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President urges youth, women
to benefit from Google’s Career
Certificate Program

FM Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari urges IMF for
new terms amid floods

PTI likely to be out
ANP HDP to be part

Balochistan clition

Syed Ali Shah

Pakistan Tehrik e Insaf (PTI)
is likely to be out the
Balochistan coalition  govern-
ment after Jamat ul Ulema e
Islam [.TLI[{’I supremo Maulana
Fazal ur Rehman put the former
ruli ’s ouster as a condi-
tion for joining the govem-
ment.

“If we join the government
then there has to be no PTI", a
:;(? lawmaker from the JUI F

d Daily Quetta Voice. He
reguested anm}rnmg'. The reli-
gious party, which has 12 law-
makers in the house of 65 is all
set to join the coalition govern-
ment 1n Balochistan soon. The
mmrincia! amir of the JUI

aulana Abdul Wasey is
expected fo have a crucial
meeting with Chiet’ Minister
Balochistan, Mir Quddus
Bizenjo tomomow (Friday).

“Maulana
categorically

told us that there
should be no PTI™,

JUT lawmaker

*Maulana cact'ﬁFnﬁcaII}r told
us that there should be na PT1",
the l;amnaul:m‘ m?ju.onad while
ol e religious part
ghief‘. %—I& however said “W)é
have no objection over Awarm

National Party (ANP) and

Hazara Democratic  Party

i —
ormer rulin

two ministers iqcﬁl ing Mir

Maseebullah Marri and Mobeen

Khilji  and Sardar Babar

Musakhail. the deputy speaker

et 4
Leven President EU
Commission calls on Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif.

NEW YORK: Ursala Von Der

Top 10 Position
holders in FA FSc
Results 2022 BBISE

-

Syed Muhammad Yaseen

Balochistan Board of
Intermediate and Secondary
has announced the Annual FA,
FSc (HS5C) results for the yvear
2022. According to a press
release from the BBISE, a total
of 84 489 students appeared out
of which 79,688 candidates
cleared the FA and FSe exami-

nations in 2022 _ _ i —

Ahmed Mustafa S/o Zubair gl i
?&IS&[ of Tameer E Nau by visiting the official website
ollege Quetta secured the first  of BBISE

position by getting 1,067 marks
in FA, FSe¢ exam 2022
However, Ahmed Muzammil

Here, is a list of the top 10
osition holders of the FA and
Sc results in 2022 announced

S/o Abdul Rasheed Khan and by BBISE.
Muhammad Kamil Khan S5/o Later on Shaukat Al
Raaz Muhammad of Tameer E  Sarparah, the Controller

Examination BBISE thanked
the total faculty of board and
inspecting teams for conduect-
ing FA and FS¢ exams in 2022

Nau College, Quetta, and BRC,
Zhob secured the second posi-
tion, respectively.

You can find out your result

Japanese
Ambassador
regional,

security situation
with COAS

RAWALPINDI Mr Wada
Mitsuhiro, Ambassador of Japan,
called on General Qamar Javed
Bajwa, Chief of Army Staff
(COAS) at GHOQ in Rawalpindi,
today, )

During the meeting, matters of
mutual imterest, resional security
situation and collaboration /| part-
nership in humanilarian measures
were discussed. COAS said that
Pakistan values Japan's role in

lobal and regional affairs and we
ook forward to enhance our bilat-
eral relationship,

The Ambassador expressed his
rrief over the devastation caused
v ongoing floods in Pakistan and

offered sincere condolence to the
families of the victims. He offered
full support to the people of
Pakistan, He also appreciated
Pakistan Army’s elforts for assist-
ing civil administration in rescue
and relief efforts in flood affected
areas.
The COAS thanked for Japan's
support and reiterated that assis-
tance from our global partners
shall be vital in rescue / rehabilita-
tiom of the vichims, INP

Pakistan suffered $5b
due to regime change:
Fawad Chaudhry

ISLAMABAD. While rt}-flf:l'lnéi_
to Supreme Court (5C) advice o
returning to Mational Assembly
(™A}, former information minister
and Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
leader Fawad Chaudhry  on
Thursday said Pakistan has suf-
fered $5 hillion due o regime
chanﬁl_:. ;

Taking to Twitter, the former
federal minister said that the
Supreme Court (SC) has no idea
that regime change operation has
so far caused 5 billion loss to
Pakistan in terms of currency
alone. INP

of the Balochistan Assembly.
The 's former provincial
chief” Sardar Yar Muhammad
Rind has already distanced
himself from party affairs a
YEar ago,

Sardar Akhtar
Mengal and
Maulana
Wasey discuss
political
situation

Dawood Ahmed

Zamarak
Achakzai of ANP
and Khaliq
Hazara of HDP

are ministers e
ANP's Zamarak Achakzai is
the provincial minister and
Malik Maeem Bazai, is the par-
liamentary secretary. However,
Khaliq of the HDP is
also a minister in the Chief
Minister Mir Quddus Bizenjo-
led cabinet The two parfies
were also the allies of former
%im Balochistan Jam Kamal

Differences surfaced within
the ANP as its iamentary
leader an Achakzai
stood by Jam Kamal Khan, the
old ally when Mr. Bizenjo and
opposition parties submitted a
no-confidence motion,
However, Zamarak Achakzai
and Malik WNaeem Bazai
remained in the Bizenjo's camp
o mmnta}n “:lEITJJU‘NEi’S.

CM Bizenjo is expected 1o
withdraw portfolios from two
PT1 ministers and some BAP
ministers to accommodate the
religious party in_the coalition
government. In this whole situ-
ation, there has been no word
from the Balochistan National
Party (Mengal). another ke
Sppgsitin paxty i supco
Klf.- Bizenjo against Jam Kamal

an,

Abdul Wasey

Wasey tol

mentioned.

Reconciliation between
CM Balochistan and
Senator Manzoor Kakar

vl discussed the
sifuation i the Province on
The BNP Chief visited the Maulana and di
cussed the political situation. “We were allies in
the opposition and Sardar Sab discussed our new
move of joining the government’
Daily Cuetta Voice via Lefap]mne.
The religious party 15 all set to join the
Balochistan coalition government very soon.
“We have handed over our demand to the Chief
Minister Mir Quddus Bizenjo”, Maulana Wasey

~ President

Staff Reporter

Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir
Quddus Bizenjo and Secretary
General of the ruling Balochistan
Awami Party (BAP) Senator
Manzoor Kakar held a meeting and
ended differences. CM Bizenjo
who is also the President of the
BAP held a meeting with the angry
BAP 5G Senator Manzoor Ahmed
Kakar at the residence of provincial
minister Sardar Abdul Rehman
Khetran,

“Differences ended between the
two leaders”, an insider of the
meeting told Daily Quetta Voice,
He said Sardar Khetran had invited

._“DV -
i

ot

the two BAP leaders including the
CM Bizenjo to sort out issues
through political means.

This reconciliation has come a
week after Senator Kakar lashed
out at CM Bizenjo for what he
called the latter's incompetence and
non-serious attitude towards the
party and official issues A video
shared on the Chief Minister’s offi-
cial WhatsApp group show CM
Blzen]]cu, Senator Kakar, Senator
Ahbdu (ﬁadu’, and others in a pleas-
ant mode. This development has
also come a day before crucial talks
between Jamiat ul Ulema e lslam
(JUT) and CM Biz:e:nja about the
religious party’s intenfion 1o be part
of the coalition government

ISLAMABAD: Balochistan National Party
(BNP) Chief Sardar Akhtar Mengal and Jamiat
ul Ulema e Islam (JUT) provincial amir, Maulana

revailing political
hursday evening,

15-

"

Maulana

The Maulana 1s expected to meet the CM
Balochistan on Friday (tomorrow) to discuss the
joining of the government and the implementa-
tion of the party’s demand

FM Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari
urges IMF for
new terms amid

floods

MNEW YORK: Foreign Mimster
{FM) Bilawal Bhuito Zardari has
smd that the floods in Pakistan are
a global disaster and should be
understood at the plobal level.

“FM Bilawal Bhutto in an inter-
view on French TV in New York
and said that an agreement was
recently signed with the IMF for
economic stability, but all the esti-
mation and figures of the agree-
ment were washed away by the
recent flood.

The floods have caused a loss of
%30 billion to Pakistan, he added
and said that the situation has
changed after the flood, and the
IMF should discuss new lerms.

FM Bilawal smd we don’t want
aid but justice from the internation-
al community New York, Sept 22
{INP). He said that unfortunately
today India has changed, which is
no longer secular, its policy is
Islamo-fascist and Islamophobic,
Muslims consider themselves
unsafe in India, it has usurped and
Cecupied Kashmir,

Earlier, FM Bilawal Bhutto
Zardan has said Hungary can take
advantage of investor-faendly chi-
mate 1 Pakistan and enter into
Joint ventures with Pakistam com-

anies  especially o Special

“conomic Zones INP

_Ill;gs };i}uth, women to benefit

from Google’s Career Certificate Program

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Anf Alvi on Thursday
urged the countrv’s vouth and women to actively enroll
and benefit from the 15,000 onling courses offerad under

Gioogle’s Career Certificate program

The president, in his vintual address o the launching
cergmony of the Google Career Certificate Programme,
under which Google was offering high-end online courses
like IT support, awlomation. project management, LX
design, data analvtics, digital marketing & e-commerce
elc. in Pakistan. The prc?;am was launched in collabora-

e of Rural Management (IRM) and

tion with the Instatut

IGNITE.In his message. the president said that the initia-
tive would bring vibrancy among Pakistani vouth and
women [0 help increase their participation in the economy,

besides improving the digital econonw of Pakistan He

their

added that enhanced digitalization would increase the
inclusion of womien in the economy, besides enabling
women and vouth (o market their services throughout the
world using 1CT tools. He further said that digitalization
would increase the efficiency of businesses and accelerate
ocesses, besides giving opportunities to unem-
ploved people 1o contribute to the economy INP

Govt to subsidise Panadol, Paracetamol: PM

WASHINGTON: Prime Minister Shehbaz Shanf has said that the gov-
ernment would provide subsidy to the producers of Panadol and
Paracetamol medicines to make them affordable for the people.

