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PTI to stage protests against
Mohsin Naqvi’s appointment
as Punjab caretaker CM

SBP increases policy
rate to 17pc to
‘anchor inflation’

Massive electricity breakdown

ISLAMABAD, LAHORE,
EARACHI, QUETTA: A mas-
sive electricity breakdown hit
the country Monday moming
disrupting life in all major
cities imcluding  Islamabad
Karachi, Lahore, Peshawar and
Quetta

Tarbela and
Mangla dams were
tripped,Sources

Sources said transmission
lines of Tarbela and Mangla
dams were tripped and afl

ower  plants  in Guddu,
}[amsh_nm, MuzalYargarh,
Haveli Bahadur Shah  and

Balloki shut down. The NPC
fuse was also switched off to
save the svstem, -

The power supply went off
suddenly at 7:32 am_ with
IESCO, LESCO, MEPCO,
SEPCO, OQESCO and K-
Electric were the most affected

A number of cities in Sindh,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Balochistan and Punjab were
without power supply.

22 districts of
Balochistan
were without

electricity

As many as 22 distncts of
Balochistan were without elec-
tricity and supply was suspend-
ed to 117 grd stations of
[ESCO.

According to QESCO offi-
cials, both electricity power
transmission lines coming from
Guddu to Quetta have been
tripped impacting 22 districis
including  Quetta, Khozdar,
Sibhi and Dera Murad Jamali

Karachi, the economic hub
of the country, also knocked oul

across Pakistan

NTDC system collapse

Sources  said  Mational
Transmission &  Dispatch
Company (NTDC) and power
distnbutton  companies have
launched efforts to restore the
power supply which may take
27 hours

In & couple of tweets, the
Ministry of Power said the sys-
tem frequency of the national
erid went down at 734 this
moming, causing a widespread
breakdown in the power sys-
tem. System mainlenance work

of the grid because of the

15 progressing rapidly ™

several times

In another post. the ministry
said the restoration of power
supply from Warsak to gnid sta-
tions has been started and in the
last one hour limited number of
orids  of lslamabad  Supply
“ompany and Peshawar Supéal].'
Company have been restore

Country has
faced such power
breakdowns

The country has faced
such power breakdowns
several times in the past
and the recent one showed

that the National
Transmission and
Despatch Company

(NTDC) had tailed to put
in place permanent remedi-
al measures to overcome
such meidents.

The WNational Electric
Power Regulatory
Authority  (Nepra) has

recently imposed a fine of
Rs20 million on the NTDC
because of breakdowns and
collapsing of its towers,

A similar kind of power
breakdown had plunged
the whole of Pakistan 1nto
darkness on October 13,
2022 when a disruption
occurred in two 500KV

transmission  lines  in
Karachi.

Before that a major
power  Dblackout  was

occurred on January 9,
2021 which had plunged
much of Pakistan into
darkness.

2015 an alleged
militant attack

In 2015 an alleged militant
atiack on a key power supply
line plunged around 0% -:J“ the
country into darkness for more
than nine hours

In October of last wear,
Karachi, Hyderabad, Sukkur,
Quetta, Multan, and Faisalabad
were it by a power outage

Nearly 8,000
megawatts of
power went
offline,power
minister

At that time, the power min-
ister said that nearly 8,000
megawatts of power went
offfine.

Back then, Dastagir had said
that the simultaneous faults in
two power lines, which had
trigeered the breakdown, at the
same time was concerning for
the government, He had also
announced that an in-depth
ingeiry was ordered and prom-

Maulana Hidayat ur
Rehman handed
over to police for a
three day remand

News Desk

The chief of the
Ciwadar Righis
Movement tGIE':?v'I}

Maulana Hidayat Ur

Rehman was handed
over to the cnime
branch on a three-day
phyvsical remand by
the anti-terrorism
court. According to the
details, Maulana along
with other members of
GRM was presented
before the anti-terror-
ism court on Monday

Maulana along with
his three other col-
leagues was presented
before Judge for iden-
tification on audio and
video case in the court
of Judicial Mawmstrate
10 Judge Abdul Sattar
Bugti of judicial 10
adjourned the hearing
of the casze

The GEM has been
protesting for the last
three months against
illegal fishing, trawl-
img, and unnecessary

clashes have broken
out between the mem-
bers of GRM and the
police. Mobile servic-
es were also suspend-
ed tor ten days which
paralyzed  life  in

Gwadar

Chief Minister
Balochistan, Mir
Abdul Ouddoos

Bizenjo took notice of
the unwanted incidents
that took place during
the clashes between
GEM and police

The leader of GRM.
Huszain Wadela was
also arrested and was
later granted bail by
the court. “hundreds of
activists and leaders of
GRM have been arrest-
ed. and several chil-
dren,  old people,
women, and men have
been injured”, a GRM
activist stated while
talking to the media.
The leader of GRM.
Hussain Wadela was
also arrested and was
later granted bail by

ised action. INP

check posts. Violent

the court.

Karachi ATC acquits Rao Anwar, others in
Naqeebullah murder case

An anti-ferrorism. court in Karachi on
Monday acquitted former Malir S5P Rao
Anwar and 17 others in the Nagecbullah
Mehsud murder case.

The brief verdict was announced by ATC
X‘u"lliud re at the Karachi Central Prison, in
which the court said that the prosecution
had failed to submit sufficient evidence
against Anwar and other accused persons

In the detailed verdict released later, a
copy of which 1s available with Dawn.com,
the judge said; “1 am of the considered
view that the prosecution since has failed to
bring home guilt of the accused bevond any
reasonable doubt and for giving benefit of
doubt to an accused it is nol necessary that
there should be many circumstances creal-
ing doubl, One single circumstance leading
towards the real doubt s sufficient to
acquit the accused,”

he judee extended the benefit of doubt

45 PTI lawmakers

Forty-five PTI lawmakers on Monday collectively -4
withdrew their resignations from the National 2 BN
Assembly on orders of party chairman and former

prime minister Imran Khan.

PTI leader Asad Umar, while announcing the devel-
opment on Twitter, said that the lawmakers have sent

emails in this regard to Speaker Raja Pervaiz Ashraf,

e |

withdraw
resignations from National Assembly

l

to the accused and acquitted them in the
case.

The court took five vears to conclude the
trial of the murder, which had triggered
widespread condemnation and debates on
social media about fake emcounters in
Karachi, particularly by Rag Anwar,

The killing of Mehsud, an aspiring
model from South Wazinstan residing in
Karachi. stormed social media with public
outery and sparked countrywide protests
by civil society against the state’s faillure to
arrest the former 55P and his team.

Anwar, along with his around two dozen
subordinates, were charged with the killing
of Nageeb and three others after allegedly
dubbing them militants linked 1o the
“Istamic State and Taliban™ in a “fake
encounter” on Jan 13, 2018, —

In March 2019, the court had indicted
Anwar and his |7 subordinates for the

killing four men on the outskirts of
Karachi

In November last year, the former SSP
had recorded his statement, alleging that he
had been framed in the case due to a
“departmental rll.{a]r\],;', but had failed to
name any officer in the police department

During the trial, the courl recorded the
testimonies of 51 witnesses — including
the medico-legal, forensic and ballistics
experts, nine private witnesses and police
officials produced by the prosecution,

During today's hearing, the ATC judge
noted the prosecution had failed to prove
that the victims were kidnagpe:d and mur-
dered in a fake encounter by Rao Anwar
and his 14 subordinate officials,
“Geo-fencing reports and call records
failed to prove the presence of Rao Anwar
and others at the place of the fake shoot-
out,” he observed Web Desk

Ahmad
Monday
Monetary
Committee (MPC)

that

Siate Bank of Pakistan
(5BP) Governor Jamez|
announged

Pal

I.!‘ pirk :"E" Ak ;

on
the

icy
ha!cr]

SBP increases policy rate to
17pc to ‘anchor inflation’

lenges for the external
sector  have increased
despite  the  policy-
induced contraction In
the current account
deficit and there has been

The decision, he added, was laken after the speaker
refused to accept all the resignations logether. “The
next step will be the nomination of the opposition
leader,” Umar tweeted.

The lawmakers who have decided to withdraw their
resignations  include Muhammad Riaz Khan,
Muhammad Yagqoob Sheikh. Shaheen Niaz, Nasarullah
Dareshar, Zulfigar Ali Khan, Nafeesa Inavat Khan,
Malik Anwar, Saleh Mohammad, Jai Parkash, Tahir
Sadig, Miaz Ahmed, Raza Nasarullah, Javed Igbal,
Munazs Hasan, Lal Chand Malhi, Sajida Zulfigar,
Sardar Muhammad Khan, Usma Riaz, Tashfeen
Safadar, Jawad Hussain and Nausheen Hamid.

Meanwhile, PTI leader Fawad Chaudhry said that
the decision was taken so that the party could take back
the posts of the leader of the opposition and parliamen-
tary party leader.

He added that the aim of the move was to get rid of

—yr
the “fake” NA opposition leader and prevent "um-
coats” from voting for Prime Minister Shebbaz Sharif
in the vote of confidence.

