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Maintaining law and

Slow pace of
development projects

Swati to FIA on two-day | grder responsibility of
physical remand

PTI leader arrested for 'controversial’

tweets against senior military officials again;

TISLAMABAD: A
lecal court in lslamakbad
on Sunday handed over
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
gPT[} Senator  Azam

wati_ to  the Federal
Investigation  Apgency
(FIA) on two-day physi-
cal remand in 3 case relat-
mg  to  C'controversial'
tweels targeling institu-
tions. )

Judicial Magistrate’s
duty judge Wagas Ahmed
Raja heard the case of
Swati, who was arrésted
earlier today, and
announced the reserved
decision on the FIA
request  for phgsmal
remiand Advocates Babar
gﬁlandh and Fat_v::Jl

audhry appear
before the court on behalf
of the former ruling party,
 During the heanng, the
investigation officer
implored the court that
thers are some controver-
sial tweets that led to the
arrest of the senator,
adding that a narrative is
being prepared against
state inshiutions,

He informed the court
that a{Fi_“]ers; hmfgrmatmn
report as been rep-
istF::red ainst the :;%I
leader on this issue,

“He has not denied the
tweet. He has committed
this offense for the sec-
ond time,” the investigat-
ing officer said

Awan stated that the
tweets made do not meet
the provisions of the FIR,
adding that the statement

PEMRA imposes media ban

against semior military
officials. An FIR against
Swati was regsiered by
the cybercrime wing on
MNovember 26, a copy of

He then told the court to
take assurance from the
FIA that of anvthing hap-
pens to Swati in their cus-
tody, they will be respon-

taken by the police has no
legal status.”Swati's
statement of [Section]
164 was not en 10t
consideration, He was

brutally  tortured last  sible“Name of FIA Ipﬂu— which is available with
time, He still hasn't ple present here should be  the Express Tribune,
recoversd from the tor-  put in the order sheet” over ‘controversial’
ture,” he added The PTI added Awan. } tweets made recently
advocate further told the Senator Swati  was allegedly against gov-

court that the effects of
physical and mental tor-
ture on Swati still remain,

ernment  functionaries,
including the chief of the
army stafl’ (COAS). The

taken into custody for
the second time early
Sunday morning after a

adding that this is not the  raid at his farmhouse by report maintained that
rule of law, "it is a mock-  the Federal Investigation the PTI leader started a
ery and the murder of the vher  “highly obnoxious cam-

Agency "(FIA)

law". The lawyer fur- rithe ing paign” of intimidating
thered that there is a Islamabad team for  fweets”  against  stale
threat to the senator’s life.  allegedly tweeting  institutionsWeb Desk
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DCs: CM B

Staff Reporter

QUETTA: Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir Quddus
Bizenjo on Sunday said that maintaining the law and
order situation was the core responsibility of the deputy

commissioners in the province.

The Chief Minister stated that CM's complaint cells
would be established on the district level and these

cells would be linked with the main

the CM Secretanat. “This will ensure timely redressal
nfﬁeﬂples‘ issues”, Mr. Bizenjo stated.
e expressed these views while l:alkmﬁto the deputy

commissioner Awaran  Captain
Mandokhail a1 the CM's Secretariat,

DCs should visit far flung areas instead of sitting in

their offices. CM Bizenjo

_“DCs should ensure visiting all areas and avoid only
sitting in their offices”, Mr. Bizenjo stated. He directed
all deputy commissioners to take all stakeholders on
to ensure durable peace
Awaran briefed the CM
about the nn%?inﬁdwelnpment projects in the distriet.

e DCs to make sure nmely and quality
underway across

board while evolving a strate
in their respective districts.

He urged

completion of all  projects

alo_chistan

&

complaint cell at

(R} Jumadad

Balochistan. He said billions of rupees were allocated
for the communication system to improve the move-
ment of people and address their grievances. .

CM Bizenjo stated that the bureaucracy and political
leaders were making hectic efforts to address the issues
of peaple on priority basis. He stated that all-out efforis
would be made to support the down-trodden class of
society and ensure timely support 1o them,

199790 40 ugua> g3 Sl 41 3l xS S iyl ol
e il ST Jlw5 (g S S Slaw cw ody

Lt (a9 940y Jo- g 1S Gl s il oy ppo Z Y 0l

. ) WS

-

an g3L81 3h S oliwsl

ool 198 (auilig oelas oS <

llailly o VAHFSTAR
bzl PCLID

aelg) ERLADRCATION

sy FROGRANME

Polio campaign to commence in

NEWS DESK:

The Polio campaign is to com-
mence in 203 Union Councils of
Balochistan province today. A total
of & districts will be covered in this
anti-polic campaign. The one-week
anti-polio campaign will be givin

olic virus drops nearly to
illion children under fve years.

Around 4,160 teams are assigned
to. run the campai in  the
province. The teams will be provid-
ed with full proof of security by
Balochistan Levies Force, Police,
and Frontier Corps. ]

Poliovirus can_target those chil-
dren who are depnived of polio
drops. Mo Polio Case Reported in

during the campaign to prevent
polio and to give the polio vageine
to their children, Syed Zahid Shah,
the Chief of the Emergency

O%mtion Cell said.
Mear ni:g Ith![mn Children to be
given polio i
Around ??%:%?]Q children under
five years r.:rfagc will be given polio
vaccimations. Syed Zaid Shah smd
that no case of polio has been
re in Balochistan  since
January 2021, and there is no
liovires in the environment of
ochistan since April 2021, The
presence of poliovirus in the dis-

203 UCs of Balochistan Today

- e TR ,

Balochistan since DZ I
lio has been report-

Mo case of §
ed in Balochistan singe January
2021. The presence of the polio

virus in the districts of other
provinces of the country and in

Afghanistan is a big threat to the tricts of other ?mvi!_']ces of the
children of Balochistan province, country and in Afghanistan is a big
All parents are requested to fully  threat to the children of Balochistan

cooperate with the polic workers  province,

Slow pace of development
projects in Quetta

Syed Al Shah Analysis

The pace of the development
rojects currently underway in
égeﬂa is slow. Vanous suburbs of
this provincial capital paints a
bleak picture when it comes to
development projects and the avail-
ability of basic Tacilities including
walter, education, health, road net-
work, and sanifation

Billions are pumped by the fed-
eral and provincial governments to
brng this city at par with other
developed parts of the country, but
with no tangible results, For
instance, the dualization of the
Sabzal Road, Sariab Road is yet to
be completed in spite of passing

three years.

Sabzal Road is yet to be con-
structed

Former Chief Minister
Balochistan, Jam Kamal Khan

inaugurated a portion of the Sabzal
Road, which ‘was really a good

ernance in Balochistan,

Action should match the direc-
tives of the high-ups )

Sariab Road and other ongoing
development projects are also
underway at a slow pace. Chief
Secretary Balochistan, Abdul Aziz
Ugaili visited various development
schemes the other day and directed
the concerned departments 1o
ensure limely completion, Action
should match the directives of the
high-ups. People are fed up with

S gt AL
addition to the development and
beauty of Quetta. However, a major
portion of Sabzal Road is yet to be
completed. Dirty water on the sur-
face of the road and piles of
%rbaue made peoples’ lives miser-

le. Residents of the area have
made repeated appeals for immedi-
ate construction of the road. Chief
Minister Mir Quddus Bizenjo has
also visited the road and directed an
early construction. Despite this all,
the road is yvet to be constructed.
This actually exposes the bad gov-

the ongoing slow-paced projects,
which compound their problems.
The provincial government should
also share the volume of funds
being spent on wvarious dqvelr?'}-
ment projects in (%uena with the
media and people. This  will
improve transparency and account-
ability. A viable master plan needs
to be evolved to address the city's
problems including an influx of
people, new settlements, traffic,
water, education and health prob-
lems,

Nawab Aslam Raisani
to join JUI F on December

Staflf Reporter
QUETTA: Former Chief
Minister Balochistan, Nawab

Muhammad Aslam Raisani will
formally join the Jamiat ul Ulema
e Islam (F) on December Tth at
the Sarawan House. This was
revealed by the leader of JUL F
and Tormer provincial minister,
Haji Ainullah Shams while talk-
ing to the Daily Quetta Voice on
Saturday.

7 in Quetta

Mr. Shams informed that the
JUI Chief Maulana Fazal ur
Fehman would armive in Quetta
in December and the formal
announcement would be made at
4 pm at the Sarawan House

Mawab Raisami remamned the
M of Balochistan during the
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPF) led
govermmment 1 the province and
[slamabad. Mawab Raisam also
remained the fnance minister of
Balochistan and 15 considered 1o
be a senior politician.

2 killed one injured in a traffic
accident in Wadh Balochistan

From Our Correspondent

At least two people were
killed and one injured in a
traffic accident in Wadh
Tehsil of Balochistan on
Sunday. Levies sources
said a vehicle turned turtle
in Wadh tehsil of
Balochistan. Two people
were killed on the spot
whereas one person sus-
tained injuries.

