First Digital,Print Daily of Balochistan Editor : Asim Khan

UETTA VOI

W Https:// www.quettavoice.com/

Email adderss:

Rs.10.00 Vol. V No.330
dquettavoice@gmail.com
Friday 20

C E January,2023

D @) W K] Quettavoice
JI hopeful PPP will
address its reservations
regarding Sindh LG polls

Earthquake tremors felt
in Kharan Balochistan

Muhammad Anjum

ABC Certified

Fafen says contr
oversies in Sindh LG polls
‘do not augur well’ for
veneral elections

Tourists throng towards
anna Lake Quetta
after snowfall

I “‘-'“‘ W

Earthquake tremors were felt in Kharan and
adjoining arcas on Thursday mnrninﬁ. However, no
human or property loss was reported as a result of
the earthquake tremors. The earthquake was record-
ed at 3.7 on the reactor scale. Its depth was 20 kile-
meters and its epic center was 28kms south of
Kharan

NA speaker defends

snow and visit Ziarat and Hanna

Syed Ali Shah Lake. “We are planning to visil dBClSlon t0 accept
anan Mandokhail ;ﬁijgral - tomorrow™,  Arsalan
informed.

W

Mountains around Hanna Lake

Hundreds of tourists includ-
i had wormn a white carpet, which

ing women and children
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resignations of PTI

thronged towards the beautiful
Hanna Lake Quetta after the
first snowfall of the winter sea-
son. Quetta and most parts of
northern Balochistan received
heavy snowfall and rainfall
duritig the last two days. Snow
and rainfall have wrned the
weather ¢old and people pre-
ferred to be confined to their
homes.

However, once a deserted
lake was filled with rain water
after a long time and tourists
rushed towards the site with its

incrensed ils natural beauly and
aftracted tourists from across the
country. Images and videos of the
lake filled with clean blue water
went viral on social media.
Crowds of tourists could be seen
in the lake enjoving the first
snowfall of the vear

No basic
Sfacilities at the
lake: Tourists

natural beauty, “We are here to .

enjoy the cold and pleasant Cﬂmpfﬂlﬂ
weather”™, Muhammad Ajmal .

Kakar, a tourst from the However, tourists com-
Muslim Bagh area of the Killa lained about the lack of basic
Saifullah district said. Like acilities inside the lake. “What

Kakar, scores of tourists were
roaming the lake to enjoy

pleasani weather after the _°

snowiall,

Clean cold
water attracts

a beautiful natural bcaul;}'_ but
not a single faetlity™,
Muhammad Jaffar, another
tounst from the Pishin district
of Balochistan lamented. Jaffar
had brought all family mem-
bers in a van to witness Hanna
lake filled with clean water
alter a long time. The British

~ colomal rulers had constructed

lawmakers

Mational

Assembly
Speaker

Raja Pervaiz

Ashraf  on  Thursday
defended his decision to
accept the resipnations of
PTI lawmakers, saving he
onlv did so after they werns
able to “satisfy him” by
proving that it was a “vol-
untary decizion and not
under  pressure”In an
%s_lrm{ bid to seuttle the

notification of the mem-
bers, mostly the top brass

of the PTl and former
members of Imran Khan's
cabinet, came as a surprise
for the PTI as well as polit-
ical cxperts as only two
weeks back, the speaker
had refused to accept the
resignations. Meanwhile,
PTT leader and former MNA
speaker Asad Qaiser had

s : [['s purported plan o termed Ashraf”™s move 1o be
fourisis the, Hanna Lake in 1894 to bring a confidence motion  a “grave injustice” to the
33;’:::"’ t;i!%m“;:?r ‘t?:plfjtﬁs:gr agai-nst  Prime Minister  speaker’™s  office.” When

: 2 . - H : § Shehbaz Sha-nf, Ashraf on vou occupy a constitutional

Clom pold yemid alities recharge ancient springs in the Tuesday had accepted the  posinon, then vou should

tourists from across Balochistan
and other parts of the country. “1
am coming hers after five vears™,
Arzalan, a voung man from
Farachi said. Arsalan had trav-
gled from Karachi along with
Four other  youngsters  from
karachi o Quetla fo witness the
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nearby mountains, and promote
a\?kriculture in the city
Migratory birds from Russian
Syberia also used to come 1o
the lake in the winter season,
But that 15 no more the case
because of hunting and lack of
water in the lake.

resignations of 34 PTI law-
makers alongside Awami
Muslim  Leapue  chief
Sheikh Rashid. resulting in
their de-notification by the
Election Commission of
Pakistan. The ECP commu-
mique regarding the de-

make decisions keeping in
mind the law and the
Constitution. You have to
act in accordance with the
law [rather] than fulfilling
the wishes of political peo-
gfhsk Caizer had said Web

Baloc'hiﬁs.

an G
salaries of emp

ovt not in a position to pay
oyees: CM

was apprised of the financial position of the = :
Staff Reporter prm-'ii]':licl::le. However, the Feda'_gl government | - rﬂ-" Bﬂ[ﬂﬂh I.ﬂtlﬂ hﬂd
15 yet to translate its words into action, he [ '

QUETTA: Chief Minister Balochistan
nesday said

Mir Quddus Bizenjo on Wed

said.

already faced the

that the financial condition of the provn- Government was brunt of climate
Clal ZOVErnment Was Serious an at 1l was L] .

ot ibon to pay the salaries of the not in a position to

Eﬂvgn‘:nﬁsti mpiuﬁra};a. lI:Thaf.-ﬂ“ﬁﬁ]'nﬂ has Ckaﬂge

expressed serious concern over the prevail-
andout

ing financial crisis, an official
issued here said.

Official matters were
badly paralyzed because
of financial crisis

people

support flood-affected

He said official matters were badly para-
ze : prevailing financial
crisis. He said that the federal government

lvzed because of the

Mr. Bizenjo said the flood-affected
people were in desperate need of sup-
port and that the provincial govern-
ment was not in a position to support
them due to the financial crisis. “We
demand our fair share in the national
finance commission award”, he said.

deprivation

MASSES,

ment of outs
Balochistan,

Balochistan, Mr Bizenjo said.
Balochistan had alread

climate changf: and

that the federal government should support
all possible stmﬁgrt to the provincial gov-
ernment in a

This situation has developed a sense g

among  the le ot

& 540
aced the brunt of

obal warming and

ssing the issues of the

He reiterated the demand for the pay-

tanding the PPL share for

3 cops martyred in terrorist
attack on Khyber checkpost

Three police constables were
martyred in a terrorist attack at a
police checkpost in Jamrud tehsil
of Khyber tribal district on
Thursday, police said.

The banned Tehreek-i-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) claimed responsi-
bility for the attack.

In a statement, police said that

Rafig.

Speaking to  Dawn.com,
thber District Police Officer
(DPOY) Imran Khan said it was a
“goordinated attack™ during
which the assailants opened fire
and lobbed hand grenades while a
suicide bomber was also present.

The DPO had earlier said that

across the country, believed to
have been planned and directed
by the outlawed TTP leaders
based in Afghamstan, .

_ The TTP, which has ideclogical
linkages with the Afghan Taliban,
executed more than 100 attacks
last year, most of which hap-
pened after August when the

Fafen says controversies in
Sindh LG polls ‘do not augur

well’ for general elections

The Free and Fair
Election Network (Fafen)
said on Thursday that
controversies regarding
the guality of the elec-

Election Commission of
Pakistan needs to open up
to political actors and
address their legitimate
concerns, the  report

unknown persons attacked the iwo police officials were mar- ﬁmqp‘s peace falks with the | toral process in the added.

Takhia Bez police checkpost at  tyred in the attack akistan government bezan to § recently held Sindh local | The report further
7:30pm. The statement said the KP Chief Minister Mahmood falter. The ceasefire was formally | govemment polls “do not noted that an “impressive
gunmen, armed with hand Khan condemned the attack and  ended last gear on Nov 28 by the | augur well”, especially number” of voters turmed

grenades, entered the premises
and opened fire using a sub-
machine gun. ;

The police statement said that
after the firing, a suicide bomber

spught a report from the provin-
cial police chief, In a statement,
he said he had directed police to
send reinforcements.

“The sacrifices of the martyrs

TTPThursday’s incident comes
days after a senior police officer
along with two constables
embraced martyrdom in a mid-
night militant attack on Sarband

when political parties are
preparing for general
elections. ;
In an  observation
report, Fafen noted that

rectified through negotia-

- h

wekeri and so will

up in Badin, Jamshoro,
Tando Muhammad Khan,
Tando Allah Yar, Thatta,
and Malir district while
the turnout in Karachi

blew himself up. “Three police will not be in vain,” he said. olice station on the outskirts of | many controversies in the  figns among al ttical blic trust in democracy  Central, Karachi East
constables have been maﬂgred Over the past few months, ter-  Peshawar Officials said the mili- | LG polls stemmed from  aepors, B F E’.‘,’d its ability to ;mpra‘?e Karachi West, Karachi
while reports of the injured have  rorism has been rearing its head  tants had carried out a “coordi- | weaknesses in the legisla- South, Korangi,

not yet been received,” the state-
ment  said, identifying  the
deceased as Manzoor, Yunus and

again in the country, especially in
and Balochistan. Pakistan has
seen a rise in terrorist attacks

nated” attack and used advanced
equipment, including  thermal
weapon sights Web Desk

tive framework that gov-
erned elections, adding
that these needed to be

“Unless elections lead
to political stability, the
process of democratisa-
tion will continue to

the social and economic
well-being of the peo-
ple,” the report said.

