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ket team

falls in World Cup final against England

Luck was not on Pakistan’s side as they
were beaten in the World Cup final by
England at the Melboume Cricket Ground
o Sunday

After a sub-par batting effort but a
superb bowling comeback, the Green
Shirts had made a match of it before an
untimely injury to star pacer Shaheen
Afridi & ball imto the 16th over lorced
Babar Azam to turn to part-timer Ifakhar
Ahmed
_ Seeing the southpaw pacer leave the
field defated the team as his replacement
[ftikhar was swiftly dispatched for a pair of
boundanes by Ben Stokes and the match,
from that point on, was as good as over.

Earlier, Pakistan Fa:ers ed by Shaheen
and Hatis Rauf did a remarkable job of
I»:cn;_:Fing their team in the hunt despite just
137 to defend.

Shaheen, just as he uvsuvally is, was
superh in the opening over, and got rid of
Alex Hales As mentioned above, luck was
not on Pakistan’s side, something demon-
strated by the fact that the lanky pacer
picked up the injury while taking the caich
o Harry Brook

. : vy . 8
Had it not been for Shaheen's injury, the With Forecast rain staying away, England
patch was anyone’s to take, roduced  disciplined and  economical
Earlier, Sam Curran bagged three wick- Eowling to stymie the 2009 champions who
ets: for just 12 runs as England held neverreally got going, with Shan Masood's
Pakistan o 137-8, 34 the top score,

Curran  was  deadly, accounting for
Mohammad = Rizwan, Masood  and
Mohammad Nawaz.

Adil Rashid’s leg spin also proved cru-
cial, removing the dangerous IEiuhammad
Haris with his opening ball then getting the
cricial wicket of Babar Azam to end with
222 lps Buitler’s England, who reached
the final with a thumping 10-wickel win
over India, are aiming to become the
sport's first-ever dual white-ball champi-
ans after winning the 30-over World Capin
2019 Both weams are looking for a second
T20 title after Pakistan’s success in 2009
and England’s a vear laterEngland, who
were ggain without injured batsman Dawid
Malan and pace bowler Mark Wood, won
the toss and sent Pakistan mlo bat Ben
Stokes was given the new ball and Pakistan
were lucky to survive the over intact, with
a nervy Mohammad Rizwan almost un out
zoing for a risky single If' Chris Jordan’s
thiow had been & direct hit he would have
been gone Rizwan and Azam shared a cen-
twry partnership in the semi-final against
Mew Zealand and soon settled, with
Rizwan clearing the ropes off Chris

Woakes for the first six of the night in the
fourth over.

But another big stand wasn't to be, with
Rizwan dragging a delivery from Curran
on o his stumps on 15

Pakistan. who powersd past New
Zealand by ‘seven wickets to make the
final, managed just 39-1 off the six-over
powerplay, where only two lielders are
allowed outside the 30-vard circle

The introduction of Rashid soon after
reaped an immediate reward with Haris (72
attacking him on his Girst ball only 1o sky a
simple cateh to Stokes, i

Azam led Pakistan to 68-2 at the halfway

oint of the innings and then Masood
pegan swinging the bat, hitting a four and
six ofl Liam Livingstone

But once again Rashid got the break-
througsh, pulling off a diving catch from his
own bowling to claim the vital wicket of
Azam, whose 32 came off 28 balls.

Iftikhar Ahmed only lasted six balls
before Masood and Shadab Khan (20) fell
in the space of two runs as Curran and
Chris lordan kept the lid on any hope
Pakistan had of a late Nurry Web Desk

Traffic accidents claiming Precious humen

Nardar Muhammad Khondai
Manan Mandoklaif

In another traffic accident. Four
VOUMNE el were

killed when

lives in Balochistan

large number of relatives and
friends reached the spot and

man Mauman kasi, the fourth
yvoung man died m a traffic acci-

News Pesk

CHAMAN: QUETTA: Two
different trattic acerdents clammed
the lives of five voungsters
including the acting deputy com-
missioner Loralar Jamil Ahmed
Baloch, the acting DC Lorala
sutfered serious wounds on the
Benazir Flyover Police sources
said Mr Baloch was trying to
save g motoreychst coming on
one way when he hit the wall of
the thvover

The acting DC suffered serious
wounds and  succumbed  to
||'|]|L||'|¢:snn his way to civil hospi-
tal Quetta on Saturday morning

their vehicle collided wath a truck
coming from the opposite side of
the Kuchlak Bypass area of
uetta

Pak Army Cuptain
Hidavaneflah alse lose life i the
uceident

Four voung men including a
sprving captain of the Pak Ay
Hidavatullah died on the spot
mside the vehicle. Rescue work-
ers and people in the area reached
the spot and retneved the dead
bodies from. the car, which was
completely destroved in the acci-

dent. . -
Mhe dead bodies were shifted
to the civil hospital Cuetta. A
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heartbreaking scenes were wat-
nessed when the dead bodies
were brought. The Pak Army cap-
tain and two other young men
belonged to Chaman, Pakistan’s
bordering city with Afghanistan
Funeral prayer of victims
offered in Chaman and Ouetta
Funeral praver of the young
men died m the ratfic acoident
being offered i Chaman: Photo
rovided by Sardar Muhammad
hondai
Their funeral praver was
offered in the absence of thou-
sands of people m Chaman on

dent was lard 1o rest in Quetla

Chief Minister Balochistan,
Mir  Quddus  Bizenjo  has
expressed gref and sorrow over
the demise of Tive young men. In
a condolence statement 1ssued on
Saturday  evening, Mr Bizenjo
expressed sympathies with the
broken families

Road accidents have claimed
thousands of precious human
lives during the last few wvears,
Iraffic acodents have become
the order of the day and especial-
Iy the Quetta-Karachi has been

Saturday

However, one young

called the “killer highway

33 in Turkey Istanbul
Istiklal Street

Manimring Desk

A powerful blast rocked Turkey's Tstanbul cily on
Sundav evening, Turkish media reports the bomb
went off in the Istiglal street arca of Istanbul
Casualfies were teared as a result of the blast

The initigl report suggests one person was killed as
& result of the blast, which rocked the heart of

i IC.

Istanbul Police and rescue workers wiere n;jluin::k al the
spot and shifted the injured to the hospital tor medical
treatment, Images shared on social media at the time
of the explosion indicated it could be heard from far
AWy and that there were also flames, A wide black
crater 15 also visible in the images as well as several
hodies on the ground nearby [stiklal avenie was
affected during a series of attacks targeting Tstanbul in
2015-2018

Sakina Abdullah appoeinted as focal
person for OFP schools Balochistan

StalT Reporter

¥

Ms  Sakine  Abdullah®
Khan has been appointed as
the focal person for Orsease
Pakistanis ~ Schools  in
Balochistan. The Federal i
Ministry  of  Overseis
Pak:istams and Human
Rights issued a formal notifi-
caton i this regard

In a letter issued by Sand
Hussaim Turi, the Federal i -
Minister for Oiseases Pakistan, Ms. Sakina Abdullah
Khan would take necessary measures 1o promote
employment opportunities for the unemploved vouth
from Balochistan. Ms. Sakina Abdullah Khan s a well-
known palitical worker from Balochisian. She has also
plaved an imporiant role for women empowerment i
the province,

Armed men
kidnap six
coal miners in
Mach Bolan

Security forces launched a search
aperation for the recovery of tl
kidnapped coal miners

Imran Sumalani

Armed men kidnapped six coal miners in
Balochistan’s Mach area on Sundav. Levies
sources said armed men entered the Mach mimes
area and abducted si1x coal mmers. They said the
coal mmers were shifted to an undisclosed loca-
f1on

Security forces and levies have launched a

search operation for the recovery of the kid-
napped coal maners. The coal miners belong to
Swat Khyber Pakhtoonkhwa. The miners were
extracting coal from mines in the mgaed moun-
tains of Mach Bolan when picked by armed mil-
itants

Senior administration officials also reached
the spot and monitored the ongeing search oper-
ation for the recovery of the Kidnapped coal
miners. Militants an the area have tarceted coal
miners 1n the past. Two years back, armed maili-
tants kidnapped 11 Hazara coal miners and bru-
tally murdered them in the Mach area of the
Bolan district
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Dr. Malik calls for political strategy to
cope with extremism in Balochistan
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A strong political stealepy 18
needed azainst POVETTY, exirentism,
and 1znorance in Balochistan, the
Central President of the Mational

Party, and former Chief Minister of

Balochistan, Dr  Abdul Malik
Baloch, stated while addressing

Khan, Azizullah Du Shambe, Mira
[orahim, Akram son of Haji Aslam,
while from Zamran Muhammad
Avaz, Abdul Mossadeqg, Abdul
Razrag, Naveed, Mansoor, Shahe,
and Muhammad announced their
Jjoining of MNational Party

party workers Former Chief Minister of
“There is a need 1o promole pos- Balochistan  Dr.  Abdual  Malik
itive values apainst necative social ST Baloch, Central President of the
trends and traditions in the Zamran at Regional Secretariat  Mational Party said  that the

provvinee”, D Malitk said

Mations can not progress without
an intellectual, political, and
national party to highlight social
CONSCICUSNESS h.ﬂii”!’l.‘i cdan
procress through hard work and
positive educational activities and
values, He expressed these views in
& conversation with colleasues who
joined the party from Kalat and

Makran
The Mationa]l Party 15 strugeling
for the fair distributson of nation
resources, equally vested powers,
and for national eguality, The peo-
ple of Balochistan have confidence
in the party that the political strate-
gy will be set in the nght direction
Famous political figures of kala
and Turbat Wajah Fazal Rind,

Mational Party 15 a party of con-
scious polincal workers who are
truly representing the people.

