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COAS says army to

remain ‘apolitical

seeking another extension

’,not

President calls for
adopting digital technology
for economic development

FATF removes Pakistan from grey list

a major vict

Monitoring Desk

In a major development, the Financial
Action nﬁsk Force (FATF) removed
Pakistan _fro list. F

aki m the 1st. Forei
Minister Bl Bluite2arcas tiade the

announcement prior to the FATF S Con-
ference, nmgmliulaﬁng the country on the
achievemen

T
_ Removal of Pakistan from the FATF grey
list is marked as a victory in the Prime
Minister %Fﬂmm Affairs offices as now
of free trade have opened for

WebDesk

The Election Commission of Pakistan
has disqualified the former Prime Minister
and PTI Chairman Imran Khan. The ECP
disqualified the PTI chief for five years in
Toshak hana Reference Case this Friday.

A four-member bench, headed by Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC) Sikander
Sultan Raja, announced the verdict at the
ECP Secretariat in Islamabad. The decision
was taken unanimously by the five-mem-
ber bench, However, the member from
Punjab was not present for today’s
announcement.

According to the
verdict, criminal
proceedings will be
initiated against Imran

for misdeclaration
Aricle 63 (1) (p) of the Constitution
states that an individual is, “for the time

being, disqualified from being elected or
chosen as a member of the Manls—e-S]mnra
(Parliament} or of a provincial assembly

0

-

under any law for the time being in force™,

As such, Imran has been de-sealed as a
member of the NA and bwl]s will now
be held on the seat vacated following his
disqualification. T i

While the written wverdict is awaited,
legal experts are widely interpreting this as
Imran being disqualified till the end of the
current Mational Assembly (NA) term,

PTI criticizes ECP ahead of the ruling

Ahead of the verdict, PTI leaders inien-
sified their cnticism of the ECP, repeating
their allegations of the electoral watchdog
being partial against them.

Hours before the ruling, Imran’s lawyer,
Barrister Ali Zafar addressed a press con-
ference in Islamabad and outlined legal
points in favor of the PTI chiel

Alongside him, PTI leader Shah
Mahmood Qureshi cited multiple instances
from the past — including the “Sindh
House saga”. the ECP's proceedings in the
prohibited funding case against the PT1 and
the electoral watchdog expressing inability

Frnday he woul

de% all

Chief of Ammy Staff (COAS)
Gen Camar Javed Bajwa said on

to introduce electronic voting machines
as he built his case of the electoral watch-
edly being partial against the PTI

he Toshakhana case

Last vear, the PIC had accepted an appli-

COAS says army to remain ‘apolitical’,

ry for

}
i i

Abrar

Fia cangratilated the civil and miliee

cation by lslamabad-based journalist Rana
halid and directed the Cabinet
Division to “provide the requested infor- ; i ;
|]1.a1_|_gn a._hpm the ths‘ [gce!'\-e,;.j h‘}' |.1h¢"4\ states since he assumed office in Au_s_au51
prime mimster Imran from foreign head o

the country

tberen]:Ie of the country. PM Shehbaz particularly commended
oreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari  the role and efforts of FM Bilawal, Army
was quick to congratulate the emn? on  Chief General Qamar Javed B?wa. their
thedevel%mentm'mmsbeﬁarethe ATF  teams, and all political parties for putting
press conference | Iy upaqnmdfmmmgﬁ]gahmneutufthe
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif said %ﬁt. ' . -
Pakistan’s exiting the FATF grey list wasa stan was included among jurisdic-
“vindication of our determined and sus- fions under an increased monitoring list in
tained over the . June 2018 for deficiencies in its legal,

financial, regulatory, investigations. prose-

leadership as well as all institutions whose  cution, judicial and non-government sec-

hard led to today’s success. “Aap sab  tors to fizht money laundering and combat

ko bohat bohat Mubarak,” the premier said,  terror financing consi a serious threat
ollowing up with a text smiley. to the global financial system.

states, head of governments and other for-
eign dignitaries description/specifica-
tion of each mift, information about the
gifts retained by the PM and the Rules
under which @ifits thus received are retained
by him™
The Cabinet Division was
told to share the required
information within 10
working days and upload it
on the official website as well
Subsequently, the Cabinet Division had
challenged the PIC order in the Islamabad
High Court {THC), claiming that it was
“illegal, without lawful authority”, The
then-government took the stance that the
dis-closure of any information rela-ted to
Toshakhana jeopardises international ties.
In Aprl this year, the IHC had directed
Deputy Attorney General Arshad Kayani to
ensure the implementation of the PIC order
to publicise details of the gifts presented to
former prime minister Imran by heads of

2013

not seeking another extension

d not be seeking

PT1 Chairman Imran Khan from
being a member of parliament,
finding him guilty of misdeclara-

General (DG)

Earlier in Aprl, Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR) Director
Major

the country's politics, often favour-
|ngrone political party or the other,

General he next army chief’s appoint-

ISLAMABAD: A delegation of all

Lo 1%

e B

Pakistan Chinese

L

Enterprise Association calls on Prime Minister Shehbaz

Sharif.

2 security personnel

another extension in his tenure,
which ends on MNovember 29,
asserting that the army had decided
to distance itself from the coun-
try's politics )
He made these remarks while
addressing a secunty workshop in
Islamabad. According to journal-
ists who attended the workshop,
the army chief said the military had
decided to remain “apolitical”.
Gen Bajwa's statement comes
on the same day the Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP
disqualified former premier an

tion in the Toshakhana reference.

This 15 not the first time Gen
Bajwa has addressed the matter of
his extension and the army’s intent
to distance itsell from  politics.
Earlier this month during a visit o
the United States, he had con-
firmed he would not be seeking
another extension to his tenure
while speaking at a lunch at the
Pakistan Embassy in Washington.
Dunng that Fﬂthenng. Gen Bajwa
had also said the armed forces had
distanced themsehves from politics
and wanted to remain so

Babar [ftikhar had also made it
clear that Gen Bajwa was neither
seeking an extension nor would he
aceept 1t

The statement by ISPR had
come duning a press conference
days after Imran’s ouster as prime
minister through a vote of no-con-
fidence. During that presser, the
head of the mihlan-"s media wing
had also claimed that the military
was “apolitical™

These statements from the
army’s top brass come amid accy-
sations that the military meddles in

ment is also at imes mentioned as
one of the major subplots in the
ongoing poelitical ensis engulfing
the country which bepan earlier
this year following the tabling of a
no-trust motion against then pre-
mier Imran Khan.

It is widely believed that rela-
tions between the army and
Imran’s party had soured in the
maonths leading up to the no-confi-
dence motion, reportedly over the
a']1:»pt1lntmr."11t of the new chief of
the Inter-Services Intelligence
(I51). Web Desk

martyred in a blast in
Mangochar Kalat

Abdullah Lehri

KALAT: At least two security
personnel were martyred in a blast
i Balochistan’s Kalat district on
Friday. Levies sources said the inci-
dent happened in the Johan area of
district Kalat Security personnel
was on a routine patrol when target-

security personnel were also mnjured
in the blast that rocked the entire
area. The injured security personnel
were rushed to Quetta for medical
treatment. Frontier Corps (FC) and
levies personnel reached the spot as
an investigation into the incident
went underway. Security was tight-
ened in and outside the Johan area in

ed by a bomb explosion

Three

the aftermath of the blast.

Government committed
to eradicate poliovirus
from Balochistan

News Desk

Chief Secretary
Balochistan Abdul Axiz
Lgalli has said that
“the country is suffer-
ing from poliovires and
the ume to clean up 15
near, the day is not far
when Pakistan will join
the polio-free coun-
tries”. The province has
not reported any polio
cases in the last 18
months.

“Polio workers in the
entire country, includ-
ing Balochiztan, have
made sacrifices, and
their services are appre-

ciated”. Abdul Aziz
Ugaith  the  Chief
Secretan of

Balochistan stated.

He expressed these
thoughts  at the
Balochistan  University
of Information
Technology,
Engineering, and
Management Sciences
(BUITEMS) on the
occasion  of  World
Polio Day, Balochistan
ont Friday

Addressing the audi-
ence Mr, Ugailli said
that polic makes chil-
dren disabled and it
also kills them Polio
was eradicaied from the

" E

world earlier but unfor-
funately, it still exists in
Pakigtan and
Afghanizstan he added.
The Chief Secretary
said that we are trving
our best 1o eradicate
polio from Balochistan
and fortunately  no
cases are reporied in the
last 1% months. “The
goal is to increase all
resources from 65% to
9%% to eradicate polio,
The cash award will
also be given to the
workers who showed
their best performance
The Chief Secretary
expressed conecem
about the presence of
poliovirus in KPK and

satd that due o KPK
and Afzhanistan,
Balochistan 15 stll a
risk. On this occasion.
Sved Fahid Shah, Head
al Polic Emergency
Center in  Quetia
Member of Balochistan
Assembly  Masrallah
Zehn and Durector
General Health MNoor
Qazi, and others spoke.

Later, he also award-
ed the Polio Workers
for plaving an excellent
role in the eradication
of polio  from  the
province Socio-polit-
cal activists, scholars,
and joumalists distrib-
ued prnizes among the
workers

PTI Balochistan supporters
protest against disqualification

Manan Mandokhail
Muhammad Mudassir

Pakistan Tehrik e Insaf (PTI) supporters
staged a protest demonstration outside gmtia
Press Club against the disqualification of for-
mer prime minister Imran Khan on Frday
evening. The PTI workers also blocked the
main highway linking Chietta with Islamabad in
Kuchlak and Muslim Bagh,

Former deputy speaker national assembly,
Casim Khanegﬂr: and other leaders led the pro-
testers outside the Quetta press club. The PTI
workers chanted full-throated slogans against
the election commission of Pakistan and the
Pakistan Demoecratic Movement (PRM). Noor
Ehan Khiljp, Abdul Ban Bareech, Muhammad
Asif Tareen and other leaders were also present
on the occasion.

