply was hmited to
600 MW, and m 219 the
demand has been rasedio
2500 MW,

Enecrey Projects in CPEC

Energy 15 the prominen
CoOmpongnt of  Chna
Pakistan Econamic Comidor
(CPEC) Almost 7% of the
CPEC projects were related
te the energy sectorwhich
comprises thermal. hydral,
coal and wind
Unfortunately, Balochistan
iz being left omt of these
projects, Out of 13 mega
projects related 1o energy, six
projects are being located in
Punjab. six in Sindh and one
i Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Once again, the energy-

i
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starved and downtrodden
provinee has been ignored
and not given iis due share (o
fulfil its cnergy
demands, The encrgy gener-
ated by these projects will
ol give amy reliel to the
consuiners i Balochistan
The alresdy installed
transmission lines are made-
quate, and the province does
net have the capability and
capacity o absorh cnergy
bevond 500 MW The two
transmission lines worth %4
ballion will run from Matiar
o Faisalabad and Lahore.
respectively. These transmis-
sion lines are providing 4000
MW te Punjab. Looking at
this picture, the overall situa-
twon in rural Balochistan =
worsz, where 85% af the
population lives and some
arcas in Balochistan are not
even linked with the national
egrd svstems. This is an
alarming situstion where a
magor portion of the popula-
tion still docsn’t have aceess
to electricity, and i will fur-
ther deteriorato the growih of
the provinee
Energy
Balochistan
Balochistan is producing
about 2422 MW of clectrici-
v using gas-based thermal,

Production  in

Almost all the elcctricity
generated in the provinee 1s
being transmitted 1 other
provinges, Electricity  has
been purchased bv QESCO
from two aulonomous power
producers inclede the Uch
power plant and Habibollah
Coastal Power plani. The
provinee also reccives clec-
tricity from Iran and pro-
vides it to the arcas along, the
border The federal govern-
ment initiative o reduce
load-shedding will not posi-
tively impact the province
becouse the existing Lrans-
mission bines are oot that
much capable of supplving
any load bevond 600 MW
There 15 not a smgle 300 kY
grid station in the province
Mo doubd, it iz impossible
I provide and extend Lrans-
migsion lines o the far-Mung
arcas because it will cost too
much.  The  electricity
demand m rural arcas of
Balochistan 15 very low and
the howses in rural arcas
nced only  lighting  for
roomed huts bult of mud
Furthermore, investors feel
hesitant to invest i the
provinee due tolack of infra-
structure, revenus generalion

and scourity,
The Wind Corridor of
Balochistan and

Government's efforts
Hesides solar energy, the
wind energy iz another
cssential SOurce and
Balochistan has been blessed
with a high rate of wind
specds The Pakiztan
Meteorological Department
(PMIYY, in their shared data,
suggosted that the wind
speed in the coastal area of
the provines is enough to
generale electreity. In this

Ajmal khan

lme, Pakistan Council of
Rencwable Energy
Technologies (FCRET) has
electrified 1600 villages
along the coastal side of
Sindh and Balochistan, A
study  suppgested that the
coastal belt of Pakistan can
produce 3000 MW through
wind resources, To minimizs
the cost of these projects, the
govemmenl should encour-
age local manufacturersofl
wind turbines,

In this regard. to over-
come the energy poverly in
Balochistan, the federal gov-
erment can play a vital roke
in alleviating encrgy poverty
by using rencwable cnergy
resonrces in elecinfyving the
rural areas of
Balochigtan keeping in view
the solar radiance and wind
spead.there 12 a huge polen-
tial forrenewable energy in
the province., They should
not clectnfv the far-flung
arcas with convenfional grid-
based methods becanse il
will maximize ther cost as
the traditional modes of
energy are expensive, and in
the longrun, it cannol meet
the encregy demand for sus-
tainable development. The
govemment should provide
the due share in CPEC rolat-
od energy projects

to the province, Supposg
the 1ssues related to encrgy
poverty are not taken  sen-
ougly, the dream of achiey-
ing SDGs will never be
schieved, and the already
poverty-siricken  province
will observe more difficul-
tazs i the coming davs

The suthor is 8 research

officer, member of
Balochistan Think Tank
MNetwork.

Climate change: common
enemy of Pakistan and India

Imran Jan

There are situations
where the enemy of your
enemy is also  your
enemy. Nothing would fit
that description better
than climate change for
Pakistan and India.
Pakistan is the Sth most
vulnerable and India the
Tth  most  wvulnerable
countey 1o the rava]g&s of
climate change. Chmate
change 15 a global threat.
MNevertheless, how
nations . would  guard
against it makes it a very
country-specific threat
The devastating results of
it are very much specific
to nationality, class_and
race, Poorer nations,
lower classes and dis-
criminated  races  are
affected by climate
change worse than others
as if climate change had a
human mind filled with
all the prejudices our
societies have conjured
up, lived with and died
for.

The news headlines or
social  media  memes
about this year breakin
the previous records o
excessive heat do not
become obsolete and can
be used every vear. Mo
need 1o delefe those
memes because the year
ahead would be hotter
than the one we are in
right now and so on and
so forth

This March, heatwaves
in India broke a 122-year
record. A farmer i the
Punjab region of India

interviewed by The New
York Times said, “We
used to wear jackets in
March™ Well, now they
wear blankets of heai
Pakistan saw a cholera
i.:l.,ul:lr\';ail]l::r inl Sindh II:_]'Ii‘.i
vear while also grappling
with multiple wiﬁ:ﬁ'u'es
including in the suppos-
edly cooler capital city of
Islamabad. India is the
major grain supplier of
this remon and supplies
food rations to its farmers
as well. With as much as
0% reduction in whest
vield, the longstandin
concerns  about  foo
security have resurfaced
in India and the region,
including  Nepal —and
Bangladesh, which rely
on  India  for  wheat
imports. )

n Auﬁust 2020, ngl'lu“
during the height of the
pandemic, the climate
change driven extrems
monsoon raing in
Pakistan drenched
Karachi in a 19-inch rain,
which usually drowns a
city with no functional
drainage system
Thousands of homes of
the poor were destroyed.
More than a 100 people
were killed. The Marriot
bombing in Islamabad
killed abowt 54 people.
The Mumbai terrorist
attack killed 164 people.
In 2015, the heatwave in
Pakistan' Sindh province
killed more than 1,000
people, Between [958
and 2018, Pakistan has
lost over 10,000 lives due
1 climate change,
Pakistan has suffered

more than %4 billion loss-
es since 1998 due to cli-
mate related events.

The floods in Assam
this vear affected more
than ali‘zlml]liunpeqiple
across 1,000 villages. The
Modi-led government has
tried to remove from
Assam the Bangladeshi
immigrants using faith-
based discriminatory law
called the Citizenshi
Amendment Act (CAA
I can confidently state
that the Bangladeshi
immigrants did not affect
more than half a million
eople across 1,000 vil-
ages, According to the
Assam state  water
resources  department,
every year Assam loses
nearly 8,000 heciares of
land due to the expandin
Brahmaputra river cause
by climate change.

Karachi's severe mon-
soon rain of 2020 led to
the submerging of the
markets and warehouses,
causing a damage of $150
million, Karachi came to
a standstill for about a
week, which caused the
country to lose 3449 mil-
lion daily, Do the math.
And that does not include
the massive off the grid
economy, which we all
know is much larger than
the official one

Excessive  heat
been found to brin
work performance down
among _people.  India
loses 259 hillion work
hours annually due to
excessive heal, Tt trans-
lates as worth roughly
$622 billion Purchasing

has
the

Power Parity.

