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Balochistan Govt
imposes a ban on
construction on waterways 2

PMMannounces Rs3m fo
relief wor_kerg_ .O.f Bal_och

MNews Desk

QUETTA:Prime  Mimister
Shehbaz Sharif on  Sunday

announced Rs3 million for

flood relief workers in the

Kachhi area of Balochistan.
The premier made the
announcement  during  his

address to the media, after
reviewing rehabilitation efforts
in_the Tlood-hit Bibi Mani
bridge of the province,

During his address, he direct-
ed Chiel Minister Balochistan
Abdul Quddus Bizenjo and the
secretary  of the  National
Highway Authonty (NHA) to
give the prize money to deserv-
mg workers, ,

e also strictly instructed
them to distribute the amount
on a merit basis.

Shehbaz furthered that the
chief minister has also
announced prize money of Rs2
million for the workers,

The PM lauded the effors of
workers who worked lirelessly
to restore the traffic on the Bibi
Mani Bridge, in the Kacchi area
of the province, within eighi
hours, :

“T want to tell the nation that
when calamity stnkes the entire
nation is united,” he said

- /
“This is how a nation comes
out of a calamity," he added,
Shehbaz reviews rehabilita-
tion work : :

PM  Shehbaz arrived in
CQuetta for a day-long visit ear-
lier today to review relief activ-
ities in the flood-hit areas of the
province

o

L

He also wvisited the Kacchi

areg of the province o review

rehabilitation work

on the

flood-affected road and railway

infrastruciure,
PM Shehbaz was

iven a

detailed briefing by Chairman

NHA Khurram Agha on the
Nood-affected

roads

e

[

Balochistan and the ongoing
rehabilitation work on his way
to the link bridges in Bibi Nani
and Pinjara bridge.

It is pertinent io note that the
Pinjara bridge was completely
swept awa %y the floods

Dyring his earlier visit to the
province, the PM  had

r flood
istan

Manchar Lake

water pressure

cut to release

announced a grant of Rs10 bil-
lion for Balochistan flood vic-
tims.

He had also appealed to the
well-off pecple to rise to the
occasion and participate in the

relief efforts.

Balochistan has badly sut-
fered from the eight monsoon
apells, overwhelming in magni-
tude and severity. Tt swept away
the kith and Kin of the sur-

vivors, their catile, houses and

8,
Director General Provincial
Disaster Management

Authority Shalch Nu&ar said that
non-st eavy  down TS,
unci:lnr':gjlﬁd waves Dfpsrgtcr
and gushing il torrents had so
far claimed around 250 lives
with thousands injured and dis-
placed.

The catastrophe left some
61,718 Thouses damaged
145,936 livestock dead an
about 190 thousand acres of
agricultural  land  badly

fected. The Egruvince i5
almost cut off from Punjab
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa an
Sindh due to the collapse of
bridges on  Quetta-Zhob-
Dana Sar-Dera Ismail Khan
Road, Quetta-Loralai-Dera
Ghazi Khan,  Quetta-
Khuzdar-Karachi, and
Cuetta-Sibi-Jacaboad Roads.

syed Mubammad Qaseem

QUETTA: The Balochistan
government has imposed a ban
on the construction of all
waterways across the province.
The ban would be intact for a
month throughout the provinee,

Balochistan Govt imposes a ban on
construction on waterways

i

this decision after flash floods
unleashed by heavy rainfall
washed away houses construct-
ed on waterways across the
province. “No encroachment
on waterways”, Chief Minister
Balochistan, Mir Quddus
Bizenjo said In most the cases,

away 47 houses constructed on
a waterway in Quetta’s Mawan
Kilh area. The government has
instructed all administrative
officials to make sure of the
implementation of the order in
this regard“No compromise
over construction on waler-
ways”, Chiel Minister Bizenjo

available resources to bnng an
end to the illegal construction
and encroachment in lﬁlucua
and other distnicts.In violation
of rules, scores of people made
seitlements on waterways in
Mawan Killi, Kharotabad,
Sariab and Pashtoonabad areas
of Quetta, Floods claimed pre-

Pak Vs Ind:
Pakistan defeats
India in Asia Cup
2022

By: Sports Desk

Pakistan won Match against India in Asia Cup 2022,

India gave a target of i% runs to Pakistan team in 20
avers in the Asia Cup 2022,

Muhammad Asif scored one six and one four in the

second last over making it easy for Pak to chase 182
runs against [ndia.

Rizwan had scored 71 runs in the innings:

Pakistan chased a 182-run m%ﬁt sel bifndia in their

Super Four match of the Asia Cup 2022 at the Dubai
International Cricket Stadium. The Green Shirts won
the toss and chose to bowl first

Nawaz and Rizwan formed a crucial 73-run ﬁl‘ﬁh‘:{-
ship for the third wicket that brought Pakistan back in
the game Nawaz's boundary-laden 42 off 20 was piv-
otal as it helped Pakistan keep the required run rate in
check That said, the importance of Rizwan's 71 off 51
cannot be understated. But the diminutive keeper-batter
couldn’t finish and it meeded late cameos from
Khushdil Shah (14 off 11) and Asif Ali (16 off 8) for
Pakistan to seal the match, The end wasn't without its
drama as Arshdeep Singh dropped the simplest of
catches of Asif to earn Sharma’s wrath,

Eadier, the Green Shirs had a great starl to the
evening as they won the battle of coin flips but every-
thing went south for them for a while after that

Indian openers KL Rahul and Rohit Sharma set the

an official handout issued here |
on Sunday said Eﬁ
The govermnment has made

foods inflicled damage o peo-
e living on waterways in
uetta  and - other
Balochistan

parts of
Floods swept

-

OQUETTA:Aerial view of flood devastation in
Balochistan's Naseerabad Division.

Bilal Noorzai
murder: Quetta
court convicts 5 accused

to 43 years RI each

Stall Reporter

A court in Cuetta convicted five
accused to 43 years of rigorous
imprisonment each in the murder
of Bilal Moorzai on Saturday mormn-
ing. The additional district and ses-
sion judge Quetta, Asadullah Khan
Kakar announced the judgment,

Bilal Noorzai, a voung man was
brutally murdered in  Quetta's
Hazara Town area in May 2020
MNoorzai's murder had sparked
protests across the city with pro-
testers demanding the arrest of the
culprits involved in the cold-blood-
ed murder

The court convicted another two
accused to 10 yvears RI each in Bilal
Noorzai's murder case. “We will let
you know about the detailed judg-
ment later today”, Advocale
Kamran told Daily Quetta Voice
via telephone 2

Chief

Former Minister

Balochistan, Jam Kamal Khan had
also ordered the formation of a
joint interrogation team (H7T) to
probe into the cold-blooded murder
of & young man, Bilal Noorza, The
JIT also presented its report before
the Ernwnmal government

The NT was formed on the
request of family members of Bilal
Moorzal

Quetta Jacobabad

MNashad Baloch

SIBL The Quetta-Jacobabad highway at Bolan was reopened for
traftic on Saturday after floods had swept away various portions of the
road. The National Highway Authonty (NHA) officials claimed to
have reopened the highway for traffic.

Traffic remained 5u5f5;ended on the highway linkin
oods unleashed by heavy rainfall this week.

with Sindh after flash

Balochistan

The Bibi Mani Pinjra Bridge on the National Highway was washed out
by the recent heavy rains and floods.

NHA made hectics efforts to
restore the highway

The Chairman NHA Khurram Agha and other officials made hec-

tic efforts for the restoration o

Flash floods unleashed by heavr rain i
(]

tions of the highway linking Ba

the %ucttav.lamtlabad highway.
infall swept away various por-
chistan with Sindh province, The

Fassengers suffered a lot as a result of the damages inflicted on the
1

izhway

hig

A;m}: relief
fund ‘receives
Rs417m’ so far

RAWALPINDI ! Director
General Inter-Services  Public
Relations (DG ISPR) Major
General Babar [ftikhar on Saturday
said the nation was generously
contributing to the Army Flood
Relief ['"Ullﬁl as Rs417 million was
collected im it so far for the flood
victims while Rsd44 million was
collected during the last 24 hours

Addressing a joint media brief-
ing along with Federal Minister for
Planning Ahsan Igbal, NDMA
Chairman  Licutenant  General
Akhter Nawaz and National
Coordinator  National  Flood
Response and Coordination Centre
(NFRCC), the 1SPR DG bnefed
the media on the relief and rescue
activities of Pakistan Army in the
flood-affected areas

Babar said since the beginning
of the crisis caused by the recent
monsoon rans, the armed forces
were working day and night in the
affected areas for the last two
months 1o help their brothers and
s15ters.

“Every soldier and officer of
Pakistan Army 15 trving to reduce
the problems of the people by con-
sidering it as a sacred obligation
rather than a duty,” he said

He continued, “This was the
spirit under which Liestenant

reneral Sarfraz Ali, Major General
A mH'ad Hanif, Brigadier
Muhammad Khalid, Major Saced
Ahmed, Major Muhammad Talha
Manan and ﬁiai]-; Mudassar Fayvaz
helped their flood-affected broth-
ers and sisters in Lasbela I{Winde:rg
area of Balochistan last month an
embraced martyrdom in a helicop-
ter accident during the relief activ-
ities " According to army chief Gen
Qamar Javed Bajwa's instructions,
he said the armed forces would not
leave the people alone in this diffi-
cult time, “no matter how much
time and effort it takes" At the
army level, he informed that the
Army Flood Relief Coordination
Centre was established under the
leadership of Commander Army
Air Defence Command who was
also performing. Web Desk

T eah

told reporters the other dav. He
. said the entire administration
&%  has been directed to use all

cious human lives and inflicted
financial damages of lllions of
rupees in Balochistan,

One Coal Miner killed
in Harnai Coal Mine

Explosion

WebDesk

At |east onme coal miner was
killed after a gas explosion
occurred in the Hamai coal mine.
The incident ook place in the Talib
Leer area of the Hamai district of
Balochistan. The explosion took

place as a result of methane gas
accumulation in the mine.