At the same time, the

Hyderabad, and Keman
districts was “relatively
low" . Web Dsk

JI hopeful PPP will address its reservations
regarding Sindh LG polls

Jamaat-i-I1slami’s (J1) Hafiz Naeemur Rehman said on Thursday that he

was hopeful the PPP, the nuling

in Sindh, would address the former's

reservations about the recently held local government elections,

He made the remarks after meeting with a PPP delegation led by Saeed
Ghani, who is also the provineial information minister. i

The meeting came days after the JI chief levelled serious allegation of

rigging against the PPP, which led Sindh Chief Minister Murad

li Shah

to contact him over 'd'ledphone and assure him that legitimate concerns

re%ar!:i'mg the polls woul

be addressed.

t is pertinent to mention that the Election Commission of Pakistan

(ECP) has taken notice of alleged iregularities in six union councils (UCs)
3 carir ot i

amid accusations b)lrI
that the PPP used {
results”

ag and PTT chairman Imran Khan

e Sindh government’s resources 1o “manipulate the

At the outset of today’s press conference in Karachi, Rehman said that
recounting of votes was underway in some places, due to which problems

WETE Ansing,.

“We have forwarded our complaints regarding what happened on the

d%y of the polls to the election commission, In some
offi

places, the presiding

cer along with the ballot box were picked up.”

ies,"T]

23

st few d

He said that the main issue the party had was with obtaining the Form
11 and 12 and the subsequent “changing of the results”, ;

“We contacted the election commission and also the PPP to resolve this
matter.” He noted that the ECP would hear the party’s reservations regard-
ing some UCs on January 2 e P

But UCs which are facing recounting issues [ ] recounting 15 a legal

process but if illegal moves are made during a legal pro
the whole exercise fake [sic] which has happened in this case™

He further said that the party had informed the Sindh government and
the PPP of its reservations regarding the LG polls. *1 hope that Sased
Cihani bhai and his whole team will Took at the issue and things will be
resolved. We will wait and if things improve then there will be more talks.”

For his part, Ghani congratulated the ¢
seats duning the LG polls. He said that the PPP had contacted the party in
an effort to hear their reservations and complaints.

“We have been saving for the
1::1::-1'r:|1'tE_i:1F that we want PPP and JI to work to

is is a good opporunity for this city,

ies that two mamre political parties work to
tion."Web Desk

| process, then it es

J1 for securing a “good number™ of

ays, since the results started
ether in the city’s local bod-
e people and the local bod-

her to improve the situa-
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Slow pace of
development
projects in Quetta

The pace of the development projects currently underw
arious suburbs of this provingial capital paints a ble

slow,

in Quetta is
picture when

it comes to development projects and the availability of basic facilities
including water, education, health, road network, and sanitation, :
Billions are pumped by the federal and provincial governments to bring

this city at

ble results. For instance, the d

yet to be completed in spite of passin

Sabzal Road is yet to

constructe

r with other devedgFed parts of the cnumg, but with no I-
ization of the Sabzal Road, Sariab Road s
5 three years.

. Former Chief Minister Balochistan, Jam Kamal Khan inaugurated a por-
tion of the Sabzal Road, which was really a good addition to the develop-
ment and beauty of Quetta. However, a major portion of Sabzal Road is yet
to be completed. Dirty water on the surface of the road and piles of garbage
made peoples’ lives miserable. ) )

_Residents of the area have made repeated appeals for immediate construc-
tion of the road, Chief Minister Mir Quddus Bizenjo has also visited the
road and directed an early construction. Despite this all, the road is yet to be
constructed. This actually exposes the bad governance in Balochistan.
directives of the high-ups
Sariab Road and other engoing developm

Action should match
at a slow

ments to ensure timel

. Chief Secretary
1ous development schemes
completion,

jects are also underway

ent pro
alochistan Ahgul

Aziz Ugaili visited var-
the other day and direct

ed the concerned depart-

Action should match the directives of the high-ups, People are fed up with

the ongoing slow-paced
provincial government should _ :
various development projects in Quetta with the media and people.
and accountability,

im‘RfO‘r'B [ransparen

projects, which compound their problems. The
d] also share the volume of ﬁ.mdsl:!:;

ing spent on
is will

viable master plan needs to be evolved to address the city’s problems
including an influx of people, new settlements, traffic, water, education and

health problems.

EDITORIAL
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Food Security for Pakistan

Mational security can-
not be guaranteed unless
there is food security in
Pakistan, Urgent atlen-
tion needs o be given
towards reforming and
modernising the agncul-
ture sector as well as con-
tmilmhg population

rowth,
This was the key mes-
sage of the eminent
speakers at the seminar
on ‘Food Security for
Pakistan® organised by
the Centre for Aerospace
&  Securi Studies
{(CASS) in Islamabad.
Syed Fakhar Imam,
Former Federal Minister,
Ministry of Mational
Food = Security  and
Research, Government of
Pakistan was  the
Keynote Speaker, while
other eminent speakers

included Dr  Abid
gafyun_l Suleri,
xecutive Director,

Sustainable
Development Polic
Institute, Islamabad; Mr
Ashfag Mahmood,
Former Federal Secretary
for Water and PFower,
Government of Pakistan,
and Ambassador Shafgat
Kakakhel, Chairman
Board of Governors,
Sustainable
Development Policy
Institute, Islamabad. The
seminar was concluded

President CASS Air

rshal Farhat Hussain
Khan §Retd}, while Dr
Fia Ul Haque Shamsi
Director at CASS moder-
ated the proceedings.

Dr Zia Ul Haque
Shamsi, while delivering
the Opening Remarks,

highlighted that Pakistan
being the fifth largest
state 1 the world, and a
Eredaminnnlt}- agri-
ased society, unfortu-
nately faces serious con-
cerns of food insecurity
for various reasons. This
was especially concern-
ing because while efforts
were in hand to improve
farmin processes
through modern meth-
ods, better seeds devel-
opment, and resource
management, Pakistan
still had a long way to go
in ensuring food security
for its growing popula-
tion at an affordable cost,
he said.

In his Keynote Address
on ‘Role of Sfriwlturc

Sector and Food Secunty
in Pakistan’, Sved Fakhar
Imam pointed out that

national security, interma-
tional secunty, and food
security were all inter-
linked and could not be
divorced from each other.
He lamented that of the
five major crops, wheat
was grown on 36% of the
land which was where
the problem lay. Sadly,
Pakistan had failed io
evolve high-yield crop
varieties,  Mr  Imam
argued that despite hav-
ing five major -uni-
versifies and affiliated
colleges, they were not at
par with international
standards and had outdat-
ed curriculum. In his
view, population explo-
sion was also a major
reason why Pakistan had
become an importer of
wheat. According to the
speaker, mechanisation,

modernisation, agricul-
tural extension, human
resource  development
and research were key for
slrmgtheninﬁ the agro-
economy of Pakistan,

Dr Abid Qaiyum Sulen
underlingd that tnple C
Crises "COVID, Conflict
& Climate Change' were
forcing states across the
globe to question and
rethink their healthcare
systems, economic poli-
cles, and ways of produc-
ing and consuming food,
but Pakistan, had tetra-C
crises given its
‘Complacency”. He
ointed out that even
efore Pakistan's super
floods  and  Russia-
Llkraine war, the country
was ranked 9th in the hst
of countries facing worst
food msecurity, In his
assesament, the Punjab
Food Department
released subsidised
wheat to flour mills in
April 2022, as opposed to
its earlier policy of
releasing the stocks in
September, had resulted
in the current wheat flour
crisis as it allowed the
private sector o hoard its
reserves.  Dr Suleri
warned that future gener-
ations of Pakistan faced
heightened risk of mal-
nourishment,  wasting,
stunting as well as low
I3, He urged shifting to
precision  agriculture
technologies; adopting
climate-smart agri-prac-
tices; integrating social
safety nets for farmers,
including weather index
based insurance; improv-
ing  agri-institutional

arrangements; offerin
smart subsidies; an
solarization  of  tbe

wells, among others,
While analysing the
availability of water for
agricultural needs, Mr
Ashfag Mahm_mdo?pm—
vided an overview of the
water  resources  of
Pakistan under the Indus
Waters Treaty and trans-
bounda waters. He
informed that glaciers,
snow melt, and rains
were major sources of
water for Pakistan. In his
view, the effects of glob-
al warming and climate
change had made it difli-
cult 1o ensure sustainable
waler management in the

country, He proposed
Inereasmg water storage
capacity by bulding a

combination of large,
medium, and small dams;

harvestin Tainwater,
particularly in barani
areas; rationalising water
withdrawals by
provinces, conserving
and recycling water;

proactively addressing
transboundary ~ water
issues; population con-

trol; desalinizing sea
water, and promoting
information  dissemina-

tion and rationalisation
of virtual water,
Ambassador  Shafqat
Kakakhel expressed dis-
appointment that the
problem in Pakistan was
not the preparation of
lans and i:m]acts rather
lacked implementation as
institutional
ments for translating
them into  tangible
actions was continuously

arrange-

eroding. He wamed that
the cumulative effects of
climate change would
nol just be on Tood secu-
rity but  would also
imgrease  poverty and
show down poverty eradi-
cation efforts. He advised
adopting the perenmal
system of irrigation in
the country.

