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Syed Ali Shah Analysis

Political pundits called it
a gathering of political
dissidents since most of
the political figures have
been sidelined by their
own political parties

Politicians, intelligentsia and mem-
bers of the legal fraternity almost dis-
cussed all issues relating to the country
and Balochistan at the first
Reimagining Pakistan seminar, The
speakers delivered stormy and speech-
es based on facts and figures with
regard to the prevailing economic cri-
sis and political uncertainty at the sem-
inar organized the Balochistan
Peace Forum (BPF) run by Senior

olitician ~ Nawabzada ashkari
15A01.

Political pundits called it a gathering
of political dissidents since most of the
poﬂticﬂ] figures have been sidelined by
their ~ own olitical parties,
Mevertheless, Sllﬂf]id Khagan Abbasi,
the former prime minister defended the
Pakistan Muslim League (W) supremo
Nawaz Sharif and urped the judiciary
to undo its wrongs to the former pre-
IMIeT.

The session
was underway
for 7 hours

L ]
Throughout the seven hours long
sessions, Mr. Abbasi faced the brunt :&'

remove cap on dollar
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Aslam Raisani reiterated the demand
for immediate recovery of the missing
persons and termed it one of the most
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Gas leakage kills a father
and 3 sons in Quetta Jan
Muhammad Road

Secretary of Finance
Mehfooz Al
killing

facts

Khan
about

Wadela, the patron-in-chief of Gwadar
Haq Do Tehrik cfm very hard questions
before the audience and called for
addressing the grievances of the peo-
ple of the country’s port city.

Miftah Ismail presented killings
facts about the declining economic
condition of the country and the socio-
economic state of the people. Former
Chief Minister Nawab Muhammad

important 1ssues. Balochistan i1s facing
today.

Mehfooz Ali
Khan shared
killing facts

Islamabad’s stepmotherly treatment
towards Balochistan, He mentioned
that gas was discovered in Sui in
1952 and Dera Bugti was provided a
gas facility in 2013,

Young intellectual, Rafiullah
Kakar termed the undeclared MPA
fund as a major speed breaker and
political bribe before the political

- Fa 0l Al
parties. He spoke at length about the
1ssues of bad governance, the
province is facing today.

To be precise, it was an event that
brought the high-ups who had served
the country in the center and
province to one forum and they all
openly shared their experiences and
knowledge to bring an end to the
prevailing crisis. Dissent voices
need to be heard, They should not be
pressed.

Gas leakage Kkills a father and 3 sons

in Quetta Jal_l

Manan Mandokhail ;-

Gas leakage killed a father and
three sons in  Quetta’s Jlan
Muhammad Road on _Tuesda
mm:ﬁ. The room was filled wit
zas and the victims were sleepin
inside. All four victims breath
their last inside the room. Residents
of the area rushed towards the
affected room and retrieved the
dead bodies.

The dead bodies were shified to
the civil hospital CQuetta.
Heartbreaking scenes were wil-
nessed on the eve of shifting the
dead bodies to their house in the
Killi Kamalo area of Quetta. Gas
leakage and explosions have
claimed scores of precious human
lives in Cluetta, especially in the
prevailing chilly weather,

This incideni has come a week

after the gas leakage incident
claimed the lives of
members in the Satellite Town area
of Cuetta. Pe

the Sui Souther
(55GC) for its failure to make sure
prior announcement before the gas

six family

le have lashed out at
Gas Company

Muhammad Road

load shedding in Quetta and other
parts of Balochistan, :
Despite repeated attempts, this
seribe was unable to speak to the
SSGC  officials  since  the
Spokesman of the company is
based in Karachi a.

QESCO claims to have restored

power sup

ply to all

feeders

Stallf Reporter o . ower  breakdown™, Khurram

- F e stagir, the Federal Mimister for

The OQuetta Electric Supply S Power said In rural Balochistan, the
Company {?ESCG} claimed to 1 T %ES‘CDIS already observing more
have restored power supply to all than 15 howrs of long load shed-

feeders across Balochistan on
Tuesday morning after a m%gor
r outage across Pakistan. The
gpokv._asman of QESCO said the
technical staff of the company
made hecﬁf]fegnrts to ensurﬁ.i the
restoration e power supply to
all feeders from the national feeder.
Major power breakdowns across
the country also severely affected
routine life in Quetta and other
pﬁrlls DfQ]i-lalmhlmn. -
“In etta, supp A5
been completel _reatomd’}.r the
spokesman said in a statement
i:-iswud to ihg grdessb Howﬁver. peo-
ple complained about the power
S ling 18 Gueia sah Beker parts
5 Ing in other parts
of Balochistan, They have ecnti-

claimed. Routine life was also badly
paralyzed the power
r suspended
national grid station on Monday.
All major cities of the country
mmb daali’:lfjness '?Eer the
major power breakdown that para-
lyzed the whole official system.

e are investigating this major

abruptl

plunge

sufpgly Was

ding. Most of the people in mural
Balochistan have accused the

72 QESCO of depriving them of

e i ol
2 I 78 78! power ;uppiy. “We are accustomed
as BEER cel |0 =5 to  these ower  outages”,
cized the QESCO for its failure 1o Shamsullah, apresident of Pishin
restore the power supply despite  clmmed He said the QESCO offi-
repeated promises and announce-  cials only visit their village to col-
ments. HDSEJWBI’ supply  sSince  legct bills and they are least bothered
sterday”, Shaukat Ali, a shop-  ahout the suffenngs of the masses,
eper in the heart of Quetta The charge was vehemently

denied by the QESCO officials and
th?‘ accused the wbe well owners
and domestic consumers of not
paying their bills. *“We are tired of
1ssuing notices to the consumers
but they are not ready to pay their

the

bills”, Engineer Kanim Jamali, the
Chief Executive of the QESCO
claimed,

PM Shehbaz reiterates Pakistan’s desire to complete
9th review of IMF programme

Prime Minister Shehbaz Shanf said on Tuesday that Pakistan had given a
“clear message” to the International Monetary Fund (IMF) abow the coun-
try’s desire fo complete the ninth review of the $7 billion Extended Fund

Facility (EFF)

Addressing the launch of a loan scheme in Islamabad, the premier reiter-
ated the government’s desire to complete the review.
“We have %-en the IMF a clear message that we wani (o compleie the

minth review

@ are ready and want to sit down regarding your conditions

so that it can be concluded and Pakistan can move forward.
He stated that Pakistan had been “given a clear meszage lefl and right™
that the country would noi be abandoned but that it was necessary for if 1o

“stitch” the IMF programme

PM Shehbaz zaid that the government had written to the intemational
money lender. “1 spoke to the IMF managing director two weeks ago and we
have proactively nq_lpmach ed them that we wani 1o complete the ninth review

without delay so 1
multilateral and bilateral pmﬁrammes.
Islamabad is waiting for &

al the programme moves forward, in addition to other

e ninth review of a loan-arrangement that the

previous government signed with the IMF, The review would lead to the
release of the next tranche of funds to Pakistan that has been pending since

September,

The prime minister’s remarks come a dav after it was reporied that the
government’s fear of losing popularity before the elections seems 1o be

Exchange companies to remove

cap on dollar rate from Today

G2\

The Exchange  Companies
Association of Pakistan (ECAP)
announced on Tuesday that it would
remove the cap on the LIS dollar from
Jan1u_;lar}' ZMGWHQE 6 )

2 e rale has been pnma-
nily hit hard by a steep decline in the
central bank’s foreign exchange
reserves. which have shnmk 10 $4.6
billion. Currency experis say the
rupes has been falling “despite being
managed” by the State Bank o
Pakisian (SBP).

Amid a shortage of dollars, the gap
between its rates in the interbank and
open markets has  significantly
widened. drastically hurting the econ-
omy and diventing remittances from
the legal banking channe to the grey
market,

Some experis have hinted that the
shortage of dollars could cause

rationing of
next twi o
hitting the trade and industry and
even the agricultural sector, which
needs diesel during the harvesting
SEASOIL.

On  Tuesday, ECAPF Chairman

ra

ee—— ]
rol and diesel in the
months, wliimaiely

—
-

Malik Bostan chaired a meeting of
the association that was also attended
by General Secretary Zafar Paracha.

In a detailed statement issued after
the meeting, Bostan said that (he
decision to cap the dollar rate had
proved to be “negative”,

“Instead of falling. the dollar rate
increased, resulting in the unavail-
ab]'!ig of the greenback in the market
which also gave birth 1o the black
market™

He further lamented that citizens
that wished to buy dollars for travel-
ling or funding their education and
health expenses were no able to do
z0 and had to tum to the black mar-
ket.He said that the situation had cre-
ated a “panic in the market”, leading
the povernment fo believe exchange
companies were “deliberately I:uJac%.a
mailing™ them, Web Desk

PTI

further N

PTI leader Fawad Chaudhry on
Tuesday cried foul after reports
regarding  Mational = Assembly
Speaker Raja Pervaiz Ashraf
accepting the resignations of more
PT1 lawmakers emerged on media.

MA officials told Dawn.com that
Ashraf has accepted further resig-
nations and forwarded them to the
Election Commission of Pakistan
(ECP). However, there is no offi-
cial confirmation on the matter.

Reacting to the development,
Chaudhry tweeted that the purpose
of PT] members going back to the
assembly was to oust Raja Riaz
’lfrgid'rérme position of the opposition
& \

keeping Pakistan from finalizing a deal with the IMF that could stabilize the

ECONOomy.