_It’s not the first time that a person
dies of a gas explosion in Harnai or
any other part of Balochistan. The
coal miners of Balochistan are at

risk of life every time they enter the
ming, This is because the miners
are not given basic awareness to be
safe from gas mine explosions and
are left ignored by the mine own-
ers.

The dead body of miner was
brousht 1o district health hospital
and handed over to relatives of the
deceased, The zovernment of
Balochistan and mine owners
should organize awareness sessions
for coal miners in order to prevent
siich incident taking lives of many
miners in the province

release water pressure

JAMSHORO Government
authorities made a cut at Manchar
Lake on Sunday in a desperate
attempt to protect villagers in
Sindh

The situation at Manchar Lake,
the largest natural freshwater lake
in_Pakistan, is becoming critical
with each passing day, threatening
the lives and assets of the residents
of five union councils of Jamshoro
district

The Sehwan Airport, an installa-
twon of an oil company as well as
Sindh Chief Minister Murad Al
Shah’s home village, are located in
the five Union Councils (UCs) —

Bubak, Aarazi, Wahar, Jaffarabad
and Channa

Jamshoro Deputy Commissioner
Capt {retd) Fanduddin Mustafa on
Saturday had issued evacuation
orders for the people of the five
UCs, saying that they should move
out to safer places. The water level
at the lake had further increased to
123 Reduced Level (RL} amid
strong winds. During his recent visit
to Manchhar Lake, the Sindh chief
minister had said that the water
level in the lake would be danger-
ous if it reached 123 feet, which at
that time was 120,75 feet. Web
Desk

tone for the night with a blistering 23 {eas:hE alaid a
foundation on which Virat Kohli, well and truly back in
form, capitalised to help India post 181 for 7.

Mohenjo Daro
may be
removed from
world heritage
list, warns

official

LARKANA: The department of
archaeclogy has called for uroent
attention towards conservation and
restoration work at Mohenjo Daro
apprehending that the site may be
removed from the world heritage
list if such work was not carried
out,

Sources sad on Saurday that
archaeclooical ruins of Mohenjo
Daro had received record rains,
measured at 779 Smm, which con-
tineed from Aug 16 to 26 It result-
ed in considerable damage to the
site and partial falling of several
walls, including the protection wall
of the stupa dome.

It was learnt that the curator of
the site in his Aug 29 letter to the
director culture, antiquities and
archaeology said “we have put in
efforts to protect the site with our
resources . The role of other
departments irrigation, roads,
highways and forest — was quite
eszential for safepuarding  the
world heritage site, as landlords
and farmers had not only mserted
pipes and given cuts to canals and
roads to  release  water into
Moheno Daro’s channel
However, due to negligence on the
part of above-mentioned depan-
ments, the rainwater from nearby
agriculture lands had filled dispos-
al channel, the sources said.

This caused delay in driving out
water from the site, the letter said,
adding that water had entered even
into the campus. After rains, the
official concerned al the site had
said: “We are facing another emer-
gency in the shape of a consatnt
rize in the Indus level "Walls of
several structures crumbling after
rains;, urgent repair required,
authorifies informed Althoush
water level in Indus 15 low, due to
the constructien of metal road on
the protection dvke near Mohenjo
Daro, Web Desk

hway reopened for traffic after tloods

Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir Quddus Bizenjo appreciated the
efforts of the NHA and hailed the efforts made by the technical staff
of the authonity, “We hope the NHA would ensure smooth flow of
traffic between Balochistan and other parts of the country™, the CM
said in a statement issued on Saturday evening

PM had also directed NHA to

reopen highways

Prime Mimster Shehbaz Shanf had also instructed the NHA to
mike sure a smooth flow of traffic and open all roads damaged by
the floods. Floods have also paralyzed life in Quetta and other parts
of Balochistan The people are without gas supply for the last seven

days.

Despite the Quetta Electric Supply Company’s (QESCO) state-
ment, the power su_Fﬁly to Cuetta and other parts of Balochistan is

vel to be restored
supply to the affected areas.

e QESCO claimed to have restored the power

alochistan remained disconnected from the rest of the country
for the last ten days since floods swept away bridges and roads link-
g the provinee with Sindh and Punjab.
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Balochistan prone to
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natural disasters

Balochistan, the country’s largest province in terms of the area is prone to almost
all types of natural disasters. Chietta, the provincial capital and various pars of the
sparsely populated provinee have suffered natural disasters including drought, floods
and earthquakes duning the last one and half decades. . .

A recently mild earthquake measunng 5.4 on reactor scale in the province’s
Washuk disinct near the [ranian border is yet to send any alarm bells in the power
corndors. The tremors felt a couple of days agn in the wee hours damased around

300 mud-walled houses in Killi Sajid are
The provineial disaster management author
goods to the displaced people. Fortunately,
uake tremors jolted one of the backwa L
sleeping outside their rooms owing to scorchin

areas of the
heat

a of Basima tehsil of Washuk disirict,

{PDMA) announced sending relief
no human loss was caused when earth-
wrovince since people were
‘he eanthquake has almost

gone unnoticed as no provincial mimster or any ﬁlgh-lm‘ul government official has
visited the area to meet the earthquake survivors and people displaced. The media
too gave cold-shoulder to the damages, Torrential rains also claimed 13 lives in Dera
Bugti, Jhal Magsi, laffarabad and other districts of Balochistan, 907 houses were
damaged, 3 water dams burst, 2 bridges and 10 communication roads were also dam-
aged as a result of heavy rainfall. Similarly, floods in Maseerabad, Jaffarabad made
half a million Eenp!e homeless and destroyved over 2,000 houses during 2012, A

strong earthg

in Pakistan’s one of the famous tounst areas 1.e. Ziarat

killed owver

200 and injured more than 300 on Cctober 29, 2008 In April 2013, an earthquake in
Mashkail near Pak-Tran border killed dozens and injured over 100 In September
2013, a powerful earthquake measuning 7.7 on the reactor scale killed 328 people in

Balochistan’s Awaran,

housands were displaced when the powerful tremors jolted

the area In 1935, the deadliest eaﬂhnlguake razed the entire Quetta city to the ground

After the canh%uakl;_‘, the British ru
uildings n the ci
gradually, people violated the code and construct

feet height for

. For some time, people
éclpm-:I:re than 300 tall buildings,

ers mtroduced a buildm;g code, which fixed 30

ollowed the code. But,

plazas, shopping malls, markets in_the hean of Quetta city, Based on past expen-

ences and Jooming future threats of natural calamities, the

alochistan government

needs to chalk out a comprehensive strategy to cope with any emergency situation.
The scale of the natural calamities cannot be predicted at this point in time, However,
what is humanly possible that should be done. We have to learn a lesson from Japan,
Turkey and other countries when it comes 1o earthquakes and other natural calami-

hes.

Mere providing relief goods, tents and blankets do not offer any solution rather a
comprehensive sirategy needs to be made to tackle future sitvations. Building code
in Quetta city, which 1s located in the earthquake sensitive zone should be imple-
mented stneily. Populations living in floods danger zones or water-ways should be

evacuated an

settled in safer

places.

Above all, the PDMA should go beyond distnbuting relief goods and the authon-
ty should engage geologists, environmentalists and researchers to analyze, assess
and review future climate dangers to sensitize policymakers.

Multivariate Aspects of Climate
Change in Pakistan

Syed Mansoor Ahmed

Climate change steams
unbentable challenges in
the future, According to
the World Bank report,
Pakistan stands 6th in
affectee  of  climate
change. The awful and
deadly floods of 2010,
and 2011, extremely dry
weather in a rainy ared,
and fluctuation in' actual
climate pattern is alarm-
ing and despairing signs
among all the dwellers of
the town

Climate Change and
Agniculture in Pakistan

n addition, Pakistan is
4 semi-and country. The
focal and  depeéndent
source of water 15 from

the snow-covered
Himalayan and the
Karakomm in the

Morthern Areas. Indus,
Jhelum, Chenab, Ravi,
and the Sutlej rivers flow
through this area, Within
the water calculus, the
country’s entire agricul-
ture 15 dependant on
water flow from the Indus
river. Glacial flood out-
burst also poses a serious
threat to the country’s cli-
mate in the Karakorum
range. The sole aim was
reaching and understand-
ing the possible ni:dqs of
surge-type glaciers
whr:':f':h are characterized
by unsteady movements
and frequent  frontal
advances of glaciers. As
result, it causes natural

-3
hazards by obstructing
nver channels, formin
ice-dammed lakes, whic
will ultimately  cause
GLOFs and pose threats
downstream of the water.
After meaningful analy-
sis, it revealed that a
surze between 1998 and

2002 senerated &

GLOFs. Damages by

Climate Change:
Meanwhile, rigorous

critical exploration of the
Attabad Lake of Hunza
Valley in Gilgit-Baltistan
15 the distinctive event to
justify the future threats
of climate change in the
center of freshwater The
lake flooding displaced
more than 6,000 people
from upstream villages
and inundated over 19

ilometers  of

the
Karakorum
Highway Recently, global
warming and subsequent
climate change have
increased the constant
state of fear and the risk
of missive outburst flood-
ing in the respective
mountainous region The
comprehensive Tield evi-
dence, local testimonies
by the natives, modemn
applications of remote
sensing, amd cross-corre-
lation  feature-tracking
technigques provides the
improved understanding
of glacier surges and ice-
dam formation disclosed
the scale Future
threat. Glaciers in
Pakistan:It is also noted,
historically, in the

