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Destination of

electables 1s PPP in

Per

Manan Mandokhail
UETTA: In

Balochistan, the flour cri-
sis worsened as per kilo-
gram of flour is being sold
at Rs. 150 in the open mar-
ket, “This government has
snatched the bread from §
us”, Muhammad Al a
customer trying fo get
flour on subsidized rates
lamented. The 20-kilo-
gram flour bag 15 available
at Rs. 3000 in Quetta and
other parts of Balochistan,
The provincial govern-
ment failed to provide
flour to the masses at offi-
cial prices. “We have noth-
ing in our treasury and we
cannot provide any sub-
sidy”, Zamarak Khan
.—‘u:]zlal’(zai, the Balochistan
Food Minister said. The
minister blamed the feder-
al and Punjab governments
for their failure to provide
wheat to Balochistan,
Chief Minister
Balochistan, Mir Quddus
Bizenjo has also written a
letter to the federal gov-

o

Balochistan nowadays

kg tlour

now at
crisis worsens in Balochistan

-

s. 150 as

Imran Khan doesn't
want 'anyone's support'
in next general election

ISLAMABAD:
Prime Minister

Muhammad Shehbaz

Sharif on Sunday said
that  millions  of
Pakistanis, affected by
unprecedented devas-
tation due to floods,
locked for compassion
and solidarity to build
back better,
“Humanity 1s at an
inflection point  in
world Our

ernment to support the
province in the acquisition
of wheat quota from
Punjab and the federal
government, “They are not
responding to our CMT,
Mr. Achakzai said.

He said, “we
cannot provide
even Rs.2

oo

appears to  be helpless
regarding the flour crisis
and said that the federal and
Punjab governments were
not providing any wheat to
Balochistan, _f-'f/cnur mill
owners complained that the
tood department has failed
to provide them with the
required wheat gquota. “This
is an-alarming situation and

4
L ' .
I
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. -
Balochistan  flour malls
association said.

The Minister
lamented that
Punjab provided
only 10,000 out of
400,000 bags of

7/

“This government is
least bothered about the
Hggllt of poor people”,

izam Khan, a citizen
told Daily Quetta Voice.
The masses have lashed
out at the Balochistan
government for its fail-
ure to address the flour
Crisis.

'

Khan claimed. He said
long queues of people
can be witnessed outside
all utility stores across
Balochistan.

“Very few fortunate
people get flour™, he
said. Last year. the
Balochistan government
failed to purchase wheat

history.
actions today will
shape the resilient
future for our succeed-
ing generations, the
prime minister posted
on his Twitter handle
In a related tweet,
the rime minister
said that he was leav-
ing for Geneva today
to co-host
[nternational

Millions of
flood-devastated
Pakistanis looking
for compassion,
solidarity: PM

4. along with the UUN
Secretary-General

He said that he

would take the oppor-
tunity to present the
case of flood victims
betore the world. “I
will also throw lLight
of steps my govt. has
taken for relief &
rehabilitation,” he fur-
ther posted.

The prime minister
said that in the confer-
ence they would place
a comprehensive post-
disaster  framework
plan for recovery,
rehabilitation and
reconstruction  with
resilience befaore
development partners
and friendly countries.

“Bridging funding
gap is key fo restore
critical infrastructure,

billion. subsidy” ow mills are empty”, “The food department because of a political cri- §Conferenc sbhuild lives & liveli-
Yy Badruddin Kakar, the cen- H’hé(ﬂ: to 1s complicit in creating a  sis. This created a wors- Rg: i ﬁ;?w Pakisla{:lr_l Lt:.c:-:jls& I]:vf[:.-:ql'l.-'f.': ecl:::r;]c:—
The Food Minister tral  leader of  the Balochistan flour ecrisis”, Nizam ening flour crisis, being held on January my,” he added.INP
Destination of electables is PPP in
Balochistan nowadays
[ = r— PPP supremo Asif Ali Zardari has no time to i
Syed Ali Shah Analysis —— visit Balochistan to announce the joining of e Sardar Noor Ahmed Bangulzai

The Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP), which failed to
win a single seat during the general elections of
2018 in Balochistan is finally back. Electables,
commonly called the ever-green and influential
politicians have been joining the party for last more
than a month, The seismic political shift in
Balochistan is nothing new, Switching of loyalties
and changing pmiiimlgpanies normally take a place
before every general election in the province, which
covers half ::f the country in terms of area,

“Winds of change are blowing in Balochistan”, is
a commonly held notion in villages and cities of the
province these days. Earlier this vear, it was the
Jamiat ul Ulema e Islam (F) with electables joining
the religious party. However, PPP filled the vacu-
um

 Asif Zardari has no time to
visit Balochistan because of

crowds joining the party

electables because of the rush. The
electables/evergreen politicians thronged the
Bilawal House in Karachi and started joining the
PPP and the party leaders preferred to receive
them there.

Former federal minister Sardar Fateh
Muhammad Muhammad Hassani, his son Umair
Muhammad Hassanm, Nawabzada Jamal Raisam,
the son of Nawabzada Siraj Raisani, former
Balochistan Minister, Tahir Mehmood Khan, Mir
Mohyvuddin Baloch, the former central leader of
the Ealmh Students Organization (B30), Mir
Fareed Raisami and others joned the party n
Karachi. Three former provincial ministers
including Mir Zahoor Buledi, Saleem Khan
Khoso and Anf Jan Muhammad Hassami have

already jomned the party.

also joined the PPP

Sardar Noor Ahmed Banguleai who is likely to
contest elections against former Chief Minister
Mawab Muhammad Aslam Raisani in Mastung has
also joined PPP.

As the ruling Balochistan Awami Party {(BAP)
nears its permanent collapse, its leaders and work-
ers have started joining other political parties. The
BAP, which emerged as the ]a:rigest parliamentary
party prior to the 2018 general elections has practi-
cally collapsed since its incumbent CM Mir Quddus
Bizenjo, and president Jam Kamal Khan are in con-
tact with other political parties for joining.

Despite ruling the province for five vears, cur-
rently, none owns the party and gradually everyone
parts ways with it,

PM Shehbaz Sharif

Hussain Wadela handed over to Crimes Branch
urges Kuwait to

Quetta for 3 days remand

Behram Baloch, Manan Mandokhail

QUETTA: A local court here on Saturday

anted three da{s physical remand of the

wadar Rights Movement (GRM) leader,
Hussain Wadela and two other leaders to
Crimes Branch police. Police had arrested
Hussain Wadela and other GRM activists for
causing damages to public and private prop-
erties in the port city of Gwadar

On the instructions of the Balochistan
Home and Tribal Affairs Department,
Hussain Wadela and others were handed over
to Crimes Branch Police in the case. The
GRM leaders were produced before the court
that granted three-days physical remand,
Rahib Buledi. the lawyer for the accused

Police investigator demands

seven-days remand

The investigating officer of the police
however demanded seven-davs remand of

Hussain Wadela and others, The court reject-
ed the request of the police investigation offi-
cer and granted only three-days remand. The
court directed the police to take care of the
three leaders of the GRM. !
The GBRM has been protesting against the
said provincial and federal sovernments for last
more than two months Th;?- have been
prolesting against illegal fishing
unnecessary check posts and other issues
redating to the port city of the country. Police
have register
of supporters of the GEM

n Maulana Hidayat and
Kalmati booked by police

alter

frawling,

FIRs against a large number

Imran Khan doesn't want 'anyone's
support' in next general election

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf” (PTI)
Chairman Tmran Khan Sunday reit-
erated his demand for fair and
transparent elections in the country,
clarifying he doesn’t need "any-
one's SIL&PDTL“ in the electoral
process," We need fair and transpar-
ent elections, not anyone’s sup-
port,” the deposed prime minister
said while addressing a PTI
woinen's convention in Karachi via
video link from his residence in
Lahore Imran Khan, who was oust-
ed from power in Aprl last year,
lamented about the country's eco-
nomic state and called for conduct-
ing transparent elections as the
foremost solution to the crises,

"Reforms are needed after trans-

arent polls. These incompetent
eaders of PDM  [Pakistan
Democratic  Movement] cannot
introduce reforms." the chief

Secking a

o

sad, slamming the in
ruling coalition in the Centre.
"true democratic ]
setup” to conduct elections, the for- %ame is being played in Khyber
mer premier addressed state instifu-
tions, saying: "l tell institutions that
this is the time to manage the coun-
try, We want to brin
revolution through the ballot box."