When | think about the
heat, fire, glaciers and
water, 1 want to let the
Pakistanis and the Indians
know not o Tear the mis-
siles we both have made
but rather the cars we
drive and the electricity
we consume. Fear the fire
and the water. One does-
n't kill the other They are
both killing us. The
chances of an  Indian
dying at the hands of a
Pakistani are much small-
er than from heat or by
drowning. And  wvice
VETSR.

This March, heatwaves
in India broke a 122-year
recard, A larmer in the
Punjab region of India
inlerviewed by The New
York Times said, “We
used to wear jackets in
March.” Well, now they
wear blankets of heat.
Pakistan saw a cholera
outhreak i& Sindh this
vear while also grappling
with multiple Ex-i]pcfjﬁru&?
including in the suppos-
edly cooler capital city of
Islamabad. India is the
major grain supplier of
this region and supplies
food rations to its farmers
as well. With as much as
0% reduction in wheal
yield, the longstanding
concernis  about  food
security have resurfaced
in India and the region,
including Mepal and
Bangladesh, which rely
on  India  for  wheat
impaorts

n August 2020, rght
during the height of ﬁl&
pandemic, the climate

change driven extreme
MONS00N rains in
Pakistan drenched
Karachi in a 19-inch rain,
which usually drowns a
city with no functional
drainage sy &tem
Thousands of homes of
the poor were destroyed
More than a 100 people
were killed. The Marriott
bombing in lslamabad
killed about 54 people
The Mumba terrorist
attack killed 164 people
In 2015, the heatwave in
Pakistan® Sindh province
killed more than 1,000

eople. Between 1908
and 2018, Pakistan has
lost over 10,000 lives due
1o climate  change
Pakistan  has  sulTered
more than 54 billion loss-
es sinee 1998 due to cli-
mate related events,

The floods in Assam
this wyear affected more
than half a million mele
across 1,000 villages. The
Muodi-led government has
tried 1o remove [rom
Assam the Bangladeshi
immigrants using faith-
based discnminatory law
called the Citizenshi
Amendment Act {C.A,a.f
I can confidently state
that the Bangladeshi
immigranis did not affect
more than half” a million

ople across 1,000 vil-
ages. According to the
Assam  state water
resources  department,
ever'f-' vear Assam loses
nearly 8,000 hectares of
land due to the expanding
Brahmaputra nver caused
by .. elimate
change Karachi’s,

It’s come
full circle

ith one foot
on a banana
peel, we are
standing  at
an abyss, PM
Shehbaz Sharif and the
PML-N face mortal
political and economic
challenges, and the gov-
emment has shown Tittle
resolve to confront them
head-on.  Domestic
petroleum prices are up
more than 40 per cent
within the last few days,
and L"m:?_;i{ prices have
quickly followed suit.

It is morbidly satisfy-
mg that Shehbaz Sharif
and the PML-N of
motorway, flyvover, and
underpass  fame -
should face rising fuel
rices in their ulfimate

attle for political sur-
vival. For decades, our
cities have facilitated
private car owners at the
expense of pedestrans,
cyehsts.  and  transit
users. The Shehbaz
Sharif model of wban
development, albent
with different speeds of
execution,  pervades
other political parties
and leaders as well;
large-scale gray infra-
structure like signal free
corridors, yovers,
underpasses, and ring
roads with obscene lev-
els of service have
become the norm m
cities around the coun-
t Cities, from
Islamabad to Turbat,
have hecome sprawling
sites of speculatively
held vacant plots in
shady housing schemes

This 15 our real
tragedy. Our ocurrent
CCONOMIC CTSIs 18 Our

owWn Frankenstein’s
monster staring  right
back at us, Consider

these ex.mn[F]es Capital
Smart City [slamabad 15
approximately 40 kilo-
metres from Blue Area,
DHA City Karachi s
over 6lkms from Frere
Hall. These and other
projects exc]uswelf tar-
oet car owners: only the
most mfluential five per
cent of our urban popu-
lation

So what to do when
the most influential peo-
ple’s financial and resi-
dential interests move
S50kms from the city's
economic hubs? Buld
expressways, signal-free
corridors, ring roads,
Lyan Expressways, and
Leh Expressways to
coddle them. “These

mects help the elite

pass the city’'s con-
gestion, often by taking

a longer route.
Sometimes flvovers and
underpasses help

address particular points
of congestion in the
city’s road network. As
these projects material-
1ze, the richest few
begin to travel more and
more to reach their
workplaces., meet
friends, or for other
everyday tasks. Because
theré’s no public transit

and whatever transit
exists is class incompat-
ible — people drive,
often in their sparkling
new SUVs.

The same logic has
unfortunately extended
to mter-city travel. We
have pricntized motor-
ways and hghways over
railways. Our railways
network has  shrunk
from over 8500kms of
tracks m 19505 to
around 7,800kms today,
This has been Accompsa-
nied by a drastic drop in
the raflways' share of
traffic: while the service
carried over 86 per cent
of all freight traffic m
the 1950s, 1ts current
share stands at a meager
4-0 per cent. Similarly.
Pakistan Railways has

one from the “single
argest carner of passen-
oer traffic in the 1970s
o carrying less than 10
per cent of all passen-
gers today,

This drastic decline is
not  coincidental.
According 1o one est-
mate, the state spent
three times as much on
intercity road mfrastruc-
ture than it did on rail-
ways. The uniformed
state’s patronage of enti-
ties has combmed with

private car owners'
mterests to completely
OVEIPOWEr  SOCIDECO-

nomic efficiencies asso-
ciated with rail travel
All these develop-
ments are brazen exam-
les of elite capture.
nly arcund 10 per cent
of all urban houscholds
own cars, and vet all of
our cities  have seen
massive nfrastructural
investments that favour
private car travel

Media

The technology

revolution has
achieved a new
stage  of human
development. It has
astonishing and

tremendous effects
on human behavior,
thinking and atti-
t.u g e
Unprecedented
developments took
place in the field of
commination due to
which, for the first
time in human his-
tory, the field of
information has
achieved immense
importance, there-
fore, the 21st
Century is also
called the century
of Information
Technology.

With the increase
in the sources of
information, conse-
quently,  research
and analysis have
become maore
important, The
overflow of infor-
mation has com-
Felled_peuple to dif-
erentiate between

relevant and irrele-
vant, positive and
negative news. In
this age of technol-
ogy, the subject of
information has
become a science
and now
Information
Literacy is included
as a subject in the
course ol universi-
ties of the devel-
oped countries,
“We have to equip
studentis, teachers,
and officials to han-
dle an overflow of
information™
Today it is not
enough to decorate
our  educational
institutions, offices,
homes, and libraries
with electronic
technology, rather
we will have to
equip our students,
teachers, officials,
and others with the
capability to appro-
priately handle this

overflow of
[nformation.

In comparison
with the

Information coming
from the conven-
tional sources i.e.,
the teacher,
books,s, etc, today
information 15
flooded in the mar-
ket by the internet,
as a result, it
becomes very diffi-
cult for students

and Planningﬂ -

and others to distin-
guish between fake
and real, wrong and
right, good and bad
news. It is the time
when you need the
adequate capabili-
ties to select the
news as per your
requirements  for
the ~ purpose.
Information literacy
15 used as a proper
method to practice
access to informa-
tion and analyvze
and organize if.