T

P
Karakorum Range 39 gla-
ciers are responsible for
ice-dam formation. On
the other hand, 36 gla-
ciers build ice barriers in
the mmning rivers due to
frontal advance, near to
the densely fgapulated
areas of the Karakormm
region. By  constant
observation of the pre-
vailing  and  growing
threat of climate change,
it 15 airing the endless
future threat only due to
the GLOFs. For instance,
the Indus River System
(IRS) is the jugular vein
of imgation 1 Pakistan.
It is providing water for
almost 90% of the food
product in Pakistan. The
ice-dam formation due fo
the GLOFs will slow

down the water flowin
pace downstream. An
could raise a deep
impasse among the units
for water distribution for-
mula. In the end, it will
ultimately surface the

challenge of food insecu-
Elt%_m akistan.
he Karakorum

Range, more importani-
Iy, 15 the home of the

anticipating One Belt
One Roa Initiative
(OBOR) by giving with a
potential corridor
through the Karakorum
Highway from
Khunjerab to the seaporn
at Gawadar in
Balochistan (CPEC) on
the Indian  Ocean.
Therefore, the smooth

running of the traffic on
the roads s the keynote
for progressive economic
development. While the
ice barriers in rivers due
to frontal advance could
inundate the blacktops of
the Karakorum Highway.
The distocation and dis-
solution of roads will
ive birth to never-end-
ing challenges due to the
factor of GLOFsIn the
same rut, these lakes and
GLOFs attracted media,
political, and scientific
attention because of the
repeated  outburst  of
floods. So, it needs the
heart blood as well as
collective  effective
efforts to bring down the
scale of the future threat
without causing infinite
IMmsEnes

What floods can’t

There is something
decrepit and old in
rural Pakistan that the
floods  have  not
washed away. So, will
it be any different
when the waters thal
have drowned entire
settlements 1n  one-
third of the country
finally recede and the
everyday existence of
the peoJ:l]e is gradually
restored?

What evidence we
have is compelling: the
soctal degradation and
subjugation of the poor
has remained intact
through our repeated
upheavals. The state of
misery and deprivation
that the present floods
have brought to the
surtace 15 the same or

even worse than the
condition  that had
emerged during the
2010 Toods

We do have a weak-
ness of not being able
to learn our lessons
That is how we did not
take many preventive
measures that could
have reduced the
impact and the pain of
this unprecedented
monsoon tragedy. But |
am thinking more
about the fragility and
the state of the human
rather than the physi-
cal infrastructure.

Let us look at the
snapshots that portray
the state of rural socie-
ty. Elected leaders and
local  landlords are
abliged to be seen on
the scene. in the midst
of their constituents
and, in a sense. their
‘ryot".  Every such
encounter underlines
the gap between the

feudal lords and the
‘wretched  of  the
earth’. As if they live
in separate worlds —
which they do.

In recent days, the
magrnitude of the disas-
ter Pakistan 15 now
suffering has excited
rlobal concern. It has
ecome evident that
this catastrophe has
exceeded the damage
that the floods of 2010
had wrought. And the
havoe, caused in 2010

was in itself monu-
mental, the kind that
would  provoke the

pation 1o learn many
lessons. :

I remember spending
much time in a large
refief camp set up near
Khairpur durug those
floods by an NGO with
which my wife is asso-
ciated, The state of
those internally  dis-
placed persons, who
came from a rather dis-
tant  location, was
pitiable. For example,
there were children not

oing to  schools.

‘omen seemed to be
totally marginalized
There  were  other
attributes of a quality
of deprnivation_ that
comes from a criminal
lack of social develop-
ment and a negation of
social justice.

Incidentally, one
knew the leader who
had been elected by
these ﬁeupiq and had
seen the glimpses of
the life he lived The
idea here is not to be
specific about how a
number of feudal lords
have been negligent
about the fundamental
needs and rights of the

poor people who sur-
vive  under  their
patronage. With what-
ever improvements
that have been made in
some  sectors, the
social subjugation of
the poor has remained
the same.

_ The point | am mak-
ing is that natural dis-
asters tend to reveal
the strengths and
weaknesses of a socie-
ty and test the capacity
of a system to deal
with the havoe that 15
created. At the same
time, disasters provide
an_opportunity to re-
buld many structures
‘nearer to the heart’s
desire’.

An already impover-
1she country _ like
Pakistan has suffered
an unbearable loss in a
disaster that observers
have noted 15 of bibli-
cal proportions. Very
tough times are ahead
and the political whirl-
wind that is rising will
make it harder for the
coalition government,
also  burdened with
eConomic  stringency,
to manage this crisis

. In this  situation,
inflation has hit the
people  like another

storm. Food shortage
in the near future s
possible. There is also
a threat of public dis-
order and widespread
social unrest. Destitute
peaple who seek food
and shelter have the
potential of disturbing
the equilibrium of a
society. o )

One silver lining is
that philanthropic
organizations,  ¢ivil
society activists and

wash away

concerned citizens
have come out in a bl%
way o provide relie
to flood victims. They
are doing this with a
passion that restores
one's confidence in the
social commitment of
our people. This 1s one
area, philanthropy, in
which we éxcel The
official agencies are
also in the field — and
they bear a larger
responsibility and have
greater resources (o
rescue and protect the
displaced families.

ventually, those
who have sulfered the
most 1n_ rural seftle-

ments will need to be
empowered with edu-
cation and human dig-
nity and a sense o
freedom to live their
lives as they wish. For
too long have they suf-
fered subjugation and
exclusion and neglect.
undermining our abili-
3{ to deal with natural
lisasters and to con-
front other challenges
to national cohesion.

It would be expected
that the massive dislo-
cation thai the floods
have caused will also
sow the seeds of social
change. A dominani
aspect of that change
should be the main-
streaming of the mar-
ginalized and the
emancipation of the
suppressed sections of
our society, mainly the
women And this has to
be done across the
entire specirum of the
body politic.

But the focus on the
agricultural communi-
ties and rural settle-
ments (5 dictated by

By Ghazi Salahuddin
the plight of those who
have been affected by
the Moods. They are in
such a state of misery
that they hardly have
any strength left to
ficht for their survival
The landowners — a
part of the ruling elite
that has usurped the
wealth of this nation —
have a wvested interest
in_ maintaining this
relationship of social
and =~ democratic
inequality

Talking about this
feudal class, | am
reminded of the appar-
ently subversive views
ot a former country
head of UNDP. | have
reviously quoted him
rom an interview that
was published some
years ago after his
departure. Its heading
was! ‘Pakistani elite
needs 1o decide
whether or not they
wanl a country”

The concluding
paragraph of that inter-
view sawd: “T have vis-
ited some wvery large
landowners who have
exploited the land for
centuries, paid nearly
zero money  for the
water ‘and how they
almost sometimes hold
people in bunda_ug:
And they come to the
United Mations or
other agencies and ask
us to hvest in water,
sanitagion, and educa-
tion for the people in
their distriet, find
that quite embarrass-
ing” Ah, but the capac-
ity of our ‘wvery ]arEc
landowners’  to e
embarrassed 15 as lim-
ited as the lives of
their constituents.

US gun violence

n July 27,
LW Top execu-
tives from

prominent LIS
gun companies
— Marty Daniel of Daniel

Defense and Christopher
Killoy of Sturm, Ruger
and Co appeared
before the United States
House Committee on
Oversight and Reform
chaired by New York
Demaocrat Carolyn
Maloney. The hearing
came on the heels of the
latest succession of mas-
sacres the Buffalo
supermarket, the Uvalde
elementary school, the
Highland Park July 4
parade — that have come
to define life in America
As  the Guardian
noted, this “marked the
first time in nearly two
decades that the CEOs of
leading gun manufactur-
ers  testified before
Congress™, The CED of
Smil and  Wesson
Brands — which accord-
ing to the committee
earned at least $125m in
2021 alone from the sale
of assault-siyle rifles, a
frequent prop in mass
shootings — had declined
to participate in the
attempt at ‘oversight”
~ But the two willing
invitees resumably
spoke for the LS pun
industry asa whole when
they shot down the
notion that their products
and aggressive market-
ing practices have any-
thing to do with rampant
kil[il_'lig. o
_ Killoy insisted that a
firearm is an “inanimate

object” that cannot
accrue  responsibility,
while Daniel — whose

firm manufactured the
inanimate object that
slaughtered 19 school
kids and two teachers in
Livalde — maintained that
the blame must be
assighed to the individ-
ual  ‘murderers’.  In
Daniel’s view, “these
murders are local prob-
lems that have to be
salved Tocally™

For her part, Maloney
took the opportunity al
the hearing to express
her “hope [that] the
American  people are
paying attention today™,
noting it 15 clear that
gun makers are not going
o change unliess
Congress forces them to
finally put people over

profits

But were wWe
Americans really Ipa g
attention, we would have

noticed long ago that our
country is entirely predi-
cated on unin% profits
over peaple - from the
corporate destruction of
the emvironment to the
manic incarceration of

or minorities to a
wealthcare svstem that is
decidedly ill. This is not
to mention US behaviour
abroad, where the “war

on terror” and other
forms of military slaugh-
ter  with S-made

weapons have also pro-
duced many, um, “local
problems™
In her imtial invitation
1o the three arms execu-
Hives to testify before the
House committee, inci-
dentally, Maloney
encouraged  them to
“explain 10 Congress and
the American people
why they continue to sell
products to civilians that

Belen Fernandez

are meant to be used in
the bartlefield”

Which brings us 1o the
following question:
When the U5 converts
the world into a baitle-
field, how do Americans
know where to draw the
line? More precisely put,
it 15 not immensely
shocking that a coun
that inculcates its citi-
zenry with a machao,
shoot-"em-up  attitude
vis-a-vis other human
populations might end
up with some, well,
“murderers” on its hands
— particularly when the
domestic panorama is
one of dystopian capital-
ism and acute alienation.