National Party’s Central General
Secretary Jan Muhammad Buleds,
Central Committee members Waja
Abul Hasan, retired Justice Shakeel
Baloch, and other central and
provincial leaders were present in
the induction program
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The curse of narcotics

in Balochistan

The curse of narcotics has ruined our society. Thousands of young
Eenpte fell prey to the curse of heroin during the last four decades in
alochistan. Pakistan’s least developed province. In Quetta, it 15 very
difficult to walk on Jinnah Road because of the young heroin addicts

begging and snatching things on the roadside.

irst, they (addicts) beg and then try to snmatch anything from
mobiles to watches and purses from women. Such incidents have fre-
quently taken a place with addicts snatching purses. mobiles, ete, and
sneaking into the main city nullah, which snakes through Quetta’s

high-secunty zone.

his situation prompted the Quetta police and the Counter-

Terrorism De
lah the other
drug peddlers

ent (CTD) to launch an operation in the main nul-
a:jv_ CTD and police claimed to have killed eight alleged
uring an exchange of fire. This was for the first time

that police and CTD conducted such a targeted operation,
Fate of thousands of addicts s still shrouded in.m}'ste.rjly' .
However, the fate of thousands of young addicts still shrouds in

mystery as
rehabilitation.

as the government is yet to make a plan for their complete
¢ challenge for the government 1s to stop the nar-

cotics smuggling from Afghanistan and rehabilitate the addicts.

Officially an awareness campaign on social media, radio, newspa-
pers, and TV channels should be launched to create awareness among
the people about the curse of narcotics. This would be a good initia-
tive to prevent the youth from falljnqu]%rcy to drugs.

History of heroin dates back to |

1979

R invasion of Afehanistan in

The menace of narcotics in general and heroin, in particular, dates
back to the USSR’s invasion of Afghanistan at the end of December

1979,

The war in Afghanistan had and has direct impacts on Pakistan in
general and Balochistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa provinces in par-
ticular, It is a common saying that *Kalashinkove and Heroin’ culture
is the product of the Afghan war, which distorted the true tolerant face

of the two provinces.
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Multivariate Aspects of Climate
Change in Pakistan

Syed Mansoor Ahmed

Climate change steams
unbeatable challenges in
the future, According o
the World Bank report,
Pakistan stands 6th in
affectee  of climate
change. The awful and
dead"y floods of 2010,
and 2011, extremely dry
weather in a rainy area,
and fluctuation in actual
g:llmatifi }'&anem is alarm-
ing and despairing signs
alt%nng all Ehgadwe!ﬂers%nf
the town

Climate Change and
Agriculiure in Pakistan

n addition, Pakistan is
a semi-arid country. The
focal  and  dependent
source of water 15 from

the snow-covered
Himalayan and the
Karakorum in the

Morthern Areas. Indus,
Thelum, Chenab, Ravi,
and the Sutlej rivers flow
through this area, Within
the water calculus, the
country’s entire agricul-
ture 15 dependant on
water flow from the Indus
river Glacial flood out-
burst also poses a serious
threat to the country’s cli-
mate in the Karakorum
range. The sole aim was
reaching and understand-
ing the possible nodes of
surge-ty pe ulaciers,
which “are characterized
by unsieady movements
and  frequent  frontal
advances of glaciers, As
result, it causes natural

hazards 1
river channels, formin
ice-dammed lakes, whic
will  wltimately  cause
GLOFs and pose threats
downstream of the water.
After meaningzful analy-
sig, it revealed that a
surge between 1998 and
2002 generated 6
GLOFs Damages by
Climate Change.
Meanwhile, rnigorous
critical exploration of the
Attabad Lake of Hunza
Valley in Gilgit-Baltistan
is the distinchve event to
justify the future threats
of climate change in the
center of freshwater. The
lake flooding displaced
more than 6,000 people
from upstream villages
and inundated over 19

by obstructing

the

T
obal

kilometers  of
Karakor
Highway Recently,
warming and subsequent
climate change have
increased the constant
state of fear and the risk
of missive outburst flood-
ing in the respective
mountainous region. The
comprehensive Tield evi-
dence, local testimonies
by the natives, modermn
applications of remote
sensing, and cross-corre-
lation  feature-tracking
technigques provides the
improved understanding
of glacier surges and ice-
dam formation disclosed

the scale future
threat Gilaciers in
Pakistan:It is also noted,
historically, in  the

L

e -~ i

Karakorum Range 39 gla-
ciers ane responsible for
ice-dam formation. On
the other hand, 36 gla-
ciers build ice barriers in
the running rivers due to
frontal advance, near to

the densely populated
areas of the Karakorum
region. By  constant

observation of the pre-
vailing  and  growing
threat of climate change,
il is airing the endless
future threat only due to
the GLOFs. For instance,
the Indus River System
(IRS) is the jugular vein
of irrigation in Pakistan.
It is providing water for
almost 90% of the food
product in Pakistan. The
ice-dam formation due to
the GLOFs will slow

- |

down the water flowing
pace downstream. An
could raise a deep
impasse among the units
for water distribution for-
mula. In the end, it will
ultimately  surface  the

challenge of food insecu-
nt‘\%m akistan.
he Karakorum

Range, more imporiant-
ly, 13 the home of the
anticipating One  Belt
One  Road Initiative
{OBOR) by giving with a
potential corridor
through the Karakorum
Highway from
Khunjerab to the seaport
ai Gawadar in
Balochistan (CPEC) on
the  Indian  Ocean.
Therefore, the smooth
running of the traffic on
the roads is the keynote
for progressive economic
development. While the
ice barriers in rivers due
to frontal advance could
inundate the blacktops of
the Karakorum Highway.
The dislocation and dis-
solution of roads will
give birth to never-end-
ing challenges due to the
factor of GLOFsIn the
same run, these lakes and
GLOFs attracted media,
political, and scientific
attention because of the
repeated  ootburst  of
floods. So, it needs the
heart blood as well as
collective  effective
cfforts to bring down the
scale of the future threat
without causing infinite
Miseries

A wave that didn’t rise

By Ghazi Salahuddin

There is not much
sense in finding an allu-
sion to Pakistan in the
mirror of what happens
in  another country,
though political trends
sometimes flow  across
frontiers in a regional or
global context.

But we do need to
lock a bit closely at the
prevailing  state of
affairs in the Umted
States because of the
close and yet undeci-
pherable  relationship
that Pakistan has had
with this superpower.
And the midterm elec-
tions held in the US on
Tuesday have surely
been watched with inter-
est across the world,

S0, what do the
results of these elections
tell us about the political
drift in America? Now,
the intricacies of
American politics and
its electoral arrangement
make it very difficult to
interpret the entire situa-
tion. Hence, | would
refer to 1t only in its
broad contours.

Let me put it again:
an resemblance to
Pakistan in the political
circumstances ot the LIS
would be incidental and,
in a sense, allegorical.
One temptation here is
to underline some simi-
larities between lmran
Khan and Donald
Trump, something that
has been done so well in
the past. That clip from
Trevor Noah™s show in
August 2018 is a mas-
terpiece in which the
leading American late
night comedian said that

they were actually
twins.

Considering how the
two leaders have con-

ducted their politics in
recent months and
weeks, Trevor MNoah
wonld do well to present
a sequel. Imran Khan
rejects  his  removal
through a vote of no-
confidence as a conspir-
acy. Donald Trump does
not accept the results of
the LS presidential elec-
tion of 2020. Both are
running campaigns that
have intimations of
olitical vioclence. Both
chave like populist
demagogues. Both have
followers who lack
civility and intimidate
their opponents,

In the build-up to this
week’s midterms,  the
olitical situation in the
5 was infused with a
sense of dread. Some
observers expressed
fears about disorder,
chaos and even a civil
war. America may still
not be ahle to wake up
from that mightmare of
January 6, 2021 when a
mob supporting Trump
had attacked the Capitol
building in Washinzton

DC. They were seeking
to keep Trump in power

With the midterms
approaching, the

Republican  Party  of
Trump was seen to be
gaining strength. There
was some talk of a
Republican  tsunami
Almost every political
pundit foresaw a red
wave rising. Red is the
colour of the Republican
Party and the
Democratic  Party  is

identified &z  blue,
Actually, there are red
states where voters pre-
dominantly wvote for
Republican candidates
and there are blue states
where Democrats are
dominant

I do not have to go
into the details of what
15 gt stake in 2 midterm
election for the entire
House of
Representatives and a
number of senators and
governors of particular
states. My focus s
resiricted to the surpris-
ing and potentially
inspiring message that
these midterms have
delivered this vear

Lo and behold, the red
wave did not rise. With
egg on their face, most
political analvsts had to
concede that they had
not read the situation
correctly Before
Tuesday, there seemed
little reason to expect
any gains for President
Biden's party. The over-
all muu:ug ufY those who
care for democratic val-
ues and rule of law was
of gloom and doom. The
toxic politics of Trump
appeared to be ascen-
dant.In fact, a number of
American analysts saw a
global trend in their
country’s anxiety and
discontent. Thev talked
about the decline of
democracy all around
and weakening of rule
of law, They were
alarmed by the use of
violence as a political
strategy, One opinion
writer spoke  about

‘demoeratic recession’,
“We should be afraid of

our future”,
said.

