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Dar hopes Pakistan
will be out of
FATF’s grey list

ABC Certified

Imran gives govt ‘few more
days’ to announce elections or
else prepare for party’s march

PM Shehbaz

concerned over
rising Water borne
diseases In
Balochistan

AZIZ MARRI

Mian Shehbaz
Sharif, the Prime
Minister of Pakistan
has shown serious con-
cerns over the rise of
water-borne  diseases
in Balochistan. The
Premier wisited the
Jacobabad area of
Sindh and then landed
in the SohbatPur dis-
trict of Balochistan
today.
The PM was wel-
comed by Mir Abdul

ddus Bizenjo, CM

alochistan and Sardar
Akhtar Mengal, the
BNP-M  chief, and
other high-ups of the

camp established by
the Government of
Balochistan in

basis as its the root
cause of diseases
spread in the dis-

PM offered

provingial govt,
Prime
Minister
visited a
Flood Relief
camp in

SohbatPur
The Prime Minister
visited a flood relief

SohbatPur. The PM
checked data of total
flood affectees in the
camp and has shown
SErious cOncerns over
the fast spread of
Malaria, iarrhoea,
and other water-borne
disorders in  the
province,

“We will have to
drain the still water

trict”, the Prime
Minister told Media.
Flood water level
has dropped in man
areas of bot
rovinces but in
ohbatPur its still
high, the govt
should use its
machinery for quick
drainage of water
from the district, he
added.

osseihetol,
e 15

The Pakistani Prime
Minister also  wvisited
Khuzdar district for offer-
iﬁrig Fatiha of Sardarzada

ehr Ullah Mengal, the
brother of Sardar Atta
Lllah M , and Uncle
of Sardar ar Mengal,
the BNP-M chief. He vis-
ited the hometown, Wadh
of Sardar Akhtar Mengal

on  an  emergency

\' /

ISLAMABAD: A delegation of Saudi Development Fund
calls on Shehbaz Sharif Prime Minister of Pakistan.

A student killed 3

for offering Fatiha.

Quetta: Court

BHC judges
committee terms
Meskanzai martyrdom
an irreparable loss

Stafl Reporter

QUETTA: The Balochistan
High Court (BHC) judges
committee termed the mar-
tyrdom of former chief jus-
tice BHC, Muhammad Noor
Meskanzai as an irreparable
loss, Chief Justice BHC, Mr.
Justice  Naeem = Akhtar
Afghan chaired the judges’
committee 5 meeting on
Monday.

Senior judges of the BHC,
Mr. Justice Hashim Khan
Kakar, Mr. Justice Kamran
Malakhail, Mr. Justice Rozi
Khan Bareech, Mr. Justice
Abdul Hameed Baloch, Mr.
Justice Abdullah Baloch and
other judges participated in
the condolence meeting.

BHC judges paid ric!Fl trib-
ute to Muhammad Noor
Meskanzai, the former ClJ
BHC and CJ Federal Shariat

e

convict

Court. The judges observed
that the former CJ] BHC had
played an important role in
strengthening the judiciary
and judicial system in the
country and province. )

The judges expressed seri-
ous concern over the barbar-
ic act and prayed for the
departed soul, a press release
issued by the BHC said on
Monday evening.

Members of the legal fra-
ternity also observed a boy-
cott  of courts across
Balochistan te mount the
killing of the former top
judge of the Fmvince,
Almost all bodies of the legal
fraternity have announced
three days of mourning to
condemn the Is:i'llirtg.q of
Muhammad Moor
Meskanzai. the former CJ
BHC.

armed men

and killed Mr

Unknown
opened fire

=

Meskanzai in Balochistan’s
Kharan district the other day.
Police said the armed
accused opened fire at the
former CJ when he came out
of the mosque after offering
praver.

The Balochistan govern-
ment has formed a_ joint
interrogation team (JIT) to
robe into the killing of the
ormer  top A{udge —of the
rD".-'l'EHT:E. ucnrdmr . to
Ealﬂp]ustan Home and Tribal
Affairs Department, the JIT
would comprise police.
Counter-Terrorism
Department (CTD), 181, and
Military intelligence offi-
cers. The JIT would submit
its report to the Balochistan
J_f_uvcmmcnt within 30 days.

he DIG CTD would lead the
JIT in |nvesn§jnng the mur-
der of Mr eskanzai. an
official notification issued
by the home department said,

s 4 accused to

life imprisonment in a murder case

Sved Kaleem Shah

QUETTA: The additional Session
Judge Sarvab One, Mr Aurangzeb
Ghuman convicted four accused 1o
life imprisonment after being found
guilty in a murder caze, The accused
were also found guilty of other
crimes, and they were charged
Harjana ( the amount that the
accused will pay 1o the victim).

Deputy Public Prosecutor Shadab
Murn prosecuted the case on behalf
of the government. According to the
prosecution, the bailed accused Siraj
Ahmed, Darkhan, Muhammad

Eahim, Bahadur Khan, and the
ghsconding  accused Muhammad
Amin, Saddam, Abdul Rahim, and
Abdul Rahman were brought to the
police stanion Sarvab on October 28,

2020, The accused attacked the house
of Muhammad Rahim and seriously
injured his sons Saifullah, Safiullah,
and Asadullah  through firearm
wealgins. later on, Asadullah sue-
cumbed o injuries,

The judee of the count sentenced
the accused Sirap Ahmed, Darkhan,
Muhammad Rahim, and Bahadur
Khan to life impnsonment after
being found guilty under Section 302
of the Criminal Code. They were also
senfenced o Seven years in prison,
while under Section 148, the accused
were sentenced to three years in
prison and were fined Rs 5500000
per person

injured in Kohar
Dam area of Loralai

By Aziz Marri

LORALAL A voung student was
killed and another three students
E{!‘t injured in a finng incident in

alochistan’s Loralar district on
Monday.
~ Levies sources said the finng
incident Ilag'b ened in the Kohar
dam area of Loralai, The smdents
belong to the Loralan University,

The dead student was identified
as Israr Khan. He was stated to be
the only brother of four sisters.

The injured students were rushed
to the district headquarters hospital
in Loralai for medical treatment

An emergency was declared in
the hospital to provide medical
treatment 1o the imured of the
attack.

A large number of people
belonging to various walks of life
reached the hospital and strongly
condemned the attack,

Home Minister condemns the
attack

Home Minister Balochistan, Mir
Ziaullah Langove stm?]gh\,_' con-
demned the incident and directed
the administration and police to
arrest the culprits behind the attack.
He directed the deputy inspector
general of police Loralai to submit
a report in this regard

Mr. Langove said the elements
involved in the klling of youn
students would not be spared an
they would be brought to justice.

Dar hopes Pakistan
will be out of

FATEF’s

WASHINGTOMN: Finance Minister Ishag Dar,
who is on an official visit to the United States
(LUS), met Pakistani-American tech entrepreneurs
on Monday

During the meeting, the role of the IT sector in
Pakistan’s economic development was emphasised.

The Pakistani-American tech entrepreneurs
assured the finance minister of cooperation in
strengthening the IT sector of Pakistan.

Ishaq Dar also met the Chief Executive Officer
(CEQ) of the Islamic Trade Finance Corporation
(ITFC

an?neer Halni Salem, the CEOQ, appreciated the
support of Pakistan to the ITFC

e also discussed with the finance minister ways
and means to further strengthen Pakistan’s cooper-
ation with ITEC.

Earlier, while addressing a press conference in
Washington on Sunday night, Ishag Dar expressed
optimism that Pakistan would be out of the grey list
of the Financial Action Task Force (FATF)

He also said that Pakistan worked hard to exit the
grey list of the FATF, “A meeting is expected in a
few days, and the government is hopeful that the

Imran gives govt ‘few more days’

or else

Former pnme minister and PTI Chairman Imran Khan on Monday

stopped short of

ving a final date for his planned march toward

[slamabad, saying that he was giving some more tme to the government,

but warned that he would not delay 1t beyond October, :
The PTI leader made the remarks during a press conference in

[slamabad, a day after his party stunned its rivals and won a majonty of

seats in by-polls,

“I am %wmg them %vamenn titne just for the sake of the country,”

he sand. T repeat that t

ey still have time to announce elections, and if they

don't, [ will begin my march, and my preparations are almost complete

Imran accused his

olitical nval an

PML-N supremo Nawaz Shanf of

attempting to delay elections, saying “he {Shanf) 15 afraid to got to polls
because of the PT['s constantly growing pquulanty." =
Imran said Nawaz was waifing for the PTT's wave of support to dimin-

ish before elections could be held.

He ruled out the possibility of dialogue with the government, saving
“this i3 very hard to do as vou can talk to Baloch and Sindhi nationalists,

but not with cnminals.”

The PTI chief sard the ultimate goal of the ruling coalition was to secure
a Mational Reconciliation Order (NRO) — a reference to relief in cormup-

tion cases.

He said a high-profile appointment such as that of the army chief should
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country will come out of it,” he hoped.

It is to be noted here that the first FATF Plenary,
under the two-year Singapore Presidency of T Raja
Kumar, will take place on October 20-21, while the
watchdog will held a press conference to announce
|t5duutcomc5 on the same day that the meeting
eiids

He said that the purpose of his visit to the US
was to attend the meetings of International
Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank (WB) to
assure them that Pakistan would continue its eco-
nomic policies. ;

The finance minister said that the global lenders
had asked him not to give subsidies, adding he had
assured them that Pakistan would complete all
promises made to the IMF and the WB.

