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US says Pakistan ‘has
richt to defend itself
from terrorism’

approves 5000 H

Hopefully Punjab
will provide 6 lakh

—

scholarships for Balochistan
and Ex-FATA

Syed Muhammad Yaseen

The Executive
Committee of the National
Economic Council
(ECMEC) has approved
5,000 scholarships for
Balochistan and Ex-FATA.
Students of Balochistan
and Ex-FATA can apply
for  scholarships by
ECNEC in various If'ieiifs
like medicine, engineer-
ing. and law, elc.

Rs: 88B for
flood
rehabilitation
and
reconstruction:

2022 flash floods have
drowned most of
Balochistan leaving human
and matenal loss on large
scale. The ECNEC meeting
also decided to provide
Rupees 88 billion for the
rehabilitation of refugees.
This amount would also be
used for the reconstruchon
of houses in the flood-
affected arcas of the
province

Ten Thousand
Internships for
Balochistan

™ The project also con-
sisls of ]J{].{}{]{] intern-
ships for the students of
Balochistan.  Students
rraduating from  various
1elds can be part of this
internship program,

Laptop
Scheme also
included in the
project:

The recent project also
includes a segment of
providing | lac laptops to
the committed and topper
students of Balochistan
and Ex-FATA, According
to sOUrces inside
ECNEC, the students of
Balochistan will get a
share of 20,000 laptops

These were the out-
standing demands of stu-
dents from Balochistan
and FATA to come at par
with students from the
rest of the country, The
Balochistan government
has welcomed the deci-
sion made by the ECNEC
and termed it a positive
stride towards ending the

sense  of deprivation
among the students of
Balochistan.
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bags of wheat: CM

Govt to take care of
families of martyred
police officials: Sana

ISLAMABAD:
Interior Minister Rana
Sanaullah Khan has said
that the incumbent
Pakistan Muslim League-
MNawaz (PML-N} is com-
mitted 1o lake special care
and Tacilitate the lamilies
of martvred police offi-

cials who lad down their

lives in line of the duty to
save others. o
The Interior Minister

visited Central Police
office  Islamabad on
Wednesday during which
he met wiih family of the
martyred ICT ‘official
Adeel Hussain of 1-10/4
blast and presented a
cheque of Rs10 billion to
them under ‘Shuhda
Package'. He said that
Rs125 million  more
grant will be provided to
the family of the martyr
for construction of house
and his children will be
facilitate till end.
Addressing a press
conference along with 1G
Islamabad Dr.  Akbar
MNasir Khan on the occa-
sion, Rana Sanaullah paid
fributes 1o Sved Adeel
Hussain and said that the
martyr save the federal
capital of massive disas-
ter by sacrificing his own
life. He also lauded the
injured of the blast.
He expressed special

thanks to Prime Minister
and the PML-N govemn-
ment for taking keen
interest and approving the
imbursement of Rs1.22
billion pending amount of
the martyred police offi-
cials

The interior minister

_apprtctiﬁtt_‘d !'-‘_frl'-' Dr Akbar
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MNasir Khan for ensuring
the appointments in the
department and holding a
well disciplined test of
the country's history

Rana Sanaullah said
that during  National
Securily Committes
{NSC), the polincal and
military leadership has
vowed for not holding
any  dialogues  with
extremists and zero-toler-
ance for all terrorist
oroanizations,

{ Taliban are desirous
of holding dialogues on
the issues, they would
have  to lay down
weapons first, he clari-
fied. The minister said
that to tackle terrorism in
better way, the Counter
Terrorism  Department
(CTD) wouekd be strength-
ened and functionalized

He informed that two
terrorists of threatening to
attack Parliament have
been amrested who were
identified as Danival alias
Lulfiqar INP

Hopefully Punjab will provide 6 lakh

bags of

Firing

in Sorab

Manan Mandokhail

QUETTA: Chief Minister
Balochistan  Mir  Quddus
Bizenjo expressed the hope that
Punjab as an elder brother
wiiild provide 600,000 bags of
wheat to the province to bring
an end Lo the prevailing flour
erisis.  He expressed these
views while talking to provin-
clal ministers on Wednesday

M’s comments have come
affter the flour prices skyrocket-
ed and a 20 kg bag of flour i3
being sold at Rs. 3600 in the
open market in Cuetta and
other parts of Balochistan. This
has compounded the problems
of the downtrodden, poor, and
middle class of society.

We have approached the

wheat:

Pumab government about the
rovision of what to the
alochistan  government  to
overcome the Hour erisis in the
province, Mr. Bizenjo said. He
said the federal government
would play its role in address-
ing the financial issues of
Balochistan and bringing an
end to the wheat and flour erisis
here

CM asks Islumabad to
provide one percent
extra share in NFC on
account of security to
Balochistan

The Chief Minister demand-
ed of the federal government to
provide one percent of an extra

share in the national finance
commission award tir
Balochistan on account of secu-
rity. “We are maintaining the
security of half of Pakistan”,
Mr Bizenjo said. He stated that
Balochisian was facing secunty
and financial challenges and

CM Balochitan

m

expressed the hope that the fed-

eral government under the lead-
ership of Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif would address
all grievances of the province.
Bizenjo asks PPL to
pay Rs.34 billion rupees

He informed that currently
Balochistan’s outstanding
against Pakistan Petroleum
Limited {PPL)} was more than
34 hillion rupees. He asked the
PPL 1o make sure of mely
payment of the outstanding
amount of Balochistan so that
the province could overcome
its prevailing financial crisis,

Mr Bizenjo reiterated that
his sovernment has taken a
number of initiatives to
improve the living standard of
the people of Balochistan and
for this purpose, billions were
ailncatec? under the Public
Sector development program.
He directed the concerned
departments to step up efforts
to make sure timely and quality
comstruction of all projects

FIR registered against Naveed Kalmati and

Behram Baloch

GWADAR. Police registered a first
information report (FIR) against former
minister Mir
MNaveed Kalmati and Gwadar Rights
Maulana
Hidayat ur Rehman for inflicting dam-
ages to public properties and inciting

Balochistan caretaker

Movement (GRM) Chief,

s -
viclence in the port city.

FIR was registered at Sur Bandar
dgainst the former minister and the
GRM Chiel for what police said caused
damages 1o public properties during
protest demonstrations. Other leaders o
GRM were also booked for inciting vio-
lence in the port city of the country. Mir
Maveed Kalmat took to the social media
network Twatter and strongly rejected
the government's claim of causing dam-

ages to public properties

Maul

“Iamin Karachi and I
have no involvement”,
Mr. Kalmati said

P S PP PSSP S |

“1 am in Karachi and 1 have no
involvement™, Mi
video shared on his Twitter account. He
however said the “corrupt” elements can-
not hide their ill practices by using force
against the people of Gwadar The FIR
was registered on behalf of Ghulam
Faroog, the MNaib Tehsildar in Gwadar
In the FIR, the applicant said the
accused had pelted stones at the vehicle
of deputy commissioner Gwadar

! Normalcy returns
to Gwadar

Mormalcy retuned to Gwadar as most

Defence Ministér, Air Chief discuss
evolving geo-strategic environment,

ana Hidayat in Gwadar

Kalmatn said 1n a

of the business centers, shops, petrol
Mps, i
Muobile service was also restored in the
city, However, the internet service was
yet to be restored. The people suffered
difficulties because of the suspension of
the internet in Giwadar and other areas.
Maulana Hidavat ur Rehman, the
GRM Chief accused the provincial gov-
emment of using force against the
activists
GRM activists were behind bars during
protest demonstrations, The Balochistan
government has accused the GRM lead-
ers of inciting viclence and disrupting
routing life in the port city of the coun-
try. Baton-wielding peolicemen have
been deploved in the port cily 1o main-
tain law and order stwation. The govern-
ment has also imposed section 144 and
imposed a ban on all kinds of protest

and offices were restored

He said a larse number of

demeonstrations and display of weapons

The United States has

i Crwadar distoict

itself from

leaves 2 injured, blast
rocks Bolan

Abdullah Lehri

Armed accused
opened fire and mjured
o people  1nf8
Balochistan’s  Sorab
town on Wednesday
maorning, Leviess
sources said the armed
accused opened fire
and sernously wounded
Mir Haris Sinhari and Allaf Hussain. The
assailants sped away on their motorcycle after the
attack

The injured were rushed to Sorab hospital for
medical treatment. Police and levies reached the
¥30[ and started an investigation into the incident.

he motive behind the attack could not be ascer-
tained mmmediately, levies sources said No arrest
was made m connection with the attack in Sorab
till the filing of this report.

In Balochistan’s Belan mountains, an impro-
vised explosive device (IED) went off on an
under-construction road m the Bhag area The
blast partially damaged the road and there was no
human loss as a result of the blast. Levies person-
nel reached the spot as an investigation into the
incident went underway

Child pornographer

arrested in Lahore
News Desk

The Federal Investization Agency (FIA) amested a
man invelved in child pornography i Lahore on
Wednesday moming, The accused was mvelved in
multiple cases of child pormography, sources in the
FIA samd During the investigation, the accused
Qaisar Abbas made shocking revelations with regard
to chald pornography

The accused confessed that he posted obnoxious
and obscene pictures of a 1 2-year-old Lahore zirl on
an international porn website

He also revealed during the mterrogation that he
recerved a hefty amount Tor uploading minor pme-
tures wearmg a scart on the website,

FlA sources quoted that the FIA Cybercrime
received the record of a 12-vear-old wirl from
Interpol. Moreover, FIA has sent the accused’s
mobile phones to forensics.

