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Quetta: Children facing
brunt of floods as their
death toll reached 75

'Floods wreak havoe in Hama
Urak Quetta
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| Anti polio campaign
| postponed in Balochistan
because of floods

Sved Ali Shah
anan Mandokhail

tourists to enter the valley because  the mountain-ringed valley. which is
of Tear of the worst traffic jams home 1o what locals sav 14,000 peo-

“You are not allowed 1o go to the  ple. “Floods inflicted heavy damages
valley™, a man who identified him- 1o our orchards™, Zainuddin, anoiher
self as -'i'L_Iﬂb Khan Kakar, a member  food affected lamented The affected
of the Hanna Urak Committee told  people demanded of the federal and
the Daily Quenta Voice team. provincial governments supgcm them

Flash floods unleashed by heavy
rainfall wreaked havoc in Hanna
Urak Quetta, Pakistan’s famous
fourist point. Floods swept away

houses, bridges, and roads in the However, after showing press n these difficult times. bag of
lush ereen valley located in the cards, the man allowed the team o sugar and flour is not enough. we
middle of rugged mountains. cover the natural disaster want our homes back™ Zainuddin
“Floods swept away everything”, “Flood said. He said the govemment has to
Is:ﬁr ihmb I?karaa ﬂom{@ﬁemee 00ds rsglncau: them and consiruct houses
tol e Daily Quena Voice on ¥ ¥ r them Balochistan and Sindh
Friday evening, inflicted hEﬂV}" provinces have faced the brunt of

Heavy rainfall and floods had damages to our recenl  monsoon  raing,  which
destroyed standing apple trees and i unleashed Mash floods. Most parts of
inflicted heavy damage to other orchards the two provinces have been com-

standing crops in the area. The true
face of the lush green wvalley
famous for pleasant cold weather
was completely distorted by the
merciless floods lsrar Kakar, a
mighty man with a black bushy
beard” bursts into tears when he
recalled the night when floods
swept away their homes. “My
daughter calls for her school bag,
which was swept away in floods”,
he cried recalling the movement.

It is very difficult to drive on the
already narrow and poor road
severely damaged by floods
Residents of the area don’t allow

In few minutes, -' sjit wa a house built
after 40 years struggle

Town Nawan Killi. The floods swept away our gleand ﬂnodswashedawair it
an

Floods and heavy rainfall have also  pletely flooded and people have no
damaged apple orchards located in space to live
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authorities had not provided homes before our ‘eyes”, n few minutes”, Agha

Manan Mandokhail them with tents and blan- Amanullah Rind. a’ dis- said < ;
kets and they were shelter- abled man with a buﬁl"t;? The Provincial Disaster
QUETTA: Flash floods less, black beard recalls. Mansf‘g::merl_l Authority
urleazhed h? heavy rainfall “I know, you media men could not save a single (PDMA)claimed to have pro-
wreaked havor  ACross only make photos and give glass”, he said, vided relief items to the

Pakistan The flood-affected
people natrate heartwrench-
ing stories about the devas-
tation caused by merciless

ing” : The flopd-affected peo- flood-affected eople.
"Q{:IG;;;H 11?;];.?;: Id ::Ec?fﬂy le in the submbsp of However, people :En Pthe
Yearn Medismen ha\ife b::eﬁ uetta complain about the  ground dnegatel . !:Jbgfiﬂ;s
coming but they are not giv- lack of relief and demand claims and are critic €

: i ; 3 of the authorities to pro-  authonty,

floods in B“;E"E??":Ear; ﬂ';": ing anything. vide them wath tents, ::Emv Houses damaged in Quetta
:?:::Sit:l?cts Lihod i S 2 Floods swept modities, and medicimes. “We are FEEI up ‘l.;'tth Eum

o ‘ : “w sessions”’, Mustafa an,
hnu?ee af“:tenrn s'iirgmjgarsthé?' iy 200 i [\’_'l}' e aqu:éthﬁrd ﬂcﬂ?ﬂﬂaﬁtﬁg dhpc;s{?n
stmggelﬁ"._ Tasleem Akhtar, mud-walled I“;“T1Ifi::ﬂha zitl.ﬁluls wérﬁ O(;l:li:m E;Idemak:
an a tta’ : 1 e a i : i
5 ks o houses inKeini, WAl (e, Ak ingpicks of e deuncion
her husband and family Kamalo F Y tents”, he demanded,
members struggled for 40 man cried Chief Minister Balochistan,
years to collect money to Floods swept away more i3 e Mir Quddus Bizenjo has
construct this house. than 200  mud-walled Mf{;; 500 got injured whena  already admitted that _thers

Tasleem, her two daugh- S houses in Quetta’s Kilh wall fell”, Agha Jan, a 43- Wis 8 shortage Frf tents in the
ters, two sons and husband . === Kamalo Uzbek Bazar A  year-old man cried Namating  province. He said this was the
were sitting outside the ) ! e Mg, o Tty B I&rgjf: number of people are  the ordeal, the man burst into  underlying reasons that still a
destroyed house in Malik i o e TROL NS  shelterless’ there. “That ltears I constructed this ]a"%': number of people were

e S L ol ENRAR S e 8 A% was  doomsday when house afier 20 years of strug-  shelterless.
Thousands in desperate Anti polio W
need of support in Balochistan: campaign
Lashkari Raisani postponed in

Siaff Reporter 5 Balochistan

Senior politician and former sen-
;t:gr. Nﬂ&%?zﬁ'; Mij'd T]__I.ashht-:ari because ﬂf

isani on Thursday said that thou-
sands of people wgre in desperate ﬂﬂDﬂS
need of support in Balochistan, | i '
“The philanthropists should come Health Desk -

forward and support the flood- I : —
affected people”, Mr. Raisani said a ¥ 1 QUETTA: The &nh-[p-nhcl cam-
The Balochistan Peace Forum  area of the provinee, which covers | paign was postponed for the sec-
launched relief activities in flood-  half of the country in terms of the | ond time in Balochistan because of
affected areas of the province to  area has been hit hard by floeds and -
support the affected people. torrential rains.
“People are deprived of a one-time The Balechistan Peace Forum
meal and we should I{ﬁin hands to  distributed relief goods among the
su]ymrt them”, Lashkari Raisami  affected Em le in Mawan  Killi,
sl Hana Urak, Killi Nasaran and other
Flash Aoods unleashed by heavy  parts of the province, “We standby
rainfall plaved havoc across our 1{ le in this hour of tmal”,
as

oes =

Balochistan, Almost 830 percent  Haji kari said ‘_.::.f_:.l.
Three siblings killed as truck runs RS

over flood victims in Badin Sindh | 555550 sovemment his dead

; Emgn scheduled 1o commence on

L struck. eptember 5th, a statement issued

Monitoring Desk Police rushed to the spot soon | by the health department govern-
R after the incident was reported | ment of Balochistan said.

In a shocking incident, three  as flood victims blocked the The campaign has been post-

siblings were killed as a truck  road Officials arrested the | poned after Noods wreaked havoe
loaded with relief goods ran driver and the conductor, and | across the province. A new sched-
over flood victims in the Badin  also  seized the wvehicle as | ule for the commencement of the
district of Sindh provinee, The  around 40 people continued the | anti-polio campaign would be

flood-affected people were protest announced later, the statement
sleeping on the roadside when Golarchi  Station  House | said.
the truck ran over them in the  Officer (SHO) Asghar Halepoto This is for the second time that

wee hours of Friday. identified  the ~ driver as | the government has postponed the
The unfortunate siblings  Zainullah and the conductor as anh—aulm campaign. Earher, the
were displaced by the floods Noor Gul, reiterating that the | health depariment had postponed
and_had sought refuge on the wehicle in question had been | the anti-polio campaign scheduled
roadside when the tragedy mmpounded to commence on August 29th.
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Editor Asim Khan

Balochistan floods: Govt and

friendly opposition missing

The disastrous situation developed in the aftermath of heavy rainfall in
Balochistan demands the provincial rulers and “friendly opposition’ to
spend their days with flood affectees. However, the situation is quite differ-

ent here

Chief Mmister Balochistan, Mir Quddus Bizenjo onee visited the flood-
ed Lasbela district in a helicopter and then visited Killa Saifullah along
with Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif. The cabinet members are hardly seen
in the flood-affected areas. The friendly opposition has also preferred to be
mum when it comes to supporting the flood-affected people and criticizing

the government

Flash floods unleashed by heavy ramfall have wreaked havoc across
Balochistan. Floods and rains claimed precious human lives, destroyed
standing erops, killed livestock, and swept away bridges, dams, and roads

throughout the province.