Hinting at possible political engi-
neering ahead of the general elec-

tions this vear, the former premier
claimed that efforts are being made
to bring Pakistan Muslim League-
Mawaz (PML-N} to power in
Punjab. "It is feared that political
engineering will be camied out to
weaken the PTL Don't do political
engineering for God's sake. It has
done so much damage to the coun-
try," Imran Khan said, warning all
stakeholders that "Pakistan is s ﬁ
ping out of everyone's hand" He
alleged that people are forced to
join the Pakistan Peoples Party
(FPP) in Balochistan and another

ftude of the

akhtunkbhwa, ~ However, ~ he
claimed, the PTI is the only politi-
cal party at the federal level that
can keep the country united Earlier
today, former senator Sardar Fateh
Muhammad Muhammad Hassani,
Mawabzrada Web Desk

a peaceful

Maulana Hidavat ur Rehman, the Chief of
the GRM and Naveed Kalmat, the former
Balochistan caretaker minister have also
been booked for inciting violent protests and
causing damages 1o public and dﬁfivme prop-
erties. Both are still at large an
by the administration

Commissioner Mekran Division, Sved
Faisal Ahmed on Friday said that the admin-
istration arrested the
blocked the road leading to the port in
Gwadar. He said some of the GRM leaders
voluntarily surrendered before the police

3 Ire?sh'all:}n of FIRs against them, “No
alitical  victimization o

ommissioner Mekran Division stated.

However, Maualana Hidayat ur Rehman
has accused the administration of subjecting
GRM activists to political victimization in
Ciwadar and other parts of Mekran division

not arrested

acivists who had

anyone’,

the

participate in clim

ISLAMABAD: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Shanf
on Saturday held a tele-

honic conversation with

15 Kuwaiti counterpart
Sheikh Ahmad Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sgbah. _—

The prime minister
apprised  the Kuowaiti

rnme minister about the
nternational Conference
on  Climate  Resilient
Pakistan, to be held on
Monday 1n Geneva and
requested High level par-

:il:]lpaﬁun o

he Kuwaiti PM
Sheikh Ahmad Nawat Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah expressed firm
support for the initiatives
to strengthen Pakistan's

climate resilience. .
Pakistan and Kuwait
have reiterated their
mutual commitment to
further expand and diver-
sify special bilateral rela-
Hons, . .
The premier reaffirmed
the importance Pakistan
attached to its relation-
ship with Kuwait and
reiterated the desire to

ate moot

further expand bilateral
cooperation in diverse
fields.

He underscored the
resolve 1o forge deeper
eCconomic  engagement
between Pakistan and
Kuwait — including in
trade, investment, labour
and other key sectors,

PM  Shehbaz  Sharif
also expressed satisfac-
tion at close cooperation
between the two coun-
tries at the multilateral
fomms. £

He appreciated the
measures  taken by
Kuwait for the recruif-
ment of Pakistani man-
power in the fields of
{ealth, Security and
Infrastructure. Web Diesk

IMF delegation to meet Dar on
sidelines of Geneva conference:

ISLAMABAD: A dele-
ation of the International
onetary  Fund  (IMF)
will meet Finance
Minister Ishag Dar on the
sidelines of the upcoming
Geneva conference  to
“discuss outstanding
issues”,  the lender’s
spokesperson  said on
Sunday.
The International
Conference on Climate
Resilient Pakistan will be
held in Geneva on
January 2 (Monday). The
event will be co-hosted
by the Government of
Pakistan and the United

spokesperson

T

poﬁ the people and

the
government after the dev-
astating floods of 2022,
On Sunday, an IMF
spokesperson told media
that the global lender’s

[t aims to bring togeth-
eF EOVErnment represen-
tatives, leaders from the
public and private sectors
and civil society fo sup-

managing director had a
“gonstructive call” with
Prnme Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on January 6.

“The MD again
expressed her sympathy
to those directly affected
by the floods and sup-
ported Pakistan’s efforts
to build a more resilient
recovery.”

The Spokesperson
added that an IMF dele-
gation is expected 1o meet
with Dar on the sidelines
of the Geneva conference
to discuss “outstanding
issues and the path for-
ward” Web Desk
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31 coord

Balochistan !

In less than a year, Chief Minister Balochistan Mir
has appointed 31 coordinators. The appointment of a fu

%Eliddus Bizenjo
er three coor-

dinators is in the pipeline. In all notifications, the Services. and General

Administration

appointed on an “honorary” basis. . .
onorary or paid, coordinators are a burden on the province facing a

dition. Chief Mimster Balochistan has alre

partment (S5&GAD) said the coordinators were

serious financial crisis and hardly maintain;’&g the fragile financial con-
y

appointed all 14 provin-

cial ministers, and 5 advisers as per the 13th constitutional amendment.
The question arises, what is the need for new recruitment of a crowd of
coordinators? The answer is simple, this is just an attempt to please well-

wishers and influentials,

Offices alloted for some coordinators _
Although, the government claims to have appointed them on an hon-

orary

basis, moreover, some of the coordinators have been allotted

offices. Who pays for the staff and accommodation given to the coordi-

Multivariate Aspects of Climate
Change in Pakistan

Climate  change
steams  unbeatable
challenges in the
future. According to
the World Bank
report, Palkistan
stands 6th in affectee
of climate change.
The awful and deaﬁly
floods of 2010, and
2011, extremely dry
weather in a rainy
area, and fluctuation
in actual climate pat-
tern is alarming and
despairing signs
among  all the
dwellers of the town.

Climate  Change
and Agriculture in
Pakistan .

In addition,

burst also poses a
serious threat to the
country’s climate in
the Karakorum range.
The sole aim was
reaching and under-
standing the possible
nodes of surge-type
glaciers, which are
characterized by
unsteady movements
and frequent frontal
advances of glaciers.
As result, it causes
natural hazards by
obstructing river
channels, forming
ice-dammed lakes,
which will ultimately
cause GLOFs and
pose threats down-
stream of the water.

6.000 people from
upstream villages and
inundated over 19
kilometers of the
Karakorum Highway.

Recently, global
warming and subse-
quent climate chanﬁe
have increased the
constant state of fear
and the risk of mis-
sive outburst fleod-
ing in the respective
mountamous  region,
The comprehensive
field evidence, local
testimonies by the
natives, modem
applications of
remote sensing, and
cross-correlation fea-
ture-tracking  tech-

advance, near to the

densely  populated
areas of  the
Karakorum region.

By constant observa-
tion of the prevailin

and growing threat o
climate change, it is
airing the endless
future threat only due
to the GLOFs. For
instance, the Indus
River System (IRS
is the jugular vein o

irrigation in Pakistan,
It is providing water
for almost 90% of the
food product in
Pakistan. The ice-
dam formation due to
the GLOFs will slow
down the water flow-

Highway from
Khunjerab to the sea-
ort at Gawadar in
alochistan (CPEC)
on the Indian Ocean.
Therefore, the
smooth running of
the traffic on the
roads 1s the kewvnote
for progressive eco-
nomic development.
While the ice barriers
in rivers due to
frontal advance could
inundate the black-
tops of  the
Karakorum Highway.
The dislocation and
dissolution of roads
will give birth to
never-ending chal-
lenges due to the fac-

nators? Administration provides them with security. whenever they roam Pakistan is a semi- After  meaningful niques provides the ing J]:-ICE downstream. tor of GLOFs.
across the province. Unnecessary protocols and security have already arid country. The analysis, it revealed improved under- And could raise a In the same run
isturbe ine life of th i hi When the | focal and dependent that a surge between standing of glacier deep impasse among these  lakes and
disturbed the routine life of the people across Balochistan, en the : § . .
rovernment removed unnecessary check posts on highways throughout | Source of water is 1998 and 2002 pener- surges and ice-dam the units for water GLOFs  attracted
the province, people appreciated this step taken by (glhiei Minister Mir | from the snow-cov- ated 6 GLOFs. formation disclosed distribution formula. media, political, and
Quddus BiZE,I'IJD S genggEaIayaq agd CIDamaggls by t:;a scale  future In thfi end,nfwﬂl ullu— ]samenttﬁc] [hattentlun
. : e ; . . e orum in the imate Change: threat. mately surface the because of the repeat-
dig?;ﬂg:} opposition should also play a role in ensuring financial ?I?irthcm Hml'eas. Mean}v_hille, rig?r- ; %mcim‘. in challenge of food gd ‘c:-_uH.mrs:.‘_ltS 051 ﬂ?nds.
- : FEiTi g o Zis naous, Jhetum ous  cntical explo- akistan: mnsecurity m 0, 1t needs the heart
G“{::j" B?fﬁr"%ﬁ“ Sdi'ﬁ:“més ﬁ"a“lf:f:ﬂ] crisis, the coalition gnvgmmgn% Chenab, Ravi, and ration of the Allaﬁ:sad It is also noted, his-  Pakistan, blood as well as col-
coupled with the tnendly and powerlul opposition must ensure financial | v, Syqlej rivers flow Lake of Hunza Valley torically, in the The Karakorum lective effective
dtsmplu::ie_. The gﬂvmfmdmem needs to ‘Ed“m non-development expendi- | yhrouph * this area. in Gilgit-Baltistan is Karakorum Range 39 R:mFe, more impor-  efforts to bring down
tyres and mcrease e evelopment budget to improve the socioeconom- | within the water cal-  the distinctive event glaciers are responsi- tantly, 1s the home of  the scale of the future
ic condition of the people. ; . ; : culus, the country’s to justify the future ble for ice-dam for- the anticipating One threat without caus-
The province is lagging behind all other provinces in terms of Key | entire agriculture is threats “of climate mation. On the other Belt One  Road ing infinite miseries.
social indicators including education, health, sanitation. clean drinkin dependant on water change in the center hand, 36 glaciers Initiative (OBOR) by he writer is a
water, etc. The government has to focus on improving governance and | flow from the Indus of freshwater. The build ice barriers in giving with a poten- Public Policy Analyst
reducing non-development expenditures rather than appointing coordi- | river. lake flooding dis- the running rivers tial cormdor through and Lecturer ~at
nators on a mere political basis. Glacial flood out- placed more than due to — frontal the Karakorum BUET, Khuzdar.
In choppy waters Sanitation System

