First digital,Print Daily of Balochistan

Editor : Asim Khan

UETTA VOI

WY Https:// www.quettavoice.com/

Rs.10.00 Vol. V No.236

Email adderss:
quettavoice(@gmail.com

Saturday 24

C September,2022

2 @) W K] Quettavoice

News Desk

Balochistan government
approved over Fs: 15 hillion
in subsidies for farmers mn
the flood-affected arcas to
restore the agriculture sec-
tor. Floods severely affected
the agriculture sector and
destroved standing crops in

almost all parts of the
pr{n‘mm:.

Chief ~ Minister
Balochistan, Mir  Abdul

Qudous Bizenjo chaired a
high-level meeting regard-
ing the restoration of the
agriculture sector and food
security in the flood-hit
arcas of the province on
Friday, Provincial Ministers
Mir Asad Ullah Baloch,
Zmarak Khan Achakzai,
Chief Secretary
Balochistan, Abdul Aziz
Ugali, and other concerned
officials were also present
on the occasion.

The Secretary ~ of
Agriculture  Balochistan,
Umeed Khokar briefed the
meeting about the agricul-
ture restoration plan of
Balochistan, The provineial
overnment will provide Rs:
71 hillion in subsidies to
the farmers for agricultural
seeds, Rs: 647 hillion for
fertilizers, and Rs: 2.62 bil-
lion for tube wells and solar
systems.

“Restoration of agricul-
ture sector Is our top priori-
ty", CM Balochistan told

President Joe Biden.

Balo

PM Shehbaz, US
president had ‘constructive’
meeting in New York

the meeting. ;
Current torrential

rains

system will result in a short-

chistan Government
approves over 15bs rupees
subsidy for farmers

ABC Certified

employment to farmers, and
Rs: 324 billion benefits.

Pashtoon Culture Day
"2 | observed in Quetta amid
Vi ¢ traditional dances
Collapsed British
built bridge in Bolan

be reconstructed by
December 31st

Manan Mandokhail, Aziz Marri, Nashad Baloch

QUETTA, SIBI, JAFFARABAD: Train service
between Balochistan and other parts of Balochistan is
expected to be restored by the end of this year. Raging
floods caused the collapse of an ancient British-built
bridge in the rugged mountains of Bolan on August 25

ol SR e o

Divisional Superintendent of Pakistan Railways
Balochistan, Nisar Ahmed Khan stated that work on the
reconstruction of the bridge that collapsed in the Bolan
district of the province started on Thursday, “By
December 31st, the cﬂllagm,:d bridge would be recon-
structed”, Mr. Khan told Daily Quetta Voice.

NLC given the task to reconstruct the bridge

“Mational Logistic Cell (NLC) has been authonzed
for the reconstruction of the bridge”, MNisar Ahmed
Khan said. The necessary machinery was moved to the
area for the reconstruction of the damaged bridge. For
the timely construction of the bridge, currently, Mach
station has been declared as the station headguarters of
the railways, MNisar Ahmed Khan informed

_He said the eleven-kilometer track located between
S5ibi and Jaccobabad was completely flooded. “This
was also one of the main reasons behind the suspension
of the train service”, the Divisional Superintendent of
Railways stated _ 2z

Britians had established the bridge in early 18805
_ Pakistan Raghﬂ-‘aﬁ&_stancd working on the reconstruc-
tion of the ancient bridge at Hirak area of Bolan distnct
of Balochistan province, he informed. The bridge was

food shortage.

followed by flash floods

affected 52 percent area of

the crops in different dis-
tricts. The rains and floods
affected the solar tube wells
and canal systems.
Preserved agricultural seeds
were also wasted. The dam-

age of food. The provincial
gm-emmenl will provide a
0 percent subsidy on agri-
cultural seeds and a 30 per-
cent subsidy on fertilizers
and for the restoration of
solar systems, the meetin

deeidﬁ.’ This restoration o
the agniculture sector will

Food Minister, Zmarak
Khan Achakzai said that
sale points were established
in ditferent spots to provide
cheap flour to the con-
sumers, The provincial gov-
ernment 15 purchasing four
from the Punjab government

" Relief must be provided
to the landowners and farm-
ers in order to avoid short-
age of food”, Mr. Bizenjo
stated. We will not hesitate
to help the farmers even if
we were not able to pay the
cabinet members £r two
months’ salaries™, the CM

built by the British Colonial malers in the early 1880s in
the rugged mountains of Bolan.

However, floods caused the collapse of the ancient
bridge on August 25th this year The collapse also
caused the suspension of train service between
Balochistan Sindh, Punjab, and other areas of the coun-
iy
. }Pakisl:an railways have however restored train serv-
ice between Pakistan and Tran, The DS railways stated

age caused to the agriculture

NEW YORK: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif
meets President Joe Biden at the reception of world leaders
participating in 77th session of UNGA hosted by US

provide food

security,

Syed Muhammad Yaseen

and PASCO to overcome the

PMC President
Dr Noshad tells
about new policy of

that floods had damaged the track in 104 spots between
Ouetta and Taftan.

Anti polio campaign

to begin in 141 UCs

of Balochistan from
Sep 26

announeed.

Health Desk

MDCAT 2022

PM Shehbaz, US

president had ‘constructive’
meeting in New York

Mew York: Pnme

Wednesday evening
leaders gatherad m%
TTth  session  of
Assembly,
Forcign

said. Kespondin

: o reporters’
tions at LN

epdquarters in

Minister
Shehbar Shanf had a brief “interac-
fion” with IS President Joe Biden at
a reception the US leader hosted on
for the world
ew York for the
UM  Geneml

Minister of State for
Tairs, Hina Rabbani Khar
Les=
o
York on Thursday. Hina Khar
described the conversation as “con-
structive and forward-looking. " The

world le

oods”, she added [NP

Pakistan-US relationship, the state
minister added, was staming at a
“solid footing and we don’t wanl to
rush it."The minister zaid there was
lot of sympathy and goodwill among
acﬁ:s for the Nood-devasiai-

ed Pakistan and now that must be
converted into something concrele
for the countrv to recover from the
disaster. and build back betier. "We
have fully briefed the intemational
community about the extent of dam-
¢ wrought by the climate-induced

?{Ila hais:

e syllabus

leges entry test,

The President of the Pakistan Medical
Commission (PMC) Dr. Noshad Sheikh has
told the media about the new policy of PMC
MDCAT 2022 Today a meeting was held ai
the HEC office in Karachi for finalizing the
policy, rules, and ¢niteria of MDCAT 2022,

Following decisions and amendments
were made in policy for the medical and
dental entrance test (MDCAT) 2022

entrance test will remain the same as shared
by former goverming body of PMC. The B

aspirants are advised to follow their provin- resident PMC tol
cial texts books as pnmary source of knowl-
edge for clearing medical and dental col-

f{mdnted Test Date of MDCAT:
I3th or 20th November are suitable dates
for conducting entry tests throughout
Pakistan, Dr Noshad Sheikh told a private
news channel. Sunday comes on these bath
dates and we will be conductin
of the sunday, he added. A uniform test will
be taken throughout the country

New Pattern of entry test:

The test will not be taken online like last
year but this year PMC will be taking test

for medical and dental

test on an

physically from all students to maintain fair
lay. and_equality throughout Pakistan,

Eligibility Criteria for MBBS and BDS
admission: o

The eligbility criteria for MBBS and
BDS admissions have been updated to 55%
and 43% respectively. Also it was decided to
reduce eligibility criteria for taking MDCAT
is reduced to 60% in FSc. However, the FSc
weightage required to sit i MDCAT was
65% the previous year.

Provinces to Conduct MIDCAT:

A public universi |
will be conducting MDCAT in its respective
domain as
Pakistan M

Anti Polio campaign
will begin in 141 union
councils of 5 districts of
Balochistan on the 26 of
September. This cam-2
paign will continue for 780
days in the concerned)
areas Hameedullah =
Masar, the Chief off %
Em ergenc%,- Operation|
Cell (BEGC) said the S
health department has prepared a plan to make the cam-
paigh a success, . . . .

Anti Polio campaign will be carried out in all union
coungils of Cuetta, Pishin, Chaman, Killa Abdullah,
and 8 union councils of Zhob. Durl_nlg this seven-day
anti-polic campaign, polic drops will be provided to
0883 million children who are under the age of 5
years.
© Actotal of 3,680 teams formed

A total of 3680 polio teams. will be work'nﬁ_during
this polio campaign, The Levies, Police, and FC per-
sonnel will provide security to the polio teams duting
the campaign. . o

The children could be affected by the polio virus who
are deprived of the polio drops. However, no polio case
has been reported from January 2021 ll this year.

This presence of the polio virus in the other
Iamwnces of the cnuntg and in Afghanistan is a chal-
enge Tor Balochistan, All of the parents are requested
to coordinate with the polio teams during the anti-polio
campaign,

_Pakistan has so far nﬂ:u}ru.:d 19 cases of the cnppling
virus dunng the year 2022
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#

media.

from every province

er new policy framed by
ical Comimission,

Pashtoon Culture Day observed in
Quetta amid traditional dances

Manan Mandokhail
Muhammad Mudasir

Pashtoon culture day
was observed in Quetta
and other parts of the
country amid traditional
dances on Friday., Various
TOETAITS WETE  Orgam
y political parties and
Pashto  academies in
Q;‘IETI‘H. Chaman, Loralai,
Zhob and other parts of the
provinge,

The Pashtoonkhwa Milli

ditional beat of drums and

Awami Par% (PKMAP
organized the cultura
event at Liaquat Park to
promote Pashtoon history,
culiure, I:mlgua e and ira-
dition. PEKMAP Chief
Mehmood Khan Achakzai
and other party leaders
participated in the event.