The 30-vear average rainfall record has been broken

A statement from the climate change ministry said that the 30-vear aver-
age for rainfall in Balochistan and Sindh had been broken. In Balochistan,
the destruction caused by floods 15 beyond imagination,

The Balochistan government has declared an emergcency m 26 out of a
total of 34 distrnicts of Balochistan. Some deputy commissioners have per-
tormed well when it comes to rescue and relief operations. Pakistan Army
and Frontier Corps have extended all-out support to the provineial govern-
ment in evacualing the stranded people. _

Above all, Commander 12-Corps Lieutenant General Sarfaraz Ali and
other military officers embraced martyrdom in the relief and rescue opera-

tion in Lasbella

The Balochistan government should take the lead

Nevertheless, 1t 15 the core responsibibity of the Balochistan government
to get a leading role in the rescue and relief operations. The CM and cabi-
net members should come out of their offices and support the people on the
ground and encourage the rescue workers to evacuale the people i

The damagﬁs are heyond comprehension. Chief Secretary Balochistan

Abdul Aziz

qaili has comparatively performed well when it comes to

monitoring the situation and directing the concerned quarters in supporting

the flood affectees

A comprehensive and farr survey of the damages needs to be conducted
to ensure cumﬁcns&tmn to the affectees across Balochistan. The provineial

government s

ould also seriously approach the federal government to

announce & special package for the rehabilitation of affectees, growers, and

farmers of Balochistan

According to  Clhimate
Change Performance Index
{CCPly, Pakistan 1s the Sth
most valnerable country to
climate change. Pakistan
will face a 526 ballion annu-
al loss. The greenhouse gas
emissions of Pakistan are
0. 7% which is nearly negli-
gible, Greenhouse gases ane
resulting in the ncrease in
Wnrlﬁcraturc of the planct
&l

Pakistan received heavy
ratnfall in this monsoon.
The rmnfall was followed
by extreme flash floods in
many parts of the country,
The 3 provinces Ehyber
Pakhtun khwalKPK),
Sindh, and Balochistan par-
ticularly received  heavy
rainfall and fioods. Till now
most damages are recorded
in the Balochistan province.

Balochistan is the most
vulnerable  to climate
change:

Balochistan 15 the muost
vulnerable province  of
Pakistan to chmate change,
Many times this province
has faced different types of
matural disasters due o cli-
miate change. Drought iz the
major threat to Balochistan
as Barkan the district of
Balochistan faced a pro-
longed  drought of 22
months from 999 o 2002,
and Cuetta  experienced
severe droughts in 20MH),
2004, and 2008, During this
MOnsoon SEASON,
Balochistan faced extreme
floods in almost every par
of the province )

Houses  damaged n
Ouetta

Vulnerability of Balochistan
Pakistan to Climate Change

The floods swept away
dams and destroved the
buildings, houses. roads.
and bridges in Balochistan.
KPK, and Sindh. The com-
munication  links  were

destroved by the merciless
waves of the flash floods
This resulted in the break-

down of physical commum-
cation between the
rovinces. The provinces
aced food shorages, as all
of the roads were broken
and the bridges collapsed
Train service was also sus-
pended due to the collapse

of a brndge in Bolan. a dis-

trict of Balochistan. Punjab
i5 also facing smog and
heatwave as a result of cli-
mate change. Somelimes
the density of smog
becomes such high as the
transportation svstem
remains suspended cven for
dave,

Balochistan totally para-
Ivzed due to floods:

The flood Waves
destroyed the infrastmcture
in Balochistan, The pnmany
gource  of income  for
Balochistan's 85 percent
population g agriculral
Floods destroved crops on

larme  scale, and people
faced economic issucs. Life
in the provines was totally
paralyzed as it faced a pro-
longed Sul gas suspension,
no clectncity, a shortage of
food items, and no mobile
network, The govemment
announced 7 dayvs holiday
for all educational instifu-
tions in the provines, due to
the continuous floods

The floods claimed many
precious human lives. Most
of them were children,
women, and aged men. The

rovincial govemment and
federal government scemed
verv weak to cope with the
situation,  Balochistan’s
govermment called for the
Pakistan Military to be sta-
tioned in the different flood-
affected arcas of the
province in order to handle
the unwanted incidents.

The National Disaster
Manapgement
Authorit{NDMA)  and
Provincial Disaster
Management
Authonty(PDMA) need to
make disaster management
plans to handle such situa-
tions. It should highly train
its employvees so that human
lives can be saved,

Dams must be built on
emergency bases to provent
fioods and storé water for
drought-like situations. The
dam construction  work
should be strictly supervised
to increase the construction
guality of the dams. The
provincial govemment must
ensure. zero encroachment
in the waterways

Pakistan as a developing

couniry ngeds the cooper-
tion of the International
community;

Pakistan's economy is
mainly based on agriculture
and climate change is
adversely  affecting  its
crops. Climate change is
having an impact on the sea-
sonal conditions of Pakistan
in which summers will get
longer and winters 1-.'1'J|Egc
shorter. Pakistan is cconom-
ically weak and it is difficult
for the country to fight cli-
mate change. Az a develop-
ing country, it has limited
resources and poverty s
spread afl over the country,

¢ average daily income of
mare than half of the popu-
fation is around 7 dollars.

Bridee collapsed in khuz-
dar distnct of Balochistan

The highest emitters of
ereenhouse pases are devel-
oped counfiries.
Interestingly only 10 coun-
trics emit 68 percent of the
ﬁcrcﬂnhnuscl gascs. Pakistan

ing a signatory of the
Pans agreement on climate
change and being the least
emitter of greenhouse gas
needs the cooperation of the
intermational community to
help it to fight against cli-
mate change

The author 15 a student of
Software Engineering at the
Balochistan  University of

Information  Technology
Engineering and
Management Sciences

(BUITEMS). He frequently
writes about looming threat
of climate change and glob-
al warming n Balochistan
and Pakistan

The Socio-Economic
Impacts of 2022 Floods
in Balochistan

Syed Safdar

Ahmed

Flood is one of the
most divesting natu-
ral hazards through-
out the alobe.
According to CRED-
Data Base, from the
19th century till the
present day thousands
of people have lost
their life due to flood
disasters. Further, 4.5
million people were
dis Eaceg, imjured,
and homeless.

Pakistan Vulnerable
to MNatural Disasters

Pakistan is particu-
larly wulnerahble to
naiural disasters
including floods. The
2010-11 floods
adversely affected the
economy of Pakistan,
The  geographical
location _ of
Balochistan is prone
to many natural disas-
like drought
floods, and earth-
quakes. The recent
monsoon spells have
adversely affected the
rural communities of
the province. The
SO0Ccl1o-gCcOonomIc
development of the
rural  areas  of
Balochistan mainly

belongs to the agr-
culture sector. e

agriculture sector 1s
depending on_ the
availability of the

required amount of
water,

Balochistan  lasts
huge amount of water
due to no dams;

Unfortunately, in
the recent monsoon
5¢cason, we have 1DE|Z i
huge amount of water
due to the lack of
proper reservoir and
dam svstems in the
province. [Dam and
reservoirs can mini-
mize the mitial pres-
sure of flood on one

side whereas;, on the

i

other hand, such stor-
age of water can
rcchar{i;c the depleted
roundwater table n
those parncular Areas.

