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BPSC to recruit all
—lemployees from grade 5 in

o\

Balochistan: CM Bizenjo

Foolproof security to
be provided to Chinese
nationals in Gwadar:
Interior Minister

L . “All locals and foreign Mekran. The federal interior
Mir Salam Jogezai ?allrﬂl'lﬂh:t? would be rm'jdi&d secretary, Yousaf MNaseem
) oolproo security”, the ¥ ’ :

GWADRA: The federal inte- M inEster said He reviewed the Iﬁ?ﬁ:‘m};'mnc'"ﬁbds]ewii?
rior minister, Rana Sanaullah security arrangerments against U 1“' I % Gu 1 ?
said that foolproof security the menace of terrorism. difl, inspector Lencral o
would be provided to Chinese . Police Balochistan, Abdul
nitiGaals inCraadis SE(‘HFI{]? Khalig Sheikh and other high

The federal interior minister level officials were also pres-
visited Gwadar and reviewed Frf’ﬂﬂgfm&f‘ﬂfs ent on the occasion. .
security arrangements for the @g@a@InSst the menace ﬂf Rana Sanaullah stated that
Chinese nationals. termrism.ﬁ.’deraf one percent of all CPEC proj-

Locals and foreign

nationals would be

provided foolproof
security

interior minister

The Minister was thorough-
ly briefed about the law and
order situation in Gwadar and

ects allocated for security
purpose,

e directed the federal
departments to make sure
timely and timmediate recruit-
ment on the vacant posts.

Ruling BAP office

evacuated in Quetta
new locks installed

Govt has given FIA

go-ahead to arrest
ex-finance minister
Shaukat Tarin:

SanauHah

Interior Minister Rana Sanaullah said on Sunday that
the government had given the Federal Investigation
s%ency (FIA) permission to arrest ex-finance minister

I Senator Shaukat Tarin in a case pertaining to his
u]luﬁod rode in derailing the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) deal. , ;

Two audio leaks had surfaced in August last year in
which a man, purportedly ex-minister Tarin, could be
heard puiding Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Punjab
finance ministers, helnn%ng to the PTI to tell the
coalition government in the Centre and the IMF that
they would not be able to commit to a provincial hudﬁ—
et surplus in light of the monsoon Noods that wrought
havoe across Pakistan

Sanaullah says some
politicians are taking forward
their wicked agenda.

In & notice issued to Tarin in September last year, the
FIA said an ingquiry had been initiated against his
alleged role on the basis of the audio leak.

Informed sources told Dawn that the FIA, which
completed a preliminary inguiry inte Tann's audio
leaks, saw his leaked conversations as an “attempt to
disrupt™ the IMF loan programme and funds, thereby
causing harm to the national interest o

The FLA sought approval from the interior ministry
to initiate legal proceedings against Tann, leading to
his arrest, the sources had added

"The PML-N does not
believe in political
victimisation."
Commenting on the matter during a press conference

in Karachi on Sunday, Sanaullah lashed out at PTI
Chairman Imran Khan and alleged that since his ousler,

i o

the ex-premier had been “campatgning and making
moves” to ensure that the country was subglcct to palit-
ical instability so that it would ultimately default.

“For this purpose, he (Imran) also led astray a person
like Shaukat Tarin who under his influence did some-
thing because of which Pakistan could’ve been hurt

“The 1m1un}- against him (Tarin) is cqmﬁlele, the
F1A had asked permission to arrest him which the gov-
ernment has given and he should be punished for it so
no one ever dares to do something like this again,”

He said that despite all this, the PTI chief was
“unsuccessful” and an agreement between the IMF and
the government was seemingly on the horizon.

“Today again he 'mduig,bed in a very disgusting talk
which is quﬁll}' condemnable and | want to clarify that
Pakistan will achieved political and economic siabili-
ty,” he said, referring to Imran’s televised address

Continuing his criticism of the PTI chiel, Sanaullah
termed Imran to be a “political terronst” and said the
country would remain “safe from terronsts, including
political terrorists like him”, )

He said there was “no possibility” of future negotia-
tions with militants since past talks had not proved suc-
cessful or yielded any results. Web Desk

Staff Reporter

QUETTA: Chief Minister
Balochistan, Mir Quddus Bizenjo
on Saturday said he may not c-
ipate in the upcoming general elec-
tions and vowed to complete his
tenure, The CM addressed a crowd-
ed press conference ai the CM
Secretariat and spoke at length
about his priorities and problems.

“Meither | will finish the govem-
ment nor step down as CM”, Mr.
Bizenjo said. *1 am not a weak
chief minister”, he said.
BPSC to recruit
employees from 36 I
grade-5 XNy
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CM Bizenjo

ployees from grade S in

The spokesperson government of  posted at the BPSC to ensure trans-  that  Balochistan  would get
Balochistan, Farah Azeem Shah, parency and ment in the recruit- Rs. 300 billion at per anoum
and CM’s Coordinators Babar  ment process. He said that the num- e said the

Yousafzai, and Syed Amruddin
Agha were also present on the

ber of members of the BPSC would
be increased so that the process

from the pmi'ccg. )
company would invest 8 billion
dollars in the Rekeo Dig and

occasion.  The Chief Minister could be improved. “Youth would  thousands of yooth  from
announced to  empower the be appointed on a contract basis to Balochistan would be given
Balochistan ~ Public  Service overcome the shoriage of teachers jobs. He said that the federal
Commission (BPSC) for the in Balochistan”, the CM men- government would also invest

recruitment of employees from
grade-5 across the province. “This
is a difficult decision and the MPAs
wu_:u&ﬂd be annoyed over this”, he
said.

and

tioned. He announced that teachers
_ professors _othe
provinces would be recruited if
there was a lack of faculty mem-
bers in Balochistan.

5.600 billion in the Reko Dig
project and this would be a
major investment in Balochistan,

bout the elections, he said
the election commission of

from _ other

Teachers to be Balochistan to get Rs. [\ s said fo spend ony

i ign. He stated that the ground

app ﬂiﬂfEd on _H 30%?‘”?:4-{ Eﬂfnéﬂqska 1??; |rtli£:5.i':nsvaﬂ :t;; tlfilisl.1 a]n:d Ogne
bas . election needs from Rs 10 crore
M A to 20 crores. He said the month-
Mr. Bizenjo stated that officers About the Reko ]ﬂ gold and  ly expenditures of an MNA and
with the best performance would be  copper project, the CM informed  MPA were in millions of rupees.

Death toll in

Turkiye,

Syria quake tops 33,000

Rescuers gullud MOTE SUVIvors
from the rubble on Sunday six days
after one of the worst earthquakes
to hit Turkiye and Syria, as Turkish
authorities sought to maintain order
across the disaster zone and began
legal action over some building
collapses ;

With chances of finding more
SUTVIVOrS growing more remote,
the toll in both countries from
Monday's earthquake and major
aftershocks rose above 33,000 and
looked set to keep growing. It was
llrlﬂ geadhem guake in Turkiye since

Displaced residents in  the
Turkish city of Kahramanmaras,
near the epicentre; said they had set
up tents as close as they could to
their damaged or destroyed homes
in an effort to prevent them from
being looted

Facing questions over his
response to the earthquake as he
prepares for a national election thai
15 expected to be the toughest of his
two decades in power, President
Tayyip Erdogan promised to start 10
rebuilding within weeks.

In Syria the disaster hit hardest in
the rebel-held northwest, leaving

homeless yet a

ATCAS

north-west

who had already
several times by a decade-old civil
war. The region has received litile
aid compared 1o governmenl-held

“We have so far failed the Bwplc
Mations aid chief Martin Griffiths

tweeted from the Turkive-Syria
border, where only a single border

in mang people
been displaced  plies. !

