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FECP issues arrest warrants
for Imran. other PTI leaders
in contempt cases

Delay in purchasing wheat
main reason behind flour
crisis in Balochistan

Mews Desk

. PuTEI‘.j“h %cﬁvemment and all this in collaboration
Syed Ali Shah PASCO also failed to pro- § The third ship named with Grwadar
! vide llmf'.'l}" WI;IL".'HI. EU[JP‘J}" King Wink, carrying International  Termanal

QUETTA: Delaved and

to the provincial govern-
less purchase of wheat was ment to overcome the flour
the underlying Teason crisis. PASCO has agreed
behind the prevailing to provide only 200,000
wheat crisis in bags of  wheat to

Balochistan out of a total
demand of 600,000 wheat
bags to the province.
Secretary Food Balochistan
Aﬁ-‘az Khan Mandokhail
told a meeting on Tuesday,

Gichki chairs

Balochistan. The provin-
cial food department pur-
chased only 290,000 bags
of wheat from
Balochistan's green belt
Maseerabad in April last
year. Although, the depari-
ment had to purchase one

million bags of 100kgs .
wheat as per the require- a mﬂ'enng
ment of the province. .
“There was a political [T S e rfgﬂrdfng e
crisis last vear and the . e 31,000 metric tons out of  Limited  (GITL) and
rovincial — government ﬂﬂur CFPISIS total 200,000 tons of urea mﬁlg?ﬂ] Logistics Cell

ailed to give importance
to the wheat purchase”, a

The Principal Secretary

fertilizer imports reached
at Gwadar port on
Tuesday, Janvary 10, The

Gwadar Port has devel-
oped its reputation in the

well-placed official of the to the Chief Minister fg o ship, carrying 32,000 private sector, TCP is
tood department said. He H@Ioc]lnstan, Mir Imran Bions,  berthe “an  importing 200,000 tons of
requested anonymity since Gichki chaired a high- fDecember 29 and the sec-  urea in one case and

he was not authonzed to
speak to the media.

Food department

fails te purchase

1 million 100kgs
bags from the

level meeting to review
the situation %leuekrped in
the aftermath worsening
flour crisis. The meeting
thoroughly reviewed the
flour crisis and made a
number of decisions to
overcome the flour crisis
in Balochisian.

ond ship, carrying 31,500
tons, reached on January
first. )
This is the first time
that Gwadar port has pro-
vided handling, process-
ing and administrative
operations - services to
rading Corporation of
Pakistan (TCP} which

450,000 tons of wheat in
a separate case from
Gwadar port.

Gwadar Port is also
officially bandling and
processing 43 000 metric
tons of wheat impors
because a formal agree-
ment has been signed
between Trading

: longs to the public sec-  Corporation of Pakist
Naseerabad Flour prices skyrocketed E_',"rlmgb B8 Uiy I ‘;;m "$0d  Gwadar
o jouy | recently as the 20-kilo- Eadier. all import con-  International  Terminal
division gram flour bag which was § signments illj'ln:]udin Limited (GITL) with

The Balochistan food
department purchases one

available at Hs 2000 was
now being sold at Rs 3000

import of wheat an
impaort of fertilizer for
varous companies under

which a new chapter of
logistics  activities has
started. According to the

million bags of 100kgs the official mentioned. motion agamst CM Mir er the no-confidence 10 the open market. This Afghan Transit Trade agreement, the official
wheat at per annum from Former Chief Minister Jam Quddus Bizenjo. motion”, he said. has turther compounded Agreement were  processing  time  frame
Maseerabad, Jaffarabad, Kamal Khan and others “Purchasing wheat was The yearly requirement the problems of the masses § processed through  will be befween February

Sohbat Pur and Jhal Magsi
to meet its flour demand,

had announced to submis-
sion of a no-confidence

secondary since the gov- o
ernment was busy to count- 1

f alochistan is
50,00.000  bags. The

already affected by the
worst inflation.

wadar port and was
transferred only to the

1, 2023 and March 31,
2023,

Blast outside a
police station in
Panjgur

From Our Correspondent

A blast rocked Balochistan's Panjgur dis-
trict on Tuesday evering. Police sources said
unknown miscreants lobbed a hand grenade
that exploded near the Panjgur police sta-
tion. The blast smashed the glasses of near-
by buildings. However, there was no human

Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed Bin Salman  has
directed the Saudi Development
Fund (SDF) 1o study increasin
the deposit amount in the State «
Bank of Pakistan (SBP) to $3 hil-

deposit in SBP to $5bn

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in
favour of the Central Bank of
Pakistan which have pruwouslzv

extended on December s
2022 o hit a 35 billion ceiling,’
the report said.

Saudi Arabia mulls increasing

m countries.In 2021, the hSFi'I-IP
signed an agreement with the
SFD» 1o receive $3bn, which
would be placed in the central
bank’s account with an aim to
improve its foreign exchange

. lion, the Saudi Press Agency The move, SPA stat con- reserves Subsequently, in

Imﬁfg ir:gil{klérgfégga‘yéﬁckﬁnhun Bom e {SP,xi) e m’tel]i EE'TI?ESdayPﬁ firmed Saudi Alnirabia‘s pl.'.:{ij{iﬂn m} Sep%em’t:jr 1;:312'!&?& the ?FDE]BLE{E
: F et “His al Highness nce supporting  the economy of confirmed the rollover of a n

spiot. Police reached the spotas an investigs Mohammed in  Salman  bin FaE?ﬁtan and its “sisterly people”.  deposit for one more year. The

tion into the incident went underway Police
started an investigation into the incident,

= '
Retrrey
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Abdulaziz Al Saud, Crown Prince
nngnlﬁyme Minister, na:}\mregted
o menting the Kingdom
of Saydimli:g'abia's _anesu'nm_.ts in
the sisterly Islamic Republic of
Pakistan which have previousl
been anmounced on August 25,
2Q2d2. to reach $10 ballon,” it
sand,

“The crouml__;:érince also direct-
ed the Saudi Development Fund
to study increasing the amount of
the deposit provided by the

Chaos grips Punjab Assembly yét

The development was reached
within the framework of the exist-
ing communication between
Prince  Salman and Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif, it added,

Today's announcement comes
a day after Chief of Arrnz Staff
General Asim Munir — who was
on a week-long official visit to
Saudi Arabia and UAE — held a
meeting with Prince Salman in
Madina and discussed ways to
improve bilateral ties between the

deposit was set to mature on Dec
5, however, on Dec 2 Saudi
Arabia had extended its term.In
the last week of October 2021,
Saudi Arabia had agreed to revive
its financial support to Pakistan,
including about $3bn in safe
deposits and $1.2bn worth of oil
sqﬂjlres on deferred payment
5. The agreement was reached dur-
ing the visit of former prime min-
ister lmran Khan to the kingdom
the same month. Web Desk

PM apprises WB, ADB officials about
rehabilitation of fl

again as lawmakers trade slogans

LAHORE: As Punjab’s political
temperature  remains  hot. the
atrnusghcre inside the provincial
assembly Tuesday once again took
a chaotic turn as the session began
with a three-hour-long delay.

At the start of the session,
resided over by Punjab Assembly
speaker Sibtain Khan, 25 lawmak-

ers of the government and 56 of the
apposition were present inside the
legislative. . )

A day carlier, opposition partiés
raised slogans n the house,
demanding Chief Minister Parvez
Elahi take a vote of confidence.
The session had started with a
delay of two hours and twenty min-
ues

The opposition protested against
the chiet minister for not taking the
vote of confidence. Slogans were
also raised by the treasury members
against Interior Minister Rana

-Mp..ﬂ . --;'

Sanaullah and Special Assistant to
Prime Minister Attaullah Tarar,
who were present in the assembly
on Monday as well,

Today, the assembly’s proceed-
inzs urned into a ruckus as opposi-
tion members slammed copies of
the agenda on the benches causing
i commaotion

The situation turned rough when
the opposition began raising slo-
gans, and those on the tuling seats
retorted at them.

“Opposition should respond 1o
Hamza Shehbaz’s corruption,”
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
lawmaker Sardar  Shahabuddin
Khan Sehir sad while shaming the
Pakistan Muslim League — MNawaz
(PML-MN) members.

Meanwhile, Mian Mehmood-ur-
Rasheed of PTI also criticised the
interior minister, who was seated in
the lobby and later barred from
entering the assembly.

“Our government 15 established
and will [eomplete its tenure],” the
PTI politician said, after which the
speaker adjourned the session for
15 minutes.Later, when the session
resumed, PT1 leader Malik Zaheer
Abbas Khokhar slammed the PML-
N 1m'_r¢wrl|r]:;g to "oppression and
brutality” in_Punjab. h €] demand
an account for the killing of inno-
cent children,” he said, seeking jus-
tice for the victims of the Model
Town incident Web Desk

Pervez Elahi will have to obtain vote of
trust at every cost: Rana Sana Ullah

LAHORE: Law minister Rana
Sana Ulllah has said Pervez Elahi is
|mFm:Ed on Punjab forcibly and he
will have to obtain vote of trust at
EVery cosL

- How the PTI, Pervez Elahi and
his son have plundered Punjab in
the last three months, has no prece-
dence. The trust and aid announced
by the world for Pakistan in

eneva Conference is slap on the
face of those who are running the
campaign about defaulting the
country, he said this while La[k:mﬁ
to media men outside Punja
Assembly (PA) here Tuesday.

Pakistan was expecting 8 billion
dollars  assistance  for  flood
affectees but Pakistan has received
a huge amount of 11 billion dollars
from all over the world, he
remarked This amount is not loan
but it is grant, he added.

Berating Imran Khan he said this
amount 15 meant for steerng the
national economy from the devas-
tation caused by Imrani group. This
amount will make dollar inexpen-
sive and end the inflation,

Criticizing Imran Khan and other
leaders of PTI he said the ire of
eople will go when these prob-

ems are resolved. The fake fame of
Imran tola will meet its doom in
next three months,

We will bring Pakistan to such
level where it was making progress
under the leadership of MNawaz
Sharf. Imrani band devastated
national economy.

