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The killer is deeply
ashamed of Killing 1lli-.
three brothers in
Ouetia's Railway
Sociely the other day.
“The accused is fec
VEry embarrassed
today™, Abdullah
Alridi, the
-"*tl[li‘rilﬂi'lli’l'nT of
Police (5P) CIA told
Daily Quetta Voice.
Police  said  the
accosed Oais  Khan

The K

ilwler

Killed his own three
Of @ Yery pity
Three

incident in  Quetta’s
Railway Society., The
vietims were sons ol
well-known medical
professional Dr. Nasir
Ashezrai,

“The accosed hrother
confessed to killing his
own brothers on the
same morning”, Mr,
Afridi mentioned, He

Resurgence of

' PM, COAS congratulate
Mohammed Bin

N Salman on being
i appointed KSA PM

IS deeply ashamed of
Killing his brothers: Quetta Police

.
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Resurgence of
terrorism will not be
tolerated: Army chief

said the accusced is phys-
inlogically  fir
faces no mental ;
As per the ial
investigation, the accused.
accused revealed that  incident ¢
the two elder brothers this pr : i
used to stop him on  and thoosands of peaple
everything and this expressed serious con-
angered  him.  Qais cern over the (ragic
Khan is a student of  incident. The wvictims
re-medical  in the were bured in
l-I'miuu.‘r ¢ Nap College Chaman, Pakistan's
Quetta.*The accused bordering city with
was habitual of PUBG Afghanistan.
games and TikTok™. Thousands of people
Abdullah Afridi stated. turned out (o mourn the
A case was also regis-

fered Against
accused and
police i
ImEerroga

tragic incident.

terrorism will

not be tolerated: Army chief

Rawalpidi:Chief  of
Army taff (COAS
General Qamar Jave
Bajwa on Wednesday
said that the resurgence
of terrorism will not be
tolerated and stressed
that no stone should be
left unturmed in taking
aclion againsl [Errorsts,

The army chief made
these remarks at the
251st Corps
Commanders’
Conference held at the
General Headguarters in
Rawalpindi today.

The commanders were
briefed in detail about
the external and internal
security situation with a

articular focus on the
ood situation and ongo-
ing relief efforis being
undertaken by army for-
mations across the coun-
Iy,

According to a press
release issued by the mil-
itary's media wing, Gen
Bajwa expressed satis-
faction over the opera-
tional preparedness of
the formation and direct-
ed them to “maintain
strict vigil to guard [the
country] against any
threat’

“The forum undertook
a comprehensive review
of the secunty environ-
ment with special focus
on situation along the
borders, internal security
and other professional
matters of the arm%“ the
Inter-Services blic
Relations”™  statement

said. )

The COAS, it went on,
commended formations
for reaching out to peo-
ple in distress and help-
ing them mitigate their

ISLAMABAD: l‘hrime Minister Shehbaz Sharif called on
President D Arif Alvi at Aiwan-e-Sadr,

Indigenous
newspapers to be
defended: Balochistan

Editors Forum

e

Manan Mandokhail

G EEST T A
Balochistan Editors
Forum (BEF) has
vowed to defend
indigenous  newspa-

ers despite all odds,
The BEF held an
important meeting and
expressed serious con-
cern over the non-pay-
ment and reduction of
advertisements in the

rﬁ:grlonal NEWSPAPErs.
he members of the  gjal

regional newspapers
and urged the provin-  Mir

Mimnister Balochistan,
uddus Bizenjo

government to  and Chief Secretary

BEF demanded an jssue special supple- Abdul Aziz Uqails
immediate payment to  ments so that the take notice of the
the regional papers. newspapers  could  delayed payments to

The meeting also  gvercome the prevail-
expressed serious con-  jng fnancial crisis

cern cver the low flow he BEF meetine
of advertisements to  demanded that Chie

newspapers and the
reduction in the Mow
of advertisements to
the indigenous press

Armed forces
continue relief,
rescue operation in
flood-affected area

. REAWALPINDI: Armed forces
including Pakistan Army, Navy
and Air Force continue “carrving
out relief and rescue operations n
flood-affected areas of the country.

Pakistan Mavy’s four MNood reliel
centres and 18 central collection
points have collected and distnb-
uted over 1805 tonnes of food,
6553 tents, and 7,35.263 litres of
mineral water among flood-affect-
ed people. )

According to the Mational Flood
Relief  Coordination  Centre
(NFRCC) at least 25,973 people
have taken refuge in 22 WNavy
camps. At least 15,568 people have
been rescued by 23 emergency
response teams of the Pakistan
Mavy, the NFRCC told.

The Emergency Response teams
of the Pakistan MNavy have 34
motorized boats, and 2 hover
crafts, while two helicopters are
assigned to rescue people in Sindh.

[he NFRCC told that a total of
479 1;:::0 le have been rescued via
70 fhights of the MNavy helicopter
while 5333 ration bags were also
distributed using 1

Pakastan Navy also established
86 medical camps which have
treated over 108990 patients so
far. the NFRCC 1old

While, Pakistan Air Foree's C-
130, MI-17, and AW-139 planes
took 262 flights while Air Force
helicopters took 1321 flights

Pakistan Asrforee distnbuted
6583 tents and over 570,34 food
packets. Teams distributed 3353 26
tonnes of food and 287 183-lire
mineral water, )

Pakistan Air Force established
46 medical camps, treating over
72,228 patients. While 19 807 peo-
ple have taken refuge in 20 camp-
sites established by the Pakistan
Adrforce,

Army Aviation hehcopters have
taken 625 flights for flood-relief
operations rescuing 4,639 stranded

eople, the National  Flood

csE.msn.: Coordination  Center
{NFRCC) said INP

sufferings. He also
praised army doctors and
paramedics for the provi-
sion of emergency med-

ical care 1o flood
affeciees, particularly
children and women

including measures to
check the spread of dis-
eases in flood-hit areas.

“The 5,‘{),-&.‘3 also
appreciated army engi-
negr&-’FWD {Emnt?&r
Works Organisation) for
restoring accessibility of
critical routes and com-
munication  infrastruc-
ture On an emergency
basis,” the ISPR said

The statement added
that the army chief has
directed formations to
focus on relief, rehabili-
tation, reconsiruction
and help restore routine
life in flood-affected
areas. Web Desk

Ishaq Dar sworn
in as federal
finance minister

Dawood Ahmed

ISIAMABAD: Ishag Dar, the central leader of
Pakistan Muslim League () took oath as a federal
minister on Wednesday moming. President Dr. Anf
Alvi took cath from lshaq Dar.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and other high level
officials also attended the oath taking ceremony.

Dar was nominated by PML-N supremo MNawaz
Sharf and PM Shehbaz as the finance minister during
a meeting on Sunday. An official notification in this
regard is expected to be issued soon.

| ey

Age limit 43 years for
government employment
in Balochistan

News Desk

_ The government of Balochistan has increased age
limit for Government jobs. “The new age limit for Gov
ernment employment will be 43 vears in Balochistan™,
Sardar Abdul Rehman Khetran, Provine ial Minister
said. The decision was taken after apfrwal in a cabinet
meeting. Government 15 trying it's level best to cope
with unemployment in the province, Sar dar Khetran
told Media. After increasing a& limit in government
mcl:]cs}-mem many peaple will be able to apply for jobs
and help in reducing unemployment fro m the province,
The unemployed youth should apply more and more for
Jobs opportumities in varnous departments, he stated

¥ i T

attacked in Karachi,
one killed

From Our Corrvespondent

KARACHIL: A Chinese
national was killed and two
injured in an attack in Karachi's
Sadar area on Wednesday after-
noon. Police said the unknown
accused opened fire inside a
dental chinic and killed a
Chinese citizen,

Speakmg at the scene of the
crime, S5P South Asad Raza
told reporters that one person
was killed and two people were
injured who were shifted to a
hospital for treatment. He con-
firmed that the three were
Chinese people. Raza said the
attacker entered the clinic pre-
tending to be a patient,

In a press release 1ssued
afterwards, the police identified
the wvictims as 23-year-old
RemlD Raimond Chaw, 72-
year-old Margrade and 74-year-
old Richard. .

Pohece surgeon Dr. Summaiya
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Syed told media men that a man
with bullet wounds was brought
dead to the Dr. Ruth Pfau Ciwl
Hospital. _

Dr. Syed said that two others
aman and a woman Were
taken to the Jinnah Post-
Graduate Medical Centre in an
injured state. The police sur-
E&DTI said that the condition of
oth the injured foreigners was
critical as they have suffered
bullet wounds in  their
abdomen,

PM, COAS
congratulate
Mohammed Bin
Salman on being
appointed KSA PM

ISLAMABAD/RAWALPINDI:
Prime Minister (PM) Shehbaz
Sharif” and Chief of Army Staff
(COAS) General Qamar Javed
Bajwa on Wednesday congratulat-
ed Mohammed bin Salman bin
Abdulaziz Al Saud on being
appointed prime minister of the

ingdom of Saudi Arabia

Saudi  Arabia’s King  and
Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosgues on Tuesday issued a royal
decree appointing Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Eﬂlltlan as Prime
Minister of the country, according
tor & Saudi Gazette report.

