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Education Desk

QUETTA: The Balochistan gov-
ernment approved hard area
allowance for teachers of seven
districts of the province to improve
the quality of education and ensure
the presence of teachers. The dis-
tricts include Kohlu, Dera Bugti,
Awaran,  Musakhml,  Sherani,
Washuk, and Schbat Pur

Abdul  Rauf Baloch,  the
Secretary of Education Balochistan
said teachers from grades 9 to 15
wiould sﬁ,et Rs 5000, and teachers in
grade 17 would get 10,000. He
mentioned that headmasters and
headmistresses serving in said
seven  distnicts would %u: gethng
Rs. | 5000 as an additional amount

Education
officers male

and female to
get Rs.25000

However, the district education
officers including males and
females would get Rs 253000 as
an additional amount in their
salaries in the said seven dis-
tricis

Chief Minister Balochistan,
Mir Quddus Bizenjo during his
visit to Awaran, his hometown
made this announcement while
talking to teachers. The CM has
translated his words into action,
the Secretary of Education
Balochistan said

The CM gave approval over a
summary sent by the education

department  government  of

Balochistan in this regard, an
official handout issued here on
Friday evening confirmed.
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2 more coordinators
appointed as number rises
to 31 in Balochistan

Hard area allowance proved for
teachers of 7 districts of Balochistan
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Zia chairs meeting about parliamentary

Stall Reporter

QUETTA: Home Minister
Balochistan,  Mir _ Ziaullah
Langove chaired the first meet- |
g of the parliamentary com-
mission about the missing per-
sons in  the provinee, The
Balochistan government [ormed
a parliamentary commission on
the directives of the court with
regard to the missing persons’
155ue a few days back. i

This high-powered commis-
sion would make all-out efforts
to assist the families of the miss-
g persons, Mr. Langove told
the meeting. The meeting
reviewed the method for finan-
cial assistance for the families of
the missing persons. The Home
Minister however clanfied that
the government would only
assist the families of those miss-

commission

Iy e
Commiission to

ing persons who gre not involved
in terronst activities in the coun-

seek all details of
MISSing persons

The mestng decided 1o see
all the details about the missin
persons from the concerne
authorities. The members of the
COMIMISSION On MISsing persons
decided to meet the family mem-
bers of the missing persons and
vowed to make a progress in this

on missing persons
= mﬁ;i Additional Chief
Secretary briefed the

members the missing
persons’ cases in the

province

The

Additional Chief
Secretarv  (Home), Zahid
Saleem thoroushly briefed the
members of the commission
about the missing persons’
cases
Balochistan Finance Minister,
Zamarak Khan Achakzai,
Malik Naseer Shahwam of the
Balochistan Mational Party
(Mengzal), and Zabid Reki of
the Jamiat ul Ulema e Islam
participated in the meeting.

in the province

2 more coordinators
appointed as number

rises to 3

Sved Ali Shah

QUETTA: = Chief
Mimister Balochistan, Mir
Quddus Bizenjo appoint-
ed twi more coordinatons
as the number rose to 31
in the province. Shaukat
Stephon and MNoor Khan
Tareen  have  been
appointed as coordinators
to the CM Balochistan, a
notification issued by the
Services and General
Administration
Department  (S&GAD)
said on Fnday evening

“The aumber now rises
te 317, a semor SEGAD

1 in Balochistan

official told Daily Ch
WVoice via telephone. H
requested  anonymity. In
the notification. it was
mentioned that the coor-
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appointed on an honorary
basis without perks and
privileges. Although, the
coordinators roam across
the province amid tght
official secunty.

Balochistan high court
declares extension of VC
BUETK null and void

Syed Ali Shah

QUETTA: The Balochistan
High Court (BHC) on Friday
declared the two vears extension
of the Vice-Chancellor
Balochistan  University — of
Engineering and Technology
Khuzdar {BUTEK) as null and
void,

A division bench of the BHC
comprising Chief Justice Mr
lustice Maeem Akhtar Afghan
and Mr. lustice Shaukat Al
Rakhshani passed this order on a
constitutional petition

The petitioner had challenged
the two vears extension given to
Ehsanullah Kakar, the VC
BUTEK by the then

Chancellor/Governaor

Balochistan, The bench also
declared a notification 1ssued on
April 20h, 2022 in this regard
The court directed the concerned
quarters to make sure the
appointment of the vice-chancel-
lor as per the advertisement pub-
lished in local dailies on 23
October 2022

The court however allowed
the outgoing VC Dr. Ehsanullah
Kakar as eligible for the next
competition for the post of the
YV BUTEK. The tenure of the

Establishment not acting neutral on
vote of confidence: Imran Khan

LAHORE: Former prime minis-
ter and Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
1(;F":]'ljl chairman Imran Khan said

riday that the establishment is not
acting neutral on the vote of confi-
dence for Punjab Chief Minister
(Ch:l) Pervaiz Elahi,

Talking to a delegation of court

reporters in Lahore today, Imran
Khan said that PTT and 113 allies are
prepanng for the vote of confi-
dence if the court 1ssues such an
order to the Punjab CM.
_ He alleged that the establishment
is se:emmgl}' not acting neutral on
the vote of confidence, "Our people
are being arpmached and so far,
three MPAs have informed us about
being comtacted ™ The PTI chiel
claimed that the MPAs are being
asked to ditch Punjab CM in the
vote of confidence.

Khan said that PTI and Pakistan

e \
Muslim League CQuaid {PML-0)
are political allies and Pervaiz
Elahi has his own stance re%an:lme:
former army chief General Retd
Qamar Javed Bajwa.

He said that Pervaiz Elahi cannot
ask PTI leadership to change its
stance. Khan clanfied once again
that his political party s not fight-
ing the establishmentbut struggling

to %el justice.

he PTI chief told the court
reporters that no dialogues will be
held with the “thieves”. He vowed
that PTI will immediately orzanise

local government (LG} polls after

CoAming into power.

He reiterated his allegations
against the former army chief and
said that Gen Retd Bajwa did nol
consider corruption wrongdoing
and all cormuption cases were dis-
solved. ;
~ Commenting on the horse. trad-
ing ahead of the vote of confidence,
he said that turncoats will not get
any support from the nationals any-
mote

Tmran Khan said that PTT will
not step back from its narrative and
they will continue to expose those
peol];:le who are the reason for crisis
in the country. Web Desk

Dar & President AIIB
discuss issues of bilateral
interests in virtual meeting

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Minister for Finance and
Revenug Senator
Mohammad Ishag Dar in
an onling meeting with
President Asian
Infrastructure and
Investment Bank (AlIB),
Mr. Jin Ligun on Frdav
discussed with issued of
bilateral interesis.

The federal mimister
extendad lfelicitations 1o
the President AIIB  for
assuming  second lerm as
bank’s President and stated
that the Bank to continue {o
progress in future under his
able leadershup. He high-
lighted deep rooted friend-

ship between the Bank and
Pakistan for  supporting
Pakistan in di['ﬁcuﬁ times

Tha Finance Minister
hlghh%ﬂed the economic
outlook of the country and

week economic legacy but
is focusing on fixing things
in nght direction and s
intreducing reforms in all

sectors to achieve econome-
ic growth and develop-
ment. He sad that due o
ragmalic measures laken
v the government, the
country 15 destined  for
progress and development
Ishag Dar also a[iprised
the President AlIB of dam-
ages caused by the floods
in Pakistan and its impact
on the ecomomy  af
Pakistan, The forthcoming
Donor’s  Conference n
Creneva was also discussed
in the meeting The
Finance Minister also
gxtended invitation to the
President AlIIB to wvisit
Pakistan in 2023.1NP

IMF team to travel to Pakistan in 2-3 days
to finalise ninth review: PM Shehbaz

Prime . Mipister
Shehbaz Shanf said on
Friday that a delegation
from the Internaticnal
Monetary Fund (IMF)
would travel to Pakistan
in two o three days o
finafise the ninth réview
of  Pakistan’s  $7bn
Extended Fund Facility
{EFF}.

He made the remarks
while addressing the
inaugural ceremony of
Hazara Electric Supply
Company (HESC) in
Islamabad
_Pakistan entered a $6
billion IMF programme
in - 2019, which was
increased to ®7bn last
vear. The programme’s
ninth  review, which
would release $1.18bn, is

earlier been put off for
two months due to the
PML-N-led government’s
unwillingness 10 accept
gertain conditions placed
before it by the Fund, and
the disagreements have
yet to be resolved.

currently pending. It had . Duning his address, the
remier said he had spo

Monetary Fund  (IMF)

Knstaling Geo
night {Thursday) regard-
ing Pakistan’s agreements

money lender

He highlighted that he
assured Georgieva the
current OVernment
wished to fulfil the terms
of the agreement the pre-
vious zovernment had
“broken and shattered”,

He said that Pakistan
would try its best to ful-
fil the terms of the IMF
agreement but also high-
lighted the destruction
brought by last vear's
catastrophic floods.

