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President Arif Alvi visits
Nowshera to review flood
relief operations
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Floods

Syed Ali Shah

OUETTA: Flash floods
urleashed by heavy rainfall
waralyzed lile in Balochistan,
akistan’s least developed
province, Most parts of the
provinee temained discon-
nected from the rest of the
country for the seventh con-
secutive day as floods swept
away bridges and roads.

Ouetta, the provincial capi-
tal remained without power
and gas supplies for the last
seven days. Similarly, the
suspension of internet and
cellular services has com-
pounded the problems of the
Feuple “The damage is
heyond our comprehension”,
Chief Minister Balochistan,
Mir Quddus Bizenjo said

The flood-alfected people
blocked the Quetta-Karachi

highway at Johan Mangochar
against what they claimed
unjust distribution of relief
goods in the area. The work-
ers of the Jamiat ul Ulema e
Islam (F) blocked the main
highway 1o mount pressure
on the government to make
sure judicious distribution of
relief goods. “We will not
allow the officials to swallow
the relief goods and provide
them to their blue-eyed”,
Maulana Shabir Ahmed, a
local ¢leric who was parl the
protest said

Long queues of vehicles
were witnessed on both sides
of the highway because of the
road blockade. Subsequently,
the district administration
held successful negotiations
and reopened the highway for
traffic. Seven days on, the
authorities are vet o restore
gas and power supplies to

paralyzed life in Balochistan

Plan prepared for
: 6 worst flood hit
districts of Balochistan

Quetta, the provincial capital
of Balochistan.

 The situation is worst when
it comes to far-flung areas of
the province when it comes
to the availability of gas and
power supplies. Flash floods
unleashed by heavy rainfall
wreaked  havoc ™ across
Balochistan.

“Very soon, gas supply
would be restored to Quetta”,
a well-placed Sui Southern
Gas Company (S8GC) offi-
cial said, giving no exact
lime for the repair. Similarly,
the Spokesman of CQuetta
Electric  Supply. Company
(QESCO) stated that the
power supply can be restored
within the next three davs to
Quetta and other parts of
Balochistan  Floods have
damaged the 220 kV trans-
mission line in the Bolan area
of Balochistan.

Plan

News Desk

QUETTA: Corps Commandes
Balochistan, Lisutenant General
Asil Ghafoor chaired a high-level
meeting, which reviewed the
ongoing rescue and relief opera-
fions in the province. Heads of
the. concerned  departments
incleding the Matonal Highway
Authority (NHA), Sui Southern
Gas Company  (55GC), Quetta
Electric  Supply  Company
(QESCO) and other officials
attended the meeling

The heads of the concemed
departments thoroughly briefed
the coordination commities com-
prising genior civil and military
oflicials aboutl the rescue, reliel
operations, and the efforts o
restore ralway link, road link,
and gas and powsar supplies (o
Quetta and  other  pans  of
Balachistan,

Lt. Gen Asif
Ghafoor in Jhal
Magsi

T-day plan prepared for six
worst-hit distrets

Althowch posi-recovery  plan-
ning and rescue and reliel etTorns
are ongomng across Balochistan, a
particular [ocus would be given
1o the rescue and reliel operations
in the zix worst affected districts,
incliding Waseerabad. Jafarabad.
Sahabatpur, Kachhi, Lehn. and
Thal Magsi,

In these distncts, the victims of

ireviously innccessible arens will
¢ reached immediately, Al
stakeholders prepared and coor-
dinated a detailed plan for the
necessary rescue’relief effors in
these areas Tor the next 7 davs.
Fortunately, the man swept
away by Moods suddenly grabbed
the bushes and saved hes life!
Photo grabbed from a video
made by Manan Mandaokhail

Tent camps to be
set up

Tent camps will be set up n
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these badly affected disincts snd
all displaced persons will be
taken care of in these camps, For
better mantenance, it was also
agreed that the Disinc
Administration  and Army/FC
posted in the area will set up their
offices inside the tented camp.

The district administrabion will
ensure that food and medical sup-
plies are available in these temt
camps in the required gquaniity
and that further stockples are
made to avord any shonage.

A joint survey will comtimue
for the rest of the districts 1o
azsess the damage 1o the supply
of reliel ponds and timely reha-
bilitation

All major heghways restored in
Balochistan: Chairman NHA

(Chairman Mational Highway
Authority said thal almoest all
major arteries excepl the MNa5
have been restored and all roads
will be connecled within the next
seven davs, Chairman NHA also
offered the services ol his depan-
ment for inter-provincial road
links, Commander Balochistan
Lieutenant General Asif Ghafoor
assured the full cooperation af
the Pakistan Army in this resard.

Pakistan railway considering
shuttle service from CQuetta to
Machh
i DS

Railwav: (uelta

MDCAT 2022

postponed, New Schedule

ready, PMC Notifies y

By: Syed Muhammad Yaseen

The Pakistan Medical Commission (PMC) has offi-

‘worst flood

informed that a high-level tech-
nical team of Railwayvs and
MLC is wvisiting Machh 1o
review effons for rehabilitation
of Quetts Saby railway frack
and reconstruction of Machh
railway bridge In thiz repard. il
was  discussed  that the
Rallwavs mav immediately
consider a shor-term solution
for the restoration of railway
services in Balochistan. In this
regard. the option of shuttle
service for road passengers
from Quenla to Machh was also
considared.

Chiell Execulive Oificer
QESCO. Enginesr Kareem

tan

Jamali briefed the forum on the
limeling for  the complete
restoration of eleciricity in
Quetta and other parts of
Balochistan. The CEO of
QESCO will visit the inaccessi-
hlefremote affected arsas in a
helicopter provided by the
Army [or speedy restoration of
power.

Work is underway
on the war-footing
basis to restore gas

sSu pﬁly
!In {he backdrop of pas supply
disruption 1o Queta, the forum
was informed that S5GC is work-
ing on a war fooung to restore
gas supply to Quetta: and  other
parts ol Balochistan, Technical
teams have resched the spot and
rehabilitation of both 12-inch and
24-inch mpelines near Biti Nam
is in progress. The armw will pro-
vide all possible assistance in this
regard.

{For the restoration of telecom-
munication services i Quelta
and other parts of Balochistan,
the Commander informed the
forum that the PTA iz being
approached fo repair the fiber as
so0n as possihle.

\ Finallv, the Commander
thanked the participanis for the
teamwork and tireless effors of
all the institutions
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President Arif Alvi

visits Nowshera to

review flood relief
operations

NOWSHERA

were accommodated i

Video of
Balochistan
Govt helicopter
dropping relief
items went viral

Syed Al Shah, News Desk

QUETTA The wideo of the Balochistan govemn-
ment’s helicopter dropping relief items went viral on
varous social media networks, People on social media
lashed out at the government for dropping relief items
in flood-affected areas.

“Look, look, they are dropping relief items and bags
are bursting”, a man who made the video of the heli-

copter said
he debate on social media prompted the

Balochistan government to issue a clanfication in this
regard. “Bad weather conditions, it 15 not possible for a
heTiu:o#a[er to come down”, the Chief Pilot of the
Balochistan government said in a statement

Balochistan has been hit hard by Noods and heavy
rainfall. This has claimed precious human lives and
thousands of people are homeless in the province.

“Only & to 10 percent of food were dropped”, Mir
Ziaullah Langove told reporters at & news conference.
He said because the entire MNaseerabad division has
been flooded and it was very difficult for the heli to
land in floods

The provincial government is nol serious aboul the
flonds operations, people tweeted on the videg. They
said, “the government is wasting food items”
However, the Home Minister stated that next time
extreme care would be taken while providing refief
itemns to the affected people

cially announced delay in Mdcat 2022 The announce-
ment was made on PMC's official social media
accounts and website a moments ago. "

PMC has postponed Mdeat 2022 in the wake of
flood situation across the country. Also, new schedule
of test dates has been released by PMC on it's website
this Wednesday )

Cuetia voice was the [irst news website 1o update
MDCAT aspirants recarding delay a Few davs ago

Pakistan Medicsl Commission had also uploaded
new schedule of MDOCAT 2022 in different cities of
Pakistan. The MDCAT will be taken on different date
in various parts of the country ac'cu:urdln%_lly.

The Balochistan, Sindh and Federal Health deparn-
ments had asked Pakistan Medical Commission to
Imstprme MDCAT and NLE as recent floods wreck
avos across Pakistan, )

Yesterday, the sanding commitlee for National

Health Services had also advised Pakistan Medical
Commission to postpone MDCAT and NLE for the
year 2022 due to flood situation in the country

Right now PMC has lost its constitutional status after
the senale committee for Health passed PMDC 2022
bill. The health department is working over reestablish-
ment of the Pakistan Medical and Dental College
(PMIDC) soon. However, NLE will not be taken from
Pakistani students but the foreign medical sradustes
are compelled to take MNational Liscensing Exam.

President Dr Arif Alvion 100 relief camps in
Wednesday wvisited the MNowshera IR
Mowshera  district of  Likewise, about 150,000
Khvber  Pakhtunkhwa ecople  were  atfected

rom floods in Mowsehra
and the KP government
has made assistance
amount doubled for flood
victims, Speaking on the

rovince to review the
tlood relief operations in
affected areas.
According to details,
the President was given a

detailed  briefing by occasion, President Dr
Deputy  Commissioner  Anif Alvi said the receni
Nowshera  Mir  Raza  flood has made colossal
Ozgan  about  rescue,  losses to public lives and

relief and rehabilitation

and litat properties and underlined
operations in the district.

the meed for long-term

_The President was planning to_control dev-
informed that about astation of floods in
25000 flood wictims  future INP

Iran Barter trade to
boost bilateral trade:
Chamber of Commerce
Quetta

News Desk

QUETTA: President Chamber of Commerce and
Industry Cuetta Balochistan Fida Hussain Dashti stated
that, fran barter trade has been started 1n the industry

and trade of our province due to the efforts of the

Chamber of Commerce and
Balochistan

“Buoth of the countries will be benifited by the barter
trade. This will provide employment and the econom-
ice condition of the country will be improved”, Fida
Hussain said.