Pakistan is wobbling
in choppy waters, liter-
ally as well as figura-
tively, A natural disaster
has overlapped a politi-
cal crisis. There 15 a
growing sense of fore-
oding about what may
happen during the next
few days. Dark clouds
are hovering on the
horizon. Again, politi-
cally and meteorologi-
cally.

Because of how popu-
lar  imagination s
hooked on politics, not
enough attention 15 paid
by the media to the rain
emergency that has
deepened during  the
ast few weeks There
ave been reports in the
main news bulleting but
almost no mention is
made of the misery of
millions of citizens
ACross wast terrains in
talk shows and other
regul ar features.

And just when the
magnitude of  the
calamity was beginning
to break into the con-
sciousness of our opin-
ion makers, the Shahbaz
Giill episode has sudden-
Iy become the nation’s
oremost precccupation.
For once, this would be
a legitimate distraction,
considering its possible
political  Talloul, The
dramatic developments
that were played out on
Friday are likely io
become a catalyst in the
ongoing power struggle.

In many ways, the 1ni-
tiative rests with Imran
Khan to take decisive
political action. He has
certainly been building
up the tempo with large

public rallies and the
show staged in Lahore
on the eve of the
Independence Day must
have boosted the confi-
dence of his supporters,
It was a well-designed
political extravaganza.
But what happened on
Friday could not have
been a part of any
Elanncd strategy. After
hahbaz Gill's arrest for
allegedly incitin
mutiny  among arme
forces in a statement
telecast live by ARY,
Imran Khan himself and
other PTI leaders were
cautiously  distancing
themselves from the
remarks made by the
party’'s most strident
spokesperson. In  the
Senate, PTI leader
Faisal Javed was cate-
orical in repudiating
the stance that had been
adopted by Shahbaz
Gill. Al this changed on
Frida after  video
recordings of how
Imran an’s. chief of
staff was brought 1o
court  became wiral.
There he was visibly in
Egnn and crying out for
is respiratory mask. A
clip was shared by the
PTI's official Twitter
account, describing the
scene  as “heartbreak-
ing” Irrespective of a
contradictory  statement
of the Islamabad police
and partisan assertions
that Shahbaz Gill had
been certified as healthy
in a medical report, the
visuals and allegations
made by PTI leaders
g:»ermusriy raised  the
issue of torture. kt is
something the federal

government would have
to deal with against the
backdrop of nsing ten-
S10M1E

Imran Khan took the
charge of torture to
another level and said in
a tweet: “All the pic-
tures & wideos show
clearly Gill was tortured
both mentally & physi-
cally incl sexual abuse -
most 100 gruesome (o
relate”. He immediately
went into action and
drove to the Pakistan
Institute of Medical
Sciences (Pims) to see
Shahbaz Gill, where the
PTI leader was sent by
the sessions court.

Mot allowed to meet
his chief of staff, he
announced protest ral-
lies in . support  of
Shahbaz Gill across the
country, with he himself
leadin one in
Islamabad on Saturday
evening. Hence the
threat of public disorder
has become real. That
Punjab is now governed

by the PTI, care of
Parvez  Elahi, may
strenathen Imran

Khan’s hand to some
extent. Yet, there is con-
siderable ambiguity
about how the powers
that be will deal with
the unfolding scenario.
Already, proceedings
against Imran Khan
have been initiated with
reference o the Election
Commission of
Pakistan’s wverdict on
foreign funding and the
Toshakhana case. On
Friday, the ECP issued
notices of Imran Khan,
Fawad Chaudhry and
Asad Umar for making

“intemperate and con-

tempiucus remarks”
against the -electoral
walchdog,

With a renewed focus
on this fateful political
conflict, the rain disas-
ter and massive dismup-
tion in the lives of a
large number of people
will remain somewhat
in the background. Bui
there is one incident that
intertwines the rain dis-
aster with the current

olitical upheaval

omething seems mys-
terious about this con-
nection and how it is
evolving.l am referring
to that tragic helicopter
crash in which we fost

six army personnel,
including Lt-Gen
Sarfraz Ali, This crash

took place in Lasbela, a
district of Balochistan
on the first dayv of this
month. Mow, this was a
flood relief operation
and bad weather was
said to be a reason for
the accident.

Strangely, this heli-
copter crash prompted a
negative campaign in
the social media of such
a nature that the military
authorities had to take
COEMISANCE, In a pPress
conference this week,
Defence Minister
Khawaja Asif blamed
Imran Khan for “patron-
ising” his Chief of Staff
Shahbaz Gill and others
for launching this cam-
paign. In any case, an
extensive investigation
is in progress and some
arrests have been made,

Meanwhile, the full
extent of the devastation
caused by the rains, in

terms of lives lost and
property destroyed, has
not been adequately
explored by the national
media. And more floods
have been predicted in
the coming days. Not
many human stories of
suffering  have been
reported 1o underline
the gravity of this disas-
ter. . .
It is not surprising
that the foreign media
has demonstrated the
right editorial judgment
by giving more attention
to Pakistan’s rain havoc
than to its political cri-
sis. On Wednesday, The
Guardian had a detailed
report with this head-
line: “Pakistan floods
kill 580 and bring mis-
eri 1o millions™. The
sub- said:

heading
“Government accused
of inaction as down-
pours leave schools
destroyed, homes

ruined, crops failing,
and cholera on the rize”,
On July 24 The New
York Times had a story
“Pakistan’s deadly flood
season worsened by cli-
mate change and bad
infrastructure”.

Yes, we do have our
daily clips of the Nood
situation, mainly of
ferocious currents cut-
fing across roads and
I:lr]gges and poor settle-
ments, On Thursday, a
car was swepl away by
the flood waters of
Malir River in Karachi,
with its seven passen-
gers all drowned. But it
was not a lead story and
lacked personal details
about the lives that were
lost.

in Quetta

uetta is the

capital city of
Baluchistan,

the — larzest

rovince of the

] slamice
Republic of Pakistan_ Tt 15
located at an altitude of

1,680 m between the
strategically  important
Bolan and Khojak passes
on the route  fo

Afghanistan, The town
and suburbs have grown
tremendously in the last
20 years, and hold now an
estimated population of
1.2 million. Inadequate
wastewater and solid
waste disposal, storm
water drainage and flood
controd  seriously  affect
the  existing  water
rescurces a5 well as the
urban  environment.
Sanitation refers to pub-
lic health conditions
related to clean drinking
water and &#39;treat-
ment and disposal of

human excreta and
sewage Preventing
human contact wit

feces is part of sanita-
fion, as is hand washing
with soap. Sanitation sys-
tems aim to  protect
human health by provid-
ing a clean

environment that will
stop the transmission of

disease, especially
through the fecal oral
route. For example, diar-

rhes, a main cause of
malnutrition and stunted
Erovnh inchildren, can
e reduced through ade-
quate sanitation, The
unpleasant smell of the
sewame water dismayed
over prevailing unhygien-
ic sanitary _conditions in
?uetta. The  garbage
umped into the drains
daily has fully choked the

already  ineffective sew-

erage system. Sariab
Road, abzal Road,
Brew Road, Spiny
Road, Kasi Road, Mizan
Chowk, Prince HRoad,
Musa Colony, Wahdat
Colony and Mawan Killi

were among the

areas where sewage
water had accumulated
due to choking of the
drainage system. Gn]i,g a
few areas like Satellite
Town, Shahbaz Town
Jinnah Town and Model
Town were established
with some lanning.
There are 315 slums and
underserved areas located
in 44% of the 30 Union
Councils of Cuetta city,
7% slums are not found
in any of the government
records. Quetta city has 2
Million flation out of
which 35% lives in slums
and

underserved areas.
13% residents of these
disadvantaged areas are
temporaril displaced
either in the province or
are of other nationalities
(mostly Afghans). The
rovincial capital  of
alochistan  generates
over 700 tons of solid
waste every day, but the
administration  is. only
capable of disposing of
around 300 tons of it. The
rest of the sewage mean-
ders in the area, while
some of it is used to grow
vegetables As the sewer-
age system is cluglged
dirty water accumulated
on  the streets. People
found it

difficult to walk in
most areas like hikan
Road, Imdad Chowk,
Mission Chowk, Koral
Road, Clawalmandi
Chowk, Brown and