US says Pakistan ‘has right to defend
terrorism

9

I be maintained on every

regional security

ISLAMABAD: Federal Defence
Minister, Khawaja Muhammad
Asif called on Chief of the Air
Stalf. Pakistan Air Force (PAF)
called on Air Chief Marshal Zaheer
Ahmed Baber Sidhu during his
visit  to  Air  Headquarers,
[stamabad on Wednesday and dis-
cussed with him matters pertaining
to evolving geo-strategic environ-
ment and regional security situa-
tion. Speaking on the occasion, the
Defence Minister lauded the
matchless professionalism of PAF
and stated that the government
would utilize all its resources to
modermize Pakistan Air Force (o
ensure an impregnable defence of
the country, Fle admired the

revamping of training by PAF to
produce well- equipped and skillful
waork force to cope up with ever-
changing challenges of aerial
defence and national security.
Khawaja Asif also lauded the
exceptional response of Pakistan

Air Force dunng the rescue and
rehabilitation of flood victims in

the aftermath of recent floods in the
country, The Air Chief briefed the
visiting dignitary about various
ongoing projects being carned oul
by Pakistan Air Force with special
focus on modemnization and devel-
opment of indigenous capabilities.

Chicf of the Air Staff also briefed
the Defence Minister about his
vision of PAF's National Aerospace
Science & Technology Park
(MASTP) project and highlighted
that the mega project was aimed at
fostering collaborative research,
development and innovation in the
domains of aviation, space, IT,
cyber & computing 10 ensure
social, economic, technological and
scientific benefits for Pakistan INP

thrown its weight behind
the COUnter-terron sm
decisions taken by the
Mational Security
Committee (NSC) in its
recent meeting, saying
“Pakistan has a right to
defend itselt from terror-
ism”

The statement from LS
State Department
Spokesperson Med Price
comes two davs atter the
MSC — the highest civil-
military forum for deci-
SI0NS 0N matters pertain-
ing to national security
expressed firm resolve o

that spanned for two days
from Dec 31 to Jan |, |ﬁr:
forum had categorically
asked Afuhanistan’s
rulers — without directly
naming them — to deny
safe haven to Pakistani

ush  terrarisl  groups e
fﬁ;:l"::‘,rgting - :;Eggil;]; terrorist groups on its soil
Pakistan and end their patronage,

In the NSC meeting while reiterating its intent

| ingh of Pakistan’s termito-

to crush terrorist groups
aperating inside the coun-
try with Tull force

The uncharacteristical-
Iv strong-worded state-
ment issued at the end of
the WSC meeting said:
“Pakistan’s security is
uncompromisable and the
full writ of the state will

v
At 4 press I:lrit.:ﬁng o
L'I_'}ul;:sﬂlay. the ES tate
epartment spokesperson
saigathe LIs mP;s ax\Eare of
the MSC's recent state-
ment. " The Pakistani peo-
pie have suffered tremen-
dously from terrorist
attacks. Pakistan has a
right to defend itself from
terrorism,” Price said in
resl]_ionse b0 a question.

e said that the
[Afzhan] Taliban must
uphold the very commit-
ment they had made that
their soil” would never be
used as a launchpad for
intermational  terrorist
attacks. Web Desk




EDITORIAL
QUETTA VOICE

Editor Asim Khan

Balochistan

facing dire
financial crisis

~ Balochistan continues to face a dire financial crisis currently. By any def-
inition, the province’s current financial crisis is dire since the government
has hinted to stop the salaries of employees. Chief Minister Mir Quddus
Bizenjo decided to meet Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif along with all par-
liamentary leaders of the political parties in the Balochistan Assembly to
apprise the premier about the financial crisis.

As

Planning and Development (P
a total of around Rs 200bs under the

per the statistics shared bﬁihc Balochistan government, so far, the
&) d ent has released Rs.70bs out of
blic Sector Development Program

for the financial year 2022-23, This simply proves bad governance coupled
with the serious financial crisis. .

Almost half a year passed. Harsh winter has already begun and construc-
tion work in most parts of Balochistan comes to halt for around two months.
The question arises that how the government would execute development

Emllecl,s worth Rs.130bs within
¢

ze or four months under the

SDP.

initely, the government would not be able to complete projects relating

to education, health, water, roads

, ete.

Such a serious financial cnsis surfaced almost after a decade in
Balochistan since the province's share in the National Finance Commission
(NFC) award was doubled in 2009. This is irony of the fate that successive
Euvemments failed to ensure strict financial discipline to develop this most

ackward province of the country. . : :

Non-development expenditures of the province continue to rise and the
volume of development funds falls fast. This subsequently has the worst
1mIpact on the socio-economic condition of Balochistan.

-or the prevailing financial crisis, both the govemment and the opposition
are responsible since today’s opposition is the de-facto government in
Balochistan, A strict financial discipline needs to be introduced and imple-

mented in Balochistan to improve the living standard of the people of

Balochistan before the situation turns ugly tum,

Thursday,January,05,2023 |Quetta Voice

Global order upended

Ower the past sever-
al decades there have
been a few vears that
really stand out for
having an impact that
resonates for many
yvears to come. One
such year was 2001
when Americans’
view of threats faced
by their country was
fundamentall
altered. The financia
crisis of 2008-09 dev-
astated the American
and global economies
for years to come.

This ast  year,
2022, wiIIDgo down in
history for shakin
the established globa
security order to its
core.  What  was
believed to be the
post-World War 11 era
of stability and secu-
rity is no more. [t was
broadly accepted that
the age of major
wars,  particularly
ones that sought to
change national bor-
ders was in the past.

The relative securi-
ty of the post-World

‘ar era had put coun-
tries, and particularly
industrial economies
of Europe, into a false
sense of security.
Despite repeated ur%*
imgs by the US,
wealthy  European
countries, particular-
ly members of the

Nato alliance had lit-
tle interest in spend-
ing two per cent of
their iDP on
defence, as stipulated
by the treaty. While
the US continued to
overinvest in defense,
Europeans were
happy to spend om
their welfare state —
providing for educa-
tion, infrastructure,
and healthcare,
beyond what the US
has been willing to
do.

This relative calm
came crashing as the

Russian  military
marched into Ukraine
in February. While

Russia had been nib-
bling away at sover-
eign Ukrainian terri-
tory since 2014, 1t
had been largely neg-
lected by the West,
treating  them  as
minor incursions. It is
no longer possible to
ignore Russian
actions.

While the US has
approved large sums
in military aid to
Ukraine, Olaf Scholz
the chancellor o
Germany, has
announced additional
100 billion euros in
German defence
spending. In fact. no
major country in the
world can ignore any

more the risks from
potential adversaries.

The Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine has
also rapidly altered

lobal alliances, The

IS has led the charge

to heavily sanction
the Russian economy
with the hopes of
crippling it. But much
to the West's disap-
pointment, too many
countries in the world
including in Europe
have been dependent
on Russian oil and
as, and grains and
ertilizer from
Ukraine,
_ The war has also
impacted the fortunes
of countries near and
far, While Europe has
suffered greatly from
spike  1n  energy
rices, others in the
Middle East and else-
where have been at
the receiving end of
capital fleeing
Russia. India has
openly flouted US-
led sanctions of
Russian energy bene-
fitting from 1mport-
ing deeply discounted
Russian oil.

The world is seein
the limitations o
sanctions on 4 coun-
try whose products
are in demand.

Even as the world
was reeling from the

effects of the Russian
invasion, the US was
dealing with_internal
threats to 1ts own
democracy. A former
president was refus-
ing to accept the
results of the elec-
tions he lost two
vears ago, Results of
the US midterm elec-
tions held in
November this year
brought a little relief
to the worst fears of
the public, Most of
the candidates with
extremist, antidemoc-
ratic views lost. It
appears  Trump's
political influence is
also diminished,
Among the many
factors  influencing
US election results
was a decision by the
Supreme Court  to
reverse five-decades-
old decisions affirm-
Ing 4 woman's consti-
tutional right to an
abortion, at least in
the early weeks of
TeEgnancy.
egardless of how
one feels about the
vight to an abortion,
the Supreme Court's
willingness to reverse
what was considered
‘settled law’ has cre-
ated deep anxiety
among many sectors
of American society.
There is fear as to

what  rights  this
activist court may go
after next.

Beyond politics, the
financial markets in
the US had one of
their worst vears ever,
Trillions were wiped
out in  financial
wealth, High-flving
technology  stocks
such as  Amazon,
Facebook and Tesla
lost more than 50 per
cent of their value.
The aura of tech hil-
lionaires lost much of
their shine as many of
them were exposed to
be not necessarily so
bright. Facebook's
Mark Zuckerberg has
learnt that
‘Metaverse” may not
be a winning bet yet.
Tesla owner Elon
Musk bought Twitter
for %44 illion and
quickly learned man-
aging a global social
media cmnpanf‘ may
be more complicated
than firing rockets
nto space,

Similarly, the col-
lapse of a major
Crypto exchange has
brought reality to that
speculative venture.

As the world moves
into 2023, the effects
of the crises spawned
in 2022 may stay with
us perhaps for years
to cotme.

- Long denied and then
ignored, climate change
15 now taking a toll m
Pakistan as the country
sits at high nisk of bein
run out of water an
braces for intense and
unprecedented weather
patterns. )
. Pakistan is breaking
its own records of being
one of the worst-hit
countries by climate
change, almost every
ear,. According to the
ilobal Climate Risk
Index, Pakistan ranked
eighth most wulnerable
country in the world. In
May, the UN enlisted
Pakistan among the top
23 countries  facing
drought  emergencies
over the past two years.
Between 1998 and 2018,
the country is estimated
to  have " lost nearly
10,000 lives to climate-
related disasters and suf-
fered losses amounting
to about $4 billion from
152 extreme weather
events. j
Analysts have estimat-
ed Pakistan’s climate
migrants over the past
decade at around 30 mil-
lion people. Severe
weather patterns coupled
with lack of readiness
are not onl _t:nd.an%cnng
lives of millions of resi-
dents but also leading to
food insecurity and
dwindling economie out-

ook

Although heatwaves
had starfed impacting
the country for the last
many years, this year’s
premature heatwave has
made ripples, forcing
millions to readjust or
reduce their daily work-
load or life pattern. The
unprecedented and

Climate challenge

intense heatwave that
began in as early as
April also sent shock-
waves to the country’s
economic outlook, espe-
cially 1o Punjab. The
province produces more
than 50 per cent of the
total wheat of the coun-
try, but the premature
heat resulted in early
harvesting that led to
missing production tar-
gets. .