He informed that, “those who are interested in the
barter trade should register with the Chamber of
Commerce and Industry Quetta and stant the barter
trade”™ He briefed various delegations at the Chamber
of Commerce and Industry, Quetta, Balochistan

Fida Hussain Dashti, Muhammad Ayub Manani and
Amjad Ali Siddiqui said that the efforts of the Chamber
of Commerce and Industry Quetta Balochistan became
successful, and the Pak-Tran Baner Trade Agreement
was signed, and the necessary steps were also taken in
this regard

“Worked together with the authonities, as a result of
which ID (Barter Trade Module) has been allotted to
the Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Quetta
Balochistan by (FBR) for barter trade and Wavback
Automation. The system has come into effect. after
which Pak-lran barter trade is going to start,” he stated.

“We are happy that the Chamber of Commerce and
Industry Cuetta Balochistan, The Province has been
conducted with the ci)ve:ur'he associated with industry and
commerce,” he said, adding that another promise has
been fulfilled

He said exclaimed that we always present good news
to the business community across the country. This has
been a long-standing demand of the business commu-
nity of the province and finaly now they can do barter
trade with Iran

Industry  Quetta

PM Shehbaz Sharif announces Rs10 bln grant for flood-hit Kpk

KANILL Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has announced Rs10 billion
ople of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) as

ﬁmnt for the flond-affected
ood relief assistance on Wednesday.

According to details, the prime minister made the announcement during
a visit to Swal to review flood relief activities in Khyber Pakhiunkhwa
province, The relevant authorities apprised the pnme minister of the loss-

es and rescue and relief operations.

Addressing a gathering of flood-affected people in KPK's Kanju, PM
Shehbaz Shanf said that the amount would be spent for the relief and reha-

bilitation of the flood-hit people of the province.

The federal govermnment, National Disaster Management Authority and

the provincial government, through close coordination, would ensure
Slimmediate disbursement in the affected areas

The prime minister pointed oul that the federal yﬁwm'nmem had already

transparency an
announced Rsl5 billion for Sindh province and Rsl0
Balochistan province respectively. ) .

The premier opined that it was a collective responsibil

ernments to work for the provision of relief to the flood- 1 il
continue visiting the affected areas till the |ast affected person is rehabili-

tated.” he added.
He further said that the federal

NDMA and Benazir Income Sulg:por: Programme
He said every affected fami

‘ : overnment had allocated an amount of
Rs 28 hillion which was being disbursed among the affectees through

_ family was given a cash amount of R25000
whereas per family was entitled to Rsl million that had lost its near or dear

billion grants for

ity of all the gov-
hit public “[g\?ﬁll

chldren.

operations.

He said the cash suppo (er .
substitute for the loss of lives as the bereaved families would continue to
mourn the death of their relatives for Tong, but it was the responsibility of
the government to provide maximum comfort in this hour of grief.

PM Shehbaz Shanf added that the latest reports were showing further
damages caused by widespread flash floods across the country, adding
about 3000kms roads were damaged. ;

Meanwhile, the prime minister thanked the Chief of Army Staff (COAS)
Gieneral Qamar Javed Bajwa and the Air Chief for the provision of air hel-
icopters and assistance m the ungom&,* operatiohs
toanorrow, all the trapped tounsts woul ¢ d 1eas,

The prime minister also expressed his gratitude to friendly countries like
Turkiye. UAE, and others for providin
tinuously sending relief goods worth

with different pe
hotels and other | 1L .

Different hotels and buildings were constructed along the river course
which caused the disaster, he said, adding that he would also undertake
visits to other flood-affected areas of K

F one
‘ The prime minister while expressi% his grief and pain over the large-
scale tragedy said that more than 1,0

lives had been lost including 300

rt extended by the federal government was no

e assured that by
be evacuated from these areas

relief goods. The UAE was con-
& mallion through different flight

About his visit to the areas, the prime minister said that today, he met
n%l_e and tourists and witnessed the damages caused to
n

astructure.

INP




EDITORIAL

Thursday.September,01,2022 | Quetta Voice

flod: Govt and

friendly opposition missing

The disastrous situation developed in the aftermath of heavy ramfall in
Balochistan demands the provincial rulers and ‘friendly opposition’ to
spend their days with {lood affectees. However, the situation 1s quite differ-

ent here

Chiet Mmister Balochistan, Mir Quddus Brzenjo once visited the flood-
ed Lasbela distnict in a helicopter and then visited Killa Saifullah along
with Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif. The cabinet members are hardly seen
in the flood-affected areas. The friendly opposition has also preferred to be
mum when it comes to supporting the flood-affected people and criticizing

the government

Flash floods unleashed by heavy ramfall have wreaked havoc across
Balochistan. Floods and rains clammed precious human hives, destroyed
standing crops, killed livestock, and swept away bridges, dams, and roads

throughout the province

The 30-year average rainfall record has been broken

A statement from the climate change ministry said that the 30-vear aver-
age for rainfall in Balochistan and Sindh had been broken. In Balochistan,
rhge destruction caused by floods is beyond imagination

The Balochistan government has declared an emergency m 26 out of a
total of 34 distnets of Balochistan. Some deputy commissioners have per-
formed well when it comes to rescue and relief operations. Pakistan Army
and Fronter Corps have extended all-oum support 1o the provineial govern-
ment in evacuating the stranded people.

Above all, Commander 12-Corps Lieutenant General Sarfaraz Ali and
other military officers embraced martyrdom in the relief and rescue opera-

tion in Lasbella

The Balochistan government should take the lead

MNevertheless, it 15 the core responsibility of the Balochistan government
to get a leading role in the rescue and relief operations. The CM and cabi-
net members should come out of their offices and support the peaple on the
ground and encourage the rescue workers to evacuate the people :

The damaﬁjs are bevond comprehension. Chief Secretary Balochistan

Abdul Aziz

qaili has comparatively performed well when it comes to

monitoring the situation and directing the concerned quarters in supporting

the flood affectees

A comprehensive and fair survey of the damages needs to be conducted
to ensure tumﬁunmtmn to the affectees across Balochistan. The provincial

government s

ould also seriously approach the lederal governmment to

announce g special package for the rehabilitation of affectees, growers, and

farmers of Balochistan

According o Chmate
Change Performance Index
{CCPI). Pakistan s the th
most vainerable country to
chmate change. Pakistan
will face a 526 ballion annu-
al loss. The greenhouse gas
emissions of Pakistan are
1. 7% which is nearly negli-
gible. Greenhouse gases an
resulting i the increase in
temperature of the plane
carth

Pakistan received heavy
ramnfall 10 this monsoon.
The rainfall was followed
by extreme flash floods in
many parts of the country,
The 3 provinces Khyber
Pakhtun khwalKPK),
Sindh, and Balochistan par-
ticularly received heavy
rainfall and fiopds. Till now
most damages are recorded
in the Balochistan province.

Balochistan is the most

vulnerable o chmate
change

B:ﬁochlsmn ia the most
vulnerable  province  of

Pakistan to ¢limate change.
Many ftimes this province
has faced different tvpes of
matural disasters: due o cli-
miate change. Drought 15 the
major threat o Balochistan
as Barkan the district of
Balochistan faced a pro-
longed drought of 22
months from 999 o 2002,
and  Cuetta  experienced
severe droughts in 20K
200, and 2008, During this
mMonsHol L38O,
Balochistan faced extreme
floods in almost every pan
of the province )

Houses  damaged  in
Cuetta

Vulnerability of Balochistan
Pakistan to Climate Change

The floods swept away
dams and destroved the
buildings. houses. roads.
and bridges in Balochistan,
KPK, and Sindh. The com-
munication links  were
destroved by the merciless
waves of the flash floods
This resulted in the break-

down of phyvsical commum-

cation between the
provinces, The provinces
faced food shoraces, as all
of the roads were broken
amnd the brdges collapsed
Train gervice was also sus-
pended due to the collapse

of a bridge in Bolan, x dis-

tret of Balochistan. Punjal
15 also facing smog and
heatwave ag a result of cli-
mate change. Sometimes
the  density  of  smog
becomes such high as the
transportation sysiem
remains suspended cven for
davs,

Balochistan totally para-
Iveed due to floods;

The flood WAVES
destroyed the infrastructune
in Balochistan, The pnmany
sonrce  of  income  for
Balochistan's 83 percent
population g agriculral
Floods destroved crops on

-

~ A

larpe scale, and  people
faced economic issucs. Life
n the province was totally
aralvzed as it faced a pro-
onged Sul gas suspension,
o electnicaty, a shortage of
food items, and no mobile
network. The govemment
anpounced 7 dayvs holiday
for all educational institu-
tions in the provinee, duc to
the contimuous floods

The floods claimed many
precious human lives. Most
of them were clildren,
women, and aged men. The
Em-.-mcin] govemnment and

videral government scemed
vory weak 1o cope with the
aituation,  Balochistan’s
government called for the
Pakistan Militarv to be si-
tioned in the different flocd-
affected  areas  of  the
province in order 1o handle
the unwanted incidents,