“They rightly feel abandoned,”
Griffiths said, adding that he was
focused on addressing that swifily,

Mare than six days after the First
quake struck, emergency workers
still found a handful of people
clinging to life in the wreckage of
homes which had become tombs
for many thousands. Web Desk

Svria, nited

Pakistan, US to hold second
round of defence talks Today

Ruling BAP office evacuated in

Staff Reporter l

The central office of
the ruling Balochistan
Awami Party (BAP) was
evacuated on Friday in
Ouetta,  Senator Ahmed
K han, elected on the BAP
ticket evacuated the
office and installed new
locks at its main gate,

A leader of BAP said
that two months ago, a
clozse relative of Senator
Ahmed Khan suddenly
came to the pany office
and posted two’ watch-
men there along with
locking the main door. So
when he came to know,
he was told that due to

some  reason  between :
that the furniture and
Eiesnatﬁarlaﬁt]iu:z,d Khh:n Egg records of the party offi-

cials have not been hand-
ed over to the pary
Furniture is also the Frcr]:r-
erty of Senator Ahmed
Khan, while he did not
take any rent from the
party for providing the
office.  Attempts were
made to

vacated this office.

Mot in touch with the
party leadership, Senator
Ahmed Khan has main-
tained an independent
status in the Senate after
being elected as a senator
The party leader also said

contact

Renowned Balochi
singer Bashir Baloch

Quetta new locks installed

elections in Balochistan
Jam Kamal was elected
as the party president ear-
lier and then the Chief
Minister of Balochistan.
Mir Cuddus Bizenjo, the
current CM also belongs
to the ruling BAP,

The ruling BAP was
established before the
2018 general elections in
Balochistan. The elec-
tables and influentials
r from across Balochistan

joined the party and it
emerged as the largest
parliamentary group in
the provincial assembly
in the 2018 zeneral elec-
tions. Jam Kamal Khan
was elected as the first
president of the BAP and
then elected as the Chief
Minister of Balochistan.

Balochistan Awami Panty

Central General After three years, the
Secretary Senator dissidents within  the
Manzoor Khan Kakar, BAP Jed by Mir Quddus
bt 11e] conlact ] or HI!B“I'IJI{! erUE‘.ht o cn-nﬁ_
response was received  dence motion against Jam
from them until the publi-  Kamal Khan, And subse-

Mir  Quddus

cation of this news 1tem uently,
The BAP appeared as Elizen'u:u was elected as

the largest parliamentary  the CM for the second

party in the 2018 general  (ime in Balochistan.

Chaghi levies foil major bid of
terrorism in Balochistan by
seizing weapons

passes away

He was
among _ music

From Our Correspondent

secretary of defence. it
added Matters related to
bilateral defence and

The second round of
mid-level defence dia-
logue between Pakistan

Pakistan in January 2021,
read the communigue,
adding that the country's

famous
lovers

lem Chaghi levies foiled a3 major bid of terrorism in

Mews Desk : e ;
Balochisian by seizing huge caiche of arms and ammumi-

Ini inter- ' ity i i across Pakistan since hel ; ; ! Lt : :

and the United Sttes of - jnter-apency delegation, - gecurty coopertion il | | "QUETTA Rengwned  Sould sing songs 1 ten oo Shn eing, Lo fouree i S

held from February 13-16  General Islaﬁﬁwull com-  dialogues, said ~ the | IR0ioh breathed his last  Chie Seianl MOl AMNE OF i frd et I8 wesDan
pl’]S,E SEMIOT O 1|:1E‘|3 rfO‘ITI ng £S5 ght machine gun. 2 hedvy machine guns.

i Washington™ DC,
according to a statement
issued by the Ministry of

spokesperson of the min-
istry.Last month, Pakistan
and the US agreed to fur-

oft - Sunday —morning.
Friends and family mem-
bers confirm the demise

Balochistan, M:ré}
Bizenjo express
and szorrows  over theb

RPG launcher, 2 Smm
1700

istols, 3 ko of cxplosives, 51

the foreign mimstry, Joint arief & and 14

Staff Headquarters and grenades, rounds  of smmunition

\ ! Y o il L " magazines, Levies sources said the weapons were bein
E“TELEF Affairs  on three services h:_aadquar-_ ther optimise ]'I'll|l_tﬂ]'{'-t0- of the well-known demise of Bashir Baloch.  the departed soul and smﬁhgglcd from Afghanistan and Iran 1o l:am- oul sub\-crgi
Sunday. ters. The US multi-agency  military ties, particularly | |Balochi singer. In a condolence state- ve patience to the fami-| | 5ive activities in Balochisian Timely intelligence opera-

The' first round of the
Dialogue was held in

team will be represented

th
] E members to bear this
by the office of the under-

in training and opera- |
irreparable loss

Late Baloch was suf-
tional domains Web Desk e Eoet: Lidias sl

ment, Mr. Bizenjo prayed
fering from kidney prob-

tion held levies force to foil the major terronsm bid in
that may Allah bless on

Balochistan. the concluded.
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Slow pace of
development
projects in Quetta

The pace of the development projects currently underway in Quetta is

slow. Vanous suburbs of

15 provincial capital painis a ble

picture when

it comes to development projects and the availability of basic facilities
including water, education, health, road network, and sanitation, ;
Billions are pumped by the federal and provincial governments to bring

this city at

yet to be completed in s

Sabzal Road 15

et to

r with other develop
ble results. For instance, the dualization of the Sabzal
ite of passing three years.

¢ constructe

parts of the coumg. but with no tangi-
0

ad, Sariab Road is

_Former Chief Minister Balochistan, Jam Kamal Khan inaugurated a |I)OI'—
tion of the Sabzal Road, which was really a good addition to the develop-
ment and heautg- of Quetta. However, a major portion of Sabzal Road is yet

to be complete

made peoples’ lives miserable.
Residents of the area have made repeated appeals for immediate construc-
tion of the road. Chief Minister Mir Quddus Bizenjo has also visited the
road and directed an early construction. Despite this all, the road is vet 1o be
constructed. This actually exposes the bad governance in Balochistan,

Action should match

at a slow

Dhrty water on the surface of the road and piles of garbage

the directives of the high-ups
Sariab Road and other ongoing development

| of rojects are also underway
ce. Chief Secretary

alochistan, .-"thgl.il Aziz Ugaili visited var-

ious development schemes the other day and directed the concerned depart-
ments to ensure mnefﬁ completion,

Action should mate

improve transparency and accountability. o
A viable master plan needs to be evolved to address the city’s problems
including an influx of people, new settlements, traffic, water, education and

health problems.

the directives of the high-ups. People are fed up with
the ongoing slow-paced projects, which compound their

provincial government should also share the volume of funds
various development projects in Quetta with the media and people.

roblems. The
INg spent on
is will

Balochistan floods: The tale of

Ahdul Shakoor Khan

A month after being
shified to a newly- con-
structed home, 50 vears
old Saceda Bibi, alon
with her two sons an
daughters in law had to
make a midnight esca
from the flood that sub-
merged the entire locality
in the Maws Kili area of

efta city on the last d-u?'
of monsoon’s  eighth
speell
M1 was scared all the
time and never thought
that I, with open eyes will
witness the penshing of

my home that my hus-
band bult with hard-
eamned money,”  she

recalled the night when
her neighbor knocked at
their door asking to
immediately vacate the
house as pushing water of
deluge had started wash-
ing away homes i the
suburhs of the main city
This house was com-
glcmty washed away by
oods in - Malik Town
Mawan Killi Quetia
Saeeda’s husband con-
structed house after his
retirement
Bibi Saeeda is the wife
of Mohammad Ashfag, a
retired Deputy Director
of Education Department
whao after recenving gratu-
ity and benevolent fund
on s retirement, had
constructed s own
house on a small piece of
land after spending years
in rented houses.