The finance minister also said that the WB and
other international agencies had estimated the loss-
es caused by floods fo be at $32.4 billion.

“In addition, $16 billion has been estimated for a
flood rehabilitation programme in the country,” he
stated “The government is already working on a
rehabilitation programme for Nood-hit people,” he
added INP

PM Shehbaz Sharif
calls cabinet
meeting Today

ISLAMABAD : Prime Minister
Shehbaz Shanf will summon the
federal cabinet meeting Tuesday at
11am at PM house.

According to  sources, PM

Shehbaz Sharif will preside over
the meeting to discuss country's
olitical and economic sifuation
foreover, the cabinet members
will also discuss the US President's
statement,

A review of the by-election
results is also on the agenda, and
sl‘?mﬁcant decisions are anticipat-
ed to be made during the
meeting. [MP

Swati sent to
jail on judicial
remand

ISLAMABAD: A local court in
Islamabad Monday sent PTI
Senator Azam Swati to jail on judi-

cigl remand in the controversial
tweets case, .
Swati was presented before sen-

wor  givil  judge Muhammad
Shabbir’s court after the expiry of
his extended one-day physical
remand. ] )
During the hearing, Swati’s
lawyer Babar Awan told the court
that the Federal Investigation
Agency (FLA) was praying for the
recovery of the tweet sent by
Swati
He also claimed before the court
that the senator had an injury on
one of his fingers and had a Trac-
ture as well.On the other hand, the
prosecutor reguested the court that
a three-day physical remand of the
senator be approved. But the court
rejected the request and instead
sent Swati to jail on judicial
remand.Before the senator was
sent on judicial remand, his lawyer
Awan had pleaded to the courf to
E:r:sem his client before 1pm as he
ad to appear before another court
The court had initially turmed down
Awan’s request but FIA was later
asked to present Swat earlier INP

to announce elections

prepare for party’s march

be appointed on ment,” he said.

Imran sa

1

tailing his
decided that we ]'::.ﬂlll-lfIH
this issue ’

while the party
Rights [‘uuF:'Lcri?

Earlier in the press conference, Imran said his
cussion about the “custodial torture™ inflicted on 3
Senator Azam Swati was stnipped naked in custody and tortured
same treatment that was allegedly given to Shahbaz Gill,

“| felt 50 ashamed that we humiliate our people this way,”

The PT1 chief questioned the logic behind torturing a *73-vear-old sen-
ator” over a “mere tweet”, “He (Swati) was beaten in front of his .
lads and then was taken to police station where law enforcers handed his
custody to z_tgencm;s, who then subjected him to more torture,” he Imran.

) 1 the incident brought disrepute to Pakistan, and created an
impression as if “the army is out of control and could do a.n],jthm%k.l"

5 next line of action, the PTI chief said, “We have
call special sessions of KPP and Punjab assemblies on

not be made by “criminals like Mawaz or Zardari”, “The army chief should

rtv had a detmled dis-
T leaders, saying tlhat
the

anid-

He added that PT1 senators will file a petition with the Supreme Coun,
will approach interational orgamsations, the Human
HRC) in Geneva to register its concern regarding the
alleged torture of 1ts leaders. Without naming anyone, the ex-premier said
that “a man posted in Islamabad” was behind the action
against his party’s leaders. Web Desk

eing taken
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Floods expose

Tuesday,October, 18,2022

|

construction quality of
dams in Balochistan

Flash floods unleashed by torrential rains exposed the construction

uality of dams across Balochistan. Hemﬂr
%uetta and other parts of Balochistan recent

rainfall wreaked havoc in
v. Floods swept away dozens

of small delay and check dams in different parts of the province.

Orver the

ears, the provincial and federal governments constructed

hundreds of dams to check the wastage of rainy water. Successive gov-
ernments merely celebrated the completion of projects rather than focus-

ing on the construction

uality of

ms. Although, the dams and lakes

consiructed by British colonial rulers in different parts of Balochistan are
still intact even after more than a century.
Breaching of dams puts human lives at peril
Breaching of dams not only failed to save rainy water rather it also put
human lives at peril in Pishin, Barkhan, Lasbella, Kohlo, Killa Abdullah,
Killa Saifullah and other districts of the province, Rains-related incidents
have claimed 65 lives till the filing of this editorial. This is simply disas-
trous and a failure from all concerned quarters.

Flash floods also sw
crops 1n VArious Pﬂl‘ts ¥

the province.

ept away poorly constructed roads and standin
fp el %‘his all needs a thorough imrast:%

ation. Irrigation and Communication Works (C&W) departments are
nown for commission and corruption. . o
Commission, corruption a common word in C&W and lrrigation

de‘Fanm ents

his is a good opportunity for those at the helm of affairs to make sure

Wor

lrangpar&ncx in the utilization of funds by the two departments. Since
commission 15 an open secret in the two departments, the Chief

Secretary of Balochistan should form a high-powered committee com-
prising committed and honest retired and serving officers to probe into

the breaching of dams.

The quality of construction of roads in Quetta and all districts of
Balochistan should also be probed to |mgrmfe socio-economic condi-
1

tions. The irony with Balochistan is that

rst the province has meager

resources and second they too are ruthlessly used/ swallowed,
Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir Quddus Bizenjo and his coalition part-
ners must ga beyond words and launch an inquiry into the breaching of

dams and

amage to roads.

Complaining to the president

It took more than two
years for a widow to get
relief from the ultimate
office of the head of the
state, for the release of a
small amount of around
Rs400,000 wrongly with-
held by a bank 'In the
redress process that legal-
v is of six months, she
exhausted all options,
:m:]ur:]u'l%:I going_to the
erring  bank, Banking
Mohtasib of Pakistan
BMP), and to the presi-

nt of the country.

Although 60 days is too
long a period to get relief
mvolving a8 small sum
amount wet, 1t 15 owver-
stretched, According 1o
banking regulations, in
case of a complaint, the
concerned bank, as a first
stop, should not take more
than 45 days to resolve. If
the complainant is unsat-
isfied, then s'he can
approach the BPM. which
hould work out the solu-
tion in 60 days. The presi-
dent is authorized to take
90 days to decide on the
appe.ar of the aggneved

mﬁ;venhe!iﬂs, looking
at the cases that reach the
head of the state for adju-
dication, one is ami to
see how simple these
issues are, which should
not have arizen in the first
place or at the utmost
should have been resolved
at the bank customer serv-
e instead of reaching the
top office of the state.

ake, for example, the
case of ome widow. Her
husband, Mian Allah
Wasava, availed a loan of
Rs3 million in 2015 from

a bank and deposited
REs3.5 million worth of
Regular Income
Cerificates (RICs) of the
Central Directorate of
MNational Savings as liquid
secunty,. He died in
January 2017, and the
bank, ~ on its  own,
encashed the RICs then
worth Rs4.155 million
and charag;d a markup of
Rs480,489, However, the
accumulated markup at
the time of Wasaya's
death was only Rs57,294.
The widow requested the
bank to charge markup till
the period her husband
was abive and waive off
the markup after that The
bank declined, and the
case landed in the office
of the Banking Mohtasib,
which decided in her
favour The president [of
Pakistan] upheld the deci-
sion when :Ihe bank werh:
into a against t
BMP pRes ] . )
The Banking Mohtasib
noted that it tyﬁt_?_tha Fid]_t;
[ responsi ity of ¢
haﬂ o pgu'u:l_e m’e legal
heirs for adjustment of
outstanding liability at
this level against encash-
ment of RICs. Moreover,
mstead of exercising its

statutory obligation to set
off the loan aganst liquid
security, the bank contin-

ued to linger on recove
and unnecessarily piled-
up markup on the princi-
pal outstanding  amount,
which was unfair as
the State Bank's guide-
limes. :

The Mohtasib also
termed the bank’s claim as
absurd and unprofessional

that the matter pertained
to the year 2018, and its
books had been closed
and that therefore, it was
not in_& position to

vide financial refief. It
added that no rule, regula-
tion, law, of accountant
standard was referred (o
that barred the bank from
revisiting the old/closed
cases as such transactions
Were & routing matter

Similarly, another case
that landed on the desk of
the president and took
over two years to resolve
was that of Asad Abbas,
whao, in July 20017, used
his ATM card to withdraw
cash of Rs40,00d0, but the
transaction was nol suc-
cessful.  However, the
money was debited from
his account. He asked the
bank to reverse the
amount, but no reliel was
provided, Abbas then
approached the BMP,
which asked the bank to
reverse the money.

In yet another incident,
Muhammad Afzaal, in
June 2020, shared his
financial details with a
caller from a bank's
helpline, which resulted in
debiting of Rs5000 from
his account. The BMP
accepled Afzaal’s con-
tention but the bank, in
defiance, went into an

a | to the president
owever, the president
held  “rare”  in-person

hearings in Karachi and
rejected the bank’s rp!eas.

The reading of these
cases in which complaints
imvolvin meager
amounts land on the desk
of the head of the state

gives a shocking nsight
inte the redress mecha-
nism being implemented
by the State Bank, banks,
BMF, and the office of the
president. This becomes
more alarming given that
such issues anse n a well-
documented industry
where the record is com-
puterized and easily
accessible. /

The Ecwdmt‘s office is
also irked by receiving
such  complainis,  but
instead of issuing any cor-
rective policy directive, it
restricts itself to repri-
manding bank manage-
ments, Should it not be

d: what is wrong with
the banks that such com-
plaints are made which
are not being addressed by
the banks in the first
place?