While delivenng the
Concluding Remarks, Air
Marshal Farhat Hussain
Khan (Retd) thanked the
?Ipeakers or  their in-

epth analysis of food
security, especially its
impact on Pakistan's
security and socioeco-
nomic development, He
stressed that a malnour-
1shed Eupuiatmn was
vulnerable to exploita-
tion by both internal and
external adversanes and
could not be expected to
contribute  to  nation-
building, hence, security
of the state was bein
compromised. He ur
that national security
should define “food secu-
rity" as one of the vital
national interests.
President CASS recom-
mended that in order to
become self-sufficient,
more research and devel-
opment on modernisin
the agriculture sector an
adopting new irmigation
technigques was a need of
the hour ;

The seminar was
attended by retired mili-
tary officers, scholars
from various think tanks,
journalists and student
who actively participat
in the interactive ques-
tion and answer session,

Sadly, the new year has
brought us a literal cloud
of murky gloom in
Punjab and a more
metaphorical  mist in
other parts of the country.
Many wonder what the
future is of a nation
where the federal cabinet
suggested at a pivotal
meeting in [slamabad that
50 per cent of street lights
be turned off and markets
closed by 8:30pm. These
mﬂ be useful measures,
had our situation not been
so critical. .

The real problem is
that Pakistan is faced
with a massive economic
crisis, unable to pay back
debt and almost certainly
doomed to go back to the
IMF programme with all
its many hardships for the
ordinary people who are
already struggling to sur-
vive. Even the middle
class and upper middle
class have been affected.
The wealthy who remain
untaxed because they are
landowners or have enor-
mous influence continue
to live lifestyles of luxu-

.
But, somewhere, a
ﬁ]_:lmmtr of light does
icker. We have
Pakistanis with clear
ideas on how the econo-
m¥ of the country can
still be salvaged at least
over a period of time.
There is no reason after
all why Pakistan should
be exporting fewer cotion
roducts than
angladesh. Dr  Atif
Mian argues that only an
IMCrease In exports com-
bined with other meas-
ures can help rescue
forex reserves and put the
country back in a situa-
tion where it has the abil-
ity to sustain itself. The

A brighter future?

more Timisﬁc Dr Asim
Ejaz Khawaja suggests
that at the micro level
steps are being taken by
people such as the school
teacher who holds addi-
tional classes each after-
noon in an Islamabad
park for children not
UII;ﬁ to school to reme-

that is wrong. His
belief that education
embraces the direction 1o
& brighter future 15 a valid
one and needs to be taken
more seriously.

Rather than focusing
primarily on religious
education_and the Single
Mational Curriculum as is
happening in Punjab, per-
haps we need to see how
we can enable lower level
private  schools  to
improve the quality of
education they offer and
thereby bring more peo-
ple into a net where they
can be thlfy productive
citizens of a country
seeking a path out of
darkness, There is a need
as persons of immense

ualification who have
chosen to remain in the
country, and as people
like Df Pervez Hoodbhoy
have suggested there i1s
also a need to build on
liberal education encom-
passing a more truthful
assessment of our history
alongside |mpmﬂn%‘ the
teaching of science from
school o university level

The sad aspect of
{[:?I_clslan i5 that too i‘n&n}'

its younger e are
essenu}lallyga aht':cgi and
of those who graduate
from the best schools,
mast do not consider a
future within the country.
The collapse of the
Pakistani passport as an
instrument which can
offer opportunity and

travel is just one factor.
The state of the country
and the widening idea
that there is less and less
hope, with the latest
Mational Security
Council meeting once
Egain suggesting a hybrid
[spensalion was moving
slowly into place, deep-
ens this view. The reality
is that 65 per cent of our
gopui_at:cm is aged under
30, with a large portion of
it essentially apolitical, or
apolitical until Imran
han appeared on the
scene backed by his pow-
erful 5uggnr{¢rs in the
mid-2000s. Since then
he has become a kind
cult figure looked up to
as a hero with his misog-
yny, abusive language
and obsession with cor-
ruption beyond all else
en on board,
_ But there are persons
in the country who are
able to retain rationality
and a natural vision. They
include people like Jibran
Masir, Ammar Ali Jan,
Mohsin Dawar and others
who could, notably if
they were able to com-
bine forces in some fash-
ion, offer a different and
brighter future to the
country. This collection
of people should also
draw in individuals such
as Maulana Hidayatullah
of the Gawadar Haq Do
Tehreek who has power-
fully put forward the
needs of the community
and included a large
number of women and
people from the lowest
meome backgrounds in
his effort. ]
Pakistan then is not
without talent and not
without ability. Even in
the political landscape,
we have individuals able

to put forward arguments
ﬂ]a;tucan offer hope and
concern for the future,
The performance of the
team  led by Sher

Rahman at the COP2
Summit is just one exam-
ple of this. There are oth-
ers and these individuals
need to be utilized in the
best possible way. The
only manner to achieve
this is to ensure that civil-
ian politicians are able to
prﬂ%rcsa and push for-

ward democracy without
intervention by other
institutions. huge

amount of damage has
been done in the past by
institutions in this way,
This cannot be repeated.
Oof Course, in our cur-
rent situation we need
Emd defence against
oth external elements
and internal ones, such as
the TTP and the Afghan
Taliban. But to achieve
this, we also need the
goodwill of politicians
across the board, Most
impaortantly, we need to
base leadership on merit
and not dynasty. Yes, it is
possible some dynasties
in South Asia have pro-
duced superb leaders. But
others too need to move
into the political sphere.
Most importantly, we
need ideological diversi-
ty. There is at the moment
no real choice for voters
in terms of what political
parties have to offer. The
demise of the Left began
in Pakistan in the 1950s
with the crackdown b
Field Marshal Ayu
Khan. It has continued
singe then, The partial
revival of the Left in the
early days of the PPP was
crushed and trampled
into the ground through
the 1980s and the Zia era.

By Kamila Hyat
We need to give people
back what it offered and
allow them to make real
choices. This c?u!d
INSpIre younger e to
think about t eirpf"lr.lﬂrﬁre in
Pakistan and  work
towards a regeneration of
the country.

We must remember
that peasants as well as
labourers and blue collar
workers of all kinds form
a large part of this popu-
lation. 5o do women who
constitute almost 30 per
cent of the country’s peo-
ple. The fact that they do
not reach the 50 per cent
mark or a number slight-
1_?: higher than this as is

ie case in other coun-
tries is simply a reflection
on the way in which we
treat, or rather mistreat
girls and women. Women
could play a huge role in
I:lnnglmg about economic
development and also
social change. We need
both of these to Eu
together if there is to be
an; hope for the future.

akistan is depending
its economic policy on
seeking handouts from
China and notably Saudi
Arabia and the UAE.
This is not an effective
way to run any state in
the long term. New
thought, new people and
new ideas need to be
injected into a static state
structure and virtually
immobile society so that
differences can be made
and we can step back
from the abyss on the
edge of which we cur-
rently stand and move
towards a situation which
at the very least puts us
on par with other coun-
tries in the region and
builds foundations for an
even brighter future.

In memory of
Latif Lala

‘]r ith  the
pass:n%
away 0o

Advocate

_ Latif Afndi,
progressives and democ-
rats have lost an impor-
tant leader and one of the
finest human beings we
had. 1 have lost a great
mentor and it 15 hard to

find suitable words to pay
tribute  to  this truly
remarkable man or

EXPress my own pain in
P ¥ pa

5.

Latif Lala, a progres-
sive Marxist, had lived an
extraordinary life of
belief in the simple prin-
ciple oF_ﬁgihlm injustice.
Given his legal and polit-
ical struggle on the argi::r
regional chessboard, he
achieved more than could
be expected of any man, |
was privy to his thoughts
and struggle as we navi-
gated our legal and politi-
cal trajectones, wrestled
with an oppressive state,
confronted the strategic
policy inm Afghanistan and
the Pashtun tribal belt,
took measure of the
enforced disappearances
in the country, overcame
insurmountable odds to
fight for the political
rights of erstwhile Fata,
responded to the self-
defeating policies on ter-
rorism and radicalization
'irtl %&khlmnkhwg& dam:l
relentiess rsL -
oeratic ide};lgﬂ.:[

. Ina securitized, extrac-
tive and oppressive svs-
tem that has overséen
grave imjustices against
certain communities or
expropriated their

respurces, Lala emerged
as a strong voice of the

voiceless. Where others
feared to tread the diffi-
cult path, Lala never
minced his words regard-
ing ?EJPWSS}UH by the
powertul, of in defence of
individual liberty or rule
of law, Deeply aware of
the inherent dangers in
exposing oppressors, he
would always caution
restraint  for  young
activists; however, he
himself was an epitome
of courage when it came
to such sensitive matters.
Hardly anyone can match
his legal struggle against
enforced disappearances.
Despite massive pres-
sure, he stood like a rock
beside me during a partic-
ulardy difficult time and
led the panel of lawyers
that represented me ‘and
others in court. In our
uest to project a progres-
givel ancﬁi eral \En?ni:ieiln
Pakistan’s usual chaotic
Eomica! landscape, he
ielped us lay the founda-
tion of the National
Democratic Movement.
Latif Lala was a con-
sistent  presence on
Pakistan's national stage
for over six decades. | am
one of the countless thou-
sands who drew inspira-
tion from his courageous
carcer. From my initial
olitical engagement with
im at the Pashtun
Students Federation to
my agpfent'tc&ﬁhip at his
chamber to the establish-
ment of the NDM, Lala
was an_unending source
of mspiration and guid-
ance. While he was
instrumental in !ayl%the
foundation for the NDM
he demonstrated
immense trust in me as

his student to lead the
party, Inspiring & genera-
tion of lawyers, politi-
cians, nationalists, social
activists,  Progressives
and youth, Lala com-
manded immense respect

from all and sundry
across  the  political
divide,

While the world

remembers im for his

towering legal persona,
behind t was a man
who had a sion for

indigenous culture, enter-
tainment and extended
immense respect o
artists. | remember a man
who was always absorbed
in books and who had a
wonderful sense of wit
and a generous heart for
his mentees. | remember
a charismatic tnwenng
figure who alwa['i's hel
his audience spellbound.
Known for his mastery
over the legal and the

litical, he was frequent-
y consulted by younger

oliticians, Activists,
awyers and others look-
ing for sober analysis of
the political, legal and
regional developments in
the country.

