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Syed Ali Shah Analysis Plight Coal Miners

Shocking incidents inside the coal mines of
Balochistan are almost the order of the day. Worst
poverty and unemployment force people to put
their [ives at il while extracting coal from
mines in Balochistan. At the cost of living, pover-

-hit people from Si‘lﬁﬁiﬂ, Swat areas g%[ghyber

akhtoonkhwa, Toba ari area of Pishin, and
people from southern Afohanistan work in killer
coal mines of Balochistan.

At least six coal miners were killed after the
mine was filled with methane gas in the Shahrag
arca of the Harnai distriet a few days ago. Rescue
workers and fellow miners made hectic efforts to
save their lives. But, they failed to do so, The
officials merely issued condolence statements
with no promise of taking action against the
responsible people.

Sadly, such incidents

make no headlines in

the newspapers and tv
channels

No action has been taken against the mine
owner, contractor, and concermned people. The
government has also not announced any compen-
sation for the heirs of the victims. Sadly. such
incidents make no headlines in the newspapers

Rs34b to be spent on 7th
population census:
Planning Minister

and tv channels. This is also one of the underly-
ing reasons behind rampant incidents insi
mines in Balochistan. . .
Hazardous working conditions have claimed
thousands of precious human lives in Dukki,
. Sorange, Marwar, Chamalang, Bolan,
Mach, and Harmai areas of Balochistan. Despite
repeated appeals on behalf of human rights
organizations and labor unions, the Balochistan
govemment has not ensured improved safety
conditions inside mines of the province.

Strange: 18
inspectors posted
for 3000 mines

Around 60.000 miners have been working in
over 3,000 coal mines in Balochistan. For
more than 3,000 coal mines, the Balochistan
mines and mineral department has appointed
only 18 mine inspectors., Under the 1923
mines and mineral act Balochistan, coal min-
ers cannot enter the mine without the inspec-
tion of the mine by an inspector,

Women, children, and aged people are not
allowed to enter coal mines as per the 1923
mines act. The Balochistan government and
mines owners must take steiys to improve
. working conditions for the coal miners before
it is already late.

Court bars Balochistan police fr
further cases against Azam

Senior lawyers Naseebullah
Tareen Advocate, Syed Igbal Shah,
and others a?pﬁared before the
court on behalf of Mr. Swati.

The respondents are directed not
to lodge any FIR in respect of the
allegation leveled in the algpended
FIRs already loedged at Kuchlak,
Zhob, Khuzdar, Pasni, and other
parts of the province.

“No similar FIRs on
similar allegations can be
registered by the police”,
the bench ordered.

Manan Mandokhail
Syed Muhammad Qaseem

QUETTA: Balochistan High
Court (BHC) on Tuesday barred
police from reg:stenng further first
iformation reports (FIRs) against
the Pakistan Tehrik e Insaf (PTI)
leader and former federal minister,
Azam Swati. A division bench of
the BHC comprising Mr Justice
Muhammad — Kamran K han
Mullakhail and Mr  Justice
Muhammad Amir Rana passed this
order on a constitutional petition
filed by the son of Azam Swati

R = B .
ISLAMABAD: Donald Blome, Ambassador of the United Stated of
America to Pakistan called on Federal Minister for Finance and
Revenue Senator Mohammad Ishag Dar

Rs34b to be spent on 7th
population census:
Planning Minister

[SLAMABAD: Minister for Planning and Development Ahsan [gbal
has said that 34 billion rupees will be spent on Tth population census.ql"he
Minister was speaking at the inauguration of Traiming of Master Trainers
for 7th Population and Housing Census in Islamabad on Tuesday The
Planning Mimister said for the first time in the history, the government will
be conducting a digital census to minimize errors and ensure the most
accurate record of the country's actual population, The Minister said cen-
sus plays its prvetal role in country's progress and development and 1t 15
now the need of the hour to immediately go for it

.The Planning Minister said the state has responsibility to provide basic
amenities of life to its citizens through fair and reliably conducted census
He said the government allocates developmental budgets on the basis of
the r.'ensus.Tﬁc Minister said due to floods in Sindh and Balochistan, it will
take another six to eight months to recover from the floeds, He said Sindh
had severe reservations over the results of the last census. He said fresh
elections can only be held in October 2023 afier the fresh census are com-
pleted in Aprl or May and then another four months will be required for
the Election Commission of Pakistan to hold fresh delimitations based on
the new data. INP
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tration of five FIRs against the

This order nnxth;z .parr. of 1
central PTI leader and former

BHC has come after the regis-

om registering
Swati

senator Azam Swati. Police in
Balochistan registered five
FIRs agamst the Tormer federal
minister on_ various applica-
tions by different people for
using derogatory and foul lan-
puage against state institutions
Police have already obtained
five days’ remand for Mr
Swalti in the aforesaid cases,
Swati has been kept in Quetta
The bench also directed the
Balochistan police chief to sub-
mit a report mn this regard.
Swati's son had also filed
another petition seeking the

quashing of FIRs against his
father ﬁn this petition, we
pleaded that second FIR can
not be registered against Mr.
Swati in one incident because
FIRs have already been lodged
agamst him in Islamabad,

aseebullah Tareen, the coun-
sel for the former federal min-
ister said

The son of the former minis-
ter also requested the court
not to move his father to
Khuzdar, Gwadar. Zhob, and
other parts of Balochistan in
the same FIRs

Burn units to be established in all DHQs

Health Desk - s

Chief Minister Balochistan
Mir Abdul Quddoos Bizenjo
directed the establishment of
burn units in all  District
Headquarters (DHQ) across
Baluﬁnatan. This will be an
important  development to
increase the treatment facili-
ties in the public interest

The  provingial  health
department has established a
20-bed general ward, a 5-bed
ICU with modern facilities. a
burn unit, and a training center
for the treatment of burn
attents 1n Civil Hospital
E)un:tta for the first time.

the divisional

While 1
headquarters and district head-
quarters of the province a
training center has been start-
ed in this sector with a huge
amount of money to buld a

across Ba

lochistan

burn ward with five to ten
beds. )

The following facilities will
be provided in this depart-
ment: Any accidental burn
patient in the civil hospital
after bemng exammed in the
dressing room_of the casualty
department of the burn unit
mﬂ be provided with bandag-
es and other supplies

If the patient has to be
admitted, then only specific
patients will be admitted, m
this regard. the Balochistan
government will bear the daily
expenses of up to one lakh
rupees. After the patient enters
the ward, he will be treated in
the presence of trained young

doctors and nurses, including
various operations. Trainees
of all Dhvisional Headguarters
Hospatals and 1strict
Headguarters Hospitals  of
Balochistan will be trained in
the Bum Training Center

In this way, after traming
the staff of 40 district hea
hospitals and divisional head-
quariers hospitals, for the first
time, people in these areas of
Balochistan will have facihi-
ties near their homes for the
treatment of burn patients. The
provincial government  will
also provide six months’
salary and medicimes for the
burn unit established under
BRSP Zhob.

PM vows to promote principles of freedom
of expression, free media

ISLAMABAD: Pame Minister
Shehbaz Sharifl has reaffirmed
government's strong commitment
to support all efforts that promote
and uphold the shining principles

of demoeracy,

Shehbaz Sharif noted democra-
¢y and media reinforce each other
and there can be no democracy
without freedom of expression.

The Prime Minister said his gov-

of freedom of expression and free
media.

He was addressing an event
organized by Islamabad Joumalist
Salety Forum on the theme of the
LN ien years Plan of Action on
Tuesday

The Prime Minister said his gov-
ernment believes that the freedom
of expression is sacrosanct and will
remain at the heart of development

emment would be part of efforts
aimed at making Pakistani democ-
racy stronger through greater free
media.

Pakistan became first
country in Asia to pass
legislation on the Safety
of Journalists

Shehbaz Shanl pointed out that
Pakistan became the first country
in Asia to pass legislation on the
Safety of Journalisis at the federal
and the provincial level in Sindh
province He said the government
will continue to support the ongo-
ing efforts in Punjab, Khyber
Pakhwnkhwa and Balochistan to
Ieg{:slale on safety of journalists.

Shehbaz Shart said the parlia-
ment passed a landmark Protection
of Journalists and Media
Professional Acts after thorough
consultations with all the stake-
holders.

Act recognizes the rights
of journalists and seeks
to protect media persons

_He said this act recognizes the
rights of joumalists and seeks to pro-
tect media persons from all kinds of
ill tremtment and agpression. He
assured the full implementation of
this lemslanon Shehb az Shanf said
his government believes that no
journalists should be called out or
attacked for exercising their freedom
of expression as puaranteed under
the constinution of Pakistan INP

Education going beyond the reach

By Abdul Shakoor Khan

“1 am the Embnlic father of 4000 children, and unless you waive off the
fee of all of them | will not leave my just strugele to drag the school busi-
ness mafia to court,” Mohammad Aslam Rind, former Nazim and famous
social worker of the Quetia city said narrating his strives, he made a%amst
the private school mafia hounded parents with fee challans for holidays
months against the court verdict. :

“Agamst the uncontrolled private schools mainly the branded ones, rel-
evant authorities seem helpless; to mend their ways, and take them to task,
it is only parent’s headache to fight back such giant mafia minting money
for their vested interest,”

Aslam Rind told Quetta Voice that following the apex court’s verdict on
the fee structure of the private schools in 2019 he started raising his voice
on different forums, T held several meetings chaired by the then Deputy
Commissioner Cuetta Zafar Abbasi and the representafives of the private
schools operating across the province but all in vain. )

“My invincibility and inflexibility of very stance coerced private school
body offer me waiving off fee of my children,” [ have no children in any
of the private schools, my struggle 1s for all children studying in private
schools, | cleared to them turning down their offer and sticking to my only
demand of getting maximum relief to all parents

Despite the passage of three years, nothing changed, parents are com-
pelled to deposit a major chunk of their hard-eamed money in the banks of
schools to equip their children with knowledge being sold out by the busi-
ness mafia keen to hoard money and least interested in character building
of the students.