PM Shehbaz Shanf in his tweet
congratulated Mohammed bin
Salman on being appeinted PM of
Sauch Arabia

On the other hand, COAS also
extended his felicitations to MBS

According to DG ISPR. tweet,
COAS congramlated HRH Prime
Mohammed Bin Salman for being
appointed as PM and Prince Khaliﬁ
bin Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud
for being appeointed Def Min,
KSAIN

Imran Khan and Maulana Sherani
discuss political situation

Dawood Ahmed

ISLAMABAD: Former Prime Minister and the
Chief of Pakistan Tehnk e Insaf (PT1), Imran Khan and
Maulana Muhammad Khan Sherani, the Chief of his
own faction of Jamiat ul Ulema e Islam (JUT) discussed
the prevailing political situation in the country.

lana r?hvv:ram{: called on the PTI ChieFand dis-
cussed the unfolding events in the country, an insider
ily Quetta Voice, He said the two
leaders thoroughly discussed the amti-government
ca“l\:lﬂau?“ and evolved a strategy to make it a success. E

ana Sherani's meeting with PT1 Chief has come
after recent video leaks that mmitiated a hot debate
among the masses of the country. The Maulana had

of the meeting told

arted wa

s with the Pakistan Democratic Movement
PDM) Chief Maulana Fazal ur, Rehman, a few years
ack over policy issues of the iarly
whelming support in Khyber
Balochistan provinces,

which enjoys over-
Pakhtunkhwa and

Governor Balochistan and Resident coordinator
UN discuss flood damages

this, every member of the provincial assembly can also inform the Speaker
Balochistan Assembly about the losses in the area, he told the UN
Coordinator, “Government 15 taking concrete s1eps Lo ensure [ransparency
in the relief and reconstruction activities”, Mr, Jamali said

Syed Muhammad Qaseem

Acting Governor Balochistan, Mir Jan Muhammad Jamali and Julien
Harneis, Resident Coordinator of United Nations for Pakistan discussed
the prevailing floods situation and damages. The mesting discussed the
ongoing telief and rehabilitation activines of the flood-affected areas
across the province. i ;

Provincial Minister for Food Department Engineer Zmarak Khan
Achakzai, Provincial Advisor Gohram Bugti, Member Provincial
Assembly Zainab Shahwani, and Padiamentary Secretary for Minorities
Khalil George were also present al the meeting .

Acting Governor Balochistan said that it is a matter of pleasure that both
the incombent government and the opposition parties are active in their
respective areas regarding relief and rehabilitation activities, and making a
Eransparent process of delivering relief goods to the flood victims at their

orsteps.

f"PTmEidi_ng relief to the flood affectees is one of cur main priorities”,
Mir Jamali stated.

“Providing relief to the flood atfectees is one of our main priorities”,

Mir Jamali stated,

The current torrential rains followed by the flash floods cavsed large-
scale damages and deaths across the province. The merciless flood waves
damaged the electricity and gas systems in Balochistan, (éhctm and other

?m‘tﬁ of the province remained d

rived of electnicity and gas for around

5 days, the acting Governor recalled. A committee consisting of represen-

tatives of all parliamentary political parties will be formed and apart from

Jg

Transter of

areas were disconnected through a road connection, This

goods was a big challenge in the beginning as most of the

problem was

overcome by the concemed instifutions with their untiing efforts, he

informed.
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Education Sector Plan,
Go beyond words

Much has been said about the Balochistan Education Sector Plan (BESP) 2020-25
on the official level and among the academia and infernational donor agencies.
Undoubtedly, some officers of the education department and donor agencies deserve
appreciation for preparing the Plan.

he estimated eost of the five years BESP 15 Rs. 72 billion as per the data shared
with journalists during a function in this regard in Cuuetta the other day. Attractive
banners, books, and brushers with the best paper quality were given to the partici-
pants of the function held at Quetta’s luxury hotel. As usual, very few individuals
bothered to read the information in bags given to them by organizers of the function,

The Secondary Education Department had prepared the BESP 2020-25 in collab-
oration with European Union, Global Pannership for Education (GPE), and

UNICEF. Thanks to these organizations for extending support to the Balochistan
rernment in imﬁn_wing the quality of education. Nevcrﬂw?:sz these international
ould also go beyond words and ensure sustainable efforts to

onor agencies s

improve the state of education in Balochistan.
ost of the teachers, parents are unaware of BESP 2020-23

When educationists, academicians, bureaucrats, ministers, and representatives of
donor agencies were addressing the BESP function, parents and teachers in remote
remained unaware of the Plan. This daily asked some teachers and parents about the
BESP 2020-25, They simply said, “What is this™

Subsequently, the target group is unaware of the BESP 2020-25 and the multi-bil-
lion rupees spending on the Project. Most of the speakers spoke about the quality of
education. [n reality, speaking about the quality of education is like daydreaming in
Balochistan, lagging behind other provinces of the country in terms of key social

indicators.

Owver 6,000 schools with one teacher in Balochistan

The education minister Maseebullah Marm lamented that 70,000 teachers and the
guality still low. Palvasha Jalalzai, the education specialist of UNICEF put some crit-
ical questions about the one-teacher one-school, teachers training in Balochistan.

To be very precise, the government and donor agencies should come out of
Quetta’s only luxury hotel and mobile teachers, parents, political people, media, and
religious scholars at the district level to improve the state of education in

Balochistan.

As millions of hapless
people grapple with the
effects of the devastating
floods, the ruling elite
appears to be more inter-
ested in settling political
scores and sparring over
inconsequential matters.
The a_pocal}q]:((ic: natural
calamity has killed more
than 1638 people besides
wounding over 12,863
souls. The tumultuous
wave of destruction has
also caused heavy losses
to owr infrastructure —
partially or completely
damagin over
2,049 482 houses, 13074
kilometers of roads and
392  bridges besides
killing over 1,103 800
livestock and submerg-
ing over ¢ million acres
of land.

The
affected
33,046,329 people,
including 11 million
children, hitting 84 dis-
tricts of the country, still
continues to hawnt mil-
lions of people who are
facing a spectre of dis-
ease outbreak. The
looming hunger and star-
vation are two other pos-
zible Ehencmena that
haunt those badly affect-
ed by these floods. With
more than 44 per cent
malnourished children,
there are fears that the
country is going to face
an epidemic of malnour-
ishment as staple crops
like wheat and rice have
been desiroyed on a

that
than

disaster
maore

massive scale while mil-
lions of indebted peas-
ants have further been
pauperized by the devas-
tation of farm lands,

The floods also affect-
ed the already crippling
infrastructure of educa-
tion. According to Save
the Children, at least
18,590 schools were
damaged or destroyed,
dealing a blow to the
education of 670,000
children. It is feared that
the real number might be
much higher than esti-
mated. The global body
for children's welfare
notes: “With whole vil-
lages mundated, thou-
sands of students across
the country, who had
been preparing for the
start of the academic
vear, have found their
schools completely sub-
merced, with  books,
blackboards, chairs and
tables floating down-
stream.”

The country is already
burdened with over 23
million out-of-school
children and it 13 feared
that the literacy level
will witness a downward
spiral because of the
recent destruction. The
situation is going to be
worse in Sindh where
nearly 16,000 schools
were damaged of
destroved and around
5,500 schools are being
used to house the dis-
plaged. This 15 the
province where educa-

tion already lies on the
bottem laver of priorities
with more than 4000
schools either closed or
non-functional for vears.

With almost 10 per
cent of the couniry’s
health facilities damaged
or destroved, Pakistan is
also likely to face a cata-
strophic situation in the
health sector. The coun-
try's health infrasiruc-
ture had already been in
shambles for vears with
the provincial and feder-
al governments spendin
a very tin centage o
thvn:ir:.‘rl:-a.u:lrrl I:sacn l}glth.
The orld  Health
Organization notes that
tens of thousands of
fregnnnt woinen have
ost access to health
facilities and services
for safe delivery of their
babies, increasing the
risk of medical compli-
cations as their options
are limited to delivery at
home. Those needing
medical attention for
existing conditions will
face diminished access,
while tens of thousands
of people, including
children, need psychoso-
cial support and mental
health services to cope
with the enormous losses
they are experiencing
and destruction they are
witnessing,

The situation is grim
but even these heart-
wrenching scenes of
emaciated children or
malnourished  women

did not affect our ruling
elite that is busy trading
allegations against one
another. Imran Khan, the
self-proclaimed messiah
for the poor, 15 56l hold-
ing public rallies and
gatherings, seizing this
opportunity to lambast
the government and his
political rivals. The gov-
ernments  in Punjab,
Khyber Pakhtonkhwa,
GB and AJK are making
hectic efforts — not to
extend rehef and suc-
cour to those affected by
the devastating floods,
but to appease their
beloved leader who has
been strutting around the
country, spending bil-
lions of rupees on his
political activities.
Amidst the devasta-
tion of these floods, the
sheer indifference of the
ruling alliance towards
the people has also been
exposed. Instead of com-
ing up with a compre-
hensive plan to mitigate
the hardships of the dis-
placed, it is c;_uarrelin
over the portfolios o
ministries and positions
in government offices,
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, who made an his-
toric number of foreign
trips within a short span
of time, was accused of

taking a large entourage
to New York. allegedly
squandering public

money. While the ruling
elite wants to set all the
standards of austerity for

the poor people by
imposing  unbearable
taxes, it loves to inflate
the size of the cabinet.
As if not enough, the
elected representatives
of the country expressed
their love for the people
by demanding to be
exempted from toll tax
on motorways because

our impecuious parlia-
mentarians  cla in
branded dresses and

adorned with imported
watches and necklaces
cannot afford to pay this
tax, Their altruistic
efforts bore results and
they were granted the
exemption. Others did
not want to be left out so
they were allowed to
im%m luxury cars.

his 15 all happening
at a ime when the coun-
try has already suffered
a loss of more than 30
billion because of the
destruction caused to our
infrastructure during the
catastrophic floods. Our
prime minister and his
tedious acolvtes are
roaming about  the
waorld's capitals with a
begging bowl asking
international bodies to
generously contribute to
the funds that are meant
to be spent on flood
affected but ironically,
from the prime minister
to the foreign minister to
Imran Khan to Maulana
Fazl, none of them has
contributed even a single

penny.

A capitalist supernova?

Excerpted: “Are We
Heading Towards a
Capitalist Supermova?’,

lobal debt - of
households, private
firms and governments —
reached a stapgering
$305tn (234tn F} mn
2021, up from %83tn in
2000

Furthermaore, §Iobal
debt now e%uals 335 per
ge:nt of gzlobal GDF, up
Tom | 3%13r cent in
1980 and 230 per cent in
2000 )

The events we are wit-
nessing mirror  the
dynamic that kicked off
our current phase of cap-
italism in the first place.

n 2021, debtors of all
li)-fes handed $10.2trn —

er cent Dfs%lnhal
GDP — in_interg Ifﬂ'_lp"'
ments to their creditors.
In  comparison, _the
annual mcome of the
Rnurest_ 50 per %egt of
umanity 1s just 8.5 per
cent of gDP.

