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QUETTA: Chief Minister S - T CHAMAN Quetta, faced difficulties to Karachi and other parts

Balochistan,  Mir
Bizenjo on Wednesday said that
the financial condition of the™
provincial government was seri- g
ous and that it was not in a posi-
tion to pay the salaries ol the
ﬁm‘cmmm‘lt employees. The CM

as expressed semous concem
over the prevailing financial cri-
sis, an official handout issued
here said,

Official
matters were badly
paralyzed because

of financial crisis

He said official matters were
badly paralyzed because of the
prevailing financial crisis. He
said that the federal government
was apprised of the financial

osition  of  the province

owever, the federal govern-
ment is yet to translate its words
into action, he said.

Government
was not in a

position to support
flood-affected

people
Mr. Bizenjo said the flood-
affected people were in desper-
ate need of support and that the

provincial government was not
ina |i|]{:us:t1|:rn to support them due

Quddus 85

Balochistan
had already

faced the brunt

This situation has devel-
oped a sense of depriva-
tion among the people of
Balochistan, Mr. Bizenjo
said, He said Balochistan
ad already faced the

ment should support all
possible support to the
provincial government in
addressing the issues of
the masses.

He reiterated the

FLiarat, Kan Mehtarzai,
Toba Achakzai, Toba
Kakarai, Kozhak top
and other parts of
Balochistan received
heavy snowfall on
Wednesday, The

weather turned cold
and tourists thronged
towards the beautiful
Zigrat  valley and
Hanna Lake to enjoy
the cold pleasant
weather.  “Beautiful,
beautiful_ after a lon
time, heavy snowfall”,
Shah Jehan alias Shah
ee told Daily Quetta
oice, _
Mountains in Quetta
turned white and the
ancient juniper trees
wore white carpets

reach their destinations
after the snowfall

“We have put all
staff on high alert after
snowfall™ Maseer
Ahmed Masar, the
Director-General

Provineial  Disaster
h1a:1alg¢men_l Authority
(PDMA) said. He said
heavy machinery was
also deployed at all
sensitive PD]I‘IIS.‘TI!]DLL'I.'.I-
taintops to make sure
an unmterrupted flow
of traffic.

Tourists from across
Balochistan and other
parts of the country
thronged towards
Ziarat and Hanna Lake
to enjov the weather
and " the snowfall

of the country wisited
Hanna Lake and
moved toward Ziarat
to enjoy the first snow-
fall of the winter sea-

SO
The PDMA also pro-

vided food and other
necessary support to
the stranded passen-
gers at Kozhak pass
and Kan Mehtarzai.
Environmentalists
term snowfall as a very
positive thing for the
overall elimate. “This
15 like fresh oxygen for
the planet”,  Faz
Kakar, a well-known
environmentalist said.
He said this snow will
be having a far-reach-
ing positive impact on

; Seig <A * ) after heavy snowfall. W d child o the deplet-
Iicémtwfd E?n%ﬂ s'fn:rss:g'in ms ﬂf C’Imﬂff brunt of climate change demand for the payment of § However, people suf- a}f,;? E'},-i;]tjed Ctt-,urrm :ﬁj’m‘,‘ér teab]»:p Ej"
national finance commission h and global warming and outstanding the PPL share § fered because of low points to enjoy the Quetta and other parts
award”, he said. C ﬂﬂgﬂ' that the federal govern- for Balochistan. and no gas pressure N weather. “This was our  of Balochistan.

Sindh LG polls: PPP, PTI workers clash
outside Keamari DC office
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PTI and PPP workers clashed outside the

ash Abro said a first information repornt
commissioner’s (D)

would be lodged against PTI leaders and

Keamari DC Mukhtiar Abro, who is also

Keaman deput . y v i i

office in Kaq’ad% on Wednesday, pelting ¢ (7. = |the district returning  officer, told  workers over the incident. A handout issued
either side with stones during the consoli- | Dawn.com that the workers had by the Keamari police said S5P Fida
dation of the results of the recently held “encircled” his office. ussain Janwari had reached the spot and

brought the situation under control. The
statement said district police amved at the
sceme with water cannons and other equip-
ment to deal with any emergency simation.
It added that the siwation was currently
under control and all political workers had
been dlrsgersed Segaratelsr. Dunya News
Karachi bureau chief Talha Hashmi told
Dawn . com that a rand a cameraman
had sustained injuries durning the clash. He
said that the two were provided first aid at
Abbasi Shaheed Hospital and were later
shifted to Aga Khan n'wersit;z.

Zaidi, on the other hand, alleged that he
had gone to meet his candidates and talk to
the press when PPP “goons prepared with
stones and under full protection of Sindh
police attacked”™ Web Desk

He alleged that PTT's Ali Haider Zaidi
and others forcibly entered the premises
and broke the locks. “The PTI workers ran-
| sacked the computer and harassed staff
| including female remurning officers who
[ hwere%usy performing their electoral duty,”

& 541,

He further said that PTI workers threw
stones and broke the windows of several
vehicles. He said police took action against
the hooliganism and removed the party
workers from the DC office.

First information report
would be lodged against
PTI leaders,Abro

local government elections in Sindh.

The second phase of the local govemn-
ment elections was held in 16 districts of
Sindh on Sunday. However, major contest-
ing parties — including the ruling PPP —
had raised concerns over an unusual delay
in the results in Karachi and blamed the
Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
for mismanagement. 9 i\l

The ECP took more than 36 hours to ‘1

|

&

i
: 03

announce the results of 236 union commit-
tees of Karachi as the sition PTI and
Jamaat-i-Islami (I1) accused the provincial
administration of “rigging and managing
things” in ils favour. \

n Wednesday, the PTI accused the PPP ) [{
i".

of attacking its workers while the Keamari
DC maintained that PTT workers forcibly '

Dollar inflows from next
week will improve
reserves: SBP governor

State Bank of Pakistan (SBP)
Govemnor Jameel Ahmad said on
Wednesday that the country would
start receiving US dollar inflows
from mext week, which would help
shore up the central bank’'s rapidly
depleting foreipn exchange reserves.

‘oreat injustice with his office’ by
accepting resignations of PTI lawmakers

PTI |leader Asad Craiser speaker had stated that
on Wednesday said that ) the resignations would
MNational Assembly (NA) only be accepted once the
Speaker Raja Pervaiz lawmakers appeared in
Ashraf had committed a person for verification
“great injustice with his Commentng on the
office” by accepting the matter during an inter-
resignations of 34 PTI view on Geo News show
lawmakers. ] Capital Talk, Qaiser said:

The PTI had resigned “I think the speaker com-

By

reflects that the country doesn 't have
sufficient dollars to cover even one
month of average imporis.

While the central bank had lifted
curbs on the imports of several essen-
tial items required as raw matenal
earlier this vear, several associations

Addressing  businessmen at the across different sectors have com- f b T ctted S A L
Fedzration of Pakistan Chambers of plained that the non-opening of let- ﬁ” “_"ESS;E "‘:‘li'? Lt “'F’elr mift i a great injustice
Commerce and Industry (FPCCI), he lers of credit (LCs) is creating short- J| Nowse of parhament lol- ; with his office
acknowledged that the country’s ages, with several companies sus- lowing the ouster of PTI . N P o E—— When you occupy a

ers
Muslim  League chief
Sheikh Rashid, resulting

tion, _
In_an a_lp arent bid to
scuttle PT1's purported

constitutional  position,
then you should make
decisions keeping in

Chairman Imran Khan in
Apnl last yedr.
Subsequently, the NA

pending operations in recent months.
In his address today, SBP Govemnor
Ahmed explained the move to resirict

reserves had fallen quite low buwt 3
added that projects in the pipeline
would help improve them, according

the week ending Jan 6. the lowest

fo a report by Mettiz Global. since February 2014 imporls. saving that banks had been speaker had accepted plan tobring a confidence  in their de-notification by mind the law and the

In the absence of any doflar The country has been facing aseri-  direcied to prioritise the opening of §| only 11 of the resigna- motion agai-nst Prime  the electoral watchdog Constitution, You have to
inflows from the Intemnational  ous dollar shoriage, which is resulting  LCs for imports of food, pharmacey- | Hions, stating that the Minister Shehbaz Sha-nif, The move came as 8  act in accordance with the
Monetary Fund (IMF) or friendly i resiricied imporis of even food and  tical items, oil, agriculiure-related || remaining lawmakers Ashraf on  Tuesday 5'—“?"5‘3 for the PTl as  law [rather] than fulfill-
countries, the central bank’s forex  indusirial raw maierals. The latest  items and raw matenal required bv | would E}: summoned  accep-ted the resigna-  well as political experts

ing the wishes -c:nt"EnlilicaI

reserves dropped (o $4.34 hillion in position of foreign exchange reserves eb Desk | individually for venifica- tions of 34 PTI lawmak- as two weeks earlier, the people.”"Web Des

4 security personnel martyred in terrorist activity
from across Pak-Iran border in Balochistan: ISPR

ute to the services and sacrifices rendered by the martvred
officials.

_ He stated that the whole nation had resolved to fight terror-
15101,

Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari also condemned
the attack, and expressed grief and sorrow at the martyrdom
of the secunity officials.

“Martyrs officials are the country’s heroes. The militant
who carried out the attack will have to pay,” he said in a
statement.

Last vear in October, the Iranian authorities had closed the
border with Pakistan at Taftan for two davs afier clashes
between protesters and security forces in Zahedan, the capi-
tal city of Sistan-Baluchestan.

In February 2021, the border in Panjgur was closed after
violent demonstrations and attacks on government offices in
Saravan area of Sistan-Balochestan. Web Desk

export-onented indusines

The Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) said on
Wednesday that four security personnel were martyred dur-
ing “terrorist activity” from across the Pakistan-Iran border
in Balochistan’s Panjgur district.

“Today, in a terrorist activity from across Pakistan-lran
border in Chukab sector, district Panjgur, Balochistan, four
security forces personnel have embraced martyrdom,” the
statement said.

