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Age relaxation in
only for a year ?

government issued a
notification  with  of j“hs are
regard to increasing ”
the age limit for new lymg
candidates applyving .
tt;ur government iﬂhsa vacant in
ew days back. As per .
the nu}‘;iﬁcatian. %}t?e Balochistan
government has given ~ Currently, thousands
eight vears extension ©f vacancies are lying
in the age limit for Yacant in  various
fresh candidates. dcpx'hnigr;;‘s; Jobless
Now candidates of ﬁﬁm{& of mytzgce
: ng
:S [}_:,.-eﬁ ugvzglfmﬁ:: their doc:ijments in
v mnt.
jobs in Balochistan, 5;,::;2 a pmmnoh
Sardar Abdul Rehman merit have become

Khetran, the
Balochistan Minister
for Communication
and Works
Department
announced. However,
this relaxation is only
for one year.

Age relaxed from
July lIst to 30th of
June 2023, the notifi-
cation mentions. This
notification gives
more questions than
answers. The reason
behind the age relax-

rare in Balochistan,
therefore, candidates
with no Fnliti-;al back-
g or less influence
cannot get jobs.

he government has
already empowered the
departinents to recruit
employees rather than
testing services. Based
on track record, testi
Services are not 1
bt l]letyarhave proved
to be better than
departments when it
comes to merit and
ransparency in ferms

The question aris-

relaxation for candi-

ments for jobs, then,
the offer should not
be for a limited peri-

age

bility for applying
for government jobs
is beyond compre-

ation for government ©f the recruitment

jobs is obvious i.e ~ Process

ministers, advisers Under the new

and  parliamentary notification

secretaries coupled ?

with friendly opposi- employees

;i&l,n wgu!d merely — would only
ust their support-

m‘i;I n gmrenfﬁmnt serve for 17

departments. years

dates is only for a
year, If the govern-
ment has clear inten-
tion of recruitin
those who have tir

of submitting docu-

od. The notification
is controversial and
debatable, when the
retirement age 1s 60
years, then, fixing
43 years as the eligi-

Noor Khan Khilji calls on
PTI Chief Imran Khan

hension,

It means, the fresh
recruited employees
would only serveé for
17 wears and then
their retirément

Jam and JUI vow to
give tough time to CM
Bizenjo as ice melted

would approach fast.
The government has
to review its deci-
sion_ since the
province need young
energetic and edu-
cated manower to
run the affairs of the
province.

FIA books Imran,
other PTI leaders
in connection with
prohibited
funding case

The Federal Investigation Agency (FIA) has booked
former prime minister Imran Khan and other PTI lead-
ers in connection with thesr aﬂzr a”s?ed]y received
prohibited funding, it emerged on Tuesday.

The case was filed by the state through FIA's
Corporate Banking Circle in Islamabad. The first infor-
mation report (FIR), a copy of which is available with
Dawn.com, stated that Arf Masood MNagvi — the
owner of the Wooton Cricket Limited — transferred
“ifl-gotten” money to a United Bank Limited (UBL)
account registered under the name of the PTL.

“The purpose stated in the swifl messages of the

transactions is ‘agreed transfer’ to disguise the true
nature, origin, location, movement and ownership of
these funds. Arif Masood Nagvi is also  the

founder/owner of Abraaj Group, UAE, which collapsed
in 2018, Arif Masood Haﬂuijied about the performance
of Abraaj’s funds by inflating their value,” the com-
plaint added L ! :

“Therefore, Dubai Financial Services Authority
(DFSA) imposed penalties on two Abraa) Group com-

nies for t:.arrymgl___wt un-guthorised activities in

ubai International Financial Centre (DIFC) and mis-
using investors’ money, The regulator imposed penal-
ties amounting to 529930 million on  Abraa
[nvestment Management Limited and Abraaj Capita
respectively.” : : o

It further said that Nagvi was also facing trials in the
United Kingdom and the United States for defrauding
INVEsStors )

The complaint named Imran Khan, Sardar Azhar
Tarig Khan, Saifullah Khan Nvazee, Syed Yunus Al
Raza, Aamer Mehmood Kiani, Tang Rahim Sheikh,
Tarig Shafi, Faisal Magbool Shaikh, Hamid Zaman and
Manzoor Ahmad Chaudhary as signatonesbeneficiar-
ies of the PTI account in question. .

“PT1 submitted an affidavit of Agf Masood Nagw
before the Election Commission of Pakistan statin
therein that all the amounts collected in the accounts o
WCL were submitted into PTD's account in Pakistan.
This affidavit has been proved to be false/forged as two
more transactions were also made from WCL to two
different accounts in Pakistan in May 20137

The FIR further said that 12 CTRsSTRs had to be
reparted by the UBL management to the authorities but
they failed to do so. “Chaudhary Shahid Bashir, the
operation manager of UBL's Jinnah Avenue branch in
Islamabad, facilitated these suspiciousillegal transac-
tions by not reporting the aforesaid illegalities to the
concerned authorities and also allowed Internet
Merchant Acquiring Agreement changing the title of
the account to Maya Pakistan™ Web Desk

British High
Commissioner
calls on COAS
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ISLAMABAD:

Minister for

Defence, hawaja

Muhammad Asif and Federal Minister for Narcotics Control,
MNawabzada Shahzain Bugti call on Prime Minister Muhammad

Shehbaz Sharif.

Nawabzada
Gazin Marri booked
in kidnapping
case in Kohlu

Yousaf Marri

KOHLL: Former Home Minister
Balochistan, MNawabzada Gagzin
Marri was booked in a kidnappin
and robbery case in Kahan tehsil o
district Kohlu. Nawab Jangaiz
Marn, the former provineial minis-
ter for imigation lodged a first
information report (FIR) against
his own brother ai Kahan [evies
station.

Mawab Jangaiz Mam has also
lodged an FIR against five col-
leagues of MNawabzada Gazin
Mam. “Allegations are baseless
and this is a political case”,
MNawabzada Gazin Marn  told
reporters at session court Kohlu,
“My father late Nawab Khair
Bakhsh Marri had kept Changaiz
Marmi from all affairs”, Gazin
Marri claimed.

Session court Kohlu granted bail
before arrest to the former home
minister of Balochistan in the FIR.
Attaullah Marm  Advocate for
Gazin Marn appeared before the
court. Gazin Marri alleged that fake
cases were already registered
algamst him by what he claimed at
the behest of former pnme minister
Mawaz Shanf, Chaudhary Misar Ali
Khan and Senator Sarfaraz Bugti

Dawood Ahmed

[SLAMABAD: Noor Khan Khil{j._a tribal leader
who reoeml}t' joined the Pakistan Tehrik e Insaf (PTI)
called on former prime minister Imran Khan on
Tuesday. Former deputy speaker national assembly
Qasim Sun, former federal minister, Asad [Umar an
other party leaders were also present on the occasion,

PTI Chief welcomed Noor Khan Khilji for joining
the party and expressed the hnﬁe that he would play an
|rnijorh_mt role in  strengthening the party in
Balochistan. Mr. Khilji had announced the former rul-
ing party the other day in Quetta along with fellow
tribesmen. )

In this regard, the PT] organized a mammoth public
meeting Lnegﬁetta‘s MNawan Killi area.

Jam and JUI vow to give:touh time

to CM Bizenjo as ice melted

Syed Ali Shah

'QUETTA: Jamiat ul Ulema e Islam (JUT) and for-
mer Chief Minister Jam Kamal Khan vowed fo give
mtﬂ Chief Minister Mir Quddus Bizenjo as the ice
wisited

between the two on Monday night. Jam Kamal
d the residence of Maulana Abdul Wasey, the JUI
Bﬂ‘?lnﬁsm éﬁ“ue]t]‘and in politics” MmlauuWamr

“Mo issue this happens in politics”, Ma  Wase
replied to the visiting formet CM of Balochistan, Jam
Kamal and former provincial ministers Saleem Khoso
and Arif Jan Muhammad Hassani sought an apology
over an inci inside the assembly ganum on
October 18, 2021. Maulana Abdul Wahid Siddiqui, the
JULF lawmaker was injured when an armored vehicle
hit the gate of the Balochistan Assembly dllﬂﬂji' a
t Hitg opposition lawmakers against the Jam

! ent.

“We would give a tough time to the present govem-
ment”. Maulana Wasey told feporters. The JULF law-
makers and Jam Kamal held a separate meeting,
which dg:uamd all ways and means to mount pres-
sure on the present government,

“We developed a consensus to launch a joint

“We developed a consensus to launch a joint politi-
cal struggle”, Jam Kamal Khan said. He said the two
e St o L oy e
Emmm izing the present setup to do more for the

ood-affected people.In response to a question about

Quetta Voice
. : Lo

i.-v’ﬂﬁ'al_ stan Mational Party (BN

ilana Wasey said, “some members of BNP have an
access to the bedroom of the CM”. There was no
immediate response from the BNP Mengal in this

.
i e
‘he two | f1on ; ;
s fommer mﬁmﬂmﬁwﬂlﬁﬂ year.
i tmbenk CM. Heswever iffeanions deelopes
as the incumbent CM le‘:}m rejected the charter of
Qutsct O i JUL 3, T TGO Pty ATt 0 b
a o in :

B e 2 Tkl T o SRR

RAWALPINDI: British High
Commissioner, Dr  Christian
Tumer on Tuesday expressed his
rief over the devastation caused

floods in Pakistan and offered
sincere condolence to the families
of the victims.The British High
Commissioner called on Chief of
Army Staff (COAS) General
Qamar Javed Bajwa here at
GHOQ During the meeting, matters
of mutual interest and regional
security situation including bilater-
al cooperation in various fields
were discussed, said a news release
issued by Inter Services Public
Relations (ISPR)talking to the
British High Commission, the
COAS said Pakistan valued the
UK's balanced role in regional
affairs and locked forward to
enhance mutually beneficial rela-
tionship based on common inter-
ests. The di mta;y appreciated
Pakistan's efforts for regional sta-
bility and also pledged to play his
role E:nhaﬂcm% cooperation “with
Pakistan at all Tevels.INP

President
for further
cementing

multisphere ties
with Maldives

[SLAMABAD: President Dr
Arif Alvi on Tuesday called for the
need to further cement bilateral ties
between Pakistan and Maldives in
all fields of mutual interest, espe-
cially in the education, health and
[OuLrTEm Sectons i

The president, talking to
Pakistan™s High Commissioner-
designate to the Maldives, Vice
Admiral {r) Muhammad Fayyaz
Gilani here, advised the envoy-
dasignatq to especially focus on
establishing strategic ties with the
Maldives in sectors such as trade,
business and investment and peo-
ple-to-people contacts. INP

Youth are valuable asset of country:

News Desk

Corps Commander Balochistan Lieutenant General Asif
Ghafoor said that vouth is a valuable asset of the country. He
urged the students to play a positive role in national unity
and development and step forward for the future leadership

of the country.