(Global debt has grown
twice as fast as global
GDP since 1980 and is
accelerating, while glob-
al GDP growth is slow-
ing and threatening to go
into reverse,

While global debt has
rocketed, global interest
rates have been in
almost continual decline
since 1980. So low have
interest rates fallen since
the global financial cri-
sis of 2008 that, b
2021, $17trn of bonds
were trading at negative
mterest rates, even
before inflation is taken
into  account, That's
£7tm more than the ﬂgr
ure that astounded Bill
Gmsc.? in Et}t&g_refﬂp
enced at the inning
of this article.

As a result, interest on

debt, as a share of GDP,
i3 well below its peak at
the beginning of the
necliberal era.  The
Economist  calculates,
for instance, that 27 per
cent of US GDP was
swallowed by interest
payments in 1989, by
cml?" 12 per cent of it in
2021, dﬁﬂltﬁ the mas-
SIVE Ory in LIS debt.

But the world of ever-
low interest rates has
now come to an end.
The decision of the US
Federal Reserve on 15
June to hike interest
rates by 0.75 per cent -
the sharpest increase in
nearly three decades
with " the promise o
more to come — sent
shockwaves around the
world and has wiped
trithons of dollars off
the values of stock and
bond markets,

Any mise in interest
rz;_ms meunsh a huge shift
0 Urcnasin WEr
fmmp indehteﬁ !'!i]uﬂuse-
holds, firms and govern-
ments to their creditors,
The Economist’ calcu-
lates that a 2 per cent
increase in LIS interest
rates in 2021 would, by
2026, double the share
of global GDP absorbed
by interest payments.

. Dec of ever-lower
interest rates have inflat-
ed what  Nouriel
Roubini, one of the few
economists to  predict
the 2007-8 financial
crash, famously called
“the mother of ‘all asset
bubbles, eventually
leading to a bust, anoth-
er massive financial cri-
sis, and a rapid slide into
recession

~ However, a bubble 15
insubstantial and deli-
cate, and bursts with

barely a sound. A far
more appropriate and
useful metaphor is that
of a star, which is
immense, and dies in a
stupendous explosion.
As Bill Gross, the *bond
kmF’, tweeted in 2016,
“Global yields lowest in
500 years of recorded
history. $10 tnillion of
negative rate  bonds.
This 15 a supernova that
will explode one day."
W’i‘l:if has forced the
Fed to aggressively raise
its interest rate 15 the
dramatic reappearance
of a most feared mon-
ster: inflation. The
evenis we are witnessing
mirror the dynamic that
kicked off bur current
l:-hasn of capitalism in
he first place.
. The neoliberal erawas
mau&ummi in October
1975 by a huge hike in
LS interest aimed
at quelling entrenched
and rampant inflation.
The “Volcker shock™, as
it became known (after
Paul Volcker, then head
of the US Federal
Reserve), was likened
b:E journalist  Naomi
Klein to *a giant Taser
un _ fir ~ from
ashington, sending the
developing world “into

convulsions... Higher
interest J:laymcnts on
ebts._.  could

fﬂrcig
only be met by taking on
more loans. The debt
spural was born.™

This hike in interest
rates  succeeded in
killing the mflation
monster, but at the cost
of a sharp recession in
imperialist countries and
a devastating debt crisis
throughout Africa, Asia
and Latin America. The
debt crisis immiserated

millions and forced
these notionally inde-

dent  countries to
submit to the dictates of
the “Washington

Consensus” wholesale
privatisation, austerity
and removal of obstacles
to cross-border flows of
@ ital ang c:mminfldltms
ut not o el).
Now th?ﬂ_ﬁnf? tion
monster has nsen from
the dead, prompting the
Fed and other central
banks to attempt to kill it
it before it has had a

chance to ﬁmn in
strength, Thus the Bank
for International

Settlements, which pro-
vides banking services
for the world's central
banks, has called on

n to “not be shg' of
inflictin short-term

n and even recessions

provent any move toa
persistently high-infla-
tion world™”

As a result, the debate
has moved on from
whether there will be a
global recession to how
severg it will be - and
whether central banks
really have the guts to
carry out their threats
and risk a global eco-
nomic crash. Owver the
next 18 months we will
find out.

Why did Bill Gross
liken ‘global bond mar-
kets to a star about to
explode? What are the
chances that his predic-
tion may come to pass?
What would such a cata-
clysmic event actually
mean in practice?

A star 15 a production
process, in which heav-
ter elements are fused
out of lighter elements,
releasing huge amounts
of energy. When the

energy released by the
fusion of lighter ele-
ments 15 insulficient to
counter the gravity
exerted by the growing
mass of  heavier ele-
ments, the star dies,

It eather ends its life as
a burned-out cinder or, if
it 15 big enough, n a
supernova, an extremely
violent implosion that
incinerates anything in
its vicimty and scatters
debns throughout space.

Will the coming crash
take the form of a brief
recession, or a long and
deep depression (as in
the 1930s) or something
many magnitudes
worse?

Capitalism is also a
l:amduatmn Erﬂmﬁs, and
he energy that fires it 15
living ur, performed
by workers and farmers
who produce more
wealth than they con-
sume. The surplus is
converted into capital —
that i1s, self-expanding
wealth, wealth that must
either make profits or
shrivel and die. Capital
whether in the form of
stocks and  shares,
bonds, real estate or fine
wines, is, in the words of
Karl Marx, “dead labour
which, vampire-like,
only lives by sucking
living labour, lives
the “more, the more
labour 1t sucks”.

As with a star, when
the mass of accumulated
capital exceeds the

C ity of living labour
to ﬁea%e life info it, the
moment of crisis has
arrived, and swathes of
capital are destroved ina
financial crash. With the
interest rate hikes, our
moment of ¢risis has
arrived. But will,

Playing with

_ nng,ramla-
tions! We
C have made
history, You
can now

freely ma
an under-a girl an
legally get away with
it. Bonus points, vou
might get the court to

e in your favour too.
Our forefathers fought
wars just to see us
encourage (and dare I
say legalise) underage
marriages. Let your
wildest and darkest
thoughts adom your
intenior, revel in all the

ossibilities that can
urther be explored.
}\'I_"]lat’s next, pedophil-
1ar

It evades all logic
how the courts function
despite an ossification
test showing a Dua
Fehra’s bone age to be
16 ar 17; it is unfath-
omable how the honor-
able judge has gone as
far as to say that she is
free to live with who-
ever she wants to, [
mean now that we're at
it, why not legalise
forced CONVersions
too?

But where does the

roblem lie though?
ow 15 1t that we, as
reasonable citizens, can
tell something’s wrong,
Why can’t our Lords
figure that out too? Dua
Zebhra 1= 16 or 17 and
she’s been allowed to
m and live with her
‘husband’. Read that as
many hmes as you
want and try making
peace with 1t. This 1s
the best we've man-
aged in 75 years of our
country’s existence and

we aren't stopping any
time soon, we just
might have more to

er. Mr Mohammad
Al Jinnah, eat your
heart out.

Why are we slaves to
formalities and to due
process? Being a prac-
tising lawyer for the

t three years, I have
noticed that something
that can be resplved in
a month generally takes
years due to followin
the “correct procedure
which adheres to the
“‘laws” laid down by
thozse who ruled us
maore than 100 years
ago, Why is it that
we'te so ngid and
inflexible that we will
only go by the book?
Why can’t we just form
a medical board of
mdependent doctors
and let them decide if
Dua Zehra is of legal
age to marry? Why is

at court hearings go
on for years and years
until the claimants die?

Why is that we aren’t
utilising the wonders of
science to decide a
ﬂwestlgn as simple as

ecoding someone’s
%gc'? But well, on the
ip side, Dua Zehra's
CASE 15 4 MAassive win
for the predators, the
gick minded, the dia-
bolical pedophiles and
for everyone who wish-
es to go down the deep-
est pits of disgust and
horror, Those who love
to violate and fondle
with no objection, the
lonely souls with their
emptiness fulfilled and
the beings who crave
the to of young
skin. No more do they

dolls

have to be left alone
with their sanity, their
primitive instinct does
not r&cmg: honing any
more, USE Our sys-
tem has allowed for
you to ma:rg a pirl who
is below 18. Yes, she
can and will consent.
Mo, you will not be
questioned. We live in
a free country,

And for all those
who have the audacity
to concur with the
judgement of the court
and those who have
been abusing the rheto-
ric of ‘let her live her
life", 1 ask you, imagine
your underage daughter
elopes. will you snll
t this rhetoric and
er ‘live her life’ or
will you try and protect
her use: a) she is
incapable of givin
comsatit: gid B child
marriages are illegal.
Don’t be a hypocrite.

I haven't put forth
my opinions here in
almost a month but the
ﬁu,dgemem in  Dua

ehra’s case was an
eye opener and it
requ being dissect-
ed. It was a testament
to how we're flogging
a dead horse. The sys-
tem has failed and there
i5 absolutely no way it
will improve, unless
it's reconstructed from
the root. | am short on
words on how Dua has
been allowed to ‘go
wherever she wants’, it
‘Elust sets a maf]sively

erons cedent.

%gur chmreu our
calling out our name,
they're sereaming at
the top of their I;mrﬁs,
can’t you hear them"

let

How to break a vicious cycle [Part — 11]

t goes with-
out 59_1{_111
that _politic
) stablh}y is the
51ne qua non_ Ior any
sustained effort  to
achieve rapid and
inclusive growth, The
main drivers of such

rowth would be small
arm agriculture, SMEs
and microenierprises,
construction and low-
cost housing, tourism,
IT and IT enabled serv-
ices, diversification
and value addition in
ExXpoTts.

hus, the agenda
prgg_used for the short,
medium and long term
should have a continu-
ous chain, linking and
consolidating the gains
from these sectors and
stimulating  inter-sec-
toral synergetic impuls-
es | over ime.
Continuity of these
policies "beyond the
electoral cycle is an
absolute must. There
are multiple pathways
to attain this kind of
rowth but the pre-
erred route to be cho-
sen is the one that
expands domestic pro-
ductive capacity to
meet the higher aggre-
gate demand associated
with rising per capita
incomes, the relatively
high propensity to cré-

ate productive ]Enbs and

support  livélihoods
alleviate poverty, an
reduce interpeérsonal

and regional inequality.
'I'_i:mghg pniiticaF deg-
sions would  be
required from time to
time. The time horizons
described are not dis-
cretg as they would
have spillovers but are
continuous, interwoven
in a chain that leads to
the ultimate goal.