It is pertinent to mention here that the initial number
of resignations withdrawn was 44, however, it was
later updated After Umar’s announcement, PT1 law-
makers staged a sit-in outside the NA speaker's house,
demanding that their requests should be immediately
accepted Web Desk

decided 1o increase the
interest rate by one per
cent 1o 17pe

He e the
ANMOUNCcement in g press
conference following the
MPC's  meeting.  The
increase was largely in
line with market expecta-
tions

Separately, a press
release issued by the cen-
tral bank stated, “The
committee  noted  that
inflationary pressures are
gemstm : and continue to

e broad-based. [f these

rematt unchecked, they
could feed into higher
inflation  expectations
over a longer-than-antici-
pated penod. The MPC
stressed that it is critical
to anchor inflation expec-
tations and achieve the
objective of price stabili-
ty 1o supporl sustainable

arowth 1n the fulure ™

The MPC noted three
major economic develop-
ments since ity last meet-
ing in November — infla-
tion comtinued to remain
elevated, with core infla-
tion showing an upward
trend over the last 10
months, near-term  chal-

a comtinuous drawdown
in  foreign  exchange
reserves, and global eco-
nommice and financial con-
ditions broadly remain
uncertain in the near-to-
short term, leading to
mixed implications for
Pakistan’s economy

“0n balance, the com-
mitiee  reiterated  its
November 2022 assess-
ment that the short-term
costs of bronging down
inflation are Tower than
the long-term costs of
allowing, Web Desk

PTI to stage protests against Mohsin Naqvi’s
appointment as Punjab caretaker CM

PTI chief Imran Khan announced on Monday that the party would stage
protests thrt_:u‘tghuul_ the country against Mohsin Nagvi®s appointment as
caretaker chief minister of Punjab,

“We will stage a protest in Lahore tomorrow, then Rawalpindi the next
day,” he said in a video address, adding that demonstrations would also be
held in Faisalabad and Multan.

The announcement comes a day after the Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) appointed Naqvi, a senior journalist and owner of some
privale TV channels, the caretaker chiel minister for a 90-day interim peri-

The PTI and its key ally PML-0} had vehemently rejected the appoint-
ment and unanimously stated that they would knock on the doors of the
court and take to the streets against the electoral watchdog's decision

During today’s address, Imran wrged the nation to come out onto the
streets and prove that they “are not cattle, “We can’t accept a person who
is following an agenda and has conspired against me in the past”

Imran claimed thal during his time in power, he received reports from
the Intelligence Bureau regarding Nagvi's attempts to topple his govern-

aperation.”

IET.

acter. He predicted that

ment. “Mohsin Nagvi was the most mentioned player in the regime chanze

He further said that former president Asif Ali Zardan “considered Nagvi
a son” “You can now imagine what kind of a
Zardari — known for cormuption worldwide — thinks of him as a son.”

He further said, “In 2018, Naqvi returned Rs3.3 million to the National
Accountability Burean and accepted that he had stolen money.”

Imran added that Naqvi did not possess morals or a non-partisan char-
agvi would appoint police officials and bureau-
crats who opposed the PTL and would attempt to back the party into a cor-

rson he (Magvi) is that

“They are scared of PTT's populanity because we can’t be defeated in
elections,” Imran said. He alleged that Naqvi would not allow provincial
elections 1o take place until the electoral stafl was replaced so that the for-
mer Opposition’s win was suaranteed

Imran said that the aim of the caretaker government was to be a neutral
umpire, adding that the nominees provided by the PTT and the PML-0
were “credible and honest” Web Desk
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Editor Asim Khan

Destination of electables is PPP
in Balochistan nowadays

. The Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)., which failed to win a smgle seat dur-
ing the general elections of 2018 in Balochistan 1s finally back. Electables,
commonly called the ever-green and influential politicians have been join-

g the party for last more than a month. The seismic

clitical shift in

Balochistan 15 nothing new. Switching of lovalties and changing political
parties normally take a place before every general election in the province,

which covers half of the count
Winds of change blowi
“Winds of change are

was the Jamiat ul Ulema e Islam

nge 1n

- in terms of area
alochistan

_ : E]m}rmg i Balochistan”, 15 a commonly held
notion n villages and cities of the provinee these davs. Earlier this i,-ear_ i

party. However, PPP filled the vacuum

) with electables joming the religious

Asif Zardari has no time to visit Balochistan because of crowds join-

inﬁ the party

PP supremo Asif Ali Zardari has no time to wvisit Balochistan to
announce the joiming of the electables because of the rush The
electables/evergreen politicians thronged the Bilawal House in Karachi and

started joining the
there

PP and the party leaders preferred to receive them

Former federal mimister Sardar Fateh Muhammad Muhammad Hassam
his son Umair Muhammad Hassani, Nawabzada Jamal Raisani, the son o
Nawabzada Sira) Raisani, former Balochistan Minister, Tahir Mehmood
Khan, Mir Mohyuddin Baloch, the former central leader of the Baloch
Students Orgamization (BSO), Mir Fareed Raisam and others joined the

arty in Karachi Three former provincial ministers including Mir Zahoor

wledi, Saleem Khan Khoso and Arnif Jan Muhammad Hassani have already

jomed the party.

Sardar Noor Ahmed Banﬁulzai also joined the PPP
L1

Sardar Noor Ahmed Bang

zai who is likely 1o contest elections against

former Chief Mimister Nawab Mobammad Aslam Raisani in Mastung has

also jomed PPP

As the ruling Balochistan Awami Party (BAP) nears 115 permanent col-
lapse, its leaders and workers have started joining other political parties.

e BAP, which emerged as the largest

arliamentary party prior to the

2018 general elections has praﬂticulﬁ-’ collapsed since its incumbent CM
Mir Quddus Bizenjo, and president Jam Kamal Khan are in contaet with
other political parties for joming.

Despite ruling the province for five yvears, currently, none owns the party
and gradually everyone parts ways with it

Giving e-bikes a boost

The government has
anneunced a financing
package to promote the
sale of e-bikes. These
environmentally friendly
bikes have the poiental
to  contnbute  towards
achieving environmental
objectives,  industrial
growth and reduction of
petrol imports and con-
sutmplion )

- E-hike manl}fﬂctunnﬁ
15 a volume business, an
the Pakistan market has
the re%luucrl potential vol-
ume. There are 26 million
petrod bikes on the road,
and around two million
new bikes are sold every
vear, Also, it is relatively
cheap 1o own and operale
an e-hike then a conven-
tional motorevele. While
the u%frmrn purchase cost
is higher than that of con-
ventional motorcycles —
at least 30-50 per cent,
the fuel cost is lower

In this regard, an
affordable inancing
scheme with some inter-
est rate subsidy may be
beneficial. It 15 also a
good omen that there s
continuity of policy in
this respect. irrespective
of political changes.

-bikes have a large
market share in the devel-

ﬁqu and poor countries
o Afn.:;al_ uth Amenca
and  Asia-Pacific. It

appears that the EV car
market is small and possi-
bly not feasible either for
impodts or for progressive
manulaciunng. The story
of progressive manufac-
tunng of automobiles s

not a successful one.
Small volumes have been
a major constraint in
building a viable automo-
tive industry

There has been some
success 1n small  ears
where the price and vol-
ume Tactors are domi-
nant, There have been
uite a few successes in
the area of agricultural
tractors, which are being
manufactured and even
Efxﬁum'ted. The price and
volume factors are visible
in this case also although
there is an added factor of
the peculiarity of the trac-
tor market. Cheap credit
financing has also pro-
moted the tractor market
and its local manufactur-
mg. The tractor mdustry
has alsa benefitted from a
lack of dominance and
oligopolistic market.
something that has been
seen in the case of cars,

The import promoting
policies of the last two-
three decades under the
WTO regime and the
[MF-World Bank ideclo-
ay and the entry of cheap-
er Chinese goods has not
only slowed down local
manufacturing initiatives
but also damaged the
timely emergence and
strengthening  of  the
indusirial base, The result
and consequence s obvi-
ous in the prevailing eco-
nomic arcumslances
focusing around  current
account deficit — imports
ol S80 billion vs expors
of $36 billion. High ener-
gy imports are cne of the

leading causes of this
problem.

EV expansion may
help alleviate these prob-
lems to some degree. EY
initiatives ought 1o be
assoctated with the local-
ization of energy sources
as well. The Tast-track
solar PV programme may
help achieve some targets
tora greal extent, Progress
im solar PV has been slow
in the last few years part-
Iy due to the over-capaci-
ty issue, which is a com-
mon problem in electnci-
ty ceneration due to the
lumpy nature of supplies
mvolving 1000-13 W
capacity power plants in
the fossil fuel sector. E-
bikes have an especially
attractive aspect, and can
boost and  encourage
roof-top  solar  which
would be much more eco-
nomical for e-bike users,
One or two panels with-
out an inverter might be a
sood package for DC sys-
fems, A subsidized elec-
trcity tanff for e-bikers
in off-peak periods may
also be considered

Another market for
EVs are trucks and buses.
These vehicles consume
high volumes of diesel
These are expensive
items, operating in a
tough and competitive
market. These would also
reguire a  well-spread
charging metwork
Recently, the Sindh gov-
emment bought a fleet of
EV huses for Karachi's
public transport network,
Authonties have installed

charging infrastructure in
bus garages. For a sov-
ernment,  upfront costs
which may be as high as
S300 000 may not be as
big an issue as it may be
for the private sector.
International  subsi-
dized financing lines can
be found for financin
EVs. The conversion o
diesel buses can be a
vigble approach since
diesel engines are to be
replaced every five years
Al this replacement junc-
ture, the conversion of
diesel buses to the EV
system may be a feasible
approach. "Only institu-
tional operators may be
able 1o own and operate
EV buses due to the 1s5ue
of expensive charging
infrastruciure
If one starts wath an
mitial production rate of
175,000 units per year
with a growth rate of 10
per cent per annum. one
would get the annual
sales of 341,000 units, It
15 much lower than the
required sales of 2 mil-
lion per year by FY 2030
(30 per cent market share
of e-bikes). One would
have to start with an ini-
tial roduction  of
400,000 units per year
with an annual produc-
tion growth of 25 per cent
per annum to be able to
aet the rﬂur&_d_pmdqc-
fion rate of 2 million umis
per year. More aggressive
policies may have to be
designied in the mid term
o ﬂEl_'ucw: these tanzets
This shows that 1t may

not be feasible to achieve
the 2030 targei of & mar-
ket share of 30 per cent in
new e-bike sales. It may
be worthwhile to explore
other policy options as
well, such as conversion
of the existing motorcy-
cles 10 e-bikes; it costs
Rs50,000 tor one such
conversion. These rates
may zo down i the mar-
ket expands. Many coun-
tries, including Indonesia,
have made conversion a
part of theirr policy pro-
gramme. In [ndia, con-
version 15 being pursued
in the bus sector. one
conversion costs [TNRE
million. There are plans
in Kamataka to convert
30,000 diesel buses to e-
buses by 2030, o

India has 200 million
lus  motoreyeles.  In
Y2022, 231,338 units of
e-bikes were sold. In
India and Indonesia — two
countries with a large e-
bike market - there are
10-12 e-hike manufactur-
ers; Contrary to this, in
Pakistan, with a much
smaller markel, Licences
have been 1ssued to 23
companies  for e-bike
manufacturing, 1t would
certainly reduce the indi-
vidual market shares of
manufacturers to  an
uneconomical capacity
While companies may be
making profits, the goal
of 90-100 per cent local
manufacture will remain
elusive if this trend con-
nnues. Hopelully, some
heence holders may not
turn up.