Shehbaz said he told
Georgieva thal the “eco-
nomic situation is in
front of you, [ can’t bur-
den the common man
any further [...] She
assured me that she
understands my difficul-
ty". Web Desk
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Balochistan needs
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inclusive development

Balochistan, the country’s resource-rich province is lagging behind
all other provinces in terms of key social indicators including educa-
tion, health, sanitation, clean drinking water etc, Mlsr_nanﬂFemem. inju-

dicious distribution of
ical commitments are the un

the province.

dcm‘elugmi:nt

erlying reasons

nds coupled with a

ack of polit-
ehind backwardness of

Track record shows, successive governments have always launched

politically motivated d::\'{_:hélpmcnl schemes to
supporters. Constituency., indi

vidual and politica

?]C&SU their influential
schemes always dom-

inated the Public Sector Development Program (PSDP) in every year's
financial budget. Nexus among the Chief Minister’s Secretariat, the
Planning Development and Finance Department continue to deprive the
constituencies of other lawmakers.
Opposition’s constituencies were 1gnored
Opposition lawmakers constituencies remained ignored during last

three-years of former chief minister, Jam Kamal Khan

's government,

Despite agitation in and outside the assembly, the opposition lawmak-
ers were not able to force government to allocate funds for their con-

stituencies.

This 1s 1rony of fate that the mandate of the lawmakers 1s to frame
laws since the assemblies are called legislative assemblies. But legisla-
tors are least bothered about the legislation rather they take keen inter-
est in construction of roads, buildings etc. That's why, provincial gov-
ernments prefer not to hold local bodies elections rather decentraliza-
tion of development projects.

Development deficit of Balochistan is likely to be Rs. 100b

Balochistan government announced to have allocated Rs. 172 bs for

the PSDP during the financial year 20

21-22. However, currently the

government has more than Rs. 40bs as per the statement of ruling
party’s Spokesman Sardar Abdul Rehman Khetran, The province has
already spent Rs, 40bs and it has more than 40bs for the remaining yvear,
It means the deficit is close to Rs. 100bs,

Chief Minister

uddus Bizenjo needs to put his house in order and

introduce a strict financial ruliuv to ensure completion of development
1

projects. The government s

. ould ensure inclusive development and end
the practice of exclusive development so that this backward

rovInee

could come at par with other parts of the country. Action should match

words now.

Gender budgeting- a tool for
gender removing inequalities

Zl
1

)

Article 25 of
Constitution  of  the
Islamic Republic of
Pakistan says that there
will be no discrimina-
tion among the citizens
on the basis of sex. It
means that the rights of
men and women shall
be equal. Gender equal-
ity is 4 basic fundamen-
tal right in any self-
respecting society. Do
ground realities” sub-
stantiate this assertion?
Are there even playing
grounds for

both genders? If not,
why it 15 s07 And how
can gender mainstream-
ing be achieved?

sender Responsive,
Gender Sensitive and
Gender Aware budget-
ing

There are many poli-
cy options to reduce this
imbalance but budgel 15
important as a policy
and planning instrument

the

tor governments that
can be used for reaching

the Ig{:al of Gender
Equality. Gender
Responsive,  Gender

Sensitive and Gender
Aware budgeting in a
country, region, or a
provinee  can  creale
enabling environment to
bring equality™ The fun-
damental objective of
gender budgeting refers
to refining budget and
related policies with a
view lo promoting gen-
der equality as an inte-
gral part of hueman
rights, Gender budget-
ing makes the gender-
specific effects of budg-
ets wvisible and raises
awareness aboul their
frequently implicit
dimensions of discrimi-
nation against women.
Gender 1mpacts  of
budgets and policies
Gender budgeting
thus identifies the gen-
der-specific  implica-
tions of public finance —
which is usually pre-
sented as gender-neutral
and, in particular eco-
nomic policies. Gender
budgeting is therefore
regarded as a core strat-
egy for raising aware-
ness and understanding
of gender issues and the
gender impacts of budg-
ets and policies. When

we talk in the context of
Balochistan, the first
uestion that strikes us
that, ‘Is there any study
ever conducted to find
out the Gender Gaps?
Did we undertake any
post  or i\;rc-budgel
assessment of the annu-
al budget on different
segments of the society,
especially women, who
form almaost 0%
(48.76%, to be specif-
icjof our national popu-
lation? In Balochistan,
this ratio

is 4747%. If our
budget is not Gender
Sensitive, almost half
the population is left
out. In our set up wom-
enempowerment starts
and ends with the provi-
sion of Sewing
Machines, the opening
of embroidery centers,
or the holding of few
cultural shows, It means
a gender-based assess-
ment of budgets, incor-
porating a gender per-
spective at all levels of
the budgetary process,
and restructuring rev-
enues and expenditures
15 required in order to
promote gender equali-
P- As mentioned above
emale  population in
Balochistan iz 47.4%
and their needs are

completely ignored at

all levels and they are
hardly involved in the

budgetary process. An
analysis of PSDPs since
2013-14 nll 2020-21

shows that there was not
a single project in the
years 20013- 14 st
2014-15, as if women
did not. Exist or they
were not worthy of any
consideration. Then
from 2015-16 to 2019-
20, there were one o
three projects and the
total outlay ranged from
12% to .22%._ It shows
how much priority that
47.49% of the popula-
tfion gets in  the
province. Although the
world over women is
not categorized as a vul-
nerable group.

In Balochistan, they
are not only vulnerable
but also marginalized
But the treatment they
get in Pakistan, espe-
cially in Balochistan,
they are not only wvul-
nerable but also margin-
alized in the real sense
of the world. A UN
Report on Women said
that compared to men,
women have 26% lewer
chances of employment,
and around 75% of the
women _ labor force
works in unregulated
sector of the economy
Why they are consid-

Mehfooz Ali Khan

ered vulnerable because
they are

solely dependent on
male counterparts hoth
at home as well as at the

wulrlkf:»lacl:.
Surprisingly there are
no separate Rest

Rooms(Washrooms) for
ladies in Secretariat and
directorates. For the
entire female popula-
tion, there 15 only one
female park in Smugli
Road and they have no
recreational  facilities
whatsoever.

Women development
department manned by
male officers

There is a women's
Development
Department, maostly
manned by male offi-
cers and workers, who
are supposed to work
for the welfare of
female workers. They
lack the capacity to for-
mulate and implement
Eians for female uplifi.
‘onditions outside the
capital city are simply
deplorable.  Economic
Development will
remain an unrealized
dream unless the gov-
ermment takes concrete

steps through (_gendm'

J

budgeting for CGender
mainstreaming and
using this untapped
potential.

Disaster displacement

By Zahra Niazi

In Pakistan, at least
33 million people have
been forced to leave
their homes, They are
not fleging any con-

flicts, but they have
been internally dis-
placed by the effects of

arguably the biggesi
global threat of the 215t
century —  climate
change. g
Since the beginning
of Pakistan’s deadly
floods in mid-June. at
least 7.9 million people
have been displaced,
which is appalling to
say the least. Even this
could be a conservative
estimate  given the
colossal damage the
floods have caused.
Many of these peo-
ple have lost every-
thing — their homes.
sources of hvelihood.
and prized belongings.
These internally dis-
placed people now face
an uncertam future as
there is no specific
national legislation or
policy framework that
can guarantee long-
term  protection  and
assistance to them.
This is regrettable as

recent  history  in
Pakistan is marked by a
series  of  disaster-

induced displacement
crises, In 2010, mas-
sive floods displaced
11 million people, and
another four million
were displaced follow-
ing the 2011 floods in

Sindh. A report pub-
lished by Oxfam in
2019 revealed that the
communities who per-
manently moved to
Karachi from Badin,
Thatta, and Sajawal
after the 2010 floods
were forced to settle on
the outskirts of
Karachi, where they
lacked access to utib-
ties, MNearly a decade
on, they continue o
live under poor and
squalid  conditions,
which exemplifies the
mnsm}u&ncgs_ of the
lack of specific mstru-
ments that can offer
long-term  protection
and assistance to peo-
ple displaced by disas-
ters

In 2021, the IDMC
reported that a third of
al disaster-induced
displacements in 2020
occurred in the South
Asian  region, with
Pakistan recording the
third-highest number
of those displacements
after India and
Afphanistan.
Additionally, the World
Bank forecasts contin-
ped to stress the forth-
coming crisis of cli-
mate change and inter-
nal displacement in
South Asia. Hence, we
were cognizant that
disasters would contin-
pe to force millions to
dislocate 1in Pakistan
but did not grant legal
recognition and ﬂﬁ is
tor those dislocated dur-
ing disasters or formu-
late  comprehensive

policy frameworks to
guide the national
response in such situa-
tions.

At the international
level. the rights of
internally isplaced
persons (1DPs) are cov-
ered under the Guiding
Principles on  Interna
Displacement of the
Office of the High

Commissioner or
Human Rights. These
principles  serve 1o

ensure that the rights of
displacement-aftfected
communities are not
violated and guide
national and interna-
tional responses  in
such _ situations.
However, it does not
confer any obligation

on the states, with
national  authorities
having the primary

duty to provide human-
itarian assistance and
protection to those in
need in fimes of crisis,
A number of states
today have incorporat-
ed these principles into
law or employed them
as the basis for policy
formulation.  Some
cases in point are S
Lanka, Colombia,
Georgia, Burundi.
Armenia, Angola,
Peru, Uganda, and the
Philippines.