In Pakistan, 53 banks
and DFIs  with over
16,076 branches have
57.5 million customers.
The State Bank estimates
that the number of com-
plainants 15 increasing in
proportion 1o the increase
in banking services.

. The BPM dubs receiv-
g an increased number
complaints  as  an
expression of public trust
i the institution of the
banking ombudsman. No
wonder it highlights that
in 2021 the BMP received
33,196 complaints, an
merease of 46 per cent
from the previous ﬁur

The State Bank, howev-
er, thinks otherwise. lts
Review of Complaints
received against
BanksMFRs/DFIs cover-
ing the time between 2016

to 2019 recorded: “The
share of BMP in total
complaints  being  the
alternate dispute resolu-
H_Iun fnrun%‘ﬂrgmamed in

e range of 0. cent to
1.1 per cent T'ﬁgrescala-
tion or lodgment of fewer
than or around 3 per cent
of complaints with alter-
nate dispute resolution
forums indicates the con-
fidence of banking con-
sumers in the grievance
handling mechanisms of
banks."”

“The review of data
from the banks indicated
that almost 84-92 per cent
of complaints during this
period were in four major
categories.  ATM/Debit
Card, Account mainte-
nance, E-Banking, and
Credit Cards. Considering
the growth in the banking
industry and growth in the
volume of complaints, the
latter has outpaced the
former™. o
_ The role of the institu-
tion of the Banking
Mohtasib in the financia
mdustry is 1o resolve dis-
putes through a process,
which is mainly concilia-
tory, and where such
mediation is unsuccessful,
to adjudicate and pass a
speaking order to decide

dispute. The apglicabl_e
mandate to the BMP is
determined by a portion of
the Banking Companies
Ordinance 1962, which
gives it the jurisdiction to
entertain complaints from
customers,  borrowers,
banks, or from any con-
ce body or organiza-
tion related to banking
malpractices.

Disaster displacement

By Zahra Niazi

In Pakistan, at least
33 million people have
been forced to leave
their homes, They are
not fleeing any con-

flicts, but thely have
been internally  dis-
placed by the e of
arguably the biggest
global threat of the 21st
century —  climate
change.

Since the beginning
of Pakistan’s deadly
floods in mid-June, at
least 7.9 million gcaple
have been dis?_ aced,
which is appalling to
say the least. Even this
could be a conservative
gstimate given the
colossal damage the
floods have caused,

Many of these peo-
ple have lost every-
thing — their homes,
smlrced 5 ecéf I;i;fe!ihmd,_
and prized be ngs.
Thes‘n}a iuterna?lj;gldig:a
placed people now face
an uncertain future as
there is no specific
national legislation or
policy framework that
can guarantee long-
term protection  and
assistance to them.

This is regrettable as

recent  history  in
Pakistan is marked by a
series  of  disaster-

induced displacement
crises. In 2010, mas-
sive floods displaced
11 million people, and
another four million
were displaced follow-
ing the 2011 floods in

Sindh. A !‘?gﬂl‘! pub-
lished by Oxfam in
2019 revealed that the
communities who per-
manently moved to
Karachi from Badin
Thatta, and Saijlawai
after the 2010 floods
were forced to settle on
the outskirts  of
Karachi, where th
lacked access to utili-
ties. Nearly a decade
on, they continue to
live under poor and
squalid  conditions,
which exemplifies the
consequences of the
lack of specific instru-
ments that can offer
long-term  protection
and assistance to peo-
ple displaced by disas-
ters

In 2021, the IDMC

orted that a third of
all  disaster-induced
displacements in 2020
occurred in the South
Asian  tegion, with
Pakistan recording the
third-highest number
of those displacements
after  India  and
Afphanistan.
Additionally, the World
Bank forecasts contin-
ned to stress the forth-
coming crisis of cli-
mate change and inter-
nal displacement in
South Asia. Hence, we
were cognizant that
disasters would contin-
ue to force millions to
dislocate in Pakistan
but did not grant legal
recognition and rlﬁ_ﬁ?s
to those dislocated dur-
ing disasters or formu-
late  comprehensive

policy frameworks to
guide the national
response in such situa-
tions.

At the intermational
level, the rnights of
internall isplaced
persons {[DPs) are cov-
ered under the Guidin
Principles on Intern
Dﬁphcement of the
Office of the High
Commissioner T
Human Rights. These
principles ~ serve to
ensure that the rights of’
displacement-affected
communities are not
viclated and guide
national and interna-
tional rtespomses in
such _ situations,
However, it does not
confer any obligation
on the states, with
national autﬁqr:tms
having the primary
duty to provide human-
itarian assistance and
protection to those in
need in times of crisis,
A number of states
today have incorporat-
ed these principles into
law or emp ulymi them
as the basis for policy
formulation.  Some
cases in point are S
Lanka, Colombia,
Georgia, Burundi.
Armenia, Angola,
Peru, Uganda, and the
Philippines.

In Pakistan, howev-
er, a legal limbo with
regard to the recogni-
tion of the rights of dis-
aster-induced  [DPs
continues o exist. At
the same time, no spe-
cific policy ument

comprehensively
addresses nternal dis-
placement or disaster-
induced internal dis-
lacement specifically.
akistan launched its
first Wational Climate
Change Policy (NCCP)
in 2012 and its follow-
up  Framework for
Implementation  of
Climate Change Policy
(2014-2030) n 2014 —
both of which remain
silent about disasier-
induced displacement,

In March 2022, the
Ministry of Climate
Change launched an
updated version of the

CCP. However, as
welcome as this devel-
opment was, the policy
pays cursory attention
to  displacement by
mentioning ‘increased
climate chanpe-
induced migration’ as
one of Pakistan’s vul-
nerabilities to climate
change threats. It does
not specify policies or
actions to  guide
durable solutions,
including the return,
resettlement, or reinte-
gration of those forced
fo dislocate due to
calamities. This gap is
also evident in the
country’s Mational
Disaster Risk
Reduction Policy and
the National Dnsaster
Risk Management
Framework.

Cne can now hope
that the massive
humanitarian  crisis
amid the devastating
floods will be a catalyst

for reassessing how we
want to move forward
and shift away from the
status quo. The neces-
sity of implementing
innovative and pracii-
cal resilience-building

and  misk-reduction
strategies, ideally
through a community-

led approach, is essen-
tial.

The  government,
through collaboration
with provincial author-
ities and civil society,
must now also begin
work on developing an
effective national
framework to deal with
and protect the rights
of those already dis-
placed amid the devas-
tating floods.

This  framework
should serve as the
basis for a more com-
prehensive  policy
guide in the long
term to respond to
displacement -
whether due to sud-
den disasters or “slow
onset” impacts of cli-
mate change — to
guarantee the rights
and dignity of these
vulnerable individu-
als and communities
at all times.It is
equally important fo
grant legal recogni-
tion to  disaster-
induced IDPs, which
can effectively guar-
antee their rights.
The crisis must serve
as a long-forgotien
reminder that we can
no longer continue
with the status quo.

Climate affairs

cientists
have long
clamored that
human activity

S

on Earth has
led to the
calamitous weather

changes we are witness-
ing today, The United
N ations'
Intergovernmental  Panel
on  Climate  Change
IPCC) has confirmed
that chimate change
makes heatwaves hotter
and more frequent.
According to the
research, greenhouse gas
emissions have heafed
the ﬁnlanel by an estimat-
ed 1.2 degrees Celsius
{2.16 degrees Fahrenheit)
over the last two cen-
turies. )

The WNature journal
published an article this
month detailing what its
authors say is proof that
heatwaves in Europe
have increased three-lo-
four times faster than in
other northem mid-lat-
tude areas such as the
United States. The reason
for this, according to the
article, is due to the fast
wesi-to-east air stream,
or atmospheric circula-
tion, which is carrying
hot air across the north-
ern atmosphere,

Most scientists appear
to agree that tempera-
tures will continue to rise
unless humans cease
adding greenhouse gases
to  the atmosphere
Without a drastic change
in the way mankind con-
ducts its ‘business, heat-
waves are Er_edmtgd to
worsen. Tackling climate
change should a top
prinn%for every country
today Heatwaves  that
oecurred  once  every
decade are now happen-

ing at three times that
rate. The 2015 Paris
Agreement and  last
yvear's Glasgow climate
conference were intended
to bring the issue to glob-
al attention and generate
movement on the ground.
But current climate poli-
cies are not sufficient to
avoid  the dangerous
effects of global warm-
ing. More must be done.
[oday, wildfires are
raging in Spain, France,
Greece, ortugal,
Morocco and Italy. Chwver
one thousand people
have died so far and
manty thousands more
have been evacuated
from their homes out of
concern for their safety.
Climate change plays a
significant role in the
cause of wildfires since it
increases the hot and dry
tinderbox conditions that
help fires start and then
spread quickly. Less !pre-
cipitation means dry land
and  vegetation.  This
means that when a fire
starts, it burns faster and
more intensely. Hot and
dry conditions are a per-
fect recipe for a massive
inferno. R
However, it 15 impor-
tant to note that not gvery
fire 18 caused by clhimate
change. Forest manage-
ment programs, which
deal with how forests are
maintained specifically
to preveni massive infer-
nos, are often insuffi-
cient. In addition, it is
often  careless gmple
who ignite fires through
Arson or s1mpi¥ by barbe-
cuing Human fire starters
aside, they don’t cause
the actual heatwave,
Individuals are not
responsible necessaril
but since mankind is col-

lectively composed of
individuals, it does fall
on each and every one of
us to take steps to mini-
mize¢ our carbon foot-
print. There is a reason
wh?'_ famed reality star
Kylie  Jenner =~ was
slammed on social media
for posting a photo of her
rivate jef parked next o
oyfriend Travis Scolt’s
plane, asking “You
wanna take mine or
yours? And she was
slammed again for takin
her jet in the end for wha
turned out to be a paliry
12-minute flight.