The Corps Commander Balochistan, Lieutenant General
Asif Ghafoor visited the Turbat University Along with the
Inspector General (IG) Frontier Corps (FC) South, Major

General Kamal Anwar Chaudhry.

Corps Commander Balochistan visits Turbat University

On the arrival at Turbat University Vice-Chancellor
Professor Jan Muhammad, and the principal of Turbat
Medical college Dr. Muhammad Afzal welcomed the com-

mander,

Corps Commander Balochistan Lieutenant General Asif

n

Corps Comma

1350e.

Corps
dents that all
struction and

der Balochistan

Ghafoor said that the youth of Balochistan, especially the
youth of Makran Division
and they have to spend their energy on education. *“Yout
should take advantage of the opportunities available for their
education”, Corps Commander stated. .

Balochistan has had and still has many problems. But in the
recent past, there has been positive progress on almost every
n this regard, both the federal government and the
province have done a lot of work. :

Corps Commander Balochistan visited Turbat University

The students of the medical college demanded registration
of the college in the Pakistan Medical College (PMC). The
commander promised that he would definitely implement it.
He further said that educated youth play an important role in
the development of the country,
Commander Lt. Gen. Asif Ghafoor assured the stu-
Amssihie support will be provided in the con-

is very talented and hardworkin

evelopment of the university.
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Editor Asim Khan

Floods expose

construction quality of
dams in Balochistan

Flash floods unleashed by torrential rains exposed the construction

%ualit:»,r of dams across Balochistan. Heav

rainfall wreaked havoc in

uetta and other parts of Balochistan recently. Floods swept away dozens
of small delay and check dams in different parts of the province.
Owver the ryears, the provincial and federal governments constructed

hundreds o

dams to check the wastage of rainy water. Successive gov-

ernments merely celebrated the completion of projects rather than focus-

ing on the construction

uality of

ms, Although, the dams and lakes

constructed by British colonial rulers in different parts of Balochistan are
still intact even after more than a century,
Breaching of dams puts human lives at peril
Breaching of dams not only failed to save rainy water rather it also Ipul
human lives at peril in Pishin, Barkhan, Lasbella, Kohlo, Killa Abdullah
Killa Saifullah and other districts of the province, Rains-related incidents
have claimed 65 lives till the filing of this editorial. This is simply disas-
trous and a failure from all concerned quarters.
Flash floods also swept away poorly constructed roads and standing
crops in various parts of the province. This all needs a thorough investi-
ation. Irrigation and Communication Works (C&W) departments are
nown for commission and corruption.
Commission, corruption a common word in C&W and lrrigation

de‘Fanm ents

his is a good opportunity for those at the helm of affairs to make sure

Wor

transparencx in the utilization of funds by the two departments. Since
commission is an open secret in the two departments, the Chief

Secretary of Balochistan should form a high-powered committee com-
prising committed and honest retired and serving officers to probe into

the breaching of dams.

The quality of construction of roads in Quetta and all districts of
Balochistan should also be probed to improve socio-economic condi-
tions. The irony with Balochistan is that first the province has meager
resources and second they too are ruthlessly used/ swallowed.

Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir Quddus Bizenjo and his coalition part-
ners must go beyond words and launch an inguiry into the breaching of
dams and damage to roads.

Drinking Water Quality Status And
Its Sources Of Contamination

_ Due to inllimidaxin
increase in population an
id-fire industrialization,
dnnking water quality is
being deteriorated day by
dav in Pakistan. This
review sums up the issues
of colorful exploration
studies  conducted  for
drinking water quality sta-
tus of different arcas of
Pakistan by taking into
account the physicochemi-
cal parcels of drinking
water as well as the pres-
ence of colorful pathogenic
microo isms. About 20
of the whole population of
Pakistan has access to safe
drinking water.
remaining 80 of
population is forced to use
unsafe drinking water due
to the falure of safe and
healthy  dnnking  water
sources.  The  primary
source of impurity is sew-
erage( fecal) which is con-
siderably discharged into
drinking  water  system
inventories,  Secondary
source of pollution is the
disposal  of poisonous
chemicals from antificial
backwaters, fungicides,
and diseases from hus-
bandry sources into the
water bodies.
 Anthropogenic  condi-
tioning beget waterbome
conditions that constitute
about 80 of all conditions
and are responsible for 33

of deaths, This review
highlights the drinking
walter  quality, impurity

sources, sanitation  situa-
tion, and of unsafe
drinking water on humans.
There's immediate need to

i o
LA B = pr .
take defensive measures
and treatment technologies
o overcome hygienic con-
dition of drin 'n'? water
inventories 0 different
arcas of Pakistan,

Water quality:

Drinking water is mainky
taken from surface and
underground agquifers near
rivers and canals. Surface
water quality is rapidly
declining due to the addi-
tion of raw municipal and
industrial wastewater as
well as agncultural runoff
to the water source, When
nver water flow 15 at s
maximum, il confains a
highly concentrated sus-

ension. Most rivers are
ong and thin and do not
SUPPOTt aquaric species.

t is clear that these
waters are contaminated
with facces and need to be
treated  appropnately  to
remove the contaminants
for human consumption. In
Pakistan, four major cities
use surface water; these are
Islamabad, Karachi.
Fawalpindi and
Hyderabad.

The main cause of

G AL . — = ol ED

microbiological contami-
nation is the mixing of the
common sewer with the
domestic water supplv. In
most  mral  arcas  of
Pakistan, surface water is
wied for drinking  after
slow sand fltration, and
chlonnation s not per-
formed at filtration sta-
tions. In most rural areas
there is no pre-treatment
facility for water purifica-
tion. All this deficiency is
due to microbial contami-
nation and poor water qual-
ity

" Sources of
Contamination:

Microbiological
Contaminants:

In Pakistan, microbial
pollution has been discov-
ered as one of the serious
problems in rural as well as
urban arcas, This is due to
the leakage of pipe, pollu-
tion from sewase lines
intrusion  into  drinking
water supplies, and so
forth.

Chemical Contaminants.

Chemical pollutants that
come from industries, soil
sediments and agricultural

R

runoff. e pesticides and
fertilizers, enter water
sources, In Pakistan, the
use of fertilizers and pesti-
cides is around 5.6 million
tons and 70,000  tons
respectively  according to
gross profit (GOP) figures.
These chemicals, uspal-
Iy insecticides, leach into
groundwater by mixing
with irfgation water and
rainwater. Between 1988
and 2000, about 107 sam-
ples were taken from
growmdwater, and 31 sam-
ples showed clear pesticide
contamination above the
limits set by the Food and
Agriculture Organization
of the United MNations
(FAQ) and WHO. Ancther
significant problem for
roundwater in Pakistan is
igher salt concentration,
which iz mainly caused by
irngation activities, salt
dissolution n soil, seawa-
ter intrusion and chemical
industries, Salinity affects
major areas of Balochistan.
PK and Punjab.
Wastewater from indus-
tricz and houscholds has
high levels of arzenic,

becoming a serious prob-
lem. In the major cities of
Sindh and Punjab, about
6% of people were
exposed fo more than 50
ppm of arsenic. Fluoride
concentrafions above the
permissible  limit  cause
problems in_ the main
regions of Balochistan,
Punjab and Sindh, Dental
fluorosis is common in
Sindh, Punjab and KPk .

Floods Cause Major
Damage to  Dirain
SystemIn Pakistan, 11
have created serious envi-
ronmental problems. They
damage pipes and eventu-
ally canse sewage to over-
flow into water bodigs,
Severe flooding destroved
butldings and crops. All
these substances can cause
toxic chemicals and oils to
be discharged into nvers,
streams, lakes .. and can
lead to the death of aguatic
organisms. Many chemical
pollutants enter floodwa-
ters in their path. Current
sgvere floods (20100 and
heavy rains have damaged
B0% of Nowshera, destrov-
ing 40% of infrastructure,
The total number of houses
destroved and damaged

Human Health Impact,

Due to the poor sanita-
tion system, treatment, and
munfnm':sg, drinking water
quality deteriorates. The
presence of toxic chemi-
cals and bactenia in drink-
ing water causes adverse
effect on human health,
Due 1o the fecal contami-
nation, people have been
suffening from waterbome
dizeazes.

Disaster displacement

By Zahra Niazi

In Pakistan, at least
33 million people have
been forced to leave
their homes, They are
not fleeing any con-

flicts, but thely have
been internally dis-
placed by the e of
arguably the big§est
global threat of the 21st
century — climate
change.

Since the beginning
of Pakistan’s deadly
floods in mid-June, at
least 7.9 million gcaple
have been dis?_ aced,
which is appalling to
say the least. Even this
could be a conservative
estimate given the
colossal damage the
floods have caused.