It further said that the militants used Iranian soil to “target
a convoy of security forces patrolling along the border™.

Iran has been asked to hunt down the terrorists on their
side, the ISPR statement said.

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif condemned the incident
“MNation pays homage to the sacrifices of their martyred sol-
diers in [‘:hc] line of duty. We expect Iran will ensure that its
soil 15 not used for cross-border attacks.” he said.

President Dr Arif Alvi condemned the attack, and paid trib-
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facing dire
financial crisis

. Balochistan continues to face a dire financial crisis currently. By any def-
inition. the province’s current financial crisis is dire since the government
has hinted to stop the salaries of Emplnge*:& Chief Mimster Mir Quddus

Bizenjo decided to meet Prime Minister

shehbaz Sharif along with all par-

liamentary leaders of the political parties in the Balochistan Assembly to
apprise the premier about the financial crisis.

As
Planning and Devel

ment (P&D)
a total of around Rs.200bs under the

the statistics shared by the Balochistan government, so far, the
riment has released Rs.70bs out of
iblic Sector Development Program

for the financial year 2022-23. This simply proves bad governance coupled

with the serious
Almost half a year

nancial
passed. Harsh winter has alr

CI1s15.

' begun and construc-

tion work in most parts of Balochistan comes to halt for around two months,
e question arises that how the government would execute development

nitely, the

E)m%ects worth Rs.130bs within
g

to education, health, water, roads, etc. ;
Such a serious financial crisis surfaced almost after a decade in
Balochistan since the province’s share in the National Finance Commission
{NFC) award was doubled in 2009, This is irony of the fate that successive
Euwmmems failed to ensure strict financial discipline to develop this most
ackward province of the country. . .
Non-development expenditures of the province continue to rise and the
volume of development funds falls fast. This subsequently has the worst

im

wee or four months under the
government would not be able to complete projects relating

SDP

t on the socio-economic condition of Balochistan.

or the prevailing financial crisis, both the government and the opposition
are responsible since today’s opposition is the de-facto government in
Balochistan. A strict financial discipline needs to be introduced and imple-

mented in Balochistan to impro

Balochistan before the situation turns ugly tum,

ve the living standard of the people of

Food security in dange

As defined by the
World Food  Summit
{1996), “food security
exists when all people, ai
all times, have physical
and_economic acceéss to
sufficient, safe and nutri-
tious food that meets their
dietary needs and food
preferences for an active
and healthy life.”

The UN Food and
Agriculure Organization

) has further elabo-
rated the four key dimen-
sions of food securty,
Availability of food
means avaﬂ:gblht’v‘ of suf-
ficient quantity of food of
appropriate quality sup-
plied through domestic
roduction “or  imports
[;mcludmg food  aid).

ood access means indi-

viduals™ resources for
acquiring  appropriate
foods for a nutritious diet.
The utilization of food
means utilization through
adequate  diet, clean
water, sanitation, and
healthcare to attain a state
of nutritional wellbein
where all physiologica
needs are met. Food sta-
bility means the ability of
a population, household,
or individual to have
access to sufficient food
at all times.

Since the beginning of
the global discourse on
climate change in the
mid- 1980s, increasing
attention has been paid to
the likely consequences
of climate change for
food se:uriti,', especially
in the Global Scuth. This
is hecause all the impacts

of global warming and

anthropogenic  climatic
variability adversely
affect one or more key
dimensions of food secu-

n'trr- . .
he impacts of climate
change documented by
climate scientists and the
Intergovernmental Panel
on  Climate Change
(IPCC), established in
1988 to assess climate
change rends, their driv-
ers, and impacts as well
as responses o alleviate
the effects. are relevant
for Pakistan. The major
impacts are noted below.
igher surface and
ocean temperature in the
Arctic causing rising sea
levels inundate coastal
regions and island states,
damage human settle-
ments and salinate fresh
water thereby threateni
farming and fishing an
forcing farmers and fish-
ers to seek altermative
homes and livelihoods.
This is referred to as cli-
mate-induced migration
The wvulnerability of
Pakistan’s thousand kilo-
metre long coastline in
Sindh and Balochistan to
rising sea level as well as
coastal storms and rains
caused by sea level rise
has been corroborated by
the physical erosion of
coasiline and growing
number of climate
migrants. Food produc-
tion, livestock sector and
fisheries in the coastal
reﬁpns have reportedly
suffered mounting loss
and damage. It is impera-
tive 1o carry oul further
investigations in order to

assess the magnitude of
the problem.

dore frequent, longer
lasting, and more intense
extreme weather events
such as floods, droughis,
cyclones and storms, and
heatwaves damage water
courses and irmigation
infrastructure  such as
beadworks,  barrages,
bridges, dam reservoirs,
lakes and ponds, and wet-
lands as well as standing
crops and livestock,
also damage wetlands
and mangrove forests,
During the past five
decades, the number of
extreme weather events
has increased exponen-
tially. Superfloods such
as those in 2010 and 2022
have caused huge loss
and damage, making the
agriculture, food, and
livestock sector the most
climate vulnerable eco-
nomic sector in Pakistan.
The prolonged droughts
during 1996-2002 had
SEVErS negative effects on
our agriculure, food, and
livestock sector and over-
all S0CI0-GCOnomic
growth. .

Rapid melting of snow
and ice in the Himalaya-
Karakoram-Hindukush
mountain glaciers initial-
Iy cause fTash floods and

lacial lake outburst
loods and after the ero-
sion of glacier mass will
cause declining supply of
water to the nvers ted by
the glaciers. The Indus
River Basin depends for
over half of its water
assels on  the orderly
melting of the snow and

ice of the HKH glaciers.

There is disruption of
the timing, duration, and
intensity of the twice-
yearly monsoon winds
CausIng precipitation in
summer and winter lead-
ing to  floods and
droughts. The monsoon
rains are vital for supple-
menting river flows in the
Indus Basin and sustain-
ing lakes and wetlands as
well as recharging the
Indus aquifer, our most
reliable water storage.

Increased evapotran-
spiration caused by high-
er temperature. heat-
waves, and droughts
drastically reduce surface
water stored in dam reser-
voirs, lakes, and water-
COUrses,

Climate change
induced floods and
droughts degrade the land
soil and cause increased
insect-pest and other dis-
ease Infestation. They
also affect milk produc-
tion and poultry,

The cumulative effect
of all chimate change
imipacts is a net reduction
of freshwater resources.
While the reduction can-
not be predicted in pre-
cise quantitative terms,
some studies mention a
decrease of 25-30 per
cent in the flows of the
Indus Basin Rivers The
critical dependence of our
agriculture on perennial
imgation due to our pre-
dominantly hot and
humid weather and our
mainly and soil, and
extremely low average
annual precipitation level

By Shafgat Kakakhel
of 200 -290 cm, high-
lights the acute wvulnera-
bality of our food produc-
tion and security to the
effects of climate change.

Pakistan’s food securi-
t;; 15 also threatened by
the adverse effects of the
higher temperature on the
quantity and quality of
crop yields due to the
shorter growth season.
Some studies have men-
tipned reduction of crog
yields by as much as 5
per cent in an extreme cli-
Mate sCenaro.

Economic  develop-
ment and poverty eradi-
cation initiatives are
major victims of the
physical loss and damage

caused by climaie
induced events such as
superfloods.

Pakistan Floods 2022:
Post- Disaster Needs
Assessment’, published
in October 2022 by the
Ministry of E’]annin%j
Development and Speci

Imitiatives of Pakistan and
compiled by ministries of
the  government  of
Pakistan in collaboration
with the Asian
Development Bank,
World Bank. EU, and the
UM agencies facilitated
by the UNDP, compre-
hensively describes the
sector- “wise loss and
damage caused by the
June-Auvgust su oods.,
It mentions that
Pakistan’s poverty rate is
estimated to increase by
3.7 per cent to 4 per cent,
ushing between 8 4 mil-
ion and 9.1 million peo-
ple into poverty.

The purpose of

When former military
ruler General Pervez
Musharraf was in power
in Pakistan, he wviolated
democratic and moral
dictates by altering the
electoral laws and making
it mandatory for candi-
dates to have at least a
bachelor’s degree to hold
a seat in the MNational
Assembly.

The 2002 parliament
comprised  politicians
with higher gqualifica-
tions. However, when a
US-based academic car-
ried out research to com-
!)ar_e the performance of
egislators elected in 1997
{prior to the electoral law
amendment) to those in
2002, the results showed
that levels of education
made no difference in the
performance of represen-
tatives on the ground.
Since then, Musharraf's
insistence on education as
a Rrerequls:te to hold an
MNA seat has been thrown
aside, extending the right
to contest elections to all
Pakistanis, including the
vast majority who have
not received graduate-
level education.

This brings us to a larg-
er problem.  While
Musharraf’s ruling on the
matter was obviously
unjust and biased in
favour of a particular
class, what we should be
asking is precisely what is
achieved through the edu-

cation we offer to our
people. Only a tiny
minority attending elite

schools, and backed by
parental influence and
anxiety-inducing  pres-
sure, make it to top aca-
demic institutes in the
world Many have per-
formed brilliantly at these
centres of excellence and

made Pakistan  proud,
Among them, there are
those who have given
back to their country by
‘:"F'““ii-'l to work here, at
least for a period of time,
thereby trying and putting
their knowledee to the
use of people. Economist
Asim ljaz Khwa_la, who
visits home regularly, is
an example. There are
many others in various
fields including medicine
and other sciences.

