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Balochistan polio free for last 2 NenaE lewyes
years: CS Balochistan

succumbs to
injuries in Peshawar
eradication of the crippling
virus from Balochistan.

ABC Certified

court attack

Mir Salam Jﬂfgﬂ.ni

OUETTA: Chief M - 1 Monitoring Desk Peshawar High Court
; = after the attack
Secletm}_ Bﬂ]m-h-lbmn' edl{ 4 Sentor lawyer, Abdul Latif Afridi remained
Abdul Azz Ugali on :

Latif Afridi was killed in

the President Supreme
a finng incident insade the
s

Monday said the province Court Bar Association
was polio-free for the last :

two vears becanse of the
sacrifices and strugpgle of
wolio workers and masses
he C8S kicked off a seven-
day anti-polio campaign in
Balochistan. The Chief of
the Emergency Operation
Cell (EOC), Syed Zahid
Shah, and other officials
were also present on the
occasion

religious

scholars

play an
important
role: CS

Abdul Aziz Ugaili urged

The Balochistan health
department formed over
11,000 teams to make sure
the provision of polio drops
to CﬂildJ'CIl under the age of
five yvears. The provincial
sovernment has evolved a
strict security plan to pro-
vide secunty to all poho
volunteers and workers io
ensure their security during
the campaign

Progress
made in
eradicating
the crippling
Virus
i exadntang e cnpions
Rl A Tl s T

said last year two policemen
were also martyred by mis-

creants during the cam-
paign. He smd earlier even
some of the govermment
employees were refusing to
administer polio drops to

their children. Now refusals
decreased, he said

The CS stated that gov-
ernment emplovees were
1ssued show cause notices

and apprised them about the
mmportance of immuniza-
ton. He said especially the
front-line
played a key role in the

the parents to cooperate
with polio teams and make
sure to administer polio
drops to their children. He
said the media, civil socie-
ty and religious scholars
also play an important role
in  creating awareness
among the masses about
the polio virus

Syed Zahid Shah, the
coordinator of the
Emergency Operation
Center, said in a statement
that during the seven-day
anti-polio campaign, the
target of immunizing more
than 2.3 million children
up to five years of age has
been set. Around 11 thou-
sand 28 teams will partici-
pate during this campaign,
including 8 thousand 998
mobile teams, 948 fixed
sites, and 375 transit
points. During the cam-
paign, vitamun A drops
polio workers  will alse be administered
to the children.

Peshawar High Court on
Monday afternoon, Police
sources said Latf Afridi
wias seriously imjured in a
firing incident inside the
Peshawar court  Police
sources said the senior
lawyer has been rushed to
Lady Reading hospital for
medical treatment. The
senior lawyer breathed
his last on his way 1o the
hospital Police  sources
said that the attacker has
been detained by police-
men inside the court
premises. Latif Afridi
received six bullets, ini-
tial police investigation
reveals. Scores of the
members of the legal fra-
ternity  reache the

{t-if.‘Ei.-‘-.l}. a well-known
political and human rights
activist in the country
Chiefl Minister
Balochistan, Mir Quddus
Bizenjo strongly con-
demned the killing of
Latif Afridi in Peshawar
High Court In a state-
mett issued after the inci-
dent, Mr. Bizenjo said
Latif Afridi has always
struggled for the
supremacy of the consti-
tution and democracy in
the country.

He expressed condo-
lences with the broken
family members and
prayved that may Allah
rest the departed soul in
peace
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First nationwide
anti-polio
drive begins

ISLAMABAD: The -distncts of Khyber
first national immuniza-  Pakhtunkhwa. He said
tion campatgn of the the country 1s quite
vear begins across the close to elimination of
country on Monday, to polio virus.
vacecinate children under Coordinator of  the
five vears of age against National  Emergency

the erippling disease of Operation Centre Dr

polic.

According to official
sources, over 100,000
trained and dedicated
“Sehat muhafiz” are
taking part in the vacei-
nation drive to inoculate
the targeted children at
their doorstep,

On  this occasion,
Minister for Mational
Health Services Abdul
Qadir  Patel  said
Pakistan has made great
sirides in_ the Tight

ainst polio, reducing
the virus circulation to
only one small part of
the country in Southern

Shahzad Baig said high-
nsk districts will be top
priority duning the anti-
olio ~ campaign.  In
unjab, a five-day anti-
polio campaign begzan in
all districts 1oday, like
other parts of the coun-
try, The health authori-
ties have set a target of
vaccingahng more than
22 million children up
ta the age of five years.
A total of 84,500 mobile
teams, comprising of
two lac polio workers
are in the field. The
drive will continue nll
20th of this month INP

Shahid Afridi
sports complex
establishes in Quetta

Sports Desk
QUETTA:

Chief

Minister Balochistan Mir
Abdul Quddoos Bizenjo

and Shald Afndi lad the
foundation stone ol Lhe
Shahid Afndi Sports com-
plex al Sarvab road Quetta
on Monday.  The Cricket
Academy established at
Sarvab Sportz Complex isa
joimt effont of the Gover
nment of Balochistan and
the Shahid Afridi Found
ation, Provincial Mimslers.
Members of the Assembly,
and the Chief Secretary of
Balochistan also panicipai-
gd in the ceremony 1 wel-
come Shahid Afridi on his
arrival here” the Chief
Minister stated. Today 15 a
big day that we are provid-

ing a platform o the youth
af the province to show
their skills, Mr Bizenjo
added At the oceasion of
the opening ceremomv of

the sports complex, the CM
Balochiztan said, “there is
no dearth of talent amaong
the vouth of Balochistan™,
The vouth of the province
15 more fond of the game of
cricket, the OM added

M. Bizenjo determingd
that the provincial govem-
ment will fully cooperate
with the Shahid Afridi
Foundation (o make the
cricket academy functional
in three months, “Shahid
Afridi Foundation™s inter-
eslin promoting the game
af cTiL‘lI\'i.:l in the provinge is
welcome™ Chiel Mimster
lamented

Staff Reporter

OUETTA:  Director-
Cieneral Fisheries
Balochistan,  Saifullah
Khetran on Monday said
the department seized
four 1llegal = fishin

trawlers in Pasni tehsil
Gwadar The Fisheries
department has launched
a crackdown against the
elements involved in ille-
gal fishing and trawling
in Gwadar and adjoining
arcas

. “Cases have been reg-
istered . against  the
accused”, Mr Khetran
informed. He said the
department  has  also
arrested the accused oper-

ating the illegal fishing Th pabin. A The

fishermen should also

trawlers in Gwadar cooperate with the fish-
Action  againsl '”'i'ﬁ*a] eries department so that
trawhng and fishing has  sirict actions are taken
been one of the main against  the trawler
demands of the Gwadar mafia.  The fisheries

Terik. department 15 alwavs

Fisheries department ready against illegal
seized  four  illegal  trawders, the DG of
trawlers . in  Gwadar:  Fisheries vowed. The

Photo provided by fish-

1 steps  taken by the
eres department  provincial government
Balochistan are commendable and

decisions  have been

Masses and
Sfishermen should
cooperate with the

department:

Khetran Says

taken in favor of the
fishermen. The fish
which had _disalp eared
in the marine lite has
started to appear again
because of the steps
taken by the fisheries
department, he asseried

Maulana
Hidayat ur
Rehman critical
of Balochistan
government

R

Maulana Hidavar ur
Rehman, the Chief of the
Grwadar Righls
Movement (GRM) and
other activists have been
protesting agamst the ille-
gal fishing and trawling
in the port city of
Gwadar,  Police " have
arrested the Maulana and
a number of agtivists of
the GRM for what police
claim caused damages to
public and private proper-

Four illegal fishing
trawlers seized in Pasni
Gwadar: DG Fisheries

ties in Gwadar and Pasni.
The charges were vehe-
mently denied by the
GRM leaders including
Maulana HMidayat —ur
Rehman, Chiel Minister
Mir %udd_u:i Bizenjo had
assed strict orders to the

isheries department to
launch a  crackdown
against the elements
invalved in ille‘:_{,a] fishing
and trawling. “Provincia
government has deter-
mined to end the illegal
fishing in Gwadar”, the
CM stated in a statement.

Mr. Bizenjo said all-
out efforts were being
made to address the
prievances of the masses
and fishermen of Grwadar
on a priorty basis,
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EDITORIAL

Gender budgeting- a tool for
gender removing inequalities

Editor Asim Khan

Slow pace of
development
projects in Quetta

The pace of the development projects currently underway in Quetfta is
slow, Various suburbs of this provincial capital paints a bleak picture when
it comes to development projects and the availability of basic facilities
including water, education, health, road network, and samtation,

Billions are pumped by the federal and provincial governments to bring
this city at [Ear with other developed parts of the country, but with no tangi-

ble results.

vite of passing three vears,

he constricted

or instance, the dualization of the Sabeal Road, Sanab Road'is
yet to be completed in s
Sabzal Road 1= vet to

Former Chief Minister Balochistan. Jam Kamal Khan inaugurated a por-
tion of the Sabzal Road, whnch was really a good addition to the develop-
ment and beauty of Ouetta. However, a major portion of Sabzal Road is yet
to be completed. Dinty water on the surface of the road and piles of garbage
made peoples’ lives miserable.

