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Fawad on 14-day
judicial remand

PM vows to implement
NAP with ‘full force’

following Peshawar carnage

Peshawar bleeds: Suicide bombing |Passengers bus

claims 39 lives, 157 llljlll‘Ed

MNews Desk

Twin  suicide bombings
claimed 59 lives at the Police
Lines Peshawar on Monday
Police sources said two suicide
bombers blew themselves up
inside a mosque in the police
line. The attack left 150
injured. The injured were
rushed to Lady Reading’s
Hospital for medical treatment

An emergency
was imposed
in the hospital

An emergency was imposed 58
in the hospital to rovide med- &
ical treatment to the injured by
the blasts that rocked the
E’eshawar police lines area.

peaking to the media, Capital
flt} Police. Officer (CCPO)
Peshawar Muhammad ljaz
Khan said that the roof of the
mosque collapsed afler (he
blast. A number of jawans are
still stuck under the rubble and
rescuers are trying to pull them
QL.

“The smell of
explosives has
been detected
but it is too early to
say anything
substantial,” he said.

Khan said between 300 to
400 police officials were pres-
ent in the area at the time of the
blast. "It is apparent that a secu-
rity lapse occurred,” the CCPO
told the media. He added that
the bodies and injured persons
have been moved to the LRH.

added Security sources said
that a suicide bomber present in

Foreign Minmister Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari on Monday urged a diplomatic
resolution to the Ukraine conflict, high-
lighting the consequential “economic
impact” Pakistan and other developing
countries were facing due to the ongaing
WA,

Foreign ministers

discuss relations
and "issues of

mutu al interest",

He was addressing a joint press con-
ference with his Russian counterpart
Sergey Lavrov' during  his visit to
Moscow, Bilawal reached Russia over

the weekend for a two-day official visit

“We have a firm belief that all con-
flicts can be resolved peacefully and

there are no obstacles which diplomacy
cannot surmount. Ukraine conflict is no

EXCEPHGH

¢ the front portion of the

Deve]aping countries like
Pakistan are facing negalive conse-

first row of the Police Lines
Mosgue in Peshawar blew him-
selfas soon as the prayers start-
It was learnt that
more than 2510
people were
present in the

tragedy: FIR

registered

against bus

owners

From Qur Correspondent

mosque to offer

‘Zohar’ prayers

when the blast
took place

As a result of explosion,

mosque caved in killing
. several and leaving dozens
otheérs injured.

Rescuse teams rushed the
scene soon after getting the
mformation and started res-
cue activities

Most of the bodies and
mjured were shilted to Lady
Reading Hospital Peshawar

Several among  the
wounded people succumbed
to their wounds in hospital
taking death toll to 34, As | lives in
many as 161 people were
stated to be under treatment
at hospitals of which 34
were stated to be in critical
condition and 1t was feared
further against
Following the bombing,

ment declared an emergency

asked all medical personnel
| to Temain on duty. Law .
enforcement agencies cor- trict.
doned off the attack site and
started an imtial investiga-
10013555

Bllawal ugs ‘dlpldmatlc resolution’ to Ukraine war
in meeting w1th Russian counterpart

quences of the cunﬂut in terms of eoo-
nomic impact,
said.

Cooperation between
two to continue
in various
Sfields: Russian FM

Bilawal expressed hope that the
“strong tradition of diplomacy of Russia
would help achieve the peacéful resolu-
tion of the conflict”

He said Pakistan considered Russia an
important player in West, South, and
Central Asia, adding that the country

the foreign minister

W would keep up high-level contact with

the Russian Federation.
Apprising media of the meeting, FM
Bilawal said their “friendly” and

Police registered a first information report
(FIR) against the owners of the passengers
bus, which fell into a ravine and claimed 41

Balochistan’s Lasbela district.

The case was lodged on behalf of police
against the two bus owners.

Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir Quddus
Bizenjo had taken a notice of the incident
that death toll could rise (and directed the police to lodge a case

the bus company owners for their

negligence. The driver of the bus Saleem
the provincial health depart- | Shah also died in the deadly accident

! N Initial investigation suggests that the driv-
m district Peshawar and | o o fhe hus lost the control and the bus fell

into a ravine near Bela area of Lasbela dis-

_ “Government has taken a notice and this
incident would be properly Ipmbu.d Chief
Secretary Balochistan Aziz L

qaili said.

“detailed” discussion encompassed all
aspects of bilateral relations and region-
al matters. )
He shed light on how both countries
were celebrating the 75th anniversary of
bilateral diplomatic relations and that
Pakistan desired to ql:eni:[then its coopera-
tion with Russia in the felds of trade, secu-
rity, defence, counter-terrorism, education,
and people-to-people contacts Bilawal
spoke about the summit-level meetin
between Prime Minister Shehbaz Shan
and Russian President Viadimir Putin in
Samarkand as well as the Bth Inter-
Government  Commission  held  in
Islarnabad which focused on trade, econo-
my, and energy cooperation.”'We also dis-
cussed bilateral cooperation at multilateral
fora mc[udmg__ the United Mations and
bhanbhm Cooperation Chrganisation
(5CON,” he said, “Pakistan an{l Russm had
good cooperation on Afghanistan and
wanled to achieve common Web Desk

PPP serves legal notice to Imran over ‘fabricated,
scandalous’ murder allegatmn against Zardari

The PPP on Monday served a
legal notice on PTl Chairman
[mran Khan and demanded an
“unconditional apology™ for “fabri-
cated and scandalous remarks”
allegation that PPP co-chairperson
Asit Ali Zardar was plotting his
murder

Last week, former prime minister
Imran Khan, who is recovering at .
his Lahore residence following a sddress to party [epreqenw{“eq
sun attack on him near Wazirabad wherein, au::cun:lmuto the notice, he
ast vear, had accused Zardan of reportedly said: “Asil Fardan bas
hem% al'[ of a \,nmpllacw o Tget p.a"j_ his mnu]'ﬂ_'nn money toa ter-

X ., Torist organisation being supported

He had alleged that after “two™ by facilitators of a powerfu fPF state
failed attempis on his life, the four agency te launch another attack on
people — who he has previously me.
claimed to have hatched a conspir- It said the “basaless accusalions
acy 1o kill him along with the  of malicious and defamatory nature
PPP leader, have now PFEPHI'EE' a4 you have tried to defame our client

“Plan C” to eliminate him '113|i-31mlh,- as well as inmternational-

The legal notice a copy of |y

which is available with Dawn com

Moreover, it added, that “through

— referred to Imran’s Jan 27 video  your defamatory, libelous, scan-

Islamabad court sends Fawad on 14-day judicial remand

An Tslamabad district and sessions court on Monday sent PTT leades
Fawad Chaudhry on a 14-day judicial remand in a case over alleged incite-
ment of violerice against & constitutional {nstitution — the Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP),

The former federal minister was taken into custody on January 25 after
a first information report (FIR) against him was registered at Islamabad’s
Kohsar police station on a complaint by ECP Secretary Limar Hameed for
allecedly threatening the ECP members and their families in a speech.

Fawad was produced in the court today upon expiry of a second two-day
|:|]1'~'5|cai remand gﬁven to the police.

Following the hearing today, Judicial Magistrate Waqas Ahmed Raja
sent Fawad 1o jail on a judicial remand, rejecting the prosecution’s plea of
extending his physical remand for a third time.

Faisal %haudhr}', Advocate Babar Awan, and Ali Bukhan were present
in the courtroom as Fawad’s legal counsels. ECP's lawver Saad Hassan,
State Prosecutor Adnan All, Investigation Officer (10) Muhammad Alr and
PTI leader Al Mawaz were also in attendance.

Fawad was brought to the courtroom later in the afiernoon aller the
case’s hearing had been postponed Il 3pm as the police cited road block-
ages in the capital as the reason for failing to present the PTT leader at
11:30am as onginally scheduled

While the state prosecutor asked for the extension of the PTI leader’s

hysical remand — saying it still needed to obtain Fawad's “cell phone,
aptop and other devices” — the ECP lawyer did not ask for the same

dalous remarks and allegations of
serious nature you have tried o cre- d
ate a link berween our client and || £19¢

terronst organisations blindly dis- Pesh_.?war_
regarding the fact that our client | Minister !
and his party has remained the vic- | Shanif said he would

tim of terrorsm” ensure "the

The notice, served through the | MNational Plan
PPP's legal counsel Faroog H [ (NAP) is im rernent_ed
Naek, said former prime minister [ In full force” and with

Benazir Bhutto, the wife of the | complete comprehen-

complainant, was also assassinated J S1veness.

PM Sharif visited the

statements vou have stated that our | Lady Reading Hospital
1 RH) Monday

by terronsts “Furthermore in your

client, through corruption money, is | (L

hatching a fresh plan to allegedly § evening
assassinate you despite the fact that | about the Imju
our client has languished in prison | deadly blast that took
for almost eight years in false, fab- Elau& al the mosque of

lalik Saad

cases including cormption cases | Police

ricated, trumped up and concocted

and not one of which was proved Zuhr

Fulluwmg rh:, sul-

Prime
Shehbaz

inguire
red in the

Shaheed
during
prayers whic
zainst him and he was acquitted in || also claimed at least 59
those cases honorably,” the J lives.
|1ulil;:4.: reads Web Desk The

r-."-'iu

in

—
received by

Army
Chief General

Asim

wards and met the

injured .
was PM Shehbaz directed

the hospital adminis-
tration to provide the
Munir and then took best medical facilities
rounds of different to-all the injured. rse  In Lerrorism  in

He was accompanied
by Mimister for
Drefence

PM vows to implement NAP with “‘full
force’ following Peshawar carnage

Muhammad Asif
Interior Minister Rana
Sanaullah  Khan and
Minister for
Information and
Broadcasting
Marrivum Aurangzeb.