Private school expenses have forced to
change my children’s schools,Aslam Rind

The wave of inflation during the PTI regime has not only impacted the
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poor but the middle class as well. Parents have started recalculating and
cutting monthly household expenses, while on the other hand rising fees in
private educational institutions and other relevant expenses have forced
them even change their children’s schools.

Though parents in droves moved the court and the Private Educational
Institutions Registration and Regulatory Authority, not much difference
was made.

Millions of parents reeling from the economic downtum across the
country are worried about the private schools’ tendency to churn out cash
from them in the name of quality education.

The price hike of the daily essentials has put parents between the dewl
and the deep sea. Hardly do they manage a monthly household edible and
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of poor parents

other budgets for other necessities, then they come across the unchecked
and illegal fiees charged by the private schools, sometimes two months at
a time as well,

Millions of parents reeling from the
economic downturn across the country

“How could yvou deprive students of taking annual exams, if par-
ents did not pay double fee ie November-December," Abdul Razag
Shaikh, a local journalist told his recent experience when his three
kids studying in the missionary school were barred from sitting in
the exam on the pretext of non-payment of their two months fee,

Shaikh further deplored that his three kids studying in the coun-
try’s big brand known for its welfare schooling system were barred
from taking exams as he was late to deposit two months” Nov-Dec
fee “There is no check on them, how dare they could take two
month's fee at a time violating the laws and liable to contempt of
court,” he said adding that to save his kids from an ¢mbarrassing
situation. he took money from a friend of mine and deposited fee”

Parliamentary Secretary of Law and Parliamentary Affairs, Dr,
Rubaha Buledi commenting on the apathy of the private schools and
helplessness of poor parents deplored that parliament has made the
laws and formed the authority but implementation of these laws is
not satisfactory. “Government, through its different mechanisms, is
striving hard to improve the quality of education in the government-
run scfmls“‘ she said, adding thal with improvement in the public
schools, we can provide relief to the poor parents. Long-term strate-
gy and sustainable steps taken by the government aimed at bringing
reforms in the education sector would help free parents from the
brutal clutches of the private school mafia running their business in
the name of imparting education.
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Editor Asim Khan

Balochistan

facing dire financial

Crisis

. Balochistan continues fo face a dire financial crisis currently. By any def-
inition, the province’s current financial crisis is dire since the government
has hinted to stop the salaries of employees. Chief Minister Mir Quddus
Bizenjo decided to meet Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif along with all par-
liamentary leaders of the political parties in the Balochistan Assembly to
apprise the premier about the financial crisis.

As per the statistics shared by the Balochistan government, so far, the
Planning and Development (P&D) department has released Rs.70bs out of

a total of around Rs.200bs under the

blic Sector Development Program

for the financial vear 2022-23. This simply proves bad governance coupled
with the serious financial crisis.
~ Almost half a year passed. Harsh winter has already begun and construc-
tion work in most parts of Balochistan comes to halt for around two months,

gnll@m worth Rs.130bs within
@

The question anses that how the %u\remmenr would execute development
three or four months under the

SDP.

initely, the government would not be able to complete projects relating

to education, health, water, ro

ads, ete.

Such a serious financial crisis surfaced almost after a decade in
Balachistan since the province’s share in the MNational Finance Commission
(NFC) award was doubled in 2009, This is irony of the fate that successive
Eavcmmmts failed to ensure strict financial discipline to develop this most

ackward province of the country. .

Non-development expenditures of the province continue to rise and the

volume of development funds falls fast. This subsequently has the worst

im

ct on the socio-economic condition of Balochistan.

or the prevailing financial crisis, both the govemment and the opposition
are responsible since today’s opposition is the de-facto government in
Baloclistan, A strict financial discipline needs to be introduced and imple-
mented in Balochistan to improve the living standard of the people of
Balochistan before the situation turns ugly tum.

Our wheat prob

Wheat is the main sta-
ple food n Pakistan
Consumption 15 around
125 kilograms per head

er vear — one of the
hichest 1n the world.
Wheat and wheat-based
products account for G-
T0% of total calories
consumed. As incomes

and urbanisation
INCTrease, CONSUMEers are
gradually shufting

towards more of a diver-
sified diet with
increased consumption
of higher-value foods
such as fruits, vegeta-
bles, meats and damry
products. However, for
the foreseeable future
wheat will remain of
primary importance —
and the mam source of
calories. especially for
the poor.

One of the country's
principal policy goals 1s
to  produce enough
wheat to meet national
needs, and if possible, a
small surplus for export
or to pul into stock. To
meet this objective, the
government conducts a
nigorous wheat planting
campaign every year —

ets for planting and
yvields are set and pro-
curement taroets are
agreed upon. Thousands
of extension agents and
agriculture students are
mstructed to fan out
across the country  to

encourage and advise

wheat farmers —
whether they do this,
and whether this has any

impact 15 another mat-
ter. The government
also spends billions on
subsidising mputs and
buying wheat at a hixed
price which 1s then sold
to flour millers at con-
cessional rates to pro-
vide cheap atta to con-
SUIMETS,

Over the past
decades, this process,
despite its myriad ineffi-
clencies, along with bet-
ter seeds and production
systems, has succeeded
in increasing wheat pro-
duction. In 1990 pro-
duction was 14.4 mil-
lign tons and crossed 25
million tons in 2011 —
an Increase of 75% in
about 20 vears. Since
then progress has been
much slower — it took
10 years before produc-
tion hit a new record of
275 million tons In
2021 (a 10% increase in
10 years) before falling
back to 264 million
tons in 2022, Prospects
for 2023 are h]%hl}'
uncertain as it 15 still not
clear if lower planting,
due to areas still being
underwater or water-
loggzed, will be offset by
higher wields due to
enhanced soil fertility
caused by silt deposits.

Slower growth in
wheat production has
made Pakistan increas-
mgly dependent on for-
ewgn supplies. Two to
three million tons —
around 10% of needs —
are being imported in
the last vears, However,
high dependence on
imported wheat 15 of
s0me concern.
International  markets
have been wvolatile and
turbulent  in  recent
times, and this may well
be a continuing feature
for the coming years if
not coming decades.

Trade-related deci-
sions in the face of
volatility and turbulence
15 difficult. The situation
mn the case of wheat is
made even more diffi-
cult by the lack of reli-
able real-time data on
domestic  production
and supplies; on region-
al trade flows — for
example 1o Afghanistan;
and on actual public
sector  stocks  whose
quality 15 doubtful and
quantities are reportedly
maccurate due to thefts,
pilferage  and est
attacks The difficulties
of handling the wheat
market became clear in
2019 when government
estimates suggested a
wheat surplus and some
500,000  tons  were
exported.

But then, as domestic
market conditions tight-
ened, the government
was forced to change
rears and IMport Some
3.4 MMT to meet con-
sumer needs and help
rebuild the country’s
wheat stocks. at a much
higher cost.  These
events created a public
uproar and n'ig%ered an

investigation by the
Federal Investigation
Agency  which  was

highly eritical of the
government’s handling
of the wheat trade

A good option for
Pakistan would be to try
to increase domestic
wheat production. At
present the average
l{ie]d of wheat is around
Jtons'ha, substantially
lower than other compa-
rable countries. There is
a huge scope to increase
this vield through rela-
tively simple changes in
the production system
such as reduced tillage,
increased use of certi-
fied seeds, use of seed
drills, a better match
between fertiliser appli-
cations and soils, and
application of micro-
nutrients. There 15 also a
large potential scope to

uce on-farm and off-
farm losses through
improved  harvesting,
bulk handling and stor-
age in modern silos.

lem

Daud Khan/Ghasharib Shoukat

Climate change poses
problems for istan as
il does for many other
countries, However, it
also ereates oppottuni-
ties. Changing rainfall

terns have resulted in

igher precipitation in
SOMMEe c}fr:he arid areas in
Balochistan and Sindh,
And this has expanded
the potential area for
wheat. With relatively
minor investments, for
example, in water stor-
age (small dams) and
water spreading tech-
nolooies, these areas
could, in a good vear,
get a reasonable wheat
crop from ]J{hSt—ITI'L‘IT]—
soon residual moisture

~ These changes and
innovations require a
much more efficient and
dynamic  production
system than we have at
resent. There 15 a need
or better inputs, better
technology, better
machmery and equip-
ment, and better trained
technical staff And if
Pakistan needs to make
better use of rain-fed
areas, production sys-
tems need 1o be agile. In
low rainfall vears, plant-
ing may not be wviable,
But in a yvear with good
rainfall inputs. man-
power and equipment
need to be guickly
moved into and areas to
plant wheat.

Our ‘permacrisis of polycrisis’

What country ranks
[34th out of 192 coun-
tries in per capita GDP
by Purchasmg power par-
ity? What country 15 sec-
ond from the bottom in
the WEF's  Global
Gender Gap Index? What
country 1s ranked number
one in the US Holocaust
Memorial Museum for
Couniries at Risk of
Mass  Killing?  What
country is in the top
twelve in the world for
risk of sovereign default?
. Before vou guess, here
15 some more data.
Maybe more important.