In this atmos-
phere of hybrid war,
it is necessary for
media workers in
general while the
media managers, in
particular, to abun-
dantly equip them-
selves with infor-
mation literacy
~An  information
literate person is
supposed to have
the capacity and
capability to select
suitable sources of
information, which
are beneficial and
in accordance with
the fixed targets.
Information literacy
is actually the abili-
ty to fully under-
stand the whole
system of informa-
tion, In this atmos-
phere of hybrid war,
it is necessary for
media workers in
general while the

media managers, in
particular, to abun-
dantly equip them-
selves with_infor-
mation literacy.
Workers  in the
media industry
must realize the
challenges as well
as the opportunities
in the ever-chang-

lfni; situation  of
information.
As media man-

agers of the govern-
ment, it 15 our duty
to understand the
positive and nega-
five aspects of the
propaganda / infor-
mation, so that we
can adopt a compet-
itive media plan to
achieve aur
required targets of
national  1nterest
and importance,
World powers
taking a keen inter-
est in Balochistan,
especially Gwadar
At the end of the
20th CenmrF‘, the
situation of the
world and particu-
larly of this region
became reshaped.
After the fall of the
Soviet Union and
the freedom of
Central Asian
States, the regional

SCENAario was
changed and the
geographical  and
strategic mpor-

tance of the coastal

v Aurangzaib Kasi
belt of Balochistan
particularly Gwadar
was enhanced by

many folds. It is
common to say that
the power of the

21st Century will
go to the country
which controls the
energy corridor. In
this rapidly chang-
ing situation, all
powers/forces are
taking a keen inter-
est in Balochistan
and particularly
Gwadar, The situa-
tion has created
challenges and
opportunities at the
same time. The
media  has  got
nnportant res onsi-
bilities to differen-
tiate between wrong
and right tenden-
cies, help analyze

the situation and
arganmze and 0=
mote a  develop-

ment-friendly
action plan. To
attain this purpose,
d EUT]IPI‘C]II:IISI'L'C
media  plan  is
required to be pre-
pared and 1mple-
mented.

The author is the
Director-General
Public  Relations
{ DG P R )
Balochistan

He can be reached
at aurangza-
ibkasi 1985 @ gmail.
com

Preparing for
the grind

atching
events mfold
over the last

few weeks has
been  painful.  primarily
because Pakistan's prionties
are-all wrong.

We are glued to our
phones  and  television
sereens, anxicusly waiting
for more chaos and drama
With all these distractions
like leng marches. conspim-
v theories, and mindlgss
mudslinging, we are losing
sight of reality. And the real-
ity 15 that Pakistan 15 on the
verge of bankruptey, closer
than 1t has ever been before.
The education sysiem nol
only lacks structurs, 1t is
completely  owtdated, and
the water shortage is
extremely alanming. While
we are cought uwp in this
political tug of war, Pakistan
iz rmapdly  pose-diving.
Instead of focusing on the
political circus. let's discuss
ihe most pressing  15sug
Pakistan currently faces.

The first course of action
should be to stobilize the
economy, Thankfully, the
government slashed the sub-
sidy on petroleum products
This is not a leng-term solu-
teom, but 1 needed o be
done i order to regain sta-
bility. While Pakistan must
continue Lo engage with the
IMF, it s also important o
plesd their cose smartly dur-
ing negotiations. One could
argue that this deal fuils to
take conlext mio account
With the withdrawal of

American  forces  [rom
Afghanistan and the war in
Ukraine which has sent the
global cconomy inte a tail-
spin. the IMF should seck to
lake context mio considern-
tion, especially  for third
world countnes. However,
one has to be reahstic. The
IMF will continue 1o be
harsh on Pakistan unless we
show evidence that we are
working towards restructur-
N2 CUF EoOnamy

In order to become a
globally competitive econo-
my. Pakistan must introduce
market-crientated  reforms
There s 5o much talk about
Pakistan's weak expor per-
formance, Upon examina-
tion, it is clear that the
export markel 15 subpar due
to deep structural izsues
Pakistan’s exports have con-
tinually fallen behind itz
South Aszian  competitors
since the early 1940, Since
1990, Bangladesh's exporis
have increased 6.2 times
comparcd  te  Pakistan’s,
measured  m terms  of
exports per capifa.

To strengthen the export
market. the current ond
fuwere leaderships have
make unpopular decisions
and stick to them, Owver the
vears, governments  have
continued to dole out larae
export subsidies without a
shred of evidence that these
subsidies have helped boost
exports.  Going  forward,
governments hove no choice
bart to bite the balles and sav
no o special interests. For

example. nstituting a land
tax and rationalizing agri-
culture to create efflicient
farmmg choices can be
dong. However, sticking to
the policy and carrving
through requires courage
from the government. and
support from the public. To
achieve long-term economic
stability, Pakistan must have
the will 1o put the inleresis
of the people ahead of the
prvileged few, That means
taking beld decisions. like
removing land submdes and
charging for excessive waler
s

We also know that the
economy canncd be restruc-
tured 1F political instability
continges, Now more than
ever, prnciples need 1o be
put ahove petty paolitical
feuds. Pakistan must take a
leal’ out of Bangladesh's
book, as it shows that vou
don’t need complete, b
just semi political stability
and continuity 1o achieve
ecoonomic growth, For that
to happen, Pakistan needs (o
el past the first hurdle.
Political tumult and con-
frontation has done nothing
bt create  hardship and
upset. The people have had
enough

Pakistan needs to prepare
itself for a hard grind. With
the steep nse in inflation.
there iz bound to be mone
social unrest around the cor-
ner. 1t is highly doubtful that
the politicians will tone
down their rhetone and
work together.
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Senators to donate
salaries for relief
of flood victims

ISLAMABAD
J:'xllaressinn solidarity
with the Tood victims,
the Senators have decided
to donate their salanes for
supporting the relief and
rehabilitation of the peo-

le and infrastructure in
ood-hit areas on Friday

According to details,
Chairman Senate Sadig
Sanjram  and  Deputy
Chairman has announced
to donate their two-month
salaries to the flood vie-
tims.

Meanwhile, Senators
would donate their one-
month salary to the flood

relief fund. Furthermore,
officers from Grade 16 1o
22 would donate Four-day
salary in an ellort fo lend

a helping hand amid this
natural disaster
In a statement,

Chairman Senate Sadig
Sanjrani urged the nation
to step up for the relief
and rehabilitation activi-
ties in  Mood-afTected
areas, He appealed 1o the
nation to remember the
flood-stnicken people in
pravers.

It is pertinent to men-
tion here that heavy rains
triggered flash floods and

wreaked havoc across
much of Pakistan since
mid-June, |C:'d'\r'1l'|§ 903
dead and about 50,000
people homeless.

aking to  Twitter,
Federal Minister for
Climate Change Sherry
Rehman s]mreﬁ that the
highest number of deaths
and injuries during the
time period was recorded
in Sindh and Balochistan

“Since June, 903 peo-
ple, including 326 chil-
dren and 191 women,
have died in various inci-
dents of monsoon rains
and floods.” INP

European countries to
suffer more from US

manipulation: Dr.
Rashid Khan

[SLAMABAD: “If
steps are taken by G7
countries against China,
the global economy will
be altected, Because the
interactions and linkages
between G7 countries and
China are very sirong
The disturbance or any
rupture in these relations
will affect many coun-
tries,” said Dro Rashid
Ahmad Khan, a political
analyst and an expert on
South Asia, Central Asia
and Persian Gulf security
issues. according to
Gwadar Pro on Friday.

After Nancy Pelosi's
visit to Taiwan, the G7
group of industrialized
nations and the European
Union issued a statement
full of accusations against
China. In response, the
spokesperson  for  the

hinese Mission o the
EL mentioned that “zone
are the days when the
Chinese people were bul-
lied and pushed around
by foreign powers

Taiwan  afTairs  are
purely China's internal
affairs and are within the
scope of China's sover-
cignty, Today’s world is
no longer in an era when
Western powers can_run
amok as they please.