As for the culpability
of US gun manufacturers
in scenes of armed
sociopathy from Buffalo
to Uvalde, there is no
denying that the industry
itself i5 morally
depraved — and yet it 15
merely fulfilling a nefar-
iously lucrative function
made possible by general
Pwslemic depravity. The
undamental blame for
mass shootings does not
lie with the CEOs of
Daniel Defense and
Sturm Ruger — just as the
blame for (S-bound
migrant deaths does not
lie with oft-scapegoated
human smugglers,
whose  reprehensible
business is only made
Eos:ﬂh]c by America’s

rand of deadly capital-
ism and protfit-driven
border  militarisation
schemes Cn July 29, two
days after the House
Committes on Oversight
hearing, the US House
voted to ban assault

Weapons.

Deepening the Zia dictatorship

In mg last  article,
‘Remem cnnﬁ 19737
Aug 29y, 1 highlighted

ow the year 1977
became a turning point in
Pakistan’s history, Within
40 days after lus military
coup on July 5, General
Fiaul Ha?, started target-
ing the PPP while giving
favourable overtures to
the Pakistan Mational
Alliance (PNA), which
had demanded  the
removal of the Bhutto
government after the gen-
eral elections in March
1977,

{eneral Zia emerged
as an all-powerful chief
martial-law_administrator
:CMI.&R with his deputy
martial-law and sub mar-
tial-law  administrators
perched at lower adminis-
trative tiers. His spectacle
of barbaric punishments
took off, lashes inflicted
publicly on  political
activists and leaders
became common. His
gaiachineq*af_ started work-
ing on dismantling the
largest political party in
the country — in the same
manner in which General
Avub Khan had done 20
years garlier and General
Musharral did 20 vears
later.. PPP leaders at the
local and provincial lev-
els were ensier o entice
or threaten o

Former ministers
MMAs, and MPAS start

arting wavs with the

PP, For example, former
ministers Arbab Jahangir
and Mir Afzal, and for-
mer speaker Sahibzada
Faroog Al Khan resigned
or  became inaclive.
Liagquat Jatoi resigned
from the PPP and joined
the PNA; those who
resisted became a direct
target of the dictatorship.
Bhutto was anmasingﬁ-
being isolated

The first Ramazan

under General Ziaul Ha
witnessed all cafes an
hiotels closed durning the
daytime. Anvbody found
dnnking or eating was
lable For punishment;
religiosity was  being
imposed on the d:leclp]e.
Mo wonder o 40 years
we have moved even
Faster on that road
- On August 22, 1977 —
ust  six weeks afler
hutto's removal from
power — the state machin-
ery managed to extract
confessions from some
Federal Security Force
(FSF) officers for the
murder of  Nawab
Muhammad Khan
Bhutto had created the
FSF as a new secunfty
apparatus to apply its
own faws and dispense
ustice. The FSF had
ecome notorious for its
high handedness and bru-
tal handling of anvone
who Bhutto considered
disrespectful or undesir-
able. The force had com-
mitted numerous crimes,
with or without Bhutto's
knowledge, and it had
tarnished his image as a
poditician.

As  fime  passed,
General Zia proved to be
even more ruthless: The
brutalization of society
gcained momentum by
each passing week. On
August 24 in Multan —
for the first lime in
Pakistan's history —a per-
son _-accused of rape
received lashes blic_F
lmrespective of the quic
dispensing of justice and
regardless of the religious
Justification for this pun-
ishment, such public dis-
Fliay of violence instilled
ear among citizens, The
way any state inflicts
punishment shapes the
way people behave and
society reacts to viclence.
The process of desensiti-

zation towards agony and
pain took a sharp tum,
The signal was sent,
and the next day on
August 25, former direc-
tor of the FSF Masood
Mahmood found himself
arrested in_the murder
case of Nawab
Muhammad Ahmed
Khan. Two days later,
Gen Zia had a detailed
meeting with Bhutto who
was his usual confident
self.  Reportedly  that
meeting convinced Gen
Zia that Bhutto would
remain defiant as he still
wsisted that he was the
elected prime minister of
Pakistan and the toppling
of an elected government
was  unconstitutional
Perhaps Bhutto also
reminded Gen Zia that
staging a military coup
was a serious violation of
the constitution pumish-
able by death. ]
_ Gen Zia expedited
investigation in a murder
case azainst Bhutto. In

the  meantime, the
Jamaat-e-lslami (RN
found a golden opporu-
nity to woo the dictator

who could implement its
agenda for a theocratic
state  As Mian Tufail
Muhammad of the JT kept
hobnobbing  with Gen
Zia, then emir of the J1
Maulana Maudoodi
demanded that the state
prosecute Bhutto and his
associates swiftly. Mian
Tufail’s birthplace
Kapurthalla and Zia’s
Jalandhar were just 20
km ‘apart in eastern
Punjab. New Gen Zia
also started using the
accountability card -
shamelessly used even
before and afier Zia to
target  political oppo-
nents.

He announced that he
would not allow those
who had accumulated

wealth by illegal means
to contest elections in
QOctober. All candidates

had to present their
wealth statements and
ustify  their source

simultaneously, the mili-
tary  government also
started giving back facto-
nes o thelr previous
owners who had lost their
assets under Bhutto's
‘nationalization’ I
ramime. This 1s how Gen
fia tred to win over
Bhutto's victims, so they
could stand in good stead.
Flour and nice mills were
the first ones to change
hands from the state o
their private owners.
After his release from
detention, Gen  Yahya
Khan became a free citi-
zen and that pleased those
who considered Bhutto
maore responsible for the
breakup of the country, At
the same time, Gen Zia
also came in close contact
with the Saudi govern-
met and tried wo please it
by changing the names of
Lvallpur to Faisalabad
and  Karachi's Drigh
Road to Shahrah-e-Faisal
— named after the late
king Faisal of Saudi
Arabia. On September 3,
1977, the military pov-
grnment again  arrested
Bhutto from his residence
in Clifton, Karachi; his
freedom of 35 days came
to an end, and the FIA
became active in record-
ing Bhutto’s statement.
hutto’s arrest elicited
a subdued response from
the people as the dictator
had already established
the terror of lashes. To
further cow him down,
Masood Mehmood was
sentenced {0 six months
imprisonment ©on con-
tempt of court. That
served as an arm twisting
=0 that the former director
of the FSF could submit

By Dr Naazir Mahmood

to testify against Bhurto
In the first week of
September ~ two months
after his usurpation of

wer — Gen Zia, for the
irst time, hinted at post-
poning the elections by
saying _that elections
would be held if there
were  no  unexpected
developments in the
country

This was a prelude 1o
his departure to Saudi
Arabia where he met
Shah Khalid, the Saudi
monarch. After a week,
Bhutic obtained his bail
and became free again
just for a while. Gen Zia
strengthened his interna-
tional credental by visit-
ing Iran and meeting the
Shah. Keeping in view
that both Tran and Saudi
Arabia were close allies
ﬁf’ i]ile: L-'?‘, tEilE Am_enca(;lf

and i the w-iwmn'
the  dictatarship . in
Pakistan was clearly
noticeable. Zia’s desire to
hang Bhutto manifested
iself in his interview
where he said that Bhutto
and his people would not
be able to escape punish-
ment.

Just three days after his
refease on bail, the mili-
tary govermnment arested
Bhutto and the top leader-
ship of the PPP again. Zia
openly gove a statement

ainst Bhutto much in
the same fashion a3
General Ayub Khan used
to do against Subrawardy
and other politicians. Zia
called Bhutto an extreme-
Iy unl}ljncclébred person
and claimed that there
were.  incontrovertible
proofs against him

September 23, 1977
was another fateful day
for  the judicia in
Pakistan. General Zia
sent then chiel justice of
i.']l_krstﬂn Justice Yaqub

1

Selling lies

@ are in
an era of
disintorma-

tion,  That
term 15
thrown around by all
political persuasions to
accuse their opponents
of not being truthful,
The systematic dissem-
mation of disiforma-
tion, however, is more
than just lving. It 15 a
polincal strategy in a
war to take control of
public  power.  lis
mtended purpose 15 to
create confusion, which
leads to rejecting gov-
ernment institunoens
entrusted to deliberate
over verifiable facts,
There is a significant
difference hetween
lying about a particular
action or product and a
disinformation  cam-
paign  fo uwndermine
public trust in a demo-
cratic republic. A clas-
sic example of the for-
mer is how the tobacco
industry lied or created
doubt about scientific
findings that demon-
strated that smoking
caused lung and cardiac
diseases. Up to the mid-
Fifties, the tobacco
industry had succeeded
in clevating smoking to
be one of the most pop-
ular, successful, and
widely used items of
the early 20th century.
In response to the
moumting cﬂd;m:c that
smoking cigarettes
damaged one’s health,
the tobacco indust
hired the nation’s lead-

ing public relations
firm E;"he industry fol-
lowed the consultant’s
advice and focused its
efforts on disrupting the
usual  processes of
knowledge production
in medicine, science,
and public  health.
Consequently, the lead-
ing tobacco companies
embraced the scientific
discourse that assumes
there is always more 1o
know. The tobacco
industry’s strategy was
to cxaggerate that prin-
ciple in order to spread
doubt and uncertainty
about the known facts,
The tobacco industry’s
campaign did not artack
the validity of scientific
institutions to analyze
the facts; instead, they
accused scientists of
not wanting to find the
correct data,

Eventually, the tobac-
co industry lost its bat-
tle by paying over $206
hillion through a court
settlement. However,
that punishment was
only achievable
because it was deliv-
ered by an mdependent
court system that fairly
weighed the facts.