In Pakistan, howev-
er. a legal limbo with
regard to the recogni-
tion of the rights of dis-
aster-induced  1DPs
contimues to exist. At
the same time, no spe-
cific policy document

comprehensively
addresses internal dis-
placement or disaster-
imduced internal dis-
Blm::_ement specifically.
akistan launched its
first Mational Climate
Change Policy (NCCP)
in 2012 and its follow-
up Framework for
Implementation  of
Climate Change Policy
(2014-2030) m 2014 —
both of which remain
gilent about disaster-
induced displacement,

In March 2022, the
Ministry of Climate
Change launched an
updated version of the

CCP,. However, as
welcome as this devel-
opment was, the policy
pays cursory attenbon
to  displacement by
mentioning “increased
climate chanpe-
induced migration’ as
ong of Pakistan’s vul-
nerabilities to climate
change threats. It does
not specify policies or
actions  to  guide
durable solutions,
including the return,
resettlement, or reinte-
gration of those forced
to dislocate due to
calamities. This gap is
also evident in the
country’s MNational
Diisaster Risk
Reduction Policy and
the MNational [hsaster
Risk Management
Framework.

One can now hope
that  the massive
humanitarian CTiSis
amid the devastating
floods will be a catalyst

for reassessing how we
want to move forward
and shift away from the
status quo. The neces-
sity of implementing
innovative and pracii-
cal resilience-building

and  nisk-reduction
strategies, ideally
through a community-

led approach, is essen-
tial.

The  government,
through collaboration
with provincial author-
ities and civil society,
must now also begin
work on developing an
effective national
framework to deal with
and protect the rights
of those already dis-
placed amid the devas-
tating floods.

This  framework
should serve as the
basis for a more com-
prehensive  policy
guide in the long
term to respond to
displacement -
whether due to sud-
den disasters or “slow
onset” impacts of cli-
mate change — to
guarantee the rights
and dignity of these
vulnerable individu-
als and communities
at all times.It is
equally important to
grant legal recogni-
tion to  disaster-
induced 1DPs, which
can effectively guar-
antee their rights.
The crisis must serve
as a long-forgotien
reminder that we can
no longer continue
with the status quo.

Lust

ome leaders

are pOwEr
S hungry m the
extreme.
Some leaders
have an ‘insatiable
desire  for power’.

Some leaders have an
“ardent lust of domina-
tion’. This ‘ardent lust
of domination™ is no
different from ‘extreme
selfishness’, Some
leaders  attempt “to
draw evervihing 1o cen-
ter in ourselves, which
we think will enable us
to gratify every other

assion.” Lust is a
psvchological  force
producing intense

desire for something.”
Some have lust for
money, others have lusi
for power.

Some leaders deliber-
ately create ‘cults of
hatred®. There are two
types of cults — reli-
gious and political
Cults — both religious
and political — can last
for a long time. Cults —
both  religious and
political - «can  be
extremely dangerous
Religious cults can be
dangerous for their fol-
lowers and political
cults can be extremely

dangerous for their
country.
According to Dr

Janja Lalich, professor
emeritus of sociology
at the California State
University, there are 11
common (raits of cull
leaders: charisma; nar-
cissism, lack of auilt;
spiritual bondage, lack
of remorse; spiritual
abuse; pathological
liars, twisting facts,

for power

authoritarian; lack of
boundaries and use of
media. Cults are a
“risky form of human
behavior that diminish-
es our conlact with
reality and devalues
anifune outside  the
cult”™

There are two types
of personality cults of
political leaders: “ritu-
als of leader worship”
and “propaganda that
portrays the leader pos-
itively”. Political cults
can have serious politi-
cal consequences as the
probability of street
violence rises manifold
Political cults  often
threaten civil war and
openly defy rule of law.
Most political cults are
destructive in nature.
The presence of politi-
cal cults in a democra-
cy means increased
political violence.

Within political culis,
the ‘leader is always
right”. Within political
cults, the leader is ‘pro-
jected as a messiah’.
olitical cult leaders
are extremely apl at
controlling the behav-
iour of the youth. The
narrative that cult lead-
ers stir up is ‘us versus
them®. Cull leaders fre-
quently peddie ‘alterna-
tive facts’ and cults are
full of conspiracy-
addled members. Cultl
leaders claim that they
are the only ones who
represent the people-all
their “political com-
petitors are just part of
the immoral, corrupt
elite.” Quite often cult
members do not even
realize that they are

part of a cult:

Political  cults  in
established  democra-
cies with strong institu-
tions are less of a threat
than a nuisance. Bul,
political cults in fragile
democracies with weak
institutions are a clear
and present danger.
Political cults damage
democratic institutions

including  parliament
and the judiciary.
Political cult leaders

also damage the mili-
tary and the police.

I read somewhere
that “lust for power is
surely to be counted as
one of the worst char-
acteristics of a human
being,” One man’s lust
for power destroved
Germany. Another
man’s lust for power
Wis behind the
Cambodian genocide.
One family’s lust for
powet destroyed Syria

Cult leaders have a
tendency to “transtorm
the most mild govern-
ment into the maost
insupportable tyranny.”
Yes, a cult leader needs
the “assistance of like-
minded people to serve
as subordinate instru-
ments in his pursuait of
power.” Democracy is
about ‘rights of the
people’. Democracy is
about the “protection of
basic freedoms’,
Political cults threaten
the rights of the i}cuple.

i

Political cults threaten
basic freedoms.
Political cults are a

clear and present threat
to democracies, espe-
cially fragile democra-
cies

Global energy

Mot since World War
[l has the threat to glob-
al energy security been
as severe as it is foday,

Russia’s brutal inva-
sion of Ukraine and the
consequent geo-eco-
nomic war between the
Kremlin and the West
disrupted global  zas
markets at a scale
unprecedented in recent
history. The Kremlin's
use of its power over
energy markets as lever-
age — and FEurope’s
efforts to wean itself off
of Russian natural gas
and avoid a massive
shortage this winter
are Iriggering price
hikes and rerouting
flows around the worl

No one is left unaf-
fected, even those who
lhuusﬂu they had pre-

pared for every eventu-
ality. For example,
Pakistan, which had

secured several long-
term natural gas import
CONtracts to mcrease 11s

energy  security  in
recent years, has seen
partmers break those

deals to send their gas to
new clients offering 1o
an moie, The coflers of
oth the developed and
gevelupmg_ world  are

€ i n B
drained Meanwhile, the
Kremlin is using the
global energy cnsis it
created to sustain its
economy in the face of
severe international
sanctions, Maoreover, 11
15 weaponising Europe’s
dependency on Russian
natural gas to try and
break 'lr%'&stern resis-
ance to its ambitions in
Ukraine Earlier this
week, Moscow tried to
tighten its squeeze on

Europe further, saving it
plans to reduce gas sup-
gll&s through the Nord
stream 1 pipeline to
Germany 1o just 20 per-
cent capacity. In
response. European
Union energy ministers
swiftly anncunced an
gereement for the bloc’s
members to  gut  gas
usage by 15 percent this
winter.This  was an
attempt by Europe to
show it would not give
in to Russian pressure
and abandon Ukraine in
order to fill up its gas
reserves. Such conflict-
driven demand reduc-
tion, however, means
that an already likely
recession is now all but
guaranteed. Following
Gazprom's latest cuts,
analysts already predici
the EU will not be able
to reach its own target
of refilling gas storage
to 80 percent capacity
lI::y winter. MNow that
curope made it clear
that 1t 15 finally — and
perhaps much belatedly
— ready to take the steps
to cut its need for
Russian gas at any cosl,
the Kremlin will do
everything 1t can to
inflict maximum pain
on Europe in the short
term, while the depend-
ENCY TEMaing

A recent German poll
found that at the
moment, 58 percent of
the population is sup-
porting SANCHions
against Russia despite
potential negative
impacts for Germany.
Russian President
Vladimir Putin is work-
ing to bring that number
down — down to the
point that it becomes

untenable for
Germany's leaders to
push for policies to sup-
port Ukraine and help
the West win its con-
fromtation with Russia.
The waining of public
support for the sanc-
tions regime in the face
of economic difficulties
is an equally significant
risk for other European
governments.

Europe's leaders are
now facing the her-
culean task of simulia-
neously  helping their
industries survive on a
reduced energy supply,
supporting  Ukraine’s
war elTort and maintain-
ing public support for
the sanctions regime
amid a cost-of-living
crisis largely manufac-
fured by Russia that
seems to have no real
end in sight.

Energy is perhaps the
most  consequential
front in the ongoing
sE0-ECONOMIc batle

etween Russia and the
West, and thus Europe
needs to strengthen 1ts
hand there first.