The minority government of
Chaudhry Pervez Elahi is imposed
on Punjab at present, he underlined.

They tried to ban my entry into
Punjab Assembly but security per-
sonnel refused to implement their
illegal and unconstitutional steps.

versince they have come to
know they have not desired number
in the house they have started play-
ing tactics against us. They fear that
their theft will be caught, TNP

Geneva: The World
Bank's Vice President
for South Asia Region
Martin Raiser and the
Asian  Development
Bank's Vice President
Operations for South
Asia, Shixin  Chen
called on Prime
Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on the sidelines
of International
Conference on
Resilient Pakistan in
Geneva. )

During the meeting,
the Prime Minister
highlighted the meas-
ures taken by the gov-
ernment tor relief and
rehabilitation of flood
affected people.

He thanked the offi-
cials of both banks for

ISLAMABAD: The
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) on
Tuesday issued balable
arrest’ warranis for PTI
chairman Imran Khan
and party leaders Fawad
Chaudhry and Asad Umar
in cases related to the
contempt of the electoral

bn‘%

¢ order was passed
by a four-member ECP
bench headed by member
Nisar Durrani.

The ECP had in Augusi
and September last year
issued notices, in exercise
of its powers of contempt,
to [mran, Limar,
Chaudhry, Mian Shabbir
Ismail and Danial Khalid
Khokhar for allegedly

contributing 1n  the
efforts for rehabilita-
tion of the flood
affected people

Meanwhile, Foreign
Minister o
Ulzhekistan Bakhtivor

using intemperate lan-
Euagg: against  Chief
lection Commissioner
Sikander Sultan Raja and
the electoral watchdog
Party leaders have
repeatedly  bashed the
commission and Raja
over what they claim s
their partisanship and fre-

Saidov, Britain's
Mimster of State for
Development, Andrew
Mitchell, and Deputy
Administrator of
USAID Isabel
Coleman also sepa-

quently pillory the elec-
toral body as a “sub-
sidiary of the PML-N".

At the previous hear-
ing, the ECP had given
the PTI leaders a last
chance to appear before
the commission, waming
that their absence before
the commission at the

ood affectees

rately called on Prime
Minister Shehbaz
Shanf on the sidelines
of International
Conference an
Resilient Pakistan

- During these meet-
ings, the  Prime
Minister thanked their
countries  for their
contribution in reha-
bilitation of flood
affected people
Pakistan.

He said Pakistan and
its people are grateful
to friendly countries
that stand by it in dif-
ficult times The Prime
Mimster also high-
lighted the steps taken
by the government for
rehabilitation of flood
victims INP

ECP issues arrest warrants for Imran,
other PTI leaders in contempt cases

next hearing on January
17 would result in the
issuance of arrest war-
rants.

Dwuring the hearing on
Tuesday, the ECP Fﬁ?&tl—
ed the pleas of PTI [ead-
ers seeking an exemption
from appeanng before the
commission and issued
arrest warrants for them
against  surety  bonds
worth Rs30,000 each,
The bench, subsequently,
adjourned the hearing till
Jan 17,

Reacting to the devel-
opment, PTI Leader
Asad Umar tweeted that
the ECP, instead of ful-
filling its responsibili-
ties. had indulged in
siich actions. INP




ing the general elections of 20

Editor Asim Khan

Destination of electables is PPP
in Balochistan nowadays

The Pakistan Peoples Party SPPP}, which failed to win a single seat dur-

[l EDITORIAL .o

QUETTA VOICE

2 in Balochistan 15 finally back. Electables,

commonly called the ever-green and influential politicians have been join-

the party for last more than a month The seismic

olitical shift in

1n
Bs%qchistan 15 nothing new. Switching of loyalties and changing political
parties normally take a place before every general election in the province,

which covers half of the coun

Winds of change hiowing in Balochistan =~
Winds « re blowing in Balochistan”, 15 a commonly held
notion n villages and cities of the&mvmce these days Earlier this year, it

“Winds of change are

was the Jamiat ul Ulema e Islam

party. However, PPP filled the vacuum

;0 terms of area.

) with electables jomming the religious

Asif Zardari has no time to visit Balochistan because of crowds join-

EBE the party

PP supremo Asif Al Zardari has no time to wvisit Balochistan to
announce the joining of the electables because of the rush. The
electables/evergreen politicians thronged the Bilawal House in Karach: and

started joming the
there

PP and the party leaders preferred to receive them

Former federal minister Sardar Fateh Muhammad Muhammad Hassani,
his son Umair Muhammad Hassani, Nawabzada Jamal Raisan, the son of
Mawabzada Sira) Baisani, former Balochistan Mimister, Tahir Mehmood

Khan, Mir Mohyuddin Baloch, the former central leader of the Baloch
Students Oroanization (BS0), Mir Fareed Raisani and others joined the

arty in Karachi. Three former provincial ministers including 1

ir Zahoor

uledi, Saleem Khan Khoso and Anf Jan Muhammad Hassan have already

joined the party.

Sardar Noor Ahmed Bnng]ulzni. also joined the PPP

Sardar Noor Ahmed Bangu

za1 who 15 likely to contest elections against

former Chielf Mimster Nawab Muhammad Aslam Raisani in Mastung has

also joined PPP

As the ruling Balochistan Awami Pa.n:yd(BﬂLP} nears its permanent col-

j[e_l]!;lns:: its leaders and workers have starte
¢ BAP, which emerged as the lar
2018 general elections has practical

Y €O

joining other political parties.
i._e,&sl Farham&utary party prior to the
lapsed since its incumbent CM

Mir Quddus Bizenjo. and president Jam Kamal Khan are in contact with
other political parties for joming.

Despite ruling the provinee for five vears, currently, none owns the party
and gradually evervone parts ways with it

The change
constant

By Syed Mohibullah Shah

In 1997, in a meeting with the Pakistam
prime mingster, (ormer Malaysian prime
nunister Mahathir Mohamad said that the

constant change in

exploil the country’'s w

Epoisiic
Mahathar had warmed us.

As Pakistan pulls itself out of the current
dire straits and picks up the pace of devel-
opment, it will again stumble on this stark
realization, A botileneck exits in the way of
accelerating the industnalization of s
e and ;

e of expensive ener-
v and the absence of deepwater poris for
delivering the supplies to its main markes.

Pakistan's power rates are among the
moel expensive in the world, and 015 ports
;ﬁ*,rade. Both

value and
creale the related ecosvstemn withowt which
Pakistan’s dreams of development will not

economy and  trad
momentum in the sh

and harbours need a major
hinder any effort made 1o

materialize.
Pakistan’s fwo
Qasim -

govemments in by
Pakistan would often tum everything
social, economic and investment policies
and programmes — upside down.

He also expressed that there was no con-
tnuity of projects and that if govermment
decizions were arbitrary. no  genuine
investor would come to Pakistan, paving
the way for fly-by- eiﬁln aperators 1o

Tesges,

Did that advice from a succeszful Asian
leader of make any difference to our style
of governance? The answer lies in the fate
of a concrete project — the |
direct investment (FDI) — of Pakistan at the
time. 1t fell viciim to the verv arbitrary and
istic governance against which Dr

orts- — Karachi and
are inadequate to meet the
demands of an accelerated pace of devel-
opment for & number of reasons. And s
third port — Gwadar, which is a deepwater
I:c.r: and has peostratepic signiflicance — is
ocated far away from domestic markets,
which are located around the main railway
line rumning from Karachi 1o Peshawar
Gwadar 1z useful for our fiend China and
will be uzeful for Central Asian Siates as
well, when it iz connected 1o these markets
b the rail and road network. However, this
dream has remained unrealized for many

vears because of the prevailing security
conditions in Afghanistan,

deepwater
I was

est foreign

This leaves us with the two mad
ports of Karachi and Qs
submitted to keeping Pakistan a poor coun-
crawling al a growth rate of three to
four per cent
two inadequate ports will keep it underde-
veloped for an even longer Reriad. Bur if
we are senous about ﬁuii ing.
future for our country and becoming a rap-
idiy advancing economy. our development
priorifies should be cheap energv and a

1 uate
asim If we have
unaffordable enerpy and

ng a better

close 1o our markets,

e recognition of this strategic
bottleneck that led me. as head of the
Board of Investmesnt, to have technical and
commercial data eollected from home and
abroad 1o address both issues, A survey of
Pakistan’s coast ndicated eight locahons
suitable for poris — four on the coast of
Balochistan and four on the coast of Sindh.

The further evaluation of these siles was

investment

camed out under the following six critena;
otential 1o handle ships of up 1o
0 (0wt availability of basic infra-
structure Tor porl construclion; easy con-
nectivity with rail, road or waterways for
Irans porimg carg I
kets: and providing Pakistan a deepwater
port at the lowest cost and in the shortest
possible time. When these criteria were
applied to all eight locations, the one thal
stood cut was Keti Bandar.

According
the Eeti Bany
coal-based power plants was prepared and
marketed with other investment projects (o

o prosimity Lo mam mar-

LIEE an invesiment project of
r de

woler port afomg with

investors m Ewrope, the US, Australia and

den upon Pak

Asia through investiment conferences and
business meetings with potential investors
and chamber leaders. (
dezpite climate conférences, over 50 per
cent of power plants added last vear were
coal-based, an
expected 1o nse further )We finally reached
an agreement in 1996 on the largest FDI
project in Pakistan whose initial invest-
ment was %1 8 billion. Thiz was all direct
foreign investment with no financial bur-
1stan. The power generated
(3200MW) by these power planis was
affordable — at Rs2 4 per unit

e reality 15 that

alier the Ukraine war, are

Balochistan floods:
The tale of pain and
destruction

A month after being
shifted to a newly- con-
structed home, 50 years
old Saeeda Bibi, along
with her two sons an
daughters in law had to
make a midnight esca
from the flood that sub-
merged the entire locality
in the Nawa Kili area of

etta city on the last da
g'l mungu-nn's eight;
spell.