While we moumn the
loss of one of lh&dmosl
S4n¢, COUTAZEnUs an
foundly good hur?ir:'n
beings, we must ask our-
selves one fundamental
ggestion: what shall we

to respond to the tasks
of building a progressive
and democratic society
true to the ideals of
democracy, mle of law
and fi m from vio-
lence and terror? It falls
to us as best as we can to
forward the example that
Latif Lala set.

Ag we rise from a long,
slumber and |

at ourselves after three
guarters of a m:n!'urg'. we
find ourselves engulfed in
multiple crises threaten-
ing our very existence
toﬁay. Pakistan’s crisis
today, which is genuinely
a polycrisis, looks like a
tangled thread ball — and
we need to find out what
thread to pull to untangle

it

While at the heant of
the crisis is the wvery
structure of our state,
(national secunity  state)
the economie, social and
cultural policies pursued
at home and the foreign
policy executed abroad to
strengthen the policies at
home, seem 0 be the
fountainhead of the poly-
crisis we face today.

As a consequence of
those policies, we have
arrived at this gover-
nance, economic, politi-
cal, secunity and cultural
collapse. We stand at the
cusp of a failed state

tndag'. ) )
The multiple experi-
ments during the evolu-
tion of our post-colomal
state - civil bureaucracy
dominated to military
bureaucracy led, direct
martial laws followed by
a brief civilian supremacy
of ZAB, the troika brand
hybrid model of the
19905, the new hybrid
variant from 2008 to
2018 and the 2018-2022
hybrid of the hybnd —
have created the polycn-
sis we face today.

True, economic default
stares us in the face today,
We are where we are not
because of the eight
months or, for that matter,
the policies of the last
four Hears or the policies
of the hybrd of the
hybrid regime of Imran
Khan e are here

Dreams

because of the economic
policies of many, man
decades of all the models
that have ruled the roost,
We may resume in the
IMF  programme  and
might get a dole out and a
few more loans from
friendly countries but
continuing the economic
policies of the past will
push us where we might
end up as a friendless
country with no future,
The current coalition
leadership has a dauntln%
challenge in front of
them, They can get out of
the kitchen if it 15 too hot,
but they would also have
to take the responsibility
for getting into  the
kitchen in the first place.
The second option is even
more challenging. They
can also opt for laying the
foundation for the much-
needed reforms  and
include those reforms in
their election manifestos.
The qurre?;d taxatmln
system 15 atory, It
sgages the ;;vadarsmaqd
imishes the payers and is
nngm? economic col-
lapse. It is not sustain-
able,

The historical choking
of the civilian institutions
by the establishment has
created the current mess
we are in, Although there
was an admission l::f' the
former COAS and the
reiteration not to pursue
the policies of the past,
we shall see how that
resolve is put into prac-
tice by the current leader-
ship. Ronald Reagan
once said; Trust but ven-

¥

The country must
switch from a geostrate-
gic to a geo-economic
vision, resolving some
and putting on the back-
burner some with our
neighbours to promote
regional trade and better

and nightmares

economic ties.

The political class and
the establishment must
agree to an economic
vision for the country and
ensure political stability,
following the rules of the
game and saying farewell
to political mgmcunn;.lg.
If we don’t do 1t, we wall
sooner rather than later
end up as a failed state. A
nuclear armed failed state
with multiple ethnie, reli-
qus'l' social and class
auft lines will be more

catastrophic than
Yugoslavia, Im.ﬂ Libya
and Rwanda, all rolled
InLG one.

More than holdin

early, on-time or delay
elections, the national
conhsensus on the eco-
nomic, political and for-
eign policy for the future
is important. Regardless
of the shenanigans of
Imran Khan and his anar-
chist policies and actions
since his g.lsrplllsisa] from
er 1n Apnl last year,
o political stabiliy wall
be achieved if there is no
consensus on the big tick-
et items for the future.
Without that consensus,
the elections will only act
as a catalvst =~ for
Armageddon,

Much has been said
durm%:.aﬁh crisis that we
can’t have a reform agen-
da during the crisis. That
is how we have added a
new ¢risis each time into
the polycrisis we face

tcu:laﬁf. ]
The  history of the
strugzling nations  that

have overcome such
crises says it loud and
clear they succeeded

only because their leader-
ShIJJ pulled up their socks
and made tough and seri-
ous decisions in tough
and serious times. ]

A country of 220 mil-
lion mouths can’t be fed,

logked after, educated,
skilled and brought to
compete with the comity
of nations with no invest-
ment m its educational
and healthcare systems
and with a broken politi-
cal system, badly bruised
and battered over many
decades ol‘guhttca] eng-
neering and rule of the

jurtsgle. ;

mall islands of afflu-
ence for the privileged
powerful elites and vast
oceans of poverty can't
coexist forever.

For three quarters of a
century, the ruling classes
of this country have laken
its people and their eth-
nic, linguistic and cultur-
al diversity as a hability
and dragged us into the
royal mess we are in
today. Realizing their
diversity and potential as
an asset shall set us free.

While at the heart of
the cnsis is the wvery
structure of our state,
Eﬂzunnai secunty state)

economic, social and
cultural policies pursued
at home and the foreign
policy executed abroad to
strengthen the pohicies at
home, seem to be the
fountainhead of the poly-
crisis we face today.

As a consequence of
those policies, we have
arfived at this gover-
nance, economic, politi-
cal, security and cultural
collapse, We stand at the
cusp of a failed state

today.
Tga multiple experi-

ments during the evolu-
tion of our post-colonial
state — civil bureaucracy
dominated to military
bureaucracy led, direct
martial laws followed by
a brief civilian mll{;urema

of ZAB, the troika bran
hg];nd model of the
19908, the new hybrid
variant from 2008 1o

2018 and the 2018-2022
hybrid of the hybrnd —
have created the polyeri-
sis we face today.

True, economic default
stares us in the face today.
We are where we are not
because of the eight
months or, for that matter,
the policies of the last
four vears or the policies
of the hybrid of the
hybrd regime of Imran

han, e are here
because of the economic
policies of many, man
decades of all the models
that have ruled the roost.

We may resume in the
IMF  programme  and
might get a dole out and a
few more loans from
friendly countries but
continuing_the economic
policies of the past will
push us where we might
end up as a friendless
country with no future,

The current coalition
leadership has a dauntin
challenge in front o
them, They can get out of
the kitchen if it 15 too hot,
but they would also have
to take the responsibility
for ge‘ttmﬁ inte  the
kitchen in the first place
The second option is even
more challenging. They
can also opt for laying the
foundation for the much-
negded  reforms  and
include those reforms in
their election manifestos.

The current taxation
system 15 predatory, Tt
spares the evaders and

inishes the payers and is

rmgm.g economic col-
lapse. Tt 15 nmot sustain-
able The historical chok-
ing of the civilian institu-
tions by the establishment
has created the current
mess we are in, Although
there was an admission
the former COAS and
the reiteration not to pur-
sue the policies of the

past.

Bureaucratic varsities

vblig-

P sector uni-
versities

are the only

hope of

those from the middle
class for a better future
in Pakistan. However,
across Pakistan, varsi-
ties are facing finan-

cial cuts and their
autonomy 15 continu-
ousl mmpeded by
predatory BOVETD-
ments.

University of
Karachi, one the

biggest and oldest var-
sities, 15 worst affect-
ed. Catering to 40,000
students and more than
50 diseiplines this
um:e_—tupn_utchhruniver-
sity 1s going through a
brain ai:nl.g Uneng?ng
delays in the process
of hinng and promot-
ing faculty members
take six to eight years
to complete while
other universities n
Sindh take between six
months and a vear to
do the same.

Underfunding, lack
of accountability and
disregard of standards
allow  bureaucratic
delays, frustrating KU
faculty that now stands
at the brink of disor-
der. Faculty with over
25 years of service are
retiring as assistant
professors,

Attempts were made
o refurm governance
and the Sindh
Universities
Amendment 2018 sim-
plified the process of
recruitment but

Karachi University
continues without poli-
?y reforms. Owver 400
aculty members
applied for the next
cadre in 2019, scores
have retired and hun-
dreds will superannu-
ate in next five years
but are denied the right
to present their case to
the Selection Board,
Recently Dr Zafar
lgbal of Environmental
Sciences retired after
25 years of service as
assistant professor
despite a court order to
hold his Board,
Similarly, Dr Ameer
Ahsan of Pharmacy is
to retire in October
after serving Bagqai,
Ziauddin  and lastly
Karachi  Umiversity
while waiting for a
Board

Universities
need to follow the
University Act that
requires three experts
with eight board mem-
bers to select a suitable
candidate, Instead
Karachh  University
allows deans, chairper-
sons, foreign expert
WPOI'[S and secretary
boards and universities
to further the red-tape
mn the process.

The University of
Karachi needs an over-
haul of the existing
bureaucratic mindset
and to get rid of the
assumption that red-
tape is a substitute for
standards.
Discrimination against
varsities and within a
varsity must end by

only

r Faizan Na

following same proce-
dures of %lirin ;
As reported i this
aper recently, KU
aculty members have
extended their protest
from demonstrations to
a hunger strike onto
death. This escalation
not only highlights the
sense of frustration
amongst the faculty
but also shows the bla-
tant disregard for fac-
ulty by the KU admin-
istration and the Sindh
government. The
protesting faculty say
this 15 the time for pol-
icy reforms that abol-
i15h the hindrances and
speed up the already
laved processes.
Varsities should be a
benchmark for aca-
demic standards, hubs
of knowledgze, and are-
nas for debate and dis-
agreement with a sense

that changing the
world 15 possible
Instead, the varsity

bureaucracy has aban-
doned research and
replaced it with a busi-
ness SEMsC where
research culture 15
shamelessly sup-
pressed and denied
official support and the
only function of the
administration is to
ensure salaries.