“PTI will resist this decision on behalf of the
election commission of Pakistan”, Qasim Sun

“PTI will resist this decision on behalf of the
election commission of Pakistan”, Qasim Sun
told the flags-waving supporters. He said the
party would intensify its protest against what he

of Imran Kha

country,

. The PTI workers took out a protest rally from

its office in the Shehbaz Town area of Quetta

and they gathered outside the press club to vent

their anger ;
The party workers also blocked the main

highway lmking Cuetta with Islamabad in
M%l.siim Bagh a.n%l Kuchlak against the disquali-

n

fication of the former premier of the country.
Le:dg queues of vehicles on both sides of the
road were witnessed as a result of the protest by

the PT1 supporters. Feople suffered difficulties
because of the blockade of the road by PTI
workers,

Strict secunty measures on the eve of PTI
protest

The party leaders lashed out at the election
commission of Pakistan and the present govern-
ment for what they claimed their decision was
based on hatred and injustice, “This government
has muined all imstitutions in the country”
Qasim Suri, the former deputy speaker national
assembly stated. : ;

The admimstration had taken strict security
measures on the eve of the protest demonstra-
tion by the PTI supporters to avert any unto-
ward 1ncident. Baton-wielding policemen were
deploved outside the press club to mamtain
order.

_5uI:rei»‘.:ﬂ:j;uel:ltl}'~ the PTI workers peacefully
dispersed after recurdmg their protest aFams’t

o

the disqualification of former premier Imran
Khan.

President calls for adopting digital technology

for econom

_ Islamabad: President Dr. Arf Alvi has called
for adopting digital technology, 1T tools and
innovations perpetually being made in all sec-
tors, including the accounting and financial sec-
tor for ensuring accelerated economic develop-
ment.

He stated that Pakistan is in dire need of
trained human resources and professionals,
including Chartered Accountants, and it should
increase the number of university graduates and
professionals by adopting online and hybnd
mades of learning in its education system.

Addressing the Members® Convocation of the
Institute of Chartered Accountants of Pakistan
in Islamabad, he called upon the decision-mak-
ers and institutions to set in place an efficient
system {0 keeF track of new and emerging tech-
nologies, evaluate the cost, predict usage and
creale management and support structure for
their speedy adoption to remain abreast with the
developed world.

He underlined the need for the government
sector to adopt the “double-entry™ system of

accounting, and automation as the economies
throughout the world are rapidly shifting to
automation, high-speed financial modules and
secure (TANsacilon systems. )

The President said that Pakistan is in dire
need of trained human resources and profession-
als, including Chartered Accountants, and it
should increase the number of university gradu-

ic development

ates and professionals by adopting online and
hybrid modes of learning in its education sys-

tem.

He said that as compared to the traditional
education system, which is meore reliant on
brick-and-mortar infrastructure, hybrid and
online education could help increase the number
ef'ﬁraduaxe-s in a cost-effective manner.

e further said that two-vear associate degree
programmes should also be considered as the
industry and market were in dire need of slalled
professionals. : i

Dr Anf Alvi also appreciated the Prnime

Minister’s digital skills programme, which has
helped impart digital skills to millions of pecple
from diverse academic backgrounds throughout
Pakistan.
_ The President urged the members of the
financial and accounting sector to provide lead-
ership to help in the documentation of the gcon-
amy, discourage theft and tax evasion, ¢urb cor-
ruption and help the government to generate just
and fair taxes and revenues. INP
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Education of 386000 students
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at risk in Balochistan

The education of 386000 students 15 at nisk in flood-affected areas of
Balochistan. Floods and heavy ramfall damaﬁad around 3,000 government-

runﬁrimary, middle and high schools across t
T

e province.

e damage to schools across Balochistan has affected the schooling of
3.86,000 students. This figure is as per the data shared by the Balochistan
rtment. Although, the independent sources put the
number of students and damaged schools higher than what is being quoted by

Secondary Education De

the officials.

Floods damaged this school in interior Balochistan: Photo provided by

UNICEF

The out-of-school children ratio in Balochistan is already higher than in the
rest of the country. The education department admits that still, over 1 million
children are out of school in the province, lagging behind other provinces of
Pakistan in all key social indicators.

Reconstruction of schools a major challenge for the government

The recent monsoon has further compounded the problems of students. The
number of government-run primary, middle and high schools in Balochistan is
over 15,000. The reconstruction of 3,000 damaged schools 1s a major chal-
lenge for the provincial government, which appears to be least bothered about
the state of education in the province.

So far, the data is only shared at the departmental level. The government has
not spoken about the reconstruction of damaged schools and resuming educa-
tional activities there. UNICEF has only established 22 temporary learning
centers (TLCs) with over 2,000 enrollments. This 1s simply nothing as com-
pared to the number of students deprived of education.

Govt, opposition solely focusing on PSDP

The
solely

rovincial coalition government and the “friendly’ opposition have
ocused on their schemes in the Public Sector Development Program

(PSDP) 2022-23. They want to get the schemes completed and implemented
by hook and crook and uttered not a single word about the reconstruction of

damaged schools.

The reconstruction of schools and ensuring the availabi]ir{; of basic facili-
ties would require billions of rupees. The lives of students should not be put
at [feri[ to study in damaged classrooms as anytime the damaged rooms and
walls can collapse. S0 no risk should be taken in this regard
The Balochistan L_],cwernment, UNICEF and other non-governmental organ-
a

1Zations on nation

and international levels working for the promotion of

education should take notice of the situation and ensure the reconstruction of
damaged schools, Then, the students should be allowed to keep continue their

stalled studies.

Continuing US quest for an
ally in South Asia

Pakistan, once a
major non-MATO ally,
has doled out great
sacrifices in the US
lobal war on ferror.

Ibeit unprecedented
gohhcal. economic and
uman_sufferings of
the Pakistani people
and secunty forces to
make the superpower

much more secure and
immune to  terror
attacks, Washington
brushed aside

Islamabad’s invaluable
contributions to
embrace New Delhi
tor a lanzer game in the
wider cxlnanse, .
The whiplash gullcy*
makers in the US aban-
doned Pakistan and
pinned hopes on India
to help recoup its
strategic influence in
the ~ Indo-Pacific.
Notwithstanding
Washington's vears-
long soft-soap
ﬁfpmach 1o appease
New Delhi, the South
Asian  country  has
never shied away from
bringing an embarrass-
ment to Washington.
India bypassed the US
sanctions to purchase
5-400 missile defense
systems and oil from

Russia, _  ditchin
America international-

}rﬁﬁm‘ the maiden in-
erson meeting of the
ndo-Pacific Economic
Framework  (IPEF),
India, a cornerstone of
the US President Joe

Biden's Indo-Pacific
stratery and the Quad
frontline state, once
again hoodwinked

America by pulling out
from the ministerial
statement on the io

most  pillar of the
framework, trade, over
environment and labor

discrimination,
Originally
announced during

Biden’s trip to Japan in
May, the pan-Asian
deal doesn’t cut tariffs
or give greater market
access (0 participating
countries. Given these
two elements form the
foundation of any mul-

tilateral  economic
cooperation, the initia-
tive was largely an

attempt to demonstrate
solidarity of the group-
mﬁ; still, New Dethi
didn’t miss the oppor-
tunity to stigmatise the
US on a global stage.

Biden’s roster

encompassed initiating
environment, labour
and other standards in
Asia through the 1PEE.
Yet India blew up all
the “high-standard pro-
VISIons to promote a
sustainable and inclu-
sive economic growth
in a Jiffy. As a result,
ambiguity looms over
New Delhi’s commit-
ment to the US, which
secks the initiative as a
*durable model’ for the
other countries in the
world.

The framework 1sn’t
a free trade agreement
(FTA) either like the
avant-garde Regional
Comprehensive
Economic Agreement
R{“EP?. which covers
3 billion population
and $26.3 trillion GDP
in trade, investment
and economic and
technical cooperation
in addition to crafting
new rules for e-com-
merce and]ilét_ellec[ulitl
property. India with-
drew at the last gasp
from the RCEF; it is
still the world's largest
FTA. .

_Washington has been
giving a cold shoulder
to economic ambitions

of the countries in the
region by prioritising
the US strategic inter-
ests. The new US Indo-
Pacific strategy explic-
itly states its “consid-
ered but rejected” idea
of scaling back mili-
tary presence over the
region’s strategic
mmportance in the 21st
century,
 After Donald Trump
n 2017 dialed back the
US proclivity for the
region’s economy and
reireated  from  the
Trans Pacific
Partnership, Biden sus-
tains his predecessor’s
aloof legacy and does-
n't lay out a definite
plan for regional peace
and prosperity. This is
where the IPEF sounds
an alarm_for other
Indo-Pacific  states
about regional security.
Overlapping  inter-
ests on supply chains
among the ‘member
states further obscure
the success of the
IPEF. South Korea
wants to establish itself
as a rule maker within
the framework; the
Biden administration’s
Inflation  Reduction
Act is threatening mul-

tilateralism and
Seoul’s economic aspi-
rations by providing
tax credits to electric
vehicles (EVs) assem-
bled in North Amenca.

