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Foreign aid for flood
victims to help stabilize
rupee: Ahsan Iqgbal

Facilities to be improved
at Quetta Airport: Civil
Aviation Minister

Education of 386000 students

at risk i.

Syed Ali Shah Analysis

The education of 3,856,000
students is at risk in flood-
affected areas of Balochistan.
Floods and heavy rainfall dam-

aged around 3000 govern-
ment-min g;:nmary, middle and
high schools = across  the
province,

The damage to schools
across Balochistan has affected
the schooling of 3.86.000 stu-
dents. This figure is as per the
data shared by the Balochistan
Secondary Education
Department. Although, the
independent sources put the
number of sudents and dam-
aged schools higher than whal
is being quoted by the officials

Floods damaged
this school in interior
Balochistan: Photo
provided by UNICEF

The out-of-school children
ratic in Balochistan 15 already
higher than in the rest of the
country. The education depart-
ment admits that still, over |
million children are out of
school in the province, lagging
behind other provinces o
Pakistan in all key social indi-
cators,

Reconstruction of
schools a major challenge
for the government

The recent monsoon has fur-
ther compounded the problems
of swudents. The number of
ﬁovmmem—r_un primaty, mid-

le and high schools n
Balochistan 1s over 15,000, The
reconstruction. of 3,000 dam-
aged schools is a major chal-
lenge for the provincial govern-
ment, which appears to be least

[

-QIJ ETTA: A gypsy family is setting up tents for accom-

modation on the roadside of Samungli Raod.

Foreign aid for flood

victims to help stabilize
rupee: Ahsan Igbal

KHAIRPUR NATHAN SHAH:
Minister for Planning,
Development and Special
Initiatives Ahsan Igbal Sunday said
that the foreign aid being received
tor the flood victims in the country
could help stabilize the Pakistani

Ru;;ee. .

_ He said although the country had
taced more than 330 billion in loss-
s due to the recent floads and tor-
rential rains across the country, but
Pakistan’s economy was able to
come out of the crisis.

He was talking to media persons
during his visit to the flood-hit
areas of Tehsil Khairpur Nathan
Shah, Sindh,

He said at this time, everybody
should participate in the relief
activities rather than engaging in
politics.

The minister also reviewed the
relief camp in the area established
by the Pakistan Mavy. He was
briefed on the navy's rescue mis-
sion and relief activities.

Ahsan Igbal, who also heads

MNational =~ Flood Response
Coordination  Center, inquired
about the difficulties being faced
by the local administration, civil
spciety and the people residing in
the camp. ;
_ He said the climate change
issues had brought disaster in the
country but the spirit of Pakistani
nation was indomitable to owver-
come this disaster with unity and
solidarity. He said even a developed
country could not cope with such a
huge destruction, but the people of
Pakistan, the federal and provincial
{_ggvermnens& civil socieif and the
riendly countries were all working
together 1o get out of this calamity.
Ahsan sard humanity was reeling
from this calamity as the problems
of the ]ﬁmple affected by the floods
were huge™It is duty of every
Pakistani who is spared from the
ravages of floods to contribute 1o
the rehabilitation of the victims”
he said adding that children and
women among the most vulnerable
due to food shortage INP
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Noshki:
Police arrest

3 kidnappers one

person recovered

NEWS DESK

Moshki; Police arrested three
accused invelved in demanding
ransom and recovered one person.

Three su?pe:ts involved in the kid-
napping for ransom of a young by

were arrested, police sources sai

“The kidnappers were demanding
Rs 6 Million for the release of our
spn”, the parents of the young boy
told 1n a press conference at Police
Station Moshki. )

Superintendent of Police gSPl
Ghulam Hussain Bajoi and SHO
Sanaullah Mengal said that the
complainant hakeel Ahmed
Barich filed an_ application that
unknown people hagg:idnapped his
cousin and they were demanding a
ransom of Rs%} lakh.

On the instructions of DIG
Rukhshan Mr. Mazir Ahmed Kurd,
the police started an investigation.
Dunng the investigation, the police
along with the ATF raded a house
located in the area of 77Tariz,
where three kidnappers involved in
kidnapping for ransom were pres-
ent.

The police recovered an X
Corolla, a 125 motorcycle, and a
pistol used in the cime of kidnap-
ping for ransom.  The police also
detaned four suspicious persons
who are being investigated.

A4 cash reward of one lakh
rqucs was given to the 5P and the
police team for the successful
operation.

n Balochistan

bothered about the state of edu-
cation in the province.

So far, the data is only shared
at the departmental level, The
government has not spoken
gbout the reconstruction of
damaged schools and resuming
educational -activities there.
UNICEF has only established
22 temporary leaming centers
(TLCs) with over 2,000 enroll-
ments. This is simply nothin
as compared 1o the number
students deprived of education,

Govt, opposition
solely focusing on
PSDP

The provincial coalition gov-
ernment and the ‘friendiy’
opposition have solely focused
on their schemes in the Public
Sector Development Program
(PSDP) 2022-23. They want to
get the schemes completed and
implemented by  hook  and
crook and uttered not a single
word about the reconstruction
of damaged schools.

The  recomstruction of
schools and ensunng the avail-
ability of basic facilities would
require billions of rupees. The
lives of students should not be
put at peril to study in damaged
classrooms as anytime the dam-
aged rooms and walls can col-
lapse, So no risk should be
taken in this recard

The Balochistan govern-
ment, UNICEF and other non-
govemnmental organizations on
national and international lev-
els working for the promaotion
of education should take notice
of the situation and ensure the
reconstruction  of  damaged
schools. Then, the studenis
should be allowed to keep con-
- tinue their stalled studies.

A miner di

CM Bizenjo in
trouble after JUI
demands attractive
portfolios: Achakzai

Sardar Muhammad Khondai

CHAMAN: Parliamentary leader Awami
Mational Party (ANP), Asghar Khan Achakzai on
Sunday said the Chief Minister Mir Quddus
Bizenjo was in trouble after the Jamiat ul Ulema
e Islam (JUT) demanded attractive porifolios.

“JUl F demands attractive ministries”, Mr,
Achakzar told reporters. He noted that it was
very difficult for the Chief Minister to withdraw

e NS9O LLUB

portfolios from his own party members. His
remarks have come after the mainstream opposi-
tion party i.e. JUl F lawmakers gathered in
Islamabad to meet Maulana Fazal ur Rehman to
seek his consent about their participation in the
coalition government.

The religious party is yet to make a formal
announcement in this regard. However, sources
said the party has been seriously considering the
option of becoming an ally in the Mir Quddus
Bizenjo-led government in Balochistan.

“There is no opposition in Balochistan
Assembly”, Asghar Achakzai said. He said JUI F
and Balochistan National Party (Mengal) had
already extended their full support to the CM
Balochistan in the no-confidence motion.

Asghar Achakzai said that the religious party
was least bothered about the miseries of the peo-
ple of Balochistan rather they were striving to
get attractive mimistries. “We would raise our
voice against every justice”™, he stated,

es in Dukki

coal mine incident

Hussain Zarkoon

A miner died mm a coal mine
incident in Balochistan’s Dukk:
distriet on Saturday mornimng.
Levies sources said the miner
was working deep inside the
mine when a landslide hit him,
The coal miner was dead on the
spot. s

The viectm was identified as
Shahid Akbar, a resident of
Swat Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Rescue workers reached the
spot and retrieved the dead
body of the miner from the
mine, _

Rescue workers shifted the

dead body to district headquar-  Such

incidents

i
miners”,

Pir

mside coal oor  coal

ters hospital Dukki. The hospi-
tal administration handed over
the dead body to the victim’s
heirs after the completion of
necessary official procedures.
Hazardous working condi-

mines of Dukki, Hamai, Mach,
Bolan, Chamalang and other
areas of Balochistan are the
order of the day.

Despite repeated appeals. the
Balochistan government has

Auhammad Kakar, the central
leader of All Pakistan Mines
and Minerals Association said.

Mr. Kakar demanded of the
provincial government to
improve working conditions for

tions inside the coal mines of
Balochistan have claimed thou-
sands of precious human lives,

failed to improve working con-
ditions for the coal miners. “No
safety arrangements for the

the poor coal miners in coal
mines located in various parts
of the province

Facilities to be improved at Quetta
Airport: Civil Aviation Minister

Stall Reporter

Civil Aviation Minister, Khwaja Saad Rafique
visited the Quetta Airport on Friday. The Civil
Aviation Mimister reviewed passenger facilities at
the Quetta Airport and directed the Airport authori-
ties to bring more improvements.

The authorities of Civil Aviation and Pakistan
International Airlines (PIA} briefed the minister
MNational Airline PLA is operating airline services
from CQuetta to the 3 main cities of the country 1.e
Islamabad, Lahore, and Karachi. A private airline is
also runming weekly 3 airline services from
Islamabad.

" The other private airhnes of the country should

also start their airline services with Quetta Airport”,
Mimister Civil Aviation Stated,

Khwaja Saad Rafique told that It 15 our national
duty to connect the far-flung areas of the country
with each other through aerial conneetion

The minister also visited the Hirak area of Bolan
where an ancient British-built bridge collapsed due
to the flash floods. The railway track was damaged
in 104 locations, and even in some areas, the rail-
way track was completely flooded. In this situation,
it was not possible for the ratlway authonties to
functionalize their traim services

However, the Minister assured that the railwa
track with [ran at Taftan will be restored by the 3!]1?[
of September, and railway services will be function-
al as soon as possible.

Pakistan mulls importing Russia oil on deferred payment

ISLAMABAD:Pakistan can import oil from Russia on deferred pay-
ment as both countries are in talks to discuss the possibility, a senior goy-
ernment functionary revealed on Sunday after the recent meeting between
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and Russian President Vladimir Putin on
the sidelines of Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO} in Samarkand.

The official, who was
Express Tribune that P

rt of the

prime minister’s delegation, told The
Shehbaz at least held three meetings

with

President Putin. "One was formal and the rest were informal," the official,
who requested anonymity because of the sensitivity of the issue, added.