“Carrving  the Holy
Quran, 1 stayed for a
while in the backyard of
my home, with my eyes
towards sky, praving to
Almighty Allah, to save
our house and family,”
she narrated the saga of a
nightmare with tears in
her eves. ;
_ “We have been listen-
ing that floods had
wreaked havoc in green
belt of the province, but
in the history of Cuetta,
we had not seen such a
disaster as inflicted by
recent spells of mon-
soon,” she added. ;
This _ heart-touching
story of Saeeda Bibi per-
haps helps understand the
miseries of those beaning
the brunt of devastating
flogd wath their houses
and valuables inundated
under knee-deep water,
Technical — staff
engaged in clearing of the
highway in Bolan
Balochistan: Photo taken

o a
from social media

o —
i

= Bt L I
T By

/N,

Balochistan faced the
brunt of floods )

Balochistan province,
having the title of almost
haH‘n%Pakislan had badly
suffered from the eight
monsoon  spells, over-
whelming in magnitude
and severity. It swept
away the kith and kin of
the survivors, their cattle,
houses and crops.

“Tt was unprecedented,
We had never even
thought of such a disas-
ter,” smd 70 years old
Abdul Al a resident of
the Pashtoonabad area in
Quetta. “1 spent my life
here. We came across
many calamities. But, it
was disastrous,”

He appealed to the fed-
eral and provincial gov-
emments for early relief
as hundreds of thousands
of people were forced to
stay under the open sky
direly needing food and
shelter.

pain and destruction

Director General
Prowvineial Disaster
Management Authonty
Maseer Ahmed Nasar
stated  that  non-stop
heavy downpours, uncon-
trolled waves of water
and pushing hill rorrents
had so far claimed around
250 lives with thousands
injured and displaced

Agnculture SECtor
destroyed .

The catastrophe left
some 61718 houses dam-
aged, 143936 livestock
dead and about 190 thou-
sand acres of agriculure
land badly affected.

“The loss only incurred
to the agriculture sector
of Balochistan 1s estimat-
ed as Rs 98 bilhon,” said
Director Creneral
Agriculural Balochistan
Abdul  Wahab Kakar
“The flood has damaged
crops, orchards, 13800
tube wells, ponds and
solar systéms on_an ares
of 190,000 acres,”

Lashella, Bolan,
Maseerbad, Jaffarabad
Sobbatpur, Kachi, Thal
Magsi, Kohlu,  Dera
Bugti, Sibi, uetta,
Pishin, Qila Abdullah,

ﬁjlla Saifullah, Lorali,
arnai, Zhob were some
of the worst affected dis-
tricts,

Hundreds of families
of Maseerabad division
have taken refuge along
the highways as ther
houses are  still sub-
merged in the flood water
receding very slowly.

Meanwhile, the federal
and provineial govern-
ments, jawans of Armed
Forces, NDMA, Frontier
Constabulry  and  civil
society  organizalions
have accelerated the
relief operation, danng
the challenging situation
due to collapse of road
infrastructure, connecting
hiuhwa}rs_a.mf brdges.

alochistan 15COn-
nected from rest of the
country for more than a
week

Balochistan 15 almost
cut off’ from Punjab, KP
and Sindh provinces due
to the collapse of bnidges
on  Chuetta-Zhob-Dana

Sar-Dera  Ismail Khan
road; uetta-Loralai-
Dera  Gham Khan;

Ouetta-Khuzdar-Karachi;
and Duetta-Sibi-lacaboad

s,
_ Although, the authon-
ties  have  partially
restored  the Quetta-
Karachi highway, vet the
people have been advised
to  avoid unnecessary
traveling.

"My EI{fu'nit 15 stuck in
Dera Murad Jamli area of
Maseerabad due to dam-
aped infrastructure and |
am helpless to reach there
and bnng them along.™
Abﬁlul

azag, 4 povernment
v:lﬁicie;ﬁn Cuetta smd,

It is yet another dilém-
ma thal most parts of the
province are without gas,
electricity, internet and
cellular services.

Looming threat of climate

change in Pakist

Pakistan 15 threat-
ened with the chal-
lenges of climate
chan&;e. Be it global
stan m%‘qr regional
vulnerability caused
due to  climatic
threats, Pakistan is on
crossing the red line,
This is so alarming as
I'I'.I.'Llli,'-h as it 15 50 1nter-
esting. Is there some-
one looking afier cli-
mate change at the
rovincial or federal
evel in Pakistan?
There 1s none!
Ministry of Climate
Change at the federal
level is downplayed
to act only as a regu-
lator and one that has
the technical capacity
Lo still maneuver only
unto the limitations
of checking the quali-
ty of ambient airs.
Similarly, at all the

provincia levels,
there are environ-
mental  protection

agencies that look
after the conformity
of environmental reg-
ulations in  various
sectors contributin
to certain types o
pollutions. These
provincial agencies
act as regulators and
with a stick they
enforce the envirom-
mental laws which
can cater for only a
limited version or a
speck of what forms
the big idea of cli-
mate change. At the
provincial levels like
at the federal level,
there is no agency
that 1s technically
sound, composed of
such  professionals
and equipped with
such facilities as to

counter the grand
horror  of climate
change.

Mo climate change
data being collected
at the provincial level

As tor the data and
statistics. there 1s as
much_fragmentation
and silos-approach as
much it 15 in the
intergovernmental
coordination mecha-
nism. The question is
not of the dearth of
ampleness of data
however it is how the
data is made mean-
ingful. Not at any
provincial-level one

could ensure that any
climate-oriented data
15 being collected,
The aforementioned
a}gfmclas_ only ensure
the quality of air by
recording the various
%ﬂﬁ{:ﬂl}ﬁlﬂmlﬁﬁlﬂﬂﬁ (111
the ambient airs. The
Pakistan
Metrological Centers
throughout the coun-
try pick up conven-
tional weather data
by various means but
is hardly translated
into making a mean-
ingful statemeni on
where we stand on
climate change,
As  for policies,
laws, rules and regu-
lations, we are more
affluent than the
developed nations,
When it comes to
drafting policies,
odes are worth writ-
ing to our expertise
but when given to see
them on the ground
being implemented:
only darkened eulo-
gies are symphonized
at shricks ad infini-
tum. The laws are
being multiplied each
day and have become
as  difficult as to
remember the exact
number of laws on
one single sector,
The Mational
Climate Change
Policy 2012 remains

a document of the
past being pushed to
nullity though it was
the vital document
that elevated the
Division of Climate
Change to a Ministry
level yet the promis-
ing implementation
never has come off
until  this  date.
Though a devolved
subject yet the NCCP
grants the ]cglt]inauy
o the Mimstry of
Climate Change to
wreathe  all = the
provinces together in
one garland of beauti-
ful working and legal
integration to manage
the national issue of
climate change.

The Climate
Change Act 2017 was
another maove
towards climate con-
solidation that prom-

ised to establish the
Pakistan Climate
Change  Authority,
Climate Change

Council, and Climate
Change Fund all of

which were last time
seen in 2017 when
the said Act was

assed. The wvision

030 remains a virgin
vision thus far.

Ministry of Climate
Change must realize
that it is the organiza-
tion at the federal
level entirely respon-

a

n

Muhammad Jehangir Kakar

sible for catering for
climate change
affairs. The integra-
tion of such a central
body  with  the
provinces would be
the next challenge
given to over polifi-
cization of every-
thing. Climate s
something which
should not be made
political though glob-
ally it is something
which has become an
element of political
decisiveness as in the
Biden-Trump thaw.
Mature and nurture
along with the poten-
tial of Pak-Met office
and reach are to be
integrated and
enhanced fully at the
federal and provineial
levels with the cli-
mate change organi-
zations so formed
above. The data and
statistics need to be
enhanced and made
up to the mark as
being internationally
acceptable with prop-
er transcriptions and
applications of data
A lot must be done to
keep the generalists
away from making
any decisions an
calling the shots and
the professionals are
iven the entry who
ave both the capaci-
ty and the legitimacy,

Burning down
the house

stitch  in
saves

time
the

A mne.  In

case of our

BCONOMY, We
do not like stitches. We
deliberate whether a
stitch is even required, or
what if we don't stitch at
all, and mavbe the prob-
lem will magically solve
itself.