Official and diplomatic sources told Dawn that both sides were still dis-
cussing the seven demands that the IMF wanits Pakistan 1o accepl before it
resumes economic assistance to the country

The demands include withdrawing eleciric subsidies, linking gas prices to
the international market, free-floating dollars, and not blocking LCs

The govemnment “fears thalt implementing some of these demands will
hike the price of essential items across the board.” a source said. “It will
make the government even more unpopular than it already is. so close to the

elections,™

IMF officials have indicated that they are willing to continue working
with Pakistan. but the countrv should first meet some basic requirements,

“Thev are asking for basics, so that they can send their team to Islamabad,
but the finance minister is reluctant to do so,” said an official aware of the

talks.

The official said that the IMF was asking for “some movement on energy
prices and the demonstration of Islamabad’s intent to reform but Fipance
Minister Ishaq Dar 15 not giving an inch.™

Officials in Islamabad u

ed PM Shehbaz to intervene before it's too late.

“This could have been ﬁn;ﬁsed four months ago,” another official said.

The official said that he “does not
taker setup takes over the Centre.”

rsonally expect much before a care-
eb Desk

cries foul amid
reports of acceptance of

tweeted,

makers.”

He also pointed out that 40 per

Otherwise, we have no reason to
return to the National Assembly, he
adding: °
Shehbaz Shanf and his
have lost the support of 172 law-

“Right

overnment

A resignations

cent of seats in the NA were now
empty. “The only solution to this
cnsis 15 elections. " Today’s devel-
B ﬁlment comes a day after 45 PTI

MAs sent their handwritten with-
drawals to the speaker via email
and demanded the nomination of a
new cﬁ;}csitim leader from among
them. The PTI members also met
Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) Sikandar Sultan Raja and
iformed him about their decision
to return to the MNational Assembl
after nine months A total of 13
MMNAs had submitted resignations
minutes before the election of
Shehbaz Sharif as the prime minis-
ter in April Web Desk

MO,
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Unsafe Gas Cylinders
in Balochistan

Gas cylinder blasts have claimed scores of precious human lives in

Balochistan. A recent ]%

people including 31 ¢
the

hospital. Seven minors are still

as cylinder blast in Balochistan's Kohlu injured 33

ildren. Six children critically imjured as a result of

last have succumbed to injuries in the burmn unit of Punjab’s Multan
{"batﬂing tor their lives at the burm ward,

Unsafe gas cylinders in Balochistan
All the victims had soffered burn wounds when the g;s cylinder explod-

ed with a bis, bang in the Bohri area of Kohlu district. I
around a potato chips seller when the cylinder went off during

had gathere

olice said children

a wedding party. A similar gas cylinder blast claimed & precious human
lives in Balochistan’s Pishin district. _
Gas eylinder blasts order of the day in Balochistan

Gas eylinder blasts have almost become the order of the dafy in
Balochistan. There seems to be no mechanism to check the qu&li(t‘y of lg
eylinders, The sale of sub-standard Liquefied Petroleuwm Gas ELF‘ rl) oy
ders is on the nise in the market. LPG sellers are busy illegal

as
n=

y filling the

gals: c‘é’lindfrs to mint money richt under the nose of the authorities,

P

decanting from one cylimder to another using an electric motor is

prohibited by law but the practice is continuing due to the absence of strict

monitoring

¢ the authorities concerned, Since the residents face low gas
pressure issues, using LPG as an alternate source is the only

tion for

them. Not -:m]r domestic c?)!'mdlm's are being filled, but LPG iz also being
€

filled n vehic

s through e
People smokin

ectric motors,

while decantin

the LPG

It can be observed that shopkeepers decant LPG without taking any safe-
ty measures. F"El:r]iﬂf.. customers, and even shopkeepers can be seen smoking

while decanting t

e LPG The government is yet to take notice of such inck

dents. The officials hard take notice. Regarding the kohlu tragedy, the inci-

dent hsg)p-ened on Movember 8 and the police registered the
on November 14. This reflects the interest of the concerned quar-

accuse
ters.

R against the

In rural Balochistan, such incidents are rampant, Although, very few inci-
dents are being reported. The Balochistan government needs to take notice
of such incidents and form a committee comprising experts to evolve a
proper mechanism in this regard to avoid future human losses. Rulers need
to be framed and the LPG sellers must be strictly monitored to ensure
implementation of the said mechanism.
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The decision to shut
down marriage halls by
10pm will not result in
fewer wedding events or
a revenue shortfall for
wedding banquets.
People still held these
events when the then
Punjab chief minister,
Shehbaz Sharif,
imposed a ban on multi-
ple wedding meals in
the province.

Such restrictions will
eventually make it easi-
er for marriage hall
owners to save on elec-
tricity bills, The same
goes for shopping and
other economic activi-
ties. Thiz is a shift in the
right direction. The
Covid-19 pandemic is a
ﬁmd example 1o explain
ow desperate times led
to some good decisions.
The stay-at-home
restrictions made virtual
meetings and learning
assible - something we
had been ignoring for
decades.

This mandatory shifi
helped us save on board-
ing and lodging costs,
even in the corporate
world. The new normal
after  the andemic
proved to be beneficial
immediately, and this is
what we need to repli-
cate for energy conser-
vation. Also, this con-
servation drive should
fgt be limited to elec-
tricity or gas but also
extend to water and fuel

conservation,

Conserve energy

Long lines of cars
parked outside vanous
schools around noon not
only add to environmen-
tal pollution but also
increase the fuel import
bill. Carpooling apps
should be promoted and
regilated at the govern-
ment level, and this dis-
astrous trend of one car
per child should be dis-
couraged at all costs,

The government
should also work on
automation and digitiza-
tion of services. The
Punjab Land Records
Authority (PLRA) has
already digitized most
of its records. This was
endorsed and regarded
as a Ercat SUCCess story
for the region by the
World Bank, We need to
develop similar projects
that minimize travelling
and  eliminate  the
requirement Lo appear in
person to avail govern-
ment services, The
PLRA has intreduced
online  Fard facility
which has  enabled
landowners to obtain the
required document with-
out leaving their homes
or offices. This not only
eliminates  corruplion
and saves time bul also
saves the fuel consumed

to  visit  patwaris.
Technology 1s the way
forward for a greener

and better tomorrow, we

just need to adapt,
Before we emphasize

on the monetary value

of ene conservation,
we need to understand
that it is not energy-cri-
515 management, 11 18
actually the new world
order that we must com-
ply with. Energy conser-
vation in all its forms 1s

the only  healthy
lifestyle solution for
creating sustainable

societies. Therefore, an
energy | conservation
roadmap 15 a move in
the nght direction. It is
not being introduced as
just another conserva-
ton campaign but is
backed by research and
fipures to estimate the
outcome.

The prime minister’s
team has already made
substantial progress in
the gas conservation ini-
tiative, Petroleum
Minister Dr Musadik
Malik has already been
emphasizing the use of
conical baftles and other

as conservation

evices through commu-
nication campaigns. The
0il and Gas Regulatory
Authority (Ogra) has
made it mandatory for
all households to have
conical baffles installed
in their gevsers, The Sui
MNorthern Gas Company
is installing these saver
cones that could help
CONSUMErs Save energy.

Fortunately, the petro-
leum division is
employing outreach
tools to conmect with its
consumer base through

social media applica-
tions, including 'E%Tuk.
This is an intelligent
strategy o inculcate
conservation habits
among young people.
Conservation communi-
cation through cricket
stars, role models and
influencers can develop
relevant conservation
habits.

Also, the government
should engage architects
and builders working on
new housing societies
and areas being devel-
opéed to promote infra-
structural designs that
maximize natural light
and make rooms airy.
For example, the use of
double-glazed windows
could help the cause as
Ihe%' keep the room
cooler during the sum-
mer and contain the heat
of the room during the
winter.

The government
needs to promote water
conservation as well. As
world leaders have suc-
cessfully  prioritized
food security as a matter
of national and global
Security, governments
and heads of states need
to recall the forgotien
concept of water securi-
ty — a far greater prob-
lem and a global crisis
affecting the developed
and underdeveloped
wotlds, Unfortunately,
Pakistan lacks a provin-
cial marrative rggardins
water conservation an

Enem Ali A

the reuse and safe use of
water.

The federal govern-
ment intends to coordi-
nate with provincial
governments for the
energy-conservation
drive. It must develop a
similar roadmap in close
coordination with
provincial governments
to  save water, The
provincial secretary for

information in
Balochistan, Hamza
Shafgaat, has also intro-
duce several water

conservation awareness
campaigns to put an end
to water abuse and pro-
mote fair usage. A cam-
paign to promote water
safety from Balochistan
could trn into a nation-
al action plan as this is
for our generations (o
come.

We already have mul-
tiple conservation initia-
tives in place in Lahore
on the directions of the
water commission.
Imagine how  much
water we could save if
we cul down our shower
time from 20 1o 15 min-
utes.

Behavioural change
communication  and
awareness campaigns
can Tfacilitate much-
needed change in peo-
ple’s attitude towards
resource use, which can
eventually prevent the
water table from deplet-
ing in big and populous
cities.

The purpose of

When former military
ruler General Pervez
Musharraf was in power
in Pakistan, he wviolated
democratic and moral
dictates by altering the
electoral laws and making
it mandatory for candi-
dates to have at least a
bachelor’s degree to hold
a seat in the National
Assembi}'. )

The 2002 parliament
comprised  politicians
with  higher qualifica-
tions. However, when a
US-based academic car-
ried out research to com-
!)ar_& the performance of
egislators elected in 1997
{prior to the electoral law
amendment) to those in
2002, the results showed
that levels of education
made no difference in the
performance of represen-
tatives on the ground.
Since then, Musharraf's
insistence on education as
a Krerequls:te to hold an
MNA seat has been thrown
aside, extending the right
to contest elections to all
Pakistanis, _1|1clud|ngh;he
vast majority who have
not received graduate-
level education.

