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J Tran ready to provide gas

71% o . . .
~#& lfacility to Pakistan: Iranian
' Consul General

Manan Mandokhail, Syed Ali Shah

In ({uﬁna. as leakages incidents
have claimed 16 lives including four
children and a woman in a week
Dozens of people were unconscious as
rooms were filled with gas in various
parts of the city. Gas load shedding
coupled with low gas pressure has
compounded the problems of con-
sumers in Quetta and other parts of
Balochistan.

Quetta, Ziarat, Kalat and
ather parts of Balochistan are
in the grip of chilly weather
Sor the last month.

Five lives lost
in one day

At least five people including four
children and a police sub-inspector
were killed during two separate inci- ﬁ
dents of %ras leakages in Quetta, the
capital of Balochistan province on h

Wednesday moming, Police sources
said four children of a family died
inside a mud-walled house after the :
as leakage triggered an explosion in [ @8
the Killi %adczm area of Kharotabad S\
Chuetta. |
Two women were also injured in the
as blast that was triggered by the gas
eakage in the house. The injured
women were rushed to the burn unit of
the Bolan Medical Complex Hospital
(BMCH} for medical treatment. Senior
doctors reached the burn wart to make
sure of timely medical treatment for -
the injured by the blast. ¥ =
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After Fawad’s arrest, Imran

alls on judiciary to “protect
PTI’s fundamental rights’

s s ) -

Children were sleeping
in their room when the
blast was triggered by
the leakage

Police sources said the hapless chil-
dren along with their mothers were
sleeping inside the mud-walled house
when the room filled with gas. “Gas
load shedding caused the blast inside
the house”, Abdullah Khan, one of the
relatives of the wvictims told Daily
Quetta Voice. He said the family had
left the gas heater on and there was a
sudden gas load shedding and the fam-
ily was asleep when the gas supply
came back. This caused the incident,
he narrated.In another incident, a
police sub-inspector Shabir Gujar died
after his room was filled with gas in
the Pod Gali Chowk area of Cluetta,
Police sources said that the victim was
sleeping and the room was filled with
gas. The sub-inspector was currently
serving in the Shalkot Police Station
v Quetta.

SSGC did not respond
to CM Secretariat
Balochistan

Chief Mimster Balochistan, Mir
Quddus Bizenjo took a notice of the
increasing incidents of gas explosions
in Quetta. The CM Secretanat to speak
to the Sw Southern Gas Company
(SSGC), but there was no response, an
official handout issued here on
Wednesday evening said, The CM has
demanded of the al government
to take notice of the attitude and per-

— Ll

formance of the company in
Balochistan, the statement concluded.

Islamabad court reser

VES Ver
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a seeking

PTI leader Fawad Chaudhry’s physical remand

Islamabad court reserves verdict on plea
seeking PTI leader Fawad Chaudhry's
physical remand :

An Islamabad district and sessions court
on Wednesday reserved its verdict on a
Eoiil:c request seeking PTI leader Fawad

haudhry's eight-day physical remand,
hours after he was arrested for “inciting
violence against & constitutional institu-
tion™.

. The former federal minister was taken
into custody early Wednesday maornin
after a first information report {I;:IR
ﬁgamst him was registered at Islamabad's
ohsar police station by an official of the
Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
for “threatening” the electoral body’s
members and their families, .

According to Fawad's brother, Faisal,
the former federal minister was “taken
away" in four cars that did not have any

number plates at 5:30am. Faisal said that
the family was unaware of Fawad’s loca-
tiom at the ime. g .
“We are also not being given any details
of the FIR registered agaimst him,”™ he said.

During the hearing, ECP lawyer Saad
Hasan read out the contents of the FIR. He
contended that the PTI leader had termed
the clectoral watchdog to be a munshi
(clerk)

The lawyer argued that the ECP was a

eight days.

Faisal, who 15 also a prominent lawyer,
termed his brother’s amest “ill and
asserted that he wall fight this
court,

The PTI leader was later brought to
Lahore’s Cantt court where the judicial
magistrate granted police Fawad's transit

Khan and sought his physical remand for
. The prosecutor told
that authorities needed Fawad’s phone and
his laptop, adding that the politician’s cus-
tody was required for conducting a pho-
togrammetric test and a voice match,

al”

1 constitutional body, adding that the regime
attle in

change narrative had been formed under a
well-thought out plan. “Fawad Chaudhry
damaged the ECP’s reputation h&dmakmg
threatening statements."Hasan added that
Fawad's remarks were aimed at incitin

remand. ; one ainsi the dther. He contend
Later in the day, Eslamabagdpoime pre- that the ECP had received many threaten-
sented Fawad before Duty Judge MNaveed ing letters. “The purpose of Fawad's

speech was to promote hatred against the
commission."He further said that Fawad
had not apologised for his remarks and was
still standing by them, adding that there
was a lot of “electronic proof” present
against the politician, Web

the court

After Fawad’s arest, Imran

calls on judiciary to ‘protect
PTI’s fundamental rights’

Following the arrest of PTI
leader Fawad Chaudhry, former
premier Imran Khan on Wednesday
called on the country’s judiciary to
protect the party’s fundamental
rights.

awad was arrested early
Wednesday moming for “incitin
violence against a constitutiona
institution” after a case was regis-
tered against him on the complaing
of an Election Commission of
Pakistan HE{_'_“P}I official.

In a televised press conference,
the PTI chairman addressed the
judges of the apex court, saying
that they had been entrusted with  ¢rime was. “It is a crime to call the
upholding rule of law election commissioner a munshi

“The kinds of verdicts being  (clerk)®™ he asked, referring to
given and how the Constitution an }"aw 's press talk on Tuesday,

laws are being tom apart, there 15
no future for such a munll'%
He also questioned what Fawad’s

Imran asserted that the ECP was
responsible for holding free and
fair elections in the country, reiter-
ating his criticism of the commis-
sion's decision to appoint media
mogul Mohsin Magvi the carctaker
chief minister of Punjab.

“On what basis did you choose
Mohsin Maqvi as the caretaker
chief minister?” he said. “Was there
no one else that you picked the per-
son who was against us the most?™

Imran said that he expected the

Judiciary to “protect our fundamen-

tal nghts™. “The nation is expecting
you to protect our rights.”

Imran claimed that MNagvi had
reinstated all the officials who were
vart of the cabinet of Hamza
Shahbaz, Web Desk

Iran ready to provide gas facility to

Pakistan: Iranian

Mir Salam Jogezai

Iranian Consul General
based in Quetta, Hassan
Darvaish on Wednesday
said his country was
ready to provide gas
facilities to Pakistan. He
said Iran was ready to
resolve Pakistan's energy
problems, He expressed
these views while talking
to Quetta-based journal-
ists at  the Iraman
Consulate. )

Hassan Darvaish stated
that direct flights would
be commenced from
Quetia_to Tehran very
soon. This would address
a Imgl;smndmg demand
of the people of
Balochistan, the Consul
General stated. He said
Iran enjoys cordial rela-
tions with Pakistan,

g [}an's Consul Gene.raj-

Consul General

Pakistan and_ Iran has
5 been sei at five billion
dillars and this target can
be reached by starting
moTe economic activi-
ties. Ready, Iran wel-
comes the export of man-
goes, rice and other fruit
items from Pakistan
Media can play an impor-
tant role in bringing the
people and governments
of the two neighboring
friendly countries closer.
Violent protests and

Zardar has met Iran’s

Hasan Darvish said that
Iran and Pakistan have
commaon interests, lan-
guage, culture and reli-
gion, and the media can
play a key role in promot-
g relations between the
nei hbm’mg countries.

Foreign Minister Hussain
Amir Abdullahian at the
ECO Conference. Lasi
year, relations i the eco-
nomic séctor have been
promoted and we have
reached a high level
beyond the limited scale.

sigges are not allowed in
lran. Direct flights can
start soon so that cooper-
ation in the tourism and
the economic sector can
be further promoted. In
this regard, an Iranian
company is ready to start

15ter

akistan's forei
Bilawal ETl

min-
utto-

e said that the target

flights from Quetta to
of trade volume between -|-eﬁ Q

ramn,

UALE hints at 'huge investment' in
Pakistan amid economic turmoil

ISLAMABAD: United Arab Emirates (UJAE) President Sheikh
Mohamed Bin Zaved Al Mahyan has dropped clues his government is
planning to broaden its investment footpring in Pakistan — as the country
drastically needs foreign inflows to prop up its deteriorating economy,

The royal dignitary armved in Palastan on a private visit and held a bilat-
eral meefing with Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, who received the former
at Chandna Airport along with other government functionaries,

"Be prepared, the UAE will make a huge investment in Pakistan," the
sources quoted the UAE president as saying during a cordial meeting with
the premier at the airport. o )

Shehbaz recalled his recent visit to the guif country and emphasised
that both countries would work on the understanding reached berween the
two leaders in various fields, during his visit to the UAE.

The UAE president said that the brotherly relations between the two
countries went back many decades and his father, who had immense love
for Pakistan and its people, laid the foundation of their bilateral ties,

The president also assured the pnme minister that the UAE would
always stand by Pakistan : ; :

Taking to Twitter, the premier wrote: "Extremely delighted to receive

my brother His Highness Sheikh Mohamed Bin Ea{uad on his arrival in
Pakistan, which is his second home, Building on our last meeting, we dis-
cussed ways [and] means to further strengthen our brotherly relations.”