Youngsters
danced to the

beat of drums
Youth danced to the tra-

oy o S !

the day. Most of the partic-
ipants of the culture day
pru ITains were “'Cﬂ.'l'l'l'.tg
traditional Pashto turbans.
Kids were also wearing
traditional dresses to pro-
maote Pashtoon culture.
Stalls were also estab-
lished to attract the people
to see the ancient things
used by families in the
mountains and deserts in

the &ﬂ&t )
“We are a tolerant socie-
ty and culture-loving peo-

enjoved the event to mark

le”, Mr. Achakzai told the
aps wavi P sup-
porters, _Meﬁmoﬂ? Khan
Achakza urged the young
ﬁenemtio_n to play their
ue role in the promotion
of the Pashto language and
culture across the globe,
“This is our prime respon-
gsibality to protect the cul-
ture”, the PEMAP
Chairman said,
~ Pashto Academy organ-
izes events to promote the
culture
The Pashto Academy

lectuals and writers spoke at
length about the importance
of the culture day and the
importance of the culture,
language, history and tradi-
tion, “Writers play an impor-
tant role in preserving the lan-
guage and culture of a
nation”, Abdul Rauf Rafigi,
one of the writers said.

Cultural day programs
were alsg  organized in
Chaman and other parts of

g i Balochistan.
ietta also organized a =

!
R.nctfnn with regard to the |

?qulmre i %ay_ ?:;1;;; .
ationa arty 2 L e
leader Asphar  Khan -

Achakzia and others also Y
participated in the func- &
fiom, i

“ANP strives for the
promotion of
Pashtoon culture”,
Asghar Khan

Achakzai said.
The poets, authors, intel-
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Editor Asim Khan

Balochistan needs
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inclusive development

Balochistan, the country’s resource-rich province is lagging behind
all other provinces in terms of key social indicators including educa-

tion, health, sanitation, clean drinkin

o

water ete. Mismanagement. inju-

dicious distribution of develogment inds coupled with a Tack of polit-

ical commitments are the un

the province,

erlying reasons behind backwardness of

Track record shows, successive governments have always launched

politically motivated development schemes to
supporters. Constituency, individual and politica

i}iease their influential

schemes always dom-

inated the Public Sector Development Program (PSDF) in every vear’s
financial budget. Nexus among the Chief Minister’s Secretariat, the
Planning Development and Finance Department continue to deprive the
constituencies of other lawmakers.
Opposition’s constituencies were ignored . -
Opposition lawmakers constituencies remained ignored during last

three-vears of former chief minister, Jam Kamal

an’s government,

Despite agitation in and outside the assembly, the opposition lawmak-
ers were not able to force government to allocate funds for their con-

stituencies.

This is irony of fate that the mandate of the lawmakers is to frame
laws since the assemblies are called legislative assemblies. But legisla-
tors are least bothered about the legislation rather they take keen inter-

est in construction of roads, buildings etc. That's why

provincial gov-

emnments prefer not to hold local bodies elections rather decentraliza-
tion of development projects.
Development deficit of Balochistan is likely to be Rs, 100b
Balochistan government announced to have allocated Rs. 172 bs for
the PSDP duning the financial year 2021-22. However, currently the
government has more than Rs. 40bs as per the statement of ruling
party’s Spokesman Sardar Abdul Rehman Khetran, The province has
already spent Rs. 40bs and it has more than 40bs for the remaining year.
It means the deficit is close to Rs. 100bs,

_ Chief Minister
introduce a strict

nancial

uddus Bizenjo needs to put his house in order and
licy to ensure completion of development

projects. The government should ensure inclusive development and end
the practice of exclusive development so that this backward province
could come at par with other parts of the country. Action should match

words now,

Ac:ording to  Chimate
Change Performance Index
(CCPI), Pakistan iz the Sth
most vainerable country to
climate change. Pakistan
will face a 526 hallion annu-
al loss. The greenhouse gas
emissions of Pakistan are
0. 7% which is nearly negli-
gible. Greenhouse gases an
resulting in the increase in
t¢n1£cr=nurc of the planct
At

Pakistan received heavy
rainfall in this monscon.
The ranfall was followed
by extreme flash floods in
many parts of the country.
The 3 provinces Khyber
Pakhtun khwa(KPEK),
Sindh, and Balochistan par-
ticularly received heavy
rainfall and floods. Till now
most damapges are recorded
inn the Balochistan province.

Balochistan 15 the most
vulnerable  to  climate

change;
Bﬁtochiﬁian 15 the most

vulnerable  provinge  of
Pakistan to climate change.
Many times this province
has faced different types of
natural disasters due to cli-
miate change. Drought is the
majar threat to Balochistan
as Barkan the district of
Balochistan faced a pro-
longed drought of 22
months from %99 o 2002,
and Quetta experienced
severe droughts in 2006,
2004, and 2008, Duning this
ORS00 SEAZ0N,
Balochistan faced extreme
floods in almost every pan
of the province. _

Houses  damaged in
Cetta

Vulnerability

of Balochistan

Pakistan to Climate Change

SR
The floods swept away
dams and destroved the
buildings. houses, roads.
and bridges in Balochistan.
KPK, and Sindh. The com-
munication  links  were
destroved by the merciless
waves of the flash floods
This resulted in the break-

down of physical communi-

cation between the

rovinges. The provinces
?'acurl food shormees, as all
of the mads were broken
and the bridges collapsed
Train service was also sus-
pended due to the collapse
of a bridge in Bolan, a dis-

e ==L
trict of Balochistan. Punjab
is also facing smog and
heatwave as a result of cli-
mate change. Sometimes
the density of smog
becomes such high as the
transportation system
remains suspended cven for
days,

Balochistan totally para-
Ivzed due to floods:

The flood Waves
destroyed the infrastructure
in Balochistan, The primary
source  of income  for
Balochistan's 85 percent
population is agricultural.
Floods destroved crops on

Yoo

S

larme  scale, and  people
faced economic issues, Life
in the provinee was totally
paralyzed as it faced a pro-
longed Sui gas suspension,
no electnicity, a shortage of
food items. and no mobile
network, The government
announced 7 days holiday
for all educational stitu-
tions in the provinee, due to
the continuous floods,

The floods claimed many
precious human lives. Most
of them were children,
women, and aged men. The

rovincial govemment and
wderal government seemed
very weak to cope with the
situation,  Balochistan’s
overnment called for the
istan Militarv to be sta-
tioned in the different flocd-
affected areas of the
province in order to handle
the unwanted incidents.

The National Disaster
Mana e méent
Authority{(MDMA)  and
Provincial Dizaster

Management
Authoritv{ PDMA) need 1o
make disaster management
plans to handle such situa-
tions. It should highly train
its emplovees so that human
lives can be saved.

Dams must be built on
emergency bascs to prevent
floods and store water for
drought-like situationz, The
dam construction  work
should be strictly supervised
o increase the construction
guality of the dams. The
provincial government must
ensure. zero encroachment
in the waterways

Pakistan as a developing

country needs the coopera-
tion of the [ntermational
community;

Pakistan’s economy is
mainly based on agnculture
and ¢limate change s
adversely  affecting  its
crops. Climate change is
having an impact on the sea-
sonal conditions of Pakistan
in which summers will gg
longer and winters will
shorter. Pakistan is econom-
ically weak and it is difficult
for the country to fight cli-
mate change. As a develop-
ing country, it has limited
resources and poverty 15
spread all over the country.
’lqw average daily income of
more than half of the popu-
lation iz around 2 dollars,

Bridee collapsed in khuz-
dar distnict of Balochistan

The highest emitters of
grecnhouse pases are devel-
o counfrics,
Interestinglyv only 10 coun-
trics emit 65 percent of the

recnhouse gascs, Pakistan

ang a signatory of the
Pans agreement on climate
change and being the least
emiter of greenhouse gas
needs the cooperation of the
international commumity to
help it to fight agamst cli-
mate change

The author is a student of
Software Engineening at the
Balochistan  University of

Information  Technology
Engincering and
Management Sciences

(BUITEMS). He frequently
writes about looming threat
of climate change and glob-
al warming n Balochistan
and Pakistan

The Socio-Economic
Impacts of 2022 Floods
in Balochistan

Syed
Ahmed

Safdar

Flood is one of the
most divesting natu-
ral hazards through-
out the globe,
According to CRED-
Data Base, from the
19th century tull the
present day thousands
of people have lost
their life due to flood
disasters. Further, 4.5
million people were
dis Taceg injured,
and homeless.