We look back at the
past, and see many people
who also hadn't “stitched
in time, and we ask them

i what to do. As we
o not like o retire, we
bring the same people
again to do the exact
same thing that they did
two decades back, and get
the same disastrous
results, Like clockwork,
we do not stitch, and the
situation  continues  to
WOrsen. o

Economic policy in
Pakistan hasn't evolved
in the last three decades
Our policymakers contin-
ue to make decisions that
are detrimental to the sus-
tenance of the economy
The same decisions that
have pushed the country
over the edge ume and
again. The current coo-
nomic cnsis, which start-
ed as a balance of pay-
ments crisis, could have
been  easily  solved
through the nght stabi-
lization measures, A per-
petual political crsis cou-
pled with the inability to
take sound economic
decisions catapulted a
balance of payments cri-
sis into a potential hyper-
inflationary ~ episode,

resulting in rampant food
inflation,  historically
high interest rates, and a
complete breakdown of
squych;am._ )

. To maintain the illu-
sion of a strong Pak
rupee, the government
embarked on administra-
tive controls to manage
the price at which the Pak
rpee trades against the
US dollar. Such adminis-
trative measures meant
F:'l:}rmz_mg energy and
pod imports, while
ratiomng supply of for-
gign currency to other
industries. As ndustries
were  not allowed to
import, whether to pro-
duce goods for local con-
sumption, or for exports
gradually they depleted
existing inventory [evels,
The inability to import
effectively ‘meant that
they did not have suffi-
cient raw material to pro-

duce poods, and either
sell  them locally, or
export them.

As production of goods
came to a halt, layolfs
started happening across
the board. with many
daily wagﬁ_ earners losin
Jobs in a histonically hig
inflationary environment.
As production of goods
halted, so did economie
output, and collection of
taxes, resulting in an eco-
nomic squeeze, and tax
collection that couldn’™
even minuc inflation lev-
els. Lower tax collection
meant higher budgetary
deficits, which meant
more borrowing by the
government. As the gov-

emment continues to run
its affairs largely on bor-
rowed funds, the equilib-
rium interest rate also
continues to increase.

The . administrative
controls instead of mak-
ing things easier, actuall
made the siuation muc
worse, just to mamtam an
illusion of a strong Pak
rupee. The policymakers
preseriing  administra-
tive controls probably do
nod ever consider unin-
tended consequences of
their actions. Price con-
trols are a favourite 1ol
of polibicized economic
managers, a tool that has
never vielded a positive
outcome ever

Modern suprpEt}' chains
are complex, Each fin-
ished product  would

require  hundreds of
inputs. The absence of
even a single input can
putcn_t;a[ls lead to an
unfinished product. We
may consider the exam-
le of a trouser that may
e exported by a textile
manulacturer in Pakistan.
We may have the fabric,
yarm, dyes, and every-
thing else that is required,
but it & zipper 1s not avail-
able (because it is import-
ed), the trouser remains
unfmishcd, and cannot be
exported.

he inability of eco-
AOMIC managers 1o appre-
ciate the complexity of
5up|])13f chains has led to a
total ~ disaster, due 1o
which there 15 a shortage
of many goods in the
country, even il they are
locally produced.

There can be no economic
miracle in Pakistan!

hen Ishag
Dar  took
cath as fed-
eral finance
and revenue
minister more than a
week ago, there was an
instant depreciation in
the rate of the dollar ver-
sus the rupee; rise in the
stock exchange index;
and reduction in the
prices of petroleum prod-
ucts, Does it mean that
ane person, who has
twice earlier served as
federal finance minister
and  escaped  from
Pakistan five years ago
because of cormuption
charges, can cause an
economic miracle? Is
there any rational basis of
Dar’s claim to fix the
economy by stabilising
the exchange rate; lower
the interest rate and min-
gate inflation?

Moreover, the meager
%8 billion forex reserves,
just enough to pay for
only three weeks of
imports, 15 another cause
for concern. It will be
nothing short of a miracle
if Daris able to have a
paradigm shift in the
economy . because of
harsh realities that will
not allow the country to
escape from the
inevitabile. In the ongoing
fiscal year, Pakistan has
to arrange $40 billion
external Tinancing. This
15 besides the 320 billion
worth of losses the recent
floods  have inflicted.
Artificial appreciation of
the rupee against major
currencies will not work
because of high demand
of the dollar for imports

and for other purposes. In
today’s Pakistan, mira-
cles to salvage the econo-
my are certainly not
going to happen because
of ground realities which
are i,g‘[rl}' unfavorable.
Meither the IMF nor
the World Bank or the
fncnd]E' countries  will
come for the rescue of
Pakistan because the
country is constantly
requesting donors  to
waive loans and provide
more financial resources
in order for it 1o avoid a
financial default. Even in
recent devastating floods,
the country has not
received substantial
amount of financial assis-
tance unlike in the case of
the 2005 earthquake.
Trust deficit and rampani
corruption tend 1o dis-
courage donors from pro-
viding cash assistance.
Images of floods and the
forceful appeal of the UN
Secretary General to help
Pakistan in this moment
of crisis failed to bring
positive results. Linder
the circumstances, Dar’s
taking up the economy is
a major test case for the
PML-N led coalition
EOVernment. )
Things were also diffi-
cult when Dar took over
as finance minister in
2013 because of the PTI-
PAT sit-in in Islamabad
in 2004, but he managed
t deal with that crisis.
This time the situation is
different because
Pakistan's economy is in
dire straits and a country
of 222 million people
with a conglomeration of
internal and  external

threats along with the
devastation cavsed by the
floods cannot have a
smooth sailing for Dar
despite  his  so-called
magical skills. In 2013,
the PML-N enjoyed a
two-thirds mandate; but
in 2022, Prime Minister
Shehbaz Shanf is head-
ing a coalition of around
a dozen parties — and
that too with a razor thin
majority

The “existential threat
to the coalition govern-
ment in the shape of
Tmran Khan is real, and it
will be difficult for the
PML-N “financial wiz-
ard” to lead a paradizm
shift in the economy, The
threat of famine follow-
ing massive floods looms
large and the government
has meager respurces o
import food items in
order to prevent a crisis
sitwation. With all ¢oo-
nomic indicators predict-
mﬁaa hopeless situation,
what magic wand is Dar
going to wave to fix the
issues  which tend to
aggravate the country’s
political and economic
situation!

One needs to analyse
three  major realities
which will continue to
undermine Dar's “mys-
tic” skills for an econom-
ic mmaround. First, the
reality of corruption,
nepotism, bad gover-
nance, absence of rule of
law and lack of aceounta-
bility needs to be taken
seriously. Miracles never
happen when the count
is unable to deal wit
issues which seriously
shatter work  ethics

Mations are not built by
mere words or rthetoric
but must eradicate the
culture of corruption and
nepotism. How can a
country be pulled from
the brink of an economic
disaster when it lacks the
motivation, integrity and
planning on the part of
those who matter?

Dar cannot let miracles
happen because his hands
are not clean, as well as
of many others who hap-
pen to be his coalition
partners and frontrunners
of  his own party,
Constant be‘fginig_ from
donors  an riendly
countries will not help
because the elitist culture
of Pakistan is totally
oblivious of ground reali-
ties pertaining to serious
political and economic
crisis. Antificially reduc-
ing prices and apprecia-
tion of rupees versus the
dollar would be counter-

roductive and generate
urther crisis.