“It seems that the US

KARACHI:

tives' of arre

has manipulated the G7
inte toeing its line. As a
result, the developed
countries will sufTer, if
they talk about sanctions
or steps against China or
they lower the level of
cooperation with China, il
will affect them more in
comparison to China,”
said Rashid

“Mow, the US s facing
difficulties of Keeping
European lives towether
In order to keep Europe
on its side, America is
somehow fighting and
quarreling with ~other
Fm\ers i mobilizes and
orces Europe on them.
European powers are
constrained because
Western Europe is still
largely dependent om the
United States econotmi-
cally and in terms of
security,” Rashid said,

The United States and
the European Union are
going 1o work together 10
fake concrete measures {o
reduce their dependence
on Russian energy

This means
country  that

that a
imported

zero units of Russian nat-
ural gas has convinced
the 2I7-country  block,
which rely on Russia for
around 40 % of its gas
cutting

demand, into

Masood case hold protest outside KPC,

US says backs 'democratic’
order in Pakistan after
Imran Khan charged

WASHINGTON: The
United States said
Thursday that it backed
democratic principles in
Pakistan  after former

rime minister [mran
<han, an outspoken cntic
of  Washington,  was
slapped with charpes.

"We support the peace-
ful upholding of democrat-
ic, constitutional and legal
rinciplas,” State

epartment  spokesman
Vedant Patel told

rters,

I-E!‘]:":\-:hl'h:-: Lnited States wval-
ugs  our longstanding
cooperation with Pakistan
and has always viewed a
Ema;pemus and democratic

akistan as crifical to LIS
interests,” he said,

He declined to weigh in
more  specifically  on
charges against |mran
Khan, who was ousted in a
parliamentary  vote  in
April but hopes to stage a
comeback in elections.

Imran Khan has staged
rallies to rail against his

successor, Shehbaz Sharif,
and has alleged a conspira-
¢y againgt him orchestrat-
ed by the United States,
allegations repeatedly dis-
missed in Washington as
baseless

Imran Khan was grant-
ed interim bail after being
slapped with charges by an
anti-terror court over com-
ments awainst 8 magistrate
over the detention of an
official in the former
prime minister's party.

A couple of davs ago,
the United States had also
declined to comment on
the terrorism-related
charges against Imran
Khan, sayving it does not
side with a political party
angd it 15 an mternal matter
of Pakistan

US State Department
spokesperson Med Price
had sad that the country
was “of course” aware of
the reports about  the
charges. But he said this is
a matter of the Pakistani
legal and judicial system

back on L ports,
According to  Chinese
broadcaster CGTMN.
According 1o data from
the International Energy
Agency, the month of
June has become the first
month  in history  in
which EU had imporied

more was via LNG from
the US than via pipeline
from Russia. The EU is

struggling with an eneriy
crisﬁi. while the %
would certainly  benefit
from selling every unit of
energy to its European
allies. ]

“America pressurized
European nations to take
those steps to support
Ukraine for which they
were not ready, If G
countries are forced to
take steps against China
by America, this will not
only affect the economy
of the G7 countries but
also the western alliance
system. How long will
these countries sacrifice
for America or will they
remain under its pres-
sure? Already there is
resentment  among  the
Eurugcan countries with
the US pressure on them
to_achieve its strategic
objectives,” said Rashid.

TF we study the history
of Chinese INP

st police officer in of Nageeb Ullah

“It 15 not directly a mat-
ter for the United States,
and that's because we
don’t have a position on
one political candidate or
party versus any other
political  candidate  or
Barly.“'l’hu State

epartiment spokesperson
added that TIm#_IS sUpports
the “peaceful upholding of
democratic, constitutional,
and legal principles in
Pakistan and around the
world”

A couple of davs agzo,
the United States had also
declined to comment on
the terrorism-related
charges against Lmran
Khan, saving it does not
side with a political party
and it 15 an internal matter
of  Pakistan TS State
Department spokesperson
Med Price had said that the
country was “of course”
aware of the reports about
the charges. But he said
this 1z a matter of the
Pakistani legal and judicial
systam NP
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ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of the Re.u blic of Turkey Dr. Mehmet Pacaci called

on Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue Miftah Ismail at Finanee Division.

China's Hangeng Group receives
first container at Gwadar port

ISLAMABAD: China’s
Hangeng Agricultural Group,
which is building an agricultural
industrial park in ~ Gwadar,
received the first container of
raw medicines from Africa, a
senior official wld Gwadar Pro
on Thursda

“We wilif process the medi-
cines in our facility in Gwadar
for enwards shipment to China”,
the official said. ““We are basi-
cally a supply chain manage-

ment company and aim to
process pharmaceutical and
agriculiural | goods  in ouw

Crwadlar facility  Tor onward
export to China”, the official
further stated. "Presently, we are
in the construction stage at
Gwadar Free Zone.” he said.
Hangeng Agricultural Group
aims to industrialise agriculture
and animal hushardry in
Pakistan. The group is also look-
ing for procurement of agricul-

ture goods and livestock from
other parts of Pakistan for pro-
cessing in their Gwadar facility
and exporting to China

The Group is expected to cre-
ate multiple enT]nj.uuen[ OpHor-
unilies For Pakistani youth in
Grwadar and the rest of the coun-
Iry

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Shanf performed ground-break-
ing of the Hangeng Agricultural
Industrial Park in Gwadar dur-
ing his visit to the port city in
June

The arrival of the first con-
tainer of raw medicines will
ﬂﬁll;':‘]'l a new chapter in Pakistan’s
pharmaceutical processing sec-
tor and Pakistan’s exports to
China

Hangeng Agricultural Group
aims to industrialise agriculture
and animal husbandry in
Pakistan, The group is also look-
ing for procurement of agricul-

tre goods and livestock from
other parts of Pakistan for pro-
cessing in their Gwadar facility
and exporting to China.

The Group is expected to cre-
ate multiple em{alﬂyment oppor-
wnities tor Pakisfani vouth n
Giwadar and the rest of the coun-
Iy

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Shant performed ground-break-
ing of the Hangeng Agricultural
Industrial Park in Gwadar dur-
ing his visit to the port city in
June. Hangeng Agricultural
Group aims (o industrialise agri-
culture and animal hushandry n
Pakistan The group 15 also look-
ing for procurement of agricul-
twre goods and hvestock from
other parts of Pakistan for pro-
cessing in their Gwadar facility
and exporting to China The
Giroup is expected to create mul-
tple employment opporunities
ﬁg Pakis}mff::: 3,-r;:auﬂ1.|l~.P|.JD

IHC rejects contempt
plea against Maryam,
Fazl, Sanaullah

ISLAMABAD: The
Islamabad High Court has dis-
missed a contempt pefition filed
against PML-N Vice President
fﬂar}'an‘l Mawaz, Interion
Minmster Rana Sanaullah, JUI
Chief Maulana Fazlur Rehman
and others declaring it non-
maintainable.

The THC upheld the regis-
trar’s objection regarding that it
was not the relevant forum to
file the petition, o

Justice Mohsin Akhtar Kivan
heard the plea with the objection
raised by the registrar on Friday

Local lawyer Al ljaz Buttas

requested the court to start the
contempl proceedings against
the coalition leaders.

Juestice Kiyani  asked the
lawvyer what was his petition”?

He replied that Maryam, Rana
Sanaullah, Fazlur Rehman and
others  made contempluous
remarks about the judiciary on
social media.