When teachers turn
to hunger strikes to
press for their
demands, society at
large must acknowl-
edge its disbelief at the
state of affairs of what
should have heen a
centre of excellence.
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ECP likely to release

schedule for by-polls on
34 NA seats next week

ISLAMABAD : The
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) is likely
to release the schedule for
by-polls on 35 National

Assmh]x}( (MNA) vacated
by PTI lawmakers next
week,

According to sources,
the ECP has decided to
hold by-polls on 35 NA
seats and schedule for by-
elections will be released
next week, The decision
was taken in an ECP

meetin held in
Islamabad, say sources.
The Election

Commission of Pakistan
SE{?Pg‘racemJy denotified
5 Members of the

Mational Assembly
_flh-fNM]l of the Pakistan

‘ehreck-e-Insaf’  (PTI)
after the NA speaker
accepted their resigna-
tions,

The denotified PTI
lawmakers include Asad
Umar, Asad Qaiser,
Pervez Khattal, Murad
Saeed, Tmran Khattak,
Shehryar Afridi, Ali Amin
Gandapur, MNoorul Hagq

adri, Raja Khurram
Mawaz, Ali Nawaz Awan,
Sadagat  Ali Khan,
Ghulam Sarwar, Sheikh
Rashid Shafig, Mansoor
Hayat Khan, Fawad
Chaudhry, Sanaullah
Khan, Hammad Agzhar,

Shafgat Mahmood, Malik

Amir  Dogar,  Shah
Mahmood (%ure shi,
Fartal  Gul, aheem

Khan, Saifur Rehman,
Alamgir Khan, Al Zaidi,
Aftab Siddigu, Ataullah
Khan, Aftab Jahangir,
Muhammad Aslam Khan,
Majeeb Haroon, Qasim
Sun and others.

Moreover, PTI MNAs
on reserved seats includ-
ing Aliya Hamza Malik
and Kanwal Shavzab
were also denctified. In
July  last
Speaker
Ashraf had accepted the
resignations of 11 PTI
MM As NP

ear, MNA
Raj};. Pervaiz

Climate change addressed
to facilitate Pakistan's
post-disaster reconstruction

BEUING: Co-hosied
by China Biodiversity
Conservation and Green
Deve_]o%me:nt
Foundation {CBCGDF)
and Pakistani Embassy
in China, a launch cere-
mony for a series of
charity events was held
onling.

During the event,
Pakistani Ambassador to
China, Moin ul Haque,
emphasized the urgency
for proactive climate
action and international
cooperation to mitigate
the effects of climate
change, according 1o
Gwadar Pro.

Since mid-June, over
33 million people in
Pakistan have been
affected by unprece-
dented raing and devas-
tating floods across the
l::g:mntr?;~ leaving mil-
lions of people in urgent
need humanitarian
assistance.

"This catastrophe
was indeed unprece-
dented in its scale and
its magnitude. However,
the nutgl-nuring of inter-
national sympathy and
support during these dif-
ficult times was very
heart warming.

A manifestation of
this was the recent
Climate Resilient
Pakistan conference in
Geneva, where we saw
strong support and soli-
darity ol international

community with
Pakistan,” said Hague.
China has always
been a \re?' strong sup-
orter and partner of
akistan, China was
among the foremost
countries to announce
the assistance package
and one of the largest
donors today," Hague
expressed his gratitude
and called for Chinese
friends from all of walks
of life to hel sufferinﬁ
Eecp]e in Pakistan, an
elp them to reconsiruct
their homes and rehabil-
itate their lives.
While addressing the
campaign in order to
raise  awareness of
enhancing climate
resilience through glob-
al cooperation and pro-

mote cultural
exchanges, Dr. Zhou
Tinfeng Secretary-
General of CBCGDF,
reiterated  the impor-

tance of global coopera-
tion in creating an eco-
logical civilization for a
shared future,

"Climate change is a
global threat nowadays
Over the past 200 years,
the development pattern
of human imdustral civ-
ilization has caused
global warming and
eventually led to many
disasters, including the
floods in Pakistan.

Everyone of us has
the obligation and

FAISALABAD:District and session Judge Khalid

responsibility to work
together to mitigate the
negative effects of cli-
mate change,” said
Zhou.

"We humans live in a
community of a shared
future. We are helpin
Pakistan restore ils sou
and habitat after the dis-
aster, which 1s  also
rebuilding the resilience
of our planet and human
hahitat,” added Zhou.

In his remarks, Vanno
Noupech, LUNHCR's
Representative in China,
said that climate change
was  aggravating  dis-
placement, worsening
poverty, food insecurity,
water shortages, and
access  to natural
resources that communi-
ties rely on for survival,

He also appreciated
Pakistan's  generosity
providing humanitarian
assistance and protec-
tion  to  millions  of
refugees and highlighted
the need for internation-
al solidarity in tackling
climate change.

International organi-
zations, Chinese think
tanks, NGOs, and mem-
bers of vouth leagues
attended the event, urg-
ing proactive action to
mitigate the effects of
climate change and sup-
port Pakistan's recon-
struction afier last sum-
mer's devastating
floods. INP

Bashir addressing

during annual general meeting of district bar, in the city.

Chairman NDMA terms Think Tank,
Emergencies Operations Centers to be
cornerstone of remodeled framework

ISLAMABAD:

Chairman Mational
Disaster  Management
Authority (NDMA)

Lieutenant General Inam
Haider Malik has said
that National Disaster
Management Think Tank
and Emergencies
Operations Center would
be comerstone of remod-
eled framework to trans-
form climatic emergency
response from reachive to
proactive mode,

He was presiding over
an_interactive session of
NDMA with
Humanitarian Partners at
Mational University of
Science & Technology
(NUST) on Thursday.
The session was partici-

ated by members of

akistan® Humanitarian

Forum PHF) and
Mational  Humanitarian
Metwork (NHMN) as well
as representatives of
international NGOs,

The session was aimed
at strengthening coordi-
nation & collaboration
across the disaster man-

agement cycle with focus
on disaster nsk reduction
for combating the valner-
abilities of natural haz-
ards. It also discussed the
key identified areas per-
taining to implementation
of climate resilience and
adaptation in Pakistan

hairman NDMA
shared the Remodeled
Mational Preparedness &
Response  framework
with participants. He also
underlined the need of
technology-based  early
WEHITHIE SYSem, Common
operating _picture  for
early warmings and con-
ducting simulation exer-
cises to mitigate  the
impact of natural calami-
ties.

He laid stress on mlti-
sectoral need assessment
survey during pre-disas-
ter phase and strengthen-
ing of Dhstrict Disasier
Manag&mem Authorities
(DDMAS) to protect vul-
nerable  groups  from
adverse impact of disas-
ter. At humanitarian front,
he called for coordination

amonﬁ - NGOs/TNGOs
with MNational Volunteers
to steer disaster manage-
ment and response in the
country. :
Participants appreciat-
ed the determination of
NDMA  to  synergize
efforts and organize dia-
logree with academia and
relevant stakeholders for
active Far‘tm:putmn for
remodeling of disaster
management in Pakistan,
Representatives of
NGOs'  INGOs &
Academia drew attention
on various issues related
to admimistration, disaster
mitigation & compound-
ing approaches, alloca-
ton of resources and
project funding for aca-
demic researchers in field
of disaster management
Lt Gen. Inam Haider
acknowledged the obser-
vations and assured that
recommendations  from
this session would be
taken into  fold of
Remodeled  framework
for National Preparedness
& Responze system [NP

TiCH |-[_
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for IT and Telecommunication, Syed Amin Ul

Hague pressing button to launch "Al powered Career Counselling Portal'.

Govt recorded its apprehensions
before LHC regarding
Toshakhana gifts

LAHORE: The government
on Thursday recorded its aﬁx_re-
hensions before the Lahore High
Court (LHC regarding
Toshakhana gifis stated that
public disclosure of such articles
could cause “unnecessary media
hype, which might be potential-
};{ {!ama,glnghtu the interests of

akistan 1n the conduct of inter-
national relations”™.

The concern was raised by the
govemnment in its report submit-
ted before the single-judge
bench during the hearing of a
petition seeking to make records
of Toshakhana gifts public. The
petition was filed by a private
citizen Munir Ahmad through
advocate Azhar Siddique in
December 2022

Established in 1974, the
Tosha-khana is a department

under the administrative control
of the Cabinet Division and
stores precious gifts given to
rulers, parliamentarians, bureau-
crats, and officials by heads of
other governments and states
and foreign dignitaries. The
department has been in the news
in recent days in light of pro-
ceedings against former pnme
minister Imran Khan for “not
sharing details” of Toshakhana
gifts. According to Toshakhana
rules, gifis/presents and other
such materials received by per-
sons to whom these rules apply
shall be reported to the Cabinet
Division. Justice Asim Hafeez
of the LHC conducted the pro-
ceedings, while Additional
Attorney General Nasar Ahmed
tumed up on behalf of the gov-
ernment today At the outset of

the heanng, Ahmed apprised the
court of a written response sub-
mitted by the government to the
court detailing Toshakhana rules
along with its disclosure policy.
In its three-page response, the
overnment  said:  “The
oshakhana was transferred
from the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs to the Cabinet Division
in 1973 under Schedule-11 of the
Rule of Business, 1973, The
ifts deposited in Toshakhana of
abinet Division are governed
under the ‘Procedure for
Acceptance and Disposal of
Gifts”, amended from time to
time. Lastly, the Procedure was
amended in the year 2018
whereby the retention cost of the
gift(s}) was enhanced from 20
per cent to 50pc of the assessed
value. "INP

ECP decides to notify Imran's
win on 7 NA seats

ISLAMABAD: The
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) on Thursday
decided to confirm Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chief
Imran Khan's success in seven
constituencies of the National
Assembly in the by-elections
held on October 16, 2022,

The ECP had previously
reserved its decision as Imran
had failed to submit the details
of expenses he had incurred in
the by-elections.