After moving to
address the demand side
of the eguation, now it
needs to address the
supply side of the prob-
lem to be able to shore
up its economy to the
furthest extent Eqsslb]c,
and insulate public sup-
port for Kyiv and the
sanctions regime
against Russia, _

There are some obvi-
ous steps that European
rovernments can take —

ut have been reluctant
to in fear of domestic
backlash — to resolve
the supply issue swiftly,

The l[}\ln:thn;:r]ands, for

security

example, can pump bil-
lions of cubic metres of
extra natural gas across
Europe by increasing
roduction  at _ the
roningen gas  field.
Beu}-‘il_deripf;l%-’, howey-
er, it is still planning to
take the entire operafion
offline nexl year over
the risk of minor earth-
guakes in the surround-
ing area and some push-
back from environmen-
talists. Germany can
also increase it future
capacity to supply ener-
gy simply by extending
the lifespan of its
nuclear power plants
that are meant to come
offline at the end of the
vear. The poverning
coalition said it is now
considering this option,
but the Greens — includ-
ing Foreign  Mimster
Annalena Baerbock —
continue to resist the
move. The party’s
stance on this issue is
somewhat understand-
able - after all,
Germany’s Green Party
was in large part borne
out of Germany’'s Cold
War-era  anti-nuclear
m o v ¢ men it .
Nevertheless, by block-
ing a relatively straight-
forward and low-risk
solution to a major
problem  facing  the
nation, it risks failing
the test of being a
responsible government
Farmer at a time of war,
ess than a yvear after its
best-ever election
result Beyond increas-
ing their own produc-

tion capacity by any
means possible,
European nations

should of course also
work on forming new

By Maximilian Hess

parinerships with sup-
pliers  outside their
region. The global gas
crisis and its impacts are
I%y no means limited to
Europe. It is therefore
imperative that Europe
seeks to bring together
the international com-
munily to coordinate
global supply,

When the world last
faced such a major ener-
gy crisis, the Allies had
significant control over
the world’s o1l supplies
British Petroleum and
its predecessors, and the
forefathers of the mod-
ern United States energy
majors, controlled most
of the Middle East’s
petroleum at the dawn

of World War I Britain
established the
Petrolewm Warfare
Department and  the
Petroleum Board -

which brought together
all allied energy firms,
including US ones even
before Pearl Harbor
brought the US into the
conflict directly — to
coordinate supplies for
the war Today, owner-
ship of global energy
supplies 13 far more
diversified. And while
the US has pledged to
use its role as a ligue-
fied natural gas (LNG)
exporter 1o support
Europe, a fire this June
at 1ts flagship liquefica-
tion plant in Freeport,
Texas has seen export
capacity fall by some 17
percenl. Thus address-
ing global gas shortages
will require a coming
m%elhgr of key public
and private plavers from
across the world 1o
develop a strategy for
this winter.

Inequality and
hunger

eginmniE 4oamn

Ma:% 24,b the

W o r | d
Economic

Forum 15 gath-

ering i [Davos,
Switzerland for an in-per-
son meeting, discussing
the global tax system ana
financial melusion
Thanks 1o protests and
new research, however,
participants will not be
able to avoid the elephant
in the room: the surging

mequality of wealth dur-
ing the pandemic
Az the Institute for

Policy Studies (IPS) and
Inequality.org have docuo-
mented over the last two
vears of a global pandem-
ic, billionaire assets have
surped while millions lost
their lives and livelihoods.

A mnew report from
Oocfam  dramatizes  how
hundreds of millions of
Eeople around the world
ave slid further into
poverly during this time
period. In a detailed
examination of the food
and agriculture industry,
Orcfam found that billion-
gires 0 that industry saw
their wealth increase by
$382 billion during the
pandemic An emergency
windfall tax oo their
wealth increase alone {to
say nothing of their pre-
pandemic hillions) could
end world hunger and
double the incomes of 545
million small-scale farm-
ers

In January, an analysis
by the Fight Inequality
Alliance, Institute for
Policy Studies, Oxfam,
and the Patriotic
Mlillionaires found that an
annual wealth tax starting
at just 2 percent for those

with more than £5 mitlion,
3 percent for those with
over 30 mallion, and up
to 5 percent for billion-
aires  could penerate
upwards of $2.52 tnllion a
year That's enough to hift
2.3 billion people out of
poverty, fund vacecines for
everyone in the world, and
deliver universal health-
care and social protections
for all the cinzens of low-
and lower-middle-income
countries.,

A group of over 150
millionaires released a
strong  statement calling
on Davos attendees to face
the dangers of runaway
wealth  inequality  and
speak out in favor of
national efforts to levy
progressive income and
wealth taxes on the ultra-
wealthy. “The truth is that
‘Davos’ doesn’t deserve
the world's trust right
now,” the statement reads.
“For all the countless
hours spent talking about
making the world a better
place, the conference has
produced little tangible
value amidst a torrent of
self-congratulations,”

“inti participants
acknowledpe the simple,
effective solution staring
them in the face — taxing
the rich - the people of the
world will continue to see
their so-called dedication
to fixing the world's prob-
lems as little more than a
performance”

The letter 15 signed by
actor and activist Mark
Ruffalo, as well as sup-

ortars of the In Tax We

rust movement including
Abigail snev, Morris
Pearl, and Nick Hanauer,
These millicnaires deliv-
ered the In Tax We Trust

letter directly to the World
Economic Forfum offices
in New York and Geneva,
and attended pro-taxation
demonstrations at the oot-
skirts of the elite com-
pound in Davos itself

As the Institute for
Policy Studies (1PS) and
Inequality.ore have docu-
mented over the last two
vears of a global pandem-
ic, billionaire assets have
surged while millions lost
their lives and livelihoods,

A pew report from
Ocfam dramatizes how
hundreds of millions of
ﬁeuple around the world

ave shid Ffurther into

poverty during this time
period. In a  detailed
examination of the food
and apriculture industry,
Oxfam found that billion-
aires in that industry saw
their wealth increase by
£382 billion during the
pandemic. An emergency
windfall tax on  ther
wealth increase alone (to
say nothing of their pre-
pandemic billions) could
end world hunger and
double the incomes of 345
million small-scale farm-
er5.

In January, an analysis
by the Fight Inequality
Alliance, Institute for
Policy Studies, Oxfam,
and the Patriotic
Millionaires found that an
annual wealth tax starting
at just 2 percent for those
with more than $5 mallion,
3 percent Tor those with
over 550 million, and up
to 5 percent for billion-
aires  could penerate
upwards of $2.52 trillion a
vear. That's enough to lift
2.3 billion people out of
poverty, fund vaccines for
everyone in the world




Chinese coaches fit and

functional in Pakistan:
CRRC Tangshan

ISLAMABAD: As of
Dec & the 46 CRRC
Tangshan coaches had
undergone four success-
ful tnal operations in
Pakistan, and they will go
into commercial opera-
tions in the next few days,
Mr Zhang, deputy general
manager of the overseas
business department at
CRRC  Tangshan told
Gwadar Pro in an exclu-
sIVe Imterview

The 46 Chinese coach-
ez, which arrived in
Karachi on Nov 27, were
arranged into trains for
tmal  operations by
Pakistani engineers and a
eroup of CRRC Tanzshan

Experts

As per Zhang, the tral
operations started on Dec
I with a short-distance
pourney from Karachi to
tohri. The second opera-
tion ran from Karachi to
Lahore between Dec 2
and Dec 4 On Dec &, the
coaches travelled from
Lahore to  Rawalpindi
{Islamabad) and then to
Peshawar, and the follow-
ing day, the trains made a
refurn trip from Peshawar
to Lahore.” The successful
trial operations are a testa-
ment to the gquahty and
Gpcramma]mmmn of the
CRRC Tangshan coaches,
especially the bogies,” the

deputy general manager
told Gwadar Pro.As per
Zhang, a team of six
Chinese experts are assist-
g Pakistam engineers in
the commissiomng and
trial operations of the 46
coaches. “As a rule, we
will run rounds of tests
and trial operations on the
coaches to make sure the

coaches run  smoothly
before they go into com-
mercial oparations,”

Fhang wld Gwadar Pro,
adding that the tests range
from inside facilities
checks in clzuding the air
conditi oners and the pas-
senger | nfermation sys-
tem etc.INP

Sindh cabinet approves
reserved seats for
Local Govt Councils

KARACHL The Sindh
cabinel on Friday
approved reserved seats
for the local government
councils )

As per the official
sources, these reserved
sgats are for sixo cate-
gories. They include
women, yvouth, labour-
ers/farmers, nof-
Muslhims, special per-
sons and transgenders.

The Sindh cabinet
meeting, chaired by
Chief Minister  Sved

Murad Ali Shah, fixed
the Fnce of sugarcane at
Rs302 per 40kg

[t also approved the
start of crushing season
from November 20, The
provingial cabinet also
decided to fix quality
premium at Rs0.50 per

.

[tis to be noted here
that the Punjab govern-
ment has fixed the pnee
of sugarcane at Rs300
per 40kg.

