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Afg an forces fire rockets

at Chaman leaving 6 dead
30 civilians injured

Sardar Muhammad Khondai

CHAMAN: At least six civilians were
killed and 30 were injured when Afghan
forces fired rockets into Pakistani territory on
Sunday evening, An armed clash between
Pakistani and Afghan forces erupted at the
otder on Sunday morning. Both sides used
heavy weapons. However, in the evening.
rockets fired by Afghan forces landed on the
civilian population, which left five pengle
dead and over two dozen injured. Dr. Abdul
Malik Achakzai, the Medi
of Chaman hospital confirmed that five dead
bodies of civilians were brought to the hospi-
tal

Superintendent

Afghan authorities

asked to take strict

action to avoid such
incidents

The injured were rushed to the district
headquarters hospital Chaman for medical
treatment. An emergency was imposed in the
hospital to ide medical treatment to
those injured in the clashes, Parliamentary
leader Awami National Party {ANP), Asghar
Khan Achakzai, and other political and tribal
elders reached the hospital

ISPR says Afghan
border forces
attacked civilian
population

Afghan Border Forces opened unprovoked

and indiscriminate fire of heavy weapons
including artillery/ mortar onte the Civilian
Enpulatmn in Chaman, Balochistan causing
hahadat of & x Civilians with another 17 x
individuals being injured, the Inter-Services
Public Relations |{ SPR) said on Sunday
evening Pakistani border troops have givena
befitting albeit measured response against the
uncalled-for ageression but avoided targetin
innocent Civilians in the area, the military’s
media wing stated. Pakistan has also
approached Afghan authorifies in Kabul to
highlight the severity of the situation and
demanded strict action to obviate amy such
recurrence of the incident in the future.
Chief Minister Balachistan, Mir Quddus
Bizenjo expressed serious concern over
rocket attacks from the Afghan side at the
Pak-Afghan border Chaman In a state-

ment issued after the attack, Mr. Bizenjo
directed the administration to tighten secu-
rity and protect the civilians. He also
directed the hospital staff to make sure of
timely medical treatment for the injured in
the clashes.
Seriously injured people were brought
1o the civil hospital Quetta for medical
treatment. “We have received five serious-
ly injured patients from Chaman”, Waseem

aig, the Spokesman for civil hospital
(%uelta said. He said two dead bodies were
also brought to the hospital An emergency
was imposed in the trsssssauma center
civil hospital o provide timely medical
treatment to the injured by the attack

This is a developing story, we will keep
rou updated as we get more information
tom the ground
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Won't accept any PTI
resignations unless sure they aren’t
given under pressure: NA speaker

BA adopts
resolution about
Reko Diq amid

opposition

- —

Stall Reporter

QUETTA: Balochistan Assembly
adopied a resolution about the Reko Dig
project amid opposition parties’ protest
on Saturday. The house adopted a reso-
lution entristing excise and other taxa-
tion powers to the federal government
The resolution was tabled by the parlia-
mentary secretary, Rubaba Buledi about
the Reko Dig project.

This is an attempt to
usurp the resources of

Balochistan”, Akhtar Su

Hussain Langove

Component parties of the joint -
sition jﬂgrud'mg the Jamiat l'.h lﬂe?ﬁg e
Islam (JUI) and Balochistan National

ni,' {Meﬂlglglh} staged a walkout from
the house, 1515 an altempl 1o usurp
the resources of Balochistan™, Akhitar
Hussain Langowve, the opposition mem-

ment
the R i : .
Bizenjo, Chief Minister Balochistan
said Mr. Bizenjo said all political parties
including the coalition
opposition  parties h
agﬂ:emept
Corporation (BGC).

protest

A Rl

me Court of Pakistan declared the
Reko Dg agreement legal “SC judg-

oved our principled stance about
cke Dig project”, Mir Quddus

riners and the
supporied the

with  Barnck  Gold

ber from the Balochistan Mational Party
{Mengal) said. Amid vproar in the
house, the deputy speaker Balochistan
Assembly, Sardar Babar Musakhail put
ﬂle;’eﬁnluﬁnn for voting before the law-
Ak Ers,

Supreme Court of

lawmakers were not
informed about the
tabling of the resolution

in the Balochistan
Assembly session

Pakistan declared
the Reko Dig
agreement legal

Since there were only three or four
opposition members, consequently, the
house adopted the resolution and dele-
zated the taxation powers (o the federal
government. The passage of this resolu-
tion has come two davs after the

“We oppose the passage of this res-
olution and i1 is an injustice 1o the
people of Balochistan™, Malik Naseer
Shahwani. the parliamentary leader of
the BNP Mengal in the Balochistan
Assembly told reporters afler the ses-
sion. He said the lawmakers were not
informed about the tabling of the res-
olution in the Balochistan Assembly
SESS100

Islamabad: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenur Senator Mohammad
Ishug Dar Presided over the meeting of the Economic Coordinaton
Committee (ECC) of the Cabinet, virtually throngh Zoom,

Tweets case: Sindh court

remands Azam Swati in
police custody for 3 days

A judicial rn:,;;_{i:—.lrau; in Qambar remanded PT] Senator Azam Swati in
police custoddy for three days on Sunday in two cases over his controver-
sial tweets about senior milstary leaders ) _

Swati was arrested over a “highly obnoxious campaign of intimidating
tweets | Lﬂgmnm state instiubions” by the Federal i:weﬁtlgalu‘m Agency
on Movember 27 and has been in detention since and continues 1o face
legal action

The FIA booked him under Section 20 of the Prevention of Electronic
Crime Act 2016 (Peca), which deals with offences apainst the dignity of a
person, while multiple first information reponts (FIRs) were registered
against him for using “derogatory language” and “provoking the people
against the army™ in Sindh and Balochistan as well.

He was presented before the judicial magistrate in Sindh's OQambar city
todav in the two cases registered with Warah and Qambar police and sent
on remand for three days

The development comes two davs after the Balochistan High Coun
(BHC) ordered the quashing of all five FIRs imitially mg_r_i.laT:Tca against
him n the province over his controversial tweets

But the same day, two new cnminal complamts were hldgrf.cd agrainsk the
PTI senator in Balochistan's Bela and Winder for using “offensive lan-
guage” pomnst senior military officials, his lawyer Tgbal Shah had told

Oambar Shahdadkot 55P Sadam Hussan Khaskheli told Dawn on
Saturday that two cases were remstered against Swati at Nasirabad and
Warah police stations in the district The FIR at the Nasirabad police sta-
tion was registered on a complaint of Zameer Hussain Khoso under
Sections 1371 {abetting mubiny or attempting to seduce a soldier, sailor or
airman from his duty), 133-A (promoting enmity between different
eroups), 504 (intentional 1nsult with the intent to provoke breach of pe.ncei
and 5035 (statements conducing to public mischief) of the Pakistan Pena
Code (PPC).Web Desk

Imran Khan imposed on state by

Berating former prime
mimister and  Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTT) R
Chairman Imran  Khan,
Defence Minister Khawaja
Asil claimed that the for-
mer did not nse to power
suddenly, saying "plan-
ners” had decided to
impose him on the siate

Addressing the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) workers' conven-
tion in Sialkot Sunday, Asif
said Khan always stabbed
hs friends in the back
Referring to Khan's criti-
cism of the institutions, the
defence minister said he
"zlams his benefactor from
dawn to dusk”

The deposed PM Imran
Khan said that he made a

_“ %
mistake by granting the
extension to General (retd)
Qamar Javed Bajwa, bul
on the other hand, he
offered the then-army chief

~y

for life

said.

‘planners’: Khawaja Asif

- 1R

d::stn.:-}'inﬁ the young wen-
eration, the PTI chief was
demanding elections.
Dubhing  Khan  an
“experiment”. the federal
mimister said that the for-
mer was launched in 2012-
13 under an “agenda”™ "t
was a wrong and disastrous
experiment,” he added
Referring to the alleged
differences between the
PTI and the PML-0 over
the dissolution of the
assemblies, the minister
challenged Khan to dis-
solve the Punjab and
Ehvber Pakhtunkhwa (KP)

the past, brought develop-
ment and progress to the

country.
Addressing PMIL-N
workers' convention in

Rawalpindi today, she said
inflation in PML-N's past
tenure remamed 2.3%,

She said Prime Minister
Shehbaz Shant, in his term
as Chief Minister Punjab,
served the public while on
the other hand, the PTI

overnment  in Punjab
estroved the development
of the provinge.

The minister said PML-
M leadership was targeted

an extension 1o his tenure

Imran Khan was brought
ta power under a plot, Asif
adding

assemblies

and

that after

Minister for Information
_ Broadcasting
Marriyum Aurangzeb sai

the PML-N government, in

and viceimized in fake
criminal cases. She said all
charges againsi the PML-N
leadership have been
proven wWrong.

Imran talks threat of default, slams PDM
govt’s economic performance

PTl Chairman Imran Khan on
Sunday assailed the PDM govern-
ment For bringing the country 10
the cusp of default, and accused
the media of tuming a blind eye
towards economic matters and
instead  focusing  on  the
Toshakhana wristwatch, which he
said was nghtfully his to “sell or
do whatever | want to with it”

He made these remarks at a
Err:ss conference in Lahore where

e began by companng his govern-
ment's performance with that of
the incumbent PDM setup, whom
he blamed for the looming threat of
default.

“The reason for my media talk
today 15 to make the people aware
of the direction that our country 1s
heading in," he said. “If we don’t
raise our voice then Pakistan will
experience something it has never

before and we will default. All the
funding from abroad will he

.lilmp'{k& :

“A default would mean the
country’s income in dollars has
stopped, and the rupee will devalue
further, The cabal of crooks
imposed on us deesn’t care about
any of this. They have been steal-
ing money for the last 30 years,
They have stashed huge amounts

of money abroad.”