_The president expressed warm affection towards the prime minister on
his arrival in Pakistan and took the premier to lus personal jet, sources told
Geo Mews. : :

The premier also met the family members of the president and held con-
versations with his children in” the English and Arabic language, the
sources added. S :

The UAE, on January 12, agreed to lend $1 billien to Pakistan and roll
over an existing 32 billion loan, the country's information minister had
said, as the country's central bank foreign reserves fell to just three weeks'
watth of imports.

The UAE's financial support offered some respite to the country that is
still teeling from devastating nationwide floods that have caused more
than 30 billion of damage. )

_The loan announcements came as PM Shehbaz kicked off a two-da
visit to the UAE "This support will help us tide over economic difficul-
ties,” the premier said in a statement Web Desk
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Reimagining Pakistan
seminar in Quetta

[Politicians, intelligentsia and members of the legal fraternity almost
discussed all issues relating to the country and Balochistan at the first

Reimagining Pakistan seminar. The Is%ea e
speeches based on facts and figures with regard to the prex_-arlmg eco-
nomic crisis and political uncertainty at the seminar organized

kers delivered stormy and

the

Balochistan Peace Forum (BPF)} run by Senior politician Nawabzada

Lashkari Raisani.

Political pundits called it a gathering of political dissidents since most
of the |I::a||tmal fipures have been sidelined by their own political parties.

MNevert

eless, Shahid Khaqan Abbasi, the former prime minister defend-

ed the Pakistan Muslim League (N) supremo Nawaz Sharif and urged the
judiciary to undo its wrongs to the former premier.
The session was underway for 7 hours
Throughout the seven hours long sessions, Mr. Abbasi faced the brunt
of stormy and aggressive speakers criticizing Islamabad for what they

called stepmotherly treatment. Hussain Wadela
aq Do Tehrik put very hard questions

Crwadar

the patron-in-chief of

before the audience and

called for addressing the grievances of the people of the country’s port

city

iri-i_ﬂ_ah Ismail presented killings facts about the declining cconomic
condition of the country and the socio-economic state of the people.
Former Chief Minister Nawab Muhammad Aslam Raisani reiterated the

demand for immediat{recuvegr of the missin
of the most important issues, al
Mehfooz Al Khan shared killin

facts

i sing persons and termed it one
ochistan is facing today.

Former Secretary of Finance Balochistan, Mehfooz Ali Khan shared

killin

facts about Islamabad’s stepmotherly treatment towards

Balochistan. He mentioned that gas was discovered in Sui in 1952 and
Dera Bugti was provided a ﬁas facility in 20135.

Young intellectual, Rafiu

ah Kakar termed the undeclared MPA fund

as a major speed breaker and political bribe before the political parties.
He spoke at length about the issues of bad povernance, the province is

facing today.

To be precise, it was an event that brought the high-ups who had served
the country in the center and province to one forum and they all openly
shared their experiences and knowledge to bring an end to the prevailing
crisis. Dissent voices need to be heard. They should not be pressed.

Gender budgeting- a tool for
gender removing inequalities

Z

) 1

Article 25 of the
Constitution of  the
Islamic Republic of
Pakistan says that there
will be no discrimina-
tion among the citizens
on the basiz of sex. It
means that the nghts of
men and women shall
be equal. Gender equal-
ity is a basic fundamen-
tal right in any self-
respecting society. Do
ground realities sub-
stantiate this assertion?
Are there even playing
grounds for
both genders? If not,
why it is s07 And how
can gender mainstream-
m% e achieved?
ender Responsive,
Gender Sensitive and
Gender Aware budget-

1':1;5r ;
here are many poli-
¢y aptions to reduce this
imbalance but budget is
1mém:rl:anll as_a policy
and planning instrument

for governments that
can be used for reaching

the goal of Gender
Equality. Gender
Responsive, Gender

Sensitive and Gender
Aware budgeting in a
country, region, or a
province can  create
enabling environment (o
bring equality? The fun-
damental objective of
gender budgeting refers
to refining budget and
related policies with a
view to Ezg'ummmg gen-
der equality as an inte-
gral part of human
rnights, Gender budget-
ing makes the sender-
specific effects of budg-
ets visible and raises
awareness about their
frequently implicit
dimensions of discrimi-
nation against women.
Gender impacts of
budgets and policies
Gender  budgeting
thus identifies the gen-
der-specific  implica-
tions of public finance -
which is usually pre-
sented as gender-neutral
—and, in particular eco-
nomic policies. Gender
budgeting is therefore
regarded as a core sirat-
egy for raising aware-
ness and understanding
of gender issues and the
gender impacts of budg-
ets and policies, When

we talk in the context of
Balochistan, the first
uestion that strikes us
that, *Is there any study
ever conducted to find
out the Gender Gaps?
Did we undertake any
post  or re-budget
assessment of the annu-
al budget on  differen
segments of the society,
especially women, who
form almost  50%
(48.76%, to be specif-
ichol our national popu-
lation? In Balochistan,
this ratio

is 47.47%. If our
budget 15 not Gender
Sensitive, almost half
the population is left
out, In our sel up wom-
enempowerment starts
and ends with the provi-
sion of Sewing
Machines, the opening
of embroidery centers,
or the holding of few
cultural shows. It means
a gender-based assess-
menl of budgets, incor-
porating a gender per-
spective at all levels of
the budgetary process,
and restructuring rev-
enues and expenditures
is required in order to
promote gender equali-
:y. As mentioned above
emale  population in
Balochistan is 47.4%
and their needs are

completely ignored at

all levels and they are
hardly involved in the

budgetary Bmcess. An
analysis of PSDPs since
2013-14 il 2020-21

shows that there was not
a single project in the
ears 2013- 14 1st

014-15, as if women
did not. Exist or they
were not worthy of any
consideration, Then
from 2015-16 to 2019-
20, there were onme to
three projects and the
total Gullﬂ;' ranged from
12% to 22%. Tt shows
how much priority that
47.49% of the popula-
tion gets  in  the
province. Although the
world over women is
not categorized as a vul-
nerable group.

In Balochistan, they
are not only vulnerable
but also marginalized
But the treatment they
cet in Pakistan, espe-
cially in Balochistan,
they are nol only wvul-
nerable but also margin-
alized in the real sense
of the world, A UN
Report on Women said
that compared to men,
women have 26% fewer
chances of employment,
and around 73% of the
women labor force
works in unregulated
sector of the economy.
Why they are consid-

Mehfooz Ali Khan

ered vulnerable because
they are

solely dependent on
male counterparts both
at home as well as at the
work ]p lace
Surprisingly there are
no separate Rest
Rooms{Washrooms) for
ladies in Secretariat and
directorates. For the
entire female popula-
tion, there is only one
female park in Smugli
Road and they have no
recreational  facilities
whatsoever,

Women development
department manned by
male officers

There 15 a women’s
Development
Department, mostl
manned by male offi-
cers and workers, who
are supposed to work
for the welfare of
female workers. They
lack the caga@ily to for-
mulate and implement
%!a.ns for female uplift.

nqdilt'tmjs outside !P;e
capital city are sim
de?ﬂlnrableﬁf Econmgii
Development will
remain  an unrealized
dream unless the gov-
ernment takes concrete

steps through gender
budgeting for Gender
mainstreaming and
using this untapped
potential,

Monday’s prolonged
B{m}er ailure  across
akistan was a powerful
reminder of the deepen-
ing fault lines across the
nation, as political rivals
raced to seize authority in
spite of the cnuntr{;s
ﬂowmg disarray, il
Monday too came the
State Bank's latest ver-
dict to raise interest raies
to a stageering 17 per
cent as inflation hovers
around 30 per cent.

Together, these chal-
lenging events at the
beginning of the week
again popped up a com-
Eeﬂ'mg question: after Sri

anka shot to global
headlines following the
default on its foreign debt
repayments, is Pakistan
next in line to meet a sim-
ilar fate? ; ;

Pakistan following Sri
Lanka’s footsteps has
become an oft-repeated
question across the coun-
try’s gossip circles, from
living rooms to board-
rooms and bevond. It is a
riddle whose answer
eventually  lies  in
Pakistan’s ability to avenl
its looming disaster.
_As Pakistan’s political
rivals intensify their bat-
tles, the country’s wors-
ening outlook 15 evident
all around. Consequently,
members of the elite
ranging from its ruling
class fo the opposition
have increasingly
become detached from
real-life trends.

In sharp contrast to the
mocod across the power
corridors,  mainstream
Pakistanis have increas-
ingly suffered the fallout
from %ajlc ing inflation
and other challenges on a
regular basis. g

And while political

Power failure

rivals  repeatedly urge
their followers to supﬂnrl
democracy, there's a big-
ger disasier lurking just
over the horizon. Fast
mounting inflation coin-
ciding with a balance of
ayments crisis and
ime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif’s  government’s
delayed return to the [MF
lpan programme  have
together caused what
could best be described
as an unprecedented and
imminent perfect storm.

Meanwhile, the failure
of the mling class to
appreciate the gravity of
a rapidly worsening secu-
rity outlook  has  just
added to the intensity of
the storm. In  brief,
Pakistan has fast become
the proverbial titanic sur-
rounded by a powerful
SLOFM in & vast ocean
with no relief in sight
close by.