Heatwaves that
occurred  once every
decade are now happen-
ing at three times that
rate. The 2015 Paris
Agreement and  last
year's Glasgow climate
conference were intended
to bring the issue to glob-
al attention and generate
maovement on the ground.
But current climate poli-
cies aré not sufficient to
avoid the dangerous
effects of global warm-
ing. More must be done.

oday, wildfires are

raging in Spain, France,
Greece, ngah
Morocco and Ttaly, Over
one  thousand people
have died so far and
many thousands more
have been evacuated
from their homes out of
concern for their safety.
Climate c:han%e plays ‘a
significant role in the
cause of wildfires since it
increases the hot and dry
tinderbox conditions that
help fires start and then
spread quickly. Less Ipre-
cipitation means dry land
and wvegetation.  This
means that when a fire
starts, it burns faster and
more intensely

Global energy

Not since World War
11 has the threat to glob-
al enmergy security been
as severe as it is foday,

Russia’s brutal inva-
sion of Ukraine and the
consequent  geo-eco-
nomic war between the
Kremlin and the West
disrupted global gas
markets at a scale
unprecedented in recent
history. The Kremlin's
use of its power over
energy markets as lever-
age — and Europe's
efforts to wean itselt off
of Russian natural gas
and aveid a massive
shortage this winter -
are [riggering price
hikes and reroutin
flows around the world.

No one is left unaf-
fected, even those who
thought they had pre-
pared for every eventu-
ality. For example,
Pakistan, which had
secured several long-
term natural gas import
contracts 1o increase its
energy  securnty n
recent years, has seen
partners break those
deals to send their gas to
new clients offering 1o
an more. The coffers of

oth the developed and
developing world are
b € i n g
drained Meanwhile, the
Kremlin is using the
global energy cnsis it
created to sustain its
economy in the face of
severe international
sanctions, Moreover, it
15 weaponising Europe’s
dependency on Russian
natural gas to try and
break Woestern resist-
ance to its ambitions in
Ukraine Earlier  this
week, Moscow tried to
tighten its squeeze on

Europe further, saying it
plans to reduce gas sup-
lies through the Nord
tream 1 pipeline 1o
Germany (o just 20 per-
cent  capacity. In
response, European
Union energy ministers
swiftly announced an
agreement for the bloc's

members to gut gas
usage by 15 percent this
winter. This = was an

attempt by Europe to
show it would not give
in to Russian pressure
and abandon Ukraine in
order to fill up its_gas
reserves. Such conflict-
driven demand reduc-
tion, however, means
that an already likely
recession is now all but
éuaranteed. Following

azprom's latest cuts,
anaEFsts already predict
the EU will not be able
te reach its own target
of refilling gas storage
to 80 percent capacity

1}:5)' winter. Now that
‘urope made it clear
that 1t is finally — and

perhaps much belatedly
— ready to take the st?ps
to cut its need for
Russian gas at any cost,
the Kremlin will do
everything it can to
inflict maximum pain
on Europe in the short
term, while the depend-

efcy remains
A recent German poll
found  that at the

moment, 58 percent of
the population is sup-
porting _sanctions
againsi Russia despite
potential negative
impacts for Germany.
Russian President
Viadimir Putin is work-
ing to brmg, that number
down - down to the
point that it becomes

untenable for
Germany's leaders to
push for policies to su
port Ukraine and help
the West win its con-
fromtation with Russia.
The waining of public
support for the samc-
tions regime in the face
of economic difficulties
is an equally significant
risk for other European
governments.

Europe's leaders are
now facing the her-
culean task of simulta-
neously helping their
industries survive on a
reduced energy supply,
supporting  Ukraine’s
war effort and maintain-
ing public support for
the sanctions regime
amid a cost-of-living
crisis Ea:rge:%r manufac-
tured by HRussia that
seems to have no real
end in sight.

Energy is perhaps the
most  consequential
front in the ongoing

eo-economic attle

etween Russia and the

West, and thus Europe
needs to strengthen its
hand there first.

After moving 1o
address the demand side
of the equation, now it
needs to address the
supply side of the prob-
lem to be able to shore
up its economy to the
furthest extent Eqsmb!t,
and insulate public sup-
port for Kyiv and the
sanctions — regime
against Russia, .

There are some obvi-
ous steps that European
overnments can take —

ut have been reluctant
to in fear of domestic
backlash — to resolve
the supply issue swiftly.

The Netherlands, for

security

example, can pump bil-
lions of cubic metres of
extra natural Zas across
Eurppe by increasing

roduction  at _ the
TONIngen lga.s field.
Bewilderingly, howev-

er, it is stiilgplanning to

e the entire operafion
offline next year over
the risk of minor earth-
guakes in the surround-
ing area and some push-
back from environmen-
talists. Germany can
also increase its future
capacity to supply ener-
gg simply by extending
the lifespan of its
nuclear power plants
that are meant 1o come
offline at the end of the
vear. The governing
coalition said it is now
considering this option,
but the Greens — includ-
ing Foreign  Minister
Annalena Baerbock -
continue to resist the
move. The party's
stance on this issue is
somewhat understand-
able —  after  all,
Germany’s Green Party
was in large part borne
out of Germany’'s Cold
War-era  anti-nuclear
mao vy e ment .,
Nevertheless, by block-
ing a relatively straight-
forward and  low-nisk
selution to a major
problem  facing ihe
nation, 1t risks failing
the test of being a
responsible government
artner at a time of war,
ess than a yvear after its
best-ever election
result Beyond increas-
ing their own produc-

tion capacity by any
means possible,
European nations

should of course also
work on forming new

partnerships with sup-
pliers  outside  their
region. The global gas
crisis and its impacts are
by no means limited to
Europe. It is therefore
imperative that Europe
seeks to bring together
the international com-
!‘I‘EUE!%}' !DI coordinate
global su :

When Eﬁe}rwprtd last
faced such a major ener-
gy crisis, the Allies had
significant control over
the world’s oil supplies.
British Petroleum and
its predecessors, and the
forefathers of the mod-
ern United States energy
majors, controlled most
of the Middle East’s
petroleum at the dawn
of World War I1. Britain

established the
Petroleum Warfare
Department  and  the

Petroleum Board -
which brought together
all allied energy firms,
including US ones even
before Pearl Harbor
brought the US into the
conflict directly — to
coordinate supplies for
the war Today, owner-
ship of global energy
supplies is far more
diversified. And while
the US has pledged to
use its role as a ligue-
fied natural gas (LNG)
exporier 1o support
Europe, a fire this June
at its flagship liquefica-
tion plant in Freeport,
Texas has seen export
capacity fall by some 17
percenf. Thus address-
ing global gas shortages
will require a coming
m%ether of key public
and private players from
across the world 1o
develop a strategy for
this winter.

Inequality and
hunger

eginning  on
Ma}% 24,3 the
W o r | d
Economic
Forum 15 gath-

) ering m Davos,
Switzerland for an in-per-
son meeting, discussin
the global tax system an
financial inclusion,
Thanks to protests and
mew research, however,
participants will not be
able to avoid the elephant
in the room: the surging
mequality of wealth dur-
ing the pandemic,

As the Institute for
Policy Studies (IPS) and
Inequality.org have docu-
mented over the last two
years of a global pandem-
i¢, billionaire assets have
surged while millions lost
their lives and livelihoods.

A new report from
Oxfam dramatizes how
hundreds of millions of
Eaupte arourd the world

ave slid further into
poverty during this time
period. In a detailed
examination of the food
and agriculture industry,
Orcfam found that billion-
aires in that industry saw
their wealth increase by
$382 billion during the
pandemic. An emergency
windfall tax on their
wealth increase alone (to
say nothing of their pre-
pandemic hillions) could
end world hunger and
double the incomes of 545
million small-scale farm-
Brs, _
Im January, an analysis
by the Fight Inequality
Alliance, Institute for
Policy Studies, Oxfam,
and the Patriotic
Millionaires found that an
annual wealth tax starting
at just 2 percent for those

with more than $5 million,
3 percent for those with
over £50 mallion, and up
to 5 percent for billion-
aires  could anarate
upwards of $2.52 tnllion a
year That's enough to lift
2.3 billion people out of
poverty, fund vaccines for
everyone in the world, and
deliver universal health-
care and social protections
for all the citizens of low-
and lower-middle-income
countries.

A group of over 150
milliongires released a
strong statement calling
on Davos attendees to face
the dangers of runaway
wealth inequality and
speak out in favor of
national efforts to lewvy
progressive income and

th taxes on the ultra-
wealthy. “The truth is that
‘Davos’ doesn’t deserve
the world's trust right
now,” the statement reads.
“For all the countless
hours spent talking about
making the world a better
place, the conference has
produced little tangible
value amidst a torrent of
self-congratulations,”

“Tinti participants
acknowledge the simple,
effective solution staring
them in the face — taxing
the rich - the people of the
world will continue to see
their so-called dedication
to fixing the world's prob-
lems as little more than a
performance.”

