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New Army Chief will be
appointed by
month-end, says Kh. Asif

Balochistan reports

PM Shehbaz Sharif
orders to link Thar
coal mines to railway

by March 2023

7000 cholera malaria
cases in last 24 hours

Syed Muhammad Qaseem

Balochistan reported
around 7000 cholera, malar-
1a, gastro, and skin cases in
the last 24 hours, media
coordinator, _ Health
Department Balochistan, Dir.
Waseem Baig told Daily
%llzgm Voice on Wednesday.

e cases were reported
from the six districts of
Balochistan 1.e. Nasirabad,
Jafarabad, Sohbatpur, Jhal
Magsi, Sibi, and Kachi.

e Balochistan govern-
ment has establis 1621
medical camps in the above
flood-affected districts of
which 18 were established in
one day. According to the
report shared by the Health
Department, 2434 malaria
cases were reporied from the
Naseerabad division in the
last 24 hours. A total number
of 494633 patients have been
treated in i?IE medical camps
till now, Dr, Baig mentioned.
Malaria and dengue are
robustly increasing in the
flood-affected areas of
Balochistan,

Around 7000
patients were
treated in the
last 24 hours

Agcording to the statistics
shared by the Health
Department of Balochistan,

these cam ! i
around 7000 patients in the
last 24 hours. Amon
6877
1205 asthma,
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ISLAMABAD:Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz

Sharif chairs a meeting on railway connectivity of Thar

Coal Mines.

New Army Chief will be
appointed by
month-end, says Kh. Asif

ISLAMABAD: Federal Defence
Minister Khawaja Asif said
Wednesday that the process of
appuinting the new army chief
would start by month-end,

Addressing a press conference
here, he said that five semor offi-
cers were shortlisted for the
appointment of the new army chief,
adding that the new army chief
could be chosen from any of those
officers

“All names are sent by the
General Headquarters (GHOQ), and
all these names are thoroughly
reviewed " he added.

“A cipher is a state secret, Such
confidential matters should not be
made public. Imran Khan has also
violated the Official Secretz Act,”
he stated.

“This person will surely be held
accountable, He dares sovernment
to arrest him, He will come to his
5:3::; the day he goes to jail,” he

He also said that lust for power
had twred Imran Khan mad
adding that Imran Khan's mental

ADB announces $2.3-2.5bn to support

state was not stable.

“Imran Khan should be ashamed
of imself after audio leaks that
have exposed his namative of for-
clgﬁl conspiracy,” he stated,

hawaja Asif vowed to fight
againsl anti-army campaign as
defence minister. “We do not want
any relief to Imran Khan. We will
not seek political revenge, but this
person is not a politician from any
side. We are aware of the traditions
of political workers,” he pointed
out,

“We will fight Imran Khan on
social media, and we will take him
to the courts too. 1 have not heard
the audio leaks of Pnime Minister
Shehbaz Shanf myself. But there is
no anti-state element in his talk. In
the audio leaks of Imran Khan,
there is a conspiracy against
Pakistan,” he stated.

“Tt can be imferred from Imran
Khan’s talk that the instifutions
have become neutral, Our institu-
tions, army, judiciary, parliament
and media are working accordin
to the Constitution,” he added. INI

malaria, 174 eye infections,
178 typhoid, and

patients were of other differ-
ent diseases. The current
monsoon  rains  adversely
affected the province, Many

1150

de
cial
s

Pak Iran train service
restored for first time

areas were flooded which
ve mise to different pan-
mic diseases. The provin-
overnment is provid-
alth facilities on an
emergency basis to the

affected areas to cope with
the situation.”Ensurin
transparency in the relie
and rehabilitation of the
flood affectees 15 the first
priority of Balochistan gov-
ernment”, Chief Mimster
Balochistan, Mir Abdul
us Bizenjo stated. The
M chaired a high-level
meeting that reviewed the
pace of relief activities in
the flood-affected areas of
the province.

Over 700
BHUs and
RHCs were
affected in

Balochistan

The floods affected over
700 Basic Health Units
&BHU} and Reﬁmnal Health

enters (RHC) in
Balochistan. Out of these
700 most buildings of the
BHUs and RHUs are com-
pletely destroyed and unable
to be used."Most of the
patients are referred to other
E;gvmcas for treatment
because of the lack of beds
in the hospitals”™, a local
social worker in Naseerabad
said. Many people in the
affected areas of
Balochistan are shelterless,
which is the main reason
behind the rapid increase in
malaria and dengue cases,
he added,

after floods

Mir Salam Jogezai

The Pak-Tran train service was restored today
{Wednesday) for the first time after the floods. In light
of the spécial instructions of Federal Minister of
Railways Khawaja Saad Rafiq and Chairman Railway
Balochistan Farid Ahmed, the Quetta Taftan railway
track was restored for railway traffic.

_The recent monsoon rains and floods were marked
historic in the history of Balochistan. Flash floods
destroved the infrastructure of this province. The pow-
erful waves of floods swept away buildings, roads,
higﬂhwa}rs, and many bridges collapsed. e

e government was working with robust abilities
to restore the suspended railway traffic. After the
completion of the Dalbandin railway, the first freight
train for the flood victims from Zahedan reached
?uﬂt:a with relief goods from its brother country

urkey. Two more trains from Zahedan and Taftan

other commercial goods lef

will reach Querta tomorrow with relief supplies.
Today, 3 freight trains carrﬁ:rlg 95 bogies of aid and

left Zahedan and Taftan for
Quetta, The public and railway employees expressed
special gratitude to the present government and espe-
cially to Federal Minister for Railways, Khawaja
Saad Rafigue for restoring the train service

Armed forces to
steer clear of
politics, says

Gen Bajwa

WASHINGTON: The armed forces have dis-
tanced itsell from the politics and want 1o stay ot
of it in the future as well, Chief of Army Staff
(COAS) General Qamar Javed Bajwa said.

The statement came during the army chiefs
address at a luncheon at Pakistani embassy in
Washington,

Gen Bajwa also reiterated his resolve to leave
after the completion of his term as the army chief
this November,

"There ¢ould be no diplomacy without a strong

economy,” said the army chief. He further stated
that the nation cannot achieve its targets without a
strong econom

t)he ailing economy of the country
should be the riority of every stakeholder of the
society,” Gen Bajwa said.

The COAS is currently on a visit to the United
States, where he called on US Defence Secretar
Lloyd Austin, Mational Security Adviser Jacnf}
Sullivan, and Deputy Secretary of State Wendy
Sherman.

Matters of mutual interest, regional security situ-
ation and bilateral cooperation in various fields
were discussed during the meetings, the 1SPR said,

General Bajwa also told the US officials that
assistance from Pakistan's giubal_panuers was vital
for the "rescue and rehabilitation™ of flood victims.
He also thanked the US officials for their suppor
for the flood relief in Pakistan Both sides agreed
that Pakistan and the US had a long history of bilat-
eral cooperation and both countries shall continue to
improve their economic and trade ties apart from
looking for investment avenues INP

PM Shehbaz
Sharif orders to
link Thar coal

mines to railway
by March 2023

[SLAMABAD: Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif has ordered author-
ities to complete the linking
Thar Coal Mines with railways by
March 23, 2023,

The_linkage would enable the
use of local coal for energy pro-
duction rather than importing coal.

The Prime Minister has ordered
relevant authorities to complete the
work to link the Thar coal mines to
ratlways. The memorandum of
understanding (MOU) of the hnk-
age would be signed between the
Federal and Sindh government
tudarrat PM and CM Sindh’s meet-
ing. The PM said that severe dam-
age was caused to the country in
the last four years. The government
would restore the development of
tQ%EEECWMGI that was halted n

"Restoring

The PTI government halted
ﬁrﬂjccl‘s and wasted public money,
e added

Balochistan: No breakthrough as CM
Bizenjo calls on Maulana Wasey

Dawood Ahmed

ISLAMABAD: Differences exist in the distribution
of I!Jonful_los as Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir
Quddus Bizenjo called on Jamiat ul Ulema e Islam
(JUT) provineial chief, Maulana Abdul Wasey in the
F&deraF capital, Chairman Senate Mir Sadig Sanjrani
also accompanied the CM.

“MNo breakthrough has been made about the joining
of JUI i the cabinet”, sources close to h’faulana
Wasey told Daily Quetta Voice via telephone. They
requested anon !Tllé}'. This 15 the fourth meeting held
between the CM Balochistan, Mir Quddus Bizenjo
and Maulana Abdul Wasey about the religious party's
expected joining of the provincial coaliion govern-
ment.

“CM has sought one day more time to respond to
the charter of demand”, the sources mentioned. The
religious party has already handed over its charter of
demand to the Chief Mimster as a condition for join-

o

ing the sovernment

_ He claimed that a total of $2 bil-
lion could be saved annually if the
Thar coal mines are linked to mil-

waéf;.c ) )
k in January, huge deposits
of coal were discovered at the Thar
Coal Block-1 site after the comple-
tion of an excavation project joint-
Iy run by the Pakistani administra-
tion and a Chinese firm.

The efforts of coal miners bore
fruit in Sindh province as a huge
coal reserve was discovered below
145 metres during the excavation
project of the Thar Coal Block-1
site completed n January 2022

Experts said that the coal
reserves discovered from Thar

Another well-placed source close to the CM said
that Balochistan National Party (Mengal) was also
considening the option to join the coalion govern-
ment. However, no decision was made so far. The cen-
tral executive committee of the party was likely to
meet 1o discuss the option of joining the provincial

ernemnt, the source said. - )

*“JUL'F and BNP Mengal both may join the coali-
tion”, the source concluded.