The official, when asked, rejected claims of 1 f
there was any proposal on the table for importing oil from

counted rate.

of the previcus ﬁﬂ::jg";l:ﬂdtj ;f

_"What we have discussed during the recent interaction with the Russian
side is the possibility of importing oil on deferred payment," the official

said

Russia has shown inclination to consider the proposal, the official said.

If the proposal is meterlised it will be a landmark devel
that Pakistan imports cil from Gulf countries and in the past

ment given
i ﬁ?ﬁhia

and UAE supplied Pakistan o1l on deferred payment.

It is not clear if the government can pursug the option given the likely
sition from the United States. .
source in the foreign office disclosed that the US has never explicitly

asked Pakistan not to import cil from Russia but "advised us that it is bef-
ter if we don't enter into such venture with Russia”,

Former prime minister Imran Khan has repeatedly accused the US for

being behind his ouster in April. Tmran said he was punished for pursuing

Pakistan
e transcr
and his sup

visit Moscow.

trons.

an ‘independent forei - hi; T ]
with Russia, The US Ras always demed meddling in the internal affairs of

The Russian strongman mugiht lgmgr:&s on Pakistan Steam Gas Pipel
as well as making offer 1o | akistan

as pipeline project, in lim ce 2 i
I('335'.”11 in Karachi to Punjab. The pipeline will be la J
ny but the work on the project is vet to kick off because of likely LIS sanc-

policy” particularly for his efforts to deepen ties

The recent meeting between Shehbaz and Putin, according to observers,
d':gﬁg:lled such conspiracy theories. ;

released by the Russia side after the meeting between

Shehbaz and Putin did not drop any hint if Moscow was not willing to

work with the new government often labelled as the LTS "puppet” by Imiran

rers,
Putin wl%cile stressing that Russia viewed Pakistan as priority in
Southeast Asia and Asia overall had invited Prime Minister Shehbaz to

ine
gns through pipeline. The steam
L will supJJy LNG from Port

id by Russian compa-

er to supply

since 201

Defense Minister Khawja Asif told a news conference on Saturday that

Russia also offered supply of wheat to Pakistan in view of the potential
shortage of food grain due to the devastating floods that have caused mas-
sive damage to the crops, : : !

Initial estimates suggest that agriculture growth in Pakistan may con-
traci for the first time in more than two decades. The standing waters in
Sindh may delay the sowing of wheat this season triggering the shortage.
Russia is one of the largest exporters of wheat Web Desk
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Balochistan needs

Sliter Asim Khan
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inclusive development

Balochistan, the country’s resource-rich province is la
all other provinces in terms of key social indicators inclu
tion, health, sanitation, clean drinking water etc, Misman
dicious distribution of devel

ment

ical commitments are the underlying reasons

the province.

ﬁi_ng behind
ing educa-
ement, Inju-

nds coupled with a lack of polit-
hind backwardness of

Track record shows, successive governments have always launched
politically motivated development schemes to please their influential
supporters, Constituency, individual and political schemes always dom-

inated the Public Sector Development Program (PSDP)

in every year's

financial budget. Nexus among the Chief Minister’s Secretariat, the
Planning Development and Finance Department continue to deprive the
constituencies of other lawmakers.

Opposition's constituencies were ign . .
Opposition lawmakers constituencies remained i

ored

ored during last

three-years of former chiel minister, Jam Kamal Khan’s government.
Despite agitation in and outside the assemhlly. '
ers were not able to force government to allocate funds for their con-

stituencies.

the opposition lawmak-

This is trony of fate that the mandate of the lawmakers is to frame
laws since the assemblies are called legislative assemblies. But legisla-
tors are least bothered about the legislation rather they take keen inter-

est in construction of roads, buildings etc. That’s why

provincial goy-

ernments prefer not to hold local bodies elections rather decentraliza-
tion of development projects.

Devel

opment deficit of Balochistan is likely to be Rs. 100b

Balochistan government announced to have allocated Rs. 172 bs for
the PSDP during the financial year 2021-22. However, currently the
government has more than Rs. 40bs as per the statement of ruling
party’s Spokesman Sardar Abdul Rehman Khetran. The province has
already spent Rs. 40bs and it has more than 40bs for the remaining year.
It means the deficit is close to Rs. 100bs, .

Chief Minister :Quddua Bizenjo needs to put his house in order and

i

introduce a strict

projects. The government s

cou
words now.

nancial I124:}[:'1: to ensure completion of development
] I ould ensure inclusive development and end
the ‘practme of exclusive development so that this backward

d come at par with other parts of the country. Action should match

rovInce

EDITORIAL

Monday,September, 19,2022 Quetta Voice

According to  Climate
C ¢ Performance Index
{CCPI), Pakistan is the Sth
most vulnerable country. to
climate change. Pakistan
will face a 526 billion annu-
al loss, The greenhouse gas
CIMISS1S Pakistan are
0.7% which is nearly negli-
gible, Greenhouse gases are
resulting in the increase in
temperature of the planet

Pakistan received heavy
rainfall in this monscon.
The runfall was followed
by extreme flash floods in
many parts of the country,
The 3 provinces Khyber
Pakhtun khwai KPK),
Sindh. and Balochistan par-
ticularly received heavy
rainfall and foods. Till now
most damages are recorded
in the Balochistan province.

Balochistan is the miost

vulnerable 1o climate
change:

Balochistan is the most
vulnerable province of

Pakistan to climate change,
Many times this province
has faced different types of
natural disasters due o eli-
mate change. Drought is the
major threat to Balochistan
a3 Barkan the district of
Balochistan faced a pro-
longed drouwght of 22
months from P99 o 2002,
and Quetta experienced
severe droughts in 200,
200, and 2008, Dunng this
mMOnsGon SCREON,
Balochistan faced extreme
floods in almost every pant
of the province.

Houses damaged in
Cuetta

Vulnerability
Pakistan to Climat

= = T

The foods swept away
dams and destroved the
bmldings, houses, moads,
and hri%;us in Balochistan,
KPK, and Smdh. The com-
munication  links  werg
destroved by the merciless
waves of the flash floods,
Thiz resulted in the break-

o

down of physical communi-
cation between the
rovinges. The provinces
ced food shortages, as all
of the roads were broken
and the bridges collapsed.
Train service was also sus-
pended due to the col
of a bridge in Bolan, a dis-

trict of Balochistan. Punjab
15 also facing smog and
heatwave as a result of cli-
mate change. Sometimes

the density of smog
becomes such high as the
transportation SyEten

remains suspended even for
days,

Balochistan totally para-
hvzed dus to floods;

The  flood  waves
destroved the infrastructurn:
i Balochistan. The pnimars
source  of imcome  for
Balochistan’s 85 percent
population 15 agricaliural
Floods destroved crops on

of Balochistan
e Change

large scale, and people
faced economic iszues, Life
in the province was totally
paralvzed as it faced a pro-
longed Sui pas suspension,
no electricity. a shortage of
food items, and no mobile
network, The govemment
announced 7 days holiday
for all educational institu-
tions in the provinees, due to
the continuous floods,

The floods claimed many
precious human lives. Most
of them were children,
women, and aged men. The

rovincial government and
Eﬁd:l’ﬂi government seemed
very weak to cope with the
situation,  Balochistan's
ermment called for the
istan Military to be sta-
tioned in the different food-
affected areas of the
province in order to handie
the unwanted incidents.

The Mational Disaster
Mana BDG ment
Authority{NDMA)  and
Provincial Dizaster
Management
Authorit(PDMA) need o
make disaster management
plans to handle such situa-
tions, It shoold highly train
its employees so that human
lives can be saved

Dams must be built on
emergency bases to prevent
fioods and store water for
drought-like situations. The
dam construction work
shonld be stnctly supervised
to inorease the construction
quality of the dams. The
provincial govemment must
ensure zero encroachment
in the waterwavs.

Pakistan as a developing

country nceds the cra-
tion of the International
COMIMIITY
Pakistan's economy is
mainly based on agrculture
and <¢limate change s
adverscly  affecting  its
crops, Climate change s
having an impact on the sca-
sonal conditions of Pakistan
in which summers will gﬁ
fonger and winters will be
shorter. Pakistan is econom-
ically weak and it is difficult
for the country to fight cli-
mate change. As a develop-
ing country, it has limited
resources and poverty IS
spread all over the country.
The average daily income of
more than half of the popu-
lation is around 2 dollars,
Bridge coll in khuz-
dar distnet of Balochistan
The highest emitters of
greenhouse pases are devel-
) countries.
Interestinglv only 10 coun-
tries emit 6% percent of the
ﬁcreenhouse gazes. Pakistan
ing a signatory of the
Paris agrecment on climate
change amd being the least
emifter of greenhouse pas
needs the coopemation of the
international community to
help it to fight agamst cli-
mate change
The author is a student of
Software Engineering at the
Balochistan University of

Information  Technology
Engineerng and
Management Sciences

(BUITEMS). He frequently
writes about leoming threat
of climate change and glob-
al warming in Balochistan
and Paki

Not by elections alone

These are times that,
in Thomas Paine's
words,  “try  men’s
souls”, And: “The sum-
mer soldier and the sun-
shine patriot will, in this
crisis, shnnk from the
service of their country;
but he that stands by it
now will deserves the
love and thanks of men
and women™ .

Yes, a state of cnsis
remains  endemic  in
Pakistan. We can con-
stantly hear the muffled
sounds of things falling
apart. The centre has
almost mever held. At
thiz time, however, the
sense of alarm has

aked. To now invoke

eats: “The best lack all
conviction while the
worst | Are full of pas-
sionate intensity™. In his
apocalyptic  premoni-
tion, the t could see
that “surely, some reve-
lation is at hand™

I am sorry for these
rather metaphorical
reflections on a situation
that is so hard to com-
prehend and so unbear-
able in its stark reality.
One cannol even imag-
ine the misery of such a
large chunk of our popu-
latton that is directly
affected by the floods
and its lethal conse-
guences. In addition, the
entire country 15 con-
fronted with challenges
that boggle the mind. A
sensitive and sensible
Pakistani would rightly
be in a state of depres-
sion and acute emotional
distress,

1 confess to being very
upset and distraught in
the face of a nising wave

of economic, political
and social disruptions.
Unfortunately, the
tragedy of the foods and
the magnitude of the
human misery that they
have caused have not
brought the nation
together. On the other
hand, confrontation in
the political arena is
becoming more antago-
nistic and this animosity
1% beginning to cast its
shadows on the working
of our national institu-
tions.