The country’s mount-
ini.i, policy fatlures have
only beert made worse by
the likes of Finance
Minister Ishag Dar who
is now almost begging
for a resumption the
IMF loan, not long after
he publicly proclaimed
his *1 don’t care’ about
the IMF line early
December. And his prom-
ise of overseeing an
appreciation  of  the
exchange rate of the
rupee versus the US dol-
lar has simply become a
hoax ) )

Meanwhile, Interior
Minister Rana Sanuallah
in recent days has spent
time lavishly playing
Pakistan’s itics from
London, close to his
leader, former pime min-
ister Mawaz Sharf As
Sanaullah provdly
announced the planned

return of Maryam MNawaz
to Pakistan to lead the
ruling party in their next
election campaign, more
Pakistani s_ccum)['_ per-
sonnel fell in the line of
duty  during terrorist
attacks. Is rhe interior
minister still fully in
command of his min-
istry? That gquestion has
become increasingly
pressing as bloodshed
mounts across the coun-
try.
Avertin Pakistan’s
looming disaster is more
about stabilizing the state
and its institutions than
successfully carrying the
democratic process for-
ward. Indeed, the next
round of elections may
throw up a clear majority
rule in favour of a single
Eaﬁy or a group of well
nit allies. Yet, to date
that prospect has failed to
answer the central riddle
facing Pakistan — exactly
how will the country go
through a rqnﬁe of tpuigh
and potentially painful
reforms to stabilize its
furure?Pakistan’s  fast
deepening  economic
malaise is driven by two
equally competing chal-
lenges.On the one hand, a
chronic resource crunch
has been driven by a
stubborn failure to reform
one of the world's worst
perf'erminlg tax collection
systems. Ii is also driven
by a failure to cut expen-
diture that begins to tar-
E&t privileges of the elite.
nly such a latter
approach will begin 1o
arm Pakistan’s main-
stream population with
the confidence that the
country has finally begun
to move towards long
overdue economic jus-
tice. And without a huge

lift in public confidence,
a _potentially painful
reform plan risks failing
guickly,

Omn the other hand, sad-
dled with about $10¢ bil-
lion in foreign debt,
Pakistan cannot afford to
continue with its vast
imports unless & jump in
exports also works in tan-
dem. For now, a sizable
;umﬁ in exports looks
unlikely. As Pakistan
works towards the goal of
an export jump, the coun-
try must first radically
curb luxury imports that
have become a major
drain on the dwindling
foreign currency
TESETVES

Meeting the challen
requires Pakistan to be
slapped with an ‘econom-
ic emergeencg‘ of a kind
never seen before. That
must be the bottom line
as Pakistan faces a set of
unprecedented pitfalls.
As for worsening security
conditions, Pakistan musi
fumc_fuﬂ?' reverse  the
Erﬂwmg awlessness that

as evolved over time
and today threatens its
key interests )

onday’s power fail-
ure must ropel
Pakistan's ruling elite to
embark on a set of emer-
gency reforms that begin
to tackle real-life chal-
lenges immediately,
Inaction will have just
one outcome: a wider
faillure of the Pakistani
state Pakistan following
Sr Lanka's footsteps has
become an ofi-repeated
guestion across the coun-
iry's gossip circles, from
living rooms to board-
rooms and beyond. It is a
riddle whose answer
eventually  lies  in
Pakistan's ability to avert

By Farhan Bokhari

its looming disaster.

As Pakistan’s political
rivals intensify their bat-
tles, the country’s wors-
ening outlook is evident
all around. Consequently,
members of the elite
ranging from is ruling
class fo the opposition
have increasingly
become detached from
real-life trends.

In sharp contrast (o the
mood across the power
cormidors,  mainstream
Pakistanis have increas-
ingly suffered the fallout
from [!ugin inflation
and other challenges on a
regular basis. )

And  while political
rivals repeatedly urge
their followers to support
demacracy, there's a big-
ger disaster lurking just
over the horizon ~ Fast
mounting inflation coin-
ciding with a balance of

yments crisis  and

rime Minister Shehbaz

Sharif's  government’s
delayed return to the IMF
loan programme have
together caused what
could best be described
as an unprecedented and
imminent perfect storm

Meanwhile, the failure
of the mling class to
appreciate the graviry of
arapidly worsefiing secu-
rity outlook has  just
added to the intensity of
the storm. In  brief,
Pakistan has fast become
the proverbial titamic sur-
rounded by a powerful
storm in a_vast ocean
with no relief in sight
close by The country’s
mounting policy failures
have only been made
worse by the likes of
Finance Minister Ishag
Dar who is now almost
begging for a resumption
of the IMF loan.

In memory of
Latif Lala

ith  the
‘N; passm%
away 0

Advocate
_ Latif Afndi,
progressives and democ-
rats have lost an impor-
tant leader and one of the
finest human beings we
had. 1 have lost a great
mentor and it is hard 1o
find suitable words to pay
tribute to this truly
remarkable man  or
eXPress My own pain in
words.

Latif Lala, a progres-
sive Marxist, had lived an
extraordinary life of
belief in the simple prin-
ciple of _ﬁ%hu ng injustice
Given his legal and polit-
ical struggle on the argher
regional  chessboard, he
achieved more than could
be expected of any man, |
was privy to his thoughts
and strugg%]e as we navi-
gated our Tegal and politi-
cal trajectories, wrestled
with an :Eprcsswc state,
confronted the strategic
policy in Afghanistan and
the Pashtun tribal belt,
took measure of the
enforced disappearances
in the country, overcame
insurmountable odds to
fight for the political
rights of erstwhile Fata,
responded to the self-
defeating policies on ter-
rorism and radicalization
in  Pakhtunkhwa, and
relentlessly ruursued dem-
ocratic ideals.

I asecuritized, extrac-
tive and oppressive syvs-
term that has overseen
grave imjustices against
certain communities or
expropriated their
respurces, Lala emerged
as a strong voice of the

voiceless. Where others
feared to tread the diffi-
cult path, Lala never
minced his words regard-
ing oppression by the
powertul, or in defence of
individual liberty or rule
of law. Deeply aware of
the inherent dangers in
exposing oppressors, he
would always caution
restraint  for  young
activists, however, he
himself was an epitome
of courage when it came
to such sensitive matters.
Hardly anyone can match
his lezal struggle against
enforced disappearances.

Despite massive pres-
sure, he stood like a rock
beside me dunng a partic-
ularly difficult time and
led the panel of lawyers
that represented me and
others in court. In our

quest fo rgem a Progres-
sive and liberal voice in
Pakistan’s usual chaotic
olitical landscape, he
ielped us lay the tounda-
tion  of the National
Democratic Movement.
Latif Lala was a con-
sistent  presence  on
Pakistan's national stage
for over six decades. | am
one of the countless thou-
sands who drew inspira-
tion from his courageous
career. From my initial
Ep]ln cal engagement with
im at the Pashtun
Stmdents Federation to
my apprenticeship at his
chamber to the establish-
ment of the NDM, Lala
was an_unending source
of mspiration and guid-
ance. While he was
instrumental in laying the
foundation for the
he demonstrated
immense trust in me as

his student to lead the
party, Inspinng & genera-
tion' of lawyers, politi-
cians, nationalists, social
activists,  Progressives
and youth, Lala com-
manded immense respect

from -all and sundry
across  the  political
divide,

While the  world

remembers him for his
towering legal persona,
behind that was a man
who had a passion for
indigenous culture, enter-
tainment and extended
immense  respect 1o
artists, | remember a man
who was always absorbed
in books and who had a
wonderful sense of wit
and a generous heart for
his mentees. | remember
a charismatic mwenng
figure who always hel

his audience spellbound.
Known for his mastery
over, the legal and the
olitical, he was frequent-
y consulted by younger
oliticians, activists,
lawyers and others look-
ing for sober analysis of
the political, legal and
regional developments in
the country,

While we mourn the
loss of one of the most
sane, courageous and pro-
foundly good human
beings, we must ask our-
selves one fumdamental
gue&tion: what shall we

o 1o respond to the tasks
of building a progressive
and democratic society
true to the ideals of
democracy, rule of law
and freedom from vio-
lence and terror? It falls
to us as best as we can to
forward the example that
Latif Lala set

The early years of the
corongvirus  pandemic
brought so many chalt‘!lgcs
to our lifestyle, including
the way we conduct busi-
nesses. During the first
two tumultuous years of
this natural catastrophe,
people’s movement was

eatly restricted, forcing
them to adopt altermative
lifestyles.

This shift led to a phe-
nomenal surge in ecom-
merce which still seems
to be on the rise, prompt-
ing mangl countries to
promote digital skills that
may enable their youn
people to find multiple
sources of employment.

A report by the United

Nations Conference on
Trade and Development
(UNCTADY concludes:
“as lockdowns became
the new normal, busi-
nesses and  consumers
increasingly “went digi-
tal’, providing and pur-
chasing more goods and
services onling, raising e-
commerce’'s share of

obal retail trade from

4 per cent in 2015 1o

about 17 per cent in
20207

This surge was wit-
nessed in almost every
continent and region. The
UMNCTAD report noted
that an online market-
P-iace in Latin America
‘sold twice as many
items per day in the sec-
ond guarter of 2020 com-
pared with the same pen-
od the previous year”
And an Afnican e-com-
merce platform “reported
a 50 per cent jump in
transactions dunng} the
first six months of 2020,
Chipa's online share of
retail sales rose from 19.4
El;r cent to 24.9 per cent
etween August 2019 and
August 020, In

Digital inclusion

Kazakhstan, the online
share of retail sales
increased from 5 per cent
in 2019 to 9.4 per cent in
2020.  Thailand saw
downloads of shopping
apps jump 60 per cent in
ms! one week during

arch 2020."