The injured person was
evacuated by the medical
emergency response team.
Levies personnel reached
the spot as an investigation

into the incident went
underway. Initial investiga-

tion suggests, the driver

wias overspeeding and lost
control of the wvehicle,
which turned turtle.
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EDITORIAL
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Disturing scenes of
flood affectees In
Naseerabad Balochistan

Long gueunes of flood-affected people in general and women in particular

aroun

Floods wreak
Naseerabad

trucks carrying rehief goods
scenes of affectees trying io 0
Balochistan’s MNaseerabad and Jaffarabad districts. .

aked havoc m 26 districts of Balochistan and especially the
division was the worst hit area. Why do crowds suddenly path-

N every sang on. Disturbin
et reﬁglf gocgg hav Eger:l witnessed 'rﬁ

er around trucks and aid workers carrying relief goods? The answer 15 sim-
ple, the povernment and donors’™ supply of relief goods doesn't meet the

growin

mands in flood-hit areas.

Ower halt a million homeless in Naseerabad Division

For instance, tloo

left over hal

a million people homeless in

Naseerabad, Jaffarabad, Sohbat Pur. Jhal Magsi and Kachi. Nevertheless, the
United Nations (UN} aid agencies, international non-governmental organiza-
tions (INGOs), and governments provide commodifies for a few thousand

eople.
¢ "ﬂ?lis has also compounded the problems of local implementing partners
engaeed in the distribution of reliet foods provided by the UN agencies, gov-
ernments and INGOs. Yes, there has to be a strong mechanism of transparen-
cy for the local implementing pariners (IPs) when it comes to the distribu-

tiom of relief items,
This

daily continues to receive complaints from flood-hit people in the
Naseerabad division about the lack of basic facilities in the makeshift

CAmps.

Floods destroyed the homes constructed in decades, schools, health units and

swept

Balochistan needs a long-tenn response.
The reconstruction process would definitel

Balochistan government should take the lead

in the reconstruction

away roads and affected the communication system.

take more time. The
TOCCES

and the rehabilitation of the affectees. However, the UN agencies and INGOs
should also tpump.rrh::ﬁ'na resources since the aid should not be short-term but

rather long-

is process of long queues and humiliation should
locals of the areas and local organizations should
while ﬁ‘anmaﬁqan}- reconstruction policy
agencies, and INGOs should not a

community,

To be

erm till complete rehabilitanon of the affectees,

be ended and the

be taken into confidence
recise, the international

don the flood-hit peo-

ple of Balochistan since they need long-term support.

Facing future tloods safely

Pakistan’s floods of
2022 were the latest, and
most damaging vet, addi-
tion to the [ong history of
floods in the country. As
the muddy waters slowly

recede, the need for
speeding up action to face
ture floods stands clear.

Floods have been the
maost frequent natural dis-
aster in Pakistan. Yet,
decisions for land-use
and habitation do not
reflect this reality. The
rising intensity of floods
has been concurrent with
an increasing population
in the flood plains of the
Indus river. If is this con-
fluence of water and peo-
ple in floodplains that
creates the tragedy of lost
lives and property. The
flood of 2022 has led to
reported losses of over
1700 lives, affected 33
million  people, and
incurred damages of over
$40 illion (amounting to
11.5%0 of the 202 | nation-
al GDP). The flood of
20190 led to a loss of over
1200 lives, loss of homes
for over 14 million peo-

le, and damages of over
543 hillion. The flood of
1992 led 1o a loss of 2000
lives, affected more than
9.3 million people and
incurred damages of over
1 billion dollars. This list
continues on. Each was
declared the worst flood
in  Pakistan’s  history,
Each was unprecedentéd
at its time of occurrence.
There is precedent for
unprecedented floods in
the country.

It is time to focus on
setting a different kind of
precedent — one with a
clear focus on elevating
the safety of people in
rural, flood prone areas,
and elevating the well-
being of farmers who
bear the most losses

The prevailing mindset
of flood management has
to uhungc In the past,
money fas been poured
in building levees and
flood protection infra-
structure, and then again
on re-building higher and

reinforcing  more  the
structures Lo “fight™ the
next food afier each

cyele of levee breaches,
infrastructure failure, and
devastation of lives and
properties. Gilbert White,
a prominent 20th century
gepgrapher, noted this
adverse cycle, and advo-
cated for including the
role of humans in dam-
agtrf:& resulting from natu-
ral disasters. He warned
about the trap of building
levees, followed by even-
tual breaching and flood-
ing, and then rebuilding
again, with increasing
level of damages in eac

flooding episode. The so-
called  “levee effect”,
empirically observed in
several river  basins
around the world, points
to the paradox where
building  higher levees
has led io increasing lev-
els of flood damages
This is due to flood pro-
tegtion infrastructure crci_
ating a perception o

ﬂoﬂﬁ se:c:u%t_v, leading to

relaxation of rules for
land-use and construction
over time, and increasing
density of habitation,
This results in greater
exposure of lives and
properties to floods. It is
time to see and stop this
cycle. This can be done if
policymakers and people
recognise  the role of
human decisions in con-
tributing to the disaster,
When we recognise
responsibility for  our
aclons, we gain agency
for change.

What are the changes
needed? First, a concep-
non of flood security as
the emergent outcome
arising from interactions
of people with their envi-
ronment. These interac-
tions are governed by
phgs_u:all laws of nature
and institutions (policie
rules and norms) devis
by humans There is a
need to structure these
interactions in particular
ways in order to be able
to steer emergent level of
flood security towards a
desirable state.

Second, a systems

proach for addressing
the complex challenge s
needed,  Establishing a
‘goal-seeking”  system
structure to attain desired
targets of flood safety is
important, It entails set-
ting clear and shared
goals, having sensors for
measuring ﬂw state of
flood security, having
accurate and timely com-
munication of thal infor-
mation to relevant actors,

having a process that
assesses the situation
{condition) based on the
information, and havin

decision-makers  wit

necessary authority that
take corrective action. If
all of these elements are
linked appropriately, to
produce a Feedback Struc-
ture at district, provincial
and federal levels and
function with necessary
speed and resources, then
level of flood security can
rise.

Presently, agencies and
organisations exist that
monitor _and  forecast
weather, forecast floods,
conduct  disaster _ risk
management and aid in
disaster Tesponse.
However, shared goals of
flood safety are absent
Additionally, components
that produce information
at local levels at required
times are absent or inade-
quate, Additionally, com-
ponents that have the
authority and resources to
take corrective action are
lacking. These deficien-
cies can be addressed
Gioals and targets for
Nood salety can be insti-
tuted and “adopted from
federal to district levels.
Mecessary links that con-
nect exisling agencies can
be established. Sensing
and monitoring, such as
through ericdically
updated flood-risk maps,
can be generated at tehsil
and building lot-level
These can be shared with
the public {to inform
property owners and resi-

Dr Afreen Siddigi

dents of their flood risks)
as well as to inform pub-
hic officials in land-use
planning. Local evacua-
tion plans for people and
movezble assets (such as
livestock) in rural areas
can be put in place, and
early warning systems
can be installed.
Community  education
programmes that raise
awareness about safety
and evacuation proce-
dures can be conducted.
Actions for efficient
drainage and storm water
assage can be taken,
Flood” resilient designs
and construction, and aid
for households to live in
lower risk areas can be
provided. Financial solu-
fions, such as funds in
which land owners con-
tribute towards flood loss
compensation when
needed, can be creaied,
Such literal ‘rainy-day
funds’ can be drawn up at
time of need Overall, reg-
ular processes for shor-
term and long-term flood
risk assessment and cor-
rective actions can affect
flood security in positive
ways, These actions are
ol as costly as some may
think. High resolution,
frequently updated, land
imagery from  earth-
observing satellites has
been available for free for
more than a decade.
MNational agencies and
universities within
Pakistan have capacity
for geospatial data analy-
sis and flood risk map-
ping.

- Long denied and then
ignored, climate change
15 now taking a toll in
Pakistan as the country
sits at high risk of bein
run out of water an
braces for intense and
unprecedented weather
patterns. )
Pakistan is breaking
its own records of being
one of the worst-hit
countries by climate
change, almost every
ear,. According to the
lobal Climate Risk
Index, Pakistan ranked
eighth most wvulnerable
country in the world. In
May, the UN enlisted
Pakistan among the top
23 countries facing
drought  emergencies
over the past two years.
Between 1998 and 2018,
the country is estimated
to have " lost nearly
10.000 hves to climate-
related disasters and suf-
fered losses amounting
to about $4 billion from
152 extreme weather
events ]
Analysts have estimat-
ed Pakistan’s climate
migranis over the past
decade at around 30 mil-
lion  people. Severe
weather patterns coupled
with lack of readiness
are not onl pndan%cnn,g
lives of millions of resi-
dents but also leading to
food insecurity —and
dwindling economie out-

ook

Although heatwaves
had started impacting
the country For the last
many years, this year’s
premature heatwave has
made ripples, forcing
millions to readjust or
reduce their daily work-
load or life pattern. The
unprecedented and

Climate challenge

intense heatwave that
began in as early as
April also sent shock-
waves to the country’s
economic outlook, espe-
cially to Punjab. The
province produces more
than 50 per cent of the
total wheat of the coun-
try, but the premature
heat resulted in early
harvesting that led to
missing production tar-
gets. .