Many of these peo-
ple have lost every-
thing — their homes.
sm;rcad 5 ecéf hli*;feﬁhmd,_
and prized belongings.
ThesIn}: imernallygldfg:-
placed people now face
an uncertamn future as
there is no specific
national legislation or
policy framework that
can guarantee long-
term protection  and
assistance to them.

This is regrettable as

recent  story  in
Pakistan is marked by a
series  of  disaster-

induced displacement
crises. In 2010, mas-
sive floods displaced
11 million people, and
another four million
were displaced follow-
ing ihe?ﬂll floods in

Sindh. A report pub-
lished by Oxfam in
2019 revealed that the
communities who per-
manently moved to
Karachi from Badin
Thatta, and Sajawal
after the 2010 floods
were forced to settle on
the outskirts  of
Karachi, where th
lacked access to utili-
ties. MNearly a decade
on, they continue to
live under poor and
squalid  conditions,
which exemplifies the
consequences of the
lack of specific instru-
ments that can offer
long-term  protection
and assistance to peo-
ple displaced by disas-
ters

In 2021, the IDMC

orted that a third of
all  disaster-induced
displacements in 2020
accurred in the South
Asian  region, with
Pakistan recording the
third-highest number
of those displacements
after  India  and
Afphanistan.
Additionally, the World
Bank forecasts contin-
ued to stress the forth-
comm%agrms of cli-
mate change and inter-
nal displacement in
South Asia. Hence, we
were cognizant that
disasters would contin-
ue to force millions to
dislocate in Pakistan
but did not grant legal
recognition and rights
to those dislocated dur-
ing disasters or formu-
late  comprehensive

policy frameworks to
guide the national
response in such situa-
tions.

At the intermational
level, the nghts of
internall splaced
persons ([DPs) are cov-
ered under the Guidin
Principles on Intern
Displacement of the
Office of the High

Commissioner T
Human Rights. These
principles  serve (o

ensure that the rights of
displacement-atfected
communities are not
viclated and guide
national and interna-
tional rtespomses in
such _ situations,
However, it does not
confer any obligation
on the states, with
Ratlpnal " autﬁqr;tms
aving the primary
duty to provide human-
itarian assistance and
protection to those in
need in times of crisis,
A number of states
today have incorporat-
ed these principles into
law or ¢mplulymi them
as the basis for policy
formulation.  Some
cases in point are Sri
Lanka, Colombia,
Georgia, Burundi.
Armenia, Angola,
Peru, Uganda, and the
Philippines.

In Pakistan, howev-
er, a legal limbo with
regard to the recogni-
tion of the rights of dis-
aster-induced  [DPs
continues o exist. At
the same time, no spe-
cific policy ument

comprehensively
addresses mternal dis-
placement or disaster-
induced internal dis-
glaqemem specifically.
akistan launched its
first MWational Climate
Change Policy (NCCP)
in 2012 and its follow-
up  Framework for
Implementation  of
Climate Change Policy
{2014-2030) in 2014 —
both of which remain
silent about disaster-
induced displacement,
In March 2022, the
Ministry of Climate
Change launched an
updated version of the
CCP. However, as
welcome as this devel-
opment was, the policy
pays cursory attention
to  displacement by
mentioning ‘increased
climate chanpe-
induced migration’ as
one of Pakistan’s vul-
nerabilities to climate
change threats. It does
not specify policies or
actions to  guide
durable solutions,
including the return,
resettlement, or reinte-
gration of those forced
fo dislocate due to
calamities, This gap is

also evident in the
country’s MNational
Disaster Risk

Reduction Policy and
the MNational Dhsaster
Risk Management
Framework.

Cme can now hope
that the massive
humanitarian CT151S
amid the devastating
floods will be a catalyst

for reassessing how we
want to move forward
and shift away from the
status quo. The neces-
sity of implementing
innovative and pracii-
cal resilience-building

and risk-reduction
sirategies, ideally
through a community-

led approach, is essen-
tial.

The  government,
through collaboration
with provincial author-
ities and civil society,
must now also begin
work on developing an
effective national
ﬁ‘nénm'ork to ﬂfea] .""";Im
and protect the nghts
of those already dis-
placed amid the devas-
tating floods.

This  framework
should serve as the
basis for a more com-
prehensive  policy
guide in the long
term to respond to
displacement -
whether due to sud-
den disasters or “slow
onset” impacts of cli-
mate change — to
guarantee the nrights
and dignity of these
vulnerable individu-
als and communities
at all times.It is
equally important to
grant legal recogni-
tion to  disaster-
induced 1DPs, which
can effectively guar-
antee their rights.
The crisis must serve
as a long-forgotien
reminder that we can
no longer continue
with the status quo.

Climate affairs

cientists
have long
clamored that
human activity
on Earth has

_led to the
calamitous weather
changes we are witness-
ing today, The United
N ations'
Intergovernmental  Panel
on  Climate Change
IPCC) has confirmed
that climate change
makes heatwaves hotter
and more frequent.
According to  the
research, preenhouse gas
emissions have heafed
the ﬁnlanet by an estimat-
ed 1.2 degrees Celsius
{2.16 degrees Fahrenheit)
over the last two cen-
turies. )

The WNature journal
published an article this
month detailing what its
authors say is proof that
heatwaves in Europe
have increased three-to-
four times faster than in
other northemn mid-lati-
tude areas such as the
United States. The reason
for this, according to the
article, is due to the fast
wesl-to-east air stream,
or atmospheric circula-
tion, which is carrying
hot air across the north-
ern atmospheére,

Most scientists appear
to agree that tempera-
tures will continue to rise
unless humans cease
adding greenhouse gases
o the atmosphere
Without a drastic change
in the way mankind con-
ducts its business, heat-
waves are Er_edmt@d to
worsen. Tackling climate
change should
priority for every
today Heatwaves
occurred  once  every
decade are now happen-

a top
COLUniTY
that

ing at three times that
rate. The 2015 Paris
Agreement and  last
yvear's Glasgow climate
conference were intended
to bring the issue to glob-
al attention and generate
movement on the ground.
But current climate poli-
cies are not sufficient to
avoid the dangerous
effects of global warm-
ing. More must be done.
[oday, wildfires are
raging in Spain, France,
Greece, ortugal
Morocco and Italy. Chwver
one  thousand people
have died so far and
many thousands more
have been evacuated
from their homes out of
concermn for their safety.
Climate change plays a
significant role in the
cause of wildfires since it
increases the hot and dry
tinderbox conditions that
help fires start and then
spread quickly. Less J:ma:-
cipitation means dry land
and  vegetation.  This
means that when a fire
starts, it burns faster and
more intensely. Hot and
dry conditions are a per-
fect recipe for a massive
inferno. R
However, it 15 impor-
tant to note that not every
fire 18 caused by climate
change. Forest manage-
ment programs, which
deal with how forests are
maintained specifically
to preveni massive infer-
nos, are often insuffi-
cient. In addition, it is
often  careless Eeﬂplu
who ignite fires through
arson or mmpi% by barbe-
cuing Human fire starters
aside, they don’t cause
the actal heatwave,
Individuals are not
responsible necessaril
but since mankind is col-

lectively composed of
individuals, it does fall
on each and every one of
us to take steps to mini-
mizé our carbon foot-
print. There is a reason
whif_ famed reality star
Kylie  Jenner =~ was
slammed on social media
for posting a photo of her
gnvat_e jet parked next to
oyfriend Travis Scoft’s
plane, asking “You
wanna take mine or
yours?" And she was
slammed again for takin
her jet in the end for whal
turned out to be a paltry
12-minute flight.
Heatwaves that
occurred  once Every
decade are now happen-
ing at three times that
rate. The 2015 Paris
Agreement and  last
year's Glasgow climate
conference were intended
to bring the issue to glob-
al attention and generate
maovement on the ground.
But current climate poli-
cies are not sufficient to
avoid the dangerous
effects of global warm-
ing. More must be done.
oday, wildfires are
raging in Spain, France,
Greece, Portugal,
Morocco and Ttaly, Over
one  thousand people
have died so far and
many thousands more
have been evacuated
from their homes out of
concern for their safety.
Climate change plays a
significant role in the
cause of wildfires since it
increases the hot and dry
tinderbox conditions that
help fires start and then
spread quickly. Less Ipre-
cipitation means dry land
and wvegetation.  This
means that when a fire
starts, it burns faster and
more intensely,

Global energy

Mot since World War
11 has the threat to glob-
al energy security been
as severe as it is foday,

Russia’s brutal inva-
sion of Ukraine and the
consequent  geo-eco-
nomic war between the
Kremlin and the West
disrupted gzlobal gas
markets at a scale
unprecedented in recent
history. The Kremlin's
use of its power over
energy markets as lever-
age — and Europe's
efforts to wean itself off
of Russian natural gas
and aveid a massive
shortage this winter -
are Iriggering  price
hikes and reroutin
flows around the world.