Many  governments
tried fo take advantage of
the situation by promot-
ing digital skills and
drafting plans to ensure
the growth of e-com-
merce. The report said;
“Costa _Rica's povern-
ment initiated a platform
for businesses without an
online presence, and a
smartphone app and tex-
ting service to facilitate
trade ameng producers of
agricultural, meat and
ish products. In Africa,
Senegal ran an informa-

tion, education and
awarantss' campaign on
the benefits of e-com-

merce across all segments
of the population. In Asia,
Indonesia launched a
capacity-buildin
ramme to expedite digi-
fization and digitalization
among micro, small, and
medium enferprises.”™
The e-commerce sector
saw a “dramatic’ rise in
its share of all retail sales,
from | & per cent to 19 per
cent in 2020. Estimates
supggest that the digital
retail economy experi-
enced the most growth in
South Korea, where inter-
net sales increased from
around one in five trans-
actions in 2019, to more
than one in four last year.
According to the UN
website, the UK “saw a
spike in online transac-
tions over the same peri-
od, from 15,8 to0 23.3 per
cent; 50 too did China
(from 207 to 249 per
cent), the US (11 to 14

=

per cent), Australia (63
to 94  per cent),
Singapore (3.9t0 11,7 per
qmr% and Canada (3.6 to
6.2 per cent). Online
business-to-consumer

(B2C) sales for the
world’s top 13 companies
stood at 2.9 tllion in

2020 Owerall, global e-
commerce sales jumped
to $26.7 trllion in 2019,
up four per cent from a
year earlier.” )

[t seems that Pakistan
has been slow in respond-
ing to the challenges
E]os:ed by the pandemic
Only a Tew govemnment
institutions have
launched prﬂgmm{nf:s_tg
equip voung people wit
d?lgitgl skillgs Ea Iﬁat they
can take advantage of this
rising trend of e-com-
merce and online shop-

Fing. ,

In 2020, the Pakistan
Poverty Alleviation Fund
{P_PAF?I in_collaboration
with the National Rural
Support Programme
MNRSP) launched the

evitalizin Youth
Enterprise (RYE) project.
It tramned ycung people
aged between 16 and 24
in_high-demand digital
skills. Around 75 per cent
of the participants were in
the 138-24 age bracket,
and the mnarmmﬁl?.i per
cent were in the age
bracket of 16-18.

Around 200 poor stu-
dents from Karachi,
Sukkur, Multan and
Bahawalpur were select-
ed for the training pro-
gramme. The students
were offered short cours-
es on digital marketing,
social media manage-
ment, e-commerce and
graphic design. Girls and
women also participated
in this online project that
helped them eamn income

in & conservative society
where going out and
working in offices and
factories 15 difficult for
MOSt Women.

This training was use-
ful for students of reli-

ious seminaries as well,

ne madrassah student
who got enrolled in the
social media and digital
marketing course man-
aged to get a client who
paid him Rs28000 for
marketing his products.

Pakistan's unemploy-
ment rate for 2021 was
4.35 per cent, a 0,05 per
cent Increase from 2020,
Unemployment is one of
the reasons forcing our
young people to leave the
country. A recent survey
by an Islamabad-based
institution shows that an
overwhelming majority
of the youth want 1o leave
Pakistan where employ-
ment  opportumties are
shrinking. The future
seems  even  bleak,
Around six million peo-
le in the textile sector
ave already been laid off
because of the rising cost
of doing business,

_From  graduates of
high-end colleges and
universities to an over-
whelming majority. of
students from religious
seminaries, most people
fail to find work. Pakistan
has over 36,000 regis-
tered seminaries. Over
two million  students
study there Most of them
do not have modem skills
required to find 4 place in
the country's job market.
Such digital skills proj-
ects could be a way for
them to find decent
sources of income,

The  Ministry  of
Information Technology
also claims that it has
launched several projects

By Abdul Sattar
that will train over 3.5
million yvoung people in
digital skills. It is plan-
ning to launch another
g.}%r.a[ skills project; over
J00 students  have
already registered. The
minisiry claims that it is
also_working with the
Punjab government (o
launch a project for free-
lancers.

But many experts
believe that these training
programmes are  not
enough. The PPE, the
NRSP and other institu-
tions should establish
digital hubs which should
coordinate with manufac-
turing _units, factories,
industial concerns and
service industries and
learn about their needs.
They should prepare the
youih in a way that they
could be accommodated
there. These hubs should
be a bridge between these
trainees and businesses,

Many young people,
especially from rural
areas and less-developed
regions, do not know
enough about employ-
ment and skill opporturi-
ties, Proper guidance and
training programmes will
help them_ acquire the
required skills. Also, dig-
ital skills training should
be mandat at the
school level. If siudents
of Grade 7 and 8 start
learning basic courses of
the digital world at the
school level, they will be
in a better position to
hone their skills at the
college and university
levels. The government
should set up dedicated
colleges to promote prac-
tical education instead of
forcing students to study
thick books of theory that
are less Jm?ﬂﬂﬂﬁt in pro-
fessional life.

Climate optimism

akistan

P has  once
again made &

strong case

for  foreign

funding for its flood
recovery efforts. It has
raised around $10 billion,
more than the required
amount of %8 billien to
rebuild the areas dam-
aged by the recent floods
These pledzes were
made by the international
community  at  the
International Conference

on  Climate Resilient
Pakistan in  Geneva
Pakistan’s Prime

Minister Shehbaz Sharif
co-hosted the conference

along  with  Umited
Nations Secretary-
General Antonio
Guterres,

This is the first time
the UM has come up with
a financing system 1o
help vulnerable countries
m up for the losses
caused by  climate
change. The fact that
Pakistan has successfully
met its financing targets
is laudahble,

The largest commit-
ment of 54.2 billion has
come from the Islamic
Development Bank
Group. The World Bank
has pledged %2 billion.
The funds will help the
government build a more
resilient Pakistan and an
economy  which  is
dynamic and sustainable
In order to assure trans-
parency in spending, the
prime minister has said
that he has put in place a
third-party wverification
(TPV) system to ensure
that eve penny 1§
accounted for,

Like COP27 last year,

the Geneva moot has

roven to be a success for

akistan. The country
continues to cultivate a
strong sense of empathy
and responsibility among
the international commu-
nity — two values which

have remained absent
from the system for
EArs.

The global calendar of
climate change events for
2023 is ripe with oppor-
tunities. From C'D'ngcm
sustainable finance sum-
mits and everything in
between, climate diplo-
mats around the world
have a chance to turn
these fragments of cli-
mate action plan into sus-
tained and structured
development for address-
ing climate change, To do
so, 4 few necessary meas-
ures are needed.

First, vulnerable coun-
tries must keep seeking
uni[% to pave the way for
amplifying their voice in
the international arena.
This is not wishful think-
ing. We have already
seen  how developing
countries worked togeth-
er at COP2T and asked
rich nations to set up the
Loss and Damage fund,
At the beginning of
COP27, John Kemry had
said that the creation of
the Loss and Damage
fund “is just nod going (o
happen.” But it did hap-
pen. Now, COP2E — set to
take place in Dubai this
year — might also be a
perfect opportunity to
ensure that the developed
world launches targets to
reduce its reliance on fos-
sil fuels. Second, the
Loss and Damage fund as
well as the Global Shield

y Rizwan Basir
Project must get imple-
mented as quickly as pos-
mlie" 2023 Em

n its ergern
Watchlist, " thc}le
International Rescue
Committee (IRC) notes,
“2022 has shown that the
role of climate change in
accelerating the g]guba]
humanitarian crisis is
undeniable,”™ It reports
food insecutity as a key
threat multiplier  for
re%‘icms facing climate
risk in 2023,

Last, multilateral clhi-
mate funds — especially
larger ones such as the
Green Climate Fund
(GCF} — need to become
part of the climate emer-
gi_lenc}' discourse. OF all
the funds raised by
Pakistan for its recovery
thus far, none has come
from the funds whose
core mandate is o sup-

ot climate action,
hese two reasons could
explain this: first, the
funds do not have a sepa-
rate financing window to
address climate emergen-
cies; and second, their
rocesses for accessig
inancing are crippl
with unnecessary bureau-
cratic protocols — ulti-
mately depriving coun-
tries in need from timely
financing.

The time to act is now:
the climate-vulnerable
developing world needs
to get together and take
advantage of climate
optimism. The year 2023
has to be the yvear when
the international comm-
nity embraces the values
of empathy and responsi-
bility and takes serious
steps towards  climate
action.
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Cold wave in Sindh
likely to persist till Jan
27: Met office

KARACHI: Ongoing
cold wave likely to 5)&1'-
sist in Sindh_ till 27th
January, Met Office said
In its weather report on

Wednesday.

Mimmum  lempera-
ture 1n Karachi recorded
7.5 degree Celsius
today, It may remain 6-8
degree elsius 1
Hyderabad, Thatta,

Sujawal and Badin dis-
tricts, Met Office said in
its weather forecast.
Mimimum  tempera-
ture may drop to 2-4
degree ~ Celsius  in

Sukkur, Ghotka,
Larkana QJambar-
Shahdadkot, Kashmore,
Shikarpur, Jacobabad,
Jamshoro, _ Dadu,
Khaitpur, Tharparker
and Umerkot districts of
Sindh, according to
Pakistan Meteorological
Dglpamnent (PMD).

emperature may
drop. to  3-5 de1gree
Celsius  in  Shaheed
Benazirabad
Maushahro
Sanghar, Matian,
Mirpur Khas, Tando
Muhammad Khan and

]

Feroze,

Tando Allah Yar, Met
Oiffice predicted
People have been
advised to take precau-
tionary measure during
the cold wave. .
PMD forecast rainfall
and snowfall on moun-
tams 1 Upper Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, north-
eastern Punjab.
Islamabad, Kashmir an
Gilgit  Baltistan  on
Wednesday ﬁoda}'}.
Some areas in KP and
Kashmir could receive
moderate to heavy ramn-
fall and snowfall INP

Don’t make public scapegoat,
bitter pill of IMF’s conditions
should fed to elite also: PEW

ISLAMABAD ; The
Pakistan Economy
Watch (PEW) has said
that the only option
available to Pakistan is
accepting strict condi-
tions of the IMF but
instead making of the
public a scapegoat,
this bitter pill of IMF
conditions should be
fed to the elite also.