Striding on the polifi-
cal stage 1s Imran Khan,
energizing his large fol-
lowing in a manner that
has distracted attention
from the floods and the
urgent need for relief
and rehabilitation, There
have been a few some-
what cosmetic visits to
affected areas but the
fury of the former prime
mimister is exclusively

directed against the
present, ‘imported’
regime.

leanwhile, suspense
is building up aboul how
the PTI leader would
cope with his coming
encounters in the courts
of law and if he would
be disqualified in this
process, There are dire
threats of agitation and
opular revolt if Imran
han were to be award-
ed with a disqualifica-
tion verdict, This means
that a spell of chaos and
disorder is very much
ensured because lmran
Khan also keeps promis-
ing a long march on
Islamabad 1t his demand
for fresh national elec-
tions is not accepted.

I am desisting from
taking note of or inter-
prefing many statements
and moves made by the
PTI leader this week to
add to the tally of his L-
turns and reversals in his
political stance, such as
those involving the
choice of the next chief
of army staff and a dal-
liance with the
Americans, who were
supposed to have facili-
tated his ouster from
power in April.

But there is consisten-
cy in Imran Khan's
demand for fresh nation-
a elections
Unprecedented floods
and other national emer-

encies have failed to
eflect his  attention
from this campaign On
Thursday, he reiterated
this demand in a video
address. He argued that
only fresh elections
would save Pakistan
from its present guag-
mire and foster economs-
ic and political stability.

Though the present
coalition government is
not willing to go for
snap dpni!s and has
decided to stay in office
until the national elec-
tions are due almost a
year from mow, there is
no harm in considering
the pros and cons of this
proposal in the existing
ciroumstances,

As for Imran Khan, he
views himself to be rid-
ing a wave and in no
need for the hiddén hand
of the mneutrals that
helped him in 2018, But
he himself is creatin
conditions in  whic
political peace and sta-

bility have become elu-
sive. An election cam-
paign is sure to raise the
temperature and subvert
any attempl to bring the
nation together to build
for the future. Ewven
without any distractions,
national elections tum
the country upside
down,

If elections are meant
to strengthen the demo-
cratic foundation of our
polity, the outcome
would hardly be propi-
tious without the induc-
tion of democratic wval-
ues of tolerance, rule of
law and respect for the
fundament human
rights of the citizens. It
is widely acknowledged
that elections alone do
nol & democracy make,
Apparently, survival of
democracy in Pakistan is
becoming more and
more tenuous even when
any other option would
be zuicidal

In a statement issued
on  Thursday, which
marked  International
Day of Democracy,
Senator Raza Rabbani
made certain points that
are notable. He said that
democracy is tottering in
Pakistan and the strug-
Eh: and sufferings of

undreds of thousands
of political workers are
being sacnificed at the
altar of personal ambi-
tions, ego and compro-
mises,

“There are two
Pakistans”, he remarked,
“One  1s drowned

Pakistan and the other is
the elite's Pakistan. This
apathy towards the suf-
ferings of millions is a

threat to democracy”. In
his view, the politiciza-
tion of the army chief™s
appointment was also a
threat to democracy,
But if democracy is
under siege, what else is
in the o m,i;'? PTI lead-
ers, particularly Fawad
Chaudhry, have often
frightened their adver-
sarnes with 2 mass
revoll. Imran Khan has
repeatedly said that if
elections  are  nol
announced, he would
give a “call to the
nation™. A call to the
nation to do what? Is the
PTI a revciuhlinna;y
stronger than the
?na;nﬁt of mf' state?
bviously, the PTI
cannot masquerade as a
party of the poor and the
underprivileged whose
immortal longings for
freedom and social jus-
tice have remained
unrequited. When the
Taliban took over
Afghanistan in Auogust
last year, Imran Khan
was prime minister and
he proclaimed  that
Afghanistan had broken
“the shackles of slav-

ey’

r"{s he pleased with the
reports that members of
the banned Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
were again surfacing in
Swat?  Sadly, Imran
Khan's followers do not
care about what he says
and believes in, His lack
of fidelity to any specif-
¢ values does not mat-
ter. And this, in addition
te other burdens we
carry, puts Pakistan in a
very dangerous posi-
tion.

g the [oods

SWeep  across

much ol

Pakistan, thev

have highlight-

ed the n%ehedg?ar

roper waler management.

t was in the 6= when

Prezident Avub Khan built

the Warsak, Mangla and

Tarbela dams. Little work

on new dam construction

has been done in the subse-
quent 50 years.

In contrast China has
constructed 80,000 Tar
dams, and India has bult
over 5000 large dams while
Pakistan has only two bi
dams. I Pakistan too. ha
built about a thousand |arge
dams, much of the water
that is causing national
devastation could have
been stored and wsed both
for agricullure as well as
for elecinicity generation,

The comniry's nver sys-
tems are dependent on
melting of glaciers in the
snow-covered Himalavas
and with global warming,
increased flooding is 1o be
expected both in terms of
overfllowing rivers as well
as flash flooding due to
mnusually heavy rains, as
has happenad now. The

waler storage capacity of
Pakistan in ﬁ'le lmﬂ:lﬂasin
is hardly 30 davs whereas
India has a storage o iy
of about 200 dovs while in
Australia and US  this
capacity 15 about 900 days,
It 13 imperative that a well-
thought-out water manage-
meni sirategy iz urgently
implemented as the present
floods are likely to be a
regular feature with further
intensification over the
next few decades, on
account of global warming
But dam construction is
only one of the major prob-
lems facing Pakisian. The

country has dismally failed
to tap into iis real wealth,
our children, by neglecting
education. Our planning
ministry needs to drastical-
ly change the overall direc-
tons of the country 1o a
technology driven knowl-
edge economy, Innovation
leading to creation of dis-
ruptive businesses must
become the national priori-
tv. For this it is important
e promote the venture
slari-up eco sysiem,

_ Pakisian’s main problem
is that ils exports are al a
miserable level of about
$30 billion since we are
gxporting only low value
textiles, agrcultural prod-
ucis eic. We ne lo
emerge from this low value
trap and start manufactur-
inﬁ and exporting high
value products such as
glectronics, engineenng
goods, aulomobiles, new
solar energy technologies.
pharmaceuticals as well as
Al products such as those
based o Artificial
Intelligence, Intemer of
Things eic.

To achieve this, a num-
ber of steps need to be
taken. Our umiversities and
research centers musl inte-
grate innovation and entre-
preneurship into their pro-
grammes. Universities
today are harbingers of
change. They can act as the
platforms.  from  which
thousands of successful
start-ups can sprout up.
Technology Parks need (o
be made an integral aof
all universities, and gov-
ermment sup?arl [0 univer-
sity budgets linked 1o their
SUCCESS In promoting new
businesses and enhancing
national exports,

One_excellenl model is
that of the University of
Cambridge 1 know the uni-

Future directions

By Atta-ur-Rahman

versity well as | spent over
eight vears there first for
myv PhD and later as
Fellow of Kings College
Cambridge. This associa-
ticn has continued over the
last 50 vears, A larpe
Science Park is associated
with Cambridge Universily
which has been the home
to thousands of new stari-
up companies in high tach
fields. Established in 1970
by Trinity ~ College,
Cambridge Science Park is
tpdey Europe’s largest cen-
tre for commercial research
and development,
Cambridge city is mow
home to some of the
fastest-growing tech com-
ieg in the UK such as
arkirace, GeoSpock and
more, These companies
have been estimated fo
have an annual turmover of
GBP2 4 hillion.

There are huge opportu-
nities in Fakistan in many
sectors that remain unex-
ploited including waste
recveling, mineral extrac-
fion  and  processing,
advanced agriculture and
energy storage systems.
Our universities need to be
upgraded with high qualitv
faculty, and technology
parks established within
them 1o foster new start-up
companies, They should be
given  liberal  research
ﬁ?;ﬁm in both applied and

ic areas of science, for
technology  developmin|
and for social sciences. The
private sector has a pivotal
role to play in these efforis
by investing in Research
and Development -- this is
almost absent in Pakistan,
The government can help
j&lm start the E.:r'wals seclor
efforts by giving tax
breaks to industry invesl-
ing in research and devel-

opment

Where stands the National Assembly_?_

The Mational Assembly
of Pakistan is the omnly
ularly elected federal
ouse where 272 seats are
allocated to each
province and the federal
capital on the basis of
population. Members of
the Mational Assembly
are elected every five
vears on these 272 seats
across the country and
represent the over 220
million  eitizens  of
Pakistan alongside
MMNAs on reserved seats
for women and non-
Mushm minorities.

The core functions of a
legislative assembly in
any democracy are to rep-
resent citizens, legislate
and to oversee the elected
government.  Effective
exercise of these powers
has not only built func-
tional, established and
mature democracies, but
fulfilling these responsi-
bilittes is also crucial in
young democracies
where conduct of assem-
blies helps establish dem-
ocratic norms  alongside
instituting effective dem-
ooratic governance.

Like  other global
democracies, these func-
tions are elaborately laid
down in our constitution.
From qualifications on
who can contest election
to assembly tenure and
from procedure of intro-
ducing and passing laws
to details on the most cru-
cial power of the assem-
bly on scrutinizing and
passing the federal budg-
et, a long chapter on par-
liament in our constifu-
ton coversitall.
_How does the legisla-
tive assembly exercise
these constitutional
responsibilities? PILDAT
has been analyzing this
question periodically by

looking at the assembly's
performance in law-mak-
ng, assembly debates
and questions raised,
ﬂvﬂ'ﬂé‘lt_ﬂf Eovermment
by committees and other
key performance indica-

tors.