& representative of
the Lady Reading
Hospital, where 15
injured  people  were
brought  after  the
attack. said the death
toll in the explosion
has reached 59

In Peshawar, the
Corps Commander
Peshawar briefed the
PM on the factors and
motivations behind the

Peshawar The premier
was shown the CCTV

kKhwaja  footage Web Desk

When the hearing resumed at 3pm, the judge asked the state prosecutor

- to produce Fawad as per the time decided. Upon the lapse of the said time,

decision,

accepted the plea.

wants to please. |
obtain."Web Desk

At one point, Adnan requested the court to extend Fawad's |:|]1¥'s'tca]
remand. Upon this, the judge asked Adnan about the “importance o
ducting a photogrammetric test” in the present case.

The | prosecutor responded, “The purpose of a photogrammetric test is to
identify one’s actual personality.” rg-n
to Fawad's electronic gadyets,

Howewver, Hassan — the ECP lawyer — did not request an extension in
the physical remand. He clanfied, t
Chaudhry's photogrammetric test, which has been performed.”™

Meanwhile, Awan, while presenting his arguments on Fawad's behalf,
said, “The prosesution has made a joke out of Fawad Chaudhry’s case,
Fawad is sull standing by his statement.”

Addressing the prosecution, he said, *1 don™t know who the prosecution
don’t know which laptop the prosecution wanis to

Awian said a contempl case was warranted for failure 1o oblige with the

The judge warned the state prosecutor of issuing a notice to the senior
superintendent of police and the inspector peneral if the delay continued,
Shortly after, the police reached court along
Faisal requested to have his client’s handcuffs taken off, and the court

with Fawad, upon which

COn=

her md he still required access

“We only had to conduct Fawad
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Balochistan needs
inclusive development

Balochistan, the country’s resource-rich province is lagging behind

all other provinces in terms of key
tion, health, sanitation, clean drinkin
dicious distribution of development

ical commitments are the underlying reasons

the province,

nds euu%l

social indicators including educa-

water etc. Mismanagement. inju-
ed with a lack of polit-
ehind backwardness of

Track record shows, successive governments have always launched

politically motivated developm ot
supporters, Constituency, individual and politica

ent schemes to

i}]uasc their influential

schemes always dom-

inated the Public Sector Development Program (PSDP) in every year's
financial budget. Nexus among the Chief Minister’s Secretariat, the

Planning Devel

constituencies of other lawmakers.
Opposition’s constituencies were ignored :
Opposition lawmakers constituencies remained I-l{%mmd during last

three-years of former chief minister, Jam Kamal

ment and Finance Department continue to deprive the

ﬂ'l'l’ﬁ EDVCI‘I’IITIBI'H.

Despite agitation in and outside the assembly, the opposition lawmak-
ers were not able to force government to allocate funds for their con-

stituencies.

This is irony of fate that the mandate of the lawmakers is to frame
laws since the assemblies are called legislative assemblies. But legisla-
tors are least bothered about the legislation rather they take keen inter-

est in construction of roads, buildings etc. That's why

provincial gov-

ernments prefer not to hold local bodies elections rather decentraliza-
tion of development projects,
Development deficit of Balochistan is likely to be Rs, 100b
Balochistan government announced to have allocated Rs. 172 bs for
the PSDP during the financial year 2021-22. However, currently the
government has more than Rs. 40bs as per the statement of ruling

party’s

Spokesman Sardar Abdul Rehman Khetran. The province has

already spent Rs. 40bs and it has more than 40bs for the remaining year.
It means the deficit is close to Rs, 100bs.

Chief Minister

introduce a strict financial

uddus Bizenjo needs to put his house in order and
licy to ensure completion of development

projects. The government should ensure inclusive development and end

the practice of exclusive development so that this backward

TOVINGE

could come at par with other parts of the country. Action should match

words now.
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Gender budgeting- a tool for
gender removing inequalities

Zl

) 1

Article 25 of the
Constitution of  the
Islamic Republic of
Pakistan says that there
will be no discrimina-
tion among the citizens
on the basis of sex. It
means that the rights of
men and women shall
be equal. Gender equal-
ity 15 4 basic fundamen-
tal right in any self-
respecting society. Do
ground realities  sub-
stantiate this assertion?
Are there even playing
grounds for

both genders? If not,
why it 15 s0? And how
can gender mainstream-
ing be achieved?

iender Responsive,
Gender Sensitive and
Gender Aware budget-

in

grhere are many poli-
cy options to reduce this
imbalance bul budget is
imsortanr._ as_a policy
and planning instrument

for governments that
can be used for reaching

the Igﬂal of Gender
Equality. Gender
Responsive,  Gender

Sensitive and Gender
Aware budgeting in a
country, region, or a
province can  ¢reate
enabling environment to
bring equality? The fun-
damental objective of
gender budgeting refers
to refining budget and
related policies with a
view to fj‘ommmg gen-
der equality as an inte-
gral part of human
rights., Gender budget-
ing makes the gender-
specific effects of budg-
ets visible and raises
awareness about their
frequently implicit
dimensions of discrimi-
nation against wormen.
Gender impacts  of
budgets and policies
Gender  budgeting
thus identifies the gen-
der-specific  implica-
tions of public finance —
which is usually pre-
sented as gender-neutral
and, in particular eco-
nomic policies. Gender
budgeting is therefore
regarded as a core strat-
egy for raising aware-
ness and understanding
of gender issues and the
gender impacts of budg-
ets and policies. When

we talk in the context of
Balochistan, the first
uestion that strikes us
that, ‘Is there any study
ever conducted to find
out the Gender Gaps?
Did we undertake any
post  or re-budget
assessment of the annu-
al budget on different
segments of the society,
especially women, who
form almost  50%
(48 76%, to be specif-
iclof our national popu-
lation? In Balochistan,
this ratio

is 4747%, If our
budget is not Gender
Sensitive, almost half
the I}npu!atinn is left
out. In our set up wom-
enempowerment starts
and ends with the provi-
sion of Sewing
Machines, the opening
of embroidery centers,
or the holding of few
cultural shows, It means
a gender-based assess-
ment of budgets, incor-
porating a gender per-
spective at all levels of
the budgetary process,
and restructuring rev-
enues and expenditures
is required in order 1o
promote gender equali-
P-. As mentioned above
emale population in
Balochistan 15 47 4%
and their needs are

completely ignored at

all levels and they are
hardly involved in the

bud]ge’gar}' Emcess.‘.ﬁ.n
analysis of PSDPs since
2013-14 nll 2020-21

sho:w;]thut there was nI::-t
a single project in the
Years IJ} le 14 st
2014-15, as if women
did not. Exist or they
wete not worthy of any
consideration. Then
from 2015-16 to 2019-
20, there were one to
three projects and the
total outlay ranged from
12% to . 22%_ 1t shows
how much priority that
47 49% of the popula-
tion gets in  the
province. Although the
world over women is
not categorized as a vul-
nerable group.

In Balochistan, they
are not only vulnerable
but also marginalized
But the treatment they
get in Pakistan, espe-
cially in Balochistan,
they are not only wul-
nerable but also margin-
alized in the real sense
of the world. A UN
Report on Women said
that compared to men,
women have 26% fewer
chances of employment,
and around 75% of the
women labor force
works in unregulated
sector of the economy.
Why they are consid-

Mehfooz Ali Khan

ered vulnerable because
they are

solely dependent on
male counterparts both
at home as well as at the
work lace.
Surprisingﬂ' there are
no separate Rest
Rooms(Washrooms) for
ladies in Secretariat and
directorates. For the
entire female popula-
tion, there 15 only one
female park in Smugli
Road and they have no
recreational  facilities
whatsoever.

Women development
department manned by
male officers

There is a women's
Development
Department, maost]
manned by male offi-
cers and workers, who
are supposed to work
for the welfare of
female workers. They
lack the capacity to for-
mulate and implement
Eians‘ for female uplift.
“onditions outside the
capital city are simply
deplorable, Economic
Development will
remain an unrealized
dream unless the gov-
ernment takes concrete

steps through gender
budgeting for Gender

mainstreaming and
using this untapped
potential.

Another constitutional farce?

If those who claim
direct access to the pow-
ers that be are to be
believed, the country is
set for another boul of
‘wise men’ deciding that
the constitution the
country stands in the way
of what they see as the
national interest.

Several chiryas are
chirping away about the
plan to get the courts to
suspend the constitutional
requirement to hold elec-
tions within 20 days of
the dissolution of an
assembly. The caretaker
setups in  Punjab and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa are
to continue, so they say,
with the electorate denied
its constitutional right 1o
elect a representative
government. An econom-
1c mess 15 to be wmed
into  a constitutional
farce. Yet again.