But we need to ask
what happens to the rest.
The education that the
majority of our children
receive at public or
lower-end private schools
offers them little benefit,
The education is alienated
from their needs and
often designed to favour
those from the compara-
tively more privileged
tiers of society. Making
English a compulsery
subject to pass the basic
matriculation exam in the
country is just cne exam-
ple.
There are countless
teenagers and j.rmmﬁ, peo-
ple who are unable to
excel in  their lives
Ifcaus& they canll;l_nt c:;;r
the paper in a subject that
has?lan place in their lives
and 15 badly taught at
schools. Their teachers
would also have difficulty
in passing it. This is an
education crisis. Research
by non-profit groups such

as Alif Ailaan have found
that a majority of children
educated up to the pri-

mary level cannot read or
write a simple sentence in
either English or Urdu or
perform the basic mathe-
matical caleulations that
would be expected of say
an eight- or nine-year-old
child. We are thus failing

our children badly by pro-
viding such a low-guality
education which handi-
caps them, instead of
empowering them.

The matter gets even
worse by the new focus
on the teaching of partic-
ular disciplines in a spe-
cific manner. While it is
important that children
learn as widely as possi-
ble, there are many coun-
tries in the world which
leave religious education
to families, given the
nuances and sensitivities
invalved in the matter as
well as the question of
interpretation and how
this 18 put across to the
child. Maore significant
still is the fact that almost
all teaching at schools,
except perhaps for the
most  elite, depends
entirely on rote and the
focus 1s solely on acquir-
ing high grades fDFEI[_Itg
parents to send their chil-
dren to tuition centres or
‘academies’, which now
exist ACTOSS OUr COUNtry.

Children then have no
relief from the rote learn-
ing imposed on them and
this leamning means that,
as historian KK Aziz
noted in his detailed study
of Pakistani textbooks,
hlsm?l' had been deliber-
ately distorted to fit a cer-
tain marrative. Students,
for instance, have little
knowledee of the evenis
of 1979 when Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto was hanged mn a
verdict which, according
to the confession of two
Supreme Court judges,
was given under pressure,
or of other events of
immense significance to
the Pakistan of today such
as the 1971 civil war
which tore the country
inte two parts. The reali-

education

tes of the war are never
discussed )

Critical  discussions,
arguably the ?wntaj point
around which education
should rotate, rarely exist
in  our classrooms.
Students do not find any
opportnities to explore
issues or facts critically,
whether in science or the
arts, and must simply go
with what their textbool
tell them. But their text-
books — even of straight-
forward subjects like
mathematics — are fre-
quently flawed; this has
been pointed out several
times by experts. What
then are we teaching to
our children and why are
we doing so? The answer
to the second question is
guite simple. We wish to
create a rigid and limited
mindset that discourages
people from thinking cre-
atively or putting forward
ideas that could help pro-
duce some momentum in
4 StAgnAnt society.

All this is a well-
known fact. We also
make limited efforts to
help young people move
into  technical fields
which could benefit both
them and the country.
Vocational education is
limited and substandard.
Many promises made to
romote it have never
een honoured.
 We should then be ask-
ing if people who have
not been forced through
the educational mill n
our society are in some
ways better equipped to
reason for themselves and
put forward solutions to
our many problems. OF
course, wider education is
heEpﬁlf for the country as
schools  provide the
skilled workforce and

with this more mvestment
in the country. But given
that we have been so lax
in providing quality edu-
cation, we must ask how
our teaching methods
benefit our people. Those
who are uneducated are
perfectly aware of the
problems they face and
able to articulate their

intons lucidly and sen-
sibly. Many protests that
are often led by those
with no formal degrees
highlight how these peo-
ple are better informed
despite having no educa-
tion training. They have
views that need to be put
forward strongly  and
debated so that we can
find solutions.

In the seven decades of
our existence, we have
found far too few answers
to the problems we face
on a daly basis. The i:u:n-c:r
face many more problems
than the rich. The recent
floods are one example,
and only a limited num-
ber among those affected
can fu!liy comprehend
how  global climate
change is so devastatingly
affecting  their lives.
There needs to be a much
better understanding of
these problems so that we
can take our people for-
ward and create real dif-
ferences in society.

At present, the
Pakistani people are not
in a position to do so
whether they are educated
or mot, as a result of the
flawed and deeply biased
learming theF receive. The
quality of textbooks
offered to voung children
tells us the story of what
lies ahead. This story has
to change if education is
to bring any real benefits
to the country.

A different
democracy

he present
alarming situa-
tion of the
country, which
stands at the
brink of a
financial defauli, is a
reflection of the failure of
sUCCessivVe povernments
to transition from a low
value-added apgncultural
economy to a strong
knowledge  economy.
This is primanly due to
massive corruption and a
failed judicial system.
Even tiny countries
such as Singapore or
Taiwan have forped far
ghead of Pakistan by
investing in education,
science and innovation,
whereas we  remain
trapped in a weak natural
resource-based economy
with low-value textiles
comprising some 60 per
cent of our exports. The
low hanging fruits are in
the field of information
technology, agriculture,
minerals and emerging
disruptive technologies.,
India has exports of
about %150 billion annu-
ally for IT products and
services whereas we have
only been able to reach
about %3 billion, Even if
we take our six-fold pop-
ulation difference into
account, these should
have been about 525 hil-
lion. This_ target can be
achieved 1if we spend a
paltry $0.5 lillion on
training our graduates
with high quality faculty
and focus on such rapidly
emerging areas such as
Artificial Intelligence and
quantum computing,
Artificial Intelligence

i5 evolving at a mind-
Imgg:ng pace and before
we know 1L, lawyers, dog-
tors, and even judges will
be robots. It s predicted
that by 2030, compulers
will become more intelli-
genl than humans and
even acquire self-aware-
ness with a level of con-
sciousness. 1BM  has
launched two services, an
IBM  Watson  medical
service that offers med-
ical advice to patients
and an IBM Watson legal
service that offers |epal
advice to customers with-
in seconds. Such disrup-
tive innovations are trans-
forming the landscape of
our societies and opening
Up AMazing new opportl-
mities for socio-economic
development.
Another
technology  is ,
Massive Cpen Online
Courses (M s). | had
facilitated the use of MIT
Open  Courseware  in
Pakistan in the vear 2001
when | was the federal
1:{:1rlli5t§ ﬁfbf;rcience_ and
echmology by creating a
mirror website of NhT
that allowed ready down-
load and aceess to educa-
tional materials. Some
10,000 CDs of computer
SCIENCE COUTses wcrséms—
pared and distnbuted to
colleges and universifies,
. The use of MOOCs has
singe prown a million-
fold, catalyzed by the
advent of the covid pan-
demic, An imtegrated ver-

disruptive
that of

sion of MOOQCs launched
by us at the Latif Ebralim
Jamal Science

Information Center |ocat-
ed within Pakistan’s lead-

ing research center, the
International Center {or
Chemical and Biological
Sciences, s providin
free access to school, col-
lege and university lec-
tures from arcund the
wiorld, It may be accessed
through  the  website
www lejdlearning com._p
k and several thousand
Khan Academy school
level lectures translated
into Urdu have alzo been
recently added to it to
facilitate school level
education.

The advent of eneroy
stmafe ;,-stems has led to
the development of elec-
tric cars, and within a
decade, there will be
hardly any cars or buses
with combustion engines

on the road. Anti-ageing
compounds have been
discovered and when

iven to old mice, they
showed the remarkable
features of changing the
body mass and making
them much vounger It is
therefore expected that
children being born today
may be aged 120 vears or
more because of such

Fantashie advances in
medicine. The field of
regenerative  medicine

continues to  grow in
leaps and bounds and
stem cell technologies
promise to cure damaged
organs and may change
the manmer in which
medicing will be prac-

trced tHTOTTOW,
Similarly, e:_:-;r;itmﬁ
advances in penetics an

biomarkers will alert pec-
ple before the onset of a
disease so that they can
take precautionary,

India and the South Caucasus

The South Caucasus
region {which comprises
Georgia, Armenia and
Azerbaijan) has been
receiving the attention of
the European Union
(EL), Russia, Turkey and
Iran, Pakistan and India
since the disintegration of
the Soviet Union in 1991,

Soon after the inde-

ndence of the South

aucasus states, the
region became a theatre
of conflict becanse of the
dispute over MNagorno-
Karabakh between
Azerbaijan and Armenia.
Both states fought a war
at the time of their inde-
pendence, and later many
clashes erupted between
them over three decades
The second war, known
as the 44-day war in

2020, over MNagorno-
Karabakh . made
Azerbaijan  victorious.

This war on the one hand
revealed the deep-rooted
ﬁ':endsh-]g of Pakistan
and  Turkey with
Azerbaijan, and on the
other hand caused further
tension between India
and Pakistan.

The closeness of the
ties between Pakistan and
Azerbaijan can be gauped
from ‘the fact that
Pakistan has never recog-
nized the existence of an

independent  state  of
Armenia. Further,
Pakistan has always

raised its voice against
the Armenian aggression
inside ALOTNO-
Karabakh and supported
Azerbaijan’s stance since
its inception. Having
Pakistan's support on the
Karabakh conflict,
Azerbaijan has openly
backed Pakistan's posi-
tion on the Kashmir issue
for many years

The “diplomatic and

ideological affinities of
Pakistan and Azerbaijan
over the MNagomo-
Karabakh and Kashmir
conflicts led Mew Delhi
(o start getting closer 1o
Yerevan, Although Baku
triecd to keep India-
Ammenia relations from
;p]ﬂmg_nver into its
iplomatic and economic
relations with New Delhi,
India’s continuous sup-
ri o Armenia in the
cond Karabakh War in
2020 revealed India’s
strong  attachment  to
Armenia. )
Tuda%', the growin
bent of India in the South
Caucasus region is dis-
cernable as it seeks to
exent its influence there,
Unequivocally, India’s
concemns are largely due
to  Azerbajjan  and
Turkey's  ties  with
Pakistan and their support
on the Kashmir issue.
Moreover, Pakistan's per-
sigtent  support 1o
Azerbaijan over
Magorno-Karabakh and
its  admonition  of
Armenian  aggression
against Azerbaljan con-
cem India as it calculates
the increasing strength of
the Turkic states and their
relations with Pakistan
India has been working

hard to  tap _ into
Azerbaijan’s  profitable
markets since the rise of

its oil industry. By the
i.rear 2020, more than 190
ndian companies were
operating in_ Azerbaijan
with about 31.2 hillion
investments, greater than
that of Armenia or
(reorgia; simultaneously,
India” was increasing its

military ties with
Armenia. .
India’s backing for

Armenia could also be
because of New Delhi's

strong historical relation-
ship with Moscow. Being
an  ally of Russia,
Armenia always seeks
Kremlin's economic, mil-
itary and political sup-
ori, Further, the mem-
ership of the Shanghai
Cooperation
Organization (SCOQ) and
Brazil, Russia, India,
China and South Africa
(BRICS) binds Russia
with India. Thus,
Moscow rather encour-
ages  Indian-Armenian
fies,