Shehbaz Sharif was chairing a Zoom meeting of the authorities con-
cemned to review the pace of various flood relief and rehabilitation activi-
ties in the flood-hit areas across Pakistan on Wednesday.

Expressing his views, the prime minister aEpnsud that today he held
meetings with the president of World Bank and managing director
International Monetary Fund and comprehensively discussed the flood sit-
uation in Pakistan. They expressed their grief over the losses and assured
to extend all possible help and sup!mrt Pakistan, he added,

The prime minister said that he had cautim}e& that millions of vulnera-
ble children were deprived of essential food items and could fall il with
diseases like diarrhea, ) _ _

Due to widespread devastation caused by floods, the people in Pakistan
could not face the challenge alone with their limited resources, he said and
ur%ed the world community, international organizations like WB and IMF
and other friendly countries to support them and provide the flood victims
the much-needed relief. o )

The m&etlr'lig was attended by Finance Minister Miftah Ismail,
Information Minister Marrivum Aurangzeb, Advisor to Prime Minister
Ahad Cheema and other senior officers concemned ,

Shehbaz Sharif is currently in New York to attend the I:{Fh-lwel ZEner-
al debate of the 77th Session of UN General Assembly (UNGATT), sched-

S

T

T

uled from 20 to 26 September:

The prime minister reviewed the distribution of food items, tents and

medicines in the affected areas. He ordered the authorities concerned to
make use of all available resources to distribute essential food items, espe-
cially baby food in the affected areas on emergency basis.
. He also took stock of the restoration of roads, rails, bndges and other
infrastructure damaged in the devastating floods, and ordered the relevant
federal and provincial departments to accelerate their efforts in order to
make them operational as early as possible. )

The prime minister, who is also the PML-N president, congratulated

Ahsan lgbal for his accljuirta] in a NAB case by Islamabad High
the prime minister regretied that the previous gov-

Terming it good news,

Court.

emment was involved in the witch-hunting of its opponents and wied 1o

implicate them in false cases through awkward manner .
esident of the World Bank David R Malpass has stressed that Pakistan

should be priontized for reconstruction through the collective support of

the international community.
He was talkin
sidelines of the
President expressed
destruction caused by t

to Prime Minister Shehbaz Shanf in New York on the
th session of the United Mations General Assembly. The
mﬁ!athv and condolence over the damage and
e tlood. He also expressed the World Bank Group's

willingness to help Pakistan in its reconstruction and rehabilitation efforts,

He pled
in flood relief efforts INP

d to immediately re-disburse 850 million doliars to help Pakistan
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The curse of narcotics

in Balochistan

The curse of narcotics has ruined our society. Thousands of young
eople fell prey to the curse of heroin during the last four decades in
E{alechlslan, Pakistan’s least developed province. In Quetta, it is very
difficult to walk on Jinnah Road because of the young heroin addicts

begging and snatching things on the roadside.

irst, they (addicts) beg and then try to snatch anything from
mobiles to watches and purses from women. Such incidents have fre-
quently taken a place with addicts snatching purses. mobiles, ete, and
sneaking into the main city nullah, which snakes through Quetta’s

high-secunty zone.

his situation prot
rtment

Terronsm De
lah the other

B

ed the Cuetta police and the Counter-
TD) to launch an operation in the main nul-
CTD and police claimed to have killed eight alleged

ay.
drug peddlers ::?un'ng an exchange of fire. This was for the first time
that police and CTD conducted such a targeted operation.
Fate of thousands of addicts 1s still shrouded in myste .
However, the fate of thousands of young addicts still shrouds in
as the government is yet to make a plan for their complete

mﬂste_ _
rehabilitation.

¢ challenge for the government is to stop the nar-

cotics smugeling from Afvhanistan and rehabilitate the addicts,

Officially an awareness campaign on social media, radio, newspa-
pers, and TV channels should be launched to create awareness among
the people about the curse of narcotics. This would be a good initia-
tive to prevent the youth from fallilﬁs rey to drugs.

History of heroin dates back to

1979

R invasion of Afehanistan in

The menace of narcotics in general and heroin, in particular, dates
back to the USSR ’s invasion of Afghanistan at the end of December

1979.

The war in Afghanistan had and has direct impacts on Pakistan in
general and Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa provinces in par-
ticular. It is a common saying that “Kalashinkove and Heroin® culture
is the product of the Afehan war, which distorted the true tolerant face

of the two provinces.
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Multivariate Aspects of Climate
Change in Pakistan

Syed Mansoor Ahmed

Climate change steams
unbeatable challenges in
the future, According to
the World Bank report,
Pakistan stands &th in
affectee  of  climate
change. The awful and
deadﬁy floods of 2010,
and 2011, extremely dry
weather in a rainy area
and fluctuation in actual
climate pattern is alarm-

ing and despairing signs
alt%ong all ﬂlepmdw ers%of
the town

Climate Change and
Agriculture in Pakistan
Tn addition, Pakistan is
a semi-arid country. The
focal  and  dependent
source of water 15 from

the snow-coverad
Himalayan and the
Karakorum in the

Morthern Areas. Indus,
Jhelum, Chenab, Rawvi,
and the Sutlej ivers flow
through this area, Within
the water calculus, the
country’s entire agricul-
ture 15 dependant on
water flow from the Indus
river Glacial flood out-
burst also poses a serious
threat to the country’s cli-
mate in the Karakorum
range. The sole aim was
reaching and understand-
ing the possible nodes of
surge-type ulaciers,
which ‘are characterized
by unsteady movements
and  frequent  frontal
advances of glaciers. As
result, it causes natural

F o
hazards by obstructing
river channels, formin
ice-dammed lakes, whic
will wltimately cause
GLOFs and pose threats
downstream of the water.
After meaningful analy-
sis, it revealed that a
surge between 1998 and
2002 generated 6
GLOFs Damages by
Chmate Change. |

Meanwhile, rigorous
critical exploration of the
Attabad Lake of Hunza
Valley in Gilgit-Baltistan
is the distinctive event to
justify the future threats
of climate change in the
center of freshwater. The
lake flooding displaced
more than 6,000 people
from upstream villages
and inundated over 19

kilometers  of  the
Karakorum
Highway Recently, global
warming and subsequent
climate change have

increased the constant
state of fear and the risk
of missive outburst flood-
ing in the respective
mountainous region. The
comprehensive Tield evi-
dence, local testimonies
by the natives, modermn
applications of remote
sensing, and cross-corre-
lation ~ feature-tracking
techniques provides the
improved understanding
of glacier surges and ice-
dam formation disclosed
the scale future
threat.Gilaciers in
Pakistan:It is also noted,
historically, in  the

o e

bl s .~ —E im
Karakorum Range 39 gla-
ciers are responsible for
ice-dam formation, On
the other hand, 36 ala-
ciers build ice barriers in
the running rivers due to
frontal advance, near to

the densely populated
areas of the Karakorum
region. By  constant

observation of the pre-
vailing and growing
threat of climate change,
it is airing the endless
future threat only due to
the GLOFs. For instance,
the Indus River Systemn
(IRS) is the jugular vein
of irrigation in Pakistan.
It is providing water for
almost 90% of the food
product in Pakistan. The
ice-dam formation due to
the GLOFs will slow

down the water flowing
pace downstream. An
could raise a  degp
impasse among the units
for water distribution for-
mula. In the end, it will
ultimately surface the
challenge of food insecu-
nt;i'm akistan.

he Karakorum
Range, more important-
ly, is the home of the
anticipating One  Belt
One  BRoad [Initiative
(OBOR) by giving witha
potential corridor
through the Karakorum
Highway from
Khunjerab to the seaport
al  Gawadar in
Balochistan (CPEC) on
the  Indian  Ocean.
Therefore, the smooth
running of the traffic on
the roads 15 the keynote
for progressive economic
development While the
ice barriers in rivers due
tor frontal advance could
inundate the blacktops of
the Karakorum Highway.
The dislocation and dis-
solution of roads will
give birth to never-end-
ing challenges due to the
factor of GLOFsIn the
same run, these lakes and
GLOFs attracted media,
political, and scientific
attention because of the
repeated  outburst  of
floods, So, it needs the
heart blood as well as
collective effective
efforts to bring down the
scale of the future threat
without causing infinite
MiSeres,

The tsunami of price hikes

The cealition govern-
ment led by Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
is struggling at multiple
fronts. Leaving aside
the challenges it faces
on the political front, |
Just want to concentrate
on price hikes and the
risi_nF, inflation in this
article:

At the moment, the
government is strug-
gling to cope with two
immediate challenges:
the revival of the econo-
my and the devastation
caused by the unprece-
dented rains and floods.
Both are egually chal-
lenging and important
tasks.

On the one hand, the
government is  strug-
§iing to provide relief to

3 million flood-affect-
ed people in Sindh,
Balochistan, southern
Punjab  and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP),
These people desperate-
lv need tood, shelter
and medical care. The
crisis-ridden economy
is mow struggling to
deal with the worst
flooding in the coun-
try’s history. On  the
other hand, the govern-
ment has to take steps to
control the record high
inflation.

Since this coalition
government came to
power in April 2022, the
inflation rate, measured
by the Consumer Price
index (CPI), has jumped
to 27.26 per cent from
13.8 per ¢cent. The rate
measured by the
Sensitive Price. Index
(5PI) also stands at a
record high of 42.5 per

cent.