Pakistan Vualnerable
to Natural Disasters

Pakistan 15 particu-
larly vulnerable to
naiural disasters
including floods, The
2010-11 floods
adversely affected the
economy of Pakistan.
The  geographical
location _ of
Balochistan is prone
to many natural disas-
ters,. like drought
floods, and earth-
quakes. The recent
monseon spells have
adversely affected the
rural communities of
the province. The
SO0clo-geCconomic
development of the
rural  areas  of
Balochistan mainly

culture sector, The
agriculture sector is
depending on the
availability of the
required amount of
water.

Balochistan _ losts
huge amount of water
due to no dams.

Unfortunately, n
the recent monsoon
season, we have lost a
huge amount of water
due to the lack of
proper reservoir and
dam svstems in the
province. Dam and
reservolrs can mini-
mize the mitial pres-
sure of flood on one

belongs to the agri-

side whereas, on the
other hand, such stor-
age of water can
recharge the depleted
roundwater table 1in
those parhcular Ar¢Has.

Due to a lack of
proper management
and planning, we
always face cata-
strophic events in
terms of floods
drought, ete. the rele-
vant stockholders like
PDMA, Agriculture
Department, and
[rrigation Department
need to revisit their
policies in terms of
water storage to mini-
mize the adverse

R

drought in the
province.
The consequences
of floods, both nega-
tive and positive,
vary greatly depend-
ing on their location,
duration, the extent of
flooding, depth, and
speed, as well as the
vulnerability and
value of thé affected
natural and construct-
ed environments.
Floods impact both
individuals and com-
munities and have
social, economic, and
environmental conse-
quences,

= : e sy
impact of flood an

“The environmental
benefits of flooding

can also help the
cconomy through
things such as

increased fish pro-
duction, recharge of
groundwater
resources, and main-
tenance of recreation-
al environments.

We need to take
action with a proac-
tive approach rather
than = a _ reactive
approach, 1f we invest
£10 in the pre-phase
of a disaster so we
can save 3100 in the
post-phase of a disas-
ter.

g the foods

SWESp  Across

much of

Pakistan, they

have highlight-

ed the need for

rOpRr waler management,

t was in the 60z when

President Avub Khan built

the Warsak, Mangla and

Tarbela dams. Little work

ol mew dam construction

has been done in the subse-
fquent 50 vears.

In contrast China has
canstructed 80,000 large
dams. and India has bult
over 5000 large dams while
Pakistan has onlv two big
dams. If Pakistan too had
built about a thousand large
dams, much of the waler
that 15 causing national
devastation  could have
been stored and wsed both
for agriculiure as well as
for elecinicity generation.

The cownirv’s nver sys-
fems are dependent on
medting of elaciers in the
show-covered Himalayas
and with ﬁlaba] warming,
ingreased flooding is lo be
expected both in terms of
u:werﬂnwuhg rivers as well
as Nash flooding due to
unusually heavy rains, as
has happened now. The
water storage capacity of
Pakistan in the Indus Basin
is hardly 30 davs whereas
India has a storage capacity
of about 200 days while in
Australia and US this
capacity is about 900 days.
It 13 imperative that a well-
thought-out water manage-
meni stralegy is urgently
implemenied as the present
floods are likely 1o be a
regular feature with further
intensification over the
next few decades. on
account of global warming,

But dam construction 13
onlv one of the major prob-
fems facing Pakistan. The

country has dismally failed
to tap into its real wealth,
our children, bv M%laming
education. Our planmin
minisiry neads to drastical-
by change the overall direc-
tions of the country to 3
technology driven knowl-
edge economy. Innovation
leading to creation of dis-
ruptive businesses must
become the national priori-
tv. For this it is imporiant
o promole the venture
starf-up eco syvsiem

~ Pakastan’s main problem
iz that its exports are af a
miserable level of about
£30 hillion since we are
exporting only low value
textiles, agnecultural prod-
ucts etc. We need o
emerze from this low value
trap and start manufactor-
tﬂﬁ and exporting high
value products such as
electronics,  engineenng
goods. automobiies, new
solar energy 1echn&lc§|tes_.
pharmaceuticals as well as
Al products such as those
based o Artificial
Intefligence, Intemnet of
Things etc, )

To achieve this, a num-
ber of steps meed to be
taken. Our universities and
research centers must inte-
grate innovation and entre-
preneurship inlo their pro-
BrAMMEs, Lniversities
today are harbingers of
change. They can act as the
platforms  from  which
thousands of successlul
slart-ups can sprout up,
Technology Parks need 1o
be made an integral pant of
all universities, and gov-
ermment sup o univer-
sity budgets linked to their
success N promoting new
businesses and enhancing
national expors,

One excellent model 1=
that of the University of
Cambridge. I know the uni-

Future directions

versity well as | spent over
eight vears there first for
myv PhD and later as
Fellow of Kings College
Cambridge. This associa-
tion has continued over the
last 50 years, A large
Science Park iz associated
with Cambridge University
which has been the home
to thousands of new start-
up companies in high tech
fields. Established in 1970
? Trinity  College,

ambridge Science Park is
today Europe’s largest cen-
tre for commercial research

and development.
Cambridge city is now
home to some of the

fastest-growing tech com-
Ean.ies in the UK such as

arkirace, GeoSpock and
more, These companies
have been estimated to
have an annual tumover of
GBP2 4 billion.

There are huge opporiu-
nities in Pakistan in many
sectors that remain unex-
ploited  including  wasia
recveling, mineral exirac-
tion  and  processing,
advanced agricultore and
energy  slorage systems.
Qur universities nead to be
upzraded with high quality
faculty, and iechnology
parks  established within
them 1o [osler new start-up
companies, They should be
given liberal  research
ﬁ::_‘llﬁ in both applied and

ic areas of soence, for
technology  development
and for social sciences. The
private sector has a pivotal
role to play in these efforis
by investing i Research
and Development -- this is
almost absent in Pakistan,
The government can help
Jjumpstart the private sector
R&D efforts by giving lax
breaks to industry invest-
ing in research and devel-
apment.

Learning from catastrophes

Monsoon  rains  and
floods continue to wreak
havoc across the country.
More than 1,000 lives
have been lost and over
1,500 people wounded in
the calamity that saw the
destruction of bridaes,
small dams, schools, hos-
pitals besides the inunda-
tion of millions of acres
of land

The recent floods have
not only  exposed the
flawed development
models but also put a
question mark over the
tall claims of the ruling
elite that pretends to be
altruistic. )

The heart-wrenching
scenes of five young men
making desperate appeals
for help in a town of
Khyber  Pukhtunkhwa
(KP) and the images of
children swept away by
merciless waves of floods
in  Balochistan  have
moved Every sensilive
person. The grief of those
who saw their loved ones
drowning in front of their
eves a5 they called
authorities for help is
unimaginable.

Such tragic incidents
must have inflicted deep
wounds in the hearts of
those who lost their rela-
tives. This tragic loss has
become an intesral
of their life, which will
make them heartbroken
every time they think
about their loved ones.

What is even more
unfortunate is the fact
that these flood victims
do not seem to have
respite any time soom
The spectre of diseases,
which are likely to break
out in several parts of the
country, is_haunting mil-
lions of flood victims.
Poor hygienic conditions
in camps and temporary

shelters are also multiply-
ing their misery. It seems
that it will take years, or
maybe decades, tor these
people to rebuild their
shattered lives.

But far away from the
grief and misery of these
unfortunate people is a
ruling class which is busy
enjoying its carefree life,
The  “champion ol
change’, whose Faﬁ}' 15
ruling four out of the six
regions that have been
devastated by floods and
torrential rains, has noth-
ing to do except repeating
the foreign conspiracy
allegations. His teams in
Punjab, KP  Gilgit-
Balfistan (GB) and Azad
Jammu and Kashmir

AJK) seem to have a
ectic  schedule  that
forces them to visit every
place except the areas
that are  inundated
because of the incessant
downpours and overflow-
|ﬂgrl‘l‘-‘&|'5.
hese people  are
defending the logic of the
‘revolutionary  leader’,
who unabashediv assert-
ed that he would hold
pub!tc_gathcnngs even in
the middle of war. The
ious  leader  firmly
ieves that his struggle
for real independence
will immediately tame
the furious waves of the

River Indus, warding off
the danger posed to
Mowshera and parts of

KP. Imran Khan has a
dogged determination to
prove that if' a leader is
clad in shalwar qameez,
repeats the mantra of cor-
ruption and addresses
mammoth public gather-
ings, the misery of flood-
affected people would
evaporate within no time.
Such an approach will
immensely help rebuild

destroyed houses, drain
inundated land. repair
damaged bridges and
restore extirpated roads.
Therefore, he thinks it is
iusuﬁed to squander bil-
ions of rupees on larger-
than-life billboards, thou-
sands of panaflex and
rant screens (o propagate
ﬁ’le message of the mod-
erm emangipator,

These floods have also
exposed the Eerl-‘m‘fﬂanoe
of the party that claims 1o
be the champion of the
Ecnn:rgl will. Tts pathetic
handling of the situation
in Sindh has infuriated
tens of thousands people
who are struggling to fi’et
relief.  The  way the
party’s feudal lords treat-
ed grief-stricken peocple
has unleashed a torrent of
criticism. Video Cl!{JS ofa
stl'ttician distributing

850 among the affecte
have prompled many to
criticize the party thai has

been ruling over the
province for over a
decade now.

