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Gawadar to play significant
role in development of

Balochistan: Farah

EC rejects Sindh govt
plea, LB polls will be
held on Jan 15

Gwadar police ar

Haq Do Tehrik chief Maulana

Behram Baloch

Gwadar police arrested
Gwadar Hag Do Chaef,
Maulana (f-lidawt ur
Rehman on Friday. The
Maulana reached Gwadar’s
local court to seek pre-arrest
bail when police arrested
him. “I am not frightened of
arrest and police”, the
Maulana told reporters on
the premises of the court.

Police had registered the
first information  report
(FIR) against Maulana
Hidayat ur Rehman, former
Balochistan caretaker min-
ister, Maveed Kalmati lor
causing damages to public
and private properties dur-
ing a profest demonsiration
in Gwadar a few days back
The charge was vehemently
denied by Maulana and his
supporiers

Who is
Maulana

Amid tight security and
m the presence of senior
police officers, police
arrested  the  Gwadar
Rights Mavement (GRM}
Chief, Maulana Hidayat ur
Rehman. The supporters of
Maulana also chanted slo-
gans after the arrest out-
side the local court. The
GRM has been protestin
:}gal_nst_ " illega
ishing/trawling in the port
city of Gwadar for last
more than two months.

Violent clashes have

Hidayat ur Rehman

pe

also taken a place iIn
Gwadar and other parts of
the district during GRM’s
protest dt:_]n{:-n:itramms. A
i'ﬂu"&’l oliceman was also

illed during a clash with
protesters in the Gwadar
district, Other leaders of
the Hagq Do Tehrik includ-
ing Hussain Wadela and
others have been shifted 1o
Quetta by police.

Lawyers
announce a
boycott of
courts against
the arrest of
Maulana

_The Balochistan Bar
Council (BBC) announced
the boycott of courts en

Saturday  (January | 4%
against the arrest o
Maulana Hidayat ur

Rehman from the premises
of the court. “Police had to
arrest the Maulana outside
the court”, Rahib Buledi,
the leader of the BBC told
Daily Quetta Voice via tele-
phone. He said the police
violated the sanctity of the
court and arrested the
Maulana from the premises
of the court.

GPA announces
internship
program for
new graduates

Staff Reporter
The Gwadar Port
| ~
= J-
Ay

Authority (GPAY
announced an internship
program for new gradu-
ates on Friday to pre-
pare them to serve in
the ongoing projects
underway in the port
city,

This program is part
of the Mational
Development Internship
Program, The program
will be run by the
Gwadar Port Authority
and will be a unique
experience for gradu-
ates or diploma holders
to prepare them for bet-
ter jobs and skills
required in various proj-
ects

Employment will be

Housing Complex.
Internships for new
graduates uwnder 30

years of domicile in

Balochistan can apply
for the program

The duration of the
internship program will
be one year atd ten stu-
dents will be selected
(five for each project).
It is being installed to
provide for the people
of Gwadar city. GPA
Housing Complex
Sewage Treatment Plant
for Gwadar is another
important  project  of
Gwadar The  Gwadar
Port Authonty is the
body responsible for the
construction, operation,
management and main-
tenance of the Gwadar
Deep  Water Part,
Gwadar Port is the seg-

Mr

“We will observe a bov-
cott of courts tomortow
Buledi announced. He
requested all members of
the legal fraternity not to
appear before the court.

given in twoe projects  ond great monument of
installation of  Pakistan-China friend-
MGDROD  (Reverse  ship after the
Osmosis De-Salination) Karakoram  Highway
Plant and Sewage connecting Pakistan and
Treatment Plant in GPA  China

A delegation of Abu Dhabi Chamber of Commerce

calls on Prime M

ABU DHABL: A delegation of Abu
Dhabi Chamber of Commerce called on
Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz
Shanf in Abu Dhabi |

The delegation was headed by HE
Abdullah ohamed Al Mazrouel |
Chairman of Abu Dhabi Chamber of
Commerce

Happy to meet one of
the important Chambers
of Commerce of
the UAE,PM

e e e e e s}
While tall_»:inﬁ_lm the delegation the Prime
Minister said that he was happy to meet
one of the important Chambers of
Commerce of the UAE, Abu  Dhabi
Chamber had J}!a}'ed an important role in
the economic development of the UAE, he

said. The Prime Minister noted with pleas-
ure that the Chamber also had Pakistani
members, The Prime Minister further sad
that it was matter of pride for us that one of
the Pakistani businessmen had been a
Board member of this esteemed Chamber
which was the indication of that fact
Pakistani community was playing 'er:{:lgr-
tant role in the development of the UAE.
The Prime Minister said that the vision
and wisdom of its leadership had enabled
the UAE 1o become an economic and
tourism hub within a short span of time.

Pakistan and UAE
relationsh .','P

. Pakistan_ %3% importance to its rela-
tionship with the UAE which was based
on commaon faith, shared history and peo-

We considered the

strategic and economic partner for being

ple-to-people contacts, the PM said,

1

UAE an important

- *

inist_er Selﬂl_b_az__S_harif

region and having potential for joint
socio-economic development, he said,
The Prime Minister said that he was
delighted to note that bilateral trade
between Pakistan and the UAE had
grown significantly in recent times.
There was a need to enhance Chamber
to Chamber cooperation and we would

o uroe Pakistani Chambers to reach out to

located in the neighborhood, playing an
important role in ensuring peace, stabili-
ty and economic development in the

| members of Abu Dhabi

the Abu Dhabi Chamber and develop new
linkages, the PM said,

The Prime Minister encouraged
121 ] ibi Chamber to
visit Pakistan to experience the excel-
lent opportunities of growing their
business.

The Prime Minister said that sending
skilled work force to the UAE was one
of the top priorities of his government.

The members of Abu Dhabi Chamber
of Commerce showed interests in doin
business and investing in Pakistan, IN

Fawad says Hamza
being contacted to seek names for
Punjab caretaker govt

LAHORE: Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) Vice President Fawad
Chaodhry has urged the governor to
immediately notify the dissclution
of the Punjab Assembly, adding
that the opposition leader Hamza
Shehbaz is being contacted to seek
names for the caretaker govem-
ment. )

Addressing a press conference
today, Fawad Chaudhry said that
they decided to dissolve the Pumjab
Assembly yesterday and Govemor
Baligh-ur-Rehman " will hopefully
5|1%_11 the summary.

“awad urged the governor to noi
wait for 48 hours For signing the
summary and issuing a notification
regarding the dissolution of the He
Pumab Assembly. :

"fThe Opposition Leader in the

ISLAMABAD:
Election  Commission
EC)  while rejecting
sindh governm :ntg1 €4 to
pfatg)one Local Bodies

h 1) polls  has_given
ecision to hold LB polls
1 Karachi and

Im
]l I Syderah ad on January

An emergency meetin
was held under Chie

Election Commissioner e ] 4 g such step two days before

E\CEC?_ oin_ Election bers, special seeretary, 1ng postponement of LB polls. o
‘ommission (EC)_ DG Law, DG Local gov-  January 13 LB polls in It was said by Election
The post Punjab  emment election and oth-  Sindh commission LB polls in

Assembly dissolution sit-  ers,

uation came under dis-

CLLSEI O ) meeting
The meetin was
attended by CEC, mem-

Punjab Assembly] Hamza Shehbaz
is being contacied to seek names
for the caretaker government. We
are hoping that impartial names
will come Forth to hold free and farr
elections.”

Pakhtunkhwa (KP) Chief Mimster
Mahmood Khan had scheduled to

EC rejects Sindh govt plea, LB
polls will be held on Jan 15

The participants of the
expressed
annovance over Sindh
ooVernment steps regard-

amve in Lahore today but he could
niot reach here owing to bad weath-
er. "KP CM has also prepared the
summary for the dissolution of the
provineial assembly.”

Regarding local government
{LG) polls, he said that the election
commission decided to hold timely
elections  in  Karachi  and
Hyderabad, whereas, the Islamabad
High Court (IHC) had ordered to
organise local government polls in
the federal capital,

He coticised imterior minister
Rana Sanaullah for wviolating the
high court’s orders. He added that
the Sindh High Court (SHC) also
rejected Auttahida Daumi
Movement's (MOM) plea to post-
Eum: the second phase of the Sindh

G polls. INP

gsaid that the Khyber

ing be it federal govern-
ment or provincial gov-
ernments no one wants to
hold LB palls.

The entire burden of
amendment in 1slamabad
LB rules was shifted to
election commission,

In  Sindh all the
arrangements were com-
plete Tor holding LB polls

Sindh government took

Karachi division F
Hyderabad and other dis-
tricts will take place as
per schedule. An order
will soon be issued, INP

The meeting also delib-
erated over taking stem
action against Sindh gov-
ermment

[t was said in the meet-

Gawadar to play

significant role in development
of Balochistan: Farah

QUETTA: Balochistan
covernment' s
Spokesperson Farah
Azeem Shah on Friday
said that the future of
Balochistan was linked
with  development of
Grwadar.

She said protection of
the rights of fishermen
was the responsibility of
the povernment and the
first right on Gwadar
belongs (o the [ecals here,
she added.