The legislation not
only puts leading
Korean EV giants in
the US at disadvan-
tage, 1t also pushes
them in a spiraling
supply chain crisis as
the manufacturers will
be required to source at
least 40% in 2023 to
80% in 2029 of the EV
batte components
from Morth America or
countries having a free
trade agreement with
the US. The Korean
parliament earlier this
month passed a resolu-
tion to express con-
cems on the new rules.
_ Even as the scheme
15 aimed at lessening
reliance on China ar
asserts to create mil-
lions of American
manufacturing  jobs,
the plan may hit the
snag if it excludes
China where almost
70% of the announced
EV battery production
capacity is projected to
be concentrated by
2030,

Pakistan is wobbling
in choppy waters, liter-
ally as well as figura-
tively, & natural disaster
has overlapped a politi-
cal crisis. There 15 a
Erol._vrng sense of fore-
oding about what may
happen during the next
few days. Dark clouds
are hovering on the
horizon. Again, politi-
cally and meteorologi-
cally.
Because of how popu-
lar  imagination  is
hooked on politics, not
enough attention is paid
by the media 1o the rain
emergency that has
deepened during  the
ast few weeks There
ave been reports in the
main news bulletins but
almost no mention is
made of the misery of
millions of citizens
across wast terraing in
talk shows and other
regular features,

And just when the
magnitude  of = the
calamity was beginning
to break into the con-
sciousness of our opin-
ion makers, the Shahbaz
Gill episode has sudden-
ly become the nation’s
foremost precccupation,
For once, this would be
a legitimate distraction,
considering its possible
political fallout. The
dramatic developments
that were played out on
Friday are likely to
become a catalyst in the
ongoing power struggle.

In many ways, the ni-
tiative rests with Imran
Khan to take decisive
political action, He has
certainly been building
up the tempo with large

In choppy waters

public rallies and the
show staged in Lahore
on the eve of the
Independence Day must
have boosted the confi-
dence of his supporters,
It was a well-designed
political extravaganza.
But what happened on
Friday could not have
been a part of any
lanned strategy. After
shahbaz Gill's arrest for
allegedly ingitin
mutiny among arme
forces in a statement
telecast live by ARY,
Imran Khan himself and
other PTI leaders were
cautiously  distancing
themselves from the
remarks made by the
party's most strident
spokesperson. In  the
Senate, PTI leader
Faisal Javed was cate-
orical in repudiating
the stance that had been
adopted by Shahbaz
GillLAll this changed on
Friday  after video
recordings of how
Imran Khan's chief of
staff was brought 1o
court became wviral
There he was visibly in
[J_am and erying out for
1is respiratory mask. A
clip was shared by the
PTI's official Twitter
account, describing the
scene as “heartbreak-
ing” Trrespective of a
contradictory statement
of the Islamabad police
and partisan assertions
that Shahbaz Gill had
been certified as healthy
in a medical report, the
visuals and allegations
made by PTI leaders
seriousl raised the
issue of torture. It is
something the federal

government would have
to deal with against the
backdrop of nsing ten-
sions

Imran Khan tock the
charge of torture to
another level and said in
a tweet: “All the pic-
tures & wvideos show
clearly Gill was tortured
both mentally & physi-
cally incl sexual abuse —
most 100 grucsome 10
relate”. He immediately
went into action and
drove to the Pakistan
Institute. of Medical
Sciences (Pims) to see
Shahbaz Gill, where the
PTI leader was sent by
the sessions court.

Not allowed to mest
his chief of staff, he
announced protest ral-
lies in support of
Shahbaz Gill across the
country, with he himself
leading one in
Islamabad on Saturday
evening. Hence the
threat of public disorder
has become real. That
Pumjab is now governed

by the PTI, care of
Parvez  Elahi. may
strenathen Imran

Khan’s hand to some
extent. Yet, there is con-
siderable ambiguity
about how the powers
that be will deal with
the unfolding scenaro.
Already, proceedings
against Imran Khan
have been imtiated with
reference to the Election
Commission of
Pakistan’s wverdict on
foreign funding and the
Toshakhana case. On
Friday, the ECP issued
notices of Imran Khan,
Fawad Chaudhry and
Asad Umar for making

“intemperate and con-

temptuous remarks”
against the electoral
walchdog,

With a renewed focus
on this fateful political
conflict, the rain disas-
ter and massive dismup-
tion in the lives of a
large number of people
will remain somewhat
in the background. But
there is one incident that
intertwines the rain dis-
aster with the current

olitical upheaval

omething seems mys-
terious about this con-
nection and how it is
evolving.l am referring
to that tragic helicopter
crash in which we lost

six army personnel,
includin Lit-Gen
Sarfraz Ali. This crash

took place in Lasbela, a
district of Balochistan
on the first day of this
month. Now, this was a
flood relief operation
and bad weather was
said to be a reason for
the accident.

Strangely, this heli-
copter crash prompted a
negative campaign in
the social media of such
a nature that the military
authonities had to take
cogmsance, In a press
conference this week,
Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif’ blamed
Imran Khan for “patron-
ising” his Chief of Staff
Shahbaz Gill and others
for launching this cam-
paign. In any case, an
extensive invesligation
is in progress and some
arrests have been made,

Meanwhile, the full
extent of the devastation
caused by the rains, in

By Ghazi Salahuddi
terms of lives lost and
property destroyed, has
not been adequately
explored by the national
media. And more floods
have been predicted in
the coming days. Not
many human stories of
suffering have been
reported 1o underline
the gravity of this disas-
ter. -
It is not surprising
that the foreign media
has demonstrated the
right editorial judgment
by 1g;wmg maore attention
to Pakistan’s rain havoe
than to its political cri-
sis. On Wednesday, The
Guardian had a detailed
report with this head-
line: “Pakistan floods
kill 580 and bring mis-
ety to millions”. The

sub-heading said:
“Government accused
of inaction as down-
pours  leave schools
destroyed, homes

ruined, crops failing,
and cholera on the rise”.
On July 24, The MNew
York Times had a story
“Pakistan’s deadly flood
season worsened by cli-
mate change and bad
infrastructure”,

Yes, we do have our
daily ¢lips of the Mood
situation, mainly of
ferocious currents cut-
ting across roads and
bridges and poor settle-
ments, On Thursday, a
car was swept away by
the flood waters of
Malir River in Karachi,
with its seven passen-
gers all drowned, But it
was not a lead story and
lacked personal details
about the lives that were
lost,

Digital platform
work in Pakistan

igital  plat-
D forms are the
latest form of
[nternet-
enabled tech-
nologies which
have found ingenious
ways to offer goods and
services to global con-
sumers. Digiial platforms
have made their way into
poorer countries like our
own as well, where mid-
dle and upper-class con-
sumers use varied apps to
find transportation, and to
get food, groceries or
even medicines delivered
to  their doorsteps.
Entrepreneurs astute
enough to create digital
platforms which serve an
untapped market niche
are well rewarded. Yet,
these digital platforms are
not too great an option for
the multitudes of people
who provide the back-
breaking labour needed to
enable digital platforms
to function.
~ Before getting into the
issue of labour exploita-
tion via digital platforms,
it is worth noting how
digital platforms are
themselves part of a per-
vasive gig economy that
has become an Increas-
ll}gi}’ significant source
of plobal employment.
The glghuccrnﬂm}r has cre-
ated ~ short-term  casual
and contract-hased
employment opportuni-
ties that are readily
replacing full-time and
permanent employment
positions. Hirng tempo-
rary workers for a flexi-
ble number of hours
enables businesses to be
nimble, and to minimise
oparational costs and lia-
bilities associated with
labour welfare. While the
ig  economy  enables
usinesses to maximise

profits, gig work can fur-
ther disempower the
labour force,

Gig work via digital
platforms is now poised
to  further  transform
labour markets around
the world, Yet, digital
platforms are part of the
ongoing mutation of a
global production system
which has caused this lat-
est form of labour casual-
isation. Global supply
chaing are rife with
exploitation of labour,
ranging  from  wage
ex%mtutlun and exposure
to hazardous work condi-
fions, to gender discrimi-
nation, and even coerced
and child labour, The
number of intermediaries
involved in convoluted

lobal  supply chains,

owever, makes it easy
for multinational corpora-
tions and other big busi-
nesses to distance them-
selves from blame when
labour abuse problems
are reported, o when a
workplace disaster occurs
at a site producing prod-
ucts for major brand
names.

 Just as large corpora-
tions try to shrug respon-
sibility = for  labour
exploitation in their sup-
Fly chains, digital plat-
arms  often  describe
themselves as mere tech-
nological platforms rather
than as employers to
evade their responsibility
to ensure worker rights,
Yet, many people who
work full-time for com-
panies like Uber consider
this platform to be their
emplover,

_The demand to regulate
digital labour platforms is
slowly gaining traction in
industrialised countries.
It is also encouraging to
note the work done by the

Center for  Labour
Research and Fairwork
Pakistan to rate seven
large digital labour plat-
forms ([Uber, Careem,
Foodpanda, Bykea,
Daraz, Cheetay, Airli?t
Jovi,  InDriver, an
Gharpa) against basic
rnciples of fair work,
eir resultant research
report has focused on the
operations of these digital
platforms in Islamabad
and Rawalpindi, and it
also plans to broaden the
scope of analysis to other
areas. But even this limit-
ed analysis has found that
the major digital plat-
forms in Pakistan are not
adhening to basic princi-
ples such as provision of
decent pay, safe working
conditions,  transparent
contracts, fair manage-
ment practices, or allow-
ing workers the right to
organise. :
airwork’s timely
research has demonstrai-
ed the need for a legally
binding definition of dig-
ital labour platforms in
Pakistan. Digital work is
estimated to employ 2%
of the national workiorce
in online and location-
based services, and such
digitally enabled employ-
ment i5 projected to see
rapid growth in coming
gars. Thus, digital plat-
orms must be subjected
to  effective regulation
which may include self-
regulation  mechanisms
which are cross-checked
vid rigorous third-party
assessments. It is also
important that some of
the onus of regulating
digital labour platforms
must be placed on coun-
tries where multinational
digital platforms such as
er of Foodpanda are
headquartered.