Punjab witnessed an
unprecedented and pre-
mature rise in tempera-
ture 'ua%'mg from 41
degrees C to 47 degrees

in different parts,
shaving off the spring
season completely this
year. It is not that 47
degrees C 1n the country
15 an abnormal tempera-
ture; the problem is that
wheat and other crops
need certain tempera-
tures at a certain time for
their  growth. The
extreme heat episode in
March and April led 1o a
sigmficant reduction in
the per acre yield from
over 40 munds to 28
munds. In May, the fed-
eral government decided
to import three million
tons of wheat from the
international market to
meet domestic needs.

This vear's intense
and blistering heatwave
didn’t spare mango pro-
duction either, as the
country faced nearly a
50 per cent drop in
MAango production.
Punjab alone, which pro-
duces 70 per cent of the
total mangoes, faced a
60 per cent drop in
mangoe production  dur-
ing the 2022 season. The
ideal temperature for
good  flowering  of

mango must be 13
degrees C to 30 degrees
C, but this year the tem-
eratures in those days

overed  around 40

degrees C,

ear-om-year tempera-
ture  increases Ve
brought plague after

plague in rural and urban
areas. In 2020, Pumjab
faced the most devastat-
ing locust infestation in
nearly BGSy'ears, which
affected 15 per cent of
the area of the province.
Experts believe that the
rising temperature of the
Indian Ocean is one of
the main reasons for the
invasion of locusts in the
South Asian region.

Also, increasing tem-
perature 15 one of sever-
al reasons for deadly air
pollution in the country.
According to experts,
rising temperature is
intricately linked with
the  climate  crisis
because warmer temper-
atures create an environ-
ment for smog formation
and can lead the air to
stagnate preventing
dirly air from leaving an
area. Air pollution thus
exacerbates  existing
inequalities and paves
the way for human rights
violations. _

Defe_rmratm% air pol-
lution is also Teading to
indirect costs such as
lower labour supply and
productivity, migration
of skilled "labour, and
volatility in the financial
sector,

Rising temperatures
are not an exclusive or
sole reason for low yield
of  several cmrs in
Pakistan, but prolonged
droughts and below-nor-
mal rains have their part

to play as well. Despite
having one of the
world’s largest imgation
systems, water channels
across  Pakistan con-
fronted acute water
shortages due to less or
below-normal  rainfall
from February through
June of this year Water
TESETVOITS remained
urfilled or partially
filled leading to hamper-
ing economic activities.,

efore the recent rains
brought relief for the
residents of Cholistan,
Thal and other desert
areas of the country, life
was upturned, forcin
hundreds and thousands
of people to migrate
with their cattle to
greener pastures and
urban centres in desper-
ate search for water,
Although all provinces
confronted acute water
shortages as of late June
Sindh faced the worst of
it with a record 40 per
cent shortage,

The Indus  River
System Authonty
(TRSA) expected a 25

er cenl waler shorlage
or the Khanf secason,
but it turmed out even
worse  with a  water
shortage of 38 per ¢ent,

Pro onlgzd drought
eventually ended with

the beginning of the
MONSO0N Season in Ju?.
e

but heavy rains ma
things look even worse.
Flash floods caused by

abnormally heavy mon-
soon rains have killed
over 350 people so far,
with Balochistan among
the hardest hit.
According 1o the
National Dhsaster
Manﬁfement Authonty
(NDMA), July turned

By Dr Ameena Tanvir

out to be the wettest
month since 1961, with
181 per cent more rain
than average.
Balochistan  received
450 per cent and Sindh
308 per cent more rain
than the annual average,
the disaster agency said
Unusual and torrential
rainfall 1 Karachi
caused havoc, forcing
residents to stay at home
during weekdays. The
provincial government
also announced a day off
to cope with the heavy
rainfall challenge.
During the second spell
of monsoon rains, the
city received more than
an’ entire _summer’s
worth of rain in one day
Ower 50 casualties have
been reported in Sindh.
Successive  govern-
ments, on their part,
avowed to mitigate cli-
mate challenges and
keep the issue as one of
the top Enantles. But lit-
tle has been done in this
regard due to lack of
funding, attention and
will power,
 This year’s devastal-
ing floods have inflicted
immense damage to the
infrastructure ~of
Balochistan and Sindh
It wll take the govern-
ment years to rebuild
resilient infrastructure
since it is barely surviv-
ing a default-like situa-
tion currently. Lack of
awareness among people
and the absence of sus-
tainable policies are
some other factors that
will keep Pakistan’s
fight against the looming
climate change chal-
lenge unaddressed at
least in the foreseeable
future.

Road to progr

akistan

today faces the

gravest crisis

in_its history

after its  dis-
memberment

in 1971, Its foreign
reserves are down to 358
billion, which include

deposits worth 35 billion
from Saudi Arabia and
China with specific con-
ditions of use.

Pakistan needs to
repay loans amounting to
around 38 hillion by
March 2023. Rumour has
it that the IMF has
refused to negotiate with
the present government
because of its past unful-
filled commilments
Other aid agencies are
also averse to helping the
country further, So, what
is the way forward?

First, it is a pity that
despite the acute shortage
of foreign exchange, we
continue to import items
like milk, cheese, corn
flakes, chocolates, tobac-
co for cigareites, and
even cat food from
abroad. Luxury vehicles,
cosmetics and other luxu-
ry items also continue to
be imported. As a result,
our local industry has
been badly affected. We
must ban all non-essen-
tial imports immediately
{orif this violates inter-
nationalWTO faws, then
impose a significantly
high tax rate on these
products) and change our

alicies to stimulate local

industrial development
and export of wvalue-
added products.

Second, we need to
stop relying on foreign
loans and reform our
policies so  that our
expenditure is less than
cur earnings. This can
help us reduce our for-

eign debt. In the short
term, we should let the
Pakistani rupee slide to
about Rs260 or Rs300 10
a dollar since this will
lead to enhanced exports
and reduced u;?m-_ts. One
consequence of this poli-
cy will be a hike in the
prices of fuel, electricit
and imported edible oil,
af'fcct[glg the  poor
adversely. To offset this,
Rs500) billion should be
set aside to help the poor
by providing monetary
support through welfare
programmes. [his will
partly help relieve the
pain imposed by these
policies.

Third, there are only
3.4 million taxzpayers ina
country of 220 ‘million,
We need to impose a sub-
stantial agricultural
income tax based on per-
acre land under cultiva-
tion, and not on_ declared
income, This will gener-
ale a significant amount
of revenue. Property tax
15 also based on substan-
:;13"}’ ]uwclzr asscssmcn;s

an actual property val-
ues. The E‘tcgd to be
reassessed based on mar-
ket prices. This step
alone will result in a
three-fold increase in
property taxes. All shops
across the country must
be taxed based on a flat
tax according to their size
and location. There are
gbout two million retail
stores in Pakistan. A
mandatory retail tax of an
average of Rsd4 000 per
month per shop can lead
to an additional Rs100
billion annually

Pakistan should also
follow in the Footsteps of
India and ban all Rs5,000
and Rs1,000 notes in the
country with no wamning,
and then allow people 1o

5 J—-—

deposit any cash money
in_their bank accounis
within four weeks This
would lead 1o a signifi-
cant mcrease in the size
of the white economy
and taxation. Similarly,
to preserve valuable for-
ci{gn exchange, all letters
ot credit

shogld  be

opened only against the
production of foreign
currency through local
Fur{:has_e or foreign trans-
er by importers. Export
vouchers could be given
to preferred industrial
high-tech exports to com-
pensate them for the high
cost of electricity, etc.

The use of IT can pro-
vide a huge boost to
national tax collection by
bringing in transparency
in the whole process. One
important step in this
connection would be 1o
make it mandatory by
law that all sales and pur-
chases of  property,
shares, cars or any other
assets must be placed
with full details on a gov-
ernment website before
the legal transaction is
allowed. Any complaints
by citizens against under-
valued  transactions
should be independently
examined, and if found to
be correct, 30 per cent of
the additional tax/penal-
ties should be imposed.
The amount so coflected
could go as a reward to
the complainant. This
will curb any black
money transactions

One illustration of how
IT can bring transparency
in tax collection is found
by a project undertaken
E}- the  Knowledge
conomy Task Force that
worked ™ closely  with
MADRA and the FBR 1o
widen the tax net and
ncreass

Facing future floods safely

Pakistan's floods of
2022 were the latest
and most damaging
?’Et.. addition to the
. histery of floods
in the country. As the
muddy waters slowly
recede, the need for
speeding up action to
face future floods
stands clear,

Floods have been the
most frequent natural
disaster 1 Pakistan.
Yet, decisions for land-
use and habitation do
not reflect this reality,
The nising mtensity of
floods has been con-
current with  an
inereasing ol?u_lauon
in the flood plains of
the Indus river. It is
this confluence of
water and people in
floodplains that creates
the tragedy of lost lives
and Em erty. The flood
of 2022 has led to
re_}}orte_d losses of over
1704} lives, affected 33
million people, and
mcurred damages of
over 40 illion
(amounting to 11.5%
of the 2021 national
GDP). The flood of
2010 led to a loss of
over 1200 lives, loss of
homes for over 14 mil-
lion people, and dam-
ages of over $43 hl-
lion, The flood of 1992
led to a loss of 2000
lives, affected more
than 9.3 million people
and incurred damages
of over 1 billion dol-
lars. This list continues
on, Each was declared
the worst flood in
Pakistan’s htﬂtﬂ]’{’.
Each was unprecedent-
ed at its fime of occur-
rence. There 15 prece-
dent for unprecedented

floods in the country.
It 15 time to focus on
setting a different kind
of precedent — one
with a clear focus on
elevating the safety of
people m rural, flood
prone areas, and ele-
vating the well-being
of farmers who bear
the most losses.
The prevailing mind-
set. of flood manage-
ment has to change. In
the past, money has
been poured in huild-
ing levees and flood
rotection infrastruc-
ure, and then again on
re-building higher and
reinforcing more the
structures to “fight™
the next flood after
each cyele of levee
breaches, infrastruc-
ture failure, and devas-
tation of lives and
Eﬂpﬂrhes. Gilbert
hite, a prominent
20th century geogra-
pher, nofed  this
adverse eyele, and
advocated for mclud-
ing the role of humans
in damages resulting
from natural disasters.
He warned about the
trap of building levees
followed by eventual
breaching and flood-
ing, and then rebuild-
g again, with increas-
ing level of damages in

each flooding episode.
The so-called “levee
effect”™, empirically

observed in several
river basins around the
world, points to the
paradox where build-
|$ higher levees has
led to mcreasing levels
of flood damages, This
i5 dug to flood protec-
twon infrastructure cre-
atmg a perception of

flood security, leading
to relaxation of rules
for land-use and con-
struction over time,
and increasing density
of habitation. This
results m greater expo-
sure of lives and prop-
erties to floods. It is
time to see and stop
this cycle. This can be
done "if policymakers
and people recognise
the role of human deci-
sions in contributing to
the disaster. When we
recognise responsibili-
ty for our actions, we