“l was scared all the
time and never thoughi

that 1, with open eyes will
witness the penshing ol

my home that my hus-
band built with hard-
eammed money,” she

recalled the night when
her neighbor knocked at
their door asking to
immediately wacate the
house as gushing water of
deluge had started wash-
ing away homes in_the
suburbs of the main city,
This house was com-
Elerel;,' washed away by
oods in Malik Town
Mawan Killi Quetia

Saeeda’s husband
constructed house

after his retirement
Bibi Saeeda is the wife
of Mohammad Ashfag, a
retired Deputy Director
of Education Department
who after receiving gratu-
ity and benevolent fund
on his retirement, had
constructed  his  own
house on a small piece of
land after spending years
in rented houses.
“Carrying the Holy
Quran, | stayed for a
while in the backyard of
my home, with my eves
towards s]»R' ?lra}'mg to
Almighty Allah, to save
our house and Family,”
she narrated the saga of a
nightmare with tears in
her eyes
. "We have been listen-
ing that floods had
wreaked havoc in green
belt of the province, but
in the history of Quetta,
we had not seen such a
disaster as inflicted by
recent spells of mon-
spon,” she added. )
This  heart-touching
story of Saceda Bibi per-
haps helps understand the
miseries of those bearing
the brunt of devastating
flood with their houses
and valuables inundated
under knee-deep water.

By Azwar Muhammad Aslam

 Land is the most important asset
in an economy, and in most cases is
combined with capital The basis
for considering land as an asset
rests on the svstem of land ttles
whereby an efficient land ttle svs-
tem enzures prompt and secure
transfer of propertv nights and
reduces overall ransaction costs
Conceplualizing the imporiance
of land in an economy 15 important
from the perspective of investment
generation since economic activi-
tres are 10 be camed out on land —
commercial, residential and agri-
culiural, Countless reports cite the
importance of well-defined proper-
t¥ nghts in investment generation.
eflicient
mechanism underpinning land as
an asset o penerate  economic

Unfortunately, this

Technical
engaged in clearing of the
highway in ~Bolan
Balochistan: Photo taken
from social media

Balochistan faced the
brunt of floods

Balochistan  provinge,
having the title of almost
half of Pakistan had badly

suffered from the eight
monsoon  spells, over-
whelming in magnitude
and severity. It swept
away the kith and kin of
the survivors, their catile,
houses and crops

“It was unprecedented
We had never even

thought of such a disas-
ter,” said 70 years old
Abdul Ali, a resident of
the Pashtoonabad area in
Quetta. “1 spent my life
here. We came across
many calamities. But, it
was disastrous.”

He appealed to the fed-

= IR o S R T
eral and provincial gov-
emments for early relief
as hundreds of thousands
of people were forced to
stay under the open sky
direly needing food and
shelter

Director General
Provineial Disaster
Authority

Management

Ahmed MNasar
that  mon-stop

Maseer
stated

heavy downpours, uncon-
trolled waves of water
and gushing hill torrents
had so far claimed around
250 lives with thousands
injured and displaced
Agriculture

Sector

destroyed
The catastrophe left
some 61718 houses dam-

aged, 143936 livestock
ead and about 19¢ thou-
sand acres of agriculture
land badly affected.
“The loss only incurred
to the agriculture sector

QUETTA: (APP):

By Abdul Shakoor Khan

of Balochistan is estimat-
ed as Rs 98 billion.” said
Director General
Agricultural Balochistan
Abdul  Wahab Kakar,
“The flood has damagzed
crops, orchards, 15800
tube wells, ponds and
solar systems on_an ares
of 190,004 acres.”

Lasbella, Bolan,
MNaseerbad, Jaffarabad,
Sohbatpur, Kachi, Jhal
Magsi, Kohlu,  Dera
Bugti,  Sibi, uerta,
Pishin, Qila Abdullah,
gulla Saifullah, Lorali,

arnat, Zhob were some
of the worst affected dis-
tricts.

Hundreds of families
of Naseerabad division
have taken refuge along
the highways as their
houses  are  still  sub-
merged in the flood water
receding very slowly.

Meanwhile, the federal
and provincial govern-
ments, jawans of Armed
Forces, NDMA, Frontier
Constabulry  and  civil
spciety ‘organizations
have = accelerated  the
relief. operation, daring
the challenging situation
due to collapse of road
infrastructure, connecting
highways and bridges.

lochistan  discon-
nected from rest of the
country for more than a
week :

Balochistan is almost
cut off from Punjab, KP
and Sindh provinces due
to the collapse of bridges
on  Quetta-£Zhob-Dana

Sar-Dera lsmail Khan
road; uetta-Loralgi-
Dera  Ghazi Khan;,

Quetta-Khuzdar-Karachi,
and Quetta-Sibi-Jacaboa

roads :
_ Although, the authori-
ties  have  partially
restored  the Quetta-
Karachi highway, vet the
people have been advised
io awvoid unnecessary
1:&-«&1111%. & ;

“My Tamily is stuck in
Diera Murad Jamli area of
Maseerabad due to dam-
aged infrastructure and [
am helpless to reach there
and bring them along”
Abdul

Razag, a government
official in Quetta said.

It is vet another dilem-
ma that most parts of the
provinee are without gas,
electricity, internet and

Property rights

The title of p

praperty and

activity 15 absent in Pakistan, pri-
marily dug (o the absence of secure
land “titles. TInsecurity leads to
uncertainty in the unlization of
land-based assets. and this uncer-  depa
tainty further increases the nisk and
repels investment in land,

Thus, the contemporary sysiem
of land titles in Pakistan slows the
redistribution of wealth, increases
unnecessary litigation, creates a
haostile environment For investmint
and affects economic growth

valid if there is clear proof of devo-
lution and clear description of the
sesgion of the land
in question, In Pakistan, vernfica-
tion of the tifle is carnied owt by the
buver on its own, with no assur-
ance from the state. Grievance
redrezsal [orums - courns - come
in action only in case of dispute,

riv 15 only

profonged,

Henice, concealment of informa-
lion ot the time of conveyvance is Iwmess.'l'his complex nature of the
possible by the party with more

information. owing o
riments for record k
ultimately using 1t for self-advan-
tage and giving nse 1o the problem
ol informalion a5y mmery.

In the case of dispute in the title
of land, venfication of the proper-
tv throush the proof of devalution
in the courts remains a difficull
task, This is due to the use of the
iraditional paper-based record svs-
teml, which lies with various gov-
emment departments. Therefore,
matters related to land -are often
creating  backlog,
alfecting the efficiency of the
courts and imposing an op)
ty cost both on the judici
in terms of time and on land as
most cases it stays idle. constrain-

various  shape
ing.

venfy

dated.

menis

riumni-
system
as in

cellular services. Rain
and floeds have damaged
two out of the total three
fiber optical cables, 24-
inch  wide gas main
ipeline and 132 KV
%ueila—ﬁim and 220
adu-Khuzdar electricity
towers rendering people
helpless
izenjo says floods
incurre losses  of
Rs.200bs
“Heavy downpour and
floods have incurred loss-
es of over Rs 200 billion
o the province,” Chief

Minister Balochistan
Abdul udus  Bizenjo
said. “The wvolume of

calamity is colossal and
we do not have enough
resources to fight it, com-
pensate the affected pnﬁr—
ulation and restore the
damaged infrastructure,”

“It may take vears for
the provingial govem-
ment to repair and reha-
bilitate the damaged
infrastructure,” he told
media recently,

“We are in dire need of
help to relieve our people
from this calamity,” he
said urging international
financia institutions,
donors and humanitarian
organizations to lend a
hand with the federal and
provincial govermnments
in relief operations for the
calamity-stricken people,

Bizenjo  acclaimed
Prime_Minister Shehbaz
Shanif’s personal endeav-
ors for speedy relief, as
well as the announcement
of compensation for the
affected families as the
Prime Minister and Army
Chief General CQamar
Javed Bajwa personally,
visited the affected areas
to share the grief of
affected people. :

“The  compensation
and relief announced for
the Balochistan Ip&nple
are welcoming, [t will
mitigate the suffering of
the people and help carry
on relief operation.” he
said

Though the monsoon
spelis are over, the misery
and plight are not yet.
Calamity-stricken people
need immediate relief and
rehabilitation of indra-
struciure thereon 1o bring
normaley to their lives,
Let us all join hands in
this hour of need.

ing investments and growth in the

and title svstem adds costs in the

of information and time

costs, and above all, the need to

the record from various

departmenis leaves moom for third
party intrusion. In mosl cases, dus
to the lack of integration among
departments, the records are oul-
_ All of the above-mentioned
issues anse due to the deed regis-
tration svstem. Al present, insiru-

like transfer deeds, muta-

tion, etc are (o be regisiered instead
of the transition of title to land in
absolute terms. All these problems
can be eliminated il govemmenlt-
backed security through trans-
parency in the land tide syvsiem is
provided. Title security means a
person or _individual cannot be
stnipped off histher

How Pakistan wasted Guterres
and Geneva

By Mosharraf Zaidi

Yesterday, the lslamic
Republic of Pakistan.
along  with the United
Mations, ¢o-hosted a con-
ference on the rehabilita-
fion and reconstruction of
the country s flood affected

araps
The superfloods of 2022
were historic in nature and
the blame for the kind of
climate chanpe that caused
these foods lies largely
with the high-emissions
economies that have grown
al the expenss of the plan-
et’'s  more  vulnerable
places: Pakistan iz and wall
remain one of thoze ][g]aces
for the rest of vour life.
Climate vulnerability is
nol going 1o go awsy, no
matter how many confer-
ences  Pakistan  hosts.
Perhaps, therefore ironical-
Iv, Pakistan's 2022 super-
floods Geneva conference
was in [act not a confer-
ence about climate change
but rather & conversation
betwesn Pakistan and the
supposed donors that wall
coniribute 1o the effort ©
rehabilitate, rebuild and
reconstruct Mlood damaged
infrastructure in the coun-