Crarani where the water is
accumulated. On one
side the tall claims of
cleaning the drainaze svs-
tem, while on the other
the dirty water on the
roads had made the life of
shop owners and resi-
dents miserable. People
have demanded of the
Metropolitan officials to
get the sewerage system
cleaned. The dirty water
accumulated on the roads
has  laid bare the
hﬁietrupohtan team’s and
the

authorities’ tall claims
about cleanliness. The
garbage lying by the
roadside also  caused
immense difficulties for
the people. 3o the sug-
ested solution is to stop
umping chemicals and
waste into the environ-
ment, develop sanitation
and raise BWAareness on
best hygiene practices.
Reducing the number of
people practicing open
defecation. Increasing
the number of people
with access to basic sani-
tation  facilities and the
amount of fecal waste
effectively captured and
treated on-site, or col-
lected, transported, and
treated offsite.
Improving the ability of
educational and health
systems to
manage sanitation and
hygiene facilities in
institutions and afford-
ability and availability of
sanitation products and
services, Increasing the
number of people with
safely managed sanifa-
tion services, handwash-
ing with spap at critical
times and the rate of safe
management of house-
hold drinking water

Demographic engineering

Indian authorities have
recently permitied lempo-
rary residents i Indian
Megally Oceupied
Jammu and  Kashmir
(HOJK ) to register as vot-
ers. This is yet another
attempt by the Indian
Eewﬁnmen; to change the

emographic features of
Kashmir,

This move follows the
promulgation of & new
domicile law after the
repeal of Article 370 of
the Indian constitution,
revokin%hthe special sta-
s of the state and its
bifurcation into two terri-
tories. The announced
measure 15 likely to add
2.5 million more voters,
which the local popula-
tion fears would allow the
BIP government to alter
the demographics of the
re‘?lo_n. .

L 15 a simster move 1o
convert  the  Muslim
majority into a minority
in dug course of time and
has rightly been rejected
and  condemned by
Pakistan. The action con-
stitutes the blatant viola-
tion of the CGeneva
Convention and the UN
resolutions  on  the
Kashmir dispute. After
the end of World War [1,
as a consequence of the
initiative taken by the
International Committes
of Red Cross, the
Diplomatic (}unference
for the Establishment of
International Convention
for Protection of Victims
of War was held in
Geneva, which adopted
the  fourth Geneva
Convention on 12 August
1949 It is one of the four
ireaties of the Geneva
Conventions,

While the first three

conventions dealt with
combatants, the fourth
Geneva Convention was
the first to deal with
humanitarian protections
for civilians in a war
zone. Currently, Iib
countries are to the
1949 Pan%ienm-‘a
Conventions,

In 1993, the UN
Secunty Couna] adopted
a report from the secre-
tary gemeral and a com-
mission of experts which
concluded  that  the
Geneva Conventions had
passed into the body of
customary 1I'I1.Ql‘ﬂﬂl10ﬂﬂl
law, thus making them
binding even on non-sig-
natories to the conven-
tions  whenever  they
engage in armed con-

flicts.

Article 27 of the
Geneva IV states:
“Protected persons are
entitled, in all circum-
stances, to respect for
their persons, their hon-
our, their family nghts,
their religious_ convic-
tions and practices, and
their manners and cus-
toms. They shall at all
times be humanely treal-
ed, and shall be protected
C?JCC_W“}' against all acts
of violence or threats
thereof  and  against
insults and public cuniosi-
v

Article 49 of the
Geneva IV says: “The
Occupying Power shall
not deport or transfer
parts of its own civilian
population into the ters-
tory it occupies.” Article
32 of the convention
adds: “The High
Contracting Parties
specifically agree thai
each of them is prohibited
from laking any measure

of such a character as 1o
cause the physical suffer-
ing or extermination of
otected persons in their
ands. This prohibition
applies not only to mur-
der, torture, corporal pun-
ishments ... but also to
any other measures of
brotality by civilian or
military agents ™
Giving voting rights to
non-residents and allow-
mﬁ_ people from  the
Indian mainland to buy
Er{:rpen}' in HOJK is in
reach of Article 49 of
the  fourth
Convention,
_ Indian security forces
in IIOJK are the ocoupy-
ing power by all defini-
tions  singe  Kashmir’s
fate, as per UN resclu-
tions, is to be decided
through a plebiscite held
under the auspices of the
world ho:{l} a Eosﬂr{m
which the UNSC has reit-
erated in its three infor-
mal meetings after the
Modi regime revoked the
state's special status.
After the scrappmﬁ of
Article 370 of the Indian
constitution, the entire
population of Kashmir is
under siege, and they
have been denied contact
with the outside world;
there is a complete lock-
down in the valley, and
people are not even given

Geneva

dccess [0 mosgues.
International media,
human rights organiza-
tions like  Amnesty
International and even

UN Human Rights com-
mission in its reports has
cormoborated blatant vio-
lations of human rights in
HCIE., The discovery of
mass graves at 3% Sites
also lends currency to the
inhumane  treatment of

By Malik Muhammad Ashraf

the local population by
Indian security forces,

Through the foregoing
actions India has not onl
torn asunder the fourt
Geneva Convention but
also pummelled the UN
resolutions with regard to
the  plebiscite = and
breached  international
law with impunity

It 15 indeed regrettable
that ne¢ither the UN nor
the big powers have
shown real interest in
stopping India in its
tracks and resolving the
Kashmir conflict as per
the UN resolutions. Therr
indifference to the devel-
opments taking place in
the valley and the fallout

of those provocative
measures is encouraging
Indian hegemonic

designs in the region.

India is being ruled by
a diehard follower of the
supremacist RSS ideclo-
gy of Hindutva, which
takes inspiration  from
MNazism. It has already
started showing its ugly
face in the form  of
enhanced Indian hostility
towards Pakistan. Indian
leaders have repeatedly
threatened Pakistan of
dire consequence, and on
February 2019, India
made its intentions clear
when it sent planes to
bomb imagined terrorist
camps in Balakot, osten-
sibly in retaliation for the
Pulwama mcident. 1t is
interesting to note that an
Indian journalist close to
the BIP regime later
revealed  that the
Pulwama incident was
stage-managed by the
Modi government to win
elections and find an
excuse 10 take action
against Pakistan,

India has also been
supporting insurgency in
Balochistan and acts of
terronism  throughout the
country  as cormoborated
by the revelations made
by the captured Indian
spy Kulbhushan Thadav.

s it not a pity that a
state which has shown no
respect for UN resolu-
tions, international law
and the fourth Geneva
Convention is being sup-
ported for a permanent
seat in the Security
Council, besides prop-
ping it up as a regional
Superpower through
transfer of nuclear tech-
nology and NSG waiver
in complete violation of
the  MNuclear  Non-
Proliferation Treaty?

They fail to realize that
any such eventuality
would lead to perennial
instability in the region
and foreclose any chance
of resolution of the
Kashmir dispute
_ The Modi govemment
is rightly perceived as a
threat to peace and secu-
rity in  the region.
Pakistan has been persist-
ently warning the world
and the UN about Indian
designs and urging them
to intervene before it 1
too late. ]

Pakistan and India are
nuclear powers, and any
military  confrontation
between them can have
disasirous con Lences
not only for them but also
for the entire region and
beyond. Those who cry
hoarse from every con-
venient rooftop to pro-
nounce their humanitari-
an credentials and adher-
ence to international law,
the UN Charter and
Conventions,

Animal cruelty
in Pakistan

“he indiffer-
ence, callous-
ness, and con-
tempt that so

many people exhibit
toward animals is evil
first because it results in
great suffering in ani-
mals, and second because
ll::t results in an mg::]_lluu]a-
t impoverishment
Diymgie-?'laumar?cs';irit." 1 did
not pen these words,
Albert Einstein did. Islam
also forbids treating ani-
mals cruelly or Killin
them except for food
Zabiha rules stipulate
how an animal to be
slaughtered must not be
misireated or caused
undue pain. Yet, animal
cruelty is rampant and
exists in varied forms in
countries like ours,

We live i a country
where political leaders
have been known to hold
political rallies with
ca%ad and chained lions,
and where animals like
turtles given away as
party favours at chil-
dren’s birthdays, Many
well-to-do people pay a
lot of money to purchase
expensive cats, dogs, or
birds but treat them cal-
lously. Cruelty towards
animals is not the reserve
of rich people only.
Cruelty 10 animals espe-
cially” donkeys, horses
and mules is also wide-
spread. These animals are
overwarked, under-fed,
and harshly beaten by
their owners.