The National Disasler
Manapgement
Authorit(NDMA)  and
Provincial Pizaster
Management
Authonty(PDMA) need to
make disaster management
plans to handle such situa-
tions. It should highly train
its employvees so that human
lives can be saved,

Dams must be bl on
emenzency basces to prevent
floods and store water for
drought-like situations. The
dam  construction  work
should b strictly supervised
to increase the construction
guality of the doms. The
I'.lﬂ.“'ll'll'.'la.ll E'L'l"r(.' mmenl must
ensure zero- encroachment
in the waterwavs :

Pakistan az a developing

country needs the coopera-
tion of the Intcrnational
Dﬂ-TI'IT‘I'I!II'lIt_\"

Pokistan's economy i3
mainly based on agniculture
and climate  change s
adversely  affecting its
crops. Climate change is
having an impact on the sea-
sonal condions of Pakistan
in which summers will get
longer and winters will
shorter. Pakistan is econom-
ically weak and itis difficult
for the country to fight cli-
mate change. As a develop-
e country, it has limited
resources and poverty 15
“Ii;““"d all over the country.

he average daily imcome of
mare than half of the popu-
farion iz around I dollars

Brdee collapsed m khoz-
dar distnct of Baloclhistan

The highest emitters of
egreenhouse gases ane devel-
oped counirics.
Interestingly only 10 coun-
trics emil 68 percent of the
greenhouse mases, Pakistan

sing o signatory of the
Pans agreement on climate
change and being the least
emitter of greenhouse gas
nevds the cooperation of the
intermational commumity to
help it 1o fight against cli-
mate change

The author 15 a student of
Software Engingening ai the
Balochistan  University of

Information  Technology
Engincering and
Management Sciences

(BUITEMS). He frequently
wriles about looming threat
of climate change and glob-
al warming n Balochistan
and Pakistan

The Socio-Economic
Impacts of 2022 Floods
in Balochistan

Syed Safldar

Ahmed

Flood is one of the
most divesting natu-
ral hazards through-
out the g]nﬁe.
According to CRED-
Data Base. from the
19th century till the
present day thousands
of people have lost
their lite due to flood
dizasters. Further, 4.5
million people were
dis lau:ecrI), imjured,
and homeless.

Pakistan Vulnerable
to Natural Disasters

Pakistan 15 particu-
larly wulnerable to
naiural disasters
including floods. The
2010-11 floods
adversely affected the
economy of Pakistan,

The seographical
location of
Balochistan 15 prone
to many natural disas-
ters, like drought
floods, and earth-
quakes. The recent

monsoon spells have
adversely a 'ﬁ:qted the
rural commumties of
the province. The
S0C10o-eCcONOmMIC
development of the
rural areas of
Balochistan  mainly

belongs to the “JI*J"'
culture sector he
agriculture sector is

depending on_ the
avallability of the

required amount of
water.

Balochistan  losts
huge amount of water
due to no dams;

Unfortunately, in
the recent monsoon
sgason, we have lost a
huge amount of water
due to the lack of
proper reservoir and
dam svstems in the
provinge, Dam  and
reservoirs can mini-
mize the initial pres-
sure of flood on one

r_-zx'_.

side whereas;, on the
other hand, such stor-
age of water can
recharge the depleted
sroundwater table m
those parhcular Areas.

Due to a lack of
proper  management
an planning, we
always face cata-
strophic  events in
terms of floods
drought, ete. the rele-
vant stockholders hike
PDMA. Agriculture
Department, and
[rruﬁalmn Department
need to revisit their
policies in terms of
water storage to mini-
mize the adverse

S e . # '-—?g-__ g

S e g 5 Ta

impact of flood and
drought n the
province

The consequences
of floods, both nega-
tive and positive,
vary greatly depend-
ing on their location,
duration, the extent of
flooding, depth, and
speed, as well as the
vilnerability and
value of the affected
natural and construct-
ed ENVIronments
Floods 1impact both
individuals and com-
munities and have
social, economic, and
environmental conse-
quences

- e s
e ———

The environmental
benefits of flooding

can also help the
economy through
things such as
mereased fish pro-

duction, recharge of
groundwater
resources, and main-
tenance of recreation-
al environments

We need to take
action with a proac-
tive approach rather
than "a _ reactive
approach, [F we invest
10 in the pre-phase
of a disaster so we
can save 5100 in the
post-phase of a disas-
ter

s the (loods
SWER[}  ACTOSS
much ol
Pakistan, they

have highlight-
ed the need for
proper wiater management
It was in the 6ils when
President Avub Khan buili
the Warsak, Mangla and
Tarbela dams. Litile work
o mew  dam construction
has been dona in the subse-
queant 5 years
In confrast China has
construcled 80,000 large
dams, and India has bl
over 3000 [arge dams while
Pakistan has only two big
dams, If Pakistan too had
built about a thousand large
dams, much of the water
that is causing nafional
devastation  could have
been stored and used both
for agriculiure as well as
for electmcitv generanon.
The couniry = niver sys-
tems are dependent on
melting of eigciers in the
snowe-coverad Hhimalayas
and with global warming,
increased Hooding is (o be
expected both i terms of
overflowing nvers as wall
as Mash flocding due to
unusually heavy rams, as
has happened now. The
water storage capacity of
Pakistan in the Indus Basin
is hardly 30 davs whereas
India has a storage capacity
of about 200 divs while in
Australia and US  this
capacity 15 about 900 days
It 13 imperative that a well-
thought-oul water manage-
ment stralegy is urgently
implamented as the present
floods are likely 1o be a
regular Feature with further
intensification over the
nexi few decades. on
account of global warming
But dam construction 1s
onlv one of the major prob-
fems Facing Pakistan. The

country has dismally fmled
to tap into it real wealth.
our children, by neglecting
education. Qur planning
mimsty nesds 1o drastical-
Iv change the overall direc-
tons of the country to a
technology driven knowl-
edge economy. Innovation
leading 1o creation of dis-
ruplive businesses must
become the national priori-
tv. For this it is imporiant
to promole the venture
starf-up eco system
~ Pakastan’s main problem
is thai its exports are al a
miserable level of aboul
%30 billion since we are
exporting only low vilue
textiles. agncultural prod-
ucts  elc. We need (o
emenge from this low value
trap and start manufactur-
ing and exporting high
value products such as
glecironics, engineenng
poods, aulomobiles, new
solar energy technologies,
pharmaceuticals as well as
Al products such as those
based 0o Artificial
Intelligence, Intemetl of
Things elc

To achieve this, a num-
ber of sieps nead 10 be
taken. Our universibies and
research centers must inte-
grate infovation and entre-
preneurship into their pro-
ErAMmEs Universilies
todav are harbingers of
change. Thev can act as the
plattorms  from  which
thousands of successlul
slart-ups can sprout up,
Technology Parks nead 1o
be made an intepral pant of
all universities, and gov-
emmeni Supporl 10 unver-
sity hudgets hinked 1o their
SUCCEss 1N promoling new
businesses and enhancing
national expors

One excellent modal s
that of the University of
Cambridge. 1 know the uni-

Future directions

versily well as 1 spent over
eight vears there first for
my  PhD and flater as
Fellow of Kings College
Cambridge This associa-
tion has contineed over the
last 50 vears, A large
Science Park is associated
with Cambridge Universily
which has been the home
to thousands of new stan-
up companies in high tech
fields. Established i (970
Iy Trinity  Collage,
Cambridge Science Park 1s
tediy Europe’s largest cen-
tre for commercial research
and development.
Cambridge city is now
home 1o some of the
fastest-growing tech com-
anies i the UK such as
arkirace, GeoSpock and
more, These companics
have been estimated to
have an annual tumover of
GB2 4 billion
There are huge opportu-
mies in Pakistan in many
sectors that remain unex-
ploited including  wosie
recveling, mineral exirac-
(ron and  processing,
sdvanced agricullure and
energy  storage  systems.
Our universities nead {o be
uperaded with high quality
faculty, and technology
parks established within
them to [oster new starl-up
companies, They should be
given  liberal  research
uranls in both applied and
ic areas of sgience, for
technology development
and for socal sciences. The
private sector has a pivotal
role to play in these efforis
b investing i Research
and Development -- this s
almost absent in Pakistan
The government can help
Jumpstart the privale secior
R&D efforts by giving tlax
breaks to industry invest-
ing in research and devel-
apment.

Learning from catastrophes

Monsoon  rains  and
floods continue to wreak
havoc across the country
More than 1,000 lives
have been lost and over
1,500 lpeu:rp]e wounded in
the calamity that saw the
destruction of bridoes,
small dams, schools, hios-
pitals besides the inunda-
tion of millions of acres
of land

The recent floods have
not only exposed the
lawed development
muodels but also put a
gquestion mark over the
tall claims of the ruling
elite that pretends to be
altruistic

The heart-wrenching
scenes of five young men
making desperate appeals
for help in a town of
Khyber  Pukhtunkhwa
(KP) and the images of
children swept away by
merciless waves of tdel;:
in  Balochistan  have
moved every sensilive
person. The griel of those
who saw their loved ones
drowning in front of their
eves as  they called
authorities for help is
unimaginable.

Such tragic incidents
must have inflicted deep
wounds in the hearts of
those who lost their rela-
tives. This tragic loss has
become an integral part
of their life, wl?{ch will
make them hearthroken
every time they think
about their loved ones.