Imran’ said that the ruling elite
does not “care if the couniry
defaults because their money 15
stashed abroad in the form of dol-
lars”. “But the circumstance of a
defaull is worrying for the com-
mon man,” he added

“A default will be a very big loss
for Pakistan. No investmeni will
come back into Pakistan. Mo over-
seas Pakistamn will be willing to
invest in Pakistan.™

He recalled that the dollar rate
was Rs178 when he was ousted as
the prime minister. “Today we
can't even purchase a dollar for
Rs250"

The PTT chief clarmed that when
he came imto power in 2018, he had
inhented a fragile economy but
had wrned it arcund, only (o see
his work undone by the present

sema ] i
“When we got Pakistan [govemn-
ment] in 2018, we had the largest
current account deficit,” he said.
“When our government was_oust-
ed, the GDP growth was at six per
cenl. These hgures were usually
only seen dunng the marhal laws
of Ayub, Zia and Musharraf. This
was because [dunng their eras] we
were receiving dollars from  the
LIS *They didn’t make anv dams
but we made six dams, out of
which two were massive, We
launched the health card that was
Era]s:ed by foreign magazines. Our
“hsaas programme Was interna-
tienally acknowledged The ballion
tree tsunami was praised around
the world. UK prnime minister
Bons Johnson mentioned my name
and our elimate change programme
at the UN "Web Desk

Won’t accept any PTI resignations unless sure they aren’t

given

Mational Assembly Speaker Raja Pervaiz Ashraf said on Sunday he
would not be accepting the resignations of any lawmakers from the PTI,
which announced mass resignations from the lower house of parliament in
April, unless he was sure they weren't tendered under any pressure

“The law dictates that even if a member says in my presence they want
to resign but I have information that they are under pressure, 1 should not
accept their resignation,” he explained while speaking to the media in
Lahore when asked about him approving the resignations of only select
few PTI lawmakers.

Says he won't accept them if he
knows lawmaker is under pressure

Ashraf alleged that even after the announcement of mass resignations,
PTI lawmakers continued to occupy parliament lodges and avail perks
given to MNAs. “And then they also send me messages not to accept their
resignations. In this scenario [ ] 1 will not de-seat any member until T am
satistied” that they were not resigning under pressure, he said

The speaker also clanfied that he had accepted the resignations of those
lawmakers who had issued statements in the media and on social media
that they had vacated their seats willingly.

under

4
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pressure: NA speaker

The PTIL, which saw the ouster of its chief Imran Khan as the premier
through a no-confidence vote in April, had announced it was resigning en
masse from the NA just hours before then-opposition leader Shehbaz
Sharif was to take oath as the country’s new chief executive, _

. Then-NA deputy speaker Qasim Suri, in the capacity of the house’ act-
ing speaker, had subsequently am:erted the resignations of 123 PTI MNAs,
However, the incumbent speaker later decided to verify the resignations
and evenmually accepted the resignations of just 11 lawmakers on July 27

The PTI had first challenged the move 1n the Islamabad Hifh ~ourt
{IHC) on August 1, contesting that it was “unsustainable”. The IHC, how-
ever, had dismissed the pention on September & and declared that the
acceptance of PTI lawmakers' resignations by Suri was unconstitutional

The party then approached the SC, praying it 1o set aside the IHC order,
terming it “vague, cursory and against the faw”. A decision on the PTI's
plea in the apex court is still pending. } :

Meanwhile, de-seated PTI lawmakers claimed again approached the
IHC in October, pleading that the NA speaker had treated their “en masse
letters” as a resignation and recommended their de-notification to the
Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP}). ) -

In a departure from their previous demand that their resignations be
accepted For-thwith, they moved the high courl against the approval of
their ‘resignations’ by the NA speaker and ECPWeb Desk
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The rising deaths of coal
miners in Balochistan

Shocking incidents inside the coal mines of Balochistan are almost
the order of the day. Worst poverty and unemployment force people
to put their lives at peril while extracting coal from mines in
Balochistan, At the cost of living, poverty-hil people from Shangla,
Swat areas of Khyber Pakhtoonkhwa, Toba Kakari area of Pishin, and
Eﬂf‘lﬂe. from southern Afghanistan work in killer coal mines of

alochistan. _ )

At least six coal miners were killed after the mine was filled with
methane gas in the Shahrag area of the Harnai district a few days ago.
Rescue workers and fellow miners made hectic efforts to save their
lives. But. they failed to do so. The officials merely issued condo-
lence statements with no promise of taking action against the respon-
sible people.

Sadly, such incidents make no headlines in the newspapers and
tv channels

Mo action has been taken against the mine owner, contractor, and
concerned peugle. The government has also not announced any com-

ensation for the heirs of the victims. Sadly, such incidents make no
ieadlines in the newspapers and tv channels. This is also one of the
underlying reasons behind rampant incidents inside mines in
Balochistan.

Hazardous working conditions have claimed thousands of precious
human lives in Dukki, Quetta, Sorange. Marwar, Chamalang, Bolan,
Mach, and Harnai areas of Balochistan. Despite repeated appeals on
behalf of human rights organizations and labor unions, the

Balochistan government has not ensured improved safety conditions

inside mines of the province,
Strange: 18 inspectors posted for 3000 mines

-~ Around 60,000 miners have been working in aver 3,000 coal mines
in_Balochistan. For more than 3,000 coal mines, the Balochistan

mines and mineral department has appointed only 18 mine inspectors.

Under the 1923 mines and mineral act Balochistan, coal miners can-

not enter the mine without the inspection of the mine by an inspector,

Women, children, and aged people are not allowe
mines as per the 1923 mines act. The Balochistan government and
mines owners must take steps to improve working conditions for the

coal miners before it is already late.

to enter coal

The TD-year reign of
Chueen Elizabeth 11 culmi-
nated with her transition
at her beloved abode, the
Balmoral Castle in the
Scottish Highlands.
Queen Elizabeth’s death
was mourned by many
but also brought forth his-
torical biases, bitterness
and mjustices associated
with the British monar-
chy. It is an inviolable
fact that British monarchs
and rovals actively partic-
ipated, facilitated and
profited from the slave
trade and colonization for

centuries, _
In  “Late Victorian
Holocausts”,  historian

Mike Davis narmates how
famines  during the
British rule find no place
in_ the laudatory screeds
of the British Empire.
Davis asserts that taxes
and changes in the
Subcontinent’s  revenue
system impacted farmers
adversely and was a
major factor leading to
famines. There were 31
famines in 120 years of
British rule compared
with 17 in the 2,000 years
preceding i1, According
to Davis, over 29 million
cople perished due to
ritain’s policies.

These policies were
devised by the likes of
British economist John
Maynard Keynes, an
avowed imperialist, In
1919, he authored “The
Economic Consequences
of Peace’; a scathing cri-
tigue of the Wersailles
Peace Treaty. Keynes,
along with Harry Diexter

The Kking’s burden

White, is also known as
the intellectual father of
the IMF and World Bank,
the excruciating neo-
colonial tools of today,
In 1943, the Keynesian
policy  had  Churchill
diveri India's food stocks
to Europe, In what gained
notoriety as the Bengal
Famine, Brtish estimates
put the resulting deaths at
three million, Indian esti-
mates say seven million
perished. The surviving
millions faced severe
malnuirition and impov-
efishment It remains one
of the most hornfic atroe-
ities of British rule.
Bards of the Empire
eulogize the imparting of
civility and bettening
lives in the Subcontinent:
a land thar boasted
sophisticated  civiliza-
tions thousands of vears
ago. Renowned econo-

mist  Utsa  Patnaik’s
research  published by
Columbia University

Press draws on two cen-
turies of detailed data It
reveals that from 1765 to
1938 the “bestowing and
benevolent”  colonists
extracted a mind-bog-
?lmg 45 tnllion dollars
tom the Subcontinent
This was when the aver-
age annual salary in

ngland was around 36

unds.

In the 18th century,
when Britain began ils
utsch in the
ubcontinent, the latter
contributed a quarter of
the world’s GDP. When
the British finally depar-
ed in 1947, this lay deci-

mated (o less than | per
cent, Belgian economist
Paul Bairoch’s detailed
study of world economy
in his book “Economics
and World = History:
Myths and Paradoxes’
claims that the
Subcontinent  was the
largest global econom
for 1700 of the past 20
years. The missing 300
years being those under
British rule. This has also
been substantiated by a
study initiated by the
Paris based Organization
for . conomic
Cooperation and
Development "

In “Crimes against
India’, Stephen Knapp
writes that in [832 the
then govemnor general
William Bentinck initiat-
ed a plan o totally dis-
mantle the Taj Mahal and
ship i 10 Britain, Word
from London said that
there had been scant
response to the envisaged
auction of the marble
ieces. This is how the
abled monument sur-
vived its fragmented jour-
ney to the capital city of
the rapacious empire,
London’s Victoria and
Albert Museum alone
holds over 40,000 art
items from the
Subcontinent. This led to
TV show host John
Oliver saving that “all our
prealest possessions are
stolen” adding that “the
entire British Museum is
basically an active crime

scene”
As the British imitiated
their scramble back

home, Queen Victoria's
reat  grandson Lord
Aountbatten tasked Cyril
Radcliffe to draw the par-
tition line. The dice were

totally loaded against
Pakistan due 1o the
known Mounthatten,

Edwina, Nehu friend-
ship. The mindset of the
empire  can  be  well
ueed from the fact that
cliffe, a lawyer who
had never been to India
and was absolutely clue-
less about its geography,
was given five weeks o
complete  the onerous
task
In a famous 1976 inter-
view with veteran Indian
journalist Kuldip Navar
in  London, Radcliffe
called his effort a “shod-
dy affair” that could have
been handled better had
he been given “two Lo
three years” He told
Mavar 1 nearly gave you
{India} Lahore but then 1
realized that Pakistan
would not have any large
city as | had already ear-
marked Calcutta for
India”. Among others, he
%law: Muslim majority
wrdaspur, a divect con-
duit  to  Jammu and
Kashmir, w India. In
1948, this enabled India
to occupy Kashmir which
it brutalizes to this day.
The partition of Punjab
and Bengal too was crim-
inally biased In a Daily
Telegraph  article o
February 24, 1992
Christopher Beaumont,
secretary of the Radeliffe
Commission, confirmed
that the frontiers had been

By Mir Adnan Aziz

secretly redrawn to favor
India. The “shoddy
affair” proved to be a har-
rowing ftragedy. Owver
00,000 women were
abducted, almost two
million pecple perished
and over 15 million were
displaced. The scars are
carried by generations;
the resulting acrimony
between Pakistan  and
India threatens the globe.

