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NA speaker
accepts resignation
of 34 PTI MINAs

Mahmood sends

summary for dissolution of
KP assembly to governor

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Chief Minister Mahmood
Khan on Tuesday sent the
ﬁummari,' for the dissolu-
tion of the Elrmincial leg-
islature to Governor Haji
Ghulam Al

The move comes after
the dissolution of the
Punjab Assembly as PTI
Chairman Imran Khan
inches closer to fulfilling
his promise of disassoci-
ating from the “current
corrupt political system™
by qlu[ilmg the two
assemblies where he is in
pUwer

Article 112(1)
of the

Constitution

of the Islamic
I “It the governor does ment spokesperson  promised to dissolve the
prubhf not dissolve the assembly  Barmister Muﬁtammﬂd Al KP provincial assembly
The chief minister’s 048 hours, it will [auto-  Saif had told Dawn.com following the dissolu-
T i «f matically] stand dis- that the summary for the tion of the PA. saying a
Mahmood Khan chief S0ived on Thursday,” he  dissolution of the assem-  summary to this effect
minister Khyber Said, adding that the bly would be sent to the would " be sent to
Pakhtunkhwa, in pur- Move would pave the governor before mid-  Governor Ali on

suance of provisions of mﬁ’g&rﬁﬁ?ga] elections  night January 17 (today)

Article 112(1) of the i ey i 1 “According to the
Constitution  of  the ]P"‘-'"‘”_'":]a]_mé““_’“jr f‘;r DLTS{?{HHGH ﬂf orders [issugl;d] from
Islamic.  Republic of ccmcgtdr}'_dn Shahiam Punjab KP leader Tmran Khan, a
Pakistan, do hereby for- i‘( ane u’lc':ﬁ:a?cnai ;;;'ﬂ Nt summary for dissolution
ward my advice for disso- MR C#EEL MESL gssemblies  of the KP assembly will

lution of KP Assembly on
January 17, 2023, at
17-00 hours.”
PTI leader Fawad
Chaudhry said that the
KP chief minister, in
accordance  with  the
party’s decision and the
directives issued by

i had forwarded the < e o & €

S:ﬂ:ﬁﬂ}, ?fol?:;eaiﬂigsulu? (@ ImranKhanPTI, he of the move

tion {:P the provincial S8d. . Subsequently,
assembly. Earlier, KP govern- Mahmood had

Assembly would be dis-
solved by tonight

“This will be a moment
for all of us where we
will be standi_n{g t|;:n:n.|u.']
and more confiden
Imran Khan, We are from
the public and the public

Punjab
with Balighur

Over the weekend,
the Punjab Assembly
(PA) stood dissolved as The
Governor  had
Rehman
excused himself from
the process, saving he
could not become a part

be sent to the governor
on Tuesday,” the CM
had said in a tweet.
announcement
come after an
online meeting between
Imran, the KP cabinel
and former KP governor
Shah Farman at the CM
House,
CM Addressing the B86th
also  cabinet meeting today,

CM Mahmood thanked
the government and
opposition MPAs apart
from the provincial
bureaucracy for the last
four years that passed
by happil

“1 1 anE'lhe ublic of

KP for posing their trust
in me,” he added. “In
the upcoming general
elections, we will estab-
lish a government with
a two-thirds majority in
the entire country”

The chief minister
said there was instahili-
ty in the country due to
imported rulers and that
getting rid of the cor-
rupt gsang had become
inevitahle

On Januwary 15, PML-
M supreme leader
MNawaz Sharif attending
an impottant part
meeting via video lin
from London  had
directed its leaders and
workers to start prepar-
ing for elections in
Punjab and Fledged that
the federal coalition
would not be “black-
mailed” by the PTI
chief’s demand to hold
snap elections in the
country

A party insider had
told Bawn that Nawaz
was categorical about
Imran’s demand to hold
snap polls in the coun-
try, “Nawaz had said .
come what may, we will
not be blackmailed by
Khan’s demand. The
seneral elections will be
ﬁcld on time (Oct-Nov
2023)."Web DesK

Beautiful view of
SRS Hanna Lake Quetta

attracts ourists

Army aware of
external enemies’
‘nefarious designs’
to disturb peace in

Balochistan: COAS

Chief of Army Staff
General Asim Munir said
on  Tuesday that the
Pakistan Atmy was aware
of the “nefarious designs
of external enemies of
Pakistan™ to disturh the
peace in Balochistan,

According to a press
release issued by the Tnter
Services Public Relations
(ISPR), the army chief
made the remarks while
visiting the province's
Khuzdar and Basima
areas,

Received by
Quetta Corps
Commander Lt
Gen Asif
Ghafoor

[ O e e ———
The ISPR statement
said Gen Munir was
briefed on the prevail-

ments to destabilise
Balochistan,”
staternent said.

“We are aware of
the nefarious designs
of external enemies of
Pakistan to disturb the
hard-earned peaceful
envIronment
Balochistan,™

encd, with terronist
the groups executing
attacks with  near
impunity across the
couniry.

Insurgents mn
Balochistan have also
stepped up their vio-

in lent activities and for-
the malised a nexus with

ng security sSiuation - repp oiapement quoted the outlawed Tehreek-
and :]_le 1Qrmal'unds the army chief as say- 1-Taliban Pakistan
operational prepared- . He ‘also said that (TTP)

ness, along with meas-
ures being taken to
ensure a “peaceful and
SECUre environment

“While interactin
with troops, COA
emphasised on main-
taining optimum oper-
ational readiness to
thwart attempts by
foreign sponsored and
supported hostile ele-

the army’'s deployment The year
and operations were
“focused™ in
Balochistan to provide
an “enabling environ-
ment for benevolent
people-centric socioe-
1 develop-
ment” Over the past
few months, the law
and order situation in
the country has wors-

being

conomic

2022
ended with December
as the deadliest month
for Pakistan as the
country suffered as
many as 376 terror
attacks in the year that
resulted in an
increased number of
casualties in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and
Balochistan

Lawyers observe boycott of courts

Staff Reporter

QUETTA: Members of the
legal fraternity observed boy-
cott of courts i Balochistan
against the killing of senior
lawyer Lanf Afridi on Tuesday,

The Balochistan Bar Council
(BBC) had piven the call of
boycott to moum and condemn
the killing of former president
of the Supreme Court Bar
Association, Latif Afridi.

“This is a sad day for us”,
Rahib  Buledi, the senior
lawyers leader said in a state-
ment issued on Tuesday mom-
ing. He said the killing of senior
lawyer in the court ises
exposes the security of judicial
places.

against Killing of Latif Afridi

i 5 W
R T T T
No lawyers appeared before
the court of law across the
province to moum and protest
the killing of senior lawyer.
Latif Afridi was killed in a

il

E LIRS
r nises
of Pngshawar High Cam"tpjﬁ"HC].
Police ame the killer and
termed the killing as the result
of a tribal enmity.

PDMA issues alert in view of rain
and snowtfall in Balochistan

MNews Desk

Provincial
Mana

the national highways, Mr  rescue personnel are present in
Langove added. the areas affected b
Pakistan  Army. Health rains and snowfall,

Department, Motorway Police,

_ Ihsaster
ent Authority (PDMA)
Balochistan has issued an alert
on Tuesday in view of rain and
snowfall in the province.
Negligence will not be tolerated
and. all arrangements must be
completed to cope with the
expected rain and snowfall™
Provincial Minister for PDMA,
Mir Zia Ullah Langove said.
The Minister mentioned that
teams are directed to remain on
high alert in view of possible
rams, snowfall, and floods. All
machinery has been brought to

have been

added.

admimistration of all districts
taken on board,
Director General PDMA Naseer
Masir stated. Missionary and

In view of the possible closure
of highways, orders have been
|ssue§ to vacate all government
rest houses in Ziarat, “All
arrangements have been com-
leted and teams have been
ormed to restore traffic on
national  lghways”, Director
PDMA Attaullah Mengal said,
Warm clothes have heen
delivered to PDMA Village in
Khan Mehtarzar and PDMA
contral room 15 functional as
well as in full communication
with Deputy Commissioners of
all districts, the DG PDMA

mentioned. _
Deput Direetor  Admin,
Faisal Tariq said that warm
clothes have been delivered to
the flood affected people of all
districts through the concerned

Deputy Commissioners.

Pakistan
concerned over
rising militancy

Gas pipeline
blown up in
Bolan, supply

Beautiful view of Hanna
Lake Quetta attracts ourists

Sy Al St along Pak-Afghan | to Quetta affected
oI B, b fmow o border oo Somaleni

Hanna Lake located some 25 kilo-
meters north of Quetta. The view

MACH: A gas pipeline

of the lake full of clear water is
the center of attraction for
tourists? Silence prevails and very
few tourists roam in the valley
The tourists had covered their
faces to protect themselves from
cold chilly weather,

The beautiful view of Hanna
Lake, the country’s famous tourist
point attracts tourists. After a lon
time, the lake is now filled wit
clean water, and tourists roam in
boats to Euw::ﬁ-_lhe cold weather of
Quetta,  Pakistan™s  mountain-
nnged city,

The Hanna Lake had turned into
a desert a few years back because
of the drought-hit-like situations

in Quetta and other parts of

Balochistan: However, the lake

was filled with clean water after
heavy rainfall in Quetta this sum-
mer. After lake was earlier giving
4 deserted look and there were no
toursts.

NA speaker accepts
resignation of 34 PTI MNAs

The Election Commission of
Pakistan on Tuesday (ECP) de-
notified 34 PTI MNAs after their
resignations were am::fted by
Mational Assembly Speaker Raja

Fawad Ahmed, Sanayllah Khan
Mastikhel, Hammad Azhar, Shafgai
Mahmood, Malik Muhammad
Amir Dogar, Shah Mahmood
Chureshi, Zarta) Gul, Faheem Khan,

NEW YORK: Voicing
concern over the uptick in
militancy along the Pak-
Afphan border, Pakistan's
UN  Ambassador has
wamned that unless the
economic_ situation
improves in Afghanistan,
the Taliban may bemn to
lose members to more
militant groups like 15158
or ISIL. ] )

In an interview with
Mewsweek, a leading
Amencan magazine, the
Pakistani envoy specifi-
cally named insurgent
outfits such as the Tehrnk-
e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
and  the Balochistan
Liberation Army (BLAJ),
hoth of which have
increasingly targeted
Pakistani personnel and
civilians, but also the
regional 1S1S Khorasan
branch, called 1SI5-K or
ISIL-K, sayving that Some-
times  these  oroups
worked together against

a situation in Afohanistan
where the Taliban need to
be convinced to deal with
all of the temrorist move-
ments not only ISIL-K,
which they are fighting,
but others.” Akram said.
“We understand the situa-
tion, but we have to find
an effective strategy of
dealing with it.”