The spokesman of the
provincial government
said that for any econom-
ic development and
acceleration of economic

activities, the establish-
ment of law and order
and the enforcement of
rnule of law were very

o A
important

eeping in view the
requirements of the mod-
emn age, the students will

be provided opportunities
for technical education
and the students will be
helped with scholarships
for higher and quality
education, she noted
addm:F that they could
plaﬁ their role effectively
in the development of the
province.

The spokesman further
said that Chief Minister
Balochistan Mir Abdul
Quddus  Bizenjo  was
striving for the overall
development of the
province, therefore proj-
ects for collective devel-
opment were being given
prionty INP

Pakistan’s economy based on strong

footing, zero chan

ISLAMABAD:
Minister for Planning,
Development and Special
Initiatives Ahsan Igbal
has said despite economic
challenges Pakistan was
not defaulting in any
Casg

“Although we are fac-
ing economic challenges,
there is zero percent
chance of defaulting”,
Ahsan Igbal said while
talkin o British
Broadeasting Corporation

{BBC) on ursday
fight,
he minister  said

Pakistan's economy had
strong footings therefore,
it would come out of cri-
5158 VErY §DD-]'I.

Speaking about the

]
flood  damages in
Pakistan, Ahsan Igbal
said over 1700 people
were died across the
country during the torren-
tial rains and floods last
yearMote than @ million
people slipped under
poverty line while over 8
million people were fac-
ing mal-nutrition due 1o

ce of default: Ahsan

partners

support of over 310
lion to help Pakistan
recover from the dam-

the devastating
and rains,

He informed that in
the Geneva Conference
held earlier this week,
the international commu-
nity and the development

Igbal

ﬁges caused by the
oods. He said the reha-
bilitation and reconstruc-
e Process was contin-
ued in the flood hit areas
across the country, how-
ever he added that the
complete recovery would
take two to three years'
time. To a question, the
minister explained that
the government had pre-
pared a three years'
agenda for revival of the

ood affected people As
per the national recon-
struction agenda, the
government would pro-
vide 50 percent of total
expenses in the rehabili-
tation and reconstruction
process from its own
resources INP

floods
he added.

had pledged

10 bil-
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Editor Asim Khan

Unsafe Gas Cylinders
in Balochistan

Gas cylinder blasts have claimed scores of precious human lives in

Balochistan. A recent ]g
people including 31 ch

as cylinder blast in Balochistan's Kohlu injured 33
ildren. Six children critically injured as a result of

the blast have succumbed to lnﬁurics in the bum unit of Punjab’s Multan

hospital. Seven minors are still

attling for their lives at the burn ward.

Unsafe gas cylinders in Balochistan

All the vietims had suffered burn wounds when the %;as cvlinder explod-

ed with a big bang in the Bohri area of Kohlu district. childr
around a potato chips seller when the cylinder went off during

had gath

olice said children

a wedding party. A similar gas cylinder blast claimed 6 precious human
lives in Balochistan’s Pishin district.
(ias cylinder blasts order of the day in Balochistan _

Gas cylinder blasts have almost become the order of the day in
Balochistan. There seems to be no mechanism to check the quality of gas
cylinders. The sale of sub-standard Liquefied Petroleum Gas }LFGI) evlin-

ders is on the rise in the market. LPG sellers are busy illegal

y filling the

gas cyvlinders to mint money right under the nose of the authorities.

LPG decanting from one cylinder to another using an electric motor is
prohibited by law but the practice 15 continuing due to the absence of strict
monitoring by the authorities concerned. Since the residents face low gas
pressure issues, using LPG as an altermate source is the only option for
them. Mot only domestic ci/lmders are being filled, but LPG is also being

filled in vehicles through e

It can be o

erved that sho

ectric motors.

Pengsle smnkm%‘while decantm% the LPG

eepers decant LPG without taking any safe-

ty measures. People, customers, and even shopkeepers can be seen smoking

while decanting

e LPG The government is vet to take notice of such mcr

dents. The officials hard take notice. Regarding the Kohlu rni&:‘l?ed}', the inci-

dent happened on November 8 and the police registered the

R against the

accused on November 14, This reflects the interest of the concemed quar-

e

rs.
In rural Balochistan, such incidents are rampant. Although, very few inci-

dents are being reported. The Balochistan government needs to fake notice
of such incidents and form a committee comprising experts to evelve a
proper mechanism in this regard to avoid future human losses. Rulers need
to be framed and the LPG sellers must be stricily monitored to ensure
implementation of the said mechanism,

Lessons in school

akistan has
struggled to
maimtaim  any
kind of stan-
dard at both
government and private
schools across the coun-
lrz While private schools
often ¢laim to offer the
best education and leamn-
ing in English to their stu-
dents, Thei,' are not always
successful.

The kind of education
that  many children
receive is based on rote
learning and cramming —
similar to how they
would learn at most gov-
ernment schools. The
only difference is that

arents pay exorbitant
ees for their children’s
education  at  private
schools. Only high-tier
elite  schools which
charge high fees and are
accessible to only a tiny
minoenty — can claim o
offer  education  which
matches  international
standards.

According to the avail-
able sunre@s, a_majority
of Grade-5 children at
both government and pri-
vate schools are unable to
write a complete sentence
in either English or Urdu.
The conflict of the lan-
suages adds to the prob-
em. At English-medium
schools, children are
taught in English and
barely understand the
content they have been
taught. When the same
content is provided to
them in Urdu, their eyes
light up. Children who
have never been exposed
to English at their homes
and have received no spe-
cialized English mitions

reforms

al their schools begin 1o
understand the concepts,

It 15 unclear why the
country has not chosen to
follow models from other
countries where children
are first taught in their
mother tongue so0 they
can understand the con-
tent, and then in later
grades, they are taught
English as a skill they
will need for employment

opportunities, ;
In our poumn{, the situ-
ation is dismal In Punjabs,

the education authornties
have neglected Punjabi;
this has added to the
problem. Punjab is the
only province which does
not offer primary-level
education in the native
tongue of most children,
often leaving them blank
in the class, unable to
comprehend what they
are_learning. The only
option for them is to cram
what 1% put before them to
pass the exam.

Pakistan does not need
just major  education
reforms, = The = Single
Mational  Curriculum
(SNC) offered by the PTI
government  solved no
problems and, in some
way, added more to them,
further emphasizing
cramming and takin
away from a child’s intel-
fectual ability to develop
skills. This is a deeply
rooted  problem  and
should be solved if the
country is tng’mgrgss and
grow in any direction

S0, how do we go
about it? One method
would be to study the
eéxample of Vietnam, a
desperatelgﬂpnur country
in the 19905, whose per

By Kamila Hyat
capita income has now
rown  massively;  the
Aetnamese government
thinks it can grow further
if education 15 massively
reformed through the
reteaching of teachers
and other methods. Such
strategies help education
become  child-centred,
based on the capacity of
children to learn and then
acquire places in univer-
sities and gain jobs.

_In Vietnam, the empha-
sis 15 not only on STEM
(science, tcchnulugﬁ',
engineering and math)
subjects  but
development of other
skills,  These reforms
have been massive, and in
some  schools,  classes
were shut down for some
days to allow teachers to
be trained inm the new
method  required for
teaching .

The same happened in
Japan, and since the
| 905, the Japanese com-
mittee responsible for
education has recognized
that cram learning 15 not
helpful Japan adopted
an introduced  an
aﬁpmﬂth centred on
child-based learning and
the individual ability of
children at schools one by
one This initially resulted
ina steep fall in education
standards as measured
through global academic
benchmarks  But Japan
has since then caught up
and retained its policy of
training children not to
cram, mnot to depend
entirely on teachers, and
to further their skills
through their own mitia-
tives and leam through
these rules

also  on

Balochistan unending wheat crisis

Muhammad Asghar Harifal

Pakistan is an agricultural
country, having 70 % of the
population directly depend-
ent on agnculture, while the

other 16 % is indirectly
linked to it Its ple have
always been buffeted, after
every 4-5 years interval, with
the crisis of staple food, mn
particular the wheat grain.
Other than Punjab. no other
province is self-sufficient in
wheat production, thus gener-
ating total and everlasting
dependence on a single
province

Punjab has
rraditionally been
the fruit basket of the
sub-continent

Punjab has traditionally
been the major part of the
food basket of the sub-conti-
nent due to it being the land
of nivers, After the partition
of India and the consequemnt
division of Punjahb, the staple
food dependence of western
Pakistan continued to be on
Punjab.

The frequent crises, the
poot man 15 subjected to, are
despite the vast arrangements
in place in the form of public
sector  departments of
Agriculture and Food

The Agriculture
Department, with heavy
resources at its disposal, has
fallen short to contribute in
mitigating the crisis by giv-
imng incentives to farmers to
grow wheat. The production
of wheat in Balochistan is
nearly 0.8m tons, meeting
nearly 30% of its require-
ments, Due to the sparse pop-
ulation. the Agriculture
department’s sources are suf-
ficient enough to add a mil-
hion tons of wheat grain

The Food department,
functioning as procuring and
smck—mamlammg agency.
was brought into existence n
British times when the staple
food crop was not enough to
meel the requirements of the
population.