By Zile Huma

Pakistan has suc-
cessfully  conducted
the International
Conference on
Clhimate Resilient
Pakistan with the sup-
ort of the UN n

engva to  garner
international support
for the rehabilitation
of flood victims., The
outcomes of the con-
ference have had
many posilive
impacts, which is a
huge achievement for
Pakistan,

First, the interna-
tional community has
H.I'I.nﬂlll'lﬂﬂd an enor-
mous amount of funds
for Pakistan’s flood
vigtims. The country
highlighted the suf-
fermmg of food vie-
tims during the con-
ference and presented
its framework based
on the 4R stratepy —
recover, resilience,
rehabilitation and
reconstruction. The
rime minister of
akistan highlighted
that “nine mullion
children are among
those flood survivors
who were desperately
waiting for help.”

Pakistan has
secured around 310
billion in  funding
through this confer-
ence Islamic
Development Bank

has announced the
support of $4.2 hil-
lion, Asian
Development Bank
52 billion, the
European Union 0.3
billion euros, USAID
100 million, Japan
$77 million, Germany
84  million euros.
France $343 mullion.
Saudi Arabia %1 hil-
lion, Asian
Infrastructure
Investment Bank %1
billien and China
S100 mullion. The aid
will be sﬁmnl to reha-
bilitate flood victims
and recover some of
the loss of 530 billion
caused by the floods.
The Fumiing will be
also . utihzed 1o
acquire  knowledge
and technical support
te make Pakistan cli-

mate-resilient in the
future,
Second, the suc-

cessful conduct of the
conference is a huge
diplomatic  success
tor Pakistan. The par-
ticipation of heads of
state. diplomats, high-
level official delega-
tions, international
donors, and media
persons is a testimony
that Pakistan success-
fully achieved its tar-
pet  of effectively
communicating to the
world the suffering of
flood victims and the
emergency steps
required to rehabili-

tate the Mood victims.

Norwegian  Prime
Minister Jonas Gahr
expressed his support
for Pakistan at the
conference and said.
“despite the help of

Morway and other
state’s immediate
response. the needs
remain  enormouns.”
The funding
H.l'lTlt‘.l'I.ll'ICL‘d proves

that the international
community has also
felt the pain and real-
1zed the magnitude of
the disaster faced by
Pakistan in the form
of the floods.

Third. the confer-
ence has helped sensi-
tize the world to the

fact that climate
change is a real
threat,. It requires

efforts at all levels to
mitigate and adapt to
climate change,
Today, Pakistan has
become a victim of
climate change: next
time, it could be any
other country,
Switzerland’s presi-
dent also mentioned
in his speech that his
country  stood shoul-
der-to-shoulder with
Pakistan and that
while Pakistan need-
ed the world's help at
the moment., tomor-
row it could be his
couniry, Turkish
President Tayvip
Erdogan said that “the
climate-resilient

Resilient Pakistan

rebuilding  of  all
regions at risk of
inqury  will prevent

new suffering,
The conference has
also  reminded the
world that Pakistan 1s
at the top of the list of
countries most affect-
ed by climate change
despite having mini-
mum carbon emis-
stons. The UN secre-
tary general during
the conference called
the recent floods in
Pakistan “a climate
disaster of monumen-
tal scale.” Moreover,
this conference has
also  reiterated  that
developed nations are
responsible for socio-
economic losses
caused by climate-led
calasirophes  being
faced by Pakistan an
other developing
countries, which they
need to compensate.
[t will further pave
the path 1o convince
nations to achieve the
targets of the Paris
agreement and take
practical steps for its
implementation.
Fourth, the funding
received through this
conference will also
help stabilize the
economy of Pakistan.
which 15 1 a deteno-
rating situation, so i

can aaim some
strength.  Recently,
after paying back
debt, the foreign

reserves of Pakistan
dwindled. So this
funding will support
the recovery of the
economy as well, The
oplimistic  environ-
ment to recover the
economy will boost
husinesses and reduce
inflation

Fifth. the confer-
ence has proved to be
a ray of hope for
flood victims to nor-
malize their lives, The
flood victims, whao
are in dire need of
food, medicines, and
shelter in the harsh
winter, will be helped
on an  immediate
basis. They will be
able to restart their
lives and acquire eco-
nomic opportunities
to earn their living
and support their fam-
lies.

The conference is a
real  victory for
akistan to gather
international funding
to rehabilitate  the
flood wvictims and
aﬁpr[sed the world
about the threats of
climate change. Now,

the government of
Pakistan should
implement the 4R

framework in the best
and most transparent
manner to maintain
the trust of the inter-
national community,
which has stood with
Pakistan in this diffi-

cult moment.

Rivals and
revivals

he recent

local  govern-

ment elechons

in Karachi are

a testament to

one undemable fact: the
city has had a change of
heart and the Pakistan
Peoples  Party  has
emerged victorious. ;
Why, after ten years of
an elecied, democratic
ﬁove'rn_menl_ml the PPP,
oes ts victory  seem
indigestible and unfath-
omable for the esteemed
political analysts of the
couniry, is a question ong
might Teel like asking. If
the first tertiary cardiac
care inshitute in South
Asia [(NICVD), an
amount of Rsl,043 4657
million spent on the con-
struction_and improve-
ment of 5220 km of road
network benefitting
ajpgrnxumalpl_v
47,886,051 people Iw'.rLLi-k
nthe ;llisln'cts 0
Hyderabad, Tando
uhammad Khan,
Matian, Tando Allahyar,
Thatta, Sujawal, Badin,

Mirpukhas. Umerkot,
Tharparkar, Sanghar,
Shaheed Benazirabad,
Dadu, Jamshoro,
Karach, Sukkut, Ghotk,
Khairpur, Kambar
Shahdadkot,  Larkana,
Jacobabad, Kashmore,
Kandhkot, Mausharo

Feroze, Shikarpur and a
plethora of other projects
are not enough, surela,' the
restocation of the 1973
constitution and the 18th
Amendment are purely
expository  pieces  of
irrefutable triumphs list-
ed under the phoenix’s

resume )

A psychological phe-
nomenon  that  often
shrouds the minds of
humans is denial. Gerard
Hendrik Hofstede was a
psychologist and
researcher hailing from
the MNetherlands, who
introduced the concept of
cross-cultural — dimen-
sioms. - According o
Haofstede's Insights.
Pakistan has an estimated
score of 70 on the
Uncertainty Avoidance
Index {UA}]J. What this
essentially means is that
we have a high tendency
to avord  ambiguity,
uncertain situations and
W Iy even resist inno-
vation. Why, despite such
caution  having been
woven into the very fab-
ric of our conduct as a
society, do we still find
ourselves entangled in
the arms ol vagueness
and doubl? Why do we
tend o prefer roaming
the corridors of misinter-
preted rules and partial
verdicts, when we could
opt for dialogue and
mutual agreement?

The Jamaat-e-lslami
and Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insal” have both accused
the Election Commission
of Pakistan and the PPP
of rigging the elections in
collusion with each other.
While this does not come
as a shock, it does lead
one to wonder why the
idea of sportsmanship
seems (o lake a hackseal
EVETY 1ITTE OUr COUniry 15
at the crossroads of
progress. According to
the election commission-

By Michelle Fatima Sy

er of Sindh, the citv of
Karachi is home to 1230
constituencies and 4990
polling stations, with 246
union committees further
branching into five cate-
gories. It is expected of
seasoned political parties
that have Eeen contesting
elections for decades to
realize that ensuring a
smooth electoral ]ij'uuess
is the responsibility of
the ECP, which it fulfils
in__the administrative
miliew of its capacity
To protest is to ‘exer-
cise one’s constitutional
right, which the ‘rivals’
can opt lor if they feel
wronged, However, o
accuse without applying
rational thought 15 as
redundant of an act as
overiooking the work
that goes  behind the
preparation of Forms 11
and 12, only remember-
|n% 1o criticize the pew
delimitations when it is
convenient and demand-
ing immediate elections
without  taking into
account one's own lack
of preparation and short-
comings

While it is human
nature 1o make predic-
tons and o into elec-
lions or any other contest
with certain expectations,
it is just as imperative to
realize that the probabili-
ty of winning a competi-
tion is equal for all. It is
rather amusing to see our
community of analysis
gel carned awar when it
comes to gust how pas-
sionately they seem to
consider deviations from
their expectations.