In addition to TTP and
BLA, he said that other
rroups such as the East

urkestan Islamic
Movement (ETIM) com-
rising of militants of
lyghur descent, and
Islamic Movement of
Uzbekistan (IMLU} com-
rising of militants of
EI?J:M:J: descent also need-
ed to be combated, But he

was blown up in a
explosion in Balochistan
Bolan area on Tuesday
evening. e
Miscreants had planted an™=="
mmprovised explosive device (IED) close to a Eﬂs
pipeline in the mountainous Bolan valley, The [ED
exploded with big bang damaging 12 inch gas pipeline.
‘ork on the repair of the gas pipeline would be start-
ed tomorrow in the morming, Agha Samiullah, the
Deputy Commissioner Bolan said
he blast has affected the gas supply to Quetta and
other parts of Balochistan, the DC stated

Hussain Larkoon

omb £

Methane gas leaves four
coal miners unconscious
in Dukki mine

said such efforts on the
gart of the Taliban would
e difficult to achieve as
long as the government
found short on income.
“It"s obvious that 15IL-
K 15 hecoming stronger

Methane gas lefi fourg
coal miners UNConscious
inside a coal mi 1
Balochistan's Dukki dis-
trict on Tuesday Rescue)
workers and fellow min-*

mine 1ngs

Pervaiz Ashraf. Saifur  Rehman, Muyhammad | Pakistan's interests, and they're mettimg | Lo Con o s aMeoted ™ TRt
The PTI had resigned en masse Alamgir Khan, Syed Ali Haider “We have to deal with money from outside™ | Co oot BN fecniad Four unconsciaus caal
fmits s holse of el e Zaidh Arab Hustain’ S, | i Ambassador v Ak ssid. IF | e | Dne g ueses sl s e, o
owin e ouster o 'l chi taullah, Afta ehangir, § said, “and we are deter- Taliban do not have : - : A =
Imran Khan in April last vear Muhammad Aslam Kh%n mined to deal with this  enough money, they may quarters hospital Dukki for medical treatment.

Subsequently, the NA speaker had
accepted only 11 of the resigna-
tions, stating that the remainin
lawmakers would be summone
individually for verification.

The notification issued by the
electoral watchdog today, a copy of
which is available wath Dawn.com,
stated that the lawmakers were de-
notified “with immediate effect”.

The de-notified lawmakers

j— T A

include Murad Saeed, Omar Ayub
Khan, Asad Qaiser, Pervaiz
Khattak, Imran Khattak, Shehaa-‘ar
Afridi, Ali Amin Khan, Noonl
Sadn, Raja Khurram Shahzgﬁ

awaz, All Nawaz Awan, Asad
Lmar, Sadagat Ali Khan, Ghulam
Sarwar Khan, Sheikh Rashid
Shafique, Mansoor Hayat Khan,

Muhammad Najeeb Haroon an
(asim Khan Sun

Two PTI lawmakers elected on
reserve seats — Aliya Hamza
Malik and Kanwal Shauzab —
were also de-notified.

In addition to the 34 PTI law-
makers, the ECP also de-notified
Awami Muslim League (AML)
g:;eiiz' Sheikh Rashid med. Web

5

internally.”

And while he said,
“we've dealt with this in
the past.” he wamed that
new challenges have
emerged in  trving  to
influence the Taliban-led
sovernment that taking
on all of these groups was
in its immediate interest

“Mow we have we have

lose some of their fac-
tions to ISIL-K. s0 it's a
very disturbing  situa-
tion."Pakistani
Minister Bilawal Bhutto
Zardan spoke with his
Afghan counterpart, Amir
Khan Muttaq, on
Thursday, offenng his
condolences over the ter-
rorist. INP

Foreign | The coa

“The condition of all miners is now stable”, hospital
sources told Daily Quetta Voice. The miners have been
discharged after the provision of first aid, they said
miners belong to Afghanistan and have been
working in mines for last more than a decade.

Hazardous working conditions inside the coal mines
of Balochistan have claimed thousands of precious
human hves. Despite repeated appeals and cnticism by
labor organizations and nghts groups, the government
and mine owners are yet to improve working condi-
tions for coal miners in Balochistan,
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Destination of electables is PPP
in Balochistan nowadays

The Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP). which failed to win a single seat dur-
ing the general elections of 2018 in Balochistan is finally back. Electables,
commeonly called the ever-green and influential politicians have been join-

g the party for last more than a month. The seismic

olitical shift in

Balochistan 15 nothing new. Switching of loyalties and changing political
parties normally take a place before every general election in the province,

which covers half of the count
Winds of change binwmﬁ m
“Winds of change are

was the Jamiat ul Ulema e Islam

in terms of area
alochistan

_ : re blowing in Balochistan”, 15 a commonly held
notion in villages and cities of the &mvmce these days. Earlier this %,-ear_ it

party, However, PPP filled the vacuum.

)} with electables joining the religious

Asif Zardari has no time to visit Balochistan because of crowds join-

inﬁ the party

PP supremo Asif Al Zardari has no time to visit Balochistan to
announce the joiming of the electables because of the rush The
electables/evergreen politicians thronged the Bilawal House in Karachi and

started joining the
there.

PP and the party leaders preferred to receive them

Former federal mimister Sardar Fateh Muhammad Muhammad Hassam
his son Umair Muhammad Hassani, Nawabzada Jamal Raisani, the son of
Nawabzada Siraj Raisani, former Balochistan Minister, Tahir Mehmood
Khan, Mir Mohyuddin Baloch, the former central leader of the Baloch
Students Organization (BSO), Mir Fareed Raisani and others joined the

arty in Karachi. Three former provincial ministers including Mir Zahoor

uledi, Saleem Khan Khoso and Arif Jan Muhammad Hassani have already

joined the party.

Sardar Noor Ahmed Banglutzal also joined the PPP

Sardar Noor Ahmed Bangu

zal who is likely to contest elections against

former Chief Minister Nawab Muhammad Aslam Raisani in Mastung has

also jomed PPP

As the ruling Balochistan Awami Party (BAP) nears its permanent col-
lapse, its leaders and workers have started joining other political parties.

The BAP, which emerged as the largest
2018 general elections has practical

arliamentary party prior to the
collapsed since 1ts incumbent CM

Mir Quddus Bizenjo, and president Jam Kamal Khan are in contact with
other political parties for joining.

Despite ruling the province for five years, currently, none owns the party
and gradually everyvone parts ways with it.

Time for decisive action

By Humayun Akhtar Khan

Mever before in recent
decades has Pakistan
been in such a state of eri-
sis. Our economy, politics
and society are in disar-
ay.

About the economy,
the question being asked
is. ‘will we soon default?”
The combination of
external debt, imports,
and forex  exchange
reserves leave many won-
dering. Understandably,
the focus at present is on
survival

But even when Elulic:yv
makers take a longer
view of the economy,
soundbites about
growth and IMF pro-
grammes replace vision
and strategy. There 15 no
deeper  mquiry about
what 1s best for the coun-
try. Whether GDP growth
results from increase in
manufactured goods or
from one-time spending
of I:loi_'mwmﬁ_ does not
ﬁgﬁr& in our discussion.

or do we discuss how
to use the IMF pro-
gramme to strengthen the
country’s economic fun-
damentals and  avoid
future crises. Both agn-
culmre and manufaciur-
ing are in decline, conse-
iéuent]y plunging exports.
low accumulation of
capital and slow produc-
tivity rowth  have
reduced the economy's
potential for growth

For years, the apparent
object of our economic
policy has been fo survive
the curment economic cri-
sis by piling debt on debt,

until the next one comes
along, We continued to
take on more debt from
wherever it came, includ-
ing at very high rates
from the bond market. No
one gave any thought to
how it would be repaid,
Since 2008, Pakistan's
total stock of debt and lia-
bilities has grown by 5§85
billion, We have paid
gbout $114 bilhon since
2008, )Iret the debt stock
has still grown by S85
billion. A more flawed
economic policy is hard
to find,

Until a few years ago,
the debate in Pakistan
about economic growth
centred on whether we
are a secutity or a devel-
opment state. That line of
thought suggested that we
may be spending too
much on defence at the
expense of the economy,
The debate is redundant
now. 5o much of govern-
ment spending goes to
paying interest on loans
that all expenses, includ-
ing defence, have taken a
back seat. [n fiscal 22, the
federal government spent
almost 85 per cent of its
net receipis on interest.
Most other expenses are
met from borrowing.

Ohar troubles are not for
want of capital. They
result from unimaginative
policies, Post 9711, the
country was awash in for-
eign exchange. By 2008,
we had spent 1t all and
were back with the IMF
with a sudden 40 per cent
devaluation. There was

nothing to show for the
money spent.
_ Much of the debt went
into meeting imports and
debt servicing needs,
Two-thirds of our exter-
nal debt has been spent
on the budget and BoP,
ﬁnd i:.‘-ﬂlg.r nni-thwdﬁ on
Vel ent. rt from
CPECUpTinnvesth:nt, the
debt amount was not
invested. Even the CPEC
ij_ec:ts selected by
Pakistan have not so far
increased our ability to
repay. There was no
‘game changer’,
Economic partners no
longer take us at our
word. In over a year, end-
less discussions with the
IMF have borne little
frut. All commitments to
the IMF are now ‘prior
achion’ because we have
lost their trust. Even tra-
ditional partners, China
and Saudi Arabia, are
reluctant to help. They
know that this patient is
addicted to life support
The key question that
needs to be asked by eco-
nomic planners is where
we want the economy to
go from here. What kind
of an economy Pakistan
aims to have in five, ten
or even fifty vears.
Specious talk about wani-
ing o be a knowledge
economy or a producer of
high-tech goods does not
cul it il we do not put in
the needed hard work and
imvestment into  these
ideas, . .
Political capacity too 1s
fragile. With elections in

a fer’ éijuqﬂ'éshand the
people dizzied by prices
and taxes, the back and
torth in the commitments
made to the IMF shows
the ng.emmem‘s
quandary. This 1s the
cumulative effect of the
inability of successive
governments to offer a
serious  vision for the
economy,  Expediency
and special interests are
no substitute for strategy.
It i5 time to get serious
Bluster can no longer
work as policy, nor as
negotiating  strategy, We
must have a plan not just
to exit the present crisis,
but also to put the econo-
my on a surer footing for
the future. While taking
the difficult measures to
restore the IMF  pro-
gramme, the government
must look at the future.
The restored IMF pro-
z_ﬂ'amme will only see us
t MIE:EI another year or
two. And it will further
increase our debt, What
happens next? )

e may like to weigh
the pros and cons of seek-
ing external debt relief.
Beoth the IMF and G20
have established mecha-
nisms  for doing so.
Decision-makers  must
decide on which is best. [
do not recommend debt
rescheduling, as that
merely postpones servic-
1z wille 1Increasimg l1a-

ity

Tlge money saved must
zo to paving back the
remaining debt at a faster
rate and Investing to

increase the productivity
of the private sector,
Gradually, new debt
should be for projects
only, such that the econo-
my essentially needs for
growth and exports.