Iy . ,

Any international con-
ference  that focuses
squarely  on Pakistan

should be seen as a&mcn;l
thing, but 1t would be
disimgenuous to ling up
overly saccharing congral-
ulatory messages for the
Pakistani govemmenl for
co-hosting the Geneva con-
ference. The fact that this
conference took place iz
largely down to the deep
respect and compassion for
the Pakistani people of one

individual. That individual
i5 the Former head of
Socialist Intermational, the

former prime minister of
Portugal.  the  former
United Nations liirug,h
Commissioner or

Refugees (UNHCR), and
the current UN szecretary
ceneral, Antonio Guterres,
Why does Guterres have
this unique and rare rela-
tionzhip with the Pakistam
eaple? For n decade,

wieen 2005 and 2015,
Gulerres's work as the
UMHCE boss brought him
1o Pakistan  numerous
times. The Pakistani expe-
rience of hosting Afghan
refupees  (despite  the
effors of mindless avilian
and military bureaucrats to
undermine it through col-
lective punishment for
Afghans whenever
Islamabad and Kabul dis-
agree) is 4 global standou
for its depth. s duration
and 115 consistency. It also
happens to be the case thal
Guterres is deeply person-
ally committed 1o climaia
change. The Pakistani
superflloods  of 2022
offerad him an opportunity
to showcase the inlense
suffering that climate
change 15 capable of cans-
ing.
Combined with his
socialist background,
Guterres’s personal sense
of compassion for Pakistan
iz what has dnven the con-
tinued global spotlight — as
dim_as it has been - on
Pakistani suffering caused
bw the 2022 superfloods.
As [uck would have it
Pakistan also held the
chairpersonship of the G-
77 during COP27. As the
Global South’s  premier

spokesperson, and anmudst
what could be interpreted
by some as an effort by the
intemational community o
offer Pakistan intemational
visibility concurrent 1o
India’s chairing of the G20
this vear, Pakistan treaded
a rare diplomatic opportu-
nity through the last sever-
al manths,

The combination of the

2022 superfloods,
Pakistans chairing of the
GT7 and Antonio

Guterres’s intense lobhy-
ing for Pakistanis, offered
the governmen! of Pakistan
the rare oppartunity o
engage with the inlema-
tional community on an
issie that 15, for the most
part, independent of the
Afghanistan ceniric l'||IJ'
tions of regionat and global
stability. This i an impor-
tant foomote 1o the events
of the fast several months,
as far as Pakistan’s intema-
fional standing is con-
cerned — because Pakistani
strategisls in and outside
govemment (inclueding this
one} have spent at least
four decades lamenting the
cruglty of the geopolitical
burden of being a neigh-
bour 1o the tnple threal of
Afchamstan,  Iran  and
India,

he lament has always
been: why can’t the inter-
national COmMMmunity
engage with Pakistan on
something other than
Afghamistan, other than
terrorism, other than couni-
er insurgency? Why can't
the rest of the world
engape with Pakistan on
something that matters For
Pakistanis”?

S0 where were Pakistani
sirategists in late 2022 and

2023 as Gulerres + super-
Noods + G777 all converped
to shing the spoflight on
something that matters for
Pakistanis?

Since most Pakistani
strategists arg former mili-
tary officials. mosi were
busv trying 1o hide whilst
their institution and leadear-
ship was being skewered in
the carefully ourated
ecosvsiem of pro<Imran
Khan  television  talks
shows, WhatsApp groups
and  Twitter  spaces,
Remember: before the del-
uge of August 2022, there
was the tsunami of the
flood of tears in Insafi
Pakistan a wondrous
place’ where, prior to the
volg  of  no-confidence,
most  of the available
Pakistani strategic carbo-
hydrates were being con-
sumed to prop up the
notion of Imran Khan as
the ultimate saviour for
Pakistan.

Whatever remains of
Pakistani  =strategicdom
bevond Insali guardrails is
on-epic mess. Those with
even a remote sense ol eco-
nomic cvcles and policy
know that the Ishag Dar
subsidy now rivals the
Tarin subsidy — bul most
are either personally too
aggrieved by the Insafi
hordes 1o say so clearly, or
with no clear altematives,
are too conscious of under-
mining an already very
weak and vulnerable coali-
mon

Those with democratic
and federalizi values writhe
agonisingly af the consiant
attempls by this coalition
govemment to conlinue 1o
run Pakistan like its prede-
cessor PTI govemment; a

unitary republic.  where
Islamabad plus Rowalpindi
plus Aabpara have the
agencv, legitimacy and
capability to run the coun-
try {they do not). In all this,
the 2022 superfloods have
been relepated to Division
Three status: neither super.
nor floods — barely an
astenisk, even [or those
invesied in the environ-
ment and climate beat.

To top off the lack of
coherence and focus across
the strategic community,
the govemment must also
suffer many seli~inflicted
wounds, chiel among them
being a dissonant and dis-
parate cabinet in which ong
federal munister operates
entirely independently  of
the other and the other
operates entirely independ-
ently of the next

The prime minister -
desperately  lacking the
support of even his own
brother and miece — started
his term hamstrung by the
counterintuitive effort of
the Shanfs in London 1o try
1o out-lmran Khan, Imran
Khan, This desperation
continues, as the PML-N
London believes it can

effectively  tackle the
hvdrozen b of inflation
that has been detonated

upon Pakistan's 234 mil-
lion people, first in the
spring of 2022, then again
in the summer of 2022, and
coming soon, before the
end of winter 2022-2023
The instrument it wields in
lr_'-'lnF, to tackle inflation is
the late 90z bombast of
older-than-theyv-look
dinosaurs roaring valiantly
at the IMF and anvone else
that dares 10 pomnt out the
unsustainablity.

Public display
of chutzpah

rowing up in
Charsadda, as
a4 young slu-

dent we liked
{o repeat a joke everytime
We Came ACToss any man
with a beard who would
either drive lis car care-
lessly or indulge in some
ridiculous act. The joke
was  just four Pashio
waords but the storv and
history  behind those
words  was  common
knowledge and so people
understood the context
everylims we uliered
those words, which are
Sheikh pa ghalata de. It
translates literally as “the
bearded one is in the
wrong”.

Adttaullah Tarar sporis a
beard and shaves his mus-
tache. Muslim men do
this kegping in line with
the seriousness and depth
of their faith, However,
he has indulged in
uncouth and irreligious
behaviour. Fathers who
may have asked their sons
and daughters to keep
watching and reading
news so as o prepare [or
the C85 exam must have
felt very uncomforiable
walching this public dis-
play of an act, which is
usually the sl of adult

entertainment.
There iz another
Charsadda joke.

Whenever anv bearded
man indulges in some
irreligious  or  immoral
behaviour, the oft-repeal-
ed joke 15 that he 15
exempt from any reper-
cussions because he halds
the licence for being
ridiculons and immoral,
which iz an indirect refer-

ence to hig beard. It wasa
double-edged swiard
One, anylhing the labeled
pious did was right by
default. Two. don’t dare
criticize the bearded ones
az  their szelf-righteous
mindset is unstoppable
and dangerous. Perhaps
this second joke is more
relevant here. Because we
have kind of Forgotten
that the same Atlia Tarar
some weeks ago openly
threatened anvone who
may dare call him a lota.
Public display of disre-
spect of profanity toward
any  Taith or God is
regarded as blasphemous
The people who adhere to
the faith that is targeted
by the blasphemy fesl
humiliated and resentful.
One could argue that faith
is o sacred as well as a
private maller because it
15 one human’s connec-
tion and contract with his
Creator. We can disagree
with an act of blasphemy
bul we are nol to judge
someone’s  actions  or
validity of their faith
because  that work is
reserved for our Creator,
An elecied or a govern-
ment official takes oath of
alfice 1o protect a docu-
ment where the nghis of
the people are enshnned
Thal iz a contract between
the official and the siate
as well as the people
Diusgracing the Holy Book
15 \H'I'GI‘.I‘F and immaral but
that is for the Creator to
punish not us because thal
15 a violation of the rela-
fionship between man and
his Creator. Disgracing
the =acred document
called the Constitution is

a violation of the contract
made with the people
Even the Haoly Book
emphasises on the nighis
of the people more than
on the richts our Creator
has over us. Il iz called
Hugoog-ul-ibaad e the
rights of the people.

The bearded
spokesperson. of  the
Funjab government has

openly displaved [lthy
profanity  for the verv
document. whic

enshrines the nghts the
people have over him as a
govemment official It is
nol the violation ol a spe-
cific right but rather the
wholesale mockery of
whatever rights the peo-
ple may think they have.

Perhaps, this public
display of chutzpah is
coming from a greater
belief of impunity. This
middle finger is nol only
a mockery af the suppos-
edly sacred document but
also an indication of mas-
sive support from those
who are usually in the
businesz of raising the
finger as a third umpire
Speaking of which, there
was a lot of noise when
Imran Khan some vears
ago had said that the third
umpire had raised his fin-
ger. Somehow, there is
not much noise at this fin-
oar rasing as if it is some
gort of a halal finger

The violation ol the
Consutution uvsed (o be
benignly  labeled as
‘Dociring of MNecessity'
That is obsolete now
because now our politi-
cians just middle finger
the Constitution.  Ah.
those good ol dayvs!
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PUGC & PITB sign
MoU to promote
entrepreneurship, establish
Regional Plan9 Centre

LAHORE:  Punjab
University  Guyranwala
Campus ~ and = Punjab
Information Technology
Board on Tuesday signed
an agreement to promote
L:nTrcFrl.'m.:uFS_]'Hl) and
establish Regcional Plan9
Centre
Campus.