What is even more
unfortunate is the fact
that these flood wvictims
do nol seem to have
respite amy time soon
The spectre of diseases,
which are Tikely to break
out in several parts of the
country, is_haunting mil-
lions of flood victims.
Poor hygienic conditions
in camps and temporary

shelters are also multiply-
ing their misery. It seems
that it will take years, or
maybe decades. for these
people to rebuild their
shattered lives.

But far away from the
grief” and misery of these
unforfunate people is a
ruling class which is busy
enjoying its carefree life,
The™  “champion o
change’, whose party 15
ruling four oul of the six
regions ihat have been
devastated by floods and
torrential rains, has noth-
ing to do except repeating
the foreign conspiracy
zllegations. His teams in
Punjab, KP  Gilgit-
Balfistan (GB) and Azad
Jammu and Kashmir
(AJK) seem to have a
hectic schedule that
forces them to visit every
place except the areas
that are inundated
because of the ncessant
downpours and overflow-
ingrri-.:m-s.

hese people  are
defending the logic of the
‘revolutionary  leader’,
who unabashedly assert-
ed that he would hold
public gathenngs even in
the middle of war The
ious  leader firmly
elieves that his strugzle
for real independence
will immediately tame
the furious waves of the
River Indus, warding off
the danger posed to
Mowshera and parts of
KP. Imran Khan has a
dogged determination 1o
prove that il a leader is
clad in shalwar gameer,
repeats the mantra of cor-
ruption _and  addresses
mammoth public gather-
ings, the misery of flood-
affected people would
evaporate within no time.
Such an approach will
immensely help rebuild

destroyed houses, drain
inundated land. repair
damaged bridges and
restore extirpated roads.
Therefore, he thinks it is
iusnﬂad to squander bil-
ions of mpees on larger-
than-life lllboards, thou-
sands of panaflex and
giant screens to propagate
ﬁlle message of the mod-
e emancipalon

These floods have also
exposed the performance
ol the party that claims 1o
be the champion of the
eneral will. Tts pathetic
handling of the situation
in Sindh has infuriated
tens of thousands people
who are struggling to _s:ijet
relief.  The way the
party’'s feudal lords treat-
ed grief-stricken people
has unleashed a torrent of
criticism. Video clips of'a
imiit:cinn distributing
1350 among the affected
have prompted many to
criticize the party thai has

been_ ruling over the
province  for  over a
decade now

In the last few days, we
saw how anizry mobs sur-
rounded provincial minis-
ters who went 1o flood-
affected areas for photo
sessions, uestioning
theze modem barons over
the lacklustre response of
the provincial povern-
ment Instead of respond-
ing to these questions,
some of these povern-
ment’s  representatives
misbehaved with  the
affectees

L:]1|hrlllﬂﬂ!¢|ﬁ. these
members of the muling
glite, whether they are
from the PTI, the PPP or
the PML-M, will continue
fooling the people unless
the people rise against
them demanding a model
of development that does
not benefit just a few

companies,  contractors
and politicians but the
vast majority of the coun-
.. From Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif to PPP
Chairperson Bilawal
Bhutto-Zardari, all are
trying to give the impres-
sion that they really care
about the plight of the
people, but, in reality, no
politician is ready 1o take
responsibility for the loss
of over 1,000 hves
Several reports suggest
that the government Enew
about the severity of the
rains.  However, the
mieasures it took were not
enough to ward off the
losses that have had dev-

astating effects on the
lives of millions of peo-
ple

Many argue that the
ruling elite 15 responsible
for the destruction and
devastation caused by the
floods and torrential
rainsg, The ruling class
faifed to make concrele
efforts o clear off water-
ways, which could have
minimized losses to a
great extent. In 2019 the
govermment was
mformed that the existin
waterways were so bros
decades ago that one mil-
lion cusecs water could
east]}' pass through them
but their size has shrunk
now because of encroach-
ment and unplanned
development. Now only
100,000 cusecs of water
can pass through these
waterways, Rivers have
been encroached upon by
the builder mafia, and
even sewerage drains
have not been spared.
What has been done
cannot be undone, but the
government can at least
identify the waterways
that are occupied by vari-
ous vested interesis and

make efforts to clear the
same so that future floods
and rains do not turn out
to be as devastating as the
current ones. The timber
mafia. whose greed for
profit has also complicat-
ed the situation, should
also be reined in.

As far as relief effors
are concemned, it 15 not
the federal body or the
provincial disaster man-
agement that should be
handling these activities
across  the  country
Instesd, the local bodies
should be tasked to deal
with the situation. But
unfortunately, our politi-
cians have unjustified
contempt for devolution
of powers:

he PPP which takes
credit  for the 13th
Amendment is not ready
to transfer powers to dis-
tricts, towns and union
councils. In Sindh it has
effectively defanged local
government instiulions,
concentrating all powers
in the hands of the
provingial wovermment

Imran Khan had prom-
1sed to devolve such pow-
ers, arguing that legisla-
tors should not be given
any development funds at
all’ as local governments
were responsible for tak-
ing care of such develop-
ment work, but he opened
the gates of the national
exchequer Ffor elected
parliamentarians, show-
ering billions of rupees to
carry out uplift projects

The wisits of Prime
Minister  Sharil  and
Foreign Minister Bilawal
Bhutto-Zardari are com-
mendable, but there is no
point in squandening pre-
cious state Tesources on
VIP movements, aerial
visits and advertisement
campaigns

eginning  on

Mav 24, the

W oo r | d
Economic

Forum 15 gath-

ering n Davos,
Switzerland for an in-per-
son  meeting, discussing
the global tax system an
financial inclusion
Thanks 1w protests and
mew research, however,
participants will not be
ahle to avoid the elephant
i the room. the surging

mequality of wealth dur-
g the pandemic )
As  the Institute for

Policy Studies (11*5) and
Inequality.org have docu-
mented over the last two
vears of a global pandem-
ic, billionaire assets have
surged while millions lost
their lives and livelihoods

A mew report from
Oxfam dramatizes how
hundreds of millions of
Eenp[e around the world
ave shid Further into
poverty during this time
period. In a detailed
examination of the food
and agriculture industry,
Crcfam found that billion-
gires in that industry saw
their wealth increase by
%382 billion during the
pandemic An emergency
windfall tax on their
wealth increaze alone (to
say nothing of their pre-
pandemic hillions) could
end world hunger and
double the incomes of 545
million small-scale farm-
ers

In January, an analysis
by the Fight Ineguality
Alliance, Instifute [or
Policy Studies, Oxfam,
and the Patriotic
Millionaires found thal an
annual wealth tax starting
at just 2 percent for those

Inequality and

unger

with more than $3 million,
3 percent for those with
over 530 million, and up
t 5 percent for billion-
aires:  could penerate
upwards of $2 52 trillion a
vear. That's enough to lift
2.3 billion peaple oot of
poverty, fund vaceines for
everyone in the world, and
deliver universal health-
care and social protections
for all the citzens of low-
and lower-middle-income
countries.

A group of over 150
millionaires released a
strong statement calling
on Davos attendees to face
the dangers of runaway
wedalth —inequality  and
speak out in favor of
national efforts to levy
progressive income and
wealth taxes on the ultra-
wealthy, “The truth is that
‘Davos’ doesn’t deserve
the world's trust right
now,” the statement reads,
“For  all the countless
hours spent lking about
making the world & better
place, the conference has
produced little tangibie
value amidst a torrent of
self-congratulations,”

“Linti participants
acknowledpe the simple,
effective solution staring
them in the face — taxing
the rich - the people of the
world will continue to see
their so-called dedication
to fixing the world's prob-
lems as little more than a
performance

The letter 15 signed by
actor and activist Mark
Ruffalo, as well as sup-

orters of the In Tax We

rust movement mcluding
Abigail [Msnev, Morrs
Pearl, and Nick Hanauer,
These millicnaires deliv-
ered the In Tax We Trust

letter directly to the World
Eccnomic Forfum offices
in Mew York and Geneva,
and attended pro-taxation
demaonstrations al the out-
skirts of the elite com-
pound in Davos itself

A5 the Institute for
Policy Studies (IPS) and
Inequality ore have docu-
mented over the last two
yvears of a plobal pandem-
ic, billionaire assets have
surged while millions lost
their lives and livelihoods,

A pew  report  from
Oxfam dramabizes how
hundreds of mallions of
|:eu:u]:r|e around the world
wave slid Forther  into
poverty during this fime
period. In a detailed
examination of the food
and  agriculture. industry,
Oxfam found that billion-
aires in that mdustry saw
their wealth increase bw
£382 billion during the
pandemic. An emergency
windfall tax on their
wealth mncrease alone (1o
say nothing of their pre-
pandemic billions) could
end world hunger and
double the incomes of 345
million small-scale farm-
Brs,

In January, an analysis
by the Fight Imequality
Alliance,  Institute for
Policy Studies, Oxfam,
and the Patriotic
Millionaires found thas an
annual wealth tax starting
at just 2 percent for those
with more than $5 mullion,
3 percent for those with
over 530 nullion, and up
to 5 percent for billion-
aires  could penerate
upwards of $2.52 trillion a
year. That's enough to hift
2.3 hillion peaple out of
poverty, fund vaccines for
evervone in the world
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Rains, flash floods:
39 children among 187
Killed in Punjab

LAHORE Al least 187
people, including 39 chil-
dren, have lost their lives
in flash floods trigged by
heavy rains in Punjab,
says Provincial Disaster
Management Authority
(PDMA ) on Wednesday