The tsunami of price
hikes has increased the
suffering and miseries
of the working class and
the poor, The govern-
ment has so far failed to
control the prices of
food, energy and utili-
ties and seems clueless
and helpless to  deal
with  this unbridled
inflation.

The rising inflation
has created a cost-of-
living crisis and the
working class finds it
hard to pay electricity
bills and home rent or
feed their families.
When they were in
uﬁpusitiun, the leader-
ship of the PML-N, the
PPP, the JU1-F and other

olitical parties that the

TI government was
incompetent and had
failed to bring down the
prices of essential com-
modities,

They said that the PTI
government’s €CONomic
En]mtes were responsi-

le for high intlation
and needed to  be
changed They further
addeg that the PTI gov-
ernment’s economic
team was not capable
enough to deal with the
situation

These leaders pave
assurances that once the
Imran Khan led govemn-
ment was ousted from
power and the coalition
government came to
power, everything
would be fine and the
economy would be in
capable and safe hands.
This government has
been in power for the
last five months, but

instead of providing the
promised relief to the
people, it has burdened
them with further hikes
in the prices of food,
energy and utilities and
imposed more indirect
taxes. We have been
drowned in the tsunami
of price hikes created by
this capable government
and its economic team.
Even though Pakistan
has secured a deal with
the IMF and received
f1.16 billion, it still
cannot arrest the contin-
ued rise of the dollar.
The Pakistani rupee is
fosing value on a daily
basis. The rising dollar
and the weakening
rupee  are  making
imports more expen-
sive. The government
and the State Bank of
Pakistan are helplessly
watching the fall of the

rupee.

I'he Pakistan Bureau
of Statistics data shows
that electricity prices
rose as high as 12337
per cent vear-on-year
while motor uels
increased by up to 87.34
per cent. The price of
one unit of electricity
for domestic consumers
consuming up to 200
units has increased from
Fs10.42 1o Rs20.

The government has
aholished the previous
two slabs for consumers
of 200 and 300 units
and is mow charging a
flat rate of Rs20 per unit
for 200 units and more
than Rs24 for 300 or
units, The current elec-
tricity  bills  have
become a nightmare for
low-income people.

They receive electric
shock every month
when they receive their
bills. In the last four
months, the electricity
bills have doubled.

Finance Minister
Miftah lsmail used to
criticize the PT1 govern-
ment for acceptin
harsh conditions an
surrendering to the IMF,
when he was in opposi-
tion. He used to claim
that he would negotiate
a better deal with the
IMF if wiven the oppor-
tunity. But he has also
failed to convince the
IMF to ease the condi-
tions in the revived pro-
gramme.

Mow he is implement-
ing almost all the harsh
conditions of the IMF
under the revived pro-
gramme, and the people

ave been burdened
with more inflation.

The government is
asking the people to
tighten their belt, but
the ruling elite and the
rich are not ready to
tighten their belt, They
will continue to enjoy
their perks and privi-
leges. The massive sub-
sidies and tax exemp-
tions given to them are
here to stay.

Mo government taxes
the rich to increase its
revenue and end pover-
ty. The elite resist the
wealth, inheritance and
property taxes. An over-
whelming majority of
traders and business
owners are not ready to
pay income tax and are
still out of the tax net.
As a result, every %mf—
ernment ends up shift-

ing the burden of the
crisis to the working
and middle clagses.

With a massive hike
in the prices of petrol,
diesel and electricity,
the government has laid
the basis for a new
tsunami of price hike.
This massive increase in
the prices of petrol and
electricity has increased
cost of production and
created a cost of livin
crisis. Mot only wi
roods  transportation
ecome expensive due
to these hikes, but cost
of production will also
20 up.

The government has
created conditions
where people will be
forced to make choices
between feeding their
families and Emvidin

i

education to their chil-
dren. They will be
forced to choose

between buying bread
and medicine. The new
wave of price hikes will
ush millions of people
elow the poverty line.
The lower-middie and
working classes have
been hit hard by this

new tsunami of price
hikes Four out of six
families in Pakistan

earn less than Rs40,000
per month, and nearly
60 per cent of these
families earn less than
Rs25.000 per month,
The Rs2000 per month
targeted subsidy provid-
ed by the government to
help poor families in
these difficult times is
not likely to help them
in a hig way to cope
with this economic situ-
ation in the long run.

ome leaders

are power

S hungry in the
extreme.

Some leaders

have an ‘insatiable
desire  for ower”,
Some leaders have an
‘ardent lust of domina-
tion”. This ‘ardent lust
of domination® 15 no
different from ‘extreme
selfishness’ Some
leaders attempt “to
draw everything to cen-
ter in ourselves, which
we think will enable us
to gratify every other
assion.” Lust is a
‘psychological  force
producing intense
desire for something.”™
Some have lust for
money, others have lust
for power.

Some leaders deliber-
ately create ‘cults of
hatred®. There are two

types of cults reli-

ious and political.
ults — both religious
and political - can last
for a long time. Cults —
both  religious and
political can be

extremely dangerous.
Religious cults can be
dangerous for their fol-
lowers and political
cults can be extremely
dangerous  for  their
country.

Accordin to. Dr
Janja Lalich, professor
emeritus of sociology
at the California State
University, there are 11
common traits of cult
teaders: charisma; nar-
cissism, lack of guilt,
spiritual bondage; lack
of remorse; spiritual
abuse; pathelogical
liars; twisting facts;

for power

authoritarian; lack of
boundaries and use of
media. Cults are a
“risky form of human
behavior that diminish-
es our contact with
reahty and devalues
anyone outside the
cult.”

There are two types
of personality cults of
political leaders: “ritu-
als of leader worship™
and “propaganda that
portrays the leader pos-
itively”, Political cults
can have serious politi-
cal consequences as the
probability of street
violence rises manifold
Political cults often
threaten civil war and
openly defy rule of law.

ast polinical cults are
destructive in nature.
The presence of politi-
cal cults in a democra-
¢y means increased
political violence

Within political cults,
the “leader is always
right’. Within political
cults, the leader is “pro-
jected as a messiah’.

olitical cult leaders
are extremely apt at
controlling the behav-
ipur of the youth, The
narrative that cult lead-
ers stir up s ‘us versus
them®. Cult leaders fre-
quently peddle ‘alterna-
tive facts’ and cults are
full of conspiracy-
addled members. Cult
leaders claim that they
are the only ones who
represent the people-all
their “political com-
petitors are just part of
the immoral, corrupt
elite.” Quite often cult
members do not even
realize that they are

By Dr Farrukh Saleem

part of a cult.

Paolitical cults  in
established democra-
cies with strong institu-
tions are less of a threat
than a nuisance. But,
political cults in fragile
democracies with weak
institutions are a clear
and present danger.
Polirical cults damage
democratic institutions
including parliament
and the judiciary.
Political cult leaders
also damage the mili-
tal}y and the police.

read somewhere
that “lust for power is
surely to be counted as
one of the worst char-
acteristics of a human
being.” One man’s lust

for power destroved
Germany. Another
man’s lust for power
was behind the

Cambodian genocide.
One family’s lust for
power destroyed Syria.

Cult leaders have a
tendency to “transform
the most mild govern-
ment into  the most
insupportable tyranny,”
Yes, a cult leader needs
the “assistance of like-
minded people to serve
as subordinate instru-
ments 10 his pursuit of
power.” Democracy is
about ‘rights of the
people’. Democracy is
about the “protection of
basic freedoms’.
Political cults threaten
the rights of the people.
Political cults threaten
basic freedoms.
Political cults are a
clear and present threat
to democracies. espe-
cially fragile democra-
cies.

Beyond the charter of economy

The  Chaner  of
Economy is perceived as
a mimimum agenda to be
agreed to by political par-
ties, despite different ide-
ologies. The thought
process s that such a
charter can  somehow
shield the economy from
the vagaries of political
swings. This is indeed a
noble thought. However,
it may be an uphill task 1o
follow thmuig . consider-
img this would essentially
mean that all political
parties contest elections
on a common manifesto.

_Institutional memory is
vital in govemment’ A
thoru.uHh attempt to come
up with a kind of Charter
of Economy was made by
the PML-N and PPP in
2009, which 1 was hon-
oured to support in put-
ting together. A compre-
hensive document cover-
ing all areas was com-
piled after due delibera-
tions, which 15 available
on the shelves of the
Finance Division, Some
commentators, less famil-
iar with the functioning
of the povernment, may
not fully appreciate the
extent of policy work
undertaken over the yvears
within the government
and by development part-
ners, Many reports and
policy papers within the
government ministries,
planning commission as
well as in_the public
domain can form part of a
revised  Charter  of
Economy.

As an exam{]l:rle, let us
consider the documents
put forth in the agricul-
ture sector alone, to get a
sense. A proneenng study
was initiated by the gpoy-
emment in 2017 for the
rice sector. It took two
yvears to analyze the
whole value chain, start-
ing at farm-level produc-

tion, processing, slorage,
value addition and mar-
keting, In a similar man-
ner, useful work was
compiled by a committee
of experts at the Planning
Commission in 2008 for
repaining the cotton sec-
tor, providing recommen-
dations, some of which
can_ be considered for
implementation, A com-
prehensive document in
the shape of Mational
Food Security Policy was
also developed in 2018 to
reinvigorate the agricul-
ture sector.