Borrowing a page
from the tobacco play-
book, Donald Trump
has  not directly
attacked the concept of
democracy; mstead, he
undermines the cred-
itability of democratic
institutions by accusing
them of not treating
him and his supporters
fairly. For example, he

Iv N

attacked Congress for
not  throwing  out
Biden's electoral votes,
and he condemned the
courts for them mssmlg
out his 60 cases chal-
lenging the outcome of
the election. His repeat-
ed messape was that the
election was rigged

All hticians and
pclirica?ﬂpaﬂies can be
Justly accused of lying
from time to time about
their accomplishments
or their intent to accom-
plish things they have
no  power to do.
However, past efforts
from major political
players have stayed
within a sandbox of
playing with democrat-
IC Insttuions,

Trump stepped out-
side that sandbox on the
night of the 2012 presi-
dential election when
he tweeted, “This elec-
tion is a total sham and
a travesty. We are not a
democracy!” He mis-
takenly thought that
Obama had won the
eleciion without the
majority popular vote,

Four vyears later,
Trump won his presi-
dential election without
winning the popular
vote, but he didn’t men-
tion that fact Instead,
when the polls mdicat-
ed that he might lose
the 2016 elechon to
Democratic
Presidential Candidate
Hillary Clinton, he
clammed 1t would have
been nigged if she had
won. Then.
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Flood victims surround
PPP Sindh president
Nisar Khuhro

LARKAMA: Flood vic-
tims on Sunday surmounded
PPP Sindh President Misar
Ahmed Khuhro afler he
went to address a press con-
ference at Larkang Press
Club,

The residents of the
Bokrani arca staged o
Er&lcSI and surrounded the

PP president ouiside the
press club over lack of
food, tents and medical
facilities to the fAood vie-
Lims

The protesters blamed
thot the clected representa-
tives and officials of the
local administration arg
nowhere to be scen m the

testing times of the Aood
victims

Mizar Khuhro assured the
Neod victims of resolving
their issues. Later talking to
media, he said that the mon-
soon rnfall has devastated
the provinee with millions
of people displaced from
their homes."The  Sindh
govemment 15 assisting the
flood victims and providing
them with whatever facili-
tics we have with us so far,”
he said. This is not the frst
time that o PPP leader has
been surmounded by Aood
victims  rather multiple
[potages have emerged
showing people protesting

on the amval of PPP lead-
ers in flood-hit areas, blam-
g them for lack of reliel
activities in the affected
areas. Sindh province
rematned the most-affected
in the Mood=hil areas and
according (o a report, heavy
monsoon muns and subse-
quent Mash floeds have
affccted almost 10 million
people and killed almost
318 people i
Sindh. According 1o detals,
at least 518 people have lost
itheir lives while 135,051
people sustained injurics in
flash Moods tngeered by
heas ¥ rains ACTOSS
Sindh [NP

Evacuations ordered as
several Sindh cities face
new flood threat

KARACHI
Evacuations were ordered
as seversl Sindh cities
im;ludingh Badin and Juhli
faced wath new flood threat
on Sunday.

The destruction caused
by floods persisted in
Sindh as several cities are
realing from fresh threat of
flood while many are still
inundated

A massive toment of
about 600,000 cusecs of
floodwater  from  Indus
River has been passing
r]1m1|%| Mud Mangi near
Mawabshah for the past 24
hours

After 25 hours, the water
level has started to
decrease. However, the
administration i on hlih
alert and the river embank-
ments ara baing monitored.

The swollen Manchhar
Lake also sent flood wam-
mgs o many cities inclugd-
mg with Deputy
Commizsiongr  Jamshoro
Fareed LUddin issued an
order to evacuate the area

Accordi n% to the official
directive, the banks of
Manchar Lake were likely
to burst any time, so people
were requested to leave
“There is pressure on the
dam of Manchar Lake
from RD 54 to RD 58 and
the water level m the lake
started to rise. The zitua-
tion in Manchar Lake has
reached an extremely dan-
gerous level doe 1o high

= =
DADU: Army personals are taking the flood-affected people to a

safe place with the help of a boat in the flood water In Khairpur
Nathan Shah area.

lewal of water,”™ it added,

The people have been
requested o evacuate as
soon as possible and take
safety measures,

The howse of Sajid Ali
Sajid, the famous singer of
Kot Fagir, has also been
swept away in flood which
has now entered Badin,
causing people there to
leave their houses and live
under the open sky

Gambit city has also
become a picture of help-
lessness.

In the recent ramns and
floods, the second major
specialised  commando
training centre of Sindh
has been submerged

Boats ara being rowed in
the commando centre that
is submerpad in seven 0
gight feet of water 1,350
under-training police com-
mandos from all over the
country have been sent to
their native towns The
Warah tehsil of CQambar
district has also  been
severely affected by the
flond water from
canals Several roads have
been disconnected. A mas-
sive torrent of floodwater
13 passing through
Khatrpur Mathan Shah.

Thers i also po boat
service of the local admin-
istration to help the wvic-
tims, according to
Z4MewsHD TV channel

hehar residents plug
canal breach on their own

e

Due to strong winds, the
water préssure on  the
embankment near Mehar
l:l_?' bypass increased sig-
i I'.__}Il'lt:f'

The nsk of embankment
collapsing increased, and
the citizens kept praving
God in the distressad con-
dition.

However, the residents
of Mehar city plugged a
canal breach and zaved the
city from flooding. A video
of their efforts for pluggzing
the breach went viral on
social media.

A lanze number of the
residents of Mehar city
reached the point of canal
beeach after the news aboul
canal breach spread on
social media

They reached the spot aof
canal breach theough social
media live service and
helpad themselves o plug
the breach

S5pe houses in Mohnjo-
Daro village collapse

On the other hand, 95
ercent of the houses col-
apsed in Dandh villags
near Mohenjo-Daro  in
recent rains and floods.
People saved their lives by
taking shelter in the park-
ing lot of Mohenjo-Daro.

Over 2000 willages in
Tando Allahyar destroyved

There rules an eerie
silence in Tando Allahyar
as more than 2,000 villages
in the area have bean sub-
merged in floodwater INP

—_——

China asks Pakistani
side to provide a list of
urgently needed supplies

BEIJING Luao
Zhaohu, Director of China
[nternational Development
Coaperation Agency
(CIDCA) announced that
China will provide another
300 pullion vuan of relief
supplies to Pakistan.

He annowunced the mes-
sage while meeting with

Chairman MNational
Disaster Management
Authority, Pakistan
Lizutenant General

AKhtar Mawaz wia video,
Gwadar Pro reported on
Sunday

Lug Fhaohm reguested
the Pakistani side to pro-
vide a list of urgently
neaded supplies at an early
date and determine the
modde of fransportation so
that the Chinese assistance
can reach the flood vichms
as soon as possible.

He highlighted the high-
er-than-mountain, deeper-
than-zes, and sweeter-
than-honey  all-weather

friendship between the two
countrigs, recalling that
during  the ‘Wenchuan
Earthquake in China in
2008, Pakistan sent all its
tents in stock to the srick-
en nred.

At the onset of the flood
in Pakistan, Chinese mili-
tary aircrafts carried 3,000
tents for assistance. China
has also raised 200 tons of
omons as  needed by
Pakistan, which wall arrive
in Pakistan  wvia  the
Karakoram Highway with-
m a week

The China
Meteorological
Administration has also
been providing real-time
weather forecasts  to
Pakistan Ordinary
Chingse people, enterpris-
g5 and local gpovernments
are also raising donations
in cash and kind, manifest-
ing the iron-clad friend-
ship between the two
countries. He said that in

the next step, China is
ready 1o share the experi-
ence in disaster relief and
provide support o post-
disaster reconstruction

Lieutenant General
AKhtar Mawaz, Chairman
MNational Dizaster
Muanagement  Authority,
Pakistan, thanked Chinese
leadership and Chinese
peopla for their assistance
He briefed that the first
hatch of tents provided by
China has reached the
flood-stricken areas

He mtroduced in detail
the latest situation and
relief efforts in Pakistan,
shared specific needs in
the following siep and
expressad  readiness 1o
cooperate with China in
distributing relief supplies

Chinese Ambassador 10
Pakistan MNong Rong,
Consul General in Karachi
Li  Bijian, Pakistani
Ambassador to China
Moin ul Haque INP

ahead of Defence Day on 6th September, in the city.

Met Office predicts more rains
from today till Sept 6

ISLAMABAD: Rain-
wind/thundershower  (isolated
heavy falls) is expected in
Kashmir, upper  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, upper Punjaly and
Ciilgit Baltistan while hot and
humid weather is likely to pre-
vail elsewhere in the country

Pakistan Meteorological
Department (PMD) has forecast-
ed that monseon currents from
Arabian Sea are penetrating
upper and central parls of the
country which subsequently
cause rain-wind/ thundershow-
ers with isolated heavy falls in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Islamabad, MNorthern Punjab,
and (ilgt Baltistan & AJK from
Sept 3 (Saturdav) fo Sept 6
{Tuesday}.

Rain-wind/thundershower
{with isolated heavy falls) is
ex?elcled in Kashmir, Gilgit-
Baltistan, lslamabad,
Rawalpindi, Murree, Atiock,

Chakwal, Jhelum, Sialkot,
MNarowal, Lahore, Gujranwala,
Cujrat, Sheikhupura, Mianwali,
Khushab, Sargodha, Hafizabad,
Mandi Bahauddin, Jhang and
Faisalabad from  Samurday
(night) to Tuesday,
Also, Dir, Swat, Kohistan,
Mansehra, Abbottabad, Haripur,
Malakand, Bajaur, Peshawar,
Mardan, Charsadda, Swabi,
Mowshera, Kurram, Kohat and
Waziristan may receive Rain-
wind/thundershower {with iso-
lated heavy falls) on Sunday and
Monday
_Hot and humid weather is
likely to continue in Sindh,
Balochistan and south Punjab
dunng next three to four davs
Rawlakot ;
Rawala Kot city is experienc-
ing heavy rainfall inundating
]nw-li}'ing areas .
. LahoreThere is no rain predic-
fion in Lahore mettopolis in the

— -~
RAWALPINDI: Families sitting in a helicopter placed at Ayub National Park

next 24 hours,

Symophic Situation .

ontinental air is prevailing

over most parts of the country.
Muist currents from Arabian Sea
are penefrating central and upper
parts of the country and likely 1o
strengthen from tonighi,

Safurda

Mainly hot and humid weath-
er is likely to prevail over most
lain areas of the country,
owever, rain-wind/thunder-
shower is expected at isolated
laces in Kashmir, upper
hiyber Pakhtunkhwa and north-
east P'Lll"l'_rjﬂb

Past 24 Hour Weather

Hot and humid weather pre-
vialled over most parts of the
country. Rainfall: Rawalakot 06
and Warowal 02 Today's
Recorded Highest Maximum
Temperature’s (°C). Noor Pur
Thal 42, MNokkundi and Chilas
41.INP

21 trucks laden with Iranian
tomatoes reach Taftan

CHAGAL: Another consign-
ment of tomatoes imported from
TIran reached Taftan on Sunday,
customs officials said.