We have not seen pro-
longed periods of growth,
The economy will not

row by targeting just a
ew firms or sectors,
Overall demand must
increase. For that, the
income and purchasin
power of the majority o
our people must increase.

Even within the present
constraints, we must find
ways to increase private
investment. They do not
have to be in large indus-
tries _ alone,
Entrepreneurship at all
levels must grow, espe-
cially small and micro
industnes. The latter’s
need for capital, technol-
ogy or energy s not high
and suits ECOnomy s
present circumstances.

Small firms bring a ot
of wvalue They are
presently operating in an
unhelpfil governance eli-
mate. To facilitate their
growth, they must have
government support. An
economy  prospers when
consumption and produc-
tion increase. With proper
help these small firms
will boost production and

increase purchasing
powWer. ¢ could sow
the seeds of future large

firms. Increasing income
at the micro level would
help growth in demand
for the large industries.

Time for an election

By Mosharraf Zaidi

The polyerisis i
Pakistan rages on. Urgent
39@5!13[&5 agitate the con-

ition of the Pakistani. A
sovereign default may not
be imminent, but an exis-
tential economic crisis
has raged for months,
perhaps years — depend-
g on who 15 measuring
what. How long before
economic  difficulties
cause major social unrest
im Pakistan?

The dissolution of the
Punjab Assembly means
that an already frayed
federal compact could be
tested more s:;fvaa'elﬁ than
al any stage since the 7th
NFC Award and the 18th
Amendment, How much
dissonance between

rovinces and across the
tederation can the exist-
ing system bear before
subnational  narratives
and movements emerge
as key variables in gover-
nance? :

The terronsm of the
TTP has surged in recent
weeks. Can the coun
continue to send its sol-
diers and police person-
nel in harm's way without
a coherent, politically
feasible -g:m;;q'lt::r terrorismm
strategy in place’

Siﬁﬁcant chunks of
post disaster reconstruc-
tion remain pending from
the 2005 earthquake and
the 2010 floods. Will the
reconstruction  of  the
damage caused by the cli-
mate  change induced
superfloods of 2022 fol-
low g different trajectory?

Afghanistan is relative-
!i.' stable after nearly four

ecades, but short periods
of stability there have
always produced long

ericds of instability.

ill the Taliban be able

to sustain their control
over Afghanistan’s terri-
tory in a manner that
evéntually leads to the
end of terronst sanctuar-
ies in that country?
_ Saudi Arabia is chang-
ing rapidly, and for the
better. Does the millenni-
al leadership  of
Pakistan's  most  vital
strategic partner have the
appetite 10 continue deal-
mfg with the dysfunction
of the dinosaurs of the
Pakistani  military and
civilian elite?

China has responded to
the domestic pressures
that the strict Covid-19
Iockdow&: h:n there had
generated by opening up
to travel. Suddenly there
is hope that economic
growth forecasts could be
revised upward. Will a
once-again IrOWIng
China revert to the pre-
pandemic laissez [faire
infrastructure financing
binge in countries like
Pakistan? )

There 150"t an obvious
right or wrong answer o
any of these questions.
Many of the determinants
of these guestions lie out-
side the jurisdiction of
Pakistan ‘or Pakistanis,
Yet there is one thin
common  to them all
They are  substantial
questions. Can a weak
and internally contradic-
toay gmemmen:i scared
of "its own shadow, try
answer such questions!
Mot even a little bt

Pakistan has  been
aching for a free and fair
election since 2018, The
only way the country has
any chance at tackling
these questions is by con-
ducting a truly free and

fair election. Only a gov-
emment with a fresh
mandate - even if such a
mandate 15 conjured up
through a coalition — can
attempt to tackle these
challenges. Absent the
public’s renewed confi-
dence through an elec-
tion, there is no version of
Pakistan that will work.
Of course, an election
and a new mandate, even
a thumping majority, do
not guarantee that the
resulting government will
be able fo tackle these
uestions capably. But
they will be able to tackle
them the way they want,
the way the Pakistani
wants, Since 2018 the
decision of the military
leadership to install &
overnment of its own
iking in Islamabad has
meant that elected civil-
ian leaders have neither
the full agency to sink or
swim on their own, nor
the liability 1o be answer-
able for their decisions, .
Imran Khan's populari-
ty after losing the vote of
no-confidence in 2022 is
not easily explicable or
replicable, but it is not
entirely drawn from his
charisma nor the appeal
of Khan's lies about a
global anti-Khan conspir-
acy. It is also not hinged

on the anti-military tone
that Khan adopted after
being dumped by his

once-upon-a-time
patrons.  What  does
explain some of Khan's
appeal since 2022 is that
he very clearly aligned all
his weaknesses with the
military leadership and
all s strengths as his
oW )

[t seems unlikely that
the PML-N or PPP can
pull off such sophisticat-

ed and effective political
messaging in the weeks
and months to come - but
there should no doubt
about their attempis to do
s0 in the not-too-distant
future. Both PDM mem-
bers wall attemnpt to dis-
tance themselves from
the cool shade of the mil-
itary's bosom  under
which they currently
reside, This 15 4 manoey-
vre both parties have
honed over decades, and
oné that Khan has master-
fully taken from under
their noses.

The military may have
gotten too used to having

power in Pakistan
flow to it and through i,
Things that feel ?‘m are
easy to catch and hard to
quit. Claims of the mili-
tary being neutral or hav-
ing dissociated from poli-
tics were clearly greatly
exaggerated.

All of these factors
make an early and imme-
diate general election
BVEn more imperative,
Mo one in  Pakistan
should be more keen fora
free, fair and credible
general election than the
military - so it can rid
itself of the stench of the
post 2016 era and the
“mistakes’ of 2018, 2022
and everything before,
during and after. But as
ever there are vultures
and parasites lined up
from here to eternity,
ready to argue against the
most obvious way for-
ward for the country,
Three of the argumenis
merit dismantling, early
and often.

The first and most fre-
quent argument against
an immediate election is
the one used by many that
are understandably con-

vinced that absent a PTI
victory, Imran Khan will
refuse to accept the out-
come of any election
This is true and has been

roven in 2013, But what

ppened in 2014 was
more important.  Khan
camped out, kind of, at D
Chowk — and he huffed
and puffed as is his wont,
but he could not blow this
house down. An elec-
1nmt§¥ legitimate MNawaz
Sharit survived the triple
threat of Talimul Qadn,

Imran Khan and the
invisible hand of
Pakistani politics

Winners aren’t whiners
Hold a free and fair elec-
tion. The loser won’t
have the capacity io
destabilize or undermine
a real winner — just like
2014. Besides, if Khan is
not going to accept any-
thing but a victory, then
holding an election in
October 2023 or holding
itin April 2023 will make
no difference. Hold the
election, As soomn as pos-
sible.

The second arwument
against an immediate
announcement of elec-
tipns is that the country
and its economy aren’t
stable encugh for an elec-
tign. Bul this was true a
year azo, and the econo-
my has gotten worse
since then. Yes, Shaukat
Tarin_lined the Finance
Divizion with landmines,
but Ishag Dar is doing the
same. The economy can-
not recover withoui diffi-
cult decisions that require
the electorate’s mandate
The desperate retired
uncles arguing otherwise
as they salivate at the
prospects of an unelected
cabal of technocrats tak-
ing over Pakistan.

Ethics and politics

ast  Augusl,

the FBI rf&lud

former US pres-

ident Donald

Trump's resort

home in Florida

They searched for and con-

fiscated a large number of

classified documents that

were in the former presi-

dent's possession and that

he had refused to turm over

to the Mational Archives as
reguired.

Thiz was followed by
the expected reactions
from both political parties
— Republicans condemning
the unprecedented raid on a
former president’s home
and Democrats criticizin

the former president's
refusal to tum over the
documents.

And now it has been
revealed that lawvers have
found classified documents
marked “top secret” in
offices used by Joe Biden
while serving as vice presi-
dent, as well as at s
home, As expected, the
political brouhaha has hit
verv high decibels. Both

maftters - Truomp and
Biden's possession of clas-
sified documents - are

under investigation by the
Department  of  Justice.
Biden claims to not have
any knowledge of such
documents in his former
office, while Trump had
asserted his authonny 1o
keep whatever he wanted
“1 could declassify whatey-
er documents [ wished™,
therefore everyvthing | had
was declassified. he has
asserted. As for Biden. ar a
minimum this represents
careless handling of sensi-
tive material.

The Department of
Justice having to investi-
gate two presidents is quite
unprecedented. 1t appears
that in recent vears adher-
ence 1o laws or ethical

norms has become a disafl-
peanng commodity in LIS
politics, as it has been in so
many other countries.

Shortly after the conclu-
sion of midterm elections
last Movember, the country
found out that George
Santos, newly  elected
Republican Representative
to the US Congress from
Mew York, had hed abowt
Just every important aspect
of his backeround. His
education, work experi-
ence, his faith, and what
his family has endured
over generations were all
fabricated. How he man-
aged to lend $T00,000 1o
his campaign is under
investiganion for possible
campaign finance viola-
han,

Yet, the fact that the
newly elected representa-
tive haz fabricated his
entire life story isn't the
most shocking part of the
story. What is truly shock-
ing 15 that Santos
Republican Party led by
the newly clected Speaker
doesn’t fecl Mr Santos
should have 1o resign. The
Fepublican majonty in the
House of just four seafs
must be protected at all
COsts. !

The last several vears in
American  politics have
shown that the super
wealthy and super power-
ful may just be above the
law, and, that adherence to
laws and norms of behayv-
wor are somewhat volun-
tarv. In many cases there
are simply no means of
enforcing compliance.

