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Khoso and Muhammad
Hassani all set to join PPP

Syed Ali Shah

QUETTA:  Former semor.  mimister
Balochistan, Mir Zahoor Buledi, former min-
isters Saleem Khan Khoso, and Anf Jan
Mubammad Hassani are all set (o join the
Pakistan Peoples Party (PFP). All three for-
mer provincial ministers belong to the ruling
Balochistan Awami Party (BAF)

“The three former provincial mimisters
have held a special meeting with PPP supre-
mo Asif Ali Zardari the ofher day”, sources
close to the mimsters told Daly Quetta
Voice. They requested anonymity.

“Only a formal announcement is remain-
ing”, they revealed. The three former provin-
cial mimsters have preferred to hold direct
meetings with the PPP supremo instead of
contacting the party’s Balochistan leadership,
they mentioned. This JE}SP]:IEETS to be a major
blow to the ruling BAP in Balochistan since
the party is still in power

Jam Kamal is in
contact with PPP

ter Jam Kamal Khan were also mn close con-
tact with PPP leadership. However, they said
Jam Kamal Khan has put some conditions
with regard to joiming the party, Jam Kamal
has also held meetings with PPP leader

Mawab Sanaullah Zehri and Mir Sadig

The sources also revealed that a number of
politicians including the former chief minis-

Umram. “We had discussed the political situ-
ation and the possible joining of the party™,

Mir Sadig Umrami, the PPP
Quetta Voice. ity ;

Former Balochistan Mir Asim Kurd Gailo
and other political figures from Balochistan
have also held meetings with PPP leaders.
The recent joining of leaders from
Ralochistan in the PPP will be having an
impact on the 2023 elections in the province

eader told Daly

2 security personnel injured in Khuzdar

Abdul Jabbar Baloch

han

At least two security personnel were
injured in a hand grenade attack 1n
Balochistan's Khuzdar city on Wednesday, §
Police sources said unknown miscreants
lobbed a hand grenade at security forces
near Abbas Market Khuzdar, As a result of
the attack, two security personnel were

imjured.

The injured secunty personnel were

d grenade atta

ck

rushed to the distriet headgquarters hospital
Khuzdar for medical treatment, The
attackers sped away on their motorcycle
after the attack

Police personnel reached the spot and
starled an investigation into the incident
Security was tightened in and around
Khuzdar city in the aftermath of the hand
grenade attack. This incident has come
two days after over a dozen people were
injured in two coordinated blasts at Omar
Faroog Chowk Khuzdar

Elahi's vote of conlidence:

Punjab governor
declares PA speaker’s

ruling *unconstitutional’

State not to
surrender to
any terrorist

group:

ISLAMABAD., Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
has categorically clarified
that the state will not sur-
render to any terrorist
group and vowed to foil
the nefarious designs of
the militants. ]

He stated this on
Wednesday while con-
demning ~ the Bannu
hostage and other terror-
151 incidents that took
F\lau; in different parts of
Khyber  Pakhtunkhwa
during recent days.

Govt will deal
with external
facilitators of
terrorists,
says Shehbaz

Premier Shehbaz
Sharif said that the out-
laws will be dealt as per
law and those involved in
spreading chaos in coun-
try will have to face dire
COnSequences. ]

Terming terrorism a
sensitive issue of national
security, he said that a
joint approach and strate-
%y 15 required to deal with
|

The prime minister
also said that the govern-
ment will address the
external facilitation of
terrorists who dissemi-
nate and support it in
Pakistan.

Pa}-ln%‘ tribute 1o the
armed Torces fighting
against terronsm, he 5aiﬁ

PM Shehbaz

that nation will end ter-
rorism by supporting its
brave forces. He added

main responsibility of
peace lies with™ the
privinces, however, the

that the sacrifices made
by the armed forces and
other law enlforcement
agencies will not be for-
gotten.

Premier says
govt will
assist KP in
restructuring
CTD

PM Shehbaz said that
operations  Zarb-e-Azb
and Radd-ul-Fasaad were
important  measures o
eradicate terrorism from
Pakistan. He_ also said
that the sacnifices of the
martyrs will not go o
waste. He said that the

DOVEIMITENT cannol tum a
blind eye to these issues
The premier added that
the federal government
will work with the
provinces to fight against
terrorism. He said that in
order to end terrorism, it
is important fo increase
the capacity and the effi-
ciency of the provincial
overnment and for that,
the government  will
assist in improving the
professional capacity of
counter-terrorism  depart-
ments in all provinces.
PM Shehbaz said that
the government will also
with the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa  govern-
ment on the restructuring
of its CTD, adding that
they will be provided. INP

Mehmood Achakzai elected as chairman,

Stall Reporter

QUETTA: Mahmood Khan Achakzai was elected as
Chairman and Abdul Rahim Ziaratwal was elected as
secr general of Pashtoonkhwa Milli Awami Party
(PKMAP) on Wednesday e'.renjr:%. According to a

ress release issued by the par&y, rshad Khan Swabi

enior Deputy Chaimman, Abdur Rauf Lala Deputy
Chairman, senior Deputy secretary Anal Khan
Achakzai, for central secretaries MNawab Avaz Khan
Jeogzai, Juma Gul, Rasan Safi, Nazir Jan Lala, Malik
Shaukat, Talimand khan, Dr. Kalimullah, Fazal Qadir
Sherami, Dr. Hamid Khan Achakzai, Musa Bacha,
Jabar Khan and Dr Jamil Khan Panizai were elected by
the lemi Jirga (council) as members of his executive
COUNci

Abdul Qahar Wadan for Balochistan, Dt
Mohammad Ali Kyber Pakhtunkhwa, Tanan Afghan
Punjab, and Saleeni Tareen were elected as ]Eimvmcial
ﬁrmdems respectively. Party chairman Mahmood

han Achakzai has taken the oath of office from four

Ziaratwal
AN

provincial executives (cabinet) members,
The three-day 7Tth  pational Congress of
Pakhtunkhwa Milli Awami Party elected national and

GS PKMAP

four provincial Qomi Jargas as an electoral college 1o
elect central, and provincial executives or cabinets and
working committees respectively,

More than 10,000 delegates
participated in the Congress

The Tth National Congress was held in Quetta from
December 19 to 21. More than ten thousand delegates
from across the country participated

The Congress deliberated over and discussed the
organizational affairs structure and constitution for
three days, and also endorsed all decisions made by the
party chairman in the interim period between the 6th
and 7th Congress.

Addressing the national congress that elected the
new office-bearers, Mr, Achakzai urged the Pakhtuns
to focus on their children’s education which should
also include social and moral aspects to prepare them

for facing the current complex political challenges.

He regretted that due to turning their land into a bat-
tleground of prﬂxﬁv wars, which stopped the evolution-
ary cycle that pushed Pakhtun into social, political, and
economic stagnalion.

Achakzai asks Nawab
Jogezai to convene a jirga to
end tribal disputes

e S S e

He further elaborated that therefore Pakhtuns are
still entangled in tribal and personal conflicts that
are mostly based on trivial 1ssues. Such conflicts
devour a thousand lives every year.

Therefore, 1 call upon the party, particularly
Mawab Avaz Jogezai to constitute a grand reconcil-
iatory Jarga that has representation from every tribe
and region for preventing and settling disputes.

Elahi’s vote of confidence:
Punjab governor
declares PA speaker’s
ruling ‘unconstitutional’

under Articles 54(3) and 127 No

Punjab  Governor - Balighur

From Our Correspondent

Death toll in Lasbela cylinder
blast ises to 15

there were no proper medical facilities in the
district of Lasbela.

Rehman declared on Wednesday
the ruling of Punjab Assembly
Speaker Sibtain Khan regarding

nief Minister Pervez Elahi's vote
of confidence as “unconstitutional”
and “illegal”™ On December 19, the
sovernor had instructed the chief
minister to obtain a vote of confi-
dence from the provincial assembly
bv  4pm today However, on

uesday, Punjab Assembly Speaker
Sibtain” Khan termed the gover-
nor's orders as “illegal, against the
provisions of the Constitution and
thus stand disposed of " In his two-
page ruling, the speaker maintained
that the governor's orders were not
in accordance with Article 34(3)
and Article 127. “The house is in
session since Oet 23, 2022, and

fresh session can be convened
unless and until the current one
ends,” the order read In a four-page
response to the speaker today, the
governor addressed two main con-
cerns raised in Khan’s ruling —
which had said that the governor
could not summon a fresh assem-
bly session until the current session
wis prorogued and that there was a
minimum mandatory |0-day period
for the chief mimister to oblain a
confidence vote Regarding the firse
concemn, the governor said he had

implied in his Dec 19 order that “if

the ongoing session was prorogued
by your Em}d self (PA speaker)”
any time before 4pm today then “a
new session was required to be su
mmoned™ at 4pm today, Web Desk

LASBELA: The death toll in the cvlinder
blast in Balochistan’s Lasbela district rose to 15
on Tuesday evening, Twa seriously injured peo-
ple succumbed to injuries and the death toll rose
to 15, Atleast 15 people were also injured in the
blast in_ Lasbela, Murad Kasi, Deputy
Commussioner Lasbela said.

All of the injured in the cylinder blast were
rushed to a private hospital in Karachi for med-
ical treatment. The blast also damaged shops
located in Lashela, Murad Kasi said. The condi-
tion of the four injured is still critical, Mr. Kasi
informed. He said the injured were being treat-
ed at the burn ward of the Karachi hospital.

Blast went off inside the shﬂi :

The blast went off inside a shop and then its
flames also engulfed a bread shop and other
shops located in the area. A loud explosion of
the blast was heard far and wide causing panic
in the area. Nearby shops also caught fire in the

altermath  of the blast. The Depuly
Commissioner has also ordered an inguiry into
the blast .