Zain agency for
Ehanggz
What are the changes

needed? First, a con-
ception of flood securi-
ty as the emergent out-

dome arising from
interactions of people
with their environ-

ment. These interac-
tions are governed by
physical laws of nature
and institutions (poli-
cies, rules and norms)
devised humans.
There 15 a need to
structure these interac-
tions in particular ways
in order to be able to
steer emergent level of
flood security towards
a desirable state.
Second, a systems
approach for address-
ing the complex chal-
lenge 15 needed,
Establishing a ‘goal-
seeking’ system siruc-
ture to aftain desired
targets of flood saﬁ:_t?'
15 important. It entails
setting clear and shared
?GEIJS.. having sensors
or measuring the state
of flood security, hav-
ing accurate and timely
communication of that
information to relevant

aclors, having a
process that assesses
the situation (condi-
tion) based on the
information, and hav-
g decision-makers
with necessary authori-
ty that take comective
gction. If all of these
elements alirc linked
appropriately, to pro-
duce a f@adguck struc-
ture at district, provin-
cial and federal levels
and function with nec-
essary  speed and
resoutces, then level of
tlood security can rise.

Presently, agencies
and organisations exist
that monitor and fore-
cast weather, forecast
floods, conduct disas-
ter risk management

and aid mm disaster
response.  However
shared goals of flood
safety are absent.
Additionally, compo-
nents that produce

information at  local
levels at required times
are absent or inade-
quate.  Additionally,
components that have
the authority and
resources to tike cor-
rective action are lack-
ing. These deficiencies
can  be addressed.
Goals and targets for
flood safety can be
instituted and adopied
from federal to district
levels. Necessary links
that connect existing
agencies can be estab-
lished. Sensing and

monitoring, such as
through periodicall
updated flood-ris

ma]]\:-l: can be generated
at tehsil and buildng
lot-level. These can be
shared with the public
{to inform property

owners and residents
of their flood nisks) as
well as to inform pub-
lic officials in land-use
planning. Local evacu-
ation plans for people
and moveable assets
(such as livestock) in
rural areas can be put
in place, and early
warning systems can
be installed
Community education
programmeés that raise
awareness about safety
and evacuation proce-
dures can be condugt-
ed Actions for effi-
cient drainage and
sform water passage
can be taken. Flood
resilient designs and
construction, and aid
for households to live
mn lower nisk areas can
be provided. Financial
solutions, such as
funds in which land
OWNErs gontribute
towards flood loss
compensation  when
needed, can be created,
Such literal ‘raimy-day
funds’ can be drawn up
at time of
need. Overall,
rocesses  for short-
erm and long-term
flood risk assessment
and cotrective actions
can affect tlood securi-
v 1 positive ways,
These actions are not
as costly as some may
think. High resclution,
frequently  updated,
land  imagery’ from
carth-observirig satel-
lites has been available
for free for more than a
decade. National agen-
cies and universities
within Ffs',klstan ha}fEI
capacity for ceospatial
data analysis and %ood
risk mapping.

regular

Inequality and
hunger

eginning on
Mafgr 24,3 the
W o t | d
Economic
Forum 15 gath-
) ering m Davos,
Switzerland for an in-per-
s0n  mesting, discussins
the global tax system an
financial nelusion,
Thanks to protests and
new research, however,
participants will not be
able to avoid the elephant
in the room: the surging
mequality of wealth dur-
ing the pandemic
As the Institute for
Policy Studies (IPS) and
Inequality. org have docu-
mented over the last two
years of a global pandem-
ic, billionaire assets have
surped while millions lost
their lives and livelihoods.
A new report from
Oxfam dramatizes how
hundreds of millions of
Esﬂp!e around the world
ave sfid further into
poverty during this time
period. In a detailed
examination of the food
and agriculture industry,
Orcfam found that billion-
aires in that industry saw
their wealth increase by
%382 billion during the
pandemic. An emergency
windfall tax on  their
wealth increase alone (to
say nothing of their pre-
pandemic billions) could
end world hunger and
double the incomes of 545
million small-scale farm-
ers
In January, an analysis
by the Fight Inequality
Alliance, Institute for
Policy Studies, Onfam,
and the Patriotic
Millionaires found that an
annual wealth tax starting
at just 2 percent for those

with more than 5 million,
3 percent for those with
over 530 mallion, and up
to 5 percent for billion-
aires  could  penerate
upwards of $2.52 tnillion a
year That’s enough to lift
2.3 billion people out of
poverty, fund vaccines for
everyone in the world, and
deliver universal health-
care and social protections
for all the citizens of low-
and lower-middle-income
countries.,

A group of over 150
millionaires released a
strong statement calling
on Davos attendees to face
the dangers of runaway
wealth  inequality and
speak out in favor of
national efforts to levy
progressive income and
maﬁm taxes on the ulira-
wealthy. “The truth is that
‘Davos’ doesn’t deserve
the world's trust right
now,” the statement reads.
“For all the countless
hours spent talking about
making the world a better
place, the conference has
produced little tangible
value amidst a torrent of
self-congratulations,”

“Linti participants
acknowledge the simple,
effective solution staring
them in the face — taxing
the rich — the people of the
world will continue to see
their so-called dedication
to fixing the world's prob-
lems as little more than a
performance.”

The letter 15 signed b
actor and activist Mar
Ruffalo, as well as su

rers of the In Tax We

rust movement including
.ﬂb!%ﬂll Disney, horris
Pearl, and Nick Hanauer,
These millionaires deliv-
ered the In Tax We Trust

letter directly to the World
Economic Forfum offices
in New York and Geneva,
and attended pro-taxation
demonstrations at the out-
skirts of the elite com-
pound in Davos itself

Az the Institute for
Policy Studies (IPS) and
Inequality.org have docu-
mented over the last two
years of a global pandem-
i, billionaire assets have
surged while millions lost
their lives and livelihoods,

A nmew report from
Ofam dramatizes how
hundreds of millions of
ﬁecuple around the world

ave slid Ffurther into
poverty during this time
period. In a  detailed

examination of the food
and agriculture industry,
Oxfam found that billion-
aires in that ndustry saw
their wealth increase by
£382 billion during the
pandemic. An emergency
windfall tax on their
wealth ncrease alone (to
say nothing of their pre-
pandemic Mllions) could
end world hunger and
double the incomes of 345
million small-seale farm-
£rs.

In January, an analysis
by the Fight Inequality
Alliance, Institute for
Policy Studies, Oxfam,
and the Patriotic
Millionaires found that an
annual wealth tax starting
at just 2 percent for those
with more than 5 million,
3 percent for those with
over 530 million, and up
ta 5 percent for billion-
aires could generate
upwards of $2.52 trillion a

ear. That's enough to lift

3 billion people out of
poverty, fund vaccines for
everyone in the world




Zardari felicitates
supporters on ZAB’s birth
anniversary

ISLAMABAD

President Pakistan
Peoples . Party
Parliamentarians (PPPEF)
Asif Ali Zardari on

Wednesaday felicitated the
supporters of the Party on
the hirth anmversary of
the founding chairman of
Pakistan Peoples Party
Shaheed  Zulfikar Al
Bhutto Quaid-g-Awam
was atill ruling over the
hearts of millions of peo-
I'l]:_' even after 43 vears of
s judicial killing, he
said n lus messace 155ued
by his office President
Lardari said the praves of
the murderers of the peo-
ple’s leader, Zulfigar Ali

Bhutto and those who
weare mmvolved o his
A55ASEINANON  CONSPITACY
were deserted.

President Zardari said
Duaid-e-Awam was a mift
bestowed upon the people
that had been oppressed
and exploted for a long
time  and added that
Quaid-e-Awam taught the
people how to think,
speak and live with digni-
tv.He said the Quaid-e-
Aveam clashed with the
powerful forces of the
world  for Pakistan’s
nuclear  capability Asif
Al Zardan smd that
Shaheed Zulfikar = Ali
Bhutto gave nght to have

a passport to every cib-
zen, 50 they could make
their country proud in any
corner of the world.

Fresident ZLardan said
the graves of the murder-
ers of the)l;)mh:_le's leader,
Zulfigar Al Bhutto and
those who were involved
in s assassmabion con-
spiracy were deserted.

President Zardan said
Ouaid-e-Awam was a pift
bestowed upon the people
that had been oppressed
and exploited for a long
time and added that
Ceand-e-Awam taught the
people how to  think,
speak and live with digni-
v 1P

PBF demands a consensus
Charter of Economy, terms
it vital for country

LAHORE: Pakistan
Business Forum (PBF)
has demanded a charter
of economy of 20 years
and said it should be &
consensus  document
comprising all stake-
holders including politi-
cal and military.