Due to a lack of
proper  management
an planning, we
always face cata-
strophic  events in
terms of floods
drought, ete. the rele-
vant stockholders like
PDMA, Agriculture
Department, and
Irrigation Department
need to revisit their
policies in terms aof
water storage to mini-
mize the adverse

=
impact of flood and
drought n the
province
The consequences
of floods, both nega-
tive and positive,
vary greatly depend-
ing on their location,
duration, the extent of
flooding, depth, and
speed, as well as the
vulnerability and
value of the affected
natural and construct-
ed environments
Floods impact both
individuals and com-
munities and have
social, economie, and
environmental conse-
quences

— el

PR
The environmental
benefits of flooding

can also help the
economy through
things such as
mereased fish pro-

duction, recharge of
groundwater
resources, and main-
tenance of recreation-
al environments

We need to take
action with a proac-
tive approach rather
than a  reaclive
approach, If we invest
£10 in the pre-phase
of a disaster s0 we
can save 5100 in the
post-phase of a disas-
ter

Future directions

= the [oods
LWweep  across
much ol
Pakistan, (hey
have highlight-
ed the need for
proper water management,
It was in the &l when
President Avub Khan built
the Warsak, Mangla and
Tarbela dams. Little work
on new dam construction
has been done in the subse-
quent 50 vears
In contrast China has
construcied 80,000 Jarge
dams, and India has buwlt
over 5000 |arge dams while
Pakistan has only two big
dams. If Pakistan too had
built about a thousand large
dams, much ol the water
that is causing nadional
devastation could have
been stored and used both
for agriculiure as well as
for elecincitv generation,
The country's nver sys-
tems are dependent on
melting of elaciers in the
snow-covered Himalayas
and with global warming,
inereased ﬁ::-miing i5 1o be
expected both i terms of
overflowing nivers as well
as flash ]H;mding dug o
unusually heavy rains, as
has happened now. The
water siorage capacity of
Pakistan in the Indus Basin
is hardly 30 davs whereas
India has a storage capacity
of about 200 days while in
Australia and US  this
capacity is about 900 days.
It 13 imperative that a well-
thought-out water manage-
menl sirategy i= urgenily
implamenied as the present
floods are likely 0 be a
regular feature with further
intensification  over the
next few decades. on
account of global warming
But dam construction 1s
onlv one of the major prob-
lems Facing Pakistan. The

country has dismally failed
o fap into 115 real wealth,
our children, by neglecting
education. Our  planning
minisiry neads o drastical-
by change the overall direc-
tions of the countrv to a
technology driven knowl-
edge economy. Innovation
leading to creation of dis-
ruptive businesses must
become the national priori-
tv. For this it is imporiant
1o promole the venture
starl-up eco system

~ Pakistan’s main problem
is that its exports are at a
mizerable level of about
&30 hillion since we are
exporting only low valoe
textiles. agncultural prod-
ucts elc. We need o
emenze from this low value
trap and start manufactur-
g and exporting high
value products such as
electronics,  enginsening
goods, aulomobiles, new
solar energy 1echnnlc:3;|tes.
pharmaceuticals as well as
Al products such as those
based o Artificial
Intelligence, Intemetl of
Things etc,

To achieve this, a num-
ber of steps nead to be
taken. Our universities and
rezearch centers must inte-
grate innovation and entre-
preneurship inlo their pro-
Erammes, Lniversities
today  are harbingers of
change. Thev can act as the
platforms  from  which
thousands of successiul
glart-ups can sprout up,
Technology Parks nesd 1o
be made an integral pant of
all universities, and gov-
errmeni mumﬁorl Lo wniver-
sity budgets inked (o their
SUCCESS 1N promoling new
businesses and enhancing
national exporis,

One excellent model 1s
that of the University of
Cambridge. 1 know the uni-

versity well as | spent over
elght vears there first for
mv PhD and later as
Fellow of Kings College
Cambridge. This associa-
tion has continued over the
last 50 vyears, A large
Science Park is associated
with Cambridge University
which has been the home
to thousands of new start-
up companies in hizh tech
fields, Established i 1970
I Trimity  Collegs,
Cambridge Science Park is
today Eurape’s largest cen-
tre for commercial research
and development.
Cambridge city is now
home 1o some of the
fastest-growing tech com-
E’mies i the UK such as

arkirace, CGeoSpock and
more, These companies
have heen estimated to
have an annual tumover of
GBP2.4 billion.

There are huge opporiu-
nities in Pakistan in many
sectors that remain unex-
ploited including  wasie
recveling, mineral extrac-
tion  and  processing,
advanced agricullure and
energy  storage systems.
Qur universities nead to be
upzraded with high quality
faculty, and technology
parks established within
them to [oster new stari-up
companies, They should be
given  liberal  research
rrants in both applied and

ic areas of science, for
technology development
and for social sciences. The
private sector has a pivotal
role to play in these effons
by investing in Research
and Development -- this is
almost absent in Pakistan
The government can help
jumpstart the private sector
R&D efforis by giving tax
breaks to mdustry invest-
ing in research and devel-
apment.

Learning from catastrophes

Monseon  rains  and
tfloods continue to wreak
havoc across the country.
More than 1,000 lives
have been lost and over
1,500 lpeu:up]e wounded in
the calamity that saw the
destruction of bridges,
small dams, schools, hos-
pitals besides the inunda-
tion of millions of acres
of land

The recent floods have
not only  exposed the
flawed development
models but also put a
gquestion mark over the
tall claims of the ruling
elite that pretends to be
altruistic. )

The heart-wrenching
scenes of five young men
making desperate appeals
for help in a town of
Khyber  Pukhtunkhwa
(KP) and the images of
children swept away by
merciless waves of floods
i Balochistan  have
moved every sensilive
person, The grief of those
who saw their loved ones
drowning in fromt of their
eves  as  they called
authorities for help is
umimaginable.

Such tragic incidents
must have inflicted deep
wounds in the heants of
those who laost their rela-
tives. This tragic loss has
become an integral part
of their life, which will
make them heartbroken
every time they think
abowt their loved ones.

What is even more
unfortunate is the fact
that these flood victims
do nol seem to have
respite any time soon
The spectre of diseases,
which are hikely to break
out in several parts of the
country, is haunting mil-
lions of flood victims.
Poor hygienic conditions
in camps and temporary

shelters are also multiply-
ing their misery. It seems
that it will take years, or
mavbe decades, for these
people to rebuild their
shattered lives.

But far away from the
grief and misery of these
unfortunate people is a
ruling class which is busy
enjoying its carefree life.
The  “champion o
change'. whose party is
rufing four out of the six
regions that have been
devastated by floods and
torrential rains, has noth-
ing to do except repeating
the foreign conspiracy
allegations. His teams in
Punjab, KP  Gilgit-
Balfistan {GB) and Azad
Jammu and Kashmir
(AJK)} seem to have a
hectic  schedule  that
forces them to visit every
place except the areas
that are  inundated
because of the incessant
downpours and overflow-
|ﬂgf“'-f¢‘1‘5.

hese people are
defending the logic of the
‘revolutionary  leader’,
who unabashedly assert-
ed that he would hold
public gathenngs even in
the middle of war. The
ious  leader firmly
lieves that his struggle
for real independence
will immediately tame
the furious waves of the

River Indus, warding off
the danger posed to
Mowshera and parts of

KP. Imran Khan has a
dogged determination 1o
prove that if a leader is
clad in shalwar qamees,
repeats the mantra of cor-
ruption _and  addresses
mammoth public gather-
ings, the misery of flood-
affected people would
evaporate within no time.
Such an approach will
immensely help rebuild

destroyed houses, drain
inundated land. repair
damaged bridges and
restore extirpated roads.
Therefore, he thinks it is
iusnﬁed to squander bil-
ions of rupees on larger-
than-life hillboards, thou-
sands of panaflex and
2IANT screens to propagate
ﬁie message of the mod-
ern emancipator

These floods have also
exposed the I!:erforr_nanoe
of the party thal claims 1o
be the champion of the
Ecm':rgl will. Its pathetic
handling of the situation
in Sindh has infuriated
tens of thousands people
who are struggling to Ei'iet
relief. The way the
party’s feudal lords treat-
ed grief-stricken people
has unleashed a torrent of
criticism. Video clips of'a
lmlit:cinn distributin
1550 among the affecte
have prompted many to
criticize the party thai has
been ruling over the
province for over a
decade now

In the last few days, we
saw how angry mobs sur-
rounded provincial minis-
ters who went to flood-
affected areas for photo
sessions, %ueslmnmg
these modemn barons over
the lacklustre response of
the provincial govern-
ment Instead of respond-
ing to these gquestions,
some of these povern-

ment's  represeniatives
mishehaved with  the
affeciees

I;ni‘orlunatelg, these
members of the ruling
elite, whether they are
from the PTI, the FPP or

the PML-M, will continue
fooling the people unless
the peaple rise against
them demanding a model
of development that does
not benefit just a few

companies, contractors
and politicians but the
vast majority of the coun-
. From Prime Minister
Shehbaz Shanf to PPP
Chairperson Bilawal
Bhutto-Zardari, all are
trying to give the impres-
sion that they really care
about the plight of the
people, but, in reality, no
palitician is ready to take
responsibility for the loss
of over 1,000 lives
Several reports sugpest
that the government knew
about the severity of the
rains.  However,  the
measures it took were not
enough to ward off the
losses that have had dev-
astating effects on the
lives of millions of peo-
ple.
Many -argue that the
ruling elite 15 responsible
for the destruction and
devastation caused by the
floods  and torrential
rains, The ruling class
failed 1o make concrele
efforts to clear off water-
ways, which could have
minimized losses to a
great extent. In 2019 the
government _was
imformed that the existin
waterways were so brog
decades ago that one mil-
lion cusecs water could
easily pass through them
but their size has shrunk
now because of encroach-

ment  and unplanned
development. Now only
100,000 cusecs of water

can pass through these
waterways., Rivers have
been encroached upon by
the builder mafia, and
even  sewerage drains
have not been spared.
What has been done
cannot be undone, but the
government can at least
identify the waterways
that are occupied by vari-
ous vested interests and

make efforts to clear the
same so that future floods
and rains do not tum out
to be as devastating as the
current ones. The timber
mafia. whose greed for
profit kas also complicat-
ed the situation, should
also be reined in.