In a statement issued
here on Wednesday,
Chairman PEW
Muhammad Aslam
Khan stressed that all
the unnecessary gov-
ernment  expenditure
and all privileges of
the ruling classes
should be abolished zo0
that the people get a
few sighs of relief,

He said  that the
elites have completely
hijacked the country's
system, due to which

akistan has been
entering from one cri-
sis to another,

Now the plunder of
the elite has increased
to such an extent that
the country's integrity
is in danger, he added

Aslam Khan
observed that not a sin-

le ruler of Pakistan
1as ever worked seri-
ously to eradicate elit-
ism, correct the direc-
tion of the economy,
improve governance,

eliminate corruption,
reduce unemployment
and get rid of debts.
The rulers did not
have any positive tar-
get and they never pre-
erred to work within
their means but they
always preferred to
spend  heavily and
always ran the country
with the borrowed
money, he said and
added that the one who
i5 an expert in begging
is considered a great
economist  therefore
the whole country has

become addicted to
Ioans,
At that fime,

Chairman PEW said
the only way to main-
tain the state is debt
while addiction to
loans blocked the way
of industrial and agri-
cultural development
in the country.

When the western
countries turned their
backs on Pakistan, we
went to Saudi Arabia,
China, and the Gult
states, who gave loans
worth billions of dol-
lars to Pakistan but
now they are no more
interested in lending to
Pakistan,

He was of the view
that in the prevailing
status of the country’s
eoonomy, neither

industrial production
nOT exports were pos-
sible without the large-
scale imports of raw
materials, machinery
and parts

Aslam Khan zaid, “A
nation  that makes
atomic bombs does not
have the ability to
make simple motorcy-
cle engines or power
looms. The agricultur-
al country does not
have the ability to
manufacture tractors,
basic agricultural
equipment, chemicals,
and parts, due to which

ulses, vegetables,
ruits, cotton, and
wheat have to be
imported.”

n Pakistan. all
emphasis is placed on
the development of
property and the stock
market, while industry
and agnculture are
neglected, he added

The Chairman PEW
said that due to the
lack of the required
number of oil refiner-
ies to meet the coun-
try's needs, billions of
dollars are being lost
annually and this is a

waste of resources.
The wastage  of
resources  conlinues

and there are no signs
of any change for the
sake of Pakistan. INP

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Human Rights, Mian Riaz Hussain
Pirzada chaired the 3rd meeting of inter-ministerial and inter-provin-
cial steering committee for National Action Plan on Business and
Human Rights.

ECP proposes
polling dates for
Punjab, KP elections

ISLAMABAD : The
Election Commussion
of Pakistan (ECP) on
Wednesday C!:gropused
dates for holding elec-
tions in Punjab and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

The  Election
Commission wrote let-
ters to principal secre-
taries of Punjab and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
governors about the
polling day.

The ECP has sug-
gested to hold general
elections in Punjab on
any date between 9
April to 13 April while
in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa it pro-
posed polling day on
any day between 13
Agrr_l';l to 17 Apnl.

he governors will
decide about the final

date for polling and
inform the ECP,

The Election
Commission of
Pakistan on Tuesday
had said that it was
ready to hold elections
in Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa
provinces, An impor-
tant meeting was held
in this connection at
the ECP under the
chair of Chief Election
Commissioner
Sikandar Sultan Raja

The meeting was
told that preparations
regarding setting up of
polling stations and
voters™ lists had been
made. The CEC
directed to spur efforts

for conducting the
polls in both the
provinces,

The meeting decid-
ed to release the elec-
tion schedule afier
zovernors of both the
provinces would give
their polling dates,

The meeting was
attended by the ECP
members, provincial
election commission-
ers and officials of all
the wings of the com-
mission.

The meeting mulled
over the preparations
for the election in
Punjab  and KP
Brm'lnces as well as

y-polls on the vacant

seats,
The CEC asked the

authorities to expedite
appointments of pre-
siding officers and

other polling staff for
the elections. IINP

India invites FM
Bilawal for Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation
meeting: reports

NEW DELHI India
has invited Pakistan's
foreign minister to a
meeting of the Shanghai
Co-operation
Orpanisation (SCO) that
it 15 hosting in May,
Indian media reported on
Wednesday, signalling a
ﬁasslble thaw in relations

etween the nuclear-
armed rivals

The iavitation -came
days after Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif called for
talks with India over all
outstanding 155Ues,

including India-occupied
Jammu and Kashmir
HI_EDJK} before clarnfying
that talks cannot take
place until the “illegal
actions of Aupust 35,
2019" are reversed.

Just a month ago, there
were streel profests in
India over Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto
Zardan’s remarks calling
Indian Prime Minister
Marendra _ Modi  the
“butcher of Gujarat” on
the sidelines of the
United Nations Secunty

Council meeting. India
called Bilawal’s com-
ments “uncivilised”,
Foreign mimnistry
spokespersons  for  the
two countries did not
immediately respond fo
requests from Reuters for
comment on the media
reports that Bilawal had
been invited to the SCO
foreign ministers meeting
beimng hosted in Goa.
According  to  the
Indian Express newspa-
er. the mvitation from
ndian External INP

a meeting with a World Bank delegation.

ECP de-notifies 43
more PTI MNAs

ISLAMABAD: The Election
Commission of Pakistan {(ECP
on Wednesday de-notified 4
more Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) members of the MNational
Assembly (MMNAs) following
the acceptance of their resigna-
tions by NA Speaker Raja
Pervaiz Ashraf.

After the announcement of
PTI MMNAs" return to the
Mational Assembly, the federal
government made a move to
accept their resignations in an
apparent bid to reduce the num-
ber of opposition lawmakers
. The de-potified PTI MNAs
includes Risz Fatvana, Sardar
Tarig Hussain, Mohammad
Yaqub Sheikh, Murtaza Igbal,
Sardar  Mohammad han
Leghari, Zile Humma, Rukhsana
Maveed, Ghazala =~ Saifi,
Mousheen Hamid, Sobia Kamal

Khan and others.
Earlier, the

ISLAMABAD: Shazia Marri, Federal Minister, and Chairperson BISP, chairing

Election

Commission of Pakistan (EC)
received resignations of 43 more
MNAs of Pakistan Tehreek-e-

Tnsaf (PTI).

Speaker Raja Pervaiz Ashrafl

has accepted and forwarded 43
resignations of the PTI MNAS to
the ECP for approval.

Pricr to this the PTI Secretary
General Asad Umar in his tweet
said the PTI's 44 MMNAs had
decided to withdraw their resig-
nations. He said the PTT has been
<Iernannm5h|he MNA speaker 1o

I

accept all

& resignations in one

o but he remained reluctant to

o the same as he announced to
approve the resignations one by
one after meeting with the law-
makers It is pertinent to mention
here that after the announcement
of PTI MNAs' return to the

I

e

MNational Assembly, the federal
government made a move to
accept their resignations in an
apparent bid to reduce the
strength of opposition lawmak-
ETs

The Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf
had decided to resign from the
Mational Assembly on Aprl 11
fast wear, minutes before the
election of Shehbaz Sharif as the
new prime minister

Prior to this the PTI Secretary
General Asad Umar in his tweet
said the PTI's 44 MNAs had
decided 1o withdraw their resig-
nations. He said the PTI has been
demanding the NA speaker to
accept all the resignations in one
go but he remained reluctant to
do the same as he announced to
approve the resignations one by
one after meeting with the law-
makers, INP

Pakistan strongly condemns
desecration of the Holy
Quran in Netherlands

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
strongly condemns the despica-
ble act of desecration of the
lln!]y Quran in the Netherlands
on January 22, 2023

In a statement issued on
Wednesday, the Foreign Office
spokesperson  said, Tt is
undoubtedly a provocative
Istamophobic hate crime com-
mitted under the guise of free-
dom of expression. Such offen-
sive acts deeply hun the feelings
of 1.5 billion Muslims around
the world and can create dishar-
mony among the international
community.’ )

He said that Pakistan has
always maintained that freedom

of expression

COMEes

with

responsibilities. We also believe
that it is the responsibility of
national governments and the
international community at large
to prevent such vile acts, wh{%h
are perpetrated with the ulterior
motive to provoke and incite
refigious hatred and violence.
he FO spokesperson said
that international community
should raise its collective voice
against Islamophobia and work

together to
harmony an
tence.

romoteinter-faith
peaceful  coexis-
at was the spirit behind

the resolution passed by the

United Mations

General

Assembly in 2022 to mark 13

First-Ever Shelter Home
for transgender initiated
in Capital
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal (PEM) on

Wednesday initiated the first-ever Shelter Home for
the transgender community in the federal capital.

Dunng a ceremony hel

in PBM s Shelter Home

in Tarlm arca of Islamabad, Managing Director
PBM, Amir Fida Paracha inaugurated the project in

Rig|

the Erescuce of Director General Ministry of Human
ts, Muhammad Arshad and other officers.