This ~ week  Donald
Trump's real-estate organi-
zation was fined %1.6 mil-
lion for tax frawd, the
largest fine allowed by
Mew York State  law,
Donald Trump has not
been personally implical-
ed, but his chief financial

By 8 Quaisar Shareel

officer has received a five-
month  prison  sentence.
Trump has brushed off the
entire episode by simply
calling it "“politically moti-
vated "

While these are clear
actz of unethical behaviour,
there ars other examples of
violation of laws and even
the American constitulion
that have been allowed to
shide. In 2016, then leader
of the Republican majority
in the Senate NMitch
McConnell decided he
would not allow then pres-
ident Obama to fill a seat in
the US Supreme Court that
had become vacant. When
Obama nominated a candi-
date to fill the seat, as stip-
ulated by the Constitution,
the Senate leader simply
ignored it, leaving  the
supreme Court one seat
short for almost a vear
Leader MeConnell cited
his constitutional right to
not give the presidential
nominge a heanng,

Aricle 11, Scction 2 of
the LIS constifution states
that the president shall
appoint  justices to  the
Supreme  Court “with
advice and conzent of the
Senate.” Whether such
“advice and consent” could
include the right to simply
refuse to consider a duly
nominated justice is for
Il:gial scholars to argue

.ast but not least, the
former president tried to
overturn the results of the
2020 election by coming
uF with a twisted theory
of election fraud. He
wrongly asserted the vice
president had powers to
refuse to  certify the
results. Even his instiga-
fion of a riot that resulted
in several deaths and the
sacking of Capitol Hill in
January 2021 has so far
not resulted in any conse-
quences for him,

Growing discontent

By Abdul Sattar

intmmingbwilh people
has always been one of
the main components of
the art of ruling. In India,
the panchayat system m
villages ensures that peo-
ple from the ruling class
regularly interact with the
ruled. In modern demoe-
racies like the UK, local
parliamentarians invest
their energies in schemes
that appease their voters.
They also prefer to meet
their constituents by reg-
ularly visiting their con-
stituencies _and sparing
some time for those who
vote them into power.

In the past, Greek city
states, including Athens,
used to have a mecha-
nism that could help them
learn about people’s sen-
timents, Even Sparta,
which was dictatonal m
nature, had crafted some
principles that  would
enable them to have first-
hand knowledge of peo-
ple’s feelings.

In Pakistan, there has
been a lack of interaction
between the ruling elite
and the people. Many
parliamentanans prefer to

stay in federal and
provineial  capitals,
enjoying luxuries of life

in elite housing societies
and upscale neighbour-
hoods. 1t 15 true that they
shiow up at the funerals of
some local notables in
their constituencies, but
mostly they remain away
from their native towns
and only bother to meet
their voiers at the time of
elechons.

These politicians do
not have proper offices in
their constituencies to
meet their voters and

learn about their prob-
lems. After becoming
public representatives,
they completely iznore
their voters who come in
droves to cast their votes
and help them win.

Cur pnime ministers,
who should be in the
quer and lower houses
of parliament 1o answer
the questions of public
representatives,  find
excuses to avoid these
sessions. It is true that
some former prnime min-
isters did attend the ses-
sions, but it is also a bitter
truth that most of them
frequently offer excuses
to remain absent from
such gathenings.

For instance, former

rime minister Nawaz

harif was criticized by a
number of critics for giv-
ing less time to Ea ia-
ment during 2013 and
2017, He reportedly
attended 63 days during
his tenure after which he
Was disgualified
MNawaz's nephew Hamza
Shanf attended only 31
sessions.  His younger
brother, Shehbaz Sharif
was criticized for skip-
ping various sessions of
the” Punjab  Assembly
despite being the leader
of the house.

During the same term,
the political nival of the
Sharifs, Imran Khan, also
had the lowest attendance
in parliament. During the
2013-2018  term, ~ he
attended only 20 National
Assembly séssions out of
the total of 465, _
Mot only do prime min-
isters and chiel” ministers
love to ignore parliamen-
tary sessions, but federal
an ;;_ravmc:l_al ministers
also follow in the foot-
steps of their political

mentors when it comes to
attending legislative ses-
S10M5 anmy  ministers
and advisers spend their
time in different coun-
tries, attending various
conferences of accompa-
nying the pnme minister
as a member of the dele-
gation. i
Those who monitor
parliamentary ~ affairs
often witness the anger of
varous committes mem-
bers over the absence of
ministers and advisers. It
seems that members of
our niling elite are not
only indifferent to the
problems of their con-
stituents, but are also
accustomed to skipping
the meetings held to dis-
cuss such problems. This
indifference  prompts
them to come up with
anti-people licies.
Their development
schemes and social proj-
ects indicate that they
cater to the needs of the
select few. They seem to
have less  awareness
about the issues being
faced by the people.
For nstance, since
1988, the country ma
have witnessed hundreds
of development and infra-
structure  projects, and
most of these projects
were designed in a way
that led to the demaolition
of numerous slums and
low-income areas _
From  the  Lvan
Expressway and Gujjar
Nullah affectees and
farmers around Ravi in
Lahore to victims of the
Mirani dam in
Balochistan, millions of
people have either been
displaced or their liveli-
hoods destroved because
of these projects. Due to
anti-encroachment

dnves, thousands of peo-
ple lose their sources of
employment every year,
It 15 amusing that authon-
hes never pay attention to
elite schools or expensive
hotels or thousands of
private-property owners
E.l.-'hu ;}mr?@cé‘t Upon ci:_ustw

public land. rulin
511& still plans to !aum_:ﬁ
such schemes that will
largely affect the poor
ressdents of various local-
ities, We are yvet 1o see if
those who have
encroached railways land
will be evicted or not
when the railway Uu.“_ufgr&da
ryects are carned out n
he next few years.

But why do sections of
our muling elite demon-
strate such nonchalance
towards ordinary people?
The answer lies in lack of
interaction between the
rulers and the ruled
There was a time when
sections of the elite
would send their siblings
to low-cost schools, pub-
lic universities and gov-
ernment colleges where
rich people would get an
opporteiily (0 interact
with students from differ-
ent financial  back-
erounds. But with the rise
of gated communities and
ultra-modern  housing
societies, such interaction
has come to an end.

Elite and posh neigh-
bourhoods have their own
schools and higher educa-
tion institutions which are
affiliated with foreign
education  imstitutions.
Small markets and ven-
dors outside these areas
used to be one of the
ways connecting the nch
of the country to veg-
etable sellers or shop-
keepers. With the rise of
shopping  malls, such

interaction 1s also over.

Most factory owners in
the past would visit their
manufacturing  plants,
interacting  with  their
employees. Now with the
rise of modern technolo-
2y, the owners can moni-
tor  workers thmu%h
CCTV or any mobile
application. The fall of
trade unions, which used
to %\r_otsst against harsh
working conditions or
non-acceptance of their
demends, haz  also
reduced the need for cap-
italists to show up at fac-
tories and talk to workers

Most poliicians from
the bottom laver of social
stratification made it to
parliament through stu-
dent and trade union poli-
tics. Jehangir Badar,
Icl[lbgd Haider, Tay Haider,
Maira] Muhammad Khan
and others were involved
mn either trade unions or
student politics. Cur rul-
ing elite has weakened
trade unions and banned
student  orgamzations
deliberately. ]

Consequently, it has
become almosi impossi-
ble for a low-income per-
son to participate in poli-
tics, and entering the
Pakistani parliamenl has
now become just a dream
for Drdmarytgenpie. It 1s
no wonder then that an
overwhelming majority

our lawmakers 1n
provincial assemblies and
parliament are million-
aires. and billionaires
And these people serve
the same class.

If our politicians want
to consolidate democratic
traditions, they need to
reconnect with the people
and interact with them.

Inequality and
hunger

eginning on
Ma_fr' 24,3 the
W o | d
Economic
Forum 15 gath-
] ering in Davos,
Switzerland for an in-per-
son meeting, discussin
the global tax system an
financial melusion,
Thanks to protests and
new research, however,
participants will not be
able to avoid the elephant
in the room: the surging
mequality of wealth dur-
ing the pandermic
As the Institute for
Policy Studies (IPS) and
Inequality. org have docu-
mented over the last two
years of a global pandem-
ic, billionaire assets have
surped while millions lost
their lives and livelihoods.
A new report from
Onefam  dramatizes  how
hundreds of millions of
Eeupte around the world
ave slid further into
poverty during this time
period. In a detailed
examination of the food
and apgriculture industry,
Ocfam found that billion-
aires in that industry saw
their wealth increase by
%382 billion during the
pandemic. An emergency
windfall tax on their
wealth increase alone (to
say nu:uﬂ_'tm%_ of their pre-
pandemic billions) could
end world hunger and
double the incomes of 345
million small-scale farm-
Brs
In January, an analysis
by the Fight Inequality
Alliance, Institute for
Policy Studies, Owxfam,
and the Patriotic
Millionaires found that an
annuzl wealth tax starting
at just 2 percent for those

with more than 5 million,
3 percent for those with
over 530 mallion, and up
to 5 percent for billion-
aires  could penerate
upwards of $2 52 trillion a

ear. That's enough to lift
2.3 billion people out of
poverty, fund vaccines for
everyone in the world, and
deliver universal health-
care and social protections
for all the citizens of low-
and lower-middle-income
countries.

A group of over 150
millionaires released a
strong statement calling
on Davos attendees to face
the dangers of runaway
wealth inequality and
speak out in favor of
national efforts to levy
prograssive income and
wealth taxes on the ultra-
wedlthy. “The truth is that
‘Davos’ doesn’t deserve
the world's trust right
now,” the statement reads.
“For all the countless
hours spent mlking about
making the world a better
place, the conference has
produced little tangible
value amidst a torrent of
self-congratulations.”

“Tinti participants
acknowledge the simple,
effective solution staring
them in the face — taxing
the rich - the people of the
world will continue to see
their so-called dedication
to fixing the world's prob-
lems as little more than a
performance,”

The letter 15 signed by
actor and activist Mark
Ruffalo, as well as 51":‘5-

riers of the In Tax We

rust movenent including
ﬁbi%ﬂll Disney, Morris
Pearl, and Nick Hanauer,
These millionaires deliv-
ered the In Tax We Trust

letter directly to the World
Economic Forfum offices
in New York and Geneva,
and attended pro-taxation
demonstrations at the out-
skirts of the elite com-
pound in Davos itself

Az the Institute for
Policy Studies (1P3) and
Inequality.ore have docu-
mented over the last two
vears of a global pandem-
ic, billionaire assets have
surged while millions lost
their lives and livelihoods,

A pew report from
Crfam  dramatizes how
hundreds of millions of

ple around the world

ave slid further into
poverty during this time
period. In a detailed

examination of the food
and apgriculture industry,
Oxfam found that billion-
aires in that industry saw
their wealth increase by
£382 billion during the
pandemic. An emergency
windfall tax on their
wealth increase alone (to
say nothing of their pre-
pandemic hillions) could
end world hunger and
double the incomes of 345
million small-scale farm-
£f5.