As far as relief efforts
are concerned, it 15 not
the federal body or the
provincial disaster man-
agement that should be
handling these activities
across  the  country
Instead, the local bodies
should be tasked to deal
with the situation. But
unfortunately, our politi-
cians have unjustified
contempt for devolution

of __FDWETS. )
he PPP which takes

credit  for  the  18th
Amendment is not ready
to transfer powers to dis-
tricts, towns and union
councils. In Sindh it has
effectively defanged local
government instiiutions,
concentrating all powers
in the hands of the
provincial government
_ lmran Khan had prom-
1sed to devolve such pow-
ers, arguing that legisla-
tors should not be given
any development funds at
all as local governments
were responsible for tak-
ing care of such develop-
ment work, but he opened
the gates of the national
exchequer for elected
parliamentarians, show-
ering billions of rupees to
carrn out pplifl projects

The visits of Prime
Minister  Sharil  and
Foreign Minister Bilawal
Bhutto-Zardari are com-
mendable, but there is no
puint in squandenng pre-
cious state Tesources on
VIP movements, aeral
visits and advertisement
campaigns.

Inequality and
hunger

gginning on
Ma:? 24.h the
W oo | d
Economic
Forum 15 gath-
) ermg m Davos,
Switzerland for an in-per-
s0n meeting, discussin
the global tax system an
financial nelusion
Thanks to protests and
new research, however,
participants will not be
able to avoid the elephant
in the room. the surging
mequality of wealth dur-
ing the pandemic
As the Institute for
Policy Studies (IPS) and
Inequatl ity org have docu-
mented over the last two
vears of a global pandem-
1€, billionaire assets have
surped while millions lost
their lives and livelihoods
A new report from
Onfam  dramatizes how
hundreds of millions of
Eeoplie around the world
ave slid further into
poverty during this time
period. In a detailed
examination of the food
and agriculture industry,
Orcfam found that billion-
gires in that industry saw
their wealth increase by
%382 billion during the
pandemic. An emergency
windfall tax on their
wealth increase alone (1o
say nothing of their pre-
pandemic hillions) could
end world hunger and
double the incomes of 545
million small-scale farm-
ers
In January, an analysis
by the Fight Ineguality
Alliance, Institute for
Policy Studies, Oxfam,
and the Patriotic
hillionaires found that an
annual wealth tax starting
at just 2 percent for those

with more than 5 million,
3 percent for those with
over 30 million, and up
to 5 percent for billion-
aires.  could  penerate
upwands of $2.52 trallion a
vear. That's enough to lift
2.3 billion people out of
poverty, fund vaceines for
everyone in the world, and
deliver universal health-
care and social protections
for all the citizens of low-
and lower-middle-ingome
countries.

A group of owver 150
millionaires released a
strong statement calling
on Davos attendees to face
the dangers of runaway
wedlth  inequality and
speak out in favor of
national efforts to levy
progressive income and
wealth taxes on the ultra-
wealthy. “The truth is that
‘Davos’ doesn’t deserve
the world's trust right
now,” the statement reads.
“For all the countless
howrs spent talking about
making the world a better
place, the conference has
produced little tangible
value amidst a torrent of
self-congratulations,”

“Unti participants
acknowledge the simple,
effective solution staring
them in the face — taxing
the rich - the people of the
world will continue to see
their so-called dedication
to fixing the world's prob-
lems as little more than a
performance.”

The letter 15 signed by
actor and activist Mark
Ruffalo, as well as 5w

orters of the In Tax We

rust movement including
Abigail [Disney, Morris
Pearl, and Nick Hanauer,
These millionaires deliv-
ered the In Tax We Trust

letter directly to the World
Economic Forfum offices
in Mew York and Geneva,
and attended pro-taxation
demonstrations at the out-
skirts of the elite com-
pound in Davos itself

As the Institute for
Policy Studies (IP3) and
Inequality ore have docu-
mented over the last two
years of a global pandem-
ic, billionaire assets have
surged while millions lost
their lives and livelihoods.

A npew report from
Oefam  dramatizes how
hundreds of millions of
ﬁecuple around the world
ave slid further into
pnvmy during this time
period. In a detailed
examinafion of the food
and pgriculture industry,
Oxfam found that billion-
aires m that industry saw
their wealth increase by
£382 hillion during the
pandemic. An emergency
windfall tax on their
wealth increase alone (to
say nothing of their pre-
pandemic Wllions) could
end world hunger and
double the incomes of 345
million small-scale farm-
15,

In January, an analysis
by the Fight Imequality
Alliance, Institute for
Policy Studies, Oxfam,
and ~ the Patriotic
Millionaires found that an
annual wealth tax starting
at just 2 percent for those
with more than $5 mallion,
3 percent for those with
over 550 million, and up
to 5 percent for billion-
aires  could penerate
upwards of $2.52 trillion a
ear. That's enough to lift
2.3 billion people oot of
poverty, fund vaccines for
everyone in the world
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WHO pledges support
for flood-victims in

ISLAMABAD:

Remonal Director of the
World [Health
Organization [(WHO)

Ahmed Al-Mandhari has
pledged to continue sup-
porting flood-hit victims
it Pakistan,

Ahmed  Al-Mandhan
said this in a telephonic

conversation  with  the
Minister of Health Abadul
Oradir Patel.

The Regional Director
of the World Health
Organization  {WHO),
contacted the Minster of
Health Abdul Qadir Patel
on the telephone and
exchanged views on the

Pakistan

current prevailing situa-
hon after the ﬂoogs

Cadir Patel thanked the
World Health
Orpanization for helping
the flood wictims, the
WHO has a key role in the
health sector, he added
The minister of health
informed the Regional
Director about the dam-
ro cansed by the flood in
akistan, he sad that
there has been a large
scale destruction as a
result of the flood in
Pakistan He sad  that
Noods in Sindh,
Bailochistan and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa ave

severely damaged the
hasic health system

The WHO regional
director said that the flood
EIGE'“?IS will u:c;'ldtmu-e to
e fully supported.

The miﬁcr of health
informed the Regional
Dhrector about the dam-
aee cansed by the flood in
Pakistan, he said that
there has been a larse
scale destruction as a
result of the flood 1n
Pakistan He said that
floods in Sindh,
Balochistan and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa ave
severely damaped the
hasic health system, [MP

CPEC key to
Balochistan's economic

empowerment:
WealthPK

ISLAMABAD:The
Balochistan  province
will experience robust
socioeconomic  growth
once the infrastruciure
and energy  projects
launched under  the
China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor are
completed

This was stated by
Federal Minister for
Planning, Development,
and Special initiatives
Ahsan Igbal during an
exclusive talk  with
WealthPK.

Ahsan Igbal said, “The
government is fully com-
mitted to the develop-
ment of CPEC for the
country's uplifi, prosper-
ity poverty alleviation,
human resource develop-
ment,  job  creation,
industrialisation and
power generation.”

He expressed the hope
that  the  Planning
Commission would take
the Balochistan
province's demands into
consideration and avoid
making the same mis-
takes that had been made
in the past. “The govern-
ment would do 1ts best
for  the Fast-tracked,
speedy and unhindered
progress and develop-
ment of the province.”

He added that today's
challenge for any emerg-
ing nation is to become
an ideal state economi-
cally. “We still need to
learn how to run & sug-
cessful economy ™

Adnan Khan, a socioe-
conomic  development
specialist at the CPEC

uthuntl)'. while talking

th

to WealthPK said that
Baluchistan enjoys
remarkable economic

development, with trade
extending  from the
mountains of Kashgar to
the Arabian Sea and
beyond, “The develop-
ment of Gwadar is neces-
sary for the success of
the Belt and Road
Initiative (RRI)."

