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Khawaja Asif slams Imran | 38#54
Khan's rhetoric on army ‘
chief's appointment

FO says it ‘takes notice’ of
heckling incidents involving
Pakistani ministers abroad

Former CJ BH

Muhammad Noor Maskanzai

Manan Mandokhail
Syed Muhammad Yaseen:

QUETTA: The former Chief Justice
of Balochistan High Court (BHC),
Muhammad WNoor Maskanzai sue-
cumbed to injuries on his way to the
hospital. Mr. Maskanzai was critically
injured in a firing incident in Kharan.
The Former Chief Justice was offering
praver and unknown miscreants
opened fire on him before the mosque,

Justice (R) Muhammad MNoor and
two others got seriously injured in the
attack. The police and levies forces
reached the spot as an investigation
went underway into the incident. The
assailants escaped unhurt from the
spot.

“We are investigating the incident”,
Nazeer Ahmed Kurd, the Deputy
Inspector General (DIG) of the Police
Rakshan Division told Daily Quetta

Chief Justice Balochistan High

i e RS prayer as he came out unknown
Eeople opened fire at him”, DIG
olice Nazeer Ahmed Kurd told
Quetta Voice, The miscreants
would be brought to justice and a
police investigation underway in
this regard, he added.

Mr. Maskanzai’s condition was
critical and he was brought to a
nearby hospital for first aid than on
way to %’uetta Civil Hospital the
former CJ BHC succumbed to

succumbs to injuries in Kharan

injuries.

Till now law enforcement agen-
cies including Police and Levies
have not given any official state-
ment regarding the cause of the
incident. Kharan is thought to be
one of the danger zones in
Balochistan for government and
security officials in Balochistan.
As this time a firing incident has
claimed the life of a former Chief
Justice of the province.

Balochistan province. “We wi

Voice via telephone. He said the terror-
ists involved in the attack would be
brought to justice. Senior levies and
police officers reached the spot and
started an investigation into the inci-
dent.

CJ BHC Naeem
Akhtar Afghan
condemn the
terrorist act

Court, Mr. Justice Nacem Akhtar
Afghan, and other judges
expressed grief and sorrow over
the incident. “BHC judges strongly
condemn this terrorist act™, a state-
ment i1ssued by the Balochistan
High Court (BHC) said after the
incident. Justice (R) Maskanzai
had played role in the promotion of
the judiciary in Balochistan, they
said. o ) )

Chief Minister Balochistan Mir
Abdul Qadoos Bizenjo has strong-
ly condemned the incident and
considered it a great loss to

spare those who create trouble in

alochistan and the miscreants
shall be dealt with according to the
law™, Mir Abdul Quddus Bizenjo
stated.

Justice Maskanzai
was attacked
outside the Masjid:
DIG Police

“Mr. Maskanzai was offering

ISLAMABAD: A delegation of China Nation
Corporation Overseas led by its President

al Nuclear
Zhang

Guoliang calls on Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz

Sharif.

FO says it ‘takes notice’ of
heckling incidents involving
Pakistani ministers abroad

The Foreign Office on Friday

;pokc about the recent heckling of
i

nance Minister [shaq Dar, saying
“the FO takes notice of such inci-
dents involving Pakistani mimsters
[during foreign visits]”

The statement = from FO
S;:'r,cuke;spersnn Asim_ [ftikhar
Ahmed comes a day after Finance
Minister [shaq Dar was heckled by
unidentified R@apie at the Dulles
International Airport in Washington
DC after he landed in the US capi-
tal ahead of important meetings
with global lending institutions.

Responding to a question at a
weekly press  bnefing today,
Iftikhar said US officials had also
taken notice of the misbehaviour
with the finance minister at the US

auﬁel‘t. . .

e recalled that Saudi authorities
had also taken notice when the
government delegation was target-
ed by certain individuals during the
visit.

To another question, the FO
spokesperson appreciated the state-
ment from (Germany s foreign min-
ister regarding the Kashmir dis-

pute
At a press conference, German
Foreign ~ Minister  Annalena

Baerbock had said: “Germany also
has a role and responsibility with
regard 1o the situation in Kashmir,
Therefore, we support intensively
the engagement of the United
Mations, to find peaceful resolu-
tions in the region : -
The spu:rkesg:ersun said Pnime
Minister Shehbaz Sharf had also
raised the Kashmir issue at the
Conference on Interaction and
Confidence Bul.idm% Measures in
Asia, however, “India is not
Tgspundl? Frﬂpeﬂy to settle the
dispute."Earlier, the spokesperson
also talked about the custodial
death of Hurrivat leader Altaf
Ahmed Shah and demanded that
the Indian government must imme-
diately investigate the incident and
hold accountable 10 those who
were responsible “Pakistan strong-
ly condemns the extra-judicial
killing of two more Kashmiris in
fresh acts of state-sponsored terror-
ism by Indian occupation forces in

NOJK. Web Desk

3 killed 4 in jll red in a

blast in Mastung
Balochistan

From Our Correspondent

At least three people were killed and four injured in
a powerful blast in the Mastung disirict of
Balochistan. Deputy Commissioner Mastung, Sultan
Bugti said the bomb exploded in the Qabu area of the
district. He said the vehicle of Mir Shah Nawaz
Bangulzai was targeted in the attack. Levies sources
mmt&onﬁd that two vehicles were destroyed in the
attack.

Levies sources said the blast targeted a wehicle,
which was carrying a dead body of a man killed near
a be well. A fube well operator identified as Imran
was killed in the Qabu area of Mastung the other day,

The injured were rushed to the hospital for medical
treatment in Mastung. An emergency was declared in
the hospital to provide medical treatment to the
ijured by the blast ) ) o

Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir Quddus Bizenjo
strongly condemned the attack. In a statement issued

after the anack, Mr. Bizenjo directed the administra-
tion to submit a report in this rc%ard. He said the per-

petrators of the attack would be brought to justice.

Home Minister Balochistan, Ziaullah Langove con-
demned the attack and termed it a conspiracy against
the of the province. The Home Minister direct-
ed the levies andlﬁotim to make sure the arrest of the
elements behind the attack.

Khawaja Asif slams Imran Khan's
rhetoric on army chief's appointment

ISLAMABAD: Defence Minister Khawaja
Muhammad Asif Fnday cnticised PTI Chairman
Imran Ehan for his incessant whining on the matter of
the army chiel”s appointment. )

"Imran Khan has been using I_al:mswc&!anguagc
singe his ouster. Before, Khan would say that he and
the [qstal::lmhmwt}hare on the same page. During his
time in power, his hugs would not end with them and
now, he is abusing them," Asif said. ] L

Addressing a joint press conference with Minister
for Information and Broadcasting Marriyum
Aurangzeb, Planning Minister Ahsan Igbal, Minister
of Stafe for Petroleum Musadik Malik and Special
Assistants to the Prime Minister Tariq Fatemi and
Attaullah Tarar, the defence mimster added that the
PTI chief’s only problem is regaiming power. He
added that Pakistan’s state cannot function at the
behest of Khan's personal wishes. o

“Pakistan’s state is not subject to anvone’s wish; 1t
[funcnms%‘ under the law and Constitution,” Asif
remarked. The minister added that Imran Khan only
“begs for, abuses, and holds meetings™ for power.

_“We (PML-N} do not believe m political vietimisa-
tion,” the minister said, adding that his party believes
in rule of law.” o )

He criticised Khan's indifference to being account-
able in multiple cases and recalled how Nawaz Shanf
would appear in courts himself when summoned.

“Mawaz Sharif would himself appear in ¢ourts and
[in front of] joint investigation team,” he said.

The mimister slammed Khan for shutting down the
Iaccnuntaht]tg commission, along with cases pertain-
ing to Bus Rapid Transit (BRT), Malam Jabba, and
Billion Tree Tsunami.*They are annoyed that the
courts are providing relief to the PML-N,” the minis-
ter said, adding that Khan's wishes have heen
ruined. Khawaja said that Imran Khan would have
completed five years in power had he not been
“incompetent, corrupt, and arrogant” “Imran Khan
loves money, but he will get tired after continuously
crying,” he said Highlighting the sacrifices of the
Pakistan Army during the press conference, Khawaja
Asif said that 53 soldiers including officers have been
martyred in the last three months. Web Desk

X i) & -
Alvi approves

Presidential Igbal
Awards for three
authors

ISLAMABAD: President Dr
Anf Alvi on Fnday approved
Presidential Iqbal Awards of the
f[curs 2015-20 1n recognition of the
iterary and research work of three
authors on MNational Poet Allama
Muhammad I‘?bal. )

Muhammad Tkram Chughtai has
been given presidential award on
his book ‘lgbhal Aur Germany’
([Iql:lal and Germany), authored
Jrdu language. )

Dr Abdul Khaliq has been
awarded for his En%llsh language
book ‘Allams ]al:;a, Concept of
Ego and Related Perspectives’. and
Ghaus Bakhsh Sabir for his book
Balochi language on Igbaliat.

The president approved the
awards in line with Article 48-1 of
the Constitution and Igbal
Academy Ordinance 1962,

President Alwi 15 the patron-in-
chief of Igbal Academy
Pakistan.INP

Weekly inflation
decreases
slightly to 28.44pc

_ ISLAMABAD: The weekly
inflation in Pakistan, measured b
the Sensitive Price Index (SPI),
slightly decreased by 0.57 percent
for the period ended on October 13
compared 1o the previous week,
ARY WNews reported on Friday,
gun_nn_g Pakistan Bureau of
tatistics (PBS), :

According to the data issued by
the Pakistan Bureau of Statishics
$PBSL the m:akl§ inflation slight-
y decreased to 28 44 percent atter
a reduction of 0.57pc on a week-
to-wesk (WoW) basis that ended
on October 13, S

The PBS, in its weekly inflation
report, stated that the prices of 13
essential  commodities  have
increased and the prices of 17 com-
modities have decreased, while the
prices of 16 commodities have
remained stable. INP

NSC takes stock of security situation after Swat terror attack

ISLAMABAD: The National Security Committee (NSC) Friday took
stock of the security situation in the country after terrorists attacked a
school van in Swat, leaving the driver dead and a student injured.