Earlier, ration cards
were being issued as
per the number of
Jfamily members

Initially, wheat and sugar
were stored in department
stores. In addition to storage.
a ratioming arrangement was
put in place. Under ratiomng,
the ration cards were issued
according to the number of
family members and through
that ration, dealers would
issue the allocated guota It
continued until the late sev-
enties when bumper crops
were produced with the intro-
duction of machinery replac-
ing the age-old farming
means.

The Food department at the
provincial level continued

with seasonal procurements
of wheat under state trading.
In other words, the public
exchequer was allowed to be
used by the Food department
to indolge m trade and to
store a strategic reserve of 3
months to be utihized i any
eventuality. When the blight
of stagnancy overtook the
public mstitutions, the state
trading couldn’t evade it,
rather it suffered the most
The wheat trade under the
aegis of the Food department
turned into a lucrative source
of income for a minuscule
coterie consisting of a few
individuals. To be more spe-
cific, they were those con-
trolling the department at the
top, using as tools, the public
officials who stand in low
pay-scale hierarchy thus get-
ting petty salaries but taking
care of hundreds of millions
of rupees stock and the wheat
grinding facilities owners.

The department is tar-
mshed to an extent that pro-
curement is considered as a
dark motive

The state trading got char-
acterized by consistent loss-
es, multiple subsidies (at pur-
chase and selling stages),
influential  interest groups
{again a few), convoluted
procurement and sale, stock
spoilage, and a series of
unendmg MQuiries sans con-
clusion. The department 1s
tarnished to the extent that
procurement(its sole purpose
of QHISIEHC'&} case mitation 1s
considered as the dark motive
of the head office of the
department, It goes to the
credit of influential parlia-
mentarians of the wheat-pro-
ducing areas using their
pelitical clout to make it hap-
pen. irtespective of the opin-
ion of the department offi-
cials, as they stand irrelevant,
At the next stage, the nrele-
vant officials have no say to
select poor farmers for whom
the sur)sid.:,- from the public
exchequer 15 made.

The first right over the sub-
sidy turns out to be of those
who made the procurement
take place. As all public insti-
tutions are to serve the
already served class, the poor
farmer toil as vusual without

knowing about the subsidy in
his name. It not only deprives
the poor farmer of his due
right Los, but he also loses
interest to cultivate wheat for
his co-citizens, One twist in
the system lead to another;
the weak officials with no
option but to pick what
awaits them and pile stock n
departmenl slores.  matn-
tamed with public exchequer,
ending up into unsaleable
stock. Here unending saga of
woes begins: either to scale
down the purchase price to
make it compatible with a
marker or be ready for a dare-
devil functionary who will
sell the stock and throw the
job along with trickling
wages to the wind, Thus, a
purpose for the processes of
‘put up’, 15 engendered (the
buzeword of every public
office)

It takes three
months to
place funds to
purchase wheat

The procurement of
wheat got so maligned that
cach case of procurement,
when initiated by the
department, took more than
three months to place the
fund at the disposal of the
department for the purchase
of the stock. The hesitation
at different stages, causing
the delay, is not enough to
prevent it, only the process-
es are put off, causing
embarrassment only for
battered department staff,

Inguiries against the staff
and high officials galore
but only to punish the indi-
viduals against whom the
allegations are leveled,

The causes of misman-
agement, engendering
heavy embezzlements, go
by unatiended. The element
of punishment is predomi-
nant to the extent that in
one of the inguiries probing
the causes o't] delay of pro-
curement, the inguiry offi-
cer sought the help of the
Food Account Manual,
which deals with accounts
of the stock, that was not

which
dealt with the post-procure-

there. The manual

ment was used to track the
travel and stay of file as if
Food Account Manual also
worked as GPS. It is the

unl{_ written document
1mg

dea with stock and is
quoted to Wi:lﬂf:‘l-'(.".l' wants to
make a display of his

knowledge about the food
de_Fnrtmem.

his whole edifice is cre-
ated to keep a strategic
Teserve to meet emer ency
requirements in case of nat-
ural calamity or war, stabi-
lize the staple food market
and fulfill the food require-
ments of citizens.
Unfortunately, none of the
above needs are met by the
stock procured by the food
department, involving pre-
cious scarce resources and
elaboraie arrangements in
the form of a public depart-
ment with millions of run-
ning expenditures,

Each vear, a target of
0. lm ton is set for procure-
ment from all over the
province but it is uniformly
made from the Naseerabad
division and vicinity, Never
has the ﬁrucuremem target
been achieved except for
very few procurements, The
Pl’ﬂ\.’l]’lc{.‘ nzquznzmcnt 15
nearly 1.6 million tons,
while the targeted procure-
ment, even 'ttg made, gets to
6.25%, An average of 2 to
3% is stored and thai too
when the stock is available
to be procured. The quoted
quantum of stock meets
none of the above-stated
purposes of the raison d’e-
tre of the food depariment.
Our emergency prepared-
ness became evid‘?:nl when
in Feb 2019 the war-like
situation developed with
India in the aftermath of
airstrikes in Balakot. In the
civil administration meet-
ing called for the prepara-
tion for the eventuality of
war, the Balochistan Food
department reported nil
stock.

The Writer is Ex
Secretary Food
Department

An anatomy of paralysis

Pakistan’s politics has
assumed the form of a
circular maovement
which keeps coming
back to the starting point
after exhausting all pos-
sible forms of abuse and
invective. There is noth-
mg new either by way of
substance of conversa-
tion or means to break
the wvicious _Iuigjam that
the country 1s locked in.
[t appears this has
become the favourile
battling turf for the rul-
mﬁ elite, and this 1s
where they feel they can
continue indulging in
their sordid shenanigans.

A few dar}js ago, |

spoke to a friend who,
till recently, was bub-
bling with confidence
and optimism at the
Emspeuts that Pakistan
ad managed to gener-
ate. | was taken aback
not only by an absence
of that spirit now, but the
premonition of darkness
that he said the country
is engulfed in. Let me
assure you that he is not
an exception. He reflects
the general perception
that has developed in the
last few months with
Pakistan suffering a
sequence of sethacks and
abject humiliation, both
in the domestic and
international arenas,

Worse stll, there does
not appear_to be an easy
way out of the quagmire
it appears to_continue
sinking 1nto, The ques-
tion that, at times, haunts
is whether there is any-
one really interested in
helping the country out
with “some effective
remedies?

Politics has  been
reduced to a competifion
for fabricating ever more

convincing lies to cloud
the reality. The economy
i5 sinking with inflation
having made it impossi-
ble for an average citizen
to survive. The state
assets are being leased
out for paliry refief
Eve:rythmF 15 being sold,
most deplorably human
CONSCISNCE, :

By many objective
caleulations, we have
already suffered a tech-
nical default. The institu-
tions have collapsed.
Terror is raising its mon-
strous head The justice
:.t)'stm has plunged into
deep slumber. The ECP
is practising the art of
how to keep posiponing
elections and how not to
respond  to  genuine

ueries and questions,

rime and corrupton
have penetrated society
deeply. The morality
fabnic lies in tatters. It 15
a perpetual and brutal
battle for survival which
constantly trespasses the
boundary that separates
the nght from wrong.
The two extremes have
coalesced to become the
prognosts for surviving a
state of hulﬁge:r and dep-
rivation, But nobody
seems to care. As T 8§
Eliot wrote: “The dnf—
ping blood our on
drink/ The bloody flesh
our only food! In spite of
which we like to think/
That we are sound, sub-
stantial flesh and blood”

_Even more aptly, the

situation is like what is

ortraved in Mirza

halib: “The cities are
being sold. The state is
being bartered. Ewvery
assel 15 up for grabs.
Who are these rulers
who have turned the
country into a retail out-

let?” ;

There are others like
me who see hope deplet-
ing with every passing
day. but don't want to
surrender  before  the
descending dark. In an
environment of rampag-
ing loot and plunder; the
painful struggle to main-
tain a semblance of sani-
tv and keep your oph-
mism alive Is an agonis-
mgi struggle.

‘here are some who
keep coming up with
suggestions to move for-
ward,  Despite  some
credible proposals, they
seemd_m bﬁ at ab!u_ss
regarding where to bepin
from W%o 1akes the ini-
tiative and what would
be its form and sub-
stance? Who throws ina
spark to spread the glow
and how do we help this
catch on and transform
the beliefs and attitudes
of a whole nation? Most
importantly, is there a
way to reform those who
have the reins of power
in their hands and who
are primaniy responsible
for the current state of
|[:u:r|ury and humiliation?
f reform is not an
aption, what is the best
way to induct a leader-
ship that is equipped
with the ability to pursue
a rational  thought
process and an inclusive
approach? :

hese and more dis-
wrbing questions come
to mind which have no
ready answers. But the
country  cannot  be
allowed 1o continue rot-
ting. It should become
functional. It should be
lifted to health. It should
break the chains of cap-
tivity that it is cummently
shackled in. It should be

Bureaucratic varsities

By Dr Faizan Nagvi

free to breathe afresh,
casting a ray of genuine
hope for its impover-
ished millions who have
hived waiting for better
days, only to be plu::jged
deeper into desponden-
oy, They should be sal-
vaged.

here are proposals
for forging a grand com-
promise  among  the
stakeholders. It may
have some merit, but the
country 15 totlering  on
the brink simply because
of the doings of the ve
same corrupt elite whic
continues to have rele-
vance in managing the
affairs of the state. If one
were to sil across the
table for a dialogue with
these forces, you can at
best have a compromise
that would be embedded
with controversial poli-
cies they have been the
authors “of during their
tenures in power, and
they would not agree to
reverse what has brought
them boundless boun-
ties. Will there be any
merit in pursuing such a
patently  self-inflicting
exercise?