Justice Kivani  asked the
lawyer if this court was men-
tioned in those remarks. He
advised him to take his petition
to either Supreme Court or the
Lahaore High Court

Why the petitioner who

Pakistan to join South
and Southeast Asia
Mango Network

BEINMNG: Pakistan will join South and Southeast
Asia Mango Network, China Economic MNet (CEN)

reported it on Friday.

and strengthen mango

he report says, "In an aim to boost mango LLuaIit}'
: industry, i k
Agricultural Research Council (PARC) will join the
South and Southeast Asia Mango Network {(SSAMMN)
at the first annual meeting of SSAMN 1o be held in
China’s southwest province of Yunnan on Saturday
(27th}, n_an interview with China Economic Net | §
{CEN)., Dr Chen Xivhua, deputy-director of the
International Cooperation Division of the Yunnan
Academy of Agricultural Sciences (YAAS) and secre-
tary-general of SSAMN, said, “PARC and three other
research institutes and universities have submitted pro-
posals for joining the mango network. " The proposals
will be deliberated by 16 founding members, Dr, Chen
told CEN. “The approval process will take place
onling. Votes will be collected before the meeting and
also during the meeting in case some member institu-
tions do not cast the vote on time.”

Mr. Muhammad Arshad, Coordinator Horticulture of
PARC, will address the meeting, giving a detfailed
intreduction of the mango industry in Pakistan INP

the Pakistan

NTDC connects 330MWs

belongs to Lahore has filed his

lea n the Islamabad High
%nun. the judge objected saying
nobody bothered to take notice
of the contemptuous remarks al
the time when they were uttered
then why the filing of pefition
now.  He replied that Maryam,
Rana Sanaulltah, Fazlur Rehman
and others made contemptuous
remarks about the judiciary on
social media. Justice Kivan
asked the lawyer if this court
was mentioned in those remarks
He advised him to take his peti-
tion to either Supreme Court or
the Lahore High Court, INp

ISLAMABAD: chairman senate, Muhammad
along with senators participating in collective dua'a (prayers) for
the people affected by floods throughout the country at parlia-
ment house.

Overseas ministry to
send workers abroad

Nawaz Sharif
denies any spite
between him
and Shehbaz

LONDON: Former prime minis-
ter and PML-N supremo Nawaz
Sharif has denied any negative
comments attributed (o him
regarding his sibling and Prime
Minister Shehbaz §1arif' SHYINg
there is no truth in them, He rather
wished Shehbaz well for his tire-
less efforts to bring the country out
of mess created by former premier
Imiran Khan on Friday.

Faking to his Twitter handle,
Mawaz wrote: “The negative com-
ments attributed to me about PM
Shahbaz Shanf are misleading and
incorrect. | remain hopeful that the
sincere and tireless efforts by 585
under the most challenging cir-
cumstances will bear fruit and he
will steer the country out of the
mess created by Imran Khan "

On the other hand, Shehbaz
Sharif is reaching oul 1o inlerna-
tional donors for their help to
respond to the scale of flood
calamity saving that he would be
meeting the ambassadors and high
commissioners today (Friday).

“We have reached out to donors,
friendly countries & international
financial institutions for assistance
to respond 1o the scale of Mood
calamity. I will be meeting
Islamabad-based ambassadors
high commissioners tomaorrow o
apprise them of nature of chal-
lenge & need for help INP

Shahbaz Gill’s
bail plea
adjourned till
Today

ISLAMABAD: A local court in
Islamabad has adjourned the hear-
ingz on the bail application of incar-
cerated PT1 leader Shahbaz Gl
fill Saturday as police have failled
tor progluce record before the court

Additional Sessions Judpe Tahir
Abbas Sipra on Frday heard the
petitton filed by Gl seeking his
post-arrest bail

At the outset of heanng, when
police did not submit record to the
court, the pefitioner’s lawyer
requested the court to put off hear-
1 1l tomorrow:

¢ judge asked the police offi-
cer what was his problem and why
the record was not submitted

The police officer told the court
that the investigating officer would
reach. by tomorrow  evening
beseeching the judge to adjourn
the hearning of the case till Monday,

Pt refusing to grant his request,
the judge asked the officer to
arrange for the 10°s ticket

On this, the pefitioner’s lawyers
offered to buy the 10 an air ticket

The judge then ordered the
police to produce the record ull
tomorrow by | 2noon, INP

g o, N /
Sadig Sanjrani

Thal Nova plant with

national grid

ISLAMABAD: The National Transmission and
Dispatch Company (NTDC) connected the fourth
IZ0MWs mine-mouth power Flam_hmlt under China-
Pakistan Economic Comidor (CPEC) initiative at Thar
coal Block 1T with the national grid
~ "We successfully provided back feed supply/seller's
interconnection facility for Thal Nova power plant
through 300kY Thal Nova-Matiari transmission line,”
NTDC said according to a report published by Gwadar
Pro on Friday The back feed supply energized the
power plant for testing its electrical equipment, the
statement added. Afier completion of the testing, the
power plant will start contributing cheaper electricity to
the nanonal grid, NTDC said. Thal Nova is one of the

four 330MWs mine-mouth power |]!lam5 installed at

Thar Block 11 under CPEC, Engro
voducing  GOOMWs “electricity from  its

already

Powergen Thar is

2*330MWs power plants since 2019 while the

F3OMWs Thar Energy Lid. started ;i)-::-.x-ca
recently. The Sindh Engro Coal Mini
{(SECMC) will supply coal to the Thal

reneration
COMmpany
OVE POWET

mne

R'Ii;ml together with the other three power plants. China

achinery F115|11E:&r||11.1 Cor

{CMEC) 15 the EPC con-

tractor and minority shareholder of the project. The
power plant will utilize 1.9 million INP

Vigorous US dollar shows no signs of
receding against Pakistani rupee

ISLAMABAD: The
vigorous dollar s not
showing any signs of
receding as ils value con-
tinues to appreciate and is
up by 39 paisa in the
interbank trading,

According to the forex
dealers, w:tT1_ the start of
Friday moming activity,
the preenback fept_up s
upward trajectory in the
interbank  trading  and
added 39 paisa to s
value and was traded at
Rs220 by 1lam

Yesterdayv, the
Pakistani rupee suffered a
depreciation  of  over
FKz1.03 and closed at
Rs219.41

This whole week, the
Pakistani rupee 15 con-

stantly under the pressure
and has been en-:tljurin T A
spell of depreciation for
the last few sessions.

This week the US dal-
lar has been appreciated
by Rs5.35

It"s quite & strange phe-
nomencon that there s
maore than Ks8& difference
between the rate of dollar
in the interbank market
and the open market

Speaking to Mettis
CGilobal, Zafar Paracha,
President of Exchange
Companies of Pakistan
said on Thursday, “The
notable difference of
R85 berween the rates
being offered by the
interbank market and
open market indicate the

element of smuggling,
He said most citizens
were not currently selling
therr foreign exchange
holdings in the open mar-
ket, as “a strong grey
market” had emerged,
which was buying the
dollar at a much_higher
rate of Rs235 while "we
are buying at 227 50"
The money dealers
have cited dollar’s flight
to Alghanistan as the
American currency is
being sold there for about
Rs240, attracting smug-
wlers to eam profit
Besides this, the dearth
of dollar has also been
attributed to the newly
enforced law by the UAE
for Pakistam  travelers

who are required to have
5,000 dirthams along with
a valid work visa and a
return ticket at the time of
their landing in the pulf
country.