In this regard, the
Memorandum cof
Understanding  signing
ceremony was held in the
committee room of the
Vice-Chancellor's office.
On this oceasion, PU VC
Prof D Asghar Zaidi, DG

at  Gujranwala

Gujranwala Campus Prof

Dr  Naveed Ahmed,
Director External
Linkages Dr Soabia

Khurram and others were
present

Speaking on the occa-
sign, Dr Zaidi said that
with this agreement, the
students of  Pumjab
University and the yvouth
of the ares would zet an
opportunity 1o start their
own business. He said
that Plan® team and PU
students would work on
innovations  and  make
this project successiul

He said that the estab-
lishment of Resional
Plan9 Incubation Center
at Guiranwala Campus
would also  solve the
employment problems of

tth)'uuTh S

r. Zadi  lauded
PITB's Regional PFlan%
project and said that PU
would play its role to
realize  the  motives
behind the project. He
also directed the officials
concerned to prepare cur-
riculum for promotion of
entrepreneurship culture
under Plan9 1N

Pakistan business forum
terms Geneva conference as
big success for country

Karachi President ol

Pakistan Businesses
Forum (PBF) Mian
Usman  Zulfigar on

Tuesday lauded the gov-
ernment  efforts  and
expressed gratitude to
countries and aid agen-
cies for making the inter-
national conference in
Geneva, Switzerland, on
Pakistan’s post-flood
challenges a success.

Az Pakistan secured
around 10 billion dollars
in pledges from interna-
tional financial institu-
tions, donor agencies and
de»'t:l'{ypmem partners for
the rehabilitaion, recov-
ery and reconstruction of
flood-affected areas, dur-
ing the Intermational
Conference on Climate
Resilience

“A big thank you to
heads of states and gov-
ernments, the BEuropean
Union (ELT), our develop-
ment partners and the
United Nations I(-LUN for
making esilient
Pakistan Conference a
resounding success,”

Also thanked the glob-
al and national media for
effectively  highlighting
the cause of humanity
and climate change.

PBF President also
stressed the need for tak-
ing serious measures, as
the current economic sit-
uation, forced commer-
cial hanks to be selective
in opening LOCs even for

ISLAMABAD: Faizal Karim Kundi, Min

sectors such as health-
care, as it has been unable
to open Letters of Credit
(LCs) as per its usual
banking cycle.

It's time to have a con-
sensus on ‘Charter of
economy’ of 20 years and
it should be a consensus
document consists of all
stakeholders,  political
and military

“Signing a charter of
economy to achieve that
should be one of the top
priorities of all political
parties, They should put
their rivalry and bicker-
ing aside o come on the
same  page  for  the
nation’s economic and
social well-being. For
without that, no sustain-
able development was
possible”

He lamented that the
economists foresee an
imminent humanitarian
and healtheare crisis in
Pakistan unless prompt
actions are taken by the
State Bank of Pakistan,
Ministry of Finance and
other institutions to avert
the disaster

He said that the rupee
still continues 1o witness
volatile trend n the
process of trading against
dollar and other major
currencies. He observed
that having a clear policy
to curb the volatility in
exchange market, the
central bank should be
fully geared 1o act and

stcr F State for Poverty

momitor the movements
more  vigilantly  and
should be ahead of the
curve as they have more
information than an aver-
age market player.

PBF President said that
the economic activities in
the country have already
been sevérely affected
Major industries, includ-
ing car manufacturing
companies, have tem-
porarly closed  their
plants  due to import
restrictions  which needs
to be look afier by the
government,

He said that Pak
Suzuki Motor Company
Ltd has extended plant
shutdown from Jan 9-13
due to a continued short-
age of imported parts.

ue to the continued
shortage of inventory
level, the management of
the company has decided
to extend the shutdown of
the automobile plant from
January 9, 2023,

Earlier. the company
suspended  production
activities from Jan 2-6,
The firm stated that its
supply chain is afTecting
due to restrictions of the
State Bank of Pakistan
(SBF) .

The export consign-
ments are affecting due to
the conditional permis-
sion, said the company,
adding that the restriction
damaged the inventory,
Previously INP

)

Alleviation & Social Safety addressing a press conference,

PO among 10 outlaws

-

Government subsidized flour from delivery truck.

China pledges additional
aid of $100 million for flood
victims in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: China 15
Fledglng an additional 100 mil-
ion to continue supporting
Pakistan's recovery efforts from
the devastatimg 2022 floods,
announced Luo Zheohui, chair-
man of the China International
Development Cooperation
Agency (CIDCAY, while attend-
ing the International Conference
on Climate-Resilient Pakistan
held in Geneva, according to
China Economic Net {CJ:'NE

Officials from some 40
countries as well as private
donors and international finan-
cial institutions are gathenng for
& meeting in Geneva on January
9 as Islamabad secks help cover-
ing around half of a total recov-
ery bill of $16.3 billion.

This funding reinforces
China's commitment to the

Pakistani people and will help
address the climate crisis.

When coupled with the nearly
5200 million in flood relief pro-
vided before from the Chinese
rovernment, this brings the total

‘hina commitment o date 1o
nearly 300 million. ;

Also, China wall help Pakistan
train 1000 technicians and offi-
cials in disaster prevention and
reduction from 2023 to 2025,
Luo added.

Luo neted that China can real-
ly empathize with Pakistan,
which is suffering from foods
unseen in  several decades.
China has embarked on post-dis-
aster  reconstruction  projects
such as smart hydrology, shelter
and mobile medical vehicles.
China will continue to provide
real-time weather and disaster

KARACHI: A man carrying flour bag going toward home after buying

early warning services and share
post-disaster . reconstruction
experience with Pakistan, he
pinpointed, ) —

esponding 1o this, Pakistani
Prime Minister noted in his
Twitter account that the world
has witnessed how nations can
come together in a show of soli-
darity to create a model of a
“win-win partnership” to lift suf-
fering humanity out of tragedy.
"l was deeply moved by the
compassion _on d:ﬁq_la_v at
Geneva Conference Together
we will rebuild lives and hopes,”
he added Pakistan said _that
donors had committed to giving
more than 8 billion to Figc]p it
recover from last vear's devas-
tating floods in what is seen as a
major test for those who pay for
climate disasters. [NP

WAPDA awards Rs 11.922 bin
contract for Mangla
Refurbishment Project

ISLAMABAD: Water and
Power Development Authority
{WAPDA) has awarded Rs
11.922 billion contract for
Package XI of Mangla
Refurbishment Project for Units
9 and 10 to G.E Hydro France

The contract includes manu-
facturing, supply, installation
and commissioning of the two
units, says a press release issued
here on Tuesday.

General Manager (Hydel)
Development, WAPDA, lhsan
Lllah and representative of GE
Hydre France Abubakar signed
the agreement in that regard, the
press release added

WAPDA Chairman Lt Gen.
{Retd) Sajjad Ghani , Member

(Power) WAPDA Jamil Akhtar,
El'mec:_ director of Mangla

efurhishment Project, senior
officers, representatives of the
consultants, and the contractors
were also present on the occa-
S100n

"WAPDA is implementing
Mangla Refurbishment Project
with an approved PC-1 cost of
Rs 52 224 hillion. The project is
being carried out in various
phases, wherein the generating
units are to be refurbished by
cloging down one tunnel (two
generating units) at a time”, it
said “The refurbishment works
have bean divided into 11 differ-
=101 Eacka 25 Prior to signing of
Package XI, as many as nine

Karachi weather update:
cold winds to grip city
from January 12

KARACHI: Another cold spell is expected 1o
hit Karachi from January 12, citing weather

department.
ccording o

January 12 and 17,

The temperature in Sindh can drop to as low as
3°C during this period after a westerly system
entered the province via Balochistan, said PMD.

According to the met department, temperatures
in Karachi, Hyderabad, Thatta an
Muhammad Khan are likely to reach below 53°C
whereas in Shaheed Benazirabad, Noshero Feroz,
Khairpur, Sukkur, Ghotki, and Sanghar the tem-
perature will touch 3°C during the said periad.

The mercury levels in the northern Sindh dis-
tricts of Larkana, Kashmore, Jacobabad, Qambar

Pakistan
Department {PMDY, cold weather is likely to grip
Karachi and other parts of the province between

Meteorological

Tando

other packages have already
been awarded, while works on
four packages have been com-
leted. Refurbishment of the
irst two units was completed in
2022, while refurbishment of all
10 generating units is likely to
be accomplished by vear 2026-
277, 1t said. i
Mangla .  Refurbishment
Project, on its completion, will

enhance generation capacity of

the existing Mangla Hydel
Power Station from (000
megawatls (MW) to 1310 MW
thus adding 310 MW additional
power with an average 1,610
million units of addinonal ener-
E}-_E]]}er annum to the Mational
rid INP

PU issues LLB
online admission
schedule

LAHORE: Punjab Umniversity
Department of Examinations on
Tuesday issued the schedule for
online submission of admission
forms & fee for LLB (3-year) Pan-
I, 11 & T supplementary examina-
tign 2022 andpl LB (5-vear} Pan-1,
I, 1L IV & vV supplementary
examination 2022,

According to details, the last
date for receipt of online admis-
sion forms with single fee of said
exams for late college candidates
is January 23, 2023~

Detasls  are  available  a
wnw pu, edu, pk ITNP

ANF seizes over 1011 kg
drugs worth US$18.42m

RAWALPINDI: Anti-Narcotics
Force (AMNF) Pakistan has seized
1011977 ? drug, 15 bottles of
alcohol and 122 canes of beer
worth UUS$18.42 million interna-
tionally, arrested 26  accused
including a woman and an Afghan
national, impounded 10 vehicles
while conducting 23 counter-nar-
cotics operations throughout the
country during last week:

According 1o an ANF
Headguarters  spokesman,  the
sefzed des comprised 14 896 }:1;1[
heroin, 831,726 kg hashish, 11,153
k;}a methamphetamine  (ice),
115200 kﬁ, ﬂrlum, 39 kg pDEH

ot L4

straw, 15 es alcohol and
canes beer.
He informed that ANF

Balochistan recovered 307 kg of
drugs in two operations while
amresting three persoms including
an Afghan national involved in
drugs 5m1ﬁg]mg_and impounded a
vehicle. The seized drugs com-
prised 306 kg hashish and one kg
mel.hnme)]:lemmine (ice)

ANF Punjab recovered 837 kg
of drugs in three operations while
arresting five persons involved m
drug smugeling and impounded a
vehicle. The seized dm%f- com-
prised 267 ke opium, 2.9 kg hero-
1 and 56.4 kg hashish.