It was so depressing
that just a day before the
election, Margaret
Renki had this as the
title' of her column in
The MNew York Times:
‘“What has happened to
my country?’ Not only
this, she punctuated her
iece with lines from

eats’ ‘The Second
Coming’, such  as
“Things fall apart; the
centre cannot hold™.
And so much more:
“Mere anarchy is loosed
upon the world ... The
best lack all conviction,
while the worst / Are
full of passionate inten-

s0meone

sity” Even if  these
midterms  had  not
become a test of
American  democracy,
with Trump accused of
the of the

ig Lie’

denial oi'gthc 2020 eleg-
tion, there is a kind of
American tradition that
the midterms in the first
term of an incumbent
president cause a lot of
damage to his party.

This year, the
Democrats were addi-
tionally under pressure
because of high inflation
and low approval ratings
of  President Biden
These two factors would
in themselves be deci-
sive. But they must also
be deing something
right. including their
handling of the abortion
issue Anyhow, the com-
mentators are trying to
sort out why the red
wave did not material-
ize. There is also a sense
of telief. “People just
want the circus to stop”,

said a columnist.
“Amenca just dodged an
arrow’, was the heading
of Thomas Friedman's
opinion  piece.  One
thought is that people
perhaps do care about
democracy For sure, this

does not mean that
America has been trans-
formed The country

remains divided. But the
threat that a leader like
Trump can pose is a bit
curtailed. An analysis in
The Guardian said: “The
winner of the midterms
15 not clear but the
loser is Donald Trump™.
President Biden hailed a
“good day” for democ-
racy.

In short, the
Democrats have outper-
formed expectations and
there are signs of the
repudiation of Trump.
The impression that the
momentum, before the
election, had shified
towards the Republicans

was not vahd., This
means that more than
many things,  the

midterms have rejected
the wisdom of media
pundits.Finally, do
Amenca’s midterms
bear a lesson or a warn-
ing for our media ana-
Ivsts to be more careful

in their pronounce-
ments? But critical
thinking s not in our

national curriculum and
partisan passions greatly
restrict objectivity and
reason.  Against  this
backdrop, let the ques-
tion of whether the long
march i3 akin to the
promise of the red wave
m  America  remain
unanswered

ome leaders
are power
hungry in the

extreme.
Some leaders

have an ‘insatiable
desire  for  power’”.
Some leaders have an
‘ardent lust of domina-
tion”, This “ardent lust
of domination” is no
different from ‘extreme
selfishness’. Some
leaders attempt “to
draw everything to cen-
ter in ourselves, which
we think will enable us
to gratify every other

passion - Lust is a
‘psychological  force
producing intense

desire for something.™
Some have lust %cr
money; others have lust
for power.

Some leaders deliber-
ately create ‘cults of
hatred®. There are two
types of cults reli-

ious and political.

‘ults — both religious
and political - can last
for a long time. Cults —
both  religious  and
political can be
extremely dangerous.
Religious cults can be
dangerous for their fol-
lowers and political
cults can be extremely
dangerous  for their
country.

Accordin to. Dr
lanja Lalich, professor
emeritus of sociology
at the California State
University, there are 11
common traits of cult
leaders: charisma; nar-
cissism, lack of guilt,
spiritual bondage; lack
of remorse; spiritual
abuse; pathological
liars; twisting facts;

for power

authoritarian; lack of
boundaries and use of
media. Cults are a
“risky form of human
behavior that diminish-
es our contact with

reality and devalues
ani,-nne outside the
cult.”

There are two types
of personality cults of
political leaders: “ritu-
als of leader worship™
and “prngaglz,aﬂda that
portrays the leader pos-
itively”, Political cults
can have serious politi-
cal consequences as the
probability of street
violence rises manifold
Political cults often
threaten eivil war and
openly defy rule of law.
Most political cults are
destructive in nature.
The presence of politi-
cal cults in a democra-
¢y means in¢reased
political violence

Within political cults,
the “leader is abways
right’, Within political
cﬁts, the leader is “pro-
jected as a messiah’.

olitical cult leaders
are extremely apt at
controlling the behav-
ipur of the youth, The
narrative that cult lead-
ers stir up is ‘us versus
them®. Cult leaders fre-
quently peddle ‘alterna-
tive facts” and cults are
full  of conspiracy-
addled members. Cult
leaders claim that they
are the only ones who
represent the people-all
their “political com-
petitors are just part of
the immoral, corrupt
elite.™ Quite often cult
members do not even
realize that they are

By Dr Farrukh Saleem

part of a cult.

Political culis  in
established democra-
cies with strong institu-
tions are less of a threat
than a nuisance. But,
political cults in fragile
democracies with weak
institutions are a clear
and present danger.
Political cults damage
democratic institutions
including  parliament
and the judiciary.
Political cult leaders
also damage the mili-
tar]y and the police.

read somewhere
that “lust for power is
surely to be counted as
one of the worst char-
acteristics of a human
being.” One man’s lust

for power destroyed
Germany Another
man’s lust for power
was behind the

Cambodian genocide.
One family’s lust for
power destroyed Syria.

Cult leaders have a
tendency to “transform
the most mild govern-
ment  into  the most
insupportable tyranny.”
Yes, a cult leader needs
the “assistance of like-
minded pecple to serve
as subordinate instru-
ments 10 his pursuit of
power.” Democracy is
about ‘rights of the
people’. Democracy is
about the *protection of
basic freedoms’.
Political cults threaten
the rights of the people.
Political cults threaten
basic freedoms.
Political cults are a
clear and present threat
to democracies, espe-
cially fragile democra-
cies.

Beyond the charter of economy

The  Chaner of
Economy is perceived as
a minimum agenda to be
agreed m_by&:_nhtlcal par-
ties, despite different ide-
ologies. The thought
process is that such a
charter can  somehow
shigld the economy from
the vagaries of political
swings., This 15 indeed a
noble thought, However,
it may be an uphill task 1o
follow thmuig . consider-
ing this would essentially
mean that all political
parties contest elections
ORn a common manifesto.

_Institutional memory 15
vital in government. A
thompﬁh attempt to come

with a kind of Charter
of Economy was made by
the PML-N and PPP in
2009, which 1 was hon-
oured to support in put-
ting together. A compre-
hensive document cover-
ing all aress was com-
piled after due delibera-
tons, which is available
on the shelves of the
Finance Division, Some
commentators, less famil-
iar with the functioning
of the Fm'emme_nt. may
not fully appreciate the
extent of policy work
undertaken over the years
within the povernment
and by development part-
ners, Many reports and
policy papers within the
government ministries,
planning commissicn as
well as in_the public
domain can form part of a
revised Chanter of
Economy.

As an example, let us
consider the documents
put forth in the agricul-
ture sector alone, to get a
sense, A pioneering study
was initiated by the gov-
emmment in 2017 for the
rice sector. It took two
yvears to analyze the
whole value chain, start-
ing at farm-level produc-

tion, processing, storage,
value addition and mar-
keting, In a similar man-
ner, useful work was
compiled by a committee
of experts at the Planning
Commission in 2018 for
repaining the colton sec-
tor, providing recommen-
dations, some of which
can be considered for
implementation, A com-
prehensive document in
the shape of Mational
Food Secarity Policy was
also developed in 2018 to

reinvigorate agricul-
ture sector.

In Febmag 2020, the
Planning ommission
ublished &  Cluster

velopment Based

Agricultural
Transformation Plan-
Vision 2025 for 33 agri-
culture commodities. The

tasks for the short-term
are clearly defined and
pricritized in this plan
An agriculture

Emergency Program was
also put mgethekr iji-ln E{I'EE
envisaging work throug)
18 I’u%:r

lic Sector
Development  Program

pr?.}eg:ts. :
t is quite unfortunate

that, despite all these doc-
umentsi akistan has one
of the lowest crop yields
in the region, its agricul-
tural marketing system is
underdeveloped, and the
sector remains vulnerable
to chmate risk and pest
attacks. The intemt of
highlighting this record is
to merely give a glimpse
of the extent of work
awaiting execution. Of
course, the gquality of
work can always be
upgraded and improved
through peer reviews.
Additionally, there is
work by NGOs, INGOs,
multilaterals along with
reform and growth strate-
aies by development
practitioners.

This plethora of work
can be used to forge yet
another agenda (Charter
of  Economy} if so
desired, Amalgamation 15
the easier part. Shaping it
into actionable points s
the more wseful and oru-
eling task as that alone
will provide a way for-
ward for the necessary
changes in the economy,

Pakistan's success in
policy and  structural
reform has generally been
through a more focused
ajpprnach. Let us review
thiz approach where a
dedicated team of smart
men and women, not a
committee o Commis-
sionn, has been assembled
with an outcome of some
worthwhile results in the
country.

