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Education Desk

QUETTA: The plight of
bare-footed school children in |
the rugged mountains of
Ornach Khuzdar Balochistan
made headlines in recent. A
video shared by BBC urdu
prompted the Balochistan
Chiel Minister. Mir Quddus
Bizenjo to take notice of the
plight of school. Overmght,
rooms were constructed and a
hut-like school was turned
into a well-furnished educa-
tional institution located in
the most remote area of |8
Balochistan,

“We are commitied to FES
improve the plight of schools o
across  Balochistan™, M
Bizenjo said in a statement.
He said the government was
determined to promote educa- |
tion across the province, leg-
ging behind other provinces
in terms of key social indica-
tors,

Balochistan Education
Foundation (BEF) included a
school in its list of schools
that run on granis, this school
was established on the basis
of self-help in Killh Akiro
Kaban a wvillage in district
Khuzdar.

The founder of the school,
Muhammad Faroog, was also
given a job in the Balochistan
Education Foundation in
recognition of his valuable 8
services to the development & & ¥
of education in his area. ;

Staff Reporter
QUETTA: Balochistan
Education Foundation (BEF)

adopted a hut-like school estab-
lished by a local hero in the
Khuzdar district of the province
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said. The students walk from 3
kilometers to 5 kilometers to reach
the school in the rugged moun-

Afghanistan tendered
apology over Chaman
border firing: Kh Asif

ke school turns into a well-furnished

Number of
students is
increasing in
the school

The BBC aired a report on
the self-help-built school for
boys and girls in a remote and
underprivileged area of
Khuzdar,

. Muhammad Farooq, a per-
- son from the area, established
- this school with his self-help,
the non-governmental organi-

zation also helped
Muhammad Farooq.
Ealochistan’s Chief

Minister Mir Abdul Qudous
Bizenjo  directed Chief
Secretary Balochistan Abdul
Aziz Ageeli to take the school
under government patronage
on the BBC report,

School built
through
non-organizational
support and a local
teacher in Khuzdar

The chief minister has also
directed the education department
to include the school expansion
project in the upcoming PSDP.

The Chief Minister says that the
civil society working in the educa-
tion sector will be encouraged and
patronized in every possible way so
that other people can also con-
tribute to this good work,

The enrolment of this hut-like
schun! reachpd arulu:]d one hun-
dred. The Prime Minister’s secre-

on Sunday. The story of local
hero, Faroog Ahmed went viral on
BBC Urdu the other day. In the
video, the hut housing girls and
boys students in the area can be
witnessed.

“First we gathered the elders of
the area to convince them to the
establishment of the school™, Mr,
Ahmed said. “In the first phase,
we decided to establish a hut™, he

tains  of  Khuzdar, Ahmed tariate has also taken notice of the
informed. i plight of the students studying in
Chief Secretary Balochistan, this hut-like school in the ornach
Abdul Aziz Ugaili had taken area of the Khuzdar district,
notice of the plight of the school. In Balochistan, government-run
“BEF has adopted a school at Killi  schools portray a very bleak pic-
Akerro Kabbari in Sub Tehsil  ture. Out of around 14000 schools,
Ornach™, a letter issued by the 6000 thousand schools are operat-
foundation said, ing with one teacher in one room,
The government has also which contradicts the present gov-
— employed local hero, Mr. Farooq ernment’s claims about education
- ~4 through BEF and adopted the emergency and priority. Similarly,
i o W school,  Chief  Secretary the number of non-functional
- " s 2> R AR TP Balochistan’s official Twitter schools across Balochistan is
75 L e " - ©account mentioned, around 3000,

Education of

Syed Ali Shah Analysis

The education of 3,856,000 students is at risk in
flood-affected areas of Balochistan, Floods and heavy
ramfall damaged around 3,000 government-run pri-
mary, middle and high schools across the province.

The damage to schools across Balochistan has
affected the schooling of 3,86,000 students. This figure
is as per the data shared by the Balochistan Secondary
Education Department. Although, the independent
sources put the number of students and damaged
svg.:hlmls higher than what is being quoted by the offi-
cials,

Floods damaged this school in
interior Balochistan: Photo
provided by UNICEF

The cut-of-school children ratio in Balochistan is
already higher than in the rest of the country. The edu-
cation department admits that sull, over T mullion chal -
dren are out of school in the province, lageing behind
other provinces of Pakistan in all key socia indicators.
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The recent monsoon has Turther compounded the
problems of students. The number of government-run
primary, middle and high schools in Balochistan is
over 15000, The reconstruction of 3,000 damagzed
schools is a major challenge for the provincial povern-

S0 far, the data is only shared at the departmental
tevel The government has not spoken about the recon-
struction of damaged schools and resuming education-
al activities there, UNICEF has only established 22
temporary leaming centers (TLCs) with over 2,000
enrollments. This 15 simply nothing as compared (o the
number of students deprived of education.

Govt, opposition solely
focusing on PSDP

The provincial coalition government and the “friend-
Iﬁ' opposition have solely focused on their schemes in
the Public Sector Development Proaram (PSDEF) 2022-
23 They want to get the schemes completed and
implemented by hook and crook and uttered not a sin-
gle word about the reconstruction of damaged schools,

The reconstruction of schools and ensuring the avail-
abilitv of basic facilities would require billions of
rupees. The lives of students should not be put at penl
to study in damaged classrooms as anvtime the dam-
aved rooms and walls can collapse. 5o no nisk should
be taken in this regard.

Feconstruction of schools a major challenge for the

government

Govt to soon abolish digital divide among
urban & rural areas: Minister

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 1T
and Telecommunication Syed Amin Ul
Haque has said that the government is com-
mitted to soon abolish the digital divide
between the urban and rural areas of the
country. He said that effective measures are
being taken for digitalization for which the
Ministry of IT is taking all possible steps.

This was stated by the federal minister
while addressing the inaugural ceremony of
Pakistan-1TU Diazital Inclusion Week, F022
here on Monday. The two-day event is aimed
at to raise awareness about the importance of
mainstreaming digital inclusion in Pakistan
in addressing the digital divide particularly
among people in vulnerable situations such
as girls, children, and person with disabili-
ties. Syed Amin Ul Haque said that the gov-
ernment of Pakistan offered thanks 1o
International ~ Telecommunication Union
(ITU) for their splendid support for all the
countries of the world in general and for
Pakistan in particular, in the areas of women

ment, which appears to be |
state of education in the province

empowerment, ICT Accessibility and for
Child Online protection.

Itis the topmost priority of the governiment
[ empower women and steps are being laken
to equip youth with digital skills, he said and
noted that the digital revoluton charactenzed
by artificial intelligzence, big data, cloud com-
puting and mobile robotics and many more

e least bothered about the

The Balochistan government, UNICEF and other
non-governmental orsamzations on national and inter-

such areas which were previously considered
the technologies of the Telure, have now
become the need of the time. The Minister IT
& Telecommunication said that ICT For Girls
Project of the Ministry was important initia-
tive to empower women. He said that work
on number of projects is going on for provi-
sion of telecom services in far-flung areas of
the country. He said that Ministry of IT has
formulated National ICT Council Tor Persons
with disabilities with the aim to support the
special people with assistive technoloses

Sardar M.k hondai

CHAMAN: The death
toll i the Afghan forces
firing rose to 7 as another
injured person succumbed
to injuries on Monda
evening Dr. Abdul Mali

and make them the (:H]'J‘Iin%_l members. Syed | Achakzai the
Amin Ul Hague said that cooperation Sup-erinte}ldent of
between ITL member countries regarding | Chaman civil hospital
digital transformation is vital. It is pertinent | o sred the death D}' the

to mention here that the event of Pakistan-
ITU digital Inclusion Week is highlighting
three main imbatives including Girls in 1C
Day Pakistan, Accessible Cybercafé for ail,
and child online protection. Additional
Secretary  (Incharge), MolTT Mohsin
Mushtag INP

imjured. Over two dozen
civibians  were injured
when the Afuhan forces
fired rockets on the civil-
ian _population at Killi
Sheikh Alam and other

586{00Lsudé\ht‘sﬁ at risk in Balochistan

national levels working for the promotion of education

should take notice of the sitwation and ensure the

reconstruction of damaged schools. Then, the students
should be allowed to keep continue their stalled stud-
185,

'

Death toll in Afghan
forces firing at Chaman
border rises to 7

R

statement The condition
of the three injured is seri-
ous to be serious in the
trauma center of civil hos-
pital Quetta. The martyred
civilians were laid 1o rest
in the presence of thou-
sands of people at the bor-
der villages

villages located al the
Afghan border.
The Pakistani
gave a befitting  albert

forces

measured response  to
avord civilian casuallies
on the Afghan side. the
Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR) said in a
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Balochistan

facing dire financial

Crisis

~ Balochistan continues to face a dire financial crisis currently. By any def-
inition, the province’s current financial crisis is dire since the povernment
has hinted to stop the salaries of employees. Chief Minister Mir Quddus
Bizenjo decided to meet Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif along with all par-
liamentary leaders of the polifical parties in the Balochistan Assembly to
apprise the premier about the financial crisis.