The ~ Sindh  Home
Department reduced the
span of the sentence of
nine prisoners convicted
by the Anti-Terrorism
Court _on the basis of
education,

The prisoners whose

sentence had been
reduced by months

etween six and 22
passed the Adib,

Matriculation and
[ntermediate exams
Abdul Jabhar,

Muhammad Ali, Syed
Amir Hussain, Khalid
Abbas, Sved Shahzad,
Al Raza, Sved Nar
Raza and Khahd Aziz
were among the prison-
ers whose sentences
were pardoned

It merits 3 mention
here that there is a
remission of punishment
for six months for pass-
g Adib Urdu/Sindh,
Matriculation and
[ntermediate exams.

A debate was also held
o Baldia . Fire
Compensation Case dur-
ing the cabinet meet-
ing. The Baldia Factory
caught fire on November
11, 2012, Owver 200
workers had bumnt alive
in that fire. )

It was told in the
meeting that the German
company gave $1 ml-
lion to compensate the
dead and Infured work-

ers of the Baldia Factory

*The Sindh
Employees Social
Security  Institution

(SESSIL) is giving pen-
sions to the famblies of
the deceased on a
monthly basis,” it was
said
The

cabinet  also

approved handing over

the control of the malnu-
trition programme (o the
PPHI

The Sindh government
had started the Food
Emergency Programme
in 2016° under the
Accelerated Action Plan.

“The _ Health
Department achieved the
Accelerated Action
Plan’s targets. A budget
of Rs2.9 billion has been
allocated for the vyear
2022-23." the meeting
wastold. _

The provincial cabinet
also approved the pur-
chase of buses for Rsl 7
ballion on the request of
the transport minister

The Transport
Department  will  pur-
chase 43 new buses for
the People’s Bus Service
in the year 2022-23.

Culfure Minister
Sardar Shah requested
the cabinet to run buses
for tourism as well.
~ The Sindh chief min-
ister directed the culture
mimister to submit his
proposal m writing.

e provincial cabinet
also endorsed the agree-
ment  with the Anti-
MNarcohies Forge (ANF)
to run four drug rehabili-
tation centres. The pro-
posed rehabilitation cen-
tres  are  located in
Karachi. [NP

Minister of State for Industries and Prodoction, Tasneem Ahmad
Qureshi distributing chegues among the poor in Sargodha.

Delay in tough decisions,
ignoring IMF’s demands
hurting economy: Mian Zahid

KARACHL: Chairman

of Mational Business
Crroup Pakistan,
President Pakistan
Businessmen and
Intellectuals Forum, and
All Karachi  Industrial
Alliance, and former

rovineial minister Mian
fahid Hussain has said
that a delay in unpopular
decisions and 1gnoring
the demands of IMF is
not benefiting but harm-
ing the economy of coun-

try

Talking to business
community on Friday, he
said that according to the
finance minister, the
ninth and tenth reviews of
the TMF will be held
simultaneously, which
indicates a delay in
important matters.

Mian Zahid Hussain
was of the view that if the
bitter pall of fiscal disci-
iline 158 ot swallowed,
{_’aklstan will un out of
time. Further investment
in infrastructure projects
that become white ele-

phants should be stopped

He said that Gwadar is
very important for the
country therefore unrest
among the local popula-
tion should be calmed
urgently.

Tiwadar is the second
most impaortant port after
Karachi and Pakistan’s
future 15 linked to it
therefore, the issues of
the local opulation
deserve the ﬁlﬁ attention

of the authorities, he
added
The business leader

said that the masses and
the business community
are concermned about the
disturbing  news from
Gwadar where people are
demanding their basic
nehis. Locals want access
to fishing in their own
waters, the inclusion of
the locals in jobs, and the
rovision  of  proper
iealtheare and education
facilities, he added.

He szaid that the local
population  should  be
given  preference  in

employment opportuni-
ties and their lifestyle
should improve

There 15 no justifica-
tion mm CPEC excepl
Gwadar and this area is
considered an indicator of
progress on this flagship
project, he added

Mian Zahid said that
locals complam that hun-
dreds of large trawlers
continue to fish in dee
waters without any check
and they also catch the
small  fish  depriving
locals of fishing opportu-
mities and resulting in
poverty and hunger

Local fishermen fear
that poverty and hunger
will Increase, impacting
the fishing communilies
of Gwadar, and the
adjoining locations.

t may be recalled that
locals were promised jobs
and pgreater participation
when the port became
operational but it
remained a promise.

He said that the deci-
sions INP
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Islamabad: Federal Minister for Finance and Revenue, Senator Mohammad

Ishaq Dar held a virtual meeting with Mr Jin Ligun, President Asian
Infrastructure and Investment Bank (ATIB).

APHC-AJK pays tributes to
martyrs of Sopore massacre

ISLAMABAD: All Parties
Hurrivat Conference Azad
Jammu and Kashmir (APHC-
AJK) chapter has paid rich trib-
ute to the martyrs of the Sopore
MASEACTE,

The APHC-AJK orgamized a
conference, today, on the
anmiversary of the martyvrs of the
Sopore massacre  under the
chairmanshi of Convener
Mahmood Aﬁmed Saghar

Addressing the conference,
Humiyat leaders said that it was
on this day in January 1993
when Indian troops massacred
innocent people in Sopore and
set hundreds of shops and hous-
es on fire, He added that the
great sacrifices of the martyrs
were 8 valuable asset of the free-
dom movement, which the
Kashmiris would protect at all
costs, The Hurniyat leaders said
that India had Faled to suppress

the freedom spinit of the
kaashmiris with all its brutal tac-
tics and tyranny. They said that
India should shun the path of
oppression  and _realise  the
ground realities of the occupied
territory and give the Kashmiris
their birthrnight to self-determi-
nation.The Hurriyat leaders
maintaimed that durable peace
and development in the region
was not possible until the linger-
ing  Kashmir dispute was
resolved in accordance with the
United Mations resolutions and
the wall of the Kashmin people

Besides Mahmood Ahmed
Saghar, Ghulam Muhammad
SaH, Altaf Hussain Wami, Sheikh
Abdul Mateen, Hassan Bana,
Muhammad Hussain Khateeb,
Sanaullah Dar, Zalid Safi, Raja
Khadim Hussain, Mian
Muzaffar, Adeel Mushtag Wam,
Zahid Ashraf, Gulshan Ahmed,

Ashfag Balwal, Sheikh Abdul
Majid and Imtiaz Wam
addressed the conference.

At the end of the function,
pravers were offered for the ele-
vation of ranks of the martvrs of
Kashmir and former Amir of
Jamaat-e-Islami Pakistan Qaz
Hussain Ahmed.Cm the occa-
sion, the APHC-AJK leaders
expressed their grief and sormow
over the deaths of Hurnvat
activists Masrullah Khaki and
MMuhammad Umar, and
expressed solidanty with the
bereaved famihies Raja Najabai
urges world powers to take solid

steps for Kashmir
solutionMirpur,  Janvary 06
KMS) The Chairman of
ammu Kashmir Self-
Determination Movement
International, Raja Najabat
Hussain has wrged the world

powers 1o take solid steps, INP

Raja Najabat urges
world powers to take solid steps
for Kashmir solution

MIRPUR: The Chairman of
Jammu Kashmir Self-
Determination Movement
International, Raja Najabai
Hussain has urg,ed the world
powers to take solid steps for
settlement of the Kashmir dis-
pute. .

Raja Najabat Hussain
addressing a  function  in
Mirpur in connection with
Kashmiris' Right to Self-
Determination Day  said a
comprehensive strategy and
policy should be formulated
and tﬁe Kashmiris, who are the
main parties to the dispute,

should be given a role to
implement it and take it for-
ward.

He said as a Kashmir he
appeals to all the national
leadership, the heads of all
national institutions and the
heads of all decision-making
bodies 10 take the Kashmin
teadership, Hurriyat leader-
ship and other Kashmiris into
confidence regarding the
Kashmir dispute and take a
sohid decision according to the
requirements of the time

Raja Majabat Hussain said
the people of Pakistani and

Sindh okays
procurement of
more buses for

Karachiites

KARACHL: The Sindh cabinet on Friday okayed
the purchase of more buses under the Peoples
Service (PBS) project for Karachi and other cities of

Sindh

The approval was granted during cabinet meeling
held here with Chief Minister Murad Ali Shah in the

chair.

During the meeting, the Sindh Mass Transit
resented a summary seeking
the procurement of 43 buses for Karachi and other
cities under PBS project which was approved by

Authority (8TMA)

CM Murad Ali Shah.