It is relevant to add
here that BRI is a major
development initiative
COVErng many regions.
CPEC 15 a key compo-
nent of BRI

“CPEC is implement-
ing a number of road and
rransportation, energy.
education and training,
industrial,  and other
SUCIOECONOMIC Projecls
The development of road
networks has increased
social and  economic
activities in Balochistan
Along with the complet-
ed C%’EC routes, locals

have begun constructing
hotels, stores and resi-
dences to boost their rev-
enues,” Adnan Khan
said .

He further said that
some major projects for
Balochistan weére Easl
Bay Expressway.
Makran coastal highway,
Gwadar international air-

ort, Gwadar-MNawabash

MG terminal, Gwadar
smart port city, a water
treatment plant, Gwadar
hospital — wpgradation,
Gwadar primary school,
and Zhob-Queita high-
way .

“There is also an ener-

v.pw:n]]ecl — a 3ZOMW
ina Hub Coal Power
Project — which has
become operational and
provides electricity to
multiple regions  of
Balochistan on a commer
cial scale,” he added. Acc
ording to the CPEC
Authority official, indus-
trial zonés are being con-
sidered for a numﬁ;l: of
Balochistan cities,
including Cuetta, Gwada
r, Khuzdar, Uthal, Hub
and Dera Murad Jam
ali.It is pertinent to men-
tion_here that Bostan Ind
ustrial Zone situated in
Pishin district covers an
area of 1,000 acres. INP

QUETTA:Families of missing persons burns tyres to protest in
favor of their demands at Provincial Assembly Chowk, in
Provincial Capital.

China closely following
flood situation in
Pakistan: Spokesperson

BEIING: “Since the
Roods hit Pakistan, China
has been closely follow-
ing the situation. We
responded  immediately
and made every effort to
provide relief assistance,”
said Foreign Ministry
S?nkaspermn . Wang
Wenbin, according  to
Chinag Economic Met
(CEM}.

China will send sever-
al batches of urgently-
needed  supplies 1o
Pakistan  successively.
Early this week, the latest
batch of China’s aid for
Pakistani flood victims
cnnsisling of 3,000 tenis
reached Pakistan’s south-
emn port city of Karachi.

According to Wan
following the latest batc
of tents, the remaining
supplies will be transport-
ed to the disaster-stricken
areas as soon as possible,
Those tents were collect-
ed from China’s Sichuan

province, which suffered
gev%‘slaung earthguake in

At the time, Pakistan
rushed to China's assis-
tance and provided unre-
served help by sending all
its tents in stock to the
which

the

stricken  area,
deeply  touched
Chinése people
The Red Cross Society
of China provided US
300000 in emergency
cash assistance to the
Pakistan Red Crescent
Society, and launched a
handover ceremony in
Islamabad this week.
The Chinese enterpris-
et in Pakistan's southwest
Balochistan provinee
donated USD 250,000 on
September] to the flood
victims of the province.
“In China, provinces
autonomous regions an
municipalities  directly
under the Central
Government are acting in

VAFIOUS Ways 1o express
sympathy or suppor o

Pakistan.

The _ China
International
Development

Cooperation Agency has
set up a joint working
%mup witIJ1 Pakistan on
I

e implementation  of

follow-up cooperation in
emergency  rehief,” said
Wang,. ] ] I
Meanwhile, Pakistami
Embassy in China is
appealing to  relevant
ur%[angtmns‘ enterprises
and caring people to raise
funds, tents and other
necessary reliel materi-
als, according to reports.

Going forward, China
will continue to provide
Pakistan with urgently-
needed help and support
its disaster relief work,”
Wang said. “A friend in
need is a friend indeed;
true gold can stand the
test of fire, TNP
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ISL;’LMAED: Federal Minister for Law and Justice, Senator Azam Nazeer

Tarar chaired a fifth meeting of Cabinet sub Committee to deliberate a policy
relating to enforced disappearances at Ministry of Law in.

Speakers term Syed
Al Gilani epoch-making
leader of Kashmir

MUZAFFARABAD:
speakers described the late
freedom fighter as real
hero of the Kashmir free-
dom movement for his
undaunted _resistance
against the Indian tyranny
all through his life.

The speakers addressing
a semnar organized by the
University of Azad Jammu
and Kashmir to mark the
first death anniversary vet-
eran Hurrivat leader and
icon of Kashmir freedom
movement, Sved Al
Gilami, said Syed Al
Gilami fought throughout
his life to free the Kashmin

people from Indian subju-
ﬁaltun and his unprece-
ented struggle and spirit
of resistance will continue
to inspire the coming gen-
erations of Kashmiris.
Speaking at the seminar,
Prof  Dr. Mohammad
Qayyum Khan, Director of
Finance and the semor pro-
fessor of the University
said that Syed Al Gilam,
who entered the politics of
Kashmir in the 1930s,
waged a peaceful political
struggle for 37 years for
the settlement ~ of the
Kashmir issue, but ulti-
mately he realized that

India, the claimant of the
world's largest democracy
will not grant Kashmiris
their inalienable right to
self-determination through
democratic means,

Gilani who was elected
three times as a member of
the Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir Legislative
Assembly quit parliamen-
tary politics in the late 80s
and dedicated himself to
organizing the freedom
movement within Occupied
Kashmir and at the interna-
tional level to expose the
real face of India, Dr.
Cayyum added, INP

Faisalabad: JI blocks canal road
against inflated electricity bills

FAISALABAD Jamat-e-
Islami rE'JIJ has  Blocked
Faisalabad's Canal Road against

inflated eleciricity bills and
demanded withdrawal of all sur-
charges slapped on the con-
sumers on Friday. ]
According to  details, the
angry JI protesters staged a
rotest  outside  Faisalabad
lectric  Supply  Company
g—'b’ﬁf'ﬂ} headquarters on Canal
oad, carrying banners and
placards “demanding  that
increase in_ the power tarifl
should be withdrawn
Meanwhile, heavy contingent
of anti-riot force and district
police have been deployed out-
side FESCO headquarters to
avoid any untoward incident.
The law enforcement agencies

have installed barbed wire and
barriers outside the headquar-
lers

The protesters announced that
they would not deposit the bills
if the increase in tanff was not
withdrawn,

Earlier on_August 31, the
Mational  Electic  Power
Regulatory Authority (MNepra)
approved another increase in
electricity tanff by Rsd.34 per
unit on account of menthly fuel
al:llluslmem (MFAY for™ July
2022

The power regulator held a
public. hearing to consider the
monthly fuel adjustment (MFA).
The Central Power Purchasing
Jtﬁency-ﬂuarantee_ had submit-
t an _application for an
increase in electricity tanff by

Afghanistan mosque
blast kills 18, including
top cleric
KABUL : A huge bomb blast Friday at one of

the biggest mosques in western Afghanistan
killed af least 18 people. including an influen-

tial imam.

Images posted on Twitter showed what
appeared to be blood-stained bodies scattered
around the compound of Gazargah Mosque in

Herat city.

Af least I8 people were killed and 23 wound-
ed in Friday's blast, said Hameedullah
Motawakel. spokesman for the governor of
Herat province, in a text message to media.
kesman Zabihullah Mujahid
confirmed that Mujib-ur-Rahman Ansari, the
imam of the mosque, was among the dead.

“A strong and courageous religious scholar
of this country was martyred in a brutal
attack,” he said on Twitter, Mujib-ur-Rahman
was an influential cleric known for his fiery

Government s

speeches. INP

Lahore High Court
strikes down

FBR notices in AML

investigations fit ' pr

LAHORE: The Lahore High Court (LHC)

Friday struck down hundreds of notices issued

by the Federal Bureau of Revenue (FBR) to var-
ious people in anti-money laundering investiga-

tions.

At least 382 petitioners approached the court
after they were summoned by the FBR,

Justice Shams Mahmood Mirza ruled that the
FBR could not summon people in an anti-money
laundering probe without providing a valid justi-

fication.

The court approved the petitions against FBR
notices. However, it rejected the requests to dis-
miss the cases registered by the burean

The court also declared that failure 1o provide
details of bank accounts in tax returns did not
constitute a erime and that the FER cannot hear

cases registered before 2020

The court further said that FBR violated the
law by directly issuing notices. INP
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Pakistan can save big by reducing
post-harvest crop losses: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD
Pakistan can save hum-
dreds of millions of
rupees by  minimizing
post=harvest crop losses
through the use of mod-
£rm equipment.