Police reached the spot and started an inves-
tigation into the incident. Most senious patients
were rushed o Karachi for medical treatment as

Unsafe gas cylinders
claiming precious
human lives

Unsafe gas cylinders have claimed scores of
precious human lives in the past in various parts
of Balochistan. The authonties have bailed to
check the gas cylinders and their quality despite
re[peated apfpea s by people belonging to various
of walks life. Last year, in Balochistan's Kohlu
a similar gas cylinder blast, claimed the pre-
cipus lives of children. L

The government ordered an inguiry.
However, the report of the finding is yet to be
made public. In Lashela, people belonging to
various walks of life have demanded of the
provincial government to launch a probe into
the quality and supply of gas cylinders.

Construction of examination hall at college of
physicians, surgeons started: Dr. Ayesha

thankful to Professor Dr. Shoaib Shatee and Professor Dr, Khalid

Health Desk

Elected Counsellor of the College of Physician and Surgeon from
Balochistan and Chief Regional Director, Professor Avesha Siddique. has
said that Development work for the construction of the examination hall
and library had been started in the College of Physician and Surgeon
(CPSP) with the estimated cost of Bz 3 crores.

50% Construction of the examination hall
and library in CPSP had been completed

Talkin

to a delegation of doctors who called on him here on

Wednesday, she said that fifty percent development work for the con-
struction of the examination hall and library in CPSP had been com-
leted while the remaining work would be completed within three to
ive months, She added that it was the need of time to provide the
facilities of emergency services to Sheikh Zaid Hospital, Quetta,

Benazir Hospital,

uetta and Mufti Mehmood Hospital, Quetta. “T am

Masood Gondal to have

rovided funds to the college”, she said,

addjn%that it was for the first time in thirty years that the convocation

of CPSP
feltowship.

P was arranged wherein 200 doctors were awarded degrees of

67 doctors had been posted as
supervisors in a period of three years

She said that about 67 doctors had been posted as supervisors in a
period of three years besides getting Sheikh Zaid Hospital and Benazir
Hospital affiliated with CPSP. She said that Loralai Medical College
Teaching Hospital, Khuzdar Medical College Teaching Hospital, and
Turbat Medical College Teaching Hospital would soon be got recog-
nized by CPSP for traimng. She added that in the wake of recent
floods, which wreaked havoc in different areas of the province, med-
ical camps were arranged in flood-affected areas of the province to
provide healthcare facilities to the people
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The main reasons
for the impending
economic default that
Pakistan faces today
are our lack of focus
on judicial reforms,

Cditor Asimi Khan

Unsafe Gas Cylinders
in Balochistan

education, science,
Gas cylinder blasts have claimed scores of precious human lives in fechnology, IO
Balochistan, A recent EES cylinder blast in Balochistan’s Kohlu injured 33 ion and  entrepre-

ildrén. Six children critically injured as a result of nEurship.

le including 31 ¢ : : :
v & It 15 a tragic reality

the blast have succumbed to injuries in the burn unit of Punjab’s Multan !
hospital. Seven minors are still battling for their lives at the burn ward.  that the World Justice
Project’s }WJ!’) Rule

Unsafe gas cylinders in Balochistan of Taw Tadax: 2071

All the victims had suffered burn wounds when the ggs cylinder explod-report published in

ed with a big bang in the Bohri area of Kohlu district. Police said children October 2021 placed

had gathered around a potato chips seller when the cylinder went off during Pakistan at a lowly

a wedding party. A similar gas cylinder blast claimed 6 precious human 130th out of 13

lives in Balochistan's Pishin district. _ nations. The WIP
(ras cylinder blasts order of the day in Balochistan . Rule of Law Index is
Gas cylinder blasts have almost become the order of the day in repared by the

Balochistan. There seems to be no mechanism to check the quahg}o lgas E\"ﬂrld Justice Project

eyli

eylinders. The sale of sub-standard Liquefied Petroleum Gas 1 LP

ders is on the rise in the market. LPG sellers are busy illegally filling the 1

gas cylinders to mint money right under the nose of the authorities.
LPG

decanting from one cylinder to another using an electric motor 1

{(WIP) and it 15 based
large-scale sur-

5 Veys involving sever-

prohibited I::g' law but the practice is continuing due to the absence of strictal hundred thousand

monitoring

v the authorities concerned. Since the residents face low gas legal

practitioners

pressure issues, using LPG as an alternate source is the only option Tor and eminent citizens.
them, Not only domestic cylinders are being filled, but LPG 1s also being The factors taken into
filled in vehicles through electric motors,

Pm;nﬂe smokin
served that sho ;
ty measures. People, customers, and even shopkeepers can be seen smoking €TNMENTS

It can be o

%whiie decantin%the LPG
P

eepers decant LPG without taking any safe- COnstraints on gov-

account in the rank-
ing process are the

powers,

while decanting the LPG The government is yet to take notice of such incr the prevalence of cor-
dents. The officials hard take notice, Regarding the Kohlu traﬁﬁdy, the inci- ruption, open govern-

dent hatfpmed on November 8 and the police registered the

against thement, protection of

accused on Movember 14. This reflects the interest of the concerned quar- fyndamental rights
ters. . o .. law and order an
In rural Balochistan, such incidents are rampant. Although, very few inci- security  situation

Ll

dents are being reported. The Balochistan government neéds to iake notice
of such incidents and form a committee comprising experts to evolve a
proper mechanism in this regard to avoid future human losses. Rulers need
to be framed and the LPG sellers must be strictly monitored to ensure
implementation of the said mechanism.

Battle for Islamabad

The local government
election campaign n
[slamabad is at its most
erucial stage The elec-
tion will take place on
December 31, 2022,
Most likely, the election
will feature a fwo-way
race between the opposi-
fion PTI and the mling
PML-N.
~ To attract nearly a mil-
hon votes, the TLE JI,
and a substantial number
of independent candi-
dates have also been
engaged In a vigorous
electoral campaign.
Additionally, candidates
from the PPP are also
vying for office

There are around
4,403 candidates com-
peting an 101 umion
councils (UCs). To win
the forthcoming elec-
tions, both PTI and
PML-N are conducting
AQOETessIve  Campangns,
The outcome of the elec-
tion will significantly
affect the national poli-
tice and indicate the
mood of the populace,
Despite not being one of
the country’s major
cities, Islamabad is a
good indicator of nation-
al  political  trends
because it is home 1o
residents from wvirtually
all the towns of the
country.

In the general elec-
tions of 2018, the PTI
won two seats in the
Mational Assembly from
[slamabad’s city  and
rural areas. The PTI 1s
supposed to benefit from
the current wave of its

popularity, Over the
years, the party has
developed  significant

political networks, espe-
cially in urban areas, it
enjoys strong pockets of
intfluence Majlis
Wahdat-e-Muszslimeen
(MWMM), a small b
effective party, gave the
PTI unqualified support,
which will also brighten
the chances of the PTI's
success in elections

Singe assuming power
in Islamabad, the PML-
N has successfully
regained its lost political
space. A number of con-
struction projects have
been finished quickly,
including the introduc-
tion of mass transit, two
metro services and the
green and blue lines,
which offer daily com-
muters tremendous com-
fort,

However, the PML-N
15 in a difficult situation
due to the skyrocketing
cost of food and lth::
increase in poverty lev-
els. This could affect the
partv’s chances of win-
ning the LG election,
Additionally, it has been
heard that in some union
councils, the PML-N
and PPP may field joint
candidates to oppose the
FTI

In the last elechions of
the Metropolitan
Corporation [slamabad,
held in 2015, the PML-N
won the majority of the
seats  while the PTI
emerged as the second-
largest party. Since the
elected leadership of the

MCI took office, a
power strugzle broke out
between the Capital
Development  Authority,
and the Metropolitan
Corporation, Islamabad,
on matters of junsdic-
tion, taxation, and the
execution of develop-
ment projects. The MCI
has not been entrusted
with  financial  and
admimstrative authonty
while the CDA has been
calling the shots, The
MCI remained a dys-
functional body, through
its five-vear term, con-

cluding in February
2021
The local govern-

ments can only be effec-
tive if they are adminis-
tratively and financially
empowered, The main
task faced by the newly
elected MCI leadership
will be to reclaim its
authority from the CDA
and establish its admin-
istrative writ in accor-
dance with the Local
Government Act 2015,
During the last five
years, the MCI and the
CDA have been at log-
gerheads over the divi-
sion of assets, functions,
and human resources
Even the rules of busi-
ness have not been final-
ized vet, As a result,
CDA pays salaries to the
MCT’s em]inlnyees. The
taxes that the local gow-
ernment ought to collect

are collected by the
CDA instead,

According to  the
lslamabad Capital
Territory Local

regulatory  enforce-

ment, and civil and

criminal justice.
How does one go

about reforming the
Justice system? First
we must consider the
magnitude of the
problem at hand. At
the beginning of the
year 2021, there were
2.16 million cases
pending before all the
courts. During the
rear 2021, 4.06 mil-
ion new cases were
filed and 4.102 mil-

lion cases were
decided, overall
including the lower

courts. The Supreme
Court, the five hiﬁh
courts and  the
Federal Shariat Court
together had 378216
cases pending at the
beginning of 2021,
Theyé decided
229,822 cases during
the ear  while
241,250 new cases
were filed, so that the
total number of pend-
ms% cases grew lo
389,549 cases by the
end of 2021. )
When one consid-
ers the situation of
the Supreme Court
alone, it turns out that
at the start of the year
3226]9’5 there xsgre
cases pendin
before it. It receiveg
18,075 new cases
s:lurlngtg the year while
12.838 cases during

the J‘car, s0 that the
pending number of
cases grew to 51,766
by the end of the
yeat. .

What is apparent
from these statistics
is the urgent need to
expand the number of
judges as well as the
courts to cope with
the situation. This
needs to be done with
a certain timeling n
mind; any case filed
at the lower court
level or in the higher
courts must be decid-
ed within  three
months of its filing,
and all the back log
must be cleared with-
in six months.