As per the statistics shared
Planming and Development {P&D)
a total of around Rs.200bs under the

the Balochistan government, so far, the
artment has released Rs.70bs out of
blic Sector Developm

1ent Program

for the financial %ear 2022-23. This stmply proves bad governance coupled

with the serious

nancial crisis.
Almost half a year passed. Harsh winter has alrea

begun and construc-

tion work in most parts of Balochistan comes to halt for around two months.
The question arises that how the government would execute development

[i)ro'escts worth Rs.130bs within
@

wree or four months under the

SDF.

nitely, the government would not be able to complete projects relating
to education, health, water, roads, etc.

Such a serious financial crisis surfaced almost after a decade in
Balochistan since the province's share in the National Finance Commission
{NFC) award was doubled in 2009, This is irony of the fate that successive
Eﬂvcmmems failed to ensure strict financial discipline to develop this most

ackward province of the country.

Non-development expenditures of the province continue to rise and the
volume of development funds falls fast. This subsequently has the worst
impact on the socio-economic condition of Balochistan. N

or the prevailing financial crisis, both the government and the opposition
are responsible since today’s opposition is the de-facto govemment in
Balochistan. A strict financial discipline needs to be introduced and imple-
mented in Balochistan to improve the living standard of the people of
Balochistan before the situation turns ugly tum.

Our wheat probl

Wheat is the main sta-
ple food in Pakistan
Consumption is around
125 kilograms per head

er vear — one of the
nohest 1 the world
Wheat and wheat-based
};rodus:ts account for 60-
0% of total calories
consumed. As incomes
and urbanisation
INCrease, COnsumers are
gradually shafting
towards more of a diver-
sified  diet  with
increased consumption
of higher-value foods
such as fnuts, vegeta-
bles, meats and dairy
products. However, for
the foreseeable future
wheat will remain of
primary importance —
and the mam source of
calories, especially For
the poor.

One of the country’s
principal policy goals is
to  produce enough
wheat to meet national
needs, and if possible, a
small surplus for export
or to put into stock. To
meet this objective, the
government conduets a
nigorous wheat planting
campaign every year —

ets for planting and
vields are set and pro-
curement targets are
agreed upon. Thousands
of extension agents and
agriculture students are
mstructed to fan out
across the country to

encourage and advise
wheat  farmers
whether they do this,
and whether this has any
impact 15 another mat-
ter. The government
also spends billions on
subsidising mmputs and
buying wheat at a fixed
price which 15 then sold
to flour millers at con-
cessional rates to pro-
vide cheap atta to con-
SUMETS,

Owver the past
decades, this process,
despite its myriad ineffi-
ciencies, along with bet-
ter seeds and production
systems, has succeeded
in increasing wheat pro-
duction. In 1990 pro-
duction was 14.4 mil-
lion tons and crossed 25
million tons in 2001 —
an increase of 75% i
about 20 wvears. Since
then progress has been
much slower — it took
10 years before
tion hit a new record of
275 million tons m
2021 (& 10% increase in
10 years) before falling
back to 264 million
tons in 2022, Prospects
for 2023 are haghly
uncertain as it 15 still not
clear if lower planting,
due to areas stll being
underwater or water-
logged, will be offset by
higher wields due to
enhanced soil fertility
caused by silt deposits.

Slower growth in
wheat production has
made Pakistan increas-
mgly dependent on for-
eign supplies. Two to
three million tons —
around 10% of needs —
are being imported in
the last vears. However,
high dependence on
imported wheat 15 of
S0me concern
International  markets
have been wvolatile and
turbulent  in  recent
times, and this may well
be a continuing feature
for the coming years if
not coming decades.

Trade-related deci-
sions in the face of
volatility and turbulence
15 difficult. The situation
in the case of wheat 1s
made even more diffi-
cult by the lack of reli-
able real-time data on
domestic  production
and supplies; on region-
al tra flows — for
example to Afghanistan;
and on actual public
sector  stocks  whose
quahity 15 doubtful and
quantities are reportedly
maccurate due to thefts,
pilferage  and st
attacks. The difficulties
of handling the wheat
market became clear m
2019 when government
estimates suggested a
wheat surplus and some
500,000 tons were
exported.

But then, as domestic
market conditions tight-
ened, the government
was forced to change
gears and import some
3.4 MMT to meet con-
sumer needs and hel
rebuild the country’s
wheat stocks. at a much
higher cost.  These
events created a public
uproar and h'ig%ered an

investigation by the
Fede Investigation
Agency  which  was

highly eritical of the
government's handling
of the wheat trade.

A good option for
Pakistan would be to try
to increase domestic
wheat production. At
present the average
yield of wheat is around
Jtons'ha, substantially
lower than other compa-
rable countries. There is
a huge scope to increase
this yvield through rela-
tively simple changes in
the production system
such as reduced ntillage,
increased use of certi-
fied seeds, use of seed
drills, a better match
between fertihser appli-
cations and soils, and
application of micro-
i‘luments. T'healre 15 also a

e potential scope to

mepgn-t"ann ancFlh?:E’E‘-
farm losses through
improved harvesting,
bulk handhng and stor-
age in modern silos.

cim

ud Khan/Ghasharib Shoukat

Climate change poses
problems for Pakistan as
it does for many other
countries, However, it
also creates oppotrtuni-
ties. Changing rainfall

tierns have resulted in

igher precipitation m
some ol‘ﬁhe arid areas in
Balochistan and Sindh.
And this has expanded
the potential area for
wheat. With relatively
minor mvestments, for
example, mn water stor-
age (small dams) and
water spreading tech-
nolooies, these areas
could, n a good year,
get a reasonable wheat
crop from post-mon-
soon residual moisture
 These changes and
mnowvations rE:EjLI.Il'E-' d
much more efficient and
dynamic  production
system than we have at

resent. There 15 a need
or better inputs, better
technology, better
machinery and equip-
ment, better trained
technical staff And if
Pakistan needs to make
better use of rain-fed
areas, production sys-
tems need to be agile. In
low rainfall years, plant-
ing may not be viable,
But in a year with good
rainfall inputs, man-
power and equipment
need to be quickly
moved into and areas to
plant wheat.

Our ‘permacrisis of polycrisis’

What country ranks
134th out of 192 coun-
tries in per capita GDP
by Purchasmg POWET par-
ity” What country is see-
ond from the bottom n
the WEF's Global
Gender Gap Index? What
country is ranked number
one in the US Holocaust
Memorial Museum for
Countries_at Risk of
Mass  Killing?  What
country is in the top
twelve in the world for
risk of sovereign default?
. Before vou guess, here
15 some more data.
Maybe more important.

In the list of countries
that are relatively poor
this country has staye
static, in ifs region and
globally — man{ coun-
tries that are as large or
larger, as complex, or
more complex, as com-
plicated or more compli-
cated, have rocketed past
it in terms of GOP per
capita. In the list of bot-
tom Feeding countries on
the Global Gender Gap,
thisa country is a con-
stant, as it s at the top of
the list for nsk of mass
killing. On the list of
countries_that are con-
stantly flirting with a
conversation about
default, this country has
been the most consistent
chart topper, with at least
a quarter century of con-
stant chatter about an
imminent default.

S0 conversations about
an absence of prospenty,
massive gender imequali-
ty, insecunty of [ife and
property, and the poten-
tial for insolvency are
not new comversations m
this country — they are
constants, ~ all  having
multi-decades long intros
and no coda in sight.

The kicker in all this 1s
not the absence of pros-
perity, or the quantum of
inequality of the sexes
or the constant risk of
conflict and mass killing,
or even default being
constanly around  the
corner. The kicker 15 that
for each and every one of
these deeply worrying
indicators, there is no
plan for an exit, and no
imminent hope of such a
plan emerging, )

B «f now, the discerning
reader knows that the
country 1n question 1s
Pakistan, The constancy
of the country's troubles
— which is code for the
troubles of the people of
the country - is well
established. What is less
clear to many 1s that, in
the words of Damel
Markey, there is, “no exit
from = Pakistan”  Tor
Pakistan. There 15 no

ath to a better economic
future (per capita), there
is no plan for improved
gender equity, there is no
plan to address dnivers of
conflict or ameliorate the
risks 1o the security of
Pakistanis, and there is
no rteal medium-term
plan for how Pakistan
will exit the desperate
dash to Beijing and
Riyadh cycle as it shad-
ow boxes with a sover-
eign default.
he polyerisis  in
Pakistan has the four
dimensions | have tried
to hghlight above in the
order that they matter,
Microeconomic wellbe-
ing, social exclusion,
insecurity and macroeco-
nomic dysfunction.