In the list of countries
that are relatively poor,
this country has staved
static, in ifs region and
=1I|:|I:|a§l}- — many coun-
fries that are as larze or
larger, as complex, or
more complex, as com-
plicated or more compli-
cated, have rocketed past
it in terms of GDP per
capita. In the list of bot-
tom !E'Edlﬂg COUnInes an
the Global Gender Gap,
thisa country is a con-
stant, as it 1s at the top of
the list for risk of mass
killing. On the list of
countries_that are con-
stantly flirting with a
conversation about
default, this country has
been the most consistent
chart topper, with at least
a quarter cenury of con-
stant chatter about an
imminent default.

So conversations about
an absence of prosperity,
massive gender imequali-
ty, insecurity of life and
property, and the poten-
tial for insolvency are
not new conversations im
this country — they are
constants,  all  having
multi-decades long intros
and no coda in sight.

The kicker in all this is
not the absence of pros-
perity, or the quantum of
inequality of the sexes
or the constant risk of
conflict and mass killing,
or even default being
constantly around the
corner. The kicker 15 that
for each and every one of
these deeply worrying
indicators, there is no
plan for an exit, and no
imminent hope of such a
plan emerzing, )

By now, the discerming
reader knows that the
country in question is
Pakistan The constancy
of the country’s troubles
— which is code for the
troubles of the people of
the country is well
established” What 15 less
clear to many is that, in
the words of Damiel
Markey, there is, “no exit
from = Pakistan™  for
Pakistan. There 15 no

ath to a better economic
future (per capita), there
is no plan for improved
gender cgutty. there is no
plan to address dnvers of
conflict or ameliorate the
risks 1o the security of
Pakistanis, and there is
no real medium-term
plan for how Pakistan
will exit the desperate
dash to Beijing and
Riyadh cycle as it shad-
ow boxes with a sover-
eign default, .
he polyerisis  in
Pakistan has the four
dimensions | have tried
to highlight above in the
order that they matter.
Microeconomic wellbe-
ing, social exclusion,
insecurity and macroeco-
nomic dysfunction,

Ordinary  Pakistanis
have a standard of living
that should be unaccept-
able to anyone anywhere

in the world, with per
capita GDP (PPP) at
below 56,000 per annum
This is lower than
Bangladesh and lower
than India. It is less than
half of the figure for
Egypt and it 15 mne limes
lower than the figure for
Saudi Arabia.

- To add insult to the
injury of being extraordi-
narily poor, Pakistanis
live in a country where
women are denied basic
distributive and social

justice — leading to a
massive array of inter-
eenerational ~ problems.

Malnutrition, high rates
of infant mortality, high
maternal mortality, low
school enrolment, low
literacy are all products
of the onginal social sin
in Pakistan: a massively
skewed set of political
and social freedoms for
WOImEn. o

For wears, Pakistanis
pointed at Saudi Arabia
and Iran as places that
Pakistani women could
look to feel better about
the oppression they face.
Like every other race that
Pakastan could once look
comfortably upon, the
score in both  the
Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia (thanks to the
leadership  of Crown
Prince Mohammad Bin
Salman) and in_ the
Islamic Republic of Iran
%thanks to the courage of
ran’s young women) is
changing fast. Pakistan?
The country recently had
a prime minister that
sought to urge women to
COVEr up more 1o avoid
sexual assault

Pakistanis also live in
a_country where mass
killings have been nor-
malized. From the north

through the south, from
the mountains to the
plains, in  markets,
schools, hospitals and on
the battlefield, Pakistam
lives are treated cheaply.
Most egresious in this
list aré the terrorist
groups, the separatists
and the cnminals that run
around the country with
impunity — but watchin
society and state respon
to obvious cases of bla-
tant disregard for human
life (like the Noor
Mugaddam case, or the
Shahzeb Khan case, or
the Sara Inam case) rein-
forces the old adage: vou
are given the respect that
you command.
Pakistanis have been
killed wantonly and
without consequence by
Pakistan’s enemies for so
long, that the very con-
cepi of the sacredness of
human life has been
reduced to a punchline.
When Pakistanis forced
to the periphery of a
?u-l:ud life complain too
oudly, the state and soci-
ety conspire to relepate
them further into the
periphery. When such
Fenphenes explode into
oreign-funded insurgen-
cies, state and society
bury their heads in the
sand, hoping the noise
and shrapnel will stay in
places far away, where
social media doesn’t pen-
etrate as lucidly as in the
leafy cafes where much
of * English-speaking
Pakistan feels optimistic
about a future as dark as
the coffee some of us
INS151 an

Perhaps the poster
child for all this dysfunc-
tion 15 the one metric of
Pakistan that has the
potential to damage and

v Mosharraf Zaidi
destroy  the Pakistani
elite the most: a sover-
eign default. | hegan a
regular space in this
newspaper with this col-
umn in 2008 and among
my first pieces was an
exploration of whether
perhaps &  sovereign
default was a necessary
step in the country's path
toward  normaley. |
meant to wnte the piece
only to provoke some
thin |nI|:l,. Almost fifteen
years [ater. Pakistan is
closer to default and
more likely to complete
the journey than ever
before There 15 still no
thinking, :

_ Why 1s there no think-
ing on such an existential
1ssue, especially one that
will _Pcnﬂancntlv alter
the lifestyles and stand-
ing of the Pakistani elite?

art of the reason is
that the country has
enjoyed and continues to
enjoy a miraculous abili-
v 10 evade catastrophe
by eveling through dif-
ferent kinds of crises
But what makes the
Pakistan polyerisis of
2022 really wonying for
anyone that cares to
examine the seriousness
of the individual crises
that make up this polyen-
sis is that there is no new
kind of crisis to stumble
into. Sure, Pakistan just
experienced the worst
flooding on the planet,
and in Pakistan’s own
history this summer, but
look around the public
discourse. Do you see
any sign that it has
affected the Pakistani
ehte? Save perhaps the
tireless work being done
by Sherry Rehman as the
minister  for  elimate
change™.

DISCOs and

price hikes

he  rising
costs of elec-
tricity due to
the non-avail-
ability of the
. right kind of
fuel is irking consumers
DISCOs are helpless as
the whole process is
under the government’s
control.
This increase has been
trigoered by long-term
trends such as underin-
vestment in natural gas
and clean energy .wplp ¥,
and short-term develop-
ments like reductions in
natural zas. Such trends
have prompted the gov-
ernment to pump up
subsidies to  protect
business communities
leading export-oriented
aperations against the
inancial strain. As a
result, the energy crisis
is mow contributing to
the rising inflation
across the country )
The government is
mow struggling against
the curreni energy price
flp_lke. which has been
riven by a mix of
incrulascd diﬁmund and
supp isruptions
mﬂseg in the wake of
fluctuating  exchange
rates and general insta-
bility in the country
L is important 1o note
that if the input prices
keep rising as many ana-
lysts expect, without any
replaceable raw maten-
als such as RLNG and
natural gas, they could
take a bite out of eco-
nomic growth and force
power, uula%es and load
shedding. In the past

recent months, rising
tariffs caused protests
across  the  country.
People in large numbers
protested against exorbi-
tant hikes in electricity
bills, rising electricity
tariffs and various mis-
cellaneous taxes.

Also, electncity dis-
tribution companies
have not been able to
procure  natural  gas,
despite specific instruc-
tions from the court
One must note that
DISCOs are powerless
in such a situation — in
the sense that higher
rates will not solve the
energy shortage. nor are
they responsible for
leveraging one industry
over another. In all fair-
ness to them, they have
little choice but to at
least  appear to be
addressing the crisis
they all see coming. We
can hope that they mt%ht
make good decisions for

the public

‘I.I.Phile both _residents
and commercial users
are affected by fuel-cost
adjustments and_high
tariffs, export-onented
industries are being pro-
vided natural gas, enjoy-
ing cost savings and
operational etficiencies,
and  disrupting  the
industry norm
Distribution  companies
are fﬁc?“b{ the brunt of
this privilege extended
to these industries.

The reality here is that
Pakistan faces an energy
crisis that is mainly a
product of the sovern-
ment’s decision-making

By Sara Danial
A shortage that has been
artificially created by
government restrictions
on energy production,
distribution, and usage.
Those policies  were
formed  beyond  any
external coercion,  and
they have played a
major role in creating
the crisis. ) )

Such economic poli-
cies of the incumbent
government will fail to
control the rising and
the economy. PaKistami
authorities must step up
and take measures to
contain the price hikes.
They must shift away
from policies that direct-
Ily seek to limit prices.
This  approach  will
ensure that the support
provided 15 fair and
effective on the part of
the wgovernment. And
while all of us agree that
the global fuel prices
have also had an impact
on the local scenario, the

overnment must realize
that it is a driving Factor
behind the worsenin
outlook for both growt
and prosperity,

In addition, broad and
equitable access to alter-
native energy sources is
a_prerequizite for an
effective and publicly
acceptable longer-term
strategy for the state to
direct and distribution
companies to  imple-
ment, The state must
devise a plan for an
‘emergency  interven-
tion” into the collective's
power markets in_an
effort 1o stabilize elec-
tricity prices

Floods, animals and pets

Pakistan has been bal-
tered by flash floods that
have claimed the lives
of nearly 1,500 people
and one million animals,
including cattle,
Between 1999 and 2018,
Pakistan ranked as the

fifth most wvulnerable
country  to climate
chan

&
A E&w ]ite:raclr' rate has
made Pakistanl society
hostile towards animals
and pets. A large secg-
ment of society believes
that dogs, in particular,
hrinﬁhad luck.

UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres visited
Pakistan in Seplember
and appealed the world
for  generous  relief
efforts and cooperation
to mitigate the chal-
lenges Faced by the
country. He has called
the floods a ‘monsoon
on steroids’ and said that
rich  polluters  have
turned a blind eye to the
country that has been
victimized by their reck-
less emissions.