Residents of the area have made repeated appeals for immediate construc-
tion of the road. Chief Mimster Mir Quddus Bizenjo has also visited the
road and directed an early construction. Despite this all, the road 15 vet to be
constructed. This actually exposes the bad governance in Balochistan

Action should match the directives of the high-ups

Sartab Road and other ongoing development projects are also underway

al a slow pace. Chief Secretary

alochistan, Abdul Aziz Ugmli visited var-

10us development schemes the other day and directed the concerned depart-
menis to ensure timely completion,

Action should match the directives of the high-ups. People are fed up with
the ongoing slow-paced projects, which compound their problems. The
provincial government should also share the volume of funds being spent on
various development projects in Quetta with the media and people. This will
improve fransparency and accountability,

A viable master plan needs to be evolved to address the city's problems
including an influx of people, new settlements, traffic, water, education and

health problems,

Article 25 of  the
Constitution of the
Islamic Republic of

Pakistan says that there
will be no discnimina-
tion among the citizens
on the basiz of sex. It
means that the rights of
men and women shall
be equal. Gender equal-
ity is a basie fundamen-
tal right in any  self-

respecting society. Do
ground realities  sub-

stantiate this assertion?
Are there even playing
grounds for

both genders? If not,
why it 15 507 And how
can gender mainsirean-
ing be achieved?

Gender  Responsive,
Gender Sensitive and
Gender Aware budget-
ing

There are many poli-
oy aplions 1o reduce this
imbalance but budget is
important as & policy
and planning instrument

for governments that
can be used for reaching

the: goal of Gender
Equality Gender
Responsive, Giender

Sensitive and ‘Gender
Aware budgeting in &
country, region, or a
province can  ¢redte
enabling environnent to
bring equality? The fun-
damental ~ohjective of
zender budgeting refers
to refining budaet and
related policies with a
VIEW 1o promoting sen-
der equality as an infe-
gral part of human
rights, Gender budger-
ing makes. the wender-
specitic effects of budg-
ets visible and raises
awarcness about their
frequently implicil
dimensions of discrimi-
I'Iﬂ"l(}n ':'IL_.E;I.]I'IQ[ WOITEn

Gender impacts of
budgets and policies
Gender  budgeting

thus identifies the gen-
der-specific. implica-
tions of public finance —
which is usually pre-
sented as gender-neutral
—and, in particular eoo-
nomic policies. Gender
budgeting 15 therefore
regarded as a core strat-
egy . for raising aware-
ness and understanding
of gender issues and the
gender impacts of buda-
ets and policies. When

we talk in the context of
Balochistan, the first
uestion that strikes us
that, “Is there any study
ever conducted 1o find
out the Gender Gaps?
Did we undertake any
post  or  pre-budget
assessment of the annu-
al buduzet on different
segments of the society,
especially women, who
form . almost  50%
(48 76%, to be specif-
icjof our national popu-

fation? In Balochistan,
this ratio
s 47.47%. If our

budzet 18 not Gender
Sensitive, almost half
the population is left
out. e our set up woin-
COCmpowerment  starts
and ends with the provi-
sion of Sewing
Machines, the opening
of embroidery centers,
or the holding of few
cultural shows, 1t means
a wender-based assess-
ment of budgels, incor-
porating a gender per-
spective at all levels of
the budgetary process,
and restructuring rev-
enues and expendinures
is reguired in order to
promote gender eguali-
tv. As mentioned above
female population in
Balochistan is 47.4%
and their needs are
completely ignored at

all levels and they are
hardly involved in the
budgetary process. An
analysis of PSDPs since
201314 Gl 2020-21
shows that there was not
a single project in the
yvears  2013- 14 1sat
2014-15, as if women
did not Exist or they
were not worthy of any
consideration Then
from 2015-16 to 2019-
20, there were one (o
three projects and the
total outlay ranged from
12%5 to  22% Tt shows
how much prierity that
47 49% ol the popula-
tion gets. in  the
province. Although the
world over women i3
not categorized as a vul-
nerable group

In Balochistan. they
are nol only vulnerable
but also marginalized
But the treatment they
aet in Pakistan, espe-
clally 1n Balochistan,
they are nol only wul-
nerable but also margin-
alvzed 1n the real sense
of the world A [N
Report on Women said
that compared to men,
women have 26% fewer
chances of emmployment,
and around 73% of the
women  labor (oree
works in unregulated
sector of the economy
Why they are consid-

Mehfogz Ali khan
ered vulnerable because
they are

solely dependent on
male counterparts both
at home as well as at the

woooT F |l 32 ce
Surprisinglv there are
0 separate Rest

Rooms{Washrooms) for
fadies in Secretariat and
directorates, For the
entire female popula-
tion, there is only cne
female park in Smugzh
Road and they have no
recreational  facilities
whalsoever

Women development
department  manned by
male officers

There 15 a women's
Development
Department, maostly
manned by male ofli-
cers and workers, who
are supposed (o work
for the welfare of
female workers. They
lack the capacity to for-
mulate and implement
plans for female uplil
Conditions outside the
capital cily are simply

deplorable  Economic
Development will
remain  an unrealized

dream unless the gov-
ermnmein [HLQ?S concrete

steps through gender
budgeting for Gender

mainsireaming and
using  this untapped
potential

From conferences

Seldom does the world
come across predicaments
s immense that they call
upon the very essence and
cohgsion of humanity to
step in Tumuliwous and
festing, 2022 was nothing
short of devastating for
over 30 mulhon Pakistams

The gloom left by the
torrential rons  reflected
precizady the scene inside
the millions of hearts that
had fo mavigate through
umitigated loss, disease
and death. As per Umicef.
an estimated four million
children are soll living near
contaminated and danger-
ous: flood waters, nsking
their health and fives winle
10 million -gids and bovs
are still in need of lifesav-
g support. The epoch of
mustormne 15 not ver over.

Far our voungest foreign
mimster andeC harrman of
the Pakistan Peoples Parb
Bifawal Bhutto ?Elrd:tri. the
past vear was one of mest-
mg  milestones, achieve-
ments  and  persevering
through tribulations.
Putting on a brave face for
a peophe that ane findimg 1t
hard to hold their heads
high as they fight & war
with water, 15 a tnal 1f there
CVET WAS One

Throwrhout his ministe-
rial endeavors, a theme thal
resnained a pivolal concemn
m the young FM's talks
was the plight Faced by the
peaple of his country, Last
August, our Foreien Office
actively collabarated with
the United Manons far the
launch of the UM Flash
Appeal as part of the " 2022
Pakistan Floods Response
Plan {FRP)" under the
leadershi of Bilawal
Bhutto. ‘Fhi:- appeal gor-
mered infernational  atten-
tion, with' the US. China:
Spudi  Arabia,  Turkes.
Linited Arab  Emerates

Oatar and Kuwait among
others stepmng up 1o help
the calamity -struck nahon

It was as & result of thig
ininarive that the World
Fank pledged 5370 nmlhon
along with techmical assis-
tance with bodies such as
the King Salman
Humanitarian  Aad  and
Relicf Center, Red Cross
Socicty of China, Red
Crescent societies of Qatar,
Fuwait nd the LAE fol-
lowing suit and offering
further aid.. During  the
event, organizations such
as the EUL ADB and WHO
announced financeal and
medical assistance, nclud-
ing shelter, food and medi-
s,

A detail that often goes
unnoticed m the unabashed
caticism of the current
govemment 15 how LN
Secrctan General Antonio
Caterres, anguably one of
the most influential fisneres
on  the planet,  fought
Pakisfan's case infernation-
ally. [t was not withour FA
Bilawal's avitation and
persistence  that Pakistan
earmed such a face to come
te its aid. In his visit te the
flood-ridden country,
Crterres stated that he had
never seen aoclimate car-
nape on this scale’, having
witnessed an area thrice the
size of his native country,

Portugal  submerged  an
water
The torcign minister

accompanied the UNSG 1o
flogod-affected
Mohenjodaro in an effort
to hghlighe the extent of
the suffering of the peaple
The significance of this
visil cannot be encom-
assed into-a mere list of
ullet poants. For ot only
did the Pakistam people
cam attension. they carned
respect, During his  visil,
Grsterres was able to direct-

Iy ionteract with the vicims
and first responders, all
while  witmessing  their
unwavenng determination
o cmerge Tram the water,

[mng his visit to the
Wilson Center fast
September, M Bilawal
Bhutto Zardan cmphasized
the necd for climate-
resilient  infrastructure.
This was done o by pro-
osing the idea of Pakistan
Eclng a test case for the
world, a term that com-
pelled  the  international
COMMUNITY T Py atention
to the submerged country
and ifs inhabitants. The
alarmuing mdertones of the
term were what beckoned
fellow stakeholders to take
action. as it mav  be
Pakiztan beanng the Brunt
for the rest of the world
foday, but nature might opt
for someone ¢lse to fill its
shoes tomorrow

Resultantly, the success
of the Resdient Pakistan
conference in Geneva and
rausing over [0 billion dol-
Fars 15 not just the accumu-
fation of a dav’s wonth of
work 1118 slezpless nights
and impassionad speeches
coupied with penane con-
cern for the people and
their well-being that have
resulted o oa resounding
victory for a country that
had  besn  previously
thowzhi to be isolated glob-
allx

Launching a joint flash
appeal  in collaboranon
with the LN, canceling for-
gign togrs to sty among
the food vietims, highlight-
mg the impeding impact of
climate change on inlerna-
tional platforms are a few
of the many efforts made
b our top diplomat. We, as
a naton, may Tind it diffi-
cult o réward a virtue, but
finding 1t n us to regard it
15 the least we can 3‘3} far

to courage

By Michelle

tima Sved

those who are willing to do
5o much for us

The cloom left by the
torrential rams  reflected
precisely the scene inside
the millions of hearts that
had to navigate through
unmitigated loss, discase
and death. As per Lnicef,
an estimated Four midlion
chifdren an: stll living near
contaminated and danger-
ous flood waters, rishing
their health and bves while
1k milhon gids and bovs
are stll in meed of hfesav-
ing support The epoch of
msfortung 15 not vet aver

