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EZmarak Achakzai the
Finance Minister of
BE]DChésmt? threatened }.:.
suspend the gas supply
f:rm];:E Balochistan iprhie
federal govt failed to pay
the outstanding of the
province. Speaking on

int of order during the

alochistan  Assembly
session, which resumed
with  deputy  speaker

Babar Musakhail in the
chair, the minister lashed
out at the OGDCL and
PPL for not paying dues
of the Balochistan law-
makers from treasury and
opposition  spoke  at
length  regarding the
financial Crises,
Balochistan is currently
facing

“We want our
constitutional
share in the
NF n

Search for survivors

slows as Turkive-Syria

foa quake toll passes 35,000

alochistan to

stop gas supply if

center fails to pay
dues: Minister

to deploy 200 Levies
personnel to stop the
gas supply to the rest of
the country, We will not
allow  Islamabad fo
swallow our rights, the
minister said.

Fmarak Achakzai
mentioned  that  the
province was  facing

serious financial crises
currently and was not
able to pay the salanes
of its employees. He
said despite having rich
mineral and natural
resources the province

was facing serious
financial Ccrises.
Lawmakers from the
opposition also

demanded of the federal
govi to pay dues to
Balochistan and address

L -
the province’s financial
Crises,

* We want justice”,
Fabit Reki a member
of Jamiat e Ulma
Islam. He said Prime
Minister Shehbaz
Sharif has failed to
translate his words into
action when it comes
to issues of
Balochistan, The house
also discussed issues
relating to health, edu-
cation, and jobs for the
youth in the province.

Syed Ali Shah

UETTA: Medicines supply
under the Balochistan Endowment
Fund (BEF) to Balochistan's only
cancer hospital was stopped, doc-
tors and patients said. For the last
two months, the hospital 15 not get-
ting medicines under the BEF, Dr
Feroz Khan Achakzai, a senior doc-
tor of the CENAR hospital Draily
Quetta Voice.

100 cancer
patients

Draily, over 100 cancer patients
are coming and they go back in
Frustration without getiing  medi-
cines, Mr Achakzai said The can-
cer disease continges to spread in
Balochistan and it has claimed
scores of precious human lives dur-
ing the last few years. “I sold jew-
elry and everything to buy medi-
cines for my ailing = wife”,
Bahauddin 47, a white-bearded
man from Balochistan's Dalbandin
area told this scnbe. )

Dozens of cancer patients and
their attendants were waiting out-
side the reception of the CENAR
hospital to get the official medi-
cines. Howewver, the hospital
administration informed that the
stock of the medicines was finished
twor months back and there was not
a single tablet

“Registering
more than 8000 new
cancer patients”

ECC okays up to 124%
oas tariff
hike to unlock IMF loan

Medicines supply
to Balochistan’s
only cancer
hospital stopped

“We are registering more
than 8000 new cancer patients
every vear , Dr. Achakzm
informed. He said that cur-
rently, more than 2,000 cancer
patients were under treatment
at the Bolan Medical Complex
Hospital and the CENAR hos-
pital. i _

The patients complain about
costly cancer medicines. T am
spending more than Rs 50,000

et month for my medicines”,
idayatullah, a young man
with a bushy beard lamented.
He said that he spent all his
money and belongings to buy
the costly cancer medicines to

save his life.

In CENAR hospital, most of
the patients belong to the
downtrodden class since mid-
dle-class and elite-class peo-
Elc go to Karachi or the
shaukat  Khanum memorial
hospital in Lahore for medical
treatment. “We have no money
to go to Lahore and Karachi”,
Higa}far.u]lah said

Despite repeated attempts,
Quetta Voice was not able to
speak to the officials to get
their point of view about stop-
ping the medicines to the unF:,-
cancer hospital of
Balochistan

ECC okays up to 124% gas tariff
hike to unlock IMF loan

. - Governmnet
“We want our consti- -
tutional share in the Fﬂ.ﬂ[ﬂg
Mational Finance g
Commission (NFC) Serious
Award share”, Achakzai p
demanded, Otherwise, ﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂf
he said that he would -
request Chief Minister Crises
ISLAMABAD: The Economic

Coordination Committee cEECC] of the
up to [24%
of gas across the board
for six months to implement a major
rior condition setﬁﬁr:the International
) for striking a
staff-level agreement with Pakistan.

1 MCe L, I a statement,
said the Ministry of Energy (Petroleum
a summary on natural
2as sale pricing for FY2023 and present-
ed tariff proposals for all consumer cat-
egones in accordance with the Review
of Estimated Revenue Reguirement

(RERR) for the fiscal year 2022-23
"The ECC after detailed discussion
approved gas price revision proposal for
domestic, commercial and power sectors
for six months [January to June, 2023]"

Cabinet Monda

abir approve
hike in the tari

onetary Fund (I

The finance minist

Division) table

the statement mentioned.

Reforms in the energy sector and con-

Following LHC order, ECP seeks
meeting with Punjab governor to
discuss election date

Days after the Lahore High
Court directed the Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) to
immediately announce the date
for elections in Punjab, the elec-
toral watchdog on Maonday sought
a meeting with the governor to
consult him on the matter

According o a handout released
by the ECP, the commission has
requested Punjab Governor
Balighur Rehman to schedule a
meeting on Feb 14 (Tuesday) to
discuss the date for provincial
elections

The handout said that Chief
Election Commissioner Sikandar
Sultan Raja presided over a meet-
ing today that included ECP
Secretary Umer Hameed and other

Search for survivors slows as

senior officials and members — 1o
discuss the “implementation”™ of
the LHC orderThe commission
said it had wntten a letter to
Rehman to suggest “an appropri-
ate time” for tomommow’s meet-
ing.It added that the electoral
body had apEuinted the ECP sec-
retary to head the discussions with
the povernor, along with ECP

Special  Secretary  Zafar Igbal
Hussain and Director General
(Law) Mohammad Arshad The
designated ECP team would then
briet the commission about the
talks so that it could decide on the
future strategy for conducting
polls in the province The Punjab
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa assem-
blies — where the PTI had gov-
ernments — were dissolved on
January 14 and January 18,
respectively, in an attempt to pave
the way for snap polls.On Jan 24,
the ECP wrote letters to the princi-
pal secretaries of Punjab and KP
governors, suggesting elections in
Punjab between Apnl @ and 13,
and in KP between April 15 and
17 Web Desk

trollin

the circular debt remained on
top of the agenda during the talks held
- mission that concluded 10-
da%( pariﬁfs in Islamabad last Thursday,

‘he IMF team left Islamabad without

with the IM

signing an 1
Pakistan to take corrective measures.
For households consumin
cubic metres of gas, the rate
hiked by 16.6% to Rs350 per MMBTU,
an increase of Rs50 per
domestic consumers who utilise 200
cubic metres, the rate has been increased

by 32%% to Rs730 per MMBTLU. )

A 69% hike in tariff has been given
go-ahead for consumers of up to 300
cubic metres of gas, and it will now cost
them Rs1,250 per MMBTLL. For domes-
tic consumers utilisin
¢ubic metres, the rate has been hiked by
99% to Rs2.200 per MMBTLL

For households using more than 400

agreement and asked

ulga to 100
as been

MBTL. For

gas up to 400

cubic metres of gRas, the rate has been
hiked by 124% to R /

After a 28 6% hike, the gas price for
commercial
increased from Rs | Zgjﬁfr MMBTL to
Rs 1,650 per MMBTU The
for the power sector has been increased
from Rs&57 per MMBTU to Rsl 050 per
MMBTU following an increase of
22.8%. For the export mduslgﬁ. after a
34% hike, the rate has been hike
Rsl,100 per MMBTU. The CNG sector
will have to pay Rsl 800 per MMBTU
following & hike of 31
increase of 46%
will be
MMBT

53,277 per MMBTL,

consumers has  bheen

price of gas

d up to

“o. After an
: the fertiliser sector

prqv’!d&l:i gas at Rsl, 500 per
L. The cement sector will

Rs1,500 per MMBTL following aﬁ
increase of : :
price. Meanwhile, the cabinet committee
also allowed the Minist
Affairs for signing. Web

17.46% in the gas

of Economic
sk

A police officer martyred
in a firing incident in

Dukki Balochistan

Hussain Larkoon |

A police assistant
sub-mspector was mar-
tyred in a firing inci-
ent in the Dukki dis-
trict of Balochistan on
Monday. Swyed Saboor
Agha, the Distrnict
Police Officer Dukki
said the armed accused
opened fire and mar-
tyred a police ASI
Muhammad Saleem in
Dukki. He said police-
men retaliated and the

£

quake toll passes 35,000

they all need to be fed,” Turkish Interior Minister Suleyman Sovlu

Rescue teams began to wind down the search for survivors on Monday,
4 week after an earthquake devastated parts of Turkiye and Syna leaving
more than 35 000 dead and millions in dire need of aid ;

While the focus switched to helping desperate survivors who lack food
and shelter, stories continue to emerge of people found alive in the ubble
seven days after the 7. 8-magnitude tremor.
_ On Monday, a |2-year-old boy named Kaan was pulled from the debris
in southern Hatay, 182 hours after the fifth-deadliest earthquake of the 21st

centiery, Turkish media reported,

However, experts wam hopes of finding people alive are dimming,
The confirmed death toll stands at 35,224 as officials and medics said
31,643 people had died in Turkiye and at least 3,581 in Syna
The United Nations said it expects the toll to rise far higher.
_The United Nations has decried the failure to ship desperately needed
aid to war-tomn regions of Syria and warned that the toll is set to rise even
higher as experts caution that hopes for finding people alive dim with each

passing day

“Send any stuff you can because there are millions of people here and

upfcufud to Turks late Sunday.
n

attackers escaped from
the spot. “This seems
to be a robbery nci-
dent”, Mr. =~ Agha
informed. He said the
alleged robbers also
left solar ener%y plates
and their pisto

“We are mvestigat-
ing the incident”. the
D'BG said.  Senior
olice officers and a
uge contingent of the
police reached the spot
as an investizgation mto
the incident went
underway

Turkiy(:,-_Syria

. Kahramanmaras, close to the epicentre, 30,000 temts have been
installed, 48,000 people are sheltering in schools and another 11,500 in

sports halls, he said.