Demographic engineering

By Malik Muhammad Ashraf

Indian authorities have
recently permitted tem
rary residents in Indian
Megally Occupied
Jammu and  Kashmir
(HOJK ) to register as vot-
ers. This is yet another
attempt by the Indian
ﬁo\rﬂmmen; to change the

emographic features of
Kashmir,

This move follows the
promulgation of a new
domicile law after the
repeal of Article 370 of
the Indian comstitution,
revukin%'the special sta-
s of the state and its
bifurcation into two terri-
tories. The announced
measure 15 likely to add
2.5 million more voters,
which the local popula-
tion fears would allow the
BIP government to alter
the demographics of the
re;juqn. o

L 15 @ simsler move to
convert  the Muslim
maéclnry Nt & minorty
in due course of time and
has rightly been rejected
and  condemned by
Pakistan. The action con-
stitutes the blatant viola-
tion of the Geneva
Convention and the UN
resolutions  on  the
Kashmir dlSJJLIH:. After
the end of World War [1,
as a consequence of the
initiative taken by the
International Committes
of Red Cross, the
Diplomatic [:nnﬁ:rence
for the Establishment of
International Convention
for Protection of Victims

of War was held in
Geneva, which adopted
the fourth  Geneva

Convention on 12 August
1949 1t is one of the four
treaties of the Geneva
Conventions,

While the first three

conventions dealt with
combatants, the fourth
Geneva Convention was
the first to deal with
humanitanan protections
for civilians in a war

zone. Currently, 196
countries are to the
1949 eneva
Conventions,

In 1993, the UN

Secunty Council adopted
a report from the secre-
tary general and 4 com-
mission of experts which
concluded  that  the
Geneva Conventions had
passed into the body of
customary international
law, thus making them
binding even on non-sig-
natories to the conven-
tions  whenever  they
engage in armed con-
flicts.

Article 27 of the
Geneva IV states:
“Protected persons are
entitled, in all circum-
stances, to respect for
their persons, their hon-
our, their family rights,
their religious convic-
tions and practices, and
their manners and cus-
toms. They shall at all
times be humanely treat-
ed, and shall be protected
c?_pcc_mﬂ'}' against all acts
of violence or threats
thereof  and  against
insults and public cuniosi-
v

" Amicle 49 of the
Geneva IV says: “The
Oceupying Power shall
not deport or transler
parts of its own civilian
opulation into the termi-
ary it occupies.” Article
32 of the convention
adds: “The High
Contracting Parties
specifically agree thai
each of them is prohibited
from taking any measure

of such a character as to
cause the physical suffer-
ing or extermination of
otected persons in their
ands. This prohibition
applies not only to mur-
der, torture, corporal pun-
ishments ... but also to
any other measures of
brutality by civilian or
military agénis™
Giving voting rights to
non-residents and allow-
mﬁ_ people  from  the
Indian mainland to buy
operty in IIOJK is in
ET‘E&I’.‘J] of Article 49 of
the  fourth
Convention,
_ Indian security forces
in IIOJK are the UE;’IEP}_’-
ing power by all defini-
tions  since  Kashmir’s
fate, as LN resolu-
tions, is to be decided
through a plebiscite held
under the auspices of the
world bc?}h a ]ﬁosmgn
which the UNSC has reit-
erated in its three infor-
mal meetings after the
Modi regime revoked the
state’s special status.
After the s{:rappmﬁ of
Article 370 of the Indian
constitution, the entire
population of Kashmir is
under siege, and they
have been denied contact
with the outside world;
there is a complete lock-
down im the valley, and
people are not even given

Geneva

Access [0 MOsgues.
International media,
human rights organiza-
tions  like  Amnesty
International and even

UN Human Rights com-
mission in its reports has
commoborated blatant vio-
lations of human rights in
HOJK, The discovery of
mass graves at 3% sites
also lends currency to the
inhumane treatment of

the local population by
Indian security forces.
Through the foregoing
actions India has not onl
torn asunder the fourt
Geneva Convention but
also pummelled the UN
resplutions with regard to

the  plebiscite  and
breached  international
faw with impunity

It 15 indeed regrettable
that neither the TN nor
the big powers have
shown real interest in
stopping India in its
tracks and resolving the
Kashmir conflict as per
the LN resolutions. Their
indifference to the devel-
opments taking place in
the valley and the fallout

of those provocative
measures is encouraging
Indian hegemonic

designs in the region,

India is being ruled by
a diehard follower of the
supremacist RSS ideolo-
gy of Hindutva, which
takes inspiration  from
Mazism. It has already
started showing its ugly
face in the form “of
enhanced Indian hostility
towards Pakistan. Indian
leaders have repeatedly
threatened Pakistan of
dire consequence, and on
February 2019, India
made its intentions clear
when it sent planes to
bomb imagined terrorist
camps in Balakot, osten-
sibly in retaliation for the
Pulwama incident. It is
interesting 1o note that an
Indian iUlITIIEl]I_S{ close to
the BIP regime later
revealed  that the
Pulwama incident was
stage-managed by the
Modi government to win
elections and find an
excuse 1o lake aclion
against Pakistan

India has also been
supporting insurgency in
Balochistan and acts of
terrorism  throughout the
country as cormoborated
by the revelations made
by the captured Indian
spy Kulbhushan Jhadav

s it not a pity that a
state which has shown no
respect for UN resolu-
tions, international law
and the fourth Geneva
Convention is being sup-
ported for a permanent
seat in the Security
Council, besides prop-
ping it up as a regional
SUPErpower through
transfer of nuclear tech-
nology and NSG waiver
in complete violation of
the  Nuclear  Non-
Proliferation Treaty?

They fail to realize that
any such eventuality
would lead to perennial
instability in the region
and foreclose any chance
of resolution of the
Kashmir dispute
~ The Modi govermment
is rightly perceived as a
threat to peace and secu-
rity in  the region.
Pakistan has been persist-
ently warning the waorld
ﬂnd_ the Uﬂ about lngmn
esigns and urging them
to intervene I:lrcg;'m% it i
too late. )

Pakistan and India are
nuclear powers, and any
military  confrontation
between them can have
disasirous consequences
not only for them but also
for the entire region and
beyond. Those who cry
hoarse from_ every con-
venient rooftop to pro-
nounce their humanitari-
an credentials and adher-
ence to international law,
the UN Charter and
Conventions,

Animal cruelty
in Pakistan

“he indiffer-
ence, callous-
ness, and con-
tempt that so

many people exhibit
toward animals is evil
first because it resulls in
great suffering in ani-
mals, and second because
1|::E results in an mg.':}!lu;law
at impoverishment
Diyﬂ'lgér?'lumanpgpirit.” 1 did
not pen these words.
Albert Einstein did. Istam
also forbids weating ani-
mals cruelly or killin
them except for food
Zabiha rules stipulate
how an animal to be
slaughtered must not be
mistreated or caused
undue pain. Yet, animal
cruelty is rampant and
exists in varied forms in
countries like ours

We live in a country
where political leaders
have been known to hold
political rallies  with
caged and chained lions,
anaﬁ where animals like
turtles given away as
party favours at chil-
dren’s birthdays. Many
well-to-do people pay a
lot of money to purchase
expensive cats, dougs, or
birds but treat them cal-
lously. Cruelty towards
animals is not the reserve
of rich people only,
Cruelty 10 animals espe-
cially donkeys, horses
and mules is also wide-
spread. These animals are
overworked, under-fed,
and harshly beaten by
their owners.

Some recent attempts
at humane dog population
management and mass
vaceinations in Karachi
have dissipated. Instead,

the recent uproar follow-
mg] the negligence of ani-
mal owners and attacks
by puard dogs on pedes-
trians in Karachi
unleashed another unwar-
ranted attacks on dogs all
over the country. Several
neighbourhoods  started
instigating  municipal
organisations to shoot
siray dogs on sight. Use
of strychnine polson was
once again allowed to
poison dogs

There is a general
absence of adequate laws
related to animal welfare
and animal slaughter, and
the existing laws that
exist are not adequatel
implemented. Pakistan’s
Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act (1390) aims
to protect many animals,
including draught ani-
mals. This law is however
outdated and does not
reflect the prevalent sci-
entific, cultural, or com-
mercial compulsions per-
taining to animal welfare,
It 15 time to update this
law to protect both pet
and wild animals, to insti-
tute mechanisms for their
care, and define conse-
quence for those who are
neglectful towards ani-
mals.

[t is encouraging that
the Halal Authority Act
(2015} has not only man-

d humane treatment
of animals throughout the
slaughter process,  but
also prohibited animals
from seeing one another
being slaughtered,
However, there has been
little implementation of
this law,

While animal abandon-

Sved Mohammad Ali

ment  is  illegal in
Pakistan, there is scant
regulation on how animal
owners should care for
their animals, Moreover,
zoos across Pakistan are
noterious for their é;om'
conditions, Prompled by
international  ecriticism
over the Islamabad zoo's
maltreatment of the ele-
hant, Kaavan, the
Istamabad High Court
issued an unprecedented
ruling last vear, It ordered
that the enfire zoo of over
four hundred animals to
be closed and all the ani-
mals within it to be trans-
ferred to appropriate
wildlife sanctuanes in the
short period of two
meonths. The rush to
empty the zoo caused the
death of a pair of lions
which passed away, two
days apant, duning ther
transfer from the zoo to a
farmhouse in Kasur city
instead of a sanctuary as
had been directly by the
court.

Pakistan also urgently
needs 1o enact legislation
detailing specific welfare
requirements for the rear-
ing of farm animals dur-
ing distinct phases of
rearing, transport, and
slaughter. Such require-
menis must be legally
binding and species-spe-
cific and aligned with
international ammal wel-
fare standards. Regular
inspections of farms and
slaughter establishments
would have to be carried
out with a special focus
on animal welfare or the
situation on the ground
will mot change for the
better




Feed additives to play a significant role
in recovering poultry industry: CEN

BEUING: Feed addi-
tives could play a signifi-
cani role in Pakistan
recovering poultry indus-
l?, China Economic Met
(CEN} reported on Friday
uoting  Dr. Waseem

bbas, Pakistan National
Manager of a feed tech-
nology company, based in
Beijing.