Short-term  Agenda
2022-24: The revival of
non-inflationary, sus-
tained and 1nclusive
growth would span a
much longer fime peri-
od. What is presented
in the following para-
g_ra;)hs is what can pos-
sibly be done in the
next  two-and-a-half-
yvear time period with

real concerted effort.

& are fu]ihaaware that
there wall elections
in, 2023 but the com-
mitment of all palitical
Fa.rt;es to this agenda is
0 be secured, )

For this, first, raise
the investment-to-GDP
ratio by two percentage
points.  every  year,
reaching 20 per cent by
2024, Public-sector
investment along with
public-private pariner-
ship should not only be
stepped up but its gual-
ity and composition
should be able to crowd
i private sector mvest-
ment. Bank credit-to-
GDP ratio, particularly
in the fixed imvestment
component, has
remained dismally low
compared to our neigh-
bourtn% countries _and
has to be doubled from
the  current  level.
Private equity, devel-
opment finance institu-
tions, [POs , and debi
capital markets have to

lay a cruecial role in
financing private
investment Second,
increase  productivity
of small and medium
sized farmers — particu-
larly in wheat, sugar,
cotfon, oilseeds, live-
stock  products and

ulses — improve mar-
eting infrastructure,
confine the role of gov-
ernment 1o siratégic
reserves for managing

demand suppl ap,
and majntampggcegstg-
bility. Provision of
improved seed, fertilis-
er, pesticides, small
agricultural imple-
ments _throu%h targeted
subsidies along with
water resource use effi-
ciency and credit to
small farmers who con-
stitute two third of the
total farms can boost
the national yields of
crops. Veterinary serv-
iwces and  artficial
insemination would do
the same for dairy and
livestock. It is paradox-
ical that a country with
the Iar%’est irrigation
system has to import
ood items and cotton
amounting to almost
£10  billion.  The
impressive results in
rice and maize crops
show that government
intervention in markets
15 to be avoided. R&D
in the public sector
needs to be integrated
and coordinated.
ird, continue
focused attention on
the construction and
housing sector and
tourism which would
create  jobs, induce
activity “in the allied
industries, assist micro,
small _and medium
enterprises and help
low-income families in
acquiring houses and
p:gpapdmgl tourist facl-
ities in Gilgit-Baltistan,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
the Makran Coast an
Azad Jammu  and
Kashmir, The domestic
cement industry is not
only expanding in
response  to  demand
within the country but
alse  because = of
economies of scale it is
able to export. The
Pakistan Steel Mills

has to be made fully
operational under pri-
vate  sector  lease
arrangement and
expanded to three mil-
lion ton capacity and,
along  with perform-
ance linked incentives
to manufacture quality
products, will reduce
dependence on imports.
The engineering goods
industry has rémained
stunted and should be
incentivized to meet
the local industrial
demand or compete in
international markets,
Fourth, broaden the
FBE and provincial tax
bases to aftain tax-to-
GDP ratio. of 15 per
cent (provincial taxes
contributing three per
cent from one per cent
at  present) through
automation, data inte-
eration and data analyt-
1c8, harmonization,
new surveys and valua-
tion of properties, track
and trace system, and
minimzimg nteraction
between taxpayer and
tax collector; gradually
bring down the ratio of
indirect taxes from 60
r cent of the total to
30 per cent, expedite
income tax and sales
tax refunds on the lines
of FASTER without
any human intervention
at” any stage in the
E;‘Ec.ess.Urban propert
15 a huigc potentia
that can be fapped if the
powers to assess and
collect this  tax 1s
devolved to municipal
corporations.  Citles
like karachi, Lahore
Islamabad and
Faisalabad can gener-
ate five to six times
more than the present
levels if they carry out
cadastral SUTVEVS,
revalue properiies

annually and impose
heavy penalties on non-
utihzation of plots.
Taxes on the efggncui-
ture income of large
landowners and revi-
sion of irrigation
charges can prove to be
a _remunerative source
of income for the
provinces  and also
ensure efficient use of
water resources that are

getting searce. The
reliance on  indirect
taxes on goods and

services 13 highl
regressive and it n_gead);
to be replaced by direct
taxes om income (Ire-
spective of the source),
property, capital gains,
assets and inheritance.

Fifth, revamp state-
owned enterprises
(S0Es) thmugh
restructuring, capital
market sales, sales 1o
strategic  Investors,
mergers, liguidation,
management contracts,
public-private partner-
ship to improve_overall
economic _ efficiency
and maximize the
returns to the excheq-
uer. All the heads of
these enterprises have
to be recruited through
an open competitive
process and the candi-
dates selected on the
basis of merit, compen-
sated well but held
accountable for  the
results. The ministry
heading this can set the
erformance  agree-
ments but not interfere
in day-to-day opera-
tions. A comprehensive
plan and strategy is
already in place that
has classified the com-
mercial SOEs in two
parts — those to be
tetained in public own-
ership for strategic or
public.

Public display
of chutzpah

rowing up in

Charsadda, as

a young siu-

dent we liked
to repeat a joke everylimea
We came ACTOSS any man
with a beard who would
either drive his car care-
lessly or indulge in some
ridiculous sct. The joke
was  just four Pashio
words but the story and
history  behind those
words  was  common
knowledge and so people
understood the context
everyviims we uwilered
those words, which are
Sheikh pa ghalata de. It
translates literally as “the
bearded one is in the

wrong™,

Adtaullah Tarar sporis a
beard and shaves his mus-
tache. Muslim men do
this keeping in line with
the seriousness and depth
of their faith, However,
he has indulged in
uneouth and irreligious
behaviour. Fathers who
may have asked their sons
and daughters to keep
watching and reading
news 5o as to prepare for
the C88 exam must have
feli very uncomforiable
watching this public dis-
play of an act, which is
usually the stuff of aduli
entertainment.

There iz another
Charsadda joke.
Whenever any bearded
man indulges in some
irreligions or immoral
behaviour, the oft-repeat-
ed joke 15 that he 15
exempt from any reper-
cussions because he holds
the licence for I:r&:':lg
ridiculous and immoral,
which is an indirect refer-

etice 1o his beard. It was a
double-edged swaord,
One, anything the labeled
pious did was right by
default. Two, don't dare
criticise the bearded ones
as their self-rightecus
mindset is unstoppable
and dangerous. Perhaps
this second joke is more
relevant here, Because we
have kind of forgotten
that the same Afta Tarar
some weeks ago openly
threatened anvone who
may dare call him a lota.
Public dis?la:.' af disre-
gpect of profanity toward
any faith or God is
regarded as blasphemous,
The Frz_:ofic wha adhere to
the faith that is targeted
bv the blasphemy feel
humiliated and resentful.
One could argue that faith
is a sacred as well as a
private matter because it
15 one human’s connec-
tion and contract with his
Creator. We can disagree
with an act of blasphemy
but we are nol to judge
someone’s  actions  or
validity of their faith
because that work is
reserved for our Creator,
An elected or a govern-
ment official takes oath of
affice 1o protect a docu-
ment where the rights of
the people are enshrnined.
Thal iz a contract betweean
the official and the siate
as well as the people.
Disgracing the Holy Book
is wrong and immoral but
that is for the Creator to
punish not us because that
15 & violation of the rela-
tionship between man and
his Creator. Disgracing
the =acred document
called the Constitution is

a violation of the contract
made with the people
Even the Haoly Book
emphasises on the nﬁ_lhts
of the people more than
on the rights our Creator
has over us. It is called

Hugoog-ul-ibaad ie. the
rights of the people.
The bearded

spokesperson of  the
Punjab government has
openly displayed filthy
profanity for the very
document, whic

enshrines the nights the
people have over him as a
government official. It is
not the violation of a spe-
cific right but rather the
wholesale mockery of
whatever rights the peo-
ple may think thev have.

Perhaps, this public
display of chutzpah is
coming from a preaier
belief of impunitv. This
middle finger is not only
a mockery of the suppos-
edly sacred document but
also an indication of mas-
sive support from those
who are usually in the
business of raising the
finger as a third umpire
Speaking of which, thers
was a lot of noise when
Imran Khan some years
ago had said that the third
umpire had raised his fin-
ger. Somehow, there is
not much noise at this fin-
ger raising as if it is some
sor of a halal fingar.

The violation of the
Constitution used to be
bemignly  labeled  as
‘Doctring of Necessity”,
That is obsclete now
because now our politi-
cians just middle ﬁnier
the Constitution. h.
those good ol days!




China Cultural Center 2 W
in Pakistan launched "Online
Chinese Culture Talk"

ISLAMABAD - China
Cultural Center in Pakistan
laumched a series of lec-
tures on_"Online Chinese
Culture Talk".

The  first  lecture,
“Living Transmission™ by
Yuan Li, researcher at
Chinese MNational
Academy of Arts, provided
a new window for
Pakistani netizens to leamn
more about the profound
Chinese culture. )

In his lecture Yuan Li
gives an in-depth introduc-
tion to the preservation
protection, inheritance and
dissemination of intangible
cultural heritage in China,
e:siJectatiy the important
role that the “living inhen-
tance”™ method of intangi-

ble cultural heritage plays
in the development of civi-
lization, )

In the long history, the
Chinese nation has created
a rich and splendid materi-
al cultural hentage and
precious  and  colorful
mtangible cultural her-
itage, These tangible and
intangible cultural  her-
itages are histoncal wat-
nesses of the development
of Chinese civilization and
cultural resources of great
value.