While hundreds of rescue teams were still working, efforts had ended in

seven parts of the province, he added.

Survivors face a lack of water and poor sanitation. In southern
Adiyvaman an outbreak of scabies — a skin disease known to spread in
crowded areas — 18 affecting adults, while children are suffenng from

diarrhoea, local media reported.

Hatice Goz, a volunteer psychologist in Turkive's Hatay provinee, said
she has been fielding “a barrage of calls” from frantic parents looking for

missing children

ike could cost Turkiye up to 384 billion
The quake has left a trail of destruction that could cost Ankara up ta
$24.1 billion, a business group said, while a government official put the

figure at more than $50bn. Web Desk




EDITORIAL

Time for decisive action

By Humayun Akhtar Khan

QUET

Cditor Asim Khan

Tuesday.February, 14,2023 |

TA VOICE

Reimagining Pakistan
seminar in Quetta

Politicians, intelligentsia and members of the legal fraternity almost dis-
cussed all issues relating to the country and
Reimagining Pakistan seminar. The speakers delivered stonmy and speech-
es based on facts and fipures with regard to the prevailing economic crisis
and political uncertainty at the seminar organized by the Balochistan Peace
Forum (BPF) run by Senior politician Nawabzada Lashkari Raisani,

Political pundits called it a gathering of political dissidents since most of

alochistan at the first

the political figures have been sidelined by their own political parties,
Mevertheless, Shahid Khagan Abbasi, the former prime minister defended
the Pakistan Muslim League (N) supremo Nawaz Sharif and urged the judi-
ciary to undo its wrongs to the former premier.
The session was underway for 7 hours

Throughout the seven hours long sessions, Mr. Abbasi faced the brunt of

stormy and aggressive speakers criticizing Islamabad for what they called
stepmotherly treatment, Hussain Wadela, the patron-in-chief of Gwadar Haq
Do Tehrik put very hard ?uesﬂnns before the audience and called for

a:]dressingf; E_Friﬂ'anuas o
smai

Miftah

the people of the country”s port city.
presented killings facts about the decl'mf:lg economic con-

dition of the country and the socio-economic state of the people. Former
Chief Minister Nawab Muhammad Aslam Raisani reiterated the demand for
immediate recovery of the missing persons and termed 1t one of the most
important issues, Balochistan 15 facing today,
ehfooz Ali Khan shared killing facts
Former Secreta?qluf Finance Balochistan, Mehfooz Al Khan shared

killing facts about

amabad’s stepmotherly treatment towards Balochistan,

He mentioned that gas was discovered in Sui in 1952 and Dera Bugti was
provided a gas facility in 2015,
Young intellectual, Rafiullah Kakar termed the undeclared MPA fund as a

major speed breaker and political bribe before the political parties, He

oke

at length about the issues of bad governance, the province is facing today.
To be precise, it was an event that brought the high-ups who had served

the country in the center and province to one forum and they all openly

shared their experiences and knowledge to bring an end to the prevailing cri-

sis. Dissent voices need to be heard.

¢ should not be pressed,

Mever before in recent
decades has Pakistan
been in such a state of eri-
sis. Chur economy, politics
and society are’in disar-
ray,

About the economy,
the question being asked
is; “will we soon default?”
The combination of
external debt, imports,
and forex  exchange
reserves leave many won-
dering. Understandably,
the focus at present is on
survival .

But even when policy-
makers take a longer
view of the economy,
soundbites about GDP
growth and IMF pro-
grammes replace vision
and strategy. T is no
deeper  imquiry  about
what is best for the coun-
try. Whether GDP growth
results from increase in
manufactured goods or
from one-time spending
of I:u:ui_'rm!.-'ms_ does not
ﬂg[i.l]re in our discussion

of do we discuss how
to use the IMF pro-
gramme to strengthen the
country’s economic fun-
damentals and = avoid
future cnses. Both agn-
culture and manufaciur-
g are in dechne, conse-
uently plunging exports.
glojw accumulation  of
capital and slow produc-
tivity rowth  have
reduced the economy’s

potential for th

For years, tlh-r: apparent
object of our economic
policy has been to survive
the current economic cri-
sis by piling debt on debt,

until the next one comes
along, We continued to
take on more debt from
wherever it came, includ-
ing at very high rates
from the bond market. No
one gave any thought to
how 1t would be repaid.
Since 2008, Pakistan’s
total stock of debt and lia-
bilities has grown by 585
billion, We have paid
gbout $114 billion since
20008, )i'et the debt stock
has still grown by S85
billion. A more flawed
economic policy is hard
to find,

Until a few years ago,
the debate in Pakistan
about economic growth
centred on whether we
are 8 secunty or a devel-
opment state. That line of
thought suggested that we
may be spending too
much on defence at the
expense of the economy,
The debate is redundant
now. 5o much of govern-
ment spending goes to
paying interest on loans
that all expenses, includ-
ing defence, have taken a
back seat. In fiscal 22, the
tederal Em'cmrncnl spent
almost 85 per cent of its
net receipis on interest
Most other expenses are
met from borrowing.

Ohur troubles are not for
want of capital. They
result from unimaginative
policies. Post 911, the
country was awash in for-
eign exchange. By 2008,
we had spent it all and
were back with the IMF
with a sudden 40 per cent
devaluation. There was

nothing to show for the
MOoney spent.,
- Much of the debt went
into meeting imports and
debt servicing needs,
Two-thirds of our exter-
nal debt has been spemt
on the budget and BoP,
find 1:_‘-11I_',.r m;-!,hlr% on
evelopment. rt from
CPEC im'estmf:sant, the
debt amount was not
invested. Even the CPEC
rojects  selected by
Pakistan have not so far
increased our ability to
repay. There was no
‘game changer’,
Economic partners no
longer take us at our
word. In over a year, end-
less discussions with the
IMF have borne little
fruit. All commitments to
the IMF are now ‘prior
action’ because we have
lost their trust. Even tra-
ditional partners, China
and Saudi Arabia, are
reluctant to help. They
know that this patient is
addicted 1o life support
The kev question that
needs to be asked by eco-
nomie planners is where
we want the economy to
go from here. What kind
of an economy Pakistan
aims to have in five, ten
or even fifty wyears.
Specious talk about want-
ing to be a knowledge
economy or a producer of
high-tech gonds does not
cul 1t 1F we do not put in
the needed hard work and
investment 1nto  these
ideas. . .
Political capacity too 15
fragile. With elections in

a few months and the
people dizzied by prices
and taxes, the back and
forth in the commitments
made to the IMF shows
the gpvlerm.nent‘s
quandary. This is the
cumulative effect of the
mability of successive
governments to offer a
seripus  vision for the
economy,  Expediency
and special interests are
no substitute for strategy.
Itis time to get serious
Bluster can no longer
work as policy, nor as
negotiating  strategy. We
must have a plan not just
to exit the present crisis,
but also to put the econo-
my on a surer footing for
the future. While taking
the difficult measures to
restore the IMF  pro-
gramme, the government
must look at the future.
The restored IMF pro-
;ﬂ‘amme will only see us
t h another year or
two. And it will further
increase our debt, What
happens next? )
e may like to weigh
the pros and cons of seek-
ing external debt relief.
Beoth the IMF and G20
have established mecha-
nisms  for doing so.
Decision-makers — must
decide on which is best. [
do not recommend debt
rescheduling, as that
merely postpones servic-
Lq while increasing lia-

ity

Tlge money saved must
go to paying back the
remaining debt at a faster
rate and investing to

increase the productivity
of the private sector.
Gradually, new debt
should be for projects
only, such that the econo-
my essentially needs for
growth and exports.

We have not seen pro-
longed penods of growth,
The economy will not

row by targeting just a
ew firms or sectors.
Overall demand  must
increase. For that, the
income and purchasin
power of the majority of
our people must increase.

Even within the present
constraints, we must find
ways to increase private
investment. They do not
have to be in larze indus-
tries _ alone,
Entrepreneurship at all
levels must grow, espe-
cially small and micro
industnies. The latter’s
need for capital, technol-
ogy or _enerlg}- is not high
and suits the economy’s
present circumstances,

Small firms bring a lof
of wvalue. They are
presently operating in an
unhelpful g'pvpl_'rpance cli-
mate. To facilitate ther
growth, they must have
povernment support An
economy  prospers when
consumption and produc-
tion increase. With proper
hn:l[: these small firms
will boost production and

increase purchasing
power. They could sow
the seeds of future large

firms. Increasing income
at the micro level would
help growth in demand

for the large industries.

“Power precedes liber-
ty — ..liberty, from the
Very nature af things, is
dependent upon
ower...." Thus wrote the
nglish lawyer, judge.
writer and philosopher,
lames Fitzjames Stephen
in his book ‘Liberty,
Etlguaﬁly. Fratemnity’
(1873},

Stephen, a defender of
old English liberalism,
was a proponent of the
concept of “Ordered
Liberty’. He was first a
friend but later a critic of
John Swuart Mill and his
treatise “On_ Liberty’
(1859), a major source
today for free speech
advocacy. Stephen’s own
lesser-known  book, in
which he criticised Mill,
was said to be partly
inspired by his experi-
ences in India. Between
1869 and 1872 he was a
legal member of the
Viceroy's Executive
Council in India and on
the Indian Law
Commission. He had a
major hand in shaping
Pakistani law.