This brings us to a larg-
er  problem. While
Musharraf’s ruling on the
matter was obviously
unjust and biased in
favour of a particalar
class, what we should be
asking is precisely what is
achieved through the edu-
cation we_ offer to our
people. Only a tiny
minority attending elite
schools, and backed by
parental influence and
anxiety-inducing  pres-
sure, make it to top aca-
demic institutes i the
world Many have per-
formed brilliantly at these
centres of excellence and

made Pakistan  proud,
Among them, there are
those who have given
back to their country by
optm§ to work here, at
least for a period of time,
thereby trying and putting
their knowledee to the
use of people. Economist
Asim ljaz Khwaja, who
visits home rezularly, is
an example. There are
many others in various
fields including medicine
and other sciences.

But we need to ask
what happens to the rest.
The education that the
majority of our children
receive at public or
lower-end private schools
offers them little benefit.
The education is alienated
from their needs and
often designed to favour
those from the compara-
tively more privileged
tiers of society. Making
English a compulsory
subject to pass the basic
matriculation exam in the
country is just one exams-
ple.

There ars countless
teenagers and young peo-
ple 1.%114:_: are Lt_naﬁ[e_ to
excel in  their lives
because they cannot clear
the paper in a subject that
has no place in their lives
and is badly taught at
schools. Their teachers
would also have difficulty
in passing it. This is an
education crisis. Research
by non-profit groups such

as Alif Ailaan have found
that a majority of children
educated up to the pri-

mary level cannot read or
write a simple sentence in
either Enghish or Urde or
perform the basic mathe-
matical calculations that
would be expected of say
an eight- or nine-year-old
child. We are thus failing

aur children badly by pro-
viding such a I_uw-iuahty
education which handi-
caps them, instead of
empowering them.

The matier gets even
worse by the new focus
on the teaching of partic-
ular disciplines in a spe-
cific manner. While it is
important that children
learn as widely as possi-
ble, there are many coun-
tries in the world which
leave religious education
to families, given the
nuances and sensitivities
invalved in the matter as
well as the question of
interpretation and how
this 1s put across to the
child. More significant
still is the fact that almost
all teaching at schools,
except perhaps for the
most  elite, depends
entirely on rote and the
focus 1s solely on acquir-
ing high gr&dei}l forcin
parents to send their chil-
dren to tuition centres or
‘academies’, which now
exist ACTOSS DUr Country.

Children then have no
relief from the rote learn-
ing imposed on them and
this leaming means that,
as historian KK Aziz
noted in his detailed study
of Pakistani textbooks,
hlsm?l' had been deliber-
ately distorted to fit a cer-
tain narrative. Students,
for instance, have little
knowledge of the events
of 1979 when Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto was hanged in a
verdict which, according
to the confession of two
Supreme Court judges,
was given under pressure
or of other events o
immense significance to
the Pakistan of teday such
as the 1971 civil war
which tore the country
inte two parts. The reali-

education

tes of the war are never
discussed )
Critical  discussions,
arguably the pivotal point
around which education
should rotate, rarely exist
in  our classrooms.
Students do not find any
opportunities to explore
issues or facts critically,
whether in science or the
arts, and must simply go
with what their textboo
tell them. But their text-
books — even of straight-
forward subjects like
mathematics — are fre-
quently flawed; this has
been pointed out several
times by experts. What
then are we teaching to
our children and why are
we doing so? The answer
to the second question is
quite simple. We wish to
create a rigid and limited
mindset that discourages
people from thinking cre-
atively or putting forward
ideas that could help pro-
duce some momentum in
a staﬁ,nant_ society.
All this 15 a well-
known fact. We also
make limited efforts to
help young people move
into technical fields
which could benefit both
them and the country.
Vocational education s
limited and substandard.
Many promises made to
romote it have never
een honoured.
We should then be ask-
ing if people who have
not been forced through

the educational mill in
our society are in some
wiays better equi to

reason for themselves and
put forward solutions to
our many problems. OF
course, wider education is
helpful for the country as
schools  provide the
skilled workforce and

with this more investment
in the country. But given
that we have been so lax
in providing quallt{{ edu-
cation, we must ask how
our teaching methods
benefit our people. Those
who are uneducated are
perfectly aware of the
problems they face and
able to articulate their
opinions lucidly and sen-
sibly. Many protests that
are often led by those
with no formal degrees
highlight how these peo-
ple are better informed
despite having no educa-
tion training. They have
views that need to be put
forward strongly  and
debated so that we can
find solutions.

In the seven decades of
our existence, we have
found far too few answers
to the problems we face
on a daily basis. The i:no-nr
face many more problems
than the rich. The recent
floods are one example,
and only a limited num-
ber among those affected
can fu[ljy comprehend
how  plobal climate
change is so devastatingly
affecting  their lives.
There needs to be a much
better understanding of
these problems so that we
can take our people for-
ward and create real dif-
ferences in society.

At present, the
Pakistani people are not
in a position to do so
whether they are educated
or not, as a result of the
flawed and deeply biased
learming they receive. The
quality  of textbooks
offered to voung children
tells us the story of what
lies ahead. This story has
to change if education_is
to bring any real benefits
to the country

A different
democracy

he present
alarming_ silua-
tion of the
country, which
stands at the
brink of a
financial default, is a
reflection of the failure of
successive povernments
to transition from a low
value-added apncultural
economy to a strong
knowledge  economy.
This is primarily due to
massive corruption and a
failed judicial system.
Even tiny countries
such as Singapore or
Taiwan have forped far
ahead of Pakistan by
investing in education,
science and Innovation,
whereas we  remain
trapped in a weak natural
resource-based economy
with low-value textiles
comprising some 60 per
cent of our exports. The
low hanging fruits are in
the field of information
technology, agriculture,
minerals and emerging
disruptive technologies,
India has exports of
about $150 billion annu-
ally for IT products and
services whereas we have
only been able to reach
about %3 billion, Even if
we take our six-fold pop-
ulation difference into
account, these should
have been about 525 bil-
lion, This target can be
achieved if we spend a
paltry $0.5 billion on
training  our graduates
with high quality faculty
and focus on such rapidly
emerging areas such as
Antificial Intelligence and
quanium computing,
Artificial Intelligence

is evolving al a mind-
bogeling pace and before
we know 1L, lawyers, dog-
tors, and even judges will
be robets. It s predicled
that by 2030, compulers
will become more intelli-
gent than humans and
even acquire self-aware-
ness with a level of con-
sciousness. IBM  has
launched two services, an
IBM  Watson  medical
service that offers med-
ical advice to patients
and an IBM Watson |egal
service that offers lepal
advice to customers with-
in seconds. Such dismup-
tive innovations are trans-
forming the landscape of
our societies and opening
Up aMazing new opport-
nities for socio-economic

development.

Another  disruptive
technology  is that of
Massive Open Online
Courses s). | had
facilitated the use of MIT
Open  Courseware in

Pakistan in the vear 2001
when [ was the federl
1:{:1n]!l5te;' of bS}rc:lence_ and

echnology by creating a
mirror website of NﬁT
that allowed ready down-
load and access to educa-
tional materials. Some
10,000 CDs of computer
SCIENCE COUrses Were pre-
pared and distributed to
colleges and universities,
. The use of MOOCs has
since prown a million-
fold, catalvzed by the
advent of the covid pan-
demic, An integrated ver-
sion of MOOCs launched
by us at the Latif Ebrahim
Jamal Science
Information Center locat-
ed within Pakistan’s lead-

ing research center, the
International Center lor
Chemical and Biological
Sciences, is mwdé{u;lg
free access to school, col-
lege and university lec-
fures from arpund the
world, It may be accessed
through  the  websile
wiww lejdlearning . com. p
k and several thousand
Khan Academy school
level lectures translated
into Urdu have also been
recently added to it to
facilitate school level
education.

The advent of eneroy
Stora e;iystems has led to
the development of elec-
tric cars, and within a
decade, there will be
hardly any cars or buses
with combustion engines
on the road. Antha%erng
compounds have been
discovered and when

iven to old mice, they

owed the remarkable
features of changing the
body mass and making
them much vounger. It is
therefore expected that
children being born today
mav be aged 120 vears or
more because of such
fantastic advances in
medicing The field of
regenerative  medicine
continues o grow m
leaps and bounds and
stem cell technologies
promise to cure damaged
organs and may change
the manmer in which
medicing will be prac-
ticed tomarTow,
Similarly, exciting
advances in genetics an
bromarkers will alert peo-
ple before the onset of a
disease so that they can
take precautionary,

India and the South Caucasus

The South Caucasus
region {(which comprises
Georgia, Armenia and
Azerbaijan) has been
receiving the attention of
the European Union
{ELl), Russia, Turkey and
Iran, Pakistan and India
singe the disintegration of
the Soviet Linion in 1991,

Soon after the inde-

ndence of the South

aucasus siates, the
region became a theatre
of conflict because of the
dispute over MNagorno-
Karabakh between
Azerbaijan and Armenia.
Both states fought a war
at the time of their inde-
pendence, and later many
clashes erupted between
them over three decades,
The second war, known
as the 44-day war in
2020, over Nagorno-
Karabakh . made
Azerbaijan  victorious.
This war on the one
revealed the deep-rooted
ﬁ':endshu]g of Pakistan
and  Turkey with
Azerbaijan, and on the
other hand caused further
tension between India
and Pakistan.