Addressing the ceremony, Managing Director
PBM said we are determined to explare every pos-
sible solution to mitigate the problems of vulnerable

community of the country,

“In order to fulfill the need of spreading hope and
happiness among the deprived transgender commu-
ity in a protected and hygienic environment, PBM
and Ministry of Human Rights has launched the
joint initiative.”, Mr, Paracha stated. Elucidating the

BM’s initiatives for medical treatment and rehabil-
itation of indigent persons including transgender
community, Managing Director PBM told the new
initiative will serve the susceptible transgender per-
sons with temporary night stay, breakfast and dinner
in respectable and neat and clean atmosphere INP

APHC-AJK remembers
martyrs of Handwara
massacre

ISLAMABAD: The All Parties Hurﬁgr:n Conference

Azad Jammu and Kashmir (APHC-AJK

chapter held a

seminar at its office in Islamabad, today, to pay tnbute
tor the martyrs of Handwara massacre,

At least 21 kKashmins wene mercilessly martvred by
Indian troops in Handwara town of Kupwara district in
Indian illegally occupied Jammu and Kashmir on this
day in |99 Speakers at the seminar presided over by
the APHC-AJK Convener, Mehmood Ahmed Saghar,

sand that Handwara massacre NP

2,
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NOTICE FOR INVITING PREQUALIFICATION

The Deputy Director Agriculthure OFWM Jiaral invites application
from sligible applicants for works under the project Installation of
Bore for Agriculture Purpose in ZisratPS0P No. 107[22022.3455]

Oinby electronic bid will be submitied, no physical bid is required.

Procurements shall be made under the Balochistan Public
Procurement Rules - 2014 Eligibility of Applicants:5 years
expenience from the date of registration with the regulator, Tumover
Rupees 170,000,000 Registration with Income Tax. Regisiration
with BRA, Presence in Active Tax Payer Lisl. Capabiliies with
respact toconstruction or manufacturing. Capabilities with respect to
personal, equipment and plant The bidding finm musl not be
blacklisted by any procuring agency of Pakistan. |n case of itigation
history (attach affidevil on Rs.100 non judicial stamp paper duly
altested for both cases, fresh afidavil during response time will be
accepted. Registration with Pekistan Engineering council (PEC) C-3
and above (Upto 500 million) in relevant catagory and specialized
codes CEDD [water supply). The applicant must submit |ast 5 years
Bank credit line cortificate or [atest Bank Statement to ensure
financial status of the firm. The applicant must submit Audit Report/
Audit Balance Sheet of FY 2017-18 1o 2021-22 Prequalification
Documents: the NIF & Prequalification documents can be
downloaded from E-submission BPPRAwebsite www.bppra.gob ok
under above mentioned TSE. Prequalification Documents Fee:
Rs. 3,000 must be submitied under head account Agric: Receipt
[C031386). Issuance of Prequalification Documents: From the
date of publication of NIP 1o 13 February 2023 illl 12:00PM Last
date of submission: application can only be submitted
elecironically tatest by 13 February 2023 il 12.00PM Opening: all
application will be opaned on same day al 01:00PM on EPPS
System Address: Opp: ZTBL near to NADRA Office Ziarat

®

[t

NEW YORK:
Representative of Pakistan to the UN delivered statement at the Special
Meeting on the “Social and Economic Measures to prevent genocide,
war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity™ at
ECOS0OC Chamber United Nation.

March as the International Day
to Combat Islamophobia.

Pakistan's concerns are being
conveyed 1o the authorities in
the Netherlands. We urge them
to be mindful of the sentiments
of the people of Pakistan and the
Muslims around the world and
take steps to prevent such hate-
ful and Islamophobic acts

In a statement issued on
Wednesday, the Foreign Office
spokesperson  said,  “Tt s
undoubtedly a provocative

Islamophobic hate ¢nme com-
mitted under the guise of free-
dom of expression. Such offen-
sive acts deeply hurt the feelings
of 1.5 billion Muslims INP
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Ambassador Aamir

Goldmine exploration
project worth Rs48m
launched in Attock:
Add. Secretary

ATTOCK Additional
Secretary Mines and Mineral
Department Pun]i_lah Cagt {Retd)
Wagar Rasheed has said that the
department has launched a mul-
timillion drilling project on
exploration of gold mines in
Attock in collaboration with
Gieological Survey of Pakistan

This was stated by him while
briefing the media at the Indus
River nmear Attock Khurd on
Wednesday. Technical experts of
the Punjab Minerals and Mines
Department were also present on
the occasion

Responding to media queries,
Capt (Retd) Wagar Rasheed said
that the evaluation of the project
will be completed with an esti-
mated cost of Rupees 48.2 mil-
lion. He said that the drone and
magnel technology is being uti-
lized during the underground
drilling along the Indus River
near Aftock Khurd to get sam-
pling of the gold mines.

He said that Province of the
Punjab 15  full of natural
resources while every district of
the province has s own
resources of land structure of
petrography.

The additional secretary fur-
ther said that these mines and
minerals are national assets
which are being preserved, He
said all out efforts are also being
made to utilize these mines in
the best interest of prosperity
and socio-economic develop-
ment of the country INP

52 furniture shops
gutted, six houses
damaged in
Lahore fire

LAHORE: At least 52 furni-
ture shops were gutted complete-
ly and six houses partially dam-
aged causing millions of rupees
loss due to a blaze here in the
wee hours of Wednesday.

Rescue sources said that fire
initiated from a furniture
godown in Baghbanpura
Shalimar Bagh area of Lahore
engulfed the surrounding shops
and house

Rescue teams and fighters
reached the scene, vacated the
surrounding houses and started
efforts to extinguwish the blaze

The fire was brought under
control after hectic efforts of six
hours, Meantime, 52 furniture
shops were gutted completely
and six houses were rartiall}'
damaged rendering millions of
rupees loss but no causality was
reported due to blaze, INP
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Khan Deputy Permanent

Pakistan should complete
IMF program despite tough

ISLAMABAD
Pakistan needs to fulfil its
commitments made to the
Intermational

Fun

X

provide

trust of
lenders.

Pakistan entered a 36
billion IMF program in
which
increased to $7 billion
carligr this year. The pro-
gram’s Hh review is cur-

2019,

rently  pending, with  will have 1o impose mong
remote talks being held  taxes to achieve the rewv-
between IMFE  officials  enue targets as it prom-

d {II'MH o compleic
the ‘xtended i
Facility (EFF) program,
erts sand,
. They believe that ful-
filling the IMF's require-
ments would not only
sOMme
needed cash 1o Pakistan,
but also help restore the
investors  and

conditions:

the release of §
lion.  The
Monetary  Execulive

‘und istan’s EFF
SUSPERSION of
months,

Dean  of
LUlniversity
and Technology

much-
while
WealthPK.  that

ments to the [IMF
Was

due L

and the government for

approved the revival of
I‘g.lk ‘FF program
in August last year after

Dr Ashfague Hassan
Mational
of Sciences

Business  School,
talking

must Tulfil its commil-

He said that Pakistan is
runming out of oplions
CCOnOmc
ctisis. " The government

Experts

ised 1o the IME™ he

1.18 bil-  said. The IMF is the only
IMFEF’s  way forward doring the
Board  current situation, he said.

Although the conditions
of IMIZ} were tough, but
Pakistan has to follow.
“Itis o fact that people
of Pakistan are huﬁbhﬂg
due o inflation and addi-
tional taxes under the
IMF program,” he under-
lined, adding that secur-
ing the IMF tranche is
tor crucial to unlocking fund-
akistan  ing from  bilateral and
multilateral partners, as
the country’'s  forex
reserves stand criticall
low.He said  the IME
wants the Government of
Pakistan to impose addi-
tional taxes and raise the
prices of cerain com-
mesdities o make INP
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TENDER NOTICE

The ADMINISTRATION (COLLEGE DIRECTORATE) invites bids from edigible Bidders for supply of
foliowing iems. Tender Fee Rs. 1000/- and Bid Security 2% TSE-222301231731

Educational Lab Equpmant (Total temis) Count: 264)
Medical Equipment and Accessones (Total item(s) Count: 264)
Tools and Genaral Machinery (Total Hem(s) Count: 264)

Malesrial Handling and Condilioning and Slorage Machinery and their Accessories and Supplies (Total
ltem(s) Count: 264)
5 gmu{ﬂumﬁg survediance devices, storage devices, Office Equipment) (Total tem|s)

Fomeh

Procurements shal be made Under ihe Balochistan Public Procurement Rules - 2014. Eligibility of
Bidders: 3 Assignments of Similar Nature and Complaxity 2,000,000 in Previous 2 Tum over of at least
4,000,000 PKR in 2 Subsequent Previous Years Presence in Acive Tax Payer List Sales Tax Cerfificate.
The bidding firm must nat be currently blacklisted by any procuring agancy of Pakistan. Must agres lo
serve fhe Conlfract within 30-04-2023. The Bidder must have funclional corporale office in Balochislan
having PTCL Phore & Fax No.Mus! unconditionally agree with all the instructions, terms & conditions
spacified in the bidding documents & contract agreement. Bidder Must Provide sample. Manufaciunar
Muthorization is required Procedure Of Procurament: Single Stage Two Emelope Bidding Procedurs
Bid Security: The bids must accompany Bid Security in the form of Depositat Callof 2% specified
above in the name of the under-signad from a scheduled bank, Tender Documents; The bidding
documents can be oblained from the office of the under-signed 1,000 PKR Issuance of tender
Documents: From the date of publication of WIT to 14 February, 2023 during office hours on working days
Last Date of bid submission: The Tanders mustbe submitied latest by 14 February, 2023 1l 10:30 AM .
Tender apening: All tenders will be opened on same day at the office of the under- signed al 11:30 AM
Address: Planning Section Directorate of Colleges & Higher Education Cuetla Phone no: 3333308369
Faxno: 0819202676 Emall: moulsabir s@gmal.com

PRQ No.2097/25-01-2023
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PM Shehbaz felicitates Chris Hipkins on
becoming New Zealand's PM

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Wednesday congratulated Chris Hipkins on
becoming the new prime minister of New Zealand, )

In a tweet, the premier wrote he looked forward to working with him to strengthen and expand
the relations between the two friendly countries. “T extend my best wishes to him,” he concluded.