Let me stress that such
a compromise will be
untenable because a
compromise with cor-
ruption will breed more
corruption, with crime
more crime and with
thuggery more thuggery.
(On the other hand, a
strugple 1o cleanse both
system and society of the
allments they have con-
tracted over time can be
daunting, )

Drespite counter views,
| believe that, in the his-
tory of nations, there
comes a time when, for
the sake of the state and
its people, it becomes

essential to launch a
struggle in earnest. For
Pakistan, that time is
now, [t does not brook a
compromise with those
who have pushed it to
the verge and who will
nol agree to cede their
chances of squeezing the
state coffers further, For
them, governance is all
about making money
which is what they have
done in the past as is
amply demonsirated by
the palatial empires they
have raised in many
countries of the world by
impovenshing their own
and for which they
believe they are not
answerable before any
]r.:gigll entity. j

he tragedy is that,
through a combination of
Machiavellian  strata-
gems, they have been
able to secare the hold of
the country again, thus
strengthemng the per-
ception _ that justice
remains, by far, the most
purchasable commodity
which these crooks and
criminals always have on
their side. One also won-
ders about the compul-
sions that some faced to
become complicit in the
ramp ngg erime world
of this ruling elite whom
;hei have again housed
in the echelons of power
_ Pakistan stares haunt-
ingly at the prospect of
being paralyzed, leaving
it with a choice that 15
neither easy to make, nor
forfeit. The brutal log-
jam must be broken
quickly - through
launching a genuine
strugele by upholding
core values o gover-
nance, not compromis-
:|r%g them. It is that time
of reckoning

ublic-

P Sector uni-
yversities

are the only

hope of

those from the middle
class for a better future
m Pakistan. However,
across Palistan, varsi-
ties are facing finan-

cial cuts and their
autonomy 15 conlinu-
ousl mmpeded by
pre at{:ry govern-
ments.

University of
Karachi, one the

biggest and oldest var-
sihes, 15 worst affect-
ed. Catering to 40,000
students and more than
50  disciplines  this
once-topnotch  univer-
sity 15 dgxoing through a
brain drain. Unending
delays in the process
of hinng and promot-
g faculty members
take six to eight years
to complete while
other umiversities in
Sindh take between six
months and a year to
do the same.

Underfunding, lack
of accountability and
disrezard of standards
allow bureaucratic
delays, frustrating KU
faculty that now stands
at the bnink of disor-
der. Faculty with over
25 years of service are
retiring  as  assistant
professors.

Attempls were made
to reform oovernance
and the Sindh
Universities
Amendment 2018 sim-
plified the process of
recruitment but

Karachi University
continues without poli-
cy reforms Over 400
faculty members
apphied for the next
cadre in 2019, scores
have retired and hun-
dreds will superannu-
ate n next five years
but are demed the right
to present their case to
the Selection Board.
Recently Dr Zafar
lgbal of Environmental
Sciences retired after
25 years of service as
assistant professor
despite a court order to
hold his Board,
Similarly, Dr Ameer
Ahsan of Pharmacy 1s

to retire in October
after serving Bagai,
Ziauddin  and lastly
Karachi  Umiversity

while waiting for a
Board.

Universities
need to follow the
University Act  that
requires three experts
with eight board mem-
bers to select a suitable
candidate, Instead
Karachi  University
allows deans. chairper-
sons, foreign expert
reports and Sﬂﬂt‘ﬁlﬂt‘}f
boards and umiversities
te further the red-tape
mn the process.

The University of
Karachi needs an over-
haul of the existing
bureaucratic mindset
and to get rid of the
assumption that red-
tape 15 a substitute for
standardis.
Diseriminalion against
varsities and within a
varsity must end by

only

following same proce-
dures of Tliring.

As reported in this
paper recently, KU
faculty members have
extended their protest
from demonstrations to
a hunger strike onto
death. This escalation
not only highlights the
zense of frustration
amongst  the Ffaculty
but also shows the bla-
tant disregard for fac-
ulty by the KU admin-
istration and the Sindh
government, The
protesting faculty say
this 15 the time for pol-
iy reforms that abol-
ish the hindrances and
speed up the already
delayed processes.

Varsities should be a
benchmark for aca-
demic standards, hubs
of knowledge, and are-
nas for debate and dis-
agreement with a sense
that changing the
world 15 possible.
Instead, the varsity
bureaucracy has aban-
doned research and
replaced 1t with a busi-
Te55 SEM5e where
research culture 1s
shamelessly suUp-
pressed and denied
official support and the
only function of the
administration s to
ensure salaries

When teachers turn
to hunger strikes to
press for their
demands, society at
large must acknowl-
edge its disbelief at the
state of affairs of what
should have been a
centre of excellence
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SC orders AGP to
complete audit of STBB,
file report in court

ISLAMABAD
Supreme Court (SC) has
ordered Auditor General
of Pakistan (AGP) to
complete audit of Sindh
Text  Book. Board
(STBB) and file report
in the court

The SC gave these
arders during the hear-
ing of a petition against
Sindh  High ourt
(SHC) decision regard-
ing forensic aodit of
STBB. .

The case came up for
heaning before a two
members bench of SC
presided over by the

Chief Justice = of
Pakistan (CIP) Friday.

The CIP remarked the
higgest weakness of our
country is that no one
places” focus on educa-
ton, Sindh province i35
famous for whost
schools. Tell us whao
audits STBB.

Justice Avesha Malik
remarked Rs 230 bil-
lion budget was provid-
ed to STBB." SHC
ordered its audit be got
conducted,  The audil
has not been got con-
ducted despite  court
orders. The counsel for

STBE told the court we
have no objection over
audit. The objection is
over appointing addi-
tional registrar as super-
visor and immediate
audit. SHC issued ille-
al order. AGPR con-
ucts audit of STRB. 1If
court orders we will
present audit of last 20
years. The court while
ordering auditor general
to complete audit of
STBB and file the
report in the respective
court ﬂdiJ ourned  the
heanng of the case for
indefinite period. Online

Financial support from
Geneva conference will be
spent on rehabilitation of
flood affectees: FO

ISLAMABAD
Foreign Office  (FO)
Spokesperson Mumtaz
Zahra Baloch has sad the
support  from Geneva
conference will be spent
to deal with climate
changes and rehabilita-
tion of flood affectees.

She said this dunng

weekly press  briefing
here Fniday,

She held Prime
Minister Mohammad

Shehbaz Shanf arrived in
Abu Dhabi yesterday for
a two-day wisit at the
invitation of the President
of the United Arab
Emirates Hisz Highness
Sheikh Mohamed bin
Zaged Al Nahvan.

he observed Prime
Minister has held meet-
ings with the President of
the. UAE Sheikh
Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan  and ~ Prime
Minister and Vice
President of the LAE and
Ruler of Dubai, His
Highness Sheikh
Mubkammad bin Rashid
Al Maktoum Durl%
these meetings the lead-
ers reviewed bilateral ties
berween Pakistan and the
UAE; and agreed to fur-
ther strengthen mutually
hen&ﬁclai!:f cooperation
especially in the areas of
trade, investment and
efergy

She underlined the two
sides a]s_trl:cd o deepen
bilateral investment
cooperation.  stimulate
partnerships and enable
imvestment  integration
opportunities. Today, the
Prime Minister is meetin
Emirati entrepreneurs an
investors  to  explore
opportunities to enhance
trade and investment, He
returns home later today.

She stated
International Conference
on Resilient Pakistan was

held in Geneva on %th
January 2023 and co-
hosted by the
Government of Pakistan
and the United Mations.

The International
Conference on Climate
Resilient Pakistan
brought together the
intemational ~community
to reaffirm solidarity with
the flood affected people
of Pakistan There was
high-level representation
from a lfarge number of
countries and prominent
international  financial
and development instifu-
tions, We are particularly
grateful for the UN
Secretary-General’'s pres-
ence at the Conference, as
the co-host, and becom-
ing the voice of the flood
affected  people  of
Pakistan, she observed

At the conference, the

i

HYDERABAD: PTI leader Asad Umar addressing party workers

Election campaign at Latifabad.

Govt, opp start
consultation on

name of care taker
CM Punjab

ISLAMABAD:
Government and opposi-
tion has started consulta-
tions on who will be the
care taker Chief Minister
(CM) in Punjab follow-
ing  the dissolution of
Pu_Hah Assembly (PA)

e constriutional
process of nomination of
care taker CM will be
completed within 8 days.