Punjab witnessed an
unprecedented and pre-
mature rise in tempera-
ture 'ua?'mg from 41
degrees C to 47 degrees

in different parts,
shaving off the spring
season completely this
year. It is not that 47
degrees C in the country
is an abnormal tempera-
ture; the problem is that
wheat and other crops
need certain tempera-
tures at a certain time for
their  growth. The
extreme heat episode in
March and April led 1o a
sigmificant reduction in
the per acre yield from
over 40 munds to 28
munds. In May, the fed-
eral government decided
to wmport three million
tons of wheat from the
international. market to
meet domestic needs.

This  year's intense
and blistering heatwave
didn’t spare mango pro-
duction either, as the
country faced nearly a
50 per cent drop in
Mango production.
Punjab alone, which pro-
duces 70 per cent of the
total mangoes, faced a
60 per cent drop in
mango production  dur-
ing the 2022 season. The
ideal temperature for
good  flowering  of

mango must be 13
degrees C to 30 degrees
C, but this year the tem-
ratures in those days
overed
degrees C,
(ear-on-year {empera-
ture increases have
brought plague after
plague in rural and urban
areas. In 2020, Pumjab
faced the most devastat-
ing locust infestation in
nearly 30 wears, which
affecied 13 per cent of
the area of the province.
Experts believe that the
rising temperature of the
Indian Ccean is one of
the main reasons for the
invasion of locusts in the
South Asian region.

Also, increasing tem-
perature is one of sever-
al reasons for deadly air
pollution in the country
According to experts,
rising temperature 1s
intricately linked with
the  climate  crisis
because warmer temper-
atures create an environ-
ment tor smog formation
and can lead the air to
stagnate preventing
dirty air from leaving an
area. Air pollution thus
exacerbates  existing
inequalities and paves
the way for human rights
violations, _

Defe_rmratm% air pol-
lution is also Teading to
indirect costs such as
lower labour supply and
productivity, migration
of skilled labour, and
volatility in the financial
sector,

Rising temperatures
are not an exclusive or
sole reason for low yield
of  several crni:s i
Pakistan, but prolonged
droughts and below-nor-
mal rains have their part

around ]

to play as well. Despite
having one of the
world’s largest imgation
systems. water channels
across  Pakistan  con-
fronted acute water
shortages due to less or
below-normal  rainfall
from February through
June of this year Water
TESETVOITS remajned
urfilled or partially
filled leading to hamper-
iNg economic activities.

efore the recent rains
bFQLégh'l relief for the
residents of Cholistan,
Thal and other desert
areas of the country, |ife
was upturned, forcin
hundreds and thousands
of pmﬁ!g to  migrate
with their cattle 1o
greener pastures  and
urban centres in desper-
ate search for water,
Although all provinces
confronted acute water
shortages as of late June
Sindh faced the worst of
it with a record 40 per
cenl shortage,

The Indus  River
System Authont
(TRSA)} expected a li

er cent waler shorlage
or the Khanf season,
but 1t turmed out even

worse with a  water
shortage of 3% per cenl
Prolonged — drought

eventually ended with
the beginning of the
monsoon season in July,
but heavy rains made
things look even worse.
Flash floods caused by
abnormally heavy mon-
soon rains have killed
over 350 people so far,
with Balochistan among
the hardest hit.
According 1o the
National Dhsaster
Management Authonty
(NDMA), July turne

By Dr A Tanvi

out to be the wettest
month since 1961, with
181 per cent more rain
than average
Balochistan  received
450 per cent and Sindh
308 per cent more rain
than the annual average,
the disaster agency sand.
Unusual and torrential
rainfall  in Karachi
caused havoe, forcing
residents to stay at home
during weekdays. The
provincial government
also anpounced a day off
to cope with the heavy
rainfall challenge
During the second spell
of monsoon rains, the
city received more than
an’  entire sumimer’s
worth of rain in one day
Over 50 casualties have
been reported in Sindh.
Successive  govern-
ments, on their part,
avowed to mitigate cli-
mate challenges and
keep the issue as one of
the top Ermmles But lit-
tle has been done in this
regard due to lack of
funding, attention and
will power,
- This year's devastat-
ing floods have inflicted
immense damage to the
infrastructure _af
Balochistan and Sindh
It will take the govern-
ment years to rebuild
resilient infrastructure
since it is barely surviv-
ing a default-like situa-
tion currently. Lack of
awareness among people
and the absence of sus-
tainable policies are
some other factors that
will keep Pakistan’s
ﬂ]ght against the looming
climate change chal-
lénge unaddressed at
least in the foreseeable
future.

Climate affairs

cientists
have long
clamored that
human activity
on  Earth has
_ led o the
calamitous weather
changes we are witness-
ing foday. The United
N at'i on s '
Intergovernmental Panel
on  Climate  Change
IPCCY has confirmed
that climate change
makes heatwaves hotter
and more  freguent
According to the
research, greenhouse gas
emissions have heafed
the ﬁnlanel by an estimat-
ed 1.2 degrees Celsius
(2.16 degrees Fahrenheit)
over the last two cen-
turies. ]

The Nature journal
published an article this
month detailing what its
authors say is proof that
heatwaves in  Europe
have pncreased three-lo-
four times faster than in
other northemn  mid-lati-
tude areas such as the
United States. The reason
for this, according to the
article, is due to the fast
west-to-east air stream,
of atmospheric circula-
tion, which s carrying
hot air across the north-
ern atmosphers

Most scientists appear
to agree that tempera-
tures will continue to rise
unless humans cease
adding greenhouse gases
to  the atmosphere
Without a drastic change
in the way mankind con-
ducts its business, heat-
waves are predicted to
worsen. Tackling climate
change should be a top
prior rﬁfﬂr EVEry COUntry
today Heatwaves  that
oceurred  once  every
decade are now happen-

ing at three times that
rate. The 2015 Paris
Agreement  and  last
year s Glasgow  climate
conference were intended
to bring the issue to glob-
al attention and generate
movement on the ground.
But current climate poli-
cies are not sufficient to
avoid  the  dangerous
effects of global warm-
ing. More must be done.
foday, wildfires are
raging in Spain, France,
Greece, Portugal,
Morocco and [taly. Owver
one thousand people
have died so far and
many thousands more
have been evacuated
from their homes out of
concern for their safety.
Climate change plays a
significant role in the
cause of wildfires since it
increases the hot and dry
tinderbox conditions that
help fires start and then
spread quickly. Less pre-
cipitation means dry land
and wvegetation.  This
means that when a fire
starts, it burns faster and
more intensely. Hot and
dry conditions are a per-
fect recipe for a massive
inferna o
However, 11 15 impor-
tant to note that not every
fire 15 caused by climate
change. Forest manage-
ment programs, which
deal with how forests are
maintained specifically
to prevent massive infer-
nos, are oflen insuifi-
cient, In addition, it is
often careless ;_:Ilmplt:
who ignite fires through
arson or mmp!g by barbe-
n

cuing Human fire starters
aside, they don’t cause
the actual heatwave.
Individuals are not

responsible necessaril
but since mankind 15 col-

lectively composed of
individuals, it does fall
on each and every one of
us to take steps to mini-
mize our carbon foot-
print. There is a reason
whif_ famed reality star
Kylie  Jenner = was
slammed on social media
for posting a photo of her
grwatr: jet parked next to

oyfriend Travis Scotl’s
plane,  asking  “You
wanna  take mine or

yours?" And she was
slammed again for taking
her jet in the end for what
turned out to be a paltry
12-minute flight.

Heatwaves that
occurred  onge  every
decade are now happen-
ing at three times that
rate. The 2015 Pars
Agreement and  last
vear's Glasgow climate
conference were intended
to bring the issue to glob-
al attention and generate
maovement on the ground,
But current climate poli-
cies are not sufficient to
avoid  the dangerous
effects of global warm-
ing. More must be done.

‘oday, wildfires are
raging in Spain, France,
Greece, Portugal,
Morocco and Ttaly, Over
one  thousand people
have died so far and
many thousands more
have been evacuated
from their homes out of
concern for their safety.
Climate ci‘langie plays ‘a
significant_role in" the
cause of wildfires since it
increases the hot and dry
tinderbox conditions that
help fires start and then
spread quickly. Less Ipre-
cipitation means dry land
and wvegetation.  This
means that when a fire
starts, it burns faster and
maore intensely

Global energy

Mot since World War
11 has the threat to glob-
al energy security been
as severe as it is foday,

Russia’s brutal inva-
sion of Ukraine and the
consequent geo-eco-
nomic war between the
Kremlin and the West
disrupted global gas
markets at 4 scale
unprecedented in recent
history. The Kremlin's
use of its power over
energy markets as lever-
age — and Europe's
efforts to wean itself off
of Russian natural gas
and avoid a massive
shortage this winter -
are [riggering  price
hikes and reroutin
flows around the worl

Mo one is left unaf-
fected, even those who
lhcughl they had pre-
pared for every eventu-
ality. For example,
Pakistan, which had
secured several long-
term natural gas import
CONEracts 1o increase ils
energy  security  in
recent years, has seen
partmers break those
deals to send their gas to
new clients offering to
Ea}' more. The coffers of

oth the developed and
developing world are
b e i n B
drained Meanwhile, the
Kremlin is using the
global energy consis it
created to sustain its
economy in the face of
severe international
sanctions, Moreover, il
is weaponising Europe’s
dependency on Russian
natural \,'Eras to try and
break Western resist-
ance to its ambitions in
Ukraine Earlier  this
week, Moscow tried to
tighten its squeeze on