Earlier Labour leader Chris Hipkins was sworn in as New Zealand’s prime minister in a formal
Feremong‘ on Wednesday, following the resignation of outgoing Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern
ast week.

The Labour Eart}-’ elected former COVID-19 Response and Police minister Hipkins, 44, to lead
the party and the country on Sunday. This comes after the surprise resignation of Ardern, 42, who
said she had "no more in the tank® to lead the country

She then travelled to Government House, where she tendered her resignation to King Charles
representative in New Zealand, Governor General Cindy Kiro.
ipkins and his deputy Carmel Sepuloni - the first person of Pacific Islander descent to hold the
role - were then sworn in, in a ceremony lasting a few minutes, ) )
_Hipkins, who has so far refused to comment on his policies since being elected leader, will hold
his first cabinet meeting later on Wednesday.

Known as "Chippy", Hipkins is well-known to New Zealanders for his competence in tackling
COVID-19, though ¥|e acknowledged some mistakes in handling the pandemic and faces a toug
battle to retain power in an October general election A 1News-Kantar poll released in December
had Labour s support falling to 33% from 40% at the start of 2022, meaning Labour would not be
able to form a majority even with traditional coalition partner the Green Party at %% The oppo-
sition National Party has benefited from Labour 5 decline INP

Inequitable distribution of
power, resources base of
violence: Ambassador Aamir

NMEW YORK: Deputy Permanent Representative of
Pakistan to the UN, Ambassador Aamir Khan has :
cmcfnhamxcql the importance of enabling circumstances  than 7 decades, India has, through force and fraud,
and potential trggers of conflict around the world as  denied the rght of self-determination to the Kashmin
grievances over mequitable distnbution of power and gr:uph_:. in viclation of multiple resolutions of the
re-sources appear to be a fundamental motivating fac-  Secunity Coungil preseribing a free and fair plebiscite,”
tor in the commission of mass violence against ethnic,  said Ambassador Khan ) )
sectarian, or political groups. He also expressed concern on a systematic campaign

Ambassador Aamir delivered statement at the  under waun India by the ruling adherents of Hindutva,
Special Meeting on the “Social and Economic  saying " Muslims are murdered by Iynch mobs, sub-

easurés to prevent penocide, war crimes, ethnic  jected to penodic pogroms and robbed of their liveli-
cleansing and crimes against humanity™ oods and citizenship, under the patronage and with

While mentiomng the socio-economic risk factors, the encouragement of the ruling BIP-RSS
the most common rémain; sijuations of armed conflict,  Government”, He mentioned a BBC documentary has
extreme poverty and defamation and political, econom-  also examined the pogrom against Muslims durin
ie or social injustice, he noted with concern that "soci-  nots in the western state of Gujarat in 2002, "This h
eties that have already experienced serious violations
of international human rights and humanitarian law or
atrocity crimes, or where these are currently taking
place, can be more prone to further atrocity crimes™,

"These are typically violations of civil and political
rights, but they may include also severe restrictions (o
economic, social and cultural rights, often linked to
patterns of discrimination of cerlain groups, popula-

Hundreds gathered in the grounds of Parliament as Ardern left for the final time, hugging each
of her members of parliament in turn, with many looking visibly emotional.

to protect the people of occuped Palestine or of Indian-
occupied Jammu and Kashmer": he insisted, "For more

“all the hallmarks of an ethnic cleansing” according to
the Docomentary,” he added. "Noticing this dangerous
trend, Professor Gregory Stanton, the founder of
Genocide Watch, has warned that genocide of Muslims
could very well happen in India," he said. "Such crimes
fall squarely within the ambit of the World Summat’s
decigsions on the responsibility to protect™ he said. "
The concept of “Responsibility to Protect {R2P), as
articulated in paras-138 and 139 of the World Summit
Outcome documents, continues o evoke varying 1__1_er..
spectives as well as conflichng interpretations” The
eputy Permanent Representative expressed deep con-
cem that even after several vears, a consensus on the
scope of the principle has not been achieved and i
application remains driven solely by political INP

T st Ve TN e
YAR KHAN (UAE): Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif

Arab Emirates (UAE) Mohammed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan at the Chandana Airport.
tons or individuals™ he said. He drew attention to one

Sheikh Rashid | PM urges youth to apply |t i ,

slams ECP over | £ Joanc om easy terms | o to s s s o e

arrest of Fawad y o G b il e g e
under new scheme

Ch dh ", "We would request the views of those who propa-
au
ry ISLAMABAD Prime

terms & conditions (there 15 no

gate the R2ZP concept on the need for collective action
RAWALPINDL: Awami Muslim

Fawad's arrest a
League {AML) chief Sheikh Rashid
Ahmed said on Wednesday the
Election Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) had become a “political party”™
in the amest of PTI leader Fawad
Chaudhry.

The PT1 leader was arrested from
his residence in Lahore after ECP
Secretary Umer Hameed registered a
case against him for threatening the
members of the election commission
in a speech.
~In a series of tweets, the former
interior minister said the ECP's duty
was to hold elections in the country
and not to file cases against people,
adding that the arrest of Mr
Chadudhry had exposed the intentions
of the government He claimed the
government had ]?Ianlned “something
else” in guise of elections,

r Ahmed predicted a round of
arrestin Pcﬁﬁ e would be started
before the IMF programme and it
would prove a last nail in the coffin of
the govemment, ; ;

Referring to depleting foreign
exchange reserves and IMF's condi-
tions, he said the prevailing economic
and power crises would prove a bone
in_the throat for the government. He
said the country had come to a hall
zu:lel:ndg]_l that the arrest of Fawad
Chaudhry would add to the political
tension.

“Mow decisions will be taken on
roads as the country is on the course of
chaos instead of elections,” he said,
adding that the people would not trust
the results of elections as the ECP had
lost public confidence.
~ He said those where were demand-
ing elections were trying to evade
them. The AML chief said beneficiar-
ies of amendments (o the NAB laws
would soon face accountability in the
court of public. INP

PTI in the habit
of defending its
'immoral,
undemocratic’
actions, says
Saad Rafique

LAHORE: Railways and Aviation
Minister Khawaja Saad Rafique hit
out at the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
SPT!} saying it was accustomed 1o

efend its immoral and undemogratic
actions. : ;

Taking to Twitter. the Pakistan
Muslim  League-Nawaz (PML-N)
leader said Imran Khan spread chaos
and misled people in the guise of his
moto of uhangls.r ;

He said the PT1 leaders disrespected
the term of Riyasat-e-Madinah with
their unholy actions and statements.
They weakened the foundations of
Pakistan and its time for them to face
the music. INP

Pakistan reports
12 coronavirus
cases in 24 hours

LAHORE - Pakistan has reported
no death in the last 24 hours by novel
coronavirus as the number of con-
firmed fmsltwc cases  surged to
1,576,201 The nationwide tally of
fatalities 30640 on
Wednesday.

According to the latest figures
issued by the National Institeie of
Health (NIH). at least Iifcf:wplc WETE
tested positive for Covid across the
country in the past 24 hours.
 Pakistan has conducted 4,056 tests
in the past 24 hours, out of which 12
cople were tested positive. The

ovid pomtm% ratio was recorded at
(.30 per cent. INP

stond  at

Bids to smuggle 120
bags flour, 52 bags
wheat foiled, two held

RAWALPINDI: The police and
ood depantment during joint actions
foiled two bids to smuggle 120 bags
flour and 52 bags wheal, impounded
the vehicles and arrested the drivers

The Nasirabad Police foiled a bid to
smuggle 120 bags flour, impounded
the wvehicle and arrested the driver
identified as Rochullah. INP

Minister Shehbaz Sharif has
said that under the PM Youth
Business & Agriculture Scheme,
the young %&nj’:le can apply fora
loan up to Rs7.5 million on easy
terms conditions while encour-
aging women, transgender and
differently abled people to apply
and contnbute to national devel-

opment,
Taking to his Twitter handle,
Prime Minister Shehbaz wrote:

*1  launched PM's Youth
Business & Agriculture Loan
Scheme wvesterday. This new
scheme builds on a number of
youth development programs.
From PEEF loans to laptop
scheme to self-employment
scheme, PML-N has demon-
strated 1ts commitment to vouth
empowerment under leadership
of MNS.

“Under the current Loan
Scheme, the yvouth can apply for
a loan up to Rs75 lac on easy

interest on loan up to RsS lac). |
strongly encourage our women,
transgenders & differently abled
people to apply & cnntriirute to
national development.”

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif announced the "Aasan
CQarza Program" (an easy loan
E{»rugram} for the wouth on

‘nesday,

The PM announced that under
this program, his government
wnulg provide an easy loan of
Fs0.5 million to Rs1.5 million.

PM  Shehbaz made this
announcement  during  his
address to a ceremony of the
easy loan program for vouth in
Islamabad yesterday.

Youth will be provided inter-
est-free loans up to Rs0.5 mil-
lion and from Ks0.5 million to
R=l.5 million at an interest rate
of 7 percent, the PM said addin
that these loans will be returne
in seven years. INP

Court orders medical
examination of Fawad

Chaudhry

LAHORE: A local court in
Lahore on Wednesday ordered
to carry out a medical examina-
tion of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
{PTI) leader Fawad Chaudhry.