One can readil
calculate the needs
based on  these
requirements so that
Justice is delivered in
a timely manner.
Those judges, over
20 per cent of whose
decisions _are
reversed by a higher
court, should be
removed from serv-
ice as this could be
either due to incom-
petence or corrup-
tion. Sting operations
should be nitiated,
and the laws changed
so that the severest
punishment for cor-

The only way forward

ruption is introduced
for judges, bureau-
cra_’t_s."lgnvernm:nt
officials and politi-
cians. .

Many  countries
have introduced caFi—
tal punishment for
corruption. One of
the key reasons for
the success of China
has been its strict
action against corrupt
officials. Thousands
of persons are exe-
cuted in China each
year, with the result
that mega corruption
has been almost elim-
mated from the coun-
iry.

The second major
step that Pakistan
must take is to transi-
tion Tuwk]}' to a
knowledge-based
economy. Uur strate-
gy for socio-econom-
ic development must
be primarily based on
developing the t:z}pa—
bilities to manufac-
ture and export h1§h
technology  goods
There are hutge
opportunities ar
growth in areas such
as artificial intelli-
gence, energy storage
svstems, nanomateri-
als, vaccines, biosim-
ilars, and other such
fields. Pakistan’s

-ur-Rahm

exports however are
based on low wvalue
textiles and other
such items, and they
have therefore stag-
nated at around %30
billion. _
To depart from this
myopic approach. we
need to make science
and  technology-
based innovation the
main thrust engine
for  development.
This is the path that
countries  such as
Singapore, Korea,
Taiwan, and China
have followed. With
some 70 per cent of
our population below
the age of 30, this is
the path that we too
can follow, It would
require a complete
change in our sys-
tems of education and
traininF so that prob-
lem solving skills can
be developed, and
private sector can be
motivated through
incentives to under-
take the major part of
the national R&D
effort.
A national educa-
tion emergency will
need to be declared
and funds diverted
from other sectors to
education and
research.

Government  Aet, the
MCI has the authonty to
maintain markeiplaces
and commercial areas in
addition to offering pub-
lic services like water
supply, sewage treat-
ment, sanitation. and
solid waste collection,
Additionally, it has the
power to manage facili-
ties, assets, and revenues
that belong to the local
rovernment, Due to the
ack of rules of business,
the CDA handles all of
these tasks.

To secure fiscal inde-
R.B“dﬂme and grant the

letropolitan
Corporation, lslamabad
the ability to carry out
its duties in accordance
with the law and the
aspirations of the resi-
dents, the federal gov-
ernment must revise the
Local Government Act
2015,

The federal govern-
ment must agree to
financially empower the
MCI in order to render
the local government
system fully functional.
The CDA should only
serve as a regulato
authonty, whig
includes planning,
developing, and mamn-
taiming the city’s master
plan, On the other hand,
the MCI should be
given the authority to
oversee and manage
municipal services and
infrastructure.

Remember that the
CDA has been largely in
charge of the capital
city since the 1960s,

whereas the MCI is a
new orgamzation man-
aged by elected repre-
sentalives Whﬂ'. On aver-
age, have less adminis-
trative and planning
expertise than t||:‘1c CoA
Islamabad has steadily
grown into a large
mctrn;;_pnlis confronting
significant difficulties
and governance 155ues
as faced by the other
major cities, Many dis-
placed persons from the
former Fata and earth-
quake-affected regions
sought refuge in
Islamabad’s outskirts.
The city has also seen
the establishment of
dozens of slums and
katchi abadis, especially
in the last two decades.

The quality of public
services and environ-
mental conditions have
drastically declined as a
resielt of the expanding
population. The posh
neighbourhoods are
receiving the majority
of the financial
resources, leaving the
rest of [slamabad large-
ly ignored and dejected
Shortage of water,
absence of sewage man-
agement and dilapidated
roads are the hallmark
of the ‘other’ Islamabad
nowadays.

Therefore, it 15 now
necessary to create a
comprehensive  and
functional LG system
that enables residents’
participation in deci-
sion-making processes
and ensures modern
municipal services,

American
security strategy

12, the Biden administra-
tion asserts: “The PRC
EPe_upic_'s Republic  of
hina] is the only com-
petitor  with  both  the
intent to reshape the
international order and,
increasingly, the econom-
ic, diplomatic, military,
and technological power
to doit, Beijing has ambi-
tions to  create  an
enhanced sphere of influ-
ence in the Indo-Pacific
End]d’tcE &:gec:ume the
world’s leadin ver .
In the gpﬁltinﬂal
Security  Strategy  of
Biden's presidency ‘which
was long awaited, the
same tone and tenor has
been directed at Beijing
as the one adopted by
Biden's predecessor,
Donald Trump. How the
LS threat pa’c?}ninn has
shifted from A&h;nistan
or Al-Opeda to China and
the Indo-Pacific region
can be gauged from the
fact how much the new
strategry has focused on
these new challenges to
US global security and
strategic interests. For
example, the policy docu-
ment has cited the word
‘Taliban® only once, Al-
Qaeda three times and
Afghanistan four times
In contrast, in the latest

E B ) s L S S
eijing/China/PRC ~ has
been mentioned a total of

60 times while Indo-
Pacific has come under
discussion 34 times.
Somewhat understand-
ably and notwithstanding
the recent flurry of bilai-
eral visits between US
and Pakistani officials,
the policy document has
completely ignored its
former ally as Pakistan or
Islamabad has not been
mentioned a single time.
Biden's recent remarks
about Pakistan as “one of
the most dangerous
nattons in the world” and

regarding the country’s
nukes are a rim
reminder  that 5-

Pakistan ties are replete
with frictions. And so is
the case with the Middle
East, which is discussed
11 times, but the primary
focus of the new policy is
the Indo-Pacific region,
In contrast to this latest
ling of thinking where
China appears to be a key
threat, in the first
Mational Security
Strategy of the Obama
admimstration unveiled
in 2010, the document
had mentioned “Taliban®
three times, Al-Qaeda 25
times, Afghanistan 20
times, Pakistani 15 times,
and China only 10 times.
Even the tone and tenor
Were Ivastlﬁl different
regarding China than it
has been in recent years.
For example, the policy
document of the Obama
era stated that the US
“will continue to deepen
our cooperation  with
other 21st century centers

of influenge — including
China, India, and Russia
— on the basis of mutual
interests and  mutual
respect”. The same docu-
ment further stated that
“we will continue o pur-
SuUe @ positive, construc-
tive, and comprehensive
relationship with China™
and that Washington wel-
comes Beiljing to play a
central role in partnership
with the US and the inter-
national mmmuni?' o
work towards resolvin
ressing  global  chal-
lenges including econom-
i¢c stagnation, climate
change and non-prolifera-
tion

However, the latest 48-
page policy document
unequivocally asserts that
Bmﬁ:ng has been on the
ath 1o become a chal-
enge for the US. This is
an mdication how the LS
threat perception  has
transformed about  all
these actors and that the
US now considers China
a critical security threat to
its unrivaled global hege-
mony. In the 2017
Mational  Security
Strategy of the Trump
administration, it was
stated that “for decades,
US policy was rooted in
the belief that support for
China’s rise and for its
integration into the posi-
war international order
would liberalize Ching™,
However, in contrast to
these expectations. the
document opined that
Beijing expanded “its
power at the expense,

Demographic engineering

By Malik Muhammad Ashraf

Indian authorities have
recently permitied tem
rary residents i Indian
Megally Occupied
Jammu and  Kashmir
(THOJK ) to register as vot-
ers. This is yet another
attempt by the I[ndian
ﬁovmlmen} to change the

emographic features of
Kashmir,

This move follows the
promulgation of a new
domicile law after the
repeal of Article 370 of
the Indian comstitution,
revukin%"the special sta-
s of the state and its
bifurcation into two terri-
tories. The announced
measure 15 likely to add
2.5 million more voters,
which the local popula-
tion fears would allow the
BIP government to alter
the demographics of the

re;jziqn. o
1 is a sinister move to
convert  the  Muslim

maglclriry into 4 minority
in dug course of time and
has rnightly been rejected
and  condemned by
Pakistan. The action con-
stitutes the blatant viola-
tion of the Geneva
Convention and the UN
resolutions. on  the
Kashmir dISJJuH:. After
the end of World War I1,
as a consequence of the
initiative taken by the
International Committes
of Red Cross, the
Diplomatic E:nnfzerence
for the Establishment of
International Convention
for Protection of Victims

of War was held in
Geneva, which adopted
the fourth  Geneva

Convention on 12 August
1949 1t is one of the four
ireaties of the Geneva
Conventions,

While the first three

conventions dealt with
combatants, the fourth
Geneva Comvention was
the first to deal with
humanitanan protections
for civilians in a war
zone. Currently, IﬂB'lf:r
countries are to the
1949 - Pan%ieneva
Conventions,

in 1993, the UN
Secunty Council adopted
a report from the secre-
tary gemeral and a com-
mission of experts which
concluded that  the
Geneva Conventions had
passed into the body of
customary international
law, thus making them
binding even on non-sig-
natories to the conven-
tions  whenever  they
engage in armed con-
flicts.