The NSC met at the Prime Minister's Office under the chairmanship of
PM Shehbaz Sharif, with federal ministers, lawmakers, services chiefs,
and heads of intelligence agencies in attendance. .

In the meeting, according to a statement from the PM's Office, officials
of the country's security apparatus gave a briefing on the security situation
— in light of the recent terrorist activities . ]

The meeting made it clear that the blood of every citizen 1s precious and
noted that the law will strictly deal with those involved in the bloodshed
of innocents. ) )

“Our citizens rendered unprecedented sacrifices along with the armed
forces and plaved a historic role in the war against terrorism,” read a state-
ment.

The nation and state institutions are on the same page for the protection
of the lives and properties of the people, the geographical inegrity of
Pakistan and for the rule of law. i

The forum decided to constitute an apex committee headed by PM
Shahbaz and revive the National Counter-terronsm Authorty (Nacta),
which will werk in collaboration with the provincial-level counter-terror-
ism departments to prevent any rtﬁence of terrorism in the country.

The meeting also approved more effective steps to ensure the security of
the China-Pakistan ) projects, the statement

: nomic Corridor (CP
mentioned,

‘ security of the projects.
Il
' i resources in this

lives in the line of duty

The PPP meetin

was a victim of terrorism. She

ing again in this country.

It added that Macta would coordinate with the provinces to ensure the

The anti-terrorism system will be upgraded and equipped with the latest
technology, the meeting decided an

vowed to ensure provisions of

The meeting praised the armed forces, rangers, police officers, and per-
sonnel from other law enforcement agencies (LEAs) for sacrificing their

In & press conference earlier, Federal Minister for Climate Change,

Senator Sherry Rehman, briefed the media about the meeting chaired by
PPP Chairman and Foreign Mimster Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari.
[ Rehman said, condemned the attack in Swat."PPP’s
policy is to fight and raise voice against terrorism. Benazir Bhutto shaheed
ieved the only flag that will rise in Swat
will be that of Pakistan " Rehman said ; ;

The PPP leader termed the terror attack in Swat as barbaric and said that
her party extends solidarity to the victims, and stands with them, )

As the party strongly and consistently condemns any sort of extremism
and militancy, Rehman stressed that PPP does not want to see terronsm nis-

"We are alert about this, and we have raised this issue at the cabinet
level. Attacking schools and children is something our religion doesn’t
allow, not even humanity allows it," Rehman said The federal minister
said that Pakistanis have paid the price and the nation has won a war, for
which it never received any recognition. Web Desk
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Power outages in

Cditor Asim Khan

EDITORIAL
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Balochistan

More than 20 hours of load shedding in rural Balochistan is a stark
reminder of poor governance and incompetent officers at the Quetta
Electric Supply Company (QESCO). Despite repeated assurances, the

Com

v is vet to ensure power supply to remote areas of the province,

which covers half of the country in terms of area.
Growers action committee has méed a series of protest demonstra-

tions to mount pressure on the QES

O for acceptance of its demands.

The farmers across the complain about huge financial losses because of
power outages. Prolonged and unannounced load shedding has become
a common practice in every summer. The farmers complain that low or
no aner supply has severely affected standing crops in various parts
of Balochistan. Majority of the people in this part of the country are

financially dependent on

riculture sector, which has also been severe-

ly affected by drought hit like situation. QESCO Chief Engineer Karim
amali while speaking to this daily revealed about a shortfall of 1000

megawaits in

alochistan. He also blamed the growers and domestic

consumers for not paying their bills. He revealed that there are more
than 4 trillion rupees outstanding in Balochistan against growers, gov-

ernment departments and domestic consumers.

However, the growers disagree and link the payment of bills with
availability of power supply. :
Indeed, power theft is on the rise. Corrupt elements within the
(QESCO have cemented good ties with growers and other influential

people. This has actually caused a loss o

illions of ru;

5 to the com-

pany. It is common saying that grease the palm of QESCO officials and
ower supply. The issue is from both sides. The
owers also pay a nominal amount of Rs. 10000 at aﬁper tube well and

then get uninterrupte

then pump the under ground water non stop. The B

ochistan govern-

ment must take up the power shortfall issue with the federal govern-

Multivariate Aspects of Climate
Change in Pakistan

Climate  change
steams  unbeatable
challenges in the
future. According to
the World Bank
report,  Pakistan
stands 6th in affectee
of climate t:hanaﬁe_
The awful and deadly
floods of 2010, and
2011, extremely dry
Wﬂ&lhﬁl‘ m a ramy
area, and fluctuation
in actual climate pat-
tern is alarming and
despairing signs
among  all  the
dwellers of the town.

Climate Change
and Agriculture in
Pakistan .

In . addition,
Pakistan is a semi-
arid country. The
focal and dependent
source of water is
from the snow-cov-
ered Himalayan and
the Karakorum in the
Northern Areas.
Indus, Jhelum
Chenab, Rawi, and
the Sutlej rivers flow
through  this area.
Within the water cal-
culus, the country’s

burst also poses a
serious threat to the
country’s climate in
the Karakorum range.
The sole aim was
reaching and under-
standing the possible
nodes of surge-type
glaciers, which are
characterized by
unsteady movements
and frequent frontal
advances of glaciers.
As result, it causes
natural hazards by
ﬂhslructmg rver
channels, forming
ice-dammed lakes,
which will ultimately
cause GLOFs and
pose threats down-
stream of the water.
After  meaningful
analysis, it revealed
that a surga between

1998 and 2002 gener-

ated 6 GLOFs.
Damages by

Climate Change:

Meanwhile, rigor-
ous critical explo-
ration of the Attabad
Lake of Hunza Valley
in Gilgit-Baltistan is
the distinctive event
to justify the future

6,000 people from
upstream villages and
inundated over 19
kilometers of the
Karakorum Highway.

Recently, global
warming and subse-
quent climate change
have increased the
constant state of fear
and the risk of mis-
sive outburst flood-
ing in the respective
mountamous  region,
The comprehensive
field evidence, local
testimonies by the
natives, modern
applications of
remote sensing, and
cross-correlation fea-
ture-tracking  tech-
niques provides the
improved _ under-
standing of glacier
surges and ice-dam
formation disclosed

the scale future
threat. ;

Glaciers in
Pakistan:

It is also noted, his-
torically, in  the
Karakorum Range 39
El&clers are responsi-

le for ice-dam for-

advance, near to the

densely  populated
areas of  the
Karakorum region.

By constant observa-
tion of the prevailin
and growing threat o
climate change, it 15
airing the endless
future threat only due
to the GLOFs. For
instance, the Indus
River System (IRS
is the jugular vein o
irrigation in Pakistan.
It is providing water
for almost 90% of the
food product in
Pakistan. The ice-
dam formation due to
the GLOFs will slow
down the water flow-
ing pace downstream.
And could raise a
deep impasse among
the units for water
distribution formula.
In the end, it will ulti-
mately surface the
challenge of foad

insecurity in
Pakistan.
The Karakorum

Range, more impor-
tantly, is the home of
the anticipating One

Highway from
Khunjerab to the sea-
ort at Gawadar in

alochistan (CPEC)
on the Indian Ocean.
Therefore, the
smooth running of
the traffic on the
roads is the keynote
for progressive eco-
nomic development.
While the ice barriers
in rivers due to
frontal advance could
inundate the black-
tops of  the
Karakorum Highway.
The dislocation and
dissolution of roads
will give birth to
never-ending  chal-
lenges due to the fac-
tor of GLOFs.

In the same run
these lakes and
GLOFs attracted
media, political, and
scientific  attention
because of the repeat-
ed outburst of floods.
So, it needs the heart
blood as well as col-
lective effective
efforts to bring down
the scale of the future
threat without caus-

bt entire agriculture is threats of climate mation. On the other Belt One Road ing infinite miseries.

e auldress i Issue once and for all. - sainst ifs own corrupt cle. | dependant on water change in the center hand, 36 glaciers Initiative (OBOR) by  The writer is a

Hibtite T engrive: fhs tacivane o outstandin gamounts Onl theli: the | flow from the Indus of freshwater. The build ice barriers in  giving with a poten- Public Policy Analyst

i 15 involved i iy theft 5 iy S H}rb = TIVET. lake flooding dis- the running rivers tal commdor through and  Lecturer —at
sl YRV T ZRERINE. IRTWET S rought to book. Glacial flood out- placed more than due to — frontal the Karakorum BUET, Khuzdar.
In choppy waters Sanitation System

Pakistan is wobbling
in choppy waters, liter-
ally as well as figura-
tively, A natural disaster
has overlapped a politi-
cal crisis. There 15 a

owing sense of fore-

oding about what may

happen during the next
few days. Dark clouds
are hovering on the
horizon. Again, politi-
cally and meteorologi-
cally.

Because of how popu-
lar  imagination  is
hooked on politics, not
enough attention is paid
by the media to the rain
emergency that has
deepened during the
ast few weeks. There
ave been reports in the
main news bulleting but
almost no mention is
made of the misery of
millions of citizens
across vast lerrains in
talk shows and other
regular features.

And just when the

magnitude  of  the
calamity was beginning
to break into the con-

sciousness of our opin-
ion makers, the Shahbaz
Gill episode has sudden-
Iv become the nation’s
foremost presccupation,
For once, this would be
a legitimate distraction,
considenng its possible
political fallout. The
dramatic developments
that were played out on
Friday are likely to
become a catalyst in the
ongoing power struggle.

1 many ways, the ini-
tiative rests with Imran
Ehan to take decisive
political action, He has
certainly been building
up the tempo with large

public rallies and the
show staged in Lahore
on the eve of the
Independence Day must
have boosted the confi-
dence of his supporters.
It was a well-designed
political extravaganza.
But what happened on
Friday could not have
been a part of any
Elanned strategy. After
hahbaz Gill's arrest for
allegedly incitin
mutiny  among arme
forces in a statement
telecast live by ARY,
Imran Khan himself and
other PTI leaders wete
cautiously  distancing
themselves from the
remarks made by the
party’s most strident
spokesperson. In  the
enate, PTI leader
Faiszal Javed was cate-
orical in repudiating
the stance that had been

adopted by Shahbaz
GilLAll this changed on
Frida after  wvideo
recordings  of  how
Imran an’s chief of
staff was brought to
court became  viral.