For our voungest foreign
munster andeChairman of
the Pakistan Peoples Party,
Bilawal Bhutto Zardan. the
past vear was one of mest-
mg  milestones, achieye-
ments  and Pperseyenng
through tribulations,
Putting on a brave face for
a people that are finding ot
hard to hold ther heads
high as they fighl a war
with water, isa trial if thers
CYET Was e

Throughiout hig mumste-
rial endeavors, a theme that
remaned a prvotal concern
i the voung FM's talks
was the plight faced by the
people of his country. Last
August, our Foreign Office
achvely collaborated with
the United Manons for the
faunch of the N Flash
Appeal as part of the * 2022
Pakistan Flood: Roesponse
Plan (FRPY" under the
leadership  of  Bilawal
Bhutrto, Thiz appeal par-
nered international  atien-
mon, with the US. China,
Saudi  Arabia,  Turkey,
Unifed . Arab  Emirates,
Qatar and Kuowait among
others stepping up o help
the calanuty -struck nation,

It was as a resull of this
iminative that the World
Bank pledeed £370 nullion
along with technical assis-

tance with bodies such as
the King Salman
Humamitarian Aad  and
Relief Center, Hed Cross
Socieny of China,  Red
Crescent societics of Oatar,
Kuwait and the UAE fol-
lowing swit and offenng
further aid. During  the
event, organizations such
as the ELLADR and WHO
announced fimancial and
medical assistance, includ
g shelrer, tood and med:-
CInes

A detail that often goes
unnaticed in the
unabashed crnocism of the
current  governmenl 1%
how  UN Secretan
Gieneral Antonio Gutermes
arpuably one of the most
indffuential figures. on the
planct. fousght Pakistan’s

case anternationally. |t
was mob  without FM
Bifawal’s invitation and

persistence that Pakistan
carned such -a face to
come to ils ard. In hos vasit
to the fAood-ridden coun-
try, Guterres stated that he
had never seen a “climate
carnage on this scale’,
having wimessed an area
thrice the size of hus
native country, TFortugsl
submerged i water

The foreign mmster
accompanicd the NS0
1oy flood-affected
Mohenjodare i an effort
1 highlight the extent of
the sulfering of the peo-
ple. The sipnificance of
this. wvisit  cannot be
encompassed 1IN0 & mere
list of bullet ponts, for
not only did the Pakistam
people earn attention, they
carned respect. During has
vasit, Guterres was able to
directly interact with the
victims and first respon-
ders. all while witnessing
their unwavenng determi-
naton 1o emaerge from the
wiler,

Lessons in school

akistan has
strugzled 10
mainiain any
kind of stan-
dard at both
government and privite
schools across the coun-
try. While private schools
often claim to offer the
best education and learn-
i in English to their siu-
dents, theyv are not always
stccessfi
The kind of education
that  many  children
receive 1s based on rote
learning and cramming
similar 1o how they
would learn at most 2ov-
ernment  schools "he
only  difference (s thal
arents  pay  exorhitant
fees For their children’s
education at  private
schools. Only high-tier
elite schools which
charge high fees and are
accessible to only a tiny
minority — can claim 1o

olfer education  which
matches ||'|‘L'rr|ﬁ1.“'l'|'|ﬁl
standards

According to the avail-
able surveys, a majority
of Cirade-3 children at
both government and pri-
vate schools are unable 1o
wrile a complete sentence
in either English or Urdue
The conflict of the lan-
guages adds to the prob-
fem. At English-medium
children

schools, L are
taught in English and
barely understand the

content they have been
taught. When the same
comtemt 15 provided to
them in Urdu, their eyes
light up. Children who
have never been exposed
to English at their homes
and have received no spe-
cialized English tutions

reforms

at their schools begin to
undersiand the concepis

It 15 unclear why the
country has not chosen to
follow models from other
countries where children
are first taught in their
mother tongue so they
can understand the con-
tent, and then in later
grades, they are tauchi
English as a skill they
will need for employment
PO ties. )

Id CHIT country, the sjtu-
ation is dismal In Punjab,
the education authornities
have neglected Punjabi;
tlis has added o the
problem. Pumabs 15 the
oy provinee which does
not offer primary-level
education -in the native
tongue of most children,
often leaving them blank
in the class, unable 10
comprebend what they
are learning, The only
option for them is 10 cram
whal is pul betore them 1o
pass the exam

Pakistan does not need

just major education
reforms. The  Single
National Curricuium

(SNC) offered by the PTI
government  solved no
problems and, in some
way, added more to them
further emphasizing
cramming and taking
awayv from a child’s intel-
lectual ability to develop
shills. This is 2 deeply
rooted  problem  and
should be solved if the
l..'UIJ.H!I'_‘_-' IIEi 04} ]‘I'L'lf__"\,'lt:!i..\,‘\ and
eronw in any direclion

S0, how do we uo
about it? One method
would be to study the
example of Vietnam, a
desperately poor country
in the 19005 whose per

By Kamila Hvat

capita income has now
orown  massively,  the
Vietnamese government
thinks it can wrow further
it education 1s massively
reformed  through the
reteaching of teachers
and other methods. Such
strategies help education
become  child-centred,
based on the capacily of
chuldren to learn and then
acguite places in univer-
sifies and aain jobs

In Vietnam, the empha-
sis is not enly on STEM
{science,  technology,
engineering and mafh)
subjects bBut also on
development  of = other
skills,  These teforms
have been massive, and in
some  schools,  classes
were shut down for some
days to allow teachers to
be traimed in the new
method  required  for
teaching

The same happened in
Japan, and since the
19905, the Japanese com-
mittee  responsible  for
education has recognized
that cram leaming is not
Ileﬂﬂ‘ul lapan adopted
an introduced an
ng!pmach centred  on
child-based leaming and
the individual ability of
children at schools one by
one, This imitially resulted
in a steep fall in education
standards as measured
through global academic
benchmarks. But Japan
has since then caught up
and retained its policy of
training children not 1o
gcram, not to  depend
entirgly on teachers, and
to further their skills
through their own initia-
tives and learn through
these rules

Who

The  battle  for
Punjab has cntered a

decisive phase. Mot
only  did Chief
Minister Punjab

Parver Elali suceess-
fully win the vole of
conlidence from the
Punjab Assembly but

he also advised the
Punjab governor to
dissolve the provincial
assembly.

According o the
constitution, the
Punjah Assembly

stands dissolved from
lanuary 14 regardless
of the Punjab gover-
nor’s notification. The
PTI had already con-
firmed that the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa  (KP)
Assembly would dis-
solve too. This means
that early elections are
certain in at least two
provinces,

The PML-N tried
evervthing to avoid
early  elections in
Punjab but failed. Now
as per Article 224 of
the constitwtion. a
caretaker government
will be installed within
eight days following
the dissolution of the
assembly,  And  the
province will soon be
under a neutral carc-
taker setup; clections
will be held in the next
90 days, which means
before Apnil 12,

The ruling alliance
in Punjab led by Ch
Parvez Elahi has deliv-
cred on ifs promise to
dissolve the assembly,
Many analysts were
saving thai the PTI
would never dissolve
the assemblies and it

will win

was just a political
stunt. But the PTI has
finally proven them
wrong, Now it is up to
the PML-N to either
prepare for elections
or hide behind techni-
cal reasons to delay
them:

However, any
attempts to delay elec-
tions will strengthen
the already existing
iJm'm:ptmu_ that the
PML-N s running
away from polls sim-
plv because it cannot
win against the popu-
larity of Imran Khan

It is better for the
PML-N to leave tech-
mical issues like hold-
ing elections in the
middle of a census
exercise tor the
Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) and
let the people of
Punjab elect a new
government which can
steer  the province
from the current politi-
cal, administrative and
geonomic  crisis  and
provide much-needed
rehief to ordinary peo-

ple

The PML-N should
accept ifs defeat in
round one. The party
has suffered both legal
and political sethacks
in 4 province where it
used to enjoy popular-
ity. 1t is high time for
the party to accept that
things have not turmed
out the way it wanted,
The economic erisis
has mtensified in the
last mine months, since
1L came (o power.

The M L-P-led
coalilion  government

the narrative battle?

has faled to control
the soaring inflation.
The worsening eco-
nomic situation and
inflation have dented
ils popularity. and it is
now finding 1t hard to
counter  the popular
narratives ol lmran.
Lindoubledly, the PTI
has  outsmarted the
PML-M as far as the
ability to develop and
‘_'ip!'t'ﬂd a narralive 1s
concerned

So far, the PTI is
winning the war of
narratives, The PML-
M's performance on
this front is not satis-
factory. Election cam-
paigns are r_munI% a
war of narratives. The
better a party creates
its narratives, the bet-
ter chances it has to
mprove 1fs Image,

he PTI has won the
first round of power
politics _in Punjah.
.J".Iu.}n% with the PML-

il

(). it has destroyed the
opposition MATIHIES,
ME=N

including the
and the FPP It has not
only gained back the
power it lost in Punjab
after the ouster of its
government but also
thwarted all the efforts
of the PML-N to gain
power in Pungjab.

Even though the PTI
farled to force early
electons n the coun-
try  through  street
protests, it has finally

aclieved its  tareet
The PTI has also
exposed  1ts  street

power and OTEANTZd-
tional strength at the
grassroots level in the
process.  The party

might not have the
street PoOwWer o _IIJ-llHI
the current coalition
government  but iLs
electoral  politics  is
powerful. [1 enjoys
popular support
among different sec-
tions of the population
including the middle
class and voung vol-
ers. It also has a big
number of electables
i ats fold.