In the meeting, Sindh Minister for Culture Sardar
Al Shah urged the cabinet to run buses for tourism
place, Upon this, Sindh CM told the minister to pre-
pare a summary for the purpose

The meeting was informed that proposed buses
would run at tourist places like Keenjhar Lake and

other points [NP

us

Islamabad

SHC grants custody
of Karachi teenage
girl to her parents

(THC)  has

till

ISLAMABAD
Islamabad High Court

police to rtecover the
allegedly kidnapped girl

anuary 12 )
The court accepted [G

Kashmir want to complete
Pakistan by liberating the
Indian  illezally occupied
Jammu and Kashmir from
Indian yoke. Strong and stable
Pakistan could effectively
advocate the Kashmir cause at
international level, he added

He maintained that lacs of
Pakistanis and Kashmirs were
living abroad and reiterated
the pledge to make Pakistan a
prosperous country. He said
that the Kashmir freedom
movement would be taken o
its logical end at every cost
NP
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CEO SK Hyvdro presenting a cheque of one hundred rlmusanﬂ.dllal‘s
to Prime Minister Muhammmad Shehbaz Sharif for the flood victims.,

New spell of
snowfall, rain
set to hit upper
KP districts
Gaties ot Mol e amee e

tricts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP) 15 hikely to start Saturday,

Meteorological Department
reported Friday, :
lhe  Provincial — Disaster

Management Au[h_uriti (PO A
director general said that instruc-
tions had been conveyed to the
agencies concerned regarding pre-
cautionary measures for rains and
snowtall

“In the upper distncts, snowfall
and Iandsliﬁ:s may cause obstric-
tions on the link roads. The distrct
administration must ensure the
availability of small and heav
machinery,” the PDMA letter read.

“Rains are likely to reduce fou,
They are also likely to reduce the
temperature dunng the day.” it
added,

“Rains and snowfall are likely to
continue  mtermittently  tll
Monday,” it stated and dirécted the
authonties concerned to inform the
tourists about the weather situa-
tion. [NP

Lakhra power
plant workers
demand
withheld

salaries

KARACHL Employees of
Lakhra Power Plant held a protes
demonstration for nonpayment of
salaries for five months by the
plant authorities,

The protesters” leaders Mazhar
Mallah, Jaffar Khoso and Asad
Mahesar claimed that they
{employees) were put in a surplus
pool under ministerial directives
and they were absorbed in power
distribution companies of the
Hyderabad  Electric SuEEly
Company (Hesco) and Sukkur
Electric Suﬁply Company {Sepco),
but still they were not getting
salanes.

The Lakhra power plant was
leased out to the Associated Group
for 20 wvears in 2006 by the
Privatisation Commission, But its
emplovees' unjon led by Mazhar
Ali Mallah and Punhal Jamali had

uestioned it before the Sindh
High Court and the court had
barred the government from pn-

vatising the coal fired power plant
while ruling in favour of the
emplovees. INP

Tl.

IHC orders IG police to
recover alleged abducted

oirl till January 12

ordered the country,

time

you not know the missing
girl 18 in what part of the

1G told the court search
of the girl is underway.
The court should give
There are social

time. We will give resull,
The police had reached
close to the accused last
nlgI[u but he escaped.

he court accepted 1G
Islamabad plea for giving
more time for recovery of

KARACHI;

The Sindh High Court {(SHC) on

Friday temporarily handed over a teenagie airl who

was reported as kidnapped last yvear but

ater found

to have purportedly eloped in Punjab to her parents

in Karachi after she tol
live with her family

the court that she wanted to

The girl, until today, had been residing 10 a shel-
ter home, while her father, Syed Mehdi kazmi, had
reached out to the court to seek his daughter’s cus-
tody as well as orders for revocation of her alleged
marriage with Zaheer Ahmed the man who was pur-
ported to have tied the knot with her in Punjab

Justice Igbhal Kalhoro took up the petition for
hearing on Friday. The girl, her father and Ahmed
were in court. At the outset, the court summoned the
]g:r] and asked her whether she wanted to live with
her parents. She replied in the affirmative After
recording her statement, the court ordered authori-
ties to grant custody of the girl to her parents “tem-
porarily”, while noting that a decision regarding her

ermanent custody would be taken by a trial court
he judge also Tl,l%l:!‘[i that a child protection officer
wouﬂ:l visit the girl every Saturday. INP

Pakistani rupee suffers 13th
consecutive loss to US dollar

ISLAMABALD: It has
been 13th loss in a row
for the Pakistani rupee as
the US dollar’s uninter-
rupted march continued
in the interbank market
on Friday.

~The forex dealers
divulged that the green-
back rose by another 13
paisas against the local
currency  and was cur-
rently being traded at
Rs2Z7 25

On Thursday, Pakistani
rapee had registered a
marginal loss against the
LS “dollar, depreciating
0.07% in the inter-ban
market. As per the State

Bank of Pakistan (SBP),
the rupee declined by 17
gaisas 1o close the day at
2T 12

The market was exect-
gd to see some positive
development after
Finance Miniseter Ishag
Dar's statement that
Saudi Arabia is all set o
boost its deposits in
Pakistan, but the State
Bank's data regarding
forex reserves apparently
dented  such  hopes
severely.

According to the SBP,
the foreign exchange
reserves held by the State
Bank had falled by 4.2%

on a week-on-week basis.

On December 30, 2022
the forex reserves were
recorded at $3,576.5 mil-
lion, down $245 million
as compared to 55,8219
million on December 23

According to the SBP,
the decrease in reserves
came due to external debit
repayment. Overall, the
liguid forex reserves held
by the country, including
the net reserves held by
banks other than the SBP,
stood at 5114225 mil-
lion. Net reserves held by

banks amounted o
$5, 846 million
Earlier, in the week

ended on December 23,
the SBP's  reserves
decreased by 5294 mil-
lion to $5.821.9 million
as Pakistan repaid some
of its external debt,

The decline in tupee’s
value Ferms_te_d despite
Federal Minister for
Finance and Revenue
Ishaq Dar's statement
that Saudi Arabia “is
expected 1o beel” up i1s
deposits in Pakistan in a
few days”™

_ The minister was of the
view: “All nations of the
world opt for borrowing
new money topay old lia-
hilities or they opt for

rofllover. We are opting
for  rolling over o
deposits.”

shaq Dar staled that
Pakistan’s reserves were
“pure till 2018 and no
other.  country  had
deposits in Pakistan™ at
that time.

The minister said the
country’s Foreign
exchange reserves are
Ercuwed Lo be in & much

etier shape by June 30,
2023, He sad there was
no issue in the 9th review
and the present govern-
ment is commiited to
completing the
International [INP

Islamabad plea for giving
more time for recovery o
the abducted girl

The case came up for

hearing  before :sm%lc
bench of IHC led by
Justice Saman Rafat
Imtiaz Friday

The  court  while

expressing  displeasure
aver state counsel for
reaching the court late
remarked fine will be
imposed on state counsel
if such attitude is adopted
in future.

IG Islamabad told the
court investigation ofticer
is in Karach! to arrest the
prime accused

The courl mquired do

L [

W = 1 1i'ﬂ r i

RAWALPINDI: Labourers are wcari;lg warm shawls and waiting for

aspects of this case too.
Baut it will not seem
aﬁ_pmprm:e to say such
thinz at my level

The court remarked ©
yvou are saying the girl
had any connection with
this man

1G told the court ™ T am
not saving so that the girl
had any relation or oth-
erwise, This thing is of no
imFthﬂncc S

he court inguired the
guestion is this the girl is
in what areas of Pakistan
at present.

G Islamabad told the
court possibility is there
that the girl may be with
the accused Give us

Tl
| e

A —

the abducted girl

The case came up for
hearing before  single
bench of THC led by

Justice  Saman  Rafat
Imtiaz Friday. )

The court while
expressing  displeasure

over state counsel for
reaching the court late
remarked fine will be
imposed on state counsel
if such attitude is adopted
inl future,

IG [slamabad told the
court investigation officer
is in Karachi to arrest the
prime accused The court
inquired do you not know
the missing @irl is in what
part of the country, TNP

customers along with their tools during cold weather at Chandni

Chowk area in the city.
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Skilled workforce of Balochistan to play role in
country’s uplift: Minister

technical know-how in the field of precision mechanics, instrument technology and die and mold technology

QUETTA: Federal Mimster for Science and Technology Agha Hasan Baloch has said that the educated skilled
workforee of Balochistan has full potential to play positive role in the uphift of the country and Balochistan

Provinee.

He expressed these views while addressing the opening ceremoeny of the Pakistan Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research (PCSIR) and COSAT University Gwadar Campus, organized by the Mimistry of Science and

Technology.
Agha

asan Baloch said that Prime Minister Shehbaz Shanf and party leader Sardar Akhtar Jan Mengal want

real development in the province. The success of CPEC depends on the development of people of Gwadar, espe-
cially fishermen,
He said that the Technical Training Center for Precision Mechanics and Instrument Technology, Gwadar proj-
ect built at a cost of more than 1200 million will provide better opportenities to the youth here to acquire mod-
ern education and technical skills.
The Federal Minister further said that the objectives of the project include the development and generation of

o

Lahore: : Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif visited the house of martyred 151 Director

. The T-.:a:hnimlil Training center will also provide consultancy services to the local industry on designing mechan-
ical products, jigsaws and fixtures which wall help in skilling the local community, increasing exports and creat-

ing employment up]:mnunitics.

The Federal Mimster for Science and Technology noted that after Quetta, COSAT University is starting the
teaching process in Gwadar in the next two months so that the people of Gwadar, especially the children of fish-

ermen, can get modern education.