The year 1992 saw the
end of the mamiages of
three of the late Queen’s
four children, including
that of the present king
and Lady Diana. A fire al
Windsor Castle also
caused damage to the
tune of millian
cunds. Queen Elizabeth
amously dubbed the Tear
as her “annus hombilis™,
Latin for ‘a horrible
year'. If these setbacks
made the late Queen’s
year horrible, one can
well imagine the senti-
ments of the generations
left behind of the millions
who suffered and per-
ished at the hands of the
British Empire

Rudyar Kipling
extolled the empire 1o
civilize the half devil half
child savages terming it
the white man’s burden.
As the crown is placed on
King Charles’s head, the
burden of history shall be
far heavier and telling
than the Kohinoor thal
adomns the royal crown,
this shall be the King's
burden Known to have
strong views on interfaith
dialogue and other impor-
tant issues.

Demonetizing for growth

~Currency in circula-
tion makes up almost
200 per . cent of
Pakistan’s GDF,
increasing from eight
per cenl, enly aboul a
decade back Explosive
growth of money sup-
ply has led to too much
cash in the economy
chasing too few goods.
As su&:ply of goods
remained constrained —
since that cash never
worked to increase
aggregate supply — it
exeried pressure on the
exchange rate resuliing
in depreciation of the
Pak rupee over the
vears, A natural conse-
quence of too much
cash chasing too few
goods is inflation, and
we have been niding
one wave of inflation
after another without
addressing the root The
root cause 15 the preva-
lence of too much cash
in the system. and that
needs to be sucked out
It is a structural prob-
lem that is now out of
control. The mability to
address it may eventu-
ally lead to hyperinfla-
tion, while policymak-
ers in  Mississauga
London, and ]stagmabat[
will keep harping on
about how conventional
monetary  economics
does not work for us, as
if we are situated on
another planet. It works
really well, and bouts
of inflation as a conse-
quence of growth in
money supply are a tes-
tament to the same.
Demonetization 15 a
radical way to solve

this problem, which
comes with its own set
of problems.
Demonetization is often
touted as a fix-all
panacea for the bogey-
man of corruption, but
it does more than that.
A strategy that demone-
tizes the largest curren-
oy nate in eirculation —
Rs5000 - will massive-
ly reduce currency in
circulation, as most of
the same 15 denominat-
ed in currency notes of
Rs3000,

This is how it can be
layed out. The central
ank  announces

demonetization of the
Rs5000 currency notes,
and gives a hard dead-
line of six months for
everyone to deposit the
same in their reéspective
bank accounts. But
Pakistan_has one of the
lowest financial inclu-
s1on levels in the world,
which  would  then
require the central bank
to enable every citizen
of the country to have a
bank account linked to
their CNIC, just hike we
have tn the case of
Mational Tax Number
Each citizen can walk
mto any bank branch,
or just use their mobile
phone to open a bank
account, and deposit
their stash of Rs5000
currencg notes in the
same. Sounds simple,
but 1t isn’t

This will send shock-

waves across the infor-
mal economy, from the
usual real-estate rent
seekers, to traders, and
wholesalers - the usual

coterie thal tries to stay
out of the tax net. There
will be massive politi-
cal opposition, but we
can either fix structural
issues, or pander to rent
seekers. We have been
doing the latter for the
last seven decades,
maybe we can actually
try 1o fix structural
problems for a change,

With every citizen
having a bank account,
it will be possible to
deposit the demone-
tized currency notes in
an orderly  manner.
Extra effort may be
required mn areas where

revalence of banks is
ow, and for the same
purpose dedicated
camps can be estab-
lished to facilitate the
same. Similar infra-
structure is rolled out
during elections, or nat-
ural disasters,

The technology infra-
structure that enables
efficiency and prompt
payments already exists
in the form of RAAST,
which can allow pay-
ments  to  be done
through the formal
financial system.
Simularly, all biometric
data already exists with
NADRA that can be
used for opening up
accounts, Effectively,
the technology stack to
accomplish demoneti-
zatton  exists at  this
time, and someone Just
needs to execute here.

As the demonetized
currency notes  are
deposited in the bank-
ing system, the overall
size of the formal finan-

cial system will stan
growing, which will
reduce the equilibrium
mterest rate in the near
term, pushing banks to
actually start taking
risk, and lending to the
rvate sector.
emonetization  will
increase the avalable
supply of capital that
can  be redirected
towards productive
capital and eventually

plush up aggregate sup-

p%-lowever this does
not give a free passage
to the government
which continues to run
fiscal deficits. As more
capital comes into the
system, there needs fo
be rationalization of the
tax policy such that the
capital remains in the
system, and 15 nol
harassed out. Currently,
the tax policy 1s struc-
tured such that it 1s
more convenienl and
economically efficient
1o stay out of the formal
financial system — and
this needs to change
through a more encom-
passing fiscal policy
Demonetization  will
have a high social and
political cost, and there
will be unintended con-
sequences. When India
demonefized a few
years back, there was
massive social unrest,
and its guarterly GDP
took a one-time hit, but
since then II1" r:]_:t:mt_mu[es
to ocrow at high single-
dig%t levels nl:r'hile 55%'1 -
ments  have largely
shifted to the digital
medium. A conse-

quence of this 15 muted
inflation, and mid sin-
gi_]le-dlg:lt interest rates
that spur economic
growth = :

The cost of inaction,
and not bringing money
supply under control is
much higher than any
social or political cost
The technology exists
1o mitigaie any poten-
tial nsks, and to make
the process easier for
the citizens of the coun-
try. If Fr;ue stability 15 a
critical mandate for the
central bank, then it
must work towards this,
rather than extending
the year by which a
hypmhetuca? inflation
target can be met with-
out making much effort
to  address  structural
inefficiencies.

The courntry 15 at the
stage of a monetary and
economic cycle where
any delays n address-
ing structural weak-
nesses are only going to
make lhm;;,s wiorse,
eveniually leading to
hyperinflation  fueled
by a mix of excessive
debt burden, a fiscal
squeeze, and a depreci-
ating agpregate supply,

Demonetization 15 a
radical step that may
actually garner popular
public support, but may
not be supported by
various  rent-seeking
interest groups. We can
either make economic
policy that serves the
interests of the crtizens
of the country, or we
can continue fo benefit
a few thousand vocal
rent seekers

Climate affairs

cientists
have long
clamored thal
human activity
on Earth has

_led o the
calamitous weather
changes we are witness-
ing foday, The United
e i on s !
Intergovernmental Panel
on  Climate Change
PCC) has confirmed
that climate change
makes heatwaves hotter
and more frequent
According to the
research, greenhouse gas
emissions have heafed
the planet by an estimat-
ed 1.2 degrees Celsius
(2.16 degrees Fahrenheit)
over the last two cen-
turies. )

The WNature joumnal
published an article this
month detailing what its
authors say is proof that
heatwaves in  Europe
have increased (hree-to-
four times faster than in
other northem md-lati-
tude areas such as the
United States. The reason
for this, according to the
article, 15 due to the fas
west-to-east air stream,
or atmospheric circula-
tion, which s carrying
hot air across the north-
ern atmosphere

Most scientists appear
to agree that tempera-
tures will continue to rise
unless humans cease
adding greenhouse pases
to  the aimosphere
Without a drastic change
in the way mankind con-
ducts its business, heat-
waves are predicted to
worsen. Tackling climate
change should be a top
pri nnlﬂfar EVEIY COUntry
today Heatwaves  that
occurred  once  every
decade are now happen-

ing at three times that
rate. The 2015 Paris
Agreement  and  lasi
yvear's Glasgow climate
conference were intended
to bring the issue to glob-
al attention and generate
movement on the ground
But current climate poli-
cies are not sufficient to
avoid the dangerous
effects of global warm-
ing. More must be done.
foday, wildfires are
raging in Spain, France,
Greece, Portugal.
Morocco and Italy. Over
one thousand people
have died so far and
many thousands maore
havé been evacuated
from their homes out of
concern for their safety
Climate cha.ng]e plays a
significant tole in the
cause of wildfires since it
increases the hot and dry
tinderbox conditions that
help fires start and then
spread guickly Less pre-
cipitation means dry land
and wvegetation.  This
means that when a fire
starts, it burns faster and
more intensely. Hot and
dry conditions are a per-
fect recipe for a massive
inferno s
However, 11 15 impar-
tant to note that not every
fire 18 caused by climate
change. Forest manage-
ment programs, which
deal with how forests are
maintained specifically
to prevent massive infer-
nos, are often insuffi-
cient. In addition, it is
often_ careless ;_:Ilcuplu
who ignite fires through
ArSon or 5|mp]¥ by barbe-
n fi

cuing Human fire starters
aside, they don’t cause
the actual hearwave.
Individuals are not

responsible necessaril
but since mankind 15 col-

lectively composed of
individuals, it does fall
on each and every one of
us to take steps to mini-
mize our carbon foot-
print. There is a reason
whi,'_ famed reality star
Kylie  Jenmer =~ was
slammed on social media
for posting a photo of her
ang;e jet parked next o
royfriend Travis Scolt’s
plame, asking “You
wanna take mine or
yvours?" And she was
slammed again for taking
her jet in the end for what
turned out to be a paltry
12-minute flight,

Heatwaves that
occurred  once  every
decade are now happen-
ing at three times that
rate.. The 2015 Paris
Agreement and  last
year's Glasgow climate
conference were intended
to bring the issue to glob-
al attention and generate
movement on the ground,
But current climate poli-
cies are not sufficient to
avoid the dangerous
effects of global warm-
ing. More must be done.

oday, wildfires are
raging in Spain, France,
Gresce, Portugal,
Morocco and Tialy, Cver
one  thousand people
have died so tar and
many thousands more
have been evacuated
from their homes out of
concern for their safety,
Climate uim.ngf: plays ‘a
significant role in the
cause of wildfires since il
incréases the hot and dry
tinderbox conditions that
help fires start and then
spread quickly Less Ipre-
cipitation means dry land
and wvegetation.  This
means that when a fire
starts, it bumns faster and
more intensely