To understand the for-
mation of the alliance, it
can be said that the 44-
day war in 2020 stream-
lined the alliance between
Azerbaijan, Pakistan and
Turkey on the one hand,
and India and Armenia on
the other. Since the closer
ties between Azerbaijan
and Turke%and Pakistan,
India has been distinctly
supporting Armenia and
extending substantial mil-
itary assistance. As per
social media and other
refiable sources, India has
agreed  to supply
Armenian armed forces
with a wide range of
weapons, Pinaka muln-
barrel rocket launchers
(MBRL), and anti-tank
munitions, which are
worth 3250 million.
Unsurprisingly, Armenia
had already shown inter-
est in Indian military
hardware before the 2020
war. Mow, it can be reck-
oned that India’s efforts
o arm Armema are 1o
make it a deterrent force
against Pakistan,
Azerbaijan and Turkey.

_ India’is also emphasiz-
ing its economic and peo-
ple-to-people  contacts
with Armenia. The Indian
Coamimumty i Armenia
consisis largely of sfu-

dents pursuing education
in the country. Armenia is
fast becoming an atrac-
tive destination for Indian
students  and  business
owners, India is also try-
ing to weaken the
strength  of Pakistan’s
alliance by bringing the
neighbours — Armenia,
Georgia and Iran — into
its orbit of influence,
India has also been trying
for a long time to connect
the Chabahar Port with
Eurasia through Armenia
so that it can bypass
Pakistan easily.

The growing military
E}arr_ners. ip between

erevan and New Delhi
would be harmful to
maintaining regional

cace and secunty in
outh  Caucasus  and
South Asia. So, if India
keeps fuelling the war in
the South Caucasus
region, Azerbaijan will
not be alone again,
However, the war will nol
remain _limited to the
South Causasus region
but will touch on the
regional security of South
Asia where the Kashmir
issue is already on the

of becoming a full-
fledged conflict.

It is imperative to note
that the Kashmir problem
has been linked to the
guestion of war and peace
in Scuth Asia and after
the US departure from
Afflghanista.n the geaEulil—
ical landscape is being
changed and becoming
favourable for Pakisian
because of the waning
influence of India.

Moreover, India's old
ally, Russia, has also
changed its South Asian
i;oticy; it now regards

akistan as an impartani
actor and beligves that
preserving its friendship

with Islamabad will hel
it maintain its ties wit
other South and Central
Asian states. Moscow
wants zood ties with
Islamabad, something
Mew Delln considers an
immediste and enduring
threat. Accordingly, India
aims _ to  minimize

Russia's proximity to
Pakistan. It is equally
worried over the stron
ties of Turkey an
Azerbaijan with Fakistan
Conspicucus]y,

Pakistan's staunch sup-
%Drters, Azerbaijan and

urkey, are a great help in
presenting  Pakistan’s
case of Indian Occupied
Kashmir on international
fors, | ;

Having said all this,
Pakistan needs to amelio-
rate its relations with Iran
and Afghanistan to count-
er India’s drive to isolate
Pakistan from regional
states, Strengthening
defence  relations  wit
Azerbaijan is good but
economic  linkages are
direly needed to deepen
its ties as well as to main-
tain the status quo.

The increased volume
of trade between Pakistan
and Az&rbailjan will lead
to the consolidation of the
afliance and harmony of
interests. Further, instead
of fretting over the grow-
ing ties between India
and Armenia, Pakistan’s
policymakers should start
working on the shortcom-
ings first. Suffice it to sa
that Pakistan direly needs
economic strength which
will eliminate more than
half of the problems
faced by the country.

The writer is an associ-
ate  professor of
International Relations at
the MNatiomal Universily
of Modern

The forever

ideology

alls for

regime change

in lran, Lula’s

presidential

victlory in

Brazil, the lat-

est democratic wave in

Turkey, and huge pro-

democracy  protests |n

Mexico indicate the rise of

the Left and people’s

growing inclination

towards liberal democracy

in_ today’s  international
political arena. )

The number of populist
leaders around the globe
has fallen toa 20-yvear low
after a series of victories
for progressives, The year
2023 will be equally
important for the future of
democratic  governments,
with critical elections
from Pakistan to Poland
Despite its imperfections
liberal democracy an
left-wing politics 15 mak-
img a heroic comeback in
world politics,

Although we have seen
frightening reversals to
the progress made by lib-
eral democracies in the
past two decades, setbacks
do not mean that this form
of governance has become
wvulnerable, or less rele-
vant. One of the core
strengths  of  liberal
democracy 15 its capacity
to fail and be exposed to
vulnerahilities and errors,
but, at the same time,
come out more resilient —
a distinct advantace not
seen in other systems
when they face setbacks.

It is fair to say that the
right-wing populist exper-
iment appears to be short-
lived In thriving, stable
democratic setups, conser-
vative parties are fast los-
ing popularity, In the UK,

for example, the latest

voting  intention Ils
show a 30-point lead for
Labour Populist policies

and the politics of resent-
ment are mot working for
right-wing conservatives
as such leaders ignore the
actual macro-economic

roblems

unch a rigorous witch-
hunt against their oppo-
nents.

Mow that the Russia-
Ukraine war has further
exacerbated the effects of
the Covid-19 pandemic,
the world will scon shide
N0 recession.  An over-
whelming majority  of
people have lost their life
savings, and been forced
o brace the effects of the
rising inflation. It can be
zaid that people are no
longer living with dignity,
which is why we see how

le across the world
are rejecting the existing
right-wing conservative
setups, which _them
distracted from real issues
through propaganda and
anu ist moves

rom 2018 to 2022, for-
mer prime minister Imran
Khan focused much on
putting political oppo-
nents behind bars instead
of working towards politi-
cal and economic healing.
Similarly, in  Turkey,
President Recep Erdogan
recently used state institu-
tions to apprehend the
opposition  leader  and
mayor of [stanbul, Ekrem
Imamoglu, for msulting
several public officials,
These illiberal moves
have now become coun-
terproductive. Mow, such
decisions lead to people
coming out in huge num-
bers to protest, and calls

and instead

for early elections have
also become a norm.

Im the past, liberal
notions inspired leaders of
sgveral liberation move-
ments — from Mukammad
Ali Jinngh in Pakistan and
Foemal Ataturk in Turkey
to . Vaclav Havel in
Czrechoslovakia and
Melson Mandela in South
Africa.  What  further
attracted the people to fol-
low these leaders was the
clear message: liberal
democracy  distributes
power from top to bottom
and relies on the consent
of the governed.
Authoritarian or theocrat-
ic regimes do not care
about people’s opinion.

Liberal democracy is
one of the most powerful
ideologies because it gifts
individuals the notion of
practising  freewill —
something which is rather
invisible in other forms of
government.  Thriving
economies have inclusivi-
ty in their societal setups.
and they accept the most
important aspect in life;
diversity. In contrast,
struggling societies host
politics of hate and resent-
ment, toxicity in state
institutions and disregard
of human dignity

Fresh ideas, Twitter
spaces,  parllamentary
debates, fancy confer-

ences on critical issues
such as the UN's COP, are
simply not  enough.
Meaningful democratic
setups are those where
rinciples are enshrined in
law, protected by state
institutions and advanced
b civic participation.

Liberal democracy is
not a product of recent
times
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Notification for
appointment of
administrators in
Punjab issued

LAHORE: Puryahb
Governor  Muhammad
Balighur Rehman on

Wednesday issued gazette
notification for appoint-
ment of administrators in

1‘u&1ab.

iovernor Rehman gave
orders to issue sazelte
notification  after  the
approval of cabinet com-
mittes, The administrators
have been restored under
the Local Government
Act, 2022, All the powers

of the local government
departments have been
entrusted to the bureaucra-
cy. The commissioner will
be the head of 11 metro-
politan corporations of the
province.” edgfulg' CioaTI-
missioners will be the
heads of 11 district coun-
cils of the semi-urban
areas. The deputy com-
missicners will also be the
chiefs of 30 district coun-
cils of the rural areas.