No one is left unaf-
fected, even those who
thought they had pre-
pared for every eventu-
ality. For example,
Pakistan, which had
secured several long-
term natural gas import
contracts to increase 115
energy sgcurty  1n
recent years, has seen
partners break those
deals to send their gas to
new clients offering to
an more. The coffers of

oth the developed and
developing world are
b € i n g
drained Meanwhile, the
Kremlin is using the
global energy cnsis it
created to sustain its
economy in the face of
severe international
sanctions., Moreover, It
15 weaponising Europe’s
dependency on Russian
natural gas to try and
break Western resist-
ance to its ambitions in
Ukraine. Earlier  this
week, Moscow tried to
tighten its squeeze on

Europe further, saying it
plans to reduce gas sup-
lies through the Nord
tream 1 pipeline to
Germany (o just 20 per-
cent  capacity. In
response, European
Union energy ministers
swiftly announced an
agreement for the bloc's

members to gut gas
usage by 15 percent this
winter. This Wwas an

attempt by Europe to
show it would not give
in to Russian pressure
and abandon Ukraine in
order to fill up its_gas
reserves. Such conflict-
driven demand reduc-
tion, however, means
that an already likely
recession is now all but
éuaranteed. Following

azprom's latest cuts,
anaEFsts already predict
the EU will not be able
te reach its own target
of refilling gas storage
to 80 percent capacity
by winter. Now that

urope made it clear
that i1t is finally — and
perhaps much belatedly
— ready to take the st?ps
to cut its need for
Russian gas at any cost,
the Kremlin will do
everything it can to
inflict maximum pain
on Europe in the short
term, while the depend-

efcyY remains
A recent German poll
found that at the

moment, 58 percent of
the population is sup-
porting _sanctions
againsi Russia despite
potential negative
impacts for Germany.
Russian President
Vladimir Putin is work-
ing to bring that number
down — down to the
point that it becomes

untenable for
Germany's leaders to
push for policies to sup-
port Ukraine and help
the West win its con-
fromtation with Russia.
The waining of public
support for the sanc-
tions regime in the face
of economic difficulties
is an equally significant
risk for other European
ZOVErnments.

Europe's leaders are
now facing the her-
culean task of simulta-
neously helping their
industries survive on a
reduced energy supply,
supporting kraine’s
war effort and maintain-
ing public support for
the sanctions regime
amid a cost-of-living
crisis Earge:%r manufac-
tured by Russia that
seems to have no real
end in sight.

Energy is perhaps the
most  consequential
front in the ongoing

eo-economic attle

etween Russia and the

West, and thus Europe
needs to strengthen 1ts
hand there first.

After moving to
address the demand side
of the equation, now it
needs to address the
supply side of the prob-
lem to be able to shore
up its economy to the
furthest extent Eq&-mb!a,
and insulate public sup-
port for Kyiv and the
sanctions ~ regime
against Russia, .

There are some obvi-
ous steps that European
overnments can take —

ut have been reluctant
to in fear of domestic
backlash — to resolve
the supply issue swiftly.

The MNetherlands, for

security

example, can pump bil-
lions of cubic metres of
extra natural gas across
Eurppe by increasing

roduction  at _ the
TONIngen lgas field.
Bewilderingly, howev-

er, it is still planning to

e the entire operafion
offline next year over
the risk_of minor earth-
guakes in the surround-
ing area and some push-
back from environmen-
talists. Germany can
also increase its future
capacity to supply ener-
gf':' simply by extending
the lifespan of its
nuclear power plants
that are meant 1o come
offline at the end of the
vear. The governing
coalition said it is now
considering this option,
but the Greens — includ-
ing Foreign Minister
Annalena Baerbock -
continue to resist the
move. The party's
stance on this issue is
somewhat understand-
able — after _all,
Germany’s Green Party
was in large part bome
out of Germany’s Cold
War-era  anti-nuclear
m o vy e ment .,
Nevertheless, by block-
ing a relatively straight-
forward and low-risk
selution to a major
problem  facing ihe
nation, 1t risks failing
the test of being a
responsible government
artner at a time of war,
ess than a vear after its
best-ever election
result Beyond increas-
ing their own gruduc:-
tion capacity by any
means possible,
European nations
should of course also
work on forming new

partnerships with sup-
pliers  outside  their
region. The global gas
crisis and its impacts are
by no means limited to
Europe. It is therefore
imperative that Europe
seeks to bring together
the international com-
!‘I‘EUE!%}' lﬂl coordinate
global su 2

When Eﬁe}rwc_:rtd last
faced such a major ener-
gy crisis, the Allies had
significant control over
the world’s oil supplies.
British Petroleum and
its predecessors, and the
forefathers of the mod-
ern United States energy
majors, controlled most
of the Middle East’s
petroleum at the dawn
of World War II. Britain

established the
Petroleum Warlare
Department  and  the

Petroleum Board -
which brought together
all allied energy firms,
including US ones even
before Pearl Harbor
brought the US into the
conflict directly — to
coordinate supplies for
the war Today, owner-
ship of global energy
supplies is far more
diversified. And while
the US has pledged to
use its role as a ligue-
fied natural gas (LNG)
exporier o support
Europe, a fire this June
at its flagship liquefica-
tion plant in Freeport,
Texas has seen export
capacity fall by some 17
percent. Thus address-
ing global gas shortages
will require a coming
m%ether of key public
and private players from
across the world to
develop a strategy for
this winter,

Inequality and
hunger

inning on

M:_E 24,3 the

W o | d

Economic

Forum 15 gath-

) ering i Davos,

Switzerland for an in-per-

son meeting, discussin

the global tax system an

financial inclusion,

Thanks to protests and

new research, however,

participants will not be

able to avoid the elephant

in the room: the surging

mequality of wealth dur-
ing the pandemic,

As the Institute for
Policy Studies (IPS) and
Inequality.org have docu-
mented over the last two
years of a global pandem-
i¢, billionaire assets have
surged while millions lost
their lives and livelihoods,

A new report from
Oxfam dramatizes how
hundreds of millions of
Eenpte arourd the world

ave slid further into
poverty during this time
period. In a detailed
examination of the food
and apriculture industry,
Oecfam found that billion-
aires in that industry saw
their wealth increase by
%382 billion during the
pandemic. An emergency
windfall tax on their
wealth increase alone {to
say nothing of their pre-
pandemic billions) could
end world hunger and
double the incomes of 545
million small-scale farm-
s, _
Im January, an analysis
by the Fight Inequality
Alliance, Institute for
Policy Studies, Onxfam,
and the Patriotic
Millionaires found that an
annual wealth tax starting
at just 2 percent for those

with more than £5 million,
3 percent for those with
over 50 million, and up
to 5 percent for billion-
aires  could anerale
upwards of $2.52 tnillion a
ear. That's encugh to fift
2.3 billion people out of
poverty, fund vaccines for
everyone in the world, and
deliver universal health-
care and social protections
for all the citizens of low-
and lower-middle-income
countries.

A group of over 150
millionaires released a
strong statement calling
on Davos attendees to face
the dangers of runaway
wealth inequality and
speak out in favor of
national efforts to lewvy
progressive income and

th taxes on the ultra-
wealthy. “The truth is that
‘Davos’ doesn’t deserve
the world's trust right
now,” the statement reads,
“For all the countless
hours spent alking about
making the world a better
place, the conference has
produced  little tangible
value amidst a torrent of
self-congratulations,”

“Tinti participants
acknowledge the simple,
effective solution staring
them in the face — taxing
the rich - the people of the
world will continue to see
their so-called dedication
to fixing the world's prob-
lems as little more than a
performance.”

The latter is signed b
actor and activist Mar
Ruffalo, as well as su

riers of the In Tax

rust movement including
.‘kbi%ﬂlﬁ Disney, hlorris
Pearl, and Nick Hanauer,
These millionaires deliv-
ered the In Tax We Trust

letter directly to the World
Economic Forfum offices
in New York and Geneva,
and attended pro-taxation
demonstrations at the out-
skirts of the elite com-
pound in Davos itself
Az the Institute for
Policy Studies (IPS) and
Inequality. org have docu-
mented over the last two
years of a global pandem-
ic, billionaire assets have
surged while millions lost
their lives and livelihoods.
A npew report from
Oxfam  dramatizes how
hundreds of millions of
ple around the world
ave slid further into
poverty during this time
period. In a detailed
examination of the food
and agriculture industry,
Oxfam found that billion-
aires in that industry saw
their wealth increase by
£382 billion during the
pandemic. An emergency
windfall tax on ther
wealth increase alone (to
say nnli_nn%_n_f their pre-
pandemic billions) could
end world hunger and
double the incomes of 345
million small-scale farm-
ef5.
In January, an analysis
bv the Fight Inequality
Alliance, Institute for
Policy Studies, Oxfam,
and ~ the Patriotic
Millionaires found that an
annual wealth tax starting
at just 2 percent for those
with more than $5 million,
3 percent for those with
over 550 million, and up
to 5 percent for billion-
aires could generate
upwards of $2.52 trillion a
ear. That's enough to lift
.3 billion people out of
poverty, fund vaccines for
everyone in the world.




Court orders to return
Shahbaz Gill’s personal
belongings

hearing :
The court told Gill’s
lawyer to inform the
court if the belon mgs
¥

ISLAMABAD: A
Sessions Court in the
federal capital ordered
to  return  Pakistan

Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
leader Shahbaz Gill's
personal belongings
today

The hearing of the
sedition case against the
PTI leader was held in
Sessions Court
Islamabad. The court
ordered 1o return
Shahbaz Gill's belong-
ings before the closing
of court today.

PTI leaders Shahbaz
Gill and Raja Khurrum
Mawaz attended the

are not  returne
¢tmin]g today,

Earlier on October 3,
the federal povernment
moved the Supreme
Court {83C) seeking the
cancellation of the PTI
leader’s bail, ;

According to details,
Islamabad Cit
Magisirate
of the federal govemn-
ment — filed an applica-

- on behalf

tion in Supreme Court
(SC) seeking the can-
cellation of Shahbaz

Gill,

In the application, the
federal overnment
argued that the
Isfamabad High Court
(THC} did not evaluate
the facts correctly. ‘The
PTI leader is accused of
treason  against the
state,’ it added.