The PTI stalwart was present-
ed before the court by the
Islamabad Police in tight secu-
rity to seek a transitory remand
to transfer the former federal
minister to the federal capital,

At the outset of the hearing,
the lawyers of Fawad Chaudhry
objected to handcuffing the for-
mer minister. Police should tell
on what ground my client has
been taken into  custody,
Chaudhry’s lawyer said in his
areuments before the court.

e also went on to say there
was no need for transit remand.
The court on the demand of
lawyers, ordered police to pres-

ent a medical rteport of
Chaudhry before the court and
adjourned the hearing for a
while.

During the  hearing, police
and lawyers of Chaudhry
exchanged hot words Earlier,
upon arrival at the cantonment
katchery, Chaudhry said he is
unaware of what charges he has
been arrested by [slamabad
police.

Chaudhry said is a former
federal minister and should be
respected accordingly Earlier in
the day, Islamabad police
arrested Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf leader and former federal
minister Fawad Chaudhry from
his residence over charges of
‘threatening’ Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
members. INP

Court reserves verdict
on Zardari’s plea in
park lane reference

_ ISLAMABAD: An accountabil-

ity court on Wednesday reserved a

decision over a petition of former
resident Asif Ali Zardan in the
ark Lane reference. )

A petition filed by former presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari on Tuesday
stated that the case 15 not in_the
jurisdiction of the accountabili
count after the NAB law amend-
ment in 2022,

The court should either send the
reference back to NAB or acquit
him, the petiiioner told the court,

Lardari’s counsel Faroog H
Maik appeared before the court,
which reserved s decision afler
arpuments of the two sides.

e Islamabad High Court has
miled recently in Adam Amin

Chaudhry’s case that a reference
could not be taken back, the cases
only to be transferred to other rel-
evant courts, the judge remarkesd,
“The high court’s decision not

relevant to this case, it is only
applicable to a case of amnesty
scheme and tax,” Zardan’s lawyer
argued

M‘NT& Prmﬁwhumr i Ul,ajsmlmI
daso osed the acquit ea
and saidﬂfﬁm 1.5 bill?gn amr?um
was borrowed in this case, which
later increased to an amount of 2.8
billioas. Former president and PPP
co-chairman Zardan, his sister
Faryal Talpur and other accused
face charges of comuption thrm]gh
fake bank accounts and embeszzle-
ment in the financial facility for
Park Lane Private Limited and
Parthenon {Pvt) Limited The Park
Lane case being investigated
under different sections of the
Mational Accountability
Ordinance (NAQ) 1999, and the
Anti-Money Laundering  Act,
2010, over ZFardari’s alleged
involvement in a Joan and its mis-
appropriation. [NP

Iic at Zarghur-l road.

slap in the face of
our democracy:
Qureshi

LAHORE:
Tehregk-e-Insaf  (PTI)
Vice Chairman  Shah
Mahmood Qureshi said
arrest of Fawad Chaudhry
was a slap in the face of
country’s democracy and
rule of law. )

Taking to Twitter, for-
mer foreign minister Shah
Mahmood Qureshi asked
that under what charges
Fawad Chaudhry was
arrested without warrant
Stop  playing  with
Pakistan otherwise situs-
tion could get worse and
get out of control, he
wamed.

The PTL stalwant was
arrested from his resi-
dence in Lahore in wee
hours of Wednesday after
he was booked under sec-
tiens 1533A, 506 and 124
A of the Penal Code of
Pakistan on a complaint
lodged by the Election
Commission of Pakistan
Secretary Umer Hameed.

Police produced Mr
Chaudhry in a court in
handcuffs hours after of
his arrest and sought one-
day transit remand,

n a short media talk,
the PTI leader said securi-
ty had been placed in a
way as a “termorist” was
being brought in court,
adding that he was
unaware of the charges
levelled against him. INP

Three held with
52 cell phones, 34
laptops, 8 PC
tablets at
Islamabad
Airport

ISLAMABAD: The
Pakistan Customs foiled a
bid to smuﬁgie dozens of
laptops, cells phones, PC
tablets and other items
worth millions of rupees
and arrested three Shana
returned passengers at
Islamabad Airport on
Wednesday.

According to officials,
upon sight of customs
team, three  Sharja
returned passengers leav-
ing their baggzage in the
girport lounge tried to
flee.

However, the customs
officials  held Akhtar
Abbas, Zubair Khan and
Ali Raza During search
of the lugeage, a drone,
52 smart/iphones, (hree
battenes, 34 laptops, eight
tablets and other items
worth 10 million rupees
were recovered. ;

During initial investi-
gation, the detainees
revealed that it was fifth
visit of Akhtar Abbas to
Sharja and first visit of
the two others. A case was
rc%:stercd against  the
nabbed passéngers under
Customs Act and investi-
gations. [NP

Pakistan

Gwadar will start receiving
100 MWs of electricity from
Iran on March 1

[ELAMABAD: Gwadar will have 100
Megawatts of additional electricity from
March 1 from Tran, Gwadar Pro reported
on Wednesday quoting Dhrector General
Gwadar Development Authority (GDA)
Mujeeb-ur-Rehman Cambarani

“Insha’Allah Gwadar will have 24/7
power supply, this will boost industry,
tourism and real estate business in
Gwadar,” Mr. Qambarani wrote on his
Twitter,

To fulfill the electricity needs of
Gwadar, the wovernments of Pakistan
and Iran signed an agreement for the
supply of additional 100 Megawatts of

electricity in June 2022
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif during

~ RAWALPINDI: Assistant Defense Minister for Saudi Arabia Talat Abdullah

his visit to Gwadar last vear had direct-
ed authorities concerned to complete the
project in a shorl period of time,

Moreover, the Central Development
Working Party (CDWP). last June,
approved a 132kV transmission line
from Jiwani to Gwadar The project
namely the Construction of the Znd
Circuit Stringing of the 132kVY, trans-
mission line from Jiwani to Gwadar
{94km), will be completed with Rs.
2,322 940 million

Grwadar relies on imported electricity
from Iran and with the construction of
the 132kV line, the port city will be con-
nected to the National Grid for the first
time [P

Alotaibi called on Federal Minister for Defence Khawaja Asif.

ECP constitutes tribunal
to hear Karachi LG polls
rigging cases

KARACHI: The election commission
of Pakistan (ECP) on Wednesday consti-
tuted a fribunal to hear the rigeing cases
in Karachi LG polls. .

As per details, the ECP has constitut-
ed the tribunal which includes district
and session court judges of Kheman,
Malir, south, east, central and Korangi.

The election tribunal is in Hyderabad,
Tando Adam Khan, Tando Alahyar,
Matvan, Dadu, Jamshoro, Badin and
Thaita ]

Earlier, the Election Commission of
Pakistan released the complete results of
all 235 wnion councils {U'E‘sl) in the
Karachi Division after the I_Du:a_e%mrm-
ment (LG} polls.Jl Karachi chief Hafiz
Nagem ur Rehman expressed dissatis-
faction with the L olls' results
released by the Election Commission of
Pakistan. He said that they will approach
the EC Sindh.It is pertinent to note here
that both the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaaf

{PTI) and Jamaat-e-Islami (}!18 accused
the Sindh government and ECP _of rig-
.Emg. The election commission of
akistan (ECP) on Wednesday constitut-
ed a tribunal to hear the ngging cases in
Karachi LG polls. )

As per details, the ECP has constitut-
ed the tribunal which includes district
and session court judges of Kheman,
Malir, south, east, central and Korangi.

The election tribunal is in Hyderabad,
Tando Adam Khan, Tando Allahvar,
Matvari, Dadu, Jamshoro, Badin and
Thatta.Earlier, the Election Commission
of Pakistan released the complete results
of all 235 union councils (UCs) in the
Karachi Division after the local povern-
ment (LG) polls.JI Karachi chiet Hafiz
MNaeem ur Kehman expressed dissatis-
faction with the LG polls' results
released by the Election Commission of
Pakistan. He said that they will approach
the EC Sindh. INP

Farrukh Habib tries to
stop police van shifting
Fawad Chauhdry to
Islamabad

LAHORE: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
leader Farrukh Habib Wednesday tried
to stop police cmw?' taking Fawad
Chauhdry to Islamabad. )

Farrukh also engaged in a scuffle with
the police in an allemiﬁl to stop them
from transporhing PTL senior leader
Fawad Chaudhry.

The video shared on Farrukh Habib's
official Twitter account shows the PTI
leader was trying to obstruct the motor-
cade of secunty officials at a Kala Shah
Kaku toll plaza o

In the video, the former minister ¢an
be seen standing infroat of police vehi-
cle carrying Chaudhry, e

The former federal minister was
arrested by Islamabad police on
Wednesday moming from outside his

residence for “inciting violence against a
constitutional institution” :

A court 1n Lahore allowed the police
to take PTI leader Fawad Chaudhry to
Islamabad

Pakistan  Tehreek-e-Insal  leader
Farrukh Habib Wednesday tred 1o stop
police convoy taking Fawad Chauhdry
to Islamabad Farrukh also engaped in 2
scuffle with the police in an attempt to
stop them from transporting PTI senior
leader Fawad Chaudhry The wvideo
shared on Farrukh Halab’s official
Twitter account shows the PTT leader
was trving to obstruct the motorcade of
securily officials at a Kala Shah Kaku
toll plaza.ln the video, the former minis-
ter can be seen sta.ndmshmfrmﬁ of police
vehicle camving Chaudhry INF