Some countries
including the US, UK,
Canada, France, Italy,
UAE and Turkev have
sent aid to help the
country repair the dam-
age caused.  Several
relief items including
tents, medicines, dry
food, clothes and other
eszential items have
been donated, But the
most vulnerable mem-
bers of the ecosystem
animals and livestock
have escaped the atten-
tion of almost evervone.

Lumpy skin disease,
an infection that causes
nodules on the skin of

caltle, was already rife
in the southemn parts of
Pakistan, and now the
cataclysmic floods have
further exacerbated the
tnisery of these animals.
The f{ands have already
washed away several
crops and agricultural
produce. The shortage
of food and lack of med-
ical facilities are not
only making the lives of
the  flood-affected pec-
ple miserable but also
creating difficulties for
animals,

Climate change is also
affecting migratory
birds that travel long
distances to escape the
harsh winter, flving all
the way from Siberia
through the international
migration route known
as the Indus Flyway,
over the Karakorum,
Hindu Kash, and
Suleiman ranges (Koh
Sulemain) along  the
Indus, down to the delta.

These migratory birds
include ucks and
waders, geese, teals,
houbara bustard, cranes,
intaill. mallard. spoon
ills,  raptors,  and
vasserines such as war-
lers, ipits and
buntings. Some species,
including the common
and Demoiselle cranes,
spipe and pelican enter
through Kurram Agency,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
{KI!}.

More floods are likely
to cause severe damage
to the natural habitat of
these migratory birds.
Unethical hunting, pol-
lution in the wetlands
and anthropogenic
structures abutting the

wetlands are some of the
threats faced by these
birds.

Bird hunting in
Pakistan is one of the
favourite  sports ol

oung rovals from the

iddle East. In 2014, a
foreign national was
reported to have killed
2,000 houbara bustards
even though he had the
ermit to hunt only 100
irds. Pakistan keeps
ignoring such violations
because of ils economic
woes it relies on
friendly countries for
financial bailouts. Such
economic compulsions
pose threats to the salety
of migratory birds, espe-
cially houbara bustard,
in this country.

Some duck species are
also facing massive de-

population,  incleding
white-eyed  pochard,
marbled teal and gar-

aney. Cranes, popular
for their size and unique

calls, and complex
behaviour, are the
favourite  prey  of
hunters

_Animal cruelty is also
rife in Pakistan where
thousands of dogs get
brutally culled every
year by state authorities,
particularly in parts of
Sindh, to curb  the
uncontrolled population
of stray dogs.
Government officials do
not allocate a sufficient
amount of funds for neu-
tering and other humane
ways of controlling the
population of stray dogs.

oaching 15 also ram-

pant in Pakistan with
pangolins  fast losing
their population

Pangolin scales are high
in demand for medicinal
use. Gilgit-Baltistan is
also home to the trophy
hunting of ibexes and
‘markhors’, both rare
species of the goat fami-

There are other finan-
cial issues that indirect-
Iy affect  animals,
Pakistan sets aside a
huﬁe part of its annual
budget for non-develop-
ment  expenses.  The
huge gap between its
exports and imports has
caused a massive budget
deficit that in ftum has
brought the nation to the
verge  of  default,
Pakistan, a few months
back, had to restrict its
imports to balance its
foreign reserves. As a
result, the import of pet
food was also banned,
There is no local pro-
duction of pets” vaccines
and their dry food. Thus,
the ban was likely to
cause a shortage of pets’
medical supplies and
dry food. Fl rightly
attracted backlash from
pet owners that forced
the government to lifi
the ban. But now the
Erices of pet food items

ave skyrocketed.

Pakistan has not been
able to build enough
reservoirs to store the
water that travels in the
monsoon season  from
the peaks of Himalavas
to the highlands of KP,
onte  the plains of
Punjab and finally enter-
ing the Arabian Sea.
Discord among the four
Erm-mc&s of the country

as swaved the focus of

the dam-building

Awais Anwer Khawaija

process from a techno-
engineering challenge to
olitical  brandishing.

indh has repeatedﬁ-'
expressed its reserva-
tions that the coastal line
of the provinee is gradu-
ally submerging in the
Arabian sea, and the
building of dams will
further accelerate the
land erosion process as
the flow of water will be
crippled, which is a nat-
ural deterrent against the
submerging of  the
coastal line in the sea
Distrust, among the
provinces, in water dis-
tribution resources, 1s
also one of the reasons
Pakistan does not have
enough water reservoirs,
With heavy rainfall this
year, the country’s agri-
cultural produce has
been badly damaged
This has cause a
famine-like situation for
humans, cattle and live-
stock

People living in the
developed world are not
fully aware of the dam-
age caused by the apoc-
alvptic floods in
Pakistan and other vul-
nerable countries, which
was triggered by their
extravagant and envi-
ronmentally  insensitive
lifestyle. Pakistan can-
not take encugh meas-
ures on its own to count-
er the challenges posed
by climate change.

It is time the biggest
carbon polluters took
effective measures to
deal with the climate
challenge. Their failure
tor dov 50 will pose threats
to humans and animals
alike.

Animal cruelty
in Pakistan

“he indiffer-
ence, callous-
ness, and con-
tempt that so

many people exhibit
toward animals is evil
first because it resulls in
ereal suffering in ani-
mals, and second because
it results in an incaleula-
bly great impoverishment
of the human spirit.” I did
not pen  these words,
Albert Einstein did. Islam
also forbids reating ani-
mals cruelly or killing
them eiept for food.
Zabiha rules stipulate
how an animal to be
slaughtered must not be
misireated or caused
undue pain. Yet, animal
cruelty is rampant and
exists in varied forms in
countries like ours

We live in a country
where political leaders
have been known to hold
political rallies  with
caged and chained lions,
and where animals like
turtles given away as
party favours at chil-
dres’s birthdays. Many
well-to-do people pay a
lot of money to purchase
expensive cats, dogs, or
birds but treat them cal-
lously. Cruelty towards
animals is not the reserve
of rich people only,
Cruelty 10 animals espe-
cially " donkeys, horses
and mules is also wide-
spread. These animals are
overworked, under-fed,
and harshly beaten by
their owners.

Some recent attempts
at humane dog population
management  and  mass
vaccinations in Karachi
have dissipated, Tnstead,

the recent uproar follow-
ing the negligence of ani-
mal owners and attacks
by guard dogs on pedes-
trians in Karachi
unleashed another unwar-
ranted attacks on dogs all
over the country. Several
neighbourhoods  started
instigating  municipal
organisgtions to  shoot
stray dogs on sight. Use
of strychnine polson was
once again allowed to
poison dogs

There Hls a general
absence of adequaie laws
related to animal welfare
and animal slaughter, and
the existing laws that
exist are not adequately
implemented, Pakistan’s
Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act (1890) aims
to protect many animals,
including draught ani-
mals. This law 1s however
outdated and does not
reflect the prevalent sci-
entific, cultural, or com-
mercial compulsions per-
taining to animal weltare,
It 15 time to update this
law 1o protect both pet
and wild animals, to insti-
tute mechanisms for their
care, and define conse-
quence for those who are
neglectful towards ani-
mals.

It is encouraging that
the Halal Authority Act
{2013) has not only man-
dated  humane treatment
of animals throughout the
slaughter process, but
also prohibited animals
from seeing one another
being slaughtered
However, there has been
little implementation of
this law,

While animal abandon-

Sved Mohammad Ali

ment  is  illegal  in
Pakistan, there is scant
regulation on how animal
owners should care for
their animals. Moreover,
zoos across Pakistan are
notorious for their poor
conditions. Prompied by
international  criticism
over the Islamabad zoo's
maltreatment of the ele-

hant, Kaavan, the
Istamabad High Court
issued an unprecedented
ruling last vear. It ordered
that the eniire zoo of over
four hundred animals to
be closed and all the ani-
mals within it to be trans-
ferred to appropriate
wildlife sanctuaries in the
short period of two
menths, The rush to
emply the zoo caused the
death of a pair of lions
which passed away, two
days apart, duning ther
transfer from the zoo to a
farmhouse in Kasur city
instead of a sanctuary as
had been directly by the
court.

Pakistan also urgently
needs to enact legistation
detailing specific welfare
requirements for the rear-
ing of farm animals dur-
ing distinct phases of
rearing, tramsport, and
slanghter. Such require-
menis must be legally
binding and species-spe-
cific and aligned with
international animal wel-
fare standards. Regular
inspections of farms and
slaughter establishments
would have to be carried
out with a special focus
on animal welfare or the
situation on the ground
will mot change for the
better
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PEW warns of food insecurity
amid differences of centre,
provinces over wheat issue

LAHORE: The
Pakistan Economy Watch
(PEW) on uesday

warned of severe food
insecurity amid endless
differences between the
central and provingial
governments over wheat
1850€ ;

In & statement i1ssued
here, President PEW Dr
Murtaza Mughal said that
for the first time in the
country's history central
and provincial  officials
are holding meetings
after taking critical deci-
sions which is amazing

He said that keeping
the price of wheat uni-
form across the country
has now become difficult

as the government lacks
rescurces and  provinces
are taking decisions with-
out  consulting  other
important stakeholders.
Dr. Murtaza Mughal
said that  Sindh has
increased wheal procure-
ment prices by 45 percent
unilaterally which was a
record in the history of
Pakistan. Soon, Punjab
increased its price by 26
percent and now the same
province is planning to
revise the prce upward
leaving the center puz-
#led, he added
The President PEW
said that wheat is being
imported at  different
prices while the private

sector,  hoarders, and
profiteers are also using
the opportunity to reap
maximum benefits.