In January, an analysis
bv the Fight Inequality
Alliance, Institute for
Policy Studies, Oxfam,
and the Patriotic
Millionaires found that an
annual wealth tax starting
at just 2 percent for those
with more than 85 million,
3 percent for those with
over 550 million, and up
to 5 percent for billion-
aires could penerate
upwards of $2.52 trillion a
year That's enough to lift
2.3 billion people out of
poverty, fund vaccines for
everyone in the world.




Flour smuggler among
eight held in
Hassanabdal

HASSANABDAL:
The police arrested
etght outlaws including
a flour smuggler, six
gamblers and recov-
ered smuggled flour,
stake money and liquor
dllfli‘lg separate actions
here on Tuesday

ASI Mazhar Hussam
said that during snap
checking at Jhan Kass
check post in Saddar
police station Hassan
Abdal, 60 bags of 10kg
smuggled flour was
recovered and a flour

smuggler Saced Khan
s/o Waheed Khan hail-
ing from Haripur was
arrested

The peolice during
patrolling near Burhan
ratlway  station GT
Road recovered 10
litres liguor from a

druﬁ peddler
Muhammad Anf sfo
Jehandad Khan.

On a tip-off, the

Ecr_lice raided a gam-
ling den in Chakra
Abkra area i suburbs
of Hassan Abdal and

arrested six gamblers
identified as Nazakat
Ali, Muhammad Alam
Khan, Muhammad
Bashir, Muhammad
Riaz, Pervaiz Khan and
Imran Ahlmed besides
recovering thousands
of rupees stake money,
mobile phones and a
maotorcycle,

Separate cases were
registered against the
detainees at concemed

police stations and
mvestigations Were
underway INP

Prudent resource
management must
to end regional
disparities: analysts

ISLAMABAD: Region
al disparities and uneven
development in Pakistan
are the areas of particular
concern for policymakers
for defining goals and
achieving the desired
results in the economic,
social, and  geographical
contexts, analysts say.

Khalid Mahmood
Chairman  Cenire of
Pakistan and
International  Relations
(COPAIR), said while
talking to WealthPK that
inequality among

rovinces, at the district
evel, and between the
rural-urban areas has con-
s&iucnces
In terms of urban and
rural development
Pakistan exhibits typica
dual-structural character-
istics. The countryside for
any nation makes a great

contribution. to the
process  of economic
development, but differ-

ences between urban and
rural development levels
cause shortcomings for
balanced and high-quality
development,” he said.
“To achieve sustain-
able economic growth, it
is mecessary to achieve
balanced development, as
well as the efficient allo-

I AT DO0KS

cation  of  resources
between rural and urban
areas. The development
of rural areas is impera-
tive to accelerate
Pakistan’s ECONOMIC
growth,” he underined

Dr  Adnan Rafique
Political Scientist an
Public Policy Analyst at
the I-"Ianninﬁ
Commission, tol
WealthPK that Pakistan’s
four ProvIinces are
unegual in terms of area,
population, and economic
and social development.

He said the geographi-
cal structure of Pakistan
identifies that most of the
larze capital cities of the
provinces are relatively
more developed than
other cities. He pointed
out that less developed
areas are mostly covered
in the Balochistan
province. He said  all
these differences at the
regional and provincial
levels create conflicts and
pelitical instability,

“The concerns of the
smaller provinces are fur-
ther exacerbated by the
lack of balance in the fed-
eral development spend-
m%J through the anmnual
Public

Sector
Development  Program

JAMSHORO: Sindh Chief Minister, Sy

5-'..1_.-- 1 ;f-m} J ="
Murad Ali Shah addressing

(PSDP), and in grants
given to provinces,” he
said,

Dr Adnan mentioned
that the Ministry of
Planning, Development
and Special Tmitiatives
recently launched a five-
year (2022-27) E:mjm:t
comprising special devel-
opment inttiatives for 20

oorest districts across
akistan at Rs40 billion,
These 20 districts are
selected based on scores
in the Multidimensicnal
Poverty Index (MPI}),
which ™~ include 11
Balochistan districis, five
Sindh  districts, three
Khyber  Pakhtunkhwa
districts, and one Punjab
district. More districts are
included from
Balochistan and Sindh
due to massive damages
caused by recent floods

Dr Durre Nayab, Joint
Director Pakistan
Institute_of Development
Economics (PIDE), said
Pakistan has faced signif-
icanl variations in the
development process of
different regions, which
has created dispary
within and between dif-
ferent regions of
Pakistan. She said the
growth TNP

after inauguration of website At Jamshoro M.H Panhwar institute of

Sindh Studies,

Revocation of 110JK
status must for talks
with India: Ashrafi

ISLAMABAD: Prime
Minister's Special
Fepresentative for
[nterfaith Harmony  and

heddle East Hafiz
Muhammad Tahir
Mehmood  Ashrafi on

Tuesday said India would
have to reverse the pre-
Aungust 5 status of the
[ndian legallv Occupied
Jammu and  Kashmir
(IIOIK ) if it was scnous 1o
hold talks with Pakistan on
all the isswes.

Talking to national and
Arab media, Ashrali who is
also  the chairman of
Pakistan Ulema Council
said the steps taken in
August 2019 E‘S the Indian

vermment violated the
ﬁﬂni.lud Mations resolutions
and also contrary to the
stance of the international
COMIMUNItyY.

He said the Indian gov-
emment should stop atroc-
ities against Kashmins and
move towards negofiation
to resolve all issues.

Shehbaz  Shanf  has
expressed a  unanimous
stance of the government
and nation in an interview
with Al Arabiva channel,”
he said adding, “Wars ane
not the solution of 1ssucs as

they could only be
resolved through dialogues
permanenthy,”

He said Pakistan could
respond and retaliate to all
kinds of aggression but it
wanfed talks for peace and
stabulity in the region, but
it could not be possible
until the revocation of
Jammu and Kashmir sta-
ths.

He said the stance of
Saudi Arabia and the
Crganization of Islamic
Cooperation  on the
Kashmir issue was in line
with Pakistan’s position.

Ashrafi expressed the
hope  that dialogues
between Pakistan and India
and the resolution of the
Kashmir issue could bring
prosperity to the region.

ton, he said 1slam did not
allow forced conversion
and marriage as Pakistan's
Ulema, Mashavkh, and
religious  scholars  had
issued ‘Fatwa’ on this very
1550,

He also  termed the
report  of  the  United
Mations High
Commissioner for Human
Rights regarding forced
conversion and marriage
against reality.

He made it clear that
there was no concepl of
forced conversion and
marriage in lslam and the
complaints, in this regard,
had decreased to a great
extent in Pakistan,

He proposed that the
Office of the Umited
Mations High

Commissioner should con-
duct a therough and impar-
tial investigahon as some
institutions and non-gov-
emmental  organizations
only spread this kind of
ropaganda for their vested

G.T road.
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Effective monitoring can help
improve performance of field
staff: Commissioner

RAWALPINDI :
Commissioner Rawalpindi
Division Sagib Manan said that
the performance of field staff
can be improved strengthening
monitoring tier, which will ben-
efit us in the form of public con-
venience. He expressed these
thoughts while presiding over
the review meetings related to
Revenue, development projects
and price checking,

He said the target set for
establishing Dehi Markaz Mall
which so far has been achieved
till 98% should be made to
100%. Out of 107310 blocked
khewats, 105800 have been
unblocked so far He directed
that remaining 1510 should be
unblocked as soon as possible.

In this meeting held at
Commissioner Office

Rawalpindi on Tuesday, Deputy
Commissioner  Rawalpindi
Shoaib Ali, Director
Development Nazia Sadhan,

Additional Commissioner
Revenue Kanza Khan,
Additional Deput
Commissioner {Rcvcnutﬁ
Abdullah, ADC (General
Nosheen  Sarwar,  Assistant
Commissioner EE%‘Ervanvs:r_a]}I
Maleeha lsar attended meeting
in person whereas Deputy

Commissioners of other districts
of Attock, Thelum, Chakwal,
Tallagang and Murree and other
concerned officers participated
through video link i

Commissioner  Rawalpindi
Saqib  Manan directed the
Deputy Commissioners to
ensure one-dish and time restric-
tions in marriage halls under the

Marriage Act and to share price
checking  and performance
reports of actions against viola-
tors of marriage halls with the
Commissioner's office on a daily
basis. On this occasion, while
riving  a  briefing 1o the
ommissioner Rawalpindi, 1t
was told that regarding the price
control  across  the  division,
actions are being taken on a
daily basis against peddlers and
hoarders, In past one week, 22
FIRs and 186 arrests have been
made against the wviolations
reported during 20,646 raids,
besides a fine of Rs.30,39,500

While briefing about the
Annual Dc»‘r:]c?mcnl Schemes,
it was informed that mega proj-
ects which will be revolutionary
for Rawalpindi are given prefer-
ence to initiate them. INP

“Mazdoor” Card launched to facilitate
industrial workers: Secretary Labour

FAISALABAD: Secretary
Labour & Human Resource
Punjab, Mabeel Javed has said
that "Mazdoor" Card has been
launched in collaboration with
Bank of Punjab (BoP) to facili-
tate the secured industrial work-
ers in_the prevailing mflation
while its ambit would also be
further enhanced to provide
them subsidized food ilems in
addition to linking them with
microfinance  scheme  of
"Akhuwat",

Addressing the business com-
munity i F%lsa]ahnd Chamber
0 ommerce & Industry
{FCCI), he said that steps were
also underway to streamline the
provision of medical and educa-
tion_facilities to the worker's
families and children. He said
that system was also upgraded to
ensure immediate pavment of

death, marriage and education

orants.

Mabeel Javed said said that
the government was also con-
templating to provide higher
education to the worker's chil-
dren in prestigious insotutions
of the country. He said that the
collection of contributions of
Punjab  Employees  Social
Security Institution (PESSI) and
Workers Welfare Fund (WWF)
had been entrusted to the Punjab
Revenue Authority. "It would
not only help to check pilferage
and evasion of contribution but
also enable the labour depar-
ment to extend maximum facili-
ties to the workers”, he added

The Secretary Labour also
announced to form consultative
committees of FCCI and con-
cerned departments to check
alleged harassment of small fac-

Flour smuggling bids
foiled, five held with
1415 bags flour

RAWALPINDI: The police and food depart-
viled two flour smug-
rling bids in different areas of Rawalpindi on
uesday and held five smugglers besides

ment in joint actions

recovering 1415 bags flour.

_ Sadigabad Police and food department in a
joint action arrested three flour smugglers
including Abdul Rashid, Aizar and Zameen
Khan and recovered 1356 bags flours from

their custod
Mandra

wheat smuggling. INP

Pyolice in a joint action with food
d_n;_partment arrested two flour smugglers iden-
tified as Zameer and ljaz and recovered 59
bags flour from their custody.