The closeness of the
ties between Pakistan and
Azerbaijan can be gauped
from ‘the fact that
Pakistan has never recog-
nized the existence of an

independent  state  of
Armenia. Further,
Pakistan has always

raised its wvoice against
the Armenian aggression
inside ALOTNO-
Karabakh and supported
Azerbaijan’s stance since
its inception. Having
Pakistan's support on the
Karabakh conflict,
Azerbaijan has openly
backed Pakistan's posi-
tion on the Kashmir issue
for many years,

The “diplomatic and

ideological affinities of
Pakistan and Azerbaijan
over the Nagomo-
Karabakh and Kashmir
conflicts led New Delhi
lo start getting closer 1o
Yerevan, Although Baku
tried to  keep India-
Armenia relations from
‘s&p]thng _over into its
iplomatic and economic
relations with New Delhi,
India’s continuous sup-
ol o Armenia in the
second Karabakh War in

2020 revealed India’s
strong  attachment  to
Armenia. )
Tuda* the @growin
bent of India in the South
Caucasus region is dis-

cermnable as it seeks to
exent its influence there
Unequivocally, India’s
concemns are largely due
to  Azerbajjan  and
Turkey's  ties  with
Pakistan and their support
on the Kashmir issue.
Moreover, Pakistan's per-
sistent  support 1o
Azerbaijan over
Magorno-Karabakh and
its ~ admonition  of
Armenian  aggression
against Azerbaljan con-
cem India as it calculates
the increasing strength of
the Turkic states and their
relations with Pakistan,
India has been working

hard to  tap _ into
Azerbaijan’s  profitable
markets since the rise of

its oil industry. By the
ear 2020, more than 190
ndian companies were
operating in Amrtgmfjan
with about $1.2 billion
investments, greater than
that of Armenia or
Georgia; simultaneously,
India” was increasing its

military ties with
Armenia. . .
India’s backing for

Armenia could also be
because of Mew Delhi’s

strong historical relation-
ship with Moscow. Being
an ally of Russia,
Armenia always seeks
Kremlin's economic, mil-
itary and political sup-
ori, Further, the mem-
ership of the Shangha
Cooperation
Organization (SCOQ) and
Brazil, Russia, India,
China and South Africa
(BRICS) binds Russia
with India.  Thus,
Maoscow rather encour-
ages Indian-Armenian
fies,

To understand the for-
mation of the alliance, it
can be said that the 44-
day war in 2020 stream-
lined the alliance between
Azerbaijan, Pakistan and
Turkey on the one hand,
and India and Armenia on
the other. Since the closer
ties between Azerbaijan
and Turkey and Pakistan,
India has been distinctly
supporting Armenia and
extending substantial mil-
itary assistance. As per
social media and other
refiable sources, India has
agreed  to supply
Armenian armed forces
with a wide range of
weapons, Pinaka mult-
barrel rocket launchers
(MBRL}, and anti-tank
munitions, which are
worth 3250 million.
Unsurprisingly, Armenia
had already shown inter-
est in Indian military
hardware before the 2020
war. Now, it can be reck-
oned that India’s efforts
o arm Armenia are 1o
make it a deterrent force
against Pakistan,
Azerbaijan and Turkey,

_ India’is also emphasiz-
|r|tg its eccmu:lumtc and peo-

e-10- e contacts
&ith A:E:ﬁj;l?iq. The Indian
community in Armenia
consisis largely of stu-

dents pursuing education
in the country. Armenia is
fast becoming an attrac-
tive destination for Indian
students and  business
owners, India is also try-
ing 1o weaken the
strength  of  Pakistan’s
alliance by bringing the
neighbours — enia,
Georgia and Iran — into
its orbit of influence,
India has also been trying
for a long time to connect
the Chabahar Port with
Eurasia through Armenia
so that it can bypass
Pakistan easily.

The growing military

artnership between
erevan and New Delhi
would be harmful to
maintainin regional
eace and Ssecunty n
outh  Caucasus  and

South Asia. So, if India
keeps fuelling the war in
the South Caucasus
region, Azerbaijan will
not be alone qﬁm’n.
However, the war will not
remain _limited to the
South Causasus region
but will touch on the
regional security of South
Asia where the Kashmir
issue is already on the
cusp of becoming a full-
fledged conflict,

It is imperative to nole
that the Kashmir prablem
has been linked to the
guestion of war and peace
in South Asia and after
the US departure from

Afghanistan the gm&:lit—
ical landscape is being
changed and becoming

favourable for Pakistan
because of the waning
influence of India.
Moreover, India's old
ally, Russia, has also
changed its South Asian
Baticy; it now regards
akistan as an important
actor and believes that
preserving its friendship

with Islamabad will hel

it maintain its tes wit

other South and Central
Asian states. Moscow
wants good ties with
Islamabad, something
New Delhi considers an
immediate and enduring
threat. Accordingly, India
aims  to  minimize
Russia's proximity to
Pakistan, It is equally
worried over the stron

ties of Turkey an

Azerbaijan with Pakistan
Conspicucusly,
Pakistan’s staunch sup-
orters, Azerbaijan and
urkey, are a great help in
presenting  Pakistan’s
case of Indian Occupied
Kashmir on international
fora, | ; :

Having said all this,
Pakistan needs to amelio-
rate its relations with Iran
and Afghanistan to count-
er India's drive to isolate
Pakistan from reﬁginnal
states, Strengthening
defence relations wit
Azerbaijan is good but
economic  linkages are
direly needed to deepen
its ties as well as to main-
tain the status quo.

The increased volume
of trade between Pakistan
and hzea’bailian will lead
to the consolidation of the
alliance and harmony of
interests. Further, instead
of fretting over the grow-
!n% ties between India
and Armenia, Pakistan's
policymakers should start
working on the shorticom-
ings first. Suffice it to sa
that Pakistan direly needs
economig strength which
will eliminate more than
half of the problems
faced by the country.

The writer is an associ-
ate professor  of
International Relations at
the National University
of Modern

The forever
ideology

alls for
regime change
in lran, Lula’s
presidential
victory if
Brazil, the lat-
est democratic wave in
Turkey, and huge pro-
democracy  protests in
Mexico indicate the rise of
X and people’s
Browing inclination
towards liberal democracy
in today’s international
political arena. )

The number of populist
leaders around the globe
has fallen to a 20-yvear low
after a series of victories
for gfﬂgl‘ﬂsswaﬁ. The year
2023 will be equally
important for the future of
democratic  governments,
with critical elections
from Pakistan to Poland
Despite its imperfections
liberal democracy an
left-wing politics 15 mak-
ing a heroic comeback in
world politics,

Although we have seen
frightening reversals to
the progress made by lib-
eral democracies in the
past two decades, setbacks
dio not mean that this form
of governance has become
vulnerable, or less rele-
vant. One of the core
strengths of  liberal
democracy is its capacity
to fail and be exposed to
vulnerabilities and errors,
but, at the same time,
come out more resilient —
a distinct advantage not
seen in other systems
when they face setbacks.

It is fair to say that the
right-wing populist exper-
iment appears to be short-
lived In thriving, stable
democratic Setups, conser-
vative parties are fast los-
ing popularity, In the UK,

for example, the latest

voting  intention Ils
show a 30-point lead for
Labour Populist policies

and the politics of resent-
ment are not working for
right-wing conservatives
as such leaders ignore the
actual macro-economic
roblems  and  instead
punch a rigorous witch-
hunt against their oppo-
nents.

Mow that the Russia-
Ukraine war has further
exacerbated the effects of
the Covid-19 pandemic,
the world will seon slide
N0 recession. An owver-
whelming majority of
peaple have lost ther life
savings, and been forced
to brace the effects of the
rising inflation. It can be
Isa;'d thlﬂ_I_]}ED;]:J?] éa;'e no
onger living with dignity,
whl.gch 5 u.dﬂgj,-' we seegga?;.-
people across the world
are rejecting the existing
right-wing conservative
setups, which keep them
distracted from real issues
ti'lmu]gh propazanda and
anu 151 moves

rom 2018 to 2022, for-
mer prime minister Imran
Khan !‘acl,ml:;q nl'lur:h on
utting _political oppo-
Eents ind bars ins%g?d
of working towards politi-
cal and economic healing,
Similarly, in  Turkey,
President Recep Erdogan
recently used state institu-
tions to apprehend the
opposition  feader  and
mayor of Istanbul, Ekrem
Imamoglu, for nsulting
several public officials,
These lliberal moves
have now become coun-
terproductive. Mow, such
decisions lead to people
coming out in huge num-
bers to protest, and calls

for early elections have
also become a norm,

Im the past, liberal
notions inspired leaders of
saveral liberation move-
ments — from Muhammad
Ali Jinngh in Pakistan and
Kemal Ataturk in Turkey
te  Vaclav Havel in
Crechoslovakia and
Melson Mandela in Scuth
Africa.  What  further
attracted the people to fol-
low these leaders was the
clear message: liberal
democracy  distributes
power from top to bottom
and relies on the consent
of the governed.
Authoritarian or theocrat-
ic regimes do not care
about people’s opimion.

Liberal democracy is
one of the most powerful
ideclogies because it gifts
individuals the notion of
practising  [reewill —
something which is rather
invisible in other forms of
government Thriving
economies have inclusivi-
ty in their societal setups,
and they accept the most
important aspect in life:
diversity. In  contrast,
struzgling societies host
politics of hate and resent-
ment, toxicity in state
institutions and disregard
of human dignity,

Fresh ideas, Twitter
s&paces, parliamentary

ebates, fancy confer-
ences on critical issues
such as the LUN"s COP, are
simply not  enough,
Meaningful democratic
setups are those where
Frlnclples are enshrined in
law, protected by state
th;f-rltu;mns and advanced

civic participation.

Lik:maemi:lwl d&r:?gcmcy s
not a product of recent
times,
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How to get rid of a
toothache at night

ISLAMABAD: Having
a toothache at night can
make fall1|ng asleep FE1;-'nr
staying asleep very difli-
r:uﬁ. IE'ie!.h 5 to relieve
or reduce the pain range
from taking pain relief
medication to chewing on
a clove or using an extra
pillow.