Some recent attempts
at humane dog population
management  and mass
vaccinations in Karachi
have dissipated. Instead,

the recent uproar follow-
ing the negligence of ani-
mal owners and attacks
by puard dogs on pedes-
trians in Karachi
unleashed another unwar-
ranted attacks on dogs all
over the country. Several
neighbourhoods  started
instigating  municipal
organisations to  shoot
stray dogs on sight, Use
of strychnine polson was
once again allowed to
POESON doEs,

There is a general
absence of adequate laws
related to animal welfare
and amimal slaughter, and
the existing laws that
exist are not adequately
implemented, Pakistan’s
Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals Act (1390) aims
to protect many animals,
including - draught ani-
mals. This law is however
outdated and does not
reflect the prevalent sci-
entific, cultural, or com-
mercial compulsions ipera
taining to animal welfare.,
It 15 time to update this
law 1o protect both pet
and wild animals, to insti-
tute mechanisms for their
care, and define conse-
quence for those who are
neglectful towards ani-
mals.

It is encouraging that
the Halal Authority Act
{2015) has not only man-
dated humane ireatment
of animals throughout the
slaughter process, but
also prohibited animals
from seeing one another
being slaughtered,
However, there has been
litile implementation of
this law.

While animal abandon-

Sved Mohammad Ali

ment  is  illegal in
Pakistan, there is scant
regulation on how animal
owners should care for
their animals. Moreover,
zoos across Pakistan are
notorious for their é}um'
conditions, Prompied by
international  criticism
over the Islamabad zoo's
maltreatment of the ele-
hant, Kaavan, the
Islamabad High Court
issued an unprecedented
mhmﬁ last year, It ordered
that the enfire zoo of over
four hundred animals to
be closed and all the ani-
?nﬁ]sdwlthm it to be trans-
erred to & riate
wildlife saqctufrggg?n the
short period of two
monthks, The rush 1o
empty the zoo caused the
death of a pair of lions
which passed away, two
days apart, during their
transfer from the zoo to a
farmhiouse in Kasur city
instead of a sanctuary as
had been directly by the
court.

Pakistan also u.:~§i¢|11ly
needs o enact legislation
detailing specific welfare
requirements for the rear-
ing of farm animals dur-
ing distinct phases of
rearing, transport, and
slaughter. Such require-
menis must be legally
binding and species-spe-
cific and aligned with
international amimal wel-
fare standards. Regular
inspections of farms and
slaughter establishments
would have to be carried
out with a special focus
on animal welfare or the
situation on the ground
will not change for the
better




BISP to release first quarterly
tranche to Kafaalat programme
beneficiaries from Today

[SLAMABAD:
Benazir Income Support
Programme (BISF) is
going 1o release the first
iuarter]y installment of

s 7,000 to the Kafaalat
Fmgramme beneficiaries
or the year 2023 from
Monday

About 7.7 million fam-
ties would receive over
Bs 55 billien in the first
tranche. The beneficianes
women and transgender

hailing from Islamabad,
Pumpab,  Sindh, and
Balochistan would

receive this money from
the payment ceniers or
biometric  automated
teller machines (ATMs)
designated by  Habib

Bank: while in Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa, Azad
Jammu and Kashmir and
Chnloit-Baltistan, the

fundz would be disbursed
through payment centers
or biometric ATMs of
Bank Al-Falah.

Minister for Poverty
Alleviation and Social
Safety and BISP
Chairperson Shazia
Marri, in her messape to
beneficianes, said trans-

paren would  be
ensured at all costs duning
the disbursements o

funds, She asked the bene-
ficiaries to receive their
full installment of Rs
7000 and forget not to
et the pavment receipt

by the quarter concerned.

She further sad neither
there would be a deduc-
tion nor charged any pay-
ment fee on this amount.
“If someone demands any
kind of deduction or fee
for payment, beneficiar-
ies should immediately
report to BISP's toll-free
helpling  0BO028477 or
contact the nearest BISP
Tehsil Office,” she main-
tained.

Shazia Marri warned
the beneficianes that the
messape sent by BISP
would come [rom B171,
and no message from any
other number or code
should be trusted as it is
fake and fraudulent. INP

Structural reforms to ensure

sustainable development in
Pakistan: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD Pakista
n needs to introduce dras-
tic structural reforms to
develop am economic
value proposition that

rovides incentives 1o
inancial markets and pri-
vate investors 1o panici-
pate in sustainable devel-
opment through a strate-
%,:F partnership,

ealthPK reports.

It is time for a structur-
al shift towards innova-
tive financing approaches
for sustaining and eventu-
ally e?andmg the much-
needed targeted invest-
ments in Sustainable
development Goals, set
by the Linited Nations, to
improve the living stan-
dard of the people of the
country.

Haroon Sharif, Senior
Advisor on Financing for
Development at UNDFP,
told ealthPK  that
Pakistan’s  persistent
macroeconomic  imbal-
ances and somewhat
inconsistent imlic}' deci-
sions are to blame for the
country’s financial crises
However, he said that the
government 15 stnving to
revive the Extended Fund
Facility of the
International Monetary
Fund for replenishing the
dwindling reserves of the
country.

“Traditionally,
Pakistan has been financ-
E'lg I|ts Puhgc Sector

evelopment Programme
(PSDP} through its budg-

4
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KARACHI: Workers of Pakistan People's Party hold party flags dur-
ing a rally in Provincial Capital.

etary resources that have
been financed through
revenue collection, which
is less than 11% of its
Gross Domestic Product,
and borrowing from mul-
tilateral banks, There has
been a cut in the dge»-elo]?-
ment budget duning the
past few ifl;ars for balanc-
ing the large fiscal gap
between revenues and
expenditures,” he said.
arpon Sharif said that
the financial sector of the
country is dominated by
commercial banks where
development financing is
subsidised by the state
through priority lending
schemes managed by the
State Bank of Pakistan
“It is the need of the
hour to organise and man-
age the demand side to
demonstrale the potential
of impact investments for

building climate
resilience, technology
adoption,  conmecting

markets and expandin
outreach of health an
educational services,” he
said )

He said that UNDP
Pakistan is leading that
effort and in collabora-
tion with the government.
He said that UNDP has
set l;L]p an SDG Project
Development Facility to
develop debt and equity
financing instruments for
selected sectors  and
schemes. It is meant to
reach out to both local
financial institutions and

international impact
investors with a solid
value proposition to tap
the multi-billion-dollar
investment pool, which
can support millions of
marzinalised people.
“Pakistan’s financial
market is reasonably lig-
uid, private sector-led and
offers possibilities of pro-
fessionally raising capital
for SDG investments. If
technical assistance is
provided and meaningful
Eartnersl::p is facilitated
etween the Global
Investors for Sustaipable
Development  Alliance
(GISD) and leading local
financial  institutions,
there is potential fo struc-
ture debt and equity funds
up to 51 billion to finance
sustainable projects in
priority areas with a
direct impact on SDGs,”
said  the development

expert.

m-tsaid that the way
forward for Pakistan is 1o
develop an  economic
valug proposition that
Fmvldes incentives 1o
inancial markets and pn-
vate investors to partici-
pate in sustainable devel-
opment through a strate-
gic partnership and inno-
vative financial instru-
ments, supported by a
conducive policy frame-
work. He said that it is
time 1o work on a strate-
gic partnership among
policymakers, the private
sector. NP

S herbs for people
with diabetes to prevent
heart attack

Islamabad Heart
attack, sudden cardiac
arrest cases are on Tise
acrass the country and
people with diabetes are
twice at risk. Ayurveda
expert talks about five
herbs for diabetics that
they consume 1o prevent
risk of heart attack.

Heart attack and sud-
den cardiac arrest cases
are on rise across the
country and even younger
{J-eoi'}le leading apparently
nealthy lifestyles are
found 1o have hidden car-
diac issues that some-
times do not have any
symptoms, Covid  has
plaved its own role in
weakening our hearts
while the cockiail of
sedentary  lifestvle and
siress could prove to be
deadly for cardiac health
People with diabetes are
twice at risk of heart
attack or stroke compared
to people who are not suf-
fenng from the metabolic

disorder.

As the diabetes pro-

esses, the heart health
eteriorates and one
becomes susceptible fo
sudden cardiac events
High blood sugar over the
time can damage blood
vessels and the nerves of
the heart. Diabetics have
other complications too
that often accompany the
disease like high blood
pressure which can fur-
ther affect heart function
So, if you have diabetes
and your blood sugar lev-
els remain uncontrolled
most of the times, your
heart is likely to be affect-
ed and it is important for
imu to make approprizte
ifestyle  changes. A
healthy  diet, ~staying
active and lowering siress
levels can help people
with diabetes in not only

maintaining healthy
blood sugar levels but
also  optimum  heart
health.