The role of governor,
speaker PA and Election
Commission has become
vital

PTI and PML-N have
started considering the
name for care taker CM.

According to legal and
constitutional _ experts
Pervez Elahi will contin-
ue to work as CM till the

appointment of care taker
il

The articles 112, 22
and 224 A of the constitu-
tion have become func-
tional.

Ciovernor Pumab
Balighur Rehman will
dissclve assembly under
article 112 of the consti-
tution, i

PA will stand dissolved
within 48 hours on its
own if CM does not com-
ply with CM advice.

Article 224 of the con-
stitution will come into
operation  after  the
issuance of notification
by governor :

_ The legal and constitu-
tional experts have said
ZOVernor Punjab

Government of Pakistan
presented its vision, plans
and prionties for the post-
flood recovery, rehabilita-
tion and reconstruction in
the form of the Resilient
Recovery, Rehabilitation,
And Reconstruction
Framework  Pakistan
FiRF}. Delegations reaf-
firmed their support for
immediate relief efforts
and extended their finan-
cial support for resilient

recovery, rehabilitation
and reconstruction
efforts

The conference identi-
fied the principles and
action plan for Pakistan’s
resilient recovery, reha-
bilitation and reconstruc-
tion. Bilateral and multi-
lateral partmers commit-
ted fnancial support of
over LIS 9.5 I:I'LFIJ ion for
realization of the objec-
tives and priority areas
outlined in 4RF, A num-
ber of delegations made
further = announcements
for in-kind support. We
are grateful to all our
partners for the generous

eldges they made at the
“onference, she under-
scored. Condemning the
terrorist act  in  the
strongest possible terms,
the "Foreipgn Minister
underscored that terror-
ism posed a common
threat 1o both TNP

Balighur Rehman_ will
appoint care taker CM in
consultation with CM
Punjab and opposition
leader. He will write a
letter to both im this
regard, The two will send
their candidales name to
governor, If CM  and
opposition leader don’™t
agree on the name of care
taker CM in three days
then the matter will go to
speaker of PA

PA speaker will consti-
tule & b-member commit-
lee comprising 3 mem-
bers each from the gov-
emment and speaker. CM
and opposition  leader
will send two names each
to this committee on their
part. INP

ference.

QUETTA: Provincial Information Minister

'-..\_.f'
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Mitha Khan addressing a pres con-

Sindh govt again
postpones LG polls in
Karachi, Hyderabad, Dadu

KARACHIE: The Sindh gov-
emment has withdrawn notifica-
tion to hold the local govem-
ment elections on the basis of
existing delimitations, announc-
ing postponement of the polls in
Karachi, Hyderabad and Dadu
Lﬁhcdu]cd to be held on January

The provincial government
has decided to amend the Sindh
Local Government Act. It will
write a letter to the Election
Commission of Pakistan under
Clause 10 of the Sindh Local
CGiovernment Act with which the
local government elections will
be postponed,

n a hwrmriedly called press
conference in Karachi in the wee
hours of Friday, Sindh
Information Minister Sharjeel
Memon announced that the

Sindh government would not
hold the LG polls in Karachi and
Hyderabad scheduled for Jan 15
on the basis of existing demarca-
tion of the constidencies as
demanded by the MOM. He
revealed that the notification of
the delimitations of Karachi and
Hyderabad constituencies was
withdrawn.

The decision was taken duning
an emergency meeting of the
Pakistan Peoples Pary headed
by its Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari and attended by Chiet
Mimster Syed Murad Ali Shah
provingial ministers, PPP district
presidents of Karachi and oth-
ers.Memon said that the meeting
discussed the local bodies’ elec-
tions in the province and held a
discussion on the reservations of
its ally MOM over the delimita-

tion issue. He said that the meet-
ing decided to accept the
demand of its coalition partner
vis-i-vis postponement of the
polls on the basis of existing
delimitations

He further informed that the
Government of Sindh wrote a
letter to the Election
Commission to postpone the LG
elections in Dadu due to flood-
water still standing there.

He said the elections in other
districts  including  Tando
Allahyar, Tando Muhammad
Khan, Badin, Thatta, Sujawal
and Jamshoro would go ahead as
planned on Jan 15 He, however,
made it clear that the provincial
%_Im'emmenl was not cowered by
the protests, rather it accepted
the demand because it wanted to
take along all its allies. INP

A delegation of Pakistan Business
Council (UAE) calls on PM

Abu Dhabi: A delegation
of  Pakistan  Business
Council { UhEJ”caHed on
Prime Minister Muhammad
(PM) Shehbaz Sharif today
in Abu Dhabi.

While talking to the dele-
gation, the Prime Minister
said that he was happy to
know that Pakistani busi-
nessmen were bringing their
own and Pakistan's name to
light in the United Arab
Emirates through their hard

would help in turning the
f'riendship%etwean Pakistan
and United Arab Emirates
into a strategic partnership.
He said that the internation-
al community made more
than expected announce-
ments at  the Geneva

Conference

The Prime  Minister
encouraged the delegation
of  Pakistan  Business
Council United Arab

Emirates to do business and

bers of the delegation to
come to Pakistan with pro-
osals for investment and
LUSINESS

The members of the dele-
gation expressed their con-
tent over the economic poli-
cies of the government and
showed their interest in
domng business and invest-
ment in Pakistan

The meeting was attended
by Federal Minister for
wand Revenus Mr. Ishag

January, 14,2023

work and experience.

Prime Minister said that his
meetings with the leader-
Arab
Emirates were successful

ship of the United

He further said that has

The

information
alternative

visit

investment in Pakistan and
said that energy, real estate,
technology,
ENErgy,
processing, tourism etc.
He also mvited the mem-

Rs 434.43m
spent on Imran
Khan’s air travel
from PM House to

Bani

Gala

ISLAMABAD: State Minister for Law and Justice

Shahadat Awan on Friday

said that Rs 434 43 million

were spent on former prime minister Imran Khan's
back-and-forth travel from the Prime Minister House to
his private residence in Bani Gala via helicopter during
his time in office from 2019 to March 2022

Replying to the question of Senator Behramand
Khan Tangi, the minister shared the breakdown of the
helicopter expenses incurred by Imran Khan

The helicopter was used

for a total of 1,579.8 I'13.-in§
00

hours in four vears with an average cost of Rs 275
per hour, the breakdown showed.
According to the detailed breakdown of ex%qnses,
Total flying hours and expenditure during flight Eer
2020

ear 2019 479 8 hours at

a cost of Re131 94m

22.0 hours at a cost of Rs143 55m INP

PAC expresses concern over
purchase of 33 vehicles
during Nawaz Sharif regime
despite cancellation of
SAARC conference

ISLAMABALD. Disclosure has been made in Pyblic
Accounts Committee (PAC) meeting that 33 vehicles
worth Rs 1,40 billion were purchased during Nawaz
Sharif previous regime despite imposition of ban by

finance ministry,

PAC commiftee met under Mushahid Hussain Syed

here Friday.

Acmrdh}g to The Foreign ministry the vehicles were
ar

purchased

SAARC summit

PAC sub committee expressed concern WI::TFEm.n: has-

ing the vehicles despite cancellation of SAA

mit.
Mushahid Hussain Syed

C sum-

said as to why the vehicles

were purchased when summit was cancelled before
October 2016, Acting foreign secretary told the com-

miltes permission for

purchasing the vehicles was

given by Prime Minister and BCC m 2016, 21 vehicles

are still in PM office

This case was referred to NAB during the former PM

Imran Khan tenure.

NAB told the committee no element of comuption
was found in this matter TNP

Iranian Cultural Consulate marks birth anniversary
of Prophet Muhammad’s daughter

Islamabad: Iranian
Cultural Consulate in
Islamabad hosted a cere-
meny to mark the birth
anniversary of Prophet
Muhammad's daughter,
Hazrat Faima Zahra SA

To mark the occasion,
the cultural consulate of
Iran in [slamabad organ-
ized special gatherings to
pay tribute to the only
daughter of Islam’s holy
prophet Mohammad,

The host of the event
Ehsan Khazaei, Cultural
Consular Embassy of the
Islamic Republic of Iran,
Islamabad, while giving a
welcome speech, con-
gratulated the audience
on the occasion of

Bir_thda& of Hazrat
Fatima Zahra (3) which
also Women's Day and
Mother's Day and paid
rreat tribute 1o Khatoon
annal 54

He further said that it is
an opportunity to take
stock of how much we
have understood the real
position of women, and
what fundamental steps
will be taken to fill this
gap in a systematic man-
net on (he occasion of
birth anniversary nexi
Vear.