Currently, the three
main stakeholders of
wheat, which include

Punjab, Sindh, and the
central government, are
not ﬁinxmg on the price
of wheat and are busy
giving priority to their
political interests which
15 unfortunate. The food
secunty situation is not
improving  but  rather
deteriorating,  hoarders
are taking full advantage
of this situation, while the
people are paving the
price of politically-moti-
vated decisions. INP

Pakistan's seafood

exports to China up 41pc
in Jan-Oct 2022

BEIING: Pakistan's
seafood exporis 1o
China topped $166.56
million, an increase of
41% mn the month of
January-October year-
on-year, while ~last
year it was $118.07
million, China
Economic Net (CEN)
reported on Tuesda
uoting the General

dministration ot
Customs  of  the
People’s Regubhc of
China (GACC).

GACC’s data shows
that in the first ten
months  this  year,
Pakistan’s exports of
frozen fish, commodi-
ty code (03038990), 1o

hina, crossed $45.47
million, which were
521.80 million during
the same period last

year,

In terins of volume,
in  January-October
more than 22331.728

tons of frozen fish
were  exported  to
China  whereas last
year during the same
eriod it was

3084.984 tons.

Data shows that
January-October this
year exports of fresh &
chilled crabs, com-
maodity code

ISLAMABAD: Vice Foreign minister
called on Deputy Speaker National Assembly Zahid Akram Durrani.

(03063399}, to China
touched %2246 mil-
liom.

However last year in
the same penod they
were 51714 million,
an increase of 31%. In
terms of quantity, in
the first ten months of
this gar it was
3174.391] tons and last
year in the same dura-
tion 1t was 2445136
lons, an increase of
nearly 30%.

Conferring to the
data, n January-
October  this  vear,
exports of molluscs
and shellfish, com-
modity code
HEDSgQDD}, to China,
crossed $19.77 mil-
lion, whereas they
were just $1.89 mllion
during the same period
last year,

Ghulam DQadir,
Commercial
Counsellor, Pakistani
Embassy in Beijing,
told CEN that China-
Pakistan Free Trade
Agreement  helped
many Pakistani prod-
ucts enter the Chinese
market, and Pakistan's
seafood  exports 1o
China are increasing
day-by-day due to this
agreement,

of A.rgtirm Pablo Tettamanti

"Now many
Pakistani  seafood
EXpOrters enjoy zero-
traffic duty on seafood
items while they are
getting more aware-
ness about China-
Pakistan Free Trade
s‘\gkreemenr. _

ecently, we regis-
tered new species
under the 2nd phase of
CPFTA which helped
increase  exports to
China and we are
negotiating with
GACC to add more
species to our seafood
export  list  under
CPFTA." he added.

Qadir further said
that many Pakistani
seafood  exporters
want to increase col-
laboration with
Chinese pariners to
enhance exports by
using China’s latest
technologies,  tech-
niques, and best prac-
tices in this field.

He said that the
Marine Fisheries
Department (MFD) in
Sindh and GACC are
closely cooperating to
enhance seafood
exports to China by
adding new species
under zero-tariff
rate.INP
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Traders, PTI1 leaders
condemn authorities’ move
to seal Centaurus Mall

ISLAMABAD
Traders and PTI leaders
on Tuesday denounced
[slamabad avthorities”
move to seal Centaurus
Mall a high-rise shop-
ping centre located in
the capital's F-8 sector
on the confluence of
Jinnah  and  Faisal
avenues overnight,
claiming that it was an
act of political revenge

However, a notice
pasted outside the mall
states: “The premises
has been sealed on
account of non-con-
torming use by order of
director building con-
trol-city, CDA {Capital
Development
Authoritv) In a
December 2 notifica-
tion, the CDA said that
the orders to seal the
mall were being issued
on account of the failure
to remove building vio-

lations

The notification stat-
ed, ‘Consequent upon
the persistent non-com-
pliance 1o remove build-
ing violations conveyed
vide mumercus 15 days
notices  served ¥
Building Control
Directorale and a show-
cause notice the sealing
order of the subject
If:remise_s.-' property is
ereby issued, 1n accor-
dance with “lslamabad

Capital Territory
Building Control
Regulations 2020

framed thereunder CDA
Ordinance 1960 and
terms and conditions of
allotment! sale agree-
ment.”

The PTI linked the
sealing of the mall to
criticism  of  Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
by Azad Jammu and
Kashmir premier Sardar

Tanveer Ilyas,

PM Shehbaz inaugu-
rated the refurbishment
project of units 5 and 6
of the Mangla Dam
Hydroelectric  Power
Plant, built on the
Jhelum river in Mangla
area of AJK, on Monday
where he addressed the
project’s  inauguration
ceremony. As he was
winding up his speech.
Ilyas interrupted him
and asked what he had
done for AJK

In a video clip that
went viral on social
media, PM  Shehbaz
could be seen gesturing
1o the AJK premier to sl
down and raise his con-
cerns after the speech.

According to a wit-
ness, after wrapping up
his speech, PM Shehbaz
hurriedly left the venue
without heeding to AJK
PM Hyas INP

ISLAMABAD:
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President Dr. Arif Alvi write comments on condolences book
over the sad demise of former Chinese President, Jiang Femin at Chinese

JI Chief, Turkish
Envoy discuss issues of
mutual interest

[SAMABAD: Ameer
Jamaat-e-Islams (JI)} Sirajul
Haq and Turkish Ambassador
Mehmet Pacaci discussed
bilateral relations of the two

countries and matters of
mutual interests during a
meeting held here on
Tuesday

Director JI Foreign Affairs
Department, Asif Lugman
Qazi was also present on the
oceasion.

Speaking on occasion,
Sirajul Haq said that J1 highly
values brotherly relations
with Turkey and Pakistan and
wanted to see Ummah united
for common cause. He said
both the countries could pro-

vide leadership to the Muslim
world to cope with the differ-
ent challenges particularly
Islamophobia.

Appreciating the role of
Turkizh President on 15sues of
Palestine and Kashmir, the Jl
chief said that both the
nations supported each other
on Kashmur and Northern
Cyprus. He highlighted the
Islamie world  should  set
aside their mutual differences
and pose unmity among their
ranks, He said unity among
Pakistan, Turkey, Saud
Arabia and lran was the need
of the hour to counter the
influence of western civiliza-
tion, He said that Turkey and

Pakistan were two bodies
with a single soul, and they
had centuries old religious
and cultural refations. _

Siraj said Turkey occupied
a distinct position in the
Muslim world and the gov-
ernment of President Erdogan
was the torch-bearer of great
Turkish  civilization and
elory

The J1 chief smd that the
eves of the entire Muslim
world were on Turkey.

The Turkish ambassador
expressed his gratitude to the
people of Pakistan and the Jl
chief for expressing their love
and unamimity with the
Turkish people ijNP

‘Pakistan will not face us sanctions
on procuring oil from Russia’

ISLAMABAD: State
Minister for  Petroleum
Musadik Malik has asserted
that Pakistan will not face any
United States (US) sanctions
on_procuring oil from Russia.

alking to journalists in
Islamabad, the state minister
noted that several Euwropean
countries have procured oil
from Russia recently and did
not face any sanctions from
the United States {US)

Musadik Malik further said
that the incumbent govern-
ment was discussing the pur-
chase of oil and gas with
Russia and hopefully, all
details of the deals will be
made public by January 20

Speaking " of  Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf”s (PTI)

claims of importing oil from
Russia, the party was only
making tall claims as the min-
utes of their talks for cheap oil
are nowhere to be found.
The petroleum minister
claimed that when he asked
Ambassador of Russia about
the previous governmenl’s
regarding oil pact, the official
said the previous government
only talked to them about the

gas pipeline -
He claimed that the minutes
of their _meetings with

Moscow officials can prove
their claims, In response 1o a
guestion, Malik said that gov-
ernment was not deliberating
on imposing any economic
emergency, reiterating that the
country would not default

Gas supply schedule
announced for
Punjab, KP

FARACHI

SMGP

KPP provinces

The Managing Director of Sui Morthern Gas
Pipelines Limited (SNGPL) Al J Hamdani said,
“Omnly eight hours of gas will be supplied to domes-
tic consumers in the span of 24 hours across Punjab
and Khvber Pakhtunkhwa (KP)."”

While speaking to the media in Lahore, Ali J
Hamdani blamed Ukraine and Russia for the gas cri-
sis saving, that the increase in RLMNG price in the
_ﬁlnha markel was the outcome of the Ukraine-

ussia war, which affects the supply across Pakistan

Mot much RLNG could be bought this vear, due to
the global
Meanwhile, people are installing compressors and

the expensive RLNG in

stealing zas worth billions,
MD

Consumers in Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) provinces are likely to face 16-
hour %as outages this winter season, whereas, the
. MD wnveils a new schedule )

Gas outages are likely to intensify in Punjab and

GPL urged that gas prices should be
increased as they are unable to purchase expensive
gas and resell it at a low price INP

market

Citizens stage protest
against loadshedding on
Karachi’s Mauripur road

KARACHIL Citizens of Lyari area have slaged a
protest against K-Electric (KE) on Mauripur Road
in Karachi against unannounced and prolonged

power loadshedding,

According to details, a large number of residents
— under the leadership of Jamat-e-Tslami (J1) MPA
Sved Abdul Rasheed — have blocked the Maunpur
Road, protesting against the K-Electric over pro-

longed power loadshedding,.