Let me give two exam-
ples. of work I have
undértaken in Pakistan,
In 2012, we imtiated sari-
ous work on Ease of
Doing Business (EQODB)
reforms in Pakistan. The
modus operandi was a
focused team along with
kev stakeholders to con-
duct diagnostics, forge an
actionable plan and fol-
low through with quan-
tifiable results. It took
several groeling vears of
research and a new report
took the form of the first

ever Mational Doing
Business Reform
Strategy 2016,

We Tollowed our work
by imvitng the first ever
data challenge mission of
the World Bank to
Pakistan for enpaping
directly with contnbutors
and 1o zet the most accu-
rate stafistics on Pakistan,
At the Economic Reform
Unit (ERL) we were
aware that multiple busi-
ness-related reforms were
not bein adc%uute:g' cap-
tured by the EOD
report. For the first time,

Pakistan was recognized
as one of the Top Ten
reformers of the world in
the 2017 publication of
the World Bank Ease of
Doing Business Report.
Additiopally, the coun-
Lr&,-‘s ranking was upgrad-
by four notches. This
was no  meagre  feal
Pakistan had been on a
downward shide for sev-
eral years, hurting its
image internationally as a
destination  for invest-
ment,
~In a similar vein back
in 2011, mv colleagues
and I at the ERL had real-
ized that the povernment
did not have a handle on
the number, linancial per-
formance and share hold-
ings of State Owned
Enterprises (S0Es). A
small but nimble team
was energized, consider-
ing the broad scope of the
task al hand. We pub-
lished in 2013 the first
ever reporl of around 203
SOEs which the
Government of Pakistan
supported or regulated or
had some stakes in,

Our insight has created
acountry wide realization
of the high level of inefli-
ciencies, sizable financial
losses and unbearable
burden on the exchequer
created by SOEs, In fol-
low-up reports we high-
lighted the need to move
on  restructuring  and
divestment. In the first
example one was able 1o
show tangible results and
in the second build a
strong narrative by put-
ting evidence on the
table. The point that the
two  examples demon-
strate 15 that a Focused
approach can work in
Pakistan to brang about a
change, through a dedi-
cated team bypassing a
clocged system.

ere are other exam-

les of success in vanous
ields with a similar
approach: bypass surgery

uilding the insurmount-
able nuclear deterrence,
to @ decent income sup-
port programme, to a new
motorway police, 1o digi-
tal data sets and cieregu a-
tion of the telecom sector,
are  some worthwhile

areas. )
. The Pakistan of today
15 fighting an existential
economic  task  much
bevond the purview of a
necessarg programme
_sup{h:rre by the IMF. It
15 strongly proposed that
on the same lines of
bypass surgery, the coun-
try dedicates respurces
and a small team of sensi-
ble experts 10 gversee an
agriculture sector tum-
around, an energy sector
revamp and — further
derggulation of the econ-
omy with a focus on
small- and medium-sized
businesses.

Desirables in  these
three sectors can be artic-
ulated. Focus in agricul-
ture should be clear: to
raise productivity and
reduce cost, adjust to cli-
mate change and shifi
from grain to fruits and
vegelables. The energy
sector is challenging the
country’s solvency  with
both ~its overbearin
effect on the fiscal as we
as balance ol payments.
The necessary surgery
has to involve efficiency
zains through divestment
and a change in the ener-
%I}' mix of the country. On
the regulatory side we
can strive to further do
away with overlappin
reculation between local,

rovincial and federal
evels, As we move to
digitize and automate
processes  our  focus
would be on the bulk of
businesses,

Selling lies

g are in
an era of
disinforma-

tion. That
ferm 15
thrown around by all
political persuasions to
accuse their opponents
of not being truthful,
The systematic dissem-
mation of disinforma-
tion, however, is more
than just lying. It is a
political strategy in a
wir to take control of
public  power  [Iis
mtended purpose is to
create confusion, which
leads to rejecting gov-
arnment Insiiutions
entrusted to deliberate
over verifiable facts,
There 15 a significant
difference etween
ying about a particular
action or product and a
disinformation  cam-
paI}_iln to  undermine
public trust n a demo-
cratic republic. A clas-
sic example of the for-
mer 15 how the tobacco
industry hed or created
doubt about scientific
findings that demon-

strated that smoking
caused lung and cardiac
diseases, Lp to the mid-
Fifties. the tobacco

industry had succeeded
i elevating smoking to
be one of the most pop-
ular, successful, and
widely used items of
the early 20th century.
In response to the
mounting evidence that
smoking cigareites
damaged one’s health,
the tobacco industry
hired the nation’s lead-

mg  public relations
firm, The industry fol-
lowed the consultant’s
advice and focused ifs
efforts on disrupting the
usual  processes  of
knowledge production
in medicine, science,
and public  health
Consequently, the lead-
mg tobacco companies
embraced the scientific
discourse that assumes
there is always more to
know, The tobacco
industry’s strategy was
to exaggerate that prin-
ciple in order to spread
doubt and uncertainty
about the known facts
The tobacco industry’s
campaign did not antack
the validity of scientitic
institutions to analyze
the facts; instead, they
accused scientists of
not wanting to find the
correct data.
Eventually, the tobac-
co industry lost its bat-
tle by payving over $206
billion through a court
settlement. However,
that punishment was
only achievable
because it was deliv-
ered by an independent
court system thart fairly
weighed the facts.
Borrowing a page
from the tobacco play-
book, Donald Trump
has  not  directly
attacked the concept of
democracy, mstead, he
undermines the cred-
itability of democratic
institutions by accusing
them of not treating
him and his supporters
fairly. For example, he

ick L.

attacked Congress for
not  throwing  out
Biden's electoral votes,
and he condemned the
courts for them tossin
out his 60 cases chal-
lenging the outcome of
the election. His repeat-
ed message was that the
election was rigged

All politicians and
political parties can be
Justly accused of lyving
from time to time about
their accomphishments
or their intent fo accom-
plish things they have
no  power to do.
However, past efforts
from major political
players have staved
within a sandbox of
playing with democrat-
¢ mshunons,

Trump stepped out-
side that sandf-crx on the
night of the 2012 presi-
dential election when
he tweeted, “This elec-
tion 15 a total sham and
a travesty. We are not a
democracy!” He mis-
takenly thought that
Obama had won the
election  without the
majority popular vote.

Four years later,
Trump won his presi-
dential election without
winning the popular
vote. but he didn’t men-
tion that fact, Instead,
when the polls indicat-
ed that he might lose
the 2016 election to
Democratic
Presidential Candidate
Hillary Clinton, he
claimed 1t would have
been rigged if she had
womn. Then.




Iranian exile who
got stuck for years in
French airport dies

ISLAMABAD:  An
Iramian who 2ot stuck for
18 years ina Paris airport,
inspiring. A& Steven
Spelbere movie stamng

om  Hanks, died on
Saturday at the termanal,
an airport official said.

Mehran Karimi Nasseri
died of natural causes just
before  midday  on
Saturday in termingal 2F at
Charles de Gaulle airport
cuiside the French capi-
tal, the official told AF"}’.

_ Caught onginally i an
immigration trap —
unable to enter Erauce
and with nowhere to go

he became dependent

on his unusual place of
living and increasingly a
national and international
canse celebre

Mehran Karimi
WNasseri, a  political
refugee who lived more
than I8 wyears in [Paris'
Roissy-Charles de Gaulle
airport, died, Nov 12,
2022 at the age of 77 in
the airpori He called him-
self "Sir Allfred," and a
small section of airport
Earqucl and a plastc
ench became  his
domain Karimi MNasseri's
peculiar story came to the
attention. of Hollywood
director Spielberg, inspir-

g 2004 flm- "The
lerminal," which starred
Hanks and Catherine
Feta-lones Hanks plaved
a man who becomes
trapped at MNew York's
JFK airport when  his
home country collapses
into  revolution After
spending most of the
money he received for the
film, ” Karimi MNasseri
refurned 1o the airport a
few weeks ago, the offi-
cial said Several thou-
sand dollars were found
on him.Born in 1945 in
Masjed Scleiman, in the
[rantan rovince  of
Khuzestan INP

RDA making its mark felt
in Pakistan’s digital
transformation effort

ISLAMABAD Rosha
n  Digital  Account
(RDAY is the histonic
step of the State Bank,
allowing OVEFseas
Pakistamis for the first
time in the country’s
history to  open “an
account in a Pakistani
bank while sitting in
their host country with-

out any hassle, states
MCB  Bank Branch
Manager Mohsin
Saleem

He was talking to
WealthPK  during an
exclusive interview, and
was responding 1o a
guestion on how the
RIDDA has made 115 mark
i Pakistan’s  digital
transformation effort;

Further elaborating,
Mohsin  Saleem  said
value of the accounts
opened under RDA had
reached $3.16 hillion as
aof  December 2021,
showing its popularity

with ) OVErseas
Pakistams _—
MCB was offening

RDA in nine currencies

in addition to  the
Pakistani rupee. The
bank's initiatives such

as Roshan Apna Ghar,

Roshan  Apni Car,
Roshan Samaaji
Khidnmat, Roshan
Qurbam  Service, and

numeraus other services
have opened new doors
of investment fior
Fakistani diaspora

JAMSHORO: Large

Future IveEstment
apportunities and
value-added  services
are also being extended
by the bank.