In the last few days, we
saw how angry mobs sur-
rounded provincial minis-
ters who went to flood-
affected areas for photo
sessions, uestioning
these modemn barons over
the lacklustre response of
the provincial govern-
ment Instead of respond-
ing to these gquestions,
some of these povern-

ment's represeniatives
misbehaved with the
affectees,

Unfortunately, these

members of the ruling
elite, whether they are
from the PTL, the PPP or
the PML-M, will continue
fooling the people unless
the people rise against
them demanding a model
of development that does
not benefit just a few

companies,  Contractors
and politicians but the
vast majority of the coun-
. From Prime Minister
Shehbaz Shanf to PPP
Chairperson Bilawal
Bhutto-Zardari, all are
trying to give the impres-
sion that  really care
about the plight of the
people, but, in reality, no
politician is ready to take
responsibility for the Toss
of gver 1,000 lives
Several repors suggest
that the government knew
about the severity of the
rains.  However, the
measures it took were not
enough to ward off the
losses that have had dev-
astating effects on the
lives of millions of peo-
ple.
Many argue that the
ruling elite 15 responsible
for the destruction and
devastation caused by the
floods  and  torrential
rains, The ruling class
failed to make concrete
efforts to clear off water-
ways, which could have
minimized losses to a
great extent. In 2019 the
government _was
informed that the existin
waterways were so bros
decades ago that cne mil-
lion cusecs water could
easily pass through them
but their size has shrunk
now because of encroach-
ment and unplanned
de.f\rein%ment. Now only
100,000 cusecs of water
can pass through these
waterways, Rivers have
heen encroached upon by
the builder mafia, and
even  sewerage drains
have not been spared.
What has been done
cannot be undone, but the
government can at least
identify the waterways
that are occupied by van-
ous vested interests and

make efforts to clear the
same so that future floods
and rains do not tumn out
to be as devastating as the
current ones. The timber
mafia. whose greed for
profit has also complicat-
ed the situation, should
also be reined in.

As far as relief efforts
are concerned, it 15 not
the federal body or the
provimcial disaster man-
agement that should be
handling these activities
across  the  country
Instead, the local bodies
should be tasked to deal
with the situation. But
unfortunately, our politi-
cians have unjustified
contempt for devolution

of ‘ane:rs. .
he PPP which takes

credit  for the 18th
Amendment is not ready
to transfer powers to dis-
tricts, towns and union
councils. In Sindh it has
effectively defanged local
government instiulions,
concentrating all powers
in the hands of the
provincial government.
_ Imran Khan had prom-
1sed to devaolve such pow-
ers, arguing that legisla-
tors should not be given
any development funds at
all’ as local governments
were responsible for tak-
ing care of such develop-
ment work, but he opened
the gates of the national
exchequer for elected
parliamentarians, show-
ering billions of rupees to
carry out uplifl projects

The visits of Prime
Minister  Sharif  and
Foreign Minister Bilawal
Bhutto-Zardari are com-
mendable, but there is no
puint in squandering pre-
CiOUs state resources on
VIP movements, aerial
visits and advertisement
campaigns.

Inequality and
hunger

eginning on
}.-'[a'_fgr 24,b the
W o r | d
Economic
Forum 15 gath-
) ering m [avos,
Switzerland for an in-per-
son meeting, discussing
the zlobal tax system an
financial mnelusion,
Thanks to protests and
new research, however,
participants will not be
able to avoid the elephant
in the room: the surging
mequality of wealth dur-
ing the pandemic
As the Institute for
Policy Studies (1PS) and
Inequality. org have docu-
mented over the last two
vears of a global pandem-
ig, billionaire assets have
surmed while millions lost
their lives and livelihoods.
A new report from
Oxfam dramatizes how
hundreds of millions of
Esﬂp!e around the world
ave slid further into
poverty during this time
period. In a detailed
examination of the food
and agriculture indusiry,
Crefam found that billion-
aires in that industry saw
their wealth increase by
$382 billion during the
pandemic. An emergency
windfall tax on their
wealth increase alone (to
say nothing of their pre-
pandemic hillions) could
end world hunger and
double the incomes of 545
million small-scale farm-
ETS,
In January, an analysis
by the Fight Inequality
Alliance, Institute for
Policy Studies, Owxfam,
and the Patriotic
Millionaires found that an
annual wealth tax starting
2t just 2 percent for those

with more than £5 million,
3 percent for those with
over 30 mallion, and up
to 5 percent for billion-
aires  could penerate
upwards of $2.52 trillion a
year That's enough to hift
2.3 billion people out of
poverty, fund vaccines for
everyone in the world, and
deliver universal health-
care and social protections
for all the citizens of low-
and lower-middle-income
countries,

A group of over 150
millionaires released a
strong statement calling
on Davos attendees to face
the dangers of runaway
wedlth  inequality and
speak out in favor of
national efforts to lewvy
progressive income and

th taxes on the ultra-
wealthy. “The truth is that
‘Davos’ doesn’t deserve
the world's trust right
now,” the statement reads,
“For all the countless
hours spent talking about
making the world a better
place, the conference has
produced little tangible
value amidst a torrent of
self-congratulations,”

“Linti participants
acknowledge the simple,
effective solution staring
them in the face — taxing
the rich - the people of the
world will continue to see
their so-called dedication
to fixing the world's prob-
lems as little more than a
performance.”

The letter 15 signed by
actor and activist Mark
Ruffalo, as well as 5%

rtars of the In Tax We

rust movement including
Abigail hsnev, Morris
Pearl, and Nick Hanauer,
These millionaires deliv-
ered the In Tax We Trust

letter directly to the World
Economic Forfum offices
in New York and Geneva,
and attended pro-taxation
demonstrations at the out-
skirts of the elite com-
pound in Davos itself

Az the Institute for
Policy Studies (IPS) and
Inequality.org have docu-
mented over the last two
vears of a global pandem-
i, billionaire assets have
surged while millions lost
their Hives and livelihoods,

A new report from
Onfam dramatizes how
hundreds of mllions of
ﬁecup]e around the world

ave slid further into
poverty during this time
period. In a detailed

examination of the food
and agriculture industry,
Oxfam found that billion-
aires in that industry saw
their wealth increase by
£382 billion during the
pandemic. An emergency
windfall tax on their
wealth mcrease alone (to
say nothing of their pre-
pandemic bllions) could
end world hunger and
double the incomes of 345
million small-scale farm-
£rs.

In January, an analysis
by the Fight Inequality
Alliance, Institute for
Policy Studies, Oxfam,
and the Patriotic
Millionaires found that an
annual wealth tax starting
at just 2 percent for those
with more than 85 million,
3 percent for those with
over 5530 million, and up
to 5 percent for billion-
aires could generale
upwards of $2.52 trillion a

ear. That's enough to hift

3 billion people out of
poverty, fund vaccines for
everyone in the world.




Faisal Vawda’s plea
against lifetime disqualification
set for hearing on Sept 29

ISLAMABAD - The
Supreme Court on Friday
set Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf  leader  Faisal
Vawda's plea against hife-
time disqualification over
dual nationality for hear-
mgrfm September 29,

he threg-member

bench headed by the

Chief Justice would hear

[|1E:‘,I_¥I|E-a on September 29,
@

bench includes
Chief Justice Umer Atta
Bandiyal, Justice

Mansoor Al Shah and
Justice Aasha Malik. The
court has issued notices
to all parties, includin
the Attorney General z_mﬁ
the Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP).

An ECP bench, led by

Chief Election
Commissioner  Sikander
Sultan Raja, disqualified
Vawda for concealing his
dual nationality with a
direction to return the
salary and other benefits
he had received as a min-
ister and  MNational
Assembly member within
two months. He was also
de-notified as a Senator.

Earlier in April, the
Supreme Court had
turned down a request by
PTI leader Faisal Vawda
to suspend the ECP’s
February 16  wverdict
regarding his lifetime dis-
qualification.

The three-member
bench headed by the
Chief Justice would hear

the plea on September 29

The bench includes
Chief Justice Umer Atta
Bandival, Justice

Mansoor Ali Shah and
Justice Aisha Malik. The
court has issued notices
to all parties, includin
the Attormey General an
the Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECF).