There are twelve lec-
tures in total which
includes “Living
Transmission™ by Yuan Li,
researcher at the Chinese
Mational Academy of Arts,
“Chinesa language, char-

Increasing

acters and culture™ by
Professor Shi Dingguo,

mofessor at Benjing
anguage  and  Culture
University, “Gallantry in
Tenderness: _.The
Momentum and Spirit of
Chinese Wushu" by pro-
fessor Meng Tao, associate
rofessor  at Beijing
nstitute  of  Fashion

Technology,” Appreciation
of Peking Opera Art" by
Zhang Jianguo, “Chinese
Literature and the World —
a bnef history on the
Mergence of Foreign and
Chinese Literature”™ by Lu
Jiande, eminent scholar
and reszarch fellow in the
Institute of Literature at
CASS. Other lecture series
include NP

number of Pakistanis
enrol on Chinese language
courses: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD: Among
the foreigm languages, the
Chinese  language has
become increasingly pop-
ular in Pakistan in recent
years with more and more

eople enrolling with dif-
eretil language institutes
across  the  country,
reports WealthPK.

e increasing enrol-
ment for the Chinese lan-
guage courses is because
many Pakistanis now
travel frequently to China
for business, employ-
ment, and education

unities due to the
friendly ties between
Pakistan and China.

Talking to WealthPK,
Prof Dr Fakhar-ul-Tslam,
Director of Pakistan
Stdy Centre, Universily
of Peshawar said, “Many
universities_in Pakistan
have established China
Study Centres and many
maore are running Chinese
language leaming cen-
tres. A number of
Pakistani  universities
have entered into agree-
ments and partnerships
with their Chinese coun-
terparts.”

The University of
Peshawar has taken a lead
by establishing the first
ever China Study Centre
[{CSC} in the province.
[he centre aims to create
linkages with  China
through research, learn-

n exenuti?g pmjectis,
an eople-to- e
mnmmg'.D Fhe CSCPgS
to make the University of
Peshawar a nich source of
knowledge of China,” he

said

Dr Fakhar further said,
“China-Pakistan
Economic ~ Corridor
(CPEC) has increased the
scope of Chinese lan-
guage in Pakistan. In
order to explore CPEC
np]EDrmnmes for business
and employment, people
have begun to recogmize
the impontance of learn-
ing the Chinese lan-

il
alking to WealthPK
Dr Zhang Wei, head
the Confucius Institute at
the MNational University
of Modern Languages
(NUML), said, “: mullﬁg
all the platforms for cul-
tural  interaction  in
Pakistan, Confucius insti-
tutes have attained a
prominent position and
are regarded as the finest
at imparting knowledge
of the Chinese language
and culture. Our main
nh|je-gtwe is to strengthen
relations of friendship
and cooperation between
the two countries,” he
SEﬁf":-' Zhang further said
I 4 urther said,
“Chinese ﬁmdirég is help-
ing to establish Confucius
institutes  in  Pakistan.

Pakistan welcomes these
institutes and programs in
ils various universities,
Established on_ April 4,
2005, the Confucius
Institute NUML
Islamabad has the distine-
tion of being the oldest
and first Confucius insti-
tute in the Muslim world.
The number of students is
increasing with the pas-

e of time because of
Chinese job opportun-

mes.

“NUML  Confucius
Institute launched the BS
Area Study China under-

raduate E;ﬂgram in
019, It offers a wide
vanety of courses that
provide students with a
comprehensive  under-
standing of the Chinese
Exngm%e, arts, and cul-
ture. These Confucius

institutes also send stu-

dents and faculty to
China to gain a deeper
understanding  of the

Chinese culture.”

“Enthusiasm towards
learning  Chinese  has
been seen, as il is the
gatewsy [0 opening new
avenues for the common
populace in Pakistan. The
oal  of China and
nkistan is to stabilize
and develop in the region.
There is no denying that
CPEC, as part of the Belt
and Road Imtiative
(BRI).INP

ISLAMABAD Federal Minister for Economic Affairs Ayaz Sadig
called on vice president Asian Development Bank Shixin Chen.

Pakistan urges Taliban to
stop terrorist groups from
using Afghan territory for
attacks against neighbours

LUNITED MATIONS:
Expressing “serious” con-
CEM OVer terrorism origi-
nating from Afghanistan
Pakistan Tuesday call
on the Taliban to prevent
the Afehan territory from
being utilized for attacks
I%ytqrmnsl roups, such as

ghnk-e-Taliban Pakistan

{TTP), inst neighbours
or any other country.
“In articular,”

Ambassador Munir Akram
told the UN Security
Council, “eliminating the
threat posed by I5IL-K
that is Da’esh, the TTPR
ETIM (East Turkestan
Islamic Movement) and
IMU {Islamic Movement
of Uzbekistan), as well ag
Al-Qaeda and other terror-

Afphamistan, the Pakistani
:;'sm'h -g;aid ﬂﬂfgl recant ris&
in_hi rofile ete
kiElln&s gnd hntr?fl!n g,
including  against g
Russian embassy is a
cause for “special con-
cem.” !

“Should we fail to pro-
vide the necessary and
continued long-term eco-
nomic solutions to the
Afshan people and to the
authorities in Kabul, there
i5 a nisk of anti-Taliban
imlgas. particularly 15IL-

(Da’eshgaining further
strength in the country,” he
warned.

“We expect the Taliban
o prevent Afghanistan’s
territory  from being uti-
lized for terrorism against

ize and eliminate these ter-
rorist groups while fully
respecting Afﬁhan':smn 5
sovereignty and territorial
integrity.

But, Ambazssador
ﬁkr%m said, the role of
spoilers — an apparent
reference to India — who
wish to aid and abet terror-
ism_against Pakistan from
Afghan soil must also be
checked and the terrorist
networks they have estab-
lished must be eliminated
in Afghanistan and the
region, as Islamabad has a
vital stake in peace and
stability of the neighbour-
ing country,

istan, he said, would
like to see an Afghanistan
that is at peace with itself

1 |
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif chairs Federal Cabinet meeting .

Ishaq Dar decides to
reshuffle economic team

[SLAMABAD: Newly
appointed Finance Minister
Ishaqg Dar on Wednesday
decided to reshuffle the
economic team.

Finance Mimster sources
privy to the matter said that
major _changes will be
made in important posi-
tions in the FBR and the
finance ministry, while the

special assistant to the
inance minister will also
be reshuffled.

‘The Minister of State for
Finance, Dr Aisha Ghaus
Pasha is also likely to be
sacked, and the Secretary
to the Ministry of Finance
Hamid Yagoob Shaikh will
also be replaced, sources
added Earlier today, Ishag
Dar took oath as Finance

Minister amid economic
crisis in the country.
According to detail, Dar
returned to country nearly
after five years on Monday
and later took oath as mem-
ber of the upper house of
the parliament on Tuesday.
Dar, known for his pref-
erence for a stronger cur-
rency, had led the finance
ministry three nmes in the
past. During his last stint
as finance chief from 2013
to 2017, he managed to
keep the rupee stable [t
was the most stable curren-
cy in Asia from 2014 to
2017, according to data
cnmﬁnl_ed by Bloomberg,
Talking to the media per-
sons in Islamabad on

Wednesday, [shaq Dar said

stabilizing local currency
and reducing inflation and
interest rates are priorifies
of the government. He said
we do not believe in mere
verbal claims rather history
is testimony of our eco-
nomic performance,
_ Ishaq Dar expressed sat-
isfaction over the apprecia-
tion of rupee over the last
two days saying this has
reduced our loans.
The Federal Minister
said the country is current-
ly faced with worst eco-
nomic crisis because of
mismanagement of 1t_m:w-
ous government of PTI. He
said it was because of the
efforts of former Finance
Minister Miftah lsmail that
the country. [NP

Attack on Chinese nationals in
Karachi claims one life

KARACHI: A  Chinese
national was killed while two
others sustained injuries after an
unidentified man attacked them
inside a clinic in Saddar area of
Karachi while posing as a
patient.

According to SSP South Asad
Raza, the attacker came while
disguised as a patient and
remained inside the chnic for a
longer period.

“As s00n as his turn came, he
opened fire on the Chinese
natipnals inside the clinig,” he
said, adding that a Chinese
cashier died on the spot while 8
doctor and his wife sustained
imjuries. .

Both the deceased and injured
are dual nationals, he sad,
adding that t_heiy have been shift-
ed to a hospital for medico-legal

formalities and _ treatment
respectively, The injured are
said to be ia critical conditions.
The police have also recov-
ered seven spent casings of 9mm
pistol and cordoned oﬁ the area
to collect further evidence from
the spotThis is not the first
attack in Karachi on Chinese
nationals and on Aprl 26, four
peaple including three Chinese
nationals were killed in an
explosion  near Confucius
Institute  at  University  of
Karachi. A CCTV footage of the
incident showed an attacker run-
ning away soon after the attack
with police _myinﬁedim suspect
ran HW% using the MA ITinnah
Road, The apthonties will be
scrutimizing all CCTY cameras
on the route to determine the
escape path of the suspect

China delivered 13,000
tents, 10,000 blankets to
assist Pakistan’s flood

BEIFING: China
Cooperation Agenc
13, tents, 10,0

The follow-up materia

CIDCA, Yang Meng In ad

tarian assistance, includin
materials urgently needed INP

International
(CIDCA) has so far delivered
J(H) blankets and 1,000 boxes of com-
pressed food by air to helEJ flood-hit people in Pakistan.

s have been shipped by sea in
three batches, which will arrive in early Dcl&e
official of CIDCA said in a statement.