Aside from his grim
view of human nature and
disdain for Mill's concep-
tion of individual liberty,
Stephen believed in the
inequality of men and
women and believed that
women, being the weaker
sex, would not be able to
enjoy the protection of
men, if men and women
were placed on the same
legal and  educational
footing. His discriminato-
Pﬂ]_{.'lgjw_s exl?]'tded I:D

itical inequality as he
was also peer?:rbe by the

The man behind
our sedition law

expanding democracy in
England at the time In
1867 the English elec-
torate doubled, and all
adults had the nght to
vote. He believed univer-
sal  suffrage  would
achieve nothing because
potitical power would not
change 1ts nature, The
person commanding the
greatest number would
still rule. Strength in
whatever form would still
determine ultimate politi-
cal power

In 1867, Stephen was
given the high-profile
task 1o Fm&ecyle the gov-
ermor of Jamaica, Edward
Eyre, for wrongly order-
ing the court martial and
execution of & Jamaican
olitical rival and critic
or involvement in the
Morant Bay Rebellion of
1865, Oddly during the
court hearing,  Stephen
was ohserved praising
Eyre as a courageous man
who had acted hon-
ourably in an emergency
to suppress a rebellion.
This would obviously
contribute to the Ffailure
of the prosecution and
showed his sympathies
towards a racist authori-

tarian.

In 1869, Stephen went
to India and drafted the
Indian Evidence Act and
reworked the draft of the
Indian Contract Act, both
inherited by Pakistan and
effective 1o this day. His
most  interesting, bt
unsurprising, contribu-
tion 15 the amendment of
the Indian Penal Code in
1870 which intreduced
Section 1244, the law of

sedition. In short, Section
124A prohibits words or
other conduct  which
causes hatred or con-
tempt, or excites disaffec-
tion (disloyalty or feel-
ings of enmity) towards
the government,

Pakistan inherited the
Indian Penal Code when
it gained its independ-
ence. It was considered a
masterpiece drafted pn-
marly by the notable
English jurist Thomas
Babington Macaulay. The
first draft of the penal
code was completed in
1837 but was enacied in
1860 due to delays. The
iirgcricy to mcédtﬁgn w]._ils
argely prompt y the
18r§? ndian War of
Independence or the
Indian Mutiny as the
British called it. The
Penal Code was designed
to make imperial authori-
ty more effective and
legitimate, and there was
no better time than after
the rebellion.
~ Macaulay had  not
included the law of sedi-
tion at the time of enact-
ment of the Penal Code in
1860 — perhaps due to his
libertarian  sensibilities
regarding  oppressive
state powers. He had also
followed the lead of the
US constitution and limit-
ed the offence of treason
to levying war }'against
the state}) only, as

osed 1o English crimi-
nal law where treason
offences were expansive
and included planning the
sovereign's death and
assisting enemies at war.

In 1870, Stephen

inserted all of the missing
offences regarding trea-
son  and  sedition by
amendment (sections
121A, 124A, and 125 of
the Penal Code). He
showed surprise recard-
ing the omissions by
acaulay and considered
such  ofTences (o0 be
“required in the circum-
stances”. According to
Stephen, the law of sedi-
tion was Necessary to pro-
tect the British colonial
overnment in India from
issent and rebellion.

In his book ‘A History
of the Criminal Law of
England’ (1883), Stephen
strongly advocated for
laws against sedition. He
was clear that freedom of
speech should be limited
to protect against the
spread of dangerous ideas
that could incite violence
or overthrow of the gov-
ernment. Stephen consid-
ered sedition to be an
offence against internal
public tranquility but mot
necessarily accompanied
by or leading to open vie-
lence.

S0 why is it that the
government could not be
expected 1o lolerate
words  causing  mere
hatred, contempt, or dis-
affection short of incite-
ment to violence? The
simple reason is that sedi-
tion was seen as a prelim-
inary step that could (but
not  necessarily would)
lead to an actual rebel-
lion. Seditious words
were sufficient for the
government to be offend-
ed, even in the absence of
a risk of a rebellion, and

By Mian Sami ud-Di
to punish such speech
The desper reason per-
haps relates to Stephen’s
understanding ot the
social construct within
which this law must exist
Siephen distinguished
two tvpes of relationships
between rulers and their
subjects. One where the
ruler is the agent and ser-
vant of the subjects
accountable to them an
capable of being censured
and replaced. The law of
sedition was not required
in such a relationship
The other type he stated
was where “the ruler is
regarded as the superior
of the subject” and in
such a relationship “it
must necessarily follow
that it is wrong to censure
him openly, .. mistakes
should be pointed out
with the utmost respect,
and.. no censure should
be cast upon him likely or
designed to diminish his
authorty.™ It is clear
which relationship
between ruler and sub-
jects Stephen preferred,
and us Pakistanis are not
in the least unfamiliar
with such a relationship
We have had our share of
rulers. civilian and mili-
tary, which viewed ther
relationship  the way
Stephen did dunn% the
Victorian era. The Penal
Code and the Criminal
Procedure Code were
heid to be great legisla-
tive achievements. Some
may argue that it would
be reductionism to dis-
miss such legislation as
essentially an exercise in

power.

Ethics and politics

ast  August,
the FBI raded
former US pres-

ident Donald

Trump's resort

home in Florida
They searched for and con-
fiscated a large number of
classified documents that
were in the former presi-
dent's possession and that
he had refused to turn over
to the Mational Archives as

required.
This was followed by
the expected reactions

from both political parties
— Republicans condemning
the unprecedented raid on a
former president’s home
and Democrats crificizin
the former president's
refusal to tum over the
documents.

And now it has been
revealed that lawvers have
found classified documents
marked “top secret” in
offices used by Joe Biden
while serving as vice presi-
dent, as well as at his
home As expected, the
political brouhzha has hit
very high decibels, Both

matters - Trump and
Biden's possession of clas-
sified documents - are

under investigation by the
Department. of  Justice.
Biden claims to not have
any knowledge of such
documents in hiz former
office, while Trump had
asserted his authonty to
keep whatever he wanted
“1 could declassify whatey-
er documents 1 wished™,
therefore evervthing | had
was declassified. he has
asserted. As for Biden, at a
minimum this Tepresents
carcless handling of sensi-
tive material.

The Department of
Justice having to investi-
gate two presidents is quite
unprecedented. It appears
that in recent vears adher-
cnce to laws or ethical

norms has become a disaf-
peanng commodity in US
pelitics, as it has been in so
mary other countries.

shortly after the conclu-
gion of midterm elections
last Movember, the country
found out that George
Santos, newly elecred
Republican Representative
to the US Congress from
Mew York, had hed abowt
just evary important aspect
{:f his 'hacLF;J-mund. Flﬁs
education. work experi-
ence, his faith, and what
his family haz endured
over generations were all
fabricated. How he man-
aged to lend FTO0000 1o
his campaign is under
investigation for possible
campaign finance viola-
hon.

Yet, the fact that the
newly elected representa-
tive haz fabricated his
entire life story 1sn't the
most shocking part of the
story. What is truly shock-
ing iz that Santos
Republican Party led by
the newly clected Speaker
doesn’t feel Mr Santos
should have o resign, The
Republican majonty in the
Houze of just four seats
must be protected at all
Costs. !

The last several vears in
American  politics have
shown that the super
wealthy and super power-
ful may just be above the
law, and, that adherence to
laws and norms of behay-
ior are somewhat volun-
tarv. In many cases there
are simply no means of
enforcing compliance,

This ~ week  Donald
Trump's real-estate organt-
zation was fined %1.6 mil-
lign for tax frawd, the
largest fing allowed by
Mew York State law
Donald Trump has not
been personally  implicat-
ed, but his chief financial

aisar Shareef

officer has received a five-
month  prison  sentence.
Trump has brushed ofl the
entire episode by simply
calling it “politically moti-
vated .

While these are clear
acts of unethical behaviour,
thene are other examples of
viclation of laws and even
the American conshitulion
that have been allowed to
shide, In 2016, then leader
of the Republican majority
in  the Senate Mitch
MeConnell decided he
would not allow then pres-
ident Obama to fill a seatin
the LS Supreme Court that
had become vacant When
Cibama nominated & candi-
date to fill the seat, as stip-
ulaged by the Constitution,
the Senate leader simply
‘isgnurl:d it, leaving the

upreme Court one seat

short for almost a vear
Leader McConnell cited
hiz constitutional right to
not give the presidential
nominge a heanng

Article I, Section 2 of
the US constitution states
that the president shail
appoint  justices to the

Supreme  Court  “with
advice and conzent of the
Senate.”  Whether such

“advice and consent” could
include the rght to simply
refuse to consider a duly
nominated justice is for
legal scholars to argue

.ast but not least, the
former president tried to
overturn the results of the
2020 ¢clection by coming
u? with a twisted theory
of election fraud: He
wrongly asserted the vice
president had powers to
refuse to certify the
results, Even his instiga-
fion of a riot that resulted
in several deaths and the
sacking of Capitol Hill in
January 2021 has so far
not resulted i anv conge-
quences for him.

Growing discontent

By Abdul Sattar

Interacting with people
has a]wa}rs!been one of
the main components of
the art of ruling, In India,
the panchayat system in
villages ensures that peo-
ple from the ruling class
rezularly interact with the
ruled. In medern demoe-
racies like the UK, local
parliamentarians invest
their energies in schemes
that appease their voters.
They also prefer to meet
their constituents by reg-
ularly visiting theit con-
stituencres and sparing
some fime for those who
vote them into power.

In the past, Greek city
states, including Athens,
used to have a mecha-
nism that could help them
learn about people’s sen-
timents, Even Sparta,
which was dictatonal m
nature, had crafted some
principles that  would
enable them to have first-
hand knowledge of peo-
ple’s feelings.