Ordinary  Pakistanis
have a standard of living
that should be unaccept-
able to anyone anywhere

in the world, with per
capita GDPF (PPP) at
below 36,000 per annum.
This is lower than
Bangladesh and lower
than India. It is less than
half of the figure for
Egypt and it 15 mne times
lower than the figure for
Saudi Arabia.
- To add insult to the
injury of being extraord-
narily poor, Pakistanis
live in a country where
women are denied basic
distributive and social
justige — leading to a
massive array of inter-
enerational ~ problems.
Malnutrition, high rates
of infant mortality, high
matermnal mortality, low
school enrolment, low
literacy are all products
of the onginal social sin
in Pakistan: a massively
skewed set of polit
and social freedoms for
woImen. .
For wears, Pakistanis
pointed at Saudi Arabia
and Iran as places that
Pakistani women coul
lock to feel better about
the oppression they face.
Like every other race that
Pakistan could once look
comfortably upon, the

score  in both  the
Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia (thanks to the
Iea_ldersh\]f of Crown
Prince Mohammad Bin
Salman) and in_ the
Islamic Republic of Iran

%thanks to the courage of
ran's young women) is
changing fast. Pakistan?
The country recently had
a prime minister that
sought to urge women to
COVEr up more 1o avoid
sexual assault.
Pakistanis also live in
a country where mass
killings have been nor-
malized. From the north

through the south, from
the mountains to the
plains, in  markets,
schools, hospitals and on
the battlefield, Pakistani
lives are treated cheaply.
Most egresious in this
list are the terrorist
groups, the separatists
and the criminals that run
around the country with
impunity — but watchin
society and state respon
to obvious cases of bla-
tant disregard for human
life (like the Noor
Mugaddam case, or the
Shahzeb Khan case, or
the Sara Inam case) rein-
forces the old adage: you
are given the respect that
you command,
_Pakistanis have been
killed wantonly and
without consequence by
Pakistan's enemies for so
long, that the very con-
cept of the sacredness of
human life has been
reduced to a punchline.
When Pakistanis forced
to the periphery of a
?md ife complain too
oudly, the state and soci-
ety conspire to relegate
them further into the
periphery. When such
Fenphenes explode into
oreign-funded insurgen-
cies, state and society
bury their heads in the
sand, hoping the noise
and shrapnel will stay in
plages far away, where
social media doesn’t pen-
etrate as lucidly as in the
leafy cafes where much
of ~  English-speaking
Pakistan feels optimistic
about a future as dark as
the coffee some of us
INstst on

Perhaps  the poster
child for all this dysfunc-
tion 15 the one metric of
Pakistan that has the
potential to damage and

destroy  the Pakistam
elite the most: a sover-
eign default, | began a
regular space in this
newspaper with this col-
umn n 2008 and among
my first pieces was an
exploration of whether
perhaps a  sovereign
default was a necessa
step in the country’s pa
toward normaley. [
meant to wnte the piece
only to provoke some
thin mlg. Almost fifteen
years later, Pakistan is
closer to default and
more likely to complete
the journey than ever
before. There is still no
thinking, :
_ Why 1s there no think-
ing on such an existential
issue, especially one thai
will permanently alter
the lifestyles and stand-
m%m‘“the Pakistani elite?
art of the reason is
that the country has
enjoyed and continues to
enjoy a miraculous abili-
ty 10 evade catastrophe
by cycling through dif-
ferent kinds of crises.
But what makes the
Pakistan polycrisis of
2022 really wormying for
anyone that cares to
examine the sericusness
of the individual crises
that make up this polyen-
sis is that there is no new
kind of crisis to stumble
into. Sure, Pakistan just
expenienced the worst
flooding on the planet,
and in Pakistan’s own
history this summer, but
look ‘around the public
discourse. Do you see
any sign that it has
affected the Pakistani
ehte? Save perhaps the
tireless work being done
by Sherry Rehman as the
minister  for climate
change?.

DISCOs and

price hikes

he nising

costs of elec-

tricity due to

the non-avail-

ability of the

. right kind of

fuel is irking consumers

DISCOs are helpless as

the whole process is

under the government’s
control.

This increase has been
triggered by long-term
trends such as underin-
vestment in natural L]
and clean energy supply,
and short-term develop-
ments like reductions in
natural gas. Such trends
have prompted the gov-
ernment to pump up
subsidies to  protect
business communities
leading export-oriented
operations - against the
inancial strain, As a
result, the energy crisis
15 now contriboting to
the rising inflation
across the country.

The pgovernment is
now struggling against
the current energy price
spike, which has_ been
driven by a mix of
increased demand and

suppl disruptions
CBEEEE in the wapke of
fluctuating  exchange

rates and general insta-
bility in the country

L 15 important to note
that if the input prices
keep rising as many ana-
lysts expect, without any
replaceable raw maten-
als such as RLNG and
natural gas, they could
take a bite out of eco-
nomic growth and force
power outages and load
shedding. Tn the past

recent months, rising
tariffs caused protests
across  the country.
People in large numbers
protested against exorbi-
tant hikes in electricity
bills, rising electricity
tariffs and various mis-
cellaneous taxes. )

Also, electrcity dis-
tribution companies
have not been able to
procure natural  pas,
despite specific instruc-
tions from the court
One must note that
DISCOs are powerless
in such a situation — in
the sense that higher
rates will not solve the
energy shortage. nor are
they ~ responsible  for
leveraging one industry
over another. In all fair-
ness to them, they have
little choice but to at
least appear to  be
addressing the crisis
they all see coming. We
can hope that they mi%ht
make %:}nd decisions for
thwu_ lic .

hile both residents
and commercial users
are affected by fuel-cost
adjustments and_high
tariffs, export-oriented
industries are being pro-
vided natural gas, enjoy-
ing cost savings and
operational efficiencies,
and  disrupting  the
industry Horm.
Distribution companies
are f'ac.m% the brunt of
this privilege extended
to these industries.

The reality here is that
Pakistan faces an energy
crisis that is mainly a
product of the govern-
ment’s decision-making

By Sara Danial
A shortage that has been
artificially created by
government restrictions
on energy production,
distribution, and usage.
Those policies were
formed  bevond any
external coercion, and
they have played a
major role in creating
the crisis. ) )

Such economic poli-
cies of the incumbent
government will fail to
control the rising and
the economy. Pakistani
authorities must step up
and take measures to
contain the price hikes.
They must shift away
from policies that direct-
lIY seek to limit prices.
This  approach  will
ensure that the support
provided is fair and
effective on the part of
the government. And
while all of us agree that
the global fuel prices
have also had an impact
on the local scenario, the

overnment must realize
that it is a driving factor
behind the worsenin
outlook for both growt
and prosperity,

In addition, broad and
equitable access to alter-
native energy sources is
a_prerequisite for an
effective and publicly
acceptable longer-term
strategy for the state to
direct and distribution
companies to  imple-
ment, The state must
devise a plan for an
‘emergency interven-
tion" into the collective’s
power markets in an
effort to_ stabilize elec-
Iricity prices

Floods, animals and pets

Pakistan has been bat-
tered by flash floods that
have claimed the lives
of nearly 1,500 people
and one million animals,
including cattle,
Between 1999 and 2018,
Pakistan ranked as the
fifth most wvulnerable
country  to climate

chanrge

A low ]iterax:l,' rate has
made Pakistanl socie
hostile towards animals
and pets. A large seg-
ment of society believes
that dogs, in particular,
brin%‘had luck.

UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres visited
Pakistan in September
and appealed the world
for generous  relief
efforts and cooperation
to mitigate the chal-
lenges Taced by the
country. He has called
the floods a ‘monsoon
on steroids’ and said that
rich  polluters have
turned a blind eye to the
country that has been
victimized by their reck-
less emissions.

Some countries
including the US, UK,
Canada, France, Taly,
UAE and Turkev have
sent aid to help the
country repair the dam-
age caused.  Several
reliel items including
tents, medicines, dry
food, clothes and other
essential items have
been donated, But the
most vulnerable mem-
bers of the ecosystem -
animals and livesiock -
have escaped the atten-
tion of almost everyone.

Lumpy skin disease,
an infection that causes
nodules on the skin of

caltle, was already rife
in the southemn parts of
Pakistan, and now the
cataclysmic floods have
further exacerbated the
misery of these animals,
The f{unds have already
washed away several
crops and agricultural
privduce. The shortage
of food and lack of med-
ical facilities are not
only making the lives of
the flood-affected peo-
ple miserable but also
creating difficulties for
animals.

Climate change is also
affecting migratory
birds that travel long
distances to escape the
harsh winter, Myving all
the way from Siberia
through the international
migration route known
as the Indus Flyway,
over the Karakorum,
Hindu Kash, and
Suleiman ranges (Koh
Sulemain) along  the
Indus, down to the delta.

These migratory birds
include ucks and
waders, geese, teals,
houbara bustard, cranes,
intail, mallard. spoon
ills,  raptors,  and
asserines such as war-
lers, ipits and
buntings. Some species,
including the common
and Demoiselle cranes,
snipe and pelican enter
through Kurram Agency,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP). .

More floods are likely
to cause severe damage
to the natural habitat of
these migratory birds.
Unethical hunting, pol-
lution in the weilands
and anthropogenic
structures abutting the

wetlands are some of the
threats faced by these
birds.

Bird hunting in
Pakistan i one of the
favourite  sports  of
'T,;lluunﬂ, rovals from the

iddle East. In 2014, a
foreign mnational was
reported to have killed
2,000 houbara bustards
even thouzh he had the

rmit to hunt only 100
irds. Pakistan keeps
ignoring such violations
because of its economic
WEes it relies on
friendly countries for
financial bailouts. Such
economic compulsions
pose threats to the safety
of migratory birds, espe-
cially houbara bustard,
in this country.

Some duck species ane
also facing massive de-

population,  including
white-eyed  pochard,
marbled teal and gar-

aney. Cranes, popular
or their size and unique

calls, and complex
behaviour, are the
favourite  prey  of
hunters

Animal cruelty 15 also
rife in Pakistan where
thousands of dogs get
brutally culled every
year by state authorities,
Eyrﬁcu!aﬂ}' in parts of

indh, 1w curb the
uncontrolled population
of stray dogs.
Government officials do
not allocate a sufficient
amount of funds for neu-
tering and other humane
ways of controlling the
population of stray dogs.

oaching is also ram-
pant in Pakistan with
pangolins  fast losing
their population.