The heads of union

councils  will be the
respective assistant direc-
tors of local governments.
The gazette notification
of new administrators to
run the local government
system has been issued
Om Tuesday might, ther
overnor asked Punjab
.%;ssemb]}' speaker to inmi-
ate legal process for estab-
lishing a parliametary
commitiee for choosing a
caretaker chief minister
for the province [NP

A microorganism
promises macro
benefits for economy

ISLAMABAD Pakista
n can create a better envi-
ronment and a healthier
economy by cultivating
Spitulina — a highly
nutritious blue-green
algae, said Dr
Muhammad Asif Javed,
Chief Executive Officer
(CEQ) of ‘Mol
Organics’ from Rahim
Yar Khan, while talking
to WealthPK. _

He said Spirulina culti-
vation was mmn% all
over the world and busi-
ness opportunities con-
cerning its value-added

roducts were coming
orth,

“China, France,
Ireland, Spain, and India
are a few examples of its
largest roducers.
Pakistan can be one of
them by brnging aware-
ness among the ?mﬁle.
Normally, [00 to 130
of Spirulina can be easily
delivered in a month. Tt
depends upon the capaci-
tv of your culture
vessel/pond Dry
Spirulina powder easily
sells at PKRGOO ]ger l-cE,
and around Rs40-30,00

er month can be eamed
t requires less water and
less land, and is used in
wet or dried forms as a
complementary  dietar

ingredient for livestock
commercial agua cultures
of prawns, fish, and other

y

QUETTA: Traditional flolk per

industrial productions,”
he said, i

 Continuing the discus-
sion, he said Spirulina
Platensis was widely used
due to its outstanding

nutritional value. They
are single-celled, photo-
synthetic, phototrophic

MICTOQMZanisms,  com-
nja:mll)- called cyanobacte-
na It grows throughout
the world and is called
the vegetable plankton as
well, )

“BGA is one among
very few  botanical
sources of all 20 essential
amino acids imporiant for
life, Tt is & rich probiotic
SOUrce 1o re lace the
ood bactenia losl due to
the use of antibiotics in
human beings. It is also
considered perfect food
for the skin and body due
to its broad-spectrum
nuirients, i.e. essential
fatty acids, minerals, pro-
eins, enzymes, amino
acids, vitamins (A, C, BI,
B2, B3, B3, Bo. BIZ, E,
K. choling, thiamine,
folic ‘acid, biotin), trace
minerals (calcium, chlo-
ride, chromium, copper,
iron, magnesium, man-
ganese, potassium, phos-
phorus,  zinc, sodium,
mc.])f D Asif said

“In short, fewer than 20
such ‘substances have
been discovered and are
believed to be required

e ——

ing rain in provinecial capital.

Pakistan records sharp
rise in Covid cases

ISLAMABAD: A day

after re;ﬁlrl:ing lowest
Covid-19 infections. in
months, Pakistan has

recorded a surge in num-
ber of daily coronavirus
cases which were 24 with
no fatality during the last
24 hours | showed the sta-
tistics released by the
Mational Institute of
Health (NIH) on
Wednesday morming.
According to the NIH
data, the death toll mn the
country remained the
same at 30,640 whereas
the number of total infec-

tions now soared to
1,576,109 . after adding
the fresh 24 cases,

Pakistan had registered
only five infections on
the previous day.

During the last 24
hours (Tuesday), 4,152
tests  were  conducted
throughout the country
whereas the positivity
ratio also shoot ume.S%
percent as compared to
previous day’s (.27 per-
cent. The number of
patients in cntical care

stood at 12,

China back to "normal'
after end of Covid curbs

China has remumed to
normal after the lifting of
Covid-19  restrictions,
Vice Premier Liu He told
the World Economic
Forum on Tuesday as he
invited "international
friends" to visit the coun-

v,

China _ abruptl
dropped its "pero-Covi
approach last month after
three years of enforcing
some of the harshest anti-
pandemic restrictions in
the world

The move led to a
wave of infections that
packed hospitals  and
overwhelmed crematori-
ums, with authorities
revealing Saturday that
almost 60,000 Covid-
related  deaths  were
reported in just over a
month.
_ But Liu told the meet-
ing of the global elite in
the Swiss Alpine village
of Davos that the trans -
tion "has overall been sta-
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former sit under temporary setup dur-

for human survival, BGA
contains 13 out of them,
Spirulina Maxima and
Spirulina Platensis are
two species of BGA com-
monly used for & vanety
of industrial purposes.
For example, in the phar-
ma industry, it is used to
produce protein supple-
ments and other medi-
cines. It is used to cure
high blowd pressure and
increased levels of cho-
lesterollipids  in  the
blood, dizbetes, obesity,
anemia, night fr[mdness,
pancreatitis, glaucoma
etc. New poteniial uses o
spirulina include extrac-
tion of a valuable enzyme
like Phosphoglycerate
Kinase for ATP determi-
nation, use in immunodi-
agnostics as a phycobilin,
and superoxide dismutase
required in genetic engi-
neering "Dr- Asif  said
Spirulina’s anti-oxidant
properiies prevent cancer
possibilities, and its effect
on skin nourishment has
also paved the way for
cosmetic  formulations
using this alga ““With fair-
E,'_hlqh nutritious value,
Spirulina is favorable for
fish growth and can be
used as a complementary
nourishing ingredient of
feed for poultry, shrimps,
fish, etc. It is also a cheap
source te get very nutr-
tious biofertilizers. INP
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ble and smooth”

"The nme to reach the
peak (of m[‘&clinm{ and
to retum to normal has
been relatively fast. In

some  senses, it has
exceeded our expecta-
tions,” he said

Liv said the food and
beverage industry and
tourism had started to
refurn to normal, with
five billion trips ex?ected
during China's  Lunar
Mew Year holiday thal
bewins this weekend

Things have compre-
hensively returned to nor-
mal." he said.

"Currently the main
difficulty is still the elder-
Iy, those with underlyin
conditions," he said,
adding: "We are currently
striving to tackle this.®

Millions of the elderdy
in Chinag are not full
vaccinated, wil
President  Xi  Jinping's
government criticised for
not priofitising immuni-
sation campaigns among
the country's most valner-
able citizens INP
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ISLAMABAD:
Commission on Trade, Economic, Scientific and Technical Cooperation has started.

ECP restores
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Technical Cooperation

8th meeting of the Pakistani-Russian Intergovernmental

membership of 36 more
parliamentarians

ISLAMABAD: The Election
Commission of Pakistan E(IE[_‘.PJ-
on Wednesday restored the
membership of 36 more law-
makers after the submission of
assets’ details.

According to the ECP, the
membership of 25 lawmakers of
the MNational Assembly and & of
the Senate. The restored sena-
tors include Senator Zarga,
Senator Taj Haider and Senator
Fida Muhammad Khan.

The ECP has also reinstated
the membership of three law-
makers  of  the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Assembly as well,

Earlier, the Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
suspended the membership of as
many as 271 lawmakers over

their failure to submit details of
their assets and liabilities,

The electoral watchdog sus-
rcndad the mcmbcrsm? of 271
awmakers after they failed to
submit the statement of their
assets and liabilities that is
re%uired by the ECP at the year-
end.

The parliamentarians sus-
pended by the ECP include 136
members  of the National
Assembly, 21 from the Senate,
. from the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa {1(]"}1 Aszembly,
48 from the Sindh Assembly
and 12 from the Balochistan
Assembly. .

It is pertinent to mention here
that in January, the Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP)

had given a deadline 1o the par-
liamentarians for submitting the
details of their assets by January

The ECP released a list of
arliamentarians  from  the
ower and Upper Houses, as
well as from theﬁ!}mvincjai
assemblies who failed to submit
asset details. :

The commission stated in a
notification that some lawmak-
ers did not submit their state-
ments of the assets despite the
expiry of the December 31
deadline. It asked the lawmak-
ers to submit the details of their
assets to the ECP by January 15,
otherwise, their membership
will be suspended on January
16, INP

Parliamentary panel to
decide on nomination of
Punjab caretaker CM

LAHORE: The issue of the
nomingtion of the caretaker chief
minister of Punjab has been sent
to the parliamentary committee
for decision on Wednesday.

Governor  Punjab Baligh ur
Rehman has written letter to the
Speaker Punjab Assembly for
constitution of a parlinmentary
committee over nomination of
the caretaker CM  of the
provinee Following  dissolution
of the Punjab Assembly, the gov-
emment and opposition expedit-
ed consultations for a caretaker
set-up in  province Speaker
provincial assembly will form a
six-member committes, compris-

es of three members each from
the government and the opposi-
from,

PML-N, the largest opposition
party in the provincial assembly,

15 expected to nominate Malil
Ahmad Khan, Khalil Tahir
Sindhu and People’s Party's

Hassan Murtaza as s nominees
for the committes,
_ In case the matter won't decide
in the parhiamentary committes,
the issue of the nomination of
Punjab's caretaker chief minister
will be forwarded to the election
commission for final decision.
Before the 2018 general elec-
tions the opposition and the gov-

LHC seeks govt’s reply
to plea seeking
identification of

heirless bodies

LAHORE: The Lahore High Court (LHC) on
Wednesday sought the Punjab govt's response to a
plea seeking the identificanon of heirless bodies.
ajid Sethi heard the
Siddique Advocate. The LHC benc
the initial arguments of the applicant sought the
Punjab government’s response to the plea and
directed it to submit a detailed report regarding
steps being taken to identify heirless bodies.

he Punjab government has been directed to also
rovide details about the number of identified heir-
e85 bodies Azhar Siddique Advocate in his
said that heirless bodies kept at the various hospitals
of the province are being humiliated, which is a vio-
lation of human rights Further hearing on the plea
until Febmary 7.0n October 13,
last year, Adviser to the Punjab Chief Minister,
Chaudhry Zaman Gujjar, spetted unclaimed bodies
left abandoned on the roof of Nishtar Hospital in

Justice

has been adjourne

Multan INP

lea of Azhar
after heanng

plea

Efforts of KC-EU in
highlighting Kashmir
issue commendable:
Asad Majeed

BRUSSELS: Pakistan’s new Foreign Secretary Dr
Asad Majeed Khan has apﬁrﬂciatﬁd the efforts of
(KC-ELI}) in highlighting

the Kashmir issue and said that these efforts wi

continue with a new dimension

He was speaking to Chairman KC-EU Al Raza
Syed durimia farewell ceremony held in his honour
e mentioned here that Asad Majeed was
previously Pakistan's Ambassador to the
Union, Belgium and Luxembourg before assuming
the charge of Foreign Secretary and the Pakistam
community based in Belgiom organized a function

Kashmir Council Europe

It should

in his honour in Brussels.

Chairman Kashmir Council EU Ali Raza Syed
praised Foreign Secretary Dr. Asad Majeed's diplo-
matic efforts in improving Pakistan-EU relations
and highlighting the Kashmir issue and said that we
wish him all the best for his new responsibilities. Tt
should be noted that the Secretary of Foreign Affairs
is on a visit to Belgium after assuming office of the

foreign secreta rg.r.lﬁf’

in a rad,

The ANF confiscated

in was hidden behind the

ernment were failed 1o stnke a
consensus over the name for the
caretaker chief mimister  of
Punjab and the matter was decid-
ed by the Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP).