It iz pertinent to men-

tion  here that the
Istamabad High Court
(IHC} accepted
Pakistan  Tehreek-e-
Insaf {P'I_'!i? leader
Shahbaz Gill's post-

arrest bail plea in the
sedition case registered
against him INP

Chinese enterprises
fully support Pakistan
flood relief

ISLAMABAD: Ever
since the severe and
catastrophic floods
have commenced in
Pakistan, the All-
Pakistan Chinese
Enterprises’ Association
(APCEA) has acted
swiftly, and Chinese
enterprises throughout
Pakistan have respond-
ed readily and positive-
ly by collecting cash
onations,  donatin
tents and food, an
rL:EElIi’I_I] houses and
other infrastructure to
help the Pakistani peo-
le overcome the
impacts of this disaster,

In the face of great
disasters, China has
always stood together
with "the fraternal peo-
ple of Pakistan, and is
concerned about the
safety, well-being, and
security of the people in
the affected areas, and
empathizes with the
struggles faced by the
Pakistanis  in these
times of crisis,

The Chinese govern-
ment ELIJIL)' and swiftly
responde I:IK donating
400 million RMB to the
Pakistani side for flood
relief. Under the guid-
ance of the Embassy of
the People’s Republic
of China in Pakistan,
Chinese  companies
have carried forward
the remarkable brother-
ly traditions of China

and Pakistan in helping
each other and su‘gﬁoﬂ—
ing each other, and have
ﬁrml:tf fulfilled their
social responsibilities
in the face of the floods,
sending help to the
Pakistani side in times
of crisis,

A large number of
Chinese companies
have donated an amount
of almost Rs 260 mil-
lion to the various flood
relief funds and efforts
in Pakistan,

To begin, On 26
Aungust, APCEA donat-
ed 153 million rupees
to  MNational Disaster
Management Authority
NDMA) for the Pnime
Minister's Flood Relief
Fund 2022. The dona-
tion handing-over was
witnessed b the
Federal Mimister of
Planning, Development,
and Spécial Inmitiatives
Professor Ahsan Igbal,
the Chinese
Ambassador, Nong
Rong, and the Chinese
Minister Counsellor Mr
Xie Guoxiang. APCEA
then proceeded with its
vigor of helping the
flood  wictims by
launching a second
round of donations,

China Three Gorges
South Asia Investment
Ltd responded positive-
Iy to the call and gener-
ously donated eg:[n]pmxp-
mately UISS650,000, the

hifghest single donation
of any Chinese compa-
ny in Pakistan for flood
relief. .

State Grid responded
ositively  to the
akistani Embassy in

China by donating
US$200,000. State
Grid's_investment proj-
ect in Pakistan, Matian-
Lahore HVDC
Transmission Project,
allocated a special Tund
of 5 million PKR for
special  assistance to
affected employees and
food distribution  to
affected villagers
argund the project

On 1  September,

Metallurgical
Corporation of China
Ltd. donated
US$250,000 in cash to
the Balochistan govern-
ment in the name of the
gnterprise to support the

floa relie in
Balochistan. At the
same time
Metallurgical

Corporation of China
ltd. organised its staff to
make donations, donat-
ing a total of about 2
tonnes of relief materi-
als to the local victims
and received a letter of
thanks from the local
overnment. OPPO
onated Rs 10 million
to  the Al-Khidmat
Foundation and set up
flood relief camps at
villages. INP
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ISLAMABAD: PTI senior leaders Zulfi Bukhari talking to media,

Finance ministry sets
strategy to stabilize rupee

ISLAMABAD: The
Ministry of Finance has
set a new strategy to
keep the rupee stable,
citing sources.

Reports said that the
notices issued to eight
major  banks  have
helped to reduce the
artificial hike in the
rupee-dollar exchange
rate. o

“The cartelization of
dollar by banks also
being controlled,”
according to the finance
ministry sources.

“The  banks were
eXercising FESSUre
over the State Bank of

Pakistan for opening the
LCs of inflated value,”
sources said. “Banks
were demanding more
dollars from the central
bank for opening letters
of credit of the traders.”

According to sources
the finance minister an
the Governor State
Bank have made the
NOC compulsory for
opening of the letters of
credit (LCs).

“The ministry has
directed the State Bank
E:J gdcwscd “ts‘llr._‘: dl:l]l]a!r
uying and selling poli-
cyx_’ SOUTCES S-Eivli_pT_hE
policy will fix the limits
of bank maq_?_ms in buy-
ing and selling of the
gregnback.

“The exchange com-
panies could keep a
margin _of upto two
rupees in buying and
sellin of dollars”
according to sources.

The government will
keep the value of the
dollar on the downside
despite decreased
reserves  and F{j:;rre:gn
payments, according to
ofﬁ'cials. )

Reports said that the
notices issued to eight
major  banks  have
helped to reduce the
artificial hike in the
rupee-dollar exchange
rate.“The cartelization
of dollar by banks also
being controlled.”
according to the finance
ministry sources,

The banks were

exercisin ressure
over the State Bank of
Pakistan for opening the
LCs of inflated value,”
sources said. “Banks
were demanding more
dollars frem the central
bank for opening letters
of credit of the traders.”

According to sources,
the finance minister and
the Governor State
Bank have made the
NOC compulsory for
opening of the letters of
credit (LCs).

“The ministry has
directed the State Bank
to- devise “the dollar
buying and selling poli-
cy,” sources said. The
policy will fix the limits
of bank margins in buy-
ing and selling of the
greenback “The
exchange companies
could keep a margin of
upto two rupees in buy-
ing and sel mg_ of dol-

i

lars,” according to
sources. The  govern-
ment will keep the

value of the dollar on
the downside INP

QUETTA: President PPP Balochistan Chapter Changez Jamali addresses a ress,

Wednesday,October, 12,2022 |

conference during the joining of political leader Engineer Abdul Hadi with PPP

at Hazara Town.

ECP furious over n
o-appearance of Imran Khan, Asad
and Fawad in contempt case

ISLAMABAD: The
Election Commission of
Pakistan {ECP) expressed its
resentment over the non-
appearance of former prime
minister Imran Khan, Fawad
Chaudhry, and Asad Umar
before it in the contempt case,

PTI leaders including Imran
Khan, Fawad Chaudhry and
Asad Umar are facing con-
tempt proceedings for alleged-
Ev speaking against ief

lection Commissioner (CEC)
Sikandar Sultan Raja A four-
member bench of the ECP
headed by Sindh member
Misar Durrani heard the case
in which PTI's lawver Naveed
Anjum showed up At the out-
set of hearing, the Election
Commission  of Pakistan
showed resentment over non-

resence of PT1 chairman
mran Khan, Asad Umar and
Fawad Chaoudhry despite sum-
mons Why don't we release
arrest  warrants  for  the
accused? Sindh’s member in
ECP said. The member
Balochistan observed that
Sindh High Court only barred
from a final decision against
Asad Umar, there are no direc-
tions about others Naveed
Anjum pleaded with the ECP
to give a fresh date on which
Anwar Mansoor Khan will
give ar%uments as he is busy
n Islamabad today The
Balochistan member in the
commission said the law has
to be abided by all the citi-
zens, the rights of Election
Commission of Pakistan are
ensured in the constitution of

Pakistan and no one can snub
them, he added Later, the hear
ing was adjourned until
Ocrober 26 At the outset of
hea ring, the lection Commis
sion of Pakistan showed
resentment over non-presence
of PTI chairman Imran Khan

Asad Umar and Fawa
Chaudhry despite summo
ns.Why don't we release

arrest_warrants for the accu
sed? Sindh’s member in ECP
said. The member Balochistan
observed that Sindh High
Court only barred from a final
decision against Asad Umar,
there are no directions aboul
others Naveed Anjum pleaded
with the ECP to give a fresh
date on which Anwar Mansoor
Khan will give arguments as
he 15 busy in Islamabad INP

PM Shehbaz Sharif to leave
for Kazakhstan tomorrow

ISLAMABAD: Prime
Minister Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif will participate in the 6th
Summit of the Conference on
Interaction and Confidence
Building Measures in  Asia
(CICA) being held in Astana,
Kazakhstan from Wednesday.

According to  details, ~ the
prime minmister will be accompa-
nied by Cabinet members and
sentor officials in the two days
conference. He will also address
the plenary meeting of CICA on
Thursday. L

PM Shehbaz Sharif will elab-
orate upon the m{gn:ﬁc:mc& of
CICA as a unigue forum for pro-
moting interaction, understand-
ing and collaboration amongst
countries across Asia to address
common challenges,

_The Pnme Minister will also
highlight Pakistan’s perspective
on regional and global “issues.
On the sidelines of the Summit,
he will hold bilateral meetings
with the leaders of various
CICA Member States aimed at
fostering preater cooperation.

CICA 15 an intergovernmental
ch:ess comprising 27 countries
from all across Asia. Established
m 1992, 1t fecuses on promoting
peace, security and socio-eco-
nomic development in the Asian
continent. Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz Shanf wall
participate in the 6th Summit of

¢ Conference on Interaction
and Confidence Building
Measures in Asia (CICA) being
held in Astana, Kazakhstan from
Wednesday. According to

STUDENTS OF PAF '?m “The Republic of Korea —The Islamic Republic of Pakistan.

Dete

SCHOOLS & COL- *
LEGES CONTRIBUTE |=¢
IN FLOOD RELIEF
ACTIVITIES

~ While the recent monsoon rainfall and the emerzing
situation of national level floods demand great
and support for saving humanity, working shoulder to
shoulder with the Pakistan Air Force personnel, stu-
dents of PAF Schools and Colleges | i
efforts 1o bring cheers amongst the distressed children

of flood affected areas,

The PAF students came together to raise funds on
their own to buy treats which included chocolates,
sweefs and stationery items for the brothers and sisters
in these testing times. More than 17000 packets com-
prising sweet treats were distributed in the flood affect-
ed areas which br.:n_.LFhT back the lost smiles on the

faces of suffering children.

The activity is reflective of PAF's resolve of being
the first responder 1o the nation's call wherein PAF has
always stepped forward for conduct of relief activities
of those affected by disasters

to alleviate the sufferin
and natural calamities.

orts

s made indigenous

SEOUL

Indus River’s water
declared unsafe for

drinking
Simndh
Department has declared water from Indus River

as ‘unsafe for drinking’ and directed authorities
to take safety precautions before supplying | by

JAMSHORO: The

waler.