Pangolin scales are high
in demand for medicinal
use. Gilgit-Baltistan is
also home to the trophy
hunting of ibexes and
‘markhors’, both rare
species of the goat fami-

There are other finan-
cial issues that indirect-
ly  affect  animals,
Pakistan sets aside a
huge part of its annual
budget for non-develo
ment  expenses, The
huge gzap between its
exports and imports has
caused a massive budget
deficit that in tum has
brought the nation to the
verge  of  default,
Pakistan, a few months
back, had to restrict its
imports to balance its
foreign reserves. As a
result, the import of pet
food was also banned,
There is no local pro-
duction of pets” vaccines
and their dry food. Thus,
the ban was likely to
cause a shortage of pets’
medical supplies and
dry food. It rightly
attracted backlash from
pet owners that forced
the Em-m‘nmenl to. lift
the ban. But now the
Erices of pet food items

ave skyrocketed.

Pakiztan has not been
able to build enough
reservoirs to store the
water that travels in the
monsoon season  from
the peaks of Himalayas
to the highlands of KP,
onte  the plains  of
Punjab and finally enter-
ing the Arabian Sea.
Discord among the four
Emvmces of the country

as swaved the focus of

the dam-building

Awais Anwer Khawaja

process from a techno-
en%ineering challenge to
olitical  brandishing.

indh has repeatedigy
expressed its reserva-
tions that the coastal line
of the province is gradu-
ally submerging in the
Arabian sea, and the
building of dams wall
further accelerate the
land erosion process as
the flow of water will be
crippled, which is a nat-
ural deterrent against the
suhmer%mE of  the
coastal line in the sea.
Distrust, among the
provinces, in water dis-
tribution resources, 1%
also one of the reasons
Pakistan does not have
enough water reservoirs,
With heavy rainfall this
year, the countryv’s agn-
cultural  produce has
been badly damaged
This has cause a
famine-like situation for
humans, cattle and live-
stock

People living in the
developed world are not
fully aware of the dam-
a%r: caused by the apoc-
alvptic floods in
Pakistan and other vul-
nerable countries, which
was triggered by their
extravagant and envi-
ronmentally 1nsensitive
lifestyle. Pakistan can-
not take enough meas-
ures on its own to count-
er the challenges posed
by climate change.

It is time the biggest
carbon polluters took
effective measures to
deal with the climate
challenge. Their failure
o do so will pose threats
to humans and animals
alike.

Animal cruelty
in Pakistan

“he indiffer-
ence, callous-
ness, and con-
tempt that so

many people exhibit
toward animals is evil
first because it results in
great suffering in ani-
mals, and second because
g{ results in an m_c:a_lluulaw
t impoverishment
Diyti'lgg?'lawnar?gpirit." I did
not pen these words,
Albert Einstein did. Islam
also forbids treating ani-
mals cruelly or kKillin
them except for food
Zabiha rules stipulate
how an animal to be
slaughtered must not be
misireated or caused
undue pain. Yet, animal
cruelty is rampant and
exists in varied forms in
countries like ours,

We live in a country
where political leaders
have been known to hold
political  rallies  with
caﬁad and chained lions,
and where animals like
turtles given away as
party favours at chil-
dren’s birthdays. Many
well-to-do people pay a
lot of money to purchase
expensive cats, dows, or
birds but treat them cal-
lously. Cruelty towards
animals is not the reserve
of rich people only,
Cruelty to animals espe-
cially donkeys, horses
and mules is also wide-
spread. These animals are
overworked, under-fed,
and harshly beaten by
their owners.

Some recent attempis
at humane dog population
management  and  mass
vaccinations in Karachi
have dissipated, Instead,

the recent uproar follow-
mg] the negligence of ani-
mal owners and attacks
by puard dogs on pedes-
trians in Karachi
unleashed another unwar-
ranted attacks on dogs all
over the country. Several
neighbourhoods  started
instigating ~ municipal
organisations to  shoot
siray dogs on sight. Use
of strychnine polson was
once again allowed to
poison dogs

There 15 a general
absence of adequale laws
related to animal welfare
and amimal slaughter, and
the existing laws that
exist are not adequately
implemented. Pakistan’s
Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act (18390} aims
to protect many animals,
including draught ani-
mals. This law 15 however
outdated and does not
reflect the prevalent sci-
entific, cultural, or com-
mercial compulsions per-
taining to animal welfare.,
It 15 time to update this
law 1o protect both pet
and wild animals, (o insti-
tute mechanisms for their
care, and define conse-
quence for those who are
neﬁle{:tf’ul towards ani-
mals.

It is encouraging that
the Halal Authority Act
{2015) has not only man-
dated humane treatment
of animals throughout the
slaughter process, but
also prohibited animals
from seeing one another
being slaughtered,
However, there has been
litile implementation of
this faw.

While animal abandon-

Sved Mohammad Ali

ment  is  illegal  in
Pakistan, there 15 scant
regulation on how animal
owners should care for
their animals. Mareover,
zoos across Pakistan are
notorious for their émm'
conditions. Prompted by
international  criticism
over the Islamabad zoo's
maltreatment of the ele-
hant, Kaavan, the
Istamabad High Court
issued an unprecedented
ruling last year. 1t ordered
that he enfire zoo of over
four hundred animals to
be closed and all the ani-
mals within it to be trans-
ferred to appropriate
wildlife sanctuanes in the
short period of two
months. The msh to
empty the zoo caused the
death of a pair of lions
which passed away, two
days apart, during their
transfer from the zoo to a
farmhouse in Kasur city
instead of a sanctuary as
had been directly by the
court.

Pakistan also urgently
needs o enact legisiation
detailing specific welfare
requirements for the rear-
ing of farm animals dur-
ing distinct phases of
rearing, transport, and
slaughter. Such require-
menis must be legally
binding and species-spe-
cific and aligned with
international ammal wel-
fare standards. Regular
inspections of farms and
slaughter establishments
would have to be carried
out with a special focus
on animal welfare or the
situation on the Fround
will not change for the
better




Rupee continues
downward trajectory
against dollar for sixth day

ISLAMABAD:
Pakistan’s rupee wit-
nessed its value going
down by 40 paisas for
the stxthl consecutive
day against the US
dollar dunng early
trading 1n the inter-
bank market on
Monday, owing to the
depleting foreign
exchange reserves of
the country. The last
working day of the
week saw rupee’s rate
plummeting by three
FHJSH-SI o H3:1'14.4D
rom Thursday’s trad-
ed value of Rs224.37

in the interbank mar-
ket Meanwhile, on
Wednesday, the spot

rate  of rupee was
found to  be at
Rs224_16 from the pre-
vious value of

Rs224 11 on Tuesday.
In defense of the
economic situation, the
Federal Finance
Minister Ishag Dar on
Saturday stated that
the value of rupee was
devalued irresponsibly
in the past too, whic
has created the current
sttuation However,
dismissing the opposi-

tion parties’ accusa-
tions, Dar stated that
the country will not
default, despite the
fact that the country 1s
not in the state of bear-
ing any further experi-

ments, and that we
must work hard and
focus on improving

Pakistan's macroeco-
nomic statistics,

In the open currency
market, the value of
rupee has increased to
Rs234, respectively.

The rate to buy the
US dollar stayed at
Rs229 70 INP

Ahsan calls for IT
revolution to make growth
in all sectors

ISLAMABAD
Planning Minister Ahsan
Igbal. has called for
catching revolution of
information technology
tc make exponential
growth in all sectors

Addressing a seminar
on information technol-
ogy n Islamabad on
Monday, he said IT has
accelerated the speed of
growth and develop-
ment

The hMinister said one
can only survive by
moulding oneself
according to the current
circumstances.

He said it is necessary
for us o bring produg-
tivity revolution in our
economy by using
Information an
Communications
Technology,

He asked the universi-
ties to take rapid action
to start new courses in
entreprensurship  and
exports for students
which would help boost
economy of the country.

Earlier speaking at the
twio-day 19th
Intermational
Conference on "Frontiers

of Information
Technolozy' (FIT-2022
organized by COM-
SATS University
Islamabad (CUI) the

federal minister high-
lighted the importance
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of Information
Technology in today's
era, especially for the

economic  growth of
Pakistan.
Ahsan  Igbal also

shared the seven-point
framework for universi-
ties, academic excel-
lence, research and
inmovation, social com-
munity service, technol-
oy enablement, ‘_;aglpa-
rate governance, indus-
try-academia  linkage
and quality of products.

Sharing his observa-
tions, Executive
Director COMSATS,
Ambassador Dr
Mohammed Mafees
Zakana speaking at the
opening ceremony laud-
ed the efforts of FIT
organizers for providing
an esteemed platform to
researchers, scientists,
and industry practition-
ers from across the
world to present their
cutting-edge research as
well as shanns latest
industry insights.

He mentioned that
COMSATS  lays its
emphasis on building
indigenous capacity and
compelence in emenging
sciences and technolo-

gies
Moreover, efforts are
being made by the

Commission to bring the
dividends of technologi-

cal advancements in the
areas of education,
health, and energy to a
large cross-section  of
the population, particu-
larly of the Member
States.

Prof. Afzal said that
the dearth of Dollars
confronted by the econ-
omy can be easily cured
by encouraging IT relat-
ed exports and technolo-
py-based startups.

Speakers  from
France, Metherlands,
China, Ireland, Portugal,
UK, USA and Pakistan
are participating in the

two-day conference
organized by COM-
SATS University
Islamabad in  COM-
STECH Secretarial,
Islamabad.