The election body had nomi-
nated Prof. Hassan Askari to lead
the caretaker setup in  the
provinge before the election

It 15 pertinent to mention here
that Pumjab  Chief Minister
Pervaiz Elahi forwarded the sum-
mary of dissolution on Thursday,
and as per the Constitution, the
assembly dissolved within 48
hours regardless of the gover-
nor's decision INP

ISLAMABAD: Former Law Minister and leader of PPP Senator Maula
Bakhsh Chandio speaks during press conference at People Secretariat.

ANF foils smuggling

Two injured
in Lahore
cars collision

LAHORE: Two people were
seriously imured in collision
between two over speeding cars
here in the metropolis on
Wednesday _ _

According to details, the acci-
dent took place in Main Boulevard
Gulbere Lahore where two cars
collided which overtaking,

Two people including Ahmed
25, and Imran 40, were seniously
imjured in the accident and shifted
to Services Hospital Lahore.

The police impounded both
vehicles and after registering a
case into_the incident started an
investizaton [NP

Woman
attempts suicide
but rescued by
PN divers

SUKKUR: A woman attempted
suicide over financial issues by
‘]Jumlgmg into nver but was rescued

¢ Pakistan Mavy divers here on

'ednesday. )

_According to details, a_woman
d[sag_p_mm_ over poor financial
conditien jumped into River Indus
to end her life in New Pind of
Rohri, Sukkur o

The local people informed the
Mavy Rescue Centre after divers of
Pakistan MNavy rushed the scene
and saved the drowning woman
identified as  Sanam  dfo
Muhammad MNawaz.

The unconscious woman was
shifted to Taluga Hospital Rohn
and later handed over to Rohn
Police after she retumed to con-
scicus, INP

Four security
personnel martyred
in cross-border
firing from Iran

RAWALPINDL Four secunty
personnel embraced martyrdom in
a cross-border terror attack from
Iran border 1n Balochistan®s
Pamgur district.

According to Inter-Services
Public Relations (1SPR), the inci-
dent oceurred when terrorists from
across the Pakistan-Iran border tar-
geted a convoy of security person-
nel paerHmE along the divide in
the  Chukab  Sector  of
Balochistan's Panjgur District

The 15PR said that the militants
used [ramian soil 10 “target a con-
voy of security forces patrolling
along the border”. Iran has been
asked to hunt down the terrorists
on their side, the [SPR statement

sand, [NP

bid in Karachi

201 heroin-filled capsules
were recovered by ANF

flight. In Rawalpindi, the

ISLAMABAD: The dnver’s seat in a se¢ret  ANF arrested a suspect
Anti-Marcotics  Force  portion, The two suspects  from Jhelum and recov-
(ANF) authorities on  from Pasheen were taken ered 20  heroin-filled
Wednesday foiled a intocustody. tablets. ) )
smuggling bid in Karachi In a separate incident, The  Anti-Narcotics

Force has booked all
accused in the anti-nar-

I86kg of hercin from a near the Islamabad cotics law, an

truck. The truck which  motorway toll plaza. spokesperson added.

wias  coming  from The ANF and ASF Earlier, the Anti-

Balochistan to Karachi  Peshawar airport confis- Marcotics Force {ANFE

stoﬁglmd near Gadap town,  cated 1.5kg of heroin  seized a large hawl o
e large haul of hero-  from  a  Doha-bound  hashish in a raid in the

hilly terrain. INP

2,

urapean

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

The Deputy Director, Agriculture (On Farm Water Management) DERA BUGTL, invites sealed
Tender/Bid for exaculion of various development schemes under the project CONST OF LINING OF
WATERCOURSES {2000 RFT EACH SCHEME, DERABUGTI. PSDP NO. 125 [Z2022.0370] from
inerested contractors/finm with the Bid Securty @ 2% of estimated costiofferad rate in shape of Call
Daposit (Refundable]. The non-refundable Tender Form Fee Rs.2000/-to be deposited in any National
Bank of Pakistan Branch silualed in Balochistan Province fwough Graen Bank Challan in & head of
account (CO3136) (verified by the District Accounts Officer). TSE No. TSE- -222301225013Bid
Security 2% for the work.

1 CONSTOFLINING OF WATERCOURSES, IN DISTRICT DERABUGTI.

&

Pt

38,054,000/

Production barriers in Pakistan

hinder exports: WealthPK

ISLAMABADPrivate
businesses play a very
imperative role in the
economic  development
of Pakistan and are con-
sidered the backbone of
the economy, said Zahid
Mehmood Akhtar, a PhD
scholar at the National
University of Maodern
Lan =uaﬁ1e5~ while talking
to WealthPh.

He said almost 75% to
80% of the labour force
was employed by private
companies, showing their
huge congribution
towards reducing unem-
ployment in the country,

“Private businesses are
more labor-intensive and
tend to lead to a more

equitable income distri-
bution. They are crucial
for creating jobs and
reducing poverty by fre-
?u_enlly offering jobs at
air pay rates to employ-
ees  from  low-income
households and also to
women who have few
other opuons for earn-

= % j

Furthermore, he said
private enterprises were a
major contributor to the
country’s technological
innovation, which was a
major part of economic
growth. A vanety of busi-
ness operations can be
conducted in these sec-
tors, in both rural and
urban areas of the coun-

iy,

Akhtar said, “Private
businesses make a signif-
icant _  contribution
towards income genera-
tion, and reduction in
unemployment and
paverty but there are also
some hurdles they face
such as lack of capital
and [lack of] access to the
cutting-edge technology.
There are also flaws in
the trade policies and the
government needs o
address them ™

“roods’ exports result
i & rise in the country’s
gross domestic product
E]GD]’}._ But bem% a

eveloping country, there
are production barriers

Procurements shall be made under BPP Rules 2014. Eligibility of Bidders: Presence in Active Tax
Payer List. The bidding firm must not ba blacklisted by any procuring agency of Pakistan, Balochistan
Revenue Authority Registration is required. The bidder must have compleled 3 Assignment of similar
natura of work, Turnover of al leagt 27,337 B00/- PKR Amount in3 subsequant
fingncial capacity of the firm, Registration with Pakistan Enginearing councll (FEC) C-5 and above (Upto
65 million). In Relevant Category And Specialized Code is CEQ4{v) [imgation onty}, CE10(j) (General Civil
Enginaaring Works). The bidding firm must submit income Tax Returm of Taxation Year 2022, Income Tax
Registration cerificate i requirad. The Bidding Firm must submit Audi Report/ Audit Balance Sheet ol FY
2019-20, 2020-21 & 2021-22, The bidding Firm mustsubmit Company's latest Bank Account Statement of
Bank Credit Line Cartificate. Bidder has to submit tander fee on original green challan Method of
Procurement: Single Stage-Two Envelope Procedure. Bid Security: The bids must accompany Bid

previous years showing

faced by the prvate firms
due to which they cannot
export goods. Pakistan
has thus been unable to
take full advamtage of
exports as it should have
taken. The government
should focus on these
issues and develop poli-
cies o make prczguctim
easy, as the country can
be economically strong
due to exports,” said the
NUML scholar.

_ Responding to a ques-
tion about the barmers
faced by the private sec-
tor, he pointed out that
electncity was one of the
main barriers since its
consumption was
increasing on a daily

basis. Access to financing
and  macroeconomic
instability are also impor-
tant barriers, according to
Alchtar.

He said foreign direct
investment ¢ould also
benefit the country if it
wWas easy 10 start a new

rivate business and 1f it
iad strong  investment
policies that accommo-
date private companies.

Investment is consid-
ered to be an important
indicator of g h and
Pakistan needs to focus
on provision of a busi-
ness-friendly  environ-
ment to safeguard the
interest of investors, he
said. [NP

Security (2%) in the form of Call Depasit or Bank Guarantee (Banl's certificale is mandatory) in the
name of ihe undersignad from a scheduled bank. Tender Documents: The bidding docurments can ba
downipaded from BPPRAwebsite. Bid Validity Period: 20 days lssuance of tender Documents: From
ihe date of publication, during office hours of any working day, Last Date of bid submission: The Tenders
ghould ba submitted on 10-02-2023 fll 12:00 PM Sharp at the office of the undarsigned. Tender opening:
The Technical Proposals will be opened on same day &t the office of the under-signad at 01:00 PM.
Stamp Duty: The successful biddar must submit the Stamp Duty in shape of Judicial Stamp Paper or
Special Adhesive Stamps a3 per policy. Address: Office the Deputy Director Agriculiure On Fam Water
Managemenl, Dera Bugt. Note:- The Tender Opening Commitlea/Bid Evaluaion Commiliae reservas
the right (Delegated by the BFPRARUles 2014) that eifner acceptor reject any or all the offers/quotations
priortathe acceptance ofa bid. &)  The ContraciorFirm not qualifying the basic aligibility criteria will not
beanteriained in the bidding process. b) The bidder/ firm should quote all the rates in BOQ's otharwise the
bidding would be consider a5 non-responsive. ¢) As per palicy, ihe Procuring Agency resenves the rnight to
INGresase of decrease quantum of work. ContactNo,  +3442324004

DEPUTY DIRECTOR AGRICULTURE

ON FARM WATER MANAGEMENT
DERA BUGTI

§ mdpgprbalochistan
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Traders, industrialists seek lifting
of import curbs: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD: Leading industrialists and representatives of chambers of commerce and industries from across
Pakistan have urged the Siate Bank of Pakistan (SBP) to ease import restrictions.
They said the government’s import restrictions have left the industrialists and importers with no other option

but to cut their business activities

Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and Industries (ICCT) President Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawri told WealthPE that
the government should find alternatives and substitutes to imports, and to take appropriate measures to promote
exports in the country. He said that shortage of dollars is one of the main causes of financial crisis, adding that
the government needs to enhance cooperation with the business community and industrialists to explore new

export markets.

e said that foreign currency reserves of the country could only be increased with burgeoning exports. Almost
all the export-oriented industries in Pakistan need to import raw material to produce finished products for exports,

and all respective industries are waitinifnr the SBP to open letters of credit (LCs) to im
and tools of industries, Meanwhile, Ba

e

b

WORLD
CONOMIC
FORUM

DAVOS: Federal Minister for Climate Changc.-éenatur -éherry Ra;;ﬁ ﬁpcaking in a panel dis-

rt basic raw materials

Itawri said while addressing a function at the ICCT that the government

g

cussion in WEF annual meeting in Davos.