According 1o details,
the Provincial [hsasler
.\-'[am;}‘gcmml Authority
(PDMA)} has released a
report containing  the
details of the damage
caused by monsoon rains

and flash floods in
Punjab

e PDMA, in s
report, stated that the

recent hi‘ﬂ‘v'}" monsoon

rainsg and  subsequent
floods have Killed almost
187 people — including 39
children and 42 women —
and injured over 2.023
others in Punjab

The report  Ffurther
highlighted that almost
46,320 homes were either
partially or completely
damaged in the relentless
downpours across  the
rovince.  Rains. and
oods also caused death
to over two lakh large
animals. Over 15,592 peo-
ple were living in the
reliel’ camps established
by the provincial govern-
ment. The PDMA Punjab

said the authority in con-
cert with other govern-
ment organisations is car-
rving out refief activities

in the flood-ravaged
areas. A day earlier, the
Linited Mations (LIN)

issued a flash appeal for
$160 million 1o help
Pakistan cope with cata-
strophic Hoods that have
killed more than 1100
people and affected 33
million people.”Pakistan
is awash in suffering,”
UN  Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres said in
a video message for the
launch of the appeal in
Istamabad NP

No decision yet
taken for tomato,
onions import from
India: Qamar

ISLAMABAD

Commerce Minister
Maveed  OQamar  on
Wednesday  1old  the
Senate  commities  on

commerce that the gov-
ernment has not  yet
decided about import of
onions and  tomatoes
from India

The ministry of com-
merce has decided 1o
import onions and toma-
toes from Afuhanistan
and fran. he said in a
meeting of the Senate
committee while replving
a query of Senator
Palwasha Khan,

Palwasha Khan said
that the finance minister
has recently said that the
private firms have rec-
ommended import  of
onions _and  tomatoes
from India. “Whether the
COMMErce Ministry comn-
sidering import of these
vegetabiles from India,”
the senator questioned in
a session of the Senate
standing committee for
commerce, presided over
by  Sepator Zeeshan
Khanzada.

“No decision vet taken
about import of tomatoes
and onions from India”

COMMerce minister
replied

“The vegetables will
be imported through pri-
vite companies from [ran
and Afghanistan and the
rovernment will act as
acilitator in it," Naveed
Oamar said

“The decision with
regard to import from
India will be taken after
consultation with stake-
holders,” minister said
“However, no permission
%ra!_ma;l for impont from
ndia till now"”

“Flooding has wreaked
havec with the agricul-
ture sector, which could
result in food shortage
from the next month,” fie
said. “Flooding has dam-
aged crops and new crops
could not be cultivated
owing to water standing
on agricultural lands,
minister further said
“Vegetable prices are
soaring i (he country,”
he added

The  Ministry  of
Commerce in a session
on Tuesday decided to
import onions and toma-
toes from Afghanistan
and lran to control soar-
ing prices in the country.

A meeting chaired by
Commerce Minister
Maveed Qamar al Federal
Ministry of Commerce,
reviewed availability of
tomatoes and onions in
the country.

The sesion decided to
facilitate  import  of
onions  and  tomatoes
from Afghanistan and
Iran 1o meel the demand
of these vegetables in the
country,

“The country will face
shortage of onions and
tomatoes in the next three
months,” the meeting
was informed in a brief-
ing, "Current  flooding
has damaged crops and a
shortage and  hike in
prices s expected,” the
participants briefed

“Import of tomatoes
and onions will help in
availability and stabiﬁm-
tion of prices of these
vegetables in the coun-
try,” the meeting told

The session also decid-
cd to get relief in levies
and duties on import of
tomatoes  and  onions
from the Economic
Coordination Committes
of the federal
cabiner INP

QUETTA: A view of drown house in flooded water at Dasht .

The court has granted seven days to
PTI Chairman to submit his answer

ISLAMABAD:The
Islamabad  High Coart
IHC) on Wednesday
directed the former Prime
Minister and Chairman
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) Imran Khan to
resubmit  his response
within the next seven
days in the contempt of
court case against him for
threatening a female

judge

‘nijhile iving his argu-
ments to the Chief Justice
Athar  Minallah, the
Advocate General
Jahangir Jadoon said that
HC has given its verdict
on the torture case of PTI
leader Shahbaz Gill. He
said,"l can present the
record of all Imran
Khan's statements on it "

The Chief Justice while
stopping the Advocate
General Jahangir Jadoon,
said that this case is
between the court and the
person accused of alleged
contempt of court )

The C1 said, "Despite
the hearing in the court,
Imran Khan zave a state-
ment against the judge
The former government

had made such a law that
critics would be impris-
oned for 6 months, Those
who eriticized the instifu-
tions under the PECA
Ordinance would not get
& months bail "

The CJ asked Imran
Khan that whatever vou
have to write, write care-
fully. "You should also
estimate the seriousness
of this matter.” he said.

While Justice Mian
Gul Hassan Aurangzeb
said that contempt of
court heanng could have
completed today  but
because of this answer it
cannot be completed. The
Chief’ Justice added that
the change will come
after all mstitution will
work according to the
constimtion

Meanwhile, the (I
concluded saying, “All
Lucllclal proceedings will

e kept wransparent. It 15
necessary to follow the
decisions of the Supreme
Court on contempt of
court cases,"

After the hearing, the
court ordered Imran Khan
to re-submit his answer in

the court, While the court
has granted seven davs to
PTI Chairman to submit
his answer, The court was
later adjourned  till
Sptember 8§,

Earlier, PTl chairman
Imran Khan appeared
before Islamabad High
Court (IHC) in the con-
tempt of court case after a
show-cause notice

While Justice Mian
Gul Hassan Aurangzeb
said that contempt of
court hearing could have
completed today  but
because of this answer it
cannot be completed. The
Chiet Justice added that
the change will come
after all institution will
work according to the
constitution.

Meanwhile, the I
concluded saying, "All
_'Iudlciﬂt proceedings will
be kept transparent, It is
necessary to follow the
decisions of the Supreme
Court on contempt of
court cases.”

After the hearing, the
eourt ordered Imran Khan
to re-submit his answer in
the court INP

QUETTA: SSP Operations Abdul Haq Umrani wear flower garland to police

inspector of city police station Muhammad Anwer Khokher during retirement

ceremony at civil line .

IHC serves notice
over Imran Khan’s plea
to abolish terror case

ISLAMABAD The
Islamabad High Court (THC) on
Wednesday served notices in a

etition filed by PTI Chairman
mran Khan to abolish terrorism
case against him for threatenin
# female judge and Islamabad
police officials. ; I

A division bench including
Chief  Justice ITHC Athar
Minallah and Jlustice Saman
Rafat heard the proceedings of
the case and served notices to
respondents in the case for
September 08.

n Tuesday, I[mran Khan
moved Islamabad High Court
{THC} for the dismissal of terror-
ism case registered for allegedly
threatening G 1slamabad, DIC
and female magisirate and all
three of them along with the

SHO were made respondents in
the petition

In the petition, Imran Khan
noted that he has served as
prime minister of the countrv
and was the captain of Pakistan
team that won the World Cup

“Efforts were made to estab-
lish peace in the country while
Us . withdrawal from
Afghanistan_was ensured,” the
former premier said, adding that
the PTl-led government took
measures to cope with economic
issues amid the coronavirus pan-
demic.He pointed out that the
sovernment had registered a ter-
rorism case against him on o a
statement  about  Inspector-
Cieneral of Police (1GP), Deputy
Inspector-General (DIG) and a
female magistrate.

Imran Khan further said thai
he had asked For legal action
against the three personalities,
urging that the termorism case
a imlat him should be declared
ilega

“Efforts were made to estab-
lish peace in the country while
us withdrawal from
Afghanistan was ensured,” the
former premier said, adding that
the PTl-led government took
measures to cope with economic
issues amid the coronavirus pan-
demic.

He pointed out that the gov-
ernment had rezistered a terror-
ism case against him on a state-
ment about [nspector-General of
Police (iI(iP}x eputy Inspector-
General (DIG) and a female
magistrate, [INP

NEPRA okays Rs3.63
per unit refund for K-electric
consumers in July bills

ISLAMABAD: The National
Electric Power Regulatory
Authority {Nepra) has approved
a relief of Rs3.63 per unit for K-
Electric consumers in the bills
for July after the power utility
suggesied a relief of Rs3 47 per
unit. o ;
The reduction in power tariff
under fuel adjustment charges
will however, not be applicable
on lifeline consumers.
Earlier in the day, it was
reported that the K-Electric will
likely refund Rs3 47 per unit to
consumers in electricity bills for
July after MNepra's approval fol-
lowing less expense on fuel
According to a spokesperson

for K-Electric, a hearing for a
negative fuel au:dljustm ent charges
will be held today by Nepra and
after approval from the regulato-
ry body, the refund wall be
included in the electricity bills
for the consumers “The con-
sumers will get a relief after a
decrease in fuel prices globally,”
the power utility said."The tanff
of electricity supﬂlled from the
Centre dechned by 31 percent
while RLNG prices went down
by 16 percent” the k-Electric
spokesperson said. “The price of
furnace oil however rose by 4
percent.”