The sudden surge of
support for Imran afier
his ouster from power
also helped the leader-
ship to keep the parlia-
_mmmr{ party intact,
e PML-N and the
PPP has failed to cause
big defections in the
P

The results of the
hﬁqpnils in Punjab in
2 also proved to
electables that the
PTI's ticket could help
them win their con-
stituencies, The PML-
N failed to perform
well in the by-polls as
well and lost consider-
able support after tak-
mg POWET mn
|slamabad,

The PML-N used the

most !]]‘.Iﬂ]ﬂﬂat’ party in
Punjab; it won five out

of s1x by-polls held n
Punjab 1 2021, The
party ticket was the
mast sought-atter in
Pungab. But its politi-
cal fortunes changed
in 2022 when the PTI
became the most pop-
ular party, The PT1 is
confident about win-
mng  elections . In
Pungab and KP to form
the provincial govern-
menls once again and

thinks that its victones
i Punjab and KP will
help it in the next gen-
eral elections.

[t is going to be a
close election. Both
arties seem head-to-
head in most con-
sttuencies. A Nerce
baitle is likely to 1ake
place in Punjab. [t will
not be a walkover For
any party. It will be a
real test of popularity
for both the PML-KN
and the PTI as the two

parties have their
strongholds  in the
provinge.

in 2018, the PTI

swept the elections in
north.  and  south
Punjab, and the PML-
M had dominated cen-
tral Punjab. The real
challenge for the PTI
is to  maintain  its
strong zrip in north
and south ]Funjah and
make inroads into cen-
tral Punjab,

The PML-N has to
recover the lost ground
in north Punjab as it
could manage to won
only two out of the 27
seats in four districts
of Rawalpindi divi-
sion. The situation
might be different this
fume.

[ believe that the PTI
15 not as popular as it
was in July 2022, It
has lost some support
in the last few months.
In fact, both the PTI
and the PML-N have
lost considerable sup-
port m the province
over the years. This
election will determine
whose popularity has
wone down less.

Bureaucratic varsities

ublig-
sector umni-
versities

are the only

hope of
those from the middle
class for a better future
i Pakistan. However,
across Pakistan, varsi-
nes are facing fnan-

cial cuts and their
autonomy 15 conlinu-
ously 1mpeded by
predatory EOVETTI-
ments

Litiversaty of
Karacha, one the

bagegest and oldest var-
sittes, 15 worst affect-
ed Catering to 40,000
students and more than
30 diseiphines  thus
once-topnotch  univer-
sity 15 goang through a
brain drain Unendimg
delays m the process
of hinng and promot-
mg Faculty members
take six to eight vears
te complete  while
other umiversities in
Smdh take between six
months and a yvear to
dor the same

Underfunding, lack
of accountability and
disrezard of standards
allow bureaucratic
delays, frustrating KU
faculty that now stands
at the brink of disor-
der. Faculty with over
25 years of service are
refirng as  assistant
professors.

Altempls were made
to reform governance
and the Sindh
Universities
Amendment 2018 sim-
plified the process of
recruitment bt

Karachi  University
continues without poh-
cy reforms Qver 400
faculty members
applied for the next
cadre in 2019, scores
have retired and hun-
dreds wall superannu-
ate 1 next five years
but are demed the right
to present their case to
the Selection Board
Recently Dr Zafar
[gbal of Environmental
Sciences retired after
25 years of service as
assistant professor
despite a courl order to
hold his Board.
Simlarly, Dr Ameer
Ahsan of Pharmacy 13
to retire 1in October
after serving Bagai,
Ziauddin  and  lastly
Karach University
while waiting lor a
Borard.

Universities  only
need to follow the
University Act  that

requires three experts
with eight board mem-
bers to select a suitable
candidate. Instead
Karachi University
allows deans, chairper-
sons, foreign expert
reports. and secretary
boards and universities
te further the red-tape
n the process

The University of
Karachi needs an over-
haul of the exisling
bureaucratic mindset
and te et nd of the
assumption that red-
tape 15 a substitute Tor
s tamdards
[serimimation against
varsities and within a
varsity must end by

By Dy Faizan Magqvi
following same proce-
dures of hiring

As reported in this
paper  recently, KU
faculty members have
extended thewr protest
from demonstrations to
a hunger strike onto
death, This escalation
fot only highlights the
sense of frustration
amonest  the faculty
but also shows the bla-
tant disregard for fac-
ulty by the KU admm-
istration and the Sindh
government, The
protesting faculty say
this 15 the time for pol-
wy reforms that abol-
i1sh the hindrances and
speed up the already
delayed processes.

Varsities should be a
benchmark for aca-
demic standards. hubs
of knowledgze, and are-
nas for debate and dis-
agreement with a sense
that  changmng  the
world 15 possible.
Instead. the wvarsiy
bureaucracy has aban-
doned research and
replaced 1t with a busi-
1EEss SCTISE where
research culture s
shamelessly sl
pressed and denied
oflicial support and the
only tunction of the
administration  is 1o
ensure salaries

When leachers turn
to hunger strikes to
presas For their
demands., society at
large must acknowl-
edgze its disbelief at the
state of alfairs of what
chould have been a
centre of excellence




Market value of top

engineering firms drops
19% in 2QFY23: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD The
averaze market value of
the top five compames of
the engineering sector
dropped 19% in the just-
ended second quarter
Oret-Dec) of the ongoing
iagal  year  2022-23
shows an analysis of the
firm’s financials conduct-
ed by WealthPK

The engineering sector
on  Pakistan — Stock
Exchange is represented
by I8 companies with a
total market capetalisation
of R577.2 billion

In terms of market cap-
italization, International
Steels Limited (I5L) is
the largest company with

a market cap of Rsl19.3
billion, followed by
Mughal Iron & Steel
Industries Limited

(MUGHAL), which has a
market cap of Rsl5.7 bil-
lion International
Industrnies Limited (INIL)
and Agha Steel Industries
Limited {(AGHA) with a
market cap of Ks98 bil-
lion and Rs7.9 hillion,
stand third and fourth,
respectively,
Aisha  Steel  Mills
Limited (ASL) with a
market cap of Rs7.3 bil-
lion is the fifth largest
company in the engineer-
ing sector. In the 20FY 23,
the top five engineering

compames lost Bs3, 1 l-
lon collectively in mar-
ket capitalisation.

MUGHAL:s  market
value decreased from
Rs21 billion to Rsl6 bil-
lion, thus it sustained the
highest loss of 25% The
second highest loss was
reported by INIL of 23%
in ZO0FY23 as its market
value dropped from Rsl3
billion to Rs%% billion,

With & market value
decline of 19% from
K593 hillion to Rs7.5 hil-
lion, ASL experienced the
third=highest loss during
20FY 23, IS0 with a mar-
ket loss of 17% was the
fourth loser INP

LHC hears
ex-governor’s plea
against taxes on his
properties abroad

KARACHI/HYDER-
ABADVISLAMABAD
Amid ngeing claims by
the political parties due to
the slow announcement
of results in Karachi,
Pakistan Pen{ples Party
(PPP) was leading in
Hyderabad local govern-
menl (LG elections and
for the first time was in 8
position to appoint its
mayor in Sindh’s second-
largest city, unofficial
results  showed  on
Monday

PPP emerged victori-
ous on 37 UCs, Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insal (PTT) has
secured 14,  Jamat-e-
[slami 14 while Tehreek-
e-Labbaik (TLP) and
Jamiat Ulama-e-1slam
(JUI-F) claimed victory
m two UCs each, while
an independent candidate
has one won seal

Meanwhile, PT1 suf-
fered a setback in Karachi
local bodies polls when
Khurram Sher Zaman —
who was considered the
party’'s candidate for the
top slot of the mayor
lost to PPP's Najmi Alam
in Saddar

However,
results of

the initial

the

much-

l‘aslnunkhn Mi

delayed local body elec-
tion's second phase in
Rarachi could not be
finalised yet despite the
Eﬂll]ng process ending at
Spm,  political  parties
started claiming that “rig-
ging is underway in the
mefropolis”

The voting Kicked off
at 8am and continued
unmterrupted,  with
reports of sporadic clash-
es. However, several con-
frontations  were  also
reported even after the
polling process ended

The parties seemingly
did not I:}S{_Imn(l strongly
to the clashes, however,
later on, claims were
made that the Sindh gov-
ernment and the Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) were involved in
dela?-mr_-. the release of
results As hundreds of
thousands  of  people
headed to vote in a bid to
elect their local represen-
tatives, many political
parties had also earlier
complained and demand-
ed the ECP 1o increase the
polling  time as  the
process  began  late  al
some of the stations —
which was accepted in

-

Awami Party hold protest in

some polling stations

At first, JUI-F — an
ally of the Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) —
and JI alleged that the
Sindh government had
used defaving tactics by
mot  ensuring  that the
polling officers reach the
stations of fime,

"Everything has been
re-decided and  they
1ave just staged the efec-
tions for a show," JUI-F's
Karachi leader ari
Usman alleged while
slpeakmg to reporters in
the metropolis

When the day began 1o
pass and results stopped
CUI]'_I!H% in, J1 Karachi
Emir Hafiz Naeem LUt
Rehman alleged that rig-
ging was underway in the
metropolis as he castigat-

ed both the BECP and
Sindh governmen
Analvsts  said  that

despite the process of
elections  being  the
responsibility of the elec-
tion commission, it would
raise questions if the PPP
wins the polls in Karachi
since it is the ruling party,

In response to the
delay, Rehman directed
the public INP

front sui gas office due to shortage of Sui Gas supply.