Coal Block-1 were equivalent 1o 3
b_t}lmn to 5 bilhon barrels of crude
oil.

The administration said in a
statement that the annoal produc-
tion is estimated at 7.8 million
tonnes in the first phase. The Thar
Coal Block-1 was rated under the
China-Pakistan ~ Economic
Corridor (CPEC) project, INP

flood relief _effort_s in Pakistan

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) on Wednesday @ ] [ “Regarding the Country Partnership Strategy for Pakistan
1] 2021-25, it was shared that this strategy 1s in line with the vision
' ' thhcdcgigvernment of Pakistan,” the press release reads.

. It added that the finance minister welcomed the delegation and
appreciated ADB’s role and support in promaoting sustainable
development in the country,

Dar also apprised the delegation of the losses from the flood
and their economic impact.

He further stated that the economy faced huge challenges
assuring that the government had arrested its decline and set the
economy on the right trajectory with its “pragmatic policy deci-
51005 .

The finance minister also shared the government’s priorities
ith the ADB delegation, “In the end, the finance minister
expressed gramude to the ADB delegation for their persistent
support and assured them of full cooperation by the government
for swift execution of the ongoing and future programmes,” the
press release added Web Desk

announced it would provide aid of around $2.3-2.5 billion for
relief operations in the wake of devastating floods that have -
caused catastrophic damage in Pakistan.

According to a press rgiease issued by the Finance Division,
the announcement was made during a meeting between Finance
{::Itmster Ishagq Dar and ADB Country Director for Pakistan Yong

e

During the meeting, Ye congratulated Dar on assuming office
and expressed sympathy for the loss of lives and properties due
to the tloods.

The ADB country director said that $1_5bn from the announced
aid will be allotted to the Balochistan Rural Development and
Community Empowerment Programme and the proposal will be
put before the bank's board this month. ,

“He also apprised the meeting of ongoing and future projects
of ADB in different sectors including social protection, food
security and energy sectors,
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Disturbing scenes
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of flood affectees in
Naseerabad Balochistan

Long queues of flood-affected people in general and women in particular

around trucks carrying

scenes of affectees trying to

relief goods

Balochistan's Naseerabad and Jaffarabad districts.

Floods wreaked havoc in 26 districts of Balochistan and especially the
Maseerabad division was the worst hit area. Why do crowds suddenly gather
around trucks and aid workers carrying relief goods? The answer is simple,
the government and donors’ supply of relief goods doesn’t meet the growing
demands in flood-hit areas.

Ower half a million homeless in Naseerabad Division

For instance, floods left over half a million people homeless in
Maseerabad, Jaffarabad, Sohbat Pur, Jhal Magsi and Kachi. Nevertheless, the
United Nations (UN) aid agencies, international non-governmental organiza-
tions (INGOs), and governments provide commodities for a few thousand

Fam every sane
et reliefl goods have

Eerson. Disturbing
een witnessed in

le.
Pe"ﬂ?lis has also compounded the problems of local implementing partners
engaged in the distribution of reliet foods provided by the UN agencies, gov-
ernments and INGOs. Yes, there has to be a strong mechanism of transparen-
cy for the local implementing partners (IPs) when it comes to the disinibution

of relief items.

This daily continues to receive complaints from flood-hit people in the
Maseerabad division about the lack of basic facilities in the makeshift camps.
Floods destroyed the homes constructed in decades, schools, health units and
swept away roads and affected the communication system.

Balochistan needs a long-term response

The reconstruction process would definitel
Balochistan government should take the lead in the reconstruction process
and the rehabilitation of the affectees. However, the UM agencies and INGOs
should also pump more resources since the aid should not be shori-term but
rather long-term till complete rehabilitation of the affectees,

This process of long queues and hurmiliation should be ended and the locals
of the areas and local organizations should be taken into confidence while
framing any reconstruction policy.

To be precise, the international community, UN agencies, and INGOs
should not abandon the flood-hit people of Balochistan since they need long-

term support.

take more time. The

Climate
reparations

“ brief and
rapidly closing
window  to
secure a live-
able future™.

That's the sobering
assessment made 1{7 SCl-
entists on the United
M ations '
Intergovernmental Panel
on  Climate  Change
[PCC), which earlier
is week published its
latest report, on  the
impacts of the climate
crisis, In it, the [PPC
&[ﬁlll.‘-ﬁ that roughly 3.5
hillion_people — 45 per-
cent of the world’s popu-
lation — currently live in
areas of “high vulnerabil-
ity” to climate change,

meaning they will
heavily  impacted by
floods, droughts or

extreme weather in the
decades to come.

Yet even more strikin
than the sheer scale o
these impacts s their
inequality and unfair-
ness. The vast majority of
those 3.5 billion people
are in “west-, central- and
east Africa, south Asia,
Central and  South
America, small island
n:it:um:_ltn;::q%1 states and the
Arctic”. These regions —
which have some of the
lowest per capita carbon
emissions in world —
are now suffering the
effects of a crisis that has
been driven and exacer-
bated by the looting of
their lands for wealth and
natural resources.

Mot only are these
countries and communi-
ties faced with displace-
ment, food shortages,

water insecurily and
more, unless there is con-
certed global action, the
report also asserts that
many losses are already
happening now, and are
irreversible. This situa-
tion is a result of the fail-
ure (o perhaps more
accurately, refusal) of
rich countries to support
the Global South against
the climate crisis in N
negotiations. Mot only
have these *Annex |1
countries, including the
LUK, Canada,
Australia and most of the
EU, repeatedly resisted
ambitious, hinding tar-
gets on emissions reduc-
tions, they have also
repeatedly broken prom-
ises on financial assis-
tance.
Last MNovember, at
COP26 in Glasgow, the
Global South had three
key demands on finance:
reatly increased climate
inance grants; far more
funding for climate adap-
tation; and a new pot of
money to compensate for
the loss and damage
already being suffered Ey
frontline  communities.
This week™s report high-
lights that, despite a 2009
pledge (at COP15) to
commit toughly half of
£100bn a year in climate
finance to adaptation,
only 4-8 percent of fund-
ing has supported proj-
ecis that help vulnerable
communities live with
the impacts of the climate
crisis {and some of those
projects actually increase
climate vulnerability).
Those communities are

now being sacrificed 1o
the selfishness of rich
governments that resist
aying for the crisis they
ave caused every step of
the way.

The demand for loss
and damage compensa-
tion has also been heavi-
Iy resisted at every previ-
ous COP. At COP26, the
establishment of a new
funding pot was rejected
and almost all references
were removed in the final
?ﬁgeement, the Glasgow
“limate act,
Campaigners have hailed
the promise for further
discussions on loss and
damage as a small win,
and will push hard to
make it a key issue at
COP2T in pt this
coming MNovember. Yet
insiders have now raised
concerns that there was
significant pressure from
the Biden administration
to remove any mention of
loss and damage from the
latest IPCC report.

Meanwhile, fromtline
communities, such as in
Sub-Saharan  African
South East Asia_and
small island states in the
Pacific and Caribbean,
continue to lose homes,
livelihoods and families
to the climate crisis. For
example, just before
Christimas, while it also
de.alln%(w:ﬂ'l a steep rise
in COVID-19 infections,
the Philippines was hit by
SLIF:T UBEIUDI‘I. Rai (also
called  Odette), which
displaced half a million
people and impacted
nearly five million in
total.

Balochistan floods:
The tale of pain and
destruction

A month after being
shifted to a newly- con-
structed home, 50 years
old Saeeda Bibi, alon
with her two sons an
daughters in law had to
make a midnight escape
from the flood that sub-
merged the entire locality
in the Nawa Kili area of
(%uet!a city on the last da
of monsoon’s  eight
spell.

“l was scared all the
time and never thoughi
that [, with open eyes will
withess the perishing of
my home that my hus-
band built with  hard-
earned  mongy,”  she
recalled the might when
her neighbor knocked at
their door asking to
immediately vacate the
house as pushing water of
deluge had starfed wash-
ing away homes in the
suburbs of the main city,

This house was com-
Eten:ty washed _a.wg.l)' by

oods in Malik Town
Mawan Killi Quetta

Saeeda’s husband
constructed house

after his retirement

Bibi Saceda is the wife
of Mohammad Ashfag, a
refired D_epug Director
of Education Department
who after receiving gratu-
ity and benevolent fund
on his retirement, had
constructed  his  own
house on a small piece of
land after spending years
in rented houses.

“Carrying the Holy
Curan, 1 stayed for a
while in the backvard of
my home, with my eyes
towards 512- ﬁr&ymg 1o
Mmtgh!}' flah, 1o save
our house and family,”
she narrated the saga of a
nightmare with tears in
her eves.

“We have been listen-
ing that floods had
wreaked havoc in green
belt of the province, but
in the history of Quetta,
we had not seen such a
disaster as inflicted by
recent spells of mon-
spon,” she added. )

This  heart-touching
story of Saceda Bibi per-
haps helps understand the
miseries of those bearing
the brunt of devastating
flood with their houses
and valuables inundated
under knee-deep water.

Focus on

Yesterday's  appeal
from the United Mations
seeking S800 million to
help Pakistan tackle the
catastrophe caused by
devastating  floods  this
summer falls far short of
the financial gap sudden-
ly heaped upon the coun-
t

Pakistan’s disaster
comncides tragmeally with
a global economic down-
turn, pressing the once
relatively penerous inter-
national community to
first focus on its own
needs at home. In other
words, the global com-
munity appears to be
fatipned even before the

and others stepped
forward on Pakistan's

Tbc}ggi_caki i
engaged in clearing of the
hi Ehgvay in Bolan

Balochistan: Photo taken
from social media
Balochistan faced the
brunt of floods .
Balochistan province,
having the title of almost
half of Pakistan had badly

e et 5l

sulfered from the eight
monsoon  spells, over-
whelming in magnitude
and severity. It swept
away the kith and kin of

the survivors, their cattle,
houses and crops.