There are three to
four  forums, where
overseas Pakistanis can
invest, including the
stock market,  real
estate, and governmenl
certificates with high
returns. The return rates
offered by MCB are 5%
for foreign curremcy
accounts and  [1-12%
for rupee-denominated
accoumnts.

How are high
interest rates affecling
banks” operations?

A he  Karachi
[nterbank Offered Rate
(Kibor) 15 currently

hr.n-'crinﬁ_ around  [6-
| %, which is unusual-
ly high and affects

banks™ lending as no
ane is that eager to take
a loan at such a high
interest rate,  Though
borrowing and lending
money 15 the primary
function of commercial
banks, we ar¢ only con-
centrating on current
accounts because they
do not require banks to
pay interest as savings
accounts do.

O What risks is your
bank facing amid the
volatile economic envi-
ronment?

o The bank's risk
exposure has increased

number of StIJl'li.'l'l.t.ﬁ solving the

due 10 a slowdown in
geonomic growth  Our
bank is currently facing
market risks,  capita
adequacy risks, credit
risks, and liguidity risks
due to changes in mar-
ket wvariables such as
high interest rates, for-
eign exchange volatili-
tv, dwindling stocks and
high commodity prices.

‘t}. How does political
uncertainty  affect the
investment environment
in the country?

A: Political stability
is a prerequisite for an
economy 1o Lrow  sus-
tainably and restore
mmvestors” conlidence to
ut their money in il

here must be a stable
political environment in
the country so that
investors can be assured
that their investments
would be protected
Political instability can
negatively impact the
economy/equity market,
thus resulting i
decreased profitability
. Why are banks
Er{ﬁﬁts ~ dwindling?
Vhat possible steps can
banks take to offset the
crunch?A: Heavy taxa-
ton has dwindled the
net profits of the small-
er banks though thetr
belore-tax margins are
fine, However, crealing
new  deposit products
an mm“ln% the cur-
rent product INP

. : question
paper during the Medical and Dental College Admission Test
(MDCAT) held at LUMHS.

Governor lauds relief
activities of public
sector, private universities
for flood victims

LAHORE: Governor
Punjab Muhammad
Balighur Kehman has
highly appreciated the
public sector and pri-
vate universities for
committed efforts to
collect relief zoods and
funds for  flood
affectees and visiting
the areas where flood
payed havoc
He expressed these
views while talking to
Pr.  Amjad _ Sagib,
Founder and Chairman
ol Akhuseat
Foundation, Kamran
Shams, Salim Ranjha,
Rana Tariq, Dr. Rizwan
and Mian Shahid Igbal

From Bahawalpur
E .o @m:p m 1 ©
Development  Forum
whol called on  ar
Governof House

Lahore on  Sunday.

During the meeting,
the rehabilitation of the
flood victims, the con-
struction of houses and
especially. how to get
the flood victims out of
the trauma were dis-
cussed

Muhammad Balighur
Rehman said that it
will take a lot of time
o come out of the
social, economic and
psychological effects
caused by the flash
floods Governor
Punjab said that a
mechanism  will  be
evolved in the univer-
sities to help the peo-
ple in the food-ailect-
ed areas 1o recover
from the trauma. He
urged the students of
the universities to play
a role in bringing the
flood victims out of the

iszchg‘.uIcr:"ma! effects.
He said that everyone
has to play his role till
the complele rehabili-
tation_of the flood vig-
tims.Governor Punjab
appreciated the welfare
nrgﬂl'llfﬂ‘ll‘lrilf- recon-
struction of houses and
other rehabilitation
works for the flood
victims, Omn this occa-
sion, Punjab Governor
along with the mem-

bers of Bahawalpur
E-comomic
Development  Forum

presented a cheque of

over 1.5 crore rupees
to the Chairman of
Akhuewat Foundation,
Dr Ampad Sagib to pro-
vide educational schol-
arships to the students
belonging to
Bahawalpur
Division [MNP

RAWALPINDI:

Cricket fans react as they watch the 1CC men's Twenty2(

World Cup 2022 final ericket match between Pakistan and England, on a big
screen at Ayub National Park, in the city.

Secretary Health reviews
arrangements at MD CAT
examination centers

LAHORE: In line with the
directions of Punjab Health
Minister Dr. Yasmin Rashid,
Provincial Health Secretary
Dr. Ahmed Javed Qazi on
Sunday visited wvarious MD
CAT examination centers in
Lahore.

Deputy Secretary Abu Bakr
and Section Officer Jawad
Pirzada along with other ofli-
cers accompanied him on the
occasion S

D, Ahmed Javed (azi visit-
ed BISE Lawrence Road,
Kinnaird College for Women,
Lahore College For Women
University, DFS Model Town,
University of Punjab Wahdat
Road, Universily of Education
and Expo center Lahore to
review arrangements.

Dr Ahmed Javed Qazi dis-

cussed the arrangements in a
meeting with the adminisira-
tion in the examination cen-
ters. Deputy  Secretary Abu
Bakr and others officers con-
cerned briefed him about the
arrangements

Secretary. Health  Punjab
expressed his opinion and said
that the arrangements in all
the ME CAT examination cen-
ters in Lahore are satisfactory
Shaikh Zayed Hospital Rahim
Yar Khan, Vice Chancellor

King Edward Medical
Universily, PRO  Vice-
Chancellor  Fatima Jinnah
Medical University Lahore

and other Vice-Chancellors
and Principals are monitoring
the MDD CAT exams

Dr. Ahmad Javed Qazi said
that we are in constant contact

with the control room estab-
lished in the University of
Health Sciences regarding the
MD CAT exams. The super-
vising staff in the CAT exam
centers are performing their
duties diligently, The appli-
cants participating in the MD
CAT exams are completely
satistied with the arrange-
ments  Secrecy s being
ensured in the MD CAT exam
centers. More than 7000 spe-
cialized healthcare and med-
ical education, university of
health sciences and teaching
institutions' statt is perform-
ing. There are special
NADRA vans for the identifi-
cation, verification and facili-
tv of the candidates in the cen-
ters. More than 83 thousand
candidates, INP

Imran expresses desire
to restore ties with US

LALA MUSA: Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Tnsal” (PTD) chiel
Imran Khan—who had for
months accused America of
fomenting a conspiracy io
oust him Trom power — has in
a recent mlerview sugeesied a
departure  from  his  usual
refrain, and expressed a desire
to restore his relations with
Washington despile accusing
it of treating Islamabad as a
“slave’ : )

In an interview with the
Financial Times following an
assassination attempt  last
month, Imran said he will no
longer “blame” the US and
wants a “digaified” relation-
ship il re-elected

“As far as I'm concerned
it’s aver, it’s behind me.” he

said of the alleged conspiracy,
which both Shehbaz and the
LS had denied

“The Fakistan | want to lead
must have zood relationships
with everyone, aspecially the
Uinited States

“Ouar relationship with the
'S has been as of a master-
servant relationship, or a mas-
ter-slave relationship, and
we've been used like a hired
gun. But for that, | blame my
own government more than
the US ™

The ousted primeé minister
criticized Pakistan's
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) program, first started
under his government in 2019
but revived by Sharf, for
pushing austerity measures

Industrial association
rejects gas halt, urge
PM, CM to intervene

KARACHL Indusinal Association of Pakistan on
Sunday rejected the notice of no gas supply to

industries

According to details, the Industrial Association
of Pakistan rejected the government’s notice to not
supply zas to industries in the winter season. The
association would urge the federal government to
find ways 1o El'(_widﬁ cas 10 indusinies, President

Karachi Chamber said

Balwani said.

The association said that they reject the policy of

gas load shedding

Javed Balwani said that the gas supply is 34%
while the industries are getting oniy 18%(721

mmcft) gas supply. INP

Vice President Javed Balwani said that the Prime
Minister and Chief Minister should intervene and
save Karachi’s industries from closure. The govern-
ment has not considered any recommendation given
by the Industrialists committee, Faisal Mueez said

The committee had recommended shifting load
management to a circular basis so industries are not
shut completely. It 18 not clear how expori-orignted
industries would be provided gas in winter, Javed

SSGC halts

gas supply to
industries

KARACHI: With the advent of the winler season
the gas crisis seems o have worsened as the S
Southern Gas Company Limited (SSGC) halted was
supply to industries across Karachi,

“In adherence to the Ministry of Energy (Petroleum
Division) gas load mapagement plan, that places
domestic and commercial customers on top of the pri-
ority list, it has been decided to suspend gas supply 1o
all general industries from November 15 1o Febroary
28, 20237 a statement 1ssued by the gas company read

It said the decizion 15 aimed to meel the naing
domestic  customers
Balochistan,“In adherence to the Ministry of Eneray
{Petroleum Division) gas load management plan, that
places domestic and commercial customers on top of
the priority list, it has been decided to suspend gas sup-
oy to all general industries from November 15 1o
“ebruary 28, 20237 a statement 1ssued by the zas com-

demand  of

pany read

It smid the decision is aimed (0 meet the nsing
customers

demand of domestic
Balochistan NP

uture

held
Sunday
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ISLAMABAD: Revenu
es for JK Spinning Mills
Limited rose 57% to
Rs27.33 billion in the fis-
cal year that ended on
June 30, 2022 [from
Rs1740 ballion in fiscal
2020-21

The company achieved
the highest-ever sales
revenues,  volumes, and
profitabality during the
vear, reports WealthPK,
queting the firm's finan-
cial sfatisncs

JK Spinning. Mills
Limited is a public-limit-
ed company incorporated
in Pakistan on January 7,

1987 under the
Companigs = Ordinance,
1984, which has now

MUZAFFARABAD: A young
push cart alongside a road during cool weather in the city.