KP governor dissolves
provincial assembly on
CM's advice

New rain,
snowfall spell

to hit many cities

ISLAMABAD: Different areas of
the oquniF,r will receive light rain and
snowlall from today 7

The westerly winds will enter
Balochistan, the Meteorological
De ent said.

nowfall is likely in Quetta, Zhob,
Barkhan, Ziarat, Chaman, Pishin,
Mokundi, Dalbandin  and other
areas, The Meteorological Department
has alerted the departments concerned

Similarly, a new wave of cold will
enter Karachi from January 21 and 22.

Drizzle and light ram are likely in
Sg_mbar Shahdadkot,  Kashmore,

ikarpur, Larkana, Sukkur, Ghotki,
Khairpur, Dadu and WNaushehro
Feroze

In Lahore, fog has withered away
However, the intensity of the cold
remains. The temperature in the city
was recorded six degrees Celsius.

In Murree, snowtall has stopped,
and the sun shines. The tourists have
thronged the hill station TNP

Imran Khan
summoned in
female judge
‘threat’ case

CISLAMABAD: A district and ses-
sions  court in  Islamabad on
Wednesday summoned former prime
minister and Pakistan Tehreck-e-Insaf
(PTT) Chairmian Imran Khan in a case
refated to his “threatening’ remarks
against a female judge.

Imran Khan, who was asked to
appear before the court in person
today, skipped today's hearing, while
his junior counsel Sardar Masroof
appeared before the court, .

e hearing was adjourned unil
January 24 as srm[m'_]udg.: Rana Majid
had been on leaves. PTI chairman
Khan has been directed to ensure his
court appearance on the next hearing,

A terrorism case was registered
against Imran Khan in Margalla police
station for allegedly using derogatory
language and threatening Additional
Session Judge Zeba Chaudhry in his
speech in Islamabad on August 20.

However, the Islamabad High Court
(THC) on Sep 19 ordered removal of
terrorism sections from the case regis-
tered against the PTI chief for threat-
ening the woman judge and officials
of Tslamabad police INP

IHC adjourns
Azam Swati’s
contempt plea
against CDA

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad
High Court {IHC) on Wednesday
adjourned the contempt plea filed
by Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI}
Senator Azam Swati against the
Capital Development Authority’s
(CDAY

As per details, the court rejected
the plea to issue a contempt notice
to the respondents.

Justice Arbab Muhammad Tahir
said that the contempt plea which
the petitioner mentioned, was nei-
ther the court order nor the petition-
er’s plea.

The court remarked that the peti-
tioner himsel is ready 1o demolish
illegal construction but urged to
stop the authorities from demolish-
ing the illegally constructed farm-
houses

There is no mention in the courl
arder or in the petition to de-seal the
%rupert}', Justice Arbab Muhammad
ahir added. .

Earlier, the Islamabad High Court
{II-I(‘.? suspetided the Capital
Development Authority's (CDA)
notice to seal Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insat’ (PTI) Senator Azam Swati’s
farmhouse.

Justice Arbab Muhammad Tahir
heard the petition filed by Azam
Swati’s wife in THC.

The court issued notices to all the
parties and stopped them from tak-
m%any further measures.

DA didn’t issue any notice prior
to sealing the farmhouse, the peti-
tioner's counsel told the court and
requested the court to stop CDA
1[“}\];:.'1;1 taking any further measures

PESHAWAR: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Governor  Haji
Ghulam Ali on Wednesday signed
the summary sent by Chief
Minister Mahmood Khan Tuesday
advising him to dissolve the
provincial assembly. )

With the ernor’s signature,
the Khyfgrv Pakhtunkhwa
Assembly stands dissolved today.

Unlike his counterpart in
Puru]ah KP_ Governor  Haji
Ghulam Al signed the summary
of assembly ~dissolution well
before the expiry of stipulated
time. Whereas Punjab Governor
Balighur Rehman, who had also
received the assembly dissolution
summary by Punjab Chief
Minister Ch Pervaiz Elahi, did not
sigh it, leting it dissolve on its
own on Saturday night after an
expiry of 48 hours. ) )

According to the notification
issued by the Govemor's House,
Peshawar today, “Govemor Haji
Ghulam Al under Clause (1) of

=

2/

Article 112 of the Constitution of
Pakistan dissolves the Provincial
Assembl of  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa  with immediate
effect. Henceforth, the Provincial
Cabinet also stands dissolved.”

The notification further states:
“In terms of Clause (4) of Article
224-A of the Constitution, the
incumbent Chief Minister Mr
Mahmood Khan shall continue o
hold office to perform day to day
affairs of the Province ull the
appoiniment of caretaker Chief

Inister.”

The Article 224 (1A) of the
Constitution binds the Chief
Minister and the Opposition
Leader in the outgoing assembly
to_appoint the Caretaker Chief
Minister and sent the name to the
Governor within the stipulated
Rllv:g'tpd of three daysKP Chief

inister Mahmo Khan on
Tuesday might advised KP
Governor Haji Ghulam Ali to dis-
solve the provincial assembly INP

Qureshi asks Govt to
accept resignations of
remaining PTI MNAs

LAHORE: Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) vice chairman Shah
Mahmood Qureshi on Wednesday
slammed the Mational Assembly
speaker for ameptinﬁ\ﬁle resigna-
tions of 35 party’'s MNA

Talking to media, the former
federal minister took a dig at Raja
Pervaiz Ashraf, asking him to

denotify 125 PTI lawmakers
rather than 35.

Shah  Mahmood ureshi
slammed the Election

Commission of Pakistan (ECP),
claiming that PTI members were
de-notified in order to shorten the
run-off. “The prompt denotifica-
tion of PTI MNAs proves ECP-
MA speaker nexus.”

The move of ECP has mocked
democracy in the couniry, he
added Continuing to take aJIJEe at
his political opponents PTI leader
claimed that PDM parties are

afraid of facing the masses and
running away from elections. *“'We
have a one-point agenda on hold-
ing elections in the country.”

ambasting the government
over the economic situation, Shah
Mahmood Qureshi lamented that
the PDM-led government was nol
concerned about the poor people,
adding that today the country was
witnessing the  closure of the
industries and there was chaos
everywhere,

The Election Commission_of
Pakistan (ECP} has denotified
more Members of the National
Assermbly (MMNAs) of the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf” (PTI) after the
NA speaker accepted their resig-
nations.

In July last year, NA Speaker
Raja Pervaiz Ashraf had accepted
the resignations of 11 PTI
MMNAs.I

Pakistani rupee’s fall
against US dollar
continues unhindered

ISLAMABAD: The down-
ward trajectory of Pakistani
rupee against the US dollar
pressed ahead unhindered for
the 21st consecutive session as
it shed another nine paisas in
interbank trading on
Wednesday.

According to the information
collected from the forex deal-
ers, the greenback went up by
nine paisas in the moming ses-
sion and was currently being
traded at Rs228. 75,

On Tuesday, the local curren-
cy depreciated 0.14% in the
inter-bank market as it declined
by 32 paisas to close at 228 66,

During the ongoing fiscal
%-'ear, the rupee has depreciated
0.47% against the greenback.

Ina kc{amtatcd development,
Federal Minister for Finance

and Revenue Affairs Ishaq Dar

QUETTA: A view of snow fall duri rn in

had said that exporters of textile
products, leather goods, surgi-
cal instruments, carpets, and
sports goods would be given
complete facilitation on the
import of raw material/inputs to
meet their export requirements.

The top priority of the gov-
ernment 15 to fully implement
the Export Facilitation Scheme
(EFS) of the Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR) bringing all bi
exporters within the ambit o
the scheme to allow duties and
taxes-free inputs for goods to be
exported

Moreover, the Exchange
Companies  Association of
Pakistan (ECAP) suggested
introducing and settm%t e spe-
cial exchange rate of the EJS
dollar against the rupee for
expnn—lmg{zﬂ hills and remit-
tances IN

ery of 930.INP

should announce bonuses for the exporters and remitters to deposit dollars in banks.

Many industrial units in the count

have either closed their operations or come to the point of halting their

productivity due to non-issuance of LUs from banks to import raw materials and intermediate tools of the indus-

trial units,

The automotive industry in Pakistan has also suffered as leading car manufaciurers including Suzuki, Indus

Motors and Honda have halted operations owing to import restrictions.

Waheed Khan, Member of Pakistan Automotive Manufacturers Association, told WealthPK that althou
State Bank has exempted assemblers of the auto industry from |is } Oper
open LCs and are allowm%rcmty essential import commodities in the country.

h's port city of Karachi. They have warned that crisis of puls-
e country in the coming days owing to import restrictions. They said

have been asked not to

Importers of foodstuff are also protesting in Sin
es, edible oil and ghee could heighten in

the

rior approvals to open LCs, commercial banks

the prices of these commodities are increasing with each passing day and may go beyond the reach of consumers
ifimports are not allowed INP

PM says he asked UAE to
facilitate dialogue with India

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif had
during his recent trip to the United Arab Emirates
. E@nl Mohamed bin Zayed Al-

Mahyan to facilitate dialogue with India an
sincere talk with the arch nvals, if a channel were to

asked Emirati Presi

open

Mr Sharif, in an interview to Al-Arabiva news chan-
nel, confirmed that he had sought Al-Nahyan’s help for
the dialogue, while noting that Pakistan had “leamnt its
lesson” and “was ready for :

“I have requested Mohammed bin Zayed — that he's
a brother of Pakistan and the UAE is a brotherly coun-
try. He also has good relations with India, he can play
a very important role to bring the two countries on the
talking table and 1 give my word of honour that we wall
be talking to Indians with sincerity of purpose,” he

said.