In February 2020, the
Planning  Commission
ublished a  Cluster
evelopment Based
Agricultural
Transformation Plan-

Vision 2025 for 33 agri-
culture commodities. The
tasks for the short-term
are clearly defined and
prioritized in this plan
An agriculture
Emergency Program was
also put together in 2020
envisazing work through
18 Public Sector
Development  Program
pr?Jeg:ts. :
t is quite unfortunate
that, despite all these doc-
uments, Pakistan has one
of the lowest crop yields
i the region, its agricul-
tural marketing system is
underdeveloped, and the
sector remains vulnerable
o chmate risk and pest
attacks, The intemt of
highlighting this record is
to merely give a %hmpse
of the extent work
awaiting execution. Of
course, the quality of
work can  always be
upgraded and improved
through peer reviews
Additionally, there is
work by WGOs, INGOs,
multilaterals along with
reform and growth strate-
gies by development
practiticners.

This plethora of work
can be used to forge yet
another agenda (Charter
of  Economy} if so
desired. Amalgamation 15
the easier part. Shaping it
into actionable points is
the more useful and pru-
eling task as that alone
will” provide a way for-
ward for the necessary
changes in the economy.

Pakistan's success in
policy  and  structural
reform has generally been
through a more focused
a]ppmach. Let us review
this approach where a
dedicated team of smart
men and women, not a
committes OF COmmis-
sion, has been assembled
with an outcome of some
worthwhile results in the
country.

Let me give two exam-
ples of work 1 have
undertaken in Pakistan,
In 2012, we imitiated seri-
ous work on Ease of
Doing Business (EODB)
reforms in Pakistan The
modus operandi was a
focused team along with
key stakeholders to con-

duct diagnostics, forge an
actionable plan and fol-
low through with quan-

tifiable results. It took
several groeling vears of
research and a new report
took the form of the first

ever Mational Doing
Business Reform
Strategy 2016,

We followed our work
by invitnng the first ever
data challenge mission of
the World Bank to
Pakistan for engaping
directly with contnbutors
and 1o get the most accu-
rate stafistics on Pakistan,
Al the Economic Relform
Unit (ERL) we were
aware that multiple busi-
ness-related reforms were
not beinu adc%uuwi cap-
tured by the EODBE
report. For the first time,

Pakistan was recognized
as_one of the Top Ten
refoarmers of the word in
the 2017 publication of
the World Bank Ease of
Doing Business Report.
Additionally, the coun-
:a('s ranking was upgrad-

by four notches. This
was no meagre  feal
Pakistan had been on a
downward shde for sev-
eral years, hurting its
image internationally as a
destination  for  ifnvest-
ment.
~ In a similar vein back
in 2011, my colleagues
and I at the ERU had real-
ized that the government
did not have a handle on
the number, financial per-
formance and share hold-
ings of State Owned
Enterprises (S0Es). A
small” but nimble team
was energized, consider-
ing the broad scope of the
task al hand. We pub-
lished in 2013 the first
ever reporl of around 203
S0Es which the
Government of Pakistan
supported or regulated or
had some stakes in,

Our insight has created
a country wide realization
of the high level of ineili-
ciencies, sizable financial
losses and  unbearable
burden on the exchequer
created by SOEs, In fol-
low-up reports we high-
lighted the need to move
on  restructuring  and
divestment. In the first
example one was able 1o
show tangible results and
in the second build a
strong harrative by put-
ting evidence on the
table, The point that the
two examples demon-
strate 15 that a focused
approach can work in
Pakistan to bring about a
change, through a dedi-
cated team bypassing a
clogeed system

ere are other exam-

les of success in varnous
ields with a similar
approach: bypass surgery
uilding the imsurmount-
able nuclear deterrence,
to a decent income sup-
port programime, o a new
motorway police, 1o digi-
tal data sets and cieregu a-
tion of the telecom sector,
are  some  worthwhile
areas.
The Pakistan of today
15 fighting an existential
economic  task  much
bevond the purview of a
necessarg programme
supported by the IMFE. It
15 strongly proposed that
on the same lines of
bypass surgery, the coun-
try dedicates resources
and a amall team of sensi-
ble experts 1o oversee an
agriculture sector turn-
around, an energy sector
revam and  further
deregulation of the econ-
omy with a focus on
small- and medium-sized
businesses.

Desirables in  these
three sectors can be artic-
ulated. Focus in agricul-
ture should be clear; to
raise productivity and
reduce cost, adjust to cli-
mate change and shifi
from grain to fruits and
vegetables. The energy
sector is challenging the
country’s solvency with
both ~its  overbearin
effect on the fiscal as we
as balance of payments,
The necessary surgery
has to involve efficiency
gains through divestment
and a change in the éner-
%1}' mix of the country. On
the regulatory side we
can sirive Lo further do
away with overlappin
reculation between loc

rovincial and federal
evels, As we move to
digitize and automate
progesses  our  focus
would be on the bulk of
businesses,

Selling lies

¢ are i
an era of
disinforma-

tion.  That
term 15
thrown around by all
political persuasions to
accuse their opponents
of not being truthful.
The systematic dissem-
mation of disinforma-
tion, however, is more
than just lying. It is a
political strategy in a
wir to take control of
public  power.  [is
intended se 15 to
create confusion, which
leads to rejecting gov-
ernment mstiutions
entrusted to deliberate
over verifiable facts,
_There 15 a significant
difference etween
lving about a particular
action or product and a
disinformation  cam-
pﬂl%ﬂ to  undermine
public trust in a demo-
cratic republic. A clas-
sic example of the for-
mer i5 how the tobacco
mdustry hed or created
doubt about scientific
findings that demon-

strated that smoking
caused hmg and cardiac
diseases, Lip to the mid-
Fifties. the tobacco

industry had succeeded
i elevating smoking to
be one of the most pop-
ular, successful, and
widely used items of
the early 20th century.
In response to the
mounting evidence that
smokin cigarettes
damaged one’s health,
the tobacco industry
hired the nabon’s lead-

g public relations
firm, The industry fol-
lowed the consultant’s
advice and focused its
efforts on disrupting the
usual  processes of
knowledge production
in medicine, science,
and public  health.
Consequently, the lead-
g tobacco companies
embraced the scientific
discourse that assumes
there is always more to
know. The tobacco
industry’s strategy was
to exaggerate that prin-
ciple in order to spread
doubt and uncertainty
about the known facis
The tobacco industry’s
campaign did not attack
the validity of scientific
institutions to analyze
the facts; instead, tﬁ'cy
accused scientists of
not wanting to find the
correct data.
Eventually, the tobac-
co industry lost its bat-
tle by paying over $206
billion through a court
settlement. However,
that punishment was
only achievable
because it was deliv-
ered by an independent
court system that fairly
weighed the facts.
Borrowing a page
from the tobacco play-
book, Donald Trump
has  not  directly
attacked the concept of
democracy, mstead, he
undermines the cred-
itability of democratic
institutions by accusing
them of not treating
him and his supporters
fairly. For example, he

Bv Nick Licata
attacked Congress for
not  throwing out

Biden's electoral votes,
and he condemned the
courts for them tossin
out his 60 cases chal-
lenging the outcome of
the election. His repeat-
ed message was that the
election was rigged

All politicians and
political parties can be
Justly accused of lving
from time to fime about
their accomphshments
or their intent to accom-
plish things they have
no  power to o do.
However, past efforts
from major political
players have stayed
within a sandbox of
playing with democrat-
1C Imsnuions,

Trump stepped out-
side that sandbox on the
night of the 2012 presi-
dential election when
he tweeted, “This elec-
tion i5 a total sham and
a travesty. We are not a
democracy!” He mis-
takenly thought that
Obama had won the
election  without the
majority popular vote,

Four years later,
Trump won his presi-
dential elechon without
winning the popular
vote. but he didn’t men-
tion that fact, Instead,
when the polls indicat-
ed that he might lose
the 2016 election to
Democratic
Presidential Candidate
Hillary  Clinton, he
claimed 1t would have
been rigged if she had
won. Then




|

progress report in mithi
gang-rape, suicide case

THARPARKAR: The
Sindh High Court (SHC)
on Thursday has sought
progress report in Mithi
gang-tape and suicide
case within two weeks,

Earlier  this  week,
Sindh High Court (SHC
Chief Justice (CJ), Ahme
Ali Shaikh took notice of
Mithi gang-rape and sui-
cide case.

DIG Mirpurkhas,
Zulfigar Mahar, S5P
Tharparkar, Hassan

Sardar, family members
of the rape victim and oth-
ers appeared before the
court. DIG Mirpurkhas
Zulfigar Mahar presented

report before SHC CJ in
the rape case, stating that
four accused have been
arrested in the case, while
further investigation was
underway, The SHC while
directing  to  conduct
DNAs of the accused in
the case, asked the police
to cooperate with the vic-
tim's  family in the
case Later, the hearing of
the case was adjourned

for wo weeks On
Monda?; a vietim uf'ganﬁ
rape allegedly committe

suicide in village Mehran
Soomro within the limits
of Kaloi  Town of
Tharparkar The body of

the wvictim was sent to
Taluka Hospital Dipol
Town for postmortem on
tate Sunday night The girl
was reportedly abducted
by some “unknown” per-
sons five days back and
kidnappers, who, after
raping her had left her at a
deserted place near her
village. The victim in her
written complaint with
police had stated that she
was criminally assaulted
when she was going to
Hyderabad to recerve offi-
cial documents of the
pension of her father who
died few maonths
back. INP

Pakistani exporters must
follow rules set by Chinese
authorities for imports

KARACHI; Pakistan’'s

exports to China in 2021
remained at 33589 bil-
lion and in 2022 the
export volume can reach
$4 billion and with the
increase in food prod-
ucts, however, Pakistani
exporters must follow
the miles and regulations
set by the Chinese
authorities for imports.
_ In this regard, accord-
ing to Gwadar Pro, the
Trade Development
Authority of Pakistan
(TDAP) in collaboration
with China Certification
and Inspection Group
CCIG) Shanghai, and
Tofflon Group Shanghai
organized a webinar on
Tu&sdgg. :

Besides officials from
TDAP and CCIG, a large
number of Pakistani
exporters and experls
participated in the wehi-
nar.