While PILDAT looks
at a whole host of per-
formance indicators, let
us discuss just a few basic
ones, For instance, how
congistently are asssmhi};
gessions held m & yea
Even though we have
completed five-year
tenures of three succes-
sive national assemblies
since 2002 and the cur-
rent and 15th Mational
Assembly has completed
four years out of its five-
year tenure, there is no set
calendar of assembly ses-
sions which is a standard
practice of parliamentary
syslems.

In the British House of
Commons, for instance,
there is a set ;;m‘liamena
tary calendar that is fol-
lowed vear aller
with pre-determined
recess periods when the
House 158 not in session.
That way, the general
public is always aware
when the Commons or
Lords would and would-
n't be in session dunng a

year ;

Similarly, the Indian
Lok Sabha has three pre-
determined annual ses-
sions — Budget, Monsoon
and Wmt_gj — a?nd its
recess period is also pre-
set. II‘JPEI‘T'EE case nfpgur
MNational Assembly, when
a session starts and ends
remains a public mystery
and at the discretion of a
sitting government. Even
though now there is a
practice of announcing a
provisional calendar of
sessions at the start of

year

each parliamentary
it is seldom followed.
Our constitution has set
a minimum requirement
of 130 days for which the
assembly must be in ses-
sion. However, there is a
built-in  provision  also
that in counting required
vearly working days, up

€ar,

to two (2) days of
adjournment  between
assembly sitings and

Joint sitting of parliament
can be included in the
count of 130 minimum
working days )

_Instead of convening
sittings of the assembly
for exactly 130 days or
more during 8 year, suc-
cessive assemblies have
used this provision clev-
erly and almost as a loop-
hole. The current assem-
bly, for instance, has only
met for 87 days in the
just-concluded  fourth
parliamentary vyear in
August. The average days
of sittings of our succes-
sive Mational Assembly
are far fewer than other
legislatures. The UK par-
linment meets for an
average of 150 days a
year, the Indian parlia-
ment for 120 days a yvear
and the US Congress for
upwards of 100 days
annually. Instead of
focusing on increasing
working days each year,
it appears that our
Mational Assembly is
convened by successive
gi?vemgnf.nts only to meet
the minimum constitu-
tional requirement of sit-

un%?. o

hen a sitting takes
place, what is its usual
duration? Just three hours
or under, This average
has been almost consis-
tently maintained by suc-
cessive assemblies since
2002 Sittings in the UK

House of Commons last
eight hours a day on aver-
age and sittings in the
Indian Lok Sabha are of
5% hours on average.
Another atranﬁle phe-
nomenon in our National
Assembly is that sittings
are often adjourmed with-
out completing the sl
nda for the day. Just
uring the fourth parfia-
mentary year, 59 per cent
nda items on orders of
the day could not be dis-
osed of. In at least
ILDAT s research, most
uther parhaments find ol
51:Tarage that a sitting
could be adjourned with-
out completing the agen-
da of the day, ==
We have a constittion-
al provision by which at
least one-fourth of the
total membership of the
Assembly has to be pres-
ent dunng a sitting of the
Assembly or the sitting
has to be suspended or
adjourned due to lack of
gquorum, This provision
became the reason for
adjourning 23 out of B8
or nearly 27 per cent sit-
tings during the fourth
year even though over 60
per cent MNAs were
marked as present in
assembly sittings. This
points out issues in the
attendance mechanism of
the assembly where
MMAs do not remain
present in a sitting after
recording  attendance.
Requirement of guorum
is N0t 3 common practice
in established democra-
cies where sessions con-
tinue even if lone legisla-
tor is presenting a legisla-
tive business as members
can watch proceedings
from their individual
offices or are engaged in
committee meetings and
join proceedings when

required to vole, )
_ Successive prime min-
isters too have not treated
the Mational Assembly
more than an electorate
for the office of PM. As
rime minister and as
MA, Mr Imran Khan
attended only 34 or 11 per
cent sithings of the current
assembly so far Before
him, Mr Mawaz Shanf
attended only 52 or 14
per _cent sithngs in the
similar  period  [4th
Mational Assembly. Since
taking vath in Apnl to the
end of the fourth parlia-
mentary year, the current
PM has attended only
eight out of 43 or 19 per
E?m sittings of the assem-

Successive premiers’
disregard for the national
Asgembly can also be

wed by the fact that
they rarely announced
major policy decisions on
the floos of the House. On
the major challenges fac-
ing the country in econo-
my and public gover-
nance, there 15 little role
played by the National
Asgembly  in dpeticy
advice, review and over-
sight. It is also not sur-
prising that the National
Assembly is not utilized
for resolving political
crises despite represent-
ing major parties while
major conflicts spill out
on the streets or are nego-
tiated by non-democratic
forces. Even though dem-
ocratic decision-making
is the forte of electe

OVErnments, the
National Assembly’s role
15 critical in democratic
governance as elected
representatives speak for
citizens” concerns and
issues, scrutinize and
pass pecessary laws and
are the onlv.

US gun violence

n July 27,
o top execu-
O tives from

prominent LS

DgI.IIJ companies
— Marty Daniel of Daniel
Defense and Christopher
Killoy of Sturm, Ruger
and Co - appeared
before the United States
House Committee on
Oversight and Reform
chaired by New York
Democrat Carolyn
Maloney, The hearing
came on the heels of the
latest succession of mas-
sacres - the Buffalo
supermarket. the Uvalde
elementary school, the
Highland Park July 4
parade — that have come
1o define life in America
As  the Guardian
noted, this “marked the
first time in ne.arlE',' two
decades that the CEDs of
leading gun manufactur-
ers testified before
Congress™, The CEO of
Smit and  Wesson
Brands — which accord-
ing to the committee
earned at least $125m in
2021 alone from the sale
of assault-style rifles, a
frequent prop in mass
shootings — had declined
to participate in the
attempt al “oversight”,
But the two willing
invitees resumably
spoke for the US gun
industry as a whole wi
they shot down the
notion that their products
and aggressive market-
ing practices have any-
thing to do with rampant
k]l!ip&. W
Killoy insisted that a
firearm is an “inanimate

ohject™ that  cannot
accrue  responsibility,
while Daniel - whose

firm manufactured the
inanimate object that
slaughtered 19 school
kids and two teachers in
Uwalde — maintained that
the blame must be
assigned to the individ-
ual = ‘murderers”.  Tn
Daniel’s view, “these
murders are local prob-
lems that have to be
solved locally™.

For her part, Maloney
took the opportunity at
the hearing to express
her “hope [thai] the
American  people  are
paying attention toda;;:i
noting “it is clear t]
gun makers are not going
0 change unless
Congress forces them to
finally put people owver
profits”.

But were we
Americans really ing
attention, we would have
noticed long ago that our
country is entirely predi-
cated on putting profits
over people — from the
corporate destruction of
the environment to the
manic incarceration of

oor  minorities to a
ealthcare system that is
decidedly ill. This is not
o mention US behaviour
abroad, where the “war
;]n le:r:;_nr“_r and !{rl;ﬁ
orms of military slau
ter with ﬁSamade
weapons have also pro-
duced many, um, “local
problems”.

In her initial invitation
to the three arms execu-
tives to testify before the
House commitiee, inci-

dentally, Maloney
encouraged them to
“explain to Congress and

the American people
why they continue to sell
products to civilians that

are meant to be used in
the battlefield™,

Which brings us to the
following question:
When the LIS converts
the world into a battle-
field, how do Americans
know where 1o draw the
line? More precisely put,
it is not  immensely
shocking that a country
that inculcates its citi-
zenry  with a macho.
shoot-"em-u attitude
vis-a-vis other human
populations might end
up with some, well,
“murderers” on its hands
— particularly when the
domestic panorama is
one of dystopian capital-
ism and acute alienation.

As for the culpability
of US gun manufacturers
in _scmsﬁoi Barggjd
BOCH om Buffalo
{15} lffT'zﬂde, there is no
denying that the industry
itself i3 morally
depraved — and yet it 15
merely fulfilling a nefar-
iously lucrative function
made possible by general
?yslemm ravity. The
undamental blame for
mass shootings does not
lie with the CEOs of
Daniel Defense and
Sturm Ruger — just as the
blame for US-bound
migrant deaths does not
lig with oft-
human smugglers,
whose  reprehensible
business is only made
Ecssihie by America’s
brand of deadly capital-
ism and profit-driven
border  militarisation
schemes.On July 29, two
days afler the House
Committes on Oversight
hearing, the US House
voted to ban assault
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UNICEF says 3.4mn
Pakistani children
need immediate
support amid floods

ISLAMABAD: United

MNations  International
Children’s Emergency
Fund (UNICEF) has

1ssued an alert that three
point four million chil-
dren in Pakistan need
immediate,  lifesaving
support 1 the wake o
devastating floods in the
country,  According  fo
UNICEF, floods ﬁlf.‘l‘-t
affected over 16 million
children in Pakistan. The
situation on the ground in
Sindhwas  “beyond
bleak™ with many ‘mal-
nourished children bat-

tling diseases like diar-
rhoea, malaria  and
dengue fever, as well as
ainful skin conditions, a
INICEF official said
Earlier on September
11, UNICEF decided to
increase the number of
mobile climcs in Nood-hit
areas of Pakistan Accor
ding to sources privy to
the maiter, NICEF
announced o incresse in
the mobile health clinics
in northern areas of the
Sindh province with the
cooperation  of  the
provincial government

“The  number of
UNICEF-run clinics in
flood-hit areas has now
increased to 66,7 they
said, adding that curreni-
Iy, 18 clinics each are
operational in Sindh and
Ehvher Pakhtunkhwa and
15 1 Balochistan, The
UM watchdog reported
that at least 16 million
children, among 34 mil-
lion total, have been
affected by floods in the
country. The floods have
damaged over | | million
homes, and 18,000
schools NP

Land possession underway

for Katlang Economic
Zone: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD: The
upcoming Katlang
Economic Zone locate
in Mardan district of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province will help boost
economic achvity, cre-
ate job opportunities
and reduce poverty,
reports Wealth F‘IIJ(.