The letter is signed h{
actor and activist Mar
Ruffalo, as well as sup-

riers of the In Tax We

rust movement including
ﬁbl%ﬂl[ Disney, hlorris
Pearl, and Nick Hanauer,
These millionaires deliv-
ered the In Tax We Trust

letter directly to the World
Economic Forfum offices
in New York and Geneva,
and attended pro-taxation
demonstrations at the out-
skirts of the elite com-
pound in Davos itself

Az the Institute for
Policy Studies (IPS) and
Inequality.org have docu-
mented over the last two
years of a global pandem-
ic, billionaire assets have
surged while millions lost
their lives and livelihoods,

A pew report from
Oxfam dramatizes how
hundreds of millions of

ple around the world
ave slid further into
poverty during this time
period. In a detailed
examination of the food
and agriculture industry,
Oxfam found that billion-
aires in that industry saw
their wealth increase by
£382 billion during the
pandemic. An emergency
windfall tax on their
wiealth mcrease alone (to
say nothing of their pre-
pandemic hillions) could
end world hunger and
double the incomes of 345
million small-scale farm-
€rs,

In January, an analysis
by the Fight Inequality
Alliance, Institute for
Policy Studies, Oxfam,
and the Patriotic
Millionaires found that an
annual wealth tax starting
at just 2 percent for those
with more than £5 million,
3 percent for those with
over 550 million, and up
to 5 percent for billion-
aires  could penerate
upwards of $2.52 trillion a
{ear. That's enough to lift

3 billion people out of
poverty, fund vaccines for
everyone in the world.




PM Shehbaz directs steps
for water discharge
flood-hit areas

from

ISLAMABAD: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Monday visited flood-
hit areas in Balochistan
and directed urgent steps
for the discharge of flood-
water to prevent the out-
break of water-borne dis-
EASES.

The PM visited the
flood-hit areas of
Sohbatpur as he arrived
in district Khuzdar on a
day-long visit 1o review
the arrangements for
relief and rehabilitation
He took an aerial view of
the inundated areas of
Balochistan and Sindh,

The PM proposed tak-

ing on board the water
engineers and hydrolo-
gists to recommend sug-
gestions in line with the
post-Mlood studies,

PM  Shehbaz  feared
that epidemics and com-
municable diseases could
become a big challenge if
the water took months to
recede,

He directed to_ensure
the availability of drink-
ing water among the
flood-affected p-cn;:&i]c. He
mentioned that Rs five
billion had been dis-
bursed among the flood
victims of Balochistan
under the Benazir Income

Support Programme, as
each household was
siven Rs 23,000 to meet
their needs, L
The prime minister

said  to  facilitate the
flood-struck  population,
the government had
exempt charging of 300
units in electricity bills
during  August  and
September.

M Shehbaz also inter-
acted with patients at a
medical camp set up for
flood  wvictims  and
inquired the staff about
the availability of medi-
cing including the anti-
malaria vaccine INP

Govt develops 3-year rolling
strategy under CPEC to
attract FDI: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD:The
government is developing
a three-year rolling strate-
gy to capitalize on_the
economic commonalities
between Pakistan  and
China under CPEC,
reports WealthPK
CAccording to an offi-
cial brief of the govern-
ment, a copy of which is
available with WealthPK,
within the framework of
the three-vear strategy,
the role of the Board of
Investment's (BOI) is to
attract efficiency-seeking
foreign investments thai
will help in knowledge
transter and export pro-
motion,

The bref says the
country-wise ureli_%n
direct investment (FDI)
data confirms that China
has the largest share of
foreign investment in
Pakistan, however, the
FDI has decrecased by
29.27% in the last two
financial years due to
multiple factors.

According to the offi-
cial figures, the FDI
inflow during July-June
FY2022 was recorded at
$706.3 million, while the
autflow was $174. Tmil-
lion and net FDI was
recorded at $531.6 mil-
lion. The FDI inflow dur-
ing July-June FY21 was
calculated at 51,083 mil-
lion, outflow $331.4 mil-
lign and net FDI $751.6
million Data on the sec-

P :
QUETTA:

tor-wise Chinese invest-
ment in Pakistan showed
that during FY2022, net
FDIL in the power sector
totalled $541.27 million,
while in the electrical
machinery, constmiction,
electronics, rubber and
rubber products and stor-
age facilities sectors, il
was recorded at $28.21
million, $1937 million,

$10.62 million, 5934
million and 53 87 million
respectively,

n FY2021, net FDI in
the power sector reached
5603 72million, while in
the electrical machinery,
construction, electronics,
rubber and rubber prod-
ucts and storage facilities
sectors, it was recorded at
$108.37 million, $1828
million, $-2.73 million,
$16.90 million and S0
million respectively

The report  Turther
highlights  that  the
decrease  in Chinese

investments during the
last two financial vears
was due to various rea-
sons, including but not
limited to Covid-19 oul-
break that caused a sharp
decling in the global eco-
nomic activity. )

As the majority of
Chinese investments fall
within CPEC ambit, eco-
nomic disruptions and
social restrictions caused
by Covid-19 also affected
the pace of CPEC, thus
impacting the overall net

FIM.

The report says the
decrease  in (].’hinese
investments in the last
two years is mainly due
to the conclusion of
CPEC Phase-1, which has
overall impacted the out-
lay of Chinese invest-
ments in Pakistan. Most
of the early harvest proj-
ects under the first phase
of CPEC related to power
and infrastructure have
been completed.

. The report says CPEC
15 now set 1o enter the
second  phase  which
focuses  on  indusirial
cooperation and is a long-
term endeavour depend-
ent on industrialization
through industrial reloca-
tion from China, particu-
larly in the Special
Economic Zones {SEZs),

However, the report
adds, it is very encourag-
ing that with the opera-
tiosnalization of most
SEZs in the past two
years and increase in
investor interest to estab-
lish industry therein,
many (‘.Innese—nnﬁin
companies  and  other
investors have entered
SEZs as enterprises there-
g; committing realization

investment within two
years as is stipulated in
the  SEZ Law. The
decrease in  Chinese
investments in the last
two years is also due to
the decrease INP

JUI district Ameer Mulana Abdul Rehman Rafioque
addressing a press conference,

Pakistan considers CPC
20th Congress important
one in life of Chinese
national ethos

ISLAMABAD:
Pakistan considers the
historic  20th  MNational
Congress of the
Communist  Party of
China (CPC) an impor-
tant event in the life and
history of the Chinese
national ethos.

Amidst the global and
regional challenges, and
the rise of threats of glob-
al climate change, food,
and energy security crisis,
China 15 leading the
vision to foster forward
the ideals of the forefa-
thers to set the national
course in days to come,
according to an article
published by Gwadar Pro
on Monday

The historic Congress
began on October 16, par-
ticipating by representa-
tives from all over China
to share their wishes,
aspirations, and insights

for making the destiny of
their country for the next
five years,

It 15 expected that the
20th Congress will dis-
cuss the progress made
since the 1%h Congress
and review the past
decade of the new era
The discussion will likely
be around the context of
building strength to deal
with emerglnF regional
and global challenges.

Before  the = 20th
Cnngressa several other
essential decision-making
meetings happened that
created the pathway for
the 20th Congress to be
productive and based on
the wishes and aspira-
tions of the people.

Important decisions are
expected to be made in
this congress, especially
related to the leadership,
structures of CPC, gover-

nance matters, foreign
policy matters, regional
and international chal-
lenges, and how China
should take specific posi-
tions on the issues that
impact the people of the
COUTITY.

For the reform and
opening-up period, China
has chosen a steady path
that is progress and
development-oriented.
China never interfered in
any other state matters
and has never used force
against other countries,

The only strategy that
China has used for con-
structive  engagement
with other countries was
to share the development,
pm]e:,lress, and technolo
to help countries upli
their lives. The CPC lead-
ership has_ensured that
this path of development
progress INP

_gh

NATIONAL .o

WASHINGTON DC: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue Senator
Mohammad Ishaq Dar and Finance Minister for Economic Affairs Sardar Ayaz
Sadiq held a virtual meeting with prominent Pakistani-American I'T/Tech entre-
preneurs.

ANP’s Aimal Wali Khan accuses
KP govt of using state machinery
to rig by-election

CHARSADDA: Awami
Mational Party (ANP) Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) President
Armal Wali Khan, who lost to
the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf
{PTI} Chairman Imran Khan
in the by-election in NA-24,
Charsadda Sunday, said on
Monday that he had pointed
out a mght before the election
that the KP government was
cnnﬂ:iring to rig the election.

Admitting that elections in
his constituency had always
been ‘managed’, he accused
the provineial government of
purchasing votes of the people
and stuffing the ballot boxes
with ‘bogus’ votes. “1 have
with me the transcripts of
audio calls which are a proof

of how the elections were
engineered,” he said, alleging
that 10, 000 bogus votes were
cast.

MAimal announced that he
would po to the Election
Commission of  Pakistan
(ECP) for the venfication of
votes,

“How could a semior
anchorperson say this on tele-
vision at 2:00 in the afternoon
that the issues between the
FTI and the ‘establishment’
had been resolved, and the
country’s political scenano
was going to change? What
was the logic behind assigning
election duties to the LHVs
when there are millions of
teachers in KP?” he ques-

tioned, o

AMNP provincial president
did not stop there, and even
alleged that the entire state
machinery was used to, what
he alleged, steal the geup]e‘s
mandate from the ANP,

He did not even feel shy
from using the ‘Pashtoon
Card” on the occasion, and
said that the ethmic group was
always made a ‘scapegoat’.

Such things, he added, must
now be stopped Aimal vowed
that he and members of his
party would go ahead with
their struggle.