“It was unprecedented,
We

had never even

thought of such a disas-
ter,” said 70 years old
Abdul Ali, a résident of
the Pashtoonabad area in
Quetta. “T spent my life
here. We came across
many calamities. But, it
was disastrous.”

He appealed to the fed-

behalf.

Meanwhile, the global
diplomatic spotlight
remains primarily

focused on themes far
away from Pakistan such
as the US-led Western
confrontation with China
or the crisis in the hean of

Europe 1“'4:4!I4:ﬂ.1».'1'|15;l
Russia’s  invasion o
Ukraine.

Though floods  in

Pakistan have grabbed
some global headlines,
more tangible and timely
action to help meet the
needs 15 waiting to come
The expected cost of
around 330 billion or
more for Pakistan's flood
refated losses is nowhere
even close to being met

- s u-... '.I-" s Lo My
staff  eral and provincial gov-

emments for early relief
as hundreds of thousands
of people were forced to
stay under the open sky
direly needing food and
shelter,

Director Cieneral
Provingial Disaster
Management  Authority

MNaseer Ahmed MNasar

stated  that  non-stop
heavy downpours, uncon-
trofled waves of water
and gushmf hill torrents
had so far claimed around
250 lives with thousands
injured and displaced.
Agriculiure  sector

destroyed
The catastrophe left
some 61718 houses dam-

aged, 145936 livestock
ead and about 190 thou-
sand acres of agriculture
land badly affected.
“The loss only incurred
to the agriculture sector

of Balochistan is estimat-
ed as Rs 98 billion,” said
Director General
Agriculural Balochistan
Abdul Wahab Kakar
“The flood has damaged
crops, orchards, 15800
tube wells, ponds and
solar systems ofn an area
of 190,000 acres,”
Lasbella,
Maseerbad,
Sohbatpur,
Magsi,

Baolan,
Iaffarabad,
lKachi, Jhal
ohlu, Dera
Bugti, Sibi, %ueua,
Pishin, Qila Abdullah,
illa Saifullah, Lorali,
arnat, Zhob were some
of the worst affected dis-
tricts.

Hundreds of families
of MNaseerabad division
have taken refuge along
the highways as their
houses are still sub-
merged in the flood water
receding very slowly.

Meanwhile, the federal
and provincial govern-
ments, jawans of Armed
Forces, NDMA, Frontier
Constabulry  and  civil
spciety  organizations
have ~ accelerated the
relief operation, daring
the challenging situation
due to collapse of road
infrastructure, connecting
highways and bridees.

lechistan  discon-
nected from rest of the
country for more than a
week ;

Balochistan is almost
cut off from Punjab, KP
and Sindh provinces due
tor the collapse of bridges
on _ Quetta-Zhob-Dana
Sar-Dera [smail Khan

road;  Quetta-Loralai-
Dera  Ghazi K han;
Quetta-Khuzdar-Karachi;

and Quetta-Sibi-JTacaboad
roadsqu b

_ Although, the authori-
ties  have partially
restored  the  Quetta-
Karachi highway, yet the
people have been advised
to avoid unnecessary
travsiin%. by :

“Mﬁi amily is stuck in
Dera Murad Jamli area of
Maseerabad due 1o dam-
aged infrastructure and 1
am helpless to reach there
and bring them along”
Abdul

Razag, a government
official in Quetia said.

It is vet another dilem-
ma thai most parts of the
provinee are without gas,
electricity, internet and

cellular services, Rain
and floods have damaged
two out of the total three
fiber optical cables, 24-
inch wide gas main
ipeling and 132 KV
%uetta—ﬂ:bi and 220
Dadu-Khuzdar electricit
towers rendering people
helpless

izenjo says floods
incurre losses  of
Rs.200bs

“Heavy downpour and
flonds have incurred loss-
es of over Rs 200 billion
to_the provinge,” Chief
Minister  Balochistan
Abdul OQudus Bizenjo
said. “The wvolume of
calamity is colossal and
we do not have enough
remmea to fight Lta COoMm=

ensate the affecte
Eiatimn and resmrep‘tﬁ:
damaged infrastructure.”

“It may take years for
the provincial ~ govern-
ment to repair and reha-
bilitate  the damaged
infrastructure,” he told
media recently.

“We are in dire need of
help to relieve our people
from this calamity,” he
said urging international
financial ~ institutions,
donors and humanitarian
organizations to lend a
hand with the federal and
provincial governments
in relief operations for the
calamity-stricken people.

Bizenjo  acclaimed
Prime_Minister Shehbaz
Sharif"s personal endeav-
ors for speedy relief, as
well as the announcement
of compensation for the
affected families as the
Prime Minister and Army
Chief General OQamar
Javed Bajwa personally,
visited the affected areas
to share the grief of
affected people. :

“The compénsation
and relief announced for
the Balochistan E}enp]e
are welcoming, It will
mitigate the suffering of
the people and help carry
on relief’ operation,” he

said

Though the monsoon
spells are over, the misery
and plight are not yet.
Calamity-stricken people
need immediate relief and
rehabilitation of infra-
structure thereon to bring
normalcy to their lives.
Let us all join hands in
this hour of need.

philanthropy?

with international sup-
port,
That

hat raises a com-
elling

i guestion  on

akistan's  ability to
mobilize TESOUTCES
domestically to overcome
future nisks to the coun-
try's stability. With mil-
lions of rural dwellers
deprived of their belong-
inti_ﬁ of a lifetime, there 15
a fast growing sense of
deprivation across the
flood-hit regions. That
danger is set to become
far more acute if the vie-
tims are left unattended
and forced in large num-
bers o head lowards
urban centers in search of
a living, no matter how
meagre. Caught in a race

against time, Pakistan
must immediately 1lake
urgent steps 1o mobilize
its OWn Fesources com-
bining the best abilities of
the state along with the
civil society and the larze
community of non profit
organizations.Going  for-
ward, Pakistan's success
in overcoming two inter
related challenges will
define the fate of its relief
and rehabilitation plans.

_ First, Pakistan must
immediately appoint a
powerful focal person to
coordinate the assistance
already  promised by
donors from within and
outside the country, In
recent years, Pakistan has
witnessed periodic criti-

cism under successive
governments over its fail-
ure during periods of
calamities to improve
coordination between dif-
ferent lavers of govem-
ment. Cmsaqugant]y. ﬁaps
have been h;gh ighted
such as cases of too much
aid flowing to one geo-
ﬁmphipa[ area while other
ESETVINE Teflons getting
left behind The need to
appoint a focal person is
not just for meeting the
immediate challenge fol-
lowing the devastating
floods this year  This
must be considered for
the longer term (o facili-
tate philanthropy without
reference to a specific
calamity

Pakistan's economy is
under extreme pressure
to avoid default. Even
though the danger of
default has somewhat
decreased, the economic
conditions are still dete-
riorating, The country’s
debt burden is at its
peak, and the recent dev-
asialmF floods  have

1ed

multipl the existing
financial problems.
Price  hikes  have

played havoc with the
economy, and inflation is
nowhere under control.
The depreciation of the
Pakistani rupee is anoth-

er issue causing prob-
lems. Prospects sub-
stantial investments

from foreign countries to
suppaort the deteriorating
economic conditions are
also quite low.
Dwindling exports and
the rising  current
account deficit and Tow
foreign exchange
reserves have also raised
alarm bells. We are to go
by the book; otherwise
default is imminent,

We are pinning hopes
on the return of Ishaq
Dar as finance minister,
but he is no panacea for
the  economic  ills
Pakistan is currently fac-
ing. There is an immedi-
ate need for a more
coherent policy and a
long-term  strategy  to
cope with the simation,
All  previous  govern-
ments, especially  the

overnment  of Tmran
han, relied on fore
lpans to support the
economy. This policy of
setting [oans to pay back
the existing loans is
detrimental o our eco-
nomic health. No one
can suppott i1, But the
most important queston

A fragile economy

is; how to change and
what to change to put the
economy back on track
and avoid the threat of
economic default?

The problem with the
present government is
that it has inherited an
IMF programme with the
toughest conditions. 11
also has (o accept more
such conditions to avoid
default. The Extended
Fund Facility (EFF) of
the IMF is not a viable
solution to our economic
woes. It is a self-con-
tained problem, but the
issue with us is that we
have no other choice. At
least for the time being,
we have to go with the
IMF programme and
comply with the sirin-
gent conditions to sup-
POTT CAIF BCONOMY.

Another problem with
the present political dis-
pensation is that it is a
weak coalition govern-
ment. The ruling coali-
tion is in no mood to go
for fresh elections before
completing its remainin
term possibly because o
the rising and unprece-
dented ﬁopularuy of
Imran Khan, The gov-
ernment  has  already
eamed a bad name due to
the rising inflation and
price hikes partly con-
tributed by the tough
conditions” attached to
the IMF programme.
What options does the
government have?