Global energy

Not since World War
[l has the threat to glob-
al energy security been
as severe as it is ioday

Russia’'s brutal inva-
sion of Ukraine and the
consequent geo-eco-
nomic war between the
Kremlin and the West
disrupted global gas
markets at a scale
unprecedented in recent
history. The Kremlin's
use of its power over
energy markets as lever-
age — and Europe’s
efforts to wean itself off
of Russian natural gas
and aveid a massive
shortage this winter
are  [riggering  price
hikes and reroutin
flows around the worl

No one is left unaf-
fected, even those who
lhﬂu&:ﬁl they had pre-
pared for every eventu-
ality,. For example,
Pakistan, which had
secured several long-
term natural gas impon
contracts to increase its
energy  security  in
recent years, has seen
partmers break those
deals to send their gas to
new clients offering to
Ea}' more. The coffers of

oth the developed and
developing world are
b e i n B
drained Meanwhile, the
Kremlin is using the
global energy onsis it
created to sustain its
economy in the face of
severe international
sanctions. Moreover, it
15 weaponising Europe’s
dependency on Russian
natural gas to and
break WWestern resist-
ance to iis ambitions in
Ukraine Earlier  this
week, Moscow tried to
tighten its squeeze on

Europe further. saying it
plars to reduce gas sup-
lies through the Nord
tream | pipeline to
Germany to just 20 per-
cent  capacity. In
response, European
Union energy ministers
swifily announced an
agreement for the bloc's
mentbers to gut gas
usage by |5 percent this
winter. This  was an
attempt by Europe to
show it would not give
in 1o Russian pressure
and abandon Ukraine in
order to fill up its gas
reserves. Such conflict-
driven demand reduc-
tion, however, means
that an already likely
recession is now all but
%‘uarameed Following
iazprom's latest cuts,
nnaLFsis already predict
the EU will not be able
to reach its own target
of refilling gas storage
to 80 percent capacity
Itly winter. Now that
curope made it clear
that it is finally — and
perhaps much belatedly
— ready to take the steps
to cut its need for
Russian gas al any cost,
the Kremlin will do
everything 1t can to
inflict maximum pain
on Europe in the short
term, while the depend-
ENcy remains

A recent German poll
found = that at the
moment, 58 percent of
the population is sup-
porting _5anctions
agains] Russia despite
potential negative
impacts for Germany.
Russian President
Viadimir Putin is work-
ing to bring that number
down — down to the
point that it becomes

untenable for
Germany's leaders to
push for policies to sup-
port Ukraine and help
the West win its con-
frontation with Russia.
The waining of public
support for the sanc-
tions regime in the face
of economic difficulties
is an equally significant
risk for other European
ZOVEIMMEnts.

Europe's leaders are
now facing the her-
culean task of simulla-
neously helping their
industries survive on a
reduced energy supply,
supporting  Ukraine’s
war effortand maintain-
ing public support for
the sanctions regime
amid ‘a cost-of-living
crisis largely manufac-
tured by Russia that
seems 10 have no real
end in sight.

Energy is perhaps the
most  consequential
front in the ongoing

BO-£C0N0OTMIC altle

etween Russia and the
West, and thus Europe
needs to strengthen its
hand there first,

After moving  to
address the demand side
of the eguation, now it
needs to address the
supply side of the prob-
lem to be able to shore
up its economy to the
furthest extent Ec_mmh]l:,
and insulate public sup-
pori for Kyviv and the
sanctions  regime
against Russia, .

There are some obvi-
ous steps that European

overnments can take —

ut have been reluctant
to in fear of domestic
backlash — to resolve
the supﬂy 1saue swifthy,
The Netherlands, for

security

example, can pump bil-
lions of cubic metres of
extra natural gas across
Europe by increasing
roduction  at _ the

roningen  gas  feld.
Bewilderingly, howey-
er. it is still planning to
tzke the entire operafion
offline next year over
the nsk of minor earth-
guakes in the surround-
ing area and some push-
back from environmen-
talists. Germany can
also increase its fulure
capacity to supply ener-
gy simply by extending
the lifespan of its
nuclear power plants
that are meant 1o come
offline at the end of the
vear. The governing
coalition said it is now
considering this option,
but the Greens — includ-
ing Foreign Minister
Annalena Baerbock —
continue to resist the
move. The party’s
stance on this issue is
somewhat understand-
able - after  all,
Germany’s Green Party
was in large part borne
out of Germany's Cold
War-era anti-nuclear
m o v ¢ m e n [ .
Nevertheless, by block-
ing a relatively straight-
forward and low-risk
solution to a major
problem  facing ihe
nation, 1t risks failing
the test of being a
responsible government
Farr.uer at a time of war,
ess than a vear after its
best-ever election
result Beyond increas-
ing their own produc-

tion capacity by any
means possible,
European nations

should of course also
work on forming new

partnerships. with sup-
pliers  outside  their
region. The global zas
crisis and its impacts are
I%y no means limited 1o
Europe. It is therefore
imperative that Europe
seeks to brning together
the international com-
munity to ¢oordinate
ulobal supply,

When the world last
faced such a major ener-
gy crisis, the Allies had
significant control over
the world’s oil supplies
British Petroleum and
its predecessors, and the
forefathers of the mod-
ern Lnited States energy
majors, controlled most
of the Middle East’s
petroleum at the dawn
of World War I1. Britain

established the
Petroleum Warfare
Department _and  the
Petroleum  Board —

which brought together
all allied emergy firms,
including US ones even
before Pearl Harbor
brought the US into the
conflict directly — to
coordinate supplies for
the war Today, owner-
ship of global energy
supplies 15 far more
diversified. And while
the US has pledged to
use its role as a ligue-
fied natural gas (LNG)
exporier 0 support
Europe, a fire this June
at its flagship liguefica-
tion plant in Freeport,
Texas has seen export
capacity fall by some 17
percent. Thus address-
ing global gas shortages
will require a coming
together of key public
and private players from
across the world 1o
develop a strategy for
this winter.

Inequality and
hunger

eginning on

Ma*_g 34,5 the

Wi
Economic

Forum 15 gath-

ering m Davos,
Switzerland for an in-per-
son meeling, discussing
the global tax system an
financial nelusion,
Thanks 1o protests and
new research, however,
participants. will not be
ahle to avoid the elephant

in the room. the surzing
mequality of wealth dur-
ing the pandemic

As the Institute for

Policy Studies (IPS) and
Inequality.org have docu-
menbed over the last two
yvears of a global pandem-
t¢, billionaire assets have
surped while millions lost
their lives and livelihoods

A new report from
Ofam dramatizes how
hundreds of millions of
Eeupfe around the world
ave slid further into
poverty during this time
perio In & detailed
examination of the food
and apriculture industry,
Orefam found that billion-
gires in that industry saw
their wealth increase by
%382 billion during the
pandemic An emergency
windfall tax on  their
wealth increase alone (to
say nothing of their pre-
pandemic hillions) could
end world hunger and
double the incomes of 545
million small-scale farm-
Brs

In January, an analysis
by the Fight Ineguality
Alliance, Institute for
Policy Studies, Oxfam,
and the Patriotic
Mlilleonaires found that an
annual wealth tax starting
at just 2 percent for those

with more than £5 million,
3 percent for those with
over $530 muillion, and up
to 5 percent for billion-
aires  could  oenerate
upwards of $2 52 tnllion a

ear, That's enough to hift
2.3 hillion pecple out of
poverty, fund vaccines for
everyone in the world, and
deliver universal health-
care and social protections
for all the citizens of low-
and lower-middle-income
countries,

A group of over 150
millionaires released a
strong statement calling
on Davos attendees to face
the dangers of runaway
wealth inequality and
speak out in favor of
national efforts to levy
progressive income and
wealth taxes on the ultra-
wealthy. “The truth i1s that
‘Davos’ doesn’t deserve
the world's trust right
now,” the statement reads,
“For all the countless
hours spent talking about
making the world a better
place, the conference has
produced  little tangmibie
value amidst a torrent of
self-congratulations,”

“Linti participants
acknowledge the simple,
effective solution staring
them in the face — taxing
the rich - the people of the
world will continue to see
their so-called dedication
to fixing the world's prob-
lems as httle more than a
performance.”

The letter is signed by
actor and activist Mark
Ruffalo, as well as 5w

orters of the In Tax We

rust moventent including
Abigail [snev, Morris
Pearl, and Nick Hanauer,
These milliongires deliv-
ered the In Tax We Trust

letter directly to the World
Economic Forfum offices
in New York and Geneva,
and attended pro-taxation
demonstrations ot the out-
skins of the elite com-
pound in Davos itself

As the Instilute for
Policy Studies (IPS) and
Inequality.org have docu-
mented over the last two
vears of a global pandem-
i, billionaire assets have
surged while millions lost
their lives and livelihoods.

A new report from
Oxfam dramahizes how
hundreds of millions of
ﬁeuple around the world

ave shid further into
poverty during this time
period. In a detailed
examinafion of the food
and pgriculture industry,
Oxfam found that billion-
gires in that industry saw
their wealth increase by
£382 billion during the
pandemic. An emergency
windfall tax on ther
wenlth ncrease alone (io
say nothing of their pre-
pandemic Wllions) could
end world hunger and
double the incomes of 343
million small-scale farm-
Brs.

In January, an analysis
by the Fight Inequality
Alliance, Institute for
Policy Studies, Oxfam,
and = the Patriotic
Millionaires found that an
annual wealth tax starting
at just 2 percent for those
with more than 55 million,
3 percent for those with
over 550 million, and up
to 5 percent for billion-
aires  could penerate
upwards of $2.52 trillion a

ear. That's enough to lift
2.3 billion people out of
poverty, fund vaccines for
everyone in the world
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OIC Secretary-General lays
wreath at J&K Monument
in Muzaffarabad

MUZAFFARABAD
The Secretary-General of
the Organization of
[slamic _ Cooperation,
Hissein Brahim Taha,
today, laid a wreath at the
Jamimu and  Kashmir
Monumeni in
Muzaffarabad, built in
memory of the Kashmiri
martyrs and their strug-

e

The OIC chief, who
was on a visit to Azad
Jammu  and Kashmir
along with his delegation,
paid his respects and
offered Fateha for the
martyrs who sacrificed
their lives for the

Kashmir cause.