As  there 1s high
demand for the UAE
dirhams in the open mar-
ket and when the buyers
can't get it, they start
buying the U5 dollars
thus inereasing its rate in
the market. S5ome forex
dealers also hold govern-
ment responsible for this
mess saving that its deci-
sion to lift ban on the
import of luxury items i5
also comtributing to the
appreciation in the value
of American currency

Dunng the last 52

weeks, Pakistani rupee
lost 24.52% against the
greenback while reaching
s lowest at 23994 on
July 28 2022, and the
highest at 16362 on
August 27, 2021
Meanwhile, the total
ligued foreign exchange
reserves held by  the
c-::-un[_rly_ decreased by
$92million to stand at
$13.5 billion dunng the
wesk ended on August
19, 2022, compared to
$13.6bn in the previous
week, weeklvy data
released by the State
Bank of Pakistan (S5BP)
on Thursday showed
Data further revealed
that reserves held by the
central bank during NP

for free: Minister

ISLAMABAD
Federal Minister for
Overseas Pakistanis and
Human Fesource
Development Sajid
Hussain Turi has decided
to send Pakistam workers
and professionals abroad
tor free

Chairing a high level
meeting here Friday, he
directed the dioitization
of the Protector Uifice to
make the process of
Protector faster, transpar-
ent and easier, Fees rang-
ing from 50 thousand to

prepared soon to fill the
vacant posts so that the
efficiency of the institu-
tions can be improved, he
added, He said that strict
action would be taken
against officials involved
in illegal activities and
L'.-RTI'I'L'I]:I-‘[IOI'I

The memister stressed
the Commumty Welfare
Attachés to improve thear
serformance for the wel-
are ol OVErseas
Pakistamis. However, an
online meeting of all

community welfare
attachés  will be held
every fortnight to review
the performance ] will
not tolerate any negli-
gence regarding the com-

laints of  owverseas

akastanis, he warned and
urged the Welfare attaché
to provide easy access to
Pakistamis living abroad
for solving their problems
and wellare The
Mimistry’s  doors are
always open for all kinds

1,000 rupees are being
abolished from Pakistani
workers and profession-
als for services, he
informed

During the meeting, the
minister was brefed by
Federal Secretary, DG

MOTICE INVITING TEMDER

of cooperation INFP

The Undersigned invites  sealed perceniage rates based on composite
schedule of rates 2018 Govwemment of Baluchiztan and iem rades from
interested confracora/Fims far the works. menfianed below, Tender fae 1500-
Deposited in head of account C-02725-02 Theough bank Chalian in NEP{Slate
beank of Pakistan. Earnest Money 2 and Time imit 30-06-203 for each wark.

Bureau of Immigration,
DG Overseas
Employment Corporation

¥ NAME OF WORK EiCost | Oty

and other senior officers,
Th mmister said that
the Ministry will soon

1. | Repair and maintenance of wss pishin | 1.T00M | 1-Job
1 o 4™ quarter s for the year 2022-23

District Pishin TSE 222308118333

send the summary of fee
abolition to the Cabinet
for approval. Protector

F] water Tax va EETTH
PHED Pishin for the year 2022-23

TSE222008115923

offices will be established
S00M in Bannu,
Abbottabad., Sukkur,
Gilmi-Baltistan and Azad
Kashmir, he samd and
added that the licenses of
ovErseas promoters pend-
ing for three vears were
also 1ssued.

A summary would be

AL RN TG Ie
AN P g ah B
A2:4220127114353
P H Lt 3Pt
Mg And S

The: Procurement shall be cument out in accordance with Baluchistan public
procurement Rule 3114 Eligibility ;- The confraciors must have regitration
Imgation DeparimentEAM Dhision PHE Deparrnent Cuetta  with B
authorities Le ((NTN &Sales tax depariment BRA ) valid regisirafion with
Palistan Engineering Council in clegany who have depasilad  enlistment
renewal fae for the year 2022 Werk and fulfil all the requirsment of BPPRA.
Method of Procurement - Singie stage single enveiope procedure, Bidding
fender Documents - lssuance - fender farms/documents will be issued from
the date of Advertisement published in newspapars on presantalion of requisite
document e lender fee{nan-refundable) Bid security feamest money valid
Engingering councl cerificate in relevand (required calegory income fax
certtficate (NN elc. Subeist|an ;- Last date of submission of document will
bea on 12:8-2022 21 1:00 P Opeaing .- The lendier willbe opened 12 -8-2022 a1
200PM _Place of issuanca - submission inguiries and opening will ba;-
Bddress:- Executive Engineer PHED Pishin,_Telephone  No 0826-.920558
FaxNo DB26-520358 Note, it may banobed that o pay order will be accapled
fenteriained and firm  compleded title fname should be writken on the call
daposit Execudi i

031220435337/
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Humanitarian crisis: Deadly floods claim over 1,000
lives, affects 1/5th Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has been pushed into a state of national emergency and acute humanitarian crisis
by the incessant monsoon rains and floods raging across the country which has so far claimed 1,003 lives and

léft over 20 million people homeless.

Apocalyptic images pouring in from parts of Sindh, Balochistan, Punjab and other areas have shocked the
world as Pakistan batiles one of the worst Noods ever. : o Gy i
According 1o an investigation |'|,=F|:n'l at least three million people are in need of immediate aid, with mon-

s00N Season showing no mercy and

olrii1&|'a1i|1g everything in i1s way

This number is expected 1o rise in the coming davs, with Moods wreaking havoc in around 101 cities of

Pakistan.

Preliminary findings by the NDMA, PDMAs and district management committees note that nearly 340 chil-

dren and 211 women penished in the recent floods and downpours this year,
It also left more than 1,700 F-eaple imjured. o o )
ected from different districts, 260 deaths and 1,083 injuries were reported in

As per the official data col

Balochistan, 187 deaths and 320 injuries in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 184 deaths and 233 injuries in Punjab, 320
deaths in Sindh, 41 died in Azad Jammu and Kashmir and 11 persons perished in Gilgit-Baltistan.

QUETTA: A view
Provineial capital.

Govt asks KP,
GB police chiefs
to call back their

personnel from

Banigala

ISLAMABAD: Raising objections
to  the presence ol hyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) and  Gilgit-
Baltistan (GB) police outside former

rime minister and PTI Chairman
mran Khan's residence at Banigala in
Islamabad, the Interior Ministry on
Friday directed the heads of these
Forces to call back the police person-
nel deployed there. :

The ministry has made this clear to
them that police personnel from other
provinces could not be deployed in the
jurisdiction of [slamabad without per-
mission and neither the federal capital
administration has requested any
provincial povernment to send these
contingents to the city’s territory

These police heads have also been
told that in case of violalion of a law,
the capital police will swing inio
aciion,

Furthermore, even if the Center has
asked for the deployment of these
police contingents, the later will have
to comply with the instructions of
Islamabad Police INP

Mansehra: Five bodies
fished out from
Kunhar River

MAMNSEHRA: The rescue teams
have fished out five bodies from
Kunhar River in Mansehra, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa on Friday

Five people including three women
and a kid were swept away in flood-
water in Kunhar River The incident
ook place at vasious points of the
nver the police said,

The bodies include three women a
kid and an elderlv man, whose identi-
ties could not be ascertained
Meanwhile, all private and sovern-
ment schools are closed in Balakot
today amid rains and floods

A hotel and fifteen shops were also
swoept away in floodwater while a
market was also submerped in flood-
water in Mahandin area of Manschra

Meanwhile, with heavy rains con-
tinuing Lo batter parts of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP), Rash Moods dam-
aged houses and crops, blocked roads
and caused power outages 1n Swat
with several people to leave their
houses due to the damage caused by
the floodwater

Several houses and hotels were
flooded at Mingora by-pass. While the
road of Mingora by-pass was blocked
for any kind of travelling as it was
mundsted with the floodwater

Due to the nsk of a high-level flood
in the Swat nver, the admimistrabon
directed the residents to leave their
houses INP