He also thanked the party
members and workers for un-
ning an ‘organised and effec-
tive election campaign’. INP

Musadik Malik says gas
load-shedding inevitable despite
extra LNG in January

ISLAMABAD: Musadik
Malik, the Minister of State for
Petroleum, on Monday warned
that gas  loadshdding  is
inevitable in the coming months
despite the arrangement of addi-
tional 200 million cubic feet per
day %MM(.‘F_D] Liquefied natural
%as LMNG) in January-February

023, compared to the same
period last year, =~

“Despite the availability of an
extra LNG cargo during the
upcoming peak winter season,
gas  load-shedding  will  be
inevitable,” Malik said while
briefing the Senate Standing
Committee on Petroleum in a
meeting held under the chair of

Chaurman Committee, Senator
Mohammad Abdul Qadir, :
“In January, Pakistan will
have ten LN carzoes, while in
February nine of them will be
available for local consumption,
while this extra liquefied gas
will be imported by state-run
COMpanies.
alik said the government
would encourage the pnvate
sector to invest in new LNG ter-
minals The state petrolewsm min-
1ster was critical of the supply of
as Lo the fertiliser-makers at
iscounted rates. :
% costing

“The as
R54.'|'301]."MM§T1J was being
supplied to the fertiliser facto-

THC gives last chance to
FIA’s lawyer to present
arguments in power

abuse case

[SLAMABAD: The Islamabad High Court (IHC) on
Monday gave last chance to the lawyer for Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA) to present arguments in the

FIA's abuse of powér case.

IHC Chief Justice Athar Minallah conducted heanng
on the plea filed by journalist Mohsin Baig against the

abuse of power by the FIA.

A report had been presented before the court by the

federal povernment,

. "The FLA has initiated an inguiry against the officials
in the case.” the de ui attorney general told the court

had also appeared before the
you not see the deputy commissioner’s
report? The FI1A is used for political purposes,” the IHC

The lawyer for FI
court. “Di

chief justice questioned him.

. “Currently, the police and the FIA are not cooperat-
ing with each other. Every organisation is trying to save

itself” lawyer for the FIA said,

“Give them some time so that they could sit togeth-
er. | will also give my arguments after reading the
he demanded that the court give him some time

repo
for sﬁmining arguments. [NP

LHC chides ACE

ISLAMABAD: Continy
ous hike in the US Fed
policy rate has severely

affected developing
economies includin
Pakistan, experts tol
WealthPK

The global economy is

ries for just Rs250/MMBTU
under the pressure of the fenilis-
er mafia,” the minister said.

A poOOT COMMON consumer
pays S1TMMBTU, while the
exporting sccwr_r%'ts the same
a5 ior.ﬁ'-"MMB , however, it
15 provided to the fertiliser-mak-
ers at a meagre $1.35-
INMMBTLUL
_ “It is true exports are also
important, the gas sector circular
debt has ballooned to Rs], 500
billion,” he said adding, “We
have to strike a balance between
gas prices. We did not buy Eas
when it was available at 32-
25MMBTU. Now it

7 has
reached $40MMBTL "INP

HYDERABAD: A large number of deserving women standing of
Benazir Income Support office Qasimabad.

Continuous hike in Fed policy
rate a big blow to developing

Sh Rashid
terms Imran’s
victory on six
seats a world

record

RAWALPINDL Awar Muslim
League (AML) chief Sheikh
Rashid tweeted Monday that
Imran Khan's victory on six out of
eight seats in the by-election is a
world record, :

“While lnvesﬂgaﬂn% 16 min-

a

istries, the instifutions have found
nothing  against  me, he
said. “Mow, three-Marla Laal

Haveli has been made an issue.
Laal Haveli is not Nine Zero,” he
added.

“The incompetent rulers are
embarrassing themselves and mak-
ing us more popular,” he main-
taimed.“Laal Haveli is [the name
of] a_ history that no one can
erase,” he declared INP

PTI expresses
concern over
US President’s
anti-Pakistan

statement

ISLAMABAD: The senior lead-
ers of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTT) Monday expressed sernous
concern over the statement of the
Amencan President regarding the
independence and sovereignty of
Pakistan.

They were expressing their
views at a meeting held in
Islamabad to review the current

olitical situation of the country.
Tl Chairman Imran Khan
presided over the meeting.

In the meeting, full gratitude
was expressed for the histone suc-
cess of PTI in the by-elections
across the country.

Imran khan praised the workers
and officials for mobilizing the
pecple for elections at the con-
stituency level in a very short time.

The meeting took a detailed
review of LIS President Joe Biden's
inflammatory statement and the
reaction Df;ii: “imported” govern-
ment 10 this regard. The partici-
pants reviewed 1n detail the reac-
tion of the public

The meeting strun%]y con-
demned the torture of senator
Azam Swati. The meeting
approved to take measures to
investigate the torture of Senator
Azam Swati and take strict action
agmnst those responsible.

The meeting held detaled con-
sultatons on planning the final
phase of the real freedom

movementINP

economies: WealthPK

Punjab in Rana
Sana case

LAHORE: Lahore High Court Monday showed its
anger over Anti-Corruption Establishment (ACE})
Punjab in a case agmnst Interior Mimister Rana
Sanaullah, with Justice Sadagat Al Khan waming (o
send the anti-corruption watchdog's additional director
peneral (DG) to jail over incorrect registration of the

CAsE

At the outset of the heanng at LHC's Rawalpindi
bench, Justice Sadagat expressed his anger against

additional DG ACE Punjab and remarked t

t the war-

rants of the intenor minister were issued over an incor-

rect statement.

“Why should T not send you o jail for the incorrect

registration of the case?

observed the judge. He also

asked the whereabouts of the DG ACE Punjab as he
was directed to appear in court today.

“¥You need to present evidence against Rana
Sanaullah, where 15 #t7 You made Rana Sanaullah
Pakistan's number one proclamed offender without

evidence,” said the iudee.He added that the minister

was a buyer of the p
tiom, addin

ot n the housing society in ques-
that the watchdog was registering cases

agamnst the buyer instead of protecting him INP

Govt needs to reframe tourism sector
to attract foreigners: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD: The
overnment needs 1o
evise an effective poli-
cy and rteframe the
entire setup to explore
the tourism potential of
Pakistan and attract the
maximum number of
foreign tourists to the
country.
. “Despite all magnet-
ism and opportunities in
the tourism sector, the
inflow  of foreign
tourists is Far less than
the real potential. It is
very important to
devise and enforce a
proper policy to remove
the bottlenecks and
make Pakistan a hub of
tourism,” Mubarak

Hussain, Chief
Executive Officer of
Karakorum Explorers
[PvtE Ltd, told
WealthPE.

_He said that the hos-
pitality and tourism
segments of the econo-
my  were rapidly
becoming the hot agen-
da of countries around
the globe to earn for-
eign exchange. “Many
infernational” organisa-
tions and hotel chains
are also offering attrac-
tive packages, training,
and opportunities fo
become a part of this
chapter of the econo-
mrl: " he added.

here are many types

of tourism including
ECO-10UrSm, adventure
tourism, archaeology
and heritage tourism,
etc. Fortunately, every
type of adventure
including paragliding,
hunting, and skiing
;achtmg is available in
akistan for tourists.
Mubarak_~ Hussain
said that quick visa pro-
cessing for tourists,
swift approval of no
objection  certificates
E’: OCs) concerning
unting gears and ship-
ment of  trophies,
approval of NOCs for
mountam climbers,
security,  economical
but quality hospitality

services, safe travelling
Facilities, easy
exchange of money,
well-trained tour opera-
tors and guides could
attract more tounsts (o
the country. _
“These days, air trav-
el towards any destina-
tion in the world is the
Fastest and easiest way
Inadequate infrastruc-

should be offered to
Lourists
the government must
announce effective but
easy-to-follow policies
to make Pakistan a hub
ol tourism, “In this way,
not only a lot of entre-

He said that

will also be created,” he

revivin quiﬁ;kl{ after the
Covid-19 slowdown,
increasing demand across
all global markets. The
increase in demand has
ultimately  accelerated
inflation across countries,
Erumpnng their central
anks to opt for tight
monetary policies to cool
down their economies.

In order to combat the
stubbornly high inflation,
the Fed has raised interest
rates over the last few
months, and a further
increase is expected in the
coming days, The hike in
interest rates is weaken-
ing many major curren-
cies and spurning capital
outflows from developing
countries, Despite repeat-
ed waminﬁs E ECOng-
mists that the hikes would
disrupt the global econo-
my and foreshadow a
recession,  the United
States has once again
used the dollar’s over-
whelming power to trans-
fer the crisis to other
countries, The impact will
be felt most acutely by
emerging markets  and
developing countries,

Owing to the dollar's
dominant global status,
many central banks are
forced to raise the interest
rates following the Fed,
regardless of whether
their economies are under
pressure or their inflation

reneurs will step into | 15 low.  Talking to
this industry, but a lot | WealthPK, Dr, Khalid
of job opportunities | Mahmood, & public poli-

cy expert at the Palastan
Institute of Development

ture, ineffective poli- added.Pakistan can gen- | U ; :
cies and low standards erate a  handsome | Economics t] Dh}:]
of hospitality are the amount of foreign | Islamabad, said the Fe
major issues to be exchange from the | policy rate hike is likely

checked. Proper main-
tenance and preparation
of tourist destinations
are also important,” he
said. He said that special
ECOnomic airfares

tourism and hospitality
sector by removing the
bottlenecks, In the year
2020, the total value of
the tourism and hospi-
tality segment. INP

to siop the growth of
developing  economies
and cause contraction.
Most international trade
would be impossible
without the US dollar,
which is the most.INP
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World Bank to provide $850m in aid to 34 flood-hit districts

ISLAMABAD: The World Bank (WB) will provide $850 million in aid to 34 flood-affected districts of

Pakistan, sources said on Monday.