Orver 21 trailers loaded with
tomatoes reached Pakistan via
Taftan Border from Iran. The
trucks, after clearance, will be
sent across the country to end
the shortage of tomatoes.

Earlier, over 50 trailers of
tomatoes and 70 trailers of
imported  onions reached
Karachi  vegetable market,
which helped to bnng the onions
price down by 100 rupees and
tomatoes price by 120 rupees,
according to market sources.

The Ministry of Commerce in
asession last Tuesday decided to
import onlons and tomatoes
from Afghanistan and Tran to

control soaring prices of the
commadities in the country after
flooding damaged the erops in
the country

“The country will face short-
ace of onions and lomatoes in
the next three months” the
meeting was informed in a brief-
ing. “Cuorrent flooding has dam-
agked crops and a shortage and
hike in prices is expected.” the
participants brefed

Commerce Minister Maveed
gama: on Wednesday told the
Senate committee on commerce
that the government has not yet
decided about impon of onions
and tomatoes from neighboring
India,

“The

vepetables  will  be

imported through private com-
and

panies from Iran

Despite increased tests,
most corona indicators
are steady in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: Despite

Pakistan remained steady

ous illness and death, the Euroy

adual increase in the num-
ber of everyday tests, all the coronavirus indicators in
as the country registered
another 228 infections and three deaths during the last
24 hours (Saturday ), showed the statistics released by
the Mational Institute of Health Pakistan on Sunday
morning As per the NIH data, the death toll in the
country has ow risen to 30,590 with the addition of
three new fatalities while the number of total infections
now stood at 1,570,016 after adding the fresh 228
cases During the last 24 hours (Saturday), 19041 tests
were conducted throughout Pakistan whereas the posi-
tivity ratio stood at 1.20 percent. The number of
patients in critical care was recorded at 114 New coro-
navirns variants are most likely to emerge this winter
but existing vaccines should protect
an Medicines Agency
{EMA) samd on 3 September The following comment
armived after the 27-nation European Union prepares to
roll out & booster campaign ahead of a feared wave of
new coronavirus cases later this year "It will include a
mix of newly-approved jabs adapted for the now dom-
inant Omicron strain, and the onginal vaccines devel-
oped to fight the virus that first emerged in China [NP

ople from seri- l:l]|ﬂ:l]}'.

Faryal Talpur asks
PPP female MPs to
work for flood relief

LARKANA: An important meeting of PPP female

BEUING

Group., China, and JW
Holdimgs, Pakistan, in the
spirit to enhance coopera-
tion in buffalo business

Afghanistan and the government
w‘ih act as facilitator,” Naveed
Qamar sand,

“The decision with rezard to
import from India will be taken
after consultation with stake-
holders.” minister said

“The country will face shor-
age of onmons and tomatoes in
the next three months,” the
meeting was informed in a brief-
ing, “Current flooding has dam-
aged crops and a shorlage and
hike in prices is expected,” the
participants briefed

Commerce Minister Naveed
Camar on Wednesday told the
Senate commitiee on commerce
that the government has not vel
decided about import of onions
and tomatoes from neighborning
India TNP

HYDERABAD: Displaced people from flood lives in newly built
Tent City, organized by Sindh Government and PDMA at Labor

Flood cash
donation box

stolen in
Arifwala

ARIFWALA: A motorcycle-rid-
ing thief stole the cash box at a
relief collection camp set up for
the flood victims in Anfwala on
Sunday.

The rider stopped at the camp on
the pretext of drinking water but
picked up the cash box kept in the
camp and sped away

There. 15 an  adage that
“Humanity is always made uP_ of
more dead than living” which
befits the incident that happened in
Arifwala

According to details, the thief
stopped his motorcycle near the
camp near Muhammadi Town in
Arnifwala and asked for water from
the child standing on duty. The boy
went to get a glass of water In the
meantime, the thief took away the
box full of money and fled. ~

The CCTV footage of the inci-
dent while the residents of the area
lamented this act profoundly INP

Police officer
martyred in
Lakki Marwat
attack

Lakki Marwat: A police officer
WS manﬁred and another injured
when unknown gunmen sprayed
their ﬁtrul car with bullets in
Lakki Marwat late Saturday might,
police said on Sunday. )

Assistant Sub-Inspector (ASI)
Jamshed Igbal died on the spot
while Constable Inam Ullah was
injured in the attack on Indus
Htgijmag.

An official of the Lakki Marwat
Police Station told newsmen that
the incident took Jﬂace late night
when ASI Jamshed Igbal, who was
the in-charge of Chowka Shehbaz
Khel, was on routine patrol on the
Indus Highway.

The official said the patrol pary
was attacked by some unidentified
assailants who opened fire on
them, As a consequence of the fir-
ing, Jamshed Igbal embraced mar-
tyrdom on  the spot  while

onstable Inam Ullah %Im injured
and was later rushed to the hospital
for treatmenl. Assistant Sub-
Inspector (ASl) Jamshed Igbal
died on the spot while Constable
Inam Ullah was injured in the
attack on Indus Highway

An official of the Lakki Marwat
Police Station told newsmen that
the incident took L,:l]w.:c late night
when AS] Jamshed Iqhal. who was
the in-charge of Chowki Shehbaz
Khel, was on routine patrol on the
Indus Highway The official said
the patrol party was attacked by
some unidentified assailants who
opened lire on them, [NP
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MoU signed to

strengthen Sino-Pak coop

in buffalo business

Royal  agricultural

Guangx

provinces
that enjoys a similar cli-
mate with south China's
Zhuang
Autonomous Remon, |

which can be shared with
our Pakistam  friends,"
Teng told CEN

With the signing of the
in Mol "we wiﬁ train local

lawmakers was convened by Pakistan People Party
Women Wing President and MPA Farval Talpur on
Sunday, to review the ongoing flood situation and relief

activities in Shahdadkot

According to details, the meeting was held al
MNauders House in Larkana and Sindh Mimster Syed
Masir Hussain Shah, Imtiaz Ahmed Sheikh, Schail

Anwar Sial, and Qamaruddin Goﬁan-
Sindh Chief Mimster Qaim Al Shah,

while Former
Mfir Wadir Mags:,

Amir Magsi, and Burhan Khan Chandio were also

present

_ The meeting was held in order to review the flood
situation and ongoing relief activities in Clambar

Shahdadkot district,

Faryal Talpur directed party’s elected representatives

towork under a comprehensive strate

for the relief of

the victims and the rehabilitation of the flood-affected

areas.

Al resources will be used to control the flood situ-
ation in Qambar,” she further directed the representa-

tives [NP

between the two coun- which Roval Group is  talents, improve local
tries, signed 2 based. And that, she agricultural technology
Memorandum of added, makes it more fea-  and promote the develop-

Understanding {Moll) as
a side event of the 2022
China Tntemational Fair
for Trade n Services
(CIFTIS), China
Economic Net (CEN)
reported on Sunday. )
According to the Mol
the two companies will
deepen cooperation  in
buffalo farm building,
buffalo dairy products
deep-processing and
other related projects.
_"We and JW Holdings
will jointly mvest L7
1) millicn, to develo
buffalo breeding and but-
falo milk and meat prod-
ucts processing industry
in Pakistan, build a num-
ber of modern large-scale
buffalo disease-free pas-

sible when introducing
quality Pakistani buffalo
germplasm to China.

Pakistan itself is a big
animal husbandry coun-
try. "They have a quality
ermplasm of buffalo, but
they mainly raise them in
a free-range way

While China has rich
experience in buffalo
farming, =~ managemen
and intensive production,

ment of local industries in
Pakistan. At the same
time, the introduction of
quality germplasm  from
akistan to China will
promote the development
and upgrading of China’s
dairy indusiry,” Teng
R F e S (e R T
pinpointed Themed
'cooperate  for  better
development,  innovate
for a greener future INP
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there is a strong need for
foreign direct investment
(FD} to boost the econo-
my and increase foreign
exchange reserves, said
an expert

Talking to WealthPK,
Director Ceneral of the
International Institute of
Islamic Economucs (THE)

of International Islamic

exchanpe reserves. He
said the current situation

epreciation of foreign
exchange TEServes
require a huee inflow of
FIL, he added. )
Dr Rashid further said
FD in Pakistan averaged
315821 million from
1997 to- 2022 It was
%1 .87 billion 1n the year
2022 and legs than the

previous years. In 2020,

tive effect on economic
srowth in host countries.

technology, management,
and market access. The
other positive impact is
that it increases the host
country’s exports to a
maximum _ level and
decreases imports to a
neglinble  level”, Dr
Rashid said

He further sand

Pakistan was basically an

emment to improve the
country’s manufacturing

tnal policies have been
umplemented in different
times with a changing
focus on either the pn-
vate sector or the public
sector,

“Investors would nof
want to imvest in g coun-
try where the economic
fundamentals are 50 weak

that it s unpredictable

economic strength and
increased opportunities

decrease in FDM, with the
rapid  depreciation of
rupee acainst dollar as
one for the last couple of
years.Pakistan's policies
on foreign investment are
not much attractive, he
said, adding that avail-
ability, reliability, and
cost INP