The technocratic takeover

The whispers for the
new technocratic setup
have decreased a little but
it 15 an 1dea that needs 10
be strongly debunked as
it raises its ugly head
every few years

Mhy are such short-
term and stop-gap desper-
ate measures such as
installing a_technocratic
setup t‘IH&L'".J This has to deo
with accountability.
Given  the fact that
Pakistan has all kinds of
rent-seeking and corrupt
elite, it 15 only democracy
that ensures some form of
accountability of the
political class  through
elechons:  every  five
years. The non-political
technocratic elite i1s not
accountable to anyone

Democracy as i
“feedback loop”™ built in
the system. The political
class has to take into
account the public aspira-
tions since 1t has to seek
votes to come to and
remain o power, Any
technogratic setup has no
such compulsions.
Therefore, a government
wilhout accountability is
a non-starter.

The poor in the country
are hugely disempow-
ered The bureaucratic,

legal, IJudmLu], SOC10-
political, and economic
system  works  against

them and is mostly alien
to them. The poor only
have the power to vote
that they can leverage to

get &  pittance  of
favourable  terms  for
themselves. Endorsing

any idea for technocratic
sefup 15 equivalent 1o
snatching the last vista of
empowerment of the poor
from them

The much-condemned
political patronage sys-

tem 15 sometimes the only
refuge the poor have to
negctiate therr way with
state institubions.  Social
science literature has
shown time and again
that the poor use fheir
power of vote and politics
of patronage to deal with
‘thana'katchehry”  and
other government imsliu-
tions. Any technocratic
sefup cannot deliver for
the poor the way democ-
racﬁ( does,

t s true that though
democracy largely deliv-
ers for the people, it
should not be so ﬁopuhsl
that 1t becomes the slave
of anti-rational  socio-
political and economic

olicies an example
being the sovernment's
inability to fax traders as
political parties are afraid
of the power of the trader
class and are unwilling to
bear the politcal cost of
antagonizing them in
elecions. As a result,
paliticians do not tax
them, and thes 15 bad for
the country’s economy.
However, such  short-
sighted policies are not
limited to  democratic
iovernments;  traders
ave never been taxed by
authoritarian regimes in
Pakistan as well_ It shows
the problem is not
democracy that can be
fixed by ‘the mirage ol
any technocratic setup;
the malaise is deeper than
that and it needs structur-
al overhaul,

When democracy was
given some  breathin
space between 2008 an
2016, some evidence
showed the emergence of
across-the-board  public
service delivery in the
Punjab education sector,
despite it co-existing with

the culture of selective
atronage/sifarish  in
gh-powered politics i
15 important to highlight
this trend. There are not
enough public funds to
please all the wvoters
through the ]p_olltlr.'s_ of
patronage. If regime
change ™ only  occurs
through  performance-
based competitive elec-
tions, democracy will
surely and _slnu-]i,- move
towards universal public
servies delivery  despite
having some selected
pockeis of patronage. It
will largely propel the
system to deliver for the
pcﬁlc. _

_ The only thing deral-
ing the system 15 political
mstability  an this
entrenched game of musi-
cal chairs that does not let
any civilian regime to
continue. Both Mujibur
Rahman and Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto were not finan-
cially cormupt, then why
were they not allowed to
remain_ m_power? One
can_only 1magine how
Pakistan _would have
taken a different trajecto-
v had Mupb/Bhutto
ruled the country for
extended pencds. One
can lock at Bangladesh 1o
have an idea as it has
been transformed into.an

emerzing economic
ower  since  Sheikh

asing took power in
2009 Pakistan  might

have prospered like this
too,  but Mu{Lb:Hhuuu
were not  allowed to
remain in power for long.

Post-1988, all political
governments have been
Facing political instability
as a bunlt-in feature in the
system. How can we
expect democracy  to
deliver when it 15 being

systematically  under-
mined all the time and

when some present a
technocratic setup as @
panacea”

The Pakistani elite has
fargely survived in the
last 70 plus years by camn-
g geostrategic rents
from external powers and
coercive rents from inside
the country. Mow that
geostrategic rents have
dried up and the ability of
the internal sysiem fo pay
coercive renfs has dimin-
ished due to adverse eco-
momic - conditions, the
.‘.q{uahbilng over the limit-
ed resources has started,
Some voices call for the
reversal of the |8th
Amendment and the Tth
NFC Award, Some argue
that the Benazir Income
SuP ort Programme
(BISP} should be mp[p&d
— things we heard before
the 2018 weneral elec-
tions. Mow, recently, an
oped called for ending
public education m the
country and replacing 1t
with a private voucher
scheme or insurance

It is true that the pri-
vate education system 15
targely more  efficient
than the public education
system, and we have
wntten about it 1 these
pages in the past. lt1s also
trug that the private edu-
calion sy stem does ot
have its presence i cities
only; it 15 also prevalent
in rural areas However,
not all provinces have

rivate schools. Rural

indh and Balechistan
and former tribal areas in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa do
not have a strong private-
school system as Pumjab
does,

 Education comes third
i terms of government

expenditure — after debt-
servicing and defence
Hence, the call 10 undo it
has entered a new phase
of fight over public
resources. Public educa-
tion has to (and must)
continue, and the sector
must have better account-
ability, We have evidence
that “with technologies
such as geo-tagging, pub-
lic-sector  emplovees’
absenteeism can be better
monitored. Why can’t our
authomties  reform  the
public education system
that delivers even in the
far-fetched areas of the
country mstead of replac-
mg it with a private
voucher scheme?
Politicians should at least
spare education in_ this
new gquest tor more finan-
cial resources.

Similarly, the
provimces . must fencrale
their revenues and also
need to better spend the
provincial resources that
they are  given and
devolve the financial and
administrative Tesources
to the district and sub-dis-
trict levels

Recent media reports
show how the present
PTI-PMLO government
in Punjab 15 SFe:mimg all
the provincial resources
i the hometown district
of the present chief min-
ister and over-extending
patronage spending in a
way that is not good for
the public welfare. Such
counter-productive
Ealmnagq spending wall
be effectively dealt wath
if there is an autonomous
systein that distnbutes
provineial resources to
the lowest tier of the gov-
ernment just as the Tth
NFC Award gives it to
provinees

Inequality and
hunger

eginning  on

May 24.5 the

W oo r | d
Economic

Forum 15 gath-

ering i Davos,
Switzerland for an in-per-
son  meeting, discussing
the global tax system an
financial inclusion
Thanks 1w protests and
mew research, however,
participants will not be
ahle to avoid the elephant
i the room. the surging

mequality of wealth dur-
g the pandemic )
As  the Institute for

Policy Studies (11*5) and
Inequality.org have docu-
mented over the last two
vears of a global pandem-
ic, billionaire assets have
surged while millions lost
their lives and livelihoods

A mew report from
(Oxfam dramatizes how
hundreds of millions of
Emp!e around the world
ave shid forther into
poverty during this time
period. In a detailed
examination of the food
and_agriculture industry,
Crcfam found that billion-
aires in that industry saw
their wealth increase by
%382 billion during the
pandemic An emergency
windfall tax o0 their
wealth increaze alone (1o
say nothing of their pre-
pandemic hillions) could
end world hunger and
double the incomes of 545
million small-scale farm-
ers

Im January, an analysis
by the Fight Inequality
Alliance, Institute [or
Policy Studies, Oxfam,
and the Patriotic
Miallionaires found thal an
annual wealth tax starting
at just 2 percent for those

with more than £5 miflion,
3 percent for those with
over 530 million, and up
tg 5 percent for billion-
aires:  could penerate
upwards of $2 52 trillion a
vear. That's enough to lift
23 billion people oot of
poverty, fund vaceines for
everyone in the world, and
deliver universal health-
care and social protections
for all the citzens of low-
and lower-middle-income
countries.

A group of over 150
millionaires released a
strong statement calling
on Davos attendees to face
the dangers of runaway
wedalth —inequality  and
speak out in favor of
national efforts to levy
progressive income and
wealth taxes on the ultra-
wealthy, “The truth is that
‘Davos’ doesn’t deserve
the world's trust right
now,” the statement reads,
“For  ail the countless
hours spent lking about
making the world & better
place, the conference has
produced little tangibie
value amidst a torrent of
self-congratulations,”

“Linti participants
acknowledpe the simple,
effective solution staring
them in the face — taxing
the rich - the people of the
world will continue to see
their so-called dedication
to fixing the world's prob-
lems as little more than a
performance

The letter is signed by
actor and activist Mark
Ruffalo, as well as 5w

orters of the In Tax We
rust movement mcluding
Abigail [Msnev, Morrs
Pearl, and Nick Hanauer,
These millicnaires deliv-
ered the In Tax We Trust

letter directly to the World
Economic Forfum offices
in New York and Geneva,
and attended pro-taxation
demonstiations at the out-
skirts of the elite com-
pound in Davos itself

As  the Institute for
Poticy Studies (IPS) and
Inequality ore have docu-
mented over the last two
yvears of a plobal pandem-
i, billionaire assets have
surged while millions lost
their lives and livelihoods,

A pew report from
Ofam  dramatizes how
hundreds of mallions  of
|:ecu]:r|e. around the world
wave slid Forther  into
poverty during this fime
period. In a detailed
examination of the food
and  agriculture. industry,
Oxfam found that billion-
aires in that mdustry saw
their wealth increase bw
£382 billion during the
pandemic. An emergency
windfall tax  on their
wealth increase alone (to
say nothing of their pre-
pandemic billions) could
end world hunger and
double the incomes of 345
million smali-scale farm-
£1%.

In January, an analysis
by the Fight Imequality
Alliance,  Instifute for
Policy Studies, Oxfam,
and the Patriotic
Millionaires found that an
annual wealth tax starting
at just 2 percent for those
with more than $5 mullion,
3 percent for those with
over 530 nullion, and up
to 5 percent for billion-
aires  could penerate
upwards of $2.52 trillion a
year. That's enough to hift
2.3 hillion peaple out of
poverty, fund vaccines for
evervone in the world




Supreme Court fumes at
reinstatement of cop-dacoits

ISLAMABAD: The
Supreme Court Monday
expressed  indignation
over the reinstatil}g of the
dismissed  policemen
involved in a dacoity at
an ambassador’s house
and sought a report from
the Islamabad inspector
general of police (1GP)
within three weeks.