He informed that CIDCA will soon dispatch two sep-
arate teams to Pakistan to carry out medical rescue and
guidance as well as disaster assessment in the flood hit

dreas,

“CIDA connected Guangxi to send a medical team to
carry out medical rescue and guidance, as well as dis-
aster assessment team orgamzed b
Emergency Ma.nagemema“ according to Director,
( E&i 1 addition, China appealed to the
international community to provide more helps and
works with relevant organizations to use the Global
Development and South to South Cooperation Fund to

rovide more support, he added He said, after the
oods in Pakistan, the Chinese government immediate-
ly announced 100 million yuan of emergency humani-
25000 tents and other

Development

r, an

the Ministry of

Old Bannu Road
dualization, upgradation
being completed: NHA

. ISLAMABAD: National Highway Authority (NHA)
up-gra

is working on dualization
83 kilometer Old Bannu Road in

Bannu district of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province,
the project was p
Highway and the first package of the project, 40 kilo-
portion was awarded to the
Frontier Works Organization (FWO) at the hid&m’ce of
Rs 7.132 billion, Its work started in February 2
so far about 39 per cent physical prog
achieved mainly due to lack of funds avaiiabili}t% the
official added He said its semndns the 35 km
ad started in February
2018 and so far about 58 per cent physical progress has
been achieved. The third package of Old Bannu road, 8
kilometer Gaandi Chowk - Sarai Naurang section was
awarded to M/s NCC-IKAN-HRPL joint venture at the
bid price of Rs 0.718 billion. Work on the ?ackage also
2018 and it has a

Media reports said

meter Domail = Khurram

Khurram-Krapa portion costin
awarded to the FWO, Its work

started in Februa

ation project

part of Indus

18 and
ress has been

ready

The police have also recov-
ered seven spent casings of 9mm
pistol and cordoned off the area
to collect further evidence from
the spot.This is not the first
attack in Karachi on Chinese
nationals and on April 26, four
people including three Chinese
natipnals were killed in an
explosion near Confucius
Institute  at  University of
Karachi. The police have also
recovered seven spent casings of
Smm pistel and cordoned off the
area to collect further evidence
from the spot. This is not the first
attack in Karachi on Chinese
nationals and on April 26, four
people including three Chinese
nationals were killed in an

explosion  near  Confucius
Institute  at  University of
Karachi INP
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ISLAMABAD Federal Minister for Economic Affairs Ayaz Sadiq
called on resident of the ADB Masatsugu Asakawa..

4% internet subscribers in
Pakistan likely to use 5G
technology by 2025: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan is planning to
launch 3G mchs_wiagg in three big cilies
of the country in 2 ]
official document of the Ministry of
Information and Telecommunication
(MOITT), a c
with WealthPK, { ug;m-'srnrnpm has pro-
jected that by 2025,
internet users can use 3G technology,
while 65% of the connections will
enabled on 4G technology. Documents
show that the Global System of Mobile
Communications (GSMA) had project-
ed that more than g
a 4G connection in Pakistan by end of
2022, These projections are accurate,
but remain three ?'ears behind the trajec-
tory of the globa
5 hillion was | the world average, the percentag
connection in Pakistan is significantly
smaller than the rest of the region, but is
expected to grow af a inswrface. 55 15
projected to pick up from 20
tinue to account for a very small !
tion of connections in the following
been Iear&.Mub:_le broadband in Pakistan

eeps growang, but still it has plenty of

3.According to an

of which is available
4% of Pakistan’s

(1% of users will have

average. Compared to
e of 4G

. but con-
Opor=

?ac
.5 m -

tmes/regions have launched commercial
3G services. In the coming years, there
will be more widesp
and adoption of the technolo
the world, includi
uments show that
MBE

Armed men rob
Rs10m cash

from security

company’s van

HYDERABAD: In a mcgi;a heist
armed robbers plundered 10 mil-
lion rupees cash from a vehicle of
a private secunty wm%uny. i

According to S5P Amjad
Sheikh, seven robbers looted Rs10
millien from a cash van of a pn-
vate company that was going to

i.

Moro from Karach
The incident occurred in the
limits of Chalgin police stations,

the S5P said and added four of the
com ‘s cash vans were goin
tor hﬁ’?g from which one h&%‘;m%
out of order in the area.

The  unidentified  robbers
reached the spot on motorcycles
and car and [ooted the cash and
fled away. S5P Amjad Sheikh said
the staff’ of the private company
has been taken into custody for
interrogation in the heist.

The forensic of the looted van is
also being carried out. INP

COPHC set to
bring 50 more
Chinese firms to
Gwadar Free
Zone: Official

ISLAMABAD: The China
Overseas Ports Holding Co.
(COFHC) is all set to bring 50
more  Chinese companies to
Gwadar Free Zone in a year or
two, an official told Gwadar Pro,

The official said that the 60-acre
Phase 1 of the Gwadar Free Zone
GFZ) had already atiracted 38
“hinese and 12 Pakistani firms.
The MNorth Free Zone (Phase 11 of
the GFZ)} has also been fully
developed and two Chinese firms
have already started construction
activities there, “We are all set o

bring 30 more companies to the
Morth Free Zone within a year or
two”, the official said. The

Chinese companies coming to
Phase Il are large and prominent
enterprises, which will give a big
boost  to  industrialisation  in
Gwadar, he added. The official,
however, highlighted the scarcity
of water and electricity in the port
city as an impediment to future
development. COPHC is doin
everything in its capacity to en
the two major problems, he
said.“We have already installed a
desalinaticn plant of 1 million gal-
lons Eer 1.‘.a¥t capacity, which we
intend to enhance up to 5 million
iallr-:ms per day in next 5-8 years,

Iso, wie are ready to provide 3
megawatts of electricity from our
1 3MW's thermal power plant to the
residents of Gwadar™, he said,

Meanwhile, the Balochistan

vernment 15 spending Rs2.5 bil-
1on on g | million gallons per day
desalination plant in the city.
However INP

the &Ed}a! population can be connected
o5

technology, while 57% population

can avail of 4G technology.

According to the latest research of
GEMA, in 2019, 4G for the first time
accounted for more than 50% of mobile
connections Elﬁbﬂ]l;‘. 82% of the popu-
lation in low-middle
{LMICs) were covered by 405 com
to 90%% for 3G It has taken the L
around seven years to reach more than
20%% cmferaﬁf for 4G, compared to 10
vears for 3
Academy  of
Communications Technology (CAICT
as of 2020, 92 countries/remons releas
3G development stratepy/plan, conduct-
ed 5G spectrum auction, or decided 5G
trum auction‘allocation timetable,

income countries
red
ICs

According to the China

Information  and

any as 135 operators in 52 coun-

deployment
around
in LMICs.The doc-
akistan has a total

ist proups, is of vital neighbours or any other and the world, and which | accomplished. He further said that the existing road

imgnrtauce for Pakistan”  country,” Ambassador respects and nurtures all | Was single SATENA which was being dualized and
peaking in the 15- Akram, adding that its citizens, without regard | improved. He sai Ihelprcmt would provide the heavy
member Council’s debate  Pakistan will support all 1o gender, ethnicity and | traffic movement on Indus Highway (N-35) with an
on the situation in  sincere effors to neutral-  religion NP alternate route thus sharing the fraffic burden INP
linken defends Pakistan arms
sales against Indian Criticism

WASHINTON: US 16 deals for Pakistan bolsters its capability to  “There are clear terrorism  regard and the latter’s
State Secretary Antony approved earlier in  deal with terronist threats  threats that continue to  rtesponse, Blinken said it
Blinken on = Tuesday September, saying the emanating from Pakistan emanate from Pakistan would not be appropriate
defended military sales to  package was for the or from the region. IWsin atsell as well as from  to “characterise
Pakistan after criticism maintenance of no one's interests that neighbourin coun-  Pakistan's response”.
froam gmwi_nﬁ US partner  Pakistan's existing fleet.  those threatsbe able to go tries.“And ther it is “More broadly, we
India, which considers  The package does not forward with impunity, TTP (Tehreek-i-Taliban always encourage our
itself the target of include the sale of any and so this capability that  Pakistan) that may be tar-  friends to resolve their
Islamabad’'s F-16 planes,  new capabilities, Pakistan has had can ben- ting Pakistan, whether differences through

Blinken met in the US  weapons, or munitions  efit all of us in dealing 1t's [815-Khorasan,  diplomacy, through dia-
capital with India’s for- and 1s aimed at the suste-  with terronism,” Blinken  whether it's Al-Qaeda, logue.  That — hasn't

eign minister a day after nance of Pakistan Air said He added thatthe US  think the threats are clear, changed. It won’t change

separate  talks  with  Force's F-16 programme,  had a “responsibility and  well-known, and we all It would not be appropri-
Foreign Minister Bilawal “These are not new  an obligation to whomev-  have an interest in mak-  ate for me o charactenise
Bhutto-Zardari. ) planes, new systems, new  er we provide military  ing sure that we have the  Pakistan's response, just

The US-Pakistan weapons. It's sustainin equipment to make sure means to deal with them. as I wouldn't charactense

what they have™ the U
state secretary told a
news conference with his

And that's what this is
about"To ancther ques-
tion about his discussion

that it's maintained and
sustained, That's  our
obligation” When asked

our friend’s response in a
similar conversation,” he
said Jaishankar did not

alliance, born out of the
Cold War, has frayved
over Islamabad’s rela-

tionship with the Taliban  Indian counterpart, to elaborate on the terror-  with FM  Bilawal on  cnticise Blinken in public

re-%l_me in Afghanistan. Subrahmanyam ism threats and the need improving ties between but on Sunday, sigea.kmg
he top US diplomat Jaishankar for F-165 to counter Pakistan and India, his at a reception for the

defended a $45 million F- “Pakistan’s programme  them, Blinken said: advice to Pakistan in this  Indian commumty INP

room for growth. Mobile subscription
and penetration are increasing at a
steady pace. As of August 2022 total
mobile and mobile broadband (MBRB)
users reached 195 million and 123 mil-
lion, respectively. Mobile and MBB
penetration have reached B4% and 51%;,
respectively, The p on of MBR

subscribers in the total mobile sub-
scribers is increasing over the past years.
The GSMA has projected that 21%% of

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Ambassador designate to Syria Air

! netration 4'5!3""?‘-‘!”5':’“. usin
internel) of above 46% (including 3

penetration of 10% and 4G penetration
of 36%), while the number for other
benchmark countries (excluding the
P]'IHI]J]]HIESLIS above 74%. The sharp
contrast shows a usape p, Le,

although a large Fropm-ticrn the popu-
laticm i}i; cmlgﬂ by MBE in Pakw.t%m
less than half of them use these services,

Access to connectivity, affordable
devices, and content barners. [NP

Marshal (R) Shahid Akhter called on President Dr Arif Alvi at

Aiwan-e-Sadr.
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on Wednesday, this ime purport

The clip making roun

s on social media seemingl

talking about ‘foreign conspiracy’ cypher

ISLAMABAD: Following the release of a set of audio clippings between Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and
other kev decision-makers in the government only three days ago, another controversial audio leak surfaced

featyring former premier Imran Khan, )
features a conversation between Imran and his former

principal secretarf, Azam Khan, about a cypher that tze PTI chief has for long presented as evidence of "a for-
(]

ei%n conspiracy” | i |
n the audio clip, a voice, believed
have to name [any coun

if
]

oust him from the top office.

the letter ...

esting holding a meeti

o be Imran’s, is heard saving: “We only have to play on this. We don’t
ryv]. We only have to play with this, that this date was [declda:ﬁ

“The new thing that will emerge is that  ir
. Here, the second voice, believed to be of Azam, is heard, su 1 ;
qou recall, in that the ambassador has written in the end to [send] a demarche. Even if the demarche is not
e sent, as | have thought a lot about it at night — vou said they raised it — | thought about how to cover

hefore.

on the cypher.” See,

all this.“Let’s hold a meeting with Shah Mahmood Cureshi (who was the foreign minister in Imran’s govemn-
ment) and the foreign secretary, Shah Mahmood Qureshi will read out that letter and whatever he reads out wall

be converted into a copy. 1 will

into minutes as we want so that it becomes [part of] the office record.”