The two days confer-
ence will comprise a
series of invited talks as
part of its techmical pro-
gram while a Ph.D. sym-
posium will provide an
opportunity  for Ph.D,
scholar to present their
ongoing research o
gather feedback from
industry experts.

The last day of the
conference will feature a
panel discussion on the
theme "Make in
Pakistan Need
Assessment for a Strong
Policy to  Strengthen
Indigenization” INP

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister ur Climate Change Sherry Rehman

speaking at the IUCN donor coordination group meeting.

Sessions court reserves
verdict against Imran Khan
in Toshakhana case

ISLAMABAD: An
Islamabad sessions court
on Monday reserved ver-
dict on the Toshakhana
case against Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf  (PTI)
Chairman Imran Khan.
. ECP had filed a peti-
tion in a district and ses-
sions court against the
former premier over tax
evasion and amount
received from selling
expensive gifted watches.

n November, the elec-
tion body had submitted a
copy of the reference in
couft requesting criminal
proceedings be initiated
against the former pre-
mier. The case was heard
by Additional Sessions
Judge Zafar Igbal.

ECP  lawver Saad
Hassan said ‘that Imran
Khan failed to inform for
hiow much he had sold the
watch for,

He argued that the ex-
PM was i:galhi' bound to
disclose how he treated

the wifts he acquired from
Toshakhana.

The counsel said that
Imran Khan menticned
earnings in his 2021 tax
and assets declarations
which were not present in
the previous years record

he copy of the refer-
ence filed in the court
said that Imran had fur-
nished the required docu-
ments of hiz assets and
liabilities for the wyears
2018, 2019, 2020 and
2021 within the stipulated
period of time,

He recalled that a refer-
ence regarding the matter
was sent to the ECP by
the Mational Assembly
speaker. It stated that
Imran “deliberately con-
cealed” his assets dun'n%
the years 2013 and 201
when he was the prime
minister Malik said that
to verify these claims, the
COTTITH 551011 obtained
Imran’s statement of
aszets and liabilities from

the State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP) and the
Toshakhana record of gift
items through the Cabinet
Secretariat,

“From the perusal of
the record, it reveals that
for the year 2018-2019
the gifi items were -
chased on the payment of
Rs2l, 564,600 from the
Toshakhana on the basis
of assessed value. The
total value of gift items
was Rs107,943 000,

He stated that the gift
items and their sale were
not shown in Imran’s
statement of assets and
liabilities submitted to the
ECP, and neither was any
other explanation about
the sale of the gifts was
provided. )
_Also, the district elec-
hon Ccommissioner noted,
Imran had failed to add
the details of the cash and
bank account of the sale

roceeds in the relevant

orm-B sections [NP

house.
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ISLAMABAD: Chairman of Mazhilis of the Parliament of the Republic
Kazakhstan Yerlan Koshanov inscribing his remarks in visitor book. Speaker
National Assembly Raja Pervaiz Ashrafl and other also present at parliament

Forex crisis becoming

serious, eroding confidence
of investors: Mian Zahid

KARACHI: Chairman of and detention charges.
Mational  Business  Group Mian Zahid Hussain said that
Pakistan, President Pakistan the IMF's ninth review has also
Businessmen and Intellectuals been delayed adding 1o the
Forum, amd All  Karachi uncertainty. He said that in the

Industrial Alliance, and former
rovincial minister Mian Zahid
ussain has said the ongoing

; ) erisis
Pakistan 1s becoming more sen-

ous eroding the confidence of

domestic and foreign investors
as their LCs are not being
opened and the goods at the port
are nol being cleared due o non-
availability of foreign exchange
and they are losing millions of

foreign  exchange

rupees daily.

Talking to businessmen here
on Monday, he said that due to
this crisis, hundreds of contain-
? at ports while

acing demurrage

ers are piled
importers are

District management forcibly occupied
Attock Press Club building: Raza Naqvi

ATTOCK: Senior journalist
atron in chief of the
Attock Press Club ;REEJ Sved

: hat dis-
trict management has !nrm_b‘!iy
occupied the furnished build-
ing along of Atteck Press Club
with office equipment worth
of rupees millions and handed

and

Raza MNaqvi has said t

over to  the Revenue Attock without any break.
Department  ignoring the Meanwhile, different constitu-
strong protests of the local tional bodies of the office
journalists R beatrers were also elected 1o

Marrating the indifferent perform their day to day offi-

attitude of the local adminis-
tration to the media persons
here on Monday, he said thai
the building of the Attock
eu) was allotted
to the working journalists for
performance of their journal-
istic activities in pursuance of
a resolution passed by the

Press Club (R

sixty  billion

blic welfare.

1985,

rejection of all
ederal wvisiting

denly the

prevailing siwation, Pakistan
should try 1o arrange loans from
IMF, Saudi Arabia, and China as
in  soon as possible to save the
country from further losses.

Our total annual income is
dollars  while
imports are 830 billion dollars
and therefore ii is impossible to
run the country without borrow-
1n¥l~_ he said adding that to
achieve self-sufficiency we have
to increase income and r
imports for which economic
FD icies have to be restructured
or

The business leader said that
productivity and exports in

District Council Attock durin
the chairmanship of ex-MP,
Attock Syed Ejaz Bokhari in

Syed Raza Nagvi said that
the rent of the building was
also being contributed by the
working journalistic commu-
nity to the District Council

cial business along with mak-
ing arrangements of media

public departments, |
political figures in all print
and electronic media.

He further stated that sud-

ADB okays $554m loan
for Pakistan to support
flood-relief efforts

ISLAMABAD: The Asian Development Bank
{ADB) approved 3554 million in financing to help

Pakistan provide social protection,
secunty, and 5up'|ilort employment

amid devastating floods.

lPrl:ui:rmte food
or its people

According to the ADB, the amount will be spent
on the rehabilitation of the damaged structure in

Sindh, Balochistan and KPP

The bank further said from the total $554 million,
£475 million is loan, $3 million is a technical grant
%5 million donation is from Japan for the flood vic-

tims.

It may be noted that the Asian Development Bank
{ADB) announced providing $ 2.3 1o 2.5 billion to
Pakistan for flood relief efforts.

On October 26, Asian Development Bank (ADB)
transferred 51.5 billion loan to Pakistan, SBP

SOUINCEes.

ADB signed an agreement with Pakistan to pro-
vide $1.5 billion loan for budgetary support and
he![p flood-related rehabilitation and reconstruction

he loan would build the foreign exchange
reserves and rein in the rupee’s depreciation INP

Major sectors
owe govt Rs448b in
gas cess

ISLAMABAD: Several sectors owe the govern-
ment some Rs448 86 hillion o the federal govern-
ment under Gas Infrastructure Development Cess
{GIDC), over half of the total amount charge.

This was disclosed during a meeting of the
Senate’s Standing Committee on Petroleum which
was held in Islamabad on Monday, The meeting was
chaired by Senator Mohammad Abdul Qadir.

Figures shared during the meeting showed that

GID

charges collected from the public by varying

sectors have not been deposited in the government
excheguer. A document of the money charged, recov-
ered and outstanding balance showed that a whop-

Imnc
Matural Gas {CNG),
(fuel), Industry

pin? sum of Rs725 billion was charged from sectors
uding industry (captive power), Compressed
ertilizer (feed), Fertilizer
(general),

Industry  (1extile),

Independent Power Producers, Water and Power

Development .-"kllEth'-Itg
i

Electric and Pakistan
sum, the

(WAPDA) - Genco, K-
eel Mills.Of this charged
overnment had so far recovered a total of

Rs346 billion, or around 43 6% INP

SHC restrains police from arresting Azam
Swati in more cases

SUKKUR: The Sindh
High Court (SHC) on
Monday restrained
provincial police from
arresting  PTI  Senator
Azam Swatl in addition-
al cases while also seek-
ing details of the cases

already  registered
against him 1in the
province

The court’s directives
were issued during a
hearing on the plea filed
hF the senator’s son
Usman Swatt  which
sought to quash  the
charges registered
against the PTI leader.

Swati was arrested
over a “highly obnox-
ious campaign of intimi-

dating tweets against
state institutions” by the
Federal Investigation
Agency on MNovember
27 and has been in
detention since and con-
tinues to face legal
action, He is currently in
the custody of Qambar
Shahdakot police.
. During today's hear-
ing, the petitioner’s
lawyer coniended that
the Balochistan High
Court  {BHC)  had
quashed all the cases
registered against the
senator in Balochistan.
Justice Moham-mad
Karim Khan  Agha
sought details of ithe
cases against Swati from

Sindh Inspector General
Ghulam Nabi Memon,
who was present duning
today's hearing. He also
questioned the registra-
tion of multiple cases in
different cities under a
single charge,

For his part, the Sindh
prosecutor  general
sought more time from
the court to gather the
relevant information,
However, Justice Agha
turned down the request,
saying no further time
would be given and that
the all relevant senior
superintendents of
police should be sum-
moned to brief the court
at the next heanng.