However, there are a
number of remedies that

may help people find
relief and get o sleep,
ingluding  taking pain

relievers or applying a
cold compress or even
cloves to the tooth.

In this article, learn
more about nine home
remedies for relieving a
toothache at night

9 ways to treat a
toothache at night

Treating a toothache at
night may be more diffi-
cult, as there is not much
to distract a person from
the pain

owever, pecple can

try the following methods
to relieve pain: )

1. Oral pain medication

Talcmé over-the-count-
er {DTCA pain medica-
hons such as acetaming-
icn E"J'h,:nulj ar ibupro-
en (Advil) is a guick,
simple way for many
people to  effectively
reduce mild-to-moderate
toothaches, )

Always sguaay within the
recommended dosage on

the packaging.

| thggltc%nthache is
severe, it is best to see a
dentist and speak 1o them
about  stronger  pain
religvers.

Using a cold compress
may help ease the pain of
a tinl:i'lla;he. b ;i

ring a bag of ice
wra;laj[gje?i ig%a tcm%] to the
affected side of the face
or jaw helps constrict the
blood vessels in the area,
which can reduce pain to
allow a person to fall
asleep. Applyving a cold
compress to the area for
15-20 minutes every few
hours in the evening may
also help prevent pain
when going to bed INP

Textile products account for
61% of total exports in 6
months: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD,
Textile products
accounted for 61% of
Pakistan's total exports
dUTIH% the first half
{July- ecemherf of the
current fisca ear
{2022-23), WealthPK
reported

he country's total
exports were recorded at
$14.249 hillion during
the first half of the cur-

rent fiscal year, against
15125 hii’linn uring
the corresponding

months of 2021-22, wit
a decline of 5.79%, data
from Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics (PBS) shows,

According to  All
Pakistan  Textile Mills
Association (APTMA).
textile exports dropped
to $8.73 Ei]liﬁn during
July-December FY¥2
from 3938 billion dur-
in{-}g the same months of
FY22.

Provisional data of the
Ministry of Commerce
shows ‘that exports of
textile products includ-
ing bedwear, men’s
suits, cotton yarm, woven
fabrics of cotton and T-
shirts, and pullovers cap-
tured most of the shares,

With a decline of
13.6%, exports of bed
linen, table linen, toilet
linen, and kitchen linen
were  registered  at
%£1.530 billion during
July-December  FY2
compared o 1.771 bil-

R fr];-

lion during the same
months of T
Exports of men’s suits
were recorded at 51,486
billion during  the
months under review
against %1.494 billion
during the corresponding

period of last fiscal year,
registering &  slight
decline.

_ Exports of woven fab-
rics of cotton rose by
10.67% to $398.77 mil-
lion  during  July-
December FY23 from
%3603 million during
the correspondin

months of the last fisca
year, Exports of jerseys,
pullovers, cardigans,
waistcoats and similar
articles were recorded at
%489 85 million during
the period under review
compared to $495.74
million during the corre-

sponding  months  of
F]?Yﬂ, with a slight
decline of 1.18%,

A marginal growth of
I.18%% was also recorded
in the exports of T-shirts,
singlet and other vests.
Exports of T-shirts rose
to 3330 million durin
the first six months o
2022-23 from 5324 mil-
lion during the same
months of

Exports of cotton yam
dropped by 37% to $379
million  during  July-
December from $602
million during the corre-
sponding months of last

going toward home for domestic use.

International Steels net

fiscal year _
Apart from textile
products, rice expuorts

also declined by 13%
during the months under
review and export vol-
ume was recorded at
$928 4 million against
$1.068 billion during the
same period of 2021-22,
Palastan achieved jts
highest ever textile
exports of 319329 hil-
lion during the last fiscal
year, However, the tex-
tile sector couldn’t sus-
tain the trend of positive
growth and exports start-
ed to decline during
October this year after
recording single digit
growth during the first
three months  (July
August, September) o
2002-23, Textile exports
ed by 15%, 18%
5% during October,
November _ and
December, respectively.
During calendar wvear
2022, textile exports
rew by 7.49% to $18.65
illion from $17.35 hil-
lion  during 2021,
APTMA said. Textile
exports recorded posi-
tive growth during the
first mine months of
2022, but dipped during
the last three months.

According to Textiles
and Apparel Policy
2020-25, textile exports
target for the current
year has been set at 525
billion. INP

dro

profit down by 41% in
1QFY23: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD: Intern
ational Steels Limited’s
revenue from sales
decreased by 29% and
stood at Rs 6.3 billion in
the first quarter of the
ongoing Financial Year
2022-2 (1QFY23)
compared to Rs8.9 bil-
lion in the correspon-
ding period of the previ-
ous fiscal.

Domestic sales vol-
ume shrunk as the econ-
omy remained subdued
A5 A consequence ol
stringent fiscal meas-
ures adopted by the
higher authorities and
further exacerbated by
challenges posed by the
aftermath of catastroph-
ic floods as well as
political instability.
Hence, the gross profit
also decreased by 26%
to Rs888 million in

10FY23 from Rsl. 19
billion recorded in
1QFY22.

The company posted a
net profit of Rs. 1.03
billion in 10QFY23
against Rs1.76 billion
over the corres nuding
period of FY22, 41%
down year-of-year,
reports WealthPE.

Performance in 2021-
22

Durin§ the Fiscal
Year 2021-22, the com-
pany’s gross sales went
up to Rs37.85 billion
from Rs28 9 billion in
FY 21, posting a massive
increase of 31% wyear-
of-year

The gross profit for
FY22 stood at Rs 4.67
billion, 17% up from
Rs3.97 billion in FY21.

The profit afler tax
for the vear went down

by 7% to Rs2.1 billien
from Rs2.3 billion in
FY2l, reports
WealthPE

Earnings Per Share

The EPS of the com-
pany showed a positive
growth during recent
vears. In FY 20, the EPS
dropped to Rs5.26, from
Rz11.94 in FY129 The
EPS then increased to
Rz17.55 in FY21 and
again  decreased to
Rs16.35 in FY22

About the company

International
Industries Limited was
incorporated in Pakistan
in 1948, The company is
engaged in the manufac-
turing and marketing of
galvanized steel pipes,
precision  steel  tubes,
APl line pipes, and
polymer pipes & fit-
tings. INP
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Member National Assembly Azhar Qayyum calls on Prime

Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif.

Citi Pharma rakes in
79% net profit in
1QFY23: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD: Citi Pharma
Limited's revenue from sales
increased by 37% and stood at
Rs3 1hillion in the first quarter
of the ongoing Financial Year
2022-23 ([QFY23) compared 10
Rs1.99 billion in the cormespon-
dLTg period of the previous fis-
ca

The gross profit increased by
25% 1o Rs37T0 million in
1QFY23 from Rs296 million
recorded in 1QFY22

The com an‘i,r Eest@d. a net
profit of Rs1458 million in
IQFY23 from a profit of Rs&1
million over the comesponding
period of FY22, showing a posi-
tive growth of 79%% year-on-year
although a 130-million-nipee
exchange loss was brought on

Electricity completely restored across
Pakistan: Khurram Dastgir

ISLAMABAD:  Minister
for Energy Khurram Dastgir

has said the electricity has
completely been restored after
yvesterday's breakdown.

Addressing a news conference
in Islamabad on Tuesday, he
said the country's 1112 gnid
stations stand restored and
there is none which iz not
energized.

The Minister for Energy
commended the efforts under-
took by the National
Transmission and Dispatch
Company, Power Division and
WAPDA for restoring the
ower supply. Federal
finister also suspected a for-
eign hand in the massive
country-wide power break-
down

by the Pakistani rupee’s ongoing
depreciation, reports WealthPK.
erformance in 2021-22
During the Fiscal Year 2021-
22, the company’s gross sales

went up to Rs®7 billion from
Rs5 & Wllion in FY21, posting a
massive increase of 69% year-

on-yedr.
The pross profit for FY22
stood at Rs1.3 billion, 73% up
from Rs780 million in FY21,
The profit after tax for the
year wenl upgy B1% to Rs035.8
million from Bs351.7 million in
FY¥21, reports WealthPE.
Eamings Per Share .
The EPS showed a positive
%rowth during the recent vears.
n FY20, the EPS increased to
Bs31.87 from HRs6.18 in FY19

Khurram  Dastgir  said
despite the extensive hreak-
down, there were some areas
in the federal capital and
Peshawar where the electricity
remained available all the
time. Similarly, there was no
disruption in power in the
flood hit areaz of Sindh and
Balochistan.

The Minister for Energy
said the exact reason of the
technical challenge that was
experienced in the North and
South transmission line at
7.30 am vesterday has yet not
been determined, Khurram
Dastgir said that the nuclear
%ower plants in Karachi and

hashma would require forty
eight to seventy two hours to
come 1o the system and that

Mobile phone
industry to get boost
under CPEC: Murtaza

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Industry and
Production, Makhdoom Murtaza Mahmud on Tuesday
gaid that the mobile phone manufactunng industry
would flourish more under the second :
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). He said that the
country was passing through a hard time, but it was

hase of China

ay,January,25,2023

The EPS then decreased to
Rs3.64 in FY21 and Rs28 in
F¥22,

About the company
. Citi Pharma Limited was
imcorporated as a private limited
company in Pakistan under the
repealed Companies Ordinance,
1984 on October 08, 2012, The
pm}mfal activity of the compa-
nz is the manufacture and sale of
pharmaceuticals, medical chem-
icals, and botanical products.

Performance in 2021-22

During the Fiscal Year 2021-
22, the company’s gross sales
went up to Rs9.7 billion from
Rs5.8 bullion in FY21, posting a
massive increase of 69% year-
on-vear. The gross profit for
FY212 stood at Rs1.3.INP

process has been started.