The protesters were chanting slogans against the
power supplying company for resorting to pro-
lenged loadshedding throughout the day and even in
the night-time. Meanwhile, the protest hampered the
flow of traffic and led to a long line of vehicles

Addressing the protestors, MPA Syed Abdul
Rasheed demanded the KE to stop prolonged power
outages as it was also creating a water crisis in the

area.

He said the people of Lyari were facing power
cuts despite the winter season, calling the KE's atti-
tude ‘biased’. He also lambasted the Eower supply-
ing company for accusing people of

ing electricity. INP
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Chinese investors donate 400
tents for flood affectees

[SLAMABAD:  All-
Pakistan Chinese
Enterprises Association
(APCEA) has donated
400 tents to the people of
flood=hit  sites  across
Pakistan

In this connection, a
ceremony was held at the
Chinese Embassy which
was attended by busi-
nessmen, social activists,
and diplomats. .

During the oceasion,
Vice Chairman APCEA,

Mr.  Sun  Youcheng
remarked Pakistan-
China friendship has

always stood the test of
time, in the face of all

disasters

He also shared the
APCEA contnbution of
R5155 million to the
Prime Minister's Flood
Relief Fund 2022 in
Aucust and since then it
had launched wvarious
rounds of donations.

He also expressed his
ratitude to [WCC] and
WP for their valuable
assistance in this regard
President IWCCL, Ms.
Rizwana Asif expressed
her heartiest gratifude 1o
the government of China
and the business commu-
nity for their consistent
support 1 these testing

times.

She especially thanked
APCEA for its generous
donation of 200 tents.

Chief  Coordinator
Jamhoori Wattan Party
Balochistan and
Chairman  Municipal
Committee Dera Bugt,
Mr. Mir Chakkar Bugt
thanked APCEA for its
donation of 200 tents
that have provided shel-
ter to 200 families which
are facing the impact of
the Mood

These families have
no roof over their heads
and are struggling even
more 5o due to winters.,

ISLAMABAD: PML—H senator N
PML-N Federal Capital Woman Wing President to Farrah Khan.

Chinese leading organization
China Youth Science
of China Association of Science and
Technology (CAST) has very kindly
provided ten space maker kits to PSF

Musadik Malik further said
that the incumbent govern-
ment was discussing the pur-
chase of oil and gas with
Russia and hopefully, all
details of the deals will be
made public by Janualgy 20,

Speaking of akistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf’s _A(PTT)
claims of importing oil from
Russia, the party was only
making tall claims as the min-
utes of their taiks for cheap oil
are nowhere to be found.

The petroleum minister
claimed that when he asked
Ambassador of Russia about
the previous government’s

regarding oil pact, the official

said the previous government

only talked to them about the
gas pipeline INP

uzhat Aamir giving notification of

Three injured as
tenants, shop owner
clash in Sukkur

~ SUKKUR. Three people were
injured in clash between tenants
and shop owner here on Tuesday.
Police arrested two culprits, recov-
ered illegal arms and ammunition
from their possession, )

According to details, over dis-
pute of changing locks, the tenants
and shop owner clashed at
Mubmmadi Chowk in jurisdiction
of A-Section police station. Three
people were injured in the clash
and shifted to hospital.

In line with the directives of 3P
Sukkur Singhar Malik, the police
conducted snap checking in junis-
diction of A-Section and Abad
police stations jurisdictions and
arrested two culﬁnls Zulfigar
Kaladi and Sajjad Mangi besides
recovering two unlicensed TT
Pistols, magazines and bullets
from their possession.

Separate cases in clash and arms
recovery were registered and
investigations were underway TNP

NAB green signals
unfreezing of Ishaq
Dar’s assets

LAHORE; The Mational
Accountability Bureau (NAB)
Lahore on Tuesday issued a dis-
patch to the district administration
to unfreeze Federal Minister for
Finance Ishag Dar's assets,

According to details, a dispatch
has been izsued 1o the district
administration 1n Lahore to release
the frozen assets of federal minis-
ter Ishag Dar,

The dispatch stated that frozen
hank accounts contaiming Rs 5 hil-
lion, Rs 580 million, Rs 80 lacs, Rs
T3.000, Rs 2,000, Bs 432, and Rs
239 should be released, )

Furthermore, Dar's assets will
be released when the NAB letter is
confirmed TNP

Govt urged to release veg-
etable containers stuck at
Karachi Port

KARACHI: Pakistan Fruit and
Vegetable Associations Tuesday
urged the government to release
the vegetable containers stuck at
the Karachi port, .

Containers loaded with onions
and garlic are stuck at the Karachi
port as the commercial banks have
refused to provide cleanng docu-
ments to the importers. .

The worth of stuck x-%elabms is
said to be 5.5 million. The associ-
ation has said delay in clearance of
the vegetable containers will ulti-
mately result in a price hike in the
market

The government has been urged
]‘?)Y the Pakistan Fruit and

egetable Association to ensure
immediate clearance of the imporn-
ed onion and garlic. INP

MoU signed for

opularization  of

and its

Agha Hassan

the
Tentre (CYSC)

promotion, popularization
of space science, technology

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Science
Foundation and Institute of Space
Technology on Tuesday signed a
memorandum of understanding for
Er{_&mntmn and rizal
Science, STEAM Education in space
nce, technology
applicationThe Mol signing ceremo-
%y held in the ministry of Science and
echnology was witnessed by the
Minister
Baloch, the Secretary UM Memon
and other semor officers of the min-
istry, PSF and IST Chairman PSF
Prof Dr. Shamd Mahmood Baig and
Vice Chancellor IS8T Major General
iR} Rehan Abdul Bagi signed the
Mol on behalt of concerned institu-
tions.In this programme of coopera-
tion, the PSF has planned to organize
a teenager Space Maker Camp for
akistani students, for which

The PSF, lu:u:lﬂ¥| handed over these kits
to IST and t

undertake the space maker camp,
Teenage student will be trained to
make space balloons by these kits
which would reach up 1o 30 kilome-
tres in the space. The objective of this
Moll was to define the general frame-
work of Scientific and technological
cooperation between the parties

In addition the MOU 1s aimed on
getting benefits from each other's
expertise through mutual collabora-
tion and interaction in joint scientific
activities. The Mol wall also cover
the areas of joint management, organ-
1Zing and preparation of participation
in_international O
galas and competitions.

In his remarks regarding the spage
maker camp, Federal Mimster
Hassan Baloch said that this was the
first program of is nature & i1 would
borne positive results by uphifting the
teenager students' scientific skills and
harness their talent in the right direc-
tion. INP

e both would jointly

lympads, moots,

zha

Earlier today, JWP held a
ceremony in Dera Bugti,
Balochistan, acknowl-
edging APCEA's dona-
tion and celebrating the
Pakistan-China friend-
ship with the local com-
munities.

Mimster Counsellor,
Mr, Xie Guoxiang lavd-
ed APCEA as the repre-
sentative of the Chinese
Business community in
Pakistan and its efforts in
leading social and eco-
nomic contributions

He acknowledged
APCEA’s donation of
400 tents to TWCCT and
JWP He also remarked

that China has been on
top in the list of coun-
tries that have helped
Pakistan in the flood cn-
sis  with  donations
exceeding 644 1 million
EMB.

Ms. MNaima Ansari,
Former President of
I'WCCT also requested
China to IQla:.f a proactive
role in Palistan’s eco-
nomic recovery and reit-
erated Pakistan’s strong
desire to deepen cooper-
ation with China in areas
of green development,
climate resilience, and
d 18 a s ter
management. [MNP

MUZAFFARABAD: Workers of PT1 shouting slogans during
protest in favor of their demands outside press club in the city.
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EC has authority to take action under constitution: CJP

ISLAMABAD: Chief Justice of Pakistan [f,IF}I Umar Ata Bandial has remarked Election Commission (EC)
has authority to take action under the constitution

Justice Athar Minallah remarked a constitutional institution was made dvsfunctional apparently due to the
order of high court . . . -

Supreme Court {5C) while directing hizh cournt to decide the case of contempt of election commission
against Imran Khan, Fawad Chaudhry and Asad Umar soon wrapped up the case to the extent of 3C.

The court maintained in its order that according to election commission Lahore High Court (LHC) has
restrained them from issuing order against PTI leaEIi'ershjp. Lahore high ¢ourt has not siopped from initiating
contempt of election commission proceedings but it has stopped from giving final decision

Az per law the procesdings of contempt ol election commission will continue,

A 3-member bench of 5C presided over by the CJP took IJEIlhE matter for heanng Tuesday,

The counsel for Election Commission F.'Cx] told the court LHC has restrained EC from taking action against
Imran Khan, Fawad Chaudhry and Asad Uimar,

Justice Ayesha Malik remarked the action will be taken when the proceedings of contempt of election com-
mission matler 15 completed. No high court has stopped election commission from initiating proceedings. The
election commission has stopped contempt of election commission proceedings on its own after October. SC
order will be premature. Lahore High Court order 15 not restraining election commission from inthating con-
tempt of election proceedings, i ; S i

The plea of election commission for clubbing the pending cases in high court i1s premature. Election com-
mission should tell that how the contempt of commission proceedings has been initiated

Counsel for election commission told the court section 10 of election act allows election commission to
launch contempt proceedings. Imran Khan, Fawad Chaudhiry and Asad Umar are not appearing before election
commission. High court orders have stopped election commission g ) :

The counsel for election commission requested the court to issue orders to the high courts to decide the peti-
tions filed against the contempt of election commission soon besides ordering Imran Khan, Fawad Chaudhry
and Asad Umar to appear before election commission

The PTI had challenged the notices pentaining to contempl of election commission and powers in high
courts.