ANF KPK recovered 4.8 kg of
methamphetamine (ice) in two
operations and arrested two per-
sons involved in drogs srnu;;sﬂmq.

ANF Sindh recovered 162731 kg
of drugs, 15 bottles of aleohal anﬁ
122 canes of beer in four opéra-
tions and arrested three accused
including a2 woman involved in
smuggling and impounded two
vehicles. The seized drugs com-
Lmsed 9.6 kg opium, 07150 kg

erpin, 150 kg hashish and 2.5
kg methamphetamine (lce)

ANF Morth recovered 452167
kg drugs in 12 operations, amested
I3 persons involved in smuggling
and impounded six vehicles. The
seized drugs comprised 11.846 1‘%
heroin, 319 326 ke hashish, 79.2
kg opium, 2,795 kz methampheta-
mine (Tce) and 39 kg poppy straw,

All cases have been registered at
respective ANF INP

QUETTA: A man buying warm item’s from roadside vendor.

Sardar Attique visits

APHC-AJK office In
Islamabad

held, 2 bikes, arms &
narcotics recovered

Shahdadkot, and the southeastern district of
Tharparkar, will remain between 2-4°C. the
weather departiment said [NP

GUJRAT: The pohee
arrested 10 outlaws
meluding a proclaimed
offender, recovered two
maotoreyeles, arms and
narcotics during separate
actions in different areas
of Gujrat on Tuesday.

According 1o details,
under supervision of
DPO Gujranwala Syed
Ghazanfar Al Shah,
SHOs of various police
stations of the distnct
conducted  operations
against outlaws in juns-
diction of concerned
police stations. .

During an operation
headed by SHO
Karrnianwala Gujrat,
[nspector Liagat Hussain
along with police team
conducted operation in
jurisdiction of his police
station  during  which
accused of robbery 1den-
tified as Tehzeeb sfo
Ashraf was arrested with

two  motoreyeles  and
Rs10,000 cash.

SHO  police station
Industrial Area Phase-l1
along with team arrested
two drug pushers Sajid
Hussain s'o Muhammad
MNawaz and Muhammad
Rafi s/o Hashim Al
besides recovernng
hashish, 24 bottles liquor
and other narcotics,

During an operation in
Gulliana police station
jurisdiction. dru% ped-
dler Ahsan Elahi s/o
Muhammad Akbar was
arrested with hashish

Proclaimed offender
(PO Tanveer Ahmed s/o
Muhammad Akbar was
held durning a raid n
_"-'[a,né(j.va_l police station
leI"IS 1EHOn

In Dhnga police station
jurisdiction, during raid
of SHO along with his
team, the police arrested
Imtiaz Hussain s/o Fazal

Hussain  hailing  from
Saman Rawalpindi after
recovery of unlicensed
Kalashnikov. The B-
Division police arrested
Mabeel Ahmed sfo
Shakeel hailing from
Gujrat with a 30 bore
pistol

Fhree outlaws MNafees
Fazal sfo Fazal Ahmed,
Saddam Hussain sfo
Bashir and  Safeer
Huszsain s'o Muhammad
Akram were arrested
with a 30 bore pistol,
hashish and liquor dur-
ing  operations in
Rehmania police station
junsdiction

The police confiscated
the recovered weapons,
narcotics  and  other
seized items and after
registering  separate
CAses against the
detainees at concerned
police stations staried
investigations, INP

PTA generated
Rs694b revenue in
FY-2021-22: Report

ISLAMABALD: The Pakistan Telecommunication
Authority (PTA) through its outstanding progress has
renerated record-high revenue of 694 lillion rupees in
Y 2021-2022

According to the PTA's Annual Report 2022, the sec-
tor attracted an investment of US$ 2073 million and
contributed Bs. 325.2 billion to the national exchequer
of which Rs. 222.7 billion were in the form of taxes and
the remaining Ks 102.5 billion were proceeds from
Mext Generation Maobile Services (NGMS) auction and
license renewals .

The PTAs report released on Tuesday highlighted
encouraging telecom statistics and expanding usage of
telecom services across Pakistan due to a progressive
and enabling regulatory environment despite a chal-
lengng vear marked by nsing inflationary pressures
and profitability concerns Pakistan has over 197 nul-
lion telecom subscribers (fixed and mobile), with tele-
densuf touching 90%. Moreover, biometncally veri-
fied SIMs/subscribers increased to 194 million, where-
as, broadband subscnption grew to 124 million with
56% penetration and annual mobile data usage touch-
ing 8,970 petabytes (6.8 GB Fer subscriber, per month).
showing annuafgruwth of 31% INP

China can provide strategic insights to
Pakistan on food security: Experts

BEIING: China's food
secunty  strategy  has
become a hallmark for
many countries to emu-
late and Chinese food
security strategy can pro-
vide forward guidance to
Pakistan policymakers,
said Shan Saeed, Chief
Economist at Juwai [Q1

Shan told Gwadar Pro
that China is leading
from the front in terms o
storage capacity, supply
chain, guality of staple
food, and above all fime-
ly connecting the farmers
and sellers through the
use of technology

"Grain storage capacity
runs over 650 million
tonnes for the country

All credit goes to the
leadership of the Chinese
government and policy-
makers.

China has got 130 ml-
lion people out of poverty
singe 2013 and 900 mal-
lion people out of poverty
sinee 1986.7 he added.

He further said that the
tcchng;:-log%'-drwcn food
security  has  provided
peace of mind to the
masses and rising income
for hard-working farm-

Masood  Chaudhary,
economic  expert  and
businessman, shared with
Gwadar Pro his thought
that lack of awareness is
the biggest i1ssue in

Pakistan, as farmers don't
have |i:._n:||:u.:r education,
and policymakers need to
improve policies accord-
ing to international stan-
dards.

"Adoption of sucoess-
ful business models of
multinational companies
like Chinese companies
could help  Pakistam
enterprises learn their
methods and techniques
which could help boost-
ing their business through
joint ventunes”,

He further said that
China is very good n Al
Big Data, 10T, These
kinds of technologies are
necessary o enhance
business, whereas stnct

tutes 1n different fields,
where China can provide
solutions.

He further said that the

checks and follow-up
mechanisms should be
launched where they can
analyze their progress

and weakness on a technology-driven food
monthly basis. security _has provided
"l hope more Chinese  peace of mind to the

companies would invest
in the agnculture sector
here n:1§nt&ach us all
kinds of methods to
improve this sector, par-
ticularly in technologies,”

masses and rising income
for hard-working farm-

€rs,

Masood  Chaudhary,
economic expert and
businessman, shared with

he said Gwadar Pro his thought

Masood  mentioned that lack of awareness is
that Pakistan needs to the biggest 1ssue in
improve the technical Pakistan, as farmers don't
S]':Ilﬁti of their labor and

have ||:|_rupcr education,
and policymakers need (o
improve policies accord-
ing to international stan-
dards. INP

China may help establish
vocational training
through MOUs with pres-
tigious educational 1nsti-

ISLAMABAD: Sardar
Attigue Ahmad Khan, the
newly elected president
of All  Jammu and
Kashmir Muslim
Conference, has said that
his party will not compro-
mise on Kashmir issue
and will strongly resist
imposition of any  solu-
tion in contravention to
the wishes of the
Kashmir people.

Sardar Attique Almad
Khan expressed these
views on the occasion of
his visit to the office of

All  Parties  Hurrivat
Conference Azad
Kashmir chapter in
[slamabad. 2 Was

received by APHC-AJK
leaders including  its
Convener Mahmood
Ahmed Saghar

Sardar Attique said that
the freedom movement
based on the Kashmirns

ISLAMABATD: Leader of Pakistan Muslim League (N) Dr Tarid Fazal

right to self-determina-
tion has entered a critical
and decisive phase. He
said the leadership of the
All Jammu and Kashmir
Muslim Conference is
taking keen interest in the
solution of the Kashmir
dispute and assured the
APHC f!:ﬁdc:ship of his
arty’s full support.
: Sardar e Attique
expressed the b that
the newly elected APHC-
AJK officials will werk
tirelessly for the cause of
Kashmir and will take ail
possible steps on the
olitical and diplomatic
ronts to highlight the
Kashmiris' struggle for
securing their right to
self-determination
APHC-AJK Convener
Mahmood Ahmad Saghar
congratulated Sardar

Attique Ahmad Khan on
becoming the party presi-

dent and thanked him for
visiting the Hurriyat
office. He said the
Kashmir freedom move-
ment is going through a
critical phase as India is
making preparations 1o
hold the G20 meeting in

occupied  Jammu  and
Kashmir. )
He said occupied

Kashmir is an intema-
tionally-recognized dis-
puted territory and hold-
ing any such meeting
there would be a violation
of the United Nations res-
olutions, On this occasion,

the APHC leaders
Muhammad Faroog
Rehmani, Ghulam

Muhammad Safi, Syed
Faiz Magshbandi, Syed

Yousuf Maseem,
Muhammad Raﬁ? Dar,
Sheikh Abdul Mateen,
Hassan Bana, Dawood

Yousafzai TNP

g1

Chudhary addressing a press conference at National Press Club in

Federal Capital.
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Int’l organisations, countries’ over $10 bln pledges for
4RF implementation commendable: Sherry Rehman

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Climate Change, Senator, Sherry Rehman on Tuesday said the
pledges announced by the international organisations and countries of over 10 billion dollars for assisting
the implementau'on of Resiliem Recovery, Rehabilitation, and Reconstruction Framework (4RF) imple-
mentation 1o steer flood rehabilitation activities was commendable

The Minister in a series of tweets expressed her gratitude to the world commumity, donor agencies and
development organisations for giving an overwhelming response to the International Climate Resilient
Pakistan Conference in Geneva that was aimed to garner cooperation for burden sharing of climate catas-
trophes triggered in the region due 1o heightened greenhouse gas emissions (GHGs)

Senator Rehman said the international partners had reiterated full support at the forum with the govern-
ment of Pakistan and the United Nations at the Geneva conference.