East region,” sad Teng

cooperation in research
and development of buf-

products,” she told the
reporter, adding that

al Group has acceler-
ated the implementation
of its cooperation project
with Pakistan's buffalo
business since 2021

As per Teng, the proj-
ect is based in Punjab,
one of Pakistan's major
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RARACHI: In what could be
described as a bizarre case of theft,
tax evasion and illegal registration
of a luxury car, customs officials
raided a house in Defence Housing
Authority and recovered a Bentley
Mulsanne allegedly stolen from
London and registered here with
the Sindh excise and laxation
department, it emerged on
Saturday i

Sleuths of a foreign country
tracked down the exact focation of
the car and informed customs
authorities here, who also took
into custody two persons from the

Bentley stolen from London, registered

in Sindh, recovered from DHA house

DHA house and lodged an FIR.
The excise department was
accused as a ‘facilitator’ in evad-
ing taxes amounting to over Rs300
million as the provincial govern-
ment registered the luxury vehicle,
whose assessed value at the time
of import was shows as Rsd | 43m,
without permission of the foreign
miniatry and a no-objection cer-
tificate from the customs
According to the FIR |lodged
against the held suspects —
Jameel Shafi, Naveed Bilawani
and an unidentified facilitator of
the Sindh Excise and Taxation

Department and other persons —
the Collectorate of the Customs
Enforcement Office received a
‘gredible” information from the
intelligence agency of a friendly
country that a Bentley had been
stolen” from London and their
intelligence agency indicated tha
the said vehicle was suspected to
be parked in a house (15-B, South,
10th Street) in DHA, Karachi
“Owner’ failed to produce legal
Eapt:rs of Tuxury car tracked down
y foreign authorities
Accordingly, the customs offi-
cials carried out surveillance and

A

DADU: A melanchnl_y view of unexpected flood disasier where damage houses and mosque sub-
merged in water after deadly flash flood hits the area in Shah Khairpur Nathan (KN) Shah.

Jehangir Tareen
donates Rs100
million for flood

affectees

LODHRAN: Dissident PTI leader
and business tycoon Jehangir Khan
Tareen on Sunday announced Rs100
million donation for the flood
affectees

The relief assistance worth Rs100
million donated by the Punjab politi-
cian include; ration, tents,” mosquito
nets, sanitary items for women and
cash,

Talking to media in Lodhran, Tareen
called upon all the well-to-do and rich
I:u:up]c te come forward and extend
welp to the flood-hit people. He was of
the view that a national effor was
needed to mitigate the sufferings and
loss of the flood-ravaged pmg e. We
all must perform our national duty, he
added. INP

Umarkot DC

removed for

sloppy flood
efforts

UMARKOT: The Sindh govern-
ment on_ Sunday removed Umarkot
Deputy Commissioner Tahir Memon
for showing slackness in flood relief
efforts. )

He has been replaced by MD Sindh
Small Industries MB Dhareejo whao
has been appointed new DC of

Umarkot

Mr Memon has been directed 1o
report  the  Services  General
Administration  and  Coordination
Department

he SGA&CD has issued notifica-
tion in this regard INP

Two die as relief
truck overturns
in Badin

BADIN. A truck loaded with relief
supplies for the flood vietims over-
tumed in Badin on Sunday, resulting
i death of two people. ;

Rescue officials said that the acci-
demt occurred on Karachi Street in
Badin where a truck camying relief
goods overturmed. )

“Two people died while three peo-
ple were seriously injured and were
rushed to the Badin DHC) hospital for
n]ai:iical treatment,” sald rescue offi-
cials.

_The deceased were identified as
Shahzeb and Muhammad Younis and
all the victims of the accident were
travelling to Badin from Karachi TNP

Several villages
flooded after
breach in Meeru
Khan canal in

Qamber

LARKANA: The kachta area of Kot
Durrani Mehar has completely sub-
merged as the flood situation has
become  serious in Qamber
Shahdadkot district.

According to details, a T0-feet crack
occurred in the Khosa Simm Canal in
Meeru Khan, Tehsil of CQamber
Shahdadkot after rising in Indus River

In order to deal wiath any possible
disaster and save their homes, the res-
idents of the area are busy closing the
crack of the canal on their own

After the Khosa Simm Canal burst,
water quickly entered the adjacent vil-
lages.

Apart from this, & large number of
fish died due to sewage water in
Kandhkot, rain and sewage water from
the city was released in the village
Muhammad Siddiq Sabzoi, as a resull
of which millions of fish in the fish
farm died. According to details, a 70-
feet crack occurred in the Khosa
Simm Canal in Meeru Khan, Tehsil of
Quamber Shahdadkot after rising in
Indus River.In order to deal with any
possible disaster and save their homes,
the residents of the area are busy clos-
ing the crack of the canal on their own

After the Khosa Simm Canal burst,
water quickly entered the adjacent vil-
lages. Apart from this, a large number
of fish died due to sewage water in
Kandhkot, rain and s&wa#e water from
the city was released. TN

- MOHENJO-DARO: keeping in
view that the herntage site
Mohenjo-Daro situated on the
right bank of Indus River is facing
the danger of obliteration after
braving the monstrosity of recent
flash floods and rorrential rains,
the administration on  Sunday
banned the entry of tounsts to the
place. )

The recent heavy spell of rains
and concurrent floods which have
ravaged larpe swathes of Sindh,
have also taken a very heavy toll
on the mounds and ruins of 5000-
Bem'-old historic city of Mohenjo-

aro.

_The authorities fearing its anni-
hilation has put a ban on the entry
of tourists to the place.

It is expected that LN Secret
Creneral Antonio Guterres wil
visit the archeological site during
his visit to Pakistan on Sept 11,

In a statement, the UN said tha
Secretary-General Guterres will
travel to Pakistan for a solidanty

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has
significant trade potential with
Egypt, South Afnca, and Nigena,
which can be expanded by lower-
ing non-tarifT barriers, reports
WealthPK.

Sajid Ali, Research Associate at
Trade Development Authority of
Pakistan ( TDAP), said while talk-
ing to WealthPK that Pakistan has
significant trade potential with
these three countrnies, which are
contributing more than 70% to
Africa’s gross domestic product
(GDP).

He added that Pakistan is not
achieving 1ts true trade potental
because of high non-tantt meas-
ures with these countries,

Sand Al smd that Pakistan's
trade volume was recorded at $2.2
billion in FY22 with these coun-

tries, which can be further
enhanced
BELIING A Pakistan

National Pavilion being set up
in the China International Fair
for Trade in Services (CIFTIS)
for the first time, China
Economic Net (CEN) reported
on Sund?. . .

The 2022 CIFTIS witnessed
the flounshing business of these
Pakistani merchants. With this
platform, they are logging their
srowing  appetite  Tor  the

hinese market.

"How ahout this necklace?
It's more stunning than the for-
mer one. Yep dear all from
Pakistan! Quality ones!" 1In
front of the Pakistani jewelry
stall stands a Chinese buyer
who is in a video call with his
wife, holding his mobile phone
to shoot the gems shining in the
booth )

_"It's the very first time 1 par-
ticipate in  CIFTIS This vear

we are looking to understand

Tourists’ entry
banned in flood-hit
Mohenjo-Daro

visit given the “tragic situation
facing millions of men, women,
and children impacted by historic
floods.” The Secretary-General is
expecled W amve in Islamabad on
Sept 9 and will then travel to the
areas most impacted by the
unprecedented climate  catastro-
he He is expected to be back in
ew York on Sept 11 but before
wrapping up his visit, he is also
expected to visit Mohenjo-Daro,
Mohenjo-Daro - a ‘group of
mounds and ruins on the right
bank of the Indus River in north-
ern Sindh - lies on the flat alluvial
lain of the Indus, about 50 miles
80 km) southwest of Sukkur, The
site contains the remnants of one
of two main centres of the ancient
Indus civilization (c, 2500-1700
BCE), the other one being
Harappa, some 400 miles (640
km} to the northwest in F'urulﬂb
province The lustoric site also
called City of Dead has received
torrential rains and floods INP

Pakistan must lower
tariff barriers for Egypt, Nigeria,
S Africa: WealthPK

Data from the State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP) shows thai
Pakistan's trade wvolume with
Egypt was recorded at $386.16
mu?lmn. South Africa at 1.7 bil-
lion, and Migena at 3117 411 mil-
lion in fiscal year 2022,

Sajid said Pakistan's exports to
MNigeria are concentrated mainly in
textile and pharmaceutical prod-
ucts, He said products such as
cereals, man-made fibres, and
tractors have a lot of export poten-
tial, He added that diversification
from textiles to machinery wouold
help Pakistan to enhance expor
revenue and increase the trade
volume with Nigena

In the first month of the current
fiscal year (July FY23), exports to
Migeria stood at $1.998 million
compared to $2.007 million in
July 2021, This shows a decline of
4%, data from the SBP shows.[NP

Pakistan Pavilion
set up in China Int'l Fair
for Trade in Services

more about the Betﬁ{ing market,"
Pakistani jeweler Ageel Ahmed
Chaudhry told CEN. He is also
the founder of WINZA from
Pakistani gemstone firm Cosmao
Enterprises PvT. Litd

Shanghai, the first stop for
this Pakistani brand to shine in
China, nourished 1ts business
and now, next destination -
"mext year we plan to open our
next retal store in Beijing ®
_Muhammad Kami Ef(_!mn_.
CEQ of Pak Link Enterprises,
has been parhcipating in the fair
for two consecutive vears. He
told the reporter that his stall to
showcase high-end Pakistani
handicratts 15 much hgger than
last year,

For the 2022 CIFTIS he
applied for twao stalls in differ-
ent exhibition areas to exhibit
quality onyx handicrafts and
wood  carving handierafis to
Chinese customers INP

after fu]ﬂ]ling legal formalities
visited the house a uu:ig with a lady
officer and identified the vehicle

parked therg

The officials asked the ‘owner’,
Jameel Shafi, 1o provide legal dog-

uments of the vehicle upon which
he, instead of producing legal doc-
uments, gave the statement that
the said vehicle had been sold to
him by a person named Naveed
Bilwani with terms of agreement
that Mr Bilwani would bear all lia-
bilities to clear required documen-
tation from the concerned authori-
ties till November 2022 _

~ “As his statement was not satis-
factory and he could not produce
the document of the said vehicle
therefore, the vehicle was taken
into  possession  accordingly.”
according to the FIR Web Desk

Pakistan needs to focus
on shrimp farming to increase
seafood exports: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD: The povernment needs to focus
on shrimp farming to increase the export of seafood
from Pakistan ana raise foreign exchange reserves,
WealthPK reports

The export of seafood is the fifth largest foreign
exchange earner for Pakistan and shrimps are an
important part of this trade. The volume of shrim
exports from Pakistan to China is curremtly $4GE
million.