A three-member SC
bench, headed by the

Chief Justice of Pakistan
(CIP), conducted the
heannﬁ. _
“W J was a time-
expire appeal  filed

against the decision to
reinstate the dismissed
Fﬂ|ICEIﬂ§nq11 the Supreme
wourt said

“Three employees of
Islamabad police were

involved in theft and rob-
bery. They had carried
out a dacoity at a diplo-
mat’s house,” the chief
ustice said during the
earing of the case.
_ A diplomat  enjoys
immunity. The looted
valuables from the diplo-
mat’s house had been
recovered from the police
employees,” he added.
“The three employees
were dismissed without
regular enquiry. When
they were reinstated by

the tribunal, a time-
expired appeal was filed,”
he remarked.

“Why didn’t the IGP
conduct a regular inquiry
against the accused?” he
questioned

“The TGP should be

answerable on this mat-
ter,”  Justice  Athar
Minallah.

“The three police
emplovees are now post
ed i the police lines,”
Deputy Attorney General
Malik Javed Vance told
the court. i

“Everyone is in 4 con-
nivance with each other
in the department. The
time-expired appeal was
the result of that con-
nivance,” Justice Ayesha
Malik remarked.

It is to be noted here
that three employees of
Islamabad police includ-
ing Asif Ali, Lal Shahbaz
and Tarig Mehmood had
been dismissed in 2017
for robbery at a diplo-
mat’s house, INP

PSX taking initiatives to
raise financial literacy
among investors

ISLAMABAD Pakista
n Stock Exchange (PSX)
i5 lmumching new 1nitia-
tives to improve financial
literacy of investors

“PSX  is  promoting
financial literacy an
raising awareness of the
significance of interna-
tional acquisitions  as
strategic investors have a
chance to invest in these
acquisitions.  Financial
literacy is important since
it supports the expansion
of capital market,” said
Abbas Ali Raza, chief
executive  officer of
Ahsam Securities Private
Limited, during an exclu-
sive interview  with
WealthPK.

WealthPK: What initia-
tives is PSX taking to
raise financial literacy
and aitract investors?

Abbas Ali Raza, The
PSX  commenced the
World  Investor Week
with a wong ceremony
held at the exchange’s
Trading Hall in Karachi.
The weeklong events
were designed to raise
investor education and
I:rcrlepno_n while also
nighlighting the value of
financial literacy, promot-
ing financial inclusion
and providing investors
with learning opportuni-
ties,

WealthPK: Do vou
think that lack of finan-
cial literacy is a challenge
for Pakistan?

Abbas _Ali = Raza:
Pakistan's financial pene-
tration and diversification

wesent a challenge and
imit  the country's
prospects for saving and
investing due to lack of
financial literacy and
investor education  In
Pakistan, the need for
investor  education s
obvious, but it has to be
targeted and strengthened
through public ~ sector
policies and private sec-
tor activity.

WealthPK: What are
the factors holding back
the development of the
capital market?

Abbas Ali Raza: The
lack of financial educa-
tion and knowledge in
Pakistan is a major cause
of concern, Lack of
understanding of long-
term investments, choice
of adequate and diverse
products, investment pos-
sibiliies, and stock mar-
ket attitudes are all pre-
venting the development
of the capital market

WealthPK: What is the
biggest acquisition that

has taken place in the
P5X?

Abbas  Ali  Raza:
Acquisition of

Cloudways by Digital
Ocean was the biggest
acquisition by value of a
Pakistani software firm
by an international entity.

WealthPK: Does this
acqusition represent a

gy g -

ESMWLR: Lbnurs buys in placiillt:, piim during ongoing work

progress at Afridi Ghadi Gulbahar no 4.

Two children among 11
burned to death in
Thai van crash

BANGKOE: Eleven
people, including two
children, bured to
death in a passenger van
crash mn central
Thailand over the Lunar
Mew  Year holiday,
police said Monday.

Traffic accidents are
commaon in the king-
dom, which has a noto-
rious road safety record,
particularly during busy
public holidays,

The van carrying 12
people was travelling
from northeastern
Amnat Charoen
province to Bangkok

when 1t veered off the
highway in  central
MNakhaon Ratchasima
provinge Saturday
night, said  Police
Colonel Yingyos Polde;.

Yingyos told

reporters that one man

had been able to climb
oul a window, but the
other passengers were

trapped and died 1n the
blaze.
The SUrVIvor,

Thanachit Kingkaew, a
20-year-old  student,
said he was asleep when
he was jolted awake
after hearing someone
Scream.

"l woke up and the
next thing 1 know, the
van was upside down. |
didn't see what hap-
pened,” he said,

"After the crash, the
fire started engulfing
the whole wan starting
from the back."

"l started kicking the
windows and managed
to crawl through a small
hole." he said

"Soon after that, the
van exploded.”

business opporiunity for
investors?

Abbas Ali Raza: This
acquisition by Digital
Ocean of Cloudways is a
testament to the fact that
Pakistani tech companies

resent a compelling
usiness opportunity for
strategic and  portfolio
INVestors.

Performance of Ahsam
Securities Private
Limited in 2021

Duf'm_i; the calendar
year 2071, the company
penerated zero brokerage
and commission due 10
some managerial 1ssues
compared to brokerage
and commission of RsZ2
million in 2020,

In CY21, the company
penerated an operating
profit of Rst6.5 million
compared to an operating

rofit of Rs2.7 million in
2Y20, showing a growth
of 133% year-on-year

In CY21, the company
generated Rs6.5 million
in profit before taxation
compared to Rs2.7 mil-
lion in CY20, showing an
increase of 134%

Similarly, in CY21, the
company's after-tax prof-
it stood at Rs6 million
compared to Rs2.3 mil-
lion in CY20, showing an
increase of 158%.

Ahsam  Securities
Private Limited was
incorporated an
September 24, 2012,
under INP

Mikhom Seaun, a vol-
unteer with a local res-
cue team, said the van
exploded just seconds
after it was engulfed in
flames.

"It took less than 30
seconds for the fire to
consume  the  whole
van," he said

"l couldn't do any-
thing with the fire extin-
guisher | had, The van
then exploded three to
four times "

Yingyos, the police
colonel, said the van
used both fuel and com-
pressed gas but imitial
reports found the gas
tank had not leaked.

"We think that the fire
was caused by the fuel”
he said, adding they
were still mveshgating
what caused the vehicle
to veer off the road INP

N ATIO ' ey gl B0

HYDERABAD : A mechanic busy in repairing customer electric generator due
to country-wide power breakdown.

Turkey’s Erdogan announces
elections on May 14

ANKARA: President Recep
'I'aj.r}'iF Erdogan has announced
that Turkev's elections will be
held on May 14 — a month earli-
er than scheduled — as the oppo-
sition still searches for a unified
candidate to stand against him,
This could prove to be the

most challenging election in
g

Erdogan’s two-decade rule;

which has seen  economic

booms, giant development proj-
ects as well as disputes wil
neighbours, wars and a failed

le{] i :
“I will use my authority ...
(to) bnn% the election date for-
ward to May 14" Erdogan said
in a video from his meeting with
young genple in northwestern
city n'l? ursa this weekend.
Turkey's next general election
was officially due on June 18,
“This is not an_early election
but bringing it forward,”
Erdogan said dunng the video

broadeast shared by his office.
The Turkish leader said that
they had agreed on an adjust-
mett 1o the timetable with its
Junior right-wing coalition part-
ner to avoid disrupting the
school exam schedules ;
Time ticking The election
campaign is due to start on
March T0, which would give the
Turkish opposition even less
time to prepare. They have been
1ljfir1[g for months to agree on a
single candidate 1o challenge
Erdogan at the polls While
Turkey’s high inflaton and
weakening currency could help
their cause, internal disagree-
ments play to Erdogan’s advan-
tage He has been using the gov-
ernment’s dominance in the
media to control the nation’s
political debate An apposition
party source told this week that
their joint candidate would be
announced in February.

Istanbul’s popular opposition
mayor Ekrem Imamoﬁfﬁ is a
favourite in opinion polls, which
suggest he could beat Erdogan
in a head-o-head race It was he
who put an end to the domina-
tion of Erdogan’s ruling party in
the 2012 local elections.

An Istanbul court last month
banned the 52-year-old from
politics, but he has appealed and
can technically run for presi-
dent. _

Imamoglu's legal batile has
turned the main opposition CHP
Eﬂ_.r_t}"s leader Kemal

ilicdaroglu into the most likely
candidate to stand against
Erdogan.

Bookish and less telegenic
than the mayor, Kilicdaroalu has
struggled 1o secure the support

of “the other opposilion
leaders Canada o pay
Indigenous  abuse survivors

maore than $2bnINP

Canada to pay Indigenous abuse
survivors more than $2bn

OTTAWA: Canada will pay
hundreds of Indigenous commu-
nities more than 52 billion in
compensation for nearly a centu-
ry of abuse suffered by children
in residential schools, its gov-
emnment has announced.

A class-action lawsuit brought
by 324 Indigenous communities
has resulied in_the Can$2 8 bil-
lion (UISE2. 1 ballion) settdement,
which will be placed in a not-
for-profit trust independent of
the government.

It will be used to "revitalize
Indigenous education, culture,
and language - to suppon sur-
vivors in healing and reconnect-
ing with their heritage." accord-
ing to a press release

It has taken Canada far too
long to own up to its history,
own up to the genocide it com-

mitted and recognize the collec-
tive harm cansed to our nations
Ig residential schools,” said

arry Feschuk, an Indigenous
leader who is one of the plain-
tiffs in the suit.