He said the coal J:yower
plants are also required forty
eight hours. Sahiwal and
Engro Thar coal units have
been synchronized and soon
they will start producing elec-
tricity. He said there will
some shortage of electricity in
the next forty eight hours.
Therefore, there will be a lim-
ited load shedding but the
industrial sector will be
exempted from it.

The Minister for Energy
said that the transmission sys-
tem remained sale from this
disturbance in system. He also
emphatically stated there is no
shortage of fuel and it is avail-
able in suﬂicicpt uantity to
produce electricity. INP

OGRA rejects
speculations
about diesel,

petrol shortage

ISLAMABAD: 0Oil and Gas
Regulatory Authority (OGRA) on
'I'uesdag strongly rejected specula—
tions about the shortage of diesel
and g:el;_-o[ in the cmn!?-

hufficient stocks of petrol and
diesel are available across the

country,” OGRA Spokesman
lmraﬂ%hamavi c]aﬁﬁe:fin a press
statement.

He said the country had suffi-
cient petrol and diesel stocks for
meeting the needs of 18 and 37
days respectively, ;

“Furthermore, ships carrying
101,000MT [Metric Ton] petrol is
at berthfouter anchorage,” the
spokesman added.

Imran Ghzanavi said the local
refineries were playing their due
role in meeting the demand for
petroleum products TNP

Zardari
challenges Park
Lane reference

under new

NAB law

LAHORE:The former president
and PPP Co-Chairman Asif Ali
Zardari on Tuesday challenged the
Park Lane reference under the new
Amendments in the NAB law,

As per details, the petitioner
filed by the former president states
that the case is not in the jurisdic-
tion of the accountability court
after the amendment in NAB laws.

The court should either send the
reference back to NAB or acquit it,
the petitioner told the courl. )

PPP co-chairman Asif Zardar
has already got relief from AC in
Thaita Waler Supply and RsB bil-
lion transaction references.

Earlier, the accountability sent
back the Thatta water supply refer-
ence against former president Asif

Ali Xardann to  the MNational
Accountability Bureau INP
ECP mulls over

preparations for Punjab
and KP elections

ISLAMABAD: The Election
Commission  of Pakistan  on
Tuesday considered over prepara-
tions for Punjab, KP assemblies’
elections and by elections.

The session chaired by Chief
Election Commissioner Sikandar
Sultan Raja, was briefed that the
election commission has complet-
ed preparations for electoral mate-
rial, polling stations and voter lists.

The session was informed that
the electoral body was prepared to
hold elections in Punjab and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.IN

everyone's responsibility, including ;inlir.icians, the pri-
vate sector and stakeholders to work together, adding
that mobile manufacturing was a new industry, there-
fore, they were f'amr!fl, difficulties. He was addressing a
summit titled “Mobile Device Manufacturing” or%m-
ised by the Engineering Development Board (EDB)
and Pakistan Mobile Phone Manufacturing Association
(PMPMA). Mahmud said that by improving the mobile
industry, the country’s needs could be fulfilled from
domestic production. He said that the devaluation of the
rupee had reduced labour costs and added that the
export could be increased by enhancing mobile manu-
facturing He said that Pakistan will come out of these
situations in the short term, but “we have to make a
long-term policy” Meanwhile, Secretary, M'mls'[r)l:u of
Industry and Production Imdadullah Bosal highlighted
that in 2020, a policy was launched to increase the pro-
duction and half the journey had been completed while
half was left INP

Lahore student
bullying: DC
recommends to suspend
school’s registration

LAHORE: The district commissioner Lahore
on Tuesday recommended :‘.uspendmg the regis-
tration of the school where three girls allegedly
bullied and beat another girl.

The FIR stated that the accused drug addict
Jannat tortured the victim with her sister Kainat,
Umaima, and Moor Rehman and later stole the
daughter’s gold chain as well.

As per detail. the inquiry officer recommended
suspending the registration of the school where
this incident took place.

Along with the suspension, the school should
also be charged Rs 0.6 million as a penalty,

The inquiry officer of Lahore p{:-r:ict also rec-
ommended rusticating the accused girls from
school. : .

The CEO of Education Lahore sent the inguiry
report to DC Lahore afier compiling all the
details. The DC Lahore will decide to erther sus-
pend the registration of the school or not tomor-
row !

KARACHI The
election commissioner
(EC) Sindh stated that
the election of Karachi
mayor is likely to take
two to three months as
the commission is still
compiling the final
results of the Sindh
local government (LG)

polls,

While talking to a
news channe EC
Sindh Ejaz  Anwar
Chauhan said that the
compilation process of
the Sindh LG polls is
completed up to 80%.
He added that the final
party position will be

completed by toda

Hnle:I said ‘ that d the
artf' position will be
inalised after remov-
ing the flaws and the
recounting of seats,
Chauhan said that the
commission held polls
on 235 out of 246
union councils (UCs),
The provincial elec-
tion commission said
that the new schedule
for the elections on the
remaining UCs will be
announced soon, He
said that the elections
for the mayor and
deputy mayor will be
held after the comple-

Karachi Mayor’s eleci?on likely
to take 3 months: EC Sindh

tion of the quorum, He
said that the Karachi
mayor's election
would take two to three
months

The second phase of
local government elec-
tions in Sindh was
originally  scheduled
for JU]?' 24, 2022, but
was delaved thrice due
to floods, and later due
to the unavailability of
security  officials to
perform election duty,
However, the Election
Commission did not
accede to the Sindh
government’s request
to further delay the

election on the pretext  well, particularly when
of change in the num- the political parties are
ber of union councils preparing for General
in Karachi and Etcctiuns that are con-
Hyderabad Divisions stitutionally due by
that required fresh October 11, 20237 the
delimitation, report stated,

The Commission’s he FAFEN regret-
refusal led to the polls™  ted that many of these

boycott by the controversies stem
Muttahida Qaumi  from weaknesses in the
Movement Pakistan legislative framework
(MOMP), which that governs elections,

expressed dissatisfac-  “which need to be rec-

tion over the quality of tified through wide-
electoral  rolls  and ranging negotiations
delimitation. among all political
“Controversies over actors coming together
the quality of electoral for electoral

processes do not augur  reforms” INP

Eaa— -

ISLAMABAD: World Bank feam for Pakistan called on Chairman
National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) Lieutenant General
Inam Haider Malik in his office,

Failed state-run companies
should be sold to save
Rs600b: Mian Zahid

KARACHI: Chairman
of Mational Business
Grqu Pakistan,
President Pakistan
Businessmen and

Intellectuals Forum, and
All Karachi Industrial
Alliance, and former
provincial minister Mian
Zahid Hussain has said
that the government is
taking tough decisions as
its political death there-
fore it is important to pro-
vide confidence to the
government in this diffi-
cult time.

In a statement issued
here on Tuesday, he said
that an annual loss of six
hundred billion rupees
can be avoided by selling
failed government institu-

tions. ) ]

_ Mian Zahid Hussain
said that there is a severe
shortage of capital in the
country, but despite this,
billions of rupees are
being wasted on failed
government Companes,

If these failed entities
cannot be sold immedi-
ately, it is possible to
avoid the loss of hun-
dreds of billions of rupees
by shutting them down,
he added.

_ The business leader
said that strict decisions
regarding the theft of
electricity and gas and
line losses have become
inevitable for national
security.

The experiment of pro-
viding cheap goods to the
public through urility
stores has also failed and
is causing disrepute for
the govermnmment therefore
poor should be given
direct subsidy, he added.

The reason for control-
ling the value of the dol-
lar is that currently the
dollar is being sold al
three  different  rates
through the inter-bank,
open market, and refer-
ence, due to which

exports and remittances
are likely to decrease by 8
to 10 billion dellars this
Vear .
Mian Zahid Hussain
noted that stopping
imports will reduce the
current account deficit,
but it is likely to reduce
the FBR's revenue by
Rs600 to Rs800 billion
therefore a mini-budget
will serve no purpose
except for cornering the
masses. :
Delays in the imple-
mentation of IMF-recom-
mended decisions are
widening payments and
ineome imbalances,
Unemployment 18
increasing and the suffer-
ing of the people is
increasing, he noted. Ina
statement issued here on
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Tuesday, he said that an
annual foss of six hun-
dred billion rupees can be
avorded by selling fmled
govermment institutions.

_ Mian Zahid Hussain
said that there is a severe
shortage of capital in the
couniry, but despite this,
billions of rupees are
being wasted on failed
sovemnmment compames,

If these failed entities
cannot be sold immedi-
ately, it is possible to
avold the loss of hun-
gredshnfblllmﬂns of rl:llipaes

v shutting them down,
he added. .

_ The business leader
said that strict decisions
regarding the theft of
electricity and mas and
ling losses have become
inevitable.iNP
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Minister briefed on performance of ANF for 2022

RAWALPINDL: Minister Narcotics Control Nawbeada Shazain Bugti visited Anti Narcotics Control (ANF)
Headguarter during which he was briefed abowt the performance of the authority for the year 2022

Earlier upon his amval, the federal minister was received by Director General ANF Major General Muhammad
Aneeq Ur Rehman Malik, HI(M). Secretary Ministry_of Marcotics Control, Ms. Humaira Ahmed was also pres-
ent at the occasion along with notable ministerial staft, : )

Chief of Stalf ANF, Brigadier Riffat Ali Khan presented comprehensive review of ANF Performance for the
Year 2022, Performance appraisal e:lmmgasg;a_d efforts undertaken in Drug Supply Reduction, Drug Demand
Reduction, International Cooperation and Training domains. ) ]

Total drug seizures by Inter Agency Task Force (IATF) in 2022 summed up to 2272 metric tons, out of which
ANF seizures were 116.2 metric tons, with ANF share amounting to 51.1% of complete IATF Seizures,

By accounts of drugs make and l.‘)'ge, ANF seizures of plant based drugs were 79986 metne tons (68.95% of
seized d.l'ugs‘;, synthetic drugs were 3 582 metric tons (3.08%), Chemical Precursors were 25695 metric tons
{22.11%s) and other substances 6.9 metric tons (3.8%4). ) )

Drug Traffickers used different modes; ?amst which ANF seizures through land based operations were
111,328 metric tons, seizures at seaports added up to 3.312 metnc tons and airports were 428 KGs. Seizures

 Three hundred and twenty four individuals were arrested in ANF's operations at airports 1o foel drag traffick-
ing attempts to other Countries, out of total arrests (1308) made during the vear

595 dmﬁ_tr_afﬁckers were convicted in various trials bnnging conviction rate to remarkable 87%.