Pakistan has become a
major source for the
export of food products

particularly rige,
seafood, dned fruits,
nuts, fruits,

g‘ink salt,
and processed food.
The Chinese officials
briefed the participants
on I»:g; economic indica-
tors of China. As per the
Mational Bureau of
Statistics China (NBSC),
the volume of China's
exports of poods is $3 36
trillion while the volume
of China’s imports of

nae iy

ISLAMABA

goods is $2.69 trillion,
Pakistan’s exports to
China are with the pas-
sage of ime; the volume
exports in 2016 was
$1.91 billion, in 2017
$1.83 billion, in 2018
$2.18 billion, in 2019
$1.81 billion, in 2020
$2.12 billion and in 2021

£3589 billion.
“This year, Pakistan
exports’ ~ volume can

surge up to 34 billion
and the space is avail-
able in food products,”
said one of the experts
from CCIG

According to  the
General Administration
of Customs China’s sta-
tistics, the walue of
Pakistan's food exports
to China in 2021 was
5840 million, i

OF them, 3609 million
Was uegle;ahle products
$179 million was animal
products while the value
of prepared foodstuff

Wis 52 million.
Similarly, in 2021, the
value of the export of

nuts and dried food from
Pakistan to China was
£65 million.

In 2021, the exports of
rocessed seafood from
akistan to China 2021

were $8.4 million while
the value of mangoes
exported dun’n§ the
same year was 5127 mil-
lion.

China's imports of

rice are $2.2 billion,

seafood $ 133 billion,
nuts and dried fruit $2.2
billion while sesamum
seed 51.7 billion.
Pakistami  exporters
can get major shares in
the mports of these
products; however, they
need to know the general

characteristics of the
Chinese Consumer
Market.

 For example, due to an
increase in per capita
income and consumer
expenditure, China is
close to becoming an
upper-income  count
with increasingly health
& fitness-conscious con-
SUMErs. )
They are spendin
money on quality an
imported food “while
online buying is becom-
ing an increasingly pop-
ular mode of purchase,

To | get  maximum
space in China’s market,
akistan exporters

should keep in compli-
ance with import @ude-
lines; they should devel-
op a brand and build a
website in the Chinese
language, emphasize on
health features of their
products,
ive an

repare attrac-
: convenient
packaging, make use of
e-commerce platforms
like Alibaba and JD, and
promote their products
through live-streaming
and social media plat-
forms. [NP

{

R

L |

D: Federal Minister for Law and Justice Senator Azam

Nazeer Tarar chaired a meeting of Cabinet sub Committee to deliber-
ate a policy relating to enforced disappearances at Ministry of Law.

Pakistani exporters must
follow rules set by Chinese
authorities for imports

KARACHI: Pakistan’s
exports to China in 2021
remaingd at $3.589 hillion
and in 2022 the export vol-
ume can reach billion
and with the increase in
food products; however,
Pakistani exporters must
follow the ru?us and regu-
lations st by the Chinese
authorities for imports,

In this regard, according
to Gwadar Pro, the Trade
Development Authority of
Pakistan (TDAP) in col-
laboration  with China
Certification and
[nspection Ciroup (CCIG)
Shanghai, and Tofflon
Giroup Shanghai organized
a webinar on Tuesday,

Besides officials from
TDAP and CCICG, a large
number of Pakistans
cxporters and cxperts par-
fica in the webinar,

Pakistan has become a
major  source for  the
export of tood products
particularly rice, seafood,
drned frnts, nuts, frus,
pink salt, and processed

food. _
The Chinese officials
briefed the participants on
key economic indicators
of China. As pet the
Mational  Burcau  of
Statistics China (MNBSC),
the wolume of China's
exports ai'fmcki is $3.36
trillion while the volume
of China's imports of
goods 15 52,69 tnllion,
Pakistan’s exports o
China are with the passage
of time; the volume of
exports i 2016 was $1.91
billion, in 2007 $1.83 hil-
lion, im 2018 £2_18 billion,
in 2009 %1.81 hillion, in
2020 $2.12 hillion and in
2021 83,589 billion.
“This };car. Pakistan
orts” volume can surge
ﬁpu} %4 billion and %e
space is available in food
products,” said ong of the
experts from CCICGE
According 1o the
Gieneral Administration of
Customs China’s stafistics,
the wvalue of Pakistan’s
food exports to China in

2021 was 5840 mullion,

Of them, $609 million
was vegetable products,
F179 mullion was animal
products while the value
of ?r-::pa:_'cd foodstuff was
352 million. Similarly, in
2021, the walue of the
export of nuts and dried
food from  Pakistan to
China was $65 million

In 2021, the exports of

racessed seafood from

akistan to China 2021
were 58,4 million while
the wvalue of mangoes
exported during the same
year was $127 million,

China’s imports of rice
are $2.2 billion, seafood
% 13.% billion, nuts and
dried fruit £2.2 billion
while sesamum seed $1.7
bitlion.

Pakistani  exporters
can get major shares in
the 1mports of these
products; however, they
need to know the general
characteristics  of the
Chinese Consumer
Market. INP
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r..

amed Abbas Laftah calling on

Federal Minister for Interior Rana Sana Ullah to discuss progress on Pakistan-
Iraq Zaireen Management Agreement.

Infirm Pakistani rupee steadies a
bit against US dollar

ISLAMABAD: The infirm
Pakistani mupee which has been
bearing the onslaught of the
aggressive US dollar for the last
several trading sessions has
shown some revival signs as the
local unit has inched up by 40
%alsa in the interbank trading on

hursdsfl)'. )

The forei
said that
tradin

currency dealers
luring the moming
activity, the Pakistami
ru||:ee ared well against the US
dollar as the American currency
traded at Rs23925 by 10am,
lower by 40 paisa from yester-
day’s close.

n Wednesday, the US dollar
came closer to skyrocketing to
another historic high against the
Pakistani rupee as it gained 74
paisa in the interbank trading
and concluded at Rs23965, a
few paisa away from hitting a
record level” against the
Pakistani currency.

However, the banking market
sowrees pegged the US dollar at
close to Rs240.75. Within two
months, the rupee returned to the
record devalued position it
attained on July 28 while the
currency dealers in the ba.nklgﬁ
market said the dollar broke
records as it crossed Rs240.

After the disbursement of
IMF %1.16 billion tranche last
maonth, Finance Minister Miftah
Ismail said a few days ago that
the Pakistani currency would
start stabilizing after some time.

On Sept 18, the Saudi Arabi
also rolled over a 33 billion debt
for one year on the existing
tough “terms  and  the
International Monetary Fund
also announced support for
Pakistan’s flood-reliel efforts
but without giving any addition-
al loan. |

IMF Resident Representative
Esther Perez Ruiz on Sunday

issued a brief statement, making
clear the global lender’s
?pmach towards Pakistan in
the aftermath of the devastating
floods.

Perez said that the IMF was
deeply saddened by the devas-
tating impact of the floods in
Pakistan, offering sympathies to
the millions of victims of the
floods. ! :

“We will work with others in
the intermational community fo
support, under the current pro-
pgramme, the authorities’ relief
and r,a:iqlan%tn,gctmn ‘?ﬁmeriﬂ angd
especially their ongoin eav-
Mpﬁ% a:;s.ist ij_r.% af?e_:cwd by
the floods while ensuring sus-
tainable policies and macroeco-
nomic stability,” Perez said,

According 10 the State Bank
of Pakistan, country’s current
account deficit has fallen to
$0.7bn_in Au% compared 1o
%1.2bn in July INP

Contempt case: 710 policemen to
be posted for court security

ISLAMABAD: The police
will deploy 710 policemen
including two 55Ps for secunty
during contempt hearing in
Islamabad High Court (IHC)
against former prime minister
Imran Khan today

The high court will indict
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (FTI)
Chairman in a contempt case
over allegedly issuing threat to
Additional District and Sessions
Judze Feba Chaudhry.

In an elaborate security plan,
surroundings of the high court
premises in the federal cag’ual
will be monitored with Safe
City Cameras, according to a
secunty order.

The security division will be
responsible for secunty arrange-

ments within the THC premises,
Moreover, FC and Rangers offi-
cials will also be posted within
the court premises,

All secunty officials will be
unarmed except those posted at
the rooftop, security order read.

S5P-Operations Jameel Zafar
will be responsible for the over-
all secunity outside the high
courl premises,

According to the security
order, no official on duty could
use mobile phone. The wireless
will only be used for duty, and
departmental action will be
taken in case of unnecessary use
of the wireless,

“Barbed wires will be erected
across the high court premises,”
as per the security details.

Pakistan's export to
China up nearly 7pct in
Jan - Aug 2022

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan's export to China crossed
£2.40 billion in the first eight months of this year, up
percent year on year, Gwadar Pro reported on
: the official data from the General
Administration of Customs of China.