. This is the first country
visit  of the OIC
Secretary-General,
Hissein Brahim Taha,
since assuming office in
November 2071

The Muslim world
body always raised voice
against the Indian atroci-
ties in HOJK and support-
ed the rnight to self-deter-
mination of Kashmins as
per LN resolutions.

In the 48th session of
the OIC Council of
Foreign Ministers (CFM)
held in lslamabad in
March this year, the
Muslim world body had

adopted a joint action
Elan on Kashmir issue
Inder the plan, the QIC
countries agreed to raise
the Kashmir dispute in
their bilateral engapge-
ments with India and
underscore respect for the
fundamental human
nghts of the Kashmin
people, as well as lend
support to monitor human
rights violations in the
HOJK.On May 16, 2022
the O General
Secretariat  expressed
deep concern over India’s
attempts to redraw the
electoral boundaries of
the HOJK altenng INP

Being Shehbaz Sharif’s
son-in-law was my only
fault, says Imran Ali Yusuf

LONDON: Imran Al
Yusuf, a son-in-law of
Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, and the
one who won the
defamation case against
Datly Mail. said on
Sunday that the news-
paper published fake
news W}}EVI there WHS_EL
reign of oppression in
Paﬁstan onp gunday

“The news published
against Shehbaz Sharif
was fully planned
Being Shehbaz Sharif’s
son-m-law, 1 was alzo
drageed into it,” he
stated.

“The false and base-
less allegations could
not be proved The
newspaper [then| apol-
ogised and removed the
[take] news from its
website,” he added

“We have a real
estate business. [kram
Naveed bought the

property from us, Lingil
then, we knew not
whether Tkram
Naveed's 1'|:1n;:-r|_n:H-'1 Wis
legal or illegal. There is
no culture 1n Pakistan
of ingquiring into ong
person’s money,” he
emphasised

“After three years,
[kram Maveed was
arrested on the orders

LAHORE: Vice Chancellor of S

of Shehbaz Shanf. If 1
had a connivance with
him, why would he
have been arrested,” he
pointed out.

“When the mgquiries
agammst Thram Naveed
were initiated, his cor-
ruption was revealed.
The credit of his arrest

goes to Shehbaz
Sharif,” he stated
“Thkram Maveed

bought properties from
40 to 41 bulders. T was
one of those who sold
him |\I:brtl]:u:‘lz‘tll:::s. My
only fault was that I
was Shehbaz Shanf’s

son-in-law,” he
dL‘J:llurcd_ -
“The MNational

Acecountability  Bureau
(NAB) has reached an
agreement with every-
oneg, but our money still
lies in the account. It 1s
clear who were
involved in this matter
I will grab them by the
necks on the Day of
Judgment,” he added
“For the first time in
history, a British news-
Ba er has apologised to
akistan’s prime minis-
ter. This apology has
endorsed the integrity
of Shehbaz Sharif,™ he
stressed
“I have a long rela-

= TT—

tionship with Barrister
Waheedur Rehman., |
had a blind faith in him
that he would fight my
case on ment. Waheed
asked for all the evi-
dence before fighting
the case and took the
case after bemng satis-
fied,” Imran Al Yusuf
clammed.

“As soon as the case
started, the Daily Mail
started offering a settle-
ment out of the court.
We rejected three or
four of thewr offers, but
then agreed on some
conditions,” he added.

“It was very pamnful
to be falsely accused
The entire govemnment
of Imran Khan was
looking for something
agamst the Shant fami-
ly. He will have to
answer to Allah for the
pain he caused us,” he
averred.

It is to be noted here
that Pakistan Tehreek-
g-Insaf (PTI} removed
Waheedur Rehman
from the post of Deputy
Secretary of PTIs
Office of International
Chapters (OIC) for rep-
resenting Prime
Minister Shehbaz
Sharif’s son-in-law in
the Daily Mail case INP

haheed Zulfigar Ali Bhutio Medical
University, Prof Tanveer Khaliq giving a degree to student during 1st
Convocation 2022 of Shaikh Khalifa Layved Al-Nahyvan Medical and
Dental College in Provincial Capital.

CTD arrest honey-trapping
gang from Korangi, led

_ KARACHI CTD
nvestigation eam amest-
ed woman from Korang
leading a gang involved
in honey trap on Sunday

An investigation team
of the Counter Terrorism
Department (CTD)
arrested the ringleader of
Shanno Gang in a raid in
Korangi 2 172 duping cit-
izens on telephone and
abduct them  to  take
munc&f. In-charge CTD
Chaudhry Safdar said.

“Three fake CTD offi-
cials, namely Sajjad,
Arbaz and Salman, have
also been arrested with
accused Shanno,” CTD
official said,

“The woman used to
befriend  citizens on
phone to trap them and
invite her victim to a spe-
cific place under a plan,
when three fake officials
raid the spot, keeping
their wvictim  detaine
blackmailing them an
allow them to leave after

by woman

getting heavy amounts
tom them,” CTD official
highlighting the modus
operandi of the gang said.

“The g,ung blackmailed
a citizen and made him to
coll u(p Rs. two lac ini-
tially,” CTD official said.
“The accused were arrest-
ed when they returned to
receive remaining seven
lac from their victiim,” he
said.

Chaudhry Safdar
appealed to general pub-
lic to point out the black-
mailers involved in such
practice,

“The accused have
besn :!amlzled : over ;IU
olice for beial procesd-
s 2 TB

ngs,” official
HE[%Dd.

In Movember a resident
of Safoora in Karachi was
duped in female voice

to reach Kashmore

and get abducted, family

members told police in an
application,

unaid Qamar, a secu-

rity guard, was called to
Kashmore on Seplember
24 and abducted for ran-
som, the mother of the
abductee told police in
her plea“The gang
blackmailed a citizen
and made him to cough
up Rs. two lac initially,”
“TD official said “The
accused were arrested
when they returned 1o
receive remaining seven
lac from their victim,
he said Chaudhry
Safdar appealed to gen-
eral public to point out
the blackmailers
involved in such prac-
tice“The accused have
I:ser_n ][]anlciedlover :-IU
olice for legal proceed-
Frag&," '[‘Tf) official
added.In MNovember a
resident of Safoora in
Karachi was duped in
female wvoice call to
reach Kashmore and get
abducted, family mem-
bers told police in an
application. INP

LAHORE: Students throwing th

e

eir caps in the air durin

g Ist Eom’ucaiun 2022

of Shaikh Khalifa Zayed Al-Nahyan Medical and Dental College.

ECC approves
agenda items relating to
Reko Diq Project

ISLAMABAD The
Economic Coordination
Committee (ECC) has approvesd
two important agenda items
related to Reko Dig project,
paving the way for early start of
the Reko Dig Project.

The meeting of the committee
was held on” Sunday  virlually
with Finance Minister Ishag Dar
in the chair.

Ministry of Energy submitted
a summary on accrued interest
with respect to the amount held
in an escrow account in connec-
tion with the Reko Dig Project
dispute settlement.

L was presented that govemn-
ment of Pakistan and Provincial
Government of Baluchistan
entered into an out-of-court dis-

ute settlement with Tethyan

“opper C'Dml]zun}' Pt Limited in
respect of Reko Dig Copper
Gold Project in Chaghai district
of Baluchistan.

As per settlement terms,
Government of Pakistan has to
clear liabilities to Antofagasta
PLC

In the light of the terms of
agreed settlement, the ECC
allowed Finance Division to
direct GHPL, OGDCL and PPL
to deposit the aggregate amount
of interest to the sum of
22,718,173 dollars in the escrow
account from March 31, 2022 to
December 15, 2022

The ECC further allowed
Finance Division to arrange the
interest pavable for GoB's share

amounting 1o 8,519,314 dollars
from the loan of 63 billion
ruﬁr:es already raised by the
GHPL with the GoP guarantee.
The ECC also considered and
ﬂapmved a proposal of Finance
ivision through a summary on
funding plan of Government of
Pakistan  for  share  of
Government of As per setflement
terms, Government of Pakistan
has to clear [liahilities to
Antofagasta PLC.In the light of
the terms of agreed settlement,
the ECC allowed Finance
Division to  direct GHPL,
OGDCL and PPL to deposit the
a#gl‘ﬁgiﬂﬁ amount of interest o
the sum of 22,718,173 dollars in
the escrow account from March
31,2022 to December INP

Partly cloudy weather

ISLAMABAD: Partly
cloudy weather expecied n
most parts of the country. Light
ram hght snow over hills s
likely at isolated places in
FPF“ Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
iilgit Baltistan and Kashmir
Fogey conditions are also like-
ly over plain areas of Punjab
and wpper Sindh dunng morn-
ing hours, Temperatures of
some major cities recorded on
Sunday, Islamabad five degree
centigrade, Lahore fourteen,
Karachi nineteen, Peshawar
mine, Cuetta four, Gilgit two,
Murree three and
Muzaffarabad eight degree
centigrade.