Europe further, saving it
plans to reduce gas sup-
nlies through the Nord
tream 1 ‘pipeline to
Germany 1o just 20 per-
cent  capacity. In
response. European
Union energy ministers
swiftly announced an
agreement for the bloc's
members to gut  gas
usage by 15 percent this
winter. This  was  an
attempt by Europe to
show it would not give
in to Russian pressure
and abandon Ukraine in
order to fill up its gas
reserves. Such conflict-
driven demand reduc-
tion, however, means
that an already likely
recession is now all but
%uaranteed. Following
iazprom's latest cuts,
aﬂathts already predict
the EUT will not be able
to reach its own target
of refilling gas storage
to 80 percent capacity
Itty winter. Now that
“urope made it clear
that 1t is finally — and
perhaps much belatedly
— ready to take the steps
to cut its need for
Russian gas at any cost,
the Kremlin will do
everything 1t can to
inflict maximum pain
on Europe in the short
term, while the depend-
ENCY remains

A recent German poll
found  that -at the
moment, 38 percent of
the population is sup-
porting _sanctions
againsi Russia despite
potential negative
impacts for Germany.
Russian President
Viadimir Putin is work-
ing to bring that number
down — down to the
point that it becomes

untenable for
Germany's leaders to
push for policies to sup-
port Ukraine and help
the West win its con-
fromtation with Russia.
The waining of public
support for the sanc-
tions regime in the face
of economic difficulties
is an equally significant
risk for other European
governments.

Europe's leaders are
now facing the her-
culean task of simulta-
neously helping their
industries survive on a
reduced energy supply,
supporting  {fkraine’s
war effort and maintain-
ing public support for
the sanctions regime
amid a cost-of-living
crisis Isarge!{' manufac-
tured by Russia that
seems to have no real
end in sight.

Energy is perhaps the

most  consequential
front in the nnﬁmng
BO-ECONOMic attle

etween Russia and the

West, and thus Europe
needs to strengthen 1ts
hand there first.

After moving to
address the demand side
of the equation, now it
needs to address the
supply side of the prob-
lem to be able to shore
up its economy to the
furthest extent Eqmbie,
and insulate public sup-
port for Kyiv and the
sanctions regime
against Russia, .

There are some obvi-
ous steps that European

overnments can take —
ut have been reluctant
to in fear of domestic
backlash — 1o resolve
the supply 1ssue swiftly.
The Metherlands, for

security

example, can pump bil-
lions of cubic metres of
extra natural @as across
Europe by increasing
roduction  at _ the
Toningen Igas field.
BE‘;}-‘I'_dE:rIJ‘lF Y., howev-
er. it is still planning to
take the entire operation
offlineg next year over
the nisk of minor earth-
guakes in the surround-
ing area and some push-
back from environmen-
talists. Germany can
also increase its future
capacity to supply ener-
gy simply by extending
the lifespan of its
nuclear power plants
that are meant to come
offline at the end of the
year. The governing
coalition said it is now
considering this option,
but the Greens — includ-
ing Foreign  Minister
Annalena Baerbock —
continue to resist the
move. The party's
stance on this issue is
somewhat understand-
able —  after all,
Germany’s Green Party
was in large part borne
out of Germany’'s Cold
War-era  anti-nuclear
mao v e men t .
Nevertheless, by block-
ing a relatively straight-
forward and low-risk
solution to a major
problem_ facing _the
pation, it risks failing
the test of being a
responsible government
Fanner at a time of war,
ess than a vear after ils
best-ever election
result Beyond increas-
ing their own produc-

tion capacity by any
means possible,
European nations

should of course also
work on forming new

By Maximilian Hess
partnerships with sup-
pliers  outside  their
region. The global gas
crisis and its impacts are
by no means limited to
Europe. It is therefore
imperative that Europe
seeks to bring together
the international com-
munity to  coordinate
global supply,

When the world last
faced such a major ener-

crisis, the Allies had
significant control over
the world’s oil supplies.
British Petroleum and
its predecessors, and the
forefathers of the mod-
ern Uinited States energy
majors, controlled maost
of the Middle East’s
petroleum at the dawn
of World War I Britain

established the
Petroleum Warfare
Department and  the
Petroleum  Board —

which brought together
all allied energy firms,
including UUS ones even
before Pearl Harbor
brought the US into the
conflict directly — to
coordinate supplies for
the war Today, owner-
ship of global energy
supplies 15 far more
diversified. And while
the UUS has pledged to
use its role as a ligue-
fied natural gzas (LNG)
exporter 10 support
Europe, a fire this June
at its flagship liguefica-
tion plant in Freeport,
Texas has seen export
capacity fall by some 17
percent. Thus address-
ing global zas shortages
will require a coming
together of key public
and private players from
across the world to
develop a strategy for
this winter.

Inequality and
hunger

eginning on
Ma:? 24,g the
W oo r | d
Econoemic
Forum 15 gath-
) erimng m Davos,
Switzerland for an in-per-
s0n  meeting, discussins
the global tax system an
financial inelusion,
Thanks to protests and
new research, however,
participants will not be
able to avoid the elephant
in the room: the surging
imequality of wealth dur-
ing the pandermic
As the Institute for
Policy Studies (IPS) and
Inequality.org have docu-
mented over the last two
years of a global pandem-
ic, billionaire assets have
surged while millions lost
their lives and livelihoods,
A new report from
Oifam dramatizes how
hundreds of millions of
Empte around the world
ave slid further into
poverty during this time
period. In a detailed
examination of the food
and agriculture industry,
Orcfam found that billion-
aires in that industry saw
their wealth increase by
SJ-EiE= billion during the
andemic. An emergency
\pb.-indi'all tax a:rgrheﬁ'
wealth increase alone (to

say nothing of their pre-
pandemic billions) could
end world hunger and

double the incomes of 545
million small-scale farm-
eI

In January, an analysis
by the Fight Ineguality
Alliance, Institute for
Policy Studies, Oxfam,
and the Patriotic
Millionaires found that an
annual wealth tax starting
at just 2 percent for those

with more than 5 million,
3 percent for those with
over 530 million, and up
to 5 percent for billion-
aires.  could  penerate
upwards of $2.52 tnllion a
year That's enough to hift
2.3 billion people out of
poverty, fund vaccines for
everyone in the world, and
deliver umiversal health-
care and social protections
for all the citizens of low-
and lower-middle-income
countries.,

A group of owver 150
millionaires released a2
strong statement calling
on Davos attendees to face
the dangers of runaway
wealth  inequality and
speak out in favor of
national efforts to levy
progréssive income and
wealth taxes on the ultra-
wealthy. “The truth is that
‘Davos’ doesn’t deservi
the world's trust right
now,” the statement reads,
“For all the countless
hours spent miking about
making the world a better
place, the conference has
produced little fangible
value amidst a torrent of
self-congratulations.”

“Linti participants
acknowledge the simple,
effective solution staring
them in the face — taxing
the rich - the people of the
world will continue to zee
their so-called dedication
to fixing the world's prob-
lems as hittle more than a
performance.”

The letter is signed by
actor and activist Mark
Ruffalo, as well as sup-

orters of the In Tax We
rust movement including
.-“I.b]%ﬂll Disney, MhMorris
Pearl, and Nick Hanauer,
These millionaires deliv-
ered the In Tax We Trust

‘aires

letter directly to the World
Economic Forfum offices
in MNew York and Geneva,
and attended pro-taxation
demonstrations at the out-
skirts of the elite com-
pound in Davos itself
Az the Institute for
Policy Studies (IPS) and
Inequality.ore have docu-
mented over the last two
vears of a global pandem-
ic, billionaire assets have
surged while millions lost
their fives and livelihoods,
A npew report from
Omfam dramatizes how
hundreds of mullions of
ple around the world
ave slid further into
poverty during this time
period. In a detailed
examination of the food
and agriculture industry,
Oxfam found that billion-
aires in that industry saw
their wealth increase by
£382 billion during the
pandemic. An emergency
windfall tax on their
wiealth mcrease alone (to
say nothing of their pre-
pandemic Mllions) could
end world hunger and
double the incomes of 545
million small-scale farm-
€rs,
In January, an analysis
by the Fight Inequality
Alliance, Institute for
Policy Studies, Oxfam,
and the Patriotic
Millionaires found that an
annual wealth tax starting
at just 2 percent for those
with more than $5 nallion,
3 percent for those with
over 530 million, and up
to 5 percent for billion-
could  generale
upwards of $2.52 trillion a
ear, That's enough to hift
3 billion people out of
poverty, fund vaccines for
everyone in the world.




Murad Saeed raises

questions regarding
Arshad Sharif’s murder

PESHAWAR: Former

federal minister and
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insafl’
(FTI) leader Murad

Saeed has raised 1mpor-
tant guestions regarding
the killing of senior jour-
nalist Arshad Sharil in
Kenya.

“On whose directives,
cases were registered
against Arshad Shanf?
Who was threatening
him? Who forced him to
leave  United  Arab
Emirates (UAE)? Which
important personalities
visited UAE between

August 10 and 2077 the
PTI leader asked while
addressing a press con-
ference in Peshawar.
Murad Saeed noted
that it was being reported
that Arshad Sharif’s lap-
top was in his possession

and the Federal
Investigation  Agency
(FIAY had summoned

him in this regard, “MNo
progress was made in the
immvestigation in the past
one month,” he alleged.