Horticultural produce
loss is a pressing issue in
the post-harvest process.
It can be caused by a vari-
ety of things, from grow-
ing condinons to retal
handling.  Agricultural
production is seasonal
and subject to environ-
mental factors, but post-
production processes are
crucial 1n ensuring the
stability of the food sup-
ply chain

Talking to WealthPK,
Prof Dr.  Muhammad

Azam Khan, Chairman
Department of
Horticulture, PMAS-And
Agriculture  Universily
Rawalpindi, said that
about 35 to 40% of total
production 15 lost as a
result  of  post-harvest
losses in froits and veg-
etables due to improper
handling of the perish-
able products, inefficient
transportation, and inade-
guate storage facilities
and market infrastructure.
"If we see wheat post-
harvest losses, it starts
from seeds," he said
~ "Ag wheat seeds armve
in March and April, we
need to do proper grading
and make that seed dry,
and use suitable packing

material, but before pack-
ing there should be prop-
er fumigation so that i
doesn't catch fungus, and
there should be a proper
storage facility where we
can store them for a
longer period of time
because they will be used
in Movember. If we don't,
the viable seed won't per-
minate properly, which
lowers the percentage of
wheat production,” he
explained. )

Ir Azam said proper
seed collection and stor-
age are the key to ensur-
ing viable seeds in the
future.

“Farmers and compa-
mes that are engaged in
the production of wheat

QUETTA: President Help Balochis

ISLAMABAD: Small
and medim-sized enter-
prises (SMEs), which are
0 economic
empowerment, can bene-
eatly from China

Caorridor (CPEC), report-
ed WealthPK
In developing nations,
the SME sector plays
crucial role in achieving
United
Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) 2030 by
creaunﬁ, job opportuni-
Teviating povery.
romating innovation and

industrialization,
reducing income inequal-

Dr Liaquat Ali Shah,
Executive Director and
Head of Policy Division
at CPEC Authority, told
that CPEC
presents enormous oppor-
tunities for SMEs to
“The second
phase of CPEC has been

remedy and way forward
for the economic revival.

Rs4 69 per unit, Nepra said

Meanwhile, heavy contingent
of anti-riot force and disirict
police have been deployed out-
side FESCO headquarters to
avoid any untoward incident.
The law enforcement agencies
have installed barbed wire and
barriers outside the headquar-
ters.

The protesters announced that
1hea' would not deposit the bills
if the increase in tarff was not
withdrawn

Earlier on_ August 31, the
National  Eleciric  Power
Regulatory Authority (Nepra)
approved another increase in
electricity tarift I:IF)' Rs4.34 per
unit on account of monthly fuel

adjustment (MFA) for” July
2 INP

Electricity bills:
PHC issues stay
order on fuel
price
adjustment

PESHAWAR: The Peshawar
High Court {PHC) on Friday
issued stay order on the charging
fuel price adjustment on the elec-
tricity hills” from the KP con-
SLMErs.

The short order was issued by
PHC’s Justice Roohul Ameen
Khan and Justice Shahid Khan and
sought the reply from the federal
vovernment, Water & Power

evelopment Authority
WAPDA), Peshawar  Electric
Supply Company (PESCO) and
Manonal Electric.  Power
Regulatory Authority (NEPRA).

he petitioner stated that the KP
consumers being charged fuel
price adjustment illegally as they
were  getting  electricity  from
hydropiwer generation and the
province was self-sufficient in
generating the hydropower genera-
tiom

The petitioner added that KP
was also supply additional elec-
tricity to other parts of the country,
whereas, fuel price adjustment was
charged on generating electricity
from alternative energy
sources. INP

400 children
dead, 18,000
schools
damaged in
floods:
UNICEF

ISLAMABAD: The recent rains
in Pakistan have broken the 30-
yvear rainfall record, 1200 dead
including 400 children, 1.1 million
homes damaged and 160 bridges
in the last two months, the United
MNations  International  Children
Emergency  Funds (UNICEF)
reported. UNICEF reported that at
least 16 mallion children, among
34 million total, have been affect-
ed by floods in the country. The
floods have damaged over 1.1 mil-
lion homes, and 18,000 schools in
the country, they added UNICEF
added that the affected people need
clean drnking water, unavailabili-
ty of water can give rise to mult-
ple diseases. There are only eight
weeks until the winter season
starts, which will only worsen the
condition, th;?' added. The floods
have damaged 160 bridges, over
5000 km of roads and crops on
over 3.5 million acres in the coun-
try, they added. aver 800,000 cattle
have been reported dead amid dew-
astating floods in the country TNP

tan Dr Ameer Jogzai along with FC
officer distributing rashan among flood affected peoples.

CPEC presents enormous
growth opportunities for

SMEs: WealthPK

ment for

Economic

lays a
Mations  environmental,
and
dards,

kets Dr Li
C Executive
sustainable

cial attention should be
paid 1o SME develop-
crealing
employment  opportin-
tes and enhancing GDP
(gross domestic product)
growth in the country.
The SMEs have
access o information and
communication _channels
and they face difficulties
complving with labour,

international
therefore,
operate in limited mar-
uat Ali Shah
irector and
Head of Policy Division

The SMEs have less
access to information and
communication channels
and they face difficulties
complying with labour,
environmental,  social,
and international stan-
dards, therefore, they
operale in limited mar-
kets.

“Techmnical training for
emplovees is required to

less

social, improve skills, raise ﬁm-
stan-  duction, and prepare them
they  for the upcoming oppor-

tunities from CPEC. It is
imperative that the gov-
eriment reselve the infra-
structure and regulatory

and at CPEC Authority, told issues in order for the
WealthPK that CPEC  SME sector to grow rap-
presents enormous oppor-  idly. SMEs n&eﬁ policies
tnities for SMEs to  that empower them and
flounsh. allow them to reach their

ment for

smoothly  initiated. In prowth in the country
Pakistan, the SMEs

growth has been slow for

which CPEC can act as a e Iy

He suggested that spe-
cial attention should be
paid to SME develop-
creating
employment opportuni-
fies and enhancing GDP
{(#ross domestic product)

AT

full potential,” he stat-
ed. According to the LCCI
President Mian Nauman
Kabir, there is an excel-
lent  opportunity  to
invelve  Chinezse and

other foreign companies
with local firms INP

—

should follow protocols,
including knowing how
to handle seed grain after
harvest and prepare it for
the following wear” he
added.

Dr. Azam mentioned
that potato also has post-
harvest losses.

“We must harvest pota-
toes using machinery to
?re'-ent ost-harvest crop
osses because manual
harvesting causes pola-
toes to get cut, and cul
potatoes become infested
with fungus. Therefore, a
figld-to-fork facihty —
where one can harvest or
use potatoes — should be
available to reduce this
damagze,” he said

Dr Azam mentioned

that similar post-harvest
crop losses occur with
other crops such  as
banana, tomato, melon,
mango, and  orange
There 15 a dire need to
tighten the supply chain
it farmers are to reduce
their losses.

“Training proorams for
farmers must be arranged
at basic levels where the.fy
should be taught about
techniques and manage-
ment of these fruit
cmﬁs." he suzgested

e said farmers must
receive traning in supply
chain ~ management,
which includes instruc-
tions on how to harvest
fruit, the use of gloves,
and hand hyvgiene INP

Investment prospects are
highly favourable for the
local and intermational
SMEs in the country,” he
said. D Liaguat  said
Pakistan's export growth
to China a.nc[prest of the
world is very  low
“Pakistan has an opportu-
nity to access the intermna-
tional markets by utilis-
ing the Chinese expertise
through CPEC and cash
in on opportunities in
supply chain manage-
ment, agriculture, live-
stock, minerals, food pro-
cessing, surgical instru-
ments, construction, and
ICT, where joint ventures
are highly supportive for
local SMEs," he sad.

He suggested that spe-
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Evo Community in China provides relief

goods to affecte

Manan Mandokhail

QUETTA: The Evo Community
comprising Pakistani and other
nationals living in China provided
relief goods to the fl fFected

ople in the Hanna Urak area of

G gy

i i 1 - il (]
Mgmlzu Hana Urak, Quetta’s
tourist point. This commu-

Sehwan.

Trade deficit rose
by 28.89pc in
Aug 2022, shares
PBS data

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics (PBS) on Friday
shared that a 2889 percent increase in
trade deficit is seen during August
2022 as compared to July Z022 with
both ex;ﬂor:s and imports also witness-
mg a hike.

According to the PBS data, the
exports  in August remained at
LIS%2,504 million as compared to the
imports of LI§$6,034 million, showing
a trade deficit of 175%3,530 million, &
2889 0]:rcn::u::nt hike as compared to
July 2022 when the exports remained
at 552,254 million and imports at
L'S54.993 million.