The spokesperson added that
they have submitted a request

Monsoon
flooding death toll
reaches 1162

ISLAMABAD: Flash floods triggered by heavy
monsoon rains continue to wreak havoe across
much of Pakistan as 36 more died in 24 hours, tak-
ing the death toll from calamity to 1162

According to the National Disaster Management
report, the heavy rains and flood have killed 249
Emplc in Balochistan, 405 in Sindh, 187 in Punjab,
257 in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 41 in Azad Kashmir

and 22 in Gilgit-Baltistan

The report added that 730483 cattle died and
more thanl037000 houses have been damaged due
to rains and floods across the country

Furthermore, the floods have also caused great
damage to the infrastructure and roads. Reportedly.
2328 kilometers of highways were affected in !*'sf]m:iH
and 60 bridees were damaged. In KP, 1389 km roads
were affected and 84 bridges were damaged. While
in Gilgit-Balustan, 16 kilometers of highways and
65 bridges were affected by the flood INP

Indus super flood
avoided for time being,

for overburdening the con-
sumers by Rsi4.33 per unit
under quarterly adjustment
charges for Apnl to June “The
consumer will not be generatly
overburdened under uniform
crl.larlerl}- adjusiment charges,”
the power u!lhti' claimed.

On August 11, the National
Electric ~Power Regulatory
Authority (Nepra) on Thursday
increased the power tanff for K-
Electric consumers by Rsll.10
per Linit.

The :}Fpﬂ)v:ﬂ WaE  EIven in
terms of fuel adjustment charges
for June 2022 and the increase
will not be aﬁplitﬂb]ufor lifeline
consumers. [P

QUETTA: Activities of Pakistan patriotic youth hold protest
rally at Manan Chowcek.

Two Chinese planes
carrying flood relief
g0ods reach Karachi

KARACHL

Two

Yuan for Pakistan, affect-

Miftah ismail
again hints at
allowing

imports from
India

ISLAMABAD Finance
Mimster Miftah lsmmil has once
asain hinted at allowing import of
food ntems from arch-rival India,
s_ﬁyinlg that more than one interna-
tional agency has sought approval
[y b]"!l'l_g?ﬁl.“l(ifﬂmﬂs froam the neigh-
Huurlng country through land bor-

er

In_a message from his Twitter
handle, Miftah Ismail said that
more  than  one  international
agency have ainpmachwd the gov-
emment to allow them to bring
Food 1tems from India through the
land border for flood affectees.

“The [zovernment] will take the
decision to allow imports or not
based on supply shﬂrlagi:_a position,
alter consulting its coalinon part-
ners land] key stakeholders™ he
said.

On Mosday, Ismasl has hinted at

importing vegetables and other
edible items from India after
recent floods  destroved  crops
across the country.
. Addressing a press conference
in Islamabad, Miftah Tsmail said
that the zovernment can consider
importing vegetables and other
edible items from India to facili-
tate people in wake of the destruc-
tion of standing crops i Pakistan
due to recent floods.

O August 5, India’s BIP gov-
emment moved a bill in the upper
house of the parliament (Rajava
Sabhal to remove Article 370 from
the Indian constitution amid oppo-
sition members’ protest,

It was later signed by Indian
President Ram Nath Kovind, stnp-
ping the siate of Kashmir off is
5?'.!_&![&' status and turming 1t into a
Union Territory with the legisla-
ture [MP

BISE Lahore
announces

matric results
2022

LAHORE: All nine Punjab
boards have announced their
results for the Secondary
School Certilicate (55C) Part
Il (matriculation ).

The results were announced
by the boards at 10am,

BISE Bahawalpur, BISE
Rawalpindi, BISE DG Khan,
BISE ga rodha, BISE Sahiwal,
BISE aisalabad, BISE
Guiranwala, BISE Lahore, and
BISE  Multan  have  all

announged results. [NP

i

read that China would

thanks to rainfall pause

SUKKLR: Indus River has been in high flood at
Sukkur, Guddy and Taunsa barrages while the threat of
extremely high food has been avoided for the time
being on Wednesday, owing to pause in rainfall

Fload water pressing protective dyvkes. while people
of the katcha ares are shifting to safer places

Indus river has been in high flood at Taunsa Barmgt*
with the water inflow and outflow measured 6,08, 134
cusecs. The river has also been in high flood at Guddu
Barrage with the water inflow and outflow measured
5,18,706 cusecs. At Sukkur Barrase water inflow and
outflow has been measured 5,29 817 cusecs

The river has been m medium ood in downstream
at Kotn Barrage with inflow of water 3,79,923 cusecs,
while outflow at the barrage has been 3,77, 148 cusecs

The water inflow and outflow in Indus at Chashma
has been 488,015 cusecs. while at Jinnah Barrage of

Kalabagh water inflow and discharge has

been

3.03,5379 cusecs, according to the water record.

Indus River water intlow and outflow has been
2,02,300 a1 Tarbela. The water level is returning o nor-
mal at Tarbela dam, Flood Forecasting Division said

Kabul River has been in high Moo

The water Mow

pdmin the river at Nowshera has dropped to 1,117,000
cusecs from 3, 15,000 cusecs three davs azo INP

‘Justice must be seen to be done’
in Imran Khan’s contempt of
court case: Marriyum

ISLAMABAD: Ministe
r for Information and
Broadcasting  Marriyum
Auvrangreb on
Wednesday said “justice
must be seen 1o be done™
in the contempt of court
case being heard by the

Islamabad High Court
against former prime
minester Imran Khan.
“The region’s most
popular leader and three-
time prime minister
(Nawaz  Sharif) was

harred from heading the

party after his lifetime
disqualification on
account of nol receiving
salary from s son will
the help of Black's Law
Ductionary, and senl (o
jail along with s daugh-
ter, " she said in a seres
of tweets,

If justice were to be
done on the “basis of
popularity” then why it
was ignored in the case of
Nawaz Sharif, the minis-
ter questioned.

" If lmran Khan has

been given seven days
fime (1o submit s reply
in the contempt ca.-'.z;
then Damval A, Tala
Chaudhry  and MNaihal
Hashmi should also have
been mven such conces-
sion,” she said, adding “if
today's decision is nght
then the past verdicts ( in
the contempt of court
cases) should also be cor-
rected, and if those (the
past ones) were correct
then the justice should be
seen to be done in the

instant case.”

Minister for
Information and
Broadcasting Marriyum
Aurangreb o

Wednesday said “jusuce
must be seen o be dong”
in the contempt of court
case being heard by the
Isln_ﬂmba&' High {).‘;rurl
against former prime
minister Imran Khan
“The region's most
popular leader and three-
time prime minister
(Mawaz Sharif) was
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barred from heading INP
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Chingse planes carrying
flood relief items amid
devastating floods in the
country reached Karachi
on Wednesday, the Civil

Aviation © Authority
(CAA) told

According 10 a state-
ment jssued by a CAA

spokesperson, fwo plancs
filled with flood-relief
items reached the Jinnah
International Airport
Karachi on Wednesday
The planes carry relief
iems such as blankets,
tents and edibles, they
added

The statement read that
China would send more
planes filled with flood-
refief items in the coming
days. China, so far, has
sent 4 planes carrying
Nood-reliel items, they
added

The statement added
that the items were
received by the Pakistan
Army and  Foreign
Ministry officials China
announced financial
assistance of 100 million

|

press conference.

QUETTA: BAP leader Senat

ed by flash floods, which
have left thousands
marconed  since  mid-
June The financial assis-
tance was announced in a
message delivered by
Chinese Ambassador (o
Pakistan MNong Rong 1o
President. Anf Alvi and
Prime Minister Shehbaz
SharifIn the message,
Chinese President Xi
Jinping and Premier Li
Keqiang have expressed
grief and solidarity with
the Pakistani jeadership
and people over human
and  financial  losses
caused by floods in the
country.

China announced an
assistance grant of |00
million Yuan, besides the
dispatch of 25,000 tents
and other  assistance
items. The lirst batch of
relief aid containing 300
tents would arrive in
Karachi today. The
Chinese ambassador
would hand over these
articles to the Pakistani
authorities. The statement

S =

r Na&hulluh Bazai addressing a

send more planes filled
with flood-relief items in
the coming days. China,
so far, has sent 4 planes
carrying flood-relief
items, they added

The statement added
that the items were
received by the Pakistan
Army and  Foreign
Mimnistry officials China
announced financial
assistance of 100 million
Yuan for Pakistan, affect-
ed by flash floods, which
have lell  thousands
marooned  since  mid-
June The financial assis-
tance was announced in a
message delivered by
Chinese Ambassador to
Pakistan MNong Rong to
President Arf Alvi and
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharil Tn the message,
Chinese  President X
Jinping and Premier Li
Keqgiang have expressed
rief and solidanty with
the Pakistani leadership
and people over human
and  financial losses

caused by floods INP
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Maryam promises rebuilding homes,
compensation for losses to flood victims

RAJANPUR: PML-N Vice President Maryam Nawaz Shant on Wednesday promised to rebuild homes
of the flood hit communities and compensate them against the losses they had suffered in the catastrophic
floods triggered by torrential monsoon rains that turned into ferocious hill torrents, hitting Rajanpur and

Dera Ghaz Khan districts.

During her visit to Fazalpur city, the only urban area of Rajanpur submerged by the Aoods, the PML-N
central leader sympathized with the flood victims including women and children and told them that the fed-
eral government would not leave them alone in the extremely difTicult times.

Maryam said she realized the pain and agony inflicted by floods on the people of Rajanpur and was
deeply saddened after witnessing homes destroyed in streets and Mohallahs of Fazaalpur

e PML-N vice president said she was visiting flood hit areas on the instructions of his father, PML-N
Supremo Muhammad Nawaz Shanf so that the flood hit people should not feel themselves alone.
“| am here to promise PML-N will leave no stone unturned in serving the people. These are testing imes
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KOHISTAN: Commissioner Hazara Division and Deputy Cao

mmissioner Lower Indus Kohistan

District briefing Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif on the rescue and relief activities in
the flood affected areas of Indus Kohistan District.