The fishenes industry is essential for the liveli-
hoods, nutnitional needs and food secunty of many
Pakistams, particularly those living close 1o the
country's coast Faisal Iftikhar, Chairman of the
Pakistan Fisheries Exporters Association, Karachi,
told WealthPK that fishing was an important source
of income for the p&nple&fivmg along the coasts in
the Sindh and Balochistan provinces of the country.

“Exporting shrimp can generate a sizable sum of
foreizn exchange for Pakistan. Shnmp 1s also the
cheapest source of protein for poor people. Since
there are no fish or shrimp hatcheries in Pakistan,
all of the country’s aquaculture requires the import
of young fish, which are then raised and used for
either local consumption or export,” he said

Faisal Ilikhar said that Pakistan should focus on
expanding aquaculture as it would help in increas-
ing the profit of export. “We must start our own
shrimp farming. The government should set up
shrimp-producing aquaculture towns for fishermen
A one-acre farm may help fishermen to make
$25,000 per vear,” he added He said that the estab-
lishment of such towns would enable farmers to

produce more shrimp and raise the export capacity
of the country besides boosting the fisheries sector.
“In Punjab, we are involved in fish farming on
250,000 acres, One fish is sold for %1 and a one-
acre farm produces 1,000 kilograms of fish.
However, we will get 20,000 kilograms of shnmp
from a one-acre farm in a year if we switch the
species and grow shrinip instead of fish. It means
the production will increase by 20%. The farm gate
value of a shrimp is $5,” said Faisal Iftikhar
He said that shrimps warth $1 billion could be
exporied only from Punjab in the first vear if specie
modification was introduced Lnllust_lt]% of farms.
“The previous fiscal saw a decline in the trade of
seafood, To identify the reason for the reduction in
guantity, we carried out a thorough stock evalua-
tion survey. The survey showed that our high-value
rotein stocks were being reduced by 80%%. This is
ecause local fishing boats have been using illegal
nets, capturing 80,000 to 90,000 kilograms of agh-
protein baby Tish,” he added Faisal Tftikhar said
that Pakistan’s fishing industry would develop in
terms of ex]ly_‘urts. He added that it was a profitable
profession that could bring significant foreign cash
to a country.In the first month of the current fiscal,
Pakistan's seafood exports increased bg 30.02%, on
year-on-year basis, and reached $18.506 million as
compared to $14.233 million in the corresgmndtnq
eriod of the financial vear 2021-27
F)uanmalwe]y. Pakistan’s seafood export increased
18.47% and reached 8,058 metric tonnes in the
first month of the current, INP

ANF foils
attempt to
smuggle
one ton of

narcotics

ISLAMABAD: The
Anti-Narcotics Force
ANF) personnel have
oiled an attempt to smug-
gle more than a ton of nar-
coties during an operation
conducted in Islamabad.

Acting on secrel infor-
mation, the ANF team
seized a vehicle carrying
refrigerator  containers
from Balochistan  to
Punjab and seized over
one ton of drugs
. “Two important opera-
tives of the inter-provin-
clal smugglers” gang,
including the nngleader,
were also arrested in the
operation, The recovered
dmﬁ_s included 1,020kg of
hashish (manjuana) and
2880 kg of herom,” said
an AMF spokesman.

A case has been regis-
tered against the accused
under the Anti-Marcotics
Act while further investi-
lqeltli’ms are under process

FCA charges
waiver
notification
issued for
power
consumers

ISLAMABAD : The
ene ministry  Sunday
issued a notification to
implement Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharit’s
orders aboutl waiving off
thie Fuel Cost Adjustment
{(FCA) charges for power
CONUMSErs USINE up 1o
300 umits of electricity a
month, -

The prime minister had
announced the waiver on
Thursday in an attempt to
provide reliel” to lower-
income families who have
been hit by rising infla-
tion and mereasing ener-
Ev costs. L

A statement from the
Pnme Mimster's Office
Sunday said that the ener-
oy mimistry has issued the
notification  and  now
power companies will not
colleet FCA charges from
consumers using 3 or
less than 300 units a
month :

JIn August, power dis-
tritbution companies (dis-
cost put massive FCA
charges on electnoity
bills, prompting nation-
wide protests.

The prime minister had
first ordered a waiver for
consumers using up to
200 umts a month but he
increased the bracket to
300 units this week INP

UETTA:Provincial Amir
uring a press conference.

of Jamaat-e-Islami Maulana Abdul Hag Hashemi speukﬁ

Power division directs
discos to implement FAC
exemption for 300 units

[SLAMABAD: Power division has
written letters to the distribution com-
anies and K-Electric to imglemenl
rime Minister Shehbaz Sharif's
exemption regarding fuel adjustment
charges (FAC) on electricity bills upto
300 units

The power division in its letter said
that the non-protected household con-
sumers teceiving power bills for upto
300 units are given relief on FCA. It
directed the companies to refrain from
receiving the fuel adjustment charges
in August bills.

It however, said that these charges
will be collected in installments which
will include recovery of Rsl.65 per
unit for the six months under the FCA

ISLAMABAD: A vendor l's dis [a*i{l&g
a

al Karachi Company area in Federa

“The amount paid under fuel adjust-
ment should be accommodated in elec-
tricity bills for September,” the power
division said and directed the DISCOs
and K-Electric to issue revised bills
and extend dates for their payment

On  Thursday, Prime ~ Minister
Shiehbaz Shanf extended the cxcmg—
tion for fuel qdlj_ustmcnt charges (FALU)
in August’s billing to consumers using
300 units of electnicity

Addressing a meetin
makers in lslamabad, the prime minis-
ter said that the coalition government
in first phase announced an exemption
I power users consuming 200 units
which has now extended to 300
units. [NP

of party law-

kids toys and swings alongside a road

pital.

May 25 torture: police
report recommends
show-cause notices to cops

LAHORE. Punjab police have final-
ized a report into torture incidents on
May 25 during PT1's long march and
have recommended 1ssuing show-cause
notices to the concermed police officers

According to sources, a Tour-member
police team probing the May 25 inci-
dents have concluded their investiga-
tion and endorsed the recommendations
from a committes formed by the PTI

DG Secunity Mehboob Rasheed
has sent the report to DG operation,”
thev said, adding that officers found
puilty of tortuning protesters on May 25
will be imitially issued show-cause
notice In second phase, the officers will
be terminated from service or a case
will be registered against them if they
fail to satisfy the authorities over their
conduct on the day A report on August
23 revealed thai the Punjab government
is in ambiguous sitoation over filing
cases against police officers allepediy

invalved n violence dunng Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf's (PTI) Azadi March
on May 25

According to sources, polincal adwvi-
sors and semor officials — including the
Chiel Minister’'s Secrelariat — have
advised the Punjab government against
filing First Information Reports (FIRs)
apainst police officials Sources told
ARY Mews that the provincial govern-
ment has been advised to launch
departmental action against policemen
instead of filing cases. Filing cases
against police officers will hinder the
morale of the force, sources
added Sources further claimed that
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leaders
were asking the Punjab Chief Minister
to register cases against the police offi-
cers. “The issue was also discussed in
CM Pervaiz Elahi’'s meeting with PTI
Chairman Imran Khan,” they added.
INP

Indus in high flood at Kotri, water
receding at Sukkur, Guddu

SUKKUR: Peak flood flow has
approached Kotri Barrage in Indus
River downstream with above
5,880,000 cusecs water at the bar-
rage on Sunday.

he water has started receding at
upper Sindh barrages in_Indus
River with low to medium flood at
Guddu and medium to high flood
at Sukkur Barrage. according to the
figures shared by the water author-
ities.

The water inflow and outflow at
Guddu Barrage has been measured
4,84.795 cusecs. The inflow of the
river at Sukkur Barrage measured
5.44.650 cusecs.

The river has submerged hun-
dreds of villapes in katcha area
near Kandhkot, while villagers
maoving from their homes by boats
to safer places. The water inflow at
Kotri arrage  has  surged to
5,84,691 cusecs and outflow meas-
ured 5,72,436 cusecs.The canals
from Kotri Barrage carrying
12,225 cusecs. The water level is

expected to further increase in
Indus at Kotn Barrace.

Katcha arca at hmshnm and
Kotri has submerged, while the
administration has directed the
people of the area to evacuate to
safer places

Standing crops at large tracts of
agriculture land have also drowned
in the flooding. _

Indus River water inflow at
Tarbela has been 1,760,300 cusecs,
while outflow has been 1.45,200
cusecs. The water level at the
reservoir has returned to normal.

The water inflow in river at
Kalabagh has been 1.81.711 cusecs
and discharge measured 1.73.711
cusecs. The water inflow in Indus
at Chashma has been 228310
cusecs and discharge measured
2, 10,310 cusecs,

The water inflow n river at
Taunsa Barrage has been measured
218,991 cusecs, while outflow has
been 2,09,491 cusecs, according to
the water record INP