Anticle 27 of the
Geneva 1V states;
“Protecied persons are
entitled, in all circum-
stances, to respect for
their persons, their hon-
our, their family nghts,
their religious convic-
tions and practices, and
their manners and cus-
toms. They shall at all
times be humanely treat-
ed, and shall be protected
c?pccf_]aﬂy against all acts
of violence or threats
thereof and  against
insults and public cuniosi-
v

" Amicle 49 of the
Gieneva IV says: “The
Oceupying Power shall
not deport or transfer
parts of its own civilian

pulation into the term-
ary it occupies.” Article
32 of the convention
adds: “The High
Contracting Parties
specifically agree thai
each of them is prohibited
from taking any measure

of such a character as to
cause the physical suffer-
ing or extermination of
otected persons in their
ands. This prohibition
applies not only to mur-
der, torture, corporal pun-
ishments ... but also to
any other measures of
bratality by civilian or
military ageénis™
Giving voting nghts to
nen-residents and allow-
ing people from the
Indian mainland to buy
operty in IIOJK is in
ET‘E&I’.‘J] of Article 49 of
the  fourth
Convention,
_ Indian security forces
in IIOJK are the ocoupy-
ing power by all defini-
tions  since  Kashmir’s
fate, as LN resolu-
tions, is to be decided
through a plebiscite held
under the auspices of the
world bcr{l}ha ;;Iosmgn
which the UNSC has reit-
erated in its three infor-
mal meetings after the
Modi resime revoked the
state’s special status.
After the sc:rappm% of
Article 370 of the Indian
constitution, the entire
population of Kashmir is
under siege, and they
have been denied contact
with the outside world;
there is a complete lock-
down in the valley, and
people are not even given

Geneva

Access [0 mosques.
International media,
human rlﬁhls organiza-
tions  like  Amnesty
International and even

UN Human Rights com-
mission in its reports has
cormoborated blatant vio-
lations of human rights in
HOJK, The discovery of
mass graves at 3% sites
also lends currency to the
inhumane treatment of

the local population by
Indian security forces.

Through the foregoing
actions India has not onl
torn asunder the fourt
Geneva Convention but
also pummelled the UN
resplutions with regard to
the  plebiscite = and
breached  international
faw with impunity

It 15 indeed regrettable
that neither the nor
the big powers have
shown real interest in
stopping India in its
tracks and resolving the
Kashmir conflict as per
the LN resolutions. Their
indifference to the devel-
opments taking place in
the valley and the fallout

of those provocative
measures is encouraging
Indian hegemonic

designs in the region,

India is being ruled by
a diehard follower of the
supremacist RSS ideolo-
gy of Hindutva, which
takes inspiration  from
MNazism. It has already
started showing its ugly
face in the form of
enhanced Indian hostility
towards Pakistan. Indian
leaders have repeatedly
threatened Pakistan of
dire consequence, and on
Febroary 2019, India
made its intentions clear
when it sent planes to
bomb imagined terrorist
camps in Balakot, osten-
sibly in retaliation for the
Pulwama cident. It is
interesting 10 note that an
Indian imlﬂlﬁ]l}i{ close to
the BIP regime later
revealed  that the
Pulwama incident was
stage-managed by the
Modi government to win
elections and find an
excuse 1o lake aclion
against Pakistan

India has also been
supporting insurgency in
Balochistan and acts of
terrorism  throughout the
country as cormoborated
by the revelations made
by the captured Indian
spy Kulbhushan Jhadav

s it not a pity that a
state which has shown no
respect for UN resolu-
tions, international law
and the fourth Geneva
Convention is being sup-
ported for a permanent
seat in the Security
Council, besides prop-
ping it up as a regional
superpower through
transfer of nuclear tech-
nology and NSG waiver
in complete violation of
the  Nuclear  Non-
Proliferation Treaty?

They fail to realize that
any such eventuality
would lead to perennial
instability in the region
and foreclose any chance
of resolution of the
Kashmir dispute
~ The Modi govermment
is rightly perceived as a
threat to peace and secu-
rity in  the region.
Pakistan has been persist-
ently warning the world
ﬂ"d- the Uﬁ about lng-an
esigns and urging them
to intervene hrgﬁn!'!c it is
too late. )

Pakistan and India are
nuclear powers, and any
military  confrontation
between them can have
disasirous con UERNCES
not only for them but also
for the entire region and
beyond. Those who cry
hoarse from every con-
venient rooftop to pro-
nounce their humanitari-
an credentials and adher-
ence to international law,
the UN Charter and
Conventions,

Animal cruelty
in Pakistan

“he indiffer-
ence, callous-
ness, and con-
tempt that so

many people exhibit
toward animals is evil
first because it resulis in
ereat suffering in ani-
mals, and second because
1|::E results in an mg.':}!lu;law
¥ great impoverishment
Dl"t]'lgér?'lumar?gpirit." 1 did
not pen these words.
Albert Einstein did. Islam
also forbids weating ani-
mals cruelly or killin
them excei:rt for food,
Zabiha rules stipulate
how an animal to be
slaughtered must not be
mistreated or caused
undue pain. Yet, animal
cruelty is rampant and
exists in varied forms in
countries like ours.

We live in a country
where political leaders
have been known to hold
political rallies  with
caged and chained lions,
anaﬁ where animals like
turtles given away as
party favours at chil-
dren’s birthdays, Many
well-to-do people pay a
lot of money to purchase
expensive cats, dogs, or
birds but treat them cal-
lously. Cruelty towards
animals is not the reserve
of rich people only,
Cruelty 10 animals espe-
cially” donkeys, horses
and mules is also wide-
spread. These animals are
overworked, under-fed,
and harshly beaten by
their owners.

Some recent attempts
at humane dog population
management and mass
vaccinations in Karachi
have dissipated. Instead,

the recent uproar follow-
mg] the negligence of ani-
mal owners and attacks
by puard dogs on pedes-
trians in Karachi
unleashed another unwar-
ranted attacks on dogs all
over the country. Several
neighbourhoods  started
instigating  municipal
organisations to shoot
stray dogs on sight. Use
of strychnine polson was
once again allowed to
poison dogs

There 15 a general
absence of adequate laws
related to animal welfare
and animal slaughter, and
the existing laws that
exist are not adequately
implemented. Pakistan’s
Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act (1390) aims
to protect many animals,
including draught ani-
mals. This law is however
outdated and does not
reflect the prevalent sci-
entific, cultural, or com-
mercial compulsions per-
taining to animal welfare.
It 15 time to update this
law 10 protect both pet
and wild animals, to insti-
tute mechanisms for their
care, and define conse-
quence for those who are
neglectful towards ani-
mals.

[t is encouraging that
the Halal Authotity Act
(2015) has not only man-
dated humane treaiment
of animals throughout the
slaughter process, but
also prohibited animals
from seeing one another
being slaughtered,
However, there has been
little implementation of
this law.

While animal abandon-

Sved Mohammad Ali

ment  is  illegal in
Pakistan, there 1s scant
regulation on how animal
owners should care for
their animals. Moreover,
zoos across Pakistan are
notorious for their poor
conditions. Prompied by
international  criticism
over the Islamabad zoo's
maltreatment of the ele-
hant, Kaavan, the
Istamabad High Court
issued an unprecedented
ruling last year. It ordered
that the eniire zoo of over
four hundred animals 10
be closed and all the ani-
}nﬁ]sdw!thm it to be trans-
erred to a riate
wildlife saqctuf:?gg?n the
short period of two
meonths. The rush to
empty the zoo caused the
death of a pair of lions
which passed away, two
days apant, duning their
transfer from the zoo to a
farmhouse in Kasur city
instead of a sanctuary as
had been directly by the
court.

Pakistan also urgently
needs 1o enact legislation
detailing specific welfare
requirements for the rear-
ing of farm animals dur-
ing distinct phases of
rearing, transport, and
slaughter. Such require-
menis must be legally
binding and species-spe-
cific and aligned with
international amimal wel-
fare standards. Regular
mmspections of farms and
slaughter establishments
would have to be carried
out with a special focus
on animal welfare or the
situation on the ground
will not change for the
better
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Int’l conference on “Nation
Building in Pakistan
Prospects and Challenges”

ISLAMABAD: A two-
day international_confer-
ence on “Nation Bulldms
in Pakistan Prospects an
Challenges” jointly.
orgenized by Faculty of
Social Sciences, Faculty
of Education and Igbal
International Institute for
Research and Dialogue
%IRD}, of International
slamic University (1L}
commenced at Cuaid-e-
Azam Auditorium, Faisal
Masjid Campus,
Islamabad on Wednesday.

The conference is
being participated by
eminent scholars  of
national and international
repute in education, soci-

ology and mass media In
different sessions of the
conference, national and

international  experts,
researchers,  academi-
cians and intellectuals

discussed various chal-
lenges and solutions in
the nation  building
process of Pakistan
Speaking at the inaugu-
ral ceremony, Federal
Minister for Religious
Affairs and Interfaith
Harmony Mufti Abdul
Shakoor said that educa-
tional institutions are
vital for nation building
Federal Minister lauded
the role of International
[slamic University spe-

cially in building the
national narrative of
peaceful Pakistan across
the globe

Mufti Abdul Shakoor
underscored the impor-
tance of the universilies
in solution of the prob-
lems, challenges of socie-
ty and nation building
process by giving exam-
Flcs from the remime of
Inzrat Omer Faroog RA
He opined that Islamic
economic system yields
the creation of best socie-
ty for nation building. He
stressed that debates on
this vital topic are the
need of the hour while
educational INP

Court sends
Toshakhana reference
against Zardari, Gilani &
Nawaz back to NAB

ISLAMABAD:  An
accountability court in
Islamabad on Wednesday
sent back the Toshakhana
reference against former
resident  Asif Al
ardari, ex-prime minis-
ters Yousuf Raza Gilani
and MNawaz Shanf filed

by the Mational
Accountability Bureau
(NAB)

. Accountability court
Judge Muhammad Bashir
sent back the reference
after the PPP and PML-N
leaders applied to cancel
the case because of the
recent amendments made
to the NAB Ordinance.
_Toshakhana iz respon-
sible to store gifts given
to Pakistani heads ol state
and premiers by other
countries ) )

As per the gift deposi-
tory tules, the presidents
and prime ministers have
to deposit any gifis they
receive in the Toshakhana
as they are the property of
the state — unless sold at
an open auction. The
rules, however, do allow
officials to retain gifts
with a market value of
less than Rs][],f]lm with-
out paying anything.

Inl .‘T/[a#:h HED:L"NAB

filed the Toshakhana rel-
erence it an accountabili-
ty court against the three
political leaders.