This is a loop we have

been through several
times, Each generation
seems to throw up a

bunch of powerful indi-
viduals, and  sund
cheerleaders, with severa
lawyers, economists and
journalists at the fore-
front, convinced — with-
out evidence - of their
wisdom and ability 1o
steer the nation o glory
only if they were to be
freed of legal and consti-
tutional restraints. While
glory has remained elu-
sive, what we have is an
abandoned people whose
voice  was  muffled
through the decades but
never entirely silenced.
Why the “courts have
colluded remains a mys-
tery to this writer. At what
point in_life and at what
station is the desire for
‘advancement’ satiated
and fear of the unknown

overcome? Former CJ
Masim Hasan Shah’'s
memoirs provide evi-
dence of a hovenng fear
during the Bhutto Case
that resulted in the
deposed prime minister’s
execution by judicial ver-
dict, but no elaboration.
As the Asghar Khan
case ended in  the
Supreme Court in 2012,
sixteen hesilanlt years
after it was filed by my
client the air marshal, the
court admonished former
COAS Aslam Beg and
former DG IST  Asad
Durrani for having violat-
ed their solemn oaths not
to interfere in the political
process and of havin
impeded the working of
the constitution by aclmg
to create a favoured an
backed group of political
hopefuls in the general
elections of 1990.
During the hearing 1
was asked by the chief
justice_to read out aloud
an_ affidavit filed h{ a
retired brigadier who had
served in the MI in 1990
and had distributed funds
at the behest of General
Durrani. The affidavit,
consistent with the aver-
ments made earlier by
General . Durrani,
declared that it was his
view and of those higher
than him that Benazir
Bhutto had become a
national security threat
and her re-election could
not be allowed. Hence the
operation to plunder a
nationalized bank in
order to distribute funds
to create a political bloc
against the Mohtarma, As
the court rose, one of the
disgraced men mumbled
under his breath, within
my ear shot, *I would do
it again a hundred times.’

More than a decade
later, the judgment in the
Asghar ~ Khan  Case
remains  an  impotent
relic. Pleas that action be
taken against the delin-
uents in accordance with
the judgment of the high-

est court of the land
remain unheard.
;mpumt?f has  bred
inevitable contempt for
the constitutional
process, .

In  his  assiduously
researched book “The

Destruction of Pakistans
Democracy’, Allen
McGrath recreates the
scene that accompanied
the dissolution of the first
Constituent Assembly on
October 24, 1954 — three
days dhe!‘ore the ﬁFa1}11y
il upon text of the
dunstjtut?gn that was
drafted over seven torfu-
aus years was to be tabled
and approved, The high
command had gathered

around the ailing and
nearly incapacitated gov-
ernof  general  Ghulam

Muhammad. The hapless
prime minister Bogra was
summoned to the gover-
nor general’s residence.
He was told of the fate of
the assembly and ordered
to_carry on as the prime
minister  till  further
orders, )

_The next moming the
liberal commentariat was
cheerful. The Pakistan
Times, then supposed]
the last refuge of the |
liberals, heralded with
satisfaction the new
order. Soon the One Unit
was created through an
order of the governor
general. The evisceration
of provincial identities in
West Pakistan to ‘bal-
ance’ the numerical supe-
riority of East Pakistan

was embraced by most as
an act of sunning consti-
tutional brilliance. Even
the East Pakistani icon
Hussain Shaheed
Subrawardy, who was o
soon become yet another
py&:pm prime  minister,
di not demur.
Meanwhile, the Baloch
leadership more than
protested. An insurgency
was kindled in unseen
hills far from the centres
of power.
olvi Tamizuddin, the
speaker of the demised
assembly, was pretty
much on his own when he
it_{]proached the Sindh
igh Court to lodge his
efition.  The  Wes
Pakistani political and
intellectual  elite  was
firmly aligned behind the

new ‘ground reality’.
Malvi Tamizuddin's
counsel, the ftireless

English advocate of lost
causes Pitt, who had rep-
resented Mandela, had to
enter the country in dis-
guise in order 1o avoid
orders for his deportation
on armmval, Maolvi
Tamizuddin's short-lived
wc:tmg before the high
court bench headed by C]
Constantine  was ~ to
become merely the con-
textual back drop to the
now lamented — then
hailed — judgment of the
federal court headed b
CJ Munir, Comelius
dissenting, that stamped
judicial “approval over
what was wrought in a
murky room,

In the decade that fol-
lowed, with a martial law
Eppmw:d by the Supreme

-ourt as a successful rev-
olution, much constitu-
tional tinkering was done.
The 1962 constitution
given by the martial law

administrator to his sub-
jects was originally with-
out a fundamental rights
chapter and denied uni-
versal adult suffrage. The
Bzopm at large could not
trusted. The leading
legal minds of the day
who were the hired
scribes of the text, some
of our most venerated
names, wrote arficles say-
ing that Tslam did not rec-
ognize fundamental
rights. The poet Jalib
gave voice to the le's
muffled disgust. Even the
eneral had to buckle and
undamental rights were
added at least to the text
of the constitution, The
lesson that should have
been learnt was not: no
general is omnipotent,

In his memoirs of a
remarkable and long life
‘Between Dreams and
Realities’, Sartaj Aziz
Sahib recalls the enthusi-
asm in the planning divi-
sion in Islamabad where

he worked as part of a
team of world class econ-
omists led b Dir

Mahbubul Hag through
the Ayub era’s Decade of
Development. They
thought they were putting
Pakistan on the path o
sustained development. Tt
is clear that the constitu-
tional farce r1:»]&{‘;:::! on the
g@qple an ohtarma
atima Jinnah was of no
concern  to the tech-
nocrats hard at work in
their silo. Sartaj Sahib
writes that when it all
blew up in their faces, as
the muffl VOICES
became louder all across
the two wings of the
country, they were rather
taken aback. Little had
they realized that the
cn-unt?' was  heading
towards.

A focal point

krainian
President
Volodymyr

Zelenskyy has
sought to
rove that Ukrainian
orces still have the

capability 1o hold back
the Russian advance, and
made a surprise visit to
Bakhmut on December
20.0n January 9, 2023,
Zelenskyy declared that
the defense of the nearby
city of Soledar had led to
the gamn of “additional
time and power for
Ukraine™  But  the
Ukrainian armed forces
have had to divert “sig-
nificant reinforcements™
to the battle from other
parts of the country since
January, according to
Britain’s Ministry  of
Defense, And  despite
heavy Russian casual-
ties, high Ukrainan
casualties have also
become a concern for
Kyiv, Western and
Ukrainian officials have
often downplayed the
strategic importance of
Bakhmut, depicting it as
a sinkhole for Russian
forces that may resull in
a “Pyrrhic wvictory.”
MNonetheless, the phrase
“hold  Bakhmut™ has
become a Lkrainian ral-
bying CTY, and
elenszkyy s vigit
demonstrated the grow-
|r;g symbolic importance
of controlling the city.
Bakhmut, however,
does possess  some
strategic  value. Few
major seftlements exist
to its west until the
Dnieper River, and the
flatter and open terrain
would make Ukrainian
attempts to reinforce
from this direction wvul-

nerable to Russian sur-
veillance and firepower,
Ukraine also has rela-
tively poor road infra-
structure, and Bakhmut
serves as a critical junc-
ture of transport and
communication lines for
Ukrmiman forces in the
region, including strate-
ﬁic supply lines to the
ikrainian-controlled
settlements of Siversk,
Lyman, Slovvansk, and
Kramatorsk,

For Russia, seizing
Bakhmut would allow it
to disrupt these supply
lines, as well as take
pressure off the battle
over Russia-controlled
Kremmina, which
Ukrainian forces have
been fighting to recover,
Bakhmut 15 therefore key
to Russian attempts to
consolidate and stabilize
the Donbas, where
Russia has fought since
2014 and initially made
rains in 2022, before the
Ikrainian counteroffen-
sive in September.

Taking or destroyving
key industrial centers in
the Donbas region will
also reduce Ukraine’s
industrial output, leading
o its economy sullering
further Bakhmut  stands
out as the only major
area where Russian
forces are on the offen-
sive, but the frontline has
been relatively stable up

until  recently. et
throughout January
2023, Russian forces

have moved to the city's
flank and r_nad];} mcre&u;}.-
mg gains n the nearby
mH\;.rrF of Soledar. After
woeks of fighting, the
Kremlin  stated that
Soledar had been cap-
tured on January 13, this

was later confirmed by
the TInstitute for the
Study of War and
Ukrainian armed forces,

Russian forces have
enjoyed an advaniage
over Ukrainian forces in
artillery numbers, and an
early transition to a
wartime economy by the
Kremlin  has  further
helped sustain months of
refentless artillery strikes
by  1t.  Monetheless,
Russia has turned to
countries like Morth
Korea in recent months
to obtain more artillery,
and s artillery fire has
decreased in recent days,
according to US and
Ukrainian officials,

But Ukraine's more
limited artillery capabili-
ties have also recently
been threatened Despile
pleas for more 155-mil-
limeter artillery rounds,
Western manufacturers
have strupggled to supply
an adequate quantity and
ramp up production.
This has torced the US to
ask South Korea for
artillery and Washington

also secured hundreds of
thousands of 155mm
artillery  shells  for

Ukraine from i1z stock-
iles  in [srael.
leanwhile, according to

US defense officials, “A

third of the roughly 350

Western-made howitzers

donated to Kyiv are out

of action at any given
time. " Western countries
have now been focusing
on  delivering more
advanced weapons to

Ukraine, such as missile

defense svstems, tanks,

and armored vehicles,

Recent pledges by the

UK and Canada to sup-

ply Ukraine.

Global energy

Mot since World War
[l has the threat to glob-
al energy security been
as severe as it is foday,

Russia’s brutal inva-
sion of Ukraine and the
consequent  geo-eco-
nomic war between the
Kremlin and the West
disrupted global gas
markets at a scale
unprecedented in recent
history. The Kremlin's
use of its power over
energy markets as lever-
age — and Europe's
efforts to wean itself off
of Russian natural gas
and avoid a massive
shortage this winter -
are [riggering price
hikes and reroutin
flows around the world.