There he was visibly in
ain and crying out for
is Tespiratory mask. A

clip was shared by the

PTI's official Twitter

account, describing the

scene as “heartbreak-

ing” Irrespective of a

contradictory  statement

of the Islamabad police
and partisan assertions
that Shahbaz Gill had
been certified as healthy
in a medical report, the
visuals and allegations
made by PTI leaders
5armuslg raised the
issue of torture. It is
something the federal

government would have
to deal with against the
backdrop of nising ten-
S10N%,

Imran Khan took the
charge of torture to
another level and said in
a tweet: “All the pic-
tures & wvideos show
clearly Gill was tortured
both mentally & physi-
cally incl sexual abuse —
most (oo Srucsome o
relate”. He immediately
went into action and
drove to the Pakistan
Institute of Medical
Sciences (Pims) to see
Shahbaz Gill, where the
PTI leader was sent by
the sessions court.

Not allowed to mest
his chief of staff, he
announced protest ral-
lies in  support of
Shahbaz Gill across the
country, with he himself

leadin one in
Islamabad on Saturday
evening. Hence the

threat of public disorder
has become real. That
Punjab is now governed
by the PTI, care of
Parvez  Elahi, may
stmngthen Imran
Khan’s hand to some
extent. Yet, there 15 con-
siderable ambiguity
about how the powers
that be will deal with
the unfolding scenario.
Already, proceedings
against Imran Khan
have been initiated with
reference to the Election
Commission of
Pakistan’s wverdict on
foreign funding and the
Toshakhana case. On
Friday, the ECP issued
notices of Imran Khan,
Fawad Chaudhry and
Asad Umar for making

“intemperate and con-

temptuous remarks”
against the electoral
walchdog,

With a renewed focus
on this fateful political
conflict, the rain disas-
ter and massive dismup-
tion in the lives of a
Iag‘ﬁe number of people
will remain somewhat
in the background. But
there is one incident that
intertwines the rain dis-
aster with the current

olitical upheaval,

omething seems mys-
terious about this con-
nection and how it is
evolving.I am referring
to that tragic hc!icﬂ?ter
crash in which we lost
six army personnel,
includin Lt-Gen
Sarfraz i!i. This crash
took place in Lasbela, a
district of Balochistan
on the first day of this
month. Now, this was a
flood relief eration
and bad weather was
said to be a reason for
the accident.

Strangely, this heli-
copter crash prompted a
negative campaign in
the social media of such
a nature that the military
authorities had to take
cognisance, In a press
conference this week,
Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif blamed
Imran l&han for “patron-
ising” his Chief of Staff
Shahbaz Gill and others
for launching this cam-
paign. In any case, an
i}x!ﬂﬂﬁ!"«-‘& mvestigation
is in progress and some
arrests have been made.

Meanwhile, the full
extent of the devastation
caused by the rains, in

terms of lives lost and
property destroyed, has
not been adeguately
explored by the national
media. And more floods
have been predicted in
the coming days. Mot
many human stories of
suffering have been
reported to underline
the gravity of this disas-
ter. gz
It is not surprising
that the foreign media
has demonstrated the
right editorial judgment
by gwmg more attention
to Pakistan’s rain havoc
than to its political cri-
sis. On Wednesday, The
Guardian had a detailed
report with this head-
line: “Pakistan floods
kill 580 and bring mis-
er{' to millions™. The
sub- said:

heading
“Government accused
of inaction as down-
pours leave schools
destroyed, homes

ruined, crops failing,
and cholera on the rize”™,
On July 24, The Mew
York T‘lyme:s had a story
“Pakistan’s deadly flood
season worsened by cli-
mate change andy bad
infrastructure”.

Yes, we do have our
daily clips of the flood
situation, mainly of
ferocious currents cut-
ting across roads and
bridges and poor settle-
ments. On ursday, a
car was swept away by
the flood waters of
Malir River in Karachi,
with its seven passen-
gers all drowned. But it
was not a lead story and
lacked personal D:i_}elaﬂs
?Imur the lives that were
ast,

in Quetta

ugttia is th?‘
capital city o
Baluchistan,
the — largest
ince of the
olslamice
Republic of Pakistan_ It is
located at an altitude of
1,680 m between the

strategically  important
Bolan and Khojak paszes
on the route to

Afghanistan, The town
and suburbs have grown
tremendously in the last
20 years, and hold now an
estimated population of
1.2 million, Inadequate
wastewater and solid
waste disposal, storm
water drainage and flood
control seriously affect
the  existing = water
resources a5 well as the
urban  environment.
Sanitation refers to_pub-
lic health conditions
related to clean dnnking
water and &#39;treat-
ment and disposal of

human excreta and
sEWazae. Preventin
human contact  wit

feces is part of sanita-
tion, as is hand washing
with soap. Sanitation sys-

fems aim o protect
human health by provid-
ing a clean

environment that will
stop the transmission of
disease, especiall
through  the fecal ora
route. For example, diar-
rhea, a main cause of
malnutrition and stunted
in children, can

e reduced through ade-
quate sanitation, The
unpleasant smell of the
sewage water dismayed
over prevailing unhygien-
ic sanitary  conditions in
Cuetta.  The garbagze
dumped into the drains
daily has fully choked the

already  ineffective sew-
erage sgstem. San
Road, abzal Road,
Brew? Road, Spiny
Road, kasi Road, Mizan
Chowk, Prince Road,
Musa C‘qutH, Wahdat
Colony and Nawan Killi
werg among the

areas where sewage
water had accumulated
due to choking of the
drainage system. Gn!i{ a
few areas like Satellite
Town, Shahbaz Town
Jinnah Town and Model
Town were established
with some  planning,
There are 315 slums and
underserved areas located
in 44% of the 30 Union
Councils of Cuetta city,
7% slums are not found
in any of the government
records. Quetta city has 2
Million slation out of
mch 35% lives in slums

underserved areas.
13% residents of these
disadvantaged areas are
lgmpna_‘aritl#- displaced
either in the province or
are of other nationalities
{mostly Afghans). The

rovincial —capital  of
alochistan  generates
over 700 tons of soli

waste every day, but the
administration " is_ only
capable of disposing of
around 300 tons of it. The
rest of the sewage mean-
ders in_ the area, while
some of it is used to grow
Ve, les As the sewer-
?I.ga system is clogoed
ity water accumulated
on  the streats
found it

difficult 1o walk in
most areas fike Mikangi
Road, Imdad Chowk,
Mission Chowk, Koral
Road, CGawalmandi
Chowlk,

People

Brown  and

Carani whera the water is
accumulated. On one
sida 'thethmcll claims of
cleani & drainage sys-
tem, ;-'L%iia ot mggemﬁar
the dirty water on the
roads had made the life of
shop owners and resi-
dents miserable. People
have demanded of the
Metropolitan officials 1o
get the sewerage system
cleaned. The dirty water
accumulated on the roads
has  laid bare the
hl-‘fatmlltan team’s and
the

authorities’ tall claims
ahutlijt cleia.t_tlinesi;v.. Tﬁe
arbage i the
1r%::-au:la.v.i’::iva };Is‘g c}:'iused
immense difficulties for
the people. 3o the sug-
ﬁﬁt“'&' solution 15 to stop
umping chemicals and
waste into the environ-
ment, develop sanitation
and raise awarenass on
best hvgiene practices.
Reducing the number of
people  practicing open
defecation. Increasing
the number of people
with access to basic sani-
tation facilities and the
amount of fecal waste
effectively captured and
}rea:ﬁd un-sne,rtgr& I:-DI&
ected, tran an
treated e offsite.
Improving the ability of
educational and health
systems to. |

manage sanitation and
hygiene facilities in
institutions and afford-
ability and availability of
sanitation products ‘and
services, Increasing the
number of people with
safely managed sanila-
fion services, handwash-
ing with soap at critical
times and the rate of safe
management of house-
hold drinking water.

Demographic engin

Indian authorities have
recently permitied tem
rary residents i Indian
Megally Oceupied
Jammu and Kashmir
(THOJK) to register as vot-
ers. This is yet another
attempt by the I[ndian

overnment to change the
emographic features of
Kashmir.

This move follows the
promulgation of a new
domicile law after the
repeal of Article 370 of
theuﬂ'd"‘"h;“““",t;]m“m
revoking t ial sta-
tus of %he .smﬂ}:cand its
bifurcation into two terri-
tories. The announced
measure s likely to add
2.5 million more voters,
which the local popula-
tion fears would allow the
BIP govemment to alter
the demographics of the

I'B%Iqﬂ. .
Lis a sinister move to
convert  the  Muslim

maljjnmy into & minority
in due course of time and
has nghtly been rejected
and  condemned by
Pakistan. The action con-
stitutes the blatant viola-
tion of the CGeneva
Convention and the UN
resolutions  on  the
Kashmir dispute. After
the end of World War II,
as a consequence of the
initiative taken by the
International Committes
of Bed Cross, the
Diplematic l‘;antzerence
for the Establishment of
International Convention
for Protection of Victims
of War was held in
Geneva, which adopted
the ourth  Geneva
Convention on 12 August
1949 It is one of the four
treaties of the Geneva
Conventions,

While the first three

conventions dealt with
combatants, the fourth
Geneva Convention was
the first to deal with
humanitarian  protections
for civilians in a war

zone. Currently, 196
countries are to the
1949 eneva
Conventions,

In 1993, the UN

Secunty Council adopted
a report from the secre-
tary general and a com-
mission of experts which
concluded that  the
Greneva Conventions had

passed into the body of

customary mtqmauonal
law, thus making them
binding even on non-sig-
natories to the conven-
tions  whenever they
engage in armed con-

flicts.