As Ig«::r the official sources, Dera Ghazi (DG) Khan and Rajanpur are among the districts that are receiving

the aid.

The representatives of the United Nations Organisation (LUNO) started developing an action plan for the

assistance programme of the WB.

A delegation of the UNO also met DG Khan Division Commissioner Liaquat Ali Chattha in Multan, The del-

egation corgFris.ed Tanveer Ahmad Khan and Shumaila Rubi amo
the Provincial Disaster Management Authority (P

Officers

Punjab were also present in the meeting.

11 the flood-hit people have

Khan Commissioner Liaquat Ali Chattha told the meeting. ;
“The survey of the flood-affected areas will be cmnghled in a week, The survey teams COmprise represen-

tatives of the admimistration, PDMA, Urban Unit and

ng others.
?.-%-‘k} and those of Ehsaas Programme South

ne back to their areas, The homeless flood victims are staying in tents,” DG

akistan Army,” he added.

“The survey is being carned out with real time and location, 100 teams are busy in DG Khan and 75 in

Raj_ggpur for the survey,” he stated.

tem destroyed by floods was a big challenge,” he informed the meeting, )
“The Punjab government has provided a huge sum of Rs750 million for the restoration of the canal system.

' T

ISLAMABAD: A delegation of Islamabad Chamber of

cent of the canal system has been restored in DG Khan and Rajanpur. The restoration of canal sys-

ing with Federal Minister for Interior Rana Sanaullah Khan.

Pakistan likely to exit
FATF grey list this
week: sources

Court summons
ETPB deputy
administrator
over eviction
notice to Laal

Haveli

RAWALPINDI: A court in
Rawalpindi Monday summoned the
gepuly adgumgu%%l?% %t}Evacuae Trust

oar over an evic-
ﬁmfmﬁ:cc to Laal Haveli.

Sheikh Rashid Shafig, a nephew of
Awvami Muslim Le?ue (AML) chief
Sheikh Rashid, ha apfj:eared along
with his lawyer Sardar Abdul Razzag
before a court in Rawalpindi.

“The main case is Eendmg in the
court, October 24 is the date for the
hearing,” the lawver argued before the
court.

“The eviction notice had been sent
out of political revenge. The ETPB
intended to raid Laal Haveli with the
help of police under Eﬁg]it'ma! influ-
ence, Laal Haveli is property of
Sheikh Rashid,” he added i

Additional District and Sessions
Judge Khursheed Alam Bhatti issued a
notice to the ETPB.INP

Zardari felicitates
Gilani, Baloch on
winning their seats in
by-elections

KARACHI: Former president and
E;’F Eo—Chalrman; Agéf‘mh Zardari on
Monday congratulat @ party can-
didates A]?nﬁluﬁa Gilani. ﬂE‘Id Abdul
Hakim Baloch on winning the by-
elections from Multan and Karachi.

He said that arrow, the 's sym-
bol, was in fact the symbol of victory.
“Shabaash Jivalo, Shabaash (well
done workers, well done),” he com-
mented in his message after the PPP's
win in two, out of total 11 constituen-
cies, in which by-polls were held yes-
terday (Sunday, October 16, 2_0-22;.

Calling former foreign minister and
PTI leader Shah Mehmood Qureshi a
;&y?w' Zardari said that the gmple of
Multan 1Iua,:;;l settled scores with him by
voting against his dau;ghter in the by-
election. “T thank you both the people
of Multan and Malir, Karachi,” he
commented. Former president said that
it was his and his son, Foreign Min
ister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari's promise
to the people of south Punjab Lgm they
would have a separate province of
their own_ “It is a part of our party’s
manifesto,” he said.  INP

Dollar opens new
week with upward
trend against
Pakistan rupee

ISLAMABAD: At the start of inter-
bank trading on Monday, the US dol-
lar increased by seven paisas against
the Pakistani rupee to reach Rs218.50
on Monday.

Earhier on Friday, the US dollar had
marched upward against the Pakistan
rupes and apgrem ated by five paisas to
close at Rs21843 in the interbank
market.

It appears from the latest trends in
the interbank market that the green-
back—slowly and gradually—is
wresting its recent losses to the
Pakistam currency. INP

Pakistan reports

38 coronavirus

cases, one death
in 24 hours

LAHORE: Pakistan has reported
one death in the last 24 hours by novel
coronavirus as the number of con-
firmed positive cases has surged to
1,573 403. The nationwide tally of
fatalities has jumped to 30,621 on
Monday.

Accclrdin? to the latest figures by
the MNational Institute of Health (NIH),
at least 38 persons were tested positive
for COVID-19 across the country in
the past 24 hours.

Pakistan has conducted 10,506 tests
it the past 24 hours out of which 38
persons were tested positive for the
disease. The COVID Positivity Ratio
was recorded at 0.36 percent. [NP

[SLAMABAD: The
Financial Action Task Force
(FATF) will meet on Friday,
October 20, to  decide
Pakistan’s fate sources said on
Monday.

The sources within the
finance ministry, a FATF
Plenary meeting is taking place
in Paris next week. It is the
first FATF Plenary to be held
under the two-year Singapore
Presidency of T. Raja Kumar.

Pakistan is likely to exit the
FATF's infamous grey list after
a period of four years as it has
successfully complied with the
34-points action plan related to
terror finaneing and money
Iaunderin%.

In the hght of FATF's plan,
the trade in gold and properties
has been maﬁe documented, the
sources said.

After the

meeting, Raja

Commerce and Industries holding a meet-

Kumar, the FATF president will
address a8 news conference in
which announcement to
remove Pakistan from its infa-
mous grey list, the sources
said.In a statement, earlier this
ear, the Financial Action Task
orce (FATF) has acknowl-
edged that Pakistan has “sub-
stantially completed its two
action plans”, saying that the
watchdog will now schedule an
on-site visit to wverify the
implementation of the meas-
ures However, Pakistan has not
been formally removed from
the FATF's grey list. In a state-
ment, the watchdog acknowl-
edged that Pakistan has com-
pleted both its action plans,
covering 34 items and said this
showed the necessary political
commitment was in place to
sustain  implementation  and
improvement in the future, INP

IHC irate over Islamabad
police’s failure to recover
missing person

ISLA_MABAE}:Expressiné
strong displeasure over the DI
Operation’s failure to show up
in the court in a missing per-
son’s case despite summons, the
Islamabad High Court (IHC) on
Monday said that the Islamabad
Police™s conduct was not such
which could earn it respect.
During the hearing of the
etition Tiled for the recovery of
vhammad Hamid, a citizen,
who has been missing since
February 2, 2022, Justice
Aamer Famc?l of the IHC
remarked that how unfortunate
it was that whenever the court
summoned a police official, he
fell sick. o
“If the DIG is sick, the IGP,
Islamabad is hale and hearty,
Why not we summon him,” the
judge asked.“1 am at a loss to
understand what is happening
It should be in everybody™s
knowledge what police is up

to,” he said, adding, “Police
officials are changing their
statements for the last four
months.” p—
_ There could be two possibili-
ties, he surmised, that either the
Force was incompetent or was
hands in gloves with the perpe-
trators of the crime,

“A person  from Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) came to
Islamabad and was picked by
the CTD personnel. And you
have no clue about to his where-
abouts,” Justice Faroog won-
dered. “Please tell us whether
Hamid is alive or dead,” he said
while  addressing the S5P
Operations, who was present in
the courtroom. Ordering the
DIG Operations and  S5P
Operations 1o appear_in the
court on_the next hearing, the
court adjourned the hearin
'il&%i Friday (Qctober 21, 2022

Sheikh Rasheed
challenges Lal Haveli’s
evacuation orders

RAWALPINDI: Awami
Muslim League (AML) chief
and interior mimister Sheikh
Rasheed on Monday challenged
the evacuation orders of Lal
Hawveli bg the Evacuee Trust
PruEm‘ty oard.

Sheikh Rasheed through his
lawyer Sardar Abdul za
filed a plea in the court o
Additional  Session  Judge
Khursheed Alam Bhatti against
the ETPE. ]

Term:ni the evacuation
orders of Lal Haveli as political
victimization, Sheikh Rasheed
said the property belongs to him
from decades and despite hear-
ing the case scheduled for
October 24, the Evacuee Trust
Property Board served evacua-
tion notice.

The court while

barring

ETPB from taking any action on
the matter served notice to the
board and summoned its direc-
tor along with the record on
Tuesday {rmurmw{_

Earlier, the ETPB while
rejecting AML chief’s plea for
transfer and regularization of
the properties, ordered the for-
mer imterior minister and his
brother to vacate the properties
including Lal Haveli within
seven days.

The verdict said the hearing
was adjourned several times on
the request of Sheikh Rasheed
to present the documents of the
property but he failed.

e verdict further said the
ETPB has decided to take back
the contrel of the properties as
per directions of the Supreme
Court, INP

KARACHI: A view of closed road due to land sliding at Kati Pahari
Nazimabad in Provincial Capital.

300 school buildings had been damaged by flood.” he added. ;
“Classes have been restored in 75 per cent of the schools that had been hit by the floods. Work has also been
started on the construction of drains to protect Jampur, Rajanpur and Rojhan from floods in the future,” he stat-

ed

“Water channels will also be streamlined in DG Khan district. The Punjab government has decided to intro-
duce an easy procedure for the payment of aid to the flood victims,” he affirmed.