“If all details are not
furnished before the
court, a case would be
registered against g'r}u i
the judge told the Sindh
police chief,

The court also sought
the English transcripts
of all FIRs registered
against the senator in the
provinge and adﬁ}umed
the hearing till Dec 14
{ Wednesday )

Swati was first arrest-
ed by the FIA on charges
of posting controversial
tweets about the armed
forces in October and
was later released on
bal

The senator has
alleged since that he was

tortured in custody and
demanded the removal
of two military officials,
one of whom he used
foul language against in
]}Eﬁs tweet on Movember

On November 27, the
FlA arrested Swat for
the second time over a
“highly cbnoxious cam-
paign of intimidating
tweets [...] against state
institutions”.

The arrest came after
an FIR was regstered by
the FIA on the complaint
of the state through
Islamabad Cyber Crime
Reportin Centre
Technica Assistant
Aneesur Rehman INP

the country's

Department

journalists,

rovincial,
ignitaries,

_ lodge
S0C10-

Pakistan are alarmingly low and
we have no option but to
increase them.

Mian Zahid Hussain said that

tion, and loans are continuously
increasing bt the economy is
falling instead of developing as
improving the economy in the
current system is a pipedream. P

Our economic system is total-
ly dependent on imports, so
whenever the growt
more than four percent, the
import bill becomes unafford-
able, resulting in d1ﬁ|¢n:]:!)'hu:1

T

become bankrupt and if loans
are provided, it will last for a
few months, after which new
loans will have to be taken [NP

fully snatched the same build-
ing of the Attock Press Club
(Reg) including office equip-
ments, computers, rl.ll'l'ltlut&.
fixture worth of rupees mil-
lion in the absence of workin

management even did nol
bother to serve any
notice or cancel a

with the consent of the mem-
bers of the Attock Press Club

(Reg).

Tﬁe patron in chief of the
Attock Press Club said that
the aggrieved journalists also
a protest sit in before
the office of the DC Attock
besides filing their appeals to

Dry, cold
weather expected
in Karachi

KARACHI: The city experienc-
ing a colder weather as minimum
temperature drops to 16.5-degree
Celsius owing 10 winds from the
northeast, : N

Dry weather will prevail in the
day with cold night in Karachi and
other parts of the province
Southwesterly winds or sea
breeze, which have soothing
impact in mostly warm weather of
the city, have been suspended and
winds” from northeasterly direc-
tion, will bring the mercury down,
Pakistan Meteorological
chngrt_mcnt (PMD) said )

finimum  temperature  in
Karachi would further drop in next
two days and will drop between
14-16 and 13-15 Celsius, accord-
ing to the Met Office. The wind
speed will remain upto 18 kilome-
ters per hours. The maximum lem-
eraturé _in _ city will remain
etween 28— 30 degree Celsius.

Dy weather with cold night and
misty/foggy moming is likely to
prevail over most parts of the
Erm'mc:e especially in  upper
Sindh. Pakistan Meteorological
Department in & weather repor
predicted that the weather would
remain dry and cold in plains of
the country. Rainfall with thunder-
storm and snowfall on mountains
expected at some places in Potohar
regicn, upper Khyber
htunkhwa, North Balochistan,
Gilgit Baltistan and Kashmir INP

problems, popula-

rate is

Seminar on 'Int'l
Day of

avments, he said and added that :
educe Ff' riendly countries do not pro- persons with
vide loans, the country may disabi]iﬁes* hﬂ']d

FAISALABAD: The Special
Education Department, Punjab
organized a seminar regardin
‘International Day of Persons with
Disabilities' here at Allama Igbal
auditorium,  University — of
ﬁgﬂcu[mm, Faisalabad on

onday. The students showed their
solidarity with the differently-
abled by gresenlmg stage perform-
ances and photo exhibition While
addressing, Vice-Chancellor  of
Agricultural University Prof. Dr,
Igrar Ahmad Khan sad that the
students under special education
department were entitled to our
attention and were the guarantors
of bright Pakistan_ _

"To complete this good work,
we should continue to arrange
such programs so that the society
could lplnj.f its role to encouraging
special children”.

Divisional Special Education
Officer; Faisalabad Abdul Sattar
said that,"we should make a com-
mitment to disabled to make them
an _ active art of  the
society” adding that restoring the

of Attock force-

The wunbridle

legal
otment

the higher authorities for | fights of these people was our
redressal of their genuine | national uty and
Revenue problems INP responsibility, TNP

QUETTA: Labours busy in renovation work at railway station.

POWERCHINA says promoted
Chinese technology to local
eco-social development

top sponsors. This vear's
E?i‘li [ ;

LAHORE: POW-
ERCHINA has =said it has
vigorously romaoted

Chinese technology and
Chinese standards, pro-
foundly introduced the
real situation of China and
the powerful contribution
of Chinese enterprises to
local ecomomic and social
developmeant

In a statement issued
here on Monday, POW-
ERCHIAN said it has also
enhanced the understand-
ing and recognition of
China and Chinese enter-
prises people from all
walks of life at an interna-
tional moot in Lahore.

The exhibition also
attracted many outstand-
ing students of related
majors  to observe and
learn about the high-guali-
ty construction capabili-
ties of POWERCHINA.
The exhibition will pro-
vide a  bhoost to
POWERCHINA's  busi-
ness in Pakistan according
io @ statement,

The l6th International
Conference ~ on
Geotechnical Enginesring
was held at the University
of  Engineering  and
Technology Lahora,
Pakistan (UUET Lahore)
from December 7 to 8
under the auspices of the
International Society for
Soil  Mechanics  and
Geotechnical Engineering
(ISSMGE].

The evant attracted
many famous enterprises
to participate, and POW-
ERCHINA, as the repre-
sentative of Chinese enter-
rises, was  the only
“hinese  company o
exchibit on site.

The exhibition was
organized by Pakistan
Geotechnical Engineering
Society (PGES) and co-
organized by UET Lahore
and Mational Engineering
Services Pakistan (MES-
PAK). POWERCHINA
was mvited by the organ-
izer to participate in the
exhibition as one of the

and laboratory research,
design and numerical sim-
ulation,  geotechnical
engingering construction
and equipment, materials
and performance monitor-
ing. The symposium
attracted  experts  and
scholars from all over the
world and professionals in
the field of design, con-
struction and manufactur-
ing NP

bition was held in a
combination of online and
offling modes, with 5 pro-
fessional  symposiums
held in 2 days, which
focused on the theme of
"Geotechnical
Engineering” and dis-
cussed extensively the
development direction of
various technical fields
such as engineering field

LS, EEEEE ©)

The Director General (AH&amp;PE) Livestock and Dairy
Development Department Guetta inviles bids from eligible Bidders
for supply of TSE-222310135331T/Fee Rs. 1000

Only electronic bid will ke submitied, Mo physical bid is required,

1 ICT Equipmen({Network, survellance devices, 150,000 PKR
wﬂﬁ?ﬁ“ﬂ.ﬂhml}ﬂwmﬂa}
Procurements shall be made under the Balochistan Public
Procurement Ruiles - 2014. Eligibility of Bidders: 03 Assignments
of Similar Mature and Complexity. Tum aver of af least 5,000,000
PKR Amount in 3 Subsequent Previous Years, Presence in Active
Tax Payer List, Sales Tax Cerfificate. The bidding firm must not be
currently blacklisted by any procuring agency of Pakistan.
Dealership | authorization from the manufacturer [ authorized
impaorter fdistributor fpartners for Desktop Computer, Lapiop,
Printers and Photocopier. The Bidder must have functional
corporate office in Balochistan having PTCL or QESCO, 03
successfully completed similar assignments in public Sector in last
three years, The Bidder must have completed same nature of work
tothe fune of Rs. 10 Million in two 255 inlast Three financial
years Must agree fo serve the Conlract within Fifteen (15) Days.
Procedure Of Procurement: Singla Stage Two Envelopa Bidding
Procedurs Bid Security: The bids must accompany Bid Security in
the form of Daposit at Call of amount 150,000 PKR specifiad above
in the name of the under-signed from a scheduled bank. Tender
Documents: The NIT & Bidding Document can be oblained
electronically from wwwbppra.gob.pk Issuance of fender
Documents: Complele Bidding Document can be viewed al
wiw.bppra.gob.pk Last Date of bid submission: Bid can only be
submitted eectronically labest by 27 December, 2022 fill 02:30 PM
through supplier dashboard. Tender opening: Al lenders will be
apenad on same day at 03:30 PM on EPPS Address: All
tenders will be opened on EPPS Systern Phone no: 0618213528

Fan: no: 0819213528 Emall: ghulameasooltai?5@gmall.com

PFRQ No. 14400121

.

Pubdished by Asim khan af C-F Kabir Building Printed af AlNeeed Printing Press Mando Khoil Plaze Mission Rowd (huetfo.
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PKMAP leader
Sardar Ashraf Kakar

killed in Loralai

Amir Khan \

LORALAL  Armed
men opened fire and
killed Sardar Ashraf
Khan Kakar, a local
leader of the
Pashtoonkhwa  Milli
Awami Party
(PEMAP) on Monday
afterncon. ~ Police
sources sald Sardar
Mshraf Kakar was
killed n the Killi
Kudezai  area  of
Loralai. The assailants
escaped unhurt from
the spot. Police and
levies personnel
reached the spot and

started an mvestiga-
tion into the incident.
The dead body of the
vichim was shifted to
the district headquar-

/' /4

ters hospital Loralai.
The reason behind the
incident could not be
ascertained 1mmedi-

ately.