Anticle 27 of the
Geneva IV states:
“Protected persons are
entitled, in all circum-
stances, to respect for
their persons, their hon-
our, their family nights,
their religious convic-
tions and practices, and
their manners and cus-
toms. They shall at all
times be humanely treat-
ed, and shall be protected
e§p¢c_w]iy against all acts
of violence or threats
thereof and  against
insults and public curiosi-

t}l.hrticie 43 of the
Geneva IV says: “The
Occupying Power shall
not deport or transfer
parts of its own civilian
Pﬂpu]_anun into the terri-
ary it occupies.” Article
32 of the convention
adds: “The High
Contracting Parties
specifically agree that
each of them is prohibited
from taking any measure

of such a character as to
cause the physical suffer-
ing or extermination of
otected persoms in their
ands. This prohibition
Epphes not only mi mwr-
er, torture, corporal pun-
ishments ... ‘ﬂ:{ alspoutu
any other measures of
brutality by civilian or

military agénts.”

Giving voting nights to
nen-residents and allow-
mﬁi people  from  the
Indian mainland to bu

operty in IIOJK is in
reach of Aricle 49 of
the fourth Geneva
Convention,

_ Indian security forces
in IIQJK are the ocoupy-
ing power by all defini-
tions since Kashmir's
fate, as per UN resolu-
tions, 15 to be decided
through a plebiscite held
under the auspices of the
world bo?}ﬁ a }g.omhgn
which the UNSC has reit-
erated in its three infor-
mal meetings after the
Modi regime revoked the
state’s special status.

After the scrapping of
Article 370 of the Indian
constitution, the entire
population of Kashmir is
under siege, and they
have been denied contact
with the outside world,
there is a complete lock-
down in the valley, and
people are not even given

ACCESS o MOsSquUes.
International media,
human rgghts organiza-
tions  Like  Amnesty

International and even
UN Human Rights com-
mission in its reports has
cormoborated blatant vio-
lations of human rights in
NOJK. The discovery of
mass graves at 3% sites
also lends currency to the
inhumane treatment of

the local population by

Indian security forces.

Through the foregoing
actions India has not mlﬁ
torn asunder the fourt
Geneva Convention but
also pummefled the UN
resolutions with regard to
the  plebiscite ~ and
breached  international
law with impunity,

It is indeed regrettable
that neither the nor
the big powers have
shown real interest in
stopping India in its
tracks and resolving the
Kashmir conflict as per
the UN resolutions. Their
indifference to the devel-
opments taktn% place in
the valley and the fallout
of those provocative
measures is encouraging
Indian hegemonic
designs in the region.

India is being ruled by
a dichard follower of the
supremacist R55 ideclo-
gy of Hindutva, which
takes inspiration from
Mazism. It has already
started showing its ugly
face in the form of
enhanced Indian hostility
towards Pakistan. Indian
leaders have repeatedly
threatened Pakistan of
dire consequence, and on
February 2019, India
made its intenticns clear
when it sent planes to
bomb lll']ﬂfm terrorist
camps in Balakot, osten-
sibly in retaliation for the
Pulwama incident. It is
interesting to note that an
Indian journalist close to
the BJP regime later
revealed  that the
Pulwama incident was
stage-managed by the
Modi government to win
elections and find an
excuse fo take action
against Pakistan

€€

L
lunammad AsSnrs
India has also been
supporting ins ey in
Balochistan and acts of
terronsm throughout the
country as corroborated
by the revelations made
by the captured Indian
_v.;qr Kulbhushan Jhadav.

s it not a pity that a
state which has shown no
respect for UN resolu-
tions, international law
and the fourth Geneva
Convention is being sup-
ported for a permanent
seat in the Security
Council, besides prop-
ping it up as a regional
superpower through
transfer of nuclear tech-
nology and NSG waiver
in complete violation of
the uclear  MNon-
Proliferation Treaty?

They fail to realize that
any such eventuality
would lead to perennial
instability in the region
and foreclose any chance
of resolution of the
Kashmir dispute.
~ The Modi govemment
is rightly perceived as a
threat to peace and secu-
rity in  the region.
Pakistan has been persist-
ently warning the world
and the UN about Indian
designs and urging them
to intervene before it is
to late. )

Pakistan and India are
nuclear powers, and any
military  confrontation
between them can have
disastrous con LUEMCes
not only for them but also
for the entire region and
beyond. Those who cry
hoarse from every con-
venient rooftop to pro-
nounce their humanitari-
an credentials and adher-
ence to international law,
the UN Charter and
Conventions,

Animal cruelty
in Pakistan

“he indiffer-
ence, callous-
ness, and con-
tempt that so
many people exhibit
toward animals is evil
first because it results in
great suffering in ani-
mals, and second because
;::i results in an mg:;a!hi:ula-

t impoverishment

mgérﬁu'nar?uspiﬁt.“ I did
not pen these words,
Albert Einstein did. Islam
also forbids treating ani-
mals cruelly or killin
them excefu for_ food.
Zabiha rules stipulate
how am animal to be
slaughtered must not be
misireated or caused
undue pain. Yet, animal
cruelty is rampant and
exists in varied forms in
countries like ours,

We live in a country
where political leaders
have been known to hold
political rallies  with
caﬁed and chained lions,
and where animals like
turtles given away as
party favours at chil-
dren’s birthdays. Many
well-to-do people pay a
lot of money to purchase
expensive cats, dogs, or
birds but treat them cal-
lously. Cruelty towards
animals is not the reserve
of rich people only,
Cruelty to animals espe-
cially " donkeys, horses
and mules is also wide-
spread. These animals are
overworked, under-fed,
and harshly beaten by
their owners.

Some recent attempis
at humane dog population
management and mass
vaccinations in Karachi
have dissipated. Instead,

the Emﬁgpmr fg}lm\_r-
ing the igence of ani-
mgl anersgand attacks
by puard dogs on pedes-
trians in Karachi
unleashed another unwar-
ranted attacks on dogs all
over the country. Several
neighbourhoods  started
instigating  municipal
organisations to shoot
siray dogs on sight. Use
of strychnine polson was
once again allowed to
poison dogs,

There 15 a general
absence of adequate laws
related to animal welfare
and animal slaughter, and
the existing laws that
exist are not adequatel
implemented. Pakistan’s
Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act (1890) aims
to protect many. animals,
including draught ani-
mals. This law is however
outdated and does not
reflect the prevalent sci-
entific, cultural, or com-
mercial mmpulsionstgea'a
taining to animal welfare.
It 15 time to update this
law to protect both pet
and wild animals, to insti-
tute mechanisms for their
care, and define conse-
quence for those who are
nf.;%lec:tfui towards ani-
mals.

It is encouraging that
the Halal Authority Act
2015) has not only man-

d humane treatment
of animals throughout the
slaughter process, but
also prohibited animals
from seeing one another
being slaughtered.
However, there has been
little implementation of
this law.

While animal abandon-

Syed Mohammad Ali

ment  is  illegal in
Pakistan, there is scant
regulation on how animal
owners should care for
their animals, Mareover,
zoos across Pakistan are
notorious for their
conditions. Prompted by
international  criticism
aver the Islamabad zoo's
maltreatment of the ele-
hant, Kaavan, the
slamabad High Court
issued an unprecedented
mhnﬂasl year, It ordered
that the enfire zoo of over
four hundred animals 1o
be closed and all the ami-
;nalsdwithm it tor be trans-
erred to & riate
wildlife sanmgggﬁn the
short period of two
months. The msh to
empty the zoo caused the
death of a pair of lions
Elhwh pa&sedd away, Lw_o
ays apart, dun their
transfm??rorp Ii‘tenz;%o toa
farmhouse in Kasur city
instead of a sanctuary as
had been directly by the
court.

Pakistan also urgently
needs 1o enact legislation
detailing specific welfare
requirements for the rear-
ing of farm animals dur-
ing distinct phases of
rearing, transport, and
slaughter. S require-
menis must be legally
binding and species-spe-
cific and aligned with
international animal wel-
fare standards. Regular
inspections of farms and
slaughter establishments
would have to be carried
out with a special focus
on animal welfare or the
situation on the
will mot change for the
better
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Kashmir dispute has become focus of
world’s attention after Modi regime’s
Aug 2019 move: Ali Raza Syed

ISLAMABAD: The
Chairman of Kashmir
Council ~ European
Union, Ali Raza Syed,
has said the Kashmir
dispute has become a
special focus of atten-
tion at the global level
after Marendra Modi-
led Indian fascist gov-
ernment’s :]le‘ﬁal
actions of Aupust 03,
2019, Agcording  to
Kashm  ir ledia
Service, Ali Raza Syed
was addressing & semi-
nar, at National
University of Modern
Languages (NUML) in
Islamabad. “Although
Kashmir has been an
internationally recog-
nized dispute for the

past OVEr SEVEn
decades, but after
Aupgust 2019, this con-
flict has once again
become the focus of the
world’s special atten-
tion,” he said. -
He said along with
revoking Kashmir's spe-
cial status, India has
changed the domicile
law of IIOJK to bring
people from Indian
states to settle them in
the territory, Work on
this conspiracy has
already  started. he
added Ali Raza Syed
maintained that many
political  leaders of
ogcoupied Kashmir,
human rtights activists
and  journalists are

im{Frisoned in jails of
India and the territory
and their lives are in
danger He said that the
Pakistan should formuo-
late an effective strate-
gy to stop India's illegal
actions in the occcupied
territory and expose
India’s terrible face to
the world Political ana-
i_yst and university pro-
essor Tahir Nayeem
Malik, international
relations teacher and
researcher Dr  Syed
Sibtain Shah, manage-
ment sciences professor
Dr Abdul Wahid and
student leaders Ubaid
Khan and Mansoor
aalsram also addressed
the seminar. INP

Pakistanis
overwhelmingly laud
China's support: Survey

ISLAMABAD
Almost all Pakistanis
have a very positive
view of Iron Brother
China and its consis-
tent support to
Pakistan and they con-
sider China as their
trusted friend, a survey
revealed, acmrdiqs to
Gwadar Pro on Friday.