"People with diabetes
(especially senior citi-
ZEMs) are mMore prone to
heart diseases (high cho-
lesterol,  hypertension
which evenmually leads to
heart attacks) due to
reduced metabolism and
liver function over a peri-
od of time due to being on
diabetes  medications,”
writes Ayurveda expert
Dr Dixa Bhavsar in her
recent Instagram post.

Dr Bhavsar also sug-
ests 3 herbs that can
1elp manage sugar levels
effectively and even pre-
vent heart diseases:

1. Punarnava

It is the best diuretic
which helps reduce sugar
levels, blood pressure and
even cholesterol It is also

good for liver, kidneys
and eves and is useful in

preventing diabetic
retinopathy, and
nephropathy, It also

improves metabolism.
ow to takel NP
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HYDERABAD: A large numbers of citizens gather to buy subsidized sacks of

flour from a sale point at Hussainabad area, in the city.

Iranian held in Germany
suspected of chemical terror plot

BURLIN, :An Iranian man
has been arrested in western
Germany suspected of prepar-
ing an “Islamist attack™ using
cyanide and ricin, police anﬁ
prosecutors said Sunday.

Muenster police and the
Duesseldorl prosecutors’
office said in a press release
that officers searched a resi-
dence in the town of Castrop-
Rauxel for “toxic substances”
intended to carry outl an
attack

The 32-year-old Iranian was
“suspected of having prei:lared
4 serious act of wiolence
threatening the security of the
state by obtaining cyanide and
ricin with a view to commit-
ting an Islamist attack.” said
investigators.

The arrest was carried oul
shortly before midnight on
Saturday evening, a spokes-

woman for the police said
Another person, said to be the
main suspect’s brother, was
also taken into custody during
the operation, she said.

The 32-year-old suspect
will be presented in the com-
ing days to an investigating

judge ahead of possible pre-

trial detention, police said.

Ricin is a highly toxic sub-
stance, which 15 classed as a
“chemical weapon” in
Germany, Similar to cyanide,
ricin can be lethal.

According to local media
reports, the raids were carried
ot by agenls wearing protec-
tive suits, due to the chemical
hazard.

German authorities were
tipped off to the nsk of an
attack with a “chemical
bomb” several days ago by a
foreign intelligence service,

the German daily Bild report-

d

In 2018, a Tunisian man and
his wife were arrested on sus-
Eicion of planning a biological

omb attack in Germany.

The couple, who sympa-
thized with the Daesh group,
were found in possession of
&4 milligrams of ricin in their
Cologne apartment. The man
was sentenced to 10 vears in
prison in 2020, while his wife
received an eight-year sen-
tence.

Germany has been targeted
in recent years by several
Islamist attacks, including a
2016  truck ‘attack on a
Christmas market, that killed
12 people and left dozens
injured. A 13th wvictim died
five wvears later having suf-
fered serious injuries in the
assault OMLINE

Indian troops Kkilling innocent
youth in IIOJK: Saghar

ISLAMABAD: The
Convener of All  Parties
Hurriyat Conference Azad
Jammu and Kashmir (APHC-
AJK)  chapter, Mehmood
Ahmed Saghar has said that the
Indian troops have accelerated
their atrocities in Indian illegal-
Iﬁ' occupied  Jammu  and
Kashmir and are martyring
innocent youth under the guise
of siege and search operations.

Mehmood Ahmed Saghar in
a statement issued in Islamabad
said India is continuously
INCreasing 115 state terrorsm n
OJK and even today two
youth were martyred in Poonch
district while 18 Kashmiris
were arrested from Rajouri dis-
trict. Paying ﬁlnwm tributes to

the martyred youth, he said

India's cruel tactics cannot
change the reality of the
Kashmir dispute and urged
India to give up its oppressive
policy towards Kashmir and
resolve the lingering dispute by
givin Kashmiris their
birthright to self-determination.

The APHC-AJK convener
said India has declared a war
Egalpst the Kashmiris and has
etained thousands of Kashmin
youth in various jails and deten-
tion centers in India and the ter-
ritory. He said that des?ite.lhe
Indian atrocities, the Hurriya
leadership and people were
standing on the sacred mission
of freedom. The Kashmiri peo-
ple should be given the right to
decide their own future, he
added.

Negative policies of
rulers disappointed
masses about country’s
future: Dr. Mughal
{PH#?EAFE fnr;zr hﬁﬂgﬁ;f ﬁi"iﬁfi%ﬁﬁ'éﬂﬁﬁ-f@ﬁ "

the ruling elites have increased the worries of
masses and they are disappointed about future of the

cies

country.

In a statement issued on Sunday, he was of the view
that despite the challenging situation, important eco-
nomic decisions are being l[;:nliticjzed and these wrong

e government, but harming

policies are not benefiting t
the public,

. Dir. Murtaza Mughal said that the economic condi-
tiens of the couniry have been bad for the past several
years, but now the situation has become alarming

adding to the worries of masses
The country's econao
new jobs and existing j

he added.

_The business leader said that the agriculture, indus-
trial and service sectors are in decline and the country’s

rgg' is nosediving, there are no
s are also decreasing in vari-
ous sectors and the country's default has become the
most important issue of discussion among the public,

Mehmood Ahmed Saghar
said implementation of the
United Wations resolutions is
the only solution to the linger-
ing Kashmir dispute. He said
lasting peace will be estab-
lished in South Asia with the
ﬁ.;rt]t:rm:nt of the Kashmir con-

ict.

He demanded of the United
Mations to take notice of the
Indian atrocities in 1IOJK and
resolve the long-pending
Kashmir dispute according to
its approved resolutions.

_ He said that due to India's

1IIr:%u[ oecupation and the non-

resolution of the Kashmir con-

flict, not On}%’ the Kashmin
el

people are suffering from sen-

ous problems but also pose seni-
ous threats to world peace INP

KARACHI: People are busy in buying warm clothes in Landa_llazaar
in Provincial Capital.

Could treating hearing loss
reduce the risk of dementia?

ANTF seizes over
86.3 kg drugs;
arrests two

RAWALPINDI: Anti-MNarcotics
Force (ANF) Pakistan while con-
ducting four counter-narcotics
operations in different areas of the
country seized 863 kg of dmgs
and arrested two drog smugglers,
said an  ANF cadguarters
spokesman here on Sllqda¥._ )

_He informed that ANF D]l]r;lg_a
bid to smuggle drugs concealed in
balloons recovered over 2.5 kg of
lce drug from a parcel being sent
to Ausiralia through a Erwale

Sha

COURET company on rah-e-
Faisal Karachi, :
In another operation, ANF

recovered 723 grams of lee dmug
from another parcel booked for
Australia at a private courier com-
pany in Islamabad. In the third
oFemtian, ANF seized 390 grams
of herin from a parcel contaiming
waist belts, intercepted at a private
courier office in Ding,

The spokesman informed that
ANF in an operation on G T. Road
near Muridke recovered 564 kg
charras and 26.4 kg opium from
secret cavities of a truck and
amrested two smugglers residents
of Khyber All cases have been
resistered at respeclive ANF
Police Stations under CNS Act
1997 while further investigations
are under process. [NP

Sara Malik case:
Father alleges
daughter sexually
assaulted

KARACHI: The father of 22-
vear-old Karachi girl Sara Malik,
who allegedly committed suicide
at Karachi’s Seaview beach, has
claimed that her daughter was sex-
ually assaulted by hospital owner
where she was working as a veteri-

|1al;,' doctor. :
he 22-year-old girl Sara Malik
wenl missing from  Karachi's

Seaview beach on Friday and it
was later transpired by police that
she might have committed suicide
while jumping into the sea. In an

FIR registered with Sahil police
station, the father of the victim girl
alleged that her daughter was

raped by the owner of the veleri-
naty hospital and she might have
committed suicide under mental
stress, {
“Sarah left home on Friday to
perform her duties as a veterinary
doctor mCiJr_Lvare hospital,” he said
in FIR, adding that she had a rela-
tionship with the owner of a veten-
nary Imsejllal located in Karachi's
Defence Nishat Commercial area
Police have arrested the owner
and female staff of hospital on the
complaint of the victim’s father
Police have shifted the body to
Jinnah hospital for aul?psty and
recorded statements of family
members and witnesses. INP

population is getting poor day by day. INP

Punjab govt, PTI to
take legal action
against ECP notification:
Fayyaz Chohan

LAHORE: Spokesperson of Punjab  Chief
Mimister Fayyvazul Hassan Chohan said on Sunday
Punjab government and the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaaf (PT1) leadership will take legal action against
the Election Commission s notification of new
delimmitation of union councils,

Taking to twitter, Fayyazul Hassan said he totally
rejected the umlateral notification of new delimita-
tion of UCs by the ECP. The ECP has tried to
impose its unilateral decision without public opin-
ion,” he added

ECP's unilateral decision is based on bad faith
and 15 taking such steps to benefit a specific politi-
cal party, spokesperson to Punjab CM said.