According to Met Office

expected

forecast for Indian [legally
Occupied Jammu and Eashmir,
cloudy weather with chances of
light " rain and snow 15 in
Srinagar, Leh, Pulwama,
Anantnag, Shopian and
Baramula while partly cloudy
and fogey weather 10 Jammu
during morning
huur&chmpcratum recorded;
Srinagar two degree centi-
grade. Jammu nine, Leh minus
eight, Pulwama =zero and
Ananatnag, Shoman  and
Baramula one degree centi-
grade Light rain (hght snow
over hills) is likely at isolated
laces in upper  Khyber
akhtunkhwa, northwest
Balochistan, Gilgt Baltistan

Smuggling
crystal meth
attempt foiled

KARACHL:  The Anti-Narcot
sunday foiled an attempt to smu

Australia and London via a loca

located in Korangi.

the parcels was 27 kg, and the d

clothes. The parcels were booke i
Australia. Anti-Narcotic Force has filed a case against
the smuggler under the anti-narcotics act and started an

investigation into the matter,

Earlier on August 3, the ANF seized three kg of crys-

tal iee from an Afehan national at

der in Chaman, The Anti-Narcotic Force durnng a rou-
tine checking at the Pak-Afighan border recovered three
kg of crystal ice from an Afghan national named

Imaraddin,

The accused was trying to smuggle narcotics to
Pakistan from Afghanistan via the Chaman border, the
Anti-Narcotic Force officials said. A case was regis-
tered against the Afghan national under the anti-nar-

cotics act. INP

An ANF spuk?_}xrsun told that the total weight of

ic Force (ANF) on
g;Ta]e erystal meth to
carmier company

rus was soaked into
for London and

the Pak-Afithan bor-

and Kashmir, said Met office
on Sunday. [t said that a shal-
low westerly wave is present
over the western & upper parts
of the country and likely to per-
s1st in upper parts during the
next 36 hours,

Meanwhile, partly
cloudy/cold weather is also
expected 1n most parts of the
country tomorrow (Monday ).
Rain (hight snow over hlls) is
likely at isolated places in the
Pothohar region, upper Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, north

Balochistan, Gilgit Baltistan
and Kashmir. Fopgy conditions
are likely over plain areas of
Punjab and upper Sindh during
morning hours INP
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PESHAWAR: A-:l.'nmnn vendor is Elli
Jinnah Park and waiting for customers in Provincial Capital.

TEVTA/MG JW Automobile
signed agreement to reinforce
local industry in Pakistan

Benazir Shaheed
Hall inaugurated

LAHORE @ Speaker Mational
Aszsembly Raja Pervaiz Ashraf on
Sunday  inaugurated  Benazir
Shaheed Hall and office of the
Pakistan Peoples Party Central
Punjab Secretariat Incharge here at
Muodel Town.

PPP Central Punjab General
Secretary Syed Hassan Murtaza

sccompanied him.
The Speaker lawded Hassan

Murtaza for his dedication, efforts
and work for the beautification of
PPP Pumjab Secretanat and said
that s services would bealways
remembered. Several party work-
ers were also present on the occa-
sion NP

MOQM-P alleges
WASA failed to
operate drainage
system
HYDERABAD: The Muttahida

Chaumi Movement-Pakistan
}MQM-P] Hyderabad chapter
eader and MPA Rashid Khilji has

blamed Water and Samitation
Agency (WASA) for ternbly fail-
mE,_ 1o operate the drainage system
which has resulted in overflowing
sewage n many parts of the City
and Latifabad talukas,

In & statement Khilp said the
urban areas had been made a cen-
ter of mumerous civic problems,
making the lives of ordinary peo-
ple miserable

He held the allegedly corrupt
officers and staff of WASA respon-
sible for the plight of the citizens
who had to wade through sewage
poodles every day.

He requested the Sindh Local
Government Minister and Director
General ot Hyderabad
Development Authority (HDA) to
pay attention to the serious issues
of water supply and sanitation INP

Khairpur police arrest 20
suspects in operation
against Kacha dacoits

KHAIRPUR: Durning an opera-
tion against the dacoits of Kacha
area, Khairpur police arrested 20
suspects, meluding the alleged
facilitators of the dacoits, and
shifted them to an unknown loca-
tion on Sunday.

The police of Babarloi, Priyalu
and Pir Goth participated i the
Khairpur operation.

“An operation has been camed
out against the criminals and rob-
bers in Kacha area,” Semior
Superintendent of Police (S5P)
Rohal Khoso said )

“There are hideouts of dacoits in
Kacha area of Khairpur,” he said

“The Kacha area will be cleared
From the dacoits,” he vowed INP

ng bangles alongside a road at

11,000 candidates
appear in KU
entrance test for
admission-2023

KARACHI: Over 11,000 candidates participat-
ed in the entrance test conducted for the admis-
sion to University of Karachi for the year 2023,

The test was organized for admission in Doctor
of Pharmacy, Doctor of Physical Therapy, BE. BS
and BEd (Hons) program. Students and their par-
ents were transported from the entrance gates to
the examination centers through points buses.

As many as 28 examination centers have been
cstablished in various departments of the
University of Karachi for the entrance test.

Vice-Chancellor Prof. Dr. Khalid Mahmood-

Iragi visited various examin

ation centers and

expressed satisfaction over the arrangements.
Help desks have been set up at vanous spots in
the university to guide the candidates and their
parents appearing for the entrance test. INP

Pak-China SEZ collaboration to boost
Pakistan’s economy: Chairman SEZA

ISLAMABAD: At the
critical moment when
Pakistan's economy is
passing through an era
of stagflation, SEZs are
significant for shaping
Pakistan's new ‘indus-
trial identity’, under
which Pakistan is sup-
posed to stand side by
side with Chinese com-
panies to embark on
confemporary  economic
plgrleq:ls

his was stated by
5.M. Naveed, Chairman,
Special Economig Lones
Authority ASEZA),
Punjab in & interview
with China Economic
Netl (CEN)

The global experience
suggests that 5EZs are
an important source for
diversification of the
economy, reduction in
regiong disparifies,
clustering of economic
activies Tor comple-

mentarity  generation
with |ocal industries,
skill development of

local labour force, trans-
fer of technology and
dissemination of know-
how, attraction of local
and foreign  direct
investment especially in
the  under-privileged
regions, he sand

he chairman added
that ning SEZs under

CPEC would be a life-
time  opportumty  for
Pakistani companies to
collaborate with Chinese
companies for the devel-
opment of export-onent-
ed manufacturing sec-
tors. It will also enable
firms to cluster and tap
the benefits of external
economies, and will thus
provide an opportunity
to put domestic indus-
tries on a higher learning
curve.He believes that
SEZs under CPEC have
the potential to enhance
roductivity, integrate
akistan  with  global
value chains and revive
its manufacturing indus-

try in the long run Chin
“The development of
SEZs must be aimed at

a to strengthen its

security legislation.™
Over the past few

improving the overall decades, China has
business climate in the experienced the largest
economic expansion of

countri. This can be
done through improved
infrastructure and trade
facilitation to  attract
investment from_ foreign
and domestic firms in
the zones™ he further
mentioned, “it 15 also
important to note that
Pakistan has a weak

any

legal regime, which is  wort
also a major hurdle to Chin
attract foreign invest- lion
ment in the country that

[n this regard,
Pakistan can learn Trom

country 1n history,

larzely as a result of iis
efforts to
develop SEZs.

~ “China has made an
ineredible
establishing SEfs
achieve remarkable eco-
nomic growth, It s

launch and

triumph 0
o

h mentioning that
a emploved 30 mil-
workforce in SEZs
have brought down

inequalities and alleviat-
ed povetty."INP

ISLAMABAD: TEVTA develop new inevitably  contributle
Muhammad Mamoon education and traiming  greatly to the develop-
laffar Tarar, Chairperson  courses in electric vehi-  ment of automotive tech-
of the Technical cles It can be predicted nology, vocational train-
Educational _and that the cooperation ing and employment in
Vocational Training  between both sides will Punjab and the country

Authority (TEVTA] an

Zhang lianmin, CEO of
MG W Automobile
Pakistan Ltd signed a
strategic  cooperation
agreement, which marks
a new chapter in the
development of
Pakistan’s automotive
mdustry and automotive
rofessional  training,
iwadar Pro reported on
Sunday. )

On the occasion, Tarar
lauded and thanked MG
for bringing new high-
tech products and new

rowth momentum to
the Pakistani automotive
industry,

He highlighted that
the cooperation between
the two parties would
inevitably  contnbute
greally to the develop-
ment of automotive tech-
nology, vocational train-
g and emplovment in
Punpab and the country
as a whole. Zhang said
that the MG plant has
been completed and has
obtained the production
L11|-a||ﬁcatmn issued b
the government, and will
soon enter formal pro-
duction, which requires
a large number of skilled
WOrKers,

He expressed his
pleasure at reaching a
strategic cooperation
agreement with TEVTA
at this juncture and
receiving imely support
in. the recruitment of
staff, which lays an
important manpower
foundation for the subse-
guent mass production
of the plant.

“MG could use its
expertise in the automo-
tive sector, _Espr:cmllg in
electric vehicles, to help

be a win-win situation,”
added Zhang. With a cen-
tury-long history, MG
Avtomobile established
a joint venture with local
efiterprise W Group in
September 2020 and
started selling the HS
CBU model in Pakistan
im January 2021, becom-
ing the market leader in
the local market seu-
ment. )

TEVTA is the largest
vocational and techmieal
education institution in
Pakistan, with 450 train-
ing Facilities and 150
permanent courses, The
strategic  cooperation
between the two sides
will inject fresh momen-
tum into Pakistan’s auto-
motive developmentOn
the occasion, Tarar laud-
ed and thanked MG for
bringing new high-tech
products and ~ new

rowth momentum to
the Pakistani automotive
mdusnjﬁ_ _

He highhighted that

the cooperation between
the two parties would

a5 8 wholeZhang sad
that the MG plant has
been completed and has
abtamed the production
ualification issued b;,'
the government, and will
soon enter formal pro-
duction, which requires
a large number of skilled
workers. 2

He expressed his
pleasure at reaching a
strategic  cooperation
agreement with TEVTA
at  this  juncture and
receiving timely suppornt

in the recruiiment of
staff, which lays an
important _ manpower

foundation for the subse-
quent mass production
of the plant,

*MG could use s
expertise in the automo-
tive sector, especially in
electric vehicles, to help
TEVTA develop new
education and training
courses 1n electric vehi-
cles. It can be predicted
that the cooperation
between both sides will
be a win-win situation,”
added Zhang INP
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Govt should focus on innovative solutions to resolve
housing shortage: Aleem Khan

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Vision Group Abdul Aleem Ehan has said that the government needs innovative
and creative housing solutions to bridge the gap of rising housing shortage and stressed that the government
should amend building byelaws to encourage innovative constructions as current building laws were a major
hurdle in vertical growth, which is the Tfuture need of the country,

He smid that the condition of real estate 15 the yardstick to judge the growth of a country as when real estate
prows the countrz grows and when the real estate 15 in slump, it means that the economy is in trouble.