“The investigation
committee — which visit-
ed Kenya 1o probe

Arshad Shanf’s killing —
should have recovered
the things,” he said, lam-
basting the committes
for its “responsibility’
and ‘traveling on public
tax money’

*Arshad Sharif’s
mother wrged Chief
Justice of Pakistan (CJF)
to constitute a judicial
commission, Even the
journalist, during his life,
urged for a commission
to investigate the cases
registered against him
but no action was taken,”
he added INP

Pakistan expresses
concern over BJP
leadership's involvement in
2002 Gujarat riots

ISLAMABAD:
Pakistan expressed
grave concern over the
confirmation of the BIP
leadership’s  direct
involvement in - anti-
Muslim violence during
the horrific Gujarat riots
of 2002 that fed to the
killing of over two thou-
sand Mushims,

Pakistan also urged
India to immediately
constitute an independ-
ent commission of
inquiry 1o bring the cul-

rits of the horrific

odhra incident, as well
as the Gujarat riots, to
justice.

"The recent statement
by the former Chief
Minister of Gujarat,
Shankersinh "l.-“u;h::lﬁ,
has confirmed
Pakistan’s long-standing
assertion that the BIP
led government under
the incumbent Prime
Minister — who was the
Chief  Minister  of
Gujarat at the time of
anti-Muslim nots in
Godhra — was directly
responsible for foment-
g violence and mas-
sacre of Muslims.,® the
Foreign Office

Spokesperson said in a
press release

o, 1
KARACHI: A girl is busy

This has been further
corroborated indirectly
by the Indian Home
Minister, who recently
claimed  that  those
responsible for Gujarat
riots had been "taught a
lesson" and “permanent
eace” had been estab-
ished in Gujarat by the
BIP's decisive actions

Pakistan also stressed
upon upon the interna-
tional community, par-
ticularly human rights
activists and defenders
to take serious note of
the aggravating situation
of Islamophobia in
[ndia; and called on
Indian government to
ensure that the rights of
minorities  in  India,
especially Muslims,
were safeguarded and
their lives protected, it
was added,

The spokesperson
said, "It is most
deplorable  that  the

crimes against humani-
ty, targeting Muslims,
were perpetrated solely
for BIE'S olitical gains.
Regrettably, the BIP
ohce again seeks to cash
in on its divisive poli-
cies two decades after
the Gujarat tragedy."
Under Bﬁ-"

in buying

Festival at Frere Hall in Provincial Capital.

FPCL signs MoU with
SECMC for utilizing

ISLAMABAD: The
FFBL Power Co. Lid.
(FPCL) signed a
Memorandum af
Understandin with

Sindh Engro Coal Mining
Company (SECMC) for
the use of Thar coal in the
company's power plant in
Karachi.

According to Gwadar
Pro, it was stated by the
WO COmpanies in sepa-
rate statemerts.

In Karachi, FPCL oper-
ates a 118-megawalt coal-
fired power planl next 1o
the Fauji Fertilizer Bin
Qasim  Lid. (FFBL)
Fertilizer Complex.

The Moll is a signifi-
cant step forward in har-
nessing indigenous
resources 1o achieve bet-
ter energy prices while
reducing the burden on
foreign exchange,
according 1o FPCL.

This reflects the com-
pany's commitment Lo

economic . development
and strengthening  the
national economy
through reduced reliance
on imported energy,

The FPCL power plant
provides up o 60 MWs
of  electricity 1o K-
Electric, the company is
in charge of supplying
electricity  to. Karach
According to the compa-
ny's wehsite, the remain-
ing electricity is supji'r_l':ed

1zer

to the FFBL Fert
complex.
SECMC operates

Pakistan's first open-pit
lignite coal mine in the
Thar desert, with an
annual capacity of 7.6
million tons. The compa-
ny is a collaboraton
between the Sindh gov-
ernment, Engro Group
and its  pariners, and
China Machinery
Engineering Corp
(CMEC) under China-
Pakistan Economic

ks on a stall during Adab

India’s treatment of its

minorities, especially
Indian Muslims, had
been discriminatory,

degrading, and full of
hate and violence

In June this vear, the
Supreme Court of India
handed a clean chit to
the  current Prime
Minister, the then CM of
Gujarat, for his role in
the 2002 Gujarat riots,

The Supreme Court
shut down as many as 11
etitions, including one
iled by the National
Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) of
India, seeking an inde-
pendent probe into the
2002 Gujarat riots cases,

"It 15 an undeniable
fact that India’s incum-
bent Pime Minister had
been banned from enter-
ing countries such as the
Uinited States till 2014,
because of his abysmal
human rights record as
Chiel Minister of the

Gujarat  state,"  the
spokesperson said.
Sadly, the entire

Indian legal and admin-
istrative machinery was
blindly pursuing the
Hindutva-driven agenda
of the mling BIP-RSS
nexus [INP

'Y l .:IZ

Thar coal

Cornidor (CPEC) initia-
Lve.

SECMC currently sup-
plies coal to four mine-
mouth power plants with
a combined capacity of
1,320 MW.The Molf is a
significant step forward
i hamessing indigenous
resources o achieve bet-
ter ehergy prices while
reducing the burden on
foreign exchange,
according to FPCL.

This reflects the com-
pany's commitment to
economic  developmént
and strengthening  the
national ECONOMY
through reduced reliance
on imported energy.

The FPCL power plant
provides up to 60 MWs
of electricity  to K-
Electric, the company is
in charge of supplying
electricity 1o karach
According 1o the compa-
ny's website, the remain-
i electocity INP

MUZAFFRABAD: Chief Electiun-_ E.‘u'mmissiuner retired Justice Abdul Rashid

NATIONAL .o

Sulehria visiting in a polling station during local body election in the city.

PML-N, allies consult to
save Punjab Assembly
from dissolution

LAHORE: The Palustan
Muslim League-Nawaz  and
allies have consulted to save
Punjab Assembly from dissolu-
tion

Most of the PML-N MPAsg
and allies were of the opinion to
bring the no-trust motion against
Chief Minister Pervaiz Elahi in
the assembly, sources said.

Some members have been of
the opinion that the povemor
should ask the chief minister to

et the vote of confidence from
the house,

The chief minister could not
ask for immediate dissolution of
the assembly in case of a bid for
vote of no-confidence or the
confidence vote in pending,

according o sources,

“In case of a no-confidence
motion, the chief mimster would
have to get 186 votes, while the
ruling coalition have 190 mem-
bers strength in the assembl
with 180 members of PTI and ]5
PML-0) lawmakers.” sources
said."The opposition s expected
to begin polifical maneuvering
after [aunching a no-confidence
motion,” sources said.

" The PML-N and its allies
will take a final decision over
the no-confidence,” sources
added Former pnme minister
and PTI Chairman Imran Khan
has announced on Saturday that
his party has decided to quit all
the assemblies in his address to g

public meeting in Rawalpindi

Imran Khan in his address in
Pindi said: T would announce
the date of resignations afler
consulting chiel” ministers and
the Fm'liamema_uj-,- party.”

“The opposition is expected o
begin  political manesuvering
after launching a no-confidence
maotion,” sources said.

" The PML-N and its allies
will take a final decision over
the no-confidence,” sources
added. Former prime minister
and PTI Chairman Imran Khan
has announced on Saturday that
his party has decided to quit all
the assemblies in his address toa

ublic meeting in
awalpindi INP

Economic stability
vital to strengthen economy,
otherwise no skills can be
successful: Pervaiz Hanif

LAHORE: Chairman Carpet
Training Institute (CTT) and for-
mer president  of  Lahore
Chamber Pervaiz Hanif has said
that Federal Finance Minister
Ishag Dar claims that the real
value of the dollar is 190 rupees
but the question arises why it is
bought and sold in the market
from 228 10 231 rupees

In a statement 1ssued here on
Sunday, he asked what are the
hidden forces that keep the
rupee from depreciating against
the dollar. He said as long as
there is instability in the country,

the Auctuations of the doflar
cannot be controlled, which is
causing serious concemn to the
exporters. Pervaiz Hanif further
said if a common person talks
that the real value of the dollaris
190 rupees then it is understand-
able but Ishag Dar is the Federal
Finance Minister who is saying
this and contrary to his_claim,
there is a huge difference
between the value of the dollar
and the Pakistani rupee in the
market. “Exporters are reluctant
to enter into contracts with for-
eign buyers due to volatility in

Sheikh Rashid eyes fresh
elections in April if PTI
quits assemblies

RAWALPINDI: Poakistan Awami Tehrik (PAT) chair-
man and formes internor minister Sheikh Rashid Ahmed
on Sunday predicted the fresh elections would be held
in April next year if the PTI quits all provincial assem-

blies

Taking to Twilter, he said after quitiing assemblies as
et vacant and

many 567 seats would
would be held in Apnl 2023

“1 already advised to dissolve assemblies and go for
We are ready for negotiating data for new

elections
elecuons instead of clash.”

Rashid said the Punjab Police were helpless in set-
ting stage at Faizabad, adding the sea of people at the
[PTI])'s Tong march was referendum for the elections.