Pakistan strongly
condemns
extra-judicial killing
of Pakistani prisoner
by Indian troops in
IHOJK

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has strong-
Iv condemned the extra-judicial
killing of a Pakistani civil prisoner,
Muhammad Al Hussain, by Indian
troops in Indian illegally occupied
Jammu and Kashmir,

Muhammad Ali Hussain had been
Juiled in Kot Bhalwal jail in Tammu
singe 2006, He was taken by Indian
troops the Amia area of Jammu and
killed in a staged-encounter, last week

The Foreign Office Sfokespermn in
a statemenl said, the Indian Charge
d"AfTaires in Islamabad was called 1o
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs today
and a strong protest was lodged on the
extra-judicial killing of Muhammad
Al Hussain. He said the Indian diplo-
mat was tofd that Mr Hussain’s death
under mysterious circumstances at a
location away from the prison, has
once again substantated Pakistan's
long-standing  position_that Indian
occupation forces in [IOJK are rou-
tincli involved in undertaking choreo-
graphed  attacks anmd extrajudicial
Eullmg:‘a of Pakistam and Kashmin
prisoners. “He was also remunded of
the case of Zia Mustafa, another
Pakistani prisoner, who was murdered
by Indian authonties in a similar fake
encounter last vear,” he said. The state-
ment said that it was underscored that
the nmnarrative being spun that
Wuhammad Al Hussain had allepedly
attacked the Indian INP

accumulated rainwater at Jinnah road near civil hospital after rain in

Deduction of govt
employees’ salaries
for flood victims
‘unconstitutional’

KARACHIL An assistant ses-
sion judoe has approached the
Sindh povernment against deduc-
tions from the salaries of the gov-
ernment emplovees for flood vie-
tims, terming the deductions as
unconstitutional

The assistant session judge dis-
trict west Karachi wrote a letter to
the finance secretary, saving that
even lands of the povernment
employees are affected from the
ongoing floods,

“Sindh High Court has already
made deductions in the month of
June,” he said, adding that the
sovernment emplovees relv on
their salaries and the harvest

He claimed that soch deduc-
tioms without the permission of the
employees  are aganst  the
Constiiution and demanded of the
finance ministry to halt such
deductions and return the money
to the employees.

He warned that if the money is

not returned then they would also
approach the Sindh high court.

1 is pertinent to mention here
that the govermnment has asked
people to donate generously for
the flood vichims nationwide after
the country suffered from the tor-
rential raing and flash Noods that
has displaced millions nationwide

On Thursday, Pakistan Army
officers and ﬁl federal cabinet
members have announced o
donate one month’s salary to flood
vicims According o the state-
ment issued by military’s media
wing, ammy officers have deposit-
ed ona month's salary in the flood
relief fund while others are also
giving financial dongtions on &
voluntary  basis "All  General
Officers of the Pakistan Army (all
Brigadiers, Major Generals,
Lieutenant Generals, and
Generals) have donated one
month's pay to go towards relief
and humanitarian aid/ration ITNP

IHC issues show-cause
notice to Imran in
contempt of court case

ISLAMABAL: The [slamabad
High Court (IHC)} on Fnday
issued a show-cause notice to for-
mer prime minister and PTI
Chairman Imran Khan in the con-
tempt of court case.

It was stated in the notice that
Imran's threatening remarks
against a female judge at a rally in
Islamabad’s F-9 Park amounted to
contempt. “Therefore, you appear
before the IHC bench on August
31, 2022 and explan as 10 why
contempt of court proceedings
should not be imtiated against
vou,” the notice read

It was farther stated in the
notice that the reason why the PTI
chairman made threatening and
insulting remarks  against  the
Judge because he wanted to get the
verdict of his choice in the case
which was sub judice at the

Islamabad High Court (IHC)

[t was alleged in the notice that
by making the objectionable
speech, the former prime minister
tried 1o obstruct justice

An anti-terronsm court (ATC)
in [Islamabad had yesterday
(Thursday, August 25, 2022)
approved an interim banl of former
prime mimster and  Pakistan
Tehreek-1-Insaf (PTI) Chairman
Imran Khan and directed the
authorities not 1o arrest lom untl
September  IImran  Khan
appeared before the anti-terrornism
court (ATC) in Islamabad and
filed a petition for pre-arrest bail
in a case of hurling threats at
police officers and a lady
judge The former premier adopied
m his petition that the police reg-
istered an anti-terrorism case
against him out NP

APHC-AJK pays tributes to
Hurriyat leaders on their

anniversarices
[SLAMABAD: The All finally sacrificed their lives.
Parties Hurrivat Conference The speakers paid tributes to

Azad Jammu and Kashmir
(APHC-AJK) chapter held a
condolence reference  in
Islamabad, today, to pay trib-
utes to Hurrivat leaders, advo-
cate Mushtag Ahmed Wani and
Dr Abdul Aala on their death
anniversaries.

The APHC-AJK  chapter
Convener, Mehmood Ahmed
Saghar chaired the condolence
reference. .

The speakers on the occasion
said that advecate Mushtag
Ahmad Wani and Dr Abdul Aala
started their political journey
with an organization " Al-Fatah',
formed for the liberation of
Kashmir and as members of this
organization they suffered the
hardships of imprisonment,

They said both leaders were
committed and worked day and
night to take the Kashmir free-
dom movement Fforward and

ISLAMABAD: Federal
press conference.

the two Kashmiri leaders and
said that they had always insist-
ed on a united front and the
unity was still needed. They
added that India was mas-
sacring the Kashmiri people and
wanted the Kashmiri people
give up their legitimate strug-
gle. The only way to stop the
treacherous enemy from its
intentions is umnity and consen-
sus, they maintained. At the end
of the meeting, prayers were
offered for the martyrs of
Kashmir and determination was
expressed to continue the liber-
ation movement till complete
success. The  meeting  was
attended by Muhammad Faroo
Rehmani, Ghulam Muhammag
Safi, Syed Yousuf Naseem,
Altal Hussain Wani, Shaikh
Abdul Mateen, Altaf Hussain
Butt, Syed Aijaz Rehmani,
Misar Mirza INP

/ : LR oo, i
Minister for Finance and Revenue Miftah Ismail addressing a

. The preliminary data, collected through multiple sources, showed that approximately 1.5 million heads of
livestock (goats, sheep, cows, buffaloes, etc ) were killed in the natural disaster putting the food security of the

country at rsk.

Furthermore, disaster managers operating in different parts of the provinces told that nearly 3 million acres
8,300 square km) of agricultural Tands were submerged which is likely 10 cause 20% reduction in agriculiur-
4 8 & \ &

al production this year,

ough estimates suggest agriculture damage in this vear's floods and rains will cross the Rs750 billion mark,

Mational Disaster

anagement Authority (NDMA) officials worry the scope of disaster and volume of

destruction may be larger than what is being perceived, perhaps may even break previous records of four floods

that impacted

akistan since 2004,

“Approximately 0.3 million acres of rice fields, 0.6 million acres of cotton crops, 0.3 million acres of sugar

cane crops, and
spoiled in the floods.

0.6 million of corn, maize, beans, pepper, red gram, pulses and animal fodder fields were

The initial findings also revealed that over 0.5 tonnes of wheat stockpile were also spoiled by floodwaters.
Million houses, 3,500km roads, 280 bridges damaged NP

Rain fury continues to decimate
population, infrastructure

ISLAMABAD: The flood water, originating from
heavy monsoon rains, confinues (o decimate the
population and infrastructure in Sindh and other
areas of the country on Friday

The flood situation Fersists in Khairpur Mathan

lages have been submerzed,
and more than 300 houses have been destroyved

Collectively, as many as 466 villages have been
affected while more than 1,000 houses have been

Shah as another 200 vi

destroved.