In Pakistan, there has
been a lack of interaction
between the ruling elite
and the people. Many
parliamentanans prefer to
stay in federal and
provineial  capitals,
pnj:iymﬁ luxunes of life
in elite housing societies
and upscale ne:rﬁhbour-
hoods. Tt is true that they
show up at the funerals of
some local notables in
their constitluencies, but
mostly they remain away
from their native towns
and only bother to meet
their voiers at the time of
elechons.

These politicians do
not have proper offices in
their constituencies to
meet their voters and

learn about their prob-
lems. After becoming
public representatives,
they completely ignore
their voters who come in
droves to cast their votes
and help them win.

Our prime  ministers,
who should be in the
quer and lower houses
of parliament to answer
the questions of public
representatives,  find
excuses to avoid these
sessions. It is true that
some former prime min-
isters did attend the ses-
sions, but it is also a bitter
truth that most of them
frequently offer excuses
to remain absent from
such gathenngs.

For instance, former
gnm.et minister Nawaz

harif was criticized by a
number of critics for giv-
ing less time to Ea ia-
ment during 2003 and

. He reportedly
attended 63 days during
his tenure after which he
WRS disqualified.
Mawaz's nephew Hamza
Shanf attended only 31
sessions.  His younger
brother Shehbaz Sharif
was criticized for skip-
ping various sessions of
the” Punjab Assembly
dﬁﬁgllﬁ being the leadér
of the house.

During the same term,
the political rival of the
Sharifs, Imran Khan, also
had the lowest attendance
in parliament. During the
2003-2018 term, he
attended only 20 National
Assembly séssions out of
the total of 465, )
Mot only do prime min-
isters and chief ministers
lowe to 1gnore gmr]mmcn—
tary sessions, but federal
an ;%mvmc:l_al ministers
also follow in the foot-
steps of their political

mentors when it comes to
attending legislative ses-
sions. Many ministers
and advisers spend their
time in different coun-
tries, attending various
conferences or accompa-
nying the pnme minister
as a member of the dele-
gation. :
Those who momitor
parliamentary  affairs
often witness the anger of
varous commities mem-
bers over the absence of
ministers &nd advisers. It
seems that members of
our ruling elite are not
nn;i.; indifferent to the
problems of their con-
stituents, but are also
accustomed to skipping
the meetings held to dis-
cuss such problems. This
indifference  prompts
them to 1u::w:nmis: '-"PI.‘*":"tth
anti-people icies.
Their deve%] ment
schemes and social proj-
ects indicate that they
cater to the needs of the
select few, They seem to
have less  awareness
about the issues being
faced by the people.
For nstance, since
|988. the country may
have witnessed hundreds
of development and infra-
structure projects, and
most of these projects
were designed in a way
that led to the demaolition
of numerous slums and
low-mecome areas :
From the  Lyar
E:x?resswa and Gujjar
Mullah alfectees and
farmers around Ravi in
Lahore to victims of the
Mirani dam in
Balochistan, millions of
people have either been
displaced or their liveli-
hoods destroved because
of these projects. Due to
anti-encroachment

dnves, thousands of
ple lose their serceEeg_f'
employment every veas
It 15 amusing that authori-
ties never pay attention to
elite schools or expensive
hotels or thousands of
private-property  owners
who encroach upon cost-
3_ public land. The rulin
ite still plans to launc
such schemes that wall
largely affect the poor
residents of various local-
ities, We are yvet 1o see if
those whao have
encroached railways land
will be evicted or not
when the railway upgrade
projects are carned out in
the next few years.

But why do sections of
our rl_ﬂmq-l elite demon-
strate such nonchalance
towards ordinary people?
The answer lies in lack of
interaction between the
rulers and the ruled

ere was a time when
sections of the elite
would send their siblings
to fow-cost schools, pub-
he universities and gov-
ernment colleges where
rich people would get an
opportenity (0 interact
with students from differ-
ent financial back-
grounds. But with the rise
of zated communities and
ultra-modern  housing
societies, such interaction
has come to an end,

Elite and posh neigh-
bourhoods have their own
schools and higher educa-
tion institutions which are
affiliated with foreign
education  institutions.
Small markets and ven-
dors outside these areas
used to be one of the
ways connecting the nch
of the country to veg-
etable sellers or shop-
keepers. With the rise of
shopping malls, such

interaction 1s also over.

Most factory owners in
the past would visit their
manufacturing  plants,
interacting  with  their
employees. Now with the
rise of modern technolo-
wy, the owners can moni-
tor  workers tltmu%h
CCTV or any mohile
application. The fall of
trade unions, which used
to protest against harsh
working conditions or
non-acceptance of their
demends, has  also
reduced the need for cap-
italists to show up at fac-
tories and talk to workers

Most pohiticians from
the bottom layver of social
stratification made 1t to
parliament through stu-
dent and trade union poli-
tics. Jehangir Badar,
Iﬂb;ﬂ Haider, Taj Haider,
Maira] Mubammad Khan
and others were involved
i erther trade unions or
student politics. Cur mul-
ing elite has weakened
trade unions and banned
student orgamzations
deliberately. ]

Consequently, it has
become almosi impossi-
ble for a low-income per-
son to participate in poli-
tics, amd entering the
Pakistani parliamen) has
now become just a dream
for ordinary !:leupie. It 15
no wonder then that an
overwhelming majority
of our lawmakers in
provincial assemblies and
parliament are million-
aires and billionaires
And these people serve
the same class.

If our politicians want
to consolidate democratic
traditions, they need to
reconnect with the people
and interact with them.

Inequality and
hunger

eginning on
Ma:? 24,E the
W oo r | d
Econoemic
Forum 5 gath-
) ering m Davos,
Switzerland for an in-per-
son meeting, discussin
the global tax system an
financial nelusion,
Thanks to protests and
new research, however,
participants will not be
able to avoid the elephant
in the room: the surging
imequality of wealth dur-
ing the pandermic
As the Institute for
Policy Studies (IPS) and
Inequality.org have docu-
mented over the last two
vears of a global pandem-
ic, billionaire assets have
surged while millions lost
their lives and livelihoods.
A new report from
Oxfam dramatizes how
hundreds of millions of
Empte around the world
ave shid further into
poverty during this time
period. In a detailed
examination of the food
and agriculture industry,
Orcfam found that billion-
aires in that industry saw
their wealth increase by
SJ-EiE= billion during the
andemic. An emergency
E.-indi’all tax a:rgrjﬂeﬁ'
wealth increase alone (to

say nothing of their pre-
pandemic billions) could
end world hunger and

double the incomes of 545
million small-scale farm-
ersg

In January, an analysis
by the Fight Ineguality
Alliance, Institute for
Policy Studies, Oxfam,
and the Patriotic
Millionaires found that an
annual wealth tax starting
at just 2 percent for those

with more than 5 million,
3 percent for those with
over 550 million, and up
to 5 percent for billion-
aires.  could  penerate
upwards of $2.52 tnllion a
year That's enough to hift
2.3 billion people out of
poverty, fund vaccines for
everyone in the world, and
deliver umiversal health-
care and social protections
for all the citizens of low-
and lower-middle-income
countries.

A group of over 150
millionaires released a
strong statement calling
on Davos attendees to face
the dangers of runaway
wealth  inequality and
speak out in favor of
national efforts to levy
progréssive income and
wealth taxes on the ultra-
wealthy. “The truth is that
‘Davos’ doesn’t deserve
the world's trust right
now,” the statement reads,
“For all the countless
hours spent mlking about
making the world a better
place, the conference has
produced little fangible
value amidst a torrent of
self-congratulations,”

“Linti participants
acknowledge the simple,
effective solution staring
them in the face — taxing
the rich - the people of the
world will continue to see
their so-called dedication
to fixing the world's prob-
lems as hittle more than a
performance.”

The letter is signed b
actor and activist Mark
Ruffalo, as well as sup-

orters of the In Tax We
rust movement including
.-“I.b]%ﬂll Disney, hlorris
Pearl, and Nick Hanauer,
These millionaires deliv-
ered the In Tax We Trust

‘aires

letter directly to the World
Economic Forfum offices
in New York and Geneva,
and attended pro-taxation
demonstrations at the out-
skirts of the elite com-
pound in Davos itself
As the Institute for
Policy Studies (IPS) and
Inequality.orz have docu-
mented over the last two
vears of a global pandem-
ic, billionaire assets have
surged while millions lost
their fives and livelihoods,
A npew report from
Ocfam  dramatizes how
hundreds of millions of
ple around the world
ave slid further into
poverty during this time
pericd. In a detailed
examination of the food
and agriculture industry,
Oxfam found that billion-
aires in that industry saw
their wealth increase by
£382 billion during the
pandemic. An emergency
windfall tax on therr
wiealth mcrease alone (to
say nothing of their pre-
pandemic billions) could
end world hunger and
double the incomes of 345
million small-scale farm-
TS
In January, an analysis
by the Fight Inequality
Alliance, Institute for
Policy Studies, Owxfam,
and the Patriotic
Millionaires found that an
annual wealth tax starting
at just 2 percent for those
with more than $5 nallicn,
3 percent for those with
over 550 million, and up
to 5 percent for billion-
could  generale
upwards of $2.52 trillion a
ear, That's enough to hift
3 billion people out of
poverty, fund vaccines for
everyone in the world
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Approval of Sheikh
Rashid’s nomination
papers challenged

RAWALPINDI; The
approval of the nomina-
fion papers of Awami
Muslim Leacue (AML)
head Sheikh Rashid
Ahmed has been chal-
lenged on Monday,

he approval of the
NoMmMination papers was
challenged by Azmat
Mubarak Advocate, 3
candidate of NA-62 con-
SHIUENCY.

“There are serious alle-
ﬁatm_ﬂ& against Sheikh

ashid Ahmed He has
not fully disclosed his
assets,” Mubarak
Advocate said in his plea

“Criminal cases have
been registered against
Sheikh Rashid, He has
not éven provided docu-
ments of Lal Haveli so
far,” he added.