Fayvaz Chohan further said such decisions of the
Election Commission are a tantamount to robbing
the people of their right to vote Election
Commission is even more terrified than the PDM

“The Punjab government and entire PTI leader-
ship will take legal action against this notification,”
Mr Chohan affirmed. INP

Technology gaining a foothold at

5 I Hq' 5 AMABAD
CCNmOIOEy 15 S3INInNg 4
foothold fﬂnr Paklgg:an o a
solid degree as startups
are using augmented real-
ity (AR), vinual reality
(VR) and extended reali-
ty (XR) in various sectors

o improve  business
methods.

According 1o a report
of  Pakisian Software

Export Board (PSER),
around 40 starups used
these technologies in
eight different sectors in
Pakistan.

The PSEB report says
that the country saw its
first brush with a VR
startup when Aiyin, an
Islamabad-based ed-tech
startup, became the run-

ner-up in the Global
Maker Challenge, and
won RBsl.65 mallion,

The report says that
Palk:siam starups  are
using AR/VR/XR tech-
nologies in the ed-tech,
prop-tech, software hous-
£s,  enlertainment, gam-
ing, health-tech, tourism
BN e-COMImerce,

Wonder Tree is an AR
startup aimed at children
that require special edu-
cation. The startup allows
students to access science
labs using their tech.
Wonder Tree produces
games that help enhance
children’s motor, cogni-
tive, and educational
skills. They have a user
base of more than & 500

children and their gamin
solutions are being us
in 19  hospitals, 57
schools, and 187 houses,
The report says that
Orbit-Ed provides enter-
prises with a VR platfiorm
to optimise the learning
and 1ra1’n1n%_ of their
emplovees. The startup
recently announced its
re-seed round in August
022 led by Boost VC
which brin sﬂlﬂ} its total
funding to §3 000,
Besides EdTech, the
KR industry is also mak-
ing leaps and bounds in

the health-tech sector. In
Movember 2021,
Ziauddin Universit

introduced  Pakistan’s

first YR dental simulator

Pakistani startups: WealthPK

known as  Virteasy
Dental. The tool was
installed at the digital
dental lab at the School of
Dentist 3

In 2022, famous food
and grocery stanup food-
panda used VR to intro-
duce a new system for
onboarding  talent in
Pakistan E'The delivery
aiant used VR glasses to
rive students a feel of the
oodpanda  workplace
during its many job fairs

ner. Zero Density, which
has a cutting-edge virtual
stucio and AR solutions,
will ¥we an edge to TV
broadcasters, media pro-
duction houses, content
generators, and  other
institutions in Pakistan
Tourism has also been a
sweet spot for the VR
imdustry with many using
virtual® reality to give
their customers a feel of
different locations before
they make the trip in per-

held in numerous univer- son.  Companies  like
sities in Sindh’s capital  Virtual Pakistan are sell-
city of Karachi. The VR ing interactive aerial
market saw  another tours, while HD360 cre-
uptick in Pakistan when ates virtual tours on

demand. HD360 has also
created dozens of virtual
tours for factories INP

igisol announced its
Eartn_ershlp with Zero
ensity as a channel part-

ISLAMABAID. As we
get older, most of us
experience a gradual loss
of heanng. One i
3Trusted Source people
ages between 65 and 74
has some hearing loss,
and almost half of those
over 73 have difficulty
hearing. ]

Many people with age-
related” heanng loss, or
presbycusis, find heanng
aids — electronic imple-
ments wom behind or in
the ear — effective
These devices receive
and magnify sound so the
person can hear more
clearly.

Those with more
severe heanng loss or
who_find hcarmﬁ aids
ineffective may benefit
from a cochlear
implantTrusted Source

This is a small surgical
implant that bypasses
damaged portions of the
ear and directly stimu-

lates the auditory nerve

tTHINIﬂT: Children

Signals from the auditory
nerve are then interpreted
by the brain

Hearing  through = a
cochlear implant is differ-
ent from typical hearing,
s0 1t takes hme for & per-
son to become accus-
tomed to hearing with it

ResearchTrusted
Source has suggested that
there may be an associa-
tion between age-related
hearing loss and demen-
tia, afthough a causal
relatmnﬁh:r has not vet
been foun .

MNow, a meta-analysis

by researchers in
Singapore, published in
JAMA Neurology Trusted

Source, has found that
using hearing aids or hav-
ing a cochlear implant to
treal age-related hearning
loss may reduce a per-
son's risk of subsequent
cognitive decline, such as
?EE‘-EM& by as much as
f 8,

“We've seen 1n previ-

selves warm in cold weather in the city.

ous research that sensory
impairments, like hearing
loss, are associated with a
higher risk for dementia.
But this research tells us
that addressing hearin
loss—in this case, wit
hearing restorative
devices such as hearing
alds—may reduce the
risk of cognitive decline.”

_— Dir. Heather Snyder,
vice president of medica
and scientific relations at
Alzheimer’s Association

Hearing loss  and
dementia

Research has shown an
associationTrusted
Source between age-
related heanng loss and
dementia, Although no
causal link has yet been
established, it 15 thought
that hearm%_ loss may
increase the likelihood of
dementia in one of the
following ways:

. Physical
changes in the ear and
brain cortex. INP

are gathered around wooden fire to keep them-
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as a Threat and Opportunity
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Though Balochistan
remained a_ case study of
worsened affected province
of the country by Climate
Change for decades for all
relevant stakeholders from
the Government Academia,
Think Tanks and Civil
Society Organizations
(CS0Os). the occurrence of
current catastrophic floods
in July and August 2022,
jusi after imposed four
emergencies the
Government of Balochistan
for combating the emerged
impacis

of Climate Changes such
as the Sherani Forest Fire,
prolonged drought spell,
spread-out the pandemic in

era Bugti District and Heat
Waves in the second quarter
of the year 2022,

Balochistan, almost half of
Pakistan is  ultimately
exposed and getting the
major stake of climate
change impact in the country
however, some of the adding
multiple factors are igniting
the situation more critica
for the last three decades.
These factors include but are
not limited to:

The disbursed 5% of the

opulation on 44% of the
and of Pakistan is not
allowing the Government to
promote  the society  as
resilient doe to the non-
availability of a huge size of
budget for development. The
maximum dependency of
rural development is on nat-
ural resources ﬁaartlculart};
on  green natural resources
(Water, Rangeland, Forest),
and it resulted in the severe
depletion and degradation of
the natural resources, partic-
ularly where the impact of
climate chan Ige is life-threat-
ening ? The lack of industri-
alization did not allow
urbanization and population

rowth further increased the
epletion and degradation of
green natural resources.

Poor governance
is an obstacle to
using natural
resources

properly

Poor Governance did not
ensure the sustainable use of
natural  resources  and
allowed the manipulators to
exploit the natural resource
in an unsustainable manner
such as through water min-
ing and deforestation 7
Afghan War resulted in the
influx of refupees and it fur-
ther explode the depletion of
natural resources.

Due to a lack of aware-
ness among inhabitants. nat-
ural phenomena have been
intervened, and unnatural
and un ecological
Agriculture practices have
been prompted at a large
scale on the land natured for
rangeland and it put the
province into a highly water-
scarce area in the country. ?
Lack of promotion of alter-
nate energy sources such as
Natural Gas provision to the
rural population, hence the
worst and most critical
weather conditions com-
pelled the population toward
deforestation for the fulfill-
ment of the energy require-
ment.

The situation of the
province with above men-
tioned prevailing addin
factors became deteriorate
with the insertion of the cli-
mate change impact visibly
observed during the last
three decades and it pushed
the province backward, the
least developed and poor
entity of the country.

The impact of climate
change has been summa-
rized as under but it could be
behind:

Prolonged and frequent
emergence of drought spells
pushed the populations
towards fragile and
untouched areas of resources
for their survival and it fur-
ther deteriorates the condi-
tion of rangeland, forest, and

roundwater, 7  These

rought spells pushed the

-

Newly introduced impacts

of climate change

population of the depleted
region towards the fragile
and untouched areas for the
reduction of their poverty
and it further )

deteriorate the condition
of rangeland, forests. and
water. 7 These drought
spells increased the influx of
nomads toward Balochistan,
particularly to the fragile
range areas and the province
which has been already pro-
viding the travel path to
these nomads became under
a catastrophic situation.

Drought spells increased
poverty and 1t increased the
dependency of poor people
on natural resources and the
depletion  of  natural
resources increased day by
day, Time and again occur-
rence of floods due to cli-
mate change the number of
challenges that emerged for
the inhabitants and
increased puverg' at large.
Floods destroyed the cops,
houses and infrastructure,
particularly in rural areas,
and shacked the dreams of
development for the whole
province.