Talking to WealthPK,

Khyber  Pakhtunkhwa
Economic Zones
Development and
Management Company
(KPEZDMC) official
Muhammad Qureshi

said the process for the
ossession  of 3770
anal land in Sarobi for
the development of
Katlang Economic Zone
is still underway

Katlang will be a
great opportunity for
investors for grading,
and packaging fresh
fruits as well as other
agro-based  products
The official said the
arca will offer a unique
apportunity  for indus-
trialization in the dis-
trict

It is one of the most
economically developed
areas mn Fhyher
Pakhtunkhwa
Agriculture, horticul-
ture, and manufacturing
(including large busi-
nesses like the sugar
industry  and  other

ISLAMABAD: Senator Mushahid Hussain Syed posin

tograph alon

industrial concerns like
cigareties, lextiles,
drinks, ceramics, edible
ail/ghee, soaps/sham-
poo, et ) are the indus-
tries on which the dis-
frict 15 based, Qureshi
explained.
he area has the
potential to develop into
a multifaceted hub of
mining, heavy manufac-
turing, agriculture, and
tourism. Katlang is
especially famous for
Topaz and Quartz,
Qureshi sard
Pink topaz, which is
very rare and sought-
after, iz found in abun-
dance in a mine close to
the seltlement of
Katlang tehsil  The
majority of crystals here
are in loose form but of
good grade. This speci-
men is a remarkable
matrix piece with a soli-
tary topaz crystal and a
colourless quartz crys-

tal that is around the
same Size, Lhe
KPEZDMUC ofTicial

added. According Lo
WealthPK research, by
developing modern eco-

nomiec ZONES, the
KPEZDMC  plans 1o
facilitate industrial

growth for creation of
jobs, enhancement of
skills, and increased
productivity which will

with Honorary Council General
Masood M.Khan, Newly Arrvived Ambassador of

ultimately help reduce
poverty and stabilize
the economy of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa

The KPEZDMC
intends to build 17 eco-
momic zones around the
China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor in
order to promote indus-
trialization. In addition
to the development of
new Eeconomic ZOones
and management of the
existing industrial
estates, the KPEZDMC
also provides market-
ing, management,
financial and technical
assistance to industrial-
ists  throughout the
province

According to Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa invest-
ment Pitch Book 2021
the province is offering
investment Opportun -
ties for major mineral
FeSOUTCes, which
include world renowned
Swat  Emerald, Pink
Topaz of Katlang,
Peridot  Ruby, and
Sapphire in Kaghan-
MNaran Valley ther
FESOUTCES _include
cement grade limestone,
coal, phosphate, silica
sand, rock salt and gyp-
sum, soapstone magne-
site and barite, chromite
and other industrial
minerals INP

for a group pho-
epublic O'Igl,ilhlmnia
E]?l..' D Riina Kionka

Danish Ambassador Jakob Linulf and others during s reception at
Masood M.Khan residence, in Federal Capital.

Pakistan posts 90
more coronavirus
infections, single fatality

ISLAMABAD
Pakistan has diagnosed
another 90 people with
COFONavIrus infechions
while one fatality was
reported during the last 24
hours, showed the statis-
tics  released by the
Mational — [nstitute  of
Health (MIH) on Sunday
TN,

According o NIH data,
the death toll in the coun-
Iry now rose W 30,606
while the number of wotal
infections now stood o
I,571,822 after adding the
[resh 9 cases.

[ruring the last 24 hours
(Saturday), 14,663 iesis
were conducted through-
out Pakisian whereas the
positivity ratio stood at
(61 percent. The number
of patients in critical care
was recorded at 89,

Meamwhile, the NIH has
issued further guidelines
[or wvaccimation of young
children against Covid-19.

In a tweet uploaded on
Saturday, the NIH smd in
the first phase children
between the age of five

and 12 are now eligible for
COTONavIns  vaccmation
Dose 1 owill be adminis-
tered at the start of vacci-
mation while the Dose 2
will be admimistered afier
21 days of the first dose
(nol morne than 56 days)

The NIH further said
that the wvaccination is
absolutely  Iree and is
available at all the vacci-
Mation centres.

With 5,664 new coron-
avirus infections  being
reported moa day, India'’s
wial tally of Covid-19
cases rose o 4,45 34, 188,
while the active cascs
increased w 47.922,
according to the Health
Mimistry data updated on
Sunday. The death count
climbed 10 528,337 with
35 fatalities which
includes 21 deaths recon-
ciled by Kerala, the data
updated at 8 am stated. The
active cases comprise (11
percent of the total infec-
tions, while the national
Covid-19 recovery rate
increased 1o 98,71 percent,
the mimistry said. A study

recently showed that hav-
ing a high body mass
index (BMI) is associated
with an ncreased nsk of
Covid-19 nfection and
profonged Covid than hav-

ing high hlood
pressure, The findings
were done by Dr Anika

Knuppel from the MRC
Unit tor Lilelong Health
and  Apgeing, University
College London, Uk, and
colleapues, 1t was being
P_rcscnl.n:d at this years
uropesn Association for
the Study of Diagbetes
(EASI)) Annueal Meeting
in  Stockholm,  Sweden
(12-23 Sept)."Early in the
Pundx;mi; rescarch identi-
ted diabetes and obesity
as nsk factors for becom-
ing  severely all  with
CONWID-19 And we know
that many people living
with type 2 diabetes are
also Carrving CERE
weight, Our early findings
support the idea thal obesi-
ty-related  mechanisms
may bhe responsible for the
excess nisks ol COVID-19
associated TNP

(] NATIONAL ...

HYDERABAD: Pakistani army mémbers load medicine onto !rnc-ks to be dis-

tributed among flood-affected people, in Dadu.

Gastro claims six
lives in Khairpur flood
relief camps in 24 hrs

KHAIRPUR: At least six
persons in flood relief camps
in Khairﬁsu.r distnict, includmg
five children, died by gas-
troentertis . 24 hours on
Sunday

Sindh Health Department in
an alarming report, earlier sawd
that over one million people in
flood-affected areas of Sindh
have been infected by various
diseases including gastroen-
teritis.

Two children Asifa 8, and
Wakecla 2 died by pgastro m
Kotdiji taluka of Khairpur. An
unnamed three-vear girl died
in Thari Mirwah, while two
children and a woman died

flood camps in Faiz Gany and
Mara talukas of the district
Recently a patent of gas-
troententis  dies . Garla
Khairo here in the flood-
affected area The number of
dead bv contagious diseases at
Taluka Hospital Garhu Khairo
has reached to seven, hospital
sources said According to the
statistics  issued by Sindh
Health Department, as many
as ],ﬂ?':'?,ﬂ(!l:ll_fl- people were suf-
fering from infectious diseases
after heavy rains and subse-
aﬁuen: Noods wreaked havoc m
the province Chief Minister
Murad Al Shah in a visit to
flood affected areas said that

the government providing
medicines required for preven-
tion of dengue fever “People
also facme diarthea, gastroen-
teritis and other diseases apart
of dengue m flood affected
areas’, he added.”The number
of dead by contagious diseases
at Taluka Hospital Garhi
Kharo has reached to seven,
hospital sources said. _

According fo the statistics
1ssued by Sindh  Health
Department, 25 many as
1,079,000 people were suffer-
17}5 from infections diseases
after heavy rains and subse-
Huem floods wreaked havoe in
e province INP

Pakistan condemns

arbitrary arrest, illegal detention
of Islamic scholars in ITOJK

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has
strongly condemned the arbitrary

arrests and illegal detention of

promment  Islamic  scholars,
including  Maulana  Abdul
Rasheed Dawoodi, Maulana

Mushtag Ahmed Veeri and five
members of Jamat-e-Tslami.
Indian illegally occupied jammu

and kashmir ([10JK) _
According to Kashmir Media
Service, Foreign Office

Spokesperson in a  statement
izsued in Islamabad said these
arrests have marked a new low in
the Indian forces' blatant and con-
tinued onslaught on the human
rights of the innocent Kashmins

ELThva illegal detention of the
Kashmin Islamic scholars while

the true representativez of the
Kashmiri  people are already
under Indian custody under lich-
tious cases and on fallacious
grounds, is vet another Indian
attempt to tob the Kashmin peo-
ple of their distinet relizious and
cultural identity, he addaed.

The spokesperson said the rep-
rehensible arrests of the Kashmin
Istamic scholars under the dra-
conian Public Safety Act (PSA)
that defies all intermational
humanitarian laws, 15  a
deplorable step by the Indian
authorities.

He saud these scholars have not
only been unjustifiably  arrested
but shifted from Kashmir to a
prison in the Hindu majornty

China's Tianjin

pledges RMB 10
million relief for
Pak-flood victims

BEHING: To support the relief and rehabilitation
efforts of the Government of Pakistan, the People’s
Giovernment of Tianjin MumciK

relief assistance package of R
flood victims.

The relief items include tents, food packages and
blankets needed urgently in Pakistan.

The decision to this effect was conveved through a
letter addressed to Ambassador Moin ul Hague by Li
Hongzhong, the Party Secretary of Tianjin, Gwadar Pro

reported on Sunday.

Shaning his gret and condolences with the bereaved
i Hongzhong said that as All-weather
artner and Iron Brother, China
stands with the people of Pakistan in this difficult ime

Expressing his pood wishes for the early rehabilita-
tion of the flood victims, Li reaffirmed the resolve of
Tiangin Municipality to continue to deepen ties with the
friendship cibes and provinees of Pakistan,

A formal launch ceremony of the relhef goods was

families, Mr, l
Strategic Cooperative

held through a video link 1N

ality has announced a
AB 10 million for the

PMD predicts Rabi ul
Awwal moon on Sept 27,
Eid Milad on Oct 09

KARACHI

ment.