Chairing a meeting of

the . Provincial
Execulive Committee
here on Wednesday,

Chairman PBF Punjab

Muhammad Maseer
Malik said that the
forum announced ils

support to the govern-
ment’s decision of early
markets and restaurants
closure but astomished
on the behaviours of
Punjab and Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) gov-
ernments as thev have
refused to comply with
the federal govern-
ment’s conservation
plan to save energy and
reduce its consumption
nationwide

He said that Pakistan
could save $300 million
annually through ener-
gy conservation policy

Naseer Malik  said
political polanzation in
Pakistan was one of the
major reasons for the
country's economic
downfall, When politi-
clans  and  dictators
came nto power, I||¢y

focused more on perpet-
wating their political
careers rather than pro-
moting national inter-
ests. The country’s ini-
tial economic models
lacked consistency and
continue to do so

“We have to think for
out of box solutions and
say good bye to IMF
after completion of the
angoing program. The
olitical  parties of
Pakistan have now hoge
responsibility on  their
shoulders,” he added

Chairman PBF
Punjab said, “There is a
need for a proper and
sustainable  economic
model Stakeholders
should come together
and make a proper eco-
nomic model which
should be there for at
least 10 10 20 yvears and
should not be changed
even if the regime
changes. To bring eco-
nomic  stability,  an
effective fiscal and
monetary  policy  is
needed. There is a
requirement for the two
following mechanisms
for economic prosperi-
ty, stability in politics
with good governance,
and reforms in the pres-
ent  economic  Struc-

fure "MNaseer Malik ur-
Federal

ther said oy -

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Climate €

ernment was working
onoa  mini-budgel
including some tough
measures like imj:un:sine:
a "flood levy™ an
increasing  duty  on
petroleam products

He said that it was
decided to slap "flood
fevy" in the range of |
to 3% through the
promulgation of a presi-
dential ordinance and
firm up a proposal for
unveiling the mini-
budget. The  proposal
was expected (o be
finalize within  the
ongoing week Now the
government was all set
to slap a flood levy in
the range of 1 to 3% to
curtail  imports  and
fetch Rs60 billion into
the second half (Jan-
June) period of the cur-
rent fiscal year Naseer
Malik viewed the pov-
ernment is in a catch-22
situation, as it is quite
hard for the policy-
makers 1o impose addi-
tional taxes at a time
when the country is fac-
ing stagflation However
the CPl-based inflation
stood al over 253%,
while the real GDP
growth was projected to
come down from 3% to
less than 2% for the
current liscal year, he
added NP

‘hange, Senator Sherry

Rehman meeting with Pakistan Humanitarian Forum (PHF),
Secretariat Team and Members Executive Committee.

PO among 17
outlaws held, arms,
narcotics recovered

RAWALPINDI:  The
hce arrested 17 out-
aws including  pro-

claimed offender, oam-
blers, drug pusher, strest
criminals and recovered
arms, narcotics and state
money dunng separate
actions in different areas
of Rawalpindi on
Wednesday.

The Rawalpindi’s
Westridge Police during a
crackdown in its jurisdic-
tion arrested three pam-
blers identified as Tarig,
Mafees and Masir besides
recovering Rs3500 stake
moneay, two cell phones
and gambling tools from
their possession

A proclaimed offender
Zohath Saeed who along
with his accomplices hna
killed a citizen Masir over
personal  prudge was
arrested dunng a raid in
Sadigabad.

The police during

crackdowns against drug
ﬂushcnj in jurisdiction of
vew  Town, Sadigabad,
Cnyar Khan, Gun) Mandi,
Bam and Race Course
police stalions arrested

nne drug  peddlers
including Haris, Musa
Fiaz, Usman, Arshad,
Zafar lgbal, Dawood,

Fiaza, Masir and Hairson
besides recovering over
two kilogram hashish and
45 Iilrescfiquor from their
ossession Four culprits
‘ousaf, Zohaib, Imran
and Ahsan were arrested
during separate actions in

Masirabad, RA Bazaar,
Saddar  Bairom  and
Kahuta areas besides

recovery of four 30 bore
unlicensed pistols  and
ammunition from their
possession. The  police
confiscated  recoverad
weapons, drugs and other
recovered items and after
registering separate cases

awainst detainees at con-
cerned  police  stations
started investigatons

The Rawalpindi’s
Westridge Police during a
crackdown in its jurnisdie-
ton arrested thres gam-
blers identified as 'I]a‘:uq:
MNafees and Nasir besides
recovering Rs8500 stake
money, two cell phones
and gambling tools from
their possession,

A proclaimed offender
Zohaib Saeed who along
with his accomplices ha
killed a citizen Masir over
personal urud\l_gr: Was
arrested during a rad an
Sadigabad  The police
during crackdowns
against drug pushers in
jurisdiction. of  New
Town, Sadigabad, Gujar
Khan, Gunj Mandi, Bani
and KRace Course police
stations arrested nine
drug Fedd]ers including
Haris [NP
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Govt’s energy conversation
plan commendable:
Dr. Shahid Rasheed

ISLAMABAD Former
President of Islamabad Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
{1CCT) Dr. Shald Rasheed Buit
has lauded the federal govemn-
ment for approving the National
Energzy Efficiency and
Conservation Plan to save ener-
o

In a statement issucd on
Wednesday, he said that the
decision will help reduce the ol
import bill, slow the accumula-
tron of circular debt which 15
almost Rs2 3 trillion and result
in an overall saving of almost
two billion dollars which wall
help stabilize the economy.

Ehahid Fasheed Butt said that
the plan should be implemented
with full force withoul compro-

mise as it will reduce losses in
the bleeding energy sector,

According to the decision, the
timings of wedding halls and
markets across the country will
be limited to 10 pm and 8:30 pm
respectively.

The business leader also
lauded the decision to halt the
production of inefficient fans
using 120-130 watts of electrici-
tv and introduce efficient fans
which use less power

Similarly, the manufacturing
of inefficient bulbs would be
stopped and additional taxes will
be imposed on the ones that
were imported which will also
save billions

Shalwd Rasheed Butt sand that
all government buildings and

officers wall consume efficient
eneriy under the plan while effi-
cient geysers will be made
mandatory.

The government had decided
to use strecthghts altematively
and promote electric motorcy-
cles

The formation of a work-
from-home policy 15 also on
cards and a building code for the
construction seetor will be infro-
duced.

The former ICCT President
said that vanous trade organiza-
tions have rejected the decision
and said it would not comply
with the new timings which
should be dealt with according
to the baw as it 15 a matter of sur-
vival of the country [NP

Inadequate wheat supply from Punjab inflates
flour prices in Federal Capital: Cheema

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Minister for National Food
Security and Research Tarig
Bashir Cheema on Wednesday
said that a strategy was being
devised For stabilizing flour
prices to ensure provision of
flour at affordable rates to the
residents of Federal Capital.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, the minister said the rea-
son for flour price hike in the
markets of [slamabad was the
inadequate supply of wheat
from Punjahb

“Per day flour consumption
of Islamabad is 38 000 bags
containing 20 kg flour. The
Punjab government is only
providing 21,700 bags per
day, resulting in a shortfall of
about 1,700 bags per day”,

Cheema added

“The shortfafl 15 being ful-
filled by purchasing the com-
modity form open market. due
to which we faced price fluc-
tuation”, he said adding “the
government has also estab-
lished about 38 sale points to
provide wheat flour to the
lower income groups.”

He said that smooth supply
of wheat and flour at afford-
able price was the responsibil-
ity of provincial governments,
adding that the needs of feder-
al capital were also fultilled
by the supply of wheat from
Punjab

The povernment was also
inspecting the grinding capac-
ity of flour mills in order to

Kaira urges UN to ensure
true implementation of
self-determination
resolution for Kashmiris

ISLAMABAD: Adviser

changing the demography o

tion in Occupied Kas

o Prime Minister on
Kashmir Alfairs and Gilgit-Baltistan Qamar Zaman
Kaira has urged the United Nations on the occasion
of Kashmir Right to Self-Determination Day to
ensure the implementation of its resclutions passed
for the right of self-determination of Kashmiris.

Thousands of Kashmiris have sacrificed their
lives for the great cause, said a press release

He said that today, apart from implementing the
resolutions of the United MNations, India is Mouting
human rights in the occupied valley and not a day
nasses in Occupied Kashmir when innocent

cashmiri youths are not martyred.

Qamar Zaman Kaira said that India is pursuing
Israeli-styvle policies in Oceupied Kashmir and 15
Occupied Kashmir
under the illegal and umiateral measures of Augusi
5, 2019 1o reduce the proportion of Muslim popula-

J]nnir.He said that ladia is try-
ing to achieve its nefarious goals through extrajudi-
cial killings and genocide of Kashmiris. INP

operate them on their optimal

Birth anniversary of

Shaheed Zulfikar Ali

Bhutto observed; rich
tributes paid to PPP leader

PESHAWAR: Pakistan Peoples Party
Peshawar chapter on Wednesday observed 95th
birth anniversary of the Parly's founder chairman
and former Prime Minister of Pakistan Shaheed
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto with great zeal and enthusiasm
and recalled his services, struggle, ideology and
sacrifices for the people and the country

On this occasion, collective prayvers were ottered
for the departed souls of Shaheed Zulfikar Al
Bhutto, Shaheed Benazir Bhutte and other Party

leaders and workers

Speaking on the occasion, former President PPP
Peshawar Muhammad Humavon Khan sad that
Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutte's struggle, theory and
sacrifices were unparalleled and eternal

He was the leader of the people, who laid the
foundation for making Pakistan’s politics, economy
and state friendly for the first ume, he said and
added that Shaheed Zulfigar Al Bhutto was a great
benefactor of Pakistan, a hero of the Islamic world

and a world leader INPP

capacity to I]eriuue sufficient
guantity of Nour to meel local
necds, he added

Tariq made it clear that
there was no shortage of
wheat in the country, and suf-
Ficient reserves were available
to meet domestic consump-
tion. “Strategic reserves are
also being maintained to cope
with any emergency situa-
tion.”

He said that to fulfill the
requirements of Islamabad, a
proposal was submitted Tor
approval o allocate wheat
quota to the federal capital in
Pakistan Agricultural Storage
and Supplies Corporation
(PASSCO) and it was expect-
ed to get approved within the
next few days.INP

SOHBATPUR: Prime Minister Shehbar Sharif visiting newly-devel-
oped computer lab at Govt boys Secondary School Ghulam Rasool Jia
Khan, Sohbatpur, Balochistan.