Afghanistan tendered apology over
Chaman border firing: Kh Asif

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Defence Khawaja Muhammad
Asif has claimed that Afghamistan
admitting its mistake over unpro-
voked and indiscriminate firing by
its forces at Chaman border of
Balochistan resultanting in dead of
seven civilians has tendered applo-

Speaking on the Floor of
National Assembly on Monday, he
sand that during a border security
committee meeting, the Afghan
side admitted its fault besides
assurance to avold such incident in
future. o

Khawaja Asif said that the first
firing was carmied out during the
repair of the fence on the border
but the Afghan forces later
attacked with heavy artilleries
resulting in martyrdom of seven
civilians.

!

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif adﬂ'ress'i.nﬁ a p'i*é's\s conference..
Chaudhry Nisar back in

political arena after
four-year hiatus

Bilawal condemns
threatening calls to
Aimal Wali

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari has strongly
condemned the threatening telephonic
calls to Awami National Party leader
Aimal Wali Khan and assuréd every
possible support to lnm. i

In a statement, the Foreign Minister
said the terrorists would not be
allowed to harm any democratic polit-
ical leader, worker, or the common
man,

He said the government and the
entire pation are on the same page
about their strong stance againsi ter-

roTiSm. )

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari asked the
authorities concerned to bring the
accused before the law and ensure
security of Aimal Wali Khan INP

24 criminals

arrested

SARGODHA: Sargodha police on
Monday arrested 24 criminals and
recovered jewelery, motorcycles from
their possession.

Police said that the teams of differ-
ent police stations conducted raids in
the areas under their jurisdiction and
arrested 24 criminals, besides recover-
ing three motorcycles and jewelery
waorth millions of rupees from them,

The crack down would continue
against criminals on daily basis to
maintain law and order situation
across the District, said police INP

Govt rejects
NAB’s summary
for abolition of

its autonomy

ISLAMABAD: The government on
Monday rejected a summary of the
Mational ~Accouniability = Bureau
(NAB) seeking abolition ol its autono-
my by declaning the Bureau as a Civil
Service Decupational Group.

The govemnment has rejected the
summary seeking the abolition of the
MNAB's autonomy and also dismissed
the suggestion fo end the independ-
ence of the NAB chairman.

The MAB has sent the summary to
the government and demanded that
employment in_the burean be declared
as a Civil Service Occupational

roup.

Thg Ministry of Law also wrote a
letter to the NAB stating that employ-
ment in the Bureau cannot be declared
civil servant.

The letter further stated that the
NAB would not remain_an independ-
ent institution if suggestions proposed
hyEﬂ'lc Bureau were given a green sig-
nal.

It also added that the independence
of the NAB chairman will also be cul-
minated by doing so, INP

Two die as truck
hits rickshaw in

Gujranwala

GUIJRANWALA. Two persons
were killed Monday after a speedin
truck hit a rickshaw near Grand Trun
(GT) Road in Chianwali, Gujramwala.

According to Rescue 1122, two per-
sons including the rickshaw driver
died instantly while one was seriously
injured in the accident.

The mﬂurad was rushed to Kamoke
Tehsil Headguarters (THQ) Hospital
tor medical treatment.

RAWALPINDI: After a long
hiatus, estranged PML-N leader
Ch.'xu:ﬂlnrg.r Misar Ali Khan has
announced that he will contest the
next general election with a new
strategry.

The fresh elections in the coun-
try are due to be held next year but
the PTI is exerting pressure on the
coalition government Lo announce
snap polls since the ouster of
Imran Khan as prime minister
through a no-confidence vote in
Apnl last Chaudhry Nisar, in his

ress toa sathenng near Rawat,
said he would contest the elections
and urged his supporters to get
ready for it T was silent for four
vears but I have now decided 1o
contest  elections  from  two
Mational Assembly seats,” he said,
addi that the new strate%
would be adopted in the 20
election.”] will decide about join-
ing a party after the elections,” the
former Tinterior minister, said
while asserting that he didn’t want
o become a part of the politics of
abuse.

The veteran politician contested
the 2018 general election as an
independent candidate after hav-
ing differences with the PML-N.
He lost the NA seat but managed
to win a Punjab Assembly seat

The fresh elections in the coun-
try are due to be held next year but
the PTI is exerting pressure on the
coalition government Lo AnAOUNCE
snap polls since the ouster of
Imran Khan as prime minister
through a no-confidence vote in
April last. Chaudhry Nisar, in his
address to a gathenng near Rawat,
said he would contest the elections
and u?cd. his supporters to get
ready for it, T was silent for four
years but 1 have now decided to
contest  elections  from  two
MNational Assembly seats,” he said,
adding that the new strate
would be adopted in the 203:
election.”l will decide about join-
ing a party after the elections,” the
former Tinterior mimster, said
while asserting that he didn’t want
to become a part of the politics of
abuse INP

Gwadar airport to be
inaugurated in March
2023: NA committee told

ISLAMABAD: The secraetary
Civil  Awviation  Authority
CAA) has said that the new

wadar International airport
will be inaugurated on March
23, 2023

The groundbreaking of the
EEU]J;L‘I was done in March

This he stated while briefing
the NA Standing Committee on
Civil  Aviation, here on
Monday in Islamabad. The
CAA secretary said the non-
developmental budget of the
Gwadar airport is Rs190 mil-
lion, .

The estimated cost of the
MGIA is 3230 million and the
China government is providing
grants for the project, ;

Mew Gwadar [nternational
Airport (NGIAY), will be capa-
ble of handling a combination
of ATR 72, Airbus, (A-300),
Bnem§ (B-737), and Boeing
(B-74T) for domestic as we

international routes,

The source stated that the
Chinese side has vet to provide
their response for the comple-
tion of the project by March
next year, Pakistan wants the
gnau%_luratmn of the airport dur-
ing the tenure of the coalition
government in office.

This he stated while briefing
the MA Standing Committee on
Civil  Aviation, here on
Mondav in [slamabad. The
CAA secretary said the non-
developmental budget of the
Gwadar airport is Es190 mil-
lion The estimated cost of the
NGIA is $230 million and the
China government is providing

rants for the project. New

wadar International Airport
(NGIA), will be capable of
handling a combination of ATR
72, Airbus, (A-300), Boein
%B-'H?}, and Hi}&lnﬁ (B-T4
or domestic as well interna-
tignal routes INP

SHC seeks details
of cases registered against

Azam Swati

EARACHI: The Sindh High
Eouf‘{ {SHCL_OH Monday ;nuggé
etails regarding cases register
against Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
{PTI) leader Azam Swati in the

Provinee. )

Last week, Usman Swati, the
son of PTI lawmaker filed a peti-
tion in the SHC a]gamst the regis-
tration of multiple cases against
his father.

A two-member bench, headed
by Justice KK Agha heard the
case in which Sindh 1G Ghulam
Mabi Memon appeared before the
court, )

At the outset of the hearing,
Justice Muhammad Karim Khan
Agha inquired Prosecutor General
regarding multiple FIRs in a sin-
gle case. The proseculor request-
ed the court some time to prepare
to add that the petition has been
filed in SHC today and they will

request and instructed it to be pre-
pared by tomormow -

During the hearing, 1GP Sindh
and the bench heanng the case
exchanged harsh words. “What
can I do if you don’t have turst on
me,” IGP Memon said to the
bench,

Justice KK Apgha remarked:
“Resign if you are not interested
in your job." Interfering into the
matter, the prosecutor general
apologized the SHC bench.

The SHC bench while seekin
the details of the cases registere
against Azam Swati, barred the
police from registering more FIRs
against him in the province,

Later, the earing
adjourned until December 14.

ertinently, the  Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf lawmaker is cur-
rently in Sindh pelice custody for
three davs in two cases over his

was

He said that Pakistami armed
forces resorting to unprovoked fir-
mﬁ_ targeted the Afghan post,
which resulted in the killings of
their soldiers, )
“Pakistan is a well-wisher of
Afghanistan and desires resolution

of their internal matters. We will
continue to extend cooperation for
peace  and stability  in
Afghanistan,” the defence minister
said, adding that this will open vis-
tas of economic and trade coopera-
tion in the region. S

He termed the recent visit of
Minister of State for Furm%n
Affairs Hina Rabbani Khar to
Kabul for talks a symbolic one and
‘proud moment” for Pakistan,

Khawaja Asif said that dunng
Hina's wisit, no objection was
raised from MFhﬂn leadershi
adding that the Afghan leaders held
talks with the Minister of State for
Foreign Affairs. “Performance
should be _;ucggc[ed instead of gen-
der,” he pointed out.

A day earlier, according to Inter-
Services Public Relations (ISPR)
at least six Pakistani civilians

embraced martyrdom and 17 other
sustained injunes due to ‘unpro-
voked and indiscriminate” finng by
Afghan  border forces  in
Balochistan's Chaman district,

He said that Pakistam armed
forces resorting to unprovoked fir-
:1# targeted the A!‘gl}:.aq post,

ich resulted in the killings of
their soldiers “Pakistan 15 a well-
wisher of Afchamstan and desires
resolution of their internal matters.
We will continue to extend cooper-
ation for peace and stability in
Afghanistan,” the defence minister
sal.i adding that this will open vis-
tas of economic and trade coopera-
tion in the region, He termed the
recent visit of Minister of State for
Foreign Affairs Hina Rabbani Khar
to Kabul for talks a symbolic one
and  ‘proud moment’” for
Pakistan INP

Chinese Consul General
awards 38 Pakistanis as
“Friend in Pakistan”

ISLAMABAD: The Chinese Consul General in
Karachi Li Bijian has conferred 38 Pakistani nationals
a special award “Friend in Pakistan 20227 in a ceremo-

held at the Chinese Consulate General in Karachi,

wadar Pro reported on Monday.