LAHORE Punjab
Standing Committee on Law and
Order has taken strict notice of the
fireworks at some places during the
long march of Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PT1) and directed that this

ractice should be prevented in

Punjab Minister or Parliamentary
Affairs Muhammad Basharat Raja
chaired the meeting of the committee
at the Civil
Chief® Secretary
Abdullah  Khan
Inspector General
officers participated through video

During the meeting, the overall
i order situation of 1
province and the security of ongoing
Long March were reviewed in detail.
The meeting was told that one leg of
marih is going on GT Road
other = is
Faisalabad Division

that 3500 policemen have been

Spinning Mills posts hefty sales

revenue of Rs27bn in FY22

heen  replaced  with
Companies Act, 2017

The company works in
the textile manufacturing
industry, which involves
EINNING, spinning,
sewing, as well as the
purchase, sale, and other
transactions of varn, tex-
tiles and other products.

The company  also
made a hefty aross profit
of Rso 16 billion  in
FY¥22, up 84.90% from
Rsd 33 billion achieved
in FY21

The company posted
over 90% growth in its
profit-before-tax, which
went ep to Rsd 08 ballion
in FY 22 from Rs2 14 bil-
lion in FY21

I'he company’'s net
profitability  increased
significantly as a result of
the considerable top-line
erowth, more than dou-
Bling from Rsl 81 billion
in FY21 to Rs3 66 hillion
in FY22

The earnings per share
(EPS), whic Was
Rsi7 71 the vear before,
increased significantly to
Re35 79in FY22,

As of June 30, 2022,
the company’s directors,
their spouses and minor
children owned 69.79%
of the shares. The chief
executive officer pos-
sessed over 24% of the
total  shares Local
investors owned 5 87%

of the shares. Banks,
DFls, NBFIs, insurance
companies and
muodarabas held a negligi-
ble number of shares.
Company’s  perform-
ance over the years
[n 2019, the company's
sales revenue increased
to Rs13.68 billion from
RS 90 ballion in 2018
The company's gross
profit increased by 84%
year-over-year to Rsl 91
hillion from Rsi 04 hil-
lion the previows vear.
The profit-after-tax for
the wvear increased by
112% to Rs7l6 million
[rom Ra337 mellion in the
previous year. As a result,
the EPS rose from Rsd.62

in 2008 o Rs9.8 in 2019

In 2020, the -::an}an;.-'-;
sales increased 8.3% to
Rsid .82  billion from
Rs13 .08 billion the previ-
Ol year

The  gross  profit
increased  from Rsl 9]
billion in 2019-to Rs2.49
billion in 2020,

The company declared
a net profit of Bsl 14 bil-
lion in 2020 over Rs716
million in 2019 The EPS
increased from Rs98 1o
Rsl5 63

The company's topline
climbed 1o Rs17.40 bil-
lion in 2021 from
Rs14.82 billion in 2020
due to an inorease in
product demand. NP

ik T T s
KARACHE An old man is filling water cans for drinking water
due to shortage of drinking water at Livari area, in Provincial

Capital.

such as subsidy-free fuel and
power prices and spiraling
mflation

“When wou contract the
economy, and some of the
IMF measures make your
economy shrink, how are vou
supposed to pav off vour
loans. because your loans
keep increasing?” he said.
"f.‘l_;-ﬂ.\ﬂllr:s_‘:tiurl has
crashed??? S0 my guestion
is; How are we going to pay
our debts? We are certainly
gmng o head towards
default. "“0ur  relationship
with the U'S has been as of 2
master-servant relationship. or
a- master-slave relationship,
and we've been used like a
hired gun, But for that, |

blame. [NP
SR
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Walking
machine for
PTI chief
shifted to
Zaman Park’s

residence

LAHORE: A walking machine
to facilitate Chairman Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf {PT1) Imran Khan
who was ijured inoan assassina-
fhon aunm&ﬂ during long march of
party in ‘azirabad some 10 days
carlier. was taken to his Zaman
Park’s residence on Sunday.

Before entry into Zaman Park,
the walking machine was checked
throush searching devices and
searching dogs.

After compleling securnty clear-
ance, the maching was allowed to
be camed mto Zaman Park NP

Sikh Yatrees
from India
perform religious
rituals at
Gurdwara
Kartarpur Sahib,
Narowal

NAROWAL. The Sikh Yatrees
from India who are cumrently on
visit to Pakistan to attend the
553rd birth anniversary of Baba
Cium WNanak Sahib, on Sunday per-
formed their religious rituals at
Gurdwara  Kartarpur  Sahib in
Marowal

A documentary relating the con-
struction of Gurdwara Sahit was
shown to the visiting vatrees on
the occasion

According to  spokesman of
Evacuee Trust Propertv Board,
after a day-long stay in Gurdwara
Kanarpur Saheh, the vatrees would
return o Lahore on Monday TNP

Minorities in Pakistan
enjoy equal rights as per
Quaid’s vision: Balighur

Rehman

LAHORE: Punjab Governor
Muhammad Balighur Rehman has
said that as per vision of Quaid-e-
Azam Mubhammad Al Jinnah, all
minarities living in Pakistan enjoy
equal rights Speaking during a
meeting with the delegation led by
the founder and chairman of
Implementation Minority Rights
Forum Pakistan, Samuel Pyara,
which called on him on Sunday, he
said thar protecting the righis of
minofities is our duty and respon-
sibility, Balighur Rehman said
minaorities plaved a significant role
in formation of Pakistan, adding
that the role of minorities in the
development and stability. ONP

vendor is selling warm caps on his

SCCLO takes notice

of fireworks during PTI long
march, directs to avoid

practice in future

Cabinet

and district administration

deployed in Faisalabad for secunty
PUrposes

Chairman Committee Muhammad
Basharal Raja expressed satisfaction
over the sucuri:g‘ arrangements and
praised the performance of police

He said

that the officers and officials of the

Secretariat on
PﬂﬂJﬂh
Sumbal., Acting
Police and other

police and district admimisiration are
fulfitling the assigned responsibility
in a good manner. Actin
directed the concerne
make satisfactiory food arrangements
for the police personnel during duty.
On the report of the Additional 1G
CDT, the committee decided to stop

G Punjab
DPOs to

the movement of non-related per-

the

moving in
It was brieted

sons, including carrigges within the
Long March. Muhammad Basharat
Raja said that the date and plan for
the arrival of the Long March in
Fawalpind: will be determined ahead
af time: “PTI1 ieadership will be ¢con-
tacted and final decision on the plan
would be taken accordingly”, con-
cluded the chair INP
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Biden and Xi meet face-to-face as superpower
relations mired in tensions

LIS President Joe Biden will meel Chinese leader Xi linping in person on
Monday for the first ime since taking office, with US concerns over Taiwan,
Russia’s war in Ukraine and North Korea's nuclear ambitions on top of his agen-

da

The long-awaited in-person meeting comes as relations between the superpow-
ers have sunk to their lowest in decades. The two will meet on the Indonesian
ishend of Bali abead of the annual Group of 20 {G20) summit gathering leaders ol

the world's major developed and emerging economies,

Biden goes into the meeting on the back of a major domestic victory with
Demograts clinching control of the Senate, a development acknowledzed by glob-
al leaders, while Xi secured an un{.nrecedfnted third term in office last month.

"I know I'm coming in stronaer but T don't need that 1 know Xt Jinpmg, [ spent
more time with him than any other world leader i
Cambodia on Sunday after the Senate results. "There's never any miscalculabon
. where each of us stands "The US president, who is on a whirlwind trip
with stops atan infernational climate summit i Egvpt and an ASEAN meeting and

about

PEMAP Chief Mehmood Khan Achakzai presenting Khan Abdul Samad Khan Achakzai's book

to Professor Dr. Arif and Mateen Akhundzada

Immediate elections
only solution to crisis
faced by country:
Aslam Iqgbal

LAHORE: Senior = Provingial
Minister Mian Aslam lgbal has said
that the only selution to prevailing
crises faced by the country 15 immedi-
ate elections. He said thai the country
i5 going through a serous economic
ctisis, Exports, remiftances, foreign
exchange are at histone lows and food
prices are skyrocketing,

Cnticizing the Shant familyv and the
PDM on Sunday, he said that Shehbaz
Sharif, who stole millions of pounds
from the aid of flood victims, has been
badly caught in the Daily Mail
Laondon

Mian Aslam Tgbal said that the
Shanf family has always been a cause
of disrepute for Pakistan ai the inter-
national level Unfortunately, at pres-
£l |mcg_u:|rtam decisions of the country
depend on the mafia and power comi-
dors instead of the masses Pakistan
cannot prospet uniil the people rise up
against the alliance of these looters
Politics of Family limited, vested inter-
ests and malia nexus have tarmished
democracy, he added.