Abdul Aleem Khan stated this while addressing as Chief Guest at the Awards Distribution ceremony of the
st International Housing EXPO 22 organized by Ministry of Housing & Works in collaboration with
Islamabad Chamber of Commerce & Industry at Jinnah Convention Centre, Islamabad from December 8-11,
2022, which ended on a high note, ) i ) )

The Chairman_ Vision Group said that Dobai has achieved historic development in the last 20 years by
encouraging vertical growth in construction and said that Dubai should be the role model for Pakistan,

Aleem Khan said that Abu Dhabi, Sha?‘a. Qatar etc. have achieved great economic growth by focusing on
the construction industry and said that Pakistan needs a vision to promote the construction industry to revive
its economy as this industry boosts the growth of roughly 100 allied industries. He appreciated the Ministry of
Housing & Works and [CCT for urgﬁnmn'gr such a wonderful housing expo

Speaking at the occasion, President Islamabad Chamber of Commerce & Industry (ICCI) Ahsan Zafar

ﬂr-ﬁ_ier__'i.\. and the Furpom: of nrganiz':_:&g the Expo wis to provide them a good platform to market their {am.iem:..
e said that the Expo has also provided the people an excellent opportunity 1o see the housing products of lat-
eat trends that help them in building smart and energy efficient houses.

Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari said that the Expo has come up with very sood recommendations during breakout
sessions to provide shelter to all and hoped that the government would consider 1rnplemennn§| them to provide
affordable housing options to low-income people. He thanked the platinum, diamond and gold partners and all
the exhibitors for making the Expo a successful event He also thanked the Ministry of Housing & Works for
parmering with ICCI to organize the 1st International Housing Expo in these tough economic conditions,

Secretary Ministry of Housing & Works, Iftikhar Al Shallwani said that oreanizing the 15t International
Housing Expa in the current difficult economic times was a great challenge and thanked ICCI for joining hands
to.make it a successful venture He said that the housing and construction industry has a vital role in the devek
opment of the economy and vowed that this Expo would be made an annual feature of the Ministry.

The first exclusive award was given to Ch. Abdul Rauf, Chairman, Fair Group, From the platinum partners,
the top five awards recipients included Grana.com, Gandhara City, Star World, Star Marketing, Fair Deal
Marketing.. From diamond partners, the top five award recipients included Taj Residencia, Movida, KK
Enterprises, Property Enclave and Crescent Lake Tower. From gold parters, the top five award recipients
included AMS Group, Amar Builders, Gulberg Mall, R. Power, Chawla Aluminum. The awards were given to
various other categories including exhibitors and universities, INP

NA Speaker for all political
parties to get united for
resolution of national issues

LAHORE: Speaker Mational Assembly Raja
Pervaiz Ashraf on Sunday urged all political parties to
get united at a platform o resolve the issues being
Faced by the country. )

Talk|n¥ to media after hawn& breakfast at the resi-
dence of Pakistan Peoples Party Central Punjab
Gieneral Secretary Syved Hassan Murtaza here, he said
that unity was the only way 1o move the country
ahead ) T _

Raja Pervaiz Ashraf said that only parliament could
provide solution to the problems of nation, adding
that uncertainty developed in case of neglecting the
F_arlla.mcm, so all members should come into the par-
iament to represent their constituencies.

He said the incumbent government should com-
plete its constitutional tenure like the previous gov-
emnments did. He said it was responsibility of all : 11 :
rn]lt::nl parties to be united to tackle the challenges  plete its constitutional tenure like the previous gov-
veing faced by the country and the parliament was the  ernments did. He said it was responsibility of all
only forum where solutions to the 1ssues of the coun- Evhnca] parties to be umited to tackle the challenges
try could be discussed and finalized. ) eing taced by the country and the parliament was the

The Speaker said that like legislation, the imple- only forum where sclutions to the 1ssues of the coun-
mentation of laws was also responsibility of the par-  try could be discussed and finalized
ties. He said that Stﬂhl]_l‘?' was also important in the The Speaker said that like legislanon, the imple-
national politics. He said there were some rules and mentation of laws was also responsibility of the par-
regulations for accepting the resignations in the ties. He said that stabi I_IEJ' was also important in the
assembly as the law said a resignation should not be  national politics. He said there were some rules and
regulations for accepting the resignations in the
assembly as the law said a resignation should not be
accepted iF it was presented in pressure [NP

Bakhtawari said that many big plavers of the housing and construction sector are developing good housing
R i a

elections in the country, He said the opposition was
equally important for the country, adding that assem-
blies should complete their constitutional tenure.
Speaker National Assembly Raja Pervaiz Ashraf on
Sunday urged all polincal parties to get umited &t a
platform to resolve the issues being faced by the
country o ) )
Talking to media after having breakfast at the resi-
dence of Pakistan Peoples #arly Central Punjab
General Secretary Syed Hassan Murtaza here, he said
that umity was the only way to move the country
ahead Raja Pervaiz Ashraf said that only parliameni
could provide solution to the problems of nation,
adding that uncertainty developed in case of neglect-
ing the parliament, so all members should come into
thni_]purllumcnt to represent therr constituencies
e said the imcumbent government should com-

RAWALPINDI: Members of Kashmir Community shouting slogans during protest in favor of
their demands outside press club in the city.

Ef;:“;‘;ﬁ:ﬁ;ﬂ Sindh police granted
l [ ]
3-day physical remand

with Pakistan ;
Army of Azam Swati

accepted if it was presented in pressure.
Raja Pervaiz Ashraf said that Imran Khan should
participate in the legislation, if he wanted transparent

. KARACHL The ctiens of Karachi | 1S AMABAD: The judicial  Sentor Azam Swati and quish | Lccrnational Daraz, Visa collaborate to
Jé‘ﬁﬁ{’f'.'{feﬂ.?hTiﬁeﬁﬁk%ﬁsﬁfﬁﬁ12?.5 magistrate in Qambar remanded  all the five FIRs registered | Mountain day & 4
Sler el et EJ,.NE;?:::;;Y Azm Swati in sginshminthepouince [ ghserved provide relief goods to 4,000

defence and prosperity of country.
_According to details, hundreds of
citizens sta%ed a rally from Drigh
Road to Kala Pull, expressing their
solidarity with Pakistan Army and
admiring the sacrifice rendered for
defence and prosperity of country.
The participants, carrying Pakistani
flags and banners inscribed with soli-
danty slogans, and gave rich tnbutes
to armed forces and chanted slogans in
favour of Pakistan Army
The speakers also, in their address,
strongly condemned the handful of
elements for making wrong statements
against defence officials. “We are
proud of our Army which has protect-
ed the borders of motherland and has
given relief to the rest of people of
country,” they added INF

Grenade attack on
former minister
Haji Javed’s house in
Peshawar

PESHAWAR: Unidentified men
have hurled a hand grenade on former
provincial minister Haji Javed's house
in Peshawar

Police told the media that a grenade
was hurled by unidentified men on the
rooftop  of former minister Haji
Javed’s house in the Gulbahar neigh-
bourhood of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP) capital. The assailants managed
to flee from the scene, )

Fortunately, the grenade did not
blow on the maﬁ:}f. The Bomb
Disposal Squad (BDS) was sum-
moned to the scene whose personnel
defused the grenade. ;

Police said a search operation was
started in the area to arrest the cul-
prits.INP

Rider killed after
his bike falls off

flyover in Lahore

LAHORE: A biker died in a road-
side accident after his bike fell from a
Muslim Town flyover while taking a
turn towards Wihdat Road in Lahore
on Sunday. ) ) )

According to police, biker Samih's
head hit the road badly which resulted
his sudden death

The deceased was a resident of
Nagsha Stop. Police have shifted the
body 1o the mortuary,

It 1% pertinent o mention here thal
the boundary wall of the flyover is too
short and there 15 no protective il
installed on the boundary. INIP

Imran Khan
congrats Morocco
for reaching
FIFA WC semis

LAHORE: PTI Chairman and [or-
mer prime minister Imran Khan has
congratulated Moroceo soccer beam
for qualifying for the FIFA World Cup
semi-finals. ~

"Congratulations to Morocco on
their victory over Portugal to reach the
Football World Cup semi-finals. First
time an Arab, African and a Muslim
team has reached a FIFA World Cup
sermi final. Wishing them success in
the semi final and beyond," the former
premier said in the tweet INP

Polling continuing for
local govt elections
in Hab, Lasbela

HUB/LASBELA: The voting
En}cess is continuing for the loc
ody elections in districts of Hab and
Lasbela of Ralochistan ;

The El}llmg started at 8am to contin-
ve till Spm.

The authorities have set up 126
Eullln : stations in the district, declared
2 polling stations most sensitive, and
63 sensitive in Hub district. There are
135,620 registered voters in the dis-
trict. In Lashela, as many 130 polling
stations have been established. There
are 136,703 polling stations in the dis-
trict INP

unday.

Azam Swati 15 facing a8 num-
ber of cases after he posted
objectionable statements
against institutions on the social
media site Twitter. )

Police presented Swati before
the judicial magistrate and civil
judge and pleaded for physical
remand of the PTI leader upon
which the judicial magistrate
oranted three-day physical
remand

During the appearance belore
the court, strict securily meéas-
ures were adopted and captur-
|r_|E_ photos or videos was pro-
hibited PT1 Senator Saif LUllah
Abro and PTI lawvers were also
present outside the court

On  December 9, the
Balochistan High Court ordered
the police to release PTI

order, Swati was taken into cus-
tody by the Sindh police and
flew to Karachi. The senator is
also facing a number of cases in
Sindh. Swati was arrested last
month. It was the second time
that the senator was taken into
custody by the FIA in less than
two months over controversial
tweets about senior milita
leaders. PT1 Senator Saif Lilla
Abro and PTI lawyers were also
present outside the coun

On  December 9, the
Balochistan High Court ordered
the police to release PTI
Senator Azam Swati and quash
all the five FIRs registered
against him in the province.