According to astronomical parameters, there is ‘no
chance’ of sighting the new moon of Rabi ul Awwal,
1444 AH on the evening of Monday Sep. 26 i e. 29th of
SafarThe weather is expected to be fair or partly
c!nu%}' in most gans of the country on the evening of

Tonda . according to the climate record. The
Eid Milad-un-Mabi {12th day of Rabi ul Awwal), is pro-
jected to be fall on Sunday (October D9). A meeting of
Committee is expected to be
held on the evening of September 26 for sighting the
new moon of Rabi ul Awwal 1444 AH,

The meeting of Zonal and District Ruet-e-Hilal com-
mittees also expected to be held for collecting evidence
in respect of sichting of the new moon at their respec-

Monday Sep. 2

the Central Ruet-e-Hilal

tive offices INI*

Pakistan Meteorological Department
{PMI2) has predicted that there is ‘no chance’ of sight-
ing the new moon of Kabi ul Awwal, 1444 AH on the
evening of Sep. 26 ie., 29h of Safar

Thus, the first day of, Rabi ul Awwal wall likely fall
on Wednesday September 28 The new moon of Rabi ul
Awwal, 1444 AH will be bom on crossing conjunction

oint at 02:54 Pakistan Standard Time (PST) on Sept

f, 2022 (Monday ), weather department said 1n a state-

profits,

50 women completes six months

courses at Pak-China Vocational Institute

ISLAMABAD As
many as 50 female stu-
dents received 15 days
free of cost hands-on
training after completing
their six months courses
in Pak-China Technical
and Vocational Institute,
Gwadar.

The course is a part of
China’s  afforts for
WOIMEen empowerment,
offering them an excel-
lent chance to become an
integral component of the
“high-tech man force”
dinﬁ}- needed for Gwadar
free zones as well as
naticnal and internation-
ally competitive markets,

According to Gwadar
Pro on Sunday, these
female trainees received
on-site skilled and pro-

fessional training in five
trades including Cargo

Handling, COifice
Management, Chinesze
Language, Crane

Operation and Financial
Accounting.

They belonged to the
first batch of &-month
course conducted by PCT
& VI in collaboration
with MNational Vocational
and Technical
Commission (NAVTAC)
of Pakistan under Prime
Minister's Youth Skills
Development Fru:ruram.

PCT & VI Prncipal
Muhammad Hamif told
Gwadar Pro  that all
female  students of
impoverished local com-
munities of Grwadar seem
to be naturally talented,

They needed an oppor-
tnity to show their met-
fle and once chance
came, they seized it and
capitalized in profession-
al way. Amaong them few
are likely to get job letters
from banks and compa-
nies working in Gwadar
port, he disclosed.

“There was total 130
trainees in first batch. Out
of them, 90 were male
students and 30 were

female stedents,”  he
reQI[Iasd a4 guery
hese trainees are sup-

posed to be technically
and rofessionally
trained and prepared for
Gwadar Free Zones, he
said, because companies
in the Zone will diraly
seek such kind of skilled

and qualified manforce
The development has
unleashed employment
for Grwadar vouth espe-
cially females in the busi-
ness activities, With
technical and profession-

half years will be in the
Shandong Institute of
Commercial Technology
(S1CT) in China.

Later, :
learn practical experience
as an intemee in courses

students . will

3 ta) o
HYDERABAD:Workers
(FGRF)are busy in packing food bags for displaced people in various
areas of Sindh, at Markaz Dawat-e-Islami Faizan-e-Madina.

Slow import LC processing
hinders manufacturing

[SLAMABAD: Delay in approval for
import of essential items for manufac-
wreng different products 15 seniously
affecting the productivity of many
industries in Pakistan,

Despite lifting the import ban on HS
(Harmonized System) codes 84 and 85
i which many indusinal and daily use
products are included, delay in process-
g the Import Letter of Credit (LC) is
depriving the businessmen of handsome

Slow documentation delays manufac-
turing making it difficult for the indus-
tries to meet the export or local orders
Some units have stopped production due
to the lack of essential parts. The small
scale (SMEs) and laree scale (LSMs)
manufacturers are suffering a lot due to
this situation. The non-operational units
have suspended the operations leading
to unemployment, with labourers suffer-
g the worst.

iscussing this situation in detail with
WealthPK, media coordinator and pub-
lic relations
Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (RCCI Zulfigar Ahmad sad
“Thiz slowdown in the processing o
Import LCs has made it worse for indus-
trialists — at both small and laroe scale -
o meet the expenses. The unavalability
of manulacturing i has ]
uation worse. It the situation persists a

al education, and other
allied facilities awarded
1o them free of cost,
Gwadar Youth wall prove
to be an agent of change,
transforming a small fish-
ing town to a modern
smart city, said Sohail
Asghar, pruiect director
of FCT & VI

Another PCT & VI
official revealed that after
the six-month course. a
three-year . course s
planned. Students will
spend one year in PCT &
VI Gwadar and one and

related industry in China,
he added

“SICT has also agresd
to design curriculum in
line with requirements of
industries. They also con-
sented to bear operational
cost of the institute for 3
vears for Chinese faculty
members’ boarding and
lodging expenses

The contact agreement
with SICT has been sub-
mitted to the Ministry of
Maritime  Affairs =~ for
approval,” he added

nling

Jammu. These polincally moti-
vated arrests are clearly meant to
stifle the voice of the Muslims of
HOJK and further marginalize
them, he lameanted
“Pakistan calls for the immedi-
ate release of these religious
scholars and all other Kashmiri
risoners llegally detained by
ndia. We also urge the interna-
tional community to take note of
the dangerously growing trajecto-
rv of Isﬁ\rnuphuhja in India, nsti-
rated at the behest of the BIP-
3 nexus, that is aimed at sup-
pressing the Muslims of India,
denying them 5E:u:e to freely
practice their faith and attacking

their places of warship”, the
statement added INP

of Faizan Global

Imran Khan to
launch vertical
development

projects on
Oct 22

LAHORE: Former prime minis-
ter and PTI Chairman Imran Khan
has announced that the ground-
work for 100+ vertical develap-
ments under the first Ceniral
Business District Punjab (CBDP)
will be launched in Lahore on Oct
22 as this project will convert the
dead capital into viable transac-
tions channeling wealth generation
for the country, besides reshaping
entire infrastructure of the vicinity,

On his Twitter handle on
Sunday, Tmran wrote! “Pak’s 1s
ccntra{ business district,
R CBDPunjab, will accommodate
00+ vertical  developments
adding 600b+ to country's econo-
my. Te compliment futenstic verti-
cal development, groundwork will
commence Oct 22 on Lhr's Main
Blvd reshaping entire infrastruc-
ture of the vicmily. On his Twilter
handle on Sunday, [mran wrote:
“Pak’s 1st central business district,
CBDPumiab, will accommodate
[0+  vertical developments
adding 600b+ to country’s econo-
my. To compliment futunstic verti-
cal development, groundwork will
commence Oct 22 on Lhr's Main
Blvd reshaping entire infrastruc-
ture of the vicinity,

“CBD Punjab tasked with con-
verting dead capital into viable
transactions channeling wealth
generation for the country. Similar
pmfac[s: with immense potential
will be launched across Punjab
leading to econ growth & prosper-
ity by providing multiple L‘lglzorm—
nities tor domestic & FDLTINP

Motorway
Police shuts
down M2,
issues fresh
advisory for

commuters

ISLAMABAD: The Mational
Highway and Motorway Police
{(NH&MP) issued a fresh advisory
for commuters that the M2 motor-
way has been shut down near
Thokar Niaz Baig for construction
work. : .
NH&EMP said that traffic has
been diverted at the M-2 motor-
way near Thokar Niaz Baig Loop,
NHA Office towards the north.

In a tweet, motorway police said
that the M2 motorway has been
diverted at Thokhar Niaz Baig,
Lahore cily entrance from M2 and
GT Road, due to repair and con-
struction work on the road TNP

b of EFJ a

Relief Founda ti:ﬁl

units’ performance:
WealthPK

officer  (PRO)  for

arts has made the sif-

little longer. it can deprive many people
of sustainable living, ™

The key products falling under the HS
codes B4 and 83 are mostly related to the
IT products, home appliances, chilling
units, power generators, telecom, steel,
and automobile industnes, ete,

“The cost of production has already
increased manifold due to a lot of taxes
and slow banking process is another irm-
tant. The o
INCTEasing s
the imports will be received aller a hec-
tic process, obviously the production
cost will mount. In this case, whowill be
responsible to recoup the loss of manu-
facturers7™ Already, a large part of man-
ufacturing 1n Pakistan y
imported raw material, machine parts,
etc. Both the trade and business commu-
nities are worried a lot, This situation
must be properly addressed to kr:clil the
economic activities gpoing,” Lul
added. He said although it was a serious
situation, it could be covered by show-
ing a little more devotion and efficiency
on the banks end. “To cope with this sit-
uatton and prevent it from recurning, the
State Bank must launch one-window
operation for quick processing of such
requirements. It is not only important for
the business community,
il For a smooth socio-economic cycle in
the country,” he said INP

rational expenses are also
e to this situation, When

epends  upon

iqar

ut also worth

RAWALPINDI: De
dengue isolation ward at DH(Q Hospital, in the city.
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Russia has offered Pakistan wheat in addition to gas: Asif

ISLAMABAD:Russian President Viadimir Putin has offered Pakistan wheat in addition to gas supplies
keeping in view the damage to the country’s breadbasket following catastrophic floods, said Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif on Saturday. ) o ) o -

Asif further said the Russian president has also invited the prime minister and the visit will take place.

“They have said that they can give us gas. Russia said that they have gas pipelines in Central Asian coun-
tries and the pipelines could be extended to Pakistan vig Afghanistan, These talks have taken place”
Ll_kTh!: defence minister also said that Russia has apprecialed Pakistan's stance on the ongoing conflict in

raine.