An ECF bench, led by
Chief . Election
Commissioner Sikander
Sultan Raja, disqualified
Vawda for concealing his
dual pationality with a
direction to return the
salary and other benefits
he had received as a min-
ister and  Mational
Assembly member within
two months, NP

Russian gas a
viable option for
energy-starved
Pakistan: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD:
Russian energy is one of
the most viable options
that may be available for
Pakistan to stabilize its
economy, 45 other Asian
and European countries
are already importing
LMNG from Russia despite
LIS sanctions. )

Pakistan's econcmy 13
under huge stress due to
the currency depraciation,
which is one of the main
reasons for the rising
inflation.  Among  the
major reasons behind the
currency devaluation 1s
the high import bill cou-

led with the depleting
oreign exchange
reserves. Mansoor Ahmed,
Senior Research Officer at
the Karachi Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(KCCT), told WealthP
that the increase in mersf:y
prices was one of the

major  factors  causing
inflation 10 rise
Currently, Pakistan is
experiencing record infla-
tion.“The LNG is being

used by the industries at a
subsidized rate. As a
result, the circular debt is
increasing, In July 2022
the government purchased
LMG at around 541 per

MMBTU and supplied it
to the export industries at
a price of %6 per

MMBTU. This shows
how much the govern-
ment has to pay in subsi-
dies to maintain exports,”
he added

The Pakistan Bureay of
Statistics (PBS) reports

that during the first two
months of FY2023-24 the
import bill of Pakistan
was $11.1 billion, which
was 10 percent lower

compared to 512.2 billion
in the corresponding peri-
gg of financial vear 2022-

In terms of import bills,
the energy sector makes
up the largest portion of
the total. According to the
report, the energy sector
accounts for around 30
percent ($3.3 hillion) of
the total imports (511.1
billion} over the period
considered, Russian
President Viadimir Putin
has recently expressed

timism about pas sup-
ply to Pakistan through a

ipeline in the near fulure.

his s because a part of
the infrastructure s
already in place

Russia 15 the world's
largest exporter of natural
rgs, the world's: second-
argest exporter of fuel
oil, and the world's third-
largest exporter of coal,
according to the data
SOUrce statistician.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman HEC, Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed called on

In Pakistan, the demand

for ens I5 increasing
day b}rkgl} due to I'.h.%
rapid growth of popula-
tion, According to the
Palistan LCONOmiC
Survey 2021-22, the
country's  population
growth rate is around 2.4
ercent, which is much
igher than the growth
rate of other countries.
Pakistan’s natural gas
reserves are depleting at a
rate of 9% per year
During the year 2015,
Pakistan began importing
LMG from other countries
to meet its need for gas.
Currently, Pakistan 15 one
of the largest importers of
LNG in the world. In
recent months, the price
of LNG in the internation-
al market has increased
manifold as a result of
canflict between Russia
and Ukraine As per the

Federal eserve
Economic  Data,  this
graph icts the spot

de
price of LNG at the time
of purchase on & monthly
bagis Owing to the higher
prices of LMG in the inter-
rational market and unac-
counted for gas (UFG)
losses, the gas circular

debt has increased
twofold reaching Rsas50
billion this wear from

Rs330 billion in 2018.INP

Federal Minister for Law and Justice, Senator Azam Nazeer
Tarar at Ministry of Law.

SBP amends prudential
regulations to enhance

agricultural
financing: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD: The
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP) has made amend-
ments to its prodential
regulations (PRs) relating
to agriculture financing (o
allow banks and develop-
ment finance institutions
(DFls) to increase lend-
mg to farm and non-farm
SECors.

According to the new
amendments, the maxi-
mum amount of unse-
cured or clean lending for
agriculture as defined in

has been increased
from Rsl million to Rs5
million, the central bank
said in a circular.

Similarly, the exposure
limit for the requirement
of duly andited financial
statements under R-20
has been raised from
Rs10 million to Rs15 mil-
lion. Banks and DFls
have been advised to

ensure that these amend-
ed regulations are distrib-

uted  throughout their
branches and field
offices,

The State Bank has
been playing a vital role
in upl |f't1nthhc agricul-
ture sector. Due to 1ts sig-
nificant contribution fo
national income, employ-
ment, food security, and
E"‘f’.“” . earnings,
Pakistan's agriculture sec-
tor continues o play a
central role in the econo-

my.

Historically, the SBP
has recognized the impor-
tance of promoting access
to finance for rural mar-
kets to assist farmers in
mtelinyi their financial
needs. In recognition of
the importance of agricul-
ture lending for subsec-
tors, the central bank has
integrated agricultural

lending regulation into its
functicons.

In August 2022, the
State B.'m‘jc had set a tar-
get of disbursing Rsl.B
trillion in _agricultural
credits to the financial
institutions for disburse-
ment among farmers dur-
12;15 the fiscal year 2022-

e

Uinder the overall tar-
?et for FY23, Rs140 bil-
1on has been set aside for
wheat crops, Rs45 billion
for tractor financing, and
Rs20 billion for har-
vesters, planters, and
other farm machinery, to
meet the national food
security requirements.

The country has been
devastated by torrential
rains and floods, l:.al.ISIﬂE
estimated damages wort]
Rs320 824 llion to agn-
culture and livestock
alone INP

Pakistan to bear the
brunt of Fed rate hike

ISLAMABAD
Pakistan is to bear the
brunt of Federal Reserve
{Fed} rate hike, according
to a report published by
CGwadar Pro on Friday

The LS. Central Bank,
the (Fed) has hiked the
key rate by another .75
percentage points lifting
the central bank’s bench-
mark overnight inlerest
rate (o a range of 3.00%-
1.25%.

The Fed has hiked the
interest rate for the third
consecutive time, push-
ing the interest rate to the
highest in almost 15 vears
to beat down inflation,
 However, the ]'uyil"l pol-
icy rate in the United
States will weaken other

currencies, including the
Pakistani rupee, and will
create increased infla-
nonary pressure, making
it difficult for Islamaba
to build up reserves.
According to Federal
Reserve Chairman
Jerome Powell, the rate
rses were necessary fo
“pet inflation  belund”
and avord long-term
damage to the economy
but it will take a toll. *I
wish there were a pain-
less way to do that. There
isn’t,” he said,
Pakistan’s top econo-
mists and pundits believe
the Federal Reserve's
maove will strenpthen the
LS. cumency but it will
have far-reaching impli-

cations for developing
countries and struggling
economies around  the
world, With the hike
developing countries will
lose portfolio investment
which will be diverted to
the LS. The money will
flow towards the United
States in dollar-denomi-
nated assets; it wall
strengthen the dollar and
accordingly will weaken
other currencies includ-
ing the Pakistani rupee,”
repowned economist Dr
Ashfagque Hassan Khan
told Gwadar Pro, He said
if Pakistan wants 1o 20 40
the mtemnational market
to raise money via bonds,
the country will have to
pay a “higher cost™ INP

NATIONAL

QUETTA: Local present traditional dance on occasion “Pashtun Culture Day”
was celebrated provincial capital Quetta at QMC.

Security situation under control in
Swat, Senate body told

ISLAMABAD: The
Senate’s Defence
Committee on Friday was
assured that the writ of the
state was paramount and
the law and order situation
was under control in Swat
after law enforcement
agencies launched strict
action against hostile ele-
ments.

The committee, which
met under the chairman-
ship of Senator Mushahid
Hussain Saved, received a
comprehensive briefing on
the security situation in
Swat in the backdrop of
reported activities of the
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP), a Senate Secretariat
news release said.

It was told that some vio-
lent incidents were report-
ed in the area but the cul-

rits behind them were
raced and canght.

The committee members
appreciated the Counter

errorism Department
(CTD), and other law
enforcement forces, includ-
ing police, Levies and
rarami]itat}f forces, who
ad played a heroic role to
protect and promote peace
as well as the lives of the
people of Malakand.

They, however, had the
consensus that there should
not be any appeasement
and no compromise on
upholding the rule of law,
and all those committing

crimes against the people
and the state must be
caught, tried in the court
and given due punishment
as per the law.

A motion moved by
Senator Dost Mohammad
Khan was also discussed
and disposed off by the
comimittee.

At the outset of meeting.
Senator Mushahid wel-
comed the new Secretary
Defence Lieutenant
General (R) Hamood uz
Zaman and appreciated his
services as head of the
Mational Command and
Uﬁeratmn Centre (NCOC)
which was  primarily
responsible for containing
coronavirus pandemic. INP

SHC fixes case of
‘deporting’ two Pakistani citizens
to Afeghanistan for hearing

KARACHI Relatives of the
two Pakistani nationals, who
have been ‘deported” 1o
Afphanistan have filed Ij_gllea in
the Sindh High Court {SHC) for
their safe retum on Friday.

Sardar Asif Nagashbandi and
his son Wasif were mistakenly
deported to Afghanistan last
rear in the month of December

r terming them Afghan nation-
als, while the Kabul authorinies
refused to accept them as its
nationals,

Due to refusal, the father and
the son im custody from
December, last  year in
Afphamstan,

The plea filed by the 24 mem-

bers of Magashbandi’s f'arnilﬁ

will be taken up bz‘ the Sind
High Court on October 3,
Intertor  Ministry, Foreign

Ministry, FIA, NADRA and oth-
ers have been made respondents
in the case,

The FI&& has alleged that
cases of fake documents were
registered against Sardar Asif
and his family.

Baoth Sardar Asif
MNasqashbandi and his son were
declared Pakistani national afler
investipation by the SSP secun-
ty and the special branch, the
iarnllg said and added despite
the fact, their CNICs were
blocked by NADRA,

Chinese, Pak universities
to build research centre
on food security

BENING: A Chinese research umversity and a
Pakistani university are to jointly build & research cen-
tre on food security and plant biotechnolo ;
Wang Depeng, professor at the College of Life Science
of China's Linyi University, in an interview with China

Economic Net (CEN),

The research centre is part of the Memorandum of
(Moll} to be signed between Liny

Pakistan's Abdul Wali Khan University,

Un;lcrstgndinﬁ
University an
Dr Wang told CEN

~ Under the Moll, the research centre and laborato-
ries, which will be established at Linyi University, wall
focus on the disciplines of biotechnology, agronomy

and food sciences

Both sides will also recruit researchers from respec-
five universities to work in the research centre and
supervise student researchers, savs the agreement

Two joint research groups will be formed, states the
Moll, to conduct research of mutual interests and a
Joint training programme of M.Phil and PhD students

will also be otfered

In recent vears, & growing number of Chinese and

s Dr

repons.

ger.