No one is left unaf-
fected, even those who
thought they had pre-
pared for every eventu-
ality. For example,
Pakistan, which had
secured several long-
term natural gas import
contracts to iNCrease its
energy  security  in
recent years, has seen
partners break those
deals to send their gas to
new clients offering to
Ea}' moie. The coflers of
oth the developed and
developing world are
b e i n g
drained Meanwhile, the
Kremlin is using the
global energy cnsis it
created to sustain its
economy in the face of
severe international
sanctions. Moreover, |l
15 weaponising Europe’s
dependency on Russian
natural "%as to try and
break Western resist-
ance to its ambitions in
Ukraine. Earlier  this
week, Moscow tried to
tighten its squeeze on

Europe further, saying it
plans to reduce gas sup-
lies through the Nord
tream 1 pipeline to
Germany (o just 20 per-
cent capacity. In
response. European
Union energy ministers
swiftly announced an
agreement for the bloc's
members to  gut gas
usage by 15 percent this
winter.This was an
attempt by Europe to
show it would not give
in to Russian pressure
and abandon Ukraine in
order to fill up its_gas
reserves. Such conflict-
driven demand reduc-
tion, however, means
that an already likely
recession 1s now all but
%‘uaranteed. Following
iazprom's latest cuts,
anaEFsts already predict
the EU will not be able
to reach its own target
of refilling gas storage
to 80 percent capacity
by winter. Now that
curgpe made it clear
that 1t is finally — and
perhaps much belatedly
— ready to take the st?ps
to cut its need for
Russian gas at any cost,
the Kremlin will do
everything it can to
inflict maximum pain
on Europe in the short
term, while the depend-
ENncy remains

A recent German poll
found that at the
moment, 58 percent of
the population is sup-
porting _sanctions
againsi Russia despite
potential negative
impacts for Germany.
Russian President
Vladimir Putin is work-
ing to bring that number
down — down to the
point that it becomes

untenable for
Germany's leaders to
push for policies to sup-
port Ukraine and help
the West win its con-
fromtation with Russia.
The waining of public
support for the sanc-
tions regime in the face
of economic difficulties
is an equally significant
risk for other European
ZOVernments.

Europe's leaders are
now facing the her-
culean task of simulta-
neously helping their
industries survive on a
reduced energy supply,
supporting lkraine’s
war effort and maintain-
ing public support for
the sanctions regime
amid a cost-of-living
crisis Ea.rge!{ manufac-
tured by HRussia that
seems to have no real
end in sight.

Energy is perhaps the
most ~  consequential
front in the ongoing

eo-economic  battle

etween Russia and the

West, and thus Europe
needs to strengthen 1ts
hand there first,

After moving 1o
address the demand side
of the eguation, now it
needs to address the
supply side of the prob-
lem to be able to shore
up its economy 1o the
furthest extent Eq&slbla,
and insulate public sup-
port for Kyiv and the
sanctions — regime
against Russia, .

There are some obvi-
ous steps that European

overnments can take —

ut have been reluctant
to in fear of domestic
backlash - to resolve
the supHy issue swiftly.
The MNetherlands, for

security

example, can pump bil-
lions of cubic metres of
extra natural Zas across
Europe by increasing
roduction  at _ the
roningen lgas field.
BE\FI'_dEFI_]‘LF ¥, howev-
er, it is still planning to
take the entire operafion
offling next year over
the risk_of minor earth-
guakes in the surround-
ing area and some push-
back from environmen-
talists. Germany can
also increase its future
capacity to supply ener-
%:;' simply by extending
the lifespan of its
nuclear power plants
that are meant o come
offline at the end of the
yvear. The governing
coalition said it is now
considering this option,
but the Greens — includ-
ing Foreign Minister
Annalena Baerbock —
continue to resist the
move. The party's
stance on this issue is
somewhat understand-
able - after _ all,
Germany’s Green Party
was in large part borne
out of Germany’s Cold
War-era  anti-nuclear
m o vy g ment .
Nevertheless, by block-
ing a relatively straight-
forward and  low-risk
solution to a major
problem  facing ihe
nation, it risks failing
the test of being a
responsible government
Farmer at a time of war,
ess than a vear after its
best-gver election
result Beyond increas-
ing their own produc-
tion capacity by any
means possible,
European natons
should of course also
work on forming new

partnerships with sup-
pliers  outside their
region. The global zas
crisis and its impacts are
by no means limited to
Europe. It is therefore
imperative that Europe
seeks to bring together
the international com-
munity to coordinate
global supply.

When the world last
faced such a major ener-
gy crisis, the Allies had
significant control over
the world’s oil supplies
British Petroleum and
its predecessors, and the
forefathers of the mod-
ern United States energy
majors, controlled most
of the Middle East’s
petroleum at the dawn
of World War I Britain

established the
Petroleum Warfare
Department _and  the

Petroleum  Board -
which brought together
all allied energy firms,
including US ones even
before Pearl Harbor
brought the US into the
conflict directly — to
coordinate supplies for
the war Today, owner-
ship of global energy
supplies 15 far more
diversified. And while
the US has pledged to
use its role as a ligue-
fied natural gas (LNG)
exporier 1o supporl
Europe, a fire this June
at its flagship liquefica-
tion plant in Freeport,
Texas has seen export
capacity fall by some 17
percent. Thus address-
ing global gas shortages
will require a coming
mgdether of key public
and private players from
across the world to
develop a strategy for
this winter.

Inequality and
hunger

eginning  on
Ma:? 24,3 the
W oo v 1 d
Economic
Forum iz gath-
) ering i Davos,
Switzerland for an in-per-
son meeling, discussin
the global tax system an
financial inclusion,
Thanks to protests and
new research, however,
participants will not be
able to avoid the elephant
in the room: the surzing
mequality of wealth dur-
ing the pandemic
As  the Institute for
Policy Studies (IPS) and
Inequality. org have docu-
mented over the last two
years of a global pandem-
1¢, billionaire assets hawve
surped while maillions lost
their lives and livelihoods.
A mnew report from
Oxfam dramatizes how
hundreds of millions of
Eaﬂpte around the world
ave shid further into
poverty during this time
period. In a detailed
examinagtion of the food
and agriculture industry,
Orcfam found that billion-
gires in that industry saw
their wealth increase by
%382 billion during the
pandemic. An emergency
windfall tax on their
wealth increase alone (to
say nothing of their pre-
pandemic billions) could
end world hunger and
double the incomes of 545
million small-scale farm-
BT5,
Im January, an analysis
by the Fight Inequality
Alliance, Institute for
Policy Studies, Oxfam,
and the Patriotic
Millionaires found that an
annuzal wealth tax starting
at just 2 percent for those

with more than 5 million,
3 percent for those with
over £30 million, and up
to 5 percent for billion-
aires  could penerate
upwards of $2. 52 tnllion a

ear. That's enough to fift
2.3 billion people out of
poverty, fund vaccines for
everyone in the world, and
deliver universal health-
care and social protections
for all the citizens of low-
and lower-middle-income
countries.

A group of over 150
millionaires released a
strong statement calling
on Davos attendees to face
the dangers of runaway
wealth inequality and
speak out in favor of
national efforts to levy
progressive income and
wealth taxes on the ultra-
wealthy. “The truth is that
‘Davos’ doesn’t deserve
the world's trust right
now,” the statement reads,
“For all the countless
hours spent mlking about
making the world a better
place, the conference has
produced little tangible
value amidst a torrent of
self-congratulations,”

“Tinti participants
acknowledge the simple,
effective solution staring
them in the face — taxing
the rich - the people of the
world will continue to see
their so-called dedication
to fixing the world's prob-
lems as little more than a
performance.”

The letter is signed b
actor and activist Mark
Ruffalo, as well as sup-

rtars of the In Tax We

rust movement including
Abigail uanev, Morris
Pearl, and Nick Hanauer,
These millionaires deliv-
ered the In Tax We Trust

letter directly to the World
Economic Forfum offices
in New York and Geneva,
and attended pro-taxation
demonstrations at the out-
skirts of the elite com-
pound in Davos itself
As the Institute for
Policy Studies (IPS) and
[nequality.org have docu-
mented over the last two
vears of a global pandem-
ic, billionaire assets have
surged while millions lost
their lives and livelihoods,
A new report from
Oxfam dramatizes how
hundreds of millions of
ple around the world
ave slid further into
poverty during this time
period. In a detailed
examination of the food
and apgriculture industry,
Oxfam found that billion-
aires in that industry saw
their wealth increase by
£382 billion during the
pandemic. An emergency
windfall tax on their
wealth ncrease alone (to
say nothing of their pre-
pandemic hillions) could
end world hunger and
double the incomes of 345
million small-scale farm-
er5.
In January, an analysis
by the Fight Inequality
Alliance, Institute for
Policy Studies, Oxfam,
and the Patriotic
Millionaires found that an
annual wealth tax starting
at just 2 percent for those
with more than 55 million,
3 percent for those with
over 550 million, and up
to 5 percent for bilhon-
aires could penerate
upwards of $2.52 trillion a
ear. That's enough to lift
3 billion people out of
poverty, fund vaccines for
everyone in the world.
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Chairman and members
of Senate condemn
Peshawar suicide attack

ISLAMABAD:
Chairman Senate,
Muhammad Sadig
Sanjrani and other mem-
bers of the Upper House
have stmnﬁly condemned
the suicide attack in
Peshawar police lines
mosgue.

In a joint condemna-
tion statement on
Monday they praved for
the elevation of the ranks
of the martyrs and for the
speedy recovery of the
injured

The Chairman and
other Senators said that

the terrorists will never
succeed in their nefarious
designs. The determina-
tion of government, secu-
rity agencies, people and
Parliament against terror-
ism is unwavering. Such
barbaric terrorist attacks
cannot shake our resolve
for a peaceful Pakistan.
They said that termor-
1sts were trying to sabo-
tage the development
process  in Pakistan
through these sabotage
activities, but Pakistani
MNation was determined to
root out this scourge of

terrorism.