According to data from GACC, overall from January
022, China's imports & exports from
Pakistan counted $ 18 41billion, up 7.28% ]year on year
while in 2021 the same period it was $17.76 :
the month of August Pakistan's exports to China
decreased 25.'J'Eri}crcem year-on-year, due to heavy

ed flood and COVID-19 which destroyed

many sectors including agriculture, infrastructure, and
| Hassan Khan, Executive
Director, Center for South Asia & International Studies
&CS‘MS}, Islamabad, told Gwadar Pro that China is
akistan’s largest trading partner besides being the sec-
ond largest export destination and last year, especially
despite the pandemie, the bilateral tra

6.23
Thursday quotin

to August

monsoon caused

industry Dr. Mehmoo

by a hi

floods, 33 million

percentage."Unfortunately, due to deadly
C ople have been forced to leave
their houses. 18,000 square kilometers' agriculture has
been destroyed. Its massive destruction including that
of the cotton crop would be disastrous INP
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“Karachi: ANF recovers

crystal meth from

Australia-bound parcel

KARACHI: The Anti-Narcotic Force (ANF)
on Thursday foiled an attempt to smuggle crys-
tal meth to Australia via a local carrier compa-
ny located on Shahrah-e-Faisal,

An ANF spokesperson told that the total
weight of the parcel was 49 kg, and the drug
inte women's and children’s
clothes, The parcel was booked by a Chaman
resident, he told. Anti-Narcotic Force has filed a
case against the smuggler under the anti-nar-
cotics act.Earlier on August 3, the ANF seized
three kg of crystal ice from an Afghan national
at the Pak-Afghan border in Chaman. The Anti-
Marcotic Force during a routine checking at the
Pak-Afghan border recovered three kg of crys-
ice from an Afghan national
Imaruddin The accused was trying to smuggle
narcotics to Pakistan from Afghanistan via the
Chaman border, the Anti-Marcotic Force offi-
cials said A case was registered against the
the anti-narcotics

was soaked

tal

Afghan national under

act INP
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Jolie nudges world to ‘do

QUETTA: UNHCR provincial Hea

BEUING: Dr. Liu Minhua, Vice
President of Beijing Tec!mulug& and
Business University (BTBL),

the Chinese
2021, with a

The BTBL Honorary Professor
Appointment Ceremony and SIEM
Lecture, Dr. Liu Minhua extended a
warm welcome to Prof. Emeritus
Manzoor Hussain Soomro. The vice
E;:SH:'EHE said Prof. Manzoor has

n working with BTBU for mapfv
years, China Economic Net (CEN)

he appointment of Prof. Manzoor

as the first Honorary Professor of the
university 15 to thank him for his
important contribution in the past and
to usher in further achievements
together in the future.

P Manzoor

attachment with Chinese and rich on
experience in working with interna-
tional organizations. We look for-
rof. Manzoor’s continued
contribution to the
development of the university and his
valuable suggestions to us. L] ;
Prof. Manzoor expressed his grati-
tude to BTBU for 1ts invitation and

“Armored vehicles will be
deploved with 500 short-range
and 500 long-range shells,” as
per the security plan. Moreover,
vehicles will be on alert for
response with 3000 shells.

A five-member bench — com-
prising THC Chief Justice Athar
Minallah, Justice Mohsin
Akhtar Kayani, Justice Miangul
Hassan Aurangzeb, Justice
Tarig Mehmood Jahangiri and
Justice Babar Sattar — will start
the proceedings at 2:30pm
today.

Zhe said her heart was with
the people facing this calamity
and she expressed her resolve to
visit Pakistan again and again to
extend help to the flood
affectees here, NP
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Manchhar lake
water receding: govt
initiates survey to
plug cuts

JAMBSHORO: Sindh Irmigation
Department has initiated a survey
to plug cuts administered in
Manchhar Lake as water level
%_Dmg down, sources said on

hursday.

Floodwater level at the lake has
further dropped after water drain-
ing out into the Indus River. The
water level in Manchhar has
dropped to RL 120 while the lake’s
capacity level has been RL 123,
according to sources

Sindh rri_ﬁnt'ton Department on
Tuesday said that |:_Ia.|lﬁ.' 1.5 Lac
cusecs water being discharged into
Indus River from Manchhar Lake.

“Floodwater also receding in
various areas after the water level
going down in Manchhar Lake,”
tescue sources said, “The water
standing in Jhangara and Bajara
union council has also dropped,”
sources added, i i

Floodwater has dropped in Talt
and Bhanbha union councils
link roads have restored, sources
said.

_Water level going down at the
villages of UC Shaikh, while five
union councils are still fooded
with water, irmigation sources said

Manchhar Lake, spreading over
Dadu and Jamshoro districis of
Sindh, is the largest freshwater
reservoir in Pakistan. The lake is at
the centre of flooding i Sindh’s
distncts on the right bank of the
Indus River

The water of flash floods from
Kheerthar Range has drowned the
area and changed it into a huge
lake, as it could not found way out
to enter into the Indus, owing to
flooding in the river INP

ECP orders reis-
suance of notice to
Imran Khan over

code violation

ISLAMABAD: As former pre-
mier Imran Khan skipped appear-
ance before = the  Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECFP) on
Thursday, the ECP ordered the
reissuance of a notice to him over
the violation of election code of
conduct in campaign for the by-
polls and adjourned hearing on the
notice till October 3,

A four-member ECP bench,
headed by ECP Sindh Member
Misar Durrani, conducted hearing
on the notices issued to Imran
Khan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
&KP] Chief Mimister Mehmood

han over relentless use of the
state resources and machinery in
campaign for the by-polls.

Mo one appeared before the ECP
bench on behalf of Imran Khan
whereas, the lawyer for KP Chi
Minister Mehmood Khan appeared
before the ECP bench and argued
that the Charsadda district moni-
toring officer had also issued a
notice on the same issue INP

s D -, TP

Policar giving certificate
articipants during skill developmeni program organized by
Society for Community and Promotion of Education Balochistan.

BTBU appoints first

honorary professor
from Pakistan

hina

overnment in 2020 and on
etter of Appoimtment.

International
Management (SIEM) for the fresh-
men of the School of SIEM on the
topic of Youth and the Sustainable
Development Goals

On the occasion, Prof. Manzoor
stressed that young people constitute
an influential force in promoting sus-
tainable development in the
MNations. Students are encouraged to

contribute more o the imternational
development of BTBU and the con-
struction of the “Belt and Road’ in the

resented Prof Manzoor Hussain future. :
oomro, a Pakistani expert who As part of the agenda, Prof
received the Friendship Award from  Manzoor delivered the 16th lecture

Economics and

nited

develop a global vision, shoulder

has profound

international

their responsibilities towards their
family and country, actively imple-
ment global development imtiatives,
and contribute to the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development.

As part of the agenda, Prof
Manzoor delivered the 16th lecture
International
Management (SIEM) for the fresh-
men of the School of SIEM on the
topic of Youth and the Sustainable
Development Goals As part of
T ﬂ:da, Prof. Manzoor delivered the

t
Economics and Management {SEEM}
for the freshmen of the School o

Economies  and

the

lecture on  International

more’ to help Pakistan flood affectees

trust, and highlighted that he would SIEM on the topic.INP

ISLAMABAD:
Hollvwood actress
Angelina Jolie who s
currently on  Pakistan
visit to show solidanty
and support for the flood
victims visited MNational
Flood Response
Coordination entre
{(NFRCC) on Thursday,

The humanitanan
activist has come to
Pakistan on Sept 20 to
divert world’s attention
towards the large-scale
destruction wreaked by
recent monstrous floods
which has put almost
one-third of the country
underwater.

Deputy Chairman

NFRCC Ahsan [gbal wel-
comed Jolie and thanked
her for wvisiting Pakistan
during the most cata-
strophic floods in the his-
tory of Pakistan.

The Hollvwood star
who 15 a special UN
envoy for refugees and
had previously been in
Pakistan as a special LN
envoy after a deadly 2005
earthquake and  after
flooding in 2010, was
briefed abour flood
responge and measures
taken thus far.

Jolie said she was
deeply moved to seg peo-
ple’s suffering during her
vesterday's visit to Dadu

in Sindh province where
she met flood victims.
She said that she was
with flood affected peo-
ple and would make her
efforts to let the world
know the “scale of devas-
tation these climate
changes have done and
the life saving support

they need.
The US star was
impressed by the

Pakistan Army which
was busy round-the-clock
in the relief activities.
Whatever relief activi-
fies | have seen, they are
being provided by the
Pakistan Army, Jolie said
adding that the Army

men were saving people’s
lives.

She, however, said that
the ple whose lives
had been saved, they still
were not safe. “The
destruction which I have
seen, the world has no
idea of it," she main-
tained She was of the
view that if the world
help didn't reach in next
few weeks, then these
people could not survive,
She said she had not seen
such a large destruction
in her entire live. She zaid
that the affectees nesded
food, shelter and medical
facilities on urzent basis,

Last time when I came

here, | found Pakistanis
hosting Afghan people,
but today they have been
confronting themselves
with an enormous natural
calamity, Jolie said urp-
ing the world to ‘[ED
more’ to help the Pakistan
flood affectees, The
world must take cog-
nizance of the Pakistan
situation as this is matter
of hfe and death of mil-
lions of people, she
added. She regretted that
the countries which were
less responsible to con-
tribute to climate change,
they were beanng the
brunt of global warming
most. [INF

QUETTA: Civil society hold protest outside QPC on occasion of
internationals Day of Peace,
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UN chief wants 'action' to address climate loss,
damage payments to Pakistan

NEW YORK: The United Nations chief said Wednesday it was time for "meaningful action” on the issue of

compensation for damage w ht b
Ahead of the forthcomin %Pl?}l

the climate crisis, especial
UN climate summit in E

Iy in developing countries like Pakistan
pt, Secretar}r&

neral Antonic Guterres and

Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-Sissi — the latter appearing by video link -- co-hosted a meeting of world
leaders for "frank exchanges" on climate action,

"My messages were stark

.” Guierres told reporters at the UN General Assembly following the meeting, "On

the climate emergency: The 1. 5-degrees lumit 15 on life sggp;ﬂ; — and it is fading fast" he said, referring to
1.2 0

the Paris accord goal of I'tmitjn,E long-term warmir;F to
| ing images from (flo
of global warming, and we are headed for over three

“You have all seen the appal

degrees."

1.5C ve pre-industrial Tevels. )
oding in) Pakistan. This is happening at just 1.2 degrees

e called on %ovemments to tackle "four burning issues" between now and COP27: preater ambition to keep

the 1.5C possible; 1
measures, and the issue

¢, meeting financial commitments to the developing world; increasing support for adaptation
"loss gnd damage.”