Chief Engineer Kotri Barrage Haji Khan
Jamali has penned down a letter to Divisional
Commissioner Hyderabad, DC Jamshoro, MD
Water and Samitation Agency Vasa and other
departments, declaring water of Indus River as

‘unsafe for drinkin

L
In the letter, Cgiqf Engineer Kotri Barrage
directed the authorities concerned to carry out
complete treatment before supplying water to

cities. )
“The flood water bein
Manchar is enterin

be at nsk’.INP

released from Lake
the Indus River”, the letter
stated, noting that the irrigation department and
authorities provide river water to people for
drinking Declaring the water “unhygienic’, the
irrigation department urged authorities to take
safety precautions ‘otherwise human lives may

Irrigation | ment.

MMBL CFDO highlights the power of Fintech

Islamabad;Pakistan’s
largest digital bank,
Mobilink Microfinance
Ban Limited
%MMBL]'S Chief
finance  and  Digital
Officer (CFDO), Sardar
Mohammad Abubakr
shared his expertise on
Fintech Surge: E
&amp,  Fintech -
Society, Inclusion
&amp; the Environment
at the GITEX GLOBAL
2022, held in the 2nd
week of October at
Dubai World Trade
Centre. GITEX GLOB-
AL, the world&#39:s
largest tech show, uni-
fies the world's most
influential ecosystems

at the GITEX Global 2022

advancing  business
ECONOMY, SOCiety, Rﬂd
culture  throu the

sheer power of innova-
tion. MMBL is part of
the VEON group, a
gﬂobal digital operator
that provides converged
connectivity and online
services across seven
countries. As part of its
digital operator strate-
gy, VEON is transform-
ing people's lives, cre-
ating opportunities for
greater digital inclu-
sion, and driving eco-
nomic_ growth across
countries that are home
to more than 8% of the
world’s  population.
During his address,

Sardar Abubakr
stressed the need to rec-
ognize the huge strides
Pakistan has made in
di&iitalizatiotn.
Dedicated to harnessing
the power of technolo-
y. MMBL is at the
forefront of digital
innovation, making dig-
ital and financial solu-
tions more inclusive,
efficient, and affordable
for everyone, esp&clal]ly
women and  Small
&amp, Medium
Enterprises  (SMEs)-
two 15]1IF influential
segments for increased
economic development,
The Bank&#39.5 ever-
growing partnerships

porifolio is a testament
to the expansion we are
doing for maximizing
the outreach of our
financial services.
This year, Gitex Global
is hosting more than
4,500 companies, thou-
sands of exhibitions,

investors, and regula-
tors. With over 40 mil-
lion registered users,
including 15+ million
monthly “active mobile
wallets,
remaing committed to
expanding access to
financial services and

MMBL

: Secretary

Security _Aﬂenci
BASOL visited
Bahrain during overseas deploy-

On arnval
Pakistan MNavy ships were received
Senior
Pakistani embassies and officials of

host navies. The Mission
Commander along with
Commanding Officers of ships

called on high level military leader-
ship of the host countries. Durin
the interactions, matters of mutua
interest and cooperation in mar-
itime secutity, ship building capa-
bility of Pakistan and training
opportunities in PN including sea
training were discussed. Mission
Commander conveyed well wishes
from Chief of the Nawval
Admiral Muhammad Amjad EKhan

details, the prime minister will
be accompanied by Cabinet
members and senior officials in
the two days conference. He will
also address the plenary meeting
of CICA on Thursday, ™

PM Shehbaz Shanf will elab-
orate upon the significance of
CICA as a unique torum for pro-
moting interaction, understand-
ing and collaboration amongst
countries across Asia to address
commaon challenges. )

_The Prime Minister will also
highlight Pakistan's perspective
on tegional and global issues.
On the sidelines of the Summit,
he will hold bilateral meetings
with the leaders of wvarous
CICA Member States aimed at
tostering greater
cooperation INP

=

Ishaq Dar leaves
for US to hold
negotiations with
IMF, WB

ISLAMABAD: Finance
Minister Ishag Dar al with a
delegation on Tuesday left for the

United States (UUS) to negotiate
with the international lenders.

As per details, the delegation led
by Finance Minister Ishaq Dar will

hold  negotiations  with _ the

International Mn:mr:taryk Fund

(IMF) and the World Bank (WB).
Pakistan has been demanding of

the intemnational lenders for new
terms for Pakistan amid devastat-
in%ﬁ{m‘ds in the country.
arlier, Ishag Dar held a virtual
meeting  with  International
Monetary Fund UMF} Mission
Chief, Nathan Porter after taking
charge of the finance ministry.
According to  the handout
released by Finance Ministry, the
finance minister briefed IMF about
the economic situation caused by
the dfvastatigg floods in the coun-
try which affected infrastructure,
crops and the livelihood of the
people TNP

JI moves IHC
against collection
of various taxes on
electricity bills

ISLAMABAD: Jamaat-e-Islami
%Jll} on Tuesday moved Islamabad
High Court (IHC) against collect-
ing taxes on the electricity bills,

he J1 leader challenged the col-
lection of various taxes on electric-
ity bills by the Islamabad Electric
Supply Company (IESCO).

e plaintff in his plea stated
that IEECD is collecting ‘irrele-
vant’ taxes through electricity
bills, which has broken the back-
bone of the masses of the country,

The respondents have been
asked to submit their replies while
the hearing has been adjouned for
two weeks INP

22-year-old girl goes
missing from Lahore
general hospital

LAHORE: A 22-year-old girl
undm‘gnin]g treatment at Lahore
General Hospital wenl missing on
Tuesday, :

According to details, the 22-
rear-old girl — a resident of Green

own- had gone missing from
Lahore General Hospital, where
she was undergoing treatment. The
police have registered an abduc-
tion_case on the complaint of the
victim’s brother The 22-year-old
irl was on her way to university
when she fainted near Chung
Amar Sadhu. The rescue officials
shifted the unconscious girl to the
Lahore General Hospital for med-

se Couperation
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ical treatment INF
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Defence, It. Gen. (retd) Hamood Uz Zaman Khan
and Rear Admiral Faisal Amin, Additional Secretary Defence with
Korean Vice Minister Shin Boem-Chul during Mou signing ceremony
held in Seoul.

PAKISTAN NAVY & PMSA
SHIPS VISITS KUWALIT,
IRAQ AND BAHRAIN

Islamabad: Pakistan MNavy flotilla
comprising Pakistan Navy Ship
HAIBAT and Pakistan Maritime

Miazi for the people of host coun-
tries in general and host navies in

particular,
g (PMS5A) Ship The _ﬂa% showing missions of PN
uwait, Irag and ships included to explore various

of

at host countnes,

representatives  of

Staff

and 100,000+ attendees
from 170 countries, in
addition to over 1000
industry leaders and
subject experis from
diverse fields as speak-
ers. Building a bridge
between technology and
fimance, Fintech Surge
featured 100+ ;%Ipha v
leading financial indus-
try experts, entrepre-
NEeurs, innovators,

bridging the financial
%ﬂ 5 that persist n
akistan Abubakr
underlined that the non-
financial factors includ-
ing enavironment, social,
and governance are cru-
cial to the sustainability
of the fintech 'tndust?'
therefore, these shou d
be considered to initiate
long-term  growth with
reduced risks. INP

avenues of cooperation in domains

maritime security and opera-

tional interoperability, At harbour,
cross ship visits by naval personnel
and traiming facilities were exhibit-
ed for familiarization. The indige-
nously constructed PNS HAIBAT
was showecased as a lestimony to
Pakistan’s Ship construction capa-
bility. On completion of port calls,
bilateral exercises between PN and
navies of host countries were con-
ducted to enhance naval coopera-
tion and interoperability.

The port calls of PN and PM3A
Ships to Kuwait, Irag and Bahrain
will provide opportunity to further
enhance existing close diplomatic
ties and cordial relations among
friendly countries INP

DUBAL: Federal Minister for IT and Telecommunication, Syed
Amin Ul Haque inaugurating Pakistan Pavilion at “Gitex Global
2022 "in Dubai.
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Malala Yousufzai arrives in
Pakistan to visit flood-hit areas

KARACHI: Mobel laureate Malala Yousufzai on
T?Eqda landed in Karachi to visit the flood-hit areas
of Sindh.

_ Twenty four-year-old Malala, who holds the distine-
tion of being the youngest Nobel Peace Prize winner in
history, is being accompanied by her parents during the
m]%_a_rm_d strict security.

This is the second time that the 2014 Nobel peace
prize winner has visited Pakistan.

Malala, a Pashtun girl from Pakistan Swat Valley,
ot shot in the face by the Taliban when she was just
5 for refusing to waive off her rig|tﬂ to education and

has since resided in Birmingham where she was airlifi-
ed for treatment after the assassination attempt.

The shooting drew widespread international con-
demnation.

R x

QUETTA: Balochistan’s Pariia_l;lentar}f Sec-retarf for Information Bushra Rind visiting stall dur-

AT UN, Pakistan, speaking
for G77/China, seeks
emergency steps to offset

ing book Mela.