"It is time that Canada not
only recognize this harm, but
help undo it by walking with us.
This settlement is a good first
step.” he said in the statement
released Saturday.

From the late 1800s to the
19905, Canada's povernment
sent about 150,000 children into
139 residential schools mostly
run by the Catholic church,
where they were cut off from
their families, language and cul-
ture, 2

Many were physically and
sexually abused, and thousands
are believed to have died of dis-

FIA starts probe
against wife of
famous political
personality

LAHORE: The FIA has started mnne&r laundering
investigation against the alleged thir 7
personality of Punjab on

ranowned political
Monday.

The Federal Investigation Agency has sought
details of properties and |ist of vehicles registered in

the name of Saira Anwar,

The probing agency also sought dates on which

the properties were transferr

what kind of properties were transferred. whether
they were inherited, bought or received as gifis

The FLA has sent a letier to the director general of
excise asking him to provide record of 3Saira

Anwar’s properties and cars,

The FIA warned that if details were not sent on
time, then an action would be taken.

It accused the blue-eved Excise official of the
previous Punjab government, DG Dr Asif Tufail of
making a deltberate delay in providing details about

Saira An war's assels. 1IN

wife of a

in her name and

ease, malnutrition or neglect,
The discovery of hundreds of
unmarked graves at the sites of
the former schools over the past
two years has dragged the lega-
cy of those institutions back into
the spotlight as Canada reckons
with its dark colonial past.
More than 1,300 graves have
been identified, the most recent
about 10 days ago. L
Last year, Pope Francis visit-
ed Canada on a penitential trip
to apologize for the abuse -- a
gesture seen by many survivors
as overwhelming, but only the
beginning of a process of heal-
ing and reconciliation i
We believe that all survivors
deserve justice and the compen-
sation to which they are owed,"
said Marc Miller, federal minis-
ter of. INP

KARACHI: Health worker administrating polio drop to child during
anti polio campaign in provincial capital,

Punjab learning from Chinese
experience to control air

Azam
Swati becomes
additional
secretary
general of PTI

[SLAMABAD: Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) has been
appointed senior political and
Senator Azam Khan Swali as addi-
tronal attorney general of the party.

PTI Secretary General Asad
Umar has issued a notification,
stating: “It 15 hereby notified that
Mr. Muhammad Azam Khan Swati
is appointed as Additional
Secretary  General  Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) with imme-
diate effect” )

Azam  Khan  Swati, who
resigned from the Senate as mem-
ber of the Jamiat Ulema--Islam
(JUI-F} in 2011 to join the PTI,
facing multiple cases for his con-
troversial remarks against state
institution.

Earlier this month, he was grant-
ed bail b% the Islamabad High
Court (IHU) in the controversial
tweets case after he remained in
custody of Balochistan and Sindh
police in the identical cases INP

Two injured in
firing at
Karachi City
Court

KARACHL At least two people

were injured during a firing inci-
dent ai Karachi City Court on
Monday. _
o According to the police, the
ingident ocourred on the premises
of the court where an unidentified
man started indiscriminate firing.
As a result, two people sustained
bullet injuries.

Following this, the suspect has
been arrested by the police
. As per the iritial report, the fir-
ing was based on personal enmity,
however, further investigation 1s
underway INP

Two killed as
speeding car
crashes into wall

NANKANA SAHIB: Two per-
sons were killed and two others
were injured in a road accident
near Balochmi (Shahkot) on GT
Road on Monday, )

Rescue officials said the acci-
dent took place when a sp-eedh:ﬁ,
car got out of the driver’s contr
and crashed into a wall, Two of the
car occupants died on spot while
the other two were imured.

The deceased and the injured
were shifted to the THQ hospital,
added the officials.INP

pollution: WealthPK

Customs foils
Saudi currency
smuggling bid at
Karachi airport

KARACHI: Customs officials have foiled the bid
to smuggle Saudi currency at Karachi’s Jinnah

International Airport on Monday.

As per Customs Collector Karachi Airport,
Nadeem Memon, a passenger named Gul Hassan
was traveling to Saudi Arabia with 100,000 Saudi

Riyals.

The currency was concealed in the bag he was

carrying,

In April, last year, Customs officials had foiled a
foreign currency smuggling bid at Karachi's Jinnah

International Airport,

They said 65,000 US dollars, approximately
around Rs12 million, were recovered from the bag-
gage of a woman passenger who was travelling to

O,

The officials said the currency was seized and the
passenger was allowed to board the flight. NP

Govt yet to tap sleeping deposits
of Cinnabar: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD: Cinnal
ar — a bright scarlet to
brick-red form of toxic
mercury sulfide — is an
important industrial min-
eral found in sizeable
quantities in  Pakistan
awailing proper mining
and processing,  says
Yaqoob  Shah, former

eneral manager of the

akistan Mineral
Development
(PMDC)

Carlmratinn
while talking to INP-
WealthPK, )
Yagoob, who is also
the principal geologist at
the Globall Mining
Company  Limited,
Islamabad, said mercury
sulfide was the main ore
of mercury in combina-

tion with sulphur,

“It is called red mercu-
ry sullide, vermilion, Zhu
Sha, and is commonly
found  with  stibnite,
pyrite, and marcasite or
in hot spring deposits or
in veins near the recent
volcanic rocks. It can be
decomposed into elemen-
tal mercury and sulfur”

Yagoob™ Shah empha-
sized proper exploration
and quantification of

cinmabar  traces  in
Pakistan. Recalling his
memories, he said the

Government of Pakistan
conducted a mineral
exploration program
from 1992 through 2001
in collaboration with the
Australian govemment to

know about all mineral
sources found in Gilgit-
Baltistan (GB.), especial-
ly in Chitral

“During  this explo-
ration program, traces of
cinnabar were clearly
detected in many sam-
ples, but it was never
?_uamgﬁ::d separately,

his is the main reason
that the true potential of
this important mineral
could never be defined,
but GB. and Chitral are
its targeted areas. If for-
mal exploration on scien-
tific lines is carried out, it
is expected that Pakistan

can find another precious
mineral in the form of
cinnabar to  extract

important industrial ele-

ments,” said  Yagoob,

canic cracks. Cinnabar

ISLAMABAD Fast
urbanisation, an increas-
ing number of vehicles
and enhanced industrial
activities_have increased
air pollution in the major
cities of Punmjab province,
particularly 1n the capital
I:IIE of Lahore.

edlising the problems
faced by the people on
account of air pollution in
major cities, including
Lahore Sheikhupura,

Pumnjab has come forward
with a smart and innova-
tive move of installing
smog-free towers for mr

reduced significantly, and
now only 3% of green
area  remamns  due  to
increased industrial,

purification. transport. and constric-

Smog-free towers have tion activities. Gardens
been  designed with and trees of Lahore are
Chinese  collaboration  being shelved to make

like “wvacuum-cleaners,”™
which operate to suck
smog and dust particles
from the air and provide
T0% fresh and clean air
with punfication of air

Faisalabad and ;?u]lulanrs. During the last
G_-uimnwaja_ the provin- 5 vears, Lahore's land
cid government  of covered by forests has

space for asphalt roads
and concrete buildings.
With  depleting  green
belts and chopping of
trees, a new phenomenon
in the form of smog has
made the lives of city
dwellers difficult during
winter season NP
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TEMDER NOTICE

The EXECUTIVE ENGINEER UREAN PLANNING & DEV: DEPARTMENT QUETTADMISION QUETTA
invites bids from Eligible Bidders for the execution of the following works for the Year 2023 based on
Composite schedulerates 2018 on

lender rae

1 CONSTRUCTION OF HOSTEL MOTHER TREASAFOR POORAND NEEDY
PEOPLE FORCHRISTIAN MINORITY AT QUETTA TSE-222301227443

2 REHABILITATIOMANDADDITIONALWORKSAT SHADE BANDHRAKIRSHANA 14,850,000
MADDIR S3HAHWAKSHA ROAD QUETTATSE-222301227453

3. BWALLANDADDITIONAL/DEV WORKAT JOSIAH FELLOWSHIP CHURCH
EASSANAGRIQUETTA TSE-

4. IMPROVEMENT OF GOSPEL OF CHRIST MINORITIES QUETTA

12274

29,700,000

38,900,000/
18,800, 00¢/-

Procurements shall be made undes the Balochistan Publc Procurement Rules — 2014, Eligibility of
Bidders: Presence in Active Tax Payer List. The bidding frm must nol be blacklisled by any procuring
agency of Pakistan. Balochistan Ravenue Autherty Registration is requiad PEC Registration in the

who is also an active
member of the National
Council for Marble &
Granite and minerals
Talking to WealthPE,
i.;eolugis: and  miner
mran  Babar  said,
“Cinnabar is the most
common ore to get ele-
mental mercury, and sul-
fur, it was also consid-
ered an ancient source of
scarlet pigment ‘vermil-
ion’. Though no large-
scale mining is carried
out at the government
scale, it is mined to some
extent at the private level,
It has a hardness between
2.0 and 2.5 with a specif-
ic gravity of app B.1.
Mostly, it'is found n vol-

available in Pakistan is
enough in both guality
and quantity nat only o
ful il the local industrial
needs but 1o cul short the
|mFm'I bill as well.”