LHC suspends ECP's
arrest warrants for
Imran Khan,

LAHORE The Lahore
High Court (LHC)
Monday suspended the
Election Commission of
Pakistan's (ECP) arrest
warrants  for Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf PTI)
Chairman Imran Khan,
Secretary Cieneral Asad
Umar and Senior Vice-
President Fawad
Chaudhry. The former
prime mimster and feder-
al ministers had mowved
LHC Rawalpindi Bench
against  the. warrants
1ssued by the ECP earlier
in the day in & contempt
case againsi the no

Justice  Sadagal Al
Khan heard the PTT lead-
ers’ plea against the arrest
warrants, The court sus-
pended arrest warrants
and directed the ECP to
continue with its con-
tempt fmceedmgs
against the PT1 leaders.

The ECP issued bail-

able arrest warrants for

PTI Chairman Imran
Khan and other party
leaders in a contempt

case last week, Former
rime minister Imran
han, PTI leaders Fawad
Chaudhry and Asad Umar
had sought immunity
from attendance in the
case which was furned by
ECP’s foer-member
bench.

Earlier, the Supreme
Court of Pakistan had
allowed the Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) 1o continue its pro-

ceedings against PTI
Chairman Imran Khan,
and his party leaders

Asad Umar and Fawad
Chaudhry in contempt
case filed against them
Over controversial
remarks against the elec-
toral body,

Last year, the top elec-
toral body mitiated con-

aides

tempt roceedings
against the PTI leaders
for allegedly using foul
language against Chief
Election Commissioner
Sikandar Sultan Raja and
ECP. It has served several
notices on them, asking
them to appear in person
and e.x{ﬁl:un their point of
view, However, the PTI
leaders did not appear
before the ECP E-lI'IL’] ater
challenged its powers to
initiate contempl pro-
ceedings under Section
10 of the Election Act
2017 in different high
COUrts

The ECPin ils six peti-
tions. had urged the twp
court to transfer all its
contempt cases against
PTI leaders from differ-
ent high courts to a single
one, The commission
maintained that it had
issued contempt notices
to PTT INP
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QUETTA: Interim BNP President Abdul Wali Kaker addressing a press confer-

Mainly cold, dry
weather expected in most
parts of country

ence.

ISLAMABAD: Mainiy cold
and dry weather is expected in
most parts of the country, while
very cold in Balochistan, upper
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Kashmir
and Gilgit Baltistan,

Frost i3 likely to occur over

lain areas of Punjab, Khyber

Bakhlunkhwa. upper . Sindh,
Pothohar region and Kashmir
during moming hours. Windy
weather conditions are also hike-
Iy in plain areas :

Temperatures of some major
cities  recorded on  Monday
morning Islamabad, Gilgit and
MuzalTarabad two degres cenli-
grade, Lahore and Peshawar
four, Karachi ten, Cuetta minus
five and Murree minus two
degres centigrade,

According to Met Office fore-

cast for  Indian  [Hezally
Orecupied Jammu and Kashmir,
very cold and dry weather is
expected In Srinagar, Jammu.
Pulwama, Anantnag and
Shopian, parly cloudy and very
cold in Leh and Baramula

Temperatures recorded
Srinagar, Pulwama, Anantnag
and Baramula minus one degree
centigrade, Jammu six; %.eh
minus twelve and Shopian zero
degree centigrade

n the other hand the

Pronincial Meteorological
Center Peshawar on Monday
predicted Cold and dry weather
i most parts of the province

It s.ﬂitslJ that frost 15 likely to
ocour in the early moming hours
while windy weather conditions
may occur in plain areas. During

the last 23 hours, very cold and
dry weather prevailed over most
parts of the province, Light Rain
occurred at isolated places in
Mohmand and IDhr Rain
Recorded (in mm): Ghalanm 03,
Dir 41 The maximum and mini-
mum temperatures recorded
centierade ot different stations
of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
were as Peshawar City 18102,
Chitral 06/-1, Timergara [ 5/700,
Die 12/<6, Mirkhani 08/-2,
Kalam 05/-15, Drosh 06/-3,
Saidu Shanf 13/-3, Pattan 1104,
Malam Jabba 03/-7, Takht Bhm
|8/00, Kakul 13/02, Balakm
14/02, Parachinar 10/-7 Banno
[5/00, Cherat 0700, D1, Khan
23/04. The lowest temperatures
recorded in the province were -
15C Kalam and -10C INP

PTI suffers setback as

PPP’s Najmi Alam defects
Kuurram Sher Zaman

KARACHI Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP) 18 leading
in Karachi's local povernment
(LG} elections and has secured a
simple majority in Hvderabad
for the first time in history,

according to unofficial and
unconfirmed results.
Results show that PPP has

emerged victorions on 75 UCs,
Jamaat-e-1slami (JT) has s::qurcd
40 UC seats and  Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PT1) emerged

who was considered the party’s
candidate for the top slot of the
mayvor lost 1o PPP's. Majmi
Alam.In the East and South dis-
tricts of Karachi, the Pakistan
People’s Party grabbed 15 each
seats. In Keman, PPP emerged
victoftous on 18 LICs and in
Malir it was declared the winner
on 21 seats, as per unofficial and
unconfirmed resulls

In Hyderabad, the results of
94 union committess out of a

Tehreek-e-Insaf 20  seats,
Independents candidates
grabbed three seats, and J1 one

In Sujawal, according to unof-
ficial and unconfirmed reports
Pakistan People’s Party has
bagged 20 seats, while JUI-F
won a single seat. In Badin, as
per unconfirmed results of 38
town committees out of 64,
Pakistan Peoples Party won 30
seats, independent candidates
won six seats and the Grand

LHC hears
ex-governor’s plea
against taxes on his
properties abroad

LAHORE: The Lahore High
Court (LHC) on Monday conduct-
ed hearing on a petition of former
Punjab governor Syed Ahmad
Mehmood against the capital value
tax imposed on his properties
abroad.

Justice Jawad Hassan heard the
plea of the former governor and
sought an answer from the federal
and” Punjab povernments, the
Federal Bjnani of Revenue (FRR
and the Commissioner of Inlan
Revenue,

Ihe court directed to club the
plea with other petitions.

The former governor had chal-
lenged the federal government’s
move 1o tax his foreign properties

U1 own o properties i Pakistan
and abroad,” he said in his plea

“1 am paying tax in the country
Taxing the property abroad 15
unfair and agamst The law.” he
added,

“The court should declare the
federal  government’s imposition
of capital value tax on the foreign
properties of the federal govem-
ment  null  and  void”  he
pleaded INP

Lawyer shot
dead in
Rawalpindi

RAWALPINDI: Alawyer who
was returning home after leaving
s ehidden to school has been
shiot dead in Rawalpindi

As  per details, Advocate
Sheikh Imran’s wvehicle came
under gun attack in Dherri,
Ahsauaﬁad, Rawalpindi, . the
police said, The ﬂ55ai||3anr5 rding
a motorcyele fled alter the
attack

The lawyer succumbed to his
bullet wounds. The police in its
initial investipation said, the
incident is looking like a target-
ed killing but the situation will
become clear after a thorough
investigation.

The body of the deceased has
been moved to the hospital for
autopsy. Meanwhile, Regional
Police Officer (RPO)
Rawalpindi, Nasir Mahmood has
taken notice of the Killing of the
lawyer and summoned a report
from the CPO. Separately, a
Lahore-based lawyer was shot
dead in the Faisal town area, last
vedr.

The CCTY footage obtained
by ARY News showed that the
slain lawyer was sitting outside
his office when two unidentified

vigtonous on 35 UC chairmen  total
seats Meanwhile, PTI1 has suf-
fered defeat from Karachi's

Saddar as Khurram Sher £aman  secured 53

Pervaiz Elahi writes to
Punjab governor for

caretaker govt set-up

LAHORE: The chief minister (CM) of Punjab
Pervaiz Elahi on Monday wrote to Governor
Punjab Baligh-ur-Rehman for caretaker govern-
ment set-up in the province,

As per details, Pervaiz Elahi sent a letter to
Giovernor Punjab mentioning the finalized three
potential candidates for caretaker Punjab CM.

The letter included three potential candidates
Ahmed Nawaz Sukhira, Naseer Khan, and Nasir
Mehmood Khosa.

In a separate development, Pakistan Muslim
League Nawaz (PML-N) has decided to consult
with chief minister Pervaiz Elahi on the caretaker
setup in Punjab.

The opposition leader in the Punjab assembly
Hamza Shehbaz will nominate a representative on
his behalf as he 1s abroad.

The representative will consult with Pervaiz
Elahi to finalise the name of the caretaker CM
Punjab NP

PTI MPA Amjad
Afridi remanded
into police custody

KARACHI: An anti-terrorism court (ATC)
on Monday handed over Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) MPA Amjad Afridi to police on
two-day physical remand.

Africh along with his two brothers was arrest-
ed in Karachi for allepedly possessing a
weapon and ballot papers ﬁuring the vote count
in the second phase of local government (LG)
elections.