Court exempts
PM Shehbaz
from appearance

in money
launderi ATION -
un enng NATIDNES:PHklstal}: speakin
LAHORE: Special court _on | $3- S einping  omoapo

Tuesday granted exemption from

COUTt dppearance to prime minister
P&} Shehbaz Sharif in a money laun-
ering case. : i

PM Shehbaz Shanf and his scn
Hamza are facing a case of Rsl6 bil-
lion in money laundering through fake
companies. )

At the start of today’s hearing, PM
Shehbaz Sharif's counsel submitted a
plea seeking exemption from the cournt
iggeamnoe, citing the engagement of

premier in the important matters of
the country. :

The counsel pleaded with the court
to grant one-day exemption to PM
Shehbaz Sharif from the court appear- ]
ance, which was accepted by the | security
court. ; TORTEesSs

In the last hearing, PM Shehbaz told | Sustainable
the court that he, in E:_s capacity as the
chief minister of Punjab for 20 years,
made decisions that “hurt”™ his fami-
Iy's sugar business. INP

nomic

COVID-19,

UN, told
Islamabad
reports 73 new

dengue cases

ISLAMABAD: Dengue fever cases
continue to rise in Islamabad, as the
federal capital has reported 73 fresh

gars in

and China), Monday called
for EMETHENCY mMEeEAsSUres o
overcome the recent “shocks”
to the world economy, includ-

ing the coronavirus pandemic
and the spike in commodities
prices that have dispropor-
tionately impacted the poor-
est countries.

“The severe global eco-
ic  shocks

instability. market volatility,
have raised the scepter of the
food, finance, debt crisis and
created challenges to energy
n reversed
towards

Goals (SDGs),” Ambassador
Munir Akram

resentative of Pakistan to the

arrister Fahad Malik,

She has become an intemmationally recognised sym-
bol of resistance to the Taliban's efforts of denving
women education and other rights. o

In 2014, Yousafzal became the youngest recipient of
the Nobel Peace Prize at the age of 17 in recognition of
her efforts for children's rights. This is the second time
that the 2014 MNobel peace prize winner has visited
Pakistan Malala, a Pashtun girl from Pakistan Swat
Valley, got shot in the face by the Taliban when she
was just 15 for refusing to waive off her right to edu-
cation and has since resided in Birmingham where she
was airlifted for treatment after the assassination
attempt. The shooting drew widespread international

condemnation, She %as become an internationally
recognised symbol of resistance to the Taliban's efforis
of denying women education and other rights INP

T E D Assembly Second
Committee, which deals with
economic and financial mat-
ters. : :

Speaking in a debate on
Sustainable Development., he
said that despite best efforts,
developing nations are strug-
gling to  achieve 1'|l;:-t3’c:lliJ
pm?ress on a wide range of
goals and targets.

Pakistan 13 the current
chairman of G77 and China,
which now has 134 members
and 1s the United Nations’
biggest intergovernmental
group of emerging countries.

The G77 chairman estimat-
ed the shortfall in financing
for development at 83 t:‘ilJZ
lion, with developing coun-
tries suffering the most mn this
regard, even though they are
disproportionately hit by the
deleterious effects of climate
change Since these countries
do not have the means INP

countries

caused by
geopolitical

the
Development

ermanent rep-

the General

Court reserves verdict in
Fahad Malik murder case

ISLAMABAD: A local court

murdered on Margalla Road in a

reserved its verdict after six densetr populated area of
murder case of Islamabad allegedly by accused
MNoman Khokhar, Raja Arshad

ECP rejects govt's request to
postpone by-elections for 90 days

ISLAMABAD: The Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP} on Tuesday quashed the federal gov-
ernment’s request 1o postpone the by-elections for 90
da_}"s ahead of the exsectpd Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf

FTI) long march and said that by-elections will be
eld on Oct 16 ) o

Itis nent to mention that on Sunday, in its letter
to the ECP, the interior mimistry mentioned that the
'gari;v' could "besiege” Islamabad between October
12-17, and the date coincides with October 16 on
which the by-elections are scheduled to be held.

In this regard, a meeting was held under the chair-
mamhtﬂ of Chief Election Commissioner Sikandar
Sultan %1& todday, in which the Defense Secretary and
Defense Secretary also participated,

Dunt‘_lﬁ the meeting, it was decided that the by-elec-
tions will be held as per schedule — on October 16 -
while it has also been decided to postpone the election

in Kurram's NA-45 due to the law and order simation,
According to the Election Commission, local body
elections in all districts of Karachi Division will also
be held as per the schedule, which is October 23
The letter to ECP further stated that "This would
require the maximum deployment of all available
:‘EEPS to maintain peace in the capital city," the letter

. The letter also cited the losses incurred and the nise
in diseases following the recent catastrophic floods as
the reason for the postponement of by-polls.

The ministry mentioned wrote that most resources
have been diverted toward relief and rehabilitation
efforts across flood-hit areas in the country, therefore,
it would put immense strain on government agencies,
including the Pakistan Army, Frontier Corps, Kangers,
and other LEAs 1o utilise its resources and carry the
extra work during election duties. INP

Indian envoy summoned

to convey strong protest over
custodial death of Altaf Ahmed Shah

ISLAMABAD: The Indian Charge d’ Affaires
(Cd’A) on Tuesday was summoned to the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs to convey Government of
Pakistan's strong protest over the inhuman custodi-
al death of Hurriyat leader Altaf Ahmed Shah, who
had been imprisoned in the infamous Tihar Jail for
the last five years.

It was deplored that despite Pakistan's expres-
sion of serious concerns over Altal Ahmed Shah’s
sharply detenuratmﬁ health, as well as his daugh-
ter’s letter addressed to the Indian Prime Minister
apprising him of Shah's precaricus health condi-
tion, the Indian government remained completely
indifferent It was demanded of the Indian govern-
ment to immediately investigate the custodial death
of Altaf Ahmed Shah and hold to account all those
responsible for the brutality, the Foreign Office
Spokesperson said in a press release Pakistan has
further demanded that the mortal remains of Altaf
Ahmed Shah be promptly returned to his family so
that a proper burial of the deceased in accordance
with their wishes can be carried out. The spokesper-
son further said that the government of India not
only failed to provide satisfactory medical care to
Altaf Ahmed Shah who was suffering from renal
cancer but also created inordinate delays in his hos-
pitalization and essential diagnostic tests.Even
maore heart-wrenching was the fact that the Indian
authorities remained adamant in denying Shah’s
family access to meet him while deliberately delay-
ing the court hearing of his bail plea on humanitar-
1an grounds. It was evident that Altaf Ahmed Shah

Pakistan railways
to restore three
express trains from
Oct 20

LAHORE: Pakistan
Railways on Tuesday

was victimized and punished because he was the
son-in-law of revered Hurriyat leader Sved Ali
Geelani and a true representative of the Kashmiri
people. ; -

“His death is the consc?ucnue of the Indian gov-
ermment’s willful and deliberate negligence, utter
disregard for human rights and its systematic cam-
paign to suppress and brutalize the Hurriyat lead-
ers,” it was added, _

Recalling the condemnable custodial death of
Hurrivat leader Ashraf Sehrai last year, after his
victimization and arrest under the draconian Public
Safety Act (PSA), the Indian Cd'A was conveyed
Pakistan’s grave apé:rehensmns regarding the ruth-
less treatment meted out to Hurrivat leaders includ-
ing Muhammad Yasin Malik, Massarat Aalam Bhat,
Shabbir Ahmad Shah, Nayeem Ahmad Khan,
Aasiya Andrabi and several others who have been
facing illegal detentions in fabricated cases.

“Equally concerning is the fact that many of
these Hurriyat leaders including Muhammad Yasin
Malik are suffering from chronic ailments and
require urgent medical attention. It is also alarming
that at least 4 Kashmiri political prisoners have
died in Indian custody since 2019." the spokesper-
son said “The Government of India has also been
called upon to desist from unlawfully keeping the
indigenous Kashmiri leadership hostage and deny-
ing them their fundamental human rights, immedi-
ately halt its state-sponsored terrorism in the
MOJK, release all political prisoners incarcerated
on trumped-up charges INP

Local Thar-coal based
electricity generation to jump
to 1,320 MW in December

decided to restore the
operation of three express
trains from Karachi.

A meeting chaired by
Railways Minister
thw;fa Saad Rafique
decided 1o restore opera-
tion of Millat Express,
Allama Igbal and Sukkur
Express from Karachi.

The session expressed
satisfaction over the occu-
pancy rate, punctuality
and cleanliness of trains.

The meeting also
reviewed Thar Coal trans-
portation  project  and
compiled the details of
the scheme, )

It also _discussed
restoration of ML-I, 11
and T1L

Earlier, Pakistan
Ratlways had decided to
Testore passenger trains to
Karachi from October 2,
miore than a month after
being suspended on
August 26 followin
flooding in Sindh that ha

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Energy
Khurram Dastgir Khan on Tuesday
said that total electricity generation
from local Thar coal would jump to
1,320 MW with addition of 330 MW
by ThalNova Power Thar Ltd’s Plant
in December Addressing a press con-
ferencing here, the minister said that
the Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif,
the other day, formally inaugurate
330 MW_HUBCO Thar Coal Power
Plant which increased the electricity
eneration to 990 MW from local
har coal. He said the people had
started getting dividends of projects
launched br Muhammad Nawaz
Shanf in 2014 As many as 660 MW
electricity had already been supgh&d
to the National pgrid since 2019

through local Thar coal, he added.

The minister said that another
1,320 MW Shanghi Electric_Thar
Coal Power Project under China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC)
would start generation before the next
summer which would help double
electricity peneration to 2640 MW.