Khawaja Anwar
Majeed "and Khawaija
Abdul Ghani Majeed, the
owners of the Omni
group were also named as
suspects in the reference,

According to the
accountability  bureau,
former f]:rresu:[va'nt Zardari
and former premier
Shanf obtained cars from
the Toshakana by paying
15% of the price of the
Cars

The bureau further
alleged that former pre-
mier Gilani facilitated
Zardari and Nawaz in this
regard,

Sharif and Zardari are
currently out on bail in
other cCOrruption Ccases
against them,

The reference filed by
NAB alleges that Zardan
was gifted luxury cars by
the governments of Libya
and  the United Arab
Emirates, and he used
them instead of submil-

tin them 1o the
Toshakhana o
The accountability

watchdog claimed that
former premier Nawaz
was given a car from the
Toshakhana by the PPP
government in 2008 even
though_he did not hold
any official position in
the government,

MNAB had requested the
court to conduct a frial

and sentence the accused
to the strictest possible
ail terms under the NAB

Ordinance  for  their
involverment in the cor-
ruption scam

n May of the same
year, the accountability
court issued arrest war-
rants for former prime
minister MNawaz Sharif
after no one appeared on
his behall 1o represent
him

In September, of the
same year, all three were
declared  proclaimed
offenders in the case.

And in October 2020,
the court ordered the con-
fiscation of the property
owned by Nawaz after he
was_declared an abscon-
der in the case,

Sharif and Zardari are
currently out on bail in
other corruption cases
against them.

The reference filed by
MNAB alleges that Zardari
was gifted luxury cars by
the governments of Libya
and  the United Arab
Emirates, and he used
them instead of submit-
ting them to the
Toshakhana The account-
ability watchdog claimed
that = former_— premier
MNawaz was given a car
from the Toshakhana by
the PPP govermment in
2008 even though TNP
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ISLAMABD:Federal Minister for IT and Telecommunication syed Amin L

Haqgue in a meeing with the delegation of Etisalat International.

Ismail Industries extends
relationship with SAP for digital
transformation

KARACHLI Ismail Industries
Limited, one of the major
Pakistani confectionery and
snack food manufacturers, has
signed up a roadmap comtract
with SAP for the digitization of
business functions across all its
operations.

SAP has successfully provid-
ed a holistic solution to one of
the largest manufacturers in
Pakistan to improve its core sys-
tem and move to the cloud.

Ismail Industries is a family-
run business and required a mas-
sive investment 10 meet the chal-
lenues of complete digitization.

though Ismail Industries is
an existing customer of SAP
ERP Central Component (ECC),
this new agreement intends to
assist lsmail Industries in their
expansion plans to reach global

markets in the UAE and Europe.
The transformation will provide
ease in terms of data gathering
and real-time reporting in six
diverse businesses that lsmail
Industries operates, ,

SAP has gr_nwded various
solutions, enabling the manufac-
turer to move to strategic pro-
curement and improve its supply
chain and human capital man-
agement. These  solutions
include RISE with SAP for core
operations, SAP Ariba. Digital
Board Room Solutions, SAP
Analytics Cloud, Success
Factors and Integrated Business
Planning,

“This digatal transformation
initiative  will take Ismail
Industries to new heights. As
leaders in our industry, we have
been relying on the SAP soft-

ware for quite some time, and
now we look forward to adopt-
ing SAP's latest technologies to
be able to take the quality prod-
ucts, that our customers have
come to love and trust, to other
international  markets”  said
Hamid Ismail, Director Ismail
Industries Ltd, CEQ Bisconni
SnackCity, and Ismail Global
Trading LLC. Elabﬂratm%un the
same, Sagquib Ahmad, Country
Managing  Director, SA

Pakistan, said, “We are proud to
be selected as the digital trans-
formation partner Tor Tsmail
Industries in order to help them
with their strategic vision, daily
operations  as well as  ther
expansion plans. This builds on
over a decade of us being prov
iders of their enterprise resource
planning software” INP

Believe in work and service, not hollow
claims: President UBG

KARACHI: President
United  Business  Group
{(UBG) Zubair Tufail has said
that we believe in work, serv-
ice and not hollow claims. He
said will u.:;twc]{' articipate
in the next FPCCI election.

The UBG has started dis-
cussions on the approval of
the amendment bill in the
Trade Organization Act pre-
sented by Commerce Minister
Maveed Qamar hg_ the
Matonal Assembly and in the
context of the approval of the
amendment  bill, FPCCI
preparations have started to
make a strategy for the next
election ;

Chairman a meeting of the
leaders from Sindh of UBG
core committee, it was dis-
cussed that in FPCCI election

for the year 2023, there was a
strong possibility that the date
of the election was expected
to be announced after the offi-
cial notification of the amend-
ment bill was issued, so all
members across Sindh should
actively prepare and partici-
pate in the upcoming elec-
tions. According to spokesper-
son Gulzar Feroze, the meet-
ing was attended by Chief
Petron KATI Mr SM
Tanveer, Chairman of UBG
Sindh Khalid Tawab and
Secretary  General Hanif
Gohar, Sardar Yasin Malik,
President of UBG Karachi
Ahmed  Chinoy, Former
Senior Vice President FPCCI
Syed Mazhar Ali  Nasir,
Shakeel Ahmed Dhingra,
Malik Khuda Bakhsh, Gulzar

Feroze, Mirza lkhtiar Baig
and others. Speaking on the
occasion, Zubair Tufail said
that the United Business
Group has started active activ-
ities across Pakistan and the
victory of UBG with a huge
majority in the 2023 elections
of the FRCCI was expected,
He said that the business
community across the country
was suffering from wvarious
problems and the current rul-
ing group in the federation has
fatled to solve the problems of
the business community.
Addressing the meeting,
SM Tanveer said that United
Business Group is a represen-
tative group of the business
community of the entire coun-
try and we will participate in

PU awards four
PhD degrees
after approval
of thesis

LAHORE: Punjab University
Wednesday awarded PhD degrees
to four scholars in different sub-
jects after approval of thesis .

According to details, Urooj
Seeed Dio Saeed Igbal Pasrun was
awarded PhD degree in the subject
of Geomatics after approval of her
thesis entitled ‘“Application of
Geo-Spatial - Technigues  for
Livability Ranking of Selected
Cities of Punjab’, Umbreen Samra
Dfo Muhammad Isar Qutab in the
subject of Islamic Studies after
approval of her thesis entitled
‘Informal Agricultural Credit In
Pakistan: A Case Study in Shariah
Perspective’, Muhammad Arif S/o
Muhammad Tahir in the subject of
Chemistry after approval of his
thesis  entitled *Synthesis,
Characterization and f"u;;p]ic_atmus
of Metal MNanoparticles Fabricated
in Microgels’ and Aamna Mukhtar
Vo Muhammad Mukhtar Shakir
was awarded PhD degree in the
subject of Business Administration
afler approval of her thesis entitled
“Work-Life  Interface  among
Female Entreprencurs of Pakistan
A Study of Fashion Design
Sector” INP

Introductory talk on
two books organized
by PU Library

LAHORE:  The  Punjab
University Library Book Club
Wednesday conducted introducto-
r¥_ talk on the books on
“Transformative Realism: How to
overcome the system crisis” by

Marc Saxer and “Tasawwuf:
Talash  Ahsan ki Hama-Geer
Tehreek’.

Dr Muhammad Haroon Usmani
thanked the speakers and audience
for their lively contribution to the

program. INP

Two women
deprived of Rs49,000
while traveling
in Metro Bus

RAWALPINDIL Female pick-
pockets deprived two women of
49 thousand rupees in separate
tneidents while traveling in
Metro Bus here on Wednesday,

According to details, taking
advantage of crowd, female
pickpockets took away 25,000
rupees from purse of Saba and
24000 from purse of Naveeda
Mazhar while travelling in
Metro Bus in New Town police
station  jurisdiction in
Rawalpindi, i

The police after registering
separate cases in both incidents

the upcoming elections INP have started investigations.INF

'/ 7| Normalcy returns

to Bannu

BANNLL Life returned to normaley in Bannu city
on Wednesday with internet services restored, main
roads opened for traffic, and commercial activities
fully resumed

After a successful 25-minute military operation
against the terronsts besieging the compound of the
Counter Terrorism Department (CTD) here on
Tuesday, security clearance was given.

According to the district admimstration officials,
educational activities would hopefully be allowed in
the Bannu district from Thursday. Despite the ter-
£ rorists’ attack on the CTD compound and 1ts four-
e dayc[?oss:-essmu, normtal life continued in the rest of

- ~ the district, they added.
ISLAMABAD: Australian High Commissioner to Pakistan MrNeil Hawkins Meanwhile, an explosive improvised explosive
called on speaker National assembly raja pervez ashral at parliament house. device blast was reported in Jani Khel area here in

. - . which three terrorists were killed. It was reportedly
Low growth, high inflation,

MUZAFFRABAD: Dismiss employees of M.N.C.H shouting slogans during
sit-protest (Dharna) protest in front of Chattar Chowk in the city.

Pakistani scientist invents filter to
reduce indoor concentration of

targeted at a vehicle of the Bomb Disposal Squad
{BDS), which was on its way to Spinkai Raghzai
area.

L]
The BDS officials remained unhurt while a g i
unemployment expeCtEd ln passerby child sustained injuries in the blast and carhﬂn dlﬂ.xlde: WEalthPK
. . was rushed to a hospital, the district administration
2023: Mlan Zahld sald. INP ISLAMABAD: A pro-  capturing carbon diox-  part of human life, “The
B d : 4G totype filter invented by 1de from indoor air. healthier a  human
rl(.ﬁ?:]Rﬁ_.CH]I: E]f;hai;'mun . At present the state of  and the IMF, which is roa enlng 2 ]a istan sc;i::n:ll:ﬂ will resn.;ll_un%mi:np1'm-ed a]:r Frﬂlllllﬁ& %he ]lmre
o ationa usiness the country's economy unnerving investors. elp to control the con- quality for better work-  healthily e lives.
Group Pakistan, was critical and Pakistan Mian Zahid Hussain te{:hnﬂlﬂgy network centration of carbon ing conditions.He said Indoor and outdoor air
President Pakistan also has to repay a huge further said that the dif- . . . dioxide indoors and pro-  that air is an essential  pollutants may, INP
Businessmen and amount of loans which ference between the offi- in cﬂuntry pr]ﬂﬂty: g

tect people from its neg-
ative impacts, WealthP
reports,

cial price of the dollar
and the open market rate
has increased to 25

Intellectuals Forum, and
All Karachi  Industrial
Alliance, and former

has become a big prob-
lem, he added.
The business leader

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

M

it

Amin Ul Haque

rovincial minister Mian
ahid Hussain has said
that the growth rate will
remain low in the coming
year while inflation an

unemployment will
increase.