Ruling coalition gave nothing
but inflation, unemployment to

31 pl'hfﬁﬁﬁiunal hegsars
held in Rawalpindi

RAWALPINDL: The
Rawalpindi Police, in its crack-
downs on professional beggars, to
discourage the menace of begging
and avoid risk of road accidents
due Lo jaywalking of tramps arrest-
ed 31 Bepgars

On the directives of CPO Svyed
Shahzad MNadeem, the in-charge
Beggars Squads, along with their
respective teams, launched crack-
downs against the protessional
besoars in  different localities
including business centres, traflic
signals “and  public places in
Rawalpindi )

During separate actions, 3| pro-
fessional beggars were rounded up
who were being investigated after
registering separate cases against
them at concemed police stations,

CPO Syed Shehzad Nadeem
said the special beggar squad was
working hard 1o overcome the
increasing number of professional
beggars |

Bilawal’s photo shoot
with barefoot children
becomes topic of debate

KARACHI: Photo shoot of
Foreign Minister and Chairman
Pakisian Peoples Party (PPP)
Bilawal Bhutto Zardan with bare-
foot children during visit to Sindh
becomes topic of debate.

Om social media, some people
appreciated Bilawal for his soli-
darity with poor children while
others criticized him over condi-
tion of the children of his provinee,

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
leader Al Haider Zaich comment-
ed: “Those who constructed worst
classrooms than the pinfolds will
use this photo shoot to bex for
international  funds. But these
funds will be neither reach to these
schools nor to the students getting
education there.” B

In response to Zaidi's com-
ments, Sindh Mimster for Local
Government MNasir Shah wrote;
“Those who call relatives for con-
dolence on death of familv mem-
bers can neither feel the love and
devotion of public. You see bare-
foot of children and we see their
oleaming faces.” INP

Rulers must be
cognizant of worsening
economic, security
situation: Siraj

LAHORE: Ameer Jamaat-e-
Islami (J1) Sirajul Hag has said
that the rulers must be cognizant of
the country's worsening economic
and security situation.

Addressing a training workshop
of Il workers at Mansoorah on
Wednesday, he said that nuclear
Pakistan had remained a target of
enemies of the country since it
achieved the capability, and they
have been continuously hatching
plans 1o disable it INP

masses: Dr. Murtaza

He said industries were

(PPP)

Cooperation of INGOs vital to build climate
resilient Pakistan: Sherry Rehman

ISLAMABAD
Federal Mimster for
Chmate Change Senator
Sherry Rehman said that
collaboration of interma-
tional non-governmental
orsanizations {INGOs)
holds key importance to
bhunld L',I}im,;-t:c resilient
Pakistan as the country
WAS Zearing up Lo support
rehabilitation and recow-
ery, amid funding con-
sirpints of 33 million
alfected population dev-
astated by unprecedented
floods of the {:lslun'.

She was speaking dur-
ing a meeting with the
delegation ol country
directors of INGOs on
the panel of Pakistan
Humanitarian Forum

(PHF) as part of consulta-
tions for the Intermational
Conference on Climate
Resilient Pakistan, sched-
uled to be held in Geneva
on January 9, 2023, said a
news release recervid
here on Wednesday
Tatking to the delepa-
tion, Sherry  Rehman
said, "This high-level
Conference in Geneva
mms o marshal interna-
vonal support for the
people and Government
of Pakistan to move for-
ward on FECOVETY 45 S00n
as possible after the
country went through the
warld’s  worst  climate
evenl in living memory,”
“The plan o rehabilitate,
recover and rebuild wath

resilience 15 urgent, but
we faced a huge funding
pap even for First order
recovery needs, given
that we are servicing
rehabilitation and reliet
for 33 million people
This is too large a number
for any country o reha-
bilitate on our own,” she
added

The mimster under-
lined that the govern-
ment's costing of 516 bil-
lion for reconstruction of
damaged infrastruciure in
a flood-resilienl mode
was not enoush (o cover
full climale resihence,
adding, “but we candol
wait, s another season of
extreme weather could
well it us before we

even begin rebulding ™
To this end, she said
the  wgovernment  of
Pakistan was co-hosting
an international  climate
resihient Pakistan confer-
ence where its objective
would be to present the
Roesilient Recovery,
Rehabilitation and
Reconstruction
Framework (4RF), com-
prising of plans and
arrangements  for  the
]H‘J.-il-ﬁt‘:-’.‘:l]ﬁ' [ECOVErY,
rehabalitation, and recon-
struction  and  forging
long-term  partnerships
for buwlding Pakistan’s
climate resilience and
adaptation " The confer-
ence will be co-chaired
by the Pnme Munister of

Pakistan, Mian
Muhammad Shahbaz
Shant and Secretary

eneral of the United
Mations, Antomo
Cruterres, We are grateful
to the support of our
international partners and
wie are looking forward to
exploring concrete ways
and  means to buwld
Pakistan's long-term cli-
mate resilience and adap-
tatron including the artic-
ulation of provincial per-
spectives.” The  federal
minesler commended the
humanitarian reliel’
elforts  done by the
INCGiCrs in Pakistan, espe-
cially in the aftermath of
the catastrophic floods
that impacted INP

LAHORE:  President It seems that country's
Pakistan Economy Watch  economic growth will be
(PEW)  Dr.  Murtaza negative by the end of the

Mughal has said that the
ruling coalition has given
nothmg but inflaton and
unemployment  to the
countrymen,

In a statement issved on
Wednesday, he sad that
instead of the welfare of
the people, the povern-
ment's focus was on [ullill-
ing the demands of the
allies and silencing the
opposition

Dr Murtaza Mughal
sapd that this style of gov-
emance was undermining
the economy while mil-
lions of people were
falling below the poverty
ling.

The economy was in
ICL but the burden on it
was baing contnuously
increased, he said adding
that ecompomy was being
neglected, and political
issues were being given
full attention

Except for the alite, the
whaole country s worried,
but the government 15 not
listening to _anvone and
keeping itself busy in fruit-

less  mestings,  useless
briefings, and flowery
resz conferences, the

wusiness leader addad,

He said that country
was already suffering from
vanous crses and now a
flour crisis has spread
across the country which
can tum inte famine at any
time, but the povemment
seems indifferent to the sit-
vation and it 1= relying on
BRCOUramng stalements.

Dr, Mughal said that the
country's  treasury 13
empty, and no institution
or country 15 willing o
oive |oans because they
have no hope of retum,
while a large number of
peaple are thinking that the
experience of [orming a
govermment by combining
all the major parties of the
country has failed

current fiscal vear if the
stluaton WS nol
impronvied

shutting down while large-
scale manufactuning, apri-
culture, exports, and remit-
tamces were all i the nag-
ative mone INP

N, Ml REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP) [IEG))

Request for Proposal for selection of Consultancy senvice invited on
Electronic Public Procurement System{EPPS) from well requined
firms/Consulting Service provided meeting. Tender Fee Rs.5000/-
{in shape of green challan form deposited in head of account C-
02716) Earnest Money 2% in shape of call deposit

[ S.No.

Name of Work

ElCast

1. Consultancy Servica for Detail Design and Dedall 37,258 792
supenvision for Conatruction of Black Top Road
Mag To'Washuk (Phase-I) PSDP NO: 1267
(72022.3133). TSE222301212174

The Procurement shall be carried out in accordance with
Balochistan Public Procurement Regulatory Authority Rules, 2014,
Basic Elighbility:- Valld registration 2023 with PEC In' relevant
Category and codes, 2 assignments of similar nature and complexity
complated in lxst Fiva years, Tum over of at lsast 3 subsaquant
previous year, with the text autharity thatis (NTH, BRA & Sales Text
department. The bidding firm must not be currently black listed by
any procuring agency of pakistan (Certificate on stamp paper of
Rs_100) attested by cath commissioner, Non litigation (Cartificata on

stamp paper of Rs.100) attested by cath commissioner, with any
Govemment or Semi Government authority in Pakistan. Method of
Procurement:= Single Stage, Two Envelops Procedune Biding
ycuments Issuance;- The Firms having register with PEC
in aforementioned required category or above displaced can
obtained the biding documents from the address mentioned bellow
on the production green Challan (non-refundable) form deposited in
the head of account C-02716 through government treasury NEP
Bidding Document can be download from BPPRA from the date of
Publication, Financial Proposal: The financial Proposals shall be
opened of those consultanis whose technical proposal is considered
and approvid. The Selection of Consultants shall be made as per
Ewvabuation Criteria method as mentioned in the Date Sheet of this
Request of Proposal documants, The incomplate request for
proposal or received afier due date mentioned above will not be
considered. The RFP Documents can be downloaded from BPPRA
website. Dead Line of Submission:- The Tenders must be
submitied latest 19* January 2023 6l 2.00 PM Opening:= The
tender document will be happened on same day at the office of the
committe:s Room CWPP&H Department Block Mo. 7 Civil Secretariat
Quetta at3.00 PM._Terms And Conditions:- The terms and
condition ans incorparated with detall in bidding documants

EXECUTIVE ENC
PP&H DEPARTMENT DIST

WASHUK

Pubdished by Asim khan af C-7 Kahir Building Printed af AlNoeed Printing Press Mando Khail Pluze Mission Rowd (uetia.
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US supports Pakistan’s stance for cross-border
attacks in Afghanistan

Med Price said the US called on the Taliban to uphold the very commitment they have made to see to it that

WASHINGTOMN: The United States has sup

rted Pakistan’s plan to launch cross-border attacks in

Afghanistan, saying the country has the right to defend itself against terrorism.

ddressmgha news briefing in Washin
as the right to defend itse

that Pakistan
attacks

Igr{‘_h:u'l on Tuesday, State

epartment spokesman Ned Prnice has maintained

from terrorism as the country has suffered tremendously from terrorist

He said ““We're aware of the recent statement by the Pakistani National Sm:urilF Committee. The Pakistani peo-

ple have suffered tremendously from terrorist attacks, Pakistan has a nght to de
The statement from the US comes a day after Islamabad threaten

end itself from terrorism.”

to target the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan

{TTP) militants in Afghanistan if Kabul does not take action to dismantle them. .
The Mational Security Committee (NSC), under the chair of Prime Minister Shehbaz Shanf, had asked the gov-
emment in Kabul not to provide safe havens to Pakistani terrorist groups on its soil.