The trade deficit in July stood at
US$2.739 million i

In cumulative data of July and
August 2022, the trade deficit declined
by 17.03 percent as compared to the
same months of FY 2021-22 after it
remained at LUS$6,269 million. The
exports rose by 375 percent while
imports declined by 925 percent in
Lhul"ivl_llgﬁt two months of FY 2022-

Floods: Pakistan

approaches G-20
nations to defer
debt payments

ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan  has
approached G-20 countries for relief
in debt payments as the country faces
devastating floods that have killed
more than 1,000 people and displaced
millions. .

According to sources privy to the
matter, six agreements with Japan,
Italy and Spain will be finalized dur-
ing the ongoing month for debt relief
and it will help in deferring payments
of USE189.5 million.

During the third session, G-20
countries have deferred debt payments
of USE94T million and after agree-
ments with the three countries. the
sources said that the refief will reach
LIS%1.13 billion

. The sources within economic affairs
division said that the relief will
include deferment of the USS3. 1 mil-
lion debt from S|i:|ain. LIS%1.1 million
from ltaly and US$180 million from
Japan IN

ECP urges
Punjab to hold
LG elections

immediately

[SLAMABAD: The election com-
mission on Thursday directed Punjab
government to ensure immediate hold-
mg of local councils elections in the

provinee. '
A session of the election body,
chaired = by  Chief = Election

Commissioner Sikandar Sultan Raja
discussed the issue of the local gov-
ernment polls in Punjab ;
“The provincial government is
bound to hold local councils elections
under the constitution as well as the
orders of the Supreme Court.” chief
election commissioner said INP

Govt asks SC to
dismiss Imran Khan’s
plea challenging nab
laws

ISLAMABAD: The federal govern-
ment on Thursday asked the Supreme
Court (SC) to dismiss a petition filed
by former prime minister and Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman
Imran Khan against the recent amend-
ments to the National Accountability
Bureau (NAB) laws,

According to details, the federal
zovernment has submitted a reply on
mran Khan's petition challenging the
amendments o the ational
Accountability Bureau (NAB) ordi-
nance. 5 B

Raising objections over Imran
Khan's petition, the federal govern-
ment argued that the former premier
was nol the affected party not the
application based on good faith. “The
Supreme Court had declared it will not
interfere in political matters”, the writ-
ten reply stated INP

nity is run by overseas Pakisianis
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ide basic nee -
affected people in Balochistan and
also in Peshaw

ciless waves of floods
affected the lives of people in
Balochistan. A large number of
mud-walled and concrete-built
houses are heavily damage

N
the floods.

even
away
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SEHWAN: A view of large number of flood affected People receive food aid from relief truck in

ISLAMABAD:; Federal
Minister for  Interior  Rana
Sanaullah has launched NADRA
Biker Service for car?'ing out all
the processes of CNIC applied in
rengwal and modification cate-
gories at the door-step of the
applicant, The inauguration cere-
mony  was  held at NADRA
Headquarters, Islamabad.

During his visit 10 NADRA
Headquarters, Chairman NADRA
briefed the Interior Minister gbout
MADRA operations in Sindh,
Baluchistan and South Punjzb
which have been badly affected by
devastating floods "and heavy
rains. )

The minister was informed that
the monsoon rains and floods have
caused heavy losses 1o the most of
buildings of NRCs which are
inundated under water, however,
the equipment has been saved and
evacuated. Houses of 150
NADBRA employees in those areas
have been damaged, the chairman
informed .

oreover, during the briefing
Chairman NADRA informed the
Minister that more than 37 million
people have been termbly affected

[SLAMABAD: The annual
mflation rate in the country,
after a 1 .31% weekly increase,
reached a historic high of
46.10%, Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics (PBS) data showed

According to the PBS data,
the weekly inflation rate in the
country in the last week was
1.31%. Prices of 31 essential
items increased in the last
week while prices of three
items fell in the last week,
PBS data shows.

The data showed that the
price of onion increased dra-

ma_tica]lly as a result of devas-
tating floods 1 the country,
the

rice went u barRsil. 2
in_the last week While the
rice of tomatoes went up by

_ Many people are left shelterless
in the province. The government
doesn’t have the potential to help
the people or fulfill their
needs. Food s is nowadays a
Efgpﬁbl'mn: in most of the flood-
cted areas of Balochistan.
~“We will try our best to reach out
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Interior Minister launches
NADRA Biker Service

due to on-going floods and confin-
uous rain pour. He told that the
heavy rmins and flooding situation
in certain areas had led to the loss
of CNICs of affected people
which would be needed to have an
access to governments’ relief dis-
bursement and other relief activi-
ties,

with regard to Biker service,
Mr. Malik informed that initially
the pilot phase of the service
would be started in Islamabad and
Rawalpindi. By the end of
December this vear, NADRA
Biker service would be extended
to all the districts of the country,
he added.

Chairman NADRA told the
minister that after rolling out digi-
tal enline services for the citizens,
a home-based NADRAs Biker
service 15 basically a portable
NADRA Centre that will walk
into the peoples’ lounges and reg-
ister them in their premises saving
them from the hassle of wvisiting
NADRA centre. Through this
service the female registration
officers using scooties will also
carry out the registration of
women only INP

Annual inflation rate
reaches 46.10pc after
1.31pc weekly increase

Rs17.21 in Moong pulse
prices while Chickpea pulse
went up by Rs6.76. Potatoes
mereased by Rsd.55, eges by
Rs8.39 per dozen while the
ﬂi'ICE of chicken went up by
58 91, 1t added
The price for Liquid
Petroleum  Gas  eylinder
increased by Rsl118.63 in the
last week while a 20 kg bag of
four went up by Rs18.33 The
prices for garhic, milk, yoghurt
and sugar also went up n the
last week _ _
Also Read: Miftah Ismail
‘ashamed’ over record-high
inflation i Pakistan
However, the price for a
25kg box of cooking oil
dropped by Rs581 and

The community stated that th
& in desperate need
shelter in Balochistan.
contained Wheat,
an, Wali
and Sharig were also
bution members of
the Evb commuiiy. aled W*&g—
increase their reli vities
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tricity

in majority areas of KP:
Khurram Dastagir

PESHAWAR: Federal Minister for Power Khurram
Dastagir Khan on Thursday said that electricity had
been restored in almost all flood hit areas of Khyber
Pakthunkhwa. )

The Minister expressed these views during a press
conference afier Sresiding over a high-level meeting
regarding flood damages to electricily infrastructure
|nc[udmg_ﬁnd stations, feeders, transmission lines and
poles besides rehabilitation and reconstruction opera-
tions of the Peshawar Electricity Supply Company

PESCO) and Tribal Electricity Supply Company
ESCO) in the flood hil areas of KP gt PESCO head-
quarters nerc

The Minister said that except some flood hit areas of
Swat and Bajaur, electricity had been restored in all
districts of Khyvber Pakthunkhwa for which PESCO
and TESCO authonties and field staff deserved appre-
ciation,

He directed PESCO and TESCO authorities to
restore electricity in remaining flood affected areas of
upper Swat and Bajaur at earliest. The Minister said
that Joint Secretary of Ministry of Power, Alamzaib
had been deploved to oversee and monitor electricity’s
restoration and reconstruction works in Khyber
Pakthunkhwa and would report on_ daily basis to the
Ministry about resolution of electricity related issues in
flood hit areas of the province. . .

Out of nine closed grid stations, he said, electricity
on six grid stations had been restored. Similarly, out of
126 affected feeders, 121 feeders were restoréd in the
province, adding basic electricity infrastructure includ-

ing feeders and grid stations were functional in KP
despite devastating floods in Rivers Kabul and Swat,

e Federal Minister who dashed to Peshawar to
oversee flood damages on the directives of Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif said that destroved electricity
poles and transmission lines would be reconstructed on
priority basis, He directed PESCO and TESCO author-
ities to expedite work on the affected poles and trans-
mission lines in floed hit areas of KP.

The Minister said the flood had badly affected elec-
tricity infrastruciure in upper areas of Swat including
Matia, Madain and Bahrain besides some areas of
Bajaur and directed PESCO and TESCO chiefs (o
restore electricity system in these areas on prionty
basis to provide relief to the affected population.

He said Prime Minister Shehbaz Shanf had
anncunced Rs10 billion financial aid for flood victims
of Khyber Pakthunkhwa to provide relief to the affect-
ed population. To a question, he smd that a national
Fluiu:v would be prepared for provision of relief to

ood victims in electricity bills. Besides KP. he said
flood had also caused havoc in Sindh, Balochistan and
southern Punjab. Khurram Dastagir said electricity svs-
tem in all food hit areas of Nowshera and Charasadda
had been restored and no damage had been done to any
ﬁ1nd station in MNowshera due to effective planning of

e PESCO.He directed Joint Secretary Alamzaib to
closely coordinate with PESCO and TESCO to address
probiém of electricity poles within a week and report to
Lhc mm;hy about progress on its restoration on daily

asis.