Second, no economic
miracle is going to h

en unless our leadership
as eight qualities in the-
ory and in practice; hard
work, integrity, bril-
liance, vision, commit-
ment, dedication, plan-
ning and  wisdom,
Looking at the other
models of success, partic-
ular] in  developing
world, one can leamn from
former Singaporean PM
Lee Kuan Yu, former
Malaysian PM Mahathir
Mohammad, former
Chairman  of Chinese
Communist Pa Mao
Zedong  and  Nelson
Mandela, the founding

president  of ost-
apartheid South Africa.

her models of success
are: found in the UAE,
Oatar, Muscat and Oman,
Since the inception of
Pakistan, Ieadersth vac-
uum and the lack of qual-
ities essential to success-
fully run a country i5 a

bitter reality.
_ Whether in civilian or
in  military control,

Pakistan failed to emerge
as a role model in énnd
governance, rule of law
and sound work ethics,
Lariness, incompetence,
dishonesty, fraud and
cheating became accept-
able norms which mit-
Fatad Pakistan’s rating in
iuman development
index, corruption percep-
tion Index and human
security index
Deterioration of quality
of life of people in terms
of gbsence of clean and
safe dnnking water for
all, quality and compul-
spry education, housing
{Juﬁ_li.cl transport  an

1I'='g;emc food are major
challenges. When people
at the helm of affairs are
hated because of their
corruption and nepotism,
how can Pakistan put its
own house in order?
Third, miracles will not
happen unless there is
culture of merit in
Pakistan. When decisions
are made on the basis of
vested interests and likes
and dislikes, the country
CAN Tever emerge as a
successful state. Erosion
of merit has a long histo-
ry in Pakistan which
eroded the trust of capa-
ble and gualified,

Transcending

igtloric
moments  war-
rant infrospec-
tions and reffec-
fion. The contemporary
pandemic-ridden  world
geams (o be at the cross-
roads.  The prevailin
onslaught  of Covid-14
againsl  humankind calls
for a comprehensive con-
termplation on whal  wenl
wrong in our quest for
modernisation. The pan-
demic has resulted in an
unprecedented crnisis. the
likes of which the world
has not seen since World
War II. Rather than view-
ing il as a fraditional feec-
ing event, we need 10 mull
over the lessons the pan-
demic is trving to teach us.
When deliberating. one
may be forced 1o conclude
that something is wrong
with what we have been
doing. We shouldn’t be
oblivious of an inevitable
principle; one gets whal
one gives. When we harm
naiure, nature harms us
back

Among all creatures,
humankind is high up the
evolutionarily ladder due
to unmaiched cognitive
abilities and intellectual
prowess. These intelleciual
abilities were inherently
mmed at  distinguishing
ood and evil, regulal-
ing life on earth in a man-
ner that benefits not only
humans but their surroumnd-
ings. Paradoxically,
humans have outstepped
and  outreached  their
assigned authority  and
overestimated themselves
as an omnipotent entity
enjoying complete impumn-
tv of all their activitias

limit
regardless of their impacts.
Rather than running the
affairs and wtilising the
intellect and bounties m a
just and sustainable man-
ner, men have badly
embezzled with nature’s
resources at the cost of
destruction of other {orms
of life and of natural
ecosystem, The recently
released LN IPCC's tern-
fving sixth  assessment
report on  the anthro-
pogenic  destruction  of
olobal climate is but a sin-
gle instance of mankind’s
high-handedness  against
their surrounding environ-
ment, Even men didn’t
spare his fellow beings

A few in the world hold
majority of the wealth —
the result: millions of peo-
le are currently consumed
v poverty, hunger and dis-
ease. The rich-poor divide
widens as time passes by
Global poverty and wide-
scale inequality are on the
rise. Laws are made and
broken for and by the nch.
while the poor reman
entangled in them.
Merciless pogroms are a
norm. The week dies of
being preved and con-
sumed by capitalist preda-
tors, The tyranny. agains
and persecutions of the
weak. and the atrocities of
rulers over their subjecls
have surced as nme passes
by The growing scourgs of
terrorism and extresmsm,
rising populism and dema-
goguery, and fascist politi-
cal leadership 15 the new
normal. Mass adulteration,
hoarding, black-marketing,
organised crimes. cheating.
Iving. mani pulating.
exploitating  have  all

Ali Hassan Bangwar
become commaon traits of
our culture pe

There is an ever-risin
trend of flattery anﬁ
hypocnisy, while every-
thing remains centered
around material success.
Morality, ethos, empathy
and compassion are all
considered  as  outdated
notions, One might wonder
how is NASA even think-
ing of colomsing Mars if
we have utterly failed to
leam to live peacefully on
earth despite being here for
il lenmims.

Though heinous  acts
myy  po unoptiended or
unpunished by our judicial
svalem, we must realise the
earth has its own syvstem of
justice. Floods, droughis.
lorest fires. heat waves.
tsunamis, epidemics; earth-
quakes, torrential rains and
violent voleanic aruplions
are just a few of the conge-
quences that have come
about due lo owr actions,
COVID-19 among other
cataclvems questions the
sustainability of the exist-
ing global order and the
underlving principles of
globalisation. The pandem-
¢ has given humankind the
opportunity o rethink and
reform existing socio-polit-
ical and economical orders
in line with pnnciples of
egalitarianism, eco-lmend-
lezzness, compassion and
empathy, Rather than wast-
g FESOUTCES 0N WEApomns,
we must ublize it for the
underprivileged, the poor
and the weak, Since we
have already prospered
materially, we now need to
invest in humanity if we
want to shield ourzelves
from natura’s.
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Senator Mushahid proposes
‘S-point action plan to
promote blue economy’

ISLAMABAD: While
chainng two sessions of

Pakistan  International
Maritime  Expo &
Conference (g'iMEC

2023, Senator Mushahi

Hussain, Chairman  of
Senate Defence
Committee, proposed a 3-
point Action Plan to pro-
mote Blue Economy. He
said apart from Blue
Economy, marine and
mineral resources plus
CPEC and building on a
strategic  partnership
between Pakistan, China
and Saudi Arabia would
be a catalyst for an alter-
native development
approach that can help

‘b poodbye to IMF™,
The Chiel of Maval
Staff, Admiral Amjad
Khan Niazi. Vice Chief of
Waval Staff, Vice Admiral
Faisal Rasul Lodhi and
other senior officers of
Pakistan Navy plus repre-
sentatives of 30 countries,
participating in PIMEC,
were  also  present.
Outlining his presenta-
tion, Semator Mushahid
Hussain said that ‘it’s
now clear that Pakistan is
on the wrong develop-
ment path, ah}:ﬂca_ting i's
autonomy of action and
only increasing perma-
nent dependency on the
[IMF, since economic

independence 15 the mate-
rial basis of political
independence”, ;

He added “what kind of
economic strategy is this
that we seek loans to
return loans, while bur-
deming our own people
with “more taxes and
grandimg  nflation”, He
emphasized that a ‘course
coffection on economic
development strategy of
Pakistan® 15 urgently
needed for the sake of the
people of Pakistan,

He said the answer 15 to
focus on exploring and

exploiting marine
resources by a strategy
for Blue [N

KSB Pumps Company
posts 308% growth in
profit: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD:KSB

Pumps Company
Limited’s sales
increased 19% to Rs3.6
billion in the nine
months ending

September 30, 2022,
compared with Rs3 bil-
lion over the correspon-
dilﬁl peried of 2021.

e company netted a
gross profit of Rs53s
million  in  9MCY22
compared to Rs404 mil-
lion in the same period
of CY21, Tcg,iitering a
growth of 33%.

The company posted
a 157% growth in profit
from operations, which
clocked in at Rs239 mil-
lion in 9MCY22 com-
I:ared to just Rs93 mil-
ion over the correspon-
ding period of CY21.

Similarly, the compa-
ny recovered from a net
loss of Rs12.6 million
in 9MCY21, and made
rofit of Rs26 million in
MCY22, posting a
mammoth growth of
308% Year-on-year,
reports WealthPK,

arnings Growth
Analvsis

The earnings per
share growth of the
company stood at a
robust 66.94% in 2021,
the EPS

Prior to 2021,

had been declining over
the previous three years
It was Rs14 85 in 2018,
Rs6.66 in 2019 and
Rsl.24 in 2020, The
EPS stood at Rs2.07 in
2021

Industry Comparison

Shabbir Tiles and
Ceramics Limited,
EMCO Industries

Limited, Orient Rental
Meodaraba and Hinopak
Motors Limited have all
been regarded as rivals
of 5B Pumps
Company Limited
KSB Pumps has the
third highest market
capitalisation of Rsl. 2
billion among 1ts rivals.
Whereas Hinopak
Motors Limited has the
highest capitalisation of
Re5.3 billion followed
by Shabbir Tiles and
Ceramics Limited with

Rs1.9 billion
The company's net
profit . margin = kept

declining from 2018 to
2020 before slightly
reversing the trend in

2021, However, the
gross profit  margin
showed a mixed trend
during these wvears,
while eaking  al
19.49% in 2019 and

dipping to 13.71% in
2021

KARACHI: An artist buy in paintihg du?ing Art for Peace

at Frere Hall in Provincial Capital.