He also congratulated
Imam Khomeini on the
birth anniversary of the

rreat leader of  the
slamic Revolution of
Iran

When Hazrat Imam
Khomeini (R.A) was
arrested to be exiled, the
guard said, "Where are
your soldiers™ He said,
They are drinking milk
in their mothers' laps, and
today these children have
becomne young,

Their sacrifices. espe-
cially commanders like
Oaszsem Scoleimani, were
trained in the arms of
their mothers and played
a vital role in the success
af the Islamic
Revolution

After the success of the
Islamic Revolution of
Iran, women have per-
formed outstan u&g
works in various fields
and have been pioneers in

many fields. i
The number of Iranian
women in various fields,
especially in these last
three months, protected
their veils by making
Hazrat Fatima Zahra
(PBUH) a mode] and the
image presented by the
Western media is not cor-
rect.In order to lead a
successful life, we should
follow the example of
Hazrat Fatima (PBLUH) as
she is a role model for us
The special events
were attended by women
from all walks of life and
included prayers and lec-
tures by scholars on the
life and services of
Islam’s greatest lady
Hazrat Zafira

The participants in the
ceremony described the
wife of first Shia Imam
All Ibn-e-Abi Talib, as a
role model For Muslim
women for her moral and
rr.ﬂhg:_nu_s virtues, _

eligious Scholars said
that if the wamen of the
modern  century  really
want to get their rights,
they have to take refuse
in the shadow of Istam by
a_sgcuclaum]{ them with the
life [ Prophets
Mohammad's daughter

Every  year, Shia
Muslims worldwide com-
memorate Mother's Day
on the 20th day of the
Islamic lunar month of
Jamadi al-Thani, which
marks INP

Dar, Federal Minister for
Commerce Syed WNaveed
Camar, Federal Minister for
Defence Khawaja
Muhammad Asif and gov-
ermmment officials ONLINE

TR -
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Q

UETTA: Activists of Jamat e Islami hold protest against price hike.

Several domestic
flights at Karachi
Airport are delayed

KARACHI. The schedule of
several domestic flights coming
and taking off from Karachi airport
has been changed on Friday.

The Bahawalpur-bound PIA
Flight PK 588 is delayed and it
will take off from Kardchi airport
&l 10am instead of 2.40am,

The Islamabad-bound AirSial
Flight PF123. will depart at 3pm
instead of lpm today. The
AirSial’s Lahore-bound flight took
off at 9am instead of 8am.

The PIA's flight coming from
Islamabad will reach Karachi air-
[]mr! at 12:535pm  instead of

2:25pm

The AirSial’s ﬂiﬁht coming
from Lahore will land at 1:30pm
instead of 12:30pm.

The flight coming from
Islamabad will arrive at Zpm
instead of Gpm. NP

LHC orders action
against restaurants
without parking facility

LAHORE:In a siep towards
controlling smog, the Lahore High
Court (I_ﬁCJ_ on Friday directed
the authorities to take action
against restaurants without parking
facilities. )

Punjab badly struck with such
weather conditions in recent years
in the initial days of winter in the
region, The LHC bench issued
orders while hearing a petition
seeking the court’s intervention to
curb smog Dunng today’s hear-
ing, the LHC showed reservations

about the commencement of
development projects simultane-
ously

Court observed that restaurants
working without proper parking
facilities are also fuming traffic
problems in the city and ordered to
take action against such units,
“They (restaurants) are not build-
ing parking facilities nor paying
taxes, if this behavior continues,
the restaurants will be closed ™
Later, the LHC ordered the Punjab
chief secrelag not o ransfer CTO
Lahore, Asad Aijaz Malhi for at
least six months as he has boen
assisting the court on the smog
issue [NP

Saudi-bound passenger
caught with drugs at
karachi airport

KARACHI: An outhound pas-
senger has been caught I:E. the
Airport Security Force [(ASF) at
Karachi airport while camying
drugs.

As per details, the ASF officials
foiled an attempt to smuggle ice 1o
a Saudi Arabia-bound passenger.
Rehmatullah was cauzht with
1.264-kilogram 1ce in his lugeage

The u%ia]s said the pas%ﬁnm_:r
who concealed the drugs in his
lL{ﬁEﬂgE was traveling to Jeddah.

Masood Khan seeks
enhanced economic ties b/w

Pakistan, Washington State

ISLAMABAD
Pakistan’s Ambassador to
the United States Masood
Khan has sought
enhanced economic tes
between  Pakistan  and
Washington State,

He was talking to
Governor Danny  Heck
during his visit to the cap-
ital of Washington State.

Masood Khan said
Pakistan and the United
States enjoy a unigue
equation that had with-
stood test of times

He said United States
has remained the lea:lmﬁ
development partner of
Pakistan for past 75
years. Our shared values
and objectives provide
strong underpinnings for

nerships.

existing  trade

LOrs, .
Welcoming
Ambassador

tourism and clean green
infrastructure as some of
the critical areas where
there existed huge scope
for building strong part-

Masood Khan said the
volume
between the two coun-
tries is far below the actu-
al potential and can be
enhanced with ta
approach in critical” sec-

Washinglon State, D
Heck said Pakistan 15 an

He said Washington is
the most trade driven
economy of the United
States and a stron,
|1e|'5|1.'1p
and Washington would be
instrumnental in enhancing
bilateral trade volume
mansfold

Earlier, Ambassador
Khan visited the
Microsoft Headquarters
and was received by

between Pakistan

eted

Fatima Kardar, Vice
the President, COO& Chief
to  Technical Advisor 10

Danny  CTO along with other

Pakistani-American exec-

forging robust partner-
ships in all domains and
working  together  for
regional and global peace
and SOCIO-CCOonomic
development,

TENDER NOTICE

The MINCORITIES AFFAIRS DEFARTMENT imviles bids from
aligible Bidders forsupply of following lems, TSE-222301210871
Only electronic bid will be submitied, No physical bid is required.

important ally of the utives working  in
United States and thetwo Microsoft The
countries have a long- Ambassador was
standing relationship. informed INP

-

Referring to the recent  |'8 No, Classof Object: TiFee Bid Security
f,];fe‘f.;u;“Supﬂk';‘;‘].n,fﬁf 1 Mamfaciured Vehicles & Accessories 1,000 2%
ed by the LS, especiall {Total ftem(s) Count. 1)

an additional 100 mil- | Procurements shall
lion during the recently
held International
Conference on Climate
Resilient Pakistan in
Geneva, the Ambassador
thanked US and its cifi-
zenry for always standing
beside people of Pakistan
at every hour of need,
Moting impressive
annual arowth of
Washington with GDP
exceedin $600  bin,
Masood Khan said that a
strong econamy and pres-
ence of world's leading
business conglomerates
in Washington provided
ar ideal ground for ferile
minds and booming busi-
nesses of Pakistan for

electranically from

) ; minorities affairs dapa
forging mutually benefi- ) . :
Cl;t;? economic partner- Email: 02036 Tmushis
ships.

e identified agricul-
ture, manufacturing, IT &
telecom, biotechnology,

Procurament Rules -
of Similar Mature and Complexity 10,000,000 in Previous 2. Tum
over of at laast 5,000,000 PKR in 2 Subsequent Previous Years.
Presence in Active Tax Payer List, Sales Tax Ceriificate. The bidding
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Procedure OF Procurement; Single Stage Two Envelope Bidding
Procedurs Bid Security: The bids must accompany Bld Sacurity in
the form of Bank Gurantze, Deposit ai Call of 2 % specified above in
the name of the undersigned from a schaduled bank Tender
Documents: The NIT & Bidding Document can be obtained

Documents; Complete Bidding Document can be viewed at

Last Date of bid submission: Bid can only be
submitied electronically lalest by 14 Fabruary, 2023 il 12:00 PM
fhroiagh supplier dashboard. Tender opening: All tenders will be
openad on same day at 01:00 PM on EPPS System Address:

be made under Ihe Balochistan PUBIG
2014 Eligibility of Bidders: 3 Assignments

www.bppra.gob.pk Issuance of tender

riment block no4 Phone no; 3438955825
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for

that now Pakistan is importing wheat worth $2 billion annual ]
Addressing a press conference here, he said that this time “we have to im

Country importing wheat worth $2 billion
annually: Tariq Cheema

Mational Food Securit?' and Research Tarig Bashir Cheema on Friday said

Iv, at one time, Pakistan used to export wheat.

rt 2.6 million tons of wheat from

Russia, out of which we have received 1.3 million tons. The minister said that after the decision of the review
committee, the government has decided to import 2.6 million tons of wheat this year ) ; ;
He said that the government had stored 1.8 tons of wheat in the Strategic Reserve last year, which will contain

1.5 million this vear,

The minister said that there is no shortage of wheat/flour anywhere in the country, “we have wheat in abun-
dance and the provinces have also been asked to tell how much wheat they want.” )
He said that provinees including Punjab are not releasing wheat, they are getting wheat as per requirement

Tariq Cheema said that the short

emment is ready to face all kinds of challenges. L ) ) i
He said that after the 18th amendment, agnealtural commodities including wheat are the 1ssue of provincial

BOVETTHmEents

He said that all the provinces including Khyber Pakhtunkhwa are getting «

¢ of wheat in the country and noise about prices 15 unnecessary and the wov-

puota wheat and there 15 no §hurmLi_w
e

of wheat anywhere in the country. The minister said that when provincial governments relepsed wheat from

MURREE: A view of vehicles and trees covered with snow after the snowfall in the

Bid to smuggle
200 wheat flour
bags foiled

RAWALPINDI:  The  Food
Department Rawalpindi and district
olice in an operation here on Friday
ailed a bid to smuggle wheat flour
and seized 200 bags,

According to a district administra-
tion spokesman, the authorities of the
food ‘department along with Taxila
police conducted a raid and rounded
u{? a driver namely Tshaq on recovery
of 200 wheat bags from his posses-
S0

He said the Food Department
Rawalpindi and district police on the
directives of the authorities concerned
were strictly monitoring all the exit
points of Rawalpindi district to foil
wheat and flour smuggling bids. INP

Nepra hikes
K-Electric tariff
to bring it at par
with other Discos

ISLAMABAD: The National
Electric Power Regulatory Authority
has allowed to raise the K-Electric tar-
ift from Rsl .49 to Rs4.49 in different
categories to bring it at par with elec-
tricity rates being charged by other
electricity distribution companies in
the country. ; :

In a stafement issued on Friday, the
Nepra said that the federal govern-
ment had submitted a petiion seekin
a uniformity of the electricity tariff o
the K-Electric with other Discos oper-
ating across the country .