First, we need short-,
medium- and long-term
strategic policies to cor-
rect  the  historical
wrongs of totally re!!yinﬁ,
on foreign loans and ai
programmes. We need to
Imposs  an eCconomic
emergency through con-
sensus by taking into

confidence all stakehold-
ers including but not
limited to political par-
ties, busingss owners and
other non-political
forces. We nmneed to
implement a long-term
economic strategy, and
if needed, we s1hlnulci
pass a constitutional
amendment to effective-
Iy enforce this strategy.
he  planming  and
finance divisions should
spearhead this campaign
of strategic policy for-
mulation to get rid of
fﬁrei%n loans. The policy
should alse cover mdus-
trial  promotion  to
enhance exports and dis-
courage non-essential
imports. Export promo-
tion should be the cor-
nerstone of this new pol-

icy.
. The second most
important 1hm§ is 1o
ENSUIE peace and secun-
ty in the ;UUH??_‘

attract foreign di
investment (FDI}.
must rovide an
investor-friendly atmos-
here to  encourage
investors o bring their
capital in Pakistan. The
Board of Investment
(Bol) should be strength-
ened and reinforced with
a new dynamic profes-
sional management,
facilitating both
investors and business
owners. The Bol needs
to act on the policy of
investment  promation
through simplification of
procedures implement-
ing and ensuring ease of
doing  business  in
Pakistan. The present
Bol setup is incapable of
attracting any sort of
investment in the coun-
try. It needs structural
reforms and change in

fo
rect
We

management to become
an effective institution,
But the fact is that peace
and security is the prime
factor to attract invest-
ment and businesses.
The third important
thing is political consen-
sus and stability, which
15 2 must to implement
economic policies ensur-
ing security in the coun-
try. Political stability
through a strong political
system will ensure a suc-
cessful transition to eco-
nomic  stability and
robust economic growth
to  avoid  economic
default. We need a
mature political leader-
ship to avoid imminent
default. The government
has to initiate steps to
convince the opposition
to sit on the table to get
out of this mess. i
. The nature of the poli-
tics of former prime
minister Imran Khan is
confrontational, and
such behaviour indicates
that we are not going to
ﬁet political stability in
akistan in the near
future. The economy
will remain diswrbed
during such political
confrontations. But
Pakistan needs relief
from political fights to
get nd of economic
roblems. The solution
or the current political
instability lies in holding
fresh eléctions, but the
government 15 in 0o
mood to go for earl
elections, and this will
remain a cause of hyper-
bolic economic issues.
The devastating floods
in Pakistan have added
to the woes of ordinary
people. The government
is in search of relief for
the poor affected by the

By Hassan Baig
floods. The international
community has shown a
lot of sympathy and sup-
Bm' in this time of crisis
Pakistan is also expect-
ing the relaxation of loan
repaﬁrments and debt
rescheduling and debt
servicing. The prime
minister of Pakistan is
quite active these days to

et this  relaxation.
inance Minister [shag
Dar is also a dynamic
minister, trying hard to
get in touch with all
stakeholders to get relief
tor Pakistan’s debt
rescheduling, The youn
foreign minister, Bilawal
Bhutto, is also making
efforts to wet relief for
the poor affected in
floods. There is a lot of
hope that Pakistan may
get relief in debt repay-
menis by rescheduling
outstanding loans from
G20 couniries and the
Paris Club )

The best way to avoid
default is to devise
proper well-structured
consensus-based short-,
medium- and long-term
strategies, Practical
steps should be taken to
gel the economy back
on track. A visionary
leadership can help sup-
port and gather a politi-
cal consensus for such a
strategy to
Pakistan fight
immediate  risk
default. It is believed
that Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharf has the
capability to withstand
pressures  and  the
capacity to come out of
his political nest to
approach Imran Khan
tor a political consensus
on this issue. This is the
best way forward to zet
out of this crisis.

Understanding
the music

he  article
below was writ-
ten three vears

ago in response

to the various
versions of the amthem
posted on social media by
anvong who could sing,
play an instrument, or make
a video! -

In my humble opinion,
based on the anthem's ori-
gin, facts and circum-
stances, the original version
will be a ‘forever version”
when plaved instrumentally
or sung vocally, Video ver-
sions will be novel presen-
tations where a screen or
digital platform is available
for public viewing.

Every  vear  when
Pakistan's Independence
Day draws near, we get
emotional. and nightly so,
aboul our “ong and only’
national anthem and, in our
enthusiasm, creale our ver-
sions of the sacred _ﬁunig 1o
siake a claim in iz hal-
lowed history and bask in
its glony.

Usuallv, it is the ever-
energetic vouwth of our
counlry, popular crognears,
bands,  instrumentalists,
recording  artists,  digital
experts and special-event

lanners who, out of exu-

rance, introduce multiple
variations of the anthem to
the delight of their ‘live and
virtual” audiences, It is a
credit to their talent and
patriotism  that  these
warped versions — sung or

laved — are indeed beauti-

ul. S0, here is my point,
qualified and quantified:
This day, August 14, 2019,
the T72nd Independence
Day of Pakistan, 1 came
ACTOSS NUMESTOUS Versions
of the anthem on social

mediza, as well as animated
versions presented al spe-
cial events, and thought it
was mecessary to throw
light on some technical
aspects and appropriate
facts,

All wvariations of our
national anthem are beauti-
ful, but the original musi-
cally compased version can
only be plaved instrumen-
tally by a full component of
a brass band when a variety
of reed and blowing instru-
ments, each playing its ded-
icated part, come logether
in a symphony (o proclaim
the masterful arrangement
of the notator,

Therefore, it sounds
musically comrect when a
military brass band of anv
country  (and they don’t
nead to know the tune)
reads the notated music on
the sheets, and plavs the
Farl.s as arranged by a skil-

ul composer of orchestrat-

ed mugic. Recently, | heard
the military bands of the
LIS, Malavsia. and Turkev.
plav owr national anthem
correctly; neither did they
know the words or the fune
but played what was musi-
cally notated The music
{complementing the com-
posed tune) of our national
mthem has been notated,
saparately, for each instru-
ment of a brass band. When
it is played topether and
ably conducted by a music
director in the know-how of
orchestral compaositions, it
harmomizes into a symphao-
ny that musically heralds
our anthem. This i1z how it
was composed and notated
in 1949 and supposed to
have been plaved, officially
and for all time’s sake

Countries don’t change

“the music” of anthems 1o
suil their fantasy. Some
adjustment in lyrics is pos-
sible; it is because the
words and music of the
anthem are zacred to the
sovereignty of the land.
The instruments in a
brass band ensemble of 50
mugicians or more, include,
trombone (2 or 4), trumpet
{up to 12}, comet (up to 4),
B-flat clarinet (6-8), E-flat
clarinet (2-4), alto-saxo-
phone (2-4), tenor-saxo-
phone (2), French-hom {2),
side-drums (up to 12}, bass-
drum (one} euphonium (2)
and the tuba {ong). Even
the “tnangle’ and the “cvm-
bal’ must know when to
stnike. If vou take away a
notated part of any one
instrument. there is no
anthem, just a tune which
anvone ¢an strum, blow,
serenade, hum, or whistle
laved the tuba in a brass
d and was rﬁuuﬁ:biu
for its own nodat of
the anthem. Theretore, |
can sav 1t confidently, in as
much as anvone in a brass
band who plavs the same
instrument would vouch,
that if the tuba’s part is “not
plaved” — there s no
anthem. Whenever our
anthem s plaved by a brass
band, | can literally hear the
part of my instrument sup-
porting the harmony and
when required, leading the
crescendo, like the trum-
pets which 1 am sure
everyone can hear. :
This then, my friends, is
the background of the
music of the national
anthem of Pakistan. | hope
the real value and nuances
of the music iz wderstood
in the right context and
appropriately respacied.




|

Pakistan can repay
half of its foreign
debt through gold

ISLAMABAD
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insal
&IA}TI} leader Muzammil

slam has claimed that
Pakistan repay half of its
foreign debt it we sell the
house held and jewellers’
gold. The PTI leader took
to Twitter to present his
solution to halt of our for-
eign  debt, Muozammil
Aslam wrote, “Pakistan
can repay half of 1ts for-
eign  debt  through
gold. "He wrote that 1f
each Pakistani female
holds 10-gram gold on
average, then Pakistan
has 1200 tons of gold

With 5 gram average of
600 tmsgrwilh f r{éram
average of 120 fons.
“Which number do you
pick?”, he added.

Muzammil sad that
there are about 40,000
jeweller shops operating
in the country. If each
shop holds 1 kg gold then
it is e;gmatlef to have ﬁg
tons o 55E5
G:}]dsmilﬁs. o

The PTI added that if
one ton of the precious
metal costs $58mn. Then
each 100-ton worth s
55 8bn.  Assuming we
have 1200 tons, then the

value 15 369.6bn, 600
tons then 3348 if 120
tons the $6.96, Goldsmath
alone holds 40 tons which
is EE.SEEE]}. ?ﬁ_kist's_ln can
repay of its foreign
ﬁn through gold

The precious metal
rates in  Pakistan on
Tuesday  moved up
despite the appreciation
of the mpee against the
US dollar According o
the All-Pakistan Jewellers
Manufacturers
Association, the price
surged by Rs2 150 per
tola  to  settle  at
Rsl48 450 INP

Tea plantation to help
Pakistan reduce import
bill: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD:
Pakistan can reduce its
import bill by exploiting
its great potential for
growing tea on a large
scale, WealthPK reports.
~ Tea 1s one of the most
important  high-value
cash crops. Despite its
low cost, tea 1s the most
En ular beverage in

akistan. The country
has t potential for
ten plantation on a large
scale,

Abdul Waheed,
Dhrector of National Tea
and High-Value Crops
Research Institute
Shinkiari, told
WealthPK that the cur-
rent rate of population

rowth showed that

mand for tea would
continue 1o Ingrease
over time, putfiing a
strain on limited foreign
exchange resources.