In interaction with
businessmen on

Wednesday, he said that
interest rates are likely to
rse further in 2023, prof-
its of many companies
will decrease, many busi-
nesses will mn on almost
zero profit and many will
bankrupt.

Mian Zahid Hussain

said that Finance Minister
Ishag Dar wants to brin
the dollar to two hundre
rupees, while the majority
of economists are calling
it impossible. )

The finance minister
was not ready to leave the
dollar unregulated at any
cost because it will weak-
en the rupee and increase
inflation in the country,
he maintained.

Omn the other hand, the
IMF wants to remove all
controls on the dollar
which will push its value

rupees, which is estab-
lishing a parallel market.

The present situation is
a blessing for those who
are involved in illegal
hundi  business while
Pakistanis living abroad
are also sending money
through illegal channels
due to which the remit-
tances have decreased by
5% and the country’s
problems are increasing.

Mian Zahid Hussain
said that the IMF was
pushing for reforms
agreed upon in the agree-

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Information
Technology and Telecommunication Syed Amin Ul
Haque has said that broadening the 4G technology
network in the country is top priority

These views were expressed by him while talking
to a delegation of Etisalat International led by Mr
Mikhail Gerchuk, CEOQ e& International here on
Wednesday, The delegation comprised Mr
Abdulrahim Al Nooryani, CEQ Etisalat Pakistan,
Mr. Hatem Bamatraf, President and CEQ PTCL &
Ufone, and Naveed Butt, Chief Regulatory Officer
Additional Secretary (Incharge) Ministry of IT
Mohsin Mushtag was also present.

Matters relale[él to connectivity, 3G technology and
telecom sector were discussed during the meeting.

Syved Amin Ul Haque said that the future of tech-

MNearly 90% of people
spend most of their time
indoors where poor ven-
tilation and other exter-
nal environmental fac-
tors contribute 1o higher
levels of carbon dioxide,
causing health impacts
inchuding coughing,
wheezing, allergies and
nausea. The prototype
filter, developed by a
Pakistani scientist, will
control the concentra-
tion of carbon dioxide
indoors

Dr Muhammad Fahim

The Execulive Engineer (Roads) CW, PP&H Departmant District
Masiung invites sealed bids tender based on Composiie Schedule of
Rates 2018, Government of Balochistan amended up-to-date from
inderested contractors | firms for the work listed below under BPPRA
Rules. Eamasl Money 2% of the E/Cost Tander fee Rs. 1000/- and
Tima limit 30" June 2023

Sr.#  NameofWork EiCost

1. Repair Of Komatsu Motor Grader No.2 District 3.319M

Mastung. TSE-222312183223

The procurement shall be carried outin accordance with Baldchistan
Public Procurement Regulatory Authonty Rules 2014, ELIGIBILITY:
The Contractor must have valid regisirafion in catagory, C-6 &
above in relevant discipline and registration with 1ax authorities. i.e
{NTN) and sales Tax Depariment. & BRA. Relevanl works
axparience as mentoned in Bidding Documeants METHOD OF

to Rs250 1o 275 but this  ment s0 that couniry’s Khokhar, the head of a

said that in pr,e-uai]i_ng cir- will also increase EXpors financial position 'I'lU'ﬂg}' in P‘a.l»:ista_n wWias |'I]'Il'i1.'-d o intm-d.ucjng 3G department at the wsm Slﬂge—Slﬁgle Envelop Procadure will be
cumstances, any further  and remittances improves, the nisk of ?CGI’I]’IU]UH}'. He said that Ministry of IT was extend- ]I'I:EE“UTB of adopted. SELECTION METHOD: Least Cost Selection Method

BIDDING / TENDER DOCUMENTS: Issuance; Documents will be
lasued from the date of publication till submission date and time on
production of green Chaltan form amounting, a5 mentioned abowe
{for bidding document) deposiled in the head of Account C-02T16
through Governmant Treasury prafarably District Masiung or Branch
of Mational Bank of Pakistan._Submission: The last date of
submission will be on 05-01-2023 al 12:00 Noon, na forms will be
entertained after menticned date and time. Opening: The tender
document will be opened on 05-01-2023 at 1:00 PM before
Procurameant Committes in the presence of the contractors or their
authorized representatives, Address: The place of issuance,
submission, Inquires and opening will be the office of the
Executive Engineer (Roads) CWPPEH Department District
Mastung Office Phone Mo, 0843-B5T013, E-Mall address:
Leom
Terms & Conditions: Undar following conditions bids will be
rejected; Conditional, electronics and telagraphic bids [ tenders,
Bids not accompanied by Challan or bid secunty | eamest money in
shape of Call Depositin favor of the undersigned. Bids recesved after
spacified date and time. Blackiisted contractors! firms. Bid validity
periad will be 80 Days. The Procurement Agency resarves Ihe right

bankruptey can be avoid-
ed and the povernment
does not have INP

ing full support to telecom companies. He urged the
telecom companies to play their role for bringing
modern technology in Pakistan INP

delay in reviving the IMF The dispute has led to
programme would be tan-  a  deadlock in  talks
tamount to suicide. between the government

Pakistan needs to explore potential of small

Environmental Sciences
and Engineeriﬂg (IESE),
told WealthPK that it
took him years to devel-
op the prototype filter,
which included design-
ing, engineering, proto-
typing, testing, and

“C0O2 Bin” is based on

cities for economic uplift: WealthPK e

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan needs
to reduce the gap belween prime
and secondary cities and explore
the potential of the latter for eco-
nomic growth, creating jobs, sup-
porting manufacturing and indus-
tries and linki a'g,ncultura[ areas
with markets, WealthPK reports,

Dr Durre Nayab, the Jomt
Director of the Pakistan Institute of
Development Economics (PIDE),

faster as compared to other areas.
“Pakisian’s urban centres have
tremendous potential. Yet, growth
rates have been showing a declin-
ing trend for the last 40 vears The
investment-to-GDP  ratto  has
remained virtually  flat  for
decades,” said Dr Durre Nayab.
She said that in a country where
the prime ¢ities were a combination  a
of sprawls and congested old

Administratively, they are frap-
mented with tradiional sysiems
managing old. dilapidated congest-
ed cities and sprawling suburbs
with little control It is imperative
that city-specific policies are for-
mulated, keeping in view regional,
rovincial and national situations.
oday’s successful economies have

small socioeconomic  gap
between prime and secondary

Jo
i
fﬁlﬁwwh?madl
¢ Lt Fr L B SITHIAT-350-204-225A6-14PPe TATA 1ahy o2
diuq,rf;.m@y?ﬁa*’mﬂfﬂu‘fﬂauﬂq.,: K2
Lt o i h A e et ot A En S

told WealthPE that cities were  towns, oiving attention to second-  cities. Pakistan needs to address ; el ;
engines of prowth as urbanisation  tier ci:'[fes %va: not a prority.  this issue to ensure economic ||i% AR - &t L}'};_,E’,_ﬁj;[?}ﬁ% fo:cancel any bt or the: e icking pricess: 8130y e pror 1o
L L ; ! CE W | pr Y , 4 Fblek ﬁ‘"wm ¥ ol & bid f
was closely associated with devel-  Pakistani cities, irrespective of  growth,” said the expertShe said T e acceptance of 3 bid or proposal subject to the relevant provisions o
opment. ) size, are poorly gpoverned, as the that secondary cities of Pakistan Mwm&.r‘q.mf b Tod JVLE;RHJM@J‘ Balochistan Procurement Regulatory Authorly Rules, 2014,
She said that the prowth in Gross  enforcement of the local govemn-  could play a major role in strength- 8 MMHELF#W
Domestic Product {GDP) and pro- ment system in letter and spirit  ening the national economy if they ey

EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (ROADS)
CWPP&H DEPARTMENT,
PRO No.1557/21-12-2022 DISTRICT MASTUNG

o wwwdprgobpk, w @dpr_gob 5 dprgab [ mdgpehalochistan

were provided with suitable infra-
structure  and facilities. Good ""H‘-‘

accessibility is a necessary, though i 5 3 i i
not sufficient. INP s

Pubdished by Asim khan af C-7 Kabir Building Printed af AlNoeed Printing Press Mando Khail Plaze Mission Rood (Queffa.

remainsa dream.Unfortunately,
city zoming, city services and city
management all present a dismal
picture in Pakistan,

ductivity could be mainly attrib-
uted to urban centres. She added
that 80% of the world's output was
generated from cities. Cities grow
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Javid Iqbal has
successfully complete
P.hd from balochistan
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CPEC charges up IT, Digital economy in Pakistan

ISEAMABAD: CPEC’s positive stir in [T industry and digital economy in 2022
has set the tone of resilient growth and progression for 2023 on automation, e-gov-
emance, e-commerce, IT parks, Research & Development, Internet density and

Telecommunication hosted the inaugural meeting of the Pakistan-China Joint
Working Group (JWG) on the Information Technology,
The decision was made that both nations would gain from one another's expertise

computer Technology in Pakistan. ot in the areas of spectrum, policy regulations, cyber security, human resource devel-

According to Gwadar Pro, benefited by CPEC-led cation on 1T and digital — opment, and 3G o . _ Uﬂl\’ﬁl‘ﬂlty
economy, it 15 predicted that the total value of Pakistan’s IT industry will reach 10 Similarly, in October 2022, Pakistani ambassador to China Moinyl Haque shared We congratulate Dr,

ballion by 2025, During onset and till end of current vear, Pakistan has more than  a news that the two countries have decided to build three new comidors, including | Muhammad Javid Igbal

2,000 software R&ED centers, the China-Pakistan Digital Comidor, which would help improve collaboration in | on successful completion

of Phd from balochistan
University He has worked
on user behaviour model-
ing in peer to peer net-
work using  machines
learning. He has become
first Phd scholar 1o grad-
vate from balochistan
L:nwersu]v_[ i computer
sciences. He is serving in
SBEWU as a director

At present, Pakistan is the fourth largest base for free IT practitioners in the world,

Owing to multlli!le strategic, development and trade compulsions, China and
Pakistan are specially focusing on the development of IT sector for China Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) and beyond

In July 2022 the firsi-ever China-Pakistan Technology Investment Conference
Was 1|1:punl1y m‘ﬁa.“’.“d by Special Technology Zones Authority, the Pakistan Embass
in China, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Islamabad, and the Zhong guancun Bell
and Road Industrnial Promotion Association (ZBRA) in order to forge new connec-
tions with the Chinese technology sector and open the deor for Chinese and

many information technology industries. R

He also envisaged an intemational conference on artificial intelligence in March,
2023 where local and foreign businesses will attend.