He said Thar coal reserves was a
blessing for the entire country, adding
that as per initial estimate, the
reserves stood 175 billion metric
tons. The Thar coal reserves spread
an area of over 100 square kilometers
and had been divided into 13 blocks,
he said. The minister zaid currently
put of total 13 blocks, only two
blocks were opened. Presently, three
power plants with accumulative
capacity of 920 MW had been opera-
tionalized on local Thar coal IN

disrupted the railway link

Fahad Malik, a nephew of Sith the praince TP

former Chairman Senate and
PTI leader Mohammed Mian
Soomro, was gunned down in
Sector F-10 of Islamabad in
Aungust 2016

istrict and Sessions Judge

and Raja Hashim, while dis-
charging his legal duties as a
lawyer, to reach a compromise
between two parties

Fahad Malik, a nephew of
former Chairman Senate and
PTI leader Mohammed Mian

cases of infection during the past 24
hours, o

According to District Health Officer
§DHO} Islamabad, as many as 73
engue cases were reported in
Islamabad during the past 24 hours,

Sindh gets
back control

:“kjn' éh.e Eﬂ'ﬁl “L”“'?f’ of infections | Ay Rabbani reserved decision Soomro, was gunned down in of three
O e meven o o st their | 2fter completion of arguments Sector F-10 of Islamabad in i k E -~ Bl o |
livecule seven people have 10st IheIr | from lawyers of the two sides.  August 2016. : Karachi ISLAMABAD: Chief Guide First Lady Begum Samina Arif Alvi addressing
at&p;:d B OENEUCTAn amiiag, e Advocate Akram Cureshi and istrict and Sessions Judge f to Girls Guides during celebration of International Day of the Girl at Pakistan
s S i ided | Zain Qureshi represented the Ata Rabbani reserved decision hﬂspitals Girl Guides Association National Headguarters,
b}{' the D Tslamabed 43 f the total p1ainll a&sd I{h!: mxrdﬁrdwclt{tm. ?llt’l' Icmﬂp!eu&}rn h::rf srguments | Lo o .
: COUSE a]a Arsha aja rom lawyers of the two sides. . aindh gov- Hl ff
;}~ Iﬁa:ﬂéwfsﬁemgﬁﬁﬂde E:fe;t‘?é ﬁﬁ Hashim and léluman Khokhar Advocate Akram Qureshi and | emment has got back con- na rea lrms
m‘?rm—].éed r:}m urban premises were %fllmiga}ed inlthe murdeé Zlailn . urwséhi}.I repre;enteld the | trol iﬂf tfhree Jf'ltmc}'lldhmi . ’
: ] case, & defence [awyers an plaintil]l and the murder victim pitals rom the redeéra P kl f
ki aynﬁqumghﬁ:aﬁ?ﬁsﬁ uggirt!;? prosecutor have also concluded Accused Raja Arshad, Raja | government after three a Stan S Suppﬂrt Or

their contentions.

Hashim and Noman Khokhar
District and Sessions .'lul:lﬁe i
e

Islamabad in the last 24 houwrs, 10 to are Tomiaated 56 this marder

years. .
the Federal General Hospital, and According to details,

UN peacekeeping

3 : - Ata Rabbani will announce t case. The defence lawyers and | the control of Jinnah
sl shs Holy Eantly Hoopetal INE verdict of Barrister Fahad Malik  prosecutor have also concluded | Hospital, the National . . ) !
murder case on October 18 their contentions District and | Institute . of ISLAMABAD : Minister of State Military Observers Group in India
KWB chief writes Barrister Fahad Malik was Sessions Judge INP Cardiovascular Diseases | for Foreign Affairs Hina Rabbani and Pakistan (UNMOGIP) was a
&NI{C.‘VTJI'}. : and lh?‘ Fhkar an‘ ”Tuesdayf r&i&ﬁrmcd aF\trm?uE of thi:'d K]'~i’[fI cmrldmnm{:m tg
. 1 Tl ational  Institute  of | Pakistan’s full support for UN peace-  the Jammu and Kashmir dispute, an
tl'l Sl]ldil IG Plan nlng MlﬂlStry Pediatrics Karachi | keeping inc:luding??he country’s com-  recognition of the need for iI:s peace-

against Karachi’s
tanker mafia
selling

unsanitary water

KARACHI ; The Chief Executive
Officer (CEQ) of Karachi Water
Board (KWB) has written a letter to
Inspector General (1G) Sindh gg{gm
to stop the tanker mafia_from selling
unsanitary water in the city,

Talkm]g to a private TV channel
Syed Salahuddir :
tanker mafia is selling hazardous
water collected from Sakran, Thatta,
and GharoHe said that the water
tanker mafia 15 selling unsanitary
water collected from outskint areas of

staged a

employees

Special
Ministry.

with
demands.
Karachi He said that lower districts
such as Keiman, Korangi and District
South are deprived of water due to the
puncturing of pipelines and stealing of
water in the upper districts. There are
no bypassing pipelines to provide
water to the sputhern districts, he
added. Salahuddin added that the
KWB has formed a committee to iden-
tify illegal connections and present a
report every 10 days. The action
against such mafia should be across
the board, without any biases towards
Eolmcall influenced tanker owners,
e added INP

allowances,

The

Pakpattan: Sub-inspector
martyred in police
encounter

PAKPATTAN Sub-inspector
Sarwar Akram embraced martyrdom
while two other police officials were
imjured during a police encounter in
Pakpattan According | to  details,
dacoits were robbing citizens when a
police party reached the spot. Fleeing
robbers fired shots at police and dur-
ing an exchange of fire, Sub-inspector

Sarwar embraced martyrdom while a
robber was also shot dead. [NP

Islamabad, demandin
percent increase in their execu-
tive allowances.
According to  details,
of Ministry of
Planning, Development
Initiatives
rotest rally from Block-P to

uddin Ahmed said that the EE“‘?"'Q‘ against the Finance

ened to boycott meetings of the
ministry, Executive Committee

employees demand increase in

executive allowances

ISLAMABAD: The employ- of
ees of Planning Minist

the National Economic

have Council and other platforms if
protest rally in  their demands were not accept-
a 150 ed

The employees claimed that
the finance division has flouted
the orders of the federal cabi-
net, adding that the executive
allowance was awarded only to
a certain group of bureaucrats,

The finance division’s notifi-
cation is a malicious violation
of the Cabinet's decision, the

the

and
held a

The protesters were carrying demonstrators said, adding that
banners and placards inscrsheﬁ

slogans
ey were demand-
'mq% the implementation of
[530pe increase in executive
The i
affairs were disrupted due to
the demonstration,

rotestors have threat-

a protest would be stage on a
daily basis for two hours from
LOmMOrrow,

The protestors have also
threatened to boycott office
work from Monday until the
ﬁﬂvarnmem fulfills  their
emands. They have also decid-
ed to move court against the
Finance Division’s notifica-
tion. INP

and  their

ministry’s

:.-. #'

(MNICH) was handed over
to the Sindh government
due to the tireless efforts
of provincial health min-
ister Dr Azra Pechucho.
The federal govern-
ment  approve the
request to transfer the
control of three major
hospitals in Karachi to the
provincial government
After the approval of the
federal government,
Jinnah Hospital, NICVD,
NICH Karachi will be
given to the Sindh gov-
emment on a 25-year
lease Sindh government
will look after the admin-
istrative  amd financial
affairs of the three Im_a:j_ﬁr
hospitals of Karachi, The
control of hospitals was
taken over by the federal
avernment during
akistan Tehreek-e-
| G | S S (o
overnment. Under  the
ease agreement, the land
of the three hospitals in
Karachi will remain in the
name of the federal INP

mitment to promoting gender per-
spective in peacekeeping and peace-
building. ; ]

The minister of state, in a meetin
with the Under-Secretary-Genera
USG) for UN D;partmem of Peace

perations, Jean-Pierre Lacroix here
at  Foreign Office, underscored
Pakistan's uni:i’ue role and contribu-
tion as one of the top troop-contribut-
ing countries over decades.

‘hey exchanged views on further
enhancing the effectiveness of peace-
keeping operations through advanc-
mgl; political processes, ensuring the
safely and security of peacekeepers,
and provision of adequate resources
corresponding to the mandates.

_ The minister of state noted that the
important work carried out by the UN

ful resolution. ; :

The USG appreciated Pakistan's
leading role in UN peacekeeping and
paid trnibute to Pakistani peacekeepers
who have made the ultimate sacrifice
while serving under the UN flag.

‘The minister of state, in a meetin
with the Under-Secretary-Genera
g.,}SG} for UN Department of Peace

perations, Jean-Pierre Lacroix here
at Foreign Office, underscored
Pakistan's unigue role and contribu-
tion as one of the top troop-contribut-
ing countries over decades They
exchanged views on further enhanc-
ing the effectiveness of peacekeeping
operations through advancing politi-
cal processes, ensuring the safety and
security of peacekeepers, and provi-
sion of adequate resources, NP

‘Govt won’t let any political party,
armed group to attack centre’

ISLAMABAD: Interior Minister
Rana Sanaullah has said that the
government will not let any politi-
cal party, gang or armed group
attack and take the Centre hostage
at any cost,

Interior Minister Rana Sanaullah
chaired an important session to
review the law and order situation
and strategy to stop the expected
long march of the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf {FTI%.

The participants of the meeting
assurecf maintenance of the
Constitution and law in any genre
of threat to the Centre. The interi-
or minister said that the provincial
government has a responsibility to
stop the illegal moves of invading
the Centre. o _

He directed the administrations
of the provinces and the independ-
ent regions of Gilgit-Baltistan
&GB} and Azad Jammu and

ashmir (AJK) to ensure compli-
anc; with tI'El.g _Iau;.

"Any pelitical part ang ot
militig a.?e not aIIEweﬁ’ tg aﬁack

the Centre. We will not let any
ﬁmup and militia take the Centre
ostage.” said Sanaullah

Sanaullah said that the Centre
and 1ts units will proceed to stux
such unconstitutional steps,
pcrlltl_c:alg:rart}r or ;I;mup will not be
permitted to paralyse the state by
attacking the centre. )

“Pakistan 15 a responsible state
and the government will not give
permission for setting this kind of
example. Chief secretaries must
ensure to not let an overnment
employee be part of the invasion
on the Centre_ It is the duty of the
government employees to provide
protection to the state against any
genre of aggression,” ;

The interior minister said that
the federal government has con-
cerns over the participation of
some government employees on
the May 25 long march. Moreover,
he said that required resources an
contingents of law enforcers
should be provided to the
Centre INP