Pakistan doesn’t want to be a toy
in anyone’s hands: President

ISLAMABAD, : President Dr Arif Alvi said that
being an independent country, Pakistan neither wanted
to be a toy in anyone's hands nor looked for polarizi-

fion
“Pakistan doesn’t want to be 4 toy in anybody’s
hands, Pakistan 15 an independent country. Pakisian

wanls good relations with evervbody, particularly al
the time when we are going through economic turmoil
{and) the world is going through economic turmoil
Tirkive is going throush economic turmoil,” the pres-
wlent said in an nterview with Turkish Anadolu
Aﬁirnc}' published on Thursday )

le sard that Pakistan wantéed good ties with every-
one_las the world was going through the economic tur-
il

“Pakistan is not looking for any polanzation and
does not want to be in any camp,” he said.

O Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s
upcoming visit to Pakistan in September, he said
Islamabad would welcome him

He said Pakistan and Tlrkiye had a very deep, long-
lasting refationship.

O Ukraine war, he said Pakistan wanted peace and

Floods 3 sl (A

affected 9.716
min in Sindh,
death tally at
522: Sharjeel
Memon

KARACHI: Sindh
Information Minister
Sharjeel Tnam Memon, on
Friday, informed that
670,602 people from tor-
rential rains and Nood hit
areas were shifted to 1975
relief camps set up by
sovemment

The minister while
informing about details of
the losses caused by the
flood and rains in the
province and  rescue
measures cammied outl in
affected areas said that
vichims accommodated in

the role and lauded the President Erdogan’s role in this
regard ! : : :

“The strategic understanding of what is happening
around Tarkive, as well as around Pakistan, 15 impor-
tant. The fact that the thinking of the Mushm Ummah
should be together that will alwavs be on the agenda.
The fact that our fies are demonstrated 10 become clos-
er is important for the people of Pakistan and Turkive,”
he commented.

Asked to comment on Pakistan’s plan to purchase oil
and grain from Russia, he said it was the government
to decide on the matter R

He said Pakistan was looking for good relationships
with our long-term friends, which was the United
States of America. And similarly, the countrv also
wanted to continue and further establizh its ties with
China, he added. To a question, about China Pakistan
Eeonomic Corridor, the president said it was a partner-
ship which was very important to Pakistan’s economie
interest. Regarding relations with India, he saad,
“Pakistan has been looking for peace. But whether
India is looking for peace, 1'm not sure because all cur
overtures have been put under a question mark. INF
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GAH I(‘l](...‘H: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif meets the food
alfectees of District Ghizer,

Turkiye delegation arrives
in Pakistan to visit
flood-affected areas

s20.87, it added,
The PBS Weekly Inflation
report shows an merease of

Pakistan rupee takes
early lead against US
dollar in interbank
trading

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistani
rupee again started the day

Masoor pulse by Rs0.10
While the price of 17 essential
items remained unstable INP

The IMF on Monday revived
sl ; Pakistan’s loan programme and
Fnd%ir on positive mote against  its board approved the 5117
the U'S dollar in the interbank  billion loan disbursement thus
trading. ﬁavmg the way for economic

As ‘the forex dealers took eadway of otherwise forex
positions, the Pakistani rupee reserves-starved country whose
gained 60 paisas against the currency was fast losing its
greenback and was being traded value. [t was hoped that “after
at Rs218 down from Rs218.60.  the IMF leoan approval, the

On Thursday, the US dollar  Pakistani rupee would be appre-
struck back at the Pakistani ciated considerably but it could
rupee after day-long hammering  not happen. Though the rupee is
in the interbank frading. The making gains but the large-scale
rreenback recovered all the  destruction h;lr recent floods and
osses against the and also  rains which have caused mas-
gained 15 paisas in its value sive loss of crops, livestock,

As the trading concluded on  bridges. and roads, and the dis-
Thursday, the Us dollar was up  placement of 30 million people,
by 15 8&]335 and c¢losed at 15 hampering rupee’s recovery
Rs218.60). as country’s exports. INP
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relief’ camps were bein
provided with  food,
water, medicine and other
relief items,

Over 9716 million
people in Sindh  were
directly affected by the
torrential downpour and
flash flooding, he
informed and maintained
that Sindh government
was stnving for relief and
rehabilitation of the flood
victims and rescuing the
flood victims was its top
pronty

He informed that death
tally due to disaster has
reached at 522 while
21,885 people have been
injured. Moreover,
101,901 cattle have also
perished throughout the
province  dunng  the
unprecedented ramns and
flash flooding, he added.

As many as 235 talukas
and 1051 umion councils
have been affected by the
raing, Memon said adding
that 1.45 million houses
have been damaged, com-
pletely or Elthiﬂ%]}'. while
crml}ys cultivated over
3.173 million acres have
been destroved INP
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ISLAMABAD: A 17-member Turkiye
delegation led by Interior Minisier
Suleyman Sovlu and Environment
Minister Murat Kurum . arived in
Islamabad to visit flood-affected areas
of Pakistan on Friday., )

According 1o details, Planning
Minister Asad Umar, Interior Minister
Rana Sanaullah and Climate Change
Minister Sherry Rehman received the
delegation at the Islamabad airpon,

Apart from vmm?‘g flood-affected
areas of Pakistan, the Turkiye delegation
will also call on high-ups of the federal
ZOVErnmment. :

Speaking to the media on the occa-
sion, Ahsan Igbal expressed his grafi-

tude to the leadership and people of

Turkiye for extending support 1o
Pakisian in the hour of trial. =

“We will never forget Turkiye’s spint
of shanng the pain of Pakistani people,”
the Planning minister said, noting that
the country was constantly sending

l'eiilei‘ goods to Pakistan via aircraft and
ral,

. The wvisiting  Interior  Minister
informed the Minister for P]anmnl% that
pravers will be offered for Pakistan
today after Friday prayers in ninety
theusand mosques of Turkiye.

More than 1,200 people have died,
including 380 children, in what the
United Nations has called an “unprece-
dented climate catastrophe’

According to the statement issued by
the Climate {‘hanﬁ_; Ministry, 70% of
the country has suffered from floods in
the last 2 months. The southemn parts of
the country are underwater rciﬁﬁf BOW,
the%' added The statement added that
health concerns are rising amid devasiat-
ing floods in the county and the river
Indus is facing severe fToods right now,
he added. Over 1200 people have been
reported dead amid floeds in the coun-
try, while over 3006 have been injured in
the city, he added. INP

PTI seeks details of security
expenses on Imran Khan

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insal’ (PTI) on Friday
sought details of security expenses on
former prime minister and party
chairman Imran Khan from Interior
Ministry.

According to details, the PTI has
sought details of security expenses on
Imran Khan a day after Islamabad
Inspector General of Police (IGP) Dr
Akbar Nasir Khan claimed that the
overnment was spending Rs20 mil-
1on annually on former PM’s securi-

In a statement, former information
minister Fawad Chaudhry noted that
it was government's primary respon-
sibility to provide security to lmran
Khan

He criticised the Sharif brothers
and Zardar familv for ‘using state
resources for glory’, claiming that
Shanf hruthers%lave lavished billions
on themselves under security.
“Almost 3,000 security personnel
were deploved around Jati Umrah,”
he alleged

The Tormer federal minister further
said that Imran Khan stayed at his

residence throughout his tenure, “The
PTI chief spent his own money on the
security wall built around the Bani
Gala.” he added

“Imran Khan saved the public's
money by reducing the expenditure
on foreign visits and Prime Minister
House,” Fawad Chaudhry said,
demanding the Interior Ministry 1o
provide details of security expenses
on Tmran Khan, )

It is pertingnt to mention here that
IGP Islamabad Dr Akbar Nasir
claimed that 266 security personnel
had been deputed for secunty of the
PTI chairman, which was costing the
government Rs20 million per month

The IGP told Senate committee on
Interior .~ that  the  Frontier
Constabulary, Rangers, [Islamabad
Police, KP police and GB police, per-
sonnel from two private security
companies were also performing
security responsibilities of the former

remier. Like former premiers Raja
ervaiz  Asharf, Shahid Khagan
Abbasi and Yousuf Raza Gillani, Mr
Khan was also provided with five
security guards, 1GP Nasir said INP