Pakistan has witnessed a shal

a suicide blast in Islamabad duning the past couple of months after the 1
Pakistan,

Crackdown against dairy
farmers, milk sellers for
overcharging, 13 held

LUETTA: At least 13 dairy farmers
and milk sellers were held for over
overcharging on milk and yogurt here
on Wednesday, :

On  diréctives of  Deputy
Commissioner Quetta, crackdown was
launched against dairy farmers and
milk sellers receiving high prices on
milk and vogurt aganst the official
rates,

. DC said that the official rate of milk
in Quetta is Rs1335 per kilogram and
youwurt 15 Rsl45 per kilogram but the
milk is being sold for Rs T50 10 Rsle0
er ki and vogurt was being sold for

5180 to Rs200 per kg _ .

He warned that overcharging will
not be allowed and those involved in
overcharging on milk and yogurt
would  have to face  the
consequences. [INP

PPP's CEC moot to
discuss way out of
political imbroglio

KARACHI: Amid political uncer-
tainty emerged after the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf’s (PTL) “final plan”
announcement to dissolve Punjab and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Assemblies
aimed to force ruling PDM to
announce snap elections across the
country, the Pakistan People’s Party
(PPP}  chairman Bilawal Bhutio
Zardari has called par;y’s Central
Executive Commiltee (CEC) meeting
LOMOrow {J_anua:[‘y 3k )

The meeting of the party’s top guns
will be jointly presided over by
Former President Asif Ali Zardan and
Bilawal in Karachi to discuss MOM-P
demands on delimitations and local
agvpmmenl elections in Karachi

hile the expected dissolution of two
provincial assemblies will also take
center stage, :

“The party leadership had planned
this CEC meeting during the gathering
of party leaders in Garhi Khuda
Bukhsh on_the occasion of the 15th
death anniversary of slain Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto,” said PPP
Secretary General Nayyar Bokhari.

However, he clarified that it would
not be just a ceremonial meeting, as
this time they would be discussing a
host of national issues. .

The PPP leader while terming the
meeting “important” said it would dis-
cuss crucial 1ssues, including the next
general elections and the current situa-
tion in the largest provinee in the wake
of the PTI's announcement regarding
the dissolution of Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa assembly INP

Sultan seeks world's role
to resolve Kashmir dispute

MIRPUR: President, Azad Jammu
and Kashmir, Barrister Sultan
Mahmood Chaudhry has said that the
Kashmiri people have been makin
immense sacrifices for freedom an
the right to self-determination for the
past T decades. ) o

_He expressed these views in his spe-
cial message released on the occasion
of Self-Determination Day,
Wednesday,
~ Reminding the world community of
its global obligations towards the set-
tlement of the lingering dispute, he
said, "United MNations and the civilized
world should play their role to find a
Just settlement of the Kashmir issue”,

He said that the people of Kashmir
have been sacrificing their lives to
achieve their birthright and to free
their motherland from the clutches of
Indian imperialism

Lauding the supreme sacrifices ren-
dered by the people of Kashmir, he
expressed optimism that the day was
not far when Kashmiris would achieve
their cherished goal of freedom NP

Two killed, 16
injured in Chiniot
road mishaps

CHINIOT © At least two people
were killed and 16 others injured in
separate road accidents in different
localities. of Chiniot on Wednesday,
police said _

: Accnrdmﬁ to- details, an over speed-
ing car crushed 1o death a pedestnan at
Sargodha road, .

Another person was killed after
being hit a reckless driven car in sub-
urbs of Chiniot city, :

Meanwhile, fivé women among 16
people were injured in various road
mishaps in different localities,

The injured were shifted to different
hospitals where condition of nine
wounded people was stated to be crit-
ical INP

rise in terror incidents, especially in J}fber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan, and
‘P declared an end to the ceasefire with

SOHBATPUR: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif offering du after inauguration new building of
Govt boys secondary school Ghulam Rasool Jia Khan, Sohbatpur, Balochistan.

Govt approves 300MW
coal-fired power
plant for Gwadar

ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of
Planning, Development & Special
Initiatives on Tuesday approved a
project to  construct a 300
megawatt coal-fired power plant
to cater to the energy needs of
Gwadar.

According to Gwadar Pro, the
approval was granted in a follow-
up meeting under the chairman-
ship of Planning Mimster Ahsan
Ighal, Jawwad Akhtar Khokhar,
Advisor Maritime AfTairs at the
Planning Commission of Pakistan,
told Gwadar Pro.

The coal-fired power plant will
cater to the base load of the pont
city, which has central importance
in the China-Pakistan Economic
Comdor (CPEC) initiative. The
plant will provide low-cost energy
with no capacity charges, while
the construction costs will be
afforded by China, Khokhar said

Physical works on the power
plant will start within six monihs
and the project will be completed
in 30 months, the Advisor said,

Khokhar added that the project

will provide 100MWs of electnci-
ty to Gwadar from the national
grid. “Therefore, we sought the
exact demand for electricity for
the city as well as the Gwadar
Free Zone, ;

China Overseas Ports Holding
Co. (COPHC) in the meeting pro-
jected a demand of B00MWSs in 5
years, after which the project was
approved,” he said,

hokhar further said that the
transmission ling o connect
Grwadar with the national grid will
be a dual carriage ling which will
be able to evacuate excess energy
from Gwadar to the national gnd
in the future.

He said that there were also
other projects to generate energy
from altemative sources including
solar and wind in the pipeline for
Gwadar The Advisor said that the
Grwadar coal-fired power plant
will procure cost-effective coal
either from the international mar-
ket or Thar, or any other sources,
to ensure the peneration of low-
cost enengy. INP

FO rejects remarks of Indian
Minister of External Affairs
targeting Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has
rejected the baseless and frivo-
lous accusations made by the
Indian Minister of External
Affairs la:‘jgeting Pakistan,

Responding to media queries,
the Forerﬁ Office
Spokesperson Mumtaz Zahra
Baloch said the Indian External
Affairs Minister's latest tirade is
a reflection of growing frustra-
tion over India’s failure to
malign and isolate Pakistan.

She pointed out that for last
several vears India has been
engaged in a malicious cam-
paign to mislead the internation-
al community through a ficti-
tious narrative of wvictimhood
and vile anti-Pakistan propagan-
da. She said this practice must

stu:u_F.

he Spokesperson said India's
continued anti-Pakistan diatribe
cannot hide its brazen involve-
ment in fomenting lerrorism on
Pakistan's soil, nor can it con-

ceal the reality of state-spon-

sored terrorism in Indian illegal-

'I[E occupied Jammu  and
ashmir.

Mumtaz Zahra Baloch said
instead of pointing fingers at
others, India should itself’end its
involvement in terrorism, sub-
version and espionage against
Pakistan. She said that from the
death of over 40 Pakistani
nationals on Indian scil in the
2007 Samjhota Express tragedy
to the arrest of Kulbhushan
Jadhav, a serving Commander of
Indian  Mavy,  from within
Pakistan in 2016, the evidence
of Indian involvement in terror-
ism and sabotage is irmefutable
and spans over decades and
geographies. Only a few weeks
ago, a dossier was released con-
tatming irrefutable evidence that
substantiated India's involve-
ment in the 2021 terrorist attack
ina duem:et‘ul Lahore neighbour-
hood, she added INP

China to work with Pakistan
in new year for shared
destiny: Spokesperson

BEUING: “In the new vear,
China is ready to work with
Pakistan, follow through on the
important common  understand-
ings reached between the two
leaders, make solid progress in
comprehensive and  high-level
strategic cooperation, stay com-
mitted 1o building an even closer
China-Pakistan community with a
shared future in the new era. And
make even greater contribution to
the two peoples’ wellbeing and
peace and development of the
region and the wider world."

This was stated by a spokesper-
son of Chinese Foreipn Ministry
Mao Ning at a regular news brief-
ing here on Wednesday while
replying to a question regarding
the recently held meeting batween
Foreign Minmister Bilawal Bhutto
and Ambassador Nong Rong,

The spokesperson said at outset
that China and Pakistan are all-
weather strategic cooperative part-
ners and iron-clad fnends, Chver

the past year, our two countries
have rendered each other mutual
understanding and mutual sup-
port, addressed challenges togeth-
er and marched forward shoulder-
to-shoulder. )
“We have strengthened high-

level puidance, consolidated
strategic consensus, jointly pro-
moted the sound development of

the China-Pakistan Economic
Comdor (CPEC), and expanded
friendly exchanges and coopera-
tion in varous areas, sustaining
high-guality development of bilat-
eral relations."A reporter had
sought her comments on a report
that Foreign Minister Bilawal
Bhutto and Ambassador Mong
Rong during a meeting held on
January 2 reviewed the achieve-
ments of Pakistan-China relations
in the past vear and also agreed to
maintwn the momentum in the
year 2023 through high-quality
development of CPEC and
enhancing INP

Afghan soil is never

ain used as a launch-pad for international terrorist attacks. "These are among the very

com=

mitments that the Taliban have been unable or unwilling to fulfil to date.” he said. The spokesman said that it ha s

been repeatedly said that there will be a response from the United States. "The Taliban have made commitments

to the intemational community. But more importantly, they have made commitments to the Afghan people. Those

are the commitments we care most aboul. Among the commitments, the Taliban have made but have repeatedly

broken when it comes to their own ge‘:iple is an emphasis on human rights,” he stressed The State Department’s
e Ta

Eﬂk“&mﬂ“ continued, "As long as t i ¢ 1) :
At registers our strong condemnation while continuing to support the Afghan people. And we're goi

liban are not able to fulfil these commitments, we wall respond in a way

to be very

careful not to do anything that could further imper] the bumanitarian well-being of the Afghan people. "Here are

the exc

erpts of New Price’s new briefing about Pakistan and Afghanistan: QUE
tunately we didn’t celebrate New Year because of Afghan
ing, Even if you watch the TV