Certificates of these awards have been given to
Pakistani academicians, scholars and media practition-  add
ers in recognition of their services to promote deeper

understanding of China.

0Om the occasion Chinese Consul General in Karachi
Li Bijian said that awardees are vangu (
Pakistan friendship as through their diverse medium of
communication and expression, they are exerting their
le of Pakistan about

energies to sensitize the peop

China’s peaceful image, working style & relationship,

philosophy and vision.

Given the mind-polluting emvironment highly poi-
soned by misinformation and disinformation, they have
joined hands with China to debunk the fake
da distinguishinghfatse from truth, he added

had a model of su-g:a]ist_fﬂvemance
system in the world to follow, China di
about ups and downs of applicability and practicality

“China never

ECP delists five
important
CASES OVer

non-availability

of bench

ISLAMABAD: The
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) delisted
five important cases,
including the plea seeking
the removal of former
remier Imran Khan from

remand ;
As per detals, the prime suspect

of socialist political dispensation

China was also unaware of drawbacks and backlash
that had to be incurred on social and economic life of
billions of people in China. Almost everything from

head to toe was unpracticed. But China learned by

tem of China in which the
(CPC) is at its core guiding China to proceed with fly-

ards of China- ing color.

deserve to

doing and made a successful story as a trailblazer,” he

He said that all the credit goes to the multi-p

5Y5-
ommunist Party g?%‘h?na

ople-centric vision anchors each and every policy
and sn'ate%ebecause people are the only stakeholders
{ served to make their lives better, progres-
sive, smooth and

aceful, he added.

He mentioned COVID-19 time as the worst period

launched to
propagan-

not know

for China as‘ﬂuhal[y m(}'r'[&d vicious cam
monize C
credibility, Even now dmmsas'ers are hell-bent 10
undermine China for their veste

He said categorically that China will never succumb
to any insidiousness as false is always destined to fall
and truth triumphs over evil, INP

iEns were

hinese faimess, honesty and

interests,

Imran Khan Attack:
ATC sends prime suspect
on physical remand

_ GUIRANWALA:  An anti-terror-
ism court (ATC) in Gujranwala has
sent the prime suspect in the Imran
Khan attack case on 10-day physical

Earlier, the joint investization team
{JIT) formed to probe the attack on
the former inis
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf chief Imran

prime minister and

Khan had summoned Faisal Vawda,

It islflzrtinr:nt to mention here that

: Maveed Meher was presented before Naveed Meher was arrested after
{ﬁéf-ltsw’“ Tgﬂ;??i—:;ﬁaf a special court Puf the ATC opening fire at Pakistan Tehreck-e-
which: were scheduled R; Gujranwala in the Imran Khan attack  Insaf (PTI) chief and former premier
b heard on Dacamber 13 | CASE. _ Imran Khan on November 3 from the
{Tuesday) due to the non- The suspect will be presented cnme scene at Allahwala Chowk dur-
avai]ahiﬁ of the bench before the courl again on December m%ihe arty's long march,

The ECP announced 22 Theﬁumt investigation team (JIT) he First Information Report (FIR)
that the delisted cases will | head Ghulam Mehmood Dogar was  of the gun attack incident had been

be heard on December 20.
The ECP was about to
hear the case againsl
Imran Khan for not sub-
mitting details of election
expenses tomorrow.  The
ECP had also scheduled
the hearing of the case
regarding seizing prohib-
ited funding tomorrow,

However, the case of
contempt of court 1msl
Imran Khan, Asad Umar
and Fawad Chaudhry will
be heard tomorrow by the
ECP. INP

Students block
Murree Road in
protest against
proposed
privatisation of
Gordon College

RAWALPINDI:
Hundreds of students of

Mavee

Gordon College,
Rawalpindi marched
towards Murree Road

Monday and blocked it in
protest against the pro-
posed privatisation of the
collepe,

“The protest is being
held against the policy o
privatising the college
and its handing over to
foreign institutions,” the
Pkl}:ll:estmg students said.

CM Mahmood
Khan says KP ran
out of funds

ISLAMABAD: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief
Minister (CM) Mahmood
Khan on Monday said KP
has run out of funds due
to the non-release of its
dues from the federal
Sovemment.

Addressing a press con-
ference in lslamabad, CM
KP claimed the federal
government is trying o
squeeze the provincial
government. Our  dues
towards centre have not
been cleared yet and as a
result, the province does-
n't have money for salary
Favments Warning the

ederal government, CM
Mahmood Khan said in
case of non-release of
dues, the people of KP

Justice

ACCUSE

“Dnd

also present in the court.
The police told the court that a
maotoreyele  was

the Imran’s attack case.

KARACHL The Sindh High Courl
on Monday accepted the appeals of
Perween r 3
accused and ordered the Sindh police
to release them,

The court declared the MPO order
null and void and directed the police
to set free the detained accused.

Sindh |
Memon appeared before the court

hearing the appeals filed by the

law the police detained them when
the accused had already been acquit-
ted by the same court,

their release from the court,” the
Judge asked the 1G police.

~ 1G Memon replied in negative say-
ing that the police had got some intel-
ligence rerlurts. Expressing its exas-
peration, t

recovered from
Meher, the prime suspect in

B Y4

ISLAMABAD: Chairman of Mazhilis of the Parliament of the Republic
Kazakhstan Yerlan Koshanov called on Speaker National Assembly Raja
Pervaiz Ashraf at parliament house.

SHC sets free Perween

registered on MNovember 7. A joint
investigation team — formed to probe
the attack on PTI chief on Movember
3, has been constituted under the
Anti-Terrorism Act, 1997 INP

Rehman murder
accused again

Rehman murder case

IG police Ghulam Nabi
Karim Khan Agha who was

asked the IGPF under which

they go to Orangi Town after

e court asked the IGP who

told  him
reports.
ustice Agha remarked that the
court would not accept any excuse in
tkls regard, rebuking the police that
the
wq?e criminals but not bringing any
evident against them. He
the CRO (eriminal record)
accused. The S5P West told the court
that they had got the intelligence. He
said they gof an application from
slain Perween Rehman’s sister who
told the i
danger. On this, the court asked the
police official whether Ms Rehman's
sister had got a threatening phone call
or letter, {
only informed the police that she was
facing threat, Expressin |
Justice Apgha remarked that police
were flouting court
impunity INF

about the intelligence

were saying that the accused

emanded
of the

olice that her life was in

e S55P said that the sister
his ire,

orders with

JPECA constituted to
reinforce Pak-Japan
trade, cultural ties

The deceased were i1dentified as wi rotest in
Munir and Lugman. INP Islamabad. INP

Shahbaz Gill

He said that the JPECA’s mission is to
provide the best platform for two coun-
tries” public-private sector diglogue on
the role and needs of business in achiev-
ing inclusive, resilient and sustanable
development. The Association has

controversial tweets about senior

i ISLAMARBAD: The Japan, Pakistan
military leaders. INP

Economic & Cultural Association
{JPECA) has been established to facih-
tate the business and cultural activities
between Japan and Pakistan, also hawa?
the objective of bringing business lead-

be needing time to prepare.
However, the court rejected the

ki i ers, social orgamzations, chambers of  already held its launching ceremony in
S ps hearlng at commerce, and industrial associations of  Japan, where it attracted participants
ISlamabﬂd Eﬂur‘t both countries on a single platform from business, government, academia

and civil society from Japan as well as
Pakistan Mirza Asif Baig briefed the
audience about this Association, which
is regnstered and incorporated i Japan,
arming to strengthen the social and eco-
nomic values between  Japan and
Pakistan. He said that JPEC A would col-
laborate to develop a framework of
cooperation  and  undertake actions
aimed at Hrength:_mmg bilateral trade
and cultural activities between Pakistan
and Japan. Speaking on the occasion,
JPECA Vice Chairman ljaz A. Khokhar,
whao is also the PRGMEA former chair-
man, said that JPECA has recently
sigmed g Mol with PRGMEA INP

During a ceremony held here on
Monday, the joint association of the two
countries announced its office-bearers,
appuinting Takeo Kawamura and Mirza
Asif Baig as Co-Chairman while Ijaz A,
Khokhar and Jawwad A. Chaudhary
were nominated as Vice-Chairman and
Senior Coordinator respectively,

Addressing the ceremony, JFECA Co-
Chairman Mirza Asif Baig observed that
our key endeavor and thrust is on easing
barriers for Pakistam businesses in
Japan, as we seek a flounshing and pros-
perous Pakistan with sustained econom-
1¢ growth ensured through effective and
confinued policies,

ISLAMABAD: A district and ses-
sions court in Islamabad heard the
sedition case against Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader Shahbaz
Gill on Monday The hearing of the
case was held in the court of
Additional Sessions Judge Tahir
Abbas SipraPublic prosecutor Raja
Rizwan Abbasi appeared before the
court. Mo one had appeared before the
court on behalf of Shahbaz Gill till the
filing of the report. During the hearing
of the case, Judge Tahir Abbas Sipra
remarked: “Ammad Yousaf INP

\

KARACHI: Federal Minister for Industries and Production, Syed Murtaza Mahmood
chairing a meeting at Export Processing Zones Authority (EPZA).