He further said that Prime Minister Shehbaz Shanf will undertake his maiden visit to China at the invitation
of Chinese President Xi Jt_l‘:fmg dunng‘;l_lhe first week of November, ]

The defence minister said President Xi extended the invitation during a meeting between the two leaders in
Samarkand, Uzbekistan on the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit. )

Asif added that the ?nrnc minister's meeting with the Chinese president was extremely successful, He said
President Xi expre his commitment o take forward the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) proj-

“Mo matter what Imran Khan aag;s, the appointment of the army chief is a constitutional duty which the
prime minister will fulfil in November,” said Asif while addressing the media in Islamabad, :

While saying that former Prime Minister Nawaz Shanf never made the apgmmmem_of army chief a subject
of discussion he added, “Mawaz Shanf has also fulfilled this constitutional duty four times”.

The defence minister also criticized former premier and Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf chief Imran Khan and
added that Imran is trying to make the issue of the army chief's appointment "controversial”, He further smd
that Trran is "saying things that should not be said”, = ) )

Asif maintained that the PTI chief is harming the country and its interests in his attempts to regain power
and also accused him of trying to prevent Pakistan from getting aid for flood victims, | )

_ The PML-N leader also said that Pakistan's national security 18 linked to its economic security and Imran is
Jenj;ardlzmn it with his constant attacks. ; : :

“Imran Khan repeatedly attacked national and economic security of Pakistan,” he alleged. )

The development comes at a time when efforts are underway to reset the troubled relationship between
Pakistan and the US. : ) :

A senior adviser of the US secretary of state recently visited Islamabad, while the US President Joe Biden
Administration approved $450 million sale of the F-16 equipment in a sign that Washington wants to maintain
a working relationship with Islamabad, ; ; ] ; ;

In the middle of all this, Shehbaz’s meeting with Russian President Vladimir Putin on Thursday and Chinese
President Xi Jinping on E'ndal;f are significant and show that Pakistan is trying to maintain a delicate balance
in its ties with big powers N

ect and also described Pakistan as an “all-weather strategic friend”. ) )

Asif concluded by saying that all SCO members have expressed willingness to support Pakistan as it suffers
froom devastating floods, :

Shehbaz to appoint new COAS in November o ) )
_ The defence minister reiterated that Prime Minister Shehbaz Shanf will appoint the country's new army chief
in Movember in accordance with the Constitution.

HYDERABAD: Young girls displaced from floods queue to receive donated food in Sehwan.

Flour crisis
persists in
Balochistan

QUETTA: Flour crisis continues in
Balochistan for past three weeks, with
the mill owners blaming the provincial
government for failling to procure the
rzrxi:rr:d wheat this year, ;

ccording to details, the prices of
flour have skyrocketed in Quetta and
other parts of Balochistan while the
commodity was not available in most

shops  across  the rovince
Meanwhile, a 20-kg bag of flour was
being sold from 380 1o Rs2, 500,

Earlier on Sl:?tcmbcr 13, flour mill
owners have blamed the provincial
government for the ongoing flour cri-
sis in the provin eging that the
food department failed to procure
wheat according to the requirement
tor this year .

Pakistan Flour Mills Association
(PFMA) Balochistan chapter repre-
sentatives said there was a huge gng
between the demand and supply whic
created the crisis.

¢ said flour mill owners were

being blamed for the crisis, while in
realify, the provincial government has
imposed an inter-provincial and inter-
district ban on the transportation of
wheat during the harvesting season,

Read More; Floods, rainfall affected
2.84 million acres of crops in Sindh -

ofl
re;;t is pertinent to mention here that
the death toll from flash floods triga
gered by heavy rains has reached 2!
in the province. The spokesperson of
the Provincial Disaster Management
Authority EPDM& confirmed that the
death toll in Balochistan floods
reached 299 including 136 men, 73
women and 90 children. )

At least 181 persons including 92
men, 40 women and 49 children were
injured in rain-related incidents across
Balochistan while more than 63000
houses were partially or fully dam-
aged INP

Punjab CM approves
provision of gas to
villages, industries

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister
(CM) Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi has
approved a project, in collaboration
with private sector, for gas Sl:ﬂ]:lpl}’ to
villages and industries on Sunday,

According to details, the decision
was taken I.Ll'ii'lglf high-level meeting
chaired by the Punjab chief minister
The project will be completed in the
collaboration with private sector

Speaking on the occasion, CM
Pervaiz Elahi noted that the provision
of environmentally-friendly green fuel
would end environmental pollution.

Punjab CM further said !l'l.'.;f‘[ﬂ"-‘!n-
cial povernment was committed to ful-
fill the long-standing demands of the
villagers and indusirial sector.

Earlier in June, the OGDCL notified
the discovery of gas reserves found in
4 wells in ;&ns:mr Punjab. The il
and Gas Development Company
Limited notified the discovery of oil
reserves in four different well in
Rn_ianpu.r city of Punjab.

‘he notification issued by OGDCL
said that the gas reserves discovered
amount to 2081 million standard
cubic feet per day (MMSC/D) INP

India continuously
violating
international

laws, conventions
in IHOJK

ISLAMABAD : India is continu-
ously viclating all international laws
and “conventions in Indian illegall
n-ccujlilied Jammu and Kashmir
(ITOJK ) and is using black laws like
Public Safety Act (PSA) and Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA) to
arrest innocent Kashmiris.

The Modi-led fascist Indian govern-
ment revoked Kashmir's special status
in flagrant violation of intemational
laws in August 2019 and is settling
non-Kashmiris in the termtory against
United Nations resolutions, said a
rtg;m released by the KMS, today

t said as part of snatching the
Kashmins® identity, India is granting
domicile status to non-locals on a fast-
track basis, adding the RS35-backed
BIP regime is plotting to deprive
Kashmins of their identity. Fenp!% are
even deprived of basic human rights in
MOJE, 1t added The report said India
is preventing the Kashmins from exer-
cising their universally recognized
nght to self-determination. INP

Sheikh Rashid says it's 'game
over' for PDM

RAWALPINDI: Awami
Muslim Leggue {(AML) Chief
Sheikh Rashid Ahmed on Sunday
said that the Pakistan Democratic
Movement (PDM} has reached
it's end. The mation has been
plunged into a sea of inflation,
all records have been broken.

In a statement on Twitter,
Sheikh Rashid criticized the gov-
ernment over ‘record breaking’
inflation in the country he said
due to severe inflation and eco-
NOMIC Crisis, Ministers cannot go
to their constituencies. .

5 Tu1|'nm his aim gi‘lh%ﬂak:smn
es Pa (P airman
B?Ffwa! Bhﬁu Zardari he said
the Foreign Minister comes to
Pakistan acting as a_guest and
does not even go 1o his office.

The former federal interior
minister said that the petrol
mafia is not allowing the govern-
ment to reduce the price for three
days, conciliation or conflict is to
be decided soon,

He further said that there are
21 ministers without depariment
in the government, the number of
T mimsters is against the consti-
tution and he will move to the

High Coury against it AML Chief
said he is hopeful that the
Supreme Courl& C) will restore
the return of 150 corruption ref-
erences of the rulers, MNational
Accountability  Bureau (NAR
amendments will be repealed an
one crore overseas Pakistanis
will get the right to vote. The for-
mer federal interior minister said
that the petrol mafia is not allow-
ing the government to reduce the
price for three days, conciliation
or conflict is to be decided
soon.He further said that there
are 21 ministers without depart-
ment in the povernment, the
number of 70 ministers is against
the constitution and he will move
to the High Court against it The
former federal interior minister
said that the petrol mafia 15 not
allowing the government to
reduce the price for three days,
conciliation or conflict is to be
decided soon He further said that
there are 21 ministers without
department in the government,
the number of 70 ministers is
against the constitution and he
will move to the High Court
against it INP

PM Shehbaz Sharif to
highlight climate
catastrophe at UNGA session

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif wall highlight the
climate-induced catastrophic
floods in the country at [7th
Session of the United Nations
General Assembly (UNGA) in

Mew York from  19th-23rd
September,

n a statement on Sunday,
Foreign Office F

Spokesperson Asim Iftikhar sai
the Prime Minister will be accom-
anied by the Foreign Minister
ilawal Bhutto Zardar, other
members of the Cabinet and sen-
ior officials. o
PM Shehbaz Sharif will address
the UN General Assembly on 23rd
ember in which he will focus
on the challenge faced by Pakistan
in wake of the recent climate-
induced catastrophic floods in the
country. )
The Prime Minister will outline
concrete proposals for collectively
tackling the existential threat

posed by climate change, He will
also share Palastan’s position and
perspective on regional and global
1ssues  of concern including
Jammu and Kashmir, which is one
of the long-standing unresolved
disgute& on the LN agenda.
n the sidelines of the UNGA

session, the Prime Minister will
articipate in the Global Food
ecurity Summit jointly organised
Ii:?'_ﬂ'le African Union, European
nion and the United States, and a
Closed-door Leaders Gathering
on COP-27 bringing together
select world leaders to discuss cli-
mate change, e

PM Shehbaz Sharif will hold a
number of bilateral meetings with
his counterparts from wvarious
countries, President of the General
Assembly, the UN Secretary-
General as well as heads of
Intemnational Organisations, [Fls
and philanthropic
organisations, TNP

Saleem Mandviwalla says
there never was a corruption
reference against him

[SLAMABAD: Pakistan
Pecples Party leader Saleem
Mandviwalla, refuting news
about the return of a corruption
reference against him, said that
the reference filed against him
was regarding wrongful allot-
ment, not cormption.

The PPP leader said that news
about the return of a corruption
reference against him is false.
‘How can court return a cormp-
tion reference that NAB never
filed?" the PPP senator ques-
tioned, .

Saleem said that NAB had
filed the ‘Kidney Hills refer-
ence’ against him for political
engineering. “Kidney Hills ref-
erence’ was about the wrongful
allotment, not corruption, he
added.

He added that he faced the
law after NAB's baseless alle-
gations where the accountabili-
ty watchdog could not prove

= iy =

anything.

Accountability Courts
returned 50 NAB references
declaring them out of the
court's jurisdiction after the
recent  amends to  the
Accountability Act of 1999,

The accountability court
returned the Ramzan sugar mill
reference against _ Prime
Minister Shahbaz Sharif and his
son Hamza Shahbaz, NAB's
reference against former Prime
Minister Yousuf Raza Gilani for
corruption in USF funds, and
six rental power corruption ref-

erences filed against former
Prime Minister Raja Pervaiz
Ashraf.