Simalarly, to provide higher education facilities to more than 1,400 students by the end of 5 years, the govemn-

ment i5 announcing its new plan

“COSMAT University Islamabad will talk to the federal government for building a campus in Gwadar,
Balochistan, The total cost of which is 2400 million rupees.

Initially, bachelor-level degree programs will be started in the fields of computer sciences, engineering, busi-
ness administration and basic sciences. The progect will be completed in 48 months [NP

Aghaaz — The Beginning of

Pre-Marital/Marital Counselling

‘Our youth make up 70% of the total population and
there 15 a need to bridee the gap that they face in
accessing reliable reproductive health information and
services , this was highlighted by Dr. Amanullah,
CEQ, Forum for Safe Motherhood (White Ribbon
Alliance Pakistan Chapter) at a Consultative Session
organized in Karachi on Wednesday, December 21,
2022 The Consultative Session aimed al creating
awareness about Aghaaz: Pakistan’s Fl_'c_lmum Pre-
Marital/Marital Counselling Approach. Initiated by the
Ministry of National Health Services, Regulation
&amp; %Zuurdin;:ttmn E_]MDNHSR&a_m p;C ) in collabora-
tion with the Warld Health Crganization {WHO) and
Forum for Safe Motherhood, Achaaz has been devel-
oped 10 provide young people who are about 1o get
marned or who are recently mamed complete access to
comprehensive sexual and reproductive health infor-
mation

_Dr. Hans Ahmed, Public Health Specialist when
briefing participants about Aghaaz stressed that it aims
to ensure that young people have a robust foundation
for mamage. For this, it discusses several important
areas, ranging from pre-martal screeming to the
how&#39:5 of fostering a healthy relationship with
oned#39;5 life partner. In the process it touches on oft
discussed subjects ke number and spamnﬁ, of children,
pre &amp; post-natal care, and household and money

in Pakistan
( rf 4 ¢

consultation and communication including bamers,
cultural sensitivities, and societal challenges with par-
ficular attention to the needs of young people who are
gmng to be marned, as well as those who are first-time
parents

Dr. Amanullah in his concluding remarks stressed
that “Aghaaz envisages a Pakistan where all young
people have the information and resources available
that are required for a long, healthy, stable and satisfy-

Naveed Sadig in Lahore and offered condolences to his family.

LG polls: ECP reserves verdict
on MQM-P’s plea on fresh
delimitations

Strong cold winds
to hit Karachi,
North

Balochistan

KARACHL The Meteorological
Department has forecast strongz winds
for Karachi and north Balochistan dur-
ing this weekend.

he strong winds will blow wunl
tomormow  Sunday, January 8 Cold
westerly winds can cause the tempera-
tures in Sindh and Balochistan to drop
to as low as between 3 and 5 degrees
Celsius at some places

The mimmum température
Karacht wall likely drop to 10 degrees
Celzius

Meanwhile, rain and thunderstorms
are likely to hit the upper and central

arts of the country on Wednesday and
hursday,

A westerly wind 15 likely 1o enter
the upper and central parts of the
country. Under the influence of this
weather, rains are expected in vanous
cities such as Islamabad, Rawalpindi,
Faisalabad, Nowshera, Layyah, Jhang
and Peshawar.

More snowfall has been forecast in
Murree, Galivat, Mathia Gali, Naran,
Kaghan, Dir, Swat, Shangla, Buner,
Meelum "f"alie:[;, Bagh, Haveli, Astore
and Hunza INP

5 people dead in
road accident in
Azad Kashmir

BAGH: A coaster met an accident
near Rahim Kot in Bagh in Azad
Kashmir in the wee hours of Friday in
which five people lost their lives

Acc_ordm% to details, a coaster
boarding 12 people was going to
Mushtamba and left Rawalpindi sta-
tion at 12am (Friday), When the vehi-
cle reached near Rahim Kot. it met an
accident in which five of the passen-
gers were killed,

The coaster beanng number plate
664 | skidded off the road and fell into
a ditch

Five passengers including dnver
and conductor died on the spot while
three others were injured

The injured were
Dheerkot Hospital.

Sources said the death toll might
nse. INP

shafted to

30 mentally-chal-
lenged patients
escape Karachi

hospital

KARACHI® In an unusual “mental
hospital escape’, more than 30 mental-
ly-challenged patients fled the facility
situated in North Mazimabad, Karachi
on Friday.

Once the patients got out of the con-
fines of the mental health facility and
were on the loose, they slammed the
doors of nearby houses with sticks
They also damaged vehicles parked
outside these houses.

While flecing, they got hold of the
hospital’s security guard and gave him
a good thrashing

According to police, a mentally-
challenged patient drove away a Lﬁ:r
However, they recovered the vehicle
parked a few miles away, -

Police informed thal the incident
was occurred on Thursday noon and
they took into their custody some of
the patients. But many of them have
managed to escape, they added INP

ANF seizes
256.8kg hashish,
39kg opium,
2.9kg heroin in
operations

ISLAMABAD: The Anti-Marcotics
Force's (ANF) crackdown against
drug peddlers continued as they foiled
bids to smuggle huge quantities of
narcotics in operations on Friday

According to ANF spokesman, the
ANF officials impounded a car on GT
Road T-Chowk in Islamabad and
arrested two accused after confiscal-
ing 256ke and 300 grams of hashish
and 3%g and 600 grams of opium
from their vehicle

Both accused were the residents of
Khyber and Peshawar, respectively
Separately NP

KARACHL:  The Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) on
Friday reserved its verdict on the
Fetltmn filed by the Muttahida

aumi Movement-Pakistan
(MOM-P) rega_rd|11_|i{‘amh|gu|l}' in
voter  lists in  Karachi  and
Hyderabad

A three-member ECP bench,
headed by  Chiel  Election
Commissioner Sikandar Sultan
Raja, announced the verdict after
hearing arguments of the MOM-P
and other parties. ]

At the outset of the hearing, the
CEC told MOM-P lawyer he had
been moving courts over the
delimitation 1ssue. “Why doesn’t
the MOM come up with all the
issues at once,” he asked

He remarked that the MOM-P
contested 2018 elections with the
same voter lists. The CEC also
reprimanded the MOM lawver for
beating about the bush while sub-
mitling the arguments

The CEC also assured MOM-
Pakistan that local govt elechions
would be held on time as

announced ECP. )

During the hearing, the Sindh
government sought a week to sub-
mit arpuments in the case as
Additional Advocate General
Fauzia Zafar appeared before the
FECP unprepared, :

_ The CEC abolished the defence
right of the provincial government
atler its lawyer showed up in the
case without preparation.

[t is pertinent to mention here
that Muttahida Qaumi Movement-
Pakistan (MOM-P) decided to
hold a protest rally on January 9
against the non-implementation of
an agreement signed with the
Pakistan People's Party-led (PPP)
Sindh govemment.

He remarked that the MOM-P
contested 2018 elections with the
same voter lists. The CEC also
reprimanded the MOM lawyer for
beating about the bush while sub-
mitting the arguments.

The CEC also assured MOM-
Pakistan that local govt elechons
would be held on time as
announced ECPIUNP

Pakistan's Optical
Fiber Cable Project
signed between
Chinese Companies

ISLAMABAD:, A Nationwide
Optical Fiber Cable MNetwork
Project has been signed between
PowerChina and Hunan Sunwalk
Group, according 1o Gwadar Pro
on Friday,

Phase 1, Lot | of the said proj-
ect will aim to improve Pakistan’s
telecommunication infrastructure
for better interconnection with its
neighboring countries,

Talking 1o Gwadar Pro, busi-
ness manager Sunwalk Group said
that the company plans 1o spend
several  billion  dollars  on
Pakistan’s Tier-2 and Tier-3 aities
to establish telecom infrastructure
and fiber industry.

The nation’s Plf;rmdhnnd adop-
tion will be increased tor the digi-
tal revolution, which will benefit

not only the business-to-business
sector but also the sovernment,
enterprise firms, and end con-
sumers, the ofTicial added

Previously, Sunwalk Group
CEO Pakistan, Lan held a meeting
with Federal Minister of 1T and
Telecom, Syed Amin ul Haque.
Lan informed the Minister regard-
ing investment plans for establish-
ing a statewide optical fiber net-
work and facilitating the growth
of broadband in Pakistan

He stated that his organization
15 prepared to invest approximate-
Iv $2 IE:illi::-rl over the next 8 to 10
years.The nation’s broadband
adoption will be increased for the
digital revolution, which will ben-
efit not only the business-ta-busi-
ness sector INP

Sanitary worker dies of
injection administered
by hospital’s sweeper

MOWSHERA VIRKAN: A
sanitary worker lost his life due
to wrong injection that was
allegedly administered to him by
a_hospital sweeper in Nowshera
Virkan on Friday. )

Siddique Masih, the sanitary
worker, used to work as a driver
in Municipal Committee and he
suffered a heart attack while
being on duty. )

He was bTUu%bl to the Tehsil
Headguarter (THOQ) Hospital
MNowshera Virkan where, instead
of doctors, one of the sweepers of
the hospital administered him an
injection thai triggered reaction
and resulied in his death

Following their colleague’s
death, the sanitary workers
staged protest demonstration out-
side the THO) hospital against the
ne§ll ence shown by the doctors.

eeking justice, they demand-

e =

at Aiwan-e-Sadr, Islamabad.

ed a strict action from the higher
authorities. They also threatened
to continue their protest until the
Assistant  Commissioner and
District Commissioner do not
take action against the doctors.