He said that Pakistan's
total import bill for tea
in the fiscal year 2022
was more than $590 mil-
lion. :

According to a recet-
ly-conducted  survey,
there is a huge potential
for tea cultivation n
Pakistan. It says that
158,000 acres of land in
Khyber Pakhtunkwa and
4,000 acres in Azad
Jammu and Kashmir are
suttable for tea planta-

FAISALABAD: Senior Superintendent

tion, which can not only
meet the local demand
but can be also exported
to other countries

Abdul Waheed said
that more than 15 tonnes
of locally produced and
processed green tea was
exported to Japan during
the last three to four
years,

“Tea plants can be
raised both from seed
and cuttings, In Tea
World, tea has inmitiall
been raised throug
seeds because of the
economic  ease with
which its plantation is
expanded,” said the
director of the research
centre. Many countries
like China, India, and
Sri Lanka, the world-
known tea producers for
centuries, still  raise
more than 75% of tea
through seeds. Due 1o
high population pressure
coupled with the low
economic  condition,
Pakistan presently needs
to grow tea The country
also needs to increase
the inel:i of all agricul-
tural ~ commoditi
es.“Historically speak-
ing, nations of the world
have always gained self-
sufficiency in quantities
first before becoming
quality conscious. Thus,
tea quantity in the short-

est possible time can be
economically obtained
from tea seeds and not
from cuttings,” Abdul
Waheed told WealthPk
According to the Food
and Agriculture
Organisation  of  the
United Mations, tea is
one of the most impor-
tant cash crops and plays
a significant role in rural
development, poverty
reduction and food secti-
rity in_exporting and
developing countnes, It
is a principal source of
Iwehamd for millions
of people.“Tea plants
can be raised both from
seed and cuttings, In Tea
World, tea has inihally
been raised  throu h
seeds because of the
economic ease  with
which its plantation is
expanded,” said the
director of the research
centre Many  countries
like China, India, and
Sn Lanka, the world-
known tea producers for
centuries,  still  raise
more than 75% of tea
through seeds. Due to
high population pressure
coupled with the low
economic  condition,
Pakistan presently needs
to grow tea. The country
also needs to increase
ﬂile_:a]yleld of all agricul-
tural commaodities. [INP

of Police (55P)

Investigation Captain Retired Muhammad Ajmal addressing a
press conference at Police Line in the city.

High costs, complex
procedures hinder
fixed broadband
development: WealthPk

ISLAMABAD:
Pakistan lacks a business
model for inter-sectoral
infrastructure sharing for
d:g]nj.rmem. of fiber-optic
cable, forcing each tele-
com company to build its
own network and bear all
the costs of getling
approvals and construc-
tion, thus lowering the
efficiency and increasing
the costs of fiber-optic
cable construction,
reports WealthPK.

According to a report
by the China Academy of
Information
Communication
Technology  (CAICT),
currently, the high costs
and complex approval
procedures have atfected
the telcos” will to roll out
fiber-optic  cable and
therefore  hindered the
fixed broadband (FBB)
development in Pakistan

in the long run.

“This could be attrac-
tive to incumbent telcos
that want to provide a
more universal service
For alternative telcos,
deploying Fiber to the
Home ?FTTI-I} based
power networks may pro-
vide access to better
products and more attrac-
tive pricing. It can also
stimulate competition in a
way that benefits the pol-
icymakers,” the report
SAVS.

The Pakistan govern-
ment seeks to promote IT
infrastructure sharlng,. As
per Telecom Policy 2015
the Pakistan
Telecommunication
Authority (PTA) is to
develop * the necessary
regulatory instrument o
encourage, facilitate and
standardize infrastructure
sharing in consultation

with the Ministry of
Information Technology
and Telecommunication
(MolITT) and stakehold-
ers,

To that effect, the PTA
is developing infrastruc-
ture sharing guidelines
based on the principles of
neutrality, non-discrimi-
nation and equal access.
The guidelines will pro-
vide a mechanism for
licensees and other stake-
holders to share their tele-
com and other infrastruc-
ture facilities that would
include space, electrical
power, air conditioning,
security, cable  ducts,
space on antenna and
towers, efc.

The report says the
FITH in Pakistan mainly
covers densely populated
areas such as Karachi and
Lahore, Its construction
pace. INP
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ISLAMABAD: Opposition Leader in the Senate Dr Shahzad Waseem presenting

a letter written by PTI Chief Imran Khan for Chinese President X1 Jinping to
Chinese Ambassador to Pakistan Nong Rong,

SC wonders whether it could order
re-enactment of law after its repeal

ISLAMABAD; The
Supreme Court (3C) on
Wednesday said what it could
do when the parliament itself
had done away with the
Mational Accountability
Bureau (NAB) law,

During the hearing of for-
mer prime minister and PTI
Chairman [Imran Khan's peti-
tiom  against  amendments
introduced by the coalition
overnment 1in the NAB law,
the SC wondered whether it
had ever ordered reenactment
of the law after it was
repealed by the parhament,

A three-member bench of
the Supreme Court, headed by
Chief Justice of Pakistan

CIP) Justice Umar Ata
andial, heard PTT chairman’s
petition,

Counsel for the NAB, on
the occasion, submitted to the
court in writing the statement
in which the bureau said that
it was in complete harmony

with the attorney peneral of
Pakistan’s stance on the case

Justice Mansoor Ali Shah
remarked that Imran could
have raised his voice against
these amendments in  the
National Assembly (NA) since
masses had also returned him
and other members of PTI to
the NA. “Why did Imran and
other party members of the
MNA resigned from their seats
without taking their electorate
into confidence?” he ques-
tioned, and added it would
have been better if he had
raised his voice from the floor
of the House,

Khawaja Haris, Imran's
lawyer, replied that the PTI's
decizsion that its lawmakers
would resign from their seats
en masse was a political one.

He reminded the apex court
that it had declared in its pre-
vious decisions that corrup-
tion was like a “cancer’ for the
country. "How sad it is that

instead of further improving
the NAB law, the present gov-
ernment preferred to weaken
it,” he regretted. :

Imran’s lawyer also remind-
ed the SC that, in one of its
decizsions, it had ordered reen-
actment of the law which had
been repealed in 1990

Justice ljazul Ahsan
remarked that parliament was
not above the laws of Shariah
as well as the constitution,
“Accountability is the basic
tenet of [slam,” he said.

Khawaja Haris told the
court that as per the changes,
the principle of "plea bargain
had been done away with.
“MNow a suspect, taking advan-
tage of amendments in the
MNARB law, can also ask for the
return of the amount he or she
has deposited after striking a
plea bargain deal” he dis-
closed CIP said if that hap-
pened, the state would have to
pay billions of rupees. INP

Section 144 violation case:
Murad Saeed gets bail
extension till Oct 12

ISLAMABAD: A district and
sessions court in Islamabad on
Wednesday granted interim bail
to  Pakistan  Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) leader Murad Saced in a
case pertaining to the viclation
of _Sei:thm_ 1 hm the f'adelr]al
capital during the 's ra
nnp August EEU.ﬁcP;;aﬁin tg
details, Sessions Judge Zafar
Igbal of the district court in
Islamabad heard the application
filed by Murad § for an
extension in interim bail Afler
hearing the arguments, the ses-
sions judge extended the PTI
leader’s interim bail till October

12 and also issued notice to the
police.On  September 30, an
additional district and sessions
court in Islamabad granted bail
to former prime munister and
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
chief Imran Khan in the Section
144 violation case.During the
hearing, Imran Khan's counsel
said that the case was registered
only on a revenge basis. To
which, the judge said that the
prosecution has 1o present évi-
dence to seek any against the
former prime minister After
hearing the  arguments,
Additional Sessions Judge Zafar

Interviews for
NBP president
halted: Sources

[SLAMABAD: The interviews of shortlisted candi-
dates for President Mational Bank of Pakistan (NBP)
were halted as the government failed to appoint bank’s

head on Wednesday, sources said,

According to details, the federal government has
point the NBP president despite shortlisting
10 candidates in August 2022, The candidates were
shortlisted by former finance minister Miftah Ismail,
who stepped down on September 23,
Sources further said that the federal
shortlist new candidates for the appointment of NBP
president. The ruling coalition failed to
previous 10 shorthsted candidates, they
A permanent head for the Mationa C
appointed since February 2022, The appointment of
{ational Bank Board Chairman has also been stalled
since April, informed sources claimed.
Earlier in August, it was reported that the federal
government d:eiag'ed appointment of the National Bank
BP) president following differences
among the coalition government. INP
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India denies permission
to Janata Dal leader for

travel to Pakistan

NEW DELHI: India’s Rashtriva Janata Dal leader
and R‘?}fa Sabha MP Manoj K Jha has said that he has
enied “political clearance” by the Ministry of
External Affairs to travel to Pakistan 1o attend a confer-
ence later this month on *Crisis of Constitutionalism in
South Asia® organised by the Asma Jlehangir

been

Foundation,

Jha was invited t(:ny the Asma Jahangir Foundation,
‘ouncil, the Supreme Court Bar

Association of Pakistan and AGHS
attend the fourth Asma Jahangir Conference as a guest
speaker for the closing session themed ‘The Role of
olitical Parties in Upholding Democratic Rights” on

the Pakistan Bar

October 23

Speaking to The Indian E:vigress, Jha said he received

ome Affairs Monday giv-

ing approval to his online application for prior permis-

. e Foreign Contribution

&Regulalllm;i Act, 2010 10 accept foreign hospitality
uring his visit to Lahore for the two-day conference,

a letter from the Ministry of

sion under Section 6 of

However, he said the Ministry of External Affairs ed
rejected his application for “political clearance™ with- P“meiuhat:l Plank of the Tiiversity

out as I-\%ning any reason. The Indian Express reached
EA spokesperson Arindam Bagchi but he did

ouf 1o
fiot respond, TNP

sal Aid Cell to

nearl
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Minister rules out any violation
of IMF agreement

ISLAMABAD : Hours
after the International
Monetary  Fund (IMF)
insisted on sticking to
policy commitments
made by Pakistan, a top
government official has
said that the country had
not breached the agree-
ment with the Fund, say-

ing “any shorifall in
petroleum levy will be
adjusted  in~  coming
months”

According to a media
report, Minister of State
for Finance and Revenue
Dr Aisha Ghous Pasha
ave the statement on the
oor of the WNational
Assembly Standing
Committee on Finance.