The spread-out
diseases due to
drought spells and
flash floods hit the
Sfarmers’ backbone
of the economy of
the province.

New forms of the impact
of climate change such as
heat waves and forest fires
diverted the struggles of the
Government from develop-
ment towards rescue and
relief and enpaged the deci-
sion and policymakers in
combating these

Newly introduced
impacts of climate
change

The conse%uence of the
impact of Climate Change
in the province

In the milieu of the above-
natrated condition about the
climate change impact, it 1s
obligatory to highlight its
result or outcomes to the
inhabitants of the province
and devise and propose a
viable and practicable strate-
gy for bringing out the
province of such a cata-
strophic situation. Climate
change impact on the one
hand put the population of
the province in a worse crit-
ical and dismal condition
while on other hand provid-
ing opportunities to the deci-
sion makers for convertin
these threats and vulnerabil-
ities into opportunities to
develop the province and
prosperous the inhabitants
of Balochistan,

The damages and losses of
these disastrous events can
be wvisioned by the critical
outcome of the recent flood
of August 2022. For exam-

le, 336 human beings have

gen lost, three hundred
thousand (321019} houses
have been washed and
affected, almost the crops on
an area of six hundred thou-
sand (390439 ha) hectares
have been destroved,
202526 animals have been
killed, the 2221-kilometer
road has been washed or
Ea_rnal'iy damaged and 25
ridges have been ruined
during the floods of 2022. In
addition, 12 thousand people
have migrated and 103
Dames have been damaged
(Survey of Government of
Balochistan Revenue

Department, December
2022). The report of Post
Flood Assessment by the
Planning and Development
Department Government of
Balochistan estimated the
total damages and losses at
890 billion Pak Rupees.
Likewise, during the flood
of 2010, in Naseer Abad
Division, with 97 casunalties
almost 2000 households
became affected. and out of
1,315,342 population
667,951 were flood affected
and the crops on 42124 acres
were damaged and the cost
was estimated that time
5545 million Pak Rupees

(Commissioner otfice
Naseer Abad  Division
2010).

Between 1992-2021, cli-
mate and weather-related
disasters in Pakistan resulted
in a total of 2903 billion in
economic losses (World
Bank). losses While pennin
the result of the impact o
Climate Change in form of
drought, the province has a
long history of droughts but
the severe droughts (1997-
2002) were the longest dry
spells in  many years.
roughts result in a water
shortage for livelihood
activity to a population. In
1997 — 2002, a famine-like
situation emerged due to the

lack of precipitation in the
rE%i:}n. he drought of 1997
002 has been termed one

of the worst in the history of
Balochistan and can be esti-
mated that it reduced the
economic Erowth. rate to 2.6
% during that period. 80% of
Livestock Completely
Perished in severely affected
areas of Balochistan in the
drought spell of 1997-2002.

decision and policymakers,
particularly { ~ the
Government of Balochistan,
For this, it is viable to be
identified and define the
mechanism and rationale of
these advantages of climate
change.

The advantages of
Climate Change are
illustrated and described
as under

1. Awvailability of water
for storage Climate change
provides opportunities for
water storage in_ the
province because it 1is
unanimously agreed at a
global level that climate
change surpasses the fre-
quency of precipitation
while the quantity of rain-
fall remains almost the
same. Flash floods offer
prospects to consume the
water in  bulk through
indigenous methods and
globally tested and prac-
ticed techniques. The
recent floods determined
the demonstration of crops
on a large area of thou-
sands of acres with one
watering of flood especial-
ly in the green belt of the
province (Sibi and MNaseer
Abad Division) and heavy
precipitation substantiates
the recharge of water-pro-
viding sources such as
Karezes and springs partic-
ularly in northern areas of
Balochistan. The indige-
nous methods of irrigation
such as Khushkaba and
Sailaba are now the most
viable and needed practices
for harvesting flood water

According to the figures released by

= 3 S
Government to 0]
better planning and facili-
tating the urban population
in cities,

Although,
urbanization
was being
thought of as an
immense social
challenge for
centuries

Although, urbanization
was being thought of as an
immense social challenge
for centuries, however,
now urbanization 15
believed as a wvaluable
prospect of development

the Ministry of

Finance, the drought caused a loss of PKR 235 billion

to the national exchequer in the year 2000-2002.

The episodic occur-
rence of catastrophic events
as a climate change impact
increased the poverty of the
population of the province
time and again and promot-
ed the indicators of almost
aspects of the society as a
less developed, poor, disad-
vantaged and vulnerable one
in the country and could be
easily observed from the
below map where most of
the Balochistan area is high-
lighted with red color and
red color shows the poverty.
Similarly, the projected
poverty i Balochistan was
estimated the highest in the
country in the below Table.

These consequences of the
impact of climate change
and other multiple factors
explained above on the
province are very alarming
and provide a matter for
concentration to policy and
decision makers and compel
them to find a viable way of
carrying Balochistan out of
this vicious cycle of crisis.

Combating
Strategy to Climate
Change Impact

After the above discus-
sion, there is an alternate
school of thought and it is
based on the idea of climate
change as an opportunity
along with a threat. There is
a number of advantages of
climate change and it 15 ben-
eficial to some extent, par-
licuiarlr in the topography
like Balochistan. In this con-
text for dealing the climate
change as an opportunity, a
comprehensive strateEy is
required to be adapted by the

and hence Government of
Balochistan has initiated
two projects for floodwater
harvesting through
Khushkaba and Sailaba
practices with the support
of the World Bank and
Asian Development Bank
through an  integrated
approach in different river
basins. Likewise, globally
tested and prescribed tech-
niques like “Floodplains”
are being practiced in the
world and China has
reaped the fruitful results
of floodwater harvesting
through Floodplains. The
government of Balochistan
and donor agencies must
concentrate on the applica-
tion of flood water harvest-
ing techniques through a
strong policy formulation
and implementation.

2. Provide opportunities
for urbanization Climate

chan%e distracts the rural
population generally and
creates  migration and

refugees while particularly
in alochistan  climate
change supports the policy
and decision makers for
congregating the scattered
population of the province
which is one of the major
challenges of Balochistan.
Climate change in
Balochistan compelled the
rural population towards
urban areas because of the
scarcity of water during
drought and displacement
of settlements  during
floods and earth quicks
push the rural population
toward cities and it pro-
vides an opportunity for

across the globe (Parag
Khanna 20Z1). In this
milieu, extradentary

achievements in develop-
ment by fast-developing
countries such as
Singapore, China, Malesia,
South Korea, and Middle
Eastern countries are being
followed by all thedevelop-
ing countries in the region.
Therefore, the Government
of Balochistan must avail
the opportunity to the proj-
ect of urbamzation being
promoted by  climate
change.

Diversion of
population
towards alternate
livelihood Climate
change also

pushes the
population

3. Diversion of popula-
tion towards alternate

livelihood Climate change
also pushes the population
towards alternate liveli-
hood. Again, in the a pre-
vailing scenarioc where
most of the rural popula-
tion is totally dependent
on natural resources. cli-
mate change forced the
rural population to adopt
alternate livelihood
opportunities because the
critical calamity events
reduced the carrying
capacity of  natural
resources and could not

N
focus on

livelikood

pro
requirements to a large
population. The best
advantage of climate

change is this diversion of
the rural population from
dependency on natural
resources like water, for-
est, rangeland, agricul-
ture, and livestock
towards modern sources
of livelihood including
businesses, employment,
industry, Technology, IT,
computer sciences, and
others, This diversionen-
sures the transfer ol socie-
ty from one stage of civi-
lization to another,
Especially, in the era of
technology and the
advanced stage of civi-
lization, this diversion of
population towards alter-

nate livelihood must be
projected by the
Government of
Balochistan through a
strong, friendly, and
attractive  policy, and

eventually, it provides the
gap forrevival of the natu-
ral resources already
degraded and depleted by
climate change events.

4. Emergence of a
resilient society Climate
change guarantees a
resilient society after time
and again occurrence of
climate change events. In
Balochistan, the
Government must deliber-
ate on building the society
as climate resilient. In this
regard. the  disasters
resilient settlement, relo-
cation of population and
resettlement particularly
in flood and drought-
prone areas, community
mobilization and strength-
ening, awareness creation,
and many other interven-
tions could be accom-
plished.

5. Promotes national and
provincial harmony
Though climate change
creates devastating disas-
ters sometimes, however,
thethe emergence of such
a situation sensitizes the
nation and the whole
nations moves forward to
support, the affected pop-
ulation by disasters and it
creates  national  and
provincial harmonies and
reduces ethnic differ-
ences, clans adversaries,
regional diversities and
other disagreements.
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