1810 individuals received treatment at Model Addiction Treatment and Rehabilitation Centers (MATRCs) at
Karachi, Islamabad, Sukkur and Hyderabad Mimster Narcotics Control Nawabzada Shazain Bugh commussioned
ANF Vigilance Squads (AVS); a swift, smart and service onented modern proactive mobile patrolling unit, for
operations aimed at countering drug prevalence around educational institlutions, community centers and public
transport terminals in urban areas. AVS in first phase shall operate in Islamabad, Rawalﬁjndl, Lahore and
Karachi.Earlier upon his armival, the federal minister was received by Director General ANF Major General
Muhammad Aneeq Ur Rehman Malik, HI{M). Secretary Ministry of Narcotics Control, Ms, Humaira Ahmed was
also present at the occasion along with notable mimisterial staff. Chief of Staff ANF, Brigadier Riffat Ali Khan
presented comprehensive review of ANF Performance for the Year 2022, Performance appraisal encompassed
efforts undertaken in Drug Supply Reduction, Drug Demand Reduction, International Cu:uu_}}erauon_ and Trainin
domains Total drug seizures by Inter Apency Task Force (IATF) in 2022 summed UF to 227.2 metric tons, out
which ANF seizures were 116.2 metric tons, with ANF share amounting to 31.1% of complete IATF Seizures By
accounts of drugs make and t{pc, ANF seizures of plant based drugs were 79,986 metric tons (68.95% of seized
de“}}lsyn{hth drugs were 3 382 metric tons (3.08%), Chemical Precursors were 25 693 metric tons (22 11%)
and other substances 6.9 metno tons (5 8% NP

Pakistani scientists develop
sensor to detect CO in
environment: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD: A sensor developed by Pakistani sci- ¢ them contained nanoclusiers as sensing materials.
entisis to detect carbon monoxide in the environment  *“The nanocluster is a crystalline material with an atom-
can prove helpful for different sectors and people asso-  ically precise structure on a scale of 0-2 nanometres
ciated with different fields, WealthPK reports. Often considered kinetically stable intermediates, th

The device can be used in parking, coal mining, form due to synthesising substantially larger materials
homes, factories and many other places to ensure the  like clusters of zinc oxide (Zn0),” she added :
safety of human life. A team of the National University Dr Fouzia said that nanostruciured materials provid-
of Sciences and Technology {NUSTg. after scientific  ed a large surface-to-volume ratio and could be adjust-
experimentation, incorporated a flexible sensing mate-  ed or adapted according to the requirements of the
rial with a smart sensing device to detect carbon  machine. “These materials also have unigue properties
monoxide in the environment . like high sensitivity and fast response time. They can

The “Nano Sensor” for the detection of carbon  be used repeatedly and have gained much atiention in
menoxide can prove helpful in environmental monitor-  Nano sr:nmndg techinology as compared to other materi-
ing, the automative industry, indoor air quality control,  als.” she added s
ﬁmenhousc monitoring and hospitals for the safety of Exptmmn% superiorty of the Nano Sensor devel-

uman health, : . oped by the NUST team over traditional sensors, she

Carbon monoxide (CO) is a highly dangerous gas  said that nanoclusters of Zn0O were nanoparticles of
with a detnmental environmental impact. The detec- Zn0 with diameters less than 100 nanometres that
tion and control of carbon monoxide in residential and  were used in the prototype. ;
industrial areas are vital to avoid its catastrophic effects “The surface area of these catalysts is large as com-

against drug: trafficking attempts Throu%‘h parcels at mailing offices were 1.147 metnic tons
Duting this time, 30 Internationally
international partners.

“oordinated Intelligence Operations were conducted in assistance with

Head constable
killed over petty
dispute

RAWALPINDI: Body of head con-
stable of police allegédly killed by
neighbour over Eﬂly ispute was
recovered from Shah Khahd Colony
of Rawalpindi on Tuesday :

Police said that Muhammad Zahid
was shot dead by his neighbourer Mir
Afzal for throwing water outside his
house and culprit had escaped the
SCene, . ]

The body was shifted to hospital for
postmortem and police was conduct-
|n% raids to arrest the culpnt.
_In MNasirabad police station jurisdic-
tion, accused Aamir shot injured his
brother in-law Adnan for returning the
maotorcycle at pledged time. A case
was registered against the culprit,

Gujar Khan Police registered a case
against accused Wagas who tortured
his mother and sister and expelled
them cut of home INP

Business community
apologized over
power outage
caused losses

ISLAMABAD: The government
has apologized from the business
community over prolonged power out-
age of January 23, which caused bil-
lions of rupees losses to industrial and
commercial sector and government
exchequer as well.

Minister of the State for Petroleum
Musadik Malik in interaction with
President Federation of Pakistan
Chambers of Commerce and Industry
(FPCCT) Irfan Igbal Sheikh said that
due to sudden trip in electricity, a cri-
sis emerged in the entire system and
authorities concerned  continued
efforts till the power supply was
restored.

The state minister said that we have
made a progress towards resolving the
problems mu twally and he will soon
visit FPCCI for a meeting. Efforts will
also be made to increase the continuity
uf'dlalul_‘guc, he added, )

Speaking on the occasion, [rfan
Igbal Sheikh said that not only the
activities of the industrial, commercial
and service sectors were completely
affected by the recent power crisis, but
they also Taced large-scale losses and
production and productivity, due to the
shutdown, we have lost around 400
billion rupees and this estimate needs
to be loocked at further )

The FPCCI President further said
that this loss is in these circumstances,
while daily industry and trade are see-
ing themselves forced concerning
huge losses and cannot afford any
more. He further said that FPCCI
should be taken into confidence for
the correctness of the country's econo-
my and consultation with the FPCCI
should be ensured while mak:nﬁ gov-
ernment economic decisions and poli-
cies [INP

Two killed as
truck overturns

in Kohistan

_KOHISTAN: Two people were

killed when a goods laden truck tumed
turtle here on Tuesday, police.
_ According to details, a truck carry-
ing goods trom Rawalpindi to Gilgit
overturned in  Bandha area of
Kohistan :

Two people  including  Syed
Muhammad s'o Shah Gee Alam and
Masir Khan s'o Gul Muhammad hail-
ing from Shahpur district Shangla
were killed on the spot in the accident.

The police and rescue teams shifted
the bodies to District Headguarter
Hospital Pattan. INP

‘Anti-PTI officers’
being deployed in
Punjab: Parvez Elahi

LAHORE: Former Punjab Chief
Minister Chaudhry Parvez Elahi
expressed on Tuesday his exaspera-
tion, saying the officers who had the
reputation of standing against the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insal’ (PTIT) were
being deployed. Parvez Elahi met with
former Punjab Assembly speaker
Sibtain Khan to discuss political
issues and changes in the Punjab
bureaucracy dunng the caretaker
regime. Mr Elahi slammed the Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP),
claiming that it failed INP

ISLAMABAD Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif chairs Federal Cabinet Meeting .

Need to focus on
export targeted
components to earn
foreign exchange: Minister

ISLAMABAD: . Federal
Minister for Industries and
Production, Syed  Murtaza

Mehmood has stressed for local-
ization of parts of mobile phone
cheap labour productivity and
export targeted components to
earn foreign exchange for the
coumtry, . .

Add}rmssmg a mobile devsice
manufacturing summit held here
at local hotel 'on Tuesday, he said
we have immense potential, which
needed to be maximized for devel-
opment of the country,

Murtaza Mehmood said that we
are all responsible for the situation
being faced today, Long term poli-
cies can help to come out it, he
added. _

The minister urged the mobile
device manufacturing sector to
benefit from this summit by
enhancing competitiveness of the
mobile phone devices and the

allied equipment like laptops and
tablets, targeting export of mobile
phones.

The attached department of the
ministry of industries and produc-
tron,  engineenng  development
board organized the summit in
collaboration  with  Pakistan
mobile phone manufacturers asso-
ciation. All stakeholders including
mobile device manufacturers,
government officials from rele-
vant ministries and acadermia con-
trbuted their input to boost local
assembly of the mobile devices
through enhancing investment and
employment opportunities i this
sector, ) )

About 31 mobile devices manu-
facturing companies displayed
their technology and products
mc:]u_c[m&i_ Xiaomi,  Realmi,
Infinix, Tecno, ltel, Alcatel, G-
Five, Code
etc. INP
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Students our asset and
future of the country:
Governor Punjab

LAHORE: Governor Punjab
Muhammad Balighur Rehman has
zaid that students are our asset and
fut;ru :i-{f' the country S 3

3 ing as Cl uest dur-
'mg_pﬁa n%nuaispcf re:eg show at
Mational Colleze of Arts (NCA)
Lahore on Tuesday, he smd that
the art education given in NCA
was in accordance with interna-
tiomal standards in every way He
said that educated vouth with a
positive mindset weare the asset of
the country, adding that with posi-
tive thinking, we can create a
beautiful Pakistan.