The recovered smuggled flour was seized
and the detainees were being investigated after
registering separate cases against them.

SP Operations reiterated to take strict
action agamnst culprits involved i flour and

Promoting book
reading culture in
society need of the

hour: Governor

LAHORE: Governor

*22 Log" organized by

Punjab
Balighur Rehman has said that
reading culture in society is need of the hour.

Addressing an event regarding book launching
Islamia
Bahawalpur at the Governor House Lahore on
Tuesday, he said due to social media, the trend of
reading books among the youth has decreased.

Muhammad Balighur Rehman said that book
reading should be encouraged to promote the cul-
ture of tolerance in the society, He said that the book
"22 Log" 1s not only a book but the essence of the
academic, intellectual, artistic and research life of
22 people. He said that this book includes detailed
interviews of those personalities who have a promi-
nent position in the field of art, education, research,
journalism, literature and history,

Governor Punjab also appreciated the efforts of
Viee Chancellor of Islamia University Bahawalpur

appearance,

al segments

ISLAMABAD: Mercur
v, which is also some-
times called guicksilver
due to its liguid metallic

used in different industri-
al of mercury is called

cinnabar, which is formed
in both metamorphic and

tory owners in_addition to
redressing complaints reEardlrt r
maladministration of PESSI an
WWF. He further said that the
minutes of the meeting would be
shared with the FOCT to resolve
the industrialists™  problems
according to the ground reali-
ties, He also assured to notify
the committees and give repre-
sentation to FCCI in the BOGs
of PESSI and WWF on :cé‘p pri-
orily basis Earlier Dr .Eéjal."
Arshad Senior Vice President
introduced Faisalabad and FOCI
and said that 8000 members
belonging to 128 different trades
are affiliated with this elected
trade body of Faisalabad. He
was critical of global meltdown
and ﬁﬂll_tlca] uncertainty and
said that industries are facing the
brunt of the cnsis with minimum
layoffs of workers INP
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Governor Punjab for
making Sadig Public
School an exemplary
educational institution

LAHORE: Punjab Governor,
Muhammad Baligh ur Rehman has
said that Sadig Public School
Bahawalpur will be made an
exemplary educational institution.

This was stated by him while
chairing the meeting of the Board
of Governors of Sadig Public
School held at Governor House
Lahore on Tuesday. During the
meeting, the Board of Governors
unammously approved the name
of the new principal of the school
Mr. David Dowdles, and approved
the terms and conditions of his
appointment.

he Board of Governors also
approved the formation of three
sub-committees, which will look
into the teaching system, infra-
SETUCTure and financial matters
wtghm E‘gr: slcl;liool " :

peaking durning the meetin
Governor  Punja _Muhammag-
Baligh ur Rehman said that atten-
tion should be given to improve
the quality of education sector,

Later, a meeting of teachin
committee of Sadig Public Scho
was also held at Governor House
which was presided over by Dr.
Raheel Siddiqui. The educational
matters were discussed in the
meeting. ] )

The Governor Punjab shared his
vision with the teaching commit-
tee. He said that Sadig Public
Schoal Bahawa]]pur has to be made
centre of excellence in teaching,
Dr. Faisal Ban, Uzm Yusuf and
Ehtisham Anwar were also present
in the meeting. [INP

KP govt
promotes
72,800 teachers

PESHAWAR Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister
Mahmood Khan chairing 2 meei-
ing of provincial cabinel here on
Tuesday HE]JFD\-":IJ elevation of
Secondary School Teachers (55Ts)
and Primary School Teachers
{P5Ts) from BPS-16 to BPS-17
and from BPS-12 to BPS-14
respectively.

P Minister for Elementary and
Secm:dag{y Education Shahram
Khan Tarakai and  Special
Aszsistant to the Chief Mimister on
Information Barmister Muhammad
Ali Saif told media persons that
upgradation was a longstanding
demand of teachers. As many as
21,800 SSTs and 31,000 PSTs
would be upgraded, they said.

They said that a four-tier formu-

la was also approved 1o pave way
for promotion of 13,888 teachers
working in various scales ranging

from BPS-17 to BPS-20 ey
added that the education sector
was one of the most focused areas.
under the provincial
govemnment INP
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OQUETTA: Activists of NDM hold protest against killing prominent
lawyer Abdul Latif Afridi.

Mining of mercury can help
Pakistan meet industrial needs,

cut imports: WealthPK

is . widely

) in Pakistan. it at
A prnncipdl source miner-  locs
the matfer

igneous rocks, However,
there 15 no formal mecha-
nism at the zgovernment
level in the country to
extract the mineral, and
the country has to import
redl expense [ meet
demand. Discussing

WealthPK, Yagooh Shah,
a principal geolomist at

Gilobal Mining Company
Limited, Islamabad, said
the exploration  and
extraction of mercury 1s
'.lury imporiant ﬁ'lnT
Pakistan. He recalled that
from 1992 till 2001, the
govemment conducted a
study with the coopera-
tion of the Auvstralian

with

Muhammad
romoting book

)

University

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

The Deputy Derector, Agriculiure (On Farm Water Management) DUK], invites sealed TenderBid for
execution of various developmant schemes under the prosect "AGRI PROD THROUGH WATER
MANAGEMENT SCHEME IN UC WAHVI-LWAHVI-I, SHARCI LUNI, GHARB! LUNI, PALOS KALAN,
THAL CHUTIALI, THALSHARCH, THAL GHARBI DUKI. PSDP 2022-23 S HO. 130 (22002 0478)" from
inerested conlrackorsfirm with the Bid Security @ 2% of estimated costioferad rate in shapa of Call
Deposit (Refundabla). The non-refundable Tender Form Fee Rs.2000/-to be deposited in any Naficnal
Bank of Pakistan Branch situated in Balochistan Province through Gresn Bank Chalian in a head of

govemment INP
u
o]

_account (03138 (veriied by the District Accounts Officer). Bid Security 2% TSE-222301223153

ElCost

1 INSTALLATION OF SOLAR SYSTEM IN DISTRICT DUKI UNDER THE
PROJECTAGR| PROD THROUGH WATER MANAGEMENT SCHEME INUC
WAHVI-LWAHY L SHARCILUNI,GHARBI LUNI, PALOS KALAN, THAL
CHUTIALL THALSHARCH, THAL GHARBI DUK]. PSDP 2022-23 3. N0 130

(Z2022.0479)

25.072436

Revenue

“Prime Minister In response fo a ques-  interests. INP in this regard. INP
Oversight of poultry sector vital to
fi 1al
L]
prevent financial losses: expert

[SLAMABAD: Sereent  WealthPE. _ tr‘u; value chain as a important to identify dis-  and surveillance. If the
ng and surveillance of the “Poultry  immumity, whole,” he said. ; eases that are most likely  animal husbandry com-
poultry sector is vital to  health, and production Dr Murtaza said that in to affect animals and to  missioner believes there
prevent financial and pro-  are several factors that addition to promoting provide data in order to 15 a nsk to regional and
duction losses and to challenge the future economic development assess amimal health ini-  global animal health. INP

IMprove access to inter-
national markets, said Dr

8  Murtaza  Hassan
Andrabi, Principal
Scientific  Officer  at
Mational Agriculture
Research Centre
{(MARC)

Considering the fact
that poultry diseases are

one of the major causes
of economic and produc-
tion fosses in poultry
farrnmg, it 15 extremely
important to be aware of
the prevailing  health
issues of poultty in the
areas of concern, he told

rowth of the industry.
ue to these challenges,
the poultry sector faces
economic  losses,” he

a1

He said chicken is one
of the most popular
meats, and eggs are one
of the best sources of pro-
tein since they contain_all
mne essenfial  amino

asids, g
“Therelore, it is impor-
tant to  protect and
enhance the hvelthoods
of diverse groups uf{:lcrul—
try keepers as well as
stakeholders in the poul-

and stakeholder liveli-
hoods, monitoring. pro-
ﬁrams also aim to protect
ealth and improve mar-
ket access
products )
“Through surveillance,
W gain more accurate
data Tor risk and impaci
assessments, leading fo
better  management of
arimal health and wel-
fare. Farmers can earn
hundsomulr by improv-
ing the health and welfare
of their poultry,” he said

In order to achieve
these broad mms, it 1s

or poultry

tiatives.“The ammal hus-
bandry commissioner is
resg:onslh]p for screening
and oversight of poultry

diseases. Following the
passage of 18th constifu-
tional amendment,

provinces now have com-
plete jurisdiction over the
survélllance of poultry
diseases and they have
their own reporting sys-
tem,” he pointed out,
Dr urtaza  said
PrOVINCES. submit reports
to the ammal husbandry
commissioner_upon  the
complenon of screemng
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year 2022, Method of Procurement: Single

Procurements shall be mada under BPP Rules 2014. Eligibility of Bidders: a. Presence m Aciive Tax
Paver List b. The bidding firm mustnat be blzcklisted by any procuring agency of Pakistan . Balochisian

Authosity Registration is required d. The bidder must have completed 3 Assignment of similar
nature of work &, Tumaover of at least 17,550, 705/- PKR Amaunt in 3 subsequent previous years showing
financial capacity of the firm. f. Registration with Pakistan Engineering councll (PEC) C-5 and above (Uplo
@5million]in Relevant Category And Specialized Code is CEO4(v) (Imigation Only).CE10() {General Civil
Engineering Works) , EE11(i) (Solar Energy). 9. Income Tax Regl
Bidding Firm must submit Audit Report / Audit Balance Sheet of FY 2019-20, 2020-21 & 2021-22. 1. The
bidding Firm must submit Company's laiest Bank Account Statament or Bank Credit Line Cerfificate. |
Bidder has to submit tender fee on original green challan k. The Bidding Firm must be Authorized Dealer |
Distribuar of repuled Sclar Paned(Chinese Brand). |, The bidder must submit income tax retum of Eaaiion
Stage-Two Envelope Procedure. Bid Security: The bids
must accompany Bad Security (236) in the form of Call Deposit or Bank Guaranlee [Bank's cerliicate is
mandatory) in the name of tha undargigned fram a scheduled bank. Tender Documents: The bicding
documents can be downloaded from BPPRA websile. Bid Validity Period: 90 days. Issuance of tender
Documents: From the dale of publicstion, during offica hours of any working day. Last Date of bid
submission: The Tenders should be submithed on 01-02-2023 1ill 10:00 AM Sharp at the office of the
undersigned. Tender opening: The Technical Propesals will be opened on same day at the office of the
under-signed at 11:00 AM. Stamp Duty. The successhul bidder must submit the Stamp Duty in shape of
Judicial Stamp Pager or Special Adhesive Stamps as per policy. Addmss: Office the Deputy Director
Agriculture On Farm Water Management, Duki. Note:- The Tender Opening Committes/Bid Evaluafion
Commiltes reserves the right (Delegated by the BPPRA Rules 2014) that either accept o reject any o all
the offersiquotaicns prior tothe acceplance of abid. a) The ContractorFirm not qualifying the basic

criteria will not be entertainad in the bidding process. b) The bidder / fim should quote al the
rales in BOQ's otherwise the bidding would be consider 23 non-responsive, ¢ As per policy, the Procuring
Agency resanves the right o increase or decresss quantum of work Contact Mo
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siration cerificate is required. h. The
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World needs humanity-based morality, new
world order: President

ISLAMABAD: President Dr. Arif Alvi on Tuesday said that the world needed humanity-based morality
and a new world order where every person living on this planel was valued, regarded as equal 1o any other

person without discrimination of color, creed, language, religion, or race.