"After the flonds, the
prices of raw malerials
such as corn, soybean
meals, and oil are sky-
rocketing. At this point,
feed additives will play a
significant role in provid-
ing least-cost feed formu-
lation and expedite the
poultry indusiry recov-
ery”, sand Dr Waseem
Abbas said in an inter-
view with CEN.

Poultry is the second

largest  industry  in
Pakistan after textile. It
provides employment to
almost 1.5 million peo-
le. However, due to the
loods, over 735,000 live-
stock and 2 million acres

of crops  have been
adversely impacted, and
severe damages have

been done to communica-
tions infrastructure

If we replace soyheans
with proteins, oil with
emulstfiers, even a small
amount can bring signifi-
cant nutrition value and
serve as a least-cost solu-
tion for farmers.
Enzymes, in particular,
are the most needed fee
additives in Pakistan :

In the past, most of
enzymes were imported
from Europe, but now

China is making chea
sources of enzymes with
equal quality * with the
method of submerged lig-
wid  fermentation In
Pakistan's feed additive
market nowadavs, over
half comes from China",
he told CEN reporter.

In feed formulation,
additives takes up only
10% of the content, but it
15 equally important 1o
the rest S0% in that they
are essential to improving
the feed stuff digestibility
and enhancing the feed
conversion rate. The pro-
biotics is indispensable in
maintaining the balance
of animal intestinal flora
and reducing the applica-
tion of antibiotics. " "I'm
lad to see that Chinese
eed companies INP

Relentless fed rate hikes

unleash cycle of hyperinflation
in world: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD: The
Federal Reserve's relent-
less drive o jack up the
benchmark interest rate
to cool the decades-high
inflation in the US has
unleashed a cyele of
hyperinflation in other
parts of the world, fore-
ing central  banks to
aggaressively increase the
rates to tackle the cost-of-
living crisis.

It is inent to men-
tion here that the Fed has
increased its benchmark
interest rate five times,
including three consecu-
tive 75 basis-point rate
hikes in June, July and
September 2022, bring-
ing the rate 1o a range
between 3-3.25%_ in a
bid to cool demand.

However, the Fed’s
drive to keep jacking up
the rates as  also
strengthened the US dol-
lar to historic levels, bat-
tering its main competing
currencies and  stoking
heightened inflationary
pressures, experts said.

Talking to WealthPK,
Dr Jameel Ahmad, the
Governor of State Bank
of Pakistan said that
financial markets in
Pakistan and the rest of
the world mostly picked
the direction of the
Federal Reserve, “As the
Fed increases the rate, it
is natural that other cen-
tral banks, including the
State Bank of Pakistan,
will have to push their

r-..
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policy rates up to deal
with the expected uptick
in the cost-push inflation
as high-flying dollar
cranks up  the import
bills,”

“Sipce the US 15 also
experiencing record high
inflation, the Fed increas-
es the policy rate to cool
it  down. Increasing
benchmark rates is the
only option available
with the central banks to
curb inflation as when
demand decreases, the
prices will fall automati-
cally,” he said

Jameel Ahmad said
that macroeconomic poli-
cies of the United States,
including its monetary
and fiscal policies, have
gravely affected the
world economy, as major
currencies are closely
related to the dollar. “US
inflation dumping wreaks
havoe as its shifts its bur-
den to the rest of the
world.”

He further said that the
Fed's rate increases often
result in an increase in the
value of the US dollar,
which leads to a decrease
in the value of other cur-
rencies, including the
Pakistani rupee.
“Investors, who have
invested in  emerging
markets to take advan-
tage of higher rates of
refurn, may find invesi-
ment in the US more
attractive as rising dollar
value prompts them to

move the capital to_the
US, Capital outflow
towards the US markets
is squeering the inflows
for other countries like
Pakistan.’

The SBP governor said
that in the wake of the
Fed's rate hikes, they
needed to observe how
the central banks of
emerging eCcOnomies
would respond. “If the
central banks focus en
interest rate parity and
align their policies effi-
ciently, it won't have as
much of an impact on
their markets.”

Dr  Zahid  Asghar
Director of School of
Economics at Quaid-i-
Azam  University, told
WealthPE that the ripple
effect of the Fed rate
hikes, such as weakening
other major currencies,
spurring capilal outflows
from developing coun-
tries, and increasing debt
repayments, had caused a
number of complex prob-
lems in the global eco-
nomic and financial sys-
tems.” Any increase in the
LIS dollar causes hyperin-
flation in developing
countries as they mostly
depend on imports to
meet their local con-
sumption. Pakistan is
being hit hard because of
high food and enersy
prices as these commodi-
ties are priced in dollar on
the world market,” he
explained INP

ISLAMABAD; Ex Presidents of GCCI Muhamamd Shoaib Buit
and Iklag Butt present a cheque for PM Flood Relief Fund to
Prime Minister Imran Khan Shehbaz Sharif.

Flood-prone areas need
safe housing structures:
expert: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD: More
than &.000,00 houses
have been damaged and
about 1.5 million par-
tially washed away by
floeds in Pakistan. The
flood-prone areas need
a plan for safe and
secure housing struc-
tures to avoid recur-
rence of a disastrous sit-
uation in  future, Dr
Avaz Ahmad of the
Pakistan Institute of
Development
Economics  (PIDE
shared these views wit
the WealthPK.

Dr Ayaz suggested
that the government
construct  houses for
flood victims in a safe
area_where there is no
possibility of flooding
in futureé. The houses
shoyld be constructed
vertically rather than
horizontally, and 1In
order to build high
quality houses, the gov-
ernment should import

raw materials with a
high life expectancy at
low prices, he said.

He said the govern-
ment recently complet-
ed 100 housing units for
flood wictims in Tank
(IKP} within one month
These units are con-
structed with the latest
construction materials
and technologies 1o
withstand extreme
weather conditions, and
are equipped with basic
necessities such as solar
system, schools, clinics,

etc.

"The floods have
badly damaged the edu-
cation sector. In order
to overcome this issue,
schools  have  been
included in this housing
project, The school is
equipped with comput-
ers and other modern
facilities,” he added.

“The health sector
also suffered the worst,
with water-borne dis-

gases spreading in the
flood-affected areas. A
medical clinic equipped
with advanced technol-
qgg has been estab-
lished by the govern-
ment for protection and
health care of the pub-
lic, There are also basic
medical facilities that
would aid in the treat-
ment of the local gc:Hau-
lation.  About LH0
indigenous trees have
been planted around the
construction  site”, he
added.Dr Ayaz said the
Sindh government had
decided to launch a
Rs110 billion housing
pm]iect with the finan-
cial assistance of the
World Bank. In addi-
tion, he said, incentives
have been provided to
the growers. Around
three million houses
partially or completely
destroyed by floods
would be reconstructed
by various public. INP

Security cordon thrown
as ECP to pronounce
Toshakhana verdict today

ISLAMABAD: A
heavy security cordon
has been thrown around
the office of Election
Commission of
Pakistan (ECP} as the
Commission is set to
pronounce the verdict
against former prime
minister Imran Khan in
the Toshakhana case at
2pm today (Friday)

The ECP has Jissued
notices  to all  the
respondents including

Imran Khan in this
regard,
‘ollowing issuance

of the security order hg
the ECP, about 1,15
security men including

one S5P, five SPs, six
DSPs have been
deploved at the ECP
buslding,

The ECP has
demanded Rangers, FC
and police from the
interior  ministry for
security which have
alsc been deployed.

The authorities have
also Limited the entry
inte Red Zone Police
officials said they have
declared high alert and
will not allow PTI
activists to reach the
ECP office,

The ECP  had
reserved the verdict in
the Toshakhana case on

September 19 last.

he reference was
filed against the PTI
chairman by the coali-
tion government, for
"not sharing details" of
Toshakhana  gifts  and
proceeds  from  their
alleged sale.
Established in 1974,
the Tosha-khana is a
department under the
administrative control
of the Cabinet Division
and stores precious
gifts given to rulers,
arliamentarians,
ureaucrats, and offi-
cials by heads of other
governments and states
and foreign INP

NATIONAL .o

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi in group photo with members of the insti-
tute of Charted Accountants of Pakistan (ICAP).

Bamboo to reverse land degradation in
Pakistan following Chinese experience

ISLAMABAD: Bamboo
plantation has rich potential to
reverse land degradation in
Pakistan, Gwadar Pro reported
on Friday gquoting Muhammad
Umar Faroog, a senior official of
Rangeland Research Institute,
Mational Agriculture Research
Center. -

“Bamboo can be a crtical pant
of Pakistan’s ongoing efforts to
reforest dcgradcflan as well as
create jobs and reduce poverty,”

“Bamboo s like gold for poor
farmers, Qur farmers use it for
sheltering, ski folding and use
them as roofs, furniture, mats
and decoration peces. They can
earn 1000 to 3000 rupees daily
per person right from the ﬁelcﬂ-
to the factories.”

Umar Faroog told Gwadar Pro
that they specified the planting
requirements to the farmers,
such as the plant-to-plant dis-
tance. “If the number of plants
per acre is more, then the pro-
duction will be improved.”

Landslides, wind erosion and
desertification are converling
urigated lands. In Pakistan
around 27 thousand hectares of
land face deforestation per vear
Umar suggested that all the
asmc:atedb departments coordi-
nate and address the issues
through bamboo plantation.

“| prefer bamboo because it is
a_fast-growing Elant. Trees like
pine take 20 to 25 yvears to meet
the requirements, Bamboo is a
plant which can fully grow in 4
to 5 vears, Within 4 vears, 18 to
20 smaller plants can be grown
around the bamboo, and these
smaller plants are very benefi-
cial in land holding.