“The flood victims will be Pi'ud in cash from the Bank of Punjab upon recei
tion will be done with the UUNO and other international organisations,” he pled
“The UNQ wants to work with the administration un i

deveh:%bd soon for the fundin

The

“The survey is being carried out with real time and location, 100 teams aré busy in

of the WB,” UNO

Rajanpur for ihe survey,” he stated, _ _ ) )
95 per cent of the canal system has been restored in DG Khan and Rajanpur. The restoration of canal sys-
tem destroyed by floods was a big challenge,” he informed the meeting, i
“The Punjab government has provided a huge sum of Rs750 million for the restoration of the canal system.
300 school buildings had been damaged b&"’ﬂﬁ" he added “Classes have been restored in 75 per cent of the
ork has

schools that had been hit by the floods.

in% the message. Full coopera-
ged.

r an integrated system. An action plan should be
, f the. representative Tanveer Ahmad Khan said.
NO representatives also inquired about the health facilities, food supply and erop cultivation,

G Khan and 75 in

also been started on the construction of drains to protect

Jampur, Rajanpur and Rojhan from floods in the future,” he stated INP

Amid climate change, water policy
needs a rethink: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD: Water resources are highly
dependent on climatic variation, and rampant cli-
mate change impacts their availability which is a
crucial factor in agricultural production, report

WealthPE.

Muhammad Saleem, Public Relations Officer
{sk(};_l for the Ministry of Climate Change, told
ealthPK that Pakistan is an agrarian economy and
therefore water is essential for sustained economic

growth,

Water, one of the most significant national
resources, is becoming scarce. According to the
UNO reports, Pakistan ranks seventh on the list of
water crisis.

Presently, Saleem said, agriculture sector uses 93
percent, domestic sector 3 percent, and industrial
ercent of water resources, Domestic and
industrigl sectors will use 15 percent more water by
2025. Since modern irngation techniques are not
yet to be employed, agriculture sector is the biggest
user of water, but its contribution to the economy

countries facin

sector 2

has declined over time,

_“"Pakistan’s water resources are inextricably
linked to climate; therefore, the projected climate
change has serious implications.
freshwater resources are primarily dependent on
glacial melt as well as monsoon rain, both of which
are highly susceptible to climate change.
According to him, Pakistan has a large amount of
useable groundwater aquifers, which are replen-
ished by surface flows and rain. This resource is
misused, particularly in some hyper-and areas
where water is extracted from ground resources.
Saleem said Pakistan had to increase storage
capacity from the wet season to the dry season and

Eight-year-old
girl gang-
raped by six
men in
Chiniot

CHINIOT: An eight-
year girl was allegedly
gang-raped in Chimot by
six men in another grue-
some ingident in Punjab
police said Monday.

As per details, six men
gang-raped an eight years
ntglr!;irl and fled away.

e girl has been
admitted to the hospital in
critical condition.

The police said they
have received the com-
plaint of the father of the
rape victim' and further
action would be taken in
light of the girl’s medical

report. [INP

One killed,
three
injured in
road accident
in Okara

OKARA: One person
was killed and three other
were wounded when the
metorcycle they were rid-
mg] on Was h“{ﬁ;a tractor
trolley in ara on
Sunday night, :

According to details,
the accident occurred at
the Baseerpur  Road
where a recklessly driven
tractor trolley hit a motor-
cycle, killing and woman
on the spot and 'mjurinF
her husband and two chil-
dren.

Police and rescue teams
reached the spot and shift-
ed the dead and injured to
hospital. Police sources
informed that the driver
of the tractor trolley man-
aged to escaaﬁe from the
scene £r the
accident INP

PTI's Asad Umar
terms party’s win
on 24 seats
‘landslide victory’

ISLAMABAD
Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insal
(PTI) Secretary General
and former findnee minis-
ter Asad Umar said on
Monday that out of 32
seats on which by-glec-
tions were held in the last
three months, PTI won 24
of them, which made 75
victory percentage,

In a series of tweets, he
said that was what was
called a ‘landshide victo-

", In the last 3 months
there have been elections
on 32 seats, PTI has won
24 of these, which is 73%.
This is called a landslide!

He went on to say that
now when masses had
miven their verdict, it was

now up to the people who
were at the helpm.g[‘

area North

 ISLAMABAD: German delega

from the wet year to the dry year to protect its agri-
culture sector from water scarcity. )

He said glaciers in Pakistan cover 13,680 sq. km
This area comprises 13 percent of the mountains ol

the Upper Indus Basin (UIB). The meltwater from

these

laciers contributes to over 60 percent of
flows from the lJlB.Amnrdin% to the International
Commission for Snow and .

Himalayas are receding faster than in any other part

ce, placiers in the

of the world. If the temperature continues to nise,

the likelihood of them disap:]!::earing by the vear
2035 is very higl ; meit.

Himalayas is projected to increase flooding in next
two to three decades, and river flows will
as glaciers recede According to the World Bank,
western Himalayan glaciers will retreat in the next
50 years, causing an increase in the Indus River
flows, Then the glaciers’ reservoirs will be empty,
resulting in a decrease of flows by up to 30 percent
to 40 percent over the subsequent fifty years As a
result of increased flooding from the rivers, and in

high.Saleem said glacial meit in the

eCrease

some cases the sea, Pakistan is among the most at

he country’s

usin

risk. Climate change is estimated to impact on cro
yields in Pakistan., a predominantly agricultura
economy. This will affect livelihoods and food pro-
duction, thus resulting in food insecurity, Saleem
added He said there was no pricing mechanism for
water usage in_any sector and no incentive for
water efficiently He said regulatory frame-
works, water licensing, and integrated water
resource management were some of the technical
and management measures the cuuntrl)' could adopt
to ensure water conservation at all le

irrigation losses, and encourage farmers to use
motre effective irrigation meth

vels, reduce

5. MNP

Security forces kill
terrorist during Bannu
operation: ISPR

BRAWALPINDI: Security forces
shot dead one terrorist in exchange of
fire during a raid conducted in Jani
Khel area of Bannu, Inter-Services
Public Relations said on Monday.

According to a statement issued by
the Inter-Services Public Relations
(ISPR.), one terrorist was killed during
an intense exchange of fire while
weapons and ammunition were also
recovered from his custody in Jani
Khel.,

The killed terrorist was involved in
att_?:lcks on security forces, the [SPR
said.

Earlier this month, at least four ter-

N

Federal Ministry for Economic

tion headed b
ooperation calls on Pakistani Delegation head-
ed by Islam Zeb, Joint Secretary EAD,

rorists were killed in an exchange of
fire with security forces in the general
area of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa's Tank
district.

According to the military’s media

wing, the troops observed and
engaged the terrorists. During the
intense exchange of fire, all four ter-
m_r‘iists were gunned down, the ISPR
said.
_ The killed terrorists were involved
in targeted killing, kidnapping and
extortion in the area, according to the
press release.

Security forces also recovered arms
and ammunition from those killed INP

AR |

Florian Karner, Minister for

Prohibited funding
case: Imran Khan files
pre-arrest bail plea

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tehreck-
e-Insaf ( FTlf Chairman Imran Khan
has filed a plea for pre-arrest bail to
avoid arrest in prohibited funding
case.

Former prime minister Imran
Khan has asked the court to bar
Federal Investigation Agency (FIA)
from arresting him,

FIA's Corporate Banking Circle
had lodged a case against 11 people
including the former prime minister
over prohibited funding.

The Islamabad High Court (IHC)
had granted protective bail Imran
Khan till October 18 against surety
bonds of Rs5,000.

According to the First
Information Report (FIR) lodged
against PTI Chairman, the accused

nominated 1n the FIR has violated
the Foreign Exchange Act. Sardar
Azhar Tarig, Saifullah Niazi, Syed
Younas, Amir Kiyani, Tarig Sheikh,
and Tariq Shafi have been nominat-
ed in the FIR

The FIR stated that the accused
are beneficiaries of the private bank
account, while the PTI had an
account at the local bank and the
private bank manager has also been
nominated in the case,

According to the text of the FIR,
a bank account was created in the
name of Naya Pakistan, the bank
manager allowed to operate the ille-
%al bank account and the $2.1 mil-
ion were deposited by the Abraaj
Group of Companies in the bank
account. INP

PML-N’s Captain
(r) Safdar says
Maryam will bring
Nawaz Sharif back

ISLAMABAD: PML-N leader and
husband of partE Vice President
Maryam MNawaz, Captain (r} Safdar
said on Monday that the reason why
PTI Chairman Imran Khan won on six
seals in the by-elections held in 11
constituencies on Sunday was that he
himself contested on these seats.

He was talking to media in the

ress room of the Islamabad High

ourt.

He said that Imran knew that if he
had fielded anv other person as the
party’s candidate on these seats, he or
she ‘would have suffered a humiliat-
ing defeat, o .

The real competition would begin
after the arrival of former prime min-
ister and PML-N supremo MNawaz

Sharif in Pakistan,” he opined.

“It was Maryam Nawaz who earlier
had brought Nawaz Shanf, her father,
back from London, and she will bring
him back again.” he predicted.

Safdar said that the PML-N work-
ers had run the election campaign on
their own

He reiterated the PML-N's claim
that the 2018 general elections had
been stolen from the party.

“The real competition would begin
after the arrival of former prime min-
ister and PML-N supremo Nawaz
Sharif in Pakistan,” he opined.

“It was Maryam Nawaz who earlier
had brought Nawaz Shanf, her father,
back from London, and she will bring
him back again.” he predicted. INP