ATC Karachi has also zought a medical
Teémrt of PTI MPA from the police till January

PTI leader named Amjad Afndi was
arrested in Karachi on Sunday for “waving
weapon and possessing ballot book™. The
police have also shared the video of Amjad
Afridi’s arrestIn a statement, the police said
the PTI leader threatened the polling staff and
interfered in official work. “He Is*.i‘ricliLzlisn
exhibited weapons and was possessing ballot
books,” the police added. INP

Pakistan’s bus manufacturing industry thrives
with Chinese cooperation: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD: During
the last few vyears,
Pakistan's auto industry
emerged as one of the
fastest growing indus-
tnes, contnbuting 3-4%
to the gross domestic
procluct, and also provid-
ing jobs to over 3.5 mil-
lion people in different
lorins
. With the established
infrastructure of motor-
ways across the country,
the transport and travel
industry has flourished
tremendously during the
last couple of years as the
latest and most comtbort-
able buses are plying
from one corner to the
second end of the coun-

try, making the journey a
pleasant experience Tor
passengers contrary o
the past.

Following the  assem-
bling plants of vanous
car brands, Yutong and
Zongtong, leading buses
and wvehicles manufac-
tures in  China, have
established assembling
plants in Pakistan, wit
oint ventures al
akistanl entrepreneurs

Back in 2013, Yutong
signed a technical licence
agresment with
Pakistan’s Master Motor
Corporation (Pt} Ltd
and the first bus produced
at this plant came in
February 2016 Master

Motors zince then have
assembled approximately
2,000 buses in Pakistan
operating from different
travel companies.

It has ﬁl]:su been esh-
mated that Yutong buses,
meluding intercity buses,
city buses and ditferent
shuttle buses, are plving
on Pakistan’s roads, an:]
leading transport compa-
nias are 'I'I|;'ll\|'|'|" [hl?ll'
buses  from utong
Master Bus joint venture

Daewoo Pakistan and
other leading transport
companies in the past
used to import  buses
from China and today all
leading transport compa-
nies across the country

|60 have been released.
According to the unofficial and
unconfirmed results PPP has
seats,

are ordering Pakistan-
assembled buses. With
these initiatives, the sec-
tor 15 @oing to become
sell"-suf!ﬁciem to cater for
the local needs of luxury
and comfort buses of the
country and in the future,
hopes  are high that
Pakistan would be able to
export locally-assembled
buses to Central Asian
countries, Middle Easi
and African countries.
Apan from big names
of bus manufacturing
industnies in the country,
buses are also being man-
ufactured and assembled
at smaller scale in major
cities of Pakistan nclud-
ing Lahore, Sheikhupura

{in Punjab province) and

Karachi (i Sindh
province).
Madeem Ahmed,

Manager Ganj] Bux Bus
Body Makers, Lahore,
said they import parts of
busses from China and
assemble buses as per
need of their customers
He added that a bus takes
35-40 days in manufac-

tuning,  where  20-30
workers, including
welders,  blacksmiths,

metal fixers, and carpen-
ters, do manufacturing
work on assembling and
framing, painting, seats,
and all respective formal-
ites of bus manufactur-
ing. INP

Pakistan

Democratic Alhance secured
two seats. In Dadu, PPP has
secured seven Town committee
sears while Independent INP

men nding a bike stopped in
front of him and opensed IEm: The
dead body was shifted to hospi-
tal for post-mortem, INP

QUETTA: Activists of APCA Balochistan hold protest rally .

Bamboo
resorts
improve lives
of locals:
WealthPK

SLAMABAD: Farming
for tourism is a unique
idea as it not only pro-
vides soCIoeconomig g'u:n—
efits but also adds beauty
to a country s landscape,

Dr Avesha Shaukat, the
owner and chief executive
officer of Rana Hunting
and  Luxury  Resort
(RHLR) at Head Balloki
in  Kasur district of
Punjab, informed
WealthPK that her father,
Rana Shaukat Mahmood,
was actively engaged in
bamboo farming, as he
cultivated bamboo  for
environmental and animal
conservation. “My father
wrned this farm into a
resort for the socioeco-
nomic uplift of the paople
living in the vicinity ™

She said her ?'amil_v
lanned to start a_bam-
oo-based cottage indus-
try in the near Future to
help penfle, especially
wommen, learn multiple
crafts, and prepare food
items and other valuables
from bamboo, “1 want to
carry on my father’s mis-
sion of empowering peco-
ple socially and economi-
cally.” Talking  to
WealthPK, RHLR farm
manager Farhan
Mahmood said their bam-
boo plantation was started
in 2006, “The farm is a
vast clump of millions of
Bangladeshi bamboos,
spanning over an area of
,623, 000 square-foot. 1t
was created as an agri-
torrism place and a bam-
boo conservation area A
great  number ol deer
roam freely in it All the
shelters, turmishing, sit-
ting areas, and restaurants
here are made out of bam-
boo. About 2,000 people
visit the farm daly by
paying Rs230 INP

h@;* NOTICE INVITING TENDER @

The: procurement of works. listed below for which Nafice Inviling Tender on
sealed percentane rates based on CSR 2018 Govt of Balochistan are invited
from interested confractors/Fimes with detail teemes & conditions given below,
The tander fae wil be deposit througn green challan in Nabonsd Bank of
Palistan Ziarat Branch under the head of aocow C-02716 (Communication
Receipt] at the rate shown against each work &5 menbicned below:- EARNEST
MOKNEY 2% of Bid cost in shape of call deposilTander fes Rs. 1000- DATE OF
COMPLETICIN Upto 30th Juna 2024 from the tate of start for the warkc

5 NAME OF WORK. ESTIMATED |
i COST
1 |[REMAINING WORKS CONSTRUCTION OF Rs. 15.502
SPORTS STADIUM TEHSIL SINJAVI DISTRICT Millian
(DIARAT TSERDOINNG T,
Procursmand shall be made under BPPRA Rules 2014, s
&) Registrafins with relevant kaxation L. (NTN), Incame Tax |
Sales Tax Deparment, Rslochistan Revenue Aulharity (BRA) updated b)
Registration with Pakistan Engeering Councl in Relevant Categary €5 and

aiove for S No 1, C6 and above for Sr Mo 2,34 & 5, Abave etegary and
Discipling Code vakd for the FY 2021-2022.c)ds per BPPRA Rule 25 (3
Amandad), anly one Bid can be submitied against ona NTH.dRate anaiysis of
oifared rates.e|COR in case of rale offered balow 10% of e fotal cost
of procurement: Single stage, o envelape The bid
s accompany Bid Securiy i the form af Call Daposit of amounl spaciied
atave in the name of undersigned from & schaduie bark fram Correstior ik
eccount. if amy Fake Calt Degosil provided by the firm, the firm will be
f 'r ¥ a P .

recommanded far biacklisting. Bldding nder Dociments lssuance.
Bidding documeants will be issted an submissian af request by the contracior on
his onginal letter head from the dale of publication of advetisameant in

Newsaapers on presentabon of requiste documents as requined in basic
efigibilty criteria |.e. Tender Fee (Nonrefundable in shape of green chalan
unider head C-02716, Bid Securty | Earnest Money (in the shape of call degosii
from the  eccount of firm, the call depast emount mist be deposited by
contractors Firm / Title account), valid Pakistan Engineering Council
Cerfificate, Income Tax Cerfficate (NTN), registration from BRA ete. {in
original), The tendar form will nol be Issued to ary atiomey holders of (he
contractors i any case. However, e pariners and representatives of frm oy

ing theer legal documents i.& partnarship deed or frm cerfificaies that be
5 the hesrer and s an the pay rale of frm (duly aftested by 15t Class
Magistrate only} can participate. The power of atiomey will be acceptable for
speific work anly Submission; - Lest dabs of submission of bids {Technical |
Fanarncial) wil be 3fid February , 2023 at 12:00 FM.Opening: -The Tender
{Technical Bids) wil be opaned on 3Rd February , 2023 at 1:00 PM before
procurement commities in the presence of Confraciars ar their authanzed
rapreseniatives in the offica of the Executive Enginser, Building
Communicabon Works PPAH  Destric Ziarat and for {Financial Bids) opening
date wil be announced &l fal me. The bid security (COR) of technically nan-
responshe bidders shall be refumed within 30 days of deckaration of fheir bid as
non-responsive.Bid validity Period: Ninaty Days (90 days) In case
dowrioading of bicding documents from BPFPRA website, e bidder | fim musi
to provide required document separately to fhis office before submession of
bickz Placa of issuance, submission, inguires and opening will be addressed: -
Execuiive Engineer (Building) Communication Works PPAH District Ziarai T,
An affidavit shall be provided on non-Judicial Stemp Paper of Rs, 1007- fat the
applicant has never been black listed. The applicant shall also- prowds an
urdertaking io fhe effect fhat al dacumants / parficufars | nfarmaticn ghven wilh
this bidding document are tnse | comact. BAR documents ! proof peovided by the

A ETELACT | FATTES i AL

[ ulll
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JI has won over 100 seats, claims Naeemur Rehman

KARACHT Jamaal-e-Islami (JT) Karachi chief Hafiz Nagemur Rehman claimed that his party had emerged  Jamshoro, Hyderabad, Dadu, Johi, Sehwan, Khairpur MNathan Shah, Matian, Thatta and other areas,” she tweet-
victorious on over 100 seats while there was confusion in the results of nearly 10 to 15 union councils. In a press  ed
conference on Monday he alleged that the retumning officers were wathholding results and attempts were being
made to manoeuvre them ; ; 3 ; o

1 spoke to the authorities yesterday, including ECP officials. The chief minister also called and assured me that
this issue will be resolved. However, 1% hours have passed and the results have still not been released” he said
T'he J1 chief demanded that ROs trying to tamper results must be stopped and demanded the ECP take notice,

“1 am not lalking on hearsay, My parly worked hard for the elections and we ran a campaign, We were the only
party that wanted elections, We put in the effort and ensured that the elections were held We praised the ECP
when it Tulfilled its responsibility. But if’ you do something wrong, we will expose vou as well

Rehman also warned the PPP and ECP against depriving people of their nghts. 1 vou want to talk, sit and
resolve this matter but you must do things with discipline [L._] we should be given our nghts and this matter
should be resolved in the next few hours,” he said.