“The accused imvolved
in criminal cases cannol
contest elections. As to
Sheikh Rashid, investiga-
fions were not carmed out
by the institutions on the
instructions of the return-
L]IF officer (RO)," he stat-

“Sheikh Rashid had
resigned himself. Then on
what basis is he contest-
ing the election™ he

questioned.

Mubarak Advocate
vowed to approach the
Election Tribunal and the
high court if the applica-
tion was rejected.

“The accused involved
in criminal cases cannot
contest elections. As to
Shieikh Rashid, investiga-
tions were not carmed out
by the institutions on the
instructions of the return-
ing officer (R()." he stat-

“Sheikh Rashid had
resigned himself. Then on
what basis is he contest-
ing the election? he
guestioned, NP

Pak Elektron’s sales,

profits inch up in
IMCY22: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD Sales
of Pak Elektron
Limited (PEL), the
maker of home %ppli-
ances, INCrease 1o
Es54 million in the
first nine months of the
calendar wyear 2022
:\‘EMCYZZ}. up 28%
from Rs42 million net-
ted over the correspon-
ding period of 2021.

Despite risimng
impaort expenses
brought on by uptick in
global commodity
rices and  weaker
ocal currency, the
gross profit of the
company  Increased
23% to Rs84 million
in. 9MCY22 from
Rse.8  million  in
OMCY21

The profit before
taxation increased to
Rs2.19  million in
OMCY22 from Rsl 85
million in $MCY21.

_ The profit after taxa-
tion inereased 9% 1o
Rs1.49 million m
oMCY22 from Rsl. 37
million i 9IMCY21,

reports WealthPK.
‘Home  apphliances
division, which con-

tributes 54 36% of the
COmpany s

revenues

and has a market-com-
petitive product line, 15
a signihicant revenue-
generating segment.
Despite  the overall
economic slowdown,
the home appliances
division grew  its
income by 3.96% year-
over-year thanks to an
effective nationwide
sales and distribution
network and customer-
tocused strategies.

Earnings growth
analysis

PEL’s earnings per
share have remained
close to zero from
2018 to 2020,
However, the EPS
improved markedly
2021.

The demand for the

company’s  products
started to FECD‘I\."E-F_ Imn
2022, and the firm

expects growth 1n its
carnings in future.
Industry comparison
Pakistan Cables
Limited, EMCO
Industries Limited, Al-
(Ghazi Tractors Limited
and Hi-Tech
Lubricants Limited are
considered to be the
competitors of Pak
Elektron Limited.

PEL's price/earnings
ratio (PE) remained at
S4x, with a market
capitalisation of over
Rs9 billion

Hi-Tech Lubricants
Limited is the most
overvalued company
compared to its com-

etitors, followed by

ak Elektron Limited.

Profitability

PEL profitability 15
demonstrated by its net
profit margin and gross
profit margin. The net
profit margin  has
remained quite
depressed over the past
years compared to the
gross profit margin,
which showed some
healthy growth.

PEL was incorporat-
ed in Pakistan on
March 3, 1956, as a
public limited compa-
ny under the now
repealed  Companies
Act, 1913, The princi-
pal activity of the com-
pany 15 manufacturing
and sale of electrica
capital goods and
domestic  appliances.
The company is organ-
ised mnto two ddmsm;n_s
- power and appli-
ancr:zs.lNP i

ISLAMABAD: Members National Assembly dr Tarig Fazal Chaudhry,
Ambassador of Iran to Pakistan Sved Mohammad Ali Hosseini , and
others cutting the cake during national day ceremony of Iran at a local
hotel, in Federal Capital.

Govt has badly
damaged reputation of
green passport: Fawad

ISLAMABAD:
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTT) leader and former
information minister
Fawad Chaudhry stated
of Monday the mindless

licies of PML-N led
ederal govt caused dam-
age to the country which
is currently reeling from
economic and political
crises. “This povernment
has badly damaged the
reputation of green pass-
port,” he said, adding that
the current rulers were
attempting to create hur-
dles i the way of PTI
Chairman Imran Khan.

The PTI leader
appeared before a district
and sessions court to
attend a hearing of the
sedition case filed against
him for inciting people
against the members of
;E': ECP and their fami-
ies.

During the hearing, the

police investigators failed
to submit the challenge in
the case. To which, the
PTI stalwart’'s lawyer
Faisal Chaudhry request-
ed the court 1o fix next
hearing of the case after
March 3 as by-elections
on Mational  Assembly
seats are scheduled for
March 16. Later. the ses-
sion court adjourned the
hearing nll March 18.
_Talking 10 media out-
side a court in the federal
cepital, the former minis-
ter said a sedifion case
had been formed against
him, adding: “All my vot-
ers are traitors if I am the
traitor”, He said police
could not submit a chal-
lan in the sedition case
Lashing out at the
coalition governments, he
said they had accepted
PTI lawmakers’ resigna-
tions but were not ready
to hold elections. “PDM

leadership had lost its
credibility and govern-
ment officials could not
face the public'. “This
overnment has damaged
the reputation _0[‘ E= ]
passport,” he said, adding
that the current rulers
WETE attj.:rn?lllng oy cresbe
hurdles in the way of PTI
Chairman Imran Khan.

He further said the
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) was
reluctant to_implement a
decision of the Lahore
Hlﬁh Court (bLHC} that
Eu s i Punjab should be

eld within 90 days of the
dissolution of the provin-
cial assembly.

A case had been regis-
tered against  Fawad
Chaudhry in Islamabad’s
Kohsar police station on
the application of ECP
secretary; who blamed
PTI leader for talking
against.INP

ISLAMABAD: Speaker Nntiunalﬁssemh] a Pervaiz Ashraf
ing seminar on "Empowering Women in Leadership' national Convention of

=y ""-"LI

Women Parliamentarians al Pakistan national Council of the Arts in Federal

60 suspects
arrested in Nankana Sahib
lynching case

Capital.

LAHORE: The Nankana
Sahib police arrested 60 sus-
pects involved in the lynching
of a man outside the police
station on Saturday morming.

Several police teams
launched a massive crackdown
at _the residences, business
points, and other places to
round up the suspects.

Sheikhupura Regional
Police Officer (RPO) Babar
Sarfraz Alpa said some 17 sus-
pects/attackers  have been
neminated in the FIR.

He said the police were very
clear in its action against the
attackers whether they were
from any religious organsation
or a political party.

“Raids are underway for the
arrest of others,” Nankana
Sahib District Police Officer
(DPO)  Asim  Iftikhar  told
Dawn here on Sunday.

He said that the Warburton
police lodged two first infor-
mation reporls, one against
hundreds of suspects who
attacked the police station and
murdered Waris and the other
for desecrating the Holy
Curan

He said that the police teams
seized 923 video clips of the
incident, and identified and
arrested 60 of them, adding
that the identification of more
suspects was in process.

he forensic analysis of the

clips, mostly recorded with
mobile phones, was also done

According to the DPD, an
800-strong mob attacked the
police station in order to ille-
gallv detain the man accused
of blasphemy,

Mr Iftikhar said there were
50 police personnel who tried
to save the man, but they were
outnumbered

He said that in response to
an emergency call for rein-
forcement, several police per-
sonnel were on the way but the
mob killed the man before
their arrival He said some 15
people arrested were members
of a religious-cum-political
party. Web Desk

Flour millers observe
strike in Punjab

LAHORE: Flour millers in
Punjab on Monday continued
their strike in protest against
raids of the Punjab food depart-
ment for checking subsidised
flour and wheat ci’un-ta dispute.
However, Punjab  Secretary
Food Zaman Watto claimed
uninterrupted wheat _suEpI;e ]
the flour mills and availability of
flour in the markets. )

Flour millers had earlier
announced strike across Punjab
from Monday after having dis-
pute with the provincial food
department over wheat quota
and raids on mills. The
announcement was feared 1o
create shortage of flour in
Lahore and other cities of the
province. Scurces told that the

wheat quota of more than 100
mills had been suspended and
that some mills mm Lahore,
Gujrat and Multan had already
halted their operations.
According 1o Punrlah Flour
Mills Association (PFMA) pres-
wdent Mikhar Matto, the mllers
want the food department to
check the mills as per the
defined standard o rb_ltmg,Fpm—
cedures {SOPs). Punjab Food
Secretary Zaman Watto, on the
other hand, said no legal action
was decided against the millers
and that 80 per ceni mills had
lified their quota of wheat, He
claimed that majority of millers
were against the strike. He, how-
ever, said the data of those, whao
were involved in four shortage

Pink bus service to be
launched in Hyderabad
on Feb 18: Memon

KARACHL: Afier launching the country’s ‘first-
ever' Pink Peoples Bus Service in Karachi, the
Sindh government on Monday announced to intro-

duce the service in Hyderabad.

Addressing a press conference in Karachi, Sindh
information and archives minister, Sharjeel Inam
Memon said the Pink Bus Service will be launched
in Hé,-derabad on February 18, He said Pakistan is

among the countries, which are providing sep-
arate transport services to women

The Sindh minister also announced the expansion
of Pink Bus Service's routes in Karach
February 20. Memon terming the Peoples Bus
Service, one of the best services in the world, said
the expansion of routes of Pink Bus Service will
facilitate the women commuters, Earlier, Sindh
Sharjeel _
announced to launch pink taxi cab service for

liste

Transport Minister

women in Karachi.