After the rainfall. the soil will
not erode, the plants’ root system
will be holding the  soil
Similarly, when melted glaciers
cause floods and hit the plants,
they still hold the soil and pro-
tect it from erosion.” he said.

Bamboo industry in Pakistan
15 not well-organized, However,

things will change as Pakistan
became a permanent member of
The International Network of
Bamboo and Rattan (INBAR),
an organization headquartered in
China that promotes environ-
mentally sustainable develop-
ment using bamboo. Umar
Faroog believes that there wall
be more Pak-China cooperation
in the bamboo industry in the
future “The industry can pro-
duce different products, For
gxample, China is producing
bamboo floors, and even bam-
boo fiber--the world’s most
expensive fiber. If we take guid-
ance from them and give atten-
ton o the bamboo sector under
the umbrella of INBAR, we can
enhance the economy of the
country.” Umar Faroog noted.

China 1z home to over Z00
species of bamboo, and ranks
irst in bamboo research world-
wide. Umar Faroog sugpested
joint research on  bamboo
germplasm INP

ADB sanctions $1.5bn
to promote social protection,
food security in Pakistan

MANIL A: The  Asian
Development Bank (ADB) has
approved §$1.5 billion in finane-
ing to help Pakistan provide
social protection, promote food
security, and su]l:bpurt _employ-
ment for its people amid devas-
tating floods and %'lobal supply
chain disruptions, the multilater-
al lender said on Friday

The loan, provided under
ADB's Building Resilience with
Active Countercyclical
Expenditures (BRACE)
Program, will help fund the gov-
emment’s $2.3 billion counter-
cyclical development expendi-
ture programme designed to
cushion the impacts of external

shocks, including the Russian
invasion of Ukraine.
“Pakastan’s recovery from the
COVID-19 pandemic has been
impeded by external shocks,”
smd ADB Director General for
Central and West Asia Yevgeniy
Zhukov “Increasing  business
costs and rising living expenses
are  affecting millions of
Pakistanis, espema]l]r the poor
and wvulnerable, ADBs pro-
gramme will help the govemn-
ment manage the impacts of
high prices, increasing, food
msecunty, slowing  business
activity, and reducing income
for vulnerable groups, many of
whom are also reeling from the

China-Pakistan Digital
Corridor to enhance
cooperation in IT
sector: Pak Envoy

BELING: Pakistan and China have ag
three new corridors, including the |
Digital Cornidor that would help enhancing cooperation
in different fields of 1. T, said Pakistan's Ambassador to
China, Moin ul Hague, in an interview with China

Economic MNet (CEN),

Moin ul Hague told CEN that Pakistan has a rich
repertoire of talent and human resources in different
fields of science and technology and IT-based science
and technology have become very important for
Pakistan. "We would be an important source of help for
: levelopment. So, we are
working together to set up training centres in Pakistan
for developing software in different fields of IT", he
stated. He further said that the two countries recently
il)gre_ed to launch three new corridors: the China-

akistan Green Corridor, which will focus on the agri-
cultural environment, food security, and green develop-
ment, the China-Pakistan Health Corridor which will
help Pakistan get efficiency in the medical figld, and
Ulﬁ\lcltla] Comdor which will

China in terms of software

then the China-Palaistan
boost Pakistan's [T industry

ed to launch
hina-Pakistan

Sadiq.

Pakistan, Turkiye agree
to enhance cooperation in
field of drama, film

Islamaabd: Pakistan and Turkive have agreed to
enhance cooperation in the field of drama and film

This understanding was reached during a meeting
between Minister for Information and Broadcasting
Marriyum Aurangzeb and a delegation of the
Turkish Film Industry in Istanbul on Friday.

The Turkive Film Industry also agreed to start
joint ventures with Pakistan in the field of film and

drama.
Speaking on

tory in Pakistan.

Marriyum Aurangzeb said Pakistan's northern
arcas have enormous scenic beauty and Turkish
film producers can utilize these sites in their films,

[t was also decided that subjects like acting and
film production will be included to the syllabus in
cooperation with Turkish universities.IN

the occasion,
announced Pakistan's participation for the exhibi-
tion of Pakistani films in the upcoming Film
Festival being held in Turkive next week.
three best Pakistani films can be exhibited in the
festival. She said feasibality will be prepared for
joint ventures between the two countnes,

The two sides also agreed to cooperate for the
establishment of a modern film processing labora-

fon

the Minister

e said

MILITARY ENGINEER SERVICES

TENDER NOTICE

Ordnance Depot Quetla imites sealed bid from
reqgistered Firms with this Depot for supply of misc
stores for which details are avadable on PPRA

website,

2. Tender will open at 1230 hours on 10 Movember
2022,

3. Tender be deposit before 1200 hours on
10 November 2022

Local Purchase Officer
Ordnance Depot Quetta

311344

Quetta Cantonment. Tel: 35681

Ordnance Dapol Quetta

NEW YORK: The digital age 15 in
danger of becomin
age,
Representative, Ambassador Munir
Akram during the General Debate
under Agenda [tem &8 Promotion and
Protection of Human Rights in Third
Committee General Assembly, United
MNations, says a press release received
here on Friday from New York. To
counter the pandemic of disinforma-
tion, he suggested to develop an
[nternational Plan of Action to count-
er disinformation, on-line and off-
line, in the public and private domain
“"We shoul .
stakeholder cooperation
rules and regulations and standards
tor States and social media compa-
mes and business enterpnses. He
viewed that "Pakistan has been a
principal target of India’s disinforma-
tion campaigns for over 3 decades.”
Similarly, disinformation 15 used sys-

Election Commission

devastatinﬁ floods,”  Zhukov
added ADB's financing will
rovide the fiscal space needed
or the government to imple-
ment its countercyclical devel-
o;;lr_m:nt expenditure  package,
which 15 designed to target the
poorest families in Pakistan who
are often disproportionately
affected in times of cnsis.

- The government's support
includes specific measures 1o
promote gender empowerment
and climate change adaptation,
which have become even more
important in light of the recent
floods ADB's assistance  will

help 1o expand the number of
families recerving INP

Four die after
car-carrier
rams into bus

on Motorway

ISLAMABAD: Four persons
died and 14 others were injured in
a traffic accident that occurred on
Motorway (Sall  Range) near
Kallar Kahar on Friday

According to the motorway
police, the accident occurred after
the brakes of the car-carmer trailer
failed and it rammed into a bus
from the rear.

“The injured are being shifted to
Trauma Centre Kallar Kahar”
police said. INP

LHC disposes of
petition against
Rule 2020 of
Transgender Act

LAHORE: The Lahore High
Court (LHC) on Friday disposed
of the petition filed by a citizen
against  Rule 2020 of the
'I%ansggndeﬁr Act, 2018 when the
latter said he was taking his peti-
tion back

Arguing that the rule was
against the nature, Islamic teach-
ings and the country’s laws, the
petitioner said that what was more
tronical was that no medical exam-
ination of thal man or & woman
was required for his or her gender
change. o

“Therefore, it 15 praved to the
court to declare the rule 2020 of
the Act null and void,” read the
petition. INP

Asma Jehangir
Conference
starts in Lahore
tomorrow

LAHORE: The two-day long
Asma Jehangir Conference will be
starting tomorrow  (Saturday) in
Lahore, reported

The conference will be kicked
off at Avan Hotel on Oct 22 and
will continue from %am till Gpm.
On Sunday, the symposium will
start at 10:30am and conclude at
532 30pm.

The judges of superior judiciary,
foreign ambassadors, politicians,
lawyers and other prominent per-
sonalities would express their
views on vaned subjects

On Saturday, senior Supreme
Court judge Justice Qaz Faez Isa
would address the symposium,

On Oct 23, Foreign Minister
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari would
address the concluding session of
the Asma Jehangir
Conference. INP

ISLAMABAD: Christian turner British High Commissioner to
Pakistan calls on Federal Minister For Economic Affairs Avaz

Munir Akram suggests to
develop International plan

of action to counter
disinformation

the disinforma-
remarked Permanent

develop through multi-
uniform

KARACHI: Activates of PTI protesting outside provincial
Sindh after Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) on Friday disqualified former Prime Minister
and Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf chairman Imran Khan in the
Toshakhana reference.

tematically and to justify Indian’s 70
vears old suppression of the Kashmir
freedom struggle by portraving it as
“terrorism” and to cover up the war
crimes and crimes against humanity
I}eLn 2 committed in occupied Jammu
an
"The exponential proliferation of
disinformation, especially through
on-line platforms and social media,
has spread social discord; fostered
hate speech, racism, discnmination,
xenophobia, Islamophobia; and exac-
erbated competing nationalisms and
inter-State tensions and conflicis" he
said. "This pandemic of disinforma-
tion must be confronted. countered
and defeated at the national and inter-
national level® he added. He resolved
that Alas affirmed in GA Resolution
T6/227 on
Disinformation, we can succeed in
doing so only through comprehensive
international cooperation. [NP

-ashmir,

Countering
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EU-funded scheme benefits over 2.7m people in Balochistan: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD: The Balochistan Rural De»-e‘mgnwnl and Community Empowerment (BRACE) H\'ggmmme

has benefitted more than 2.7 million people in 2

reports.
Accordin
Khuzdar, Killa Abdul
The

ive-vear programme was funded
Programmes Network (RSPN), Balochistan

Programmes (WRSP) in collaboration with the provincial government. ] .

e scheme was launched in June 2017 and completed in June 2022. The European Union, the donor of this
Rs3 77 billion programme, also engaged a technical assistance parmer DAI-Human Dynamics {DAI-HD), a
leaxl'tﬁ international company, to enable the Balochistan government to foster an enabling environment for
stren

lic sector
Throu
organi

anning,
the programme

trict Tevel,

into a network of people’s own institutions includin
village organisations (VOs), 243 local support organisations

T umion councils of nine districts in the province,

ealthPK

to data, the twplz_whﬁ benefitted from the BRACE Programme belong to Jhal Magsi, Turbat,
lah, Loralai, Pishin, Washuk, Zhob and Duki districts of Balochistan.
blz' the European Union and implemented by Rural Support
ural Support Programme (BRS

and Mational Rural Support

ening the caFacilies of local authorities to manage and involve communities in the statutory local pub-

inancing and implementation processes. . . .