The committee dis-

cussed the buming issue
of currency manipulation
b%l certain banks and
whether the State Bank of
Pakistan had taken any
action to correct the
course, However, neither
the central bank nor the
Ministry of Finance gave
a satisfactory reply about
the action faken against
the banks

Earlier, a foreign
media quoted the IME's
country  representative
Esther” Perez as saying
that there were no
changes in the conditions
agreed between Pakistan
and the fund. ;

“Policy commitments
made by the Pakistani
authorities as part of the

seventh and  eighth
reviews under their IMF-
SUpport programme com-
tinue to apply,” she told
Reuters. )

~ She said policy discus-
sions, including how to
ta};get su%pnn to those
affected by the floods
while mainfaining macro-
economic stability, will
commence in the coming
weeks after the damage
AssEssment report
becomes available.

The IMF official made
the comments in response
to a question if the recent
reduction in fuel prices
had been discussed with
the lender. )

The international
lender’s staternent came

after Finance Minister

time till December to

New Zealand could face another
Covid-19 wave According to Xinhua
news agency, New Zealand could be hit
by another Covid-19 wave before the
efid of the year, a COVID-19 modeler

Ishag Dar reduced the recover any shortfall
prices of all petroleum against the petroleum
products for the next fort- Ie.ﬂ»er target,”

night by around five per She was responding to

cent — reversing a policy
of raising prices monthly
through added levies to
ensure  enhanced rev-
enues as agreed with the
IMF. Dar reduced the levy
to Rs32.42 on petrol but
increased the rate to
12,58 per litre on diesel,
Cumulatively, the rate on
the two products should
have been Rs35 per litre
against the curremt Rs45
per litre rate“We have
not violated the agree-
ment with the IME” the
state minister said and
added, “We still have

a question by MNA Dr
Ramesh Kuamar who
raised the issue of a state-
ment given by former
finance minister Miftah
Ismail who termed Dar's
move “reckless”, saying
it may, carP« adverse
implications for the IMF
rogramme Dr Pasha said
ower rates can be adjust-
ed till December "this
faar Finance Secrelgrg
{amid Yaqoob Sheik

revealed that the govern-
ment collected only Rs22
billion on  account of
petroleum INP

Igbal granted bail o PTI
Chairman Imran
thn.‘\-"rﬂlatin%} Section
144’ The Islamabad police had

filed a case against PTI chief
Imran Khan and other party
leaders for violating Section 144
during their Tallz in Islamabad
held [ast month, According to the
first information report (FIR),
the police had made announce-
ments through loudspeakers that
Section 144 was imposed in the
city, however, the rally had con-
tinued. The party leaders had
participated in the rally to
protest PTLINP

RAWALPINDI: Activists of Punjab Teachers Union shnutir-lg slo-
gans during a protest rally in favor of their demands outside
Press Club in the city.

Pakistan records uptick
in coronavirus infections

ISLAMABAD : Pakistan has reported
an uptick in coronavirus infections a day
after reporting lowest cases in many
many maonths. Pakistan on Tuesday
gﬁm‘tgd just 16 Covid-19 infections

ecting the pandemic is taking last
breaths in the country.

The statistics of the National Institute
of Health (NIH) which were released on
Wednesday
Pakistan hias recorded A
infections and one fatality during the last
24 hours (Tuesday). )

The death toll in the country climbed
up to 30,620 while the number of total
infections now stood at 1,572,835 after
adding the fresh 57 cases,

During the last 24 hours (Tuesday),
13,021 tests were conducted throughout
Pakistan whereas the positivily ratio
doubled to 0.44 percent to previ-
ous day’s 0.23 percent. The number of
Eﬁt:e:nts in critical care was recorded at

showed that
57 coronavirus

MO

FAISALABAD: A leader of Pkistan Muslim League [W}
addressing a press conference in the city.

World
Teachers' Day

observed

LAHORE: The World Teachers®
Day was observed Wednesday
across the globe aimed at express-
|n|3 gratitude for the contributions
of teachers,

The theme for World Teachers’
Day 2022 was "The change of edu-
cation begins with teachers",

The Chief Minister Punjab
Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi while
saluting " all the teachers with
respect for their efforts and contn-
butions in society, said that teach-
ers rekindle our minds, and help us
become a better person. My teach-

ers have played a huge role in
where [ am today.
He said that “Mentorship

friendship, endless support and
kindness, these are the words 1
associate with teachers.”

Chief Minister Punjab further
added that teachers are the bene-
factors of the nation and cur pride.
Today, we have to reiterate our
commitment that honor  and
respect for the teacher will be
ensured i every case INP

National
Assembly session
called on Friday

[SLAMABAD: The National
ﬁssemtiaf (NAE session has been
convened on Friday October 7,
2022, According to details, the ses-
sion, which has been convened
under section 1 of the Article 54,
will start at 10:30 in the morning at
ihe Parliament House building.
MNP

Toxice gas kills four
workers in Nawabshah
pickle factory basement

NAWABSHAH: Four work-
ers of a factory died by inhal-
ing toxic gas while going
downstairs to the basement o
the premises on Wednesday.

Two sons and a father were
among four victims died by the
lethal gas in the incident at a
pickle factory in Hashim Town
area of Mawabshah, police
said. ) -

The victims named Nasir, his
two sons Danish and Salman
and another factory worker
Qasim, according to police.

According to eyewitness
account, the workers gone to
the downstairs in the basement
one after another for helping
their colleagues in distress.
The workers lost their senses
one after another, as the cellar
was filled with hazardous gas.
which killed them in the tragic

incident. INP
e F .1. -

PASS APCA N -

of Canterbury called on Kiwis to get
boosted
toa re d Heral

COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations
have been increasing in European coun-
tries such as

if they haven't been, according
rt in the New Zealand Herald.

Germany, Denmark,

Belgium and Britain, Plank said, citing
this as an example of another imminent
pandemic wave = g
Factors such as waning immunity and
new Omicron sub-vananis BQ.T1, a
BA.S descendant, and another sub-type,
BA 2.752 have been combined to con-
tribute to the formin
the future, he said."So whatever happens
in the Northern Hemisphere, I'd expect
something similar to happen
mayhbe in a matter of weeks,” said Plank,
quoted by the New Zealand Herald He
noted that many
no longer masking up and the border
already  opened UB last month, Mew
Zealand recorded 9,97
cases of COVID-19 and 33 more deaths
from
Ministry o
average, new cases per da
1,422 over the last week, The country
has seen the number of daﬂ%- CASEs going
down steadily from over
nationwide in cardy July. INP

of another wave in
here -
New Zealanders were
3 new community
the rpandemic last week, the

Health said on Monday.On
reached

(0,000 cases

r
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Imran should have raised concerns against NAB amendments

Justice Syed Mansoor Ali Shah of the Supreme Court said on Wednesday that former prime minister and PTI1
chairman Imran Khan should have approached the gar]lament regarding his reservations against recent amend-

ments to the Mational Accountability

ureau (NAB
Justice Shah is a part of the three-member Supreme Court bench — also

ordinance instead of bn n?mg the matter to the ajaex court,

comprising Chief Justice of

Pakistan Umar Ata Bandial and Justice [jazul Ahsan — that took up Imran’s plea, which claims the new NAB
laws are and “violation of fundamental nghts™.

Dunng the hearing toda
the National Assmlﬁ}' “\':\'{11

liament as well.

At the outset of the hearing today, Imran’s lawyer Khwaja Haris 1
claiming that the new amendments had rendered the accountability law “in

Justice Shah said that the public had trusted Imran by electing him a member of
did he leave the assembly wi
he inquired, adding that the PTI chief could have rai

without the wish of the people of his constituency 7™
his objections against the NAB ordinance in the par-

resented his arguments before the bench,
wetive”

“In the past, the Supreme Court had declared mm.l.g_{'mn cancer Tor the country,” he recalled. "Public office-

holders were never
“And the law for

ven exemption in a y
em [public officeholders] has been the same since 1949, Imran’s counsel argued, adding

accountability laws that were made;

that holding a public office was a “sacred responsibility™. ) )
At this, Justice Shah said that the court could not do anything if the parliament had abolished a law. “Has

™

L = 3
LAHORE: A teacher of United social welfare society teaching her disable student on the eve of

World Teachers' Day at a bricks kiln in the outskirts of Provineial Capital.

APTMA announces

countrywide closure

of textile mills from
Saturday

FAISALABAD: All Pakistan
Textile Mills Association (APTMA)
has decided to shut down textile mills
across the country on Wednesday.

“The textile mills of the country
will also be shut down from Saturday
1600 textile mills have already been
closed down,” the APTMA said.