She said the finances pledged would be used for the complete rehabilitation and reconstruction of the

flood victims.

“The world has acknowledged the ravages of floods and climate change in Pakistan. Pakistan needed

Pakistani Mission in Geneva.

LPG prices
increased by
RsS per kg

ASLAMABAD: The prices of
Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) on
Tuesday increased by Bs5 per kg with-
out a notification from the Oil and Gas
Regulatory Authority (OGRA)

In a statement, Chairman LPG
Distribution Association (LDAP) Irfan
Khokhar said that the price now
Jumped to Rs260 per kg from Rs255
after an increase of Rs3

Meanwhile, the prices of domestic
and commercial cylinders increased
by R&0 and Rs230, _resﬁecuvel}'.

Irfan Khokhar said that the gas was
available at Rs270 1n Muree, while its
En ce exceeded Rs300 per kg in Gilgt-

altistan (GB) and Skardu

It 15 pertinent o mention here thal
the Ol and Gas Regulatory Authonty
(OGRA) announced a reduction in the
price of Ligquefied Petroleum Gas
[}lﬂli‘_?] by Rsl1.59 per kg for January

According to  the notification
released by OQGRA, stated that
Rs11.5%9 per kg cuts down price of
LPG for January 2023, furthermore,
the domestic cylinder of LPG has been
made cheaper by Rs13686 and its
new price has been fixed
Rs2.411.43.INP

CRBC's $100,000
donation in place
for Pakistani

flood victims

BELIING: China Road and Bridge
Corporation (CRBC), a |un55tandm§
partner of Pakistan in transport an
infrastructure network  development,
donated a total of LISD 100,000 10 the
flood-hit families in Pakistan, China
Economic Net {CEN} reported it on
Tuesday B

In October, 2022, Wang Lijun,
Deputy  Secretary of the Party
Committee and General Manager of
the company, aftended the donation
ceremony al the Pakistani Embassy in
China.

According to the company, the
donation will be divided into two
parts, RMB 100,000 will be donated
to the Pakistani Embassy in China and
PER 2008 million will go to Pakistan
Prime Minister's Flood Relief Fund.

Wang expressed sincere sympathy
to the families of the victims and those
injured in the flood. He believed that
with the joint elifurts tilt' thﬂe Pal-clstaﬂ:ll
government and le, they wou
overcome the d-ﬁﬁﬁﬂes an?lhl"e and
work would go back to nomal at an
early date. ) -

Wang talked with Pakistani
Ambassador 1o China Moin ul Hague
about the company's key project
E!‘ﬂ ress in Pakistan, and expressed
his heartfelt thanks to the Embassy for
its long-term guidance and help.

Speaking at  the occasion,
Ambassador Moin paid tribute to
CRBC's  contribution  towards
Pakistan-China friendship and s role
for successtul completion of many
vital infrastructure projects in Pakistan
including Khunjerab-Raikot section of
Karakorum I!lghway and KKH
rca]lﬁnml:[;t pmﬁaccts at Attabad Lake
and Havelhan-Thakot sections. INP

Sanjrani along with
parliamentary
delegation reach
Iraq on 4-day visit

ISLAMABAD : Chairman Senate,
Muhammad Sadig Sanjrami, along
with a parliamentary  delegation
reached Iraq on Tuesdsy on four-day
official visit. _

Upon  ammival at airport, the
Chairman Senate and the delegation
was received by the senior chairman
of the Irag™ Forel Relations
Committee, Aamer H. Al-fa'lez.

Sadiq Sanmjrani and the delegation
expressed their happiness on the warm
welcome and congratulated on the
beginning of a new era of reconstruc-
tion and development in Irag.

The Chairman Senate also invited
Speaker of Irag Parliament to partici-
pate in the upcoming Golden Jubilee
celebrations of the Senate of Pakistan
_ Sadig Sanjrani slong with the par-
liamentary delegation also visited the
shrine of Sheikh Abdul Qadir Jilan
Baghdad during which lhe'}l'J_qE’f'ered
Em:,-ers for peace and stability of

akistan. INP

GENEVA: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif addressing Pakistani delegation and officer of

PML-N MPAs decide

mounting pressure for

Punjab CM’s vote of
confidence

LAHORE: Pakistan Muslim
League MNawaz  (PML-N)
Members of the Provincial

Assembly (MPAs) have decided
to mount pressure on the Punjab
government for taking the vote
of confidence for CM Pervaiz
Elahi.

The decision was taken in the
PML-N's parliamentary party
meeting on Tuesday which was
attended by 152 MPAs During
the rneelm% a resolution was

resented by Malik Nadeem

amran, Iftikhar Hussain, Uzma
Bukhari and others for express-
ing their lack of confidence in
Punjab CM Pervaiz Elahi

The PML-N MPAs announced
1o ﬂg}part the order issued by
the Punjab Governor Balighur
Rehman for conducting the vole
of confidence in the Punjab
Assembly The resolution stated
that the role of the speaker and
the deputy speaker became dis-

puted and they demanded the
organisation of vote of confi-
dence for the Punjab CM by an
impartial lawmaker

ources told ARY News that
PML-N leadership directed the
MPAs to stay in the assembly
hall and asked all lawmakers to
ensure their presence. Moreover,
the political party also formed
groups comprising 15 MPAs
each which will be led by its
head,
~ The lawmakers have been
instructed to take aggressive
steps by ra]smﬁ_ slogans in the
PA for demanding the Punjab
CM's vote of confidence and
interrupting the proceedings.

In a relevant development,
Governor Balighur Rehman said
in a statement the Punjab CM
had raised objections on the pre-
seribed date and time of the trust
vote which led him and his cabi-
net identified INP

Vote of confidence: PTI
accuses PDM of
‘horse-trading’ in Punjab

LAHORE: Former information
minister and Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf  (PTI) leader Fawad
Chaudhry has accused Pakistan
Democratic Movement (PDM) of
‘horse-trading”  ahead of  the
Punjab Chief Minister (CM)
Pervaiz Elahi’s vote of confi-
dence. ) ]

Talking to journalists in Lahore,
the former federal minister said
that Pakistan Demaocratic
Movement {PDM) offered Rs1.20
billion to five MPAs to switch loy-
alties ahead of the Pervaiz Elahi’s
vore of confidence,

Fawad Chaudhry claimed
rumours are circulaing that PTI
MPA  Momina Waheed has

received Rs30 million to vote
against Punjab CM Pervaiz Elahi

Speaking of the numbers game,
Fawad said that they have 188
lawmakers in Pumjab Assembly
today, A day earlier, the bills i

the provincial assembly were
passed with majority,” he main-
tained.

Terming party chairman Imran
Khan an “assei of the country’,
Fawad said that those who wants
to minus the lormer premier were
weakening the country, “There is
no future of Pakistani politics
without Imran Khan,” he claimed.

Referring to  Election
Commission of Pakistan {ECP),
the former information minister
said that the officials serving in
the electoral watchdog have no
knowledge of the law. “The ECP
should resign if they cannot hold
elections” Re added He reiterated
that his party wants to build a
wurkm%l'relanunsh_tp with instifu-
tions, “We are trying our best to
2o towards the elections”, he said,
adding that Ip-ohtical stability was
only possible through immediate
elections INP

NA body passes ‘Imports,
Exports (Control)
(Amendment) Bill, 2022’

ISLAMABAD: The Standing
Committee on Commerce  on
Tuesday unanimously passed the
Imports and in:mrts (Control)
(Amendment) Bill, 2022,

“The Imports and Exports
(Control) {Amendment) Ball, 2022
(Government Bill) as introduced
in the National Assembly may be
passed,” the commillee unani-
mously recommended.

The committee met on Tuesday
afternoon in  the Parliament
House, Islamabad under the
Chairmanship of MNA Khursheed
Ahmed Jungjo to discuss the per-
formance of the Ministry of
Commerce and its  attached
departments. . )

he committee, while dis-
cussing the performance of the
Trade Development Authonty of
Pakistan (TDAP), directed that
Mo Commerce may introduce an
appraisal system for commercial
attaches and bound them to

=%

ARACHI: Begm Samin Al‘ﬂhlvi i a grnuF
NOSA Day home {Society for Children in Need o

achieve the tarpets set by the mov-
emment so that Pakistani exports
could advance in a prompt way,

The committee directed that
M/e Commerce may lgunch a
praper print and elecironic media
campaign o give  access 1o
Pakistam traders i international
markets so that they could sell
their products in international
markets to grab maximum rev-
enue for the country.

The committee, therefore,
decided to invite Secretary
Finance and Secretary Industries
& Production so that concrete
measures could be adopted to
expand the network of Pakistani
chorI;i worldwide

sarlier, Special Secretary Mio
Commerce and Secretary TDAP
briefly apprised the committee
aboul the efforts made o enhance
Pakistani exports and the prob-
lems faced by them in this
regard INP

resources to rehabilitate flood victims and rebuild infrastructure and this is a great achievement of
Pakistan”, Senator Sherry Rehman said.
The Minister underscored that in this entire process, the cominuous efforts of UN Secretary General
Antonio Gulerres were appreciable
“After the floods, he emerged as the voice of vulnerable and affected people in Pakistan at the global
level,” Sherry Rehman said.
She added that the first prionty of the government was to give back their homes and livelihoods to the

flood victims

“We are constantly struggling in this regard and will not rest until the complete success of this mission™,

Sherry Rehman said.