The I chief added that if the process of counting votes continued on merit, his party would be able to bring its
maver to Karachi, “But attempits are being made to turn us into a minority, 1 want to tell the chief election com-
missioner, Bilawal, CM and election staff"to not take measures that force us to stage a protest,” Hehman added.

Meanwhile, Minister for Climate Change Sherry Behman congratulated parly supporters oday on the “vicio-
v of the PPP in the second phase of the local government elections™. “The arrow is ﬁ:a(lin_u_,- the way in Karachi,

Tuesday.January, 17,2023

Rehman said “the results of local body elections so far revealed that the PTI has received a historic defeat™
The people of Sindh have chosen the PPFF and have once agdin rejected the so-called nammative of the PTI, the min-
ister added “1 spoke to the authorties yesterday, including ECP officials. The chief minister also called and
assured me that this issue will be resolved. However, 18 hours have passed and the results have still not been
released,” he said, The JI chief demanded that ROs trying to tamper results must be s.mﬁﬁped and demanded the
ECP take notice.”T am not talking on hearsay, My pary worked hard for the elections and we ran a campaign, We
were the only party that wanted elections. We pui in the effort and ensured that the elections were held We praised
the ECP wheén it fulfilled its responsibility. But if you do something wrong, we will expose you as well Rehman
also wamed the PPP and ECP against depnving people of their nghts, “1F vou want to talk, sit and resolve this
matter but yvou must do things with discipline [ ] we should be giveén our nights and this matter should be
resolved in the next few hours.” he said The JI chief added that if ﬁ'ﬁ& process of counting votes continued on
merit, his party would be able to bring its mayor to Karachi. “But attempts are being made to tum us into a minor-
ity. I want to tell the chief election commissioner, Bilawal, CM and election staff to not take measures that force
us 1o stage a protest,” Rehman added Meanwhile, Minister for Climate Change Sherry Rehman congratulated
parly supporters today on the “victory of the PPP in the second phase of the local government elections™ “The
arrow 15 leading the way in Karachi INP

Ishaq Dar assures
exporters on import of
raw materials

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Finance and
Revenue Atftairs Senator Ishag Dar has announced all-
out support for exporters, promising government's help
to them Tor importing raw materials

In a tweet uploaded on Monday, Tshag Dar said
export industry was one of highest priorities of the gov-
ermiment .

He further said five zero-rated export-onented sec-
tors and all other exporters will be given complete
Facilitation for import of raw matenal, parts and acees-
sores to meet therr export requirements.

Export Industry is one of Highest Priority of our
Govt, Five (previously) Zero Rated Export Oriented
Sectors & all other Exporters will be mven complete
facilitation for import of Raw Matenial, Parts and
Accessories 1o meet their Export requirements

The finance minister’s tweet came among desperate
efforts by import-based sectors to seek help trom other
sources than the overnmeni

One such example was of All Pakistan Textile Mills
Association {APTMA) Patron-in-Chief Gohar Ejaz
who had written a letter to the Amencan ambassador in
Islamabad requesting him to arrange loan of two bil-
lion dollars for Pakistan to import cotton from the US

Gohar Ejaz also wrzed the US government to
announce concessional loans for Pakistan’s textile
industry.

WQORLD
"CONOMIC
FORUM

eoy o provide easy eredit for imporing cotton from
the LIS since the textile industry in Pakistan 1s facing a
shortage of 10 million cotton bales this yvear due to
couniry's economic slowdown, the letter says

Gohar Ejaz also mentioned that letters of eredit
(LCs) of textile industry were not being opened for cot-
Lon i por X

Pakistan had imported cotton from the Umited States
last vear for a total of %1 48 billion and orders for 1.2
million bales of cotton impon from US have been
booked so far this year, he added

1o addition, the Patron-In-Chief of the APTMA stat-
ed that 3.5 million cotton bales from the US might be
imported with a two-billion-dollar loanIn a tweet
uploaded on Monday, Ishaq Dar said export industry
was one of highest prionities of the government

He further said five zero-rated export-onented sec-
tors and all other exporers will be given complete
facilitation for import of raw matenal, pans and acces-
sores to meet their export requirements. B

Export Industry is one of Highest Priority of our
Crowt, Five [f)l'&vl(mﬂ_\.-_l Lero Rated Expont Oriented
Sectors & all other Exporters will be given complete
facilitation for import of Raw Matenal, Parts and
Accessories 1o meet their Export requirements

The finance minister’s tweet came among desperate
efforts by import-based sectors to seek help from other

DAVOS: Federal Minister for Climate Change Senator Sherry Rehman si‘leaks while represent
Pakistan at the World Economic Forum i,WE'F:I Annual Meeting in Davos,

LHC seeks reply IHC moved for

on plea seekin 5 g o ' .
mtﬂ.g rights .2 | establishing legislative

overseas a Sse m b ly in IS la m a ba d Moreover, the LS government should devise a strat-  sources than the government INP
Pakistanis ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad _ The lawyer argued that he was ECP I'EjEEtS Japanese ggvernment EKtEﬂdS
talking about the basic rights o

LAHORE: The Lahore High Court
(LHC) has sought a w:s.p(msc:?’mrn the
federal and Pumjab governments on
the plea seeking the provision of vot-
ing rights to overseas Pakistani

Justice Shahid Karim of LHC heard
the petitions against of Intemational
Lawyers Association Punjab against
the non-provision of voting rights to
overseas Pakistanis After imitial argu-
ments, the Lahore High Court (LHC)
sought a reply from the federal, and
Punmjab governments and other con-
cermed. o

The association in its plea stated
that overseas Pakistanis send foreign
remittances to the country and deny-
ing the right to vote to them is a viola-
tion of basic rights, The count pleaded
o pass an order to pl(!l'-"id-t", vl
riglt_l!s e overseas Pakistanis

Carlier, Mational Assembly
approved a bill depriving overseas
Pakistanis of their right to vote,
reversing reforms introduced by the
previcus PTI government for their
voting rights, After the passage of the
bill, the overseas Pakistanis would not
be able to cast their vote from abroad
however they could cast their voles
while residing in Pakistan INP

IRSA releases

26,000 cusecs

water

ISLAMABAD: Indus River
System Authority (IRSA)Y on Monday
refeased 26,000 cusecs water from
various nm stations with inflow of
42 000 cusecs

According to the dafa released by
[RSA, water level in River Indus at
Tarbela Dam was 149803 feet and
was 10003 feet higher than its dead
level of 1,398 feet. Water inflow and
outflow in the dam was recorded as
16,900 cusecs while outflow as 8 000
CLSECE,

The water level in River JThelum at
Mangzla Dam was 1122 75 feet, which
was 7275 feet higher than its dead
level of 1,050 feet The inflow and
outflow of water was recorded 7,200
cusecs and 100 cusecs respectively,

The release of water at Kalabagh,
Taunsa . Guddu and Sokkur was
recorded 13,700, 17 800, 4,000 and
4,100 cusecs respectively, Similarly,
from River Kabul, a toal of 11,400
cusecs of water released at Nowshera
and 0,500 cusecs released from River
Chenab at Marala INP

Former SC Bar
President Afridi
killed in firing
incident

PESHAWAR: Prominent lawyer
and former President Supreme Court
Bar Association Abdul Latil' Afridi
was Killed when . another Tawwver
gpened fire on him in the High Court
Bar Room of Peshawar High Court
(PHC) on Monday

The attacker who claimed to be a
lawyer himself was arrested from the
crime scene. The litigants started to
leave after the administration shut
down Peshawar High Court’s gates
and barred entry of people. The dead
body was sent to Afndi’s ancestral vil-
lagze in an ambulance, the spokes INP

Karachi records
coldest morning
of season

KARACHI Karachi recorded the
coldest day of the season on Sunday as
the minimum temperature dropped
67 in the metropolis, according to
Pakistan Meteorological Depaitment
(PMD) The Met department said the
area of Jinnah Terminal was the cold-
est spot in Karachi, where temperature
was recorded at 4.3°C, Cold and dry
weather is likely to prevail in the
metropolis for the next couple of days,
according to weather department

Undear this weather inlTouence, the
minimum  temperature  may drop
between 5 and 7 degrees Celsius in
Karachi, | to 3 degrees INP

High Court on Monday heard a
etition seeking to establish a
egislative assembly in the feder-
al capital on the pattern of other
such assemblies in all the
provinces of the country

The high court issued notices
to the Federation and attorney
general of Pakistan seceking their
replies by March 27

The petition filed on behalf of
S8 Yawar Gardezi was heard by
Islamabad High Court Justice
Mohsin Akhtar Kivami

The lawver of the petitioner
requested the court 1o direct the
federal government to do the
necessary legislation required to
establish a legislative assembly
in Islamabad.

Justice  Kivani inguired
whether the court could pass an
order directing the government
to do the legislation or amend
the constitution.