“The government has decided to launch tax serv-
Sindh Mass
Authority,” he smd, adding that pink tax service for
women will be launched in the first phase INP

ices in Karachi under

from

Inam Memon

Transit

by inciting others for holdin
strike, was I:l_i::]n%_t gathered an
was shared with the departments
concerned. ;

Meanwhile, in a sign of a
deepening rift between flour
mills association and Punjab
food secretary, Pun-jab Food
Departiment " has  suspended
wheat gquota of 100 flour mills.
Secretary Food Punjab
Muhammad Zaman Wattoo said
Eru:ﬂ.'mmal govemmment will not
e blackmailed by anvone. He
said the data of people was
being collected who were in-sti-
gating others to ohserve strike
and create a short-age of flour in
the market. Punjab_ Food
Secretary said no decision had
been taken against. NP

KARACHI: Workers are busy in cleaning Nulla with the help of heavy
machinery at Pak colony area in Provincial Capital.

Cyan Limited’s returns
spike, but profits plunge in

addressing dur-

Approval of Sheikh
Rashid’s nomination
papers challenged

RAWALPINDI: The amevul of
the nomination papers of Awami
Muslim League (AML) head
Sheikh Rashid Ahmed has been
challenged on Monday.

The approval of the nomination
L}:peﬂ was challenged by Azmat

ubarak Advocate, & candidate of
MNA-GZ constituency :

“There are senous allegations
against Sheikh Rashid Ahmed. He
has not fully disclosed s assets,”
Mubarak Advocate said in his plea.
~ “Criminal cases have been rﬁ-
istered against Sheikh Rashid, He
has not even provided documents
of Lal Haveli so far,” he added,

“The accused involved in crimi-
nal cases cannot contest elections.
As to Sheikh Rashid, investiga-
tions were not carmied out by the
institutions on the instructions of
the returning officer (RO),” he
stated. ) )

“Sheikh Rashid had resigned
himself. Then on what basis is he
contesting the election? he ques-
tioned

Mubarak Advocate vowed to
approach the Election Tribunal and
the high court if the application
was rejected. INP

Senate adjourns
proceedings
of house till

Today

ISLAMABAD Two bills were
laid before the Senate on Monday.
These included: the Constitution
Amendment Bill, 2023 and the
Personal Data Protection Bill,
2023, o

Responding to him, Minister of
State for Law Shahadat Awan said
FIA is an independent institution
and it has completed its inquiry as
per the law He said everyvbody
should have confidence in law and
constitution, and if a person has
committed a crime, he should be
awarded punishment On this, the
opposition members resorted 1o
rumpus and the chair adjourned
the proceedings of the house tll
ten am tomormow. [INP

Remittances hit 32-month
low at S1.89b in January

KARACHL: Workers'  remit-
tances to Pakistan fell to a 32-
month low in January 2023, slip-
ping below the %2 billion mark,
according to the State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP). The remittances
recorded at %189 billion, a
decrease of 13% compared to the
same month in the previous year
and a drop_of 10% compared to
Degember 2022.The low inflows
have increased the country's
reliance on foreign debt, which has
already mounted bevond afford-

ability. In the first seven months of

the current fiscal vear Web Desk

Remittances dropped
11% to $16 billion during
the first seven months of

current fiscal year

KARACHI: Workers' remittances to Pakistan fell
te a 32-month low in January 2023, slipping below
the %2 billion mark, according to the State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP). The remittances recorded at $1.89
billion, a decrease of 13% compared to the same
month in the previous vear and a drop of 10% com-
pared to December 2022,

The low inflows have mncreased the country's
reliance on foreign debt, which has already mount-
ed bevond affordability. In the first seven months of
the current fiscal year {Jul¥-.ranuar_v 2023), remit-
tances dropped 11% to 816 billion compared to 318
billion in the same period last vear.

The majority of remittances in January 2023 came
from Sawdi Arabia (3407.6 million), the United
Arab Emirates (352692 million), the Umited
Kingdom ($330.4 million), and the United States
{52139 million). Experts believe the inflows will
improve in the coming months after the devaluation
of the rupee to ar{:nL:mff-Il RBs270 against the US dollar
in the interbank market INP

Cyan Limited’s returns spike, but profits
plunge in IMCY22: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD, : Cyan
Limited’s returns
increased 125% to Rsl14
million in_the first nine
months of calendar vear
2022 from Rs31 million
over the corresponding
period of 2021

However, the company
suifered loss-before-taxa-
tion of Rs320 million in
OMCY22 compared to
ﬂmﬁt-heﬂ_ﬁre-taxatinn of

s347 million over the
corresponding  period of
CY21, showing a nega-
tive orowth of T58%,

Likewise, the firm’s
net loss stood at Rs292
million in = 9MCY22,
which was 164% down
from a net profit of Rs457
million over the corre-

?unding period of
21, reports WealthPR.
By the end of the third
quarter of CY2Z, the
company, had plans 1o
change “its strategy 1o
imvest in high-vielding
blue-chip firms with sig-
mificant capacity for cash
flow production, The
cotpany is rationalising
its porfolio in order to
minimise exposure from
high beta securities and
wrm to dividend-paying
value stocks.
Additionally, the compa-
ny is effectively control-
ling operating costs while
optimising its leverage
position. 5L
_The company is adjust-
ing its investment portfo-

lior strategy and rational-
ising bank leverage. The
company may suffer fur-
ther losses in the process,
but once accomplished, 11
will have a low-beta port-
folio that vields quite
well,
Earnings
Analysis
The earnings per share
growth of the mmparly
remained strong from
2018 to 2020, but the
growth trajectory
plunged in 2021 due to
political and economic
uncertainties
~ Conversely, the eamn-
ings per share remained
somewhat mixed from
20119 to 2021. )
Industry Comparison

Growth

Globe Residency
REIT, MCB-Anf Habib
Savings and Investments

the third-largest market
capitalisation among its
rivals

IMCY22: WealthPK

JISLAMABAD: Cyan
Limited’s refurns
increased 125% 1o Rsl114
million in the first nine
months of calendar vear
2022 from Rs51 million
over the corresponding
period of 2021

However, the company
suffered loss-before-taxa-
tion of Rs320 million in
OMCY 22 compared to

rofit-before-taxation of

347 million over the
comesponding period of
CY21, showing a nega-
tive growth of [538%

Likewise, the firm’s net
loss stood al Rs292 nul-
lion in 9MCY22, which
was 164% down from_a
net profit of Rsd457 mil-
lion over the correspon-
ding penod of CY2I,
reports WealthPK

v the end of the third
gquarter of CY22 the
company had plans to
change its stratepy to

invest i high-yielding
blue-chip firms with mgﬁ
nificant capacity for cas
flow production. The
g:ompan;l is rationalising
its portfolio in order to
minimise exposure from
high beta secunties and
turn to dividend-paying
value stocks.
Additonally, the compa-
ny is effectively control-
ling operating costs while
optimising its leverage
position. R

. The company is adjust-
ing its investment portfo-
lio stmh:(t;.- and rational-
ising bank leverage, The
mm]{an}' may sutfer fur-
ther losses in the process,
but once accomplished, it
will have a low-beta port-
folio that yields quite
well The earmings  per
share growth of the com-
any  remained  slrong
rom 2018 to 2020, but
the pgrowth trajectory

plunged in 2021 due to
political and economic
uncertainties.
_ Conversely, the eam-
ings per share remained
somewhat mixed from
2019 to 2021. .
Industry Comparison
Globe Residency
REIT, MCB-Aril Habib
Savings and Investments
Limited, JS Investments
Limited and  Sindh
Modaraba are regarded as
rivals of Cyan Limited
Investors use market
capitalisation to _deter-
mine the size of a firm, as
it reflects the price
investors are prepared to

pay for a company's
stock
MCB-ATif Habib

Savings and Investments
Limited has the highest
market capitalisation of
Rs1.7 billion followed by
Global _Rgmdenc}:{ REIT's
Rs1.5 billion. N

Limited, J5 Investments
Limited and  Sindh
Maodaraba are regarded as
rivals of Cyan Limited

Investors use markel
capitalisation o deter-
mine the size of a firm, as
it reflects  the price
investors are prepared to
pay for a company's
stock.

MCB-Arif Habib
Savings and Investments
Limited has the highest
market capitalisation of
Rs1.7 hillion followed by
Gilobal Residency REIT'S
Rsl.5 billion.  ~

With a value of Rsl.3
billion, Cyan Limited has

Profitability .

The net profit margin
Eeaked at 267.13% in
2018 before ;:rlun%u:g to
39.05% in 2019, The net
profit margin stood at
4725% and 46.74% in
2020 and 2021,

Cyan Limited was
incorporated in Pakistan
on April 231960 as a
ji'auh]'tc limited company
‘he firm is a_subsidiary
of Dawood Corporation
(Private) Limited The
company is engaged in
making equity invest-
ments in companies with
growth

high
potential INP

LAHORE: A health worker administers polio vaccine drops to a child
during a vaccination campaign in Provincial Capital.
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Audio leaks: Shaukat Tarin booked in sedition
case for ‘derailing’ IMF deal

the IMF that they would not
be able to commit to a provin-
cial budget surplus in light of

available with Dawn.com,
registered by the sub-inspec-
tor of FIA's cvbercrime today,

sations as an “artempt to dis-
rupt” the IMF loan pro-
gramme and funds, thereb

isters to write letters stating
that their respective min-
istries will not return the sur-

The Federal Investication
Apency (FIA) on Monday
booked former finance minis-

ter Shaukat Tarn in a sedition the monsoon floods that  causing harm to the national  said that Tarin with “malafide  plus budget to the federal
case pertaining to his alleged wrought  havoe  across  imterest. It had subsequently intentions =~ and  wlterior govemment, which will enti-
attempt to derail a deal with Pakistan. approached the povernment motives” induced sitting cally affect the then ongoing

the International Monetarv In a notice issued to Tarin  with the request to initiate  provincial finance ministers  deals between the