Chicken prices reach
historic highs across

ISLAMABAD: The
prices of chicken and
chicken meat have expe-
rienced a sharp increase
in the city of Karachi and
other cities throughout
the country, ;

The current price of
chicken in Karachi is
Rs490 per kg, while the
price of chicken meat has
reached Rs720 per kg,

This price hike is due
to the closure of several
poultry businesses due 1o
a shortage of feed

Pouliry business own-
ers have hinted at this
being the reason behind
the skyrocketing prices,
with a kilogram of poul-
try meat selling for as

much as RsT20  in
Karachi,

In Rawalpindi,
Islamabad, and some

othér cities, the price of
chicken has also reached
an all-time high, with a

country

kilogram of poultry meat
bEi]‘Ig sold forpﬁs?'l}ﬂ-?ﬁi.

eanwhile, in Lahore,
the secend most populous
city in the country, the
rice of chicken mieat is

overing between Rs550-
600 per kg ;
These rising  prices

have been a cause of con-
cemn for many consumers,
who rely on chicken as a
sLa_FLe source of protein.
€ government is cur-
rently investigating the
cause of the feed shortage
and looking for ways to
provide relief to con-
sumers affected by these
rising prices.
The poultry industry is
a vital part of Pakistan's
economy, and anji- disrup-
tions to its supply chain
can have a significant
impact on the country’s
food security and eco-
nomic stability. :
The government is

Company Profile

KSB Pumps
Company Limited is a
foundry-based  engi-

neering firm engaged in
manufacturing and sell-
ing industrial pumps,
valves, castings and
related parts. The com-
pany is a supplier of

pumps, valves, and
related  systems  for
industrial applications,
building services,
process  engineering,
energy CONVersion,
water lreatment, water

transport, solids trans-
port, and other areas of
application. Its products
include Zoro Stainless
Steel Submersible
Pump, which is made of
corrosion and abrasion-
resistant stainless steel;

Macht - [IEC Low
Voltage Induction
Motor, which is suitable
for driving various
kinds of machines or
equipment, and Macht -
KSR Submersible

Maotor, which is desig
ned to drive water sub-
mersible pump and bea
rs & waterproof deésign.
The company caters to
customers in the water,
sewage, oil, energy,
industry and construc-
tion sectors. INP

Wﬂkshop

working to ensure that the
supply of poultry prod-
UCIS Femains uninternspt-
ed and that prices remain
stable.

This price hike is due
to the closure of several
poultry businesses due to
a shortage of feed.

Poultry business own-
ers have hinted at this
being the reason behind
the skyrocketing prices,
with a kilogram of poul-
try meat selling for as

much as  Rs720  in
Karachi o

In Rawalpindi.
Islamabad, and some

other cities, the price of
chicken has also reached
an all-time high, with a
kilogram of poultry mea
being sold for RsT00-705
M%anwhﬂc, in Lahore,
the second most populous
city in_the country, the
rce of chicken meat is
overing between INP

P T

b

club in the city.
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rs hold a protest against inflation, outside press
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e

Anti-India protest in
Muzaffarabad on
February 15

MUZAFFARABALD: The
Chairman of Pasban-e-Hurriyat
Jammu and Kashmir, Uzair
Ahmad Ghazali, has announced
that a protest will be held in
Muzaffarabad on February 15
against the Indian atrocities in
Indian  illegally occupied
Jammu and Kashmir.

Uzair Ahmad Ghazali in a
statement issued in
Muzaffarabad said that LN
Security Council member
States and Organisation of
Islamic Cooperation (OI1C)
immediately stop all unconsti-
tutional, undemocratic and
inhuman actions of the Indian
government in the occupied ter-

ritnl_rly.

e stated that the protest will
be organized on the call of the
All Parties Hurriyat
Conference, adding that people
of Muzaffarabad will gather at
Burhan Wani Chowk and hold a
sit-in against the impenalist
measures of the Indian govern-
ment in TOJK,

Vice Chairman Usman Ali
Hashim in his statement said
India has adopted Israeli behav-
ior by taking the lands of
Kashmiri people in the name of
anti-encroachments, "MNarendra
Modi gang uses heavy machin-
ery as a weapon to demolish
pnvate properties and other

structures,

He said that Bharativa Janata
Party 15 evicting Kashmin citi-
zens from their lands throu
its forces and under these cir-
cumstances, the role of the gov-
ermmment of Azad Kashmir,
political parties, religious par-
ties, civil society and especially
the youth has become very
important” he added

He informed that the protest
will start at ©:00am to draw the
international community's
attention to Modi's worst war
crimes and appealed to the
masses to join the protest and
express solidarity with their
brethren of THOJK_INP

PPP to participate in
bye-elections after intra-party
consultation: Kaira

LALA MUSA:Adviser to the
Prime WMinister on. Kashmir
Affairs and  Gilgit-Baltistan
Cramar Zaman Kaira has said
that the Pakistan People’s Party
will decide about the participa-
tion in the bye-elections after
LntrA-party consultation.
Talking to a private media
channel, Qamar Zaman Kaira
said despite being a coalition

artner of the Pakistan
Democratic Movement, PPP is
independent in making political
decisions, )

Replying to a question about
reasons fOr not announcing
elections following the dissolu-
tion of two provincial assem-

blies, kaira responded that by-
elections were. scheduled on
fewer seats while the election
of two provinces was a major
exercise to be completed.
Pakistan  People’s  Party
PPP) Chairman and Foreign
Minister  Bilawal  Bhutto
Zardan has decided to take upa
ijposﬂ ~of the Pakistan
emocratic Movement (PDA)
to boycott the upcoming tli«'—
poll on the National Assembly
seats with PPP candidates [t
was |learnt that PPP chairman
has summoned party candidates
contesting by-polls on Punjab
and KP seais to 1sJamabadJm
discuss PDM proposal of not

Pakistan sends
10-member medical

team to Turkiye

ISLAMABAD: A 10-member medical team from
Pakistan left for earthquake-affected Turkive on
Sunday to take part in the ongoing relief operations
in the quake-hit areas According to the health min-
15try spokesperson, another medieal team of 10 doe-
tors from the Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences | 8
(PIMS) 15 set to leave for Syria later today. Ly =

He said that a ten-member medical team of PIMS
along with the medicines left for Turkive. while a
separate 10-member doctors' team will leave for
Syria today's evening Minister for National Health
Services Abdul Qadir Patel extended heartfelt sym-
pathies to the brotherly Turkive and Syrian people
on the human and material loss in the wake of the

recent devastating earthquake.

He said that Turkiye has always helped Pakistan
and Islamabad will also not leave Turkive at this
testing time and will provide every possible support

He said that the medical team will serve the earth-
quake victims with full dedication and commitment

in both countries [NP

NIRC become

ket-driven

ISLAMABAD:Pakista
n needs to follow a mar-

keeping in view the glob-

taking part in by-elections
scheduled for March 16 and 19.
The PPP chairman will consult
with each party leader and final
decision on b mtlin% MNA by-
elections would be taken after
Ea.rty meeting, they say. The

DM leadership, in the virtual
meeting held with top leader-
ship of the PPP last week, had
proposed not to take part in by-
elections of the National
Assembly as the united stance
of the ruling coaliton
Following the meeting, Bilawal
Bhutto held a virtual meeting
with the parliamentary board o
the party and discuss the PDM
proposal, INP

Female abductor
demands Rs30m
ransom for
snatched boy

LARKANA: The abductor of a
seven-year-old boy has demanded
Rs30 million as ransom money
from relatives of the minor in
Larkana for his release, it was
learnt on Sunday.