As part of the
Sinophone Borderlands
public opinion survey
in Pakistan in June
2022, over 1,200
Pakistani respondents
were asked two open-
ended guestions about
their perception of
China.Respondents are
drawn from all regions
of Pakistan and includ-
ed a representative
sample of age groups
and genders, The same
guestions  have also
been asked in many
other countries but
Pakistanis gave the
maost posthive answers

The first survey
vestion  asks what
irst comes to people’s
minds when thinking
of China. The mosi
COMMOn ANSWers, as
the word cloud reveals,
were “friend,” “best
friend,” “good friend,”
and “trusted friend.”

Chinese people are
perceived as friendly

and hardworking, The

i :

country itself is seen as
bein strong, and
developed, with man
respondents labeling it
a Superpower,

Also, China 15 seen
as he[?f’ul and support-

ive of Pakistan. The
connection between the
two countries 15

described as a “broth-
erhood” and many peo-
ple celebrate it by say-
i “long live
Pakistan-China friend-

shi1p."
he second question
asks whether people’s
general view of China
get better or worse dur-
ing the previous three
years and why An
overwhelming majority
of  the Pakistani
respondents (85 per-
cent) gave a positive
answer. An overwhelm-
ing mﬂ;ontﬁ'_ focused
mostly on China’s SUI.E-
ort to Pakistan in the
orm of the China-
Pakistan Economic
Corridar {CPEC),
Chinese investment, or
China’s COoVID-19
support. The  results
prompt an important
question: Why are the
artitudes of Pakistanis
so  overwhelmingly
positive toward China,
and why so much more
so than in other coun-
tries? The answer is

ISLAMABAD: Dr Shahzad Waseem. 'l_.caldr:r of the Opposition’

that their positive atti-
tudes are linked to
China’s long-term sup-
port for Pakistan, espe-
cially through CPEC,
and Pakistan’s other-
wise rather isolated
position in South Asia,
where it lacks other
firm alliesIn particu-
lar, the positive atti-
tude correlates with
Chinese investments
flowing into the coun-
try umnder the label of
CPEC, which was fre-
uently mentioned by
the respondents.

. Transport and energy
infrastructure, so badly

needed in Pakistan,
have been built, MNew
power plants  have
added energy to

Pakistan’s power grid.
Roads and railways are
being constructe
Mevertheless, what
drives China's popular-
among the citizens

i

of Pakistan is that
China 15 really
Pakistan’s stalwart

allv. It is the only
country that is current-
Iy willing to invest
massively in Pakistan,

It is certainly
encﬁuragin% for the
rowth ~ of  China-
akistan rtelations that
people in Pakistan are
so positive about their
cloge friend INP

in Senate along with other PTI senator came out fter boycott

Senate session .

Nepra approves reduction
of Rs4.89 per unit in FCA
for KE consumers

ISLAMABAD: The
Mational Electric Power
Regulatory Authority
{MNepra) approved on
Friday a reduction of
Rs4.89 per unit for K-
Electric (KE) con-
sumers on account of
fuel cost adjustment
(FCA) ftor electrnicity
consumed in August.

Meanwhile, the
power regulator raised
the price by Rs0.19 per
unit for the consumers

of = ex-Wapda
Dristribution Companies
(Discos), also  on

account of FCA for the
month of August.

Changes in both rates
will be reflected in the
bills for October

In its notification for
adjustment in electricity
rates of KE, Mepra said
the negative FCA would
be applicable to all con-
sumer categories except
lifeline CONSUMErS,

domestic  consumers
using up to 300 units,
agriculture consumers
and electric vehicle
charging stations.

“It is hereby clarified
that the negative adjust-
ment on _account of
mr:mlthlg FCA is also
applicable to domestic
consumers having Time
of Use meters irrespec-
tive of their consump-
tion level,” it added.

In a separate notifica-
tion for change in Disco
rates, the power regula-
tor said that the rise in
electricity price was
applicable to all con-
sumer categones excepl
electric vehicle charg-
ing stations and hifeline
consumers. )

“While effecting the
fuel adjustment
charges, the discos con-
cerned shall keep in
view and strictly com-
ply with the orders of

the court notwithstand-
ing this order,” MNepra
said.

Now you can follow

Dawn Business on
Twitler, Linkedin,
Instagram and

Facebook for insights
on business, finance
and tech from Pakistan
and across the world,

“It 15 hereby clarified
that the negative adjust-
ment on _account of
monthly FCA is also
applicable to domestic
consumers having Time
of Use meters irrespec-
tive of their consump-
tion level,” it added.

In a separate notifica-
tion for change in Disco
rates, the power regula-
tor said that the rise in
electricity price was
applicable to all con-
sumer categores except
electric vehicle charg-
ing stations and hifeline
consumers. INP
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LAHORE:Doctors and nurses hold placards during Breast Cancer Awareness
Walk at Shaikh Zayed Hospital on the eve of World Breast Cancer Day, in

Provincial Capital.

Govt urged to help
reviving women businesses
in flood-hit areas

[SLAMABAD:  Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (ICCT) on Friday urged
the federal and provincial gov-
ernments to come forward to
provide support to business-
women of flood hit rural areas
for reviving their businesses.

It said that a large number of
businesses women have heen
destroyed in flood-hit areas due
to which women entrepreneurs
are facing great hardships

While addressing the 15th

Annual Rural Women
Leadership Conference 2022
organized by ICCT in collabora-
tion with National Commission

on the Status of Women and
Potohar  Organization  for
Development Advocacy
(PODA) Fafar
Bakhtawari, ICCI

Ahsan
President,

said ICCI is ready to connect the
women _entrepreneurs of rural
areas with online platforms like
Armazon,

He said so that they could get
easy access to international mar-
kets to improve exports and eamn
more foreign exchange for the
country.

He “assured that 1CCI can
organize exhibitions of the prod-
ucts of rural businesswomen to
showcase their potential for
trade export.

The women from four

rovinces of Pakistan, Gilgit
altistan and Azad Kashmir
attended the event.

Milofar Bakhtiar,
Chairperson, MNational
Commission on the Status of

Women, said that economic
empowerment  and  financial

inclusion of women was the best
option to reduce poverty and
promote prosperity in the coun-

She shared the initiatives of
her organization to promote gen-
der equality and empowerment
of women. She thanked 1CCT for
hosting the women conference
and hoped that such conferences
would help change the role of
rural women from vulnerability
to change makers by buildin
linkages and partmerships wi
others.

Sameena Nazir, Founding
President, PODA  said that
wommen  entrepreneurs in rural
areas were exporting their prod-
ucts to many countries, but the
destruction of their businesses
due to recent floods had created
financial problems for them INP

Teachers can become real
change agents in our
society: Chairman HEC

ISLAMABAD: Chairman,
Higher Education Commission
{(HEC} Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed on
Friday emphasized the signifi-
cance of teachers” contribution for

a holistic  developmenmi  of
Pakistani society and urged the
teaching community 1o me

proactive in bringing the much-
neaded behavioral change for
country’s real progress.
Addressing the closing ceremo-
ny of the National Facu!g'
Development Programme (NFDF)
for participants  of  Interim
Placement of Fresh PhDs
Programme (IPFP) held at HEC

Islamabad, he highlighied how the
Western world transformed in the
preceding centuries due to the
effective role played by their
teachers and the educational insti-
tuticns.

As many as 21 PhD Fellows
from all over Pakistan attended
the Cohort-11 of NFDP 2022, The
programme has been designed in
10 core modules related to teach-
ing, academic research and pro-
fessional practices. Successiul fel-
lows are placed in public sector
higher education institutions for a
period of one year The Chairman
said, “It is unforfunate that we, a5

Cell phones’
prices go skyrocketing in
Lahore markets

LAHORE: Duetoa

rtial ban on the import of

Musslimz, have forgotien the mes-
sage of our Prophet (SAW) about
the importance of knowledge and
learning, [ have a firm belief that
the positive and constructive role
of our teachers and religious
scholars can change the fate of our
nation."Highlighting the crtical
role of higher education institu-
tions to integrate with the society,
Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed told the par-
ticipants that they are the chosen
ones for o verv noble cause, 1
request vou (0 become the real
change agents and set the direc-
tion of our youth for a peaceful
and prosperous Pakistan, [NP

UL

Employees end
protest in front
of Parliament
after successful
talks with govt

ISLAMABAD: The ~federal
government employees Friday
ended their sit-in in front of the
Parliament House after their nego-
tiations with the government
ended with positive note.

“If our demands are not met,
there will be another sit-in on
Movember 8 announed the All
Government Emplovees Grand
Alliance. )

State Minister for Interior Abdul
Rehman Kanju came o negotiate
with the leadership of the All
Government Employees Grand
Alliance. :

He assured them of progress on
their demands after which the
protesting employees dispersed
peacefully. INP

By-polls:
Head-to-head on 8
NA seats, 3 Punjab

constituencies on

Sunday

LAHORE: Preparations are
underway for the by-elections to
be held on Sunday, while head-to-
head competifion is expected on
eight Mational Assembly (MNA)
geats and three constituencies of
Punjah.

According to details, Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman
Imran Khan is a candidate for
seven national seats,

In MNA-157 Multan Shah
Mahmood Qureshi’s  daughter
Mehar Bano Qureshi and Yousaf
Raza Gillani’s son Ali Musa
Gillani are competing.

Furthermore, WA 118 Mankana
Sahib is expected to be a tight con-
test between PTI Chairman [mran
Khan and Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) candi-
date Dr. Shezra Mansab Al Khan,
while Syed Afzal Hussain Shah of
Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan (TLP)
15 also in the race.

Meanwhile, preparations for the
by-glections in three consttuen-
cies of the Mational Assembly in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) have
been completed and the election
campaign will end tonight
{Friday’s night)

On the other hand, in the city of
Khanewal of South Punjab, the
preparations of the constiluency
PP 209 by-election are at peak.
Eight candidates are participating
in the by-polls, while tough contest
is expected between the candidates
of PTT and PML-N.INP

parts of cell phones, the prices of mobile phone
sets of different companies have increased enor-

mously by Rs15,000 to

Rs40,000 in the mobile

phone markets of Lahore on Friday.

Sardar Azhar Sultan,

senior vice president of

the traders” association of Hall Road, said that the
cell phones’ prices increased due to difficulties in

the import of mobile

hones.