300,000 poor rural households in 257 union councils have been mobilised and
19,129 mmmumg organisations (C0s), 3,085

_$0s) and 33 LS

networks al tehsil and dis-

The data said that support was provided to the organisations to improve the lives and livelihoods of the
households as well as to foster linkages between the community institutions and local governments to improve
basic service delivery.

- .
UETTA: Activates of PT

disgualified former Prime

Toshakhana reference.

Nawaz Sharif,
Maryam and key
figures discuss
political situation

LONDOMN: Former prime minister
Nawaz Sharif had a busy day in
London on Friday

He met his daughter Maryam
Mawaz and other key figures including
Saira Afzal, Bilal Farcoq Tarar, Dr
Darshan Lal, and Sardar Shahjahan
Yusuf During the meeting, the ongo-
m%l political” situation, party affairs,
and other key issues came under dis-
cussion during the meeting Maryam
MNawaz has been in London Tor a cou-
Ec of weeks. A large number of PML-

{ leaders and workers accorded a
warm welcome to the daughter of the
former prime minister [INP

Situation will worsen
if Toshakhana case
decided on political

grounds: Rashid

RAWALPINDL: Awami Muslim
League Pakistan  (AMLP) leader
Shetkh Rashid on Friday said that sit-
uation  will worsen " if Election
Commission of Pakistan E_ECP will
anncunce the verdict of Toshakhana
case on the political grounds. .

Taking 1o Twitter, former Interior
Minister. Rashid said that the UK
Prime Minister Liz Truss resigned due
to inflation in 45 days, while in
Pakistan 77 ministers are the cause of
further inflation.

He further said that the govermnment
is on a ventilator and the Pakistan
Democratic Movement (PDM) is in
state of coma, While he added that the
government is finishing cases on il
and 15 a bad news for the masses for
increasing the inflation )

ECP will announce verdict of
Toshakhana case against former prime
minister and Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) chairman Imran Khan today. INP

Fawad Ch nailed
by Twitterati for
his ignorant
remarks

TSLAMABAD: Former information
minister amd_ PTI leader Fawad
Chaudhry on Friday became a target
of censure either because of his com-
plete ignorance or getting political
scoring as he tried to put the blame of
existing tax levied on mobile phones
on the current coalition govemnment.

In his tweet, Fawad Ch lashed out at
PMLN-led government saying that
“due to heavy taxes, the import of
phones has been decreased by 68%
which is worrying. Today, mobile
phone communication is one of the
most important pillars of the economy.
The government should rationalize
and rationalize the tax. Such a huge
dr?_Pm imports will hit us hard ™

ut to make the record straight, it is
the previous PTI :
tax on the mobile phones in 2018,

The Twitterati. however, nailed
Chaudhry for his ignorance in this regard
saving il was Imran Khan who levied
taxes on the mobile phone consumers.
They also shared Chaudhry’s tweet dai-
ing back to 2018 Al fhat time, he
declared that imposing tax on mobiles
was good for economy as we were
importing mobile phones worth %2 bil-
lion and we had to pay the tax. INP

regime which levied
ph

Minister lauds UK role as
one of largest bilateral
partners of Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: The  Federal
Minister for Economic Affairs, Sardar
Ayaz Sadiq welcomed the British
High Commissioner and acknowl-
edged the role of United Kingdom as
one of the Iarﬁast bilateral partners of
Pakistan. He held a meeting with Dr.
Christian Turner, the British High
Commissioner to Pakistan in his office
on Friday.

The meeting was attended by
Kazim Miaz, the Federal Secretary
EAD, Mr. Humair Karim, Additional
Secretary, EAD and Ms. Jo Moir,
Development Director, FCDO  at
Ministry of economic Affairs, ;

The Minister for Economic Affairs
warmly welcomed the British High
Commissioner and acknowledged the
role of United Kingdom as one of the
largest  bilatera partners  of
Pakistan INP

rotesting after Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP) on Friday
inister and Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf chairman Imran

han in the

Blockchain one of most
attractive emerging

markets in Pakistan:
WealthPK

ISLAMABAD: Blockchain is
one of the most attractive emerg-
ing markets in Pakistan as related
startups raised $13.2 million in the
third quarter of the current fiscal,
WealthPK reports.

According to a recent report of
InvestZInnovate (i21), a consultan-
cy firm, the amount accounted for
20.15% of the total $65.5 million
raised by different starups,

The revenue ﬁfnemied by
blockchain was 6.4% higher than
that of e-commerce stariups in the
third guarter of 2022, For the first
time in the history of Pakistan,
blockchain startups secured the
third position in terms of invest-
ment. Ahmed Manzoor, the chief
executive officer of the Pakistan
Blockchain Institute and ANZ
Technologies, told WrealthPK that
blockchain is a new technology in
Pakistan but it is attracting
imvestors. He said that four years
awo people did not know about

blockchain but they came to know
about it during the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

He said that blockchain is a
backhand technology but most of
the investors did not show interest
in it as they wanted ecasy and
instant profit. “People think that
blockchain is a cryptocurrency
business but this perception 15 not
correct Cryplocurrency 15 8 very
small part of blockchain technolo-
E}y e main branches of

ockehain are suppi?- chaing and
transaction data used in different
sectors where business records are
maintained in digital form ™ he
added_ Ahmed Manzoor said that
manufacturing products locally
was needed the most. He said that
local products of blockchain tech-
nology would benefit the national
economy on sustainable bases.
“Currently, Pakistani freelancers
are just serving international
blockchain firms and getting, INP

Budget of BISP enhanced
to Rs 364 billion: Shazia

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Poverty Alleviation and Social
Safety Shazia Marri has stated
on Friday that budget of BISP
has been enhanced to Rs 364
billion. She said a new payment
mechanism 15 being considered
to ensure that the women bene-
ficiaries get the payments in a
digmfied manner,

he informed the National
Assembly during question hour
that this 5.7 billion rupees pro-
gram is being prepared with the
cooperation_of the Ministry of
Planning. She said the key
interventions under this pro-
gram will include development
of forty village social untcr’rgmi—
gs around agricultore and live-
stock value chains and transfer
of productive assets to the
eighty thousand ultra-poor
households for income genera-
tion and self-reliance. She said
digital skills will be imparted to
fifteen thousand rural poor par-
ticularly the youth to harness
the potential of e-commaerce and

freelancing as well as o bridge
the digital divide between urban
and rural youth. She said finan-
cial services will be provided to
eighty thousand poor house-
holds for livelihood develop-
ment and diversification,

Responding to a supplemen-
tary question, the Minister for
Poverty Allgviation said the
devastating floods have badly
impacted our people. AL pres-
ent, she said, assessment is
being carried out as to how the
floods have impacted their
social economic condition. She
said targeted cash relief has
been provided to the flood vic-
tims wunder Benazir Income
Su gnr!: Program.

gana arri said that the
budget of BISP has heen
enhanced to three hundred and
sixty four billion rupees. She
said a new payvment mechanism
is being considered to ensure
that the women beneficiaries
et the ﬁ%ments in a dignified
manner,

Afghan refugees
create a new living by selling
handicraft products

NEW  DELHI:  Afghan
refugees living in the national
capifal have established a full-
time career making handmade
products and teaching handi-
craft to other refugee women.

Building a new life in India,
the women Afghan refugees liv-
ing in the national capital have
established a full-time career
making handmade products and
teaching handicraft to other
refugee women.

Farida Khair Khwa, 46, an
Afghan refugee who arnved in
India in 2016, teaches art and
craft to at least 60 refugee
women and asylum seekers,
free of cost in South Delhi's
Jangpura. Fanda Khair Khwa,
46, an_Afghan refugee who
arrived in India in 2016, teaches
art and craft to at least 60
refugee women and &h"_:{lum
seekers, free of cost in South
Delhi’s Jangpura,

“l teach art and craft to at
least 60 women refuzees as well
as Asylum-seekers free of cost
The shop is situated near
Samman Bazar in Bhogal”
Farida told. :

The training school for ar
and crafts was starfed by Farida
and two of her friends in April,
aiming to help the young
refuzee women in India.

“We started this business 6
months ago. We make earmnings,
key chains, .h.andbagfsi purses
coasters, traditional clothes. an
food as well,

Farida, who has always been
keen about art and crafts, said
that she had a longstanding
desire to own a business.

“l always wanted to starl a
business of my own in
Afghanistan, but | chose to
tocus on my family because my
children were very young,” she
told INP

The programme also had a public finance management team, which worked closely with DAI-HD to assist

the provincial

vernment in costing and funding the community-led development policy framework through

clearl¥ deﬁneﬁsml and regulatory frameworks, budgetary processes and commitments reflected in a mulfi-

dannua

budgetary framework and defined institutional arrangements.