Imran Khan to address
public rally in
Chishtian on Sept 07

Rupee continues
upward trend
against dollar in
interbank

KARACHL The Pakistani rupee
continued to recover in_the interbank
markel. extending ils gains against the
LS dollar For the second consecutive
session on Wednesday.

According to details, the local cur-
rency was trading at Rs 21850 after
gaining 1.60 against US dollar around

JS0am i interbank  market
Meanwhile, the U5 dollar was being
traded at Rs220 to Rs222 in open mar-
ket
A day earlier, the Pakistani rupee
iumpcd by Rsl .80 against the US dol-
ar in the interbank market after the
International Monetary Fund (IMF)
revived the much-awaited bailout pro-
gramme.

Data shared by the State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP) stated that the
Pakistani rupee closed at Rs220,12
after gﬁmmg Rsl. 80 against the LS
dollar, up 0.82 percent,

The rupee’s recovery comes after
the International Monetary Fund
(IMF)} approved the seventh and
eighth reviews of Pakistan’s Extended
Fund Facility Programme (EFF)

The Fund in a press release
announced that the executive board
completed the combined seventh and
gighth reviews of the “extended
arrangement” under the Extended
Fund Facility (EFF) for Pakistan
~ *The board’s decision allows for an
immediate disbursement of SDR 894
million (about $1.1 billion), bringing
total purchases for budget supporl

under the arrangement to about
LS$3.9  billion,” the statement
read INP

Pakistan reports
six deaths, 227
covid-19 cases in
24 hours

ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan  has
recorded  six-coronavirus  related
deaths and 227 fresh Covid-19 cases
during the last 24 hours, National
Institute of Health (NIF), says on
Wednesday. ) e

According to the statistics 1ssued by
Mational Institute of Health (NIH), a
total of 15,475 Covid-19 diagnostic
tests were conducted, of which 227
samples came back positive

eanwhile, six more patients suc-
cumbed to the coronavires during the
same period F::rllewu;ﬁ:;he detection
of new cases, the COVID-19 positivi-
ty ratio stood at 147 percent, moving
slightly up from 1.34pc, recorded a
day earlier. )

The NIH, in the statement, said
almost 115 coronavirus patients were
being treated in the Intensive Care
Units (ICLT) across the country at dif-
ferent medical facilities.

It is pertinent to mention here that &
tatal of over 1.5 million Covid-19
cases have been reported in Pakistan
so far, while the total number of coro-
navirues-related deaths has reached
30581 INP

Nepra approves

Rs4.34 hike in
electricity tariff

ISLAMABAD: Al atime when peo-
ple are already suffering on account of
nsing prices of cssential items, the
National Electric Power Regulatory
Authority (NEPRA)} on Wednesday
dropped another bombshell on them
by approving Rs4 34 per unit increase
in the electricity tariff

The increase was announced under
the head of monthly adjustment of

Jul

%EPRA officials said that due to the
violation of merit order, the Authority
had to pay over Rs7 billion extra,

Similarly, they added, the shortage
of LNG EI_.[I an additional burden of
aver Rs6 billion on the NEPRA which
they ultimately had to pass on to the
consumers, NEPRA officials said thal
due to the violation of merit order, the
Aunthonity had to pav over Rs7 billion
extra. Similarly, they added, the short-
a%e of LNG put an additional burden
of over Rso billion on the NEPRA
which they ultimatelv had to pass on
to the consumers. It is worth-remind-
ing here that the Central Power
Purr:hasiu%: Agency (CPPA) had
reguested for Rs4.69 per unit increase
in the power tarift. INP

CHISHTIAN . Former prime
minister and PTT Chairman Imran
Khan will attend a public gather-
ing in Chishtian city of the Punjab
province, resuming his u:zgmpm‘gn-
ing after cancelling public rallies
in Karachi and Peshawar follow-
ing devastating floods in the coun-

Lr}llﬂlﬂ]'l Khan will be joining
cam;mignin- for by-election i
PP-24| after the Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
announced to hold by elections on
11 constituencies vacated after
resignations of the PTI MNAs,
Imran Khan is contesting on all
seats as the candidate
PPP leader Aon Abbas visited
the venue of public gathening on
Wednesday along with the Tocal
PTI leaders and reviewed armange-
ments for the public rally. )
Imran Khan has suspended his
F]alitlmj campaigning to visit
ood-atfected areas in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and arranging a

telethon 1o tet ﬁ]&dﬂges of Rs5 bil-
lien Tunds for the flood victims in
the cuuut]?'
_Imran Khan on Monday held an
international telethon to raise
funds from within the country and
overseas Pakistanis for the flood
victims According to  Senator
Faisal Javed Khan, who moderat-
ed the event, the former prime
minister collected over RsS billion
in donations in 3 hours long flood
telethon. Chief ministers of Punjab
and Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
Pervaiz Elahi and Mahmood Khan
former premier’s ex-assistant
on social protection Sania Nishear,
celebrities, and other politicians
joined Tmran Khan's tefethon
Speaking during Live Telethon
which was telecast by a number of
TV channels, the PTI chief said
entire Pakistan had been affected
by the floods generated by back-
to-back meonsoon rains. He said
more than 1000 people died due to
devastating flonds. [INP

Dadu: Floodwater from
Balochistan enters Khairpur
Nathan Shah

DADU: Leaving a trail of
devastation behind, floodwa-
ter from Balochistan on
Wednesday entered imn
Khairpur MNathan Shah after
causing breach n the Main
wNara Valley (MNV) Drain,

After overtopping the Indus
Highway, the floodwater is
heading towards Juhi and sur-
rounding the town from all
four sides. The citizens work-
ing day and night on the ring
road 1o save the town.

An carlier report said that
after breach in the MNV
drain, the floodwater has
entered in the Degree College,
hospital and also ravaged
arcund 100 houses in the New
City Colony near the college
in Juhi _

An increase in water in the
MNV drain also posing threat
ta Dadu, the main town in the

district, Chief Mimster of
Sindh 15 expected lo wvisil
Cadu today, lo inspect flood-
ing situation in the area,

A spokesperson of Pakistan
Navy has said that 253 people
have been rescued with boats
from Gozo village of Dadu
district. In the late night res-
cue operation, rescued per-
sons were shifted via helicop-

ters to safer place.

_Four dead bodies among
five persons drowned in
Sehwan, have been retrieved,
according the navy
spokesman. Maoreover.,  an

evacuation operation has been
underway at Meeran Maachhi
and Raees Jamal Hassan Goth.
Flood victims being provided
medical facilities. ration
items, food and other essen-
tial items, Pakistan Nawvy
spokesman added NP

China Mobile offers free calling
minutes in flood-hit areas

[SLAMABAD:; Zong 4G
(CMPak), the subsidiary of China
Mabile Communications
Corporation, has started offering
free calling minutes to its ysers in
flond-affected areas of Pakistan
“Zong understands the difficult
times that the nation is poing
through and we are here to make
sure that ¥ou remain connected
with vour loved ones; We are
offering free Zong minutes daily,
for flood-affected citizens.” reads
a statement of Zong 4G

According to a Gwadar Pro's
report, users can avail free min-
utes by dialing *9090# from their
maobile sets,

The Chinese cellular company
announced the package when
monsoon rains and floods dam-
aped over ome million houses in
Pakistan, affecting 33,046,329
people. ]

At least 1162 people were killed
and 3554 others injured during
this VEar's MOnScon
season CMPak envisions enabling
g fully connected environment for

Pakistanis by leveraging the tech-
nological edge in 4G LTE, whilst
providing the most reliable and
affordable products 1n the market

On the technological front,
CMPak draws heavily from the
research and experience of China
Maobile Communications
Corporation, which is the largest
telecom  service provider in the
world, thus enabling cutting-edge.
state-of-the-art services to sub-
scribers.

CMPak has the largest 4G sub-
scriber base and the widest 4G
coverage across the length and
breadih of the country, providing
stable, affordable, and reliable
services to the customers.

Atleast 1162 people were killed
and 3554 others injured dumng
this ‘eaT’s | mMonsoon
season. CNPak envisions enabling
a fully connected environment for
Pakistanis by leveraging the tech-
nological edge in 4G LTE, whilst
providing the most reliable and
itrI:?;F::rdah e products in the market

that forced the people to settle in rehef camps. But they must not worry. Federal government would not
only rebuild your homes but also compensate against losses,” she added :
Maryam said, she held in high esteem the unbreakable relationship of love and respect with the people,

adding this relationship would stay alive forever.

She met with women availing shelter at a relief camp on a road near Daanish School Fazalpur, talked to

them and hugged children there.

She praised the women for their courage of survival and said that relief operation was in progress while
rehabilitation process would also begin soon to restore life on the landscape ravaged by floods.

She distributed tents, food items, medicines, blankets, and clothes among the affected people Deputy
Speaker Punjab Assembly Sardar Sher Ali Gorcham thanked Maryam MNawaz Shant for paying visit to the
flood hit areas, adding it rekindled hopes among the affected people that they would soon be returning to

normal life INP

IRA not be effective to “pull
down” the inflation rate, says
Pakistani Analyst

ISLAMABAD: It has now become “bitter™ reali-
tv that passing and promulgating of numerous acts
by the EIS government clearly demonstrates that it
has been geared-up against China’s immense cor-
porate, energy and technological rise.