“Due to the lack of foreign exchange, the gov-
ernment has made the import process very diffi-

cult,” he added.
“Due to the increase

in the prices of mobile

phones, the sale of cell phones has decreased sig-
nificantly. It has made very difficult for the
traders to pay the rent of shops, taxes and salaries
of employees and meet other expenses,” he com-

plained.

It is to be noted here that a cell phone of

Rs35,000 is bein

sold at Rs32,000, the cell

phone of Rs30,000 at 66,000 and the cell phone

of Rs66,000 is being sol

d at Rs80.000.INP

School

teacher

tortures student, breaks

arm in

Chiniot

CHINIOT: In yet another incident of corporal pun-

ishment at the

ucational institutions, a schoolteacher

broke the arm of a @il student as she failed to memo-

rize the lesson,
The incident occurred

at the Girls Elementary

School, located in the limits of PS Rajua in Chiniot,
where a school teacher torured the student and broke
her arm as she failed to memonze the lesson,

A student named Muskan said she was tortured by
the teacher with an iron rod as she falled to memonze
the lesson. The student has been moved to the hospital

after her arm was dislocated in corpo
It may be noted that the National

ral punishment,

ssembly has

passed a bill prohibiting all kinds of corporal punish-
ment at educational instifutions.
Earlier, Ei:miice arrested a school teacher in Jhelum
20

after a i
wirl

went viral showing him torturing two

ITl5.
The video of the teacher’s corporal punishmenis to

the students went viral on social media which was also

shared by Federal Mimster
Vawda,

The teacher named Abu

for Water Resources, Faisal

Bakar was taken into cus-

tody and the case against him was also registered, INP

Pakistan asks India to investigate custodial
death of Kashmiri leader Altaf Shah

ISLAMABAD:
Pakistan Friday asked
the Indian government
to immediately investi-
gate the custodial death
of Kashmiri leader
Altal’ Ahmed Shah and
hold to account all
those responsible for
the Lra%(qdy.

Speaking at  the
weekly press briefing
here, the Foreign Office
Spokesperson said, “We
are deeply saddened at
the inhuman custodial
death of Hurriyat leader
Altaf Ahmed Shah, who
remained imprisoned in
the infamous Tihar Jail
for the last five vears”

The Indian Charge d°

Affaires in Islamabad
was summoned to the
Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and conveyed
Pakistan’s St[ﬂ!‘lﬁ
protest over the deat
of Mr. Shah caused b
Indian  government’s
willful and deliberate
negligence, and utter
disregard for human
n#hts. which was part
of India’s systematic
campai%n 10 suppress
and  Brutalize  the
Hurrivat leaders and the
Kashmiris, he added.
He =said, “Pakistan
strongly condemns the
extra-judicial killing of
two more Kashmiris in
fresh acts of state-spon-

sored terrorism by
Indian QCoupation
forces in IIOJK."

The latest incidents
of violence and hostili-
l{ perpetrated by
Hindutva  extremists
against  Muslims  in
India, during the recent
Hindu festivals were a
matter of grave con-
cern, the spokesperson
noted “This  is  vyet
another manifestation
of the growing “saffron
terror’ that has deeply
permeated the Indian
society."He said, “We
call upon the interna-
tional  community to
hold India accountable
for its crimes against

humanity in the occu-
jied Jammu  and
ashmir and to take
cognizance of the rapid-
ly deteriorating situa-
tion of Tslamophobia in
India and the resultant
threat to the safeti and
security and well being
of its Muslim citizens
and other minorities. *
He sad the Pakistan
overnment rejected the
ndian Prime Minister's
remarks about 110JK
during a public rally in
Gujarat.“The  Indian
Prime Minister’s farci-
cal contention that he
has, somehow,
“resolved the Kashmir
issue”, is not only false

and misleading but also
reflects how oblivious
the Indian leadership
has become of the
round realities in
OJK."He pointed out
that  Jammu  and
Kashmir was an inter-
nationally recognized
dispute that had been on
the agenda of the
United Nations for over
seven decades awaiting
a just and peaceful res-
olution in accordance
with the relevant UNSC
resolutions and wishes
of the Kashmiri people.
He told that Pakistan-
China Spokespersons’
Dialogue was held vir-
tually.Online

Provincial Capital,

Electricity trans-
mission restored
ACross
country: Power
Division

ISLAMABAD: After
an almost day-long out-
age, the Power Division
on Friday said that elec-
tricity transmission and
generation have been
restored across the coun-
try adding that only rou-
tine power load-shedding
is belng carried,

“Electricity transmis-
sion and generation have
been restored  across
Pakistan including
restoration of full supply
from national grid to
Karachi,” the division
said in a statement.Earlier
today, sources within the
MNational ~ Transmission
and i’lesga!ch Company
(NTDC) had sand that the
countrywide power crisis,
caused due to an acci-
dental fault" in the nation-
al gnd, had not been con-
trolled yet. Sources in the
NTDC =aid that it was a
major breakdown and
could not be controlled
even after 24 hours as the
authorities have yet to
identify the fault. The
sources added that cities
have been facing four
hours of Inadsheddm{g
while mural areas are sut-
fering from a 12-hour-
In:ﬁ power outage,

eanwhile, power
plants have not been fully
energised and the country
still faces a 4,500M
Fower shortfall while the
requency fluctuation is
making things more com-
plex. e

The electricity 15 being
restored from the power
plants slowly to the sys-
tem, said the sources.
They added that this 1s the
Gth breakdown in the
last 10 vears.

Large parts of the coun-
try were in dark for more
than 12  hours on
Thursday after a fault was
detected in the national
grid's southern fransmis-
siOnN system.

Energy Minister
Khurram Dastagir said
that an “"accidental fault"
triggered the breakdown
and announced the estab-
lishment of a committee
to probe the matter and
submit & report within
four days. TN

KARACHL: Chief Mi;tlister Sindh Syed Murad Ali Shah meets
with Consul General of China Li Bijian at CM House in

@

The procursment of warks lisied below for which Nofis Imviting Tandar on
sealed percentage rates besed on CSR 2018 Govt: of Balochistan are inviled
from intesested coniractors/Fimes with datal ierms & conditioers given below.
The: tender fee will be deposit through green challan in National Bank of
Pakistan Ziarat Branch under the head of account C-027 16 (Communication
Rescaipt) af the rate shown against each work 25 mentionad below: - Eamest
money 4% of Bid costin shape of call depositand Date of completion Up i 30th

June 2024 from the daie of start for each work
ﬁ'_ Mama of wark. b 2erklid fuf
\T. PEO L]

1 [CONSTRUCTION / BLACK Rs. 42.75 | Rs. 3000/
TOPPING OF UNION COUNCIL Milllion
ZANDRA ROADS

2 [CONSTRUCTION / BLACK TOPING | s 8,803 | Fis. 10004
OF KILLI SAYEED ULLAH Million
DOWTANI ROAD DISTRICT

_|ZIARAT.TSE NO 222310134823 | | .

3 [CONSTRUCTION / BLACK TOPING | Has.28.089 | s 2000/
OF KILLI SARDAR HIDAYAT Milllan
ULLAH CHOTAIR ROAD

SINJAWILTSE NO 222310131553
Procurement shall be made under BPPRA Rules 2014 Eligibility of bidders: -
djRegisiralions wilh relevant bocrtion depariment .. (NTH], Income Tax/ Sales
Tax Department, Balochistan Revanue Authority (BRA) updated.b)
Registrafion with Pakistan Enginesring Council in Relevant Category 06 and
abova fior 5r. Mo 2 & 3, C5 and above for Sr. No 1, Above category and Discipling
Code valid for the FY 2021-2022.¢) Rabe analvsis of offered rates. JJCDR in case
of rate offered below 10% of the total costelV is Nt Alowed Mothod of
procuvement: Single stage, two envelape procedure. Bid Secuvify: The bid
st accompary Bid Security in the form of Call Depeesit of amount specified
abova in the name of indersigned from & schedule bank from Contractor e
accourd, I any Fake Call Deposit provided by the fimm, the frm will be
recommended for blackiisting Bidding / Tender Documents.|ssuance:
Bidding documents will b izsued on submission of requast by e contractor on
his original letier head from e date of publication of adverisement in
Newspapers on presenabion of requisile documents a5 required in basic
eligiility criteria e, Tender Fee (Nonrefundabli in shape of grsen challan under
head C-0E716, Bid Securty | Eamast Money (in the shape of call deposit from
the account of firm, the call deposl amount mus be deposied by coniractor's
Firm { Tifie account], valid Pakistan Engineering Council Carliicale, Income Tax
Certificate (NTN), registration from BRAgtc. (in criginal). The bender form willnot
b issued i any attamay holdars of the conimchors in arry case. Howswer, the
pariners and representatives of frm by producing their legel documents ie.
partnership deed or lirm cedilicates lal he iz the office bearer and is on e pay
rolia of firm {duly afiesbed by 15t Class Magistrate only) can paricipete. The
power of atiorney will be acceptable for spacilic work onl ; - Last
dabe of submission of bids {Techeiczl !/ Financial] will be 2nd Mowember, 202 at
12:00 PM,Opening: -The Tender (Technical Bids) will be opened on
2nd November, 2022 st 100 PM before procurement commities in the
presence of Contrackars or fheir authorized representatives in the office of the
Executive Engineer, Communication District Ziarst and for (Financial Bids)
opening date wil be announced ai that Sme.The bid security (COR) of
technically nor-resporesive bidders shall be retumed within 30 days of
declaration of their bid &5 non-responsive.-Bid validity Pesiod: Ninety Days (90
days).In case dewnioading of bidding documents from BPPRA website, the
biddes { firm mwst o provide requinad document separately to this olice before
submizsion of bids. Place of issuance, submission, inquires and opaning wil be
addrassed: - Exacutive Enginear (Road) Communication Works PP&H District
Ziaral An affidavit shall be provided on non-Judicial Stamp Paper of Rs. 100/
that the applicant has never bean biack lisied. The appicant shall also provide
an undertelong to the effect that ol documents ! parficulers | infaomation given
with fis bidding document are frus  comect All documents { proof peovided by the
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Camiracioes./ Firms wil be verified rom con o | ant.
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Third power plant on Thar coal to help Pakistan generate
cheap electricity: WealthPK