Swati’s arrest. he said the amrest was a

atched by the coalition government that
of elections. Taking to Twitter, he said after
quitting assemblies as many 567 seats would met vacant
and the elections would be held in Apn
already advised to dissolve assemblies and po for elec-
otiating data for new elec-
tions instead of clash."Rashid said the Punjab Police
were helpless in setting stage at Faizabad, adding the

ﬁ]'s long march was referendum

Regardin
conspirac
was afrai

tions. We are readv for o

sea of people at the [P
for the eleu:t'r{:uus.l]‘kij;y

the elections

202371

Master artisans,

craftsmen at Punjab
Pavilion in Lok
Mela attract people

ISLAMABAD: Duning Lok Mela on Sunday, Punjab
pavilion remained centre of attraction due to work of
master artisans and craftsmen of the provinge.

The land of five mivers, Punjab I tu
attractive and beautiful culture. Punjab Pavilion con-
tains pottery work, chalk, khas, Dari on desi khadi,

. ! g]nr wood, stone, artisans
of ivory, metal or textile and the art of laﬁestry.

: i rlé_z.ross,ed in the ¢
their works of art. Around 50 stalls of artisans have
been decorated in the Punjab Pavilion, in which around
100 skilled craftsmen are engaged in the work, )
Hajran Bibi Chungir Sazi
walpur, Shahada Bibi Kishda Kari,
ork, Asma Zahoor Kishda Kari from
Multan, Mu ammad Ahmed Block Printing, Zeeshan
Rashid Camal Bone Work, Shah Jahan Begum Mdi
Work, Surva Abdullah Chenri Makin
Rehman Camel Skinwork, Muhammad INP

Ciotaknan, the art of solderin

Punjab Pavilion and are e

AmcmE the artisans are
from Baha
Alam Pottery

ties i
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Rapid decline in share of manufacturing in
GDP matter of concern: Atif Akram

LAHORE: Former
Vice  President  of
Federation of Pakistan
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FPCCI)
Atf Ikram Sheikh has
said  that the rapid
decline in share of man-
ufacturing in the GDP is
matter of concern and is
creating serious prob-
lems :

In a statement 1ssued
here on Sunday, he said
that the country cannot

rogress unless manu-
acluring 15 given top
priority

,Anf lkram Sheikh
said that a large portion
of capital is gomng to

non-productive  sectors,
which 1s benefiting a
few whiles affecting the
economy and masses.

He said that improved
production, exports, and
employment opportuni-
ties will temain a dréam
unless manufactunng 15
made more profitable
than other non-produc-
tive sectors,

Anf lkram Sheikh
who has also served as
Chairman PVMA said
that investment in manu-
facturing can be lured to
reduce dependence on
imports, cut the deficit
and tackle unemploy-
meft,

He noted that the
share of manufacturing
in GDOP has been declin-
ing by an average of 0.1
percent every year for
decades. Manufacturing
accounted for 15 percent
of the GDP in the 90s,
which has now fallen to
11 percent and is declin-
ing further at a worrying

pace, ;
The business leader
further said that oo

much dependence on
imports 1n absence of
Fmd manufacturing
eads to a trade deficil
and if the trade deficit
confinues to rise, then
the balance of pavments

deteriorates, which

results in debt.

in GDP has been declin-
ing by an average of (.1

Assembly has summoned an emer-
gency session to discuss options to
save the provincial legislature From
dissolution.

Chairman Imran Khan has announced
that his party has decided to quit all
the assemblies in his address to a
public meeting on Saturday.

A session of the parbamentary
leaders of the opposihon parties o
KP assembly will :
options to avoid dissolution of the
legislature.

“The opposition could mull over
bringing a no-confidence motion
against Chief Minister Mahmood
whan,” Awami MNational Party's par-
liamentary leader Sardar Babak Khan

of Opposition Leader in provincial

The situation has
reached the point that
every government that
Comes 1o power has to
start its tenure with the
IMF program. The gov-
ernment  borrows  and
announces that this is
the last loan but soon it
has to borrow again to
save the country from
bankruptey

The country that can-
not control its spendin
and violates financia
discipline invites IMF to
rule it, he said.

He noted that the
share of manufacturing

percent every vear for
decades. Manufacturing
aceounted for 15 percent
of the GDP in the 90s,
which has now fallen to
11 percent and 1s declin-
ing further at a worrying
pace :

The business leader
further said that too
much dependence on
imports in absence of
oood manufacturing
eads to a trade deficit
and if the trade deficit
continues to nse, then
the balance of payments
deteriorates, which
results in debt. INP

the dollar and if the orders are
not Tulfilled according to the
agreement, it is likely to affect
the reputation of Pakistan.” he
said adding that stability is
inevitable to strengthen the
economy in the country, other-
wise it is not possible to get suc-
cess in whatever skills are tried.
 Pervaiz Haif said that the
increase in exports is inevitable
for the solution of economic
roblems that Pakistan is facing
ut our exports ane collapsing,
the imbalance between exports
and imports is also INP

ISLAMABAD: A woman prcpring traditional food item Paan at her
stall in Punjab Pavilion during annual Lok Mela at Lok Virsa in
Federal Capital.

Two killed in
Rawalpindi

incidents

RAWALPINDIL: Two including
a youth were killed in separate
incidents of wviolence and road
mishap  in Rawat area of
Rawalpindi on Sunda

mlnnﬁﬁ ﬁa_thcnng eld at Kalar
Syedan Road in Rawat Rawalpindi
for resolution of a bilateral dispute
between step-brothers, an
exchange of hot words took place
after which culprit Alamdad hit
Ameerdad with baton his head
injuring him critically and fled the
scene, The injured succumbed to
his wounds while being shifted to

hospital.
A motoreyelist vouth Haroon sfo
Amjad Sohail was crtically

injured after hit by an over speed-
ing car who succumbed to his
wounds while shifted to hospital,
Car driver sped the scene,

. Police registered separate cases
in both imcidents and started raids
to arrest the culpnts INP

Two crushed to
death in

Burewala

BUREWALA: Two motorcy-
clists were crushed to death by an
over speeding trailer here’ on
Sunday, Dnver sped the scene,

Police said that a reckless driven
trailer ran over a motoreycle carry-
!n%twu people near Adda Rasool
in Burewala.

Both motorcycle riders Fageer
Hussain and Danish Ali, hailin
from suburban village 211-E
were killed on the spof and trailer
driver sped the scene,

_The bodies were shifted to hos-
pital for postmortem and police
after registering a case against
driver at large started raids for his
arrest.INP

PML-N set to
file no-trust motion
in Punjab Assembly:
Javed Latif

SHEIKHUPURA: Pakistan
Muslim League Mawaz (PML-N
leader Mian Javed Latif has sai
that PTI can quit assemblies if they
want to, they have alread}- glannad
to file a motion of no confidence in
the Punjab Assembly

According to the law, PML-N
cannot file a motion of no confi-
dence in Fun{ab until an assembly
session is a place.

According to details, the PML-
N leader has said that they have
decided to file a motion of no con-
fidence against the CM. They
could also file a motion of no con-
fidence or impose a governor rule
in Khvber Pakhtunkhwa (KP), he
added INP

oyt Lo

Opposition parties in

hurry to sate KP

osifion par-

Khyber akhtunkhwa

Assembly dissolution

 PESHAWAR: The o agsembly Akram Durrani, Sardar
Babak said. “We will not allow disso-
lution of the assembly at any cost,” he
vowed

Imran Khan in his address (o Axadi

March participants in Pindi said: “I

and
{(PTD

rime  minister
chreek-e-Insaf

discuss various

would announce the date of resigna-
tions after consulting chief ministers
and the parliamentary party.”

It is pertinent to mention here thai
Imran Khan's PTI 15 ruling the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province while
they are alsa major partner in Punjab
codlition with Chief Minister Pervaiz
Elahi’s Pakistan Muslim League-
Quaid (PML-).

A session of the parliamentary

Babak Khan has said INP

leaders of the opposition parties in
KP assembly will di i
options to avold dissolution of the
legislature “The opposition could
mull over bringing a no-confidence

discuss various

has said. e : motion  against  Chief  Minister
A session of the opposition parties Mahmood Khan,” Awami National
has been summaoned at the residence  Party’s parliamentary leader Sardar

LAHORE: People are busy in buying warm clothes in a Landa
Bazaar at Haji Camp area in Provincial Capital.
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Achakzai expels MPA Nasrullah Zarai and

Saturd
Manan Mandokhail

Mews Desk participated in a gﬂth:nnﬁ
at the residence of Yous

U E T T A : Khan Kakar are sacked

Pashmonkhwa Milli  from the party™,  the

Awami Party (PEMAP)  PEMAP Chief announced

Chief Mehmood Khan  this  decision while

Achakzal expelled mem-
hers provincial  assembly,
Masrullah  Khan Zarai,
Fssa Roshan, Yousat Khan
Kakar, Syved Abdul Qadar
.ﬂﬁchm hushal Kasioand
athers as the internal crisis
within the party loomed on

"All office-bearers who

addressing a news confer-
ence. Senior leaders Abdul
Rahim Ziaratwal, Abduol
Crahar Wadan, Rauf Lala,
and others were also pres-
ent om the occasion
Mukhtar Yousafzai asks
Achakzai to pamicipate

ko= i T = = A — LD

o =Y e 2 > r . S |
ISLAMABAD: Police personals stand alert outside local court during leader of PTI senator Azam

ohers as PKM

Khan Swati hearing in Federal Capital, As Court sends Swati on physical remand in controver-

PDM alliance to
ask CM Punjab to get
vote of confidence
through Governor

sial tweets case,

Abducted
minor child
killed, CM seeks
report from IGP

LAHORE: Bodyv of an abducted
minor child was recovered here on
Sunday. Chiel Minister Punjab taking
notice of the incident has sought a
report from Inspector General Police,

A two and half year old Zeeshan Al
was alleged kidnapped from village
Garhwal of Chouhang Lahore on
Saturday,

The body of the abducted child was
recovered from gravevard of Garhwal
and shifted to hospital for postmortem

The police have registered a case
against unidentified kidnappers/mur-
ders and started investigation )

Punjab Chief Minister Pervez Elahi
taking of the incident has sought a
report from Inspector General Police.
He directed to trace, arrest the culprits
involved  in kldnaﬁpmg-"murder,
expressed his sympathies with the
bereaved family ‘and assured of pro-
viding justice to them INP

Mobs torture two
robbers to death

in Karachi

KARACHI: The enraped crowd tor-
tured two robbers to death while flee-
ing after killing a man and injured two
others upon resistance during a
dacoity here on Sunday.