The election commission had resorted to 5C for 1ssuance of order for clubbing the cases which  are run-
ning in various high courts. As per law the proceedings of contempt of election commission will continue.

A 3-member bench of 5C presided over by the CIP took up the matter for heanng Tuesday.

The counsel for Election Commission (S(’} told the court LHC has restrained EC from taking action against
Imran Khan, Fawad Chaudhry and Asad Umar,

Justice Ayesha Malik remarked the action will be taken when the prnﬂegdin%s of contempt of election com-
mission matter is completed. No high court has stopped election commission from initiating proceedings. The
election commission has stopped contempt of election commission proceedings on its own after October. SC
order will be premature [.aﬁurc High Court order is not restraining election commission from imitiating con-
tempt of election proceedings.

'['Ee plea of election commission for clubbing the pending cases in high court is premature. Election com-
mission should tell that how the contempt of commission proceedings has been imtiated, INP

Centre, provinces differences
to result in food insecurity

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Economy Watch
{PEW) on Tuesday said endless differences between
the central and provincial governments over wheat
issue the country may face a severe food security issue

For the first time in the country's history ceniral and
provincial officials are holding meetings afier taking
critical decisions which 15 amazing, it smd

Keeping the price of wheat uniform across the coun-
try has now become difficult as the government lacks
resources and provinces are taking decisions without
consulting other important stakeholders, said Dr
Murtaza Mughal, President PREW.

He said that Sindh has increased wheat procurement
prices by 45 percent unilaterally which was a record in
the history of Pakistan.

Soon, Punjab increased its price by 26 percent and
now the same province is planning to revise the price
upwiard leaving the center puzzled, he added

D Murtaza Mughal said that wheat 1s being import-
ed at different prices while the private sector, hoarders,
and profiteers are also using the opportunity to reap
maximum benefits, )

Currently, the three main stakeholders of wheat,
which include Punjab, Sindh, and the central govern-
ment, are not agresing on the lpl:rce of wheat and are
busy giving prionty (o their political interests which is
unfortunate,

The food secunty situation 15 not improving but
rather deteriorating, hoarders are taking fuﬁ advantage
of this situation, while the people are paying the price
of polifically-motivated decisions.

Keeping the price of wheat uniform across the coun-
try has now become difficult as the government lacks
resources and provinces are taking decisions without
consulting other important stakeholders, said Dr
Murtaza Mughal, President PREW

He said that Sindh has increased wheat procurement
prices by 45 percent unilaterally which was a record in
the history of Pakistan

Soon, Pumjab increased its price by 26 percent and
now the same province is planning to revise the price
upward leaving the center puzzled, he added.

Dr. Murtaza Mughal said that wheat is being import-
ed at different prices while the private sector, hoarders,
and profiteers are also using the opportunity to reap
maximum benefits, ;

Currently, the three main stakeholders of wheat,
which include Punjab, Sindh, and the central govern-
ment, are not agreeing on the price of wheat and are
busy giving priority to their political interests which is
unforunate.

For the first time in the country's history central and
provincial officials are holding meetings after taking
critical decisions which is amazing, it said

Keeping the price of wheat uniform across the coun-
try has now become difficult as the government lacks
résources and provinces are taking decisions withoui
gonsulting other important stakeholders, said Dr
Murtaza Mughal, President PREW.

He said that Sindh has increased wheat procurement
prices by 43 percent unilaterally which was a record in
the history of Pakistan.

QUETTA: JUI-F Secretary (eneral Senator Abdul Ghafoor Haideri adrerssing a press confer-
ence,

Newborn

Govt urged to formulate
snatched from

Pakistan National Healthy

mother’s hand in
Karachi

KARACHL:  Unidentified men
snatched a newbomn girl from the
hands of her mother in Karachi’s
Baldia town

According to details, a woman who
was u:omin;:]_l back after a medical
checkup of her newborn in a public
transport bus faced a shocking situa-
tion when some unidentified men
came and snatched the plastic cot
wherein her child was resting,

The mother, while narrating her
ordeal to the police, said that she kept
the baby in plastic cot to save her from
the cold breeze but feels that the
abductors were some robbers who
thought she was keeping money or
valuables in the covered cot.

“My wife wrapfed our daughter in
the plastic cot to keep her warm, the
accused snatched her in no time, and
run away.” The husband stated in First
Information Report 3

Senior Superintendent of Police
(S5P) Keamanr Fida Hussain told the
media that an investigation into the
incident has been launched, they are
receiving CCTV footage of the inci-
dent, which will help start the search
for the suspects.

At present, the whereabouts of the
baby @irl and her kidnappers are
unknowrn. INP

SC’s orders, FIR
of Arshad
Sharif’s murder
registered

ISLAMABAD: Following  the
directions of Supreme Court, the
Islamabad police on Tuesday regis-
tered a first information report (FIR)
utfmlrnahst Arshad Shanf murder.

n FIR registered at Ramna police
station of the federal capital three
accused Wagar Ahmed, Khurram
Ahmed and Tariq Ahmed Wasi have
been nominated.

 Earlier on the day, Supreme Court
directed the interior secretary to regis-
ter the FIR of brutal killing of the sen-
iurcj ournalist. ]

hief Justice of Pakistan (CIP)
Umar Ata Bandial took suo motu
notice of the incident after which the
orders werg issued, )

Earlier, notices were issued to
Foreign  Affairs  Secretary  Asad
Majeed, Information and
Broadcasting  Secretary  Shahera
Shahid, Federal Investigation Agency
Director General (DG) Mohsin Butt,
DG Intelligence Bureau, the imterior
secretary and president of the Pakistan
Federal Union of Journalists (PFLUY
Afzal Butt INP

Progress on
development,
maintenance work at
Parliament Lodges, in
family suites discussed

ISLAMABAD: The Senate House
Committee discussed the status of
development work at Parliament
Lodzes and _Fmgress on maintenance
work in family suites as demanded by
Senators

Chaired by Sardar Muhammad
Shafiq Tareen, the meeting of Senate
House Committee held at Parliament
Lodses was attended by Senator Falak
Naz, Senator Rubina Khalid, Senator
Shahdat Awan, Senator Muhammad
Tahir Bizenjo, Senator Dr Afnan
Ullah Khan, Senator Ejaz Ahmed
Chaudhary and senior officers from
the CDA along with all concerned
. The agenda brought to the table
included implementation status of rec-
ommendations of the Committee of
the meeting held on 8th September,
2022 Also discussed were status of
under construction additional block of
Parliament Lodges and progress on
maintenance work in family suites as
demanded by Senators, .

The meeting commenced with
reviewing implementation status of
the recommendations made in the
meeting held on 8th September, 2022
The issue of Lu:udjée occupancy of non-
authorized individuals was raised. The
Committee stressed the need to ensure
that all residential units were being
oecupied by authorised individuals. T
was asserted that an occupancy list be
submitted to the Committee in the
next meeting. [NP

Diet Policy

ISLAMABAD; Speakers of
consultation session on Tuesday
urzed the povernment to formu-
late a Pakistan Mational Healthy
Diet Policy to encourage healthy
gating practices and to address the
burden of disease 1n the country

Led by Director Global Alliance
for Improved Nutntion (GAIN)
Steve Godfrey, a team of the
alliance currently visiting
Pakistan, held a consultation ses-
sion with Director
Mutrition/Health Programs,
Ministry of MNational Health
Services Regulations  and
Coordination (MHSR&C),
Government of Pakistan Dr
Bascer Khan Achakzai,

In the discussion, the need for a
Mational Health Diet Policy tor
Pakistan was emphasized, Steve
Godfrey, shared the GAIN's
vision on food systems transfor-
mation and healthy diets.

Godfrey said that ,L_zlohallF\l;, three
billion g_cupic cannot afford a
healthy diet and in Pakistan, more
than two third of the country’s

population which 1s about 68 per-
cent of Pakistanis cannot afford a
healthy diet. Poor diet contnbutes
to six of the top ten nisk factors for
the plobal  disease  burden,
Godfrev said, ac_ll;lint]r,_thal we are
confident that this policy provides
a roadmap for the country to
ensure the provision of a nutr-
tious and healthy diet for its popu-
lation but also overcome the chal-
lenges posed by a high prevalence
of malnutntion.” Dr. Baseer Khan
Achakzai, Dhrector of
Mutrition/Health Programs,
MMHSR&C said, " To address the
challenge of ensuning the avail-
ability  and  consumption  of
healthy, safe, and nutritious diets
by all population groups, the

overnment of Pakistan 1s com-
mitted to formulating a National
Healthy Diet Policy with the tech-
nical assistance of Global Alliance
for Tmproved Nutrition (GATN)
This policy will provide strategic
suidance for the country to ensure
the provision of a healthy and
nutritious diet INP

Continuity of policies
vital for development of
institutions: Governor

LAHORE: Governor Punjab
Mubammad Balighur Rehman has
said that the continuity of policies
is very important for the develop-
ment of institotions, He said that
all Enlllmal partzes should agree
on the Charter of Economy so that
policies do not change with the
change of governments )

e was speaking as special
cuest duning the All Pakistan
tudents Societies Conference
held at Government College
University on Tuesday In the con-
ference, a panel discussion was
organized 1o deal with the chal-
lenges faced by higher education
sector,  Vice Chancellor Prof,
Asghar Zaidi and other education-
al experts also addressed.