Moreover, courts returned
references  against  PPP's
Saleem Mandviwalla, Aijaz

Haroon, former CM KP Sardar
Mehtab Abbasi and PPP senator
Rubeena Khalid afler the recent
amends, INP

Indus river water level
drops to low flood at
Kotri Barrage

LAHORE: The water level in Indus River has
dropped to low flood at Kotni Barrage, according to
the water data shared by the Flood
Division at its website on Sunday.

The water level in the river in upstream al
Sukkur and Guddu barrages has dropped to normal

flow,

The water inflow in the nver at Kot Barmﬁ: has
cusecs and outflow in the

stream has been 2,68,500 cusecs
It 15 to be mentioned here that the water level
drop in the river, will facilitate easier discharge of
t in vast areas of Sindh into the
river, The water of flash floods in Sindh’s districts
on the western bank of the river, still standing as a

been 2 94 500

the water standin

hu%e lake,

housands of ggmp_le have evacuated from katcha
_ istrict as the flood -
Kotr moving towards Indus delta to enter in the

area in Thatta

Arabian Sea.

Several flood-affected people have taken refuge
at river dykes after their villages submerged in tﬁ:
in the river has badly hit the
areas in the route of the river to the sea.
Floodwater has damaged crops and thousands of

water. The floodin

mud houses in the area.

Dengue epidemic:
Islamabad
reports 96,

Karachi 324,
Punjab 191 new
cases in 24 hours

ISLAMABAD: The
country is in midst of a
dengue  epidemic  as
Islamabad reported 96,
Karachi 324 and Punjab
reported 191 new cases in
the last 24 hours.

According  to _the
District Health Officer
Islamabad Zaeem Zia, 96
new dengue chses were
reported in Islamabad in
the last 34 hours. At least
four people have lost their
lives to dengue in
Islamabad in the current

Seas0n

Meanwhile, the Health
Department Sindh told
that 324 new cases were
reported in Karachi in the
last 24 hours while two
pcngle were  reported
dead. The total tally of
dengue cases in Karachi
this® month has gone
above 2300 while the
death tally is 11,

As many as 403 people
were  diagnosed  with
dengue in Karachi yester-
da)i, almost double the
202 cases reported the
day before, data released
by the Sindh health
department showed on
Saturday. .

Moreover, Punjab
reported 191 new cases in
the last 24  hours
Rawalpindi reported 84
Lahore and
Gujranwala reported 10
cases, told the secretary of
heaith Punjab,

In a statement,
Secretary Health Punjab
said thal 30 cases of
d & ViTuS were report-
ed from Rawalpindi and
62 cases of the mosquito-
bome disease during the
past 24 hours INP

Main objective
behind conspiracy
achieved with end

to NAB cases:

Fawad

ISLAMABAD .
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) leader Fawad
Chaudhry on Sunday said
that the main objective of
the conspiracy has been
achieved as the Mational
Accountability  Bureau
(NAB) cases worth bil-
lions of rupees have
ended.

In a statement on
Twitter, The PTI leader
while fashing out at the
incumbent rulers said that
they have achieved the
main objective behind the
conspiracy of overthrow-
ing the govemment,
and that he explained to
be the NAB cases ag!amsl
the ruling political lead-
ers He said they have suc-
cessfully ended the NAB
cases worth billions of
rupees against them INP

it

S, S

i___ =" e — = = L . i
ISLAMABAD: Youngsters are enjoying Sunday Holiday at Shah Allah Ditta cave, in

Federal Capital.

Forecasting

The water 1n the river at Guddu Barrage has
dropped with inflow 1,55 000 cusecs and outflow
of water 1,40,000 cusecs,

The water inflow in river at Sukkur Barrage has
been measured
1,51, 200 cusecs,

1,53,400 cusecs and outflow

The water in the river at Guddu Barrage has been

OWwi=

been

stream from  measured

measured with inflow 1,47,400 cusecs and outflow
of water 1,35,900 cusecs.

The water inflow in river at Sukkur Barrage has
measured
1,447,000 cusecs g

Indus River has been normal at Tarbela reservoir
with water inflow 1,02 000 cusecs, while outflow
has been 94,200 cusecs. ) )

The water inflow in river at Jinnah Ba_rraﬁ,e in
Kalabagh has been 1,20.200 cusecs and discharge
112,200 cusecs.

The water inflow in Indus at Chashma has been

150,700 cusecs and outflow

1,47.800 cusecs and discharge measured 1.29,100

CUSECS,

The water inflow in the river at Taunsa Barrage
has been 1,31,400 cusecs, while outflow has been
1,14,400 cusecs, according to the water record

Jhelum, Chenab, Ravi and Sutlej rivers are flow-

ing below the low Mood level IN

Shazia Sarwar appointed
first DPO in Punjab from
Balochistan

LAHORE : Inspector (General of
Police (1G) Punjab has appointed Shazia
Sarwar as the first female district police
officer (DPO) hailing from Balochistan
province, )

IG Punjab Faisal Shahkar has
appointed Shazia Sarwar, who hails
from district Bolan of the Baochistan
province, as DPO Layyah.

Shazia Sarwar i part of 40th
Common and has remained posted in
multiple distncts of the province.

Speaking on her appointment G
Faisal Shahkar said that they are encour-
aging women deployment in police and
multiple female cops are being posted at
better positions in the field,

RAWALPINDI: Peo
shop at Jamia Masjid

Karachi:

appointed Faisal Shahkar as new provin-
cial Inspector General (1G) shortly afier
Rao Sardar refused to continue servin
ghead of Punjab chief minister (CM})
election, o .
Aceording to the notifications issued
by Establishment Division, Rao Sardar
Ali Khan was replaced with Faisal
Shahkar Rao Sardar was appointed as
Pakistan Railways inspector general
with immediate effect.
_ The appointment came after top-rank-
ing government officials — 1G Punjab
and Chief Secretary Kamran Afzal —
refused to continue serving on their post.
AD Khawaja, Faisal Sh and Inam

Ghani were strong contenders for the 1G
Punjab post. INP

e are busy is buying flonr from a (raditional Nour mill
oad due to increase price of Mour bags,

Banned

outfit commander
arrested after shootout

KARACHI: The city police have
arrested a banned outfit command-
er following a shootout in

Karachi's ttehad Town on
Sunday. .
According to details, the arrest

was made after an exchange of fire
between police and the banned
outfit commander during a raid at
a hideout at Ittehad Town locality
of Baldia Town.

Senior Superintendent of Police
{35P) Kemari, Fida Hussain, said
that the terrorist commander was
wounded during the exchange of
fire. Meanwhile, the raiding team
also recovered weapons and hand
grenades from the suspect’s pos-
SES5107.

The local commander was asso-
ciated with banned outfit of Swat
chapter. “The arrested suspect was

leading a ten-member gang and he
was involved in street crimes and
robberies in different areas of
Karachi including district west,
district central and district east,”
said Fida Hussain.

Earlier this month, the city
police arrested as many as 26 ille-
al Afghans immigrants in
carachi’s Al-Asif Square for ille-
gally crossing the border.

According 1o details, the Sohrab
Goth Police Station carried out an
operation near the service road at
Al-Asif Square and arrested 26
illegal immigrants

A police spokesperson said that
the raid was conducted was by a
patrolling officer. The Afghan
nationals failed to show their
Pakistani citizenship and relevant
travel documents, they added INP

PAF rescue, rehabilitation operations
in full swing in flood-hit areas

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Air
Force (PAF) rescue, relief and reha-
bilitation operations are in full swing
in flood affected areas of KP, Sindh,
Balochistan and South Punjab.

The PAF personnel had been work-
i.n%mund the clock for the well-being
and timely provision of basic necessi-
ties of food, shelter, drinking water
and_medical assistance to the flood
victims, said a PAF news release,

_ In the last 24 hours, relief goods
including 20,060 packs of cooked
food, 8,851 water bottles, and 2,520
ration packs were distributed amongst
the needy families of Rajanpur,

Mitiari, “Talhar, Machi, olani,
Lashari, ND!:WE]"I, Machka, Gharo,
Jati, Kodario, "}?W“F- Chuhar
Jamali, Mirpur has, Saindad

Village, Village Balu, Jhaal Magsi,
Basti Sher uhammad, Lakhra,
Matyari, Saeedabad Shahdadkot,
Sohbatpur, Basti Jageer Gabool,
Fazilpur, and Allah Waraio Jamali.
The PAF emergency response
teams also provided assistance to the
flood affectees of MNasserabad, Jhal
Maghsi, Jacobabad, Khyarvi, Sindhri,

Sanghar, Goth Ismail, Kumbhar,
Sargal, Pholari, Dadu, Pagadar Shah,
Mian Pota, Pashin, Ohila Abdullah,
Qilla Saifullaha, Thul, Sehwan,

awab Shah, Sakrand, Esabhatti,
Sukkur, Pir Patho, Uthal, Hyderabad,
Mirpur Khas, Talhar Nawakilli,
Gulistan Killi Saleh and Killi Habib-
zai.

Moreover, free medical camps
established by PAF were constantly
providing free medical facilities to
the locals. 489 patients were attended
?'}I medical teams of PAF de]iiuyed in
ield hospitals in the last 24 hours.

In the last 24 hours, relief goods
ingluding 20,060 packs of cooked
food, 8,851 water botiles, and 2,520
ration packs were distributed amongst
the needy families of Rajanpur,
Mitiari, Talhar, Machi, Bolani,
Lashari, NEIT_Wﬂi'I. Machka, Gharo,
Jati, Kodario, Hajipur, Chuhar
Jamali, Mirpur has, Saindad
Village, Village Balu, Jhaal Magsi,
Basti Sher Muhammad, Lakhra, Mat
yari, Saeedabad Shahdadkot, Sohb
atpur, Basti Jageer Gabool, Fazilpur,
and Allah Waraio Jamali. INP