“Five million employees will lose
their jobs and 30 million people will
be affected due to the closure of textile
industries,” it added.

“The government has withdrawn
competitive power rates for lextile
industry. The closure of textile indus-
try will deal a heavy blow to the
domestic exports,” it stated.

“Increasing exports is very impor-
tant and the only way-out for the econ-
omy of the country. The govermment
must provide electricity and gas at
competitive rates to texfile industry. It
Sh?lu d also e1nsure mn}ilmy?jus power
atid gas su to textile industry,” it
dcmanded.rﬁg

Flood victims in
Sindh continue to fall
prey to
infectious diseases

HYDERABAD: Now when it has
been close 1o a month that it has not
rained anywhere in Sindh, infectious
diseases are on the rise in the flood-
affected areas of the province as 187
cases of skin diseases and 127 of diar-
rhea were reported only from the relief
camgs set up in H;fdembad during the
last 24 hours on Wednesday.

The health department said seven
cases of EJ’KB infection and 94 suspect-
ed cases of malaria were also reported
during the aforementioned period. “As
many as 306 plxlgje were diagnosed
with different diseases in_ these
camps,” it disclosed, adding of these,
%ﬁ; experienced breathing problems.

Earthquake jolts
felt in Gilgit
Baltistan

GILGIT: Earthquake tremors of
magnitude 3.3 jolted Gilgt Baltistan
and adjoining areas on Wednesday,

According to the Mational Seismic
Monitoring Centre (NSMC), the G‘?]-
centre of the earthquake was 11 kilo-
mefres northwest of Gilgit The depth
of the earthquake was 25 km, and its
magnitude was 33 on the Richter
scale _

Mo casuvalties have been reported
due to the earthquake as of now.On
September 29, earthlqakc tremaors of
magnitude 3 jolted Chitral and adjoin-

ing areas.

ceording to the Mational Seismic
Maonitoring Centre (NSMC), the epi-
centre of the remors was 45 kilome-
tres north of Chitral. The depth of the
quake was 33 km, and its magnitude
was 3 on the Richter scale.

In another similar incident on
Ssapgemebijﬂ',_eanhquakg tremors of
2.9 intensity jolted multiple areas of
Azad Kashmir including Mirpur,

According to the Naii Seismic
Monitoring Centre (NSMC), the ?_
centre of the earthquake was 9 km
northeast of Jund. The depth of the
earthgquake was 35 km and its magmi-
tude on the Richter scale was 2.9 1NP

Karachi: Two
Rangers personnel
injured in firing

KARACHI: Two personnel of the
Sindh Rangers were injured in firing

b unidentified assailants near
arachi’s  Manzil Pump on
Wednesday.

According to details, the incident
took place near Kohi Goth Nadi when
four unidentified assailanis opened
fire on Rangers personnel and
escaped. .

The injured personnel were shifted
to Jinnah Postgraduate Medical Centre
(IPMC) while the law enforcement
agencies reached the spot and cor-

oned off the area.

Taking to media, Senior
Superintendent of Police (S5P) Malir
Irfan Bahadur noted that the Rangers
personnel were i:erfnnmng their duty

when they signaled four le ridin,
a motorcycle to stup.ml’?cup €

Armed forces continue
rescue, relief operations
in flood-affected areas

RAWALPINDI: Armed forces
including Pakistan Army, Navy
and Air Force continue carrying
out relief and rescue operations in
flood-affected areas of the coun-

iy,

Pakistan Navy's four flood
refief centres and 18 central col-
lection points have collected and
distributed over 2063 tonnes of
food, 7479 tents, and 740318
litres of mineral water among
flood-affected people.

479 people have been rescued via
70 tlights of the Navy helicopter
while 5333 ration bags were also
distributed using it .
Pakistan Navy also established
100 medical camps which have
treated over 1,19.615 patients so
far, the NFRCC told.
total of 147 relief camps,
over 300 medical camps, and 157
relief collection points have been
established across the r;aum?u
NRFCC said. Over 11,36,643

According to the MNational people have been treated in the
Flood Relief Coordination Centre  medical camps so  far, and
(NFRCC) at least 31,529 people  patients are hmngdpmwdcd S-day
have taken refuge in 22 MNavy medicine, it add

The WNFRCC reported that
over-collection  points  have
received over 9981.7 tonnes of
food items while 17759 tonnes
of food items have been distrib-
uted in the country. In total 11.41
million medicine were collected
while 1140 millien have been
distributed among flood-affected
people in the county, it
added INP

camps. At least 15568 people
have been rescued by 23 emer-
ﬁenc}r response teams of the

akistan Navy, the NFRCC told.

The Emergency Response
teams of the Pakistan Navy have
54 motorized boats, and 2 hover
crafts, while two helicopters are
assigned to rescue people in

Sindh.
The NFRCC told thart a total of

Karachi: Another 264
dengue cases reported
in 24 hours

KARACHI l?genrgua fever has
Er:pped Karachi following the
eavy rains this monsoon season
as another 264 cases were
reported in the city during the
ast 24 hiours on
ednesday. According to details,
as many as 264 cases of dengue
virus were reporied in Karachi,
taking the total number of cases
in October to To0.Data released
bg the Sindh health department
showed that so far, almost 9,240
dengue cases were reported
across the country this year,
Meanwhile, the viral disease has
claimed 38 lives in the province
out of which 36 deaths occurre
in Karachi.On September 30, the
local administration launched an
Islamabad-like anti-dengue cam-
paign as the cases of dengue
virns were s?‘reading rapidly
across  Karachi According  to

details, medical teams from
Islamabad and Lahore started
giving training to doctors and
other staff of the provincial
health department. The anii-
dengue campaign was first
launched in District East — the
most affected by the virus,

District Health Officer (DHO)
East Dr Naeem Sikandar has
informed that anti-dengue spray-
ing was conducted in the houses
of patients and 20 surrounding
residential facilities to eliminate
the virus,

Dr MNacem Sikandar further
said that the administration was
mapping the areas from where
the cases are being reported,

“So far, over 1800 cases of
dengue have been reported in the
district east,” the DHO said,
adding that almost ten patients
have succumbed to the virus. INP

Sukkur: SHC expresses
dissatisfaction over facilities
in tent cities

SUKKUR: Sindh High Court remarked.
gHC} circuit  bench  on The bench resented over mis-
ednesday e.\cfpressed dissatis- reporting to the court about the
faction over facilities in tent medical camp and ordered sus-

cities for flood victims,

A division bench, comprised
of Justice Zafar Ahmed Rajput
and Justice Shamsuddin Abbasi,
heard petitions with regard to
floodwater drainage and provid-
tn%reilef to affected people.

eputy Commissioner
Khairpur and officers of rev-
enue, irrigation departments,
SCARP and PDMA appeared in
the case hearing. .
. “In Gambat’s tent ety a med-
ical camp was established but

ension of the Assistant
‘ommissioner and Mukhtiarkar
Gambat. The court also sus-
ended the Dustrict Health

fficer (DHO) Khairpur over
failing to provide medical facil-
ities.

The bench also ordered
inquiry against the AC and
Mukhtiarkar GGambat The high
court bench directed Secretary
Health to initiate an inquiry
against DHO Khairpur,

DHO  Khairpur, AC and

the stafl is unavailable,” the Mukhtiarkar Gambat tendered
court said while expressing dis-  apology to the court. The bench
satisfaction over facilities in  granted the apology and with-

tent cities.

“The photos submitted, are of
a medical camp in a_ house, |
when people are living in tents, by water and now they will die
why the doctors not sitting by diseases,” Justice Rajput
there," Justice Zafar Rajpui rémarked INP

rawn suspension orders of the
officers. )
“Earlier, people were dying

Federal Minister for Defence , Khawaja Muhammad Asif add
Conference in Islamabad.

the court ever restored a Waled law before?” ) ] ] )
: , the court had restored a repealed law At one point during the hearing, CJP Bandial

remarked that the parliament was only submissive towards the Constitution and shariah, o ;
Justice Ahsan concurred and said that accountability was a fundamental principle of Islam Continuing his

Haris replied that in 19

arguments, Hans said that important changes had ! i
gains. “Those who do not pay instalments of the plea bargain have been facilitated [under the new law].

in parliament instead of SC, observes Justice Shah

been made to the accountability laws regarding plea bar-

e

The lawver contended that earlier, action was taken against those who failed to pay the plea bamgains. “After
the amendment, the plea bargain of the non-payer will expire,” he said, adding that if the corruption case was
regarding an amount of less than Rs30 mullion, the charges against the accused would be automatically

removed.