Addressing  the conference,
Muhammad ~Balighur Rehman
said that the intermational ranking
of Pakistanl  universities 1%
improving, which is a welcome
thing. He said that during the

Muslim League (N} tenures, there
was a record increase in the num-
ber of universities and the funding
of HEC. He said that women edu-
cation and women empowerment
is very important. He said thal
Muslim League (M) established
the first women's umiversity.
Fatima Jinnah Women's
University. He said that the educa-
tion and empowerment of women
15 very important for the develop-
ment of the country. Govemnor
Punjab further said that there 15 a
need o sirengthen the links of
academia with the industv and
align research with the local
industry, He said that students
should make research a part of
their lives, adding he sad that
applied research should be pro-
moted in the universities.On this
ogcasion,  Viee  Chancellor
Government College University,
Professor Asghar Zaidi said that
universities need NP

ITHC adjourns
hearing in Noor Mukadam
case till today

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad
High Court (IHC} on Tuesday
adiourned  hearning  6ll  today
Wednesday on vanous appeals in
MNoor Mukadam murder case.

The courl also served notices 1o
respondents on a pelition seeking
medical analysis of the mam
accused Zahir Jaffar

A two-judge bench comprising
Justice Aamer Farcoq and Justice
Sardar ljaz Ishaq Khan heard the
appeals of the plamtiff and
accused in the murder case.

At the outset of the hearing,
defence lawyer Usman Khosa
pleaded that the record of the
phone talk of the accused with his

arents didn't exist, adding that the
orensic analysis of the mohbile
was also not done. The mobile in
possession was different from the
one in the record, he said, adding
that the IMEI number of the
mobile of the victim girl was also
different. The [awyer said that the

KHANPUR: England sp
match.

FIR had menticned the tele{lmnic
conversation of Noor Mukadam
with her parents but the mobiles
were not taken into custody, He
sard that WhatsApp data could be
recoverad but no such attempt was
made, The defence lawyer said that
the mobile of Zahir Jaffar was
recovered from his house’s almirah
after seven days after the incident
and its forensic analvsis couldn't
be done due to a broken screen

He said MNoor Mukadam had
arrived at the house of the accused
herself on July 18, 2021, and
returned on the 19th, Later, she
again came wherein the accused
forcibly stopped her from leaving,

To a question, the lawyer said
that the two bags seen in the
COTV footage couldn’t be recov-
ered, adding that the trial court
relied on CCTY only. The advo-
cate said that the idenufication of
the accused on CCTV cameras
was also necessary INF

or the first time in the country's history central and
provincial officials are holding meetings after taking
critical decisions which is amazing, it said,

30 years
completed
since Babri

Masjid
demolished in

Ayodhya

ISLAMABAD: The ath
December, marks 30
fears  since  extremist

indus backed by state
apparatus reduced to rub-
ble the historic Babn
Masjid in Avodhya in the
Indian state of Uttar
Pradesh

According to a report
released by  Kashmir
Media  Service,  the
k‘ain!pl scenes ol Babri

lazjid demaolition by
BIP-RSS led Hindu mo
on this day in 1992 are
still fresh in the minds of
Muslims across the world

Babri Masjid  demali-
tron was not a case of mob
frenzy going out of con-
trol ut  elaborately
Ffauncd by top Hindutva
eaders. Through a biased
verdict  in  MNovember
2019, Indian  Supreme
Court had allowed the
Hindus to construct a
temple at the site of the
historic  Babri  Masjd,
Ironically, the-then Chiel
Justice of India, Justice
Ranjan Gogoi, was later
rewarded for pronouncin
verdict in Babn Mnﬁji%
case that was in line with
a key ideological commit-
ment of BIP. He was
Elcked for Rajya Sabha

v BIP-led Indian gov-
ernmentafter ruling in
favor of Hindus in the
Babri Masjid case.

The Indian judiciary
cave priornty 1o Hindutva
ideclogy while announc-
mg verdict in the Babri

asjid demolition case, It
could not be given any
other name except for
travesty of justice that
Indian judiciary acquitted
BIP veterans like Advani
involved in demolition of
the historie mosque

In India, particularly
under Modi, the KMS
report said, religious sites
of Muslims are vandal-
ized by Hindutve forces
with impunity. RSS5-
backed BIP has marked
thousands of mosques for
demolition and 0 buld
temples in their place in
ndia,  Even uslim

names of  instifulions,
laces and highways are
eing rechnstemed to
Hindu names, The situs-
tion has lrned 5o ugly for
Muslims that even ani-
mals have more rights
than Muslims in India
They are tortured and
killed in broad daylight
on the cf:m:u:xt of eating
beef and transporting cat-
tle The fact is the RSS-
inspired BJP government
5 planpl&: ethnic cleans-
ing of Muslims, which
needs urzent attention by
the global community as
there has already been a
warning of possible geno-
cide of Muslims in India
and Indian illegally oceu-
ied  Jammu and
ashmir INP

ki

Soon, Punjab increased its price by 26 percent and
now the same province is planning 10 revise the price
upward leaving the center puzeled, he added, TNP

FM to pay three-day official
visits to Indonesia,
Singapore from Today

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari will embark on
three-day official visits to Indonesia
and Singapore from Wednesday.,

In Bal, Indonesia, the Foreign
Minister will hold a bilateral meeting
with Indonesian Foreign Minister
Retno Marsudi and will attend 15th
Bali Democracy Forum and
International Conference on Afgzhan
Women's Education At the ali
Democracy Forum, the Foreign

Minister will underscore Pakistan’s
commitment to democratic values and
the importance of democracy in
responding to modern day chal-
lenges, At the International Conference

2%

ISLAMABAD

: British High Commissioner Dr, Christian Tumcr;l'lung

on Afghan Women’s Education, he
will highlight Pakistan’s efforts for
lasting peace and development in
Afghanistan, including the importance
of equal access to education for all
segments of society.In Singapore, the
Foreign Minister will hold a meeting
with his Singaporian counterpart D,
Vivian Balaknshnan and will also call
on President HalimahYacob. He will
discuss a wide spectrum of bilateral
relations during these meetings.

The Foreign Minister’s visits to
Indonesia and Singapore are a reflec-
tion of high priority that Pakistan
accords to 1ts relations with ASEAN
countries, and its commitment INP

with UNDP Consultant Sir Michael Barber called on Federal Minister
for Finance and Revenue, Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar.

Pakistan lacks substantial
information, data
capacities, says experts

ISLAMABAD: Stressing the need for
strengthening structures af community
level 1o reduce the impact of disasters
and effective social protection services
delivery, experts said that financing to
upgrade and modernize weather E%m;:—
casting systems and building the capaci-
ty of communities can play a crucial role
in responding to disasters in future.

This was the crux of a panel discus-
sion titled; * Adaptive Social Protection:
Preparing for Future Disasters.” on the
Ind day of 25th  Suslainable
Development Conference (SDC) organ-
1zed by Sustainable Development Policy
Institute (SDPI) and jointlv held along-
side UNESCAP's oth South and
Southwest Asia High-level Political
Forum and Policy Dialogue on SD(Gs.

Mr Gul Najam Jamy, Senior Technical
Advisor of the World Bank, Pakistan,
said the local communities have tremen-
dous potential to adapt and respond 1o
emerging challenges. However, the
focus needs to be paid on strengthenin
hnkages between the stakeholders an

building resilience of the communities
through capacity enhancement initia-

tives.

Ms Anum Zeb, the Programme
Coordinator  Chimate  Advocacy,
Pakistan Red Crescent Society (PRCS),
was of view that currently Pakistan's
seasonal based forecast has an accuracy
of 60-75%, which acts as a hurdle in
designin EarJ_{y:_ Action Protocol for
Forecast Based Financing
. Therefore, he said, we need to invest
in our weather forecasting systems,
Moreover, systems should be in place
for data sharing, risk assessment, partic-
ularly area-wise assessment for effective
social protection response

Ms  Shazia Magsood = Amjad,
Executive Director, Pakistan Centre for
Philanthropy, highlighted that the dupli-
cation of efforts during the response as
social protection needs 1o be minimized,
The various actors such as the govern-
ment, NGOs, and other organizations
should harmonize their response strate-
v, Working with local INP

Men’s apparel exports from
Pakistan to China up 17%
in Jan-Oct 2022

BEINNG: Pakistani men's apparel
exports to  China amounted to
$21.03million, up more than 17% in the
first 10 months of 2022 as compared
with the same penod in 2021, as per the
General Administration of Customs of
the People’s Republic of China
(GACC), China Economic. Net (CEN)
reported on Tuesday

According to the  General
Administration of Customs of the
People’s Republic of China, men's or
boys' apparel (commodity  code
61034200). increased I:?' 15.25% worth
$11.85 million while fast vear in the
same period it was § 10.28 million

Data further showed that men's or
boys' trousers, and breeches, nes, of cot-
ton (commodity code 62034290) up
| 6.42% and crossed $6.49 million in the
first 10 months of 2022, whereas in the
same period last year it was 35 38mil-
lion The bilateral trade in textile sectors
improved very fast, Women's garments
exports from Pakistan to China crossed

£8.32 million while home textiles
crossed $6.74 million, witnessing an
increase of 29% as compared with last
vear in the same period which was $5.25
million. :

Asif Muhamimad Sulehri CEQ of
Bnzbane Group of Companies in Sialkot
and textile exporter told China
Economic Met that three major factors
are behind the increasing export of
Men's clothing to China, Pakistan is a
major producer of cotlon crops, and it is
cl:ua?m' as compared to China so it has a
benefit over them, he said, adding that
Pakistan has cheap labor compared to
China which is cost-effective for men's
apparel exports to China."In January
2020, Pakistan and China entered into
the second phase of the China-Pakistan
Free Trade Agreement (CPFTAZ2), under
which China has eliminated tanffs on
313 prionty taridT lines of Pakistan’s
export and oul of the 313 hgh-priority
products that Pakistan can now export
without duty pavments to China. [NF