Fund (IMF) o in September, the FIA said an legal proceedings against the  of Punjab and KP — Taimur  Government of Pakistan and
In August, a pair of audio inquiry had been initiated  ex-finance czar, ) Jhagra and Mohsin Leghar, IMF regarding the economic
leaks had surfaced in which a against his alleped role on the On  Sunday, Intenor It recalled that two phone  situation of the state” the

Minister Rana Sanaullah said
that the government has given
FIA permission (o arrest
Tarin,

The first information report
(FIR), a copy of which is

call audio clips of the former
finance minister with Leghan
and Jhagra, which had gone
viral, were thoroughly heard
and analyks&d." Shaukat Tarin
clearly asked the finance min-

complaint stated It said that
during the inquiry, Tann was
summoned nmd1 qucsiin?ed
regarding the alleged clips
but he I‘a%ted to provide satis-
factory answers, Weh Desk

basis of the audio Jeak,
Informed sources had told
Dawn that the FIA, which
completed a preliminary
inquiry into Tarin's audio
leaks, saw his leaked conver-

| | KP’s ophiolitic complex portal
of precious metals: WealthPK

ISLAMARBAD: The tribal areas of Pakistan have an (1971-1996) -

man, purportedly Tarin, was
heard miding  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Punjab
finance ministers, belonging
to the PTI, to tell the coalition
government in the Centre and

authorities FATA Development

PSL-8: Three
arrested for
selling fake

tickets in Multan

MULTAN: Police on Monday
claimed to have arrested three accused
of selling fake Pakistan Super League
(PSL) season & tickets in Multan
_Muftan's Mumtazabad police sta-
tion took action against those selling
fake tickets of PSL-8 and arreste
three suspects dunng the operation.

Police say that I8 fake tickets, 2
LEDs, pnniers and other items have
been recovered from the arrested
accused, )

It may be noted that the action-

acked new season of the Pakistan
uper League (PSL) 1s back to enter-
tain cricket fans once again .

PSL season 8 will kick off in
Multan with a %rund opening ceremo-
ny followed by the curtain-raiser
between defending champions Lahore
Qalandars and Multan Sultans. :

The Kings, on the other hand, wall
play their first match on February 14
against Babar Azam-led Peshawar
Zalmi at National Bank Cricket Arena
in Karachi. INP

Baligh to take
stakeholders
into confidence
on by-polls in
90 days

LAHORE: To follow the Lahore
High Court (LHC) orders, Punjah
Governor Balighur Rehman Monday
decided 1o take stakeholders into con-
fidence on the matter of conducting
elections in 90 days.

The Governor of Punjab has called
an important meeting fo address the
sald matter on Tuesday, February 14 at
the Governor's House in Lahore.

_ As per the channel report, the meet-
ing was called i light of the order of

the Lahore High Court _re%a.rd_inﬁg grv-
mgra date for elections in Punjab.
he Election Commission of

Pakistan (ECP) Secretary has also
been invited by the Governor's House
io the meeting to ghel some consulta-
tion on the date of the elections.
The report said Pumjab Chief
Secretary and IG Police Punjab will
also participate in the February 14
meeting at Governor's House. [

FIA books
Shaukat Tarin in
sedition case

ISLAMABAD; The Federal
[nvestigation Agency on Monday
booked former finance minister
and PTI leader Shaukat Tarin in a
sedition case under the PECA Act
after completing investigations
into an alleged video leak,

The FIA Cyber Wing filed the
case under the Pakistan Electronic
Crimes Act after getting a nod
from the government, s

A day earlier, Interior Mimister
Rana Sanaullah allowed the F1A
to arrest the former finance minis-
ter after the agency sousht the
mterior mimistry’s nod to detain
him.

Tarin has been accused of sabo-
taging covernment’s deal with the
International Monetary Fund as
has been revealed in 4 purported
audio.

Besides Tarin, Tamur Saleem
Jhagra and Mohsin Leghari have
also been nominated in the case,

The case was registered under
sections 124 and 505 on the com-
E}I&mt of Arshad Mehmood, sfo

hulam Sarwar.

Last year. an audio tape was
leaked in which a voice believed
to be that of Tarin was advising
the finance ministers of Punjab
and Khyvber Pakhtunkhwa to scup-
per the |MF deal by refusing to
generate extra funds. _

According to the FIA. Tarin
failed to give satisfaciory answer
when questioned about the leaked
audio tape. _

The FIA also issued summons
for Tarin asking him to participate
fl{ F}he process of investigation.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif offering condolences to Turkish
Ambassador in Pakistan Mehmet Pagaci over the loss of life and property in the recent earthquake
in Turkiye, during his visit to the Embassy of Turkive.

Turkiye requests
Pakistan to send
surgical equipment,
tents, dry fruits

ISLAMABAD: The Turkish
government requested Pakistan
to send surgical equipment,
tents, blankets, and dry fruits for
the quake victims, sources said

The government of Pakistan
Mational Emergency Operation
Center (NEO is in contact
with the Turkish government
through their ambassador in
Pakistan.

Turkive has appealed to
Pakistan not to send medical
teams and medicines al pres-
gnt. According to the Turkish
overnment, medical teams
rom all over the world are
arriving with medicines, 50 cur-
rently the victims need family
tents, blankets and dry food due
to the severe cold.

The Turkish government has

appealed 1o Pakistan to send
surgical equipments and med-
ical devices. According to the
Turkish government, earthquake
victims need major and minor
surgeries. As the number of sur-
geres increases, there is a short-
age of surgical equipment and
medical devices.

Sources say that Pakistan has
agreed to send surgical equip-
ments and medical devices to
Turkiye and the first batch of the
equipment will be sent this week
Vi air.

Furthermore, it has been
learned that Pakistan has decid-
ed to send aid to Turkive wvia
roads through National Logistic

Cell, NLC trucks will enter
Turkive wvia lIran in seven
days. INP

Powerful criminals must be
held accountable for
country’s future: Imran Khan

LAHORE: Former prime
minister and Pakistan Tehreek-
g-Insat (PTI) Chairman [mran
Khan said that Powerful erim-
inals must be held accountable
for country s future

As per details, the PTI chief
said that independent foreign
pnl:cf defends the nghts of
people but in Pakistan, we
make foreign policies for per-
sonal benefits,
 He said Pakistan was
indulged in the war on terror
to Please the US and 80,000
people lost their life as a
result

The former prime mimster
maintained that he tried to
have better relations with
Russia to get cheap wheat and
o1l but when he came back
from the Russian visit the for-
mer Army chief asked him to
condemn Russia for  the

Ukraine attack.

The PTI chairman Imran
Khan said that the health card
which was mtroduced m their
tenure had one million health
insurance. it was a protection
for the poor people and the
world applauded the initiative
as well but unfortunately, the
government rolled it back.

He further said that there is
a rule of law in the west
because they have true democe-
racy which 15 for the henefit of
their people. The state of
Madinah made the people free
spiritually,. When the basic
rights of people are given it
helps to prosper society,

he current overnment
don’t want to hold elections
and says that they don’t have
enough money but it's a con-
travention of the
Constitubion, INP

Two suspected robbers
arrested after police
encounter

KARACHIL Two suspected
robbers were arrested in injured
condition by police following an
alleged encounter near
Karachi's Bahadurabad area on
Monday. :

According to  details, the
police arrested two robbers in
injured condition after an
exchange of fire near
Bahadurabad area of Karachi.

In & statement, the police said
a palmllmﬁ team signalled sus-
pected robbers — who were trav-
elling on a motoreyele — to sth.
Police gave them a chase while
returning the fire. In the end,
they arrested two suspected
muggers in injured condition,

Megal weapons,  stolen

mobile phones and a motorcycle
were recovered [rom the posses-
gion of the arrested robbers
which were stolen and snatched
from citizens

ISLAMABAD: Senator Nuzahat AamirZuhra Fatm.i and Fs:rah

Last month, two suspected
street criminals were arrested in
injured condition during a

olice encounter in Karachi's
hah Latif Town. )

According to the Senior
Superintendent of Police (55F)
Malir, Irfan Bahadur, a “gun-
fizht” was held between the
‘street criminals’ and the police
at Kachapaka Road in Shah
Latif Town. =

Two  “criminals’  named
Wajahat and Imran were arrest-
ed in injured condition after the
exchange of fire with police-
men, The police recovered three
mstols, three mobile phones and
a motorcyele which was later
confiscated from the custody of
the arrested ‘crimnals.”

The SSP said arrested ‘crimi-
nals’ were wanted by the police
in ¢ases of dacoities and streel
crimes in the area INP

| —

abundance of base and precious metals, and their cohe-
sive and non-stop minng can help the country over-
come il socloeconomic  insecurities, reports
WealthPK. ) )

) DlscussmF with WealthPK the importance of fram-
ing the geclogical exploration activities in_the ophi-
olitic complex {oceanic crust created in a mid-oceanic
ricre) in Pakistan, Pincipal Geo-scientist in the Global
Mining Company Islamabad., Muhammad Yagoob
Shah said, “Senous working to explore and use the
earthen treasures of Pakistan can take it out of the vor-
tex of economic crisis. The tnbal areas in Pakistan are
laden with a vanety of precious minerals. i.e., copper,

old, silver, cobalt, nickel, etc. In Khyber
akhtunkhwa (KP) province only, mmalE copper min-
eralisation can be seen mainly in Datta Khel Shinkai,

Manzar Khel, Madar Algada, Khaddar Khel, Spin
Kamar, Shawal, Razin, Pre Ghar, Makin, Degan,
Manra in South Wasinstan, and Pa Khan in MNorth
Waziristan districts.”