This last point has become a critical area in climate negotiations, Tt concerns damage already caused by mul-
tplying extreme weather events, which neither the measures to mitigate global warming nor those to adapt to

its impacts have been able to prevent.
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Two-day exhibition kick-starts to
commemorate 92nd National
day of Saudi Arabia

conference.

Bahawalnagar:
12-year-old girl raped
at gunpoint

BAHAWALNAGAR: In vet anoth-
er incident of molestation, a 12-year-
old girl was raped at gunpoint in
Bahawalnagar, Punjab on Thursday.

The incident took place in
Bahawalnagar's Pir Shah area, where
an unknown accused kidnapped a 12-
Kcar—cﬂd girl at gunpoint and raped

€T,

The accused after raping the ﬁi_:‘l
fled away from the crime scene. The
police have registered case of the inci-
dent and moved the rape-victim to the
district hospital.

In one such incident, a woman was

raped during a robbery attempt in
Faisalabad, last vear,
10 men barged into a house located
in [slam Nagar, a locality in Samundri
Faisalabad, while one of the men af
the muggers’ group raped the
wioman, LN

PTI moves SC
against by-elections
on October 16

ISLAMABAD. Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) on Thursday moved
Supreme Court (SC) against by-clec-
tions on eight constituencies of the
Mational Assembly on October 16.

PTL in its plea submitted by Faisal
Chaudhry stated thar ECP wants to
hold by-elections on its own “will® in
‘selecfed” constituencies which is
ia.g,mnst the constitution and rule of
aw.

PTI pleaded with the court to sus-
pend by-poll schedule until the
Judgment on the plea related to the res-
ignation of 123 PTI MNAs,

On September 14, the election com-
mission announced to organise LG

lls in all districts of Karachi on

Jctober 23, whereas, by-elections in
eight NA constituencies will be held
on October 16

Earlier on September 8, the com-
mission_had p-ost%:crned the scheduled
by-elections in 13 constituencies. The
decision was taken by the CEC Sultan
Sikandar Raja while chairing a high-
level session.

It was decided that the by-polls
scheduled for September 11,
September 25 and October 2 will be
postponed and the new dates will be
announced soon. The election com-
mission said that the by-poll was
deferred due to the devastating rains
and floods INP

Over 21,000 flood
affectees take refuge
at 19 navy

campsites: NFRCC

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Navy's
four flood relief centres and 18 central
collection points have collected and
distributed over 1668 tonnes of food,
5775 tents, and 721,223 litres of min-
eti'ai water among flood-affected peo-

e
P According to the National Flood
Relief Coordination Centre (NFRCC),
21,305 people have taken refuge in |
Navy camps. Response teams of the
Pakistan Army rescued at least 15,485
people, the NFRCC told.

he emergency response teams are
eqmgped with 53 motorized boats and
two hovercrafts, while two helicopters
are hl,lsshin relief operations through-
oul Sindh. i

The NFRCC said a total of 475 peo-
Ea were rescued via 65 flights of the

avy helicopters, also distnbuting
4923 ration bags using it.

Pakistan Navy also established 77
medical camps that have treated over
EI,SZ;JJ_Ppat'LenB so far, the NFRCC
told I

PTI leader Abid Afridi’s
brother killed in Bara firing

BARA: Tribal leader Munsif Ali
Afndi and a passerby were killed in
firing by some unidentified attackers
while a constable left badly injured in
Bara area of Khyber District on
Thursday.

_The incident took place when the
tribal leader was returning after
attending a jirga on the detenorating
law and order situation in Bara.

On_ his way, some unidentified
armed men opened fire on him near
Qambar Khel in the jurisdiction of
Bara Agency. Resultanily, he and a
passerby died on the spot while a con-
stable were serious] ly ifjured, who was
shifted to a hospital for medical treat-
ment. INP

ISLAMABAD: Embassy of
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in
collaboration with The Centaurus
Mall, Islamabad has organized a
two days exhibition to commemo-
rate the 92nd MNational day of
Saudi Arabia, .

On this auspicious occasion,
Sardar Yasir [lvas Khan, CEQ
Centaurus  Mall hosted HE.
MWawaf Saeed Al Malkiy, the
Ambassador of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia to celebrate the
everlasting friendship between the
two brotherly countries.

Mr. Sardar Yasir highlighted the
& bilateral relations between
Saudi Arabia and Pakistan. He
further added that Pakistan
accords great importance to
friendly fies and the warmth
existing between both the coun-
tries. menticned that K8A has
significantly contributed towards
economic growth, health and edu-
cation sectors of Pakistan. Sardar
Yasir Ilvas Khan pointed out that
over the years, the two countries
have succeeded in developing a

unique synergy for mutual devel-
opment. Saudi Arabia is home to
the largest number of Pakistani
expatriates in the region who are
contributing significantly in the
form of remitiances, they remit
nearly 36 billion from Saudi
Arabia every year X
Sgeakmg on the occasion HE
Ambassador of KSA appreciated
the role/contribution of nearly 2.7
million Pakistanis working in
Saudi  Arabia  in  different
spheres/sectors. He reiterated to
further augment the bond between
both the nations. He stated that we
will continue to enhance the bilat-
eral trade with Saudi  Arabia
which stood at 31.871 billion in
2017-18 with exports amounting
to $170 million and imports at

$1.7 billion. Since 1971
Pakistanis  have contribut
toward building the Kingdom’s

infrastructure. Also present on
the occasion the Federal Minster
for Interior Rana Sanaullah hi%l_'lh
lighted the degree of respect the
Pakistanis INP

Over S5pc of
Anti-Muslim content on
Twitter comes from
India, reveals study

ISLAMABAD: Owver 55 per
cent of Anti-Muslim content on
the social media platform Twitter
originates from India, reveals a
new study.

A research by the Australian-
based Islamic Council of Victoria
{ICV). about 86% of anti-Mushm
social media messages onginate in
the US, the UK, and India. It
Eu-inted out that between August
28, 2019, and August 27, 2021,
there were at least 3,759.180
Islamophobic tweets on Twitter.

The report said, among India-
based Twitter users, researchers
says India ru]in%P arty, Bharativa
Janata Party (B g 15 responsible
for the dissemination and amplifi-
cation of anti-Muslim hate, say-

ing, “(the) BJP has actively nor-
malised hatred towards Muslims
such that 55.12 percent of anti-
Muslim hatred tweets now origi-
nate in India"As per the ICV
researchers, India created the most
content, with 871,379
Islamophobic tweets, followed by
the U5 (289.248) and the UK
%i?ﬁj?ﬁ}.The study also identi-
ed four significant themes that
frequently appeared on Twitter
when 1t was  displaying
Islamophobic content. The con-
nection between Islam and terror-
ism, the portrayal of Muslims as
sexual assaulters, the conspiracy
that makes false claims that
Muslim immigrants are displacing
white people in the West INP

Call for allowing
Kashmiris from across LOC to

join events like Nanga Peer
Festival in AJK

ISLAMABAD
Preparations for Nanga Peer
Festival 2022 at famous
tourist resort Nanga Peer in
Bagh, Azad Kashmir, are
almost in final phase with
tourist bikers, hikers and other
sportsmen  from Azad
Kashmir, Pakistan and even
abroad joining the gala, which
15 going to start from tomor-
o,

Students from different edu-
cational institutions will also
participate in the event,

The tourists and guests are
warmly welcomed by organis-
ers and government officials
at Kohala bridge. _

Festival will start on Frida
and will  continue il
September 25. However, its
part two Agri AJK Festival

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Japan WADA Mitsuhiro in a grou

ants during viewing exhibition titled “Haiku Art 1

NCA.

will last till 27 September.
The chief organizer of the
event, Nisar Ahmad Shaig, on
the occasion talking to media
men driglored_ that people of
Azad kashmir often enjoy
events like Nanga eer
Festival, while their brethren
in Indian illegally occupied
Jammu and Kashmir are even
not allowed to go to parks in
roups by the brutal Indian
orces. :
_He called upon the interna-
tional community including
the United Nations to put
ressure on India to allow
ashmiris from both sides of
the Line of Control to organ-
ize and participate in sports
activities like’ Nanga Peer
Festival without any hin-
drance INP

Developing nations argue that historic polluters have a moral imperative to pay for the loss and damage, but

the idea was shot down by rich nations at COP26, who offered only to start talking about the issue at
A few days ago, the group of least developed countries meeting in Dakar once more pushed

P27
on the issue,

calling for the establishment of a "funding mechanism" to deal with the damage caused bjydg!pbal warmindg.
idari ing

"I hope COP27 in Egypt will take it up, as a matter of chimate justice, international so

trust," sand Guterres.

ty and buwil

The water-borne diseases and malnutrition that are pla%uinﬁ swathes of Pakistan afler record monsoon
™o

flonds threaten to be more deadly than the initial deluge, U I )
monsoon downpours flooding a third of the country -- an area

Pakistan has been lashed by unprecedented

cials warned.

the size of the United Kingdom -- and killing nearly 1,600 people, according to the Iatest}%cwemment figures.