The PTI chief had not sub-
mitted the election expendi-
ture details within the stipulat-
ed time for the seven seats:
NA22 NAZ24, NATIL NA 45,
MNA 108, NA 118 and NA 239

According 1o the law,
details of E’le poll expenses
must be submitted to the elec-
toral watchdog within three
davs after the date of the elec-
tion, Several candidates have
been disqualified in the past
for not submitting details of

election expenses and the
Supreme ourt had also
barred the losing candidates

from contesting the next elec-
tion. However, following the
submission, the detaiﬁ. of
Imran Khan's election expens-
es were approved and the ECP
today issued a notification
confirming Imran's victory in
all the seven seats he had won
in the by-elections last vear.

Delay in repair of
blasted pipeline,
various areas of

Balochistan witness
low gas pressure

BOLAMN: Various areas

militants.

According to details, militants had blown 12
inch gas pipeline in Sirajabad area of Bolan
device resultantly
100 feet pipeline was affected. A case was reg-

through remote-controlle

istered against unidentified culprits at C1

police station in Dhadar,

] s of Balochistan
province witness low gas pressure issue due to
delay in repair of the gas pipeline blasted by the

Out of the eight MNational
Assembly seats previously
held by the PTI, Imran had
contested om seven, while
Meher Bano Qureshi was to
defend the party’s bastion in
Multan However, the
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)
made inroads, with Hakeem
Baloch winning in Karachi
and Ali Musa Gilani in
Multan.

According to the by-elec-
tion results, Imran won the
MNA  seats  from Mardan,
Charsadda and Peshawar in
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa,
Faisalabad and Mankana Sahib
in Punjab and the Korangi dis-
trict of Karachi in Sindh INP

ISLAMABAD: Chairperson of Standing Committee on Finance a
Revenue Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh, addressing a press conference at a local
hotel in Federal Capital.

Maryam Nawaz
will return on
January 29: Safdar

LAHORE: PML-M vice presi-
dent Maryam Nawaz will return
Pakistan from London on January
29, her spouse Captain Safdar
Awan confirmed on Thursday.
Maryam will land at Lahore air-
gun on 4:00pm on Sunday January

9, Safdar said, e

_ “Intervention in politics has
inflicted irreparable loss to the
country,” he said. “Ex- COAS's
intervention caused flour shorta
in country,” Capt. Safdar said.
“Pervez Musharraf’s intervention
inflicted jrreparable loss to the
county,” he said, “We will expose
those judges and generals, who
pushed Pakistan to the existing sit-
uation,” Safdar said. “Maryam
MNawaz will return to Pakistan to
expose those who had conspired
against Pakistan,” he added

According to earlier reports,
PML-MN activists have started
ﬁ;tpmhms for warm welcome of

aryam MNawaz on_her returning
back to the country. Captain Safdar
Awan has started mobilization of
the party workers and contacting
other party leaders.

Earlier, Punjab  povernor
Balighur Rehman said in a state-
meni that former Prime Minister
MNawaz Sharif is returning to
Pakistan  next month  while
Maryam is also arnving soon. It is

ertinent to mention here that
'Iarl']fam_ Mawaz has left for
London in October last year after
E&mng her passport back from the
ahore High Court {LHC) INP

SHC hears
MQM-P’s
plea against
90,000 Govt jobs

KARACHLThe Sindh High
Court {(SHC) on Thursday heard
Muttahida COQaumi  Movement-
Pakistan's (M Mtligﬂpim against
the recruitment of 90,000 vacan-
cies in the province .

At the outset of the hearin
Justice Junaid Ghaffar asked the
MOM-P's counsel why they are in
hurry on the matter. Process for
tets has begun, the counsel replied
after the SHC bench query and
added that recruitment by the
SIBA is ‘illegal’. The court accept-
ed the plea for an immediate hear-

ing,

%Earlicr, Sindh High Court
Sukkur Bench ordered fo stop the
recruitment process of Primary
School Teachers (PST) and Junior
Elementary  School  Teachers
{JEST), who secured less than 40
percent marks in the test conduct-
ed by Instimte of Business

Administration (IBA) Sukkur,

A two-member bench of the
Sindh High Court Sukkur bench
comprising Justice Sallahuddin
Panhwar and Justice Abdul Mobin
Lakho. [INP

Ll

il
nd

Pakistani rupee

Sui Southern Gas C:}mpanif team visited the

site of the blast but due to delay in repair work,
as pressure in Quetta, Mach, Pishin, Ziarat,
walat and Mastung was reduced to zero INP

Parvez Elahi demands
massive seat adjustment

from PTI for merger

LAHORE: Punjab Chief Minister Chaudhry
Parvez Elahi, leader of the Pakistan Muslim
League-Quaid (PML-0Q). has demanded seat
adjustments in Gujrat, Chakwal, and
Gujranwala divisions from the Pakistan
Tehreek-g-Insaf (PTI) in the upcoming gener-
al elections.

According to sources, the PML-0) has
expressed interest in forming an alliance with
the PTI, but only on the condition of seat
adjustments.

The Punjab CM has also requested a written
agreement over the seat adjustment with PTI
leader Imran Khan.

However, senior leaders within the PTI
have opposed Elahi’s demands for half of the
seats in the mentioned divisions.

Elahi has stated that without any significant
political benefit, the PML-Q will not unite
with the PTL" INP

Turkish, Saudi investors visit
Gwadar Free Zone

[SLAMABAD: In a
major development,
Turkey and Saudi Arabia
are mulling significant
investments in the
Gwadar  Free  Zone
{Morth) with a magnitude
of incentives as well as
conducive business and
trade activities in 2023,

GPA  official  told
Gwadar Pro that a repre-
sentative of Turkish multi-
national corporation
MNysan is visiting Gwadar
Port on  18th Janwary
{(Wednesday) with an
objective io seek com-
merce & trade opportuni-
ties and potentials of

establishing a warehouse
in the Free Zone, )
Nysan Industrial
Technology Group is a
Ilgac:cmg brand [é’:ﬁm
Turkey operating glo .
The ﬁ' san Group deals i:;'l
tyres, lead acid batteries,
auto spare parts, CNC
robotic machinery, lubri-
cants and filters. )
Gwadar  port  which
serves the primary pur-
pose of transshipment
offers lucrative prospects
to potential investors,
Another group consist-
ing of senior office bear-
ers of the Pakistan-Saudi
Business Chamber,

Lahore chamber and
Pakistan Transport
Council are also visiting
on Wednesday, Their main
P e of the visit is to
explore the sound viabili-
ty of joint ventures in a
wide range of businesses
including petrochemical
GPA official sald that
Gwadar has many charms
as it offers enormous busi-
ness  opportunities  for
both local and foreign
Potential Investors.

“The key industries
suited Gwadar include
port-centred Service

industries such as fishery,
petrochemical  industry,

tourism, trade logistics

Deputy High Commis
and port-centred process- 5

sioner and Director Trade

ing and manufacturing for  Pakistan  Sarah
industries such as assem-  Mooney also paid a 2-day
bling of oil storage, refin-  visit to Gwadar. She also
ing, transport equipment,  interacted with traders and

members of the Gwadar
Chamber of Commerce

and TIndustry, praising
Gwadar's Jevem‘pmem

ship breaking, food &
building materials pro-

cm:;;% home appliances
man CILL[II!Ig elecironics

and Information industry,”  medel.  Last  year  in
he added Recently many September a team  of
foreign diplomats visited Canada’s Barrick Gold
Gwadar including Curinmtiﬂn, headed by
German ambassador in Michael Peter Nelson
Pakistan Alfred Grannas, arrived in Gwadar and
Karachi German showed an interest in
Consulate Consul General  making investments in the
Dr Riidiger Lotz. im and export of dif-
Meanwhile British  ferent minerals INP

goes down again

ISLAMABAD: The
Pakistani rupee suffered
a fresh blow against the

US dollar on Thursday
amid reports the World
Bank has deferred

approval of two loans
worth 1.1 billion for
the country.

Az the interbank mar-
kets opened, the rupee
went down - 22nd drop
in a row — against the
greenback which was
now being traded at
Rs229,

On Wednesday, the
local currency depreci-
ated 0.11% in the inter-
bank market, declining
by 25 paisas to close the

day at 228,91,
The dull interbank
business 15 lacking

direction amid reports

the government is con-
sidering new tax-raising

measures  through a
Presidential Ordinance
that may include an

increase in the rates of
withholding taxes, more
indirect taxation, three
percent flood levy on
imports, and tax on
banks’ foreign
exchange income.

The move comes as
Pakistan mobilizes rev-
enue in an effort to
revive the  stalled
International Monetary
Fund (IMF)  pro-
gramme.