The Minister also lambasted the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leadership. *On the other hand, one
party {(PTL) in the country is constantly busy creating chaos and uncertainty. The world is seeing how dif-
ferent our priorties are from that of this panty,” Sherry Rehman said INP

Samina Alvi for collective
efforts to empower
differently-abled persons

KARACHL First Lady Begum Samina Arif Alvi
Tuesday stressed the need of promoting the inclu-
siveness of differently-abled persons in all spheres
of society and collective efforts were required to
empower them socially and financially

The inclusiveness of

(PWDis) was vital for the country’s sustainable
development of the country, she said, adding as over
12 percent of the population of Pakistan was facing
disability in different forms or manifestations their
participation must be ensured in all social, econom-

1c and political activities.

Begum Samina Alvi was addressing a certificate
distribution ceremony for successful students of
NAVTTC and SSC Inclusive Group organised by
the Deaf Education and Welfare Association
{DEWA) Trust here at DEWA Institute of Special

and Inclusive Education.

She also called for an inclusive education system
ﬁ-j of differently-abled chil-

that “supports the learnin
dren along with other chi

that they can learn coping with difficulties of life”
The teachers should be trained and the curriculum
be improved to cater toinclusive education for chil-
dren with disabilities, she added

Samina Alvi said the first and foremost challenge
that needed to be addressed was the public mindset

Saudi Arabia
revives Pakistan’s
pre-pandemic
Hajj quota

ISLAMABAD: Sauwdt
Arabia  has  revived
Pakistan's pre-pandemic
Hajj quota of 179210 pil-
gnms with the draft of
annual Hajj  agreement
TRV & upper age
limit of 65 years,

Spokesperson of
Mimstiry of Religious
Affairs and Interfaith
Harmony's, Muhammad
Umar Butt informed
media that Mimister Muft
Abdul  Shakoor  had
reguested  the  Saudi
authonities to  further
reduce the mandatory
Hajj expenses as it would
help lessen the maximum
burden on the Pakistam

pilgrims who wanted 10
E&_ orm I[E.le. The Saudi
dimister o Haj{ and
Umrah D awfi

Fawzan Al Rabiah ha
given a positive indicator
into the matter, he added

The spokesperson said
the minister who is on an
official visit to Jeddah,
Saudi Arabia these days
to attend the four-day Hajj
Expo 2023 — a major
exhibition and conference
— met Osama Samkar,
charman of a bus trans-
ort  company  Nicaba
ayarat and discussed
]FJrD_'-']smu of better travel
acilities to the pilgrims in
Mina, Aratat
Muzdalifah

Umar Butt smd Hayj
applications would likely
be called by the end of
February and the religious
affairs minister would
announce the final Hayjj
Policy 2023 after the cab-
inet’s approval INP

Sultan Rahi
remembered on
death anniversary

ISLAMABAD
Famous film actor Sultan
Rahi who remained _thL_‘
most  popular . Punjabi
hero durning 19705 and
19805 at Pakistan’s silver
screen was remembered
on his 27th death anniver-

and

S-HIE.
om on January 24,
1938, his real name was
Mubammad Sultan. His
family migrated to
Pakistan after the parti-
tion and settled in
Gujranwala after 1947
His film career began in
1959 with his appearance
a% a puest actor in the film

Ba&t:ll.
Durnng a caréer span-
ning 40 vears, he acted in
some 703 Punjabi films
and 100 Urdu films, win-
ning around 160 swards
shi earmed two Nigar

Awards for his work in
Babul (1971}  and
Basheera (1972). Director
Aslam Dar’s film Bashira
proved to be the first
milestone for him

His most  prominent
films include Maula Tutt,
Warryam, Sher Khan and
Godfather INP
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reons with disabilities

she added,

and common behaviour of society toward PWDs
which obstructed their growth and prospects of
career building. She urged people to not disrespect
or ridicule such persons but encourage and support
their participation in educational, social, and eco-
nomic activities.

She said reservation of 3 percent seats in general
educational institutions for ensuring admission of
differently-abled children following directives of
the higher courts would promote inclusiveness in
the education sector. Though a special i
ernment jobs was reserved for the PW
ures were required for its implementation in toto,

uota in gov-
5 but meas-

“We need to focus on equipping the special chil-
dren with market-oriented technical and vocational
skills, and professional training so that they instead

of relying on others could be able to eam their

ren in general schools so

livelihood and become a productive part of society
and play a due role in development and prosperily
of the country,” she maintained.

She observed that there was a dearth of facilities
and plenty of problems for persons with disabilities
that hindered their career development even their
social life, There was a need of providing ramps in
buildings, public r]ac&s, and transport facilities to
promaote the mobili

ty of the PWDs, she added INP

Pakistan achieves historic
success by receiving pledges of

over $9.7b: Kundi

ISLAMABAD: Special Assistant to
Prime Minister (SAPM) on Poverty
Alleviation and Social Safety, Faisal
Karim Kundi Tuesday said that Pakistan
had achieved histone success in the
Geneva  Conference by receiving
pledges worth 9.7 billion dollars,

"ﬁa:s was the result of effective diplo-
matic efforts of the Foreign Minister,
Bilawal Bhutto who in a very short span
of time visited various countries and
sensitized the international community
about the post flood situation being
faced by Pakistan™, he said during a

TESSET,
Flanked by Pakistan People’s Party
(PPP} Media Coordinator, MNazir Dhoki

during the news conference, the SAPM
said the total pledges of 2.7 billion dol-
lars included 9.04 billion dollars, 570.50

million Euros and 36 million pounds
iu_-'hlch 15 approximately PKRE 2204 bil-
ion.

Faisal Kundi said that the funds
gequired through pledpes would be
spent on the reconstruction and rehabili-
tation of the flood affected areas and
pm%Ie actoss the country.

The way Bilawal Bhutto fought the
case of Pakistan at international Torums
by visiting different countries and invit-
m,grl.(_l._.'mte Nation Secretary General to
Pakistan for creating awareness and
sense of sympathy about the flood dam-
agres which reflected his diplomatic wis-
dom, he sand He said that still water had
not receded from many of the flood
atfected parts of the country including
Sindh, Balochistan, South Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and South Punjab INP

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf Imran Khan addressin
via video link during a National Seminar on Terrorism 2.0 organized by
KPK at local hotel.

Large number of Chinese
tourists expected to visit
Pakistan in 2023

ISLAMABAD, After three gloomy
yvears of cross-border tourism between
Pakistan and China due to the Covid-19
Eﬁr_&dcmm, the year 2023, the Pakistan-

hina Year of Tourism Exchanges, is
expected to witness a boom in the
tourism sector in both countries.

“Exchanges have already started
online. We are also working with
Chinese tlourism associations 1o develop
business linkages. Soon we’ll finalize a
calendar of events and activities”, Aftab
ur Rehman Rana, _Mﬂnagilg Director of
Pakistan  Tourism evelopment
Corporation  (PTDC) told China
Economic Net (CEN),

He believes that China, one of the
bigeest players in the tourism economy
at the global level, will find a lot to
explore m Pakistan, where a lot of busi-
ness opportunities are coming up for
individual investments in the tounsm
and hospitality sector ]

“Many Chinese people working

under CPEC returned to China during
the pandemic, now it’s time for them to
come back with their families for a good
visit. 1 expect that & number of Chinese
tourists will visit Pakistan if we have
better facilitation of border crossin
econginical air ticket packages, an%
inter-city transportation between major
cities like Beijing, Urumqi, Islamabad,
Lahore,..”, he said

The traffic will be two-way. He told
CEN reporter that in China, the silk
route 15 a very pepular travel route that
has also attracted many tourists from
Europe. In Pakistan, the nich history,
culture, festivity, and music will offer a
uniu[ue travel experience

i this regard, PTDC has already
developed a detailed guidebook on
Pakistan in Chinese. Video films on
Pakistan will also be developed with
subtitles in Chinese to help Chinese
tl?\pl;m“ know more about Pakistan.

PML-N MPAs force
their way inside
Punjab Assembly

LAHORE: PML-N lawmakers
forced their way inside the Punjab
Assembly on Tuesday after Interior
Minister Rana Sanaullah accused
Chief Minister Parvez Elahi and
provincial Speaker Sibtam Khan of
instructing the police to not let
opposition members enter the prem-
155

The doors of the assembly were
closed and security guards remamed
on high alert after vesterday’s ses-
sion saw ruckus as the opposition
challenged CM Elahi to prove he
had the requisite numbers to secure
a vote of confidence.

Footage outside the assembly on
Tuesday showed PML-N MPA from
Sheikhupura  Peer  Muhammad
Ashraf Rasool and Mian Abdul Rauf
clashing with police. Rasool can be
seen pushing a policeman away and

cursing at them as he forces s way
inside the main gate. “Move back.
Stop this nonsense,” an infuriated
Rasool can be heard saying.

After the clash. other opposition
members mecluding [-Chzim:I Tahir
Sindhu and Zeeshan Rafig opened
the PA gate and entered the premis-
es Meanwhile, Rangers personnel
accompanied Special Assistant to
Prime R-'Iinistcr taullah Tarar inside
the assembly, _

“Today 1t _was said that federal
ministers will not be able to enter
the PA and their EI)D&R 15 banned,” he
told reporters outside the house. “1
told them that even their fathers
can't even stop me from enterin
Phe assembly]. Earlier, Sanaullah
had made similar claims, saying that
Elahi had banned the entry of oppo-
sition lawmakers into the r:msc.l]FﬂP