According to details, two motorey-
clists tried 1o snatch mobile, cash from
father and a son outside their home in
Sector 7-A of Sarjani Town, Karachi.

Upon resistance, the robbers opened
fire killing father on the ?ﬂ[, leaving
son a passerby injured and sped away

A citizen opened fire at fleeing rob-
bers after which they fell down bike. A
larze number of people mathered at the
scene, brutally tortured the two rob-
bers, killing them on the spot

The bodies and injured were moved
to hospital for medico-legal formali-
ties. The police afler registering a case
into the incident started an investiga-
tion. INP

Masses recognized
absconder
plunderers, their
well wishers:
Musarat Cheema

LAHORE: Spokesperson 1o Chiel

Minister and Pun&\nb government
Masarat Jamsheed Cheema has said
that masses have recognized the
absconder plunderers and their well
wishers.

Reacting to the arrest of PTI
Senator Azam Swati, she said that the
unlawful and immoral actions against
the honourable Senator are highly
condemnable, She vehemently stated
that PTI will valiantly face cheap
p]r:[ys of the imported povemnment
adding that the gang of crime minister
is using govemment instibutions for
the fulfillment of their vested interests.
If such practices persist then it will
further escalate public anger and out-
burst. ]

Musarat Cheema _cmpl_'mtll:allly
remarked that the Pakistani people
want immediate ouster of the fake
government under any circumsiances
which they fully displaved by vigor-
ously participating in the Rawalpindi
march under the ?eader_shlp of Imran
Khan. One of the vardsticks of leader-
ship is that the one claiming to lead in
difticulties either faces them bravely
or flees away.

She said, “There is a marked differ-
ence between those dmnﬁ politics by
sitting abroad and the others remain-
ing amaong the masses even after sus-
tmning bullet injunes. It is a food for
thought for the PDM leaders as how
come the masses do not give PDM
parties due respect and acknowledge
them even after govemning the country
for a long pencd of time. The real
power is to reign over the hearts of the
masses which Imran Khan is doing
since long,”

In her rebuttal regarding the state-
ments of PML-N leaders about
Rawalpindi March the Punjab govern-
ment spokesperson said that Tmran
Khan does not need "face facing” but
Maryam MNawaz is in dire need of it.
The focus of PML-N is only directed
towards doing away with their cases
and minting corruption money.

She said, “The four years of Imran
Khan are being spent on the construc-

LAHORE: Pakistan Muslim
League Nawaz (PML-N) and
other alliance parties have
started consultations over mov-
ing a4 motion of no confidence
against Chief Minister (Ch)
Punjab Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi
after the PTI Chief Imran Khan
announced their plan to exit all
assemblies y

According to the details, the
PDM parties are considering
two options including filing the
motion of no confidence in the
assembly session or asking
Governor Punjab Baleegh-ur-
Rehman to ask the OM to get a
vote of confidence in the
assembly. .

In case of a motion of no
confidence, the opposition
alliance would have 1o get 186
votes against the CM to remove
him, However, if the Governor
asks the CM to get a vole of

confidence then he would have
to secure at least 186 votes to
maintain his position,

As of now the government
alliance, i.e the PTI, PML-Q
and others, have a total of 19
seats including 180 PTI and 10
PML-Q members. The final
decision on the motion of no
confidence or vote of confi-
dence would be made by the
PML-N in a few daﬁs. -

PTI Chief Imran Khan, in his
speech at the Rawalpindi gath-
ermgh_ﬂn Saturday, anmounced
that his party will quit all the

Irpvmulﬁl and national assem-

ies,

“We will not be part of this
cvunta)"s_ olitical system. We
have decided to quit all assem-
blies,” the former premier said
while addressing the party
workers and  su %r.-rters at
Rawalpindi Jalsa. I

Pakistani, especially
Punjab films to be revived
on priority basis: CM

LAHORE: Punjab  Chief
Minister Chaudhry Parvez Elahi
has said that steps will be taken

referential basis to  revive
akistan Pakistani flms, espe-
cially Punjab films

He was talking to senior film

roducers  Sheikh  Amjad
asheed and Rana Khahd
Manzoor who called on lim at
his office on Sunday and dis-
cussed the matiers relatinlg to
reviving film industry along
with resolving its problems.

CM Pervez Elahi disclosed
than an endowment fund worth
rupees one billion will be estab-
lished for the welfare of artists
adding that financial assistance
for the deserving artists has
been enhanced from rupees 5
thousand to rupees 235 thousand

He assured that Punjab gov-
emment will review to set up

film production studio and all
possible steps will be taken to
rovide quality recreational
acilities to the people,

The chief minister highlighted
that employment opportunities
will be generated with the
enhancement of film production
adding that Punjab iz a fertile
land with regard to art and cul-
fure

Sheikh  Amjad Rasheed
thanked the Chief Minister on
the announcement to set up
endowment fund for the artists
and welcomed his decision, He
lauded the CM for winning the
hearts of artists by increasing
their financial aid.

Secretary  Information  Asif
Bilal Lodhi and Press Secretary
to CM  Muhammad [Igbal
Chaudhry were also present on
the occasion INP

Exhibition "Vintage
Power'' organized at
ACP Karachi

KARACHI: Arts Council of
Pakistan Karachi on  Sunday
organized the exhibition "Vintage
Power" of well-known artist Shaan
Amrohawi at Ahmed Parvez Art

Ciallery.
President of Ars  Council
Muhammad  Almad Shah,

President Bank of Punjab Zafar
Masood, Various painters and art
connoisseurs  including  artist
Shaan Amrol participated in the
event. Painter Shaan Amrohi's
masterpieces were based on the
use of elephants and horses in his-
torical wars

Commenting on the exhibition,
President Arts Council
Mubammad Shah said that Shaon
Amrohavi does very beautiful
work. He 15 a man of that world

who shows the wars of history
Those wars are still happening
today. It shnws the conflict. Shaan
pride

15 The Amroha. The

e

President of Bank of Punjab, Zafar
Masood, 5 among w3 He is the
son  of owr ice  President
Munawar Saeed, This family 1s the
pride of Amroha, :

He saud that the smell of creativ-
13-' comes from the soil of Amruba.

i5 is a rare family. Bank of
Punjab is working for the promo-
tion of art and culture. Zafar
Masood is a Punjabi whose moth-
er tongue is not Punjabi but he is
grﬂmmmg the art and culture of

unjab.

President BoP Zafar Masood,
while expressing his views on the
exhibation, said that this event 15
suitable for Shaan Amroha, Shaan
is carrving forward the legacy of
Amroba, Ahmed Shah inspires us.
Ahmed Shal's services are com-
mendable We have successfully
done the lslamic Art Festival in

Lahore along with the Arts
Council Karachi INP
i h = AT

AP crisis looms

This decision on behalf
of the PKMAP Chiel’ has
come two days after the
Ran}; dissidents met in
Luchlak and urged him o
convene the party’s nation-
al congress to discuss what
thev call an internal and
ideologcal crists, Mukhtar
Yousatzai spoke at length
about the prevailing |:|-?n-
logical cnsis within the
party and urged the chair-
man o listen to the work-

efs.
“The sacked leaders

faled o toe the party line
despite  repeated  warn-
ings", Mr Achakza said
He hinted at opening party
doors open for the junior
cadres and adopting a strict
approach towards the sen-
ior leaders.

Raza Muhammad and
Babat Lala already sacked

Achakzai has already
sacked the ty's eCre-
tary gencral Mukhtar Khan
Yousafzai, former senator
Raza Mubhammad Raza
and former provincial min-

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Information and
Broadcasting Marrivum Aurangzeb said on
Sunday that Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
Chairman Imran Khan had become “irrelevant”

The government was trving to fix the catastro-
phe wrought by Imran Khan during his four years
disastrous tenure, she said in a statement

“Inflation, destruction of economy and foreign
relations, besides historic debt are all Imran
Khan's legacy”, she maintained

The government's focus, she said, was only on
the problems faced by the fpeo le as “we are
committed to a clear agenda for the development
and prospenty of Pakistan™

Through this agenda, the ruling alliance had
made national priorities and a clear approach
within Pakistan and to the outside world, the
mimister said.