Seven-year-old Shoaib Soomro
was  kidnapped from Pirzada
Colony of Larkana a month ago.
The father of the abductee has said
that @ woman kidnapper had
demanded the money as ransom,
He said she threatened 1o kill his
s0n in case the ransom money was
not given to her

e said he could not afford such
an amount and when he told the
abductor that he could only pay
Rs200,000, the kidnapper is con-
tlnuou_slg hurling threats of killing
the child.

The father of the abductee has
requested the DIG and the S5P
Larkana to recover his child imme-
diately and hold the abductor
accountable for his crime, INP

Covid infectivity
ratio drops in
Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: The positivity
ratio of corongvimug infection has
dropped in Pakistan to mere 0.47%
as 22 new cases have been
emerged with no fatality reported
during last 24 hours, showed the
statistics released by the Mational
Institute. of Health (NIH) on
Sunday morning.

According to the NIH data, the
death toll in the country remained
the same at 30,640 whereas the
number of total infections now
rose to 1,576,516 after adding the
fresh 22 cases.

During the last 24 hours, 4,681
tests were conducted throughout
Pakistan whereas the posilivity
ratio stood at 047 percent. The
number of patients in critical care
stood at 08 [NP

Quran Khwani for
martyrs Maqbool
Butt, Afzal Guru

held in

Muzaffarabad

MUZAFFARABAD:
International Forum for Justice
Human Rights Jammu and
Kashmir, organized Quran Khwan
in Muzaffarabad in connection
with the martyrdom anniversanes
of Muhammad Magbool Butt and
Muhammad Afzal Guru,

Muhammad Afzal Guru in the
same jml on Febroary 09 in 2013
for their role in Kashmir freedom
movement. Their bodies remain
buried in the premises of the jail.

Speaking on the occasion, Vice

Chairman INP

o \ g
KARACHI-: Activists of Awami Tehreek hold a protest rally in favor of
their demands outside press club in Provincial Capital,

Market-driven approach
needed to boost foreign

trade: expert

approach  special

Haroon said the pow-
ernment needs o create
incentives
investors who come and

of Bol said the covemn-
ment needs to take local
as  well  as foreign
investors into confidence

for

inactive owing to
negligence of govt

ISLAMABAD: The National Industrial Relafons
Commission (NIRC) the main protection body of
the rights of workers has become inactive for past
many months owing to the negligence and careless-
ness of PML-N led PDM coalition aovernment
According to the available documents, currently
seats of elght members including the Chairman were
1&}'i.rtg vacant for several months, due to this number
of cases are pending. No member available to hear
pending ¢ases in NIRC offices located at Karachi,
Sukkur, Lahore, Multan, Peshawar, Quetla offices
The ex- Chairman of the Commission Justice
Shakirullah Jan retired on September 7, 2022
According to this news agency, PDM government's
hostility towards labor or something else as govern-
ment has made the laborers problems solving com-
mission inactive. The full bench of the commission
must have at least 3 members, In Karachi, Sukkur,
Lahore, Multan, Peshawar, Quetta, there are no
members to hear the cases.Currently, two members
are working in the commission, mcluding Noor
Zaman and Abdul Qayyum INP

Saif Power Ltd turnover increases 55% to
Rs20bn in IMCY22: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD Total
turnover of Saif Power
Limited, an independent
power producer,
increased by 53% 1o
Rs20 billion in the first
nine months of the calen-
dar year 2022 from Rs13
billion over the corre-
sponding period of 2021

The company’s cost of
sales also increased 57%
to  Rsl7  billion in
OMCY22 from Rsll bil-
lion over the same period
of CY21 )

The gross profit in
OMCY22 increased to
Rs2 8 billion from Rsl.9
billion during the same

period of CY21, showing
a growth of 44%.
he net profit

increased 21% to Rsl 4
billion in 9MCY22 from

Rsl.2 billion in
OaMCY21, reports
WealthPK

The company’s board
of directors a%pmvad o
October 27, 2022, a sec-
ond interim cash divi-
dend of Rsl.5 per share
to its shareholders.

The company has
obtained short-term
Islamic finance facilities
from Islamic banks sub-
ject to a maximum limit
of Rs5.3 billion. The
facilities are secured on
fuel stock and energy
purchase price receiv-
ia_l:lles of up to Rs7.03 hil-
ion.

These facilities are

secured against the rank-
ing charge over all pres-
ent and future lixed
assels  amounting 1o
Rs6. 18 billion
Earnings
Analysis :
Eamings per share of
the company have shown
a mixed trend from 2018
102021, The EPS stood at
Rs7.85in 2018, Rs9 44 in
2019, Rs6, 14 in 2020 and

Ciroowth

Rs4.52 in 2021,
The earnings per share
growth st at 16,99%

in 2018 and 20.25% in
2019, but it })Iunged to
minus 34.96% in 2020,
before slightly improving
to minus 26 38% in 2021

An extraordinary gen-
eral meeting of share-

al trends and needs to
boost its foreign trade,
says a leading investment
expert. i

“We are living in post
covid recovery period
and in great uncertainty at
all levels, Perhaps for the
first time in near history,
we are facing so mary
challenges of fiscal con-
solidation,” said Haroon
Shanf, former chairman
Board of Investment
Bol), while talking to
‘ealthPK

“We have two funda-
mental issues — our pro-
ductivity is low and our
competitiveness is not
there, Furthermaore,
exports are also handi-
capped due to weak poli-
cies and complex incen-
tives offered to the indus-
try,” he said.

S
s

increase market competi-
tiveness by bringing tech-
nology and industry to
enable some exporiable

surplus

Egh'hen the local indus-
try  starts working  on
technological upﬁrada-
tion, there will be an
inflow of foreign invest-
ment. It will  generate
employment opportuni-
ties for locals because, by
that time, not only indus-
tries related to China-
Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC),  but
other sectors will also be
active in contributing
towards economic activi-
ty in the country. It will
make people feel more
optimistic about  these
employment opportuni-
ties.” he said.

The former chairman

about massive returns of
investment in CPEC proj-
ects

A spokesperson for the
Planning. Ministry told
WealthPK that many fac-
tors  prevent  Pakistan
from fully utilising its
domestic industry, like
severg enerioy crisis, lack
of direct foreign invest-
ment due o security con-
cemns, unskilled labour,
inadequate infrastructurs,
ingfficient transport sys-
tem, and outdated tech-
nologies.

“H is a matter of con-
cern that  Pakistani
exports are going down at
a time when the compet-
tors are gaining success
in the global market. For
Pakistani  products  to
appeal to maximum for-
eign buyers INP

holders in June 2021
approved the sale of Saif
Cement Limited's (SCL)
assets in order Lo invest in
Sail Power Limited keep-
ing in view the latter’s
dwindling profits

Revenues from the sale
of SCL assets will also be
used to pay dividends to
investors of Saif” Power
Limited

Industry Comparison

Wishat Power, Altern
Energy, Kohinoor
Energy, and Lalpir Power
are considered rivals of
Saif Power Limited,
which has the highest
market capitalisation of
Rs7.2 billion among its
competitors.

Profitability

The net profit and
ross profit marging of
the company remained
healthy in 2{}?9 and 2020,
but dipped in 2021 as is
shown  in  the graph
below i
. The profitability score
is a useful metric for
determining how desir-
able a stock is. Saifl
Power Ltd displays a
profitability score of &,
which is ‘much greater
than that of its peer

roaip

Company Profile

Saif  Power Limited
was  incorporated  in
Pakistan on November
11, 2004, as a public lim-
ited company under the
now repedled INP
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Safety of workers above all in CPEC projects:
Award Winning Engineer

ISLAMABAD: To ensure safety of workers is important above all in CPEC's projects, said award winning

engineer Azim ul Harg £ ol ) : ; :

ecently, an award ceremony for the outstanding Pakistani staff of China-Pakistan Economic Commidor was
hosted. The spotlight of the oceasion shone upon the unsung yet indispensable personnel who have served as the
foundation of this multi-billion-dollar endeavor, ; 3

Azim ul Hag, an HSE Engineer working at the 1263MW Punjab Power Flant in .lhanf,. was among those hon-
ored. He 15 part of a team that ensures the project personnel’s safety and health standards are met.