CTISiS,
exports

hey have asked the movernment to
resolve the issue of the energy crisis in
the country and provide umntermupted
eleciricity 1o the textile sector 1o enable
the industrialists to meet the export tar-

“Production of the textile sector is
severely affected by the cumrent ener
t 15 affecting Palastan’s textile
badly,” Asad MNagvi, a senior
analyst associated with All Pakistan
Textile Mills Association [(APTMA),
told WealthPE.

He feared that Pakistan would not be

The family has pleaded wath
the SHC to pass order for the
safe and early return of their
loved ones. The SHC has fixed
the case for heanng on October
3.*The plea filed by the 24 mem-

bers of MNagashbandi’s family
will be taken up by the Sin

High Court on October 3.
Interior  Mimstry, Foreign

Ministry, FIA, NADRA and oth-
ers have been made respondents
in the case The plea has alleged
that cases of [ake documents
were recistered apainst Sardar
Asif and his family.Both Sardar
Asif MNasgashbandi and his son
were declared Pakistani national
after investigation INP

ical

Sindh seeks
Punjab’s help
to tackle spread
of diseases

KARACHL Amid the rse in
spread of diseases in flood-lut
areas, the Sindh government has
sought help from Punjab on
Friday. _

_As per the official sources, the
Sindh government has written a
letter to the Punjab government,
seeking 380 paramedics from it.

The ob]l‘eci_n-'e of seeking help
from the Punjab government is to
deal with the diseases that are
spreading fast in the flood affected
areas. IM

Dengue situation in
Karachi goes bad
to worse

KARACHI: The dengue situa-
tiom in Karachi has gotten bad to
worse as three people have lost
their lives from the disease on the
same day taking the death twll 1o
30 in September. Simultaneously,
297 more cases reported in last 24
hours in the CI?’ 3,843 dengue
patients in total have been admit-
ted to the hospital this month.

The spike in dengue cases in the
Lahore city slmwtglno significant
decling rather, the city is witness-
ing a sharp surge in the cases

As ]i:er orts, 108 news dengue
cases have been reported in a sin-
gle day in the city and the number
of dengue fever patients has risen
to 225, claiming one death due to
dengue fever. In the last 24 hours
dengue larvae were recover
from 963 different places in the

city.

ri{t is to be noted here that dengue
virus, gradually, has mrned into an
epidemic 1n L‘_apu:al Provincial,
although municipal  authorities
have been carrying out fumigation
campaigns in order to eliminate
dengue from the city and would
contfinue this till December, but
desired results have not been
vielded vet )

On the other side, the dengue
cases arg l:akmg]_la prominent high
flight with each passing day in
Federal territory. According to the
District Health Officer Islamabad,
the number of dengue cases surged
te 1734 over the past 24 hours,
affecting 77 more people within a
day in which 41 patients have
arrived from rural areas, and 36
from wrban localiry, while the
number of dengue-related fatalities
rose to 3 so far )

There are 258 dengue patients at
PIMS Hospital, 58 at the
Polyclinic, and 36 at the Capital
Hospital receiving treatment.

1e District Health Officer fur-
ther urged citizens that there is a
need for whole-year to take pre-
ventive measures to  eradicate
dengue. NP

Textile exporters sceptical about
meeting $25bn target due to
energy crisis: WealthPK

_ISLAMABAD: The exporters of tex-
file products in Pakistan are s
about meeting the export target of 525
billion in the current fiscal owing to the
energy crisis in the country, WealthPK

two months of the current fiscal, regis-
tering less than one percent
vear-on-vear basis in July

said that textile exports showed a
decline of 13.21% dunng July as com-

owth on a
owever, he

pared to the month of June.

‘How can we achieve the export tar-
et of $25 billion with these statistics,”
e gquestioned, He added that it was dif-

ficull for exponers o fulfill the orders

according to schedule owing to the stop-
page of production caus !
pension of pnwer_supl.)l}' to the industry.

Asad Magvi said th

i

by the sus-

at textile exports

should be around 32 billion each month
to meet the target set for the current fis-
cal, He said that gas supply o the indus-

has been suspended since June 30,

i
2322._ which has almost halted produc-
tion in the whole value-added textile

Pakistani researchers uvuljmnﬂ}' conducted research

projects to mitgate the ef
change

ects of worsening climate

Last year, D Wang logether with Pakistani and
Turkish scientists published four English monographs
on climate-smart agriculture and climate-resilient crops
as the world 1s struggling to maintain and increase agtr)i-
culture production. Four publications co-edited by
Chinese, Pakistani and Turkish researchers “Recently, 1

have introduced two Pakistani pre
umversiies,” Dr Wange said, addin

rofessors o Chinese
that more such

cooperation is also in the pipeline, INP

Repealing of
Section 124-A:
IHC says will not
interfere in
legislative affairs

ISLAMABAD The
Islamabad High Court has
remarked that 1t is the par-
liament's prerogative to
do the legislation saving
that the court will not
interfere in it.

[HC Chief Justice
Athar Minallah uttered
these remarks during the
hearing of a petition seek-
|n£5 repealing of Section
1274-A of Pakistan Penal
Code on Friday )

The petition was hled
by former human rights
minister and PTI leader
Shireen Mazan. She
attended  the court pro-
ceedings along with her
lawyer Abuzar Salman
F.han Miazi . .

While prc&cntmg}{hls_
arguments, lawyer Niazi
said that Sec 124-A was
b “5 used to suppress the
freedom of expression
He further contended that
the aforementioned sec-
tion which is related 1o
file the sedition cases was
in repugnant to the basic
rights as suaranteed in the
Constitution of Pakistan

At this juncture, Chief
Justice Minallah remind-
ed the lawyer that sedition
cases had also been regis-
tered during the PT1 gov-
ernment. It 18 parha-
ment’s prerogative to do
the legislation and court
will not interfere in it,” he
Judge remarked. NP

able to meet the textle export target of  industry, :
525 billion keeping in view the volume He said that the wninterrupted supply
ol Exﬁonﬂ recorded during the first two  of gas is imperative for the textile indus-
months of the current fiscal. ; try to maintain the momentum of export,
He said that Pakistan exported textile ding that Pakistan's overall exports
exports worth $3 056 billion during the are also affected owing to the energy cn-
first two months of the current financial  sis i
year, Textile items worth $1 481 bilbon Asad Nagwi said that 3 26% upsurge
and %1.575 billion were exported from  in the export of texule products during
the country in July and August, respec-  the last financial vear was made possible
tively. o ) only due to the uninterrupted supply of
_ Asad Nagvi said that textile exports  gas as well as electricity to the industry
increased only by 4.18% dunng the first  at the regionally competitive taniff. INP
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Pakistan debt relief requests won't include commercial creditors

ISLAMABAD Pakistan's finance minister said on Friday the South Asian nation was seeking debi relief
from hilateral creditors in the wake of devastating flooding but emphasised the government would not seek any
relief from commercial banks or Eurobond creditors, L _

Pakistan's bonds had slumped to just half their face value throughout the day after the Financial Times said
# United Nations development agency was urging the cash-strapped country to restructure its debt.

_ Devastating floods engulfed large swathes of Pakistan this month, killing more than 1,500 people and ¢aus-
ing damage estimated at $30 billion, fanning fears that Pakistan would not meet its debts. : :

Given the climate-induced disaster in Pakistan, we are seeking debt relief from bilateral Paris Club credi-
tors,” Finance Minister Miftah [smail said in a Tweet. "We are neither seeking nor do we need, any relief from
commercial banks or Eurcbond creditors."

A memorandum the United Nations Development Programme [l:NDPgILs set to hand Pakistan's government
this week says its creditors should consider debt relief in the wake of the floods, according to the Financial
Times.

The memorandum further proposed debt restruciuring or swaps, in which creditors would forego some
reprslu}-mmts in exchange for Pakistan's agresment 1o invest in climale change-resilient infrastructure, the paper
51

national market government debi, ; ;

One of the main sovereign bonds due for repayment in 2024 slumped more than 10 cents to about 50 cents
on the dollar, while another due in 2027 fell to about 45 cents. ) , .