Siddique Masih, the sanitary
worker, used to work as a drver
in Municipal Committee and he
suffered a heart attack while
being on duty.

He was brought to the Tehsil
Headquarter (THQ) Hospital
Mowshera Virkan where, instead
of doctors, one of the sweepers of
the hospital administered him an
injection that triggered reaction
and resulted in his death

Following their colleague’s
death, the sanitary workers
staped protest demonstration out-
side the THC) hospital against the
Jl'lﬁ%l]gence shown by the doctors.

Ex

l‘

President Dr.Arif Alvi chairing a meeting on the facilitation of persons with disabilities,

management,

The Consultative Session was directed at explonng
how best Aghaaz, its Multi-touch Point Sensitization
.-*'.prmachx and especially the resource material and vir-
tual tools (Web Portal www.aghaaz com pk and Mobile
App) developed under it can best be integrated into rel-
evant provincial structures and systems o

By and large, participanis were of the opinion that
Aghaaz has taken into consideration all aspects of

karachi woman
shot dead during
street robbery

KARACHE A woman
was shot dead during a
street robbery in Karachi
on Friday, .

According to police,
the incident ook place in
Gulistan-¢-Johar area of
the megacity

The woman, identified
as Sana Tarig, was on her
way to buy some medi-
cines with her brother

Some armed men inter-
cepted them and attempt-
ed to rob them of valu-
ables. On resistance, they
gpf."f-‘ﬂ fire and left Sana
Tarig  with critical
injuries She was rushed to
hospital but could not sur-
vive.

Police registered a case
and launched investiga-
tion

It is to be noted here
that the street crimes are
on the rise in the financial
hub of the country, People
are robbed of valuables at
gunpoint and shot at for
offering resistance INP

State Bank
reserves hit
eight-year low at
$5.576 hillion

KARACHI! Stale
Bank of Pakistan’s (SBP)
foreign exchange reserves
hit an eight-year low at
35576 hljflinn during the
week ended on Dec 30,
2022, it reports in media.

Despite fast dwindling
SBP reserves, Finance
Minis-ter Ishaq Dar is still
hopeful about reverting
the siluation with expect-
ed financial help prom-
ised by the fnendly coun-
tries, but nothing has been
redlised so far I%uring the
week the SBP foreign
exchange reserves saw an
outflow of 5245 million
for external debt repay-
ments,

Foreign debt servicing
is the most troubling
question For the PMLN-
led coalition government
facing a serious threat of
default. Several attempts
to restart talks with the
IMF for the release of the
next tranche have so far
remained unfruitful,

The falling reserves
have already deeply
devalued the local curren-
cy against the US dollar
and other major cumen-
cies. The SBP's foreign
exchange reserves dipped
$11bn to 3$5.6bn from
£16 6bn in Jan-vary 2022,
This massive dechine left
no space for the govem-
ment to pay back its for-
eign debts without bor-
rowing more from friend-
Iy countries,

The SBP's reserves
holdings are only enough
for imports of three
weeks, The country’s total
foreign exchange reserves
during the week were
F11 =I-E'n including 55 8bn
of commercial banks INP

JU

ing marnage’ The session was atténded by semor offi-
cials from different departments of the Government of
Sindh such as, Population Welfare, Health, RMNCH
Program, LHW Program, PPHI as well as by semor
representatives
NGOsINGOs such as WHO, UNFPA, BMGF, FPAP,
Greenstar, Hands, and the like The participants are
Dr.Taj Mohammed, DrSarmad khan, Abdul sattar
Shahwani ,Dr.Saima Bugti PR

from different donors and

Junaid Safdar says he
won’t be participating in any
political activities

LAHORE: Ousted premier MNawaz
Sharif's prandson Junaid Safdar, while
confirming that he had moved to
Pakistan, insisted on Fnday that he
won't be participating in any political
activities

In an Instagram post today, he sad
that he has moved to Pakistan purely to
be of service to his parents, family and
community,”

“I will nol be participating in any
political activity, nor have T any interest
i pohitics for now,” Junaid said, adding
that he was loving the winters in Lahore
and had missed them.

His clarification comes after several
reports said Junaid would be helping his
mother and PML-N  Senior Vice

President Maryam Nawaz in the upcom-
ing general elections.

T2ty

A delegation of SK

Junaid has primarily remained out of
the spotlight. Last year, he was in the
headlines last year for his extravagant
wedding event in Pakistan

Maryam and her father have left for a
week-long tnp to Geneva. The wvisit
coincides with Pnme Minister Shehbaz
Shanf’s attendance at the UN-led
donors conference, where the premier
will appeal to the international commu-
nity for assistance for post-flood reha-
bilstation Earlier, Information Minister
Marriyuim  Aurangzeb  said Maryam
would be retuming 1o Pakistan in the
third week of January.”1 will not be par-
ticipating in any political activity, nor
have | any interest in politics for now,”
Junaid said, adding that he was loving
the winters in Lﬂl’lfcrre and had miss
them INP
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Hydro led by CEO, Mr. He Xiongfei called on Prime
Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif in Islamabad.

Sedition case;
court to indict Gill
on Jan 20

ISLAMABAD: A district and sessions
court in Islamabad fixed January 20 for
the indictment of Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (FTI) leader and former SAPM, Dr
Shahbaz Gill in a sedition case )

As per details, prosecutos Raja
Rizwan Abbasi and Shahbaz Gill's
lawver Burhan Moazzam presented
before the distnet and sessions court
Gill’s lawyer told the court that his chent
15 oulside the court in the ambulance. He
cannot come to court as he is wearing an
oxygen mask. He said that despite his
health problem his arrest warrants have
heen issued

Furthermore, the court ordered all the
respondents to make sure of their pres-
ence at the next hearing and fixed
January 20 for the indictment of PTI
leader Shahbaz Gill

Earlier, Balochistan Police summoned
Pakistan Tehregk-e-Insaf (PTI) leader
Shahbaz Gill in connection with a sedi-

on case remistered against im in Qila
Abdullah. The Balochistan police added
that Gill has been summoned and he
agreed to cooperate with the police,

It is pertinent to mention here that a
case was registered against Gall at the
Kohsar police station, Islamabad. He
was accused of creating a divide in the
state institution,

As  per details, prosecutor Raja
Rizwan Abbasi and Shahbaz (nll's
lawyer Burhan Moazzam presented
before the district and sessions court.
Gill's lawyer told the court that his client
15 outside the court in the ambulance. He
cannol come 1o court as he 18 wearnng an
oxyzen mask. He said that despite his
health problem his arrest warrants have
been 1ssued Furthermore, the court
ordered all the respondents to make sure
of thetr presence al the next heaning and
fixed January 20 for the indictment of
PTI leader Shahbaz Gill INP

Sindh Cabinet approves
reservation of seats for
transgenders in local councils

KARACHI: Provincial cabinet Sindh
has fixed Rs.302 per 40kg of Sugarcane
as the mimimum price for crop 2022-
2023 and approved reservation of seats
for transgenders in the local councils,

The Cabinet also 12} roved the pur-
chase of additional buses for the
People Bus Service run in Karachi,

Meeting of the provincial cabinet was
held at the CM House while the Chief
Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah in the
chair : ; y

All the provincial ministers, advisors,
special assistants, Chief Secretary
Sohail Rajput, Chairman P&D Hassan
Nagvi, ng‘hjl Fayaz Jatoi, and other
concerned officers attended the meeting

Advisor to CM on  Agriculture
Manzoor Wassan told the cabinet that he
has held a number of meetings with all
the stakeholders, including growers and
millers to develop a consensus for the
fixation of new sugarcane prices. The
stakeholders had their own points of
view. The cabinet approved the fixation
of the mimmum price of sugarcane al

Rs302 per 40 kg and also fixed the qual-
ity premium rtate at RsD.50 (50 alsa;
per 40 kg as approved by the federa
government in 1985-949.

The provincial cabinet believing in
the podicy of equal rights for every seg-
ment of society has approved reserved
seats For ransgenders in the local coun-
cils

At the request of the Loeal
Government Minister Syed Nasir Shah,
the provincial cabinet discussed the allo-
cition of reserved seats for the local
council for six categores It include
wormen, youth (at least one seat), labor
or farmer one seat, non-Mushm mem-
bers one seat, persons with disabilities
one seat, and transgender persons one
seat.

The provincial cabinet on the request
of Transport Minister Sharjeel Inam
Memon approved an amount of Rsl.7
billion for the purchase of 40 more 12-
meter hybrid buses for the already oper-
ational " Peoples Bus Service in the
city. INP