.ong before the com-
mon era, vermilion (deep
brilliant red shade) was
extracted from sulfur and
mercury-rich cinnabar,

Vermilion was consid-
ered the holy color or the
color of life/bloed and
was used as a printing
paste for personal seals to
paint the temples, royal
carriages, and imperial
calligraphic ink. Romans
used this vivid reddish-
orange vermilion as a
pigment in lipsticks INP

-‘.f

Pubdished by Asim khan af  C-F Kabir Building Printed of AlNoeed Printing Press Mando Khail Plazae Mission Rood (haeffo

mentioned above through green

PRQ No.2042/23-01-2023

Relevant category and Relevant Code. Other Documents Mentioned in the Bidding document Procedure
Of Procurement:Single Stage Two Erwelope Bidding Procedure Bid Security: The bids must
accompany Bid Security in the form of Bank Gurantee, Deposit at Call of 3 % specified above in the name
of the under-signed from a scheduled bank. Tender Documents: The bidding documants can be
oblained from the office of the undersigned upon payment (non-refundable) bidding documents lee
challan deposited in the head of account C-03870 through Govt.
Treasury | Mational Bank of Pakistan and bidding documents can also be downloaded from
undar TSE No. given abova against each scheme Issuance of tender Documents:
From the date of publication of MIT o 10 February, 2023during office hours on working days Last Date of
bid submission: The Tenders musl be submitted lates! by 10 February, 202361 12:00 PM. Tender
opening: Al tenders will be opened on same day al he office of the under-signed al 01:00 PM Address:
New Zarghoon Road Phone no; 0819211904Fax no; 0819211904Email: engrinam2011@gmail.com
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US dollar crosses Rs230 barrier in interbank trading

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistani rupee continued to suffer drubbing at the hands of US dollar as the greenback on
Monday crossed the Rs230 barrier in the interbank trading,

As the trade started in the money market today, the US currency kept its dominance on the local unit. The USD
quickly gained 43 paisas in its value and was traded at Rs230.10

This 15 the 24th straight fall of the Pakistami rupee in the interbank business. ) )

On Friday, the last trading day of the previous week, the value of the US dollar was appreciated by 52 paisas
against the Pakistani rupee making the greenback to conclude the day at Rs229 67 in interbank trading,

The currency experts believe that the rate of dollar is maﬁgg due to mounting demand for import payments,
Bfgsﬁldes this, fg]ting inflows under exports and remittances and political uncertainty also resulted in devaluation
ot the rupee.

Pakimgnc‘s economic banes along with its imminent threat of default will not go away unless the IMF agrees to
resume its ninth review for the extended loan facility. o

The government has requested the IMF {Intermational Monetary Fund) mission to come soon and conclude the
pending 9th review. There is certain set of economic steps that are required by authorities to take for the IMF mis-
sion to come to Islamabad to finalize the all-important serviee level agreement.

As per the report, the government finally has made up its mind to come up with a mini-budget and address
other concerns of the ﬁ\'ﬂb that are set to further stoke up mflation.

The State Bank is scheduled to issue a monetary policy announcement today as the market is expecting anoth -

- = F gl A

er hike of 100 basis points to bring the benchmark rate to 17 per cent. The increase in policy rate 15 expected due
to elevated inflation in December 2022 as Consumer Price Index {CP1) clocked in at 24.5 per cent against 23,8
per cent in November 2022, )

The Pakistani rupee continued to suffer drubbing at the hands of US dollar as the greenback on Monday crossed
the Rs230 barner in the interbank trading. ) )

As the trade started in the money market today, the US currency kept its dominance on the local unii, The USD
quickly gained 43 paisas in its value and was traded at Rs230.10

This 15 the 24th straight fall of the Pakistani rupee in the interbank business.

On Frday, the last trading day of the previous week, the value of the US dollar was appreciated by 52 paisas
against the Pakistan rupee making the greenback to conclude the day at Rs229.67 in mtcrrl}:lunk_ trading,

The currency expens believe that the rate of dollar is scaring due to mounting demand for import payments.
B‘gsgldes this, falling inflows under exports and remittances and political uncertainty also resulted in devaluation
af the nupee

Pal-:istf;’s economic banes along with its imminent threat of default wall not go away unless the IMF agrees to
resume its ninth review for the extended loan facility.

The government has requested the IMF (International Monetary Fund) mission to come soon and conclude the
pending 9th review. There 15 certain set of economic steps that are required by authorities to take for the IMF mis-
sion to come to [slamabad to finalize the all-important service level agreement INP

Research, funding to help alter
Pakistan’s agri landscape:

WealthPK

ISLAMABAD Framing policies to boost the
economy without transforming the agriculture
sector is of no benefit, Pakistan’s agricultural
landscape will change as a result of research,
technology, and innovation, enabling farmers to
become more knowledgeable and competitive.

Talking to W&ﬂhhgﬂ, Muhammad Azeem
Tarigq, an expert at the National Agricultural
Research Centre (NARC), said, “In rural areas,
approximately 638% of the population depends on
agriculture for food and livelihood. Currently,
our economy is fragile The country needs to get
out of this situation to where agriculture is the
major  contributor to economic growth
Therefore, Pakistan must tailor 1ts economic
policies according to the current situation and
world order.™ _

“Pakistan has abundant resources and a fertile
soil. A large portion of our population is directly
or indirectly involved mm agriculture. Agriculture
15 the backbone of our economy and 15 an 1mpor-

ficient advising services as well as use of cul-
tivable insecticides, adulterated and expired pes-
ticides, indirect links between farmers and the
main market, as well as traditional agricultural
methods, have plagued the agriculture sector
*'"Therefore, enhancing the agricultural output
necessitates the implementation of novel strate-
aies. It can ptag a crucial role in promoting eco-
nomic growth because of its strong forward and
backward links with the secondary (industrial)
and tertiary (services) sectors,” he continued.
“For agricultural produetivity, it i1s necessary
that the government strengthen our research
organizations and provide them with funds,
Private compames should also be mvolved so
that the output could be mmereased.” Azeem said.
“Macro and micro-level structural changes
may help revitalize our agriculture sector
Undoubtedly, lack of agricultural research facili-
ties has wide-ranging E?fems such as poor imple-
mentation of long-term objectives, misallocation,

LAHORE: A boy is busy is wasing eggs in water for selling purpose at Sakhiyan road.

= . . tant contributor to food security, It accounts for  and mismanagement of resources with many eco-
President Power generatl{m units are appﬁaximaie]y &U“f; of _tl;"a istan's foreign ngg]i&: and environmental externalities.”’ he

3 " l . exchange income and contributes approximately  added.
Al‘fl Eﬂndemns tﬂm pﬂrﬂnly SWltchEd l}ff imn 22%, to the nation's GDP,” said the }RERC expert “To mcrease agricultural productivity, the gov-
’e i . Azeem said several 1ssues, mecluding a lack of  ernment must create more research institutes or
]mm\ﬂrﬂl winter at ﬂ]ght as an research, lack of adequate technology, high input  provide funding to those that already exist so that

costs, lack of water, reduction in the amount of they have the resources to carry out new
land for farming, long-hour load shedding, insuf-  research,” he said. INP

Ishag Dar | PTI decides to withdraw

economic measure to save

fuel,Khurram Dastagir
ISLAMABAD: Energy

incident' of dese-
cration of Holy

efforts are underway and claimed

Quran in Sweden

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif
Alvi on Monday strongly condemned
the abhorrent act of desecration of the
Hni_ifr Curan in Sweden

e termed the act as senseless,
Ermrncatwe and Islamophobic which
as hurt the religicus sensitivities of
Muslims around the world.
~ The president said this immoral
incident was an act of needless incite-
ment and a serious provocation to the
feelings of Muslims in the world
. He said it was against the interna-
tionally accepted norms and principles
of legitimate expression of the right to
freedom of expression or opinion,
which obliged everyone to not resort
to hate speech and incite people to vio-
lence. .

Dr Arf Alvi said that Islam
preached respect and reverence for all
refigions of the world whereas this
heinous act has hurt Muslims by
insulting their sacred values, and

reflects  the alarming levels of
[slamnghnbia
The President urged the internation-

al community to show a common
resolve against Islamophobia, |

. He underlined the need for interna-
tional efforts to consolidate the values
of tolerance and coexistence and crim-
inalize all acts that promote the ideol-
agy of hatred INP

COMMANDER
U.S. AIR
FORCES

CENTRAL
COMMAND
CALLS ON AIR
CHIEF

Lieutenant _ General  Alexus
Grynkewich, Commander of Ninth
At Foree (U8, Air Forces Central
Command), called on_ Air Chief
Marshal Zaheer Ahmed Baber Sidhu,
Chief of the Air Staff, Pakistan Air
Force in his office today. During the
meeting, matters pertaining to region-
al secunty situation, enhanced bilater-
al and defence cooperation were dis-

cussed. o
The visiting d'f""]:'»mm lauded the
professionalism of PAF personnel and

the exceptional progress made by
Pakistan Air Force over the years,
especially through indigenization. He
also appreciated Pakistan's efforis in
promoting regional peace and vowed
io enhance cooperation in various
fields, The AFCENT Commander
offered hearifelt condolences to the
people of Pakistan over the loss of life
amidst devastation caused by floods
and appreciated the efforts put in by
Pakistan Air Force for relief and reha-
bilitation of the flood victims

The Air Chief highlighted that both
the counfries enjoy cordial relations
and reiterated his resolve to further
enhance the existing bilateral coopera-
tion between the two strategic part-
ners. Chief of the Air Staff also shared
ms \risiil:m_ of modemizing PAF Iﬂt_n!eetl

e evolving security and gec-politica
challenges. The Mjpﬁhief%ﬁnﬁ;’ said,
“Pakistan values its strong diplomatic,
economic and defence relations with
United States of America which are
based on convergence on all important
issues relating to regional peace, secu-
rity and stability™ )

Both sides agreed to further opti-
mize military to military ties particu-
larly im training and operational
domains.

Little girl burnt alive

in Lahore house fire

LAHORE: A two-year-old girl
burnt alive in a fire that broke out in a
house in Falcon Complex Society near
Kalma Chowk of Lahore on Monday,

Accnrdlp% to the rescue sources,
another child sustained entical injuries
in the fire and was shifted to hospital.

On information, BRescue 1122
reached the spot and brought the fire
under control.