Miftah had told a Reuwters interview earlier this week that there was no chance of a credit default nisk

The government needs toﬁpuzy 51 billion on bonds ITIH‘L'LI]'II'J# in December. It has interest Ea}r_ments worth
around 30.6 billion for the 2022-23 fiscal year but the next full bond redemption is not until April 2024,

Miftah said in Friday's Tweet that the $1 billion bond would be paid on time and in full. :

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif also appealed on Friday to rich nations for immediate debt relief, saying what
had been done was commendable, but adding, "It's far from meeting our needs "

Shehbaz, who along with Ismail is in New York to attend the U N. General Assembly, told Bloomberg TV
that Pakistan had taken up the debt relief issue with UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres and world Tead-

rs.
"We have spoken to European leaders and other leaders to help us in Panis club, to get us a moratorium," he
said, referring to rich nation creditors. wivos : :
Sharif and Ninance minister Tsmail said they had also taken up the reliel issue with the International Monetary
Fund (IMF} and the World Bank.
Ismail said the IMF has "almost agreed” to the request for easing the conditions of Pakistan's 57 billion pro-
gramme that was resumed in July after being delayed for months,
"Theyve said almost ves," he told local Pakistani Dunya News TV in New York a day after Shehbaz met the
IMF's managing director Web Desk

Authorities insist no food
shortage in Pakistan; death toll
from floods crosses 1,600 mark

Meither the foreign office in lslamabad nor a UNDP spokesperson in Pakistan immediately responded to
Rmﬂcn‘.’ e uc1st for comment on the memorandum, The country's finance and information ministers could also
not be reached.

| e ISLAMABAD:The National Flood Response and food stock
i e Coordination Centre (NFRCC) said on Friday that It said that bumper tomato crops were harvested last
. there was no shortage of food items in the country, as  vear, which were more than sufficient to fulfil the
i the death toll from devastating floods since June 14  country’s requirements. The NFRCC said a total of

crossed the 1,600 mark,

_ An intense and long monspon dumped around three
times as much rain on Pakistan than on average in
recent weeks, causing major flooding which Killed
1606 people, imcluding 579 children and 325 women,
according to the National Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA).

In its daily I#datex it said that 10 people have lost
their lives in flood-affected areas. out of which six
hailed from Balochistan and the remaining from Sindh
. This figure does not include those killed by disease
in the aftermath i

Hundreds of thousands of people displaced by the
floods are living in the open and as flood waters spread
over hundreds of kilometres start to recede. The
calamity has not just destroyed houses and roads but
also crops spread over millions of acres subsequently
c::reatmg fears of a food shortage.

In the latest updaie today, Pakistan's top flood
response centre said: A huge stock of wheat for [the]
next six months is available along with the strategic
reserve which is sufficient till next harvesting season.”
. Other than two million tons of strategic reserves, an
import of additional stock of 1 8m tons is in progress
out of which (.6m tons has reached. The NFRCC said
46,000 tons of wheat from the public sector was being
released on a daily basis.

The centre also gave a breakdown of cerain crops

7.5m tons of potatoes were harvested when the total
requirement was 4.2m tons. )

e forum said the import of onions and potatoes
was in progress from Tran and Afghanistan. “In that
regard, the government has directed to wave of all
duties [.. ] however the release/distribution of items is
ensured [the] same day at earliest.” )

The munt?r‘s rice requirement, the NFRCC said,
could be fulfilled easily through available stock till
December, adding that the next harvesting season
would start in October.In a nutshell, the country has a
sufficient stock of food and sustenance items and
measures have been taken to further enhance the capac-
ity, the NFRCC said However, speaking to the media
on the sidelines of the United Nafions General
Assembly, Finance Minister Miftah Ismail sad that the
country may have to import wheat if the crop was not
sowed in time Later tuda{l.y Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif is expected to make his debut on the global stage
with his address to a gathering of world leaders at the
UM headquarters in New York He is expected to high-
light the massive devastation triggered by deadly cli-
mate-induced floods, and will appeal for international
support to deal with the catastrophe Meanwhile, at a
meeting  today, Minister for Water Resources
Khursheed Shah said that he would talk to the prime
minister about the deferral of the recovery of agricul-
tural loans to farmers. Web Desk

NEW YORK: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif in a bilateral meeting with Alexander
De Croo, Prime Minister of Belgium on the sidelines of High-Level General Debate of the 77th
Session of UN General Assembly (UNGATT) in New York..

Militant killed
after CTD team
comes under

Pakistani rupee
busts US dollar’s upward
trajectory, gains 71 paisas

attack in Swat

SWAT: One militant was killed
when personnel of the Counter-
Terrorism  Department (CTD%

responded to an attack by a group of

militants at Manglore, Swat on Friday
The slain militant, who was identi-
fied as Adil, was a resident of the same
area and was wanted by the CTD for
his role in three incidents of terrorism.
The remaining militants, however,
managed (o flee,
- The CTD launched a search opera-
tion in the area to arrest the abscon-
ders INP

Flood-hit Pakistan
should suspend debt
repayments, says UN

paper — FT

WASHINGTON: Pakistan should
suspend international debt repayments
and restructure loans with creditors
after recent floods added to the coun-
%y’s financial crisis, the Financial

imes reported on Friday, citing a UN
policy memao.

The newspaper said the memoran-
dum, which the UN Development
Programme will share with Pakistan’s
government this week, states that the
country’s creditors should consider
debt relief so that policymakers can
prioritise.  financing its  disaster
response over a loan repayment.

akistan has estimated the damage
at $30 billion, and the government and
UMN. Secretary-Gieneral Antonio
Guterres have blamed the flooding on
climate change,

The memo further pmguscd debt
restructurning or swaps, where credi-
tors would let I;g{: of repayments in
exchange for Pakistan agraem% to
invest in climate change-resilient
infrastructure, FT said. y

Floods have affected 33 million
Pakistanis, inflicted billions of dollars
in damage, and killed over 1,500 peo-
ple — creating concern that Pakistan
will not meet its debts NP

Lahore: Infant dies
after being thrown
from moving
motorcycle

LAHORE: In a shocking incident, a
newborn baby girl died after she was
thrown from a moving motorcyele in
Gulbarg area of T7Lahore on Friday.
~ According to details, the inhuman
incident took place near Gumumangat
Reoad in Gulberg area of 97Lahore, 1n
a CCTV footage a man and two
E.'muen can be see travelling on the

ike.

Later in the video, they can be seen
throwing the newbom baby girl on the
corner of street. The man and two
women riding the motorbike fled the
SCene.

Getting the information, the police
reached the spot and moved the infant
to the hospital, where she breathed her
last during few hours of treatment.

Police have registered a case against
unknown persons in Ghalib market
police station and started searching for
the accused INP

Woman found
murdered at
farmhouse of
senior journalist in
Islamabad

ISLAMABAD: A woman  was
found murdered at a farmhouse in
[slamabad on Friday, The farmhouse
belongs to a semior journalist of the
federal capital, o

Police are currently questioning the
woman's husband, who is also the

Joumalist’s son.

Shahzad Town police on Friday said
that they were called to a farmhouse in
Chak Shahzad area of Islamabad on
Frday mumlr:]g.

They added that they were told a
man named Shahnawaz had allegedly
murdered his wife, Sara.

The officials added that a team com-
rising  senlor  officers  from
slama'irad"sl homicide division along
with forensic experts are at the crime
scene and combing it for clues and
evidence. [NP

ISLAMABAD: The value of
Pakistam ru?l;e: was strengthened
against the US dollar as the green-
back lost 71 paisa in its value in
the interbank trading on Friday.

According to the data provided
by money traders, the rupee
showed muscles during moming
session today as its value appreci-
ated awainst the US dollar which
was traded at Rs239, down by 71
Q’msam the interbank by 10:15am.

esterday, the dollar was closed at
Rs239.71

The local unit is facing slump
for the last several trading ses-
sions. During the last 52 weeks,
Pakistami  rupee lost 29.48%
against the greenback while reach-
ing its lowest at 239,94 on July 28,
2022, and the hig}lcst at 169 on
September 23, 2021. ]

he State Bank of Pakistan on
Thursday announced that coun-
try’s Current Account Deficit
(CAD) fell wo 30 7bn in August
compared to 31.2bn in July,
Cumulatively, Jul-Aug FYI3
CAD declined by $0.5bn to

$1.9bn compared to the same peri-
od last vear mainky due to increase
in exports by $0.5bn & contrac-
tion 1n imports by $0.2bn, the
bank concluded.

The market is volatile as the
world is committing to help the
flocd-hit Pakistan, On Sept 18,
Saudi Arabia rolled over a 33 bil-
lion debt for one year on the exist-
ing tough terms and the
International Monetary Fund also
announced support for Pakistan's
flood-relief’ efforts but without
giving any additional loan.

IMF Hesident Representative
Esther Perez Ruiz on Sunday
issued a brief statement, makin
clear thc#uba] lender’s approac
towards Pakistan in the atbermath
of the devastating floods.

Perez said that the IMF was
deeply saddened by the devastat-
ing impact of the floods in
Pakistan, offering sympathies to
the millions of vi¢tims of the
foods. " We will work with others
in the intérnational community to
support; under the current. IN

Flour prices skyrocket while
weekly inflation drops to
29.82pc: PBS report

ISLAMABAD: Prices of
multiple essential items went
uﬁ in the last week; however,
the weekly nflation rate
dropped by 8.1% to settle at
29.28 %, data issued by the
Pakistan Bureau of Stafistics
{PBS) showed,

According to the PBS data,
flour, pulses, and potato prices
increased last week However,
onions, tomatoes and Masoor
pulse dropped; the data showed.