T
ISLAMABAD: Federal

Accountability
court serves
notice to
NAB over Ishaq
Dar's plea

ISLAMABAD: An accountability
court in Islamabad on Wednesda
served notices to  the Nationa
Accountability Bureau (NAB) over
newly appointed federal mimister
Ishag Dar's plea seeking the cancella-
tion of his arrest warrants in the assets
b%und Means case.

n December 11, 2017, the
accountability had declared the PML-
N leader a proclaimed offender in a
NAB reference due to his continued
absence from the proceedings. The
national anti-graft watchdog accused
Dar of possessing assets dispropor-
tionate to his known sources of
income, drry

The case was filed by NAB in light
of the Supreme Court's Tuly 28 verdict
in the Panama Papers case.

At the outset of the heanng toda;
Senator Ishag Dar surrende imseﬁ'
before the accountability court and

submitted a petition pleading for nulli-
fication of his arrest warranis,

At this, the court issued notice to the
NAR on Dar's plea and ordered him to
appear before the court on Oclober 7.

“We will hear the application for
cancellation of warrants along with
assets’ reference,” the judge remarked
and adjoumed the heaning till October
7 {F:icEa}'). NP

Water level
continues receding
at Kotri Barrage

KOTRI: The water level is con-
stantly decreasing at Kotri Barrage on
Wednesday.

. According to the control room, the
inflow of water at Kotri Barra
upstream  has increased to 187,635
Cusecs.

Whereas, the outflow of water at
Kotri Barrage downstream hovers
around 156, CUSECE.

A decrease of 10,075 cusecs has
been recorded in water flow at Kotri
Barrage during the last 24 hours,

Water is being released into the four
canals originating from Kotri Barrage,

6,350 cusecs of water are being dis-
charged into KB Feeder and 1,330
cusecs into Akram Wah canal,

Similarly, 8 550 cusecs of water are
be::;F discharged into Old Phuleli
canal and 14625 cusecs into New
Phuleli canal INP

Dar will face
failure, snap
election to be held

RAWALPINDL Awami Muslim
League Pakistan (AMLP) leader
Sheikh Rashid on Wednesday said that
audio and video leaks will damage the
politics of the current government.

Taking to Twitter, the former

Interior Minister said that Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N}
leader 1shaq Dar will also face failure.
. He also claimed that the snap elec-
tion will be held. All decisions will be
made between October 15 to
MNovember 15,

Rashid said that people who leak
audios and videos have been trapped
in it themselves INP

Sara Inam’s
funeral offered in

Islamabad

ISLAMABAD: The body of Sara
Inam, who had been murdered a few
days ago by her husband Shahnawaz
Amir, son of senior joumalist Avaz
Amir, has been handed over to her
family and her Namaz-i-lanaza was
offered in Islamabad after Zohr

Pmﬁf“‘- .
e Islamabad police recorded the
statements of Sara’s brother and
cousing who had come from Canada.
After recording their statements, the
ice handed over to them.
police handed the body to th
took the body of Sara to home
tfrom Polyclinic Hospital. Her funeral
prayers was offered in Shahzad Town
after Zohr prayers.

“Owr sister has been murdered. We
are still in a state of shock because of
what happened to us,” said Sarah’s
brother.“We hope we will get justice,”
hoped Sarah’s cousin. INP

Minister for Finance
Ministry to joint office after taking oath,

] 1 Il then make minutes [out of it and say] that the fﬂreiﬁn secretary has prepared
this.“But its {cypher's) analysis will have to be conducted here. We will carry out t

e analysis and convert it

a fi
111-%#-. \

and Revenue Ishaq Dar as arrived at Finance

¥

FM Bilawal
extends his Washington
visit by one day

WASHINGTON: Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
has extended his Washington visit
1{-5 one more day, it was learnt on

ednesday.
According to the earlier sched-
osed to con-

uilcaBiii]e_lwa_ WAS 5 t >
clude his visit to Washington by
Sept 28 but suddenly his stay ha!:s
been prolmﬁed by one more day.

At the end of his visit, the for-
eign minister would hold an
important press conference.

urces said that FM Bilawal’s

stay has been extended in view of
his engagements.

His meetings with the members
of US Senate and Congress have

also been scheduled.
During his talk ar the Wilson
Center esterday,  Foreign

Minister Bilawal while highlight-
ing the devasiation caused b

floods in Pakistan said the devel-
oping countries must be provided
with sufficient means to adequate-
ly face the impact of climate

change He said the global prob-
lems could only be addressed
through global solutions “Pakistan
is facing an_apocalyptic crisis in
the shape of devasfating floods™,
he said and highlighted that cata-
strophic floods in Pakistan were
proof that global warming was an
existential threat facing the world
today He told the gathering that
Pakistan contributed less than 1%
to the global greenhouse gas emis-
sions Tyet we are ohe of the most
vulnerable countries to climate
change “Pakistan is seeking cli-
mate justice. We are a resilient
nation and will rebuild better,

ener using climate resilient
infrastructure with the ra-
tion of our friends in the intemna-

tional community,”  he
remarked. To a question, Bilawal
advised PTI Chairman Imran
Khan to return to the Mational
Assembl and. ive
respect INPdemocratic  institu-
tions. [NP

Islamabad: Red Zone
sealed ahead of Kissan

Ittehad protest

ISLAMABAD: The federal
government has sealed the
Red Zone ahead of the possi-
ble protest of Pakistan Kissan
Ittehad (PK1} on Wednesday

According to details, all
routes leading to the Red
Zone except that Margalla
Road have been sealed. Ayub
Chowk, Express Chowk and
Madra Chowk are closed, the
traffic said and added that one
lane is open from Serena
Chowk for entry in Red Zone.

The police said that no one
will be allowed to enter the
Red Zone, Officials have been
ordered to take strict action
against anyone who tries to
enter the Red Zone.

The government has

ordered the deployment of the
Anti-Riots Force to ensure the
security of the Red Zone.

The protesting farmers have
been demanding to reduce the
power tariff, regretting that
the government had raised the
electricity to Rs36 per unit,

The demonstrators have
also demanded subsidies on
fertilizers and diesel. while
taxes on agricultural machin-
ery and tractors should be
abolished.

The farmers entered
[slamabad on September 20,
affecting the traffic system of
the federal capital. Traffic
jams were witnessed at
Srinagar Highway, G-9, G-10
and Ninth Avenue INP

IHC throws out petition
against suspension
of Adiala Jail staff

[SLAMABAD: The
Islamabad High Court (IHC) on
Wednesday threw out the peti-
tion against the suspension of
Adiala Jail, Rawalpindi staff,
saying it was inadmissible for
the hearing. ;

Scpaak_m on_ the occasion,
[HC Chief Justice {CJ} Justice
Athar Minallah said that the
case did not fall in the court’s
jurisdigtion. “This is a human
rights issue; this is certainly a
b1gﬁtssus,"_ he remarked.

ddressing Ali Bukhari, the
counsel for the petitioners, he
said, “Allow me to tell what
kind of treatment the jail staff
metes out to the prisoners.”
 Concurring with the observa-
tion made by the CI, the counsel
said the fact was those who
were involved in the inhuman
treatment of prisoners were
allowed to go scot-free, while
those who were innocent were
suspended, Justice Minallah

ISLAMABAD: famous E;
Islam-Fazl (JUI-F) chief

ptian
aulana

told him that on his orders, the
Human Rights Commission of
Pakistan (HRCP) was working
on the caze.

Hardly 24 hours a%, , Tuesda
September 27, 2022 the THC,
while declaring Adiala Jail a
detention camp, had ordered the
Mational Commission  for
Human Rights to launch inves-
tigation into the alleged torture
and inhumane treatment of pris-
oners in the jail. “The allega-
tions levelled in the petition of a
Ensoner are, prima facie, not

aseless,” the court said.
_“According to the confiden-
tial report, the Adiala Jail has
been turned into a detention
camp instead of being run
according to the law.” the court
added . :

“In the jail, prisoners are
treated inhumanely, and there
take place gross viclations of
human rnights,” the court
stated, INP

Another audio clip surfaces, purportedly of Imran

He elaborates that the analysis would conclude that “it is a threat. It is called a threat in diplomatic lan-

a”.
@ man, believed to Azam, adds that “minutes are in my hands ... we will draft the minutes™,

Here, the person on

the other end
“Shah Mahmood, you, me and Sohail?”