According to Gwadar Pro, Pakistani Analvst
Mehmoed Ul Hassan Khan, Executive Director of
the Center for South Asia & International Studies
{CSAIS) stated, most recently the US president Joe
Biden has signed a new legislation namely “The
Inflation Red%lctinn Act 1IR.:%}“ which includes s0-
called large investments in making health care and
prescription. drugs making that more affordable,
ighting climate change and taxing wealthy corpo-
rations. The US Independent economists uphold
that the IRA would not be effective to “pull down”
the inflation rate. The international media has
termed it is a “slimmed-down” version of the Build
Back Better bill, which aimed to make historic
investments in the nation’s social salety net.

On the other hand, the White House still believes
that the TRA makes the largest investment in com-
bating climate change in U5 history, lowers the
cost of prescription drugs and raises taxes on cor-
porations. But international experts contradict its
tall ¢laims. The US president Biden asserted that
the legislation would bring inflation relief to
Amercans. But one early study shows that in real-
ity, the IRA likely would not reduce prices at all. In

inflation Moreover,  the
Congressional Budger Office (CBO), a federal
agency that provides budezet and economic infor-
mation to Congress also reconfirms that the TRA
will barely make a dent on inflatton in the near
term and could even nudge it upward.

It predicts that it will have a very small effect on
inflation in 2022_ and in 2023 it will change infla-
tion somewhere between (.1 percentage point
lower and 0.1 percentage point higher than 1t is cur-
rently Frankly speaking, the IRA demonstrates
Washington's fraught vet isolationist mentality. It is
another tplanned and articulated scheme of arrange-
ments of the US government to contain the Chinese
global superiority in terms of diverse productive
channels, and integrated persuasions of green ener-
gies. Thus, the US IRA may ironically end up only
inflaming its runaway inflation, further disrupt the
global industrial chain, and deter achieving climate
goals So chipping away the global chips and IRA
would not vield any substantial economic good for
the US government The TRA followed the just
Easseld CHIPS Act, which emphasizes how
Vashington Felt it has been intimidated by China's
rising tech prowess and its own inbuilt incompe-
tence in maintaining its so-called supremacy in
new-energy vehicle (NEY) technology amid a lin-
gering tech war it has launched against the world's
second-largest economy. It signals that the US is
I ] -away” from a fair and transparent
international competition. INP

any impact  on

IHC orders removal of Azam
Khan’s name from Stop List

out of respect. “And Azam made a mis-
take il he chose not (o go there,” he

this rcigard. the Penn Wharton Budget Model now “fleein
{PWBM), emphasized that the IRA will not have
China
dispatches
Y-20 aircraft to
. [SLAMABAD. The Islamabad High
deliver Court (1) on Wednesday ordered the
humanitarian removal of the name of Azam Khan, for-
; mer principal secretary to ex-Prime
S“]][]I]'E'S Minister Imran Khan, from the Stop

to Pakistan

ISLAMABALD: China's
Air Force dispatched Y-20
aircraft to deliver human-
itariar _supplies  to
Pakistan, including 3,000
tents, to the government
of Pakistan in a bid to
help Pakistan manage res-
cue and reliel operation in
all Nood-sincken areas in
the country

After Pakistan has been
grappling  with heavy

rains and flash flood
calamities causing
humanitarian crisis

including infrastrueciure
destruction, viclims' dis-
placement, homelessness
and deaths, China  has
come up with aid deliver-
ies as a fulfilment of its
brotherhood commitment
with Pakistan and obliga-
tions as a resp{:nsif‘.ﬁl&
global power, according
1o & report published by
Gwadar Pro on Tuesday

People from  different
spheres  of  |ife  have
heaped praise for the ges-
ture of China when it
announced  to  provide
relief and cash assistance
to Pakistan aflTected by
Mash Moods and property
destruction, wlich have
left thousands marooned
singe mid-Tune

Zulekha Bibi, a flood
victim in Balohistan said,
"my hushband works in a
Chinese company and
simge the day the compa-
iy knew that fact that Our
home collapsed due to
torrential rain, we have
been given another house
to live with provision of
daily home. essentiali-
ties "INP

Floods: Imran
Khan to visit
Sindh province
on Sept 05

KARACHI: Former
prime mimister and PTI

Chairman _Imran  Khan
will visit Sindh province
on September 03 as the

province remains maost
affected in the recent
floods that devastated the
entire country

Head of FTI Sindh Ali
Zaidi _while announcing
the wisit said that Imran
Khan  will arrive in
Sukkur on September 05,

Khan has suspended his
political campaigning to
visit flood-affected areas
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
and arranging a_telethon
to pet pledoes of Rs3 bil-
lion funds for the flood
victims in the country.

Imran lhan on

Monday held an interna-
tienal telethon to raise
funds. INP

UETTA: Activities of Government Teachers Association hold protest rally at Manan

chowek.

List.

The [HC alse directed Azam to appear
before the parliament’s Public Accounts
Committee (FAC) whenever summoned

Earlier during the hearing of the peti-
tion filed by ex-principal secretary, IHC
Chief Justice (CJ) Justice Athar
Minallah asked as o why the PAC had
summoned Azam

The petitioner’s counsel replied that
his client had been summoned 1o explain
his position in Tayyaba Gull sexual
harassment case

The THC CJ remarked that whenever a
Ear]iamentar',' body summons some-

ody, he or she should appear before it

Y

SEHWAN: A view of drown house at le’l.

opined

The assistant attorney general (AAG),
on the occasion, said that it was on PAC
directives that Azam’s name had been
put on the Stop List

C] Minaliah remarked as how a par-
liamentary committee could give such
instructions. “When this court cannot do
anvthing illegal, nobody else can” he
stated em phaticallj,f.

He reminded that this court had earhi-
er, in its observations, said that there
was no law behind the Stop List. “After
all Azam is a government servant, He is
not ﬁning anywhere,” he added.

The AAG told the coun that the for-
mer pancipal secretary did not appear
before the body despite the fact that he
was summoned repeatedly INP

No let-up in skyrocketing
prices of vegetables

ISLAMABAD The pnces of veseta-
bles have gone skyrocketing in the coun-
try after a disruption in their supply on
account of devastating tloods onginat-
ing from torrential rains, it has been
reported on Wednesday

It has been learnt that the shopkeepers
are selling the wegetables at exorbitant
prices—much higher than the official
rates—as the demand for vegetables has
become greater than its supply

Moreover, the heavy rains and gush-
ing floods have also destroved the stand-
ing crops spread over hundreds of thou-
sands of acres,

In vanous parts of the country, the

rices of different vegetables have risen
ive times high. for one kilogram of
onions is being sold at Rsd400 to Rs480,
tomatoes at Rs230 to Rs300, sarlic and
singer al Rs400, capsicum al Rs330,
enugreck (Meithi) and cabbage at
Rs330, ladyfinger at Bs130, tumip at
Rs120, peas at Rs270, ndged gourd
(Tor) at Rs270. lemon (Chinese) at
R=200, Lemon (desi) at Rs200, spinach

at B85, first category potatoes at Rs100
and second catfc;gnry potatoes at Rs%0

People in different parts of the coun-
try have also held protest demonstra-
tions against the unjust hike in vegetable
prices amid foods in the country

“It has become really difficult to
afford two-time meals due to massive
inflation.” they said

“The government should take imme-
diate measures to combat this gant of
inflation,” they demanded

The prices of vegetables and other
edibles are likely 10 go further high in
the davs to come.

To tackie the shortage of vegetablies in
the market, the government has decided
to mmport vegetables from netghbouring
countrnies including lran, Afshanistan
and India:

Finance Mimster Miftah lsmal said
"Thr:tguvurnrncnt has decided to import
duty-tree vegetables and other edibles
from India through the Wagah border
crossing to minimise the negative effects
of inflation on people."TNP

Preparation of China-Pakistan Int'l
Industrial Academic Integration
Alliance started

BEUING: The preparataory work of
China-Pakistan _International
Industrial ~ Academic  Tnilegration
Allignce has started, says & report
ublished by China Economic Net
FCEM.“ln the next 3 to 5 years, we
will cultivate 30.000-50.000 skilful
youth in  Pakistan”, Muhammad
Ammar, Secretary General, China-
Pakistan  International  Industrial
Academic Integration  Alliance
(Preparatory) said at a discussion
anel The discussion focused on the
xploration of  China-Pakistan
International  Industrial-Education
Integration Cooperation in Vocational
Education, which is part of the China-
Pakistan TVET Cooperation and
Development Seminar organized by
Tang International Educafion Group
and hosted by the Pakistani Embassy
in China “These vouth will serve the
needs of CPEC construction”, he
added. In addition, China-Pakistan
Vocational Education ~and
Employment Research Center will be
established under the Alliance, and

international vocational skill contests
will be organized lor skillful youth in
Pakistan, as well as in 5CO countries
in the futore According to Sand
Baloch, Executive Director, National
Vocational and Technical Training
Commission  (MAVTTC), in the
future, a million manpower with high
skills will be required in Pakistan,
espec:all; in the Special Economic
Zones (SEZ) and CPEC projects,
“Vocational and technical training
15 crucial for us to realize the nation-
al goals of enhanced productivity and
export. It is high time that we invest
in the workforce in Pakistan”. he
said It 15 learned that via the alliance,
Pakistan and China will join efforts in
building advanced international pro-
fessional standards, curriculum stan-
dards  and  digital  curriculum
resources, training teachers for voca-
tional colleges in Pakistan, providing
language and skills training for
Pakistani wvouth, building China-
Pakistan International College in
Pakistan and Fhinn-l“akistan.]ﬁ