The deceased girl was identified as
Iman and the injured as Abdul
Rahman, NP

Minister Khurram Dastagir Khan
Meonday shared that a power
breakdown across the country,
caused by a "variation in frequen-
cy" in the country's South, may
take 12 hours to restore complete-

¥ . .

While sharing details about the
fault, Dastagir told reporters that
the power generation units are
temporarily switched off in winter
at night as an economic measure
to save fuel.

“When the units were turmned on
at T:30am this moming one by
one, frequency variafion was
reported in the southern part of the
country between Jamshore and
Dadu. There was a fluctuation in
voltage and the power generation
units were shut one by one due to
cascading impact. This is not a
major cnsis,” Dastagir insisted.

e said that the restoration

that the supply to some gnd sta-
tions had already been restored
while complete restoration will
likellj}' take 12 hours.

“Peshawar Electric  Supply
Compan {PES('.EI? and some

ids of Tslamabad Electric Supply

‘ompany (IESCO) have already
been restored,” claimed the minis-
ter.

Talking about the breakdown in
Karachi, the minister said that the
matter in the porl city is compli-
cated as it has a complete electric
suEE‘E;,' system of its own_

e provide K-Electric aboul
1.000-1, 100 megawatts routinely,
howewver, it will be restored within
a few hours. It is not certain how
long will it take to sort this issue.
However, my target is to restore
electricity in the country in the
next 12 hours® said the
minister. [INP

PM Shehbaz felicitates
Mohsin Naqvi on

becoming caretaker
Punjab CM

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif Monday congratu-
lated Mohsin Naqe-u the chief
executive officer (CEQ) of Ciry
Mews Network (CNN), on becom-
ing the caretaker Chief Minister of

Pu_ﬂ_lah. ) o

e prime minister extended
good wishes to Mohsin Nagvi and
said that the election commission
decided 1o appoint the caretaker
chief mimster as per the
Constitution and law. -

“We welcome the decision of
the election commission. It is
hoped that all the requirements of
transparent, free and impartial
elections will be fulfilled,” he
expressed optimism,

Ot is hoped that Mohsin Nagyi
will be successiul in this responsi-

to the require-

bility accordin the
“onstitution,” he

ments of the
added .

“] pray that he will be success-
ful in this constitutional and pub-
lic duty. [ welcome your appoint-
ment as the President of Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-
M3, he said.

Meanwhile, Salman Shehbaz,
son of Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, also  welcomed the
appointment of Mohsin Nagvi as
the carctaker Punjab chief mims-

ter.

“Mohsin  MNagvi has been
appointed as the caretaker
unjab chief minister. What do
you think about him?" a journal-
st pul a 3uf:5hnﬂ e Salman
Shehbaz IN

Poverty drives Lahori
man to attempt suicide
along with 3 kids

LAHORE: An inflation-hit
poor man on Monday tried to
ended his and his three chil-
dren’s lives after swallowing the
poisonous pills in Raiwind area
of Lahore.

Rescue 1122 shifted the man
and his three children to a hospi-
tal in critical condition.

Police said that the citizen
was under lot of financial and
mental stress due to rising infla-
tion. He was unable to provide
for himself and his family keep-
'mfg in view the galloping prices
of daily use items.

Police said that the children
who were administered poison-
ous pills by their father were
a ;d between 8 and 15 years
old.

According to data released by

the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics

.-?wl

(PBS) on Fridayv, weekly infla-
tion, measured by Seénsitive
Price Index (SPl), posted an
increase of 31.83 per cent for
the combined income group on a
year-on-year basis ending Jan
19 due to a massive Surge in
rices of both food and non-
ood items.

Former finance minister
Miftah Ismail said on Sunday
that more than 80 million people
in Pakistan are living below the

overty line. As many as 60% of

akistanis earn below Rs35, 000

The World Economic Forum
in its global crisis risk report
last week identified debt crisis,
sustained and/or rapid inflation,
state collapse, failure of cyber
secunty measures, and concen-
tration of digital power as top
five risks faced by Pakistan, TNP
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off to Qatar
with ‘offer
to sell two

LNG power
plants’

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Finance Minister Ishag
Dar on Monday left on a
two-day visit of Qatar for
talks mmed at Pakistan’s
economic situation and
enhancing cooperation in

ene;ﬁ&' sector.

Ishaq Dar will host a
string of meetings with
Qatari officials in Doha
and, according to sources,
will invite them to invest
in Pakistan.

The sources further
said that the mimster will
offer to sell two Pakistani
LMNG power plants to the
Qatari officials. The pov-
ernment _is expected to
raise 51.5 billion from the
sale of these two LNG
power plants, the sources
added.

- Quatar has also shown
interest for investment in
aviation  sector  of

Pakistan, the sources
said, INP

Mohsin
Naqvi's
appointment
constitutional,
to ensure fair
elections:
Marriyvum

ISLAMABAD
Minister for Information

and Broadecastin
Marriyum Aurangzeb sai
on  Monday that the

aﬁpDil‘ltllﬂfml' of caretaker
chief minister Punjab was
made according to the
constitution and law and
now there would be elec-
tions and not the selection
in the provinge,

_Imran Khan was wor-
ried over Mohsin MNagvi's
aﬁpmmmergr as caretaker
chief minister becausze
this was not done by
‘witchcraft’ but according
to the constitution an
law, she said in a tweet on
Monday.

She termed Imran a
“foreign agent” who used
%3 million funds of
Shaukat Khanum hospital
for business purpose. She
alzo criticized Tehreek-e-
Insaf’s  Chairman for
‘imposing Lisman
Buzdar on the people of

£ minister rejecting
the PTI's criticism over
caretaker chief minister’s
appointment  said now
there would be elections
in Punjab and no longer
selection as done in
2018.INP
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LAHORE;: ;l-"rad;rs: are shouting _slu[gans during protest in favor of their demands out-

resignations of its
remaining 44 MNAs

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf has decided to withdraw
the resignations of their remaining 44
Members of MNational Assembly whose
resignations are vet to be accepted by
the speaker. PTI leader Asad Umar said

on Monday that the party had emailed
National ~ Assembly %I;akr:r Raja
Pervaiz Ashraf informing him about the

resignation withdrawal degision, The
party wanis to withdraw resignations of
its 44 MNAs whose resignabions have
nol been accepted so far, he added

The PTI leader said the party’s next
step would be Lo get ils member appoint-
ed as the Opposition Leader in the
National Assembly.On Friday, Mational
Assembly Speaker Raja Pervaiz Ashraf
accepted another 35 resignations of the
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Ravi River in provincial Capital.

"l M -y - m St ' W .
LAHORE: Labourers are carrying sand on their tractor tr

Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf lawmakers The
Mational Assembly speaker after accept-
ing the resignations sent the list to the

ection Commission of Pakistan which
later de-notified the fresh lot of 35 PTI
lawmakers after cumplutlngh NEcessary
action Earlier, on Jan 17, the speaker
had accepted resignations of 34 MNAs
of the PTI and one resignation of Awami
Muslim League Chief Sheikh Rashid
Ahmad. As many as 123 PTI MNAs had
resigned en masse from the lower house
of parliament following the ouster of
PTI chief Imran Khan in April last vear,
Suhsequmltf, the NA speaker had
accepted only 11 of the resignations,
stating that the remaining lawmakers
would be summoned individually for
verification. INP
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Controversial person's
appointment as caretaker

CM a question mark on
ECP's integrity: Sh Rashid

LONDON: Pakistan Awami
Muslim League (AML} chief and
former federal interior minister
Sheikh Rashid Ahmed on Monday
said the nomination of a controver-
sial person as the Punjab’ s care-
taker chief minister was not only a

uestion mark on the Election

ommission of Pakistan (ECP),
but also a nail in the coffin of the
country s elections.

In his video message on Twitter,
the former minister said the
appclmmem of a controversial pler—
son at the top slot was a question
mark on the integrity of the
[ECP].

He said the 13-party s attempt Lo
suppress the decision of the people

of Pakistan would be injustice with
the country.

Rashid said at time Pakistan was
going through a sericus economic
and political instability  the
appointment of an undesirable per-
son as the caretaker chief mimister
of the province having 60 per cent
population of the uoun!r}\; would be
tantamount to defame the citizens
and humiliating the democracy.

"The steps you are taking to
block Imran Kirran s path will fall
on you The people, Pakistan and
Islam will be victorious. You will
be destroyed and your all inten-
tions will fail as the nation will
defeat you," the seasoned politi-
cian further said in his tweet. INP

Russia says no date set for
talks with US on nuclear
arms treaty

MOSCOW: Russia said on
Monday that no new date had been
set for talks with the United States
on the New START nuclear arms
treaty, accusing the US of rumdpmg
up tensions between the two side

Talks between Moscow and
Washington on resuming inspec-
tions under the New START nuclear

arms reduction treary were due to
take place mm November in Egypt,
but Russia postponed them and net-
ther side has set a new date for a
meCtng,

Sergei Rvabkov, the deputy for-
eign minister, smid the conditions
were not right for new talks on the
treaty, which caps the number of
each side’s strategic nuclear war-
heads.

"The situation does not, frankly
speaking, allow for setting a new
ate, .. taking into account this

escalation trend in both thetoric and
actions by the United States'
Ryabkov was quoted by Interfax as
saying } ;
Already poor US-Russia ties
became even more strained last vear
when Russia invaded Ukraimne,
prompting Washington and its allies
to respond with a barrage of sanc-
tions against Russia’s economy,
While there have been occasional
diplomatic successes, includin
risoner  swaps  involving U
arine veteran Trevor Reed and
basketball star Brittney Griner,
direct high-level contact has been
searce. o )
Moscow said in November that it
had "no other choice® but to cancel
talks with the United States over
inspections under the New START
treaty, which 15 set to expire n
February 2026 INP