The provincial mimster further said
that thirteen parties of PDM, including
PML-N, came to power only to end
coruption cases and they have ended
cormaption cases worth 1100 billion
rupeas as soon as they came: Today,
people are on the streets agpinst the
male of two Tamilies over the country
for thinty vears, he concluded INP

Impersonator held,
car recovered in
Capital

ISEAMABAD:  The Islamabad
Capital Temtory Lohibher police on
Sunday arrested an impersonator and
recovered a car, a Police Public
Relation Officer said.

He said that, following the special
directions of Inspector General of
Police Islamabad Dr Akbar Nasir
Khan, ICT police had categoncally
started a crackdown agamst criminal
elements in order to save the precious
lives and property of citizens

According to the details. a Lohibher

olice team arrested impersonator
sagib Shahzad and recovered car from
his possession. Case has been regis-
tered against the nabbed accused and
further Tnvestzation is underway

1GP Tslamabad said that the safely
of Tives and property of the citizens is
our prime responsibility and no laxity
will be tolérated in this regard. IN]

Sherry urges world
to take practical
steps to save world
from climate change

CAIRO:  Mimster for Chimate
Change Sherry Rehman has urged the
international community to take prac-
tical steps to save the world from neg-
ative impacts of the climate change

Addressing the Inter-Parliamentary
Union at COP-27 in Egypt on Sunday,
she emphasized the need for collective
responsibility o face the challenge of
1.1111[|:)£l| warming, unprecedented rains,
Moads and other natural
calamities INP

Governor lauds relief
activities of public
sector, private
universities for
flood victims

LAHORE: Governor  Punjaly
Muhammad Balighur Rehman has
highly appréciated the public sector
and private umiversities for committed
efforts to collect rehef goods and
funds for flood affectees and visiting
the areas where flood played havoc.

He expressed these views while
talking to Dr. Amjad Saqib, Founder
and — Chairman™  of  Akhuwat
Foundation, Kamran Shams, Salim
Rangha, Rana Tang, Dr Rizwan and
Mian Shahid Igbal Trom Bahawalpur
Economic Development Forum whol
called on at Governor House Lahore
on Sunday. During the meeting, the
rehabilitation of the flood victims, the
construction of houses and especially
how to get the flood victims out of the
trauma were discussed Muhammad
Balighur Reliman said that it will take
a lol of time 1o come out of the social,
coonomic and psychological INP

Biden told reporters in

between the two nations

the East Asia Summit in Cambodia ahead of G20, is hoping to buld a "floor for
the relationship" with China and ensure there are rules that bound competition

Biden recently said he was unwilling to make any fundamental concessions
when he meets Xi, and that he wanted both leaders to lay out their "red lines" and
resolve areas of conflict. The meeting 15 unlikely to produce concrete results and
no joint statement 1s expected, the White House has said, but it could help stabilise

ties marked by growing tensions over issues from Hong Kong and Taiwan to the

o

. %

Imran expresses desire
to restore ties with US

LALA MUSA Pakistan
Tehreck-e-Insaf  {PTI) chief
Tmran  Khan—who  had  [or

months acoused Amernica of
fomenting & conspiracy to oust
him from power — has in a
recent interview suggested a
departure from his usual refrain,
and expressed a desire to restore
his relations with Washington
despite accusing il of treating
Islamabad as a “slave”

In an interview with the
Financial Times following an
assassination attempt last month,
[mran said he will no longer
“blame” the US and wants a
“dignified” relationship if re-
elected.

“As far as T'm concerned il's
aver, it’s behind me,™ he said of
the alleged conspiracy, which
both Shehbaz and the US had
denied.

“The Pakistan | want to lead
must have pood relationships
with everyone, especially the
United States

“Our relationship with the US
has been as of a master-servant
relationship. or a master-slave
relationship, and we've been

used like a hired gun But for
that, 1 blame my own zovern-
ment more than the US 7

The ousted prime minister crit-
icized Pakistan’s International
Monetary Fund (IMF) program.
first started under his govern-
ment, in 2019 but revived by
Sharif, for pushing austersty
measures such as subsidy-free
Fuel and power prices and spiral-
g inflation

“When you contract the écono-
my, and some of the IMF meas-
ures make your economy shrink,
how are you supposed to pay off
yvour loans, because your [pans
keep increasing? " he said
“Consumption has crashed??7?
S0 my question 15 How are we
going to pay our debts? We are
certainly zoing to head towards
default.”

The ousted prime minister crit-
icized Pakistan’s International
Mo netary Fund (IMF) pro-
aram, first started under his gov-
ernment in 2019 but revived by
Sharif, for pushing austerity
measures such as subsidy-free
Fuel and power prices and spiral-
ing infl utiun.]‘:\g

SCCLO takes notice of fireworks
during PTI long march, directs to
avoid practice in future

LAHORE: Punjalk  Cabinet
Standing Commiltee on Law
artd Order has taken strict notice
of the fireworks at some places
during the long march of
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
and directed that this practice
should be prevented in future,

Punjab Minister for
Parliamentary AlTairs
Muhammad =~ Basharat  Rajga
chaired the meeting of the com-
mittee held at the Civil
Secretariat on Sunday, Chief
Secretary  Punjab Abdullah

Khan Sumbal, Acting Inspector
General Police and other offi-
cers participated through video
link, During the meeling, the
overall law and order situation
of the province and the security
of engoing Long March were
reviewed in detaill. The meeting
was told that one lez of the long
march is going on GT Road and
the other is moving in
Faisalabad Division It was

briefed that 3300 policemen
have heen deployed n
Faisalabad for security purpos-
es.Chairman Committee
Muhammad Basharat Raja
expressed satisfaction over the
security  arrangements  and
praised the performance of
police and district administra-
tign. He said that the olficers
and officials of the police and
district administration are ful-
filling the assigned responsibil-
ity in a good manner. Acting G
Punjal directed the concerned
DPOs to make satisfactory food
arrangements for the police per-
sonnel during duty. On the
repart of the Additional 1G
CDT, the committee decided to
stop the movement of non-relat-
ed persons, including carriages
within the Long March
Muhammad Basharat Raja said
that the date and plan ilur the
arrival of the Long March in
Rawalpindi INP

Minorities in Pakistan enjoy
equal rights as per Quaid’s
vision: Balighur Rehman

LAHORE: Punjab Governor
Mulammad Balighur Rehman
has said that as per vision of
Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Al
linnah, all minosities living in
Pakistan enjoy equal rights.

Speaking during a meeling
with the delegation led by the
founder and chatrman  of

Implementation Minority
Rights  Forum Pakistan,

Samuel Pyara, which ¢alled on
him on Sunday, he said that
protecting the rights of minori-
ties is our duty and responsi-
bility

Balighur  Rehman - said
minorities played a significant
role in formation of Pakistan,
adding that the role of minon-
tes in the development and
stability of the country is com-
mendable  On this occasion,

Governor Punjab also thanked
Bishop Madeem Bhandar and
Parvezr Masih for their help to

conl weather in the citv.

the flood victims.

On the request of the delega-
tion, the Governor of Punjab
also agreed to hold & ceremony
al the Governor's House in the
honour of the people who have
rendered significant services

for the rehabilitation ot the
flood victims. He said that
those who serve humanity

should be encouraoed

Samuel Pyara said that the
constitution of Pakistan is the
best conmstitution in the world
regarding minorities. He said
that all minorities living in
Pakistan have equal rights and
religious freedom The delega-
tron included Bishop Madeem

Bhandar, Parvez Masih trom
UK and Canada, Sameera
Hussain Advocate Head of

lLegal Team of Implementation
Minority Fights Forum
Pakistan and Kashif MNaimat
Adwvocate High Court INP

MUZAFFARABAD: A man covered his child with the warm shawl on their way during

flared especially after US House Speaker N
the self-coverned democratic island that Beijing claims as its territory

White House national secunty adviser Jake Sullivan said the meeting could run
for two howrs or more, and Biden would be “totally straighiforward and direct” in
the conversation. Web Desk

South China Sea. coercive trade practices and US restrictions on Chinese technol-
owy. Biden and X1, who have held five phone or video calls since Biden took office
in Januwary 2021, last met in person during the Obama admimstration Strains

) .

laney Pelosi's August tnp to Tawan,

Imran Gichki appointed
principal secretary to
CM Balochistan

News Desk

QUETTA: Senior bureau-
crat. Imran Taj Gichki has
appointed as the Principal
Secretary  to  the Chief
Minister Balochistan, Mr
Grichki 15 a grade 20 officer

According to a notifica-
tion issued by the Services
and General Administration
Des‘.-arlmenl (S&GAD), the
CM has pleased to appoini

6
Mr. Gichk: as the |3|'|11|:i;1;'1! Secretary Mr Gichki
remained secrelary sports and spcretary ol LoeTm-
ment Balochistan

Efforts made to empower youth,
maximize job prospects: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of Planning,
Development and Special Initiatives is implement-
ing a number of development initiatives to empow-
er the vouth and maxamize their emplovment
prospects, reports WealthPE.