The prime minister met Mr Al-Nahyan on Jan 12 in
Abu Dhabi duning his two-day visit to the UAE, The
visit, Mr Sharif’s third to the UAE since assuming
office in April, was focused on promoting bilateral eco-
rade, and investment ties. .

Recalling the three wars with India and the resulting
toxicity in ties and sufferings that were caused to the

eople, Mr Sharif told the interviewer that “we have
earnt our lesson” and wanted to live in peace
However, he conditioned that offer to the resolution of
“genuine problems”, He specifically noted the Kashmir

nomic,

dispute.

“My message to the Indian leadership and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is that let us sit down on the
table and have serious and sincere talks to resolve our
issues like Kashmir,” he said while remindin

continuing “flagrant human rights violations

bumin
about ¢

NA speaker's
move exXposes
fear of PML-N
leaders: Sheikh
Rashid

ISLAMABAD: Awami
Muslim League {AML
chiel  Shei Rashi
Ahmed said on
Wednesday the move of
MNational _ Assembly
Speaker Raja Pervez
Ashraf to accept resigna-
tions of the PTI lawmak-
ers had exposed the
frightened leadership of
the PML-N.

In a surprise move, the
speaker on  Tuesday
accepted the r::m%nalmns
of 34 PTI lawmakers and
Sheikh Rashid as Imran
Khan dropped a hint of
his party’s return o the
Mational Assembly to
ensure that the dissident
PTI legislators should not
%ive vote of confidence to

rime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif if he would be
asked by President Arif
Alvi to go for it

The AML chief warned
that the country would
further plunge mto eco-
nomig disaster and disor-
der if elections were not
held on time. The coali-
tion government hit the

anic button when Imran

han just gave a signal of ||

IS al.ﬂ.:ilihl}: l]._'i'n;.hssndur tn_ii'akisian Dnmﬂd Blome ca

his party’s return to the
assemblies, he said,
adding that the decision
of accepting the resigna-
tions had damaged the
govermment itself.

He said such moves
would prove futile as only
elections were the suit-
able solution to the pre-
vailing chaotic situation.
He announced that he
would hold a press con-
ference in London on
Thursday INP

ANF foils
narcotics
smuggling bids,
arrests five

ISLAMABAD: The
Anti-Narcotics Force
{ANF) foiled several nar-
cotics smuggling bids and
arrested five drug ped-
dlers besides recovery
cache of narcotics in
countrywide operations
on Wednesday )

Spokesman of ANF
said  that during  snap
checking, the authority
recovered 186 kilogram
hashish from secret cavi-
ties of a truck in Gadap
Town Karachi. The drug
was being smuggled from
Balochistan 1o Karachi

and two drug peddlers
hailing from Pishin were
arrested )

During 4 joint opera-

tion with Airport Securit
Foree (ASF), the AN
amrested an accused hail-
ing from Hangu and leav-
ing from Madina through
Erw‘ate airline flight WY-
24 at Karachi Internati
onal Airport after recov-

-

peace”.

vowed

in the occupied region, and the 2019 revocation of the
Kashmir’s automomy.

He also recalled the pe .
India. “India must stop this to give a messa ]
world that the country was ready for talks,” Mr Shanf
said while underscoring that Pakistan was “more than
willing™ for peace.

The prime minister's spokesman later, through a
tweet, reminded that it has been Mr Sharif™s consistent
position that talks won’t be possible till India reversesd
its “illegal action of August 5, 2019” and that the set-
tlement of the Kashmir dispute must be in accordance
with the UN resolutions and aspirations of people of
Jammu and Kashmir. 3

Interestingly, motwithstandin
emphasis on the centrality of

ersecution of ‘minorities in
1 the

the prime minister’s
ashmir dispute in any

dialogue with India, including one potentially facilitat-

ed by the UAE, the word Kashmir was conspicuously
absent from the UAE-Pakistan joint statement issued at
the end of the two-day official visit.

The UAE boasts strong ties with India. Al-Nahyan's
foreign policy adviser Anwar Gargash, while speaking
at India Global Forum held in the UAE in December,
said the two countries hold “reservoir of trust”™

Indian External Affairs Minister 5. Jaishankar had
on that occasion said India and the UAE would play a
significant role in reshaping the global order .

Abu Dhabi has in the past played its part in defusing

Pakistan-India tensions, Its quiet role in preventing the

situation from sp'[rakinF out of control during the
Balakot stand-off is well k .

_ Emirati envoy in Washington Yousef Al Otaiba had
in 202] acknowledged that his count
managing escalation over Kashmir Wi

THWIL.

had helped in
Desk

Pakistan's first DC power
transmission talents passing down
most advanced technologies

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan's first DC
power tramsmission talent 13 passing
down most advanced technologies,
according to China Economic Net
(CEM). "~

At Matian Converter Station, the
starting point of Pakistan's power trans-
mission artery, the B86-km Matian to
Lahore +660kY HVDC Transmission
Ling. Mir Arslan Ali is training junior
enginesrs 2

s one of the founding emploveses of
the project Pakistan's first DC power
transmission talents, Mir Arslan Ali
Assistant Duty Officer of the Control
and Protection Department, is pleased to
see that the state-of-the-an technology is
being passed on among local techni-
cians. . L

From the completion of the project in
2020, the number of trained DC power

transmission engineers has nearlz)- dou-
bled, growing from 16 10 nea‘:% 30

On the site of the first HVDC trans-
mission project in Pakistan, the engi-
neers who are bound to become the
backbone of Pakistan's power transmis-
sion sector are leaming different fault
situations and the various solutions for
the most complex conditions.

"While China's most advanced power
transmission technology offers a new
starting point for the development of
power transmission in Pakistan, we take
up the baton and impart the state-of-the-
art knowledge to the local staff to sus-
tain its safe operation and make the
strongest power ec!ulpment worth-
while”, Mir Arslan Ali told CEN in an
interview after he received the award for
outstanding Pakistani staft’ in CPEC
projects from the Chinese Embassy INP

llsl on .F.‘ﬂ:.lerﬁl:

Minister for IT and Telecommunication Amin Ul Hague.
Haier group going
local in Pakistan with
new technology

ISLAMABAD: Haier group is going
local in Pakistan with new technol o%}
according to a rﬁpon published by
Grwadar Pro on Wednesda L ]
_ The report says, from UPS air condi-
tioners to the electromically controlled
variable frequency refrigerator that can
make ice in one hour, to washing
machines with “one touch™ function, to
today’s smar home appliances, Haier
Pakistan has formed a complete closed-
leop process of design, research and
development, production, logal adapta-
tion, marketing and promotion, and
localization has gradually penetrated
into various felds.

Currently, 5 Haier Pakistan produc-
ton lines, including rei‘ri_ni-,’eratnrs, freez-
ers, air conditioners, washing machines
and TVs, have been localized 1o varying
degrees, with the overall level of local-
ization increasing from 5% in 2006 to
30% in 2021. Behind the strong local-
ization is the comprehensive vision and
coordination of Haler Group and the

efforts of employees in different posi-
fions in Pakistan After graduating from

a public college in 2001, with the dream
of a young man, Mubammad Humayun
left his hometown for the fledgling

China-Pakistan joint venture Haier
Pakistan [ndusn'ia'I Park. Haier Pakistan,
which became a national special eco-
nomic zone in 2021, 15 known as an
impaortant microcosm of Sino-Pakistan
home appliance cooperation. While
Humayun has also grown from a front-
line worker 1o the head of Air
Conditioner (AC) factory through his
efforts and dedication Humayun started
with the very simple idea -:g;just earnin
a paycheck. Single, he lived in a shar
rooin with no fan, no bed, no cushions,
but full of mosquitoes. Because of his
willingness to think and practice, he was
selected as one of the first batch of tech-
nicians to be sent to Haier HO, Qingdao,
China, for training. The month-long
training became the starting point for the
change in his life. INP

Despite 8% increase in

sales, PTCL sustains losses
in IMCY22: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD Robust growth in both
fixed and wireless streams in the third
Huatju:r of calendar year 2022 pushed

akistan Telecommunication Company
Limited's revenue upwards of Rsl1l0
billion at an 8% annual growth rate:

This growth was primarily attributa-
ble to the consumer segment’s Emd par=
formance, which was led by fixed
broadband and mobile data; wholesale
and business solutions; and microfi-
MANCE SErvices. o

The devaluation of Pakistani mupes
versus the LS dollar, higher borrowing
rates, and other expenses related to pur-
chase of 4G spectrum and comresponding
network rollont continued to put pres-
sure on the PTCL’s profitability. The
company suffered a net loss of Rs5.6 il-
lion_ during the first nine months of
2022, reports WealthPK,

PTCL maintained an upward ﬁrm\'ﬂ‘l
trend in 2021, erating 77 billion in
revenues, which was 7% higher than in
CY20, pnmarly due to growth in the

corporate and wholesale business cate-
?Ul’ll'.‘ﬁ and broadband, With the largest
xed broadband sales and net additons
singce 2015, PTCL was able to expand its
broadband business in 2021,

PTCL reported an operating profit of
Rsd.2 hillion in 2021, an increase of
21% vear-on-year, and a net profit of
Rs6. 9billion. 14% higher than the previ-
OUS Year. :

The company managed to achieve
growth, despite the difficult economic
conditions brought on by inflation, the
depreciation of Pakistani rupee versus
the LIS dollar, the increase in electricity
prices, and other factors.

Pattern of sharcholdin

As of December 31, 2021, the
President of Pakistan owned 62 18% of
the company’s shares, followed by the
associated companies holding 26%
Banks, development financial instilu-
nons, and non-banking financial instit-
trons owned 1 89% of the shares, insur-
ance companies, INP