The World Bank was
guick to react, deferring
its approval of two
lpans for Pakistan worth
1.1 billion until the
next fiscal yvear pending

ISLAMABAD: Chairman NDMA Lt General Inam Haider Malik pre-
siding during interactive session with NGOs and INGOs,

against US dollar

S50me steps on the coun-
try's energy debt and
tariffs,

The funds were to be
provided for two proj-
ects including Resilient
Institutions for
Sustainable Economy
gRlSEvII and Program
or  Affordable and
ﬁ]can Energy (PACE-

World Bank was due
to mive Pakistan 5430
million for RISE-I1 and
$600 million for PACE-
II. However, it has now
deferred the disburse-
ment until the next fis-

cal {Iear.

The bank alzo
opposed  the 1%%9-3%
flood levy on imports to
fulfill the financing zap
of $32 billion, INP
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Envoy Masood Khan stresses tech sector
linkages with Irvine, California

WASHINGTON DC: Pakistan's Ambassador to the United States, Masood Khan has said that Punjab-
California Sister Province Agreement provides a model to establish domain-specific state-to-province, city-to-

city economic linkages between Pakistan and the United States,

hile talking to [rvine Mayor Farrah N. Khan, an American of Pakistani descent, he sai

“The tech-startups

of Pakistan, manned by enterprising youth, and a vibrant tech sector of Irvine, California, could forge strong pan-
nerships for not only” meeting the economic needs of the two sides but also to strengthen people-to-people

exchanges.”
Speaki

during the meeting with the Ambassador, Ms. Farrah Khan during said that Irvine is rated as one of

the top ranking cifies of the United States for stan-up businesses, strong economy and a growing job market,
It's worth mentioning here that Mayor Farrah Khan 1s serving her second tenure as the representative of one of
the economic hubs of the United States.
Masood Khan, while congratulating on her successful political career, said that her leadership qualities and suc-
kistani diaspora in the United States proud

cesses make Pakistan and

He said that Pak-origin Americans, who

KARACHI: Leader of Pakistan eopl;es Party Saedd Ghani sing press conference alon
with Leader of Jamaat-e-Islami Hafiz Naeem Ur Rehman after the meeting with PPP and JI lead-
ers at Idara Noor-e-Haq in Provincial Capital.

LHC approves
protective bail of
Shahbaz Gill

Households, edibles
burnt to ashes in T.T.
Singh fire incidents

PIR. MAHAL: Households and edi-
bles valuing millions of rupess were
burnt to ashes in separate fire inci-
dents in Toba Tek Singh on Thursday.

Fire caused due to electnic short cir-

cuit engulfed a general store located in
Ghousia Abad area of Toba Tek Singh
resultantly huge quantity of edibles
were burnt to ashes. )
_ In Mazir Park locality of Pir Mahal
in district Teba Tek Singh, fire initiat-
ed due to short cirgurt in security cam-
era engulfed a house. Fire gutted
entire household before it could be
douzed.

Teams of rescue 1122 mushed the
scene of incidents and extinguished
the fire. However, no casualties were
reported during the incidents INP

Court sends back
Thatta water supply
reference against
Zardari to NAB

ISLAMABAD: The accountability
on Thursday semt back the Thatia
water wpplg-' reference against former

resident Asif Al Zardan to the

Jational Accountability Burean, ARY
Mews reported. ) )

The court announced its verdict
reserved in the Thatta water supply
reference, Accountability Judge Kana
Masir sent back the reference to the
MNARB as “the case does not come in the
Jurisdietion of the court”

_The court has directed the accounta-
bility watchdog to refer the reference
to a concerted forum.

The accountability court had earlier
reserved its verdict over the acquittal

lea of former president Asif Al

Zardan in the case, s

As per details, the accountability
court judge Masir Javed hear the
acquittal plea in the Thatta water sup-
ply case.

It is pertinent o note here that the
anti-graft !m-d{l had nominated
Zardan, Ejaz Ahmed Khan, and 12
other suspects 1n the supplementa
reference filed in connection wi
Thatta water supply scam. The bureau
had not nominated Zardan in the inter-
im reference. INP

Kashmiri will
observe Indian
Republic Day as
Black Day

MUZAFFARABAD:
Pasban-e-Hurrivat Uzair Ahmad
Ghazali has said  that so-called
Republic Dag of India will be
observed as black day throughout
Azad Kashmir to expose Indian war
erimes to the waorld, i

In a statement issued 1o the media
here on Thursdia[y, he appealed the
people of Azad Jammu and Kashmir
and Kashmin living around the world
to observe January 26th as black day
and organize protest processions to
expose real face of India.

The protest will be held at Burhan
Wani Chowk on January 26 at 10 am
where black flags will be hoisted and
citizens will march on the main high-
way" he informed INP

Pakistan, China
agreed to
temporarily

reopen Khunjerab
borde: FO

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and China
have agreed to temporarily reopen
Khunjerab border in two phases. In the
first phase, the Khunjerab border will
open for two d:rif\rs and again from end
January to early February after the
C'hll_nes.p Span .ngrﬂl‘-} i

orei ice Spokesperson
MumngnZahra Bajoch haj;n_smigd this
during weekly news briefing in
Islamabad on Thursday,

She said the Khunjerab border
remains closed during the winter
months. However the Chinese side
has agreed to Pakistam reguest for
lenjfgorary reppening of the border to
facilitate local traders. We appreciate
the special efforts of border officials
on both sides to ensure smooth border
operations despite inclement weather
conditions. ; |

Mumtaz Zahra Baloch said Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardan will
undertake an official visit to Tashkent,
Uzbekistan on 25th of this month to
attend the 26th meeting of the Council
of Ministers of Economic Cooperation
Organization. INP

Chairman

LAHORE : The Lahore
High Court (LHC) has
approved the protective bail
of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) leader Dr Shahbaz Gall,

The LHC ?ﬁpmved protec-
tive bail of Dr Shahbaz Gill
till January 24 besides order-
ing the Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) to provide
copies of all cases against the
PTI leader.

The LHC’s Justice Tan
Saleem Sheikh heard the bai

lea of Dr Gill. The PTI
leader appeared in the hear-
ing in a wheelchair

The lawyer stated that a
new case was registered
against Gill by the FIA. He
said that Gill is likely to be
arrested again in the new
case, on the other hand, the

agency was not providing the
details of the cases,

Shahbaz Gill through his
counsel sought protective
bail from the %ltgh court

The deputy attorney gener-
al apprised the I,Ha that a
mew  Case  was fﬁgiSTEI‘td
against the PTI leader, how-
ever, he was unaware of the
First Information Report's
(FIR) number.

After Eistenin%ﬂ to the argu-
ments, Justice Tarig Saleem
Sheikh approved the protec-
tive bail of Gill till January
24 and ordered him to submit

surety bonds warth
Rs50,000.
The court ordered the

agency to provide copies of
the cases against Gill and
adjourned the hearing INP

Pakistan, Russia agree to
enhance cooperation in
diverse fields

ISLAMABAD: The Inter-
Governmental Commission
{IGC) of Pakistan and Russia
on Thursday continued delib-
erations and reached an
agreement to form working
groups and further the exist-
ing cooperation between the
two countries in diverse fields
mcludmghenergy, oil and gas,

The #th three-day meeting
of the IGC, which started here
on Wednesday, reviewed the
areas of cooperation and
looked into ways and means
of explonng new opportum-
ties for strengthening bilateral
relations. :

Experts of the two countries
held technical sessions and
debated on possibilities to
further deepen bilateral coop-
eration in trade and invest-
ment;, agriculture. energy;

industry; education; science
and technology; mformation
and communication technolo-
gies; finance, customs and
communication, besides
roads, postal service and rail-

'W&lyS. : ]
The Russian side observed
that the energy sector was the
main focus because its
Energy Minister Nikola
{ii‘lulﬁmmf was himself lead-
m%E e negotiations, )

he two sides have decided
to move forward together in
the field of energy, and
Pakistan would get the benefit
of Russian expertise in the oil
and gas sector. _

The vtsmnﬁ_delegmmn also
suggested Pakistan take bene-
fit of Russia’s expertise in the
field of science & technology
and research. INP

Pakistan urges UNSC to act
‘swiftly, resolutely’ to end
Israel’s rights abuses in
Palestine’s occupied lands

UNITED NATIONS:Pakistan
Wednesday called on  the
Security Council to act “swiftly
and resolutely™ to bring a halt to
a host of Israel’s human rights
violation in  the occupied
Palestinian territory and contin-
uous provocations at the sacred
Al-Agsa Mosque compound,
and ensure its compliance with
International aw, and implement
the resolutions on the Middle
East contlict.

Speaking in the 15-member
Council’s debate on the situa-
tion in the Middle East,
Ambassador Munir Akram said
that the two-State formula,
envisaging establishment of an
independent Palestinian state
alongside Israel, offers the only
solution to the Palestinian-

lsraeli conflict.

Digital Summit.

“The rising extremism in
Israghi leadership must not be
allowed to foreclose this solu-
tion,” the Pakistani envoy said,
referring to the new Israeh
extreme right-wing government
led by Prime Minister Benjamin
Metanvahu,

“There is no question in any-
body’s mind that Israel’s actions
in the occupied Palestinian
lands — the seizure of land and
properties for lsraeli settle-
ments; the violence against
unarmed Palestinian children,
women and men; the blockade
of Gaza, and the desecration of
Holy Al-Agsa - are of all grave
violations of Security Council
resolutions and international

law, including humanitarian
law,”  Ambassador  Akram
added INP

have excelled in their respective areas, were not only an asset for Pakistan but an abiding link between Pakistan

and the United States.

Referning to his recent visit to California and signing of Punjab-California sister state-province agreement, the
Ambassador termed the development as historic which would bring Punjab. the largest populated province of
Pakistan, and state of California, the largest state of the US, closer and would open up vistas for enhancing eco-

nomic interaction between the

two countrnes.