The two characters of construction and
destruction were before the nation, she said
while referring to Imran Khan and Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif, _

“Why elections should be held ahead of time
because Imran Khan had lost power?” she ques-
tioned. : :

Taking a jibe at the PTI leadership, she said
they had come to overthrow the federal govern-

PTI chief’s
directives of
quitting
assemblies to
be followed
instantly:
Barrister Saif

PESHAWAR: Special
Assistant to Chief
Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Barrister
Muhammad Ali Saf has
sald that the provincial

sovernment will instantly
ollow the directives of

ISLAMABAD:

Swat.

In a statement issued
here on Sunday, he said
that were ready for resig-
nations, dissolving
assemblies and exiting the
government as new and
transparent elections were
only solution 1o the politi-
cal cnsis faced by coun-
iy

notice if the

Barmister  Muhammad
All Saif smd that if the
imported government was
singere with country and
its people, then it should
immediately  announce
general election,

He said that now the
ball &5 in the court of the
imported government 1o
get nd country of the pre-
vailing political erisis,

The SACM szaid that
historical power show in
Rawalpindi has broken all
the records, The contain-
ers erected across the twin
cities failed to faint the

assion of masses and
ana  Sanaullab - seems
nowhere MO, he
added INP

Man kills
mother,
injures father
and brother in
Rawalpindi

FRAWALPINDI; A mer-
ciless man gunned down

his mother, injured father
and brother over domestic

his political party’s

According to details,
Sarfaraz  hailing from
Dhoke Chiragh Din Civil
Lines police station juris-
diction Rawalpindi was in
dispute with parents and
brothers: over domestic
1S5S,

_The culpnt along with
his in-laws came 1o house
of parents where after an | L0
exchanze of hot words he | if
opened straght fire.

Sarfaraz's mother was
lkilted in the finne while
his father and a brother
sustained bullet wounds.
The culprit himself was
also imjured in the ino-

fl.

The body and injured
were shifted to hospital
and police after register-
ing & case into the inci-
dent started an investiga-
tion. INP

tions,

on Sunday,

Accordin the

Director

to

Force in his place.

vear g5 a Private Secretary.

According to the Pemra notification,
no TV channel is allowed to run any
ticker, mews, or statement issued by
Azam Swati, There will also be a ban on
the re-run of Swati’s speech and his
mvitation as a guest in oany TV pro-
ﬁrurr_trne. The ban was imposed under

ection 27 of the Pemra Ordinance

The media regulatory authority took
notice of Swaib’s address o the PTI

Chairman Pakistan | rally in Rawalpindi last night

lehreek-e-Insaf (P11} ."E:?C{!nl'diﬂ_g to the Pemra notification,
regarding quitting the | the licence of news channels would be
assemblies suspended without any show-cause

violated its order.

The notification was issued after its
approval by the Pemra chairman.

n the latest development, the FIA
arrested Swan early Sundav moming on

ment is the trust of Imran Khan and
PML-0 leadership will not leave its
allies alone after making
He =aid that Shehbaz Shari
ernment would never run even a day
after the dissolution of assemblies
following the MPAs' mass resigna-

The chief minister clarified that
they will not wait for a single minute
mran Khan ordered to dissolve
the assemblies. He added that Imran

Federal babus undergo
another shake-up

ISLAMABAD: The federal movern-
ment has reshuffled top bureaucracy
once again and issued order for new
postings and fransfers on important seats

The establishnient division has issued
the official notification of the transfers
and postings which were made on the
basis of mules and regulations. ;

: notification,
irport Security
Brigadier Muhammad Shomb Mughal

Moreover, the services of Private
Secretary Muhammad Shahbaz (BPS-
| 7) posted in the Ministry of Commerce
Islamabad, have been handed over to the
Senate Secretarial on deputation for one

" Whereas the de utatfgﬁ. of (BPS-18)
Muhammad Nasir Javed associated with

ister Obaidullah Jan Babat,
The party’s dissidents have
also convened the national
comgress afl the end of
Decomber to discuss the
prevailing internal conflict
within the party.

The PEMAP chairmin
however reiterated that a

wway from political affars
and only this would give
guarantce @ strong  and
prosperous Pakistan,

He  said  currently
Pakistan was facing a seri-
ous Financial orisis and that
the political leaders should
focus on finding a perma-

stable Afpghamstan was in - sment solution  to this.
the support of Pakistan and ~ Achakzai  wrged  party
the two Muslim neighbors workers 0 ensure disc-

pling and unity among
their ranks and struggle for
the acquisition of Pashtoon

nghts.

can live peacefully. The
segasoned politician stated
that the secrel services of
the country should stay

Imran has become
‘irrelevant’ in political
system: Marriyum

ment but left after announcing the overthrow of
both their governments [in Punjab and KP]

The minister said though they had announced
to leave the system, they were getting salanies as
legislators and enjoying other benefits despite
tendering resignation from the system _

“Inflation, destruction of economy and foreign
relations, besides historic debt are all Imran
Khan’s legacy”, she mamtained.

The government’s focus, she said, was only on
the problems faced by the people as “we are
committed to a clear agenda for the development
and prosperity of Pakistan™

Through this agenda, the ruling alliance had
made national priorities and a clear approach
within Pakistan and to the outside world, the
minister said.

The two characters of construction and
destruction were before the nation, she said
while referring to lmran Khan and Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif “Why elections should
be held ahead of time because Imran Khan had
lost power?™ she questioned. Taking a jibe at the
PTI leadership, she said they had come to over-
throw the federal government but left after
announcing the overthrow of both their govern-
ments [in Punjaly and KP].INP

Pemra puts ban on broadcasting
Azam Swati’s speeches

| Pakistan Electronic
Media Regulatory Authority on Sunday
put a ban on the broadecasting of speech-
es by PTI leader and Senator Azam

the charge of using indecent languape
against the state institutions.

A three-member FLA team raided
Swati’s farmhouse in Chak Shahzad for
uploading  controversial posts on

witter and took him into custod

This was the second time that the PTI
leader was amested in less than two
mamths by the FIA officers for s con-
troversial tweets. He was previously
arrested by the FIA in October,

An FIR was registered against Swati
under Sec 20 of the Prevention of
Electronic Crime Act 2016 (Peca)
which deals with offences against digm-
ty of a person as well as Sections 131
(abetting mutiny or aftempting to
seduce a soldier from his duty), 500
%puntshmem for defamation), 501
defamation and prmtm% of content
deemed defamatory), Section 503
(statement conducing to public mis-
chief) and 109 (abetment) of the
Pakistan Penal Code (PPC)INF

ISLAMABAD: Workers busy in removing heavy containers with the help of
Crain as open roads at Faizabad after the

CM Pervaiz elahi clarifies
PML-Q’s stance over
Punjab Assembly
dissolution

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister
Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi has clarified
stance
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insafl (PTI} chief

1 long march in Rawalpindi.

Khan was given a new life by Allah
Almighty and his political strategy
entered the decisive phase.

Pervaiz Elahi said that the massive

on

I ; Imran Khan's call for the dissolution ublic  gatherings  prove Imran
?'ﬁg“;f&:g?hmiﬁ?fé of the Punjab Assembly. han's popularity. The Pakistan
also injured in | e CM Pervaiz Elahi said in a state- Democratic Movement (PDM)
dent. ment today that the Punjab govern-  alliance will be shattered after the

mass resignations of the MPAs

He censured Pakistan Muslim
;)mmises. Leaéiue MNawaz (PML-N) for spread-
-led gov- ing lies. He claimed that the ruling
political party will face humiliation
in the next elections.

The chief minister said that the
common people will be ulglifted by
the Punjab government. He vowed
that the citizens will also get free
medical facilities for cancer treat-
ment soon. NP

ed for 2 years. ;

The extension will be counted from
September 23, 2022 this  year,
Motification has been issued in” this

re%x_alrd. . . .

e establishment division has issued
the official notification of the transfers
and postings which were made on the
basis of rules and regulations. According
to the notification, Director Airport
Secunty Force Brnpadier Muhammad
Shoaib Mughal has been removed and

Force

has been removed and Brigadier Wapd  Brgadier Wajid Sibghatullah (Infantsy)
Sibghatullah [Infanirij has been  has been appointed as Divector Awrport
appointed as Director Airport Security  Security Force in his place. Moreover,

the services of Provate Secretary
Muhammad Shahbaz (BPS- 17) posted
in the Ministry of Commerce Islamabad,
have been handed over to the Senate
Secretariat on deputation for one vear as
a Private Sac:'ela?.wheuﬂeas the deputa-
tion of (BPS-18) Muhammad Nasir
Javed associated with Inland Revenue
Service on deputation in the Federal

tion and progress of Pakistan battered . _— L : . Inland Revenue Service on deputation in -~ Government  Employees  Housin
by their corruption and of their forefa- | RAWALPINID: Workers busy in cleaning Murree road outside Allama Igbal Park | the Federal Government Employees Foundation was further extended for
thers, NP after the PTI long march tent city in the eity. Housing Foundation was further extend-  years INP