More than seven million p

le have been displaced, many living in makeshift tents witl

out protection from

mosquitoes, and often with little access to clean drinking water or washing facilities, )
United Nations humamtarian coordinator Julien Hameis said Pakistan faced a cascading "second disaster”
from diseases such as dengue, malaria, cholera and diarrhoea, as well as malnutrition

"My

personal concern is that mortality from the water-borne diseases, from malnutrition will be higher than

what we've seen so far," he told a press conference in Islamabad on Wednesday INP

CJP Ata Bandial advises PTI to
return to National Assembly

ISLAMABAD: Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP)
Justice Umar Ata Bandial has advised the PT] MNAs
to retun to the National Assembly (NA) by withdraw-
mgrtheur resignations.

he Supreme Court heard on Thursday an aﬁna}i
filed by the PTT against an Islamabad High Court deci-
sion about ‘peacemeal’ ﬂ:gjmva] of the resignations
pu_l;pﬂﬁ.edlfr rom its 123 MNAs.
he PTI wants all of the 123 resignations declared
approved. In its onpginal petition before the IHC, it had
sought an injunction against NA Speaker Raﬁa Pervaiz
Ashraf’s decision to aﬁpmve resigmations after givin
rsonal audience to the MNAs — something the
as termed as “peacemeal’ approval of the resignations

After the THU rejected the PTI petition earlier this
week, the party challenged the ruling before the apex
court, which heard the gjj;gmt on Thursday.

Dwring the heanng, Bandial while directing the
PTI lawyer Faisal Chaudhry to seek fresh instruction
from the paré%(. said that the verdict of High Court in the
acceptance of phase-vise resignations is final, speaker
has the constitutional nght to accept the resignations.

Court said that doing intervention in the order of
speaker can lead to the breach of Article 69, the PTI
side must convince the court that what was wrong in
the High Court’s ruling?

CIP Bandial said that people had elected MNAs for

five years and the PTI must play its role in the
Parliament. ) ) )
_ The top judge said that floods have displaced mil-
lions ﬂfgpnple who do not have !pcrtab!e water and food
and holding bye-elections on 123 seats would incur
huge expenses,

Look at the country’s economic situation, he said
questioning 1f PTI knew how much money will be
spent on holding bye-elections. )

The CJIP also said that it was difficult to interfere
with the work of the speaker and Justice Minallah had
given the verdict after careful consideration.

He said that PTT must not act in haste and the court
was offering it another opportunity to reconsider its
decision. :

_After giving his remarks, the CJP adjourned the case
till indefinite iime period s s

After the THC rellecied the PT1 petition earfier this
week, the party challenged the ruling before the apex
court, which heard the appeal on Thursday,

During the hearing, CIP Bandial while directing the
PTI lawyer Faisal Chaudhry to seek fresh instruction
from the par&. said that the verdict of High Court in the
acceptance of phase-vise resignations is final, speaker
has the constitutional nght to accept the resignations.

Court said that doing intervention in the order of
speaker can lead to the breach of Article 69, the PTI
side must convince the court that what was wrong in
the High Court’s ruling?

CIP Bandial smd that people had elected MNAs for
five years and the PTI must play its role m the
Parliament. :

_ The top judge said that floods have displaced mil-
lions of people who do not have potable water and food
and holding bye-elections on 123 seats would incur
huge expenses. L _

ook at the country’s economic situation, he said
questioning if PTI knew how much money will be
spent on holding bye-elections INP

Hustrations Exﬂig:tiuu" he

ECP orders
reissuance of
notice to Imran
Khan over code
violation

ISLAMABAD: As for-
mer premier Imran Khan
skipped appearance
before  the lection
Commission of Pakistan
ECP) on Thursday, the

P ordered the reis-
suance of a notice 1o him
over the violation of elec-
tion code fﬂf hconti!ucl ]]El]
campaign for the by-polls
and Ei_fﬂi::.tmed hea.l;!lrng on
the notice till October 3.

A four-member ECP
bench, headed by ECP
Sindh Member ~ Nisar
Dumrani, conducted hear-
ing on the notices issued
te  Imran  Khan and
Khyber  Pakhtunkhwa
KP) Chief Minister

fehmood Khan over

relentless use of the state
resources and machinery
in i:ampaigﬂ for the by-
polls

Mo one appeared before
the ECP bench on behalf
of Imran Khan, whereas,
the lawyer for KP Chief
Minister Mehmood Khan
appeared before the ECP
bench and argued that the
Charsadda_district moni-
toring officer had also
issued a notice on the
same issue. “How can
hearing of the same issue
be conducted at two
forums?” he raised a
question.

At this, the ECP
Balochistan member said,
“We have issued notices
over violation of the elec-
tion code of conduct in
different constituencies.
The state machinery and
helicopter have been used
relentlessly. The entire
machinery of the province
is in the hand of the chief
minister. This case has
been sent to us by the
Joint Provincial Election
Commissioner. "TNP

Shaukat
Tarin joins FIA
investigation
through
video link

ISLAMABAD: Former
federal  minster  for
finance Shavkat Tarin
participated in the ongo-
ing _investigation of FIA
against him through video
link on Thursday,

Though the former
finance czar participated
in  the Federal
Investigation  Agzency
Frpl:uz against him_but he
ailed to  satisfy  the
grilling sleuths of the
inquiry team.

arin, however, asked
for more time to submit
his reply after consulting
his lawyers which was
Eranu_:d ¥ the FIA The

IA is gnlling Tarn in
connection with the con-
troversial audic  clips

attributed to him INP

hoto with partici-
i at the

Founder group
sweeps 2022-23 ICCI
annual elections

ISLAMABAD: In the annual elec-
tion 2022-23 of the Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and

Industries, the Founders Group won
all the seats of the execulive commit-
tee with a huge majority.

Founders Group’s Presidential
nominated candidate Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawari set a record by taking
more 987 votes, the turnout in the
election was also a record of more
than 0%, in the history of the cham-
ber, no candidate has ever received so
many votes, 50 many turnouts has
never been seen, After the announce-
ment of the results, the supporters of
the Founders Group had a preat cele-
bration, raised slogans, distributed
sweets, lifted the nominated presiden-

tial candidate Ahsan Zafar
Bakhtawan on their shoulders and
carried him in a baghi to his election
office Blue Area in the form of a
rally. According to the details, polling
continued uninterru l&d!&' from 9 am
o 5 pm in Chamﬁer_ ouse G-8/1
Islamabad yesterday in connection
with the Annual Election 2022-23 of
[slamabad Chamber of Commerce
and Industries. Anmrdin% to the
results  announced b hairman
Election Zahid Magbool and commit-
tee members Sheikh Abdul Waheed
and Karim Aziz Malik, the Founders
Group swept the elections in the AM
class (Associate Class) of the
Executive Committee and all the CM
(Class (Corporate Class). INP

ISLAMARBAD: Yerzhan Kistafin, the Ambassador of Kazakhstan to Pakistan

called on Federal Minister for Economic Affairs, Sardar Ayaz Sadig in his

ofTice,

Persecution of minorities in
India and repression in IIOJK

should cause of concern for
world: Hina Khar

ISLAMABAD: Minister of State Hina
Rabbani Khar has pointed out that grow-
ing intolerance, msing extremism, and
persecution of minonties in India and its
continued resﬁressmn against Kashmiris
in 1ICJ&E should be a matter of grave
concern for imternational commumnity
particularly the US, -

Minister of State Hina Rabbani Khar
said this when US Ambassador at Large
for International Religious Freedom
Rashad Hussain called on her in New

York.
. She said, “Pakistan attaches highest
importance to the promotion and protec-
tion of the nghts of minonties. Their
rights are profected in the Constitution
of Pakistan and upheld by the judiciary,
The Parliament of Pakistan takes the
protection of human rights of all citizens
including minorities very seriously”
The Minister of State said that reli-

gious diversity 15 Pakistan’s strength and
religious minorities are playing v

important role in socio-econoinic devel-
opment of Pakistan. They are represent-
eg in Parliament, judiciary, and services,
Conscious efforts are being made 1o
integrate them into the political fabric
and to enhance their representatively.

Minister of State pointed out “that
growing intolerance, Tising extremism,
and persecution of minorties in India
and its continued regmssmn against
Kashmiris in HOJ&K should be a matter
of grave concern for international com-
mumt{l particularly the LIS,

Rashad Hussain offered his condo-
lences on the loss of precious lives,
property, and infrastructure due to dev-
astating floods in Pakistan. He appreci-
ated Pakistan’s continued engﬁ%pment
with the US on issues related 1o religious
freedom INP

ITHC decides against indicting Imran
Khan in contempt case

JSLAMABAD: The Islamabad
High Court (IHC) has decided not 1o
frame charges against former prime
minister and Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
{PTI)} Chairman Imran Khan in the
contempt case against him for threat-
ening  Additional District  and
Sessions Judge Zeba Chaudhry.

The IHC deferred contempt pro-
ceedings against Imran Khan after the
formet premier expressed the willing-
ness to apologise to Sessions Judge
Zeba Chaudhry. o

A five-member bench — comprising
IHC Chief Justice Athar Minallah,
Justice Mohsin  Akhtar Kay-ani,
Justice Miangul Hassan Aur-an-gzeb
Justice Tariq Mehmood Jahangin and
Justice Babar Sattar — heard the con-
tempt case against Imran Khan

During today’s hearing, the PTI
Chairman sought permission from the
larger bench to put his statement on
the record. “I am ready to apologise
to the female judge” he told the
court,

_ The former premier noted that his
intentions were not to threaten the
female judge. “Tt the court says so, 1

am ready to personally go to the
judge and apologise,” he said, adding
that he would not repeat something
like this in the future,

Following this, THC CJ Athar
Minallah remarked that it would not
be appropriate to conduct contempt
proceedings. The court decided to not
indict the PTI chief after he agreed to
apologise to Judge Chaudhry and the
hearing was subsequently adjourned
till September 26 {qudu}g.

_The [Islamabad High Court also
directed Imran Khan to submit an
affidavit in light of his statement to
the court, Strict security arrangements
were made inside and around the
court prior to the hearing. The num-
ber of personnel deployed at sensitive
places and important routes was
increased. The entry of lawyers, law
officers and journalists in the court-
room was subject to entry passes,
while the registrar of the high court
also provided the facility to Tisten to
audio cases in the press room and bar
room. In a circular, the IHC noted that
a 15-member legal team of former
prime minister. |