A lot of commitments and agreements were reached between the two countries in
2022 regarding IT and beyond. Now, 2023 is the year when we should consolidate
on our previous work by enhancing the cooperation in the 1T sector.

If we look around the world, a lot is happening in the world of 1T. For example,
hybrd or multicloud management technology, tools, and procedures will be used by

% of businesses in the near future. With éxpectations of speeds up to 100 times
faster, 3G will simultaneously provide network speeds that are around ten times
quicker than those on existing 4G LTE networks. INP

since 2004, And became
first SBKWLU employee
to done Phd in computer
science.

Pakistan sees breakthrough in
royal jelly production with
Chinese technology

ISLAMABAD: “With Chinese technology, we have
witnessed a historic breakthrough in local royal jell
production, Thirly beekeepers have mastered the skill
to extract roval jelly, and more will be trained in the
future”, sand Dr. Muhammad Asif Aziz in an interview
to China Economic Net (CEN).

He is an Associate Professor of the Department of
Entomology Pir Mehr Ali Shah And Agriculture
University Rawalpindi, the person in charge of the
Billion Tree Honey Initiative (trial phase), and a partic-
ipant of the online training course on beekeeping and
honey processing technology sponsored by Ministry of
Commerce of People's Republic of China and organ-
ized by Hunan Agnculral Group Co., Ltd. in the sim-
mer of 2021 Tk R

For him, the training came just in time as he was
eager to leam more about royal jelly production, bee

breeding techmiques, honey production technology, and
mé[:: ; Il%ri of queens and considered roval jelly production cost-

bee-related product processing to reach the goal of the

Billion Tree Honey Initiative, that is to produce 70,000 lier than net profits After learning about China's royal
tonnes of honey through the introduction of modern  jelly technology, Dr. Muhammad Asif Aziz along with
b&ekcepinﬁﬂuupment. training in the latest technolo- 'Li.r. students ,ﬁl Raza and Usama Umer decided 1o use
gies, standardization and product certification, and  Chinese technology, Then, he invited several bee farm-
marketing “It is challenging to receive technical train-  ers to learn and practice together. To evervone's sur-
ing onling, but I'm lucky to have a great online man-  prise, royal Jlelly was successfully produced with plas-
agement team to make everything organized. Chinese u:é]u_een cells in colonies with queens.”The approach
professors demonstrated the country’s beekeeping  of Chinese people to work for betterment of humanity
technology through theoretical explanations an

' through knowledge sharing is remarkable, which ulti-
demonstrations on apiaries. And there were interesting  mately will pave the path towards social and economic
introductions of Chinese culture, 30 we not only

I 3 stability of both the nations”, he said, looking forward
leamed Chinese beekeeping technology but also had 8 to more exchanges in the future. INP

Pakistani technolo lavers to collaborate in the field of technology.
July 2022 also rﬁirﬁeg e

an important development when The Ministry of 1T and

deeper understanding of China”, he termed the training
“heyond expectation” and was awarded excellent
trasnee at the end of the training program.

The training made im realize thal to further devel-
op the apicullure industry in Pakistan, the first step
should be to improve the skills of local practitioners in
the production of various bee products, including royal
jelly and other higher-value bee products, through
training and capacity-building programs :

Therefore, he started to train local beekeepers in two
categories, One is short-term course that teaches mod-
emn apiculture technology for professional bee farmers.
The other is middle- to long- term training for green
hands. Previously, local beekeeper used to think that
roval jelly can only be produced in natural besswax
cups and in queenless colones, Therefore, mostly they
remained reluctant to produce this valuable product
due to the fear to loose bee population in the absence

Kﬂ I}ii, Khairpur: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif inspecting de-watering process
in Peer Guddu Village of District Khairpur.

FM, USAID Pakistan earns $854
official discuss | o i1ion from IT services’

t-flood )
';;’:imf:;e export in 4 months

WASHINGTON: Foreign Mini $3554 100 million by providng  Th d import of Pakistan Pakist ds t
MN: Forelg mmister | USE 554 100 nalhion by providing ‘he export and import of com-
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari 'tﬁwa meeting | different lnformation Technology  puter so mam-re!atpe.él Services urges Afghan akKisian neeas to

with Administrator of the Unite
States  Agency for International
Development (LUSAID) Samantha
Power has discussed the long-term
cooperation for rehabilitation and
reconstruction of Pakistan’s flood-
affected arcas . . .

“Had a productive meeting with
hbS.-ﬁEIDdAhgmqmtmtior. Thanked for

er leadership in galvanizing support
for flood relief,” he said in a tweet fol-
lowing the meeting. )

_The foreign minister appreciated the
United MNations Secretary-General's
Fumanitarian assistance of $97 mil-
ion

Samantha Power in a tweet said she
discussed with FM Bilawal how com-
munities impacted by Pakistan’s
recent floods were faring and the
impact of U8, assistance in the imme-
diate aftermath,

_She also mentioned that the discus-
sion also focused on working together
to build resilience in preparing for
future crises. NP

AC returns
Toshakhana

reference against
Zardari, Nawaz
to NAB

ISLAMABAD: An accountability
court (AC) on Wednesday returned the
Toshakhama reference against Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP) co-chairman Asif
Za . Pakistan Muslim League —
MNawaz (PML-N)} supremoc Nawaz
Sharif and former prime minister
Yousuf Raza Gilani to Mational
Accountability Bureau (NAB.

As per details, Judge Muhammed
Bashir heard the case as an adminis-
trative judge afler the completion of
the term of Judge Asghar Ali. He
retrned the Toshakhana reference to
Mational  Accountability  Bureau
(NAB)

The court remarked that after the
amendments in the NAB Ordinance, a
case cannot be registered on an
amount less than Rs 500 million NP

IPC moves
summary to remove
Ramiz Raja as
PCB chairman

ISLAMABAD; The Ministry of
Inter-Provincial Coordination HPC]
has 1‘::15;“1?l moved the summary to
remove Ramiz Raja as Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) Chairman,

The IPC has sent a summary to
Prime Minister Shehbaz Shanf to
include the names of Najam Sethi and
Shakil Sheikh as new PCB Governin
Board members in place of Asad Al
Khan and Ramiz Raja. )

“Majam Sethi and Shakil Sheikh’s
names have been included in the sum-
mary forwarded for the PM's approval
on Tuesday,” say sources,

The summary required approval
from the cabinet, they say. .

However, the E[pprm-al' from cabinet
members  could  well be sought
through circulation. INP

President lauds
security forces
on successful

Bannu operation

against militants

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif
Alvi on Wednesday lauded the securi-
ty forces for carrying out & successful
operation against terrorists in Bannu
and expressed resolve to eliminate ter-
rorism from the country's soil.

The president in a statement termed
the success a result of the profession-
alism of security forces and their
unwavering commitment against ter-
rofism, .

He said the nation would always
remember the sacrifices made against
terrorism for national defence and
security.

The entire nation, he said, stands
with its brave security forces on oper-
ations against terrorists. [INP

BITj services 1o varnous countries
uring the first four months of the
current fiscal year 2022-23,

This shows a growth of 292
gerccnt as compared to USS
29 890 million earned thropgh
the provision of services duting
the carrespnndm% months of the
fiscal vear 2021-22, the Pakistan
Edureau of Statistics (PBS) report-

Dunng July-October (2022-23),
the export of computer services
Fl‘ﬂw b‘):'; 3.86 percent as it surged
rom UTSE 650,090 million last Tis-
cal vear to USE 688 160 million
this year. :

Among the computer services,
the exports of software consultan-
cy services witnessed an increase
of 965 percent, from USS
231.238 million to USH 253 549
million while the exports of hard-
ware consultancy services also
rose by 12.36 percent from USS
0.898 mullion to USE 1.009 mil-

surged by 13.58 percent, from
U 167475 million to USSH
190.224 million whereas the
exports of reparr and maintenance
services increased to LSS 0,443
million from USS 0.404 million,
In addition, the exports of other
computer services witnessed a
nominal decrease of 2.86 percent
going from US$H 250.075 million
to LSS 242,935 million.
Meanwhile, the export of infor-
mation services during the perniod
under review declined by 20,57
reent by going down from USS
750 miﬁ':en. to USS 1390 mil-
lion, : : ;
Among the information servie-
es, the exports of news agency
services decreased 14.81 per-
cent, from LIS% 1.202 million to
USS 1.024 million whereas the
exports of other information sérv-
ices also decreased by 33.21 per-
cent, from USE 0548 million to
LSS 0366 million INP

PML-N approaches
IHC to postpone
Islamabad LG polls

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan
Muslim League-Mawaz (PML-N
has aE roached the Islamaba
High Court (THC) seeking post-
onement of the local povernment
L% elections in Islamabad.

e PML-N in its application,
submitted to THC, pleaded with
the court to delay LG polls in the
federal capital on the pretext of an
increase in the number of union

councils

The party has urged the court to
accept its application for an early
heanngz

The federal government
Tuesday increased the number of
union  councils  (UCs)  im

Islamabad 10 days before the
scheduled polling day for local
government elections, surprising
candidates as well as the Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECF)
The federal cabinet approved
the amendment in_number of the
union councils after which the

federal government notified the
inerease in the number of LICs in
the federal capital terntory.