Deputy Chairman
Senate, Senator Mirza
Muhammad Afridi,

Leader of the House in
Senate, Senator [Ishaq
Dar and Leader of the
Opposition in  Senate,
Senator  Dr.  Shahzad
Waseem strongly con-
demned the bliast in
Police Lines mosgue.
Peshawar and said that
the terronists will not suc-
ceed in their evil objec-
tives. They said that
entire nation was united
against terrorism INP

Revival of China's
tourism sends positive
signal to Pakistan:

The

ISLAMABAD:
i China's

opening  of i
tourism is a \fer‘_.l'_,pu_snwe
sign  for akistan.
Pakistan has made exten-
sive preparations to wel-
come Chinese visitors,”
said Aftab ur Rehman
Rana, Managing Director
of Pakistan  Tourism
Dex‘e]n(pment
Corporation, Gwadar Pro
reported it on Monda
From January 8, 202
China resumed outboun
tourism after downgrad-
ing COVID-19 manage-
ment  measures  from
Class Ato B.

According to the 2023
Spring Festival Travel
Summary Report released
by Ctrip, domestic and
foreign travel orders of
Chinese tourists
increased by four times
compared with the Spring
Festival of last year The
EDFU'EII!}' of Spring

estival tourism is only a
start, and Chinese tourism
market will see a remark-
able recovery this year,

“International ‘flights
within the Asia-Pacific
region will recover faster
than intercontinental

flights for other regions
We plan to gradually
expand our international
routes,”

spid Qin Ye,

P

RAWALPINDI:

PTDC

depu eneral manager
of _%'ucﬁmg Passenger
Service Center of China
Eastern Airlines.

“This year is the year
of  "Pakistan-China
Tourism Exchanges.
We're completely focused
an this. Pakistan has
everything it takes to
become one of the
world's best travel desti-
nations. The government
of Pakistan also identified
tourism as a key priority,”
said Ghulam Cadir, com-
mercial counselor of the
Embassy of Pakistan in
China. He revealed that
numerous tounsm-related
activities will be happen-
ing between the two
nc[%{tbcn in this year.

“Roadshows will be
held with all of the cultur-
al festivities, showcasing
some of Pakistan's tourist
attractions. We want our
Chinese brothers and sis-
ters to  experience
Pakistani cuisine and
fashion from our trendy
brands in Pakistan. We'll
come up with a complete
guidebook to facilitate
travel from China 1o
Pakistan, and vice versa”
Ghulam added. .

“We've seen new high-
ways, highways, and side
roads from south 1o east

Property Board (ETPB), in the city,

Govt moves to end HEC
autonomy, despite opposition
from stakeholders

Islamabad: Despite the
widespread  opposition
from the stakeholders of
the higher education in
the country, the federal
government 15 moving
ahead with the propo

amendments 1o the
Higher Education
Commission (HEC)
Ordinance, 2002,

revealed the sources to
this scribe. )
The Cabinet
Committee  for  the
Disposal of Legislative
Cases, which 15 nnhm.n[n_;
the drafl amendment bill,
has sought the input from
the Federal Ministry of
Law and Parliamenta
Affairs, disclosed well-
placed sources privy to
the matter. The sources
further added that it will
then be placed before the
Cabinet, and subsequent-
Iy the Mational Assembly,
in order o become the

law,
The ¥Vice Chancellors’
Committee and  the

Association of Private
Universiies in Pakistan
have already condemned
the move by saying that
the said amendments not
only limit the
autonomous role of the
mstitution but also negate
the basic principles of the
federation.

The HEC was estab-
lished as an autonomous
national institution 1o reg-
ulate the affairs of public
and private universities
and colleges. The 1973
Rules of Business do treat
higher education as a sub-
ect of the Education
Ministry, but the Task
Force on improvement of
Higher Education in
Pakistan that drafted the
HEC Ordinance, 2002
recommended that “HEC
should be governed and
managed independently,
associated  with  the
Ministry of Education but
not controlled by it
explained the sources.
That is why the HEC was

mented very soon.IN
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to north, and improving
the road network is crini-
cal for tourism promo-
tion."Aftab ur Rehman
Rana said. )

He stressed the impor-
tant role that China-
Pakistan Economic
Corridor  (CPEC) has

layed in transforming

akistan's tourism.
“CPEC not anly
improved access to vari-
ous business hubs and
cities in Pakistan, but also
facilitated access to vari-
ous tourist sites .

With improved accessi-
bility, there will be a slew
of new developments in
the coming years, includ-
ing the establishment of
tourism - zones,  new
hotels, and tourist resorts
along the CPEC routes.”

Ghulam also noted that
as CPEC enters its second
phase of h1gh-|:|uahl?'
development, more part-
nerships, joint ventures,
and travel are required.
“CPEC is an excellent
example of the two coun-
tries' friendship.

We are constructing
highwa{f, that will con-
nect Pakistan from north
to south, down to Karachi
and ports, and a railway
project will be imple-

Eiwsn the status of the
ederal Ministry, which
was directly responsible
to the Pnme Minister
Office, sources said.

The composition of the
1E-member Commission,
the HEC's apex body,
ensured  collaborative
decision-making on high-
er education  matters,
including due representa-
tion from all  the
provinces as well as from
the relevant government
officials, higher educa-
tion representatives and
etninent persons
Moreover, the HEC
Chairman and the mem-
bers of the Commission
were appointed for .aFr:cn-
od of four years, with the
possibility” of a second
tenure. While  the
Chairman was to  be
ﬁpqmted by the Prime

[inister, the Executive
Durector and other HEC
officials were to  be
appointed by  the

ommission. Online

e

ALGIERS: Pakistani delegation led by Deputy Speaker National Anmhly

Zahid Akram Durrani in group photo with Deputy Speaker of the Shura Council

of Qatar Dr Hamda Bint Hassan Al Sulaiti on the side line of 17th session of

{(PUIC) in Algeria.

Sheikh Rashid’s Lal Haveli
sealed by ETPB

EAWALPINDI: The Evacuee
Trust Property Board (ETPB)
Monday sealed Lal Haveli, the
residence of Awami Muslim
League head Sheikh Rashid.

According to the ETPB
sources, six units of Lal Haveli
had been sealed.

The ETPB also wrote to the
authorities concerned for the
confirmation of the registry of
one of the units of Lal Haveli.

The decision of sealing or not
sealing the wnit will be made
upon the confirmation of the
registry by the authonties con-
cermne

“The state land had been
under occupation for a long
time.” the ETPB authorities
said. )

A heavy contingent of
Rawalpindi police had been
deployed while the building was
being sealed

~ On Saturday last, a civil court
in Rawalpindi had rejected
Awami Muslim L&aﬁue (AML)
chief’ Sheikh Rashid's petition
challenging the Lal Haveli's
evacuation orders ;
Tudge Naveed Akhtar had said
that the court could not stop any
department from taking action
under the law. ]
The AML chief had argued in
his petition that the evacuation
of Lal Haveli was political vic-
timisation as the case related to
the property was already in liti-

gation. ; a1
Sheikh Rashid prayed in his
lea that the Evacuee Trust
yperty Board be stopped from
taking action that. he alleged,
was a part of "settligg the score
against him" The decision of
sealing or not sealing the unit
will be made upon the confirma-
tion of the registry by the

authorities concemed.

“The state land had been
under occupation for a long
time,” the ETPB authorities
said. _

A heavy contingent of
Rawalpindi’ police had been
deploved while the building was
being sealed. o
_ On Saturday last, a civil court
in Rawalpindi had rejected
Awami Muslim League (AML)
chief Sheikh Rashid's petition
challenging the Lal Haveli's
evacuation orders, .

Judge Naveed Akhtar had said
that the court could not stop any
department from taking action
under the law. ;

The AML chief had argued in
his petition that the evacuation
of Lal Haveli was political vic-
timisation as the case related (o
the pm[[ﬁrty was already in liti-
gation. INP

Pakistan, Russia
vow to intensify
multi-directional relations

ISLAMABAD ¢ MOSCOW
‘Pakistani and Russian Foreign
Ministers had a joint press talk
in Moscow on Monday, in
which the two top diplomats
vowed to intensify  hilateral
cooperation in arcas of trade,
CCOnomy, sceurty, counter-ter-
rofism, defence, as well as cul-
tural, educational and people to
people contacts.

Pakistan’s foreign minister
Bilawal Bhutto Zardar —who s
on official tour of Russia said in
the joint presser that strengthen-
ing relations with  Hussia
remains an important prionity for
Pakistan. He said we believe
that Pak-Russia relations not

omnly serve our national intcrests,
but also contribute to regional,
global stability and secunty.

The  Pakistan Foreign
Minister said Pakistan views
Russia as an important player in
the West-South and  Central
Asia, He said Pakistan and
Russia have pood cooperation
on Afghanistan and we aim to
continue  cooperation  with
Russia in realizing common
oals of peace and stability in
if hanistan !

ilawal Bhutto Zardar said
we discussed bilateral coopera-
tion at muliilateral fora and have
tirm belict that all conflicts can
be resolved peacefully and there

Major reshuffle in
Punjab Police, 10 high

officials transferred

LAHORE: A major reshuffle in Punjab Police
has been wiinessed as 10 high officials were

transferred on Monday.