3

gurpcﬂrdl}- Imran, is heard asking who would be called to the meeting,

Just these, the other person says.“We will do it tomorrow,” the person believed to be Imran replies In tum,

the voice, supposedly hc[ong}ilng to Azam, is heard explaining that following this plan, “thin
[}

part of the record.“Consider that they are the consulate for the state. When he will read it out, T will easily ziogy
the

will become a

1t and it will be on record that this has happened."Moreover, he suggests that “you (supposedly Imran) cal
fﬂl‘ﬂlgﬂ secretary 5o that it doesn’t remain political and becomes a part of the bureaucratic record™ To this, the

man

elieved to be Imran points out that an ambassador has written the cypher implying that it should already

be a part of the bureaucratic record since it has been written by an envoy.

“But we don’t have a copy of it. How did they release it?”

e person on the other end replies.

Journalist Mazhar Abbas, while speaking to a private Tv channel mentiongd that the conversation likely

“recorded” when Imran was the prime minister, In this connection, he also mentioned

other audio clips that

have surfaced in recent days and linked those to the safety of the Prime Minister's Office PTI leaders Fawad
Chaudhry and Hammad Azhar addressed the latest leaks but did not confirm or deny its eracity. INP

Portable solar pumping
system revolutionizes
agriculture in Thal: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD: The agriculture sector has under-
one a revolution thanks to high
ortable Solar Pumping System (PSPS) among

farmers in the Thal region,

With PSPS, the farmers can use sweet under-
ground water for irmgation —which was rcvmu_slﬁ
impossible with diesel-operated pumps due to higl
per-acre irrigation cost of roughly Rs3,000 per irn-
gation, The farmers now
expenses for all irrigations, thanks to PSPS, reports

WealthPK.

Khalid Jameel, Scientific Officer at the Pakistan

Research Council
ealthPK that due to the sandy soil texture in Thal,

irr_'ﬁat'ton requires a significant amount of water.

e underground water is pumped through
diesel- and electricity-powered tube wells to meet
the demand for irrigation water. The farmers in
Thal region are typically resource f|:n:'-a::r and strug-
gle to cover the expenditures o

Agricultural

maintaining tube wells.

He said

54 to 5 lac is ty icailgaspent on diesel
annually for irrigation. The PSPS

lation fee of & to 9 lacs, but this 15 & one-time cost
after which there are no further irrigation costs.

three
Khali

adoption rate of

aveé zero operating

(PARC), told

€rs,

operating and

workshops th
tenance. All o
oll conducted by the NARC said they had bought
rom manufacturers more than 1,000 frollies in the
Thal region,

income. The PSPS has a rpaybacl: time of two to
ears and a life o
added. :

He explained that the production of sugarcane
per acre improved noticeably from 900 to 1400
maunds per acre, and other crops experienced a
similar trend. This is because lower diesel prices
enable farmers to invest the mone%hﬁ-ﬂved from irri-
gation into agricultural fertiliser. 1
it twice as much from increased cmﬂ ields; there-
fore, adoption is increasing in the Thal :

According to Khalid, farmers in the Thal region
report that many people have learned about PSPS
through a variety of sources, including other farm-
ouTube videos produced
e{y used to visit for

roughly 30,000 vears,

e farmers prof-

region.

Elz: the NARC, and
eir trollies' main-
the farmers who participated in the

The Tarmers also mentioned that they altered

s a hefty instal-

Moreover, small farmers who are unable to pay  deployed.
the high initial installation cost of 8 to 9 lac rupees ence
for a PSPS with 30 to 40 solar plates can also lower

cost by reducing the number of panels.

Since PSPS eliminates the cost of diesel and
electricity for irrigation, the farmers who have
adopted it have seen significant increases in their

Pakistan reports
78 coronavirus
cases, no death in
24 hours

LAHORE: Pakistan has
reported no death in the
last 24 hours by novel
coronavirus as the num-
ber of confirmed positive
cases has surged to
1,572 488. The nation-
wide tally of fatalities
stands at 30612 on
Wednesday.

According to the latest
figures by the Mational
Institute of Health (NIH},
at least 78 persons were
tested sitive  for
COVID-19 across the
country in the past 24
hours,

Pakistan has conducted
11,418 tests in the past 24
hours out of which 78
persons were tested posi-
tive for the disease. The
COVID Positivity Ratio
was recorded at 0,68 per-
cent INP

Indus river water
level returns to
normal at
all barrages

LAHORE: The water
flow in Indus River has
returned to normal at all
barrages after water in the
mighty river dropped
below the low flood cate-
gug.' al Kotri Barrage,

ceording o the data
shared by the Flood
Forecasting Drivision on
Wednesday, the water
level in “the river in
upstream barrages has
already retumed to nor-
mal flow.

The inflow of water at
Kotri Barrage has been
measured 187,600 cusecs
and outflow has been
156,800 cusecs.

Indus River has been
nommal at Tarbela reser-
vour with water lHﬂDW
70000 cusecs and out-
flow 76,500 cusecs,

PAK Vs ENG:
Security beefed
up in Lahore for

T201 matches

LAHORE: Capital E'E:%
Police Officer g.‘CP
Lahore hufam
Mahmood Dogar on
Wednesday reviewed
secunty  amangements
ahead of fifth T201 match
between Pakistan and
England at the Qaddafi
Stadium )
Team England is cur-
rently in Lahore to play
the ~ remaining  three
matches of the T-match
T201  series against
Pakistan.
Lahore police chief
said they will ensure fool-
proof security and a
peaceful  environment
during  the  match.
Secunty of the players
Qaddafi  Stadium, "an

routes of the team will be
beefed up. INP

Ql.g,ri MahmoudShahat Anwar m Jamiat Ulema-i-
azlur Rehman at his residence.

They

PSPS design to meet their demands. In the Thal
region, the PSPS in a variety
those with hydraulic jacks, slide openings, umbrel-
la openings, and wire openings, ;
1¢ PSPS adoption 1s significantly influ-
g by orientation. This results in an abrupt rise
in the demand for PSPS. The farmers order the pro-
duction of PSPS from local trolley manufacturers.
experimented with different PSPS designs
before finally being able to alter the real design to
meet the requirements of the nearby farmers INP

of designs, includin

ave been

US rejects India’s concerns
on F-16 deal with Pakistan

WASHINGTON: US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken on Tuesday
defended military sales to Pakistan
alter withering criticism from grow-
ing US partner India, which considers
itself the target of Islamabad’s F-16
planes.

Blinken met in the US capital with
India’s foreign minister a day afier
separate talks with his counterpart
from Pakistan.

The top US diplomat defended a
5450 million F-16 deal for Pakistan
approved earlier in September, sayin
the package was for maintenance of
Pakistan s existing fleet.

"These are not new planes, new
systems, new weapons. It's sustaiming
what they have.” Blinken told a news
conference with his Indian counter-

part, Subrahmanyam Jaishankar.

"Pakistan s program bolsters its
capability to deal with terrorist
threats emanating from the region. 1t°
5 in no one s interests that those
threats be able to go forward with
impunity," Blinken said.

Jaishankar did not criticize Blinken
it public. But on Sunday, speaking at
a reception for the Indian community
in the United States, Jaishankar said
of the US position, "You're not fool-
'mg anybody.” . .

"For someone to say, I'm doing this
because it's for counter-terrorism,
when you're talking of an aircraft like
the capability of the F-16, everybody
knows where they are cfe.PEﬂ}'cd." he
said, referring to the fleel” s position-
ing against India INP

HYDERABAD: A gypsy woman coo

makeshift hut on the greenbelt of Latifabad No.d.

Political stability vital to
steer country out of
economic mess: Fazl

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Democratic  Movement  (PDM)
President and JUI chief Maulana
Fazlur Behman has said that political
stability was indispensable to steer
the country out of the economic eri-
sis. Talking to private Tv channel on
Wednesday | he said “We are trying to
et the nation out of the chaos of
internal divide and take them to
national unity so that the political and
economic ¢rises can be overcome,”
Maulana Fazlur Rehman said He
added that political stability in any
country was the ladder of economic
evolution and a strong base for
national security.“The basic docu-
ment for achieving political stability
is the Constitution, which reflects the
collective thinking of 22 million peo-
ple of the country and has the status
of a national charter,” he pointed
out.He said that the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI}) government had not

only weakened the country economi-
cally but also shattered the national
unity through the politics of hatred
and vengeance., .

“By destroving our social values
and political traditions, the PTI has
polluted mutual respect, political tol-
erance and the morals of young gen-
eration,” Fazlur Rehman deplored.

“Imran Niazi deliberately weak-
ened the Parliament and made all the
institutions including judiciary and
election commission controversial,”
he added.

“We will ensure the restoration of
the reputation of national institutions
by ensuring the implementation of
power-shaning formula in the light of
the Constitution,” helgiedged.

1 hope that the PDM government
will be able to put the nation back on
its feet after the floods and the eco-
nomic crisis,” he expressed opti-
mism.INP

Pakistan Tehrik e Insaf
believes in the empowerment
of institutions, CM KP

Peshawar: Chief Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Mahmood Khan has
stated that incumbent provincial gov-
ermmment has established a model of
sustainable development in the

rovince with the aim to make

hyber Pakhtunkhwa financially
self-sustainable and enable it to con-
tribute significantly to the national
exchequer. In a statement issued from
the Chief Minister’s Secretariat,
Mahmood Khan stated that Pakistan
Tehrik e Insaf believes in the empow-
erment of institutions instead of
depending on personalities adding
that institutional empowerment is the
only way to ensure sustainable devel-
opment and the establishment of a
welfare state. Due to long term plan-
ning, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province
has been set on the track of develop-
ment which will make the province a
role model for national development,

The Chief Minister reiterated that
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government

has worked timic;s‘lgr for promotion
of tourism as an industry which has
made the province a tourist destina-
tion not only at national but interna-
tional level. In order to exploit the
natural resources available in the
rOYINGE, VArious iniatives have
been undertaken in which the wheel-
ing model deserves special attention.
Provision of cheap electricity has
make Khyber Pakhtunkhwa an attrac-
tive spot for national and internation-
al investors seeking establishment of
small and large industrial units.

The Chief Minister maintained that
despite various constraints and chal-
lenges, the provincial government has
successfully completed the integra-
tion of erstwhile FATA into Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province which was a
daunting task. However, the indiffer-
ent attitude of the current federal gov-
ernment has raised serious concerns
over the intention res?rding develop-
ment of these areas. INP