; Mepra has allowed an increase
of Rs3 300unit in the rate of Discos
under the head of fourth guarterly
adjustment for FY2021-22, the state-
ment said,

It added that the federal government
also petitioned for same rate hike for
the K-Electric. The Ne?ra explained
that this adjustment would be charged
on units consumed in Oct-Dec 2022
and January 2023, It added that the
fuel adjustment would be charged for
four months from January-Aprl 2023
The tariff hike for K-Electric would be
in the region between Rsl1.49 and
Rs4.45 in different categories. INP

Pakistan, UAE
agree to further
strengthen
strategic
partnership in

diverse fields

DUBAL  Pakistan and the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) have agreed to
intensify consultation and  coordina-
tion to strengthen strategic partnership
and cooperation particularly in the
field of information and communica-
tion technologies. )

In a joint statement issued at the
conclusion of Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif's two day official visit to UAE
where he held a bilateral meeting with
President of UAE Sheikh Mohamed
Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, it has been
started that the two sides agreed fo
developing tangble and mcumnzi'_l'#l
bilateral cooperation in key areas. The
two sides agreed to work together for
bridging the digital divide

During talks, Pakistan and the UAE
reaffirmed their historical and brother-
ly ties, rooted in shared religion, cul-
ture, values, and porsuit of regional
and global peace and security. Both
sides expressed satisfaction at the con-
vergence of views on a host of region-
al and global issues.

_ Based on their decades-old fraternal

ties, both countries expressed solidan-
ty with each other i efforts 1o pre-
serve their sovereignty and termitorial
itegrty, A::cqrdmghfl@ the joint state-
ment, the Prime Minister and  the
President of the UAE held detailed
discussions o1 concrete measures to
strenuthen the bilateral relationship
while also exchanging views on
regional political and security matters.
They also discussed specific initiative
to enhance cooperation in political,
defense. economic, commercial and
cultural areas, developing joint ven-
tures, and strengthening collaboration
in the human resource sector.

The Prime Minister thanked
President of the UAE Sheikh
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Mahyan for
UAE's generous assistance during the
recent {Toods in Pakistan TNP

ISLAMABAD: President Dr
Arif Alvi has rejected the appeal
of a person accused of sexual
harassment at workplace and
referred the case back to the
Federal Ombudsman Secretariat
for Protection Apainst
Harassment at Workplace (FOS-
PAH) for final adjudication after
appraisal of the evidence

hile deciding on an appeal
filed by the accused, President
Alvi held that the request to once
again cross-examine the com-
plainant after the engagement of
a fresh counsel had no ground

The  president  endorsed
Ombudsperson’s _ observation
that the appeal filing by the
accused was an apparent aftempt
o prulun? the impugned case

¥

indefinite to enhance the
anguish and agony of the com-
plainant.

It was further observed that the
matter had already consumed
sufficient time in the disposal
due to the accused’s miscella-
neous applications and was tan-
tamount to starting a new round

ISLAMABAD: The people of
Indian  illegally occupied
Jammu and Kashmir (TR
have been witnessing Indian
tyranny for the last over seven

ecades.

A report released by Kashmir
Media Service, today, said that
though the Indian troops have
been responding to cries of the
Kashmiris for freedom with
bullets and bayonets yet they
have failed to subdue the people
of the occupied territory.

The report maintained that
the Kashmiris had kept the
flame of freedom alive despite
facing India's limitless atroci-
ties, adding that Modi must bear
in mind that the military might

LAHORE:Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) leader Fawad
Chaudhry warmed on Friday
that anarchy could spark in the
country if the constitutional
orders of courts are not imple-
mented.

His reaction comes as the
Smdh government announced
postponement of local body
elections in Karachi divisions,
and districts of Hyderabad and
Dadu citing reservations of
Mutahida Qaumi Movement-
Pakistan (MOM-P) on delimi-
tation and flood water.

Earlier, the federal govern-
ment ignored the court order
for holding LG Fclls in
lslamabad and now the ruling
of the Sindh High Court
(SHC) had been tossed i the
air, the former mformation
mimster said.

Referring to Sindh

1L

ABU DHABI: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sha
delegation of Abu Dhabi Chamber of Commerce.

decided to delay the polls.INP

<

city.

President rejects appeal of
accused in workplace sexual
harassment case

of litigation which prima facie
was against the spirit and scheme
of the Act 2010,

The president observed that
the complainant who had filed a
case of sexual harassment under
section B of the Protection
Against Harassment of Women at
the Workplace Act 2010 before
the mbudsperson on
27.05.2019 had vel not been
adjudicated. The accused had
filed a representation before the
President against the order of
23.09.2021 Tor seeking permis-
sion to reexamine the com-
plainant again by a fresh counsel
which was rejected

Dr Alvi in his order observed
that the complaint was filed
under the Harassment of Women
at the Workplace Act 2010 before
the Ombudsman on 27.05.2019.
The accused had earier filed a
representation before the presi-
dent against interlocutory order
dated 23.09.2021 for seeking
permission for the cross-exami-
nation of the complainant which
was rejected on 26.01.2022. INP

‘110JK people
witnessing Indian
tyranny for last over
seven decades’

has never cowed down any
nation into submission

The report said Mew Delhi
will eventually fail in its wicked
plans against Muslims in [TOJK
and urged the world community
to come to rescue the Kashmins
From Indian tyramny,

The report expressed the
confidence that the [IOJK peo-
ple’s steadfastness in their just
struggle for right to self-deter-
mination would surely bring
success and that their wvaliant
struggle against tyrant India
will remain a golden page in the
annals of history while India
would be remembered as a
tyrant for its brutal repression
in the occupied territory INP

Fawad warns of anarchy as LG
polls in Karachi, Hyderabad
delayed again

Information Minister Sharjeel
Memon’s last night press con-
ference, Mr Chaudhry said
courts were threated in the
PPP presser. He warned that
there would be anarchy if
orders of the courts were not
honoured.

On  Thursday mght, the
Sindh government announced
its decision to de]a%' local body
elections in kKarachi division,
Hyderabad and Dadu due to
MOM-P's reservations and
flood water.

Sindh  Minister for
Information Sharjeel Inam
Memon said that the cabinet
meeting was held for several
hours under the chairmanship
of Chief Minister Sindh Murad
All Shah in which the LG
polls, which are set to be held
on Jan 15, were discussed and

rif in a group

provinces, the prices of flour in the country decreased. )
He said that Pakistan Agncultural Storage and Services Corporation Ltd (PASSCO) does the procurement of
wheat and all the provinces also deal with it in terms of wheat. ) ) )
Replying to a question. he said that efforts were being made to reduce the refiance on imported food commodi-

ties, and enhance the local output of food commadities, includin

that of wheat and il seeds as edible oil imponts

swelled to $.4.5 billion dur'tn%jlast year and wheat imports to 3% billion.

He said that a strategy was

able rates.

eing devised for stabilizing flour prices to ensure the provision of flour at afford-

“The shortfall is being fulfilled by purchasing the mmmodir?_ from the open market, due to which we faced
[}

price fluctuation™, he sai

_ adding “the government has also esta
tor the lower income groups.

shed about 38 sale points to provide wheat flour

The government was also inspecting the grinding capacity of flour mills in order to operate them to their opti-
mal capacity to produce sufficient guantities of flour to meet local needs, he added. i

The minister turther said that out of the total procurements, the government was procunng about 20 to 21 per-
cent of the total wheat produced, whereas the remaining 80 percent was procured h&_;ht‘ private sector,

He said that it was needed to streamline the price difTerential to ma

Intain prcas.

Pakistan pushes for
implementation of UNSC
resolutions on Kashmir, Palestine

UNITED NATIONS: Pakistan, citing the unresolved

Kashmir and Palestine dis&ut:‘.;s, has cailled for the

implementation of United

resolutions that provide for the exercise of | ]
self-determination by the Kashmiri and Palestimian

people

Ambassador Munir Akram told the 15-member body
that the Security Council needs to actively promate the
resalution of conflicts and disputes, not simply manage
55 ignore them .