According to details, Sohail Akhtar Sukhera

dre no obstacles, which diplo-
macy cannol surmount and the
Llkrainian ¢conflict is no excep-
tion, He said developing coun-
tries like Pakistan are facing
negative consequences in terms
of cconomic impact of this con-
flict. He expressed the confi-
dence that the strong tradition of
diplomacy of the Hussian state
will help achieve a peacetul res-
olution of the conflict.

 He thanked Sergey Laveow for
inviting him to visit Russia and
reiterated  Islamabad's commit-
ment in deepening relations with
Moscow,

Addressing the joint press

conference, . Cnline

Pak-Origin Safdar
Pervez appointed

country director of
ADB in China

ISLAMABAD: A Pakistani ori-
gin  Safdar Pervez has been
appointed country director of
Asian Development Bank (ADB)
in China.

On Monday, Safdar Pervez took
over charge as country director of
ADB in Beijing, He will supervise
the ADB’s operations in China
besides implementing the country
partnership policies and strategies
of the bank in China. It's worth

mentioning here that Safdar
Pervez is Fnst raduate from
University of Cambridge. INP

Muslim countries
urged to find
mutual solutions
for peace,
economic growth

ISLAMABAD:Deputy  Speaker
Mational Assembly, Zahid Akram
Durrani has emphasized to find
mutually beneficial solutions to
promote peace, stability, and eco-
nomic growth amongst lslamic
countries, - pr— ;

He said this during his side-line
meetings with_parliamentary dele-
ﬁﬁtlﬂ!‘ls from Clatar, Malaysia, and
Aurkina Faso while ]E‘&dln% a par-
liamentary delegation to 17th ses-
sion of Parliamentary Union of
the Islamic Countries in Algiers.

Deputy Speaker also empha-
sized that the bilateral meetings
are a testament o Pakistan's con-
tinugus efforts to strengthen its
relationships with other countries
of the region. He said the discus-
sions on socic-economic and polit-
ical matters would bring benefits
to all parties involved.|

Govt making efforts to
control depreciation of
rupee: Ahsan

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Planning and Development
Ahsan Igbal has said the present
government is making all efTorts
to control depreciation of rupee
as well as prices hike of petrole-
um products, gas and electricity.

Addressing a gathering of
PML-N workers at Changowali
village, Shakargarh, he said the
recent price increase in petrole-
um products is result of the
agreement made by PTI
Chairman Tmran Khan with the
International Monetary Fund.

He said former PTI govern-
ment signed an agreement with
the IMF on difficult terms and
the current government is bound
to fulfill these conditions INP

has been aflpnintcd as DIG Investigation Lahore.

He has rep

aced Athar [smail who has been asked

to report to Services and General Administration

D%Jalrtm ent (S&GAD).

a1

Asim has been appointed SP Security

Chief Minister Office while Abdul Wahab earlier

serving on the post has been directed to report to

IG Office.

Police Department said that S8P Rana Ayaz
Saleem has been appointed CPO Gujranwala
while former CPO Umer Salamat has been asked
to report to Central Police Office.

ALG Devclugmunt Punjab Mansoor ul Hag wall

serve as CP

Multan while Shakir Hussain

Dawar earlier serving on the position has been

directed to report to [G Office. SSP Law & Order

Capt. (Retd)

li Zia has been directed to report to

Central Police Office. INP

PM condemns suicide
attack inside mosque
at police lines in
Peshawar

ISLAMABAD:

Prime Minister Shehbaz Shanf

has strongly denounced the suicide attack inside a
maosque at police lines in Peshawar, In a statement on
Monday, he said targeting the mosque is a proof that
the attackers have nothing to do with Islam

Shehbaz Sharif said terrorists want to create fear by
targeting those who are rendering the duty of
defending Pakistan. The Prime Mimster reaffirmed
Pakistan's firm commitment to root out terrorism

He said the entire nation and institutions are united
and unified for the eradication of terrorism. He said
the entire nation salutes its martyrs, Shehbaz Shanf
said a comprehensive strategy will be adopted on
the deteriorating law and order situation in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, The center will coopeérate in increas-

ing  the

anti-terrorism

capacity of the

provinces Shehbaz Shanf said the Interior Minister

has been instructed to

rovide assistance 1n increas-

ing the capacity of the counter-terrorism depart-
ments of the provinces, especially that of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. Commiserating INP

So-called experts destroyed

ISLAMABAD:
President Pakistan
Economy Watch (FEW)
Dr. Murtaza Mughal has
said that the so-called
ECONOMIC experts imper-
mnatnui_ as economic hit-
men to tulfill their polifi-
cal agendas have
destroved the economy of
the country. :

In a statement issued
here on Monday, he said
that for couple of vears,
the country has hbeen
under the control of plun-
derers and one economic
hitman after another ruin-
ing the country's econo-
my and there 15 no one to
stop them,

r. Murtaza Mughal

said that our representa-
tives are traveling around
the world for a billion
dollars to hear denials
from everywhere which
is embarmss;in%l. Political
and other elite have more
money in their foreign
accounts than in
Pakistan's exchequer, he
added.

De further stated that
the rulers have commit-
ted political suicide by
expelling former Finance
Minister Miftah Ismail
otherwise the economic
situation  would  have
been stable

The stubbornness of
one person has stalled the
IMF program for four

months since the expul-
sion of the former finance
minister which has result-
ed in a loss of almost
seven billion dollars, he
maintained,

Miftah would have
kept the IMF programme
intact and the price of
petrol and diesel would
not have increased by 35
rupees per liter, which
would bring  another
flood of inflation in the
country, he ohserved.

The President PEW
said that in a few days,
the value of the rupee has
been reduced by fifteen

ercent, which is a clear
ailure of the policy of the
PML-N to stabilize the

country’s economy: PEW

rupee.

The country is facin
ross mismanagement o
the ruling coalition and
the situation has come to
an extent that now onions
are considered a 1uxurg.

The government has
not been able to do any-
thmEI except change the
NAB  law.  Overseas
Pakistanis are not ready
and are sending money
through legal channels
and they are preferning
Hundi which is causing
huge losses to the country
while it will take time to
restore their confidence,
he noted,

Dr. Mughal recalled
that the reluctance of the

former prime minister to
strike the IMF deal and
its decision to disregard
the tenets of the agree-
ment with the donor last
year are said to be pop-
ulist  decisions  that
derailed the IMF pro-
gramme that drove the
country to the brink of
sovereign default. ;

Compelled by the twin
deficits, the incumbent
overmment revived the

F Programme and for-
mer finance minister
Miftah Ismail tried to fol-
low through on the deal
by hiking Fuel and energy
rates But, the incumbent
Finance Minister avoided
IMF’s dictates. INP

| L
RAWALPINDI: A motorcyclist wearing plastic sheet to protect them-
selves from rain during heavy rain in morning hours at a road.

Zulfi Bukhari does not
see signs of neutrality

Islamabad: Pakistan General Asim Muomir PTI leader savs that
Tehreek e Insaf (PTI) would change the the current government
central  leader Zulfi course adopted with cannot survive without
Bukhari believes that regard to PTL the support of the estab-

lishment and the estab-
lishment should use its
power for holding early
general elections,

the arrest of Fawad Ch  He says that estab-
is a message to Imran lishment on the power
Khan not from the gov- of institutions and
ernment but from the Imran Khan based on

establishment. popularity are huge Zulfi Bukhari says
In an exclusive inter- realities and it is in the that there is no way of
view with VOA, he said best interest of the stability in the country

that Fawad Chaudhry’s

1 3 country that both recog-
arrest is a message to

L except general elections
nize each other

in the current situation,

Tehreek-e-Insaaf, He says that the He said that there has
He savs this series of  establishment should been some internal heal-
messages has  been not be neutral but  ing between the PTI and

going on for the past

should use its power to
nine months, However,

the US and despite
hold early elections.

Imran Khan's statements

according to him, this The establishment in  of US intervention,
has not made a differ- Pakistan has never been PTI's  relations with
ence bul has increased neutral. According to  Washington . can
PTI's anulamy; him, even in the currenl  improve again.The

Zulfi Bukhari hoped situation, they should establishment in
that the new Army Chief  not be neutral, he added,  Pakistan INP

TENDER NOTICE !ﬂt

The On Farm Waler Management Kalat inviles bids from Efigible Bidders for execution of following works
for the Year 2023 based on Composile schedule rates 2018 on Percentage Rates TSE-222301234673
Tander Fee Rs.5000/- Bid Security 2%

1 FORPROVISION OF OILSEEDS/ PULSES SEEDS, FODDER | FORAGE SEED
ALONGYWITHLAND PREPARATIONAND PROVISION OF FRUIT PLANTS, IN
[MSTRICT KALAT UNDER THE PROJECT NATIONAL PROGRAMME FOR
EMHANCING COMMAND AREACQF BARANIAREAS IMPAKISTAN
(BALOCHESTAN COMPONENT) 2022-23 5 NO.29 [22019.1858]