“The ophiclitic belt al the Pak-Afchan border in
Waziristan district, covering an area of about 1127 sq
km, is rich in copper and many other precious miner-
als. The rock sequence in this belt mostly consists of
sea bed environment including wultrabasic rocks:
basaltic piflow lava, andesite; gabbro sheeted dykes
dacite along with their equivalents; 1.e, dionte, pran-
odionte, ete, The sequence of sedimentary formations
in this area is characlensed according to the presence
of pelagic sediments, 1.e, linesione, jasperile, elc.
Copper mineralisation in this area is strongly indicated
by an on-the-ground associated stockwork of scattered
gossans,” he said. )

Recalling memones, Yagoob Shah said the defunct

Corporation, Governor Secretarial FATA, and FATA
Development Authonity (FDA), respectively — did
exploratory work in the area.

“From identification to subsequent exploration of
copper and other precious minerals, a multitude of
activities was done, 1.e., multi-scaled geological map-
gla_llllg, diversified sampling, geophysical surveying, etc.

rough core drilling, 15 prospects of copper were
demarked only in Shinkai, This area 1s still a subject of
further exploration using technigues, ie, induced
polarisation, and added core drilling,” he said.

“It is important to mention that the total area of core
drilling consisted of 13 700 meters. From there, 37,000
_s.amg]es were collected for chemical analysis, includ-
ing 8,630 core samples, 2,856 hard rock samples on a
%nd pattern, and 37 geophysical sub-surface profiles.

he results proved the existence of 8 million tons of
u{:gﬂpcr—brmnng ore. In the vicimities of Shinkai, only 27
million tones of ore were demonstraled. The average
grades of minerals found 1n this ore were concluded as
copper 0.8%, sulphur 10%, cobalt 0.11%, and silver
having more than 1gm/ton, etc.” y :

Yagoob continued, “To reassess and verify the said
findings. the services of a Chinese copper expert, Wang
Zhitian, were sought. After his own field observations,
he endorsed the accuracy and authenticity of the data
gunsr_at_cd by the PMIDC. He also opined that more than
30 million tons of reserves could be projected by fur-
ther peclogical exploration and core dnlling in the
viciities of copper prospect in Shinkai. During the
same pericd, about 36 previously drilled samples faken
from Shinkai were reanalysed and the ratio of gold
contents between (0.2- 1.57 g/t was confirmed. At this
stage, all the official activities got a sudden stop "TNP

Consular Section
of Chinese
Embassy in

Islamabad closed

ISLAMABAD: China
has announced a tempo-
rary closure of the
Consular Section of its
Embassy in Islamabad
from foday (Monday,
February 13, 2023) unnl
further notice.

The China Embassy
has issued a notice of
Temporary Closure of the
Consular * Section on its
website for the general
public too. .

The notice said, “Due
to technical issues, the
Consular Section of the
Chinese Embassy in
Islamabad will?be tem-
Eurarily closed  from
‘ebruary 13, 2023 Tuntl
further notice.

In case of emergency,
lease call 051-8475]
or questions: ahout pass-
port, travel documents,
notarization?and attesta-
tion. Applicants with
other questions can also
contact us at islam-
abadi@csm mfa.gov.en "l
NP

More school
holidays
announced in
KP

PESHAWAR: The
Khyber  Pakhtunkhwa
Elementary and
Secondary Education
Department  Monday
extended the winter vacs-
tions of schools in winter
zone  areas  (Upper
regions) of the province
till Feb 2% due to unusual
changes in weather condi-
tions .

. The KP winter zone
includes Swat, Buner,
Dir, Chitral, Kohistan,
Shangla Par, Malakand,
Bajaur, Mohmand,
Khyber, Kurram,
Orakzai, North
Waziristan

PPP candidate
Aurangzeb Barki
nomination
papers rejected

KARACHI:
Momination papers of
Pakistan People’s Party
{(PPF) candidate
Aurangzeb Barki for by-
election in NA-126 con-
stituency have hbeen
rejected during scrutiny
on Monday.

Returning  Officer
Abdul  Wadud  Khan
rejected the nomination
papers of Aurangzeh
Barki

The nomination
papers were rejected on
account of one proposer
of Avurangzeb Burki,
being out of the con-
stituency. INP

and
INP

Naz meet Pakistan
%’Iuslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) Senior Vice-President and Chief Organiser Maryam
awaz,

OGRA notifies decline
in LNG prices

ISLAMABAD: The il and Gas
R.e_gulalmg- Authority (OGRA) on
Monday has notified a reduction in

prices of liquefied natural gas (LNG) For
consumers of two public gas utilines
Sui Morthern Gas Pipelines Limited
(SMGPL) and Sw  Southem  Gas
Company (SSGC) - for February 2023,

According o delailsf the LNG price
for SNGPL consumers has been reduced
by $0.61/mmbiu for February while for
S5GC consumers the rate has been
slashed by 50 36/ mmbtu.

After the reduction, the OGRA has
fixed the LNG price al $13. 70/ mmbiu
for SNGPL CONSUMens and

£14.31/mmbiu for 33GC consumers
In_January, the LMNG price was
£13.95/mmbiu for the SNGPL con-
sumers and $14.5 lmmbtu for the $5GC
consumers Earlier in January, CGRA
approved a 74 per cent increase in the

KHYBER PAKHTUNKHWA: Federal Minister Interior Rana Sanaullah vis-
iting Diamer Bhasha Dam to assess overall security scenario at the

Eremihad prices of natural gas for the
2022-23 fiscal vear.

According to details, the regulator
allowed Sw MNorthern Gas Pipeline
Limited (SNGPL) to increase prices by
up to 74.42 percent. It also allowed Sw
Southern Gas Company (35GC) w
increase gas prices by 67.75 percent for
the year 2022-23 .

The oil and gas regulator ggpmvad
increases of Rs406 28 and Rs469 28 per
million British thermal units (mmBitu)
for SNGPL and SSGC, respectively

OGRA further sand that the average
a5 Erice for SNGPL would reach
®5952.17 per unit from the existing rate
of Rs545 89 per mmBuu, while that of
S8GCL would reach Rsl, 161 per unit
from the current Rs692.63 per mmBtu,

Any revision as advised by the fedes-
al government shall be accordingly not-
fied by OGRA INF

roject.

Chairman WAPDA Engr Lt Gen {Retd) Sajjad Ghani and National
Coordinator NACTA Muhhammad Tahir Rai also present.

China Study Center holds
Art Exhibition on Pak,
China friendship

ISLAMABAD: China Study Center,
Unmiversity of Peshawar 15 orgamzing
three days An Exhibition on the theme
“PhKIS;l"AN-CI INA ALL WEATHER
FRIENDSHIPY focuses on China,
Pakistan- China Friendship, China
Pakistan Economic Comidor (CPEC),
Belt and Road Initiative {BRI), Chinese
Amn and Cultural Heritage (buildings,
monuments, landscapes, books, works
of art, artifacts, traditions, language, cal-
ligraphy, culturally significant land-
scapes, and biodiversity) at China Study
Center, University of Peshawar.

Students, Teachers, and artists across
Khvber Pakhtunkhwa are taking part in
the Art Exhibition, A total of 50 art
preces were selected for the art compet-
tion by the organizers,

The Art Exhibition was inaugurated
by Zved Ali Nawaz Gilani Secretary-
General Pakistan China Friendship
Association KP, (PCFA) in the presence
of Prof. Dr. Zahid Anwar Pro- Vice
Chancellor and Director China Swudy

Center, Univcrsil:{ of Peshawar, Dr,
Farlur-Rahman  Associate  Professor
Department of Urban and Regional
Planning, UoP and Dr. Nadir Ali Khan,
Assistant Professor, UoP on February
13th, 2023, A large number of students,
scholars, academia and teachers partici-
pated in the inauguration ceremon

On_ the ocecasion Syed All MNawaz
Gilam  Secretary-General (PCFA-KFP)
said China Study Center, UoP is playin
a vital role in brnnging Pakistan an
China closer. Through these kinds of
healthy activities, Eeppie_wlll be able to
know more about Ching, 1ts culture, his-
tory, and architecture etc _

e &Kprm:latrbd the efforts of Prof. Dr,
Zahid Anwar Pro- Vice Chancellor and
Director Ching Study Center, University
of Peshawar, and his team lor Organizing
such important activities at CSC, UoP.

Prof. Dr. Zahid Anwar Pro- Vice
Chancellor and Director China Study
Center, University of Peshawar on the
occasion highlighted. INP

Justice Faez Isa
lashes out at lawyers for
observing strike

ISLAMABAD: Lashing out at
lawyers for holding strike on their own
will during Iwarm%n_f a case against MS
Punjab Industry Faisalabad, Supreme
Court Justice (lazi Faez lsa remarked
Monday that lawyers were violating
code of conduct they had made them-
selves.,

Two-member bench of the Supreme
Court led by Justice Qlazi Faez [sa heard
the case ; . ;

The MS Punjab Industry Faisalabad is
accused of stealing Rs67.8 million
worth gas. Justice Fagz Isa raised ques-
tioms on lawyers stnke and remarked
that such judges should also be removed
who, in their ruling, write that lawyers
are on strike.

He further remarked that courts are
following constitution and faw

“If everybody performs his own duty,
country’s system will work in a better
way,

he Supreme Court was apprised of

trial court order wherein lawyers® strike
was mentioned thrice. Justice Faez [sa
was got infuriated over that

“How can these lawyers observe
stnike? The licences of these lawyers
should be revoked” Justice "Isa
remarked.

“The lawyers have made this code of
conduct and they are themselves not fol-
lowing it. The judges who are writing on
their order sheet that lawyers are on
strike, should be removed,” he observed.

“It has not been explained that wh
they are on strike, Justice [sa said,
*Should we pick the lawyers from their
home now. Anybody poes on strike as
and when he wishes 0. Such a system to
dispense ﬁustl_u{: should be abolished,”
observed Justice Isa,

“The whole system has become dys-
functional. Whole system of Pakistan
runs on a technicality, We just follow
law and constitution and God Almighty
dispenses the real justice. [NP