A research officer of the Youth Affairs section of
the planning ministry, who wished not to be quot-
ed, told WealthPK, “Pakistan Vision 2025 aims to
channelize and streamline the energies ol the coun-
try’s large youth population and to realize their
immense digital potential to create an innovative
and entrepreneurial knowledge-based industry ™

In this regard, he said the current government
was planning to approve establishment of 250
vocational training institutes all over the country
on 30% sharing basis with the provinces for skill
development of the youth

“This kind of educational syvstem might be guite
advantageous for emerging nations like Pakistan
Small-scale institutions that can provide quality
training in the form of a diploma can be set up at a
lesser cost than a university, These can be scaled up
in the smaller towns of Pakistan rather than in
expensive large cities. The existing facilities of
schools can be utilized or upgraded for a range of
COurses,”

“In the projects funded by the Public Sector
Development Programme (PSDPF), 20,000 young
engineers will be employed as interns to improve
their skills and employability. The young oraduates
will receive paid on-the-job training I various
fields under the program,” he said

He said. “the Pakistani students are provided
with master's and PhD degrees from top 50 univer-

Scholarships Programme. A total of Rs4. 7 Wllion
has been allocated for the grc&ject. which encour-
ages and prepares talenied students from low-
income families who aspire for higher education
but are unable to apply. for the top universities due
to financial constraints.”

“Pakistan Innovation Fund will also be estab-
lished under the PSDP 2022-23 for which Rs10 bil-
lion has been allocated. The objectives of the proj-
ect is to prepare a framework for an effective inno-
vation policy for the country, including the identi-
fication of factors that lead to positive and effective
innovative regulatory processes,”

“This young ]pupu]ﬁ:iun_ can improve the coun-
try's  industrial productivity., competitiveness,
domestic production, and exports as well as greatly
increase the inflows of overseas remittances il
trained and skilled persons participate in domestic
and international skilled labour markets,” said the
planning and development ministry official.

According to Federal Minister Ahsan lghal,
“Pakistan's progress and survival lie in the devel-
opment of its youth because they represent a large
percentage of our population, so we must expand
these initiatives to equip the young minds with the
modern education and skills, The only way (o turn
our vouth bulge from a Tiability to an assetis to pri-
vatize the state investment in them'’

Pakistan is considered to be the fifth-largest
voung country in the world, and compared with
Yapan, the Umted States, South Korea, and other
developed countries, it 1% a unique advantage of
this countrv. Around 63 percent of Pakistan’s

sities worldwide through the National Top Talent

*Sindh police
officials® arrested
for smuggling
arms in Karachi

KARACHI: Railway
police foiled bid to smug-
ole arms to Karachi from
Peshawar during ‘a raid
and amested ‘two Sandh
police officials

The  railway  police
foiled arms smuggling bid
in Karachi by arresting
two “Sindh police offi-
cials” for allegedly carry-
ing illegal weapons from
Peshawar

The  raiding  team
recovered weapons d-
den in a 5su;i by the
accused. The  suspects
were the officials of the
Sindh  police,  railway
police confirmed

A case was lodged
against the accused and
imlerrogation 15 underway,
taitway police added TNP

Sialkot
airport closed for
international
flights

SIALKOT, The Siatkot
Airport . will  remain
closed for international
flights for 15 days,

As per the notification,
the Sialkot airport will
remain  closed  from
December 5 to December
20 owing o repair work
(511 Il.i!'l'.'\';'l:\-

As a result of the repair
work, all domestic and
internaticnal flights at the
airport from starting from
December 5 to 20, will be
rescheduled. No photo
description available

However, the Lahore
and Islamabad airports
could be used as alterna-
tive girports INP

*India cannot
change Kashmir’s
disputed status
through its
military presence’

ISLAMABAD. Indian
illegally oecupied Jammu
and Kashoir (1IOJK) is
the highest militarized
zone in the world 8= over
| million Indian troops
remain deploved in cities,
towns and villages across
the territory to brutally

suppress  the  Kashmii
peope ——
rutal militarization

has created & humanitan-
an crisis in HOJK as the
temritory is under military
siepe since India illegally
lanided its troops in
Srinagar on 27 October
1947, smd  a  report
released by the KMS on
Sundayv
It said Kashmiris are
engaged in a peaceful
ofitical movement and
ndia cannot change the
disputed  status:  of
Kashmir through its huge
military presence INP

3 INP

qnpulaiiun are youth aged between 13 and

US can't stop Pakistan from
purchasing Russian oil: Dar

PUBATL Finance Mimister Ishag Dar
smid on Sunday that the Unsted States
can not stop Pakistan from purchasing
Russian oif and it will be possible to.do
500 5000

While addressing Pakistan Muslim
League - Nawaz (PML-N)} workers in
Dubai, the finance minister said dunng
his visit to the LS Jast month, he had a
meeting with the officials of the US
State Department in which the matter of
ol purchase from Russiz was discussed

Drar furthered that the US authonties
were informed that they cannot stop
Islamabad  from  buying ol {rom
Moscow as the country's neighbor India
15 alse buving ol from them

ar also said that the ministry will try
to purchase ol from Kussia on similar
terms 4z it has with India

“In the next few months, vou will see
that the povernment will take important
steps in favor of Pakistan in this regard,”

;

OQUETTA:A man busy in puchasing warm coat form a roadside vendor.

added the finance mimster

Dar added that the country has finan-
cial dealings with Saudi Asabia, China,
and the United Arab Emirates (LTAE)

"During the prime mmister’s visil o
Saudi Arabia, meetings were also held
with the Saudi authorties. From these
meetings, you will see that there will be
:’urlher improvement for Pakistan,” said
dar,

[Dar also_said that Saudi Arabia wall
set up a refinery in Grwadar, adding that
this 15 an investment of around 511 or
512 balkion

He lurther said that this project was
started 1n October 20105 that he was in
Favadh at that time and that he had
meetings with high Saudi officials.

“Due to the polincal crisis and change
of povernment in Pakistan, this refinery
could not be established, now it has been
decided to establish the refinery again,”
the finance minister added. Online

PC initiates ‘Pakistan
Outlook 2033’ on future
socio-economic roadmap

ISLAMABAD: Planning
Commission has initiated a comprehen-
sive studv on the future development
scenario building for Pakistan titled
*Pakistan Outlock 2035"

The study will assess long-term chal-
lenges in the light of prevailing eco-
nomic crisis and changing  zlobal
dynamics in key sectors of economy
and: identify policy choices for rapid
socio-gconomic development of the
country

While chairing a meeting of the
Planning. Commission Members in
Islamabad, Minister for Planning and
Development, Ahsan lgbal said the
snld;r- will be launched at the start of
2023,

He said it will act as a prelude to
developing Pakistan's Vision 2033 and
Vision 2047

The Planning Minister emphasized
that Pakistan’s economy requires fun-

damental structural changes and devel-
opment of new export led growth para-
digm.

‘He said this can only be achieved by
following a consistent policy frame-
work forat least a decade.

Ahszan Igbal said the present govern-
ment's ([Opmost prioniy 18 (o lm:'l%
R.I,'I'(_I'I,hl an  econDimic  Lurnat l'I'lIfH.I. A
resume the journey  to
progress

He sard it wall act as a prelude to
developing Pakistan’s Yision 2035 and
Vision. 2047 The Planning Minister
emphasized that Pakistan’s economy
requires  fundamental  structural
changes and development of new
export led growth paradizm He said
this can only be achieved by following
a consisteni pelicy framework for ai
least a decade He said it will act as a
Eseiude o developing Pakistan’s Vision
2035 and Vision 2047 TNP

national

Hefty taxation
squeezes earnings of
corporate sector

ISLAMABAD: The imposition of
hefty tax on corporate earnings has
impacted the balance sheeis of busi-
nesses with many of them running in
losses This was stated by Muhammad
(yasar, the Manager Operations of
Askari Bank Limited, during an inter-
view wilh WealthPK Here are the
details: According to him, the bank
has strong reserve foundation unlike
other banks Moreover, the State
Bank of Pakistan’s measures have
helped insulate the cooperale sector
from the economic stress. The central
bank has also extended loan facilities
to the banks to help them avoid any
financial stress and keep paying (heir
emplovees instead of laying them off

ue to the bark's exposure to for-
eign exchange, there is a risk that the
bank's capital or earnings will Tucto-
ate as a result of fluctuations in
exchange rate

The bank’s treasury wing controls
foreign exchange risk by matching

spot and forward Labilities and assets
in foreign currencies. Value at Risk
(VaR) is determined for the foreign
exchange exposure on a daily basis,
and the foreign exchange exposure is
kept within legal limitations. Through
daily sensitivity analysis, the effect of
a change in the dollar-rupee panty is
also ealeulated,

Askari Bank posted an operating
profit of Rs20.3 billion in 2021,
which was marzinally higher than
Rs19. 7 tillion a vear earlier The
bank’s profit-after-tax stood at Rs9. 7
billion compared to Rs10.8 billion
previously, posting a 10.2% decline
year-on-year manly due to higher
provisions against non-performing
assets. The met provision requirement
increased to Rs4 9 billion as against
Rsl 9 ballion. The earnings per share
(EPS) for 2021 was Rs7.70. com-
pared to Rs8.57 for the previous year.

Inflation affects the banks as the
cost of everything rises, INP