“Under the amendment, the accused can claim the amount of plea bargain deposited after beinﬁ acquitted,”

hsﬁoinwd out, “A person who has paid the full plea bargain amount ean also ask for the money

eposited =

ere, Justice Bandial observed that this way the state would have to pay billions of rupees Justice Shah also

wondered if taking mcnegr

gain was only approved

the accountability court.

from the accused under pressure was correct. To this, Hans replied that the plea bar-

In his petition, Imran Khan had claimed that the amendments to the NAB law were made to benefit the influ-
ential accused persons and legitimise corruption, Web Desk

Pakistan needs JVs to boost
aviation sector: WealthPK

[SLAMABAD: Pakistan needs joint ventures
{I¥s} in the aviation sector, as these have become
increasingly commeon and proven successful world-

wide, reports WealthPK.
The Pakistan

said,

According to WealthPK research, in a typical
] arent company holds minorty
shares, while the local owners hold the ma_qun:[v
stake, thus combining local knowledge with world-
class aviation expertise. It is common for almost all
countries in the world to follow the same foreign
direct investment (FDI) puimﬁ in aviation, allow-
ing up to 49% foreign ownership, 5
he National Aviation Policy 2019 of Pakistan
states that to grom_cltq the participation of Pakistani
e aviation sector, the airlines will be
encouraged to be owned by Pakistani citizens,

The foreign equity parme:shsﬁ in domestic com-
mercial air transport carriers s eXG
percent or to the éxtent where controlling interest
remains in the local hands. At the same time,
Pakistani nationals will be encouraged to invest in
the aircraft manufacturing industry, However, the

joint venture, the

nationals in t

NTDC slapped
with another
Rs10 million

fine

ISLAMABAD.
Hardly a day had passed

since the  Mational
Electric Power
Regulatory  Authority

NEPRA) had imposed
mne to the tune of Rs10
million on_the Mational
Transmission
Despatch Company
{NTDC), the latter again
:ﬂr:;g‘ad_lhe wﬁt?&r‘o SAE;
ority on Wedne
when itt_!:.rwas again fined
Rs10 million for faling
to restore the power 53113-
ply in some parts of the
country on time after
some of the electricity
towers were uprooted
due to strong winds.
According to  the
statement 15sued by the
NEPRA, two towers of
500 KV of Dadu-
Jamshoro transmission
line and six towers of
Port im-Matyari line
in Sm.;'tdhd had been
uproote ue o st
winds in May 2022 fol-
lowing  which 1,320
megawatts of electneity
haﬂxm_:d from the sys-
tem, which had resulted
in a partial power break-
down in the country.
The statement said
that it took the NTDXC 10
days to restore power

supply 1in the areas
where there was a black-
oul, ompting  the

b
NEFIR‘}L} o initiate an
inguiry inte such an
inordinate delay. “And it
was after the ingquiry
was over that the
Authority first issued a
show-cause notice to the
NTDC, and when the
latter did not respond to
the notice on time, the
MNEPRA slapped fine on
it,” read the
statement INP

PM Shehbaz
inquires after
Zardari’s
health in
phone call to
Bilawal
ISLAMABAD: Prime

Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Wednesday called up

PPP  Chairman__ and
Foreign Minister Bilawal
Bhutto  Fardan  and

inquired from him about
his father former presi-
dent Asif Al Zardari's
health,

In a tweet uploaded on
Wednesday, the prime
minister said he also con-
veyed his prayers and best
wishes for early recovery
and complete health of
PPP Co-Chairman Asif
Zardari INP

International _
regarded as the large 'sleeping giant' of Pakistan’'s
aviation sector, needs joint venfures to operate on
rofessional lines and come out of the list of top 10
oss-making state-owned an!ergnses (SOEs), said a
research economist from the
Development Economics (PIDE).
. The ]¥s can contribute significantly towards
improving the quality of human capital, knowledge
transfer, and development of local talent, bringing
international expertise, experience and training
standards into the local market, Saddam Hussein

FD1 and JV will also be permitted and encouraged.
In March this year, Air Arabia and Lakson Grou
IV revealed their brand identity as 'FI' (Fly Jinnah

incorporated in Pakistan as a company owned pri-

Airlines (PIA},

akistan Institute of

tors.

marily by Pakistani citizens that sponsors one of
Pakistan's most diversified and leading companies.
It was established to create new jobs and supp
the core sectors such as tourism and hospitality and
also contribute to the meih of the economy,
Chief of Asia-Pacific 4 : ]

Qatar Investment Authority (QIA} Sheikh Faisal
Bin Thani Al Thani has also shown keen interest in
investment in different sectors of Pakistan, espe-
cially in the airport infrastructure and energy sec-

0Tt

¢ & Africa Investments at

Many factors have contributed positively to

Pakistan’s aviation sector, including the high pro-

all not excesd 49

portion of young people (63 percent of the total
population), the growing middle ¢lass, the GDP
growth of 3.97 percent in the fiscal year 2021-22,
and the government's increasing awareness of the
importance of aviation 1o the couniry.

While there are still bottlenecks, the ease of
doing business in the country has improved in
recent vears. Looking at the current macro-environ-
ment of Pakistan's aviation sector, structural
reforms and economic policy adjustments are nec-
essary to uplift the sector.

The %Iatar Investment Authority has also
expressed keen interest in the aviation sector due to
the country's investment climate. Moreover, the
recent joint venture between Air Arabia and the
conglomerate Lakson Group is paving the way for
a better and more sustainable future for the coun-
try's aviation industry, INP

PTI MNAs approach IHC over
acceptance of resignations

ISLAMABAD: In the latest politi-
cal move, PTl approached on
Wednesday the Islamabad High Court
(IHC) through a petition filed for the
approval of the resignations tendered
by the party law makers following
Imran Khan's ouster as pnme minis-

ter,

All the PTI MMNAs resigned en
masgse on April 11, two days after PTI
Chairman Imran Khan was ousted as
the prime minister Lhmuﬁ,h & no-con-
fidence motion moved by the then-
opposition. Former deputy speaker
Qasim Suri — who was performing
his duties as acting NA speaker after
Asad (é)a:ser resignation — had
Etlgcepte all the resignations on April

However, once Raja Pervez Ashraf
was elected as the speaker, he decid-
ed to verify the resignations by inter-
viewing lawmakers qndIVIduaII}'

Later, the resignations of PTT mem-

bers were de-sealed and Raja accept-
ed 11 of them.

The joint petition, filed by 10 out
of the 11 lawmakers, states that the
MNA speaker "unlawfully" declared
them as having resigned, which led to
the  Election ommission  of
Pakistan's (ECP) notification to de-
seat them,

The petitioners requested the court
to direct the NA speaker to summon
"112 MNAs" and petitioners for an
inquiry whether the resignations were
"voluntary and genuine®, and fulfilled
the criteria laid out under Article 64
nf'#ﬁe Gousmut:un.t 4 §

e party appealed to the court to
declare the speaker and ECPF's order
on their seats "illegal", issued "with-
out lawful authority and of no legal
effect. They also stated that the orders
were in vielation of the Constitution
and the law settled by the Supreme
Court. INP

Istamabad: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue Senator Mohammad

Ish
Div?gmn,

Dar presided over a meeting on gas supply during winter, at Finance

Two brothers murdered
for honour in Talagang

TALAGANG: Two brothers were

killed in the name of honour in
Talagang on Wednesda{.
_ According to initial reports, the
incident of double honour killings
happened in Phatar area in the juris-
diction of Tamman police in which
two  brothers — Sajid Shah _ and
Mehboob Shah — were killed by firing
in the name of honour while two oth-
ers — Amir Shah and Zulquernain
Shah — were seriously injured in the
incident. G :

Upon receiving information, Sub-
Divisional Police Officer (SDPFO
Talagang Mazhar Ahmad Gondal an
Stattion House Officer (SHO) of

olice  station  Tamman arig

ehmood alonﬁ with a heavy contin-
gent reached the spot and cordoned
off the area,

The aforementioned team  was
formed on the instructions of District
Police OfMcer Chakwal Kamran
Mawaz Panjotha.

The deaf'_{ bodies were taken into
custody _il:r_y the police which sent
them to Tehsil Headquariers (THO))

Hospital Talagang for post-mortem
while the injured were rushed to THQ)
Hospital for emergency medical treat-
ment. ) i

The Crime Scene Unit and Punjab
Forensic Science gégency (FF5A)
teams were also called to collect evi-
dence in order to proceed further in
the investigation.

According to the SDPO, raids are
being conducted to arrest the
assaitlants and soon the suspects will
be arrested and brought to justice.
“All technical resources will be wuti-
lized to arrest the accused,” he added.

A youth was shot dead and another
was seriously injured after a fight
broke out between two groups over a
minor issue in Gujrat on Wednesday,

As per details, the two groups
clashed over construction in the street
in Muhallah Rehmanpura area of
Grgjrat that led to a full-fledged gun-
fight between the two sides.

%lesulmnll ., & young man, identi-
fied as Adeeh, was killed by the firing
of the rival group and another was
seriously wounded INP

Javed Latif wants to see
Imran Khan behind bars

[SLAMABAD: Federal Minister
Javed Latif on Wednesday hit out at
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf {PTI)
Chairman Imran Khan stating:
“This person should be arrested and
punished,”,

Addressing a press conference,
he questioned: “In what capacity is
President Arif Alvi brokering nego-
tiations in the President’s %Iouse?
For what purpose is the oath being
taken from people in Peshawar?”

He further questioned: “Fawad
Chaudhry says the government
should be part of the negotiations,
Tell us! Against whom are these
Jihadists t in% the pledge of lihad
from people? [n what capacity are
you talking about making us sit in
the negotiations?”

He added: “Imran Khan has car-
ried out an unconstitutional strug-
%Ile_ Can negotiations be held W'tﬁ1
those who wish to address institu-

tions? This person Elmran kK han)
should be arrested and punished.”

He stated: “What Imran Khan had
said about the integrity, stability
and economy of Pakistan cannot be
forgotten. Nawaz Sharif faced pris-
ons, and he had undergone strict
aceountability.™

He also said: “We have never
called any watchman, Mir Jafar or
Mir Sadiq. We identified the wron
perscns in the institutions whic
was our obligation.”

He noted: “The nation cannot
bear it anymore that he [Imran
k. han] shouid further be pampered.
Mawaz Sharif suffered injustice in
courts, We do not want injustice
with anvone, but he should be dealt
with according to the law and
Constitution."He also pointed out:
“If everyone is not made to start
from zero in the race, it will not be
called a level playing field "INP