The President, addressing the inaugural session of the 2nd International Annual Conference on ' Securily
Dialogue’, organized by the Institute of Regional Studies, said that the developed countries pursued poli-
cies suiting their vested interests and imposed their policies and thinking on the less developed countries
without factoring into their specific needs, wants and preferences.

President Alvi said that the vested interest-based world order sel by the developed countries had o be
followed by the less developed nations without giving them leverage and keeping in view their way of life,
preferences and social and cultural values

He said that the idea that in addition te the traditional ways of doing things, there was a need to adopt
non-traditional approach 1o identify areas of conflicts, their impact, reach and ways to resolve them

The President said that the traditional concept of the nations and nation-states were being challenged
which needed (o be handled on a top priority basis but this could only be done with international cooper-
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ISLAMABAD: Speaker of National Assembly Raja Perver Ashraf launch Sostainable

Development Report 2022 in collaboration with All-Pakistan Chinese Enterprises’ Association
(APCEA), at the Pakistan Institute of Parliamentary Services.

Center helping
Balochistan youth to
acquire skilled based

education under CPEC

Senate gets details of
expenses incurred
during Imran Khan's
tenure

ISLAMABAD: The details regard-
ing the expenses of the Prime
Minister’s Office from 2019 to 2021
were presented in the Senaté on
Tuesday

The Senate meeting was held under
the chairmanship of Sadiq Sanjrani.

IZ}urmEI the question hour, PPP
Senator Bahramand Tangi said former
prime minister Imran Khan talked
about coming to office by a hm)j-cle
and preached simplicity but travelled
by a helicopter. The senator said
aceording to the data, Imran Khan
spent Rs] billion as the prime minister
in the last three years

Minister of Siate for Law Shahadal
Awan said that during three years a
budget of Rsl 17 billion was allocated
for the Prime Minister s Office while
the expenses remained more than
Rs200 mallion.

In response to the allegations,
Senator Shehzad Waseem asked for
the details for flood funds and said
how much and where those funds
were allocated. “They had to submit
the details of the crowd that they had
taken to the conference in Egypt
Where did the money gzo that was
taken from the world conference, or
they are having the intention 1o spenrl
the money for their personal use™ he
imterragated

On Senator Shahead Wasim’'s ques-
tion, Shahadat Awan said an irrelevant
guestion had been asked, "If & written
question is submitted according to the
rules, [ will provide all the details," he
said INP

National
exchequer suffers
Rs 1.226b due to

discos’ performance

_ISLAMABAD:  The National
Electric Power Regulatory Authority
(NEPRA) on Tuesday expressed seri-
ous concern over electricity distribu-
tion companies (Discos') as national
exchequer lost Rs1 226 ballion.

The deteriorating performance ol
the Discos” in several cities of
Pakistan due to which the national
treasure sulfered at least 1.226 billion
in total.

NEPRA report unveiled that the due
to the efficient distribution, Discos
including Guiranwala Electric Power
Company (GEPCO), Faisalabad
Electric Supply Company (FESCO),
Multan Electric Power Company
(MEPCO) the national exchequer got
benefited,

On the other hand, the inefficiency
of Peshawar, Sukkur, Hyderabad,
Lahore and Quetta power distribution
costed Ra127 hillion from the national
easure,

“K Electric saved Rs 2,15 billion by
reducing its transmission losses,” the
report revealed

Vieanwhile, the Lahore power
delivery company caused a loss of Rs
9.3 billion, and Peshawar electric
bring about Rs 64 billion loss to
national treasury [NP

Overseas Pakistanis,
Kashmiris urged to
highlight Kashmir

cause in media

ISLAMABAD: APHC-ATK
Convener Mehmood Ahmad Saghar
has  urged the Kashmiris and
Pakistanis living in Saudi Arabia and
ather countries to use their resources
to h:lghhul_]t the Kashmir dispute in the
local and international media

According to Kashmir Media
Service, talking to a delegation of
Jammu and Kashmir Community
Overseas Saudi Arabia that called on
him at the APHC-AJK office in
Islamabad, today, Mehmood Ahmad
Saghar informed the delezation about
the eviction of Kashmiri Muslims
from their land and properties in the
name of encroachmentl campaign in
Indian illegally occupied Jammuo and
Kashmir

The meeting was attended by
APHC-AJK  leaders Sved Yousuf
Naseem. Imtiaz  Wani,  Sheikh
Muhammad Yagoob, Misar Mirza,
laved Igbal Butt, Mushtag Ahmed
Butt, Syed Mushtag. Gulshan Ahmed,
Nadeem — Ahme and ~ APHC
Coordinator of Jammu and Kashmir
community Overseas Raja Parvez
Ahmed,  Vice Chairman  Raja
Muhammad Riaz, Sardar Kamran
Azam, Raja Muhammad Zareen Khan
and Khalid Gujjar. INP

ISLAMABAD: The federal
government is providing better
u:up[laomgmtles. to the youth of
Baluchistan especially that of
Gwadar to acquire modern educa-
tion and technical skills under the
China-Pakistan Economic
Cotridor (CPEC)

To shape and enhance the skills
of the active population of
Gwadar, Federal Government has
launched many initiatives. One
sich nitiative 1s vocational train-
I'I'I_!-_: 1N VATOES l.‘l'lﬂ'll'it,.‘l:l'll'li’_ E!IBI.:I—
plines The objectives of the pro-
ect also include the development
and generation of techmcal koow-
how 1n the field of precision
mechanics, nstrument technolo-
oy, and die and mold technol ooy,

Technical Training Center =?or
Precision Mechanics and
Instrument Technology, Grwadar s
one such CPEC-related project
which has been built for Rs 1200
million The center will also pro-

vide conmsultancy services to the
local  industry  on  designing
mechanical products, jigsaws, and
fixtures which will helpin skilling
the local community, increasing
exports, and creating employment
opportunities Today, Gwadar has
three technical and wvocational
training centers e Pak-China
Technical and Yocanonal Training
Institute Gwadar, Gwadar Institute
of Technology, and Technical
Training Center for Precision
Mechanics  and  Instrument
Technology, Gwadar
(‘{:l]ecu»-é'fjr-, these institutes will
lay the foundation of a skilled
Gwadar The people of Gwadar are
the mainfundamental stakeholder
of the Port City of Gwadar. Their
participation in the operation &
management of the deep-sea port,
participation in industrial and
commercial  businesses,  and
urbamzation processes 15 key 1o
all long-term. INP

PPP plans to propose
reserve seats in Senate, NA
for differently abled
persons: Faisal Kundi

ISLAMABAD: Minister of
State for Poverly Alleviation and
Social Safety, Faisal Kanm Kundi
Tuesday said  that Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) had planned
to propose reserved seats in the
MNational Assembly and Senate for
the ditfferently abled persons

“The PPP government has
always provided rights 1o special
people and minorities as they
strongly believe in their rights”,
he said The minister was speaking
during the MNational Cenference
2023 of Community Based
Inclusive Development Metwork
(CBIDN)Y Pakistan under the
theme Paradigm of Developrment
Economy and Equity, Unsolve
Dilemma of Inclusion and Social
Mainstreaming The  conference
was arranged by Sightsavers in
collaboration with the other part-

ners Faisal Kund: mentioned thai
Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal had alzo dis-
tributed 50000 wheelchairs for
the terror victims under the leader-
5]1:5 of Zamurd Khan. :
ver eight million deserving
Families are benefiting under the
Benazir Kafaalat program Rs. 13
billion released for  Educational
stipends For children regestered in
schools of deserving families
An extra stipend of Rs 500 is
given so that sirls could also be
sent to school. The aim is to grad-
ually alleviate the poor from
poverty by providing soft loans
and training so that thev can
become sell-sufficient m'!fl find
good jobs BISP Bol» decided 1o
include Transgender Community
in the Kafaalat program under
BISP, who can benefit from the
financial assistance under INP

Pakistan ‘concerned’ over rising
militancy along Pak-Afghan
border: Munir Akram

NEW YORK. Voicing concern
over the uptick in militancy along
the F’ak-.ﬁ.h{han border, Pakistan'™s
UM Ambassador has warned that
unless the cconomic situation
improves in Afghanistan, the
Taliban may begin to lose mem-
bers to more militant groups like
1SS or 1511

In  an  inlerview  with
Mewsweek, a leading American
magazine, the Pakistam envay
?mclhcally named insurgent out-
its such as the Tehrik--Taliban

Pakistan  (TTP} and  the
Balochistan Liberation Army
(BLA), both of which have

increasingly targeted Pakistani
personnel and civilians, but also
the regional 1518 Khorasan
branch. called ISIS-K or ISIL-K,
saving that sometimes these
groups worked together against
Pakistan's interests.

“We have to deal with this”
Ambassador Akram said, “and we
are determined to deal with this

internally.”

And while he sand, “we ve deall
with this in the past,” he wamed
that new challenges have emerged
in frying to influence the Taliban-
led government that taking on all
of these groups was in its immedi-
ate interest

“Mow we have we have a situa-
tion in Alzhanistan where the
Talihan need (1o be convinced 1o
deal wath all of the terronst move-
ments not_only ISIL-K, which
they are fighting, but others,”
Akram szaid. “We understand the
situation, but we have to find an
effective strategy of dealing with
it.