The notification  stated that
under the Local Bodies Act the
demarcation of Union Councils
must be based on the population
figures of Islamabad thus the
number of union councils to be
increased to 123 from existing
101, Meanwhil the Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
said the elections would be held as
per schedule on Dec 31.

“The Election Commission in
exercise of its power under
Articles 140-A %2}. Article 218,
{31 Article 219(d) and Article 222
of the Constitution read with
Section 219 of Elections Act,
2017 and all other enabling provi-
sions of law hereby decides to
continue  elections ToCess
notwithstanding the notification
dated 19-12-2022 issued by the
Federal government INP

PM Shehbaz okays
appointment of Najam
Sethi as PCB Chairman

ISLAMABAD: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Shanf on
Wednesday  approved  the
appointment of Najam Sethi as
the new chairman of the
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCRH).

Sources privy to the matter
said that notification regarding
the change in PCB board of gov-
ernors will be iszued later in the
day.

Sources revealed that the
Prime Minister’s Office (PMO)
will release four notifications
related to the abolizhment of the
2019 constitution of the cricket
board; restoration of the 2014
constitution; termination of the
two PCB governing body names
nominated for the chairmanship
under the 2019 constitution and
the fourth notification will noti-
fy the establishment of an inter-
im “set up” te run the existing

board,

The interim selection commit-
tee will be formed to announce
the squad for upcoming series
against MNew Zealand starting
from December 26, they say.

The development comes after
the Mimstry of Inter-Provincial
Coordination (IPC) today moved
the summary to remove Ramiz
Raja as Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) chairman,

IPC has sent a summary {0
Prime Mimster Shehbaz Sﬁarif
to include the names of Najam
Sethi and Shakil Sheikh as new
PCB Governing Board members
in place of Asad Ali Khan and
Ramiz Raja.It 15 worth mention-
ing here that Ramiz Raja was
appointed as PCB chairman by
the former prime minister of
Pakistan Imran Khan on
September 13, 2021 INP

authorities to
revisit ban on
university girls

ISLAMABAD:
Pakistan on Wednesday
urged the Afghan authori-
ties to revisit the decision
to suspend university and
higher education For girl
students in Afghanistan,

“Pakistan is disappoint-
ed to learn about the sus-
pension_of the university
and higher education for
female  students  in
Afohanistan,” the Foreign
Office said in a statement

The FO said Pakistan’s
};usiiinn on this i1ssue had

een clear and consistent.

“We strongly believe
that every man and
woman has the inherent
right to education in
aecordance  with  the
injunctions of Islam,” it
sard. “We strongly urpe
the Afchan authoribes to
revisit this decision”.

The Afghan Taliban
authorities on  Tuesday
ordered an indefinite ban
on university educaticn
for girls, the ministry of
higher education said in a
letter issued to all govern-
ment and private universi-
ties INF

Children with
disahilities facing
multifaceted
challenges:
Minister HRs

ISLAMABRAD: Federal
Minister for  Human
Rights Mian Riaz Hussain
Pirzada has said that said
that the children with dis-
abilities are facing multi-
faceted challenges of
accessibility, education,
rehabilitation and inelu-
51001 10 Main Sream socie-
ty.

This was stated by lim
on Wednesday  while
s;;te.uk_in_g as chiel puest
after inaugurating the
Resource Centre for
Autistic Children at
Rehabilitation Centre for
the Children with
Developmental Dhsorder,
under the Directorate
General of  Special
Education {DGSE)

Representalives of
Ministry of Human
Rights, MNGOs, social

workers, parents, special
children, representative of
Plannin Commission
and staff of the centre
attended the ceremony,

While addressing the
event, Mian Riaz Hussain
Pirzada appreciated the
efforts of Directorate
General of  Special
Education for Children
with Disabilities and said
that the Mimistry of
Human Rights is working
on prionty basis for these
children, He further said
that through such [Facili-
ties inclusion of children
with_disabilities will be
possible that would cer-
tainly change INP

LAHORE: People are busy in exercise in morning hours at a local park during heavy
fogey weather in Provineial Capital.

ensure foolproof maritime
security: Mushahid

[SLAMABAD: Chairman Senate
Standing Committee on Defence
Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed has
said that Pakistan needed to ensure
foolproof maritime security as the
next war was expected 1o be at sea
and not on land According 10 news
release issued on Wednesday, the
Chairman Senate Body was deliver-
ing his keynote address at the
Mational Institute of Maritime
Affairs (NIMA), a  two-day
International Maritime Symposium
gMS} on the topic “Geo-economic

imensions of Indian Ocean Region
(IOR) — Opportunities for Region
and Bevond”™ on 20 and 21 December
2022.0n the occasion, the experts
from home and abroad presented
their views about the geo-economic

Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue Senator Mohammad Ish

he Cabinet in Islamabad.

‘Gravity
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importance of [OR. Senator Mushahid
Hussain Syed, while deliberating on
the current global security scenario,
opined that it was the mosf dangerous
decade after World War 1L “World is
:waln&ssmF historic changes, econom-
ic and global powers are emerging
from East,” he added
 The focus of second day proceed-
ing was on maritime securify in the
context of regional connectivity. Air
Marshal Zahid Mahmood, vice chief
of Air Staff was the chief guest,
Whereas Vice Admiral (R) Abdul
Aleem moderated the session discus-
sion. Vice Admiral (R} Iftikhar Rao
%puke about the Maritime Threats &
“hallenges in Regional Perspective.
He talked about the Malacca strait
choke point and its importance INP
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Dar
resided over the meeting of the Economic Coordination Committee {ECC) of

of situation in

IHOJK deserves immediate

attention

ISTANBUL: Speakers at a briefing in
Istanbul have said that gravity of the sit-
vation in Indian illegally ocoupied
Jammu and Kashmir deserves immedi-
ate attention of the world for the sake of
international peace and security.

During the briefing, a Kashmiri dele-

ation apprised the members of
stanbul-based  ASSAM,  (Justice
Defenders Strategic Studies Center),

about the grim human ri%htu. situation in
[MOJK. The Kashmin delegation includ-
ed Dr Ghulam N Mir, Chairman of
‘Kashmir Diaspora Coalition (KDC)
and President of World Kashmir
Awareness Forum; Dr Mubeen Shah
Vice Chairman KDC and President of
Istanbul-based Kashmir House, and Dr
Ghulam Nabi Fai, Chairman of World
Forum for Peace and Justice.

Sﬁcal»:mg on the occasion, Dr Mubeen
Shah explained the objective of Kashmir
House to the members of the board of
ASSAM. He said that the main compo-

of world’

nents of Kashmir House include,
‘Advocacy / Political Engagement’
where we will _t.:n?ugu with Turkish gov-
emment, political parties, civil society,
think tanks, universities, besides diaspo-
ra groups based in Istanbul and bevond.
The engazement would be within the
limits of Turkish law. The aim of such
enﬁage_:ments would be 1o strive for
achieving United Mations-granted right
to self-determination for people of
HOJK. )

Dr Mubeen Shah added that “Institute
of Kashmir Studies’ will be a research
center in Istanbul’ in one or more uni-
versities, to do research regarding the
struggle of Kashmiris in different lan-

Eu%%&& ; ;

e Kashmir House intends o launch
news/views‘comment website and mag-
azine/newspaper/newsletter rcg,urdmﬁ
Kashmir from Istanbul. This wi
include documentaries, videos
photo galleries. etc. INP
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Pakistani scientist invents filter to
reduce indoor concentration of carbon
dioxide: WealthPK

~ISLAMABAD: A prototype filter
invented by a Pakistani scientist will
help to control the concentration of car-
bon dioxide indoors and protect pen;le
from its negative impacts, WealthPK
reports.

Mearly 90% of people spend most of
their time indoors where poor ventila-
tion and other external environmental
factors contribute to higher levels of car-
bon dioxide, causing health impacts
including m‘ulihmg, wheezing, allergies
and nausea. The prototype filter, devel-
oped by a Pakistani scientist, will con-
trol the concentration of carbon dioxide
indoors, ;

Dr Muhammad Fahim Khokhar, the
head of a department at the Institute of
Environmental Sciences and
Engineering (IESE}, told WealthPK that
it took him years to develop the proto-
type filter, which included designing
engineering, prototyping, testing, an
manufacturing, This novative concept
of a "CO2 Bin” is based on capturing
carbon dioxide from indoor air, resulting
in improved air quality for better work-

ing conditions.

e said that air is an essential part of
human life. “The healthier a human
breathes, the more healthily he lives.
Indoor and cutdoor air pollutants may be
detrimental to human health dependin
upon the time and concentration o
exposure 1o them, Air quality, eﬁpgua_lfry
indoor air (LAQ), 15 becoming a signifi-
cant health issue.” he added. )

Dr Fahim said that indoor air_guality
referred to air quality in the building that
influenced human health and comfort.
*“Carbon dioxide (CO2) at very high lev-
els, i.e. 300 parts per million, can pose
severe and lethal health Lm?acis. Typical
office activity levels are 700 parls per
million, however, the amount of COZ in
4 house is 1,000 to 1,200 parts per mil-
lion. Moreover, CO2, the most potent

reenhouse gas, can also contribute to
climate change,” he added.

In the coming decades, it will be vital
1o minmise the emission of CO2Z 1o
improve indoor air quality and mitigate
the impacts of climate change
Capturing and storing INP