. ISLAMABAD: The successful launching of a third power plant with a capacity of 330 megawatts on the
indigenous Thar coal will help Pakistan to generate cheap electricity and reduce import bill to save foreign
exchange reserves, WealthPK reports. . . o
After the installation of the third plant, the total capacity of the plants on indigenous Thar coal has reached
990 megawatts. ; .
According to National Electric Power Regulatory Authﬂn'l%' LFNEPRA], the per unit cost of electnicit tg,vr;n—
erated through Thar coal was Rsi4.41 Eer unit in August 2022 The per unit cost of electricity generated from
ce ol { 3.6 and high-speed diesel Rs27.8 per unit while the cost of per unit
electricity imported from Iran 1s Rs20.94,

furnace oil 15 Rs35, imported coal Rs
The earlier installed 660 megawatts power plant on Thar eoal had created 3,000 jobs during construction
and 4,300 jobs after it was made operational. The recently-approved prajects will also generate a lot of jobs.
Dt Athar Mansoor, an energy expert said in a podcast that presently Pakistan was not ready to make the
transition to a sustainable energy system. It is evident that a transition i1s needed in Pakistan, but the country
first requires to improve its economy as a huge amount of funds will be required to make the transition suc-
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and fertiliser. Pakistan has 175 billion tonnes of coal reserves in Tharparkar alone, equivalent to 50 killion

tonnes of oil equivalent, which 1s more than Saudi Arabian and Iramian il reserves. The coal reserves are

equal to 2,000 trillion cubic feet (TCF) of gas, 68 times higher than Pakistan’s total gas reserves. .
Pakistan should rely on local coal resources for the generation of power to ensure sustainable economic
rowth in the future. Due to the heavy reliance on imported fuel, power losses are increasing day by day
ecause the cost of imported fuel has increased significantly during the past few years.

The government is often compelled to announce a subsidy on electricity to curb the massive hike in power
tariffs and reduce the burden on consumers. However, owing to a lack of funding, the government is unable
F{J E[Jag' ﬂ'_lﬁ_ﬂl‘l:IDum of subsidy to the relevant authonties. It contributes to the circular debt. which has reached

51,2 trillion
~ The gbqvemmenl should utilise Thar coal resources for power generation to reduce circular debt as well as
import bills, The generation of cheap electricity in the country will enable industries 1o get access to a reli-
able source of energy at a reasonable rate. ) _ ] ]

The cost of energy is one of the most significant factors in the manufacturing of industrial products. The

cessful . ) o N ) o ¥encranr:m of cheap electricity will reduce the cost ufﬁ{rﬂduciiﬂn as well as boost the export of different goods
He said that Thar coal could be also converted into gas and liquid to utilise by other industries like cement

rom Pakistan, according to information gathered by WealthPK.

UK to provide
additional £10 million aid
for flood relief supplies

B E ISLAMABAD: The United Kingdom (UK) will ing Pakistan’s economic recovery and resilience

e T rovide an additional £10 million of life-saving against future climate disasters. )
DONATION -t umanitarian support for Pakistan's flood relie He said the UK’s new Deve]uprg? Countries
o prdscen e s znra. wan] BERLOOE efforts Trading Scheme would help grow trade by giving

orts.

The additional humanitarian aid was announced by
Lord Tariqg Ahmad of Wimbledon, UK Minister of
State for South Asia (FCDOY), during his visit to
Pakistan,

In addition to the UK's £26.5 million donation in
humanitarian funding, a UK Roval Air Force flight
recently delivered eight boats and ten portable genera-
tors for flood relief operations. : j

The extra support will be esreni on urgent life-saving
needs such as pruwdmﬁ,sh ter, water, and sanitation
to prevent waterborne diseases. Tt will focus on sup-
porting people who are still displaced and those
returming to their land by helping re-establish commu-
nal water SIIJ_F[:I'H:S, according to a statement 1ssued by

i

duty-free access to 94% of goods exported from
Pakistan to the UK.

During his visit to Pakistan, Lord Ahmad will meet
the Prime Minister, Foreign Minister, and other gov-
ernment counterparts to discuss the impact of the
floods, visit the areas most affected and speak with
key UK-funded aid agencies on the ground in Sindh.

e Minister will also meet with key Government
counterparts, community leaders, and aid agencies to
discuss the response to the humanitarian crisis and
lm&—term recovery for the country. )

e added, “We are working night and day with
Pakistan and our international partners to ensure that
UK aid reaches the hardest hit areas. As well as help-

FISE MALLION EVGIHT MUNDRED AND EXGHTY THOUSAND
YIAAN CRLY [PRCLUCHNG RELIEF SUPPLIES AhD CASH]
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~ T = . g > T the Brtish h Commission Islamabad on Friday, ing with urgent life-saving needs, the UK is sypport-

ISLAMABAD: A delegation of China National Nuclear Corporation Overseas presents a cheque In his stutm'ﬁcnt. the UK Minister of State for South  ing Pakistan’s _cconorpig recovery and reai]}ignce
for PM's Flood Relief Fund, 2022, to Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif. Asia, FCDO, Lord (Tarig) Ahmad of Wimbledon said,  against future climate disasters. ] )

“The UK continues to help the people of Pakistan He said the UK's new Developing Countries

recover from the recent devastating floods. Our sup- Trading Scheme would help grow trade by giving

Narowal gets
sixth deputy
commissioner in
just five months

PM Shehbaz Sharif
lauds china for helping
Pakistan in tough times

port will help to tackle the spread of waterbome dis-
eases and to improve access to clean water, sanitation,
medical care, and shelter across the country™,

He added, “We are working night and day with
Pakistan and our international partners to ensure that
UK aid reaches the hardest hit areas. As well as help-
ing with urgent life-saving needs, the UK 15 support-

duty-free access to 94% of goods exported from
Pakistan to the UK During his visit to Pakistan, Lord
Ahmad will meet the Prime Minister, Foreign
Minister, and other govemment counterparts to dis-
cuss the impact of the floods, visit the areas most
affected and speak with key UK-funded aid agencies
on the ground in Sindh ITNF

NAROWAL: People in Narowal | ISLAMABAD: Prime itation of flood-affected pecple. | ~>rmed robbers PTI approaches PEMRA
district have appealed 1o the chief jus- | Minister (PM) Shehbaz Sharif  He was talking to a delegation loot cash,
tice of the Lahore High Court (L on Friday said China has always of China National MNuclear | wvaluables from

C
to take notice of frequent transfers n}
deputy commissioners IrIJCs} in the
district as the tenure of Captain (r}
Shoail Ali as the deputy commission-
er (DC) could last only 15 days and
Muhammad Shah Rukh was notified
as the new deputy commissioner of
the district on Friday.
. Interestingly this_is for the sixth
time in the last five months that
Marowal has got a new DC.

It is pertinent to mention here that
not a single deputy commissioner
could stay in the district for more than
20 days during the afprementioned
period, which points out either lack of
trust of the Punjab government in its
bureaucracy or political pressure. INP

over Interior Minister’s
remarks against Imran

[SLAMABAD: Pakistan Tehreek-e-
: : Insaf (PTI) has apg:_mached Pakistan
mm; guard on Friday. | Electronic Media Regulatory

In the CCTV footage | Authority (PEMRA) to lodge a com-
five robbers can be seen Elaint against Interior Minisier Rana
looting a sweet shop in | Sanaullah over his objectionable
Karachi’s Mosmiayt area. | remarks against Imran Khan.

The armed robbers | PT] central leader Iftikhar Durrani
stormed into the sweet | wiote a letter to PEMRA in which he
shop after thrashing the | ctated that Rana Sanaullah delivered
security guard and steal- | ghjectionable remarks against Imran
":S his nifle. They later | Khan during a TV show aired I:lly a
held the staff and cus- | private news channel on October 13
Iftikhar Durrani said in his letter

stood by Pakistan in difficult
times and extended support both
at the internal and external
fronts for Islamabad

He was talking to a delegation
of China MNahonal WNuclear
Corporation Overseas headed by
its President Zhang Guoliang,
reported Radio Pakistan,

M Shehbaz Sharif said
China has helped Pakistan a lot
o cope with the disaster caused
by recent floods and to rehabali-
tate the flood victims.

He s=aid Pakistan-China
friendship is unparalleled. The
delegation also discussed the
issues related to the mutual

Corporation Overseas headed by
its ﬁesident_ Zhang Guoliang,
reported Radio Pakistan,

PM  Shehbaz Shanf said
China has helped Pakistan a lot
to cope with the disaster caused
by recent floods and to rehabili-
tate the flood victims.

He said Pakistan-China
friendship is unparalleled. The
delegation also discussed the
issues related to the mutual
interest.

On the occasion, the Chinese
delegation presented a cheque of
5.8 million yuan for the rehabl-
itation of flood-affected people.
He was talking to a delegation

shop in Karachi

KARACHL: Five
armed robbers looted a
sweet shop at gunpoint in
the Mosmiyat area of

K arachi and thrashed the the use of shameful words in the

national media.

He added that the TV show host has
neither stopped Sanaullah from deliv-
ering abusive remarks nor his com-
menis were censured. The objection-
able statement was issued on broad-
cast and social media without an
changes Durrani asked the PEMR
chairman to take notice of the objec-
tionable content of the TV show and
the private news channe]l besides
ordering the private channel’s admin-

tomers hostage at gun- istration to remove the content from

i interest. of China Mational Nuclear | point. that Sanaullah used abusive and con- broadcast and social media.He also

No case hearlng On the occasion, the Chinese  Corporation Overseas headed by | _ The robbers looted | demnable language from the begin- demanded action against the TV

at IHC CJ ’g delegation presented a cheque of  its President Zhang Guoliang, | R$0.2  million cash, | ning of the TV show. He said that show’s producer, director, editor and
5.8 million yuan for the rehabil-  reported Radio Pakistan INP mobile phones and other | PEMRA regulations do not tolerate  other concerned staffers INP

valuables from the shop
Meanwhile, a police
spokesperson said that the
police have launched a

UK to provide e
. search operation to arrest
additional £10m PRy s
aid for Pakistan

court today

ISLAMABAD: There will be no
hearing of any case in the court of
Islamabad High Court (THC) Chief
Justice (CI) Justice Athar Minallah
Friday following cancellation of the
cause list.