18,250,000+

Procurements shall be made under the Balochistan Public Procurement Rules — 2074, Eligibility of
Bidders; Presence in Active Tax Payer List. The bidding firm must not be blacklisted by any procuring
agency of Pakistan. Balochistan Revenue Authority Regisiration is required. The bicder must have
completed 3 Assignment of simiar nalure of work. Turm over of &l leasl 13,475,000 PKR Amounl ind
subsaquant previous years showing financial capacity of the fim, Registration with Pakisian Enginearing
council (PEC) C-6 and above (Upto 25 millionjln Relevant Categary And Specialized Code is CE10(])
(General Chil Engineering Works) . bidding firm must submit income Tak Retum of Taxgtion Year 2022,
Bidding Finm must submit Audit Report / Audit Balance Sheet of FY 2019-20, 2020-21 & 2021-22. bidding
Firm must submit Company's ialest Bank Account Stalement or Bank Credil Line Cearfificate bidding firm
must submit the Tender Fee in the Head of Account C03136 on Green Challan duly verified by District
Treasury. Procedure Of Procurement: Single Stage Two Envelope Bidding Procedure Bid Security:
The bids must accompany Bid Security in the form of Bank Guraniee, Deposit at Call of 2 % specified
above in the name of the under-signed from & scheduled bank. Tender Documents: The bidding
documents can be oblained from the office of the under-signed 5,000 PKR lssuance of tender
Documents: From the date of publication of NIT to 15 February, 2023 during office hours on working days
Lest Date of bid submission: The Tenders must be submitted latast by 15 February, 2023 til 10:15 AM,
Tenderopening: All tenders will ba opanad on same day at the ofice of the under-signed al 11:15AM
Addrass: Kalat Phone no: 08:44.2 10274 Fax no:Ermait: sikandarhashimi 1 3@gmail. com

DEPU
Uk FARM

NT KALAT

-':‘_.. wwwadprgob.pk w (aldpr dprgob  § @dgprbalochistan
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PPP sends legal notice to Khan for accusing Zardari
of conspiring to kill him

ISLAMABAD: Former president and Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) Co-Chairman Asif Ali Zardan on Monday
sent 510 bilhon legal notice to former pnme minister and Pakistan Tehreek-e-[nsa.’r'([PTl] Chairman Imran Khan.

In the notice, sent by Fa H. Maek and Associates acting on behalf of their client Asit Ali Zardan_ it was
stated that Imran in a i}ubhr: dress which was widely reported across the world had accused Zardari of “false,
fabricated and scandalous remarks/statements as well as leveled baseless allegations of senous nature”™ that he
had paid his cormuption money to a terrorist organization being supported by powerful state agency facilitators to
launch another fatal attack on him

The notice read that the baseless accusations were of malicious and defamatory nature that tried to defame
Zardari nationally as well as internationally. “Through vour defamatory, libelous, scandalous remarks and allega-
tions of serious nature you have tried to create a link between our client and terronist organizations blindly disre-
garding the fact that our chent and his party has remained the vichm of terrorism.”

Further, it said that Zardans wife, former prime minister Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto was also assassi-
nated by terrorists. “Furthermore in your statements you have stated that our client, through corruption money, is
hatching a fresh plan to allegedly dssassinate you despite the fact that our client has languished in prisor for
almost eight years in false, fabricated, trumped up and concocted cases including corruption cases and not one of

Tuesday,January,31,2023

which was proved against him and he was acquitted in all those cases honorably.” The nofice termed Imran’s
statements as “made with malafide intentions and ultenor motives to injure, harm, defame and disparage the rep-
utation and name of our client who has made struggle and sacrifices for the restoration of democracy 1n Pakistan.”

“Your baseless allegations against our client have also harmed the global reputation of Pakistan,” The notice
added that the senous allegations of paying terrorists and plotting his assassination were false, libelous, scan-
dalous and without any proof and are vehemently denied. : 2 ;

Hence the same have been made with malafide intentions in order to defame our client for ultenior motives and
other reasons best known to you to explain in this rggard. “That through your above said defamatory actions
against our client, you have committed utterly unjustified and inexcusable defamation just to malign our client’s
rephylatmgd in Pakistan as well as in the wm'ﬁi causing severe agony, mental stress and loss of reputation,” the
notice read,

It directed Tmran to render an unconditional apology to Zardan “on television, print and social media, within
14 {fourteen) days from the receipt of this notice” %’Imuld Imran fail to do so, appropriate Ie%a] proceedings
would be inibated against him including civil as well as cnminal, before the competent courts of Taw in Pakistan
and England. A suit for damages for Rs10 billion would be liable to be paid INP

Minister releases schedule of
countrywide organizational
visits of Maryam Nawaz

ISLAMABAD:  Minister for Information held on the 27th February and the organiza-
and Broadcasting Marriyvum Aurangzeb has tional meeting on  28th  February. In
released the schedule of countrywide orgami- Gujranwala, the workers convention will be

zational visits of PML-N's Senior Vice held on the 3rd March which will be followed
‘[:]remdent and Chief Organizer Maryvam by the party's organizational meeting the next
Nawaz.

day.

?n Sheikhupura, the convention will be held
on the 7th March to be followed by the party's
organizational meeting the next day. On the
[ Ith March, the PML-N's convention will be
held in Faisalabad. It will be followed by the
party's organizational meeting the next day.
_In Peshawar, the PML-N workers' conven-
tion will take place on the 15th March to be
followed by the party's organizational meetin
the next day. In Lahore Division, the PML-!
will hold convention on the 19th March while
the party's organizational meeting will be held
the next day. o

Maryam Nawaz will visit Quetta on 23rd
March and address the workers' convention
there. The next day the érariy's organizational

Marvam Nawaz will address the workers'
convention in Bahawalpur on February | and
the next day the organizational meeting of the
party will be held in the city. In Multan, the
convention will be held on gth February and
the organizational meeting on 6th February.

On 9th February, Maryvam Nawaz will
address a convention in Abbottabad which will
be followed by the party's organizational meet-
ing on l0th February. On 15th February
Maryam Nawaz will address a convention an
public gathering in Dera Ghazi Khan and chair
the party's organizational meeting the next

day.

ﬁa Rawalpindi, the PML-N's workers' con-
vention will be on 19th February and the orga-
nizational meeting on 20th February, On 23rd
February, Maryam Nawaz Sharif will address
the workers' convention in Sargodha and chair
the party's organizational meeting the next
day.In Sahiwal, the workers convention will be

PESHAWAR: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif and Army Chief Asim Munir, inquires
of a injured victim at Lady Reading Hospital, after a mosque blast inside the police headquarters,
in Provincial Capital.

Rise in petrol
and diesel
prices challenged
at LHC

LHC moved against
contesting election for
multiple seats

meeting will be held in Quetta.

In Karachi, the PML-N will hold the work-
ers’ convention on the 27th March to be fol-
lowed by the Fjarly’s organizational meeting
the next day.IN
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by the Judicial Activism Panel against
the rise in the prices of the petroleum
products.

The petition stated that instead of
reducing the prices of the Eueimleum
products in the country, they were
mcreased by Rs35,

“The prices of the petroleum prod-
ucts have not been reduced in accor-
dance with the global market,” it
added.

It is to be noted here that the prices
of petrol and diesel had been increased
by Rs35 each per litre '? the govern-
ment on Sunday last TN

Karachi police
officer martyred
in firing

KARACHI: A police officer was
Monday martyred in firing by uniden-
tified suspects in Karachi. )

According to police, the incident

took place near the maunsoleum of
Quaid-e-Azam. .
. The martyred police officer was
identified as S0-year-old Igbal, _
_ His body was handed over to his
family. : :

Woman among two dead in firing

incidents ?

Two persons including a woman
died in different incidents of firing in
Karachi on Sunday night.

_ Aburnt body of'a woman was found
-r}’ a garbage dump in Orangl Town No

_ Meanwhile, the police and Rangers
in a joint operation arrested Ghulam
Abbas from Mehmood Abad, Azam
Town.
. The operation was carried out on a
il ;

The accused had been involved in
several incidents of robbery and street
crime. INP

Local PTI leader
gunned down

near Lahore

_LAHORE: A local leader along with
his nephew was killed in Kala Shah
Kaku area of Lahore on Monday.

PTI leader Sher Afzal alias Nikka
Pehilwan was going to Lahore along
with his nephew when his car came
under the hail bullets fired by four
armed men near Kala Shah Kaku, As a
result, Sher Afzal and his nephew
Arsalan died on the spot.

Rescue 1122 officials reached the
venue and shifted their bodies to a
local Ihnsgnital.Pu]ice said that the
assassins fed the scene afier gunning
down the uncle-nephew duo.

The law enforcers cordoned off the
area and started collecting evidence
from the crime scene.

On the other hand, taking notice of
the incident, the Punjab 1G police
snLEJIghr. the report from Lahore CCPO
and ordered for immediate arrest of
the killers. INP

Boat owner, 3
irrigation officers
booked over
Tanda Dam
tragedy

KOHAT: The First Information
Report (FIR) of boat tragedy at
Kohat's Tanda Dam has been regis-
tered on Monday in which the boat
owner and three officials of the irriga-
tion department nominated.

According to the FIR, the accident
occurred due to overloading of the
boat.

At least 10 children had died on
Sunday as a boat, carmying 25 to 30
passengers including madrassa stu-
dents as well as the boatman, capsized
in Tanda Dam.

The authorities managed to rescue
six of the students, who were being
treated at DHO Hospital Kohat INP

constituencies,

Registrar Office of the high
court had objected over the main-
tainability of the petition filed by a
citizen Zahid Mehmood.

Justice Anwar Hussain while
hearing plea against objection set
aside it and directed to fix the peti-
tion for hearing.

“Politicians, contest election in
maore than one national or provin-
cial constituencies. They hold one
seat and surrender remaining
seats,” according to the petition

“The election commission has
to hold election again on these
surrendered seats,” petitioner said.
“This practice is the loss of
resources and violation of the con-
stitution of Pakistan,” petitioner

argued,

vernment of Pakistan 1o legis-
ate over the matter,” he further
pleaded.

Former premier Imran Khan
will contest for all 33 vacant seats
in Mational Assembly (NA) by-
elections, scheduled to take place
on March 16, party’s senior vice-
president Shah Mehmood Chureshi
announced on Sunday.