Soon_ after the BHC release
order, Swati was taken into cus-
tody by the Sindh police and
flew to Karachi INP

Raja Pervaiz invites PTI
back to Parliament

LAHORE! Mational Assembly
Speaker Raja Pervaiz Ashraf has
invited Pakistan Tehreck-e-Insaf
_L]'-'Tlf to retumn to Parliament, say-
ing they cannot move forward by
ignoring parlizmentarians.

While speaking to the media in
Lahore on Sunday, Raja Pervaiz
appealed (o the [pam::.r. to retumn Lo
the Pariiament for the sake of eco-
nomic stability because the solu-
tion to challenges facing the coun-
try lies there

He cannot de-seat any member

of the assembly until he is satis-
fied, therefore he asked the PTI
members o come back to the
assembly and i)ammpalﬁ. .
. He added the opposition is as
impottant as the government in
the assembly. “Being a speaker |
would like that every assembly
completes its tenure.” he reiterat-
ed Earlier Raja Pervaiz Ashraf
inaugurated Benazir Shaheed Hall
and office of the Pakistan Peoples
Party Central Punjab Secretanat
Incharge here alt Model Town

PPP Central Punjab General
Secretary Syed Hassan Murtaza
accompanied him

The Speaker lauded Hassan
Murtaza for his dedication, efforts
and work for the beautification of
PPP Punjab Secretariat and said
that his services would bealways
remembered. Several pary work-
ers were also present on the occa-
sion

While speaking to the media in
Lahore on Sunday, Raja Pervaiz
appealed to the parties to return to
the Parliament for the sake of eco-
nomic stability because the solu-
tion to challenges facing the coun-
try lies there

He cannot de-seat any member
of the assembly until He 15 satis-
fied. therefore he asked the PTI
members to come back to the
assembly and Fart]c:]patga._ )
 He added the opposition is as
important as the govemment in
the assembly “Being a speaker 1
would like that every assembly
completes its tenure.” TNP

Ending his 4-year exile,
PM’s son Suleman returns
Pakistan

ISLAMABAD/ LAHORE:
Ending his four-year exile, Pnime
Minister Shehbaz Sharnif’s son
Suleman Shehbaz has armived in
Pakistan in the wee hours of
Sunday )

Prime Mimister Shehbar wel-
comed his son at the door of their
house and garlanded him. Suleman
touched his father’s knees in
respect and then the father and son
embraced each other

PML-N leader Atta Ullah Tarar
was also present on the occasion.
Suleman refurned to Pakistan from
Saudi Arabia via Saudi Asrlines
Flight 8% 726 which landed at
Islamabad Awrport at 1:20am from
where e flew 1o Lahore.

Suleman, who 15 facing money
laundering charges, has got protec-
tive bail from the Islamabad High
Court.

The lslamabad High Court has
barred Mational Accountability
Bureau (NAB) and Federal

Quetta: Students of Hara Public High School Quetta preseting a tableau on the peea-

sion of anneal ceremony.

Investigation Agency (FIA) from
taking Suleman into custody from

the airpart

Suleman 15 wanted to NAB m
assets bevond means case
Suleman, who was declared

absconder i a money laundering
case and was staying in London
with his family since 2018, con-
tended before the IHC through his
lawver Amjad Parvez that he
wanted to retum home to face the
cases agamst him, praying the
court to grant him protective bail
for two weeks,

A court had declared Suleman
Shehbaz and Tahir Nagvi abscon-
ders in July this vear in a money
laundering case apainst them

A two-|udge IHC bench, headed
by Chief Justice Aamer Farpog
and Justice Sardar Ejaz Ishaqg
khan, also ordered Suleman
Shehbaz to surrender before the
‘l:ﬁ%rt by December 13 (Tuesday),

ISLAMABAD
International  Mountain
Day was celebrated on
Sunday across the globe
to increase public aware-
ness of the wvalue ol
maountains to both life and
climate.

The United Nations
General Assembly estab-
lished Imternational
Mountain Day to recog-
nize the importance of
mountains. Every year,
this Day is observed with
a specific theme and
theme of this wvear is
“Women Move
Mountains.”
~ Women play a key role
in mountains' _enviromn-
mental protection  and
social  and  economic
development. They are
often the primary man-
agers o mountain
resources, wuardians of
biodiversity, keepers of
traditional  knowledge,
custodians of local cul-
ture, angd experts in fradi-
tional medicine.

In his message on the
occasion, Chiel” Mimster
Gilgit Baltistan Khalid
Khurshid said  Gilgit
Baltistan is gifted with
uncountable natrual
resources including the
would highest Mountains
and peaks. He said these
mountains are not only
the centre of antraction for
tourists across the world
but also a nch source of
water [NP

AJK covered in
blanket of snow

MUZAFFARABAD
Snow blanketed many
vallcg of Azad lammu
and Kashmir (AJK) on
Sunday causing the tem-
perature to plummet.

Rain and snow contin-
ued for a second consecu-
five day with the scemc
Neelum Valley and its
adjoining areas receiving
intermittent  rain _ on
Saturday, due to which
the intensity of cold
increased

In many areas of the
autonomous region, the
temperatures fcﬁl below
the freezing point, forcing
people to take out their
warm  clothes  The
Pakistan Meteorological
Department (PMD) has
Rredlc:ted that

Auzatfarabad, the capital
of AJK will receive snow-
fall ar different times,
while other upper areas
may met light showers
dunng the dayvRain and
snow continued for a sec-
ond consecutive day with
the scenic Neelum Valley
and its adjoining areas
receiving intermittent rain
on Saturday, due to which
the intensity of cold
increased. In - many  areas
of the autonomous region,
the temperatures  fell
below the freezing INP

flood-hit families

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan's leading
online marketplace Daraz and globa
card payment service Visa pooled
their resources to provide reliet goods
to 4,000 flood-hit famihes

According 1o Gwadar Pro on
Sunday, the e-commerce company
said that “Daraz and Visa leveraged
their long-term partnership by active-
ly partn:_[patmg] in flood relief efforts
in Pakistan™ The twe companies
pooled their resources to assist flood
victims through the Daraz platform
As part of the collaboration, Visa
allocated Rs 22 million to procure
items from the Daraz marketplace.
Daraz managed logistical operations
to arrange items at the cost price from
its seller network

It handled the logsties quickly,
ensuring that all procured items were
gathered from respective warehouses
and delivered on time, Daraz sad

In addition, Daraz worked with var-
1ous. humanitarian organisations,
leading flood relief drives across
Pakistan to distribute these items to
over 4,000 famihes, 1t sad

Daraz is owned by China’s Alibaba
Group. The company operates in a
number of South Asian countries

Pakistan recently expenenced
severe flooding caused by heavy

monsoon rains, which washed away
villages and left millions in need of
immediate life-saving assistance, as
well as an increased nsk of infections
and drowning, Daraz said. INP

Quetta:Provinecial President of Pakistan Muslim League Balochistan Jamal

shah addressing the really.

PTI all set to hold
Karachi rallies to demands
early elections

KARACHI: | _
(PTI) has decided to hold rallies in
Karachi to mount pressure on the incum-
bent povernment regarding the demand
for transparent and early elections

According to detaifts, the Pakistan
Tehreck-e-Insaf (PTIT) has launched
‘glection karae mulk bacho (Hold elec-
nons and save country) movement in
Karachi in g bid to mount pressure on
the incumbent government

In a statement, the party has also
izsued the schedule of rallies in Karachi

Rallies will be held in all the con-
stituencies of Karachi, starting from
today Sunday, it added. The areas
imcluded Model Town, Manghopir,
Mominabad, Gulshan-e-lgbal, Safora
Chowrangi, Hyden Market and Saddar

The protests will be attended by party
organizers, former members of national
and provincial assembly. Candidates in
the local povernment (LG elections and
woorkers will also be a part of the move-
ment.

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insal

Earlier n the day, Former (ederal
minister and Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
{]I;'I‘Ir leader Fawad Chaudhry asserted
that the party would return to parliament
if the incumbent government announces
date of general elections

Speaking to a media channel former
federal mimister noted that his party’s
only demand 15 immediate and transpor-
ent elections, adding that the PTI would
refurn Lo parliament if the government
announces elections.

Fawad Chaudhry further said that his
party was ready to hold talks with the
povernment if only the election date 15
announced Rallves will be held in all the
constituencies of Karachi, starting from
today Sunday, it added. The areas
included Model Town, Manghaopir,
Mominabad, Gulshan-e-lIgbal, Satora
Chowrangi, Hyden Market and Saddar

The protests will be attended by party
organizers, former members of national
and provincial ﬁss&mblii] Candidates in
the local povernment NP

Health ministry to
distribute Rs250mn among
flood-affected polio workers

ISLAMABAD: The Health
Ministry on Sunday decided to dis-
tribute "Rs250 million among the
flood-affected polio workers.

Federal Health Mimister Abdul
(Jadir Patel said that the workers
continued rehef activities despite
the darnagf caused by the calamity,
Around 33 milhion people got
effected and polio workers also suf-
fered heavy losses during the catas-
I:roﬁlefm with one third of the country
under water, the federal minister
added

Abdul Qadir Patel said that
according to the polio program,
about 12500 polio workers have
been affected by the floods. “In this
testing time, we cannot leave our
workers alone and we should ensure
maximum compensation to polio
workers,” the health minister said

Mr Patel said that majonity of the

ESU]m workers are in Sindh and
alochistan, many of their houses
were either washed away in the
floods or partially damaged
On this occasion, Coordinator
Polio Shahzad Baig said that we
have more than 350,000 frontline
staff and it was a difficult task to
identify and compile the hist of the
waorkers affected by the flood
Abdul Qadir Patel said that
accurdin_;.; to the polio program.
about 12,500 polic workers have
been affected by the floods. “In this
testing time, we cannot leave our
waorkers alone and we should ensure
maximum compensation to polio
warkers.” the health minister said
Mr Patel said that majority of the
polio. workers are in Sindh and
alochistan, many of their houses
were either washed away in the
floods or partially damaged. [NP