Ms. Farrah Khan thanked the Ambassador for warmly receiving her and highlighted tech, meditech and artifi-
cial intelligence as the major sectors where Irvine was witnessing significant progress. :

Higher education and advanced learning in the latest technologies was another promising area for enhancing
mutual collaboration, she said. Farrah Khan also highlighted the valuable contributions being made by Pakistami
drasgura towards socio-economic development of Irvine and the state of California. . _

The Ambassador invited Mayor Farrah Khan to visit Pakistan along with a business delegation for promoting
cooperation between chamber and industry and to strengthen people-lo-people |l1‘lkag&5.iNEE

Investment Readiness
Conference for KP Integrated
Tourism Zones held

ISLAMABAD:  An

Conference for Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) Integrated
Tourism Zones (ITZs) was held here at a local hotel in

Islamabad on Thursday.

Investment Conference on 'l i
Zones in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa' (1T2) was organized to
mobihze private sector investments an
responsible tounsm. This is for the ITZs in Mankyal
Swat and Ganool, Manshera, The event was attended
a4 huge number of \
Presidents of 1CCIl, RCCIL. representatives of PTDC,
KP-BOIT and other trade associations were also pres-

by a

ent.,
 The ITZs is a maiden concept in Pakistan which
aims 1o open a new destination in  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa to promote responsible tourism by ‘sug-
esting diversity and quality in the tourism offenng of
these destinations and provide guidance for tourist
planmng and destination management activities.
ITZ feasibilities and master plans were prepared by
the KP's Department of Tounsm (DaT) through the

World  Bank-sponsored

Integrated Tourism Development (KITE) project with
the support of international experis over a
year. The provincial authomties and other speakers
shared the opportunities for private sector investments

with the participants
As part of
destination have been pr

invite investments from the private sector, It 1s expect-

Police book Ali

Zaidi, 17 other

PTI leaders in
DC’s office
protest case

KARACHI: Karachi
Police have registered a
case against PTI Sindh
President Ali Haider Zaidi
and 17 other party work-
ers under terrorism and
other charges after rival
political activists clashed
gutsuie the Keamari

eputy  commissioner’s
(DC).

e clashes followed
Sunday’s local govern-
ment elections, the con-
tentious results of which
were called into question
by the PTI and Jamaat-i-
Islami, whose workers
took to the streets yester-
day, The second phase of
the local government
elections was held in 16
districts of Sindh on
Sunday.

 However, according to
Site-A  Station  House
Officer  Zulfigar Al
Bajwa, no one has been
armested so far. According
to Mobin, he was present
at the Keaman office
on his duty when at
arpund Spm, some 150-
200 PTI workers — led
by Zaidi and 17 other
leaders — “attacked the
DC office while shartu_nﬁ
slogans and armed wit
weapons, canes, and
sticks”.

The FIR also men-
tioned that the workers
pelted stones at the office
and destroyed the fumi-
ture, windows, and doors
there. Tt further alleged
the roters stole varous
valuable items from the
office, including
laptops. INP

Pakistan calls
upon Iran to
ensure
investigation
into cross border
terrorist attack
in Panjgur

ISLAMABAD:
Pakistan has called upon
the Iranian authorities to
ensure a thorough investi-

ation into the cross bor-
er terrorist attack that
took place in Panjgur dis-
trict of Balochistan and
bring the perpetrators to
task.

At her weekly news
briefing in Islamabad on
Thursday, Foreign Office
Spokesperson  Mumitaz
Zahra Baloch said the ter-
rorists used the Iranian
soil to target a convoy of
security forces patrolling
along Pakistan-Iran bor-
der. She said we expect
Iran 1o ensure its territory
is not used for ¢ross bor-
der attacks in Pakistan.

The spokesperson said
Pakistan condemns terror-
ism in all its forms and
manifestations. INP

2

ISLAMABAD: President Dr. Arif Alvi addressing the concluding session of the:(?ril}bal

national-level

this exercise, customized plans for each

Investment  Readiness

ed that this approach to destination management will
lead to an improved visif
tion of sites and mobilization

visitor expenence, better regula-

resources from the pri-

vate sector for the identified investments.

‘Integrated Toursm

promaote

Investors.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
ol of ane
tives un

new an
and will be used to

Director General KP Culture and Tourism Authonty

(KP CTA) Muhammad Bakhtiar Khan in his keynote
address stated “I(hé.'ber Pakhtunkhwa 15 well
tioned as a preferre I
it has a considerable competitive advantage due to the
natural endowments and a culture of hospitality. The
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government is not only focusing
on creating employment opportunities by promoting
tourism activities but also making effo :
natural and cultural assets by promoting responsible
tourism in the province :
_ Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Tourism Department/ KP CTA
is committed to its objective of making the province a
preferred tourist destination, Efforts are being made to
not only develop new tourist sites but also better man-
age the existing tourist areas. [t is important for us to
prepare the sites for handling the tounist influx during
peak season and to harness this opportunity to create
economic opportunities for the communities, ™

Mr Al Asghar, Chief Economist KP in his welcome
addressdg‘:aave a briefing on sustainable tourism initia-

rtaken by the government, “The use of inno-

vative agpro_ac_hes including, develop
1 existing destinations, public-private partner-
ships, reduced carbon footprint and heritage
tion are at the centre of project implementation. [NP

. LW 1 | posi-
tounsm destination in Pakistan —

orts fo conserve

ent planning for

preserva-

Federal govt seizes
power of SC to appoint
chairman of NIRC

ISLAMABAD: The federal govern-
ment has seized the power of the
Supreme Court of Pakistan (SCP), the
aut _0!11’_5' to appoint the chairman of the
MNational ndustrial Relations
Commission {'NIRCL;n;l transferred the
ower from the Chief Justice of the
upreme Court to the federal govern-
ment. . !

In this connection, the Mimstry of
Overseas Pakistanis inaudibly amended
the rules of the MNational Industnal
Relations Commission, Sources told TNP
that wuhd_rmuu}g the authority of the
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court to
appoint the chairman of the NIRC is a
viclation of the decision of the Supreme
Court which wnslﬁwen by the apex court
in the case of Hiyazul Haque against

LAHORE: Special Assistant to Prime Minister Syed Fahad Hussain address-

Federation of Pakistan,

However, the government transferred
the power of appointing the chairman of
the Mational Commission for Industnal
Relations from the Chief Justice of
Pakistan to the federal government

After the amendment, the federal gov-
ernment will be able to remove the
chairman of the National Commission
for Industrial Relations and members
without giving a notice of one month to
keep control, The Supreme Court had
given a decision on Jan 13, 2013 in

case of Riazul Hagque vs Federation of
Pakistan that the appointment of the
chairman of such tnbunals and commis-
sions will be carned out in consultation
with the Chiel Justices of the Supreme
Court and High Courts, INP

ing during meet the press program in press club.

Pakistan
condemns continued

oppression by Indian
troops in IIOJK

ISLAMABAD: :
demned the continued oppression by
Indian troops in Indian llle&ﬁi(l
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (’E )}'

Foreign Office Spukes'.ﬁersnn taz
Zahra Baloch in her weekly press brief-
ing said during the last week, the Indian
forces’ personnel continued to carry out
cordon and search operations in differ-
ent parts of Rajouri, Poonch and Reasi
districts, harassing the local population.

She said in a disturbing event, two
Kashmiri youth were killed in a fake
encounter in Bud district after they
were dislodged by the Indian troops
from a vehicle and shot dead on spot.

She said a family in Kunan village of
Kupwara has been desperately lookin
for the whereabouts of their son an

Pakistan has con-

brother Abdul Rashid Dar for the last
one month. Similarly, she said a truck
driver, Dar went missing on 15th
Diecember after he was whisked away by
Army soldiers from 41 Rashiriya Rifles
unit Mumtaz Zahra Baloch said the case
of Abdul Rashid Dar, though tragic, is
not unique as over the last three decades,
hundreds have gone missing while in the
custody of Indian forces. According to
credible counts, some B0OO0D persons
have gone missing in HOJK since 1989,

She said Pakistan will continue to
raise its voice on the continuing grave
human rights abuses in HOJK an{i??.'iil
also continue to extend unstinted moral,
political and diplomatic support to the
people of Kashmir in their strugele for
right to self-determination INP

Wani urges world

community to hold

India accountable
for its crimes

ISLAMABAD: Leader of All Parties
Hurmiyat Conference Altaf Hussain Wani
while paying homage to the Martyrs of
Gawkadal has termed it as one amongst
the deadly massacres committed by the
Indian ocoupation forces since 1990,

In a statement issued here the APHC
leader while referfing to the cold-blooded
murder of innocent civilians said that it
was one of the most brutal massacres in
Kashmir's recent ]'Li.t'.u:ar{_.

He said that on this Tateful day at least
ﬁt:ly persons were killed on the spot when
Indian occupation forces opened indis-
criminate fire on a peaceful procession at
Bazant Bagh, Srinagar.

He regrettably noted that since the onsat
of the ongoing resistance movement in
1989, a number of incidents of mass-

killings have been reported in which hun-
dreds of innocent and unarmed people
including men, women and children fell to
the bullets of the Indian military and para-
military forces, :

He said that despite the passage of 33
years the victims of the Gawkadal mas-
sacre ware still wandering from pillar to
post in search of justice“Investigation
reports submitied to the government had
established the Indian army’s direct
involvement in these horrendous incidents
of the violence but no action whatsoever
was taken against the perpetrators”, Wani
said adding that it was high time that the
international community should play its
much needed role to hold Indian govern-
ment accountable for the crimes its troops
have committed against Kashmins INP