The price of tea went up by
RslB.6 ki%’ Moong pulse
went up from Rs248 o Rs252,

and Chickpea pulse shot up
RsFJ@EE'? to seilfat Rs257 50, i
¢ price of 5 T Went v

RsU.?lpm sell L;%&RSS?.MPpg
kg And the price of a dozen of
e%gss. increased by Rsl 47, The
PBS data shows that the rate of
alive chicken also went up by

Rs12 76 per kg

However, the price of toma-
toes dmp{ed y Rsl2 and
onions by Rs0.39°And prices of
13 essential items remained
unchanged in the last week

According to the PBS data
report the previous week, prices
of 30 items went by while the
weekly inflation rate dropped
by 0, 19%,

The rate of tea went up by

Rs1860 per kg, Moong pulse
by Rs831, Chickpea pulse by
Rst 20, Maash Rpulse b
Rs6.34, eggs by Rs598 per

dozen, mution by Rs3 98, beef
by Rs2.4] and prices of milk,
rice and yoghurt also went up 1in
the last’ week However, the
price of a 20 kg flour hag went

up by RsZ541 to sell at
Rs1323 90the PBS data
shows INP

Two recovered dead from
floodwater in Nawabshah

NAWABSHAH: Two dead
bodies were recovered separatel
from floodwater in MNawabshah
on Friday,

The bedy of a 30-year-old man
was recovered from floodwater in
Amir Dahri area of Nawabshah,

The deceased was identified as
Shamhir Dahri. He was reported
to have drowned while going to
Kacha area.

Another body of a man identi-
fied as Liagquat Ali was recovered
from a wvillage in floodwater in
Sem Mullah.

The police shifted bodies of the
deceased to the hospital. Search
for their families was underway

A 50-foor  wide breach
occurred in Canal 6-R  near
Fagirwah -area of Haroonabad,
Bahawalnagar, the Irrigation
Department said

he breach inundated cotton
and other crops over hundreds of
acres. Farmers were busy plug-
ging the breach on a selt-help

basis

“Despite the information, the
staff of the Irrigation Department
did not reach the spot to plug the
breach,” the farmers complained.

“Machinery is being arranged
to plug the breach,” the Irngation
Department officials said,

Three die of snakebites

The problems of the flood-hit
people in Khairpur Nathan Shah
are increasing with each passing
day instead of decreasing

On the one hand, they are faced
with an outbreak of diseaszes, on
the other hand, they are becoming
victims of snakebites. .

Venomous snakes are wit-
nessed crawling in the streets,
roads and houses across the city
as the floodwater recedes.

Worse vet, vaccine for the
snake bite is also short in
Khairpur Nathan Shah. So far,
three people have died due to
snakebites in Khairpur Mathan
Shah.INP

Accountabilit
y court paves
way for Ishaq
Dar’s return
to Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: An
accountability  court in
Islamabad has paved the
way for return to Pakistan
of senior PML-N leader
and former finance minis-
ter Ishaq Dar by suspend-
ed his permanent arrest
WATTANLS,

Giving a change to the
PML-N leader 1o surren-
der, Judge Muhammad
Bashir on Friday ordered
that Ishaq Dar should not
be arrested on his return
to the country and sus-
pended his  permanent
arrest warrants issued b
the NAB until October 7.

The judge remarked the

court will look into can-
cellation of the arrest war-
rants once the former
finance minister sets foot
on the motherland,
. Ishaq Drar’s lawyer had
informed the court on
Thursday that his client
was read* to surrender,
Dar’s awyer  Oazi
Misbah prayed to the
court to order the
Mational Accountability
Court (NAB} to withdraw
the warrants since his
client currently living in
London was ready to sur-
render. “It is my request
that the former finance
minister is not arrested on
his arrival in Pakistan,” he
said. INP

PM attends
photo
exhibition on
"Floods in
Pakistan
— A Climate
Change’

NEW YORK: Prime
Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif
Thursday participated
in a photo exhibition
titted  “Floods  in
Pakistan — A Climate
Change” held in the
lobby™ of the United
Nations Secretariat

The exhibition was

organized by  the
Ministry of
Information and
Broadcasting to high-

light the eftfects of chi-

mate change on the
occasion of the 7Tth
session of the UN

General Assembly.
Prime Mimster said
that the flood caused a
loss of 30 billion dol-
lars. Four million acres
of standing crops were
destroved. One million
houses were damaged
and  hundreds of

bridges were washed
away INP

QUETTA: T Muhamamd Ali Durrani distributing relief goods among flood affected

victims® during a ceremony orginized by UNHCR.

Dengue continues on-slot in
Islamabad, Rawalpindi with
174 more cases

ISLAMABAD: The federal capital
reported 77 new dengue cases while
its netghbounn%twm city Rawalpindi
reported 97 in the last 24 hours.

According to the data provided b
District Health Officer fDHD_;:
Islamabad, the capital. reported 77
dengue cases, including 41 from rural
and 36 from urban areas, in the last
24 hours,

After the new cases, the total num-
ber of dengue cases in Islamabad has

sone up to 1734, while five people
ave losi their lives due to the dengue

virus, the DHO added. ]
Among the total cases in

Islamabad, 1048 were reported in
rural areas, while 686 were in urban

vicinities, ) )
Dr Zaeem said that 17 patients
were admitted to the PIMS hospital
Islamabad in the last 24 hours, 9 in
the po1i.rc1im|: hospital, 3 in Federal
General Hospital, 11 in the Hol
Famil Hospital, 5 in BB
Rawalpindi, 2 in DHQ Rawalpindi,
while ¥r|»-ate laboratories reporied 30
cases The DHO said five people lost
their lives to the dengue virus in the
current season.While the capital’s
neighbouring twin city Rawalpindi
reported 97 new cases of Dengue in
the last 24 hours, one person lost his
life. The total mumber of cases in
Rawalpindi has gone up to 1639, the
ministry of health said INP

LI

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of China to Pakistan Nong Rong called on
Federal Minister for Power, Engr. Khurram Dastgir Khan,

HEC defers fees of
flood-affected students

ISLAMABAD: Higher Education
Commission (HEC) Chairman Dr
Mukhtar Ahmed on Friday announced
that the students from flood-affected
areas, enrofled at é}ubllc and private
universities, would get fee deferral
for two semesters

In a statement the HEC Chairman
said all public and private universi-
ties were working to facilitate people
of the flood-hit areas, adding that vet-
erinary uwniversities had also been
directed to support livestock 1n these
devastated areas.He also announced
that the HEC was also working out a
proper plan for compensating the uni-
versities in the [Mood-hit areas.In
response to a question, Dr Mukhtar
Ahmed said the HEC had also
launched Fr_ngrammes related to arti-
ficial intelligence and cyber security
in many universities, including the
Air University, NUST, and the
UET.He underlined the need for pro-
moting skills education across the
country, terming it more valued than
simple educational degrees. He fur-
ther added that skills education was

playing important tole in develop-
ment of the country. Underscoring the
problem of awarding affiliation 1o
colleges, he pointed out that universi-
ties had awarded affiliation to around
5,000 colleges so far across the coun-
try, “Such number of affiliation
means compromising the guality of
education,” he regretted.

“A policy has been formulated to
properly monitor the performance of
affiliated colleges through inspec-
tion,” he said, adding that affiliation
of the poor-performing colleges
would be cancelled. —

Highlighting key 1ssues in higher
education sector, Dr Ahmed said, "We
can significantly improve our educa-
tional institutions ranking by improy-
|1:[g the quality and management in
e !.Juatm?.a] m&néutmns and_discour-
aging politics and grouping”

HHv.eg Elso inf'cm_ue!.:'i ab'Lutg the need-
based su:.ho]arsmﬂé)mgramme bein
provided by the HEC to people wit
disability with clear instructions for
public and private umversities to
implement it INF

Kaira for comprehensive social
movement to contain rising
social hatred, division

ISLAMABAD: Advisor to the Prime
Minister on Kashmir AfTairs and Gilgit-
Baltistan Qamar Zaman Kaira on Friday
said that Pakistan needed a comprehen-
sive soctal movement to bring change in
behaviors to contain hatred and division
rising in the Is::u::'&tir.

Inaugurating the Pakistan Peace
Festival at Pakistan National Council of
the Arts (PMCA), he said that Pakistan
ot its freedom decades ago, but still the
country was divided into different class-
es, races, tribes and with a popular per-
ception of the masses (o mamtain their
wlentity as a feudal society,

“We are nol ready 1o listen the differ-
ent opinions of various school of
thoughts including political, religious
and social minds, Instead of uniting the
nation, social media 15 unfortunatel
being used to further divide the people,”
Kaira pointed out The advisor sad
Pakistan had all the institutions and laws
of democracy, but the attitude of the
society as a whole seemed to be unde-
mocratic” I 18 necessary 1o promote

character-based democratic  process
instead of influence-based to maintain
an atmosphere of peace and tolerance i
the society,” he suggested,

Talking about possible suggestions
and solutions to hriuLa# peace and toler-
ance in the society, the advisor said the
process of character building through
social movements should be accelerated,
aimed to achieve national cohesion and
harmaony,

Inaugurating the Pakistan Peace
Festival at Pakistan National Council of
the Arts (PMNCA), he said that Pakistan
got its freedom decades a‘ép but still the
country was divided into ifferent class-
es, races, tribes and with a popular per-
ceplion of the masses o maintain their
identity as a feudal society.

“We are not ready to listen the differ-
ent opinions of vanous school of
thoughts including political, religious
and social minds. Instead of uniting the
nation, social media is unfortunately
being used to further divide the people,™
Kaira pointed out. ITNP