. “The Council has not been able to secure consistent
implementation of its own resolutions, such as the res-
olutions relating to Palestine or Jammu and Kashmir,”
he said in the course of a debate on “the Rule of Law

them, much less

among Nations’

_ “In these cases,” the Pakistani envoy added. “The
right to self-determination has been suppressed brutal-
ly and furean occupation has been allowed to persist

2! decades. It is essential to elaborate the
maodalities through which this pnnciple can be imple-
y and consistently in the contempo-

OVElD SEVETE

mented univer

TEJEI context” : :
oting that the international community has adopted
laws to Tegulate the use of force, especially military
force, he also pointed out that the Charter has placed
explicit restraints on the use of force, except in cases of
detence, It has laid down principles which have been a
foundation to maintain world order over the past seven
decades and prevent another world war,
The Security Council’'s resolutions
adopted under Chapter V1 {pacific settlement of dis-

Arshad
Sharif
murder:
Special JIT

to leave for
UAE Today

ISLAMABAD  The
special Joint Investigabion
eam (JIT) formed to
probe the murder of sen-
o }lnunpalssl Arshad
Shant will leave for
United Arab Emirates
{LAE)

1OMOrTow
{ Saturday ). _
The probe team will
stay in UAE for a week to
callect details of Arshad
Shanf’s meetings and
contacts he made in his
last days
The special JIT wall
then wvisit Nairobi on
January 15 to collect evi-
dence regarding the mur-
der of the renowned jour-
nalist. The team will
robe  two  brothers
hurram and Wagar, who
accompanied Shanf while
he was in KenyaThe
robe team will slai' in
AE for a week to collect
details of Arshad Sharif's
meetings and contacts he
made in his last days.
The special JIT wall
then wisit Nairobi on
January 15 to collect evi-
dence regarding the mur-
der of the renowned jour-
nalist, The team ~will
robe  two  brothers
hurram and Waqar, who
accompanied Sharif while
he was in KenyvalNP

Electric bus
service
launched in
Karachi

KARACHL: Sindh
Information ~and
Transport Minister
Sharjeel Inam Memon on
Friday launched

Pakistan's first electric
bus service i Karachi.
Talking to the media
after inaugurating the bus
service, Sharjeeel Memaon
sand environment-fiendly
Peoples Electric Bus serv-
ice will start from Tank
Chowk Malir Cantt to
Clock Tower
Roundabout, Sea View
Defence using Khayaban
e Ittehad,”™ he said, adding
that airport passengers
can also avail this service
Each bus will complete
a journey of 240 kilome-
tres after one-time charg-
lngi. he added.
n his Twitter message,
Memon said that Pakistan
Pg:ogle‘s Party (PPP) led
Sindh  government 15
always focused on devel-
opment, H’ngresﬁ and
prospenty INP

k=
photo with the

ations Secunlﬁ (;‘_nélmcil
e right to

putes) or V11 (enforcement action) of the UN Charter,
are fegally binding since Member Siates are obliged,
under the Anticle 25 of the Charter, to implement the
Council’s decisions, Ambassador Akram said. _
The Secretary General should be less reticent in

exercising his authority under Article 99 of the Charter,

which gives him the role to lead the Security Council
1o act when and whete international peace and secunty
are under threat, he said.

Ambassador Mumir Akram told the 1 5-member body

that the Security Council needs to actively promote the
resolution of conflicts and disputes, not simply manage
them. much less ignore them..

“The Council has not been able to secure consistent

implementation of its own reselutions, such as the res-

community

force, exce

whether

olutions relating to Palestine or Jammu and Kashmir,”
he said in the course of a debate on “the Rule of Law
among Nations’ “In these cases.” the Pakistani envoy
added, “The right to self-determination has been sup-
pressed brutally and foreign occupation has been
allowed to persist over several decades. It is essential
to elaborate the modalities through which this principle
can be implemented universally and consistently in the
COmtempora

context. " Noting that the international

‘has adopted laws to regulate the use of
force, especially military force, ke also pointed out thag
the Charter has placed explicit restraints on the use of
in cases of defence. It has laid down prin-
ciples which have been a foundation to maintain world
order over the past seven decades and prevent another
world war INP

Nawaz phones PM,
discusses possibility of
elections in Mar-Apr

LAHORE. Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharnf held telephonic conversation with
PML-N's supremo Mawaz Sharif on
Friday and discussed nngﬂmgdpolltlc:ﬂl
situation in Punjab, sources sm

Sources further said top PML-N lead-
ers discussed a strategy 1o hold genéral
elections in March or hﬁn] this year
Nawaz Sharif asked PM Shehbaz 1o give
important  directions to the Punjab
Governor to tackle the polincal sinuation
im Punjab. )

Sources added, the premiere also con-
tacted former president and PPP co-

chairperson Asf Al Zardan and dis-
cussed in detail the political situation
after no confidence motion epsode,
The development comes a day after
the Chief Minister Chaudhry

Parvez

KARACHI : Sharjin Inam Memon talking to media afier inaugurating bus

service.

Elahi had signed a summary for dissolu-
ton of Punjab Assembly day after he
obtained vote of confidence from
Punjab Assembly amid ruckus and
opposition’s boveott following weeks of
political turbulence in the province,

The decision to dissolve the assembly
had been taken 1n a meeting between the
chief minister and PTI Chairman Imran
Khan held at Zaman Park, where senior
party leaders were also present

SpeaklrgF to the media on Thursday,
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI} leader
and former federal mimister Fawad
Chaudhry said that the Punjab CM has
signed  the summary asking  the
Giovernor to dissolve provincial assem-
bly. The PTI leader smd that the advice
has been sent to the Punjab INP

L

Dr Mubeen Shah, Zafar
Qureshi discuss IHOJK’s

latest situation with
APHC-AJK leaders

ISLAMABAD: Senior Vice
Chairman of Diaspora Alliance and
Chief Executive Officer of Kashmir
House, Tirkiye, Dr Mubeen Shah and
Vice Chairman of Kashmir Diaspora
Alliance, Zafar Qureshi discuszed the
latest situation of Indian illegally occu-

ied Jammu and Kashmir wath the All
arties Hurrivat Conference Azad
Jammu and Kashmir (APHC-ATK)
chapter leaders in Islamabad, today.

Dr Mubeen Shah and Zafar Qureshi
on the occasion informed the Hurmyat
leaders over the activities of ihe
Kashmir Diaspora at the international
level Addressing the event, Dr Mubeen
Shah said the APHC represents the col-
lective sentiments, stm}i’ﬂcs. suffenngs
and sacrifices of the sulbjugated people
of Indian illegally occupied Jammu and
Kashmir and it has a high status among
the commaon people. He hoped that the

new office-bearers would work treless-
I¥ and sincerely for the Kashmir cause
and would take all possible steps on the
[)uhtmal and diplomatic fronts to high-
ight the Kashmiris™ struggle for their
right to  self-determination. Zafar
Cruereshi in his address said that the ugly
face of India had been exposed to the
world and added that the Kashmir free-
dom movement would be mtensified m
the international level in consultation
with the APHC APHC-AJK Convener
Mahmood Ahmad Saghar in his address
reiterated the pledoe fo continue efforts
for the Kashmir freedom movement and
to move forward with a new plan of
action, He said, “We have to make the
best use of media and social media to
highlight the atrocities and serious vio-
lations of human rights in [IOJK b

Indian troops at the internationa

level "INP

CCPO Lahore blames JIT
members for ‘damaging’
Wazirabad attack case

LAHORE: The CCPO Lahore
Ghulam Mehmood Dogar blamed the
JT  members for ‘damaging’ the

Wazirabad Attack case.

As per details, JIT head CCPO
Ghulam Mehmood Dogar submitted the
;?J;uljt against the JIT members to the

ditional chief secretary’s home and
requested to take strncl action against

e
He blamed the other members of JIT
for ruiming the case and smd that the
members of the JIT leaked the secret
information to social media and main-
stream media and damaged the case,
The JIT head Gulam Dogar said that
the two members did not carry out the
imguiry that's why the judge reprimand-
ed the JIT head on November 17.
Meanwhile, SP lhsan Ullah Chauhan
was told to investigate the main suspect
but he did not do 1t even once, he tem-
pered the investigation instead. The JIT
member said there was only one shooter

The RPO DG khan attended only two
meetings and was not interested in the
case. The CCPO Ghulam Dogar said it is
important to know that SP Mahk Tang
went with the forensic team to the spot
of the attack on December 17

Dunng the search operation, around
30 bullet shells were found in the nearby
building and SP Tanq recorded the video
of the cnme scene.

These bullet shells are a proof of the
third attacker’s presence. Surpnsingly,
dE}S&}ItE recording the video himself he
said there was only one shooter,

The JIT head Gulam Dogar said that
the two members did not carry out the
inquiry that's why the judge reprimand-
ed the JIT head on November 17.

Meanwhile, SP Thsan Ullah Chauhan
was told 1o investigate the main suspect
but he did not do 1t even once, he tem-
pered the investigation instead. The JIT
I1'i¢ile:_’[];r’E1‘ sard there was only one shoot-
erIM