As per the canse list, CJ Minallah

athering cash from the
ocker of the shop. There

had to hear 12 petitions today, includ-
ing the one filed against the decision
%wm by the Ministry of Law’s
nformation Commissicn and the one
filed by the OGDCL emg]u}_.'ees.
Fu:nl]u::u.’».-'ln%lI the cancellation of the
cause list, the registrar's office will
issue o new one for the next week. INP

SHC orders removal
of Sharjeel Memon’s
name from ECL in
yet another case

KARACHI; PPP leader and
Sindh Minister Sharjeel Inam
Memon got yet another relief, and
this time in the assets beyond
sources of income case when the
Sindh High Court (SHC) on
Friday accepted his petition, seek-
ing deletion of his name from the
Exit Control Ll._SitiEEL}. }

Today's relief for Sharjeel
Memon comes 10 days after the
SHC order of October 4, 2022 in
which it had ordered permanent
removal of his name from the Exit
Control List (ECL) in a corruption
case of Rso billion.

A two-member bench of the
SHC, headed by Justice KK Agha,
gave the decision on the review

tition filed by the PPP leader

uring the hearing of Memon's
petition for the removal of his
name from the no-fly list. Raj Ali
Wahid Advocate, counsel for the
PPP leader, said that the court had
ordered putting his client’s name
on the EEL at the time of approval
of his bail. “Now the situation is
that Memon has to seek permis-
sion from the authorities eve
time he goes abroad,” he said,
adding that his cliemt had been
regularly attending hearmgs at a
trial court. Ly

“Therefore, it 15 my request to
the court to delete Mémon's name
from the ECL for good,” he
added INP

Chaman truck
drivers protest

against India

CHAMAN: Traffic came to a stand-
still on the road connecting Chaman to
Quetta in Balochistan on Friday as the
truck drivers transporting goods from
the Pak-Afghan border at Chaman to
different destinations in Pakistan and
then onwards to India via Wagah bor-
der held a protest demonstration
against the arrest of one of the truck

rivers by India.

Demanding immediate release of
Abdul Wasey, the protesters urged the
government of F‘aEisian o take steps
to ensure the safety of Pakistani drv-
ers on the border with India. TNP

flood relief efforts

ISLAMABAD: The United
Kingdom (UK) will provide an
additional £10 million of life-
saving humanitarian support for
Pakistan’s flood relief efforts.
~According to details, the addi-
tional humanitarian aid was
announced by Lord Tan
Ahmad of Wimbledon, Ul
Minister of State for South Asia
&FC_D'D}, during his visit to

akistan.In addition to the UK's
£26.5 million  donation in
humanitarian funding, a UK
Raoyal Air Force flight recently
delivered eight boats and ten
portable generators for flood
relief eiferatiens.'i"he extra sup-
port will be spent on urgent life-
saving needs such as providing
shelter, water, and sanitation to
prevent waterborne diseases,

according to a statement issued
by the British High Commission
Islamabad,

It will focus on 5?""”“@5
people who are still displac
and those returning to their land
by helping re-establish commu-
nal water sudp lies, the statement
added.In addition to the UK's
£26.5 million donation in
humanitarian funding, a UK
Roval Air Force flight recently
delivered eight boats and ten
portable generators for flood
relief (ﬁar&tmns The extra su
port will be spent on urgent life-
saving needs such as providing
shelter, water, and samitation to
prevent waterborne diseases,
according to a statement issued
by the British High Commission
Islamabad. INP

Smog: LHC summons DCS of
four districts over stubble
burning incidents

LAHORE: The Lahore High
Court (LHC) on Friday sum-
moned district commissioners
{DCSE of four districts over
stubble burning incidents amid
the worsening smog situation in
the city. According to details,
Justice Shahid Karim issued the
directives while hearing a set of
petitions on the provincial gov-
emment’s failure to appropri-
ately deal with environmental
issues, including smog During
the hearing, the representatives
of Envircnment Protection
Department (EFD) told the
court that the incidents of crops
stubble burning were increasing
in four districts, incloding
Kasur and Hafizabad Mean
while, Justice Shahid Karim
stated that all institutions have
to work collectively to prevent
smog in the city. After hearing
the arguments, the court sum-
moned district commissioners
({DCs) of four districts and

adjourned the hearing till
October 18,

1In the last hearing, the Lahore
High Court (LHC) ordered the
authorities concerned to impose
a smog emergency in Punjab
ahead of the winter season.

The court remarked that the
measures to eradicate smog
should be finalised and a team
should immediately be consti-
tuted to take action against
those responsible. The judge
ordered the authorities to pro-
vide vehicles to the constituted
team.The LHC also the officials
to purchase air quality sensors
within two weeks. “The plan-
ning department should release
funds in one week for the pur-
chase of air quality sensors,” it
added. The court also ordered to
immediately close down the
smoke-emitting factories.

“Immediate action should be
taken against people involved in
burning the crop. INP

were two employees pres-
ent at the time of the inci-
dent and the suspects
deprived them of mobile
phones, cash and other
valuables INP

Four more deaths
reported as
dengue fever
cases keep
growing

LAHORE: Pakistan
continues to face a
growth in the number
of dengue fever cases
as four more deaths
were reported. Three
atients  died in
Karachi while one died

in Khyber
Pakhtunkhuwa.

After three deaths
Karachi, total deaths
by dengue in Sindh
reached up to 49
While 381 cases were
reported  in the
rovinee i last 24

OUrs,

On the other hand,
after one more death 1n
KP, the death toll from
the disease reached up
to 13 in the province
While 398 cases were
reported  in the

rovince in last 24

ours with which the
total number of cases
in the province have
reached up to 13,221

Total number of
cases in Peshawar have
reached up to 5,415
Mardan reported
2.947¢cases, 910 in

hyber and 748 case

were reported  in
Nowshera.
Meanwhile, 302

cases of dengue fever
have been reported in
Pumjab. INP

WASHINGTON DC: Finance Minister Senator Muhammad Ishag Dar in a meeting
with Martin Raiser, World Bank's Vice President for the South Asia Region and his

team today in Washington DC.
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ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari meeting with a chi-
nese senior ex ptrtﬁmup of consisting disaster management and flood control at

Foreign OMTice in Federal Capital.

Dengue: Rawalpindi
reports 76 new cases —
health ministry

RAWALPINDIL: an%ge onslaught
continues in Rawalpindi as 76 new
cases have been registered in the last
24 hours, the provincial health min-
istry announces on Friday.
According to the data provided by
the health ministry Punjab, 76 new
dengue cases were reported in multi-
ple hospitals. At least 102 new cases
are under treatment in Benazir Bhutto
hospital, 75 in DHQ, and 42 in the
Holy Family hospital. )
Dengue epidemic grips multiple
regions of the country after devastat-
ing floods wreaked havoc in the
majority of the country
n the last 24 hours, Balochistan
reﬁlnrts another 75 new dengue cases,
while the provincial capital Quetta
did not report any new cases,
According to the statistics issued
by the Health Department, 75 new
dengue cases were reported in
Balochistan in the last 24 hours.

Lasbela reported 30 new cases,
kKech 28, and Gawadar reported 17
new cases. The total number of the
viral disease cases in the country has
gone up to 4,228 3001 out of the
total cases reported in the Kech dis-
trict.

This year, the mosquito-bomne virus
has claimed 84 deaths, most of them
reported from flood-hit  Sindh
province. This vear 12,947 dengue
cases have been reported in Sindh
with 43 deaths, according to sources.

Dengue epidemic grips multiple
regions of the cuunt? after devastat-
ing floads wreaked havoc in the
majority of the country.In the last 24
hours, Balochistan reports another 75
new dengue cases, while the provin-
cial capital Quetta did not report any
new cases According to the statistics
issued by the Health Department, 75
new dengue cases were reported in
Balochistan in the last 24 hours INP

SC issues written order on Article
63-A’s interpretation

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court
on Friday issued a written order
r¢3gardmg, the interpretation of Article
63-A of the Constitution with regard
to the counting of the vote of a dissi-
dent member against the party policy
in the House of Parliament. i

95-page majori judgment
issued bypt!-%'e tap cjnunwsaild ?gdissj-
dent member’s vote cast against his
party guidelines would not be count-
ed, however, the period of disqualifi-
cation of a dissident member should
be determined by the Parliament.

It further said the Constitution had
mentioned the parliamentary party for
the instructions, not the party head.
“The members of Parliament have
complete freedom of expression but
this could not be demonstrated at the
time of exercising the vote in the light
of Article 63-A "The majority judg-
ment rejected the objections raised on
the admissibility of the presidential
reference, saying the court had
already given answers to the objec-
tions in_ another case The decision
said that if the prime minister or chief
minister lost confidence in the parlia-

mentary party then he had to face a
vote of no-confidence. A member vot-
ing against party directives was
destructive to the parliamentary dem-
ocratic  system, the apex court
added. The right of assemhlif mem-
bers to express their opinion had also
been protected in the lawyers’ front
case, the verdict said. Members of the
Assembly could discuss, agree or dis-
agree within the party on the issue of
vote, however, when “it comes to the
voting, the situation would be differ-
ent”.The judgment said the parlia-
mentary party's instructions had to be
followed while voting under Article
63A. It was argued that not countinﬁ
the dissident member’'s vote woul
give rise to authoritarianism in the
parliamentary party but “we didn’t
agree with the argument” Counting
votes cast against party policy was a
threat to the democratic system, it
added.Chief Justice of Pakistan Umar
Ata Bandial, Justice ljaz ul Ahsan and
Justice Munib Akhtar had decided not
to count the vote of the defiant mem-
ber, while Justice Mazhar Alam
Miankhel INP