According to the locals, no one of the authorities
concerned has come for their aid “The flood has
washed away everything,” they said

Besides, urban flooding threat to Khairpur
Mathan Shah and Mehar
water has entered both the cities,

Flood water was already accumulated all around
the two cities. There is two feet high rain water
accumulated on Sindh-Punjab National Highway,

In Lower Dir, the flood has wreaked havoc on the
local population, leaving three children dead and
many with critical injuries

The food water has destroved crops. hotels,
bridges, communication roads and markets. The
administration has issued an alert regarding the

flood threat

In Kot Diji, the local district and tehsil adminis-
tration and the elected representatives are absent
from the scene as the flood is playing havoc with
the population of Bapho Union Council.

More than 100 villages and their inhabitants have
been affected by flood, but the elected representa-
tives and the administration have not yvet responded

Nawaz Sharif,
Asif Zardari
among others
booked under
penal laws

PESHAWAR. Former
President Asif Zardan,
PML-MN supremo Mawaz
Shanf, Jamiat Ulema-i-
Islam-Fazl (JUI-F) chief
Maulana Faziur Kehman
and others have been
booked under penal laws
at & police station in Dera
Ismail Khan, :

According to details,
the case was registered
under penal laws on the
complaint of additional
assistant  commissioner
revenue Munmir Ahmed at
Cantt police station i D1
Khan.

Besides, Mawaz Sharif,
Maulana Fazlur Eehman,
Asif  Zardari, Interior
Minister Rana Sanaullah,
Capt (retd) Safdar and
PTI leader Shahbaz Gill
were also booked in the
case under penal laws.

Cases have been regis-
tered in the country
against politicians across
the divide with sedition
cases being filed against
Imran Khan and s chief
of staff Shahbaz  Gill
while Punjab and KP gov-
ernments {mw_: also regis-
tered  terrorism  cases
against their opponents,

A first  information
report (FIR) was filed
against Intenor Minister
and PML-MN leader Rana
Sanaullah under the Anti-
Temrorism Act in Gujrat’s
Industrial Area Police
Station on Thursday,

On Thursday, Imran
Khan was granted bail
from the anti-terrorism
court until September 0]
in a case [led under ter-
rorism charges for hreal-
ening a female judge and
Islamabad police offi-
cials INP

PTA says
cellular
services

affected in

Balochistan
after rains,
floods

ISLAMABAD:  The
P a k i s t a n
Telecommunication
Authonty (PTA) has said
on Friday that cellular
services had been disrmupt-
ed due to damage caused
by monsoon rains and
flash  floods n
Balochistan

The PTA spokesperson
said the services had been
allected in Quetta, Fiaral,
Khuzdar, Loralai, Pishin,
Chaman, Panjgur, Fhob,
Oila Salt‘ul]aﬂ and Oila
Abdullah because of dam-
age to optical fibre cables.

Efforts are being made
to resolve the issue of
voice and data services
PTA is monitoring INP

Union
sky,

to the disaster. .
Besides, a wide breach also occurred in Mirwah
Canal, and the locals had to plug that breach on a
sell’—hel(]::- basis. The flood-hit people of Bhapo
ouncil are forced to live under the open

They have been waiting for help by the govern-
ment for the past several days, but the administra-
tion is yet to come for their aid

Various diseases diarrhea, malaria, fever, etc.

ag increased as flood
ment an

Warnings.

have also broken out among the people affected by
rain and flood

Mo measures For the health of the people have yel
been taken; the flood-hit [;enple have announced
protesting against the neg
the administration.

In Tangwani, the flood water has started to enter
the city. The administration has failed 1o keep the
flood water from entering the city despite repeated

igence of the govern-

The panic-stricken citizens of Tangwani city

have started migrating to safer places. Due to the

rains, more than 6,000 mud houses collapsed in
Tangwani tehsil
Besides, standing crops over thousands of acres

have been destroved, and fish farms have also been

tents. INP

washed away in

In Qambar Shahdadkot, devastation due to rains
continues as more than 300 houses have collapsed,
and the affected people are forced to live the hife of
nomads. A temporary camp has been set up on Rice
Canal where people are strugeling to get meals and

oo

Flash floods wreak havoc in Swat,
damage houses and block roads

- SWAT: With heavy rains continu-
ing to batter parts of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP), flash floods
damaged houses and crops, blocked
roads and caused power outages in
Swat with several people to leave
their houses due to the damage
caused by the floodwater

Several houses and hotels were
flooded at Mingora by-pass. While
the road of Mingora by-pass was
blocked for any kind of travelling as
it was inundated with the floodwa-
ter.

Due to the nsk of a high-level
flood in the Swat niver, the adminis-
tration  directed the residents 1o
leave their houses

On the other hand, due to the
floodwater of the Chenab river, resi-
dents have been facing food short-
ages, power outages, The people
have lost their lands and ammals
Their houses have also been swept

away with the flashflood. The peon-
ple of the area are living under the
sky without any roof or shelter

Meanwhile, the Khyvber
Pakhtunkhwa Disaster Management
Authority has issued flood advisory
for Swat river at Khwazakhela point.

In a press release, the Authority
said the water flow in Swat river has
reached “high to very high™ flood
level which may cnu-.‘.&_ﬂ_'au rerous
situation for the communities living
near the river bank.

Directives have been issued to the
District Administration to take pre-
cautionary measures to avert any
untoward situation,

The PDMA also directed con-
cerned authorities to monitor the
water flow of rivers continuously
and remained alert.

People can contact PDMA on its
helpling 1700 in case of any emer-
gency. INP

-

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif chairs a meeting of select

Islamabad-bhased Ambassadors, High Commissioners and other senior mem-

bers of the diplomatic corps.

Pakistan lodges protest
with India over killing of Pakistani
civil prisoner in IIOJK

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on Friday
summoned the Indian  Charge
d*Affaires in Islamabad to foreign
ministry to lodge a strong protest on
the extra-judicial killing of  a
Pakistani civil prisoner by Indian
Occupation  Forces in a  fake
encounter in the Indian [llegally
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir.

The Indian forces had extrajudi-
cially killed Pakistani prisoner,
Mubammad Ali Hussain, who had
been jailed in Kot Bhalwal Prison in
the IIOJK since 2006,

The Indian diplomat was told that
Hussain's death under mysterious cir-
cumstances at a location away from
the prison, had once again substanti-
ated Pakistan's long-standing posi-
tion that Indian Occupation Forces in
the TTOIK are routinely involved in
undertaking choreographed attacks
and extrajudicial killings of Pakistani
and Kashmin prisoners

He was also reminded of the case of
Zia Mustafa, another Pakistani pris-
oner, who was murdered by Indian

authorities in a similar fake encounter
last year

It was underscored that the narra-
tive being spun that Mubhammad Al
Hussain had allegedly attacked the
security forces and attempted to
escape when he was being taken to a
suspected weapons smugglmg site
was not only fallacious but deceptive,
the Foreign Office spokesperson said,

He said the reality was tha
Hussain's death was nothing bul cold-
blooded murder Pakistan™s serious
concerns over the safety, securnity and
well-being of other Pakistani prison-
ers in Indian custody were also
raised. While outrightly rejecting the
implausible explanation proffered in
the case of Muhammed Ali Hussain,
Pakistan has demanded that the
Indian government must immediately
share the details of this particular
incident Pakistan sought a credible
post-mortem report to determine the
cause of death and undertake a trans-
parent investigation to bring to
account whoever 15 responsible INP

Only way to avoid devastation
caused by floods is constructions
of dams: Imran Khan
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