Islamabad residents. He gave
examples of the capitals of
Australia and India where such
assemblies exist

The judge inguired if it was a
separate system other than the
local government sefup

The lawyer replied in affirma-
five. He requested the judee to
direct the federal government in
this regard and then it would be
the Federation’s prerogative how
it would accomplish it

He argued that Islamabad is
only area in the enlire country
which does not have its own
assembly and federal capital
does not come under the juris-
ﬁ}cﬁun of any provincial assem-

v

“The court after issuing notices
to federal government and attor-
ney general put off the hearing
till March 27, INP

Japanese Govt extends
project loan effective
period upto 31th Dec

ISLAMABAD The Japanese
rovernment extended the project
oan effective period upto 31
December 2024 of ongoing loan
project “Punjab Transmission and
Grid Stations. Project (1).  The
loan agreement was signed on 3rd
May 2008 under which JICA pro-
vided project-based loan of
Japanese Yen 11,943, 000, 0007

In this regard, the letter of
amendment of loan agreement has
been  signed  between  Japan
International Cooperation Agency
(JICA) Headquarter, Tokyo, Japan
and Ministry of Economic Affairs,
Ciovernment of Pakistan,
Additionally, JICA also accepted

the ublization of remaining proj-
ect loan amount for  (Tood
FESpOnSe,

e extension of loan utiliza-
tion pericd will enable Mational
Transmission and Dispatch Co
Ltd (NTDC) to utilize remaining
balance for the procurement of

necessary materials as replenish-
ment of essential materials in
NTDC Warchouses which were
urgency utilized for repair and
maintenance of national transmis-
sion lines affected in the devastat-
ed flood 2022 across Pakistan,
The main objectives of this
L’!'L’?j&l:tﬁ were o improve the relia-
ility and quality of power supply
through the 1-Ed::]¢;im1 of oulages
and voltage fluctuation and to
meet  the fast-growing load
demand by strengthening  trans-

mission _systems in  Punjab
rovince. Through JICA support,
ITDC has built one 500 kV Grid

Station Rahim Yar Khan, 560/220
kY grid station at Faisalabad West
along with associated transmis-
sion line, 220kV GIS grid station
at Shalamar, Lahore along wath
associated transmission lines The
newly constructed 500/220 LV
grid station at Faisalabad West
along with associated INP

Fort Munro to be

developed as tourists’
destination: DG KDA

MUZAFFARGABRH: Durector
Cieneral koh-g-5uleman
Development Authority Babar
Bashir said that all possible efforts
werg bemng made to facilitate
tourists at Fort Munro and provide
them best tourist places like
Murree.

During his visit to different
areas of Fort Munro on Mlomday,
the Dy Koh-e-Suleman
Development Authority said that
the projects of 30-kilometer roads
were being completed with funds
of Rs 250 mallion, He said that the
officers concerned have been
directed to complete all ongoing
development projects at the earli-
est He said that the road projects
were being completed for easy
access of tourists visiing Demis
Lake, Anari Top, Kalma Chowk,
Khar Bazaar ané Fort Munro Top.

He said that the Koh-e-Suleman
Development Authority was striv-

ing hard to provide Murree-like
Facilities to tourists at Fort Munmo,

He said that after completion of
all ongoing development projects,
Fort Munro would be one the best
tourist place During his visil 1o
different areas of Fort Munro on
Monday, the DG Koh-e-Suleman
Development Authority said that
the projects of 30-kilometer roads
were being completed with Tunds
of Rs 250 million. He smd that the
officers concermed have been
directed to complete all ongoing
development projects at the earhi-
est. He said that the road projects
were bemng completed For easy
access of tourists visiting Demis
Lake, Anari Top, Kalma Chowk.
khar Bazaar and Fort Munro Top
He sad that the Koh-e-Suleman
Development Authority was striv-
ing hard to provide Murmee-like
facilities to tourists at Fort
Munro. INP

rigging
allegations

HYDERABAD
Provincial Election
Commissioner Aljaz
Anwar  Chohan  on
Monday rubbished the
rigging allegations in the
local government  elec-
fions  in  Karachi  and
Hyderabad divisions due
to delay in results, sayving
that the Election
Commission of Pakistan
{ECP) had a "strict moni-

toring”  mechanism  to
ensure free and fair elec-
lions

The results of the

much-delaved local body
election's second phase in
Sindh  could not be
finalised even past noon
on the day after polls,
which gave rise to claims
of "rgzing" and results
being  engineered in
Karachi

He said that there are
around 25 constituencies
ina UC and the RO has to
miake Form 11 and 12 for
each of the constituencies
Chohan further stated that
a presiding officer has to
make five separate forms
for four categones for a
single polling stahon, and
then these forms are sent
to the ROs. "All 11 and 12
forms were handed over
to the ROs in Karachi by
1lam today,” he said
Responding to the claims
of rigeing, Chohan clari-
fied sﬁ"fm ECP had a very
strict monitoring mechs-
nism and he can confi-
dently say that no official
was Invelved in ngging
He asked the mlj[jcagl' ar-
ties to trust that the "ECP
is aware of its constitu-
tional responsibality and
15 serious m holding free
and fair elections" INP

ATC sends PTI
MPA on two-day
physical remand

KARACHI: An anti-
terrorism court (ATC) on
Monday handed owver
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
{PTI) MPA Amjad Afridi
e police on  two-day
physical remand. | ;

Afndi along with his
two brothers was arrested
in Karachi for allegedly
{::ns:s;esmug a weapon and

allot papers during the

vote count in the second
phase of local govern-
ment (LG) elections, ATC
Karachi has also sought a
medical report of PTI
MPA from the pofice till
January 18

PTIl leader named
Amjad  Afridi WS
arrested in Karachi on
Sunday  for  “waving
weapon and possessing
ballot book™ The police
have also shared the video
of Amjad Afridi’s arrest.

In a statement, the
police said the PTI leader
threatened INP

loan for Punjab Transmission
Grid Stations Project

ISLAMABAD: I'he Japanese
Government has extended the project
loan effective period upto 31 December
2024 of the ongoing loan Spru:gect
“Punjab Transmission and Grid Stations
Project {(Phase [)”

¢ loan agreement was signed on 3rd
May 2008 wunder which Japan
International  Cooperation  Agency
(ICA) provided a project-based loan of
lapanese Yen 11.943 hllion (approx
L'é?ﬂ 119.1 million)

Iev this regard, the letter of amendment
of the loan agreement has been sipned
between JICA Headguarters, Tokvo,
Japan, and the Ministry of Economic
Affairs, Govermnment of Pakistan

Additionally, JICA also accepted the ufi-
lization of the remaining project loan
amount for flood response, said a press

release issued here by the Japanese
Embassy in Islamabad on Monday

The extension of the loan utilization

eriod will enable Mational

ransmission and Dispatch Co Lid
E‘\iTI'}L—"] to utilize the remaining balance
or ihl'.' I_'IT{:IIS-IJFL“'I'III.':TII (,'I-F'I'ICI:{!:iSIIF}' maten-
als as replenmishment of esséntial maten-
als in NTDC Warehouses which were
urgency utilized for repair and mainte-
nance of natipnal transmission lines
affected in the devastated flood 2022
across Pakistan,

The main objectives of this project
were to improve the reliability and qual-
ity of power supply through the reduc-
non of outazes and voltage fluctuation
and to meet the fast-srowing load
demand by sirengthening transmission
systems in Punjab province INP

ISLAMABAD: Higher l'.dumion Commission (HEC) Dr. Mukhtar .&I:unﬂi

called on Speaker National Assembly Raja Pervaiz Ashraf at parliament house,

Masood Khan honoured

with Dr. Martin Luther

King Legacy Award for
diplomacy, int’l

WASHINGTON:Pakistan’s
Ambassador to the United States,
Masood Khan, was honoured
Sunday with Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Legacy Award for
Diplomacy and Intermational
Service” 1n recognition of his
commitment. leadership and sery-
1ce,

The award. named after the
leader of he American civil rights
movement in mid-50s, was con-
ferred on the Pakistani envoy at
the 31st International Salute to
the Life and Legacy of the late Dr,
}{in%,duom‘cncd by Institute for

the Advancement of Multicultural
and Minority Medicine
(TAMMMN.

The ceremony, held ay Willard
InterContinental Washington
D.C.. was attended by more than
150 guests, including US law-
makers, diplomats, entrepreneurs,
commumnity leaders and educa-
tionists  from Washington and
across the United States. accord-
ing to a Pakistani embassy’s press
release The coveted award is con-
ferred annually as part of the
commemaorative celebrations in
honour of the late Dr. King's
birthday, which is celebrated on
January 135 Ambassador Masood
Khan was also nominated as the
Honorary Chairman of Martin
Luther King International
Salute. INP

Senate condemns

renowned lawyer

Afridi’s murder in
PHC premises

ISLAMABAD: The Senate on
Monday strongly condemned the
killing of prominent lawyer and ex-
MMNA Abdul Latif Afridi in the High
Court Bar Room of Peshawar High
Court (PHC), directing the provincial
authorities to update the Upper House
of the Parliament about the inguiry
report of the madent daily.

As the House proceedings started.
Minister for Law and Justice Aram
MNazeer Tarar drew the attention of the
chair and lawmakers towards the mur-
der of Abdul Latif Afndi, who also
served the lawvers community as pres-
ident of the Supreme Court Bar
Association (SCBA).

The minister paid tribute to the

deceased for his mentorious services

for the welfare of the poor segments of
the society, the struggle for rule of law
and constitution, besides the promo-
tion of democratic norms in the coun-
try angd protection of human rights

Tarar also recalled his active role in
succeeding the lawyers' movement for
an independent and vibrant judiciary.
He reguested  Senate ‘hairman
Muhammad Sadig Sanjrani to direct
the authorities of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa to complete the inquiry
into the incident without showing any
nesligence.

He questioned the credibility of law
enforcement departments as to how a
[person mana;eci to carry a weapon in
the bar room that was used in the mur-
der of Abdul Latif Afridi INP