Balighur Rehman said that
coming toa prestigious institution
like WCA was a unique experi-
ence, He said that after seeing the
students' projects in the degree
show, he was more convinced that
talent and cream'na' are at their
peak here. He said that as a chan-
cellor, he was trying hard to
improve higher education.

e added that consorfia have

been formed in seven important
fields in the universities. On this
occasion, Governor Punjab along
with Vice-Chancellor Prof. Dr
Murtaza Jafar and senior faculty
members also visited the degree
show and appreciated the dis-
played projects of students.

Later, while talking to the
media, in response to a question
regarding announcing the date of
Punjab ~ Assembly  elections,
Balighur Rehman said that adher-
ence to the constitution and law is
his priority. The constitutional

rocess is ongoing. He said that so
ar nothing has been done against
the constitution neither will be
done. In the future, all matters will
be handled according to the con-
stitution  and law Meanwhile,
Governor  Punjab  Muhammad
Balighur Rehman strongly con-
demned the desecration of the
Holy ?uran in Sweden, saying: "1
strng%g condemn_the despicable
act esecration. NP

THC seeks ECP’s
record for scrutiny
of PML-N &
PPP funding

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad
High Court (IHC) on Tuesday
sought a complete record from the
Election Commission of Pakistan
ECP) regarding scrutiny of the
unding of Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-M)
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)

Chief Justice Aamer Faroog
heard the petition filed _II:_:?'
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf’s (PTI)
leader Farukh Habib seeking early
scrutiny of the two parties.

The petitioner’s lawyer, Aima
Anwar Khan, stated that the court
had sought the record from the
ECP duﬂ%t_he last hearing,

The ECP's Director General

and

Law praved the court to grant

more time for the purpose as the
Commission was engaged in the
election matters. y

The chief justice questioned
what the engagements of ECP
were as it was not even holding
local government elections in the
Federal Capital, ’

The DG Law replied that the
ECP was making preparations for
LG polls in the Capital, while
three MNational Assembly seats
from Islamabad had also been
vacated,

The court then adjourned the
case till February 7. instructing
the DG Law to come up with the
complete record of the two parties
funding on that date INP

on human health.

Dr Fouzia Perveen, an associate professor i the
tment selgnces  at I
Interdisciplinary Engineering and Sciences at NUST,
told WealthPK that conventional CO sensors were
expensive. “Metal oxide semiconductors with wide
band gaps are commonly used for CO sensing, so their
sensitivity is low. Therefore, 1t 1s imperative to deter-
mine the best materials and technologies to detect and
control this toxic gas,” she added

She said that the computational prototype developed

department  of

Caretaker
Punjab c¢m
decides new
postings:
Sources
LAHORE: Caretaker
Punjab Chief Minister

CM) Mohsin Raza Nagvi
as decided 1o replace

officers  serving  in
province’s important
positions.

According to details,
the Caretaker Punjab CM
issued instructions  to
Chief Secretary Punjab,
directing _the ~latter’ to
change officers serving in
province’s important
positions. :

Media reports said that
Mohsin Nagvi also issued

instructions = to  the
Inspector  Gieneral of
Police (IGP) in this
T ;

&giah pointments  and

transters will be done in
the light of Election
Commission's  guide-
lines”™, the caretaker CM
said. It is pertinent to men-
tion here that the caretak-
er Punjab CM removed
CGhulam Mahmood Dogar
from the post of Lahore

Capital Ci% Police
Officer {CE’Pf} and as
CoOnvener o Toint

Investigation Team (JIT},
constituted to investigate
the attack on Pakistan

Tehreek-e-Insaf PTI1
Chairman Imran
Khan.INP

Education for
all’, an integral
component of
PPP’s manifesto:
Asif Zardari

ISLAMABAD
President Pakistan
Peoples Party
Parliamentarians (PPPF)
Asif Ali Zardan Tuesday
said that “education for
all' was an integral com-
ponent of the party’s man-
ifesto.

In a message on the

International ~Day of
Education,  he ~ said
Shaheed Zulfikar Al

Bhutto established educa-
tional msttutions all over
the country.
He said  Shaheed
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto
had advised students to
explore knowledge in the
realm of compufer tech-
nology. _
“Through the Benazir
Income Support Program,
a Waseela-e-Taleem edu-
cation program for the
poor was initiated. The
aim of the BISP education
prozram is to educate the
children of citizens with a
low income,” he said
Asif Zardari said that
education and knowledge
were vital to eradicate
E;nnrance in the society.
ducation was the main
step to end the sense of
class and cultural INP

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi chairing a follow-up meeting on mental health at

Alwan-e-Sadr.

ared to their size. They have a high catalyhic activity

the School of

she said.

evel. Nanoclusters have gained much attention due to
their favourable morphology and electrical properties,”

_Dr Fouzia said that semiconductor compounds
like Zn0 were parficularly important due to their
high excitation binding energy of 60 MeV (one mil-
lion electron volts). She ] i
effective in the synthesis that enabled its applica-
tions in photodetectors, transistors and environmen-
tal Nano Sensors. INP

¢ added that Zn0 was cost-

Cabinet directs
strategy to prevent
recurrence of power outages

ISLAMABAD: The Federal Cabinet
ordered the authorities concemed for
formulation of a comprehensive strate-
vy to prevent the recurrence of pro-
GHCF&E[ power outages in the future and
to do away with the factors causing it.

The cabinet, in a meeting chaired by
Prime Minister, Shehbaz Sharif, also
approved a nationwide public aware-
ness drive on conservation of power,
water, zas and other resources to make
the peaple develop such habits, _

The meeting also called for inclusion
of the subject of best international prac-
tices on energy conservation in the edu-
cational curriculum. )

[t was told that energy conservation
efforts at public, prnivate, domestic and
commercial level would help reduce

the import bill of I:Emat;1:n[v.=:|.11'n products
remarkably during

which had increase

last seven years, ]

Besides, the behavioral changes
would also save billions of rupees of
foreign exchange and reduce the elec-
tricity bills of individuals by 30 to 40
percent.

The cabinet meeting was told that
committee formed by the prime minis-
ter in the power outage had started
functioning which would furnish a
comprehensive report after deliberating
over all the factors, )

The energy minister told the meeting
that, as per initial r%por:, the power
5uppby tripped at 0734 hours on
Monday, due to technical fault, voltage
fluctuation and frequency disruption,

It was told that as per prime minis-
ter's directives, all-out resources were
used and power suzpzpiv was restored in
all main cities by 2200 hours, INP

BISP beneficiaries can
receive cash on 24/7 basis

ISLAMABAD, In pursuance of the
directions of Chief Justice Lahore High
Court, Benazir Income Support
Programme (BISP) has taken up the
matter of the unavailability of biomet-
ric ATM cash withdrawals to BISP ben-
eficiaries with HBL.

As per directions, it has been ensured
that all 149 HBEL ATMs in the Multan
region are biometric-enabled and oper-

ational 24-hour basis to provide cash
withdrawal facility to BISP beneficiar-
ies

Besides, a massive crackdown

apainst the delinguent mafia, who are
found involved in malpractices and ille-
al deductions from BISP beneficianes
rough ATMs and POS agents, has
been laken, in order W ensure transpar-
ent dishursement of BISP funds among
beneficiaries, said a news release,
The Director General BISP Punjab,
Zonal Director of South and other offi-
cials are personally paying field visits
to monitor the smooth distnbution of
BI5P funds under the directions of the
Court.
As per rtecent report from BISP

Punjab dashboard till date, the Punjab
Region has blocked 312 POS agents on
account of established embezzlement
complaints, wherein 30 FIRs have been
lodged in [ocal police stations and 01
case has been referred to FIA Cyber
Crime Circle Lahore, while 19 POS
agents have been put behind bars.

The Director General BISP Punjab,
Arshad Liagat Chaudhary urged the
BISP beneficiaries to recerve their full
amounts from HBL ATMs through bio-
metne venfication

Furthermore, in case of any com-
plaints, they must visit the nearest BISP
office for complaint lodging and imme-
diate redressal, :

The DG Punjab further added that
stern legal action would be taken
against  anyone who was found
involved in malpractices.

He also added that an exclusive con-
trol room has been established for BISP
beneficiaries where their complaints
and queries will be addressed on
WhatsApp number Punjab 0325-
5365520 or BISP Zonal Office com-
plaint cell number 06 1-INP

Punjab, KP elections
likely to be delayed till
new census results

ISLAMABAD: The election of
Punjab and KP assemblies likely to be
delayed after fresh population census,
quoting SOUrces.

According to sources, the government
mulling over delaving elections of the
two provincial legislatures till results of
the new housing and population census
compiled, _ : :

The new population census will begin
on February st and will continue till
March 31, sources said. “The results of
new census will be released in Apnl,”
according to sources, ;

Sources said that the government wall
refer the issue of postponing elections io
the court, sources claimed. _

Federal Minister for Planning and
Development Ahsan Iagbal had recently
said that general elechions in Pakistan
are only possible after the population
census and consequent delimitation of
the consttuencies. —

“Imran Khan himself had decided in

the meeting of the Council of Common
Interests (CCI) in Apnl 2021, that the
new elections would be held only after
new population census,” [qbal said.

He said that the census results would
be published by Apnl 30, followin
which the Election Commission o
Pakistan (ECP) will start the delimita-
tion exercise which will take up to four
months to be completed. )

Sources said that the government will
refer the issue of postponing elections to
the court, sources claimed. )

Federal Minister for Planning and
Development Ahsan Igbal had recently
said that general elections in Pakistan
are only possible after the population
census and consequent delimitation of
the constituencies."Tmran Khan himseli
had decided in the meeting of the
Council of Common Interests (CCIL) in
Aprl 2021, that the new elections would
be held only after new population cen-
sus,” Ighal said INP