ION: As you mentioned, unfor-

c%lbd and Afghan women in Afghanistan. They are cry-
now we are living in globalization, immediately we get news, Any update to

bring or influence, as of course you guys have influences to Taliban? Any change? INP

Economy in shambles,
people drowning in mire of
poverty: Mian Zahid

KARACHIL: Chairman of National Business Group
Pakistan, President Pakistan Businessmen and
Intellectuals Forum, and All Karachi Industrial
Alliance, and former provincial minister Mian Zahid

Hussain on the economy

become weak due to various problems while the peo-
ple are drowning in the mire of E:‘f’rverly.
Talking to businessmen on
that the economists have failed to manage the situa-
tion therefore difficult decisions were
poned, while the public was overwhelmed by infla-
tion, which reguires targeted subsidies urgently,
Hussain said that political compul-
sions should not be prioritized over the economy and
serious efforts should be made to revive the econo-
my otherwise the situation will 2o oul of control
Going to IMF was the only option that was being
delayed which was tantamount to destroying the
country’s economy, he said adding that some ]En:u]iti-
cians were claiming on a daily basis that the so
to all the problems was the election but they were
nol ready 1o give a plan beyond the election, which
was an attempt to throw dust in the eves of the peo-

Mian Zahi

ple

Govt chalks out
outsourcing plan
for Islamabad,
Karachi, Lahore
airports

ISLAMABAD: The
federal government has
prepared the outsourcin
Elan for  Islamabad,

ahore and Karachi air-
vorts, sources said on

ednesda

The Civil Aviation
Authority has finalized
the framework on the
instructions of the prime
minister, sources said.
~“A tender will be pub-
lished in internaticnal
journals for outsourcing
of the airports,” sources
said. ;

According o sources,
the  government  has
decided for outsourcin
of Karachi, Islamabad an
Lahore airports. “The
govemnment has planned
to prefer friendly coun-
tries for airporis’ out-
sourcing,” according to
sources. “The firms from
Saudi  Arabia, UAE,
Qatar, China and Turkey
will be invited on prefer-
ential grounds,” sources
said.

Sources citing the
Planning Division have
said that the country will
earn 250 to 300 US mil-
lion dollars in a vear from
outsourcing of airports.

The civil aviation will
keep the airport securi
and air traffic control wit
it. The CAA eamns Rs 30
bln per annum from three
largest airports of the
country, sources added.

Pakistan reports
two covid-19
deaths in 24

hours

ISLAMABAD
Pakistan on Wednesda
recorded two Covid-19-
related deaths and 22
fresh Covid-19 cases dur-
ing the last 24 hours, the
Mational  Institute  of
Health (NIH) said. .

. According o the statis-
tics issued by NIH, a total
of 5,126 Cowvid-19 diag-
nostic tests were conduct-
ed, of which 22 samples
came back positive.

The number of con-
firmed positive cases has
surged to 1,575,853 while
the nationwide tally of
fatalities stands at 30,638

The COVID pﬂﬂt]\-‘ltg
ratio was recorded at 0.4
per cent.

Karachi reports new
Covid variant cases

The Sindh Health
Depantment Tuesday con-
firmed the presence of
XBB and XBB-1 sub-
varants of the Omicron
variant in Karachi.

~Karachi has detected
six cases of the new
Covid-19 variant, XBB
and XBB-1, the health
department said in a state-
ment, INP

CANBERRA: Speaker National Assembly Raja Pervaiz Ashraf speaks at the inaugural
?Esgilgﬁ {_"'?]{ 26th conference of Speakers and presiding officers of the Commonwealth

The business leader was of the view that in the
past too, they had claimed to make Pakistan a para-
dise with the help of two hundred economists, but
after getting power, they ruined the economy.

Mian Zahid Hussain said that political instability

15 under rumors and has
ednesday, he said

ging post-

observed.

ution  er.

ensuring

and inflation are increasing rapidly, which has
increased the anxiety and restlessness of the people
and the foundation of the economy is shaking.

The burden of the
increasing while various nstitutions are suffering
from degradation. Rising deficits and debt payments
have perplexed experts, he noted.

There has been a huge flour crisis in the country
and its price has reached Rsi45 per kg. Currently,
there is a shortage of dollars in the country, its value
and demand are constantly increasing due to artifi-
cial measures, leaving the value of the dollar to the
market can overcome the shortage of dollars, he

gov ernment structure is

The business leader said that the electricity and
gas hills have kept the public and the business com-
munity puzzled and no one not getting any relief,
Apart from this, millions of flood victims are wait-
ing for relief under the open sky in this cold weath-

In these circumstances, the ruling coalition will
have to give priotity to improving economic affairs,
national
improving relations with important countries and
reducing its expenses, and reducing the focus on the
opposition.  Mian Zahid welcomed the recent deci-
sions of the National Security Council and said it
will give the necessary confidence to the govern-
ment to take tough measures. INP

security, ending terrorism,

Chicken meat prices go
beyond people's reach

LAHORE: The chicken meat prices
have been continuing to rise in abnormal
way in different parts of the country for
the last few days, exposing the adminis-
trative check of the provincial and dis-
trict governments over prices of eata-
bles.

Citizens were seen returning empty
handed from the chicken shops specially
in Lahore as sellers complained short
supply of chicken from the retailers and
poultry farms, The crisis came to Iiﬁj‘lt
and prices of brailer chicken meat shot
up atter chicken feed and soybean feed
disappeared from the markets.

The Pakistan Poultry Association has
already announced countrywide protest
against continuous increase in prices of
broiler chicken on Jan 5.

The association’s spokesperson said

their members would assemble at
Thokar Niaz Bgi{gh and stage protest for
the acceptance of their demands. He said
the poultry feed had almost vanished
from the local markets because of unan-
nounced restriction on the import of soy-
bean and other raw matenal.

According 1o the spokesperson, raw
material-led ships had been paying
$400,000 daily penalty for the last two
and half months.

Meanwhile, the per kg price of broiler
chicken meat reached Rs524 after an
increase of Ks5 per kg in Lahore and
other parts of Punjab.

Chicken meat 15 being sold at more
than Rs350 per kg in Lahore

The E]lil:ll(]&,d'l meat prices have also

gone up in Karachi, Multan and other
cities in the country, INP

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Defense Khawaja Muhammad Asif call-
F%‘un n Air Chief Marshal Zaheer Ahmed Baber Sidhu Chief of the Air Staff,
A

istan Air Force at Air Headquarter.

SC dismisses Customs
appeal against release of
impounded vehicle

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court
of Pakistan has dismissed the
Customs Department appeal challeng-
ing the lower courts’ decision to hand
over a vehicle to a citizen while
imposing Re30,000 fine on the depart-
ment for bringing frivolous petition to
the court.

SC Justice Qazi Faez Isa and Justice
Muhammad Ali Mazhar heard the case
pertaining to release of a non-custom

aid wehicle to a citizen on

‘ednesday. Customs Intelligence DG
Faiz Hameed appeared before the
court. During hearing, Justice Isa told
off the Customs D(_‘r_sang if he was
above the law. The judge asked him
why he was not handing over the vehi-
cle to the citizen when three courts
had ordered him to do so. “You have
impounded the vehicle and it has been
sitting in the warehouse for the last
five years, rotting there. Who will
make up for the loss,” the judge asked
the Customs DG

The DG replied it's a unique case.
Justice Mazhar chipped in_ sayin
“What's unique in this case! The col-
lector has logzed that the owner of the
vehicle has paid all taxes and duties.”

Justice Isa inguired what would be
the price of that 1957 model car

The DG replied it would be worth
around Rs2000,000 to Rs2500,000.

Justice Isa observed that the citizen
has spent more than the worth of the
car in terms of litigation fees and
time.

He wondered why in the ﬂrstlcﬁﬂace‘
the Customs Department did not
secure borders to stop the arrival of
non-custom paid vehicles in Pakistan.

With this, the court dismissed the
Customs De}:arlment appeal against
the release of the confiscated vehicle.

The court also imposed Rs30,000
fine on the Customs Department for
filing unnecessa?-' petitions in the
higher courts, thus wasting their
time INP

Pakistani exhibits shine
at Int'l Cultural Industry
Fair in China

BELING: Pakistani exhibits shined at
International Cultural Industry Fair at
the Tth Sanya International Cuoltural
Industry Fair (SICTF) held in the coastal
city of Sanya, Hainan, China.

Our expectation from this Fair is to
get wholesale buyers who can do busi-
ness with us in the future," said Abdul
Basit Khan, CEOQ of Pak Link
Enterprises, while showcasing the h;%
end Pakistani onyx handicrafts at the
fair, according to Gwadar Pro on
Wednesday.

Scheduled from December 30, 2022
to January 2, 2023, SICIF brought
together global “culture+® industry
resources and tourism products, high-
lighting their role in trading and creatin
an important platform For more cultura
exports. J : 2

n the Pakistan National Pavilion,
roducts with Pakistani characteristics
ike wood crafts, onyx, cashmere, hand-
made rugs and shawls shined and
attracted a large amount of Chinese vis-
itors.

Consul  General of Pakistan in
Guangzhou, China, Dr. Divar Khan rep-
resented Pakistan in the Fair and intro-
duced Pakistani handicrafts and cultural
items at Pakistani stalls and Pakistan’s
relations with China, particularly the
province of Hainan,

“Every year Hainan sees millions of
people's visit, 50 we hope that through
this window we can display Pakistani

roducts and ﬁﬂ good results,” Abdul

asit Khan told the reporter, adding that
their main goal for the Fair is not just the
four days because they can confinue to
do business with customers they met
here. The 7th SICIF attracted more than
260 cultural and tourism enterprises
from 32 countries and regions - includ-
m{s'; Pakistan, Mepal, Iran, Yemen,
Afghanistan - to participate in the exhi-
bition, displaying more than 40,000
trendy cultural goods and services.,

Om the occasion, 13 cooperation con-
tracts on cultural and tounsm industry
were inked with a worth maore than
RMB 2.7 billion. INP