The programme was meant to enable the rural people to implement community-driven socioeconomic devel-
opment interventions and influence policy decision-making through active engagement with local authorties

fo[rguaiity, inclusive and equitable service delivery.

e ohjective of the programme was to support the Balochistan government in reducing the negative impact

of economic deprivation, poverty
The data shows that the residents of Balochistan have

and social inequality, environmental degradation and climate chan

€.
suffered disproportionately as compared to tEe people

of other regions of the country owin%_lm weak policies, poor governance, the geopolitical situation, and the

huge presence of Afghan refugees in

1 s in the province besides risinfg militancy, security issues and abject pnverr'i'.
he programme also aims to minimise the negative impact o al-

economic deprivation, poverty, social inequ

ity, and environmental degradation, and to encourage and enable empowered resilienl communities to partici-

pate more actively in identifying and implementing socio-economic develo -
vernment authorities BRACE community-mobilisation and
nng communities together around a common agenda. The

tionalised partnership mechanism with local
empowerment models have been devised to
mobilised and empowered cmnrnunnd}' is the key to the
population. The m%amrne squ}me t
empowered 19,129 C0s, 3,103 VOs, 249

ent activities through an institu-

sustainable socio-economic development of the rural

he provincial government in reducing rural poverty in nine districts It
505z and 31 tehsil-level and nine district-level LSO networks INP

Politics of disruption,
anarchy neither succeeded in 90’s

nor will today:

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for
Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety Shazia
Marri on Friday said that the respectable and
democratic way to respond to the ECP’s deci-
sion for Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PT1) was
to pursue legal way or stage peaceful protest
instead of spreading chaos and anarchy in the
COUntry.

Addressing a news conference here along
with the Special Assistant to the Prime
Minister, Faisal Karim Kundi, the federal
minister said that the politics of disruption
and anarchy has neither succeeded in 90%s nor
will today. “The way PTI workers react to
such decisions reflects that they lack any
political _trmnin%", she added.

She said that Imran Khan, as per his recent
political history, has always called others as
thieves and dacoits however the ECP has dis-
qualified him afier finding out his theft.

Shazia Marn said that, “If the decision
comes against vou it doesn’t mean that yvou

Shazia Marri

funding case in which the petition was filed
by PTI's own founding member not any other
party’s member.

e legal team of Imran Khan took 8-10
stay orders while an application was also
filed by PTI to keep its proceedings secret.
“If Imran Khan is “Sadig and Ameen"”, why
he was afraid and asked ?ﬂf kenczlping the pro-
ceedings secret”, she questioned,

Shazia Marn said that the legal team of
lmran Khan was confused and committed
misdeclaration in Toshakhana case.

The minister pointed out that one of the
“Cheeta” of PTI called the ECP as dishonest
after today’s decision,

“Imran }(hﬂn distributed sweets on the dis-
qualification of others but the workers of PPP
will not do the same today”, she added.

She said that Pakistan People’s Party had
faced many cases while its President, Asif Ali
Zardari had faced 14 year long imprisonment
with courage Referring to the Ring Road

start spreading chaos and anarchy in the
making the lives of the general pub-

count
lic di

1cult.”

She said that Toshakhana case was just a
beginning; there were many serions cases
against Imran Khan one of which is foreign

Minor student
beaten black and
blue by Narowal

teacher

MNAROWAL: A teacher
of a gfcu:'emment primary
school in Marowal sub-
jected his minor student
studying in grade three to
the worst kind of tormure
leaving the kid severely
bruised, it emerged on
Friday, :

As per the details,
teacher Saifullah of the
Government Primary
School, Narowal severely
beat a 3rd grade student
with a stick as a punish-
ment for not memonzing
his lesson. The beating
was s0 harsh that the
black and blue marks
could be seen on the
minor's bogdy

The father of the child
called upon the district
and higher authorities to
take notice of the
teacher's cruelty on his
child. )

It is pertinent to men-
tion here that in February
2021, a landmark bill to
ban corporal punishment
in all educational and
childcare settings in
Islamabad was moved in
the Mational Assembly
and passed with cross-

arty  support,  The
slamabad Capital
Prohibition of Corporal
Punishment Bill, 2021
was then sent to the
Senate where it was
cleared by the Standing

Committee on  Human
Rights. INP
Senate session put
off after PTI
protests for
Swati's
production orders
ISLAMABAD: The
Senate  session  was

adjourned Friday for an
indefinite period follow-
mng a noisy protest from
the members of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insat  (PTI)
over non-issuance of the
production orders of
Azam Swalti,

The session  started
under the chairmanship
of S.aﬁij?l Sanjrani—the
Senate chairman.

He asked the members
of the opposition to sit
on their seats. “Let the
agenda proceed, or T will
adjourn the session oth-
erwise,” he said to the
protesting members,

Earlier, 8 motion for
the establishment of a
secretarial 1o solve the
problems of Baloch stu-
dents in the Senate sec-
retariat was approved,

The motion  was
approved on the direc-
tions of the Islamabad

High Court (IHC) INP

ISLAMABAD: PT1 workers soughing slogans after Election Commission decision, The

elections commission disqualified

airman PTI Imran Khan from holding public

office on charges of unlawfully selling state gifts to him and concealing assets.

Scandal, Bushra Bibi involvement in corrup-
tien, Farah Gogi case, Shazia Marri said that

Imran Khan himself had been declared as

most corrupt and big dacoit. “His theft is also
of a unique nature in terms of Toshakhana
case,” she added INP

Khagan Abbasi says
party does not support
politician’s ‘disqualification’

ISLAMABAD: Commenting on
the possible disqualification of for-

met prime minister and PTI
Chairman_ Imran Khan by the
Election Commission of Pakistan

( ECP) in the Toshakhana case, sen-
1or PML-N leader and also a for-
mer prime minister Shahid Khagan
Abbasi said on Friday that his party
did not want to see any politician
disqualified

Talking to the media outside an
accountability court (AC) in
karachi where he had gone in con-
nection with the hearing of the ref-
erence filed against him for
allegedly making illegal recruit-
ments in the Pakistan State 0Oil

press conference .

W s

QUETTA: Ex Governor and PTI leader Syed Zahoor Agha addressing a

g\l”SD}, Abbasi said what the PML-
N wanted was a competition on the
ground. _

However, at the same time, he
asserted that everybody should be
equal in the eyes of the law,

Commenting on reports of PTI
chairman’s backdoor contacts with
the “establishment’, he opined that
such contacts always proved detri-
mental for the country.

PML-N leader said that the

appointment of army chief was a
routing matter, )

_ Earlier, the AC adjourned hear-
ing of the case until November 25,
_20%2 due to the absence of the
Judge INP

Austria president urges reforms
after fresh graft revelations

VIENNA:Austna’s president called
for wide-ranging reforms of the coun-
try's political culture following fresh
revelations over a praft scandal,
which led then-chancellor Sebastian
Kurz to resign last year.

Austrian polifics has been rocked
by a series of corruption scandals
with Kurz's resignation in 202]
ma:‘km%&a Sﬁeclacuﬁr fall for a politi-
cian who had been hailed as the
“Wunderkind” of Europe’s conserva-
tives,

In statements to federal prosecutors
leaked to media and reported on
Tuesday, Thomas Schmid, a former
senior official of the Austrian finance
ministry and close aide the ex-
chancellor, ineriminated Kurz and his
conservative People’s Party (OeVF)
by accusing them of misappropriatin
public money to pay for polls, whic
were skewed to boost Kurz's image.

“We need a complete overhaul,”
President Alexander Van der Bellen
said in a televised address, alluding to
Austria’s  political culture bein
repeatedly tainted by mm:lgtl.un i
transparent, comprehensible  and,
above all, perceptible general restruc-

1urin?_... 15 needed.” )
*This is about democracy in our
home country and trust in democ_rac:?r,
which is once again being massively
shaken,” he added, calling corruption
“a paralysing poison™,

vecording to Van der Bellen, new
legislative elections are not justified
at the moment. Schmid, himself
implicated in the major corruption
scandal, had approached federal pros-
ecutors in April, requesting to be a
key witness, the state economic crime
and corruption prosecutor (WKStA
said on Tuesday. Since June, Schmi
has been interrogated for “15 full
dag.:is" by the federal prosecutors, they
said,

According to the testimony, Kurz
allegedly knew that the polls aimed at
helping him win the OeVP's chair-
manship and the chancellor’s office
were funded by the Austrian finance
mmlstrif. “Yes, he was aware of
that... | only implemented this tool
because | received the order from
Kurz”, Schmid said referring to the
commissioned polls. “1 promoted
Kurz and the OeVP through the feder-
al mimistry of finance TN

Azam Swati granted bail in
controversial tweets case

ISLAMABAD: An Islamabad court
approved on Friday PTI leader Azam
Swati's post-arrest bail plea in a case
related to his controversial tweets
against state institutions, The court
had earlier reserved its verdict _

Special Judge Central Raja Asif
Mehmood announced the wverdict
today and directed Swati to deposit
surely bonds worth Rs10,000,

The PTI senator was taken into cus-
tody last week by the Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA) for tweet-
ing against the army chief and state
institutions after a case was filed

against him. ] )
At the last hearing, Special
Prosecutor Raja  Rizwan  Abbasi

raised objections at the court’s {url&
diction and said this case should be
transferred to the sessions court.

He said that Swati had given a hate-
ful statement about the head of a stale
institution through his tweet,

The institution had no connection
with the courts’ decisions, he said,
adding the accused had used a pro-

voking way against the state institu-
tions at a public forum, .

Swati had also admitted that during
the investigation, Abbasi said.In his
concluding arguments, Swati’s coun-
sel Baber Awan said that his client
had wsed the nght of freedom of
expression through his tweet. My
client was tortured and humiliated
during the custody, he alleged The
PTI senator was taken into custody
last week by the Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) for tweeting against
the army chief and state institutions
after a case was filed against him. At
the last heaning, Special Prosecutor
Raja Rizwan Abbasi raised objections
at the court’s jurisdiction and said
this case should be transferred to the
sessions court.He said that Swati had

iven a hateful statement about the

ead of a state institution through his
tweet, The institution had no connec-
tion with the courts’ decisions, he
said, adding the accused had used a
provoking way against the state insti-
tutions at a public forum_ NP