In addition to TTP and BLA, he
said that other croups such as the
East Turkestan Islamic Movement

(ETIM) comprising of militants of

Lflyghur descent, and  Islamic
Movement of Uzbekistan (IML)
comprising of militants of Uzbek
descent also needed to be combat-
ed INP

ation in the key areas of security, food and climate change.
He said the global warming had affected human beings and other living and non-living things on the
planet as according to one estimate, around 30 species were in danger of extinction by 2050 and insects
were facing stress, afTected the weather systems, resulting in catastrophic natural disasters.
He said that much closer and meaningful international cooperation was needed to restore ecological bal-
ance and also in agriculture 1o avoid hunger and malnutrition
President Alvi said that there existed a paradox in the world as few had abundance of foed and resources
whereas lew were Tacing a shortage of basic necessities of life
He emphasized the need for traditional and non-traditional cooperation for averting conflicts in the world
and dialogue could play pivotal role in this regard, There was a need (o have cooperation in the cyber world
and health sector as well, he added.
The President lamented the facl that the regional organizations were established Tor regional cooperation
and for reselving regional conflicts but if the bigger countries like India in SAARC did not give due weigh-
lage 1o the organization, it would lose its scope and efficacy INP

Pakistan needs strategy to
benefit from free trade
agreements: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD Pakistan should devise an effective
strategy to improve the trade balance and get maxi-
mum benefits from the free trade agreements signed
with different trading partners, an expert told

WealthPE.

The prevalent trade deficii has afTecied the econo-
my of Pakistan. The country needs to take result-on-
ented measures to improve the trade balance.

Muhammad Adnan Khan, a socio-economie and
development specialist at China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) Authority, told WealthPK  that
China implemented a policy to share the benefits of
its economic performance with other nations that col-
laborated with Beijing through different
including the Belt and Road Imtiative (BR. :

“Pakistan is a major beneficiary of BRL" he said
He said that CPEC ‘gave a boost to different sectors
in _the country, including agriculture, vocational
training, and poverty alleviation, He added that spe-
cial industrial zones were set up in the country under
CPEC.*China allowed Pakistan to export more than
1,000 products with zero duties. China is the second
largest exporter of Pakistam goods with a share of
8% of its total exports, after the United States with a
17% share. Bul the worrying lactor is that Pakistan’s
imports from Ching have grown more. As a result,
the trade deficit with China has ballooned,” said
Muhammad Adnan However, Pakistan s currently
struggling to maintain a financial equlibrium
because the volume of imports far exceeds the level

Pakistan likely
to organizing
a roadshow
of Pakistani
products in China

BEUING: Pakistan 15
loeking forward to organ-
izing  a  rosdshow  of
Pakistani  products  in
China this vear, said Mr
Ghulam Qadir,
Commercial Counsellor
of the Embassy of
Pakistan in China.

In an interview with
China Economic Net
(CEN), he smd "As China
relaxes its Covid- 19-relat-
ed restrictions, | think a
major turnaround  will
happen for Pakistani pro-
ducers, 1 hope that
Pakistani producers,
exporers, and manufac-
turers will come here and
explore this wonderful
market",

On Jan. 8, China lifted
uarantine requirements
or inbound travelers,

augunng well for its eco-
nomic and trade relations
with other countries in the
world, including Pakistan

The Commercial
Counsellor shares that
Pakistan business oppor-
tunity conferences and tri-
lateral business opportu-
nity confercnoes are in
prpeline for more frequent
exchanges hetween the
two brothedy countries
Various culwral festivities
like food, cwsme, and
fashion shows shall be
held

Looking back to the
ast wvear, Mr. Ghulam
E)H.Li]l acic:mwl&dsz_fd it
has been a difficull veas
for the global economy. In
spate of  this,  break-
throughs  have  been
achieved “Pakistan's
cherry has been allowed
to be exported to China,
which amounts to a UIS32
billion market.

Crur sesame seed export
to China surged by 50

ErCent On a Vear-on-yvear
basis to U5$39.09 million
in ~ Jan-Sept 2022
Pakistan's rice expors to

China crossed the histori-
cal figure of ome million
tons,

We are also finahzing
trade protocols for daily
products and meat prod-
ucts. It's around U%?:ilf,l
billion market”, he exem-
plified

This year, he said, the
focus will be put on e-

commerce. “In China,
mast of the selling takes
place through e-com-
Merce 30, we ane sensi-
fizmng  our  Pakistani
exporters and manufag-
turers to come to China
and use the wonderful
facilities provided by the
Chinese and provincial
povemments  for ware-

ousing, rent-lree offices,

and all the rest of other

facilities”, he told CEN

Joint vemtures will con-
tinue being encouraged 1o
help move Pakistam prod-
uets up the value chain
and lind broader market
INP
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Poverty Alleviation and Social Safety, Shazia

—_— .

Marri addressing a press conference.

healt

of c*:'!J:lur_m, adversely atfecting the overall economie

of the country. The primary concern is how to
improve the trade balance in the presence of FTAs
and how to receive the most value from the trading

partners of the country

imbalance

Flmf orms,
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to show

He said that Pakistam products could not compete
with local Chinese items or with those bein
from other regions to China. He said that Pakistani
manufacturers and exporlers needed 1o adopt modern
techniques to enhance exports to
and help the country to control the overall trade

sent

artner countries

“Proper official research should be conducted to
find out the potential export lines in FTA pariner
countries. Besides this, the local industry should also
be provided with incentives by the
encourage exporters,” said Muliammad Adnan

He said that another reason for the trade imbalance
between China and Pakistan was the lack of guidance
for the business community He said that
traders were unable to explore the Chinese market
owing to a lack of knowledue. He said that Pakistani
gxporters needed to target the roper Chinese market
for their products, He added lll'_::
er was affecting trade with China

“However, the free trade agreements have starfed
witive signs. We have achieved a signifi-
cant level of trade partnerships, which will definitely
IMprove in ing
Muhammad Adnan told WealthPR INP

oovernment to

Pakistam

at the language barm-

the coming days and months,”

PML-N sends names
for caretaker Punjab
CM to Governor

LAHORE: Pakistan Muslim League
Nawaz (PML-N) has sent two names
for the caretaker Punjab  Chief
Minister (CM}) to the governor.

Following the dissolution of the
Punjab Assembly, the government and
opposition expedited consultations for
the establishment of a caretaker set-
up After Pakistan Tehreek-e-Tnsaf
(PTT1}, the opposition party, Pakistan
Muslim Lea%ue Mawaz (PML-N) sent
two names for the caretaker Punjab
CM's slot including Mohsin Nagvi
and Ahad Cheema. The names were
forwarded by the Opposition Leader
in. the Punjab Assembly Hamza
Shehbaz.

Among the nominated persons,
Ahad Cheema was facinF accusations
of corruption cases alongside the
prime minister. Cheema had sought
refivement from his government job in
June last year

He has been appointed by PM
Shehbaz Sharifl as his adviser for the
establishment.

Prior o the PML-N's letter, PM
Sharif initiated consultations for the
caretaker Punjab chief minister He
held telephonic conversations with the
top leaders of the coalition parties
including Asii” Al Zardari, Maulana
Fazlur Rehman and Chaudhry Shujaat
Huszsain NP

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan Mitsuhiro Wada called on

the Minister of State for Petroleum.,

r. Musadik Malik.

Talks with India only after
reversal of illegal actions In
IHOJK, says PMO

ISLAMABAD; The Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO) on
Tuesday said that talks with India
can only take place after Mew Delhi
reverses its “illegal actions of
Augsust 5, 20197, vﬁ'lir:h was aimed
at ﬁ]rgally‘ altering the demography
of the Mushim-majority state of
Indian occupied Kashmar

According to Kashmir Media
Service, the PMO said, “Without
India’s revocation of this step,
negotiations are not possible”

he stalement comes a day after
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
asked Indian Prime Mimster
Narendra Mod: to hold serious and
stncere talks to resolve burming
]S:‘rUt‘-S._1r1{'iLIL’il1'IgFRﬂ_ﬁhI'I'IIT. and saig
the United Aralb Emirates leadership
could play an important role in
bringing India and Pakistan to the
table Referring to PM Shehbaz’s Al

Arabiya mterview on Tuesday, the
PMO spokesperson sad that the
prime mimster had consistently
maintained that Pakistan and India
must resolve their bilateral 1ssues
through dialogue and peaceful
means

“However, the prime minister has
repeatedly stated on record that
talks can only take place after India
has reversed 1ts illegal action of
August 5. 2019 Without India’s
revocation of this step, negotiations
are not possible.”

The PMO spokesperson said that
the settlement of the Kashmir dis-
pute “must he n accordance with
the UN resolutions and aspirations
af plcoule of Jammu and Kashmir”,

“The prime minister made this
position very clear in his interview
with Al Arabiva during his recent
visit to the UAE,” he added INP

ANF seizes over
1151 kg drugs in 39
operations; arrests 28

ANF seizes over 1151 kg drugs in 39
operations, arrests 28

RAWALPINDI: Anti-Marcotics Force
(ANF) Pakistan seized 1151.015 kg of
drugs, 13.32 k& of suspected substance,
400 kg Belet Nut and 3% kg 'Ratan Pan
Masala' worth USS 38 020 million inter-
nationally, arrested 28 persons including
two women and two Alghan Nationals,
impounded 09 vehicles while conduct-
ing 39 counter-narcotics operations
throughout the country during last week.

According to ANF  Headquarters
spokesman, the seized drugs comprised
9317 kg Heroin, 975995 kg Hashish,
117122 kg Methamphetamine {lce),
23600 ke Opiom, 6232 kg
Amphetaming, 0,354 ke
ManjuanaWeed, 0530 kg Ketamine, |
Ecstasy Tabs, 8000 Rochi-2 Tabs, 6.5
kg socked Tee, 132 ki suspected sub-
stance, 400 kg Belet Nut and 38 kg
'Ratan Pan Masala'

He informed that ANF Balochistan

recovered 83599 kp of drugs in three
operations and arrested two afghan
nationals involved in drg 5rn1|s:%|r|g.
The seized drugs comprsed 00 kg
Hashish, 1155 kg Methamphetamine
{lee), 20 kg Okwium and 0490 ke Heroin,

ANF Punjab recovered 3%.675 kg of
drags i six operations and arfested two
persons ingluding a female involved in

drug smuuﬁ]ing_and impounded  two
Ec_l\'l&n‘élﬁs. The seized drugs comprised

Heroin. 37.5 kg Hashish, 0.300
kg Methamphetamine %Ice}_x_ 0.530 kg
Ketamine and 0.050 kg Marjuana

ANF KPK recovered 115444 Kg of
Drugs in 11 operations and arrested
seven persons involved in drug smug-
gling and impounded two vehicles. The
seized dnlg;s comprised 5624 kg Heroin
and 109 82 ke Hashish

ANF Sindh recovered 117344 ka of
drugs, 13.32 kg of suspected substance,
400 kg Belet Nut and 38 kg 'Ratan Pan
Masala' in seven operations, arrested