It is pertinent to mention here
that the Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) had released the
schedule for by-polls on these NA
sgats  vacated by Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insal MNAs.

The ECP has decided to hold
by-polls on 33 NA seats on March
16, for which nomination papers
can be received from February 6
to 8. INP

Election date: LHC seeks
relay form Govt,
Governor

LAHORE: The Lahore High
Court (LHC) on Monday sought a
response from the federal povern-
ment, Punjab governor and others
on a PTI petition seeking immedi-
ate announcement of the election
date for the provincial assembly.
The Punjab Assembly was dis-
solved GU'I'Iﬁtltl‘.JtJDﬂEI-”%'_ after
Punjab  Governor  Baligh ur
Rehman excused himsell from
sighing the summary, saying he
could not become a part of the
process.

According to details, Justice
Jawad Hassan heard PTT leader
Asad Umar’s petition in which
Governor  Pumjab Baligh  Ur
Rehman has been made respon-
dent in the plea via his secretary.

At the outset of the hearing, the
court showed resentment over the
nﬂnrpre?aratlon_nf' the povem-
ment’s lawyer in the case and
asked how come he was unaware
of the heanng of the case, The

case was fixed for hearing two
days earlier at 4:30pm,
ater, the court adjourned the
hearing of the case until February
3 and sought a response from the
federal povernment, Punjab pov-
emor Balighur Rehman and others
an the accouterment of the elec-
tion  date  in Pumjab PTI’s
Secretary General Asad Umar
filed the petinon through barrister
Al Zafar, seeking direction for the
Punjab povernor to immediately
announce the election date for the
provincial Assembly in order to
ensure that polls are held within
M davs of its dissolution. The plea
contended that the povermnor of
Puryab had been impleaded as a
respondent since Article 105(3) of
the Constitution requires him to
appoint an election date to the
rovincial assembly not later than
days from the date of dissolu-
fion but he has failed to discharge
that constitutional duty INP

Sheikh Rasheed moves
LHC against Lal
Haveli's sealing

RAWALPINDI: Awami
Muslim Leaﬁue {AML) chief
Sheikh Rasheed Ahmad on
Monday moved an IEFJ[;'-I:E:;uu:nn
hefore the Lahore High Court
(LHC) Rawalpindi bench
against the sealing of Lal

aveli by the Evacuee Trust
Property Board (ETPB). :

It was narrated in the a]p li-
cation that the matter of Lal
Haveli is already in a court of
law so the sealing operation
was "politically" motivated.

Advocate Sardar Razig
Khan, on behalf of the AML
chief, while submitting the
plea urged the court to hold an
urgent hearing which was
accepted. _

The hearing will take place
at | 1am today. _
Talking to reporters outside
- - 3 i —

E

the Lal Haveli, the seasoned
politician, who is currently
supporting  PTI  Chairman
Imran Khan, said the discrimi-
nation had been shown
because he was supporting the
PTI. He alleged that Deputy
Adminsitrator ETPB  Asif
Khan was front man of interior
minister Rana Sanaullah.

The Evacuee Trust Property
Board (ETPB) sealed the Lal
Haveli -- the residence of
Awami  Muslim  League
{AML) chief Sheikh Rashid
Ahmed -- in the wee hours of
Monday. According to imitial
reports, the ETPB staff along
with Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) and police per-
sonnel reached the residence
pf[rﬁtﬂeakh Rashid and sealed
it

KARACHI: Activists of Swat Kohistan hold a protest in favor of their demands ﬂutsie
press club in Provincial Capital.

with
Russian
leadership

MOSCOW:  Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutio
Zardan 13 in Moscow to
hold talks with Russian
leaders on the entire spec-
trum of bilateral relations.
Omn his armval at Moscow
airport, the Foreign
Minister was received by
senior officials of the
Russian Foreign Ministry,
Pakistan’s ambassador to
Russia Shafgat Ali Khan
and  officals  of the
cmbassg'. ) . )

The foreign minister 15
on a two day visit to the
Russian Federation at the
imvitation of his Russian
counterpart Sergey
Lavrov. The two foreign
ministers are scheduled to
meet today for official
talks INP

Progress
not possible
without
peace.
Sajid Turi

KLUBRRAM: Minister for

Owerseas Pakistanis Sayid
Hussain Turi has said
progress of any region
and country is not possi-
ble without peace and
harmony. ]
) Addressmﬁ a seminar
in Kurram, he urged the
tribal elders, elected rep-
resentatives and political
and social workers to play
their role for promotion of
peace and harmony.

Sapid Tun said negotia-
fions are ongoing with
varions countries 1o create
more  and  maximum
employment opportuni-
ties for more Pakistani

yvouth and skilled workers
abroad. INP

Ex-CM Elahi’s
principal
secretary
booked in

corruption case

LAHORE: The Punjab
Anti-Corruption
Establishment registered
a case against the former
principal secretary of ex-
chief minister Chaudhry
Pervaiz Elali on cormup-
tion charges on Monday,

Accused Muhammad
Khan Bhatti, the ex-prin-
cipal secredary of former
Punjab CM Elahi, could
move to the anti-corrup-
tion court for his interim
bail. A large contingent of
police was deployed out-
side the court to arrest
Bhatti. INP

marriage halls start

Dera Ismail Khan: The district
administration of D I Khan has start-
ed implementing the federal govemn-
ment’s decision to close all markets,
sh%pgmg malls and business centres
at 830 pm and marriage halls at 10
pm in a bid to conserve energy,

In light of the Federal government
decision regarding energy saving,
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa govern-
ment has decided to implement the
same steps b}" 1550Ing directives to

traders and markets owner to close
business well before at the notified
time. _ _

To ensure the implementation of
the energy saving campaign, the dis-

PESHAWAR: Security
after the blast in Provincial Capital.

trict administration last mﬁ.]lt carried
out visits to marriage halls, restau-
rants and other different places of
the city. _

On the directions of Deputy
Commissioner Muhammad Qaiser
Khan, Assistant Commissioner Dera
Farhan Ahmed along with AC
Paharpur Muhammad Aneeq Anwar
last night visited various Marriage
Halls situated at Daraban road and
Grid road

During the mspection, the hall
owners and management were asked
to comply with the government
orders of cl{:smg the programmes
tull 10:00 p.m.IN

L =

iz =

rsonnel stands alert outside police headquarters

Six shot dead over
property dispute

JACOBABAD: At least six people
were killed and seven others injured
when armed men of ong group attacked
pther over property dispute here on
Monday,

Police said that Thaheem and Babar
community residing in village Chantal
Abad, Doda Pur police station in
Jacobabad was in dispute over owner-
ship of a plot.

wquipped with heavy and automated

weapons, the members of Thaheem
community attacked the opponents,
_ As a result of attack, six people
including MNasrullah, MNaseer Ahmed,
Khameso Khan, Daim Khan, Sahib
Khan and Sabil Babar were killed while
Abdul Rahim, Hafeez, Ashraf and
Muhammad Sadig Babar among seven
sustained bullet wounds,

_The assailants fled the scene after
killing people. )

The bodies and injured were shifted to
local hospital where the wounded people
were referred to Chandka Hospital
Larkana due to critical condition

Heavy contingent of police cordoned
off the area after the attack. A case was
registered into the incident and raids
were being conducted to arrest the
attackers ;

At least six_people were killed and
seven others injured when armed men of
one group attacked other over property
dis&mtle here on Mmdat.

olice said that Thaheem and Babar
community residing in village Chantal
Abad, Doda Pur pelice station in
Jacobabad was in dispute over owner-
ship of a plot.

quipped with heavy and automated
weapons, the members. of Thaheem
community attacked the opponents
. As a result of amack, six people
including MNasrullah, Naseer Ahmed,
Khameso Khan, Daim Khan, Sahib
Khan and Sabil Babar were killed while
Abdul Rahim, Hafeez, Ashraf and
Muhammad Sadiq Babar among seven
sustained bullet wounds.

The assailants fled the scene after
killing people INP

Massive hike in POL
prices to unleash new
wave of inflation: ICCI

ISLAMABAD: Acting President.
Islamabad Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (ICC1) Faad Waheed has said
that the government has made massive
hike of Ks.35 per litre in one go in the
prices of petrol and diesel that would
unleash a new wave of high inflation for
the common man and further increase
the cost of doing business making our
exports uncompetitive in the interna-
tional markets.

In a statement issued here on Monday,
he said that a decline of 35 rupees in
Pakistani currency against the LIS dollar
and Rs35 per litre hike in the prices of
petrol and diesel would create a ripple
effect as it would badly squeeze the pur-
chasing power of people, reduce growth
of business activities making it more dif-
ficult to revive the dwindling economy.

Faad Waheed was of the view that the
ﬂn'u:e of petrol hasdj_umped to almost

5.250/litre and diesel to around

Rs.263/itre takingl these prices to the
record highest level in the country’s his-
tory. He said that this unprecedented
hike in POL prices would multiply the
energy cost and further increase the cost
of doing business due to which trade and
industrial activities would badly suffer
He said that diesel is used in trans-
E;tha_tmn and agricultural sectors while a
ig jump in its price would increase
transportation cost of goods and agricul-
tural products causing more intlation,
especially for low-income [}euple.
Maoreover, the hike in the price of petrol
would alse increase transport fares that
would bring more misery 1o the alread
inflation-stricken  people The 1CCI
Acting President saird that an artificial
shortage of petrol and diesel was being
created in the market as the oil market-
ing companies 1()2".-1(.' s) were not distrib-
uting them to the petrol pumps and this
situation can cause unnecessary INP