“The primary goal of HSE professionals is to ¢nsure that there are noinjunes or accidents, and that workers
amive safely and retumn to their families.” Azim told Gwadar Pro.

“Working as an HSE professional often places you in difficult sitwations. At work, 1 faced numerous small chal-
lenges, such as workers' irmational behavior dunng peak working hours, which jeopardized not only their own
safety but also the safety of their co-workers ™ Azim said.

The 1263MW Punjab Thermal Power (Pvt.) Ltd. {PTPL) power plant in Jhang district 15 one of the largest gov-
ermment-owned power plants constructed by the China Machinery Engineening Corporation (CMEC), a Chanese
state-owned company which also has CPEC projects in Pakistan,

will be ready 1o deliver energy to the national prid at full capacity to heﬂn overcome the electricity shortage.
 During the construction the‘}:rro ect, one of the most challenging and unforgettable moments for Azim came
in the early hours of May 12th, 2021, when a fire broke out at the west boundary wall of the project. Although
the incident happened in the dead of mght, Azim was quick enough to respond. Once he saw the fire, he was alert
and rushed to the location to assess the situation, and managed to quickly bring the blaze under control with the
help of his manager and the firefighting team. ] ] ]

“We saved our project from a catastrophe incident.” Azim told the r_e]porter with a seemingly relaxed demeanor,

When the reporter approgehed Azim, he was on legve, for his family has been blessed with a baby "Earnings
from this job provide comfortable living for my families. Although living away from family and my newborn
daughter is difficult, given that the power pmjkwt'& location 15 far from my home town, the company provides me
with all kinds of benefits and allows me to take vacations as needed ° ) ) ) )

“I believe CPEC is a world-changing cormidor that will facilitate commutes for neighbonng countries, particu-
larly China and Pakistan_ It is a journey toward economic regicnalization in a globalized world, and an effort 1o
improve infrastructure within Pakistan ™ Azim said, “For mvself, the experience and skills T acquired while work-
ing on this project have helped me excel in my career. The expertise 1 gained on this project will surely help me

It is expected to enter commercial operation in combined cycle operation in the first quarter of this year and

BAHWALPUR: A Pakistani driver powers his vehicle during the 18th International Cholistan

Desert Rally.

Pakistan remains
committed to
further
strengthen ties
with Iran: Alvi

ISLAMABAD: Felicitating Iran on
the 44th anniyersa;;;r of " Islamic
Revolution, President Dr Anf Alvi has
stated that Pakistan remains commit-
ted to further strengthen its ties with
the bmtherl? country across the entire
gamut of bilateral relations.

In his message to lranian Leader
Ayatollah Seved Ali Khamenei on
behalf of government and Fex} le of
Pakistan, he said the fraternal relations
between Pakistan and Tran are rooted
in linguistic, cultural and religions
bonds. : )

The President conveyed his best
wishes for happiness and continued
progress, prosperity and wellbeing of
the  brotherly people of Islamic
lle]public of Lran. .

1 was worth mentioned here that
tens of thousands of Tranians rallied on
Saturday in Tehran and other major
cities to mark the 44th anniversary of
the Islamic Revolution, as their presi-
dent said months-long protests had
been defeated.

For the past two years, the 1979
overthrow of the Western-backed
Shah was commemorated mainly by
Tranians who drove around citiés in
their cars or on motorcycles due to
Covid restrictions. But this year, way-
ing flags, they took to the streets of
Tehran on foot and converged om
Azadi (Freedom) Square, one of the
capital's most prominent landmarks,
despite chilly temperatures People
held up pictures of ITran's supreme
leader Avatollah Ali Khamenei as well
as the late Ayatollah  Ruhollah
Khomeini, founder of the Islamic
republic, and revered general (%:sem
Soleimani, killed in a US air strike on
Haighdad airport in January 2020

They also held placards readin
“We stand to the end”, "A united,
strong and stable Iran" and "We obey
the leader”, Sejjil ballistic missiles and
Shahed 136 drones were on display
around the sguare where President
Ebrahim Raisi said people had gath-
ered to renew their “allegiance” to the
revolution INP

Karachi: employee
of courier company
looted in
Gulistan-e-Jauhar

KARACHI: Incidents of street
crimes are on the rise in Karachi as
another employee of a courier compa-
ny was looted in the city's Gulistan-e-
Johar area :

According to details, the incident of
streel crime was caught on camera in
Ciulistan-e-Jauhar Block 3

According to the footage, the armed
robber on a motoreyele stopped the
employee of a private courier compa-
ny. deprived him of valuables and fled
easily,

Saturday, dacoits logted 523,000,
mobile phones and other valuables
from a family in the Liaquatabad area
of Karachi who had recently retumed
from the Umited States (US).

A US-returned family was looted by
dacoits_in the Liaquatabad area of
Karachi. It was leamt that the family
members reached Karachi to attend
the Dastarbandi ceremony of their son
at Jamia Binoria Aalamia. o

Police launched an investigation
after registering a case lollowing the
robbery. INP

4 hurt critically in
van-racing car smash
during Cholistan
Jeep Rally

CHOLISTAN: A carry van collided
with & racing car during an ongoing
Cholistan Jeep Rally festival, leaving
four men nding in the van critically
injured .

The crash between the two vehicles
took place two kilometers away from
the Dilwish Stadium in Bahawalpur
Resultantly, fmragenple inside the
car!Pf van suffered serious injuries
while one of them was said to be in the
critical condition owing to his head
injury

They were rushed to the DHO
Hospital Ahmadpur for medical assis-
tance. On the other hand. the racing
car driver remained safe in the colli
sion. NP

CHEC to start
de-silting operation in
Gwadar Port

ISLAMABAD: China Harbour
Enﬁmeeﬁnﬁ Company  Ltd
(CHEC) is all set to start de-silting
operations at Gwadar Port to
reclaim 14.5 meters of natural and
original operational  depth of
Ciwadar Port at a cost of Bz 47
billion. o
_According to Gwadar Pro, itisa
high-octane CPEC project that
finally makes its headway al a
watershed moment of the 10th
anniversary of the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor, a signature
venture of the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI). [

Under the title of “the mainte-
nance dredging of a navigational
channel of Grwadar Port®, the j:lTl.‘.IIJ-
get will be completed o [2
months as per the agreement
sipned between CHEC and
Gwadar Port Authority (GPA).

A GPA official told Gwadar Pro
that "since earlier we planned to
kickstart only one part of the
dredging process in two or thres
phases at Gwadar Port, 50 around

Rs 1 billion was allocated in 2022-
2023 budget for partial dredging
Later, it was finalized to do com-
ﬁlete dredging in one fell swoop,

ence, now the cost of the project
stands at Rs 4.7 billion”,

On a query, he said that having
gone through the bidding process
officiallv launched by GPA last
year, CHEC won the contract of
maintenance dredging  construg-
tion on the forward swing waters,
approach channel of the Gwadar
Fort Terminal to ensure ships'
moment in entry channel, facilitat-
ing their smooth flow, which is of
reat significance to the future
evelopment of Gwadar Port

He added that GPA awarded the
contract to CHEC after gauging
technical assessment based on
international experience and the
financial worth of all participant
¢um_Famt5 ina Iglu;lldlng TOCESS,

“The multi-million dollars prog-
ect has a significant impact on
Gwadar's Port's operations. It will
pave the way INF

Anti-polio
campaign Kicks off
in 39 districts

ISLAMABAD: Following the

olio virus confirmation in the

avi’s environmental samples, an
anti-polio campaign has been
launched in 39 distnicts across the
country, while a special polio
campaign will be carmed out in
nine districts of Punjab from 13th
February to 17th I-'eE:ruarEI-.

The spokesperson for the health
mimistry said that a campaign to
administer polio drops 1o more
than & mullion children was going
to be kicked off.

According to Federal Health
Minister Abdul Cadir Patel, there
will be an overall camEalhgn n twao
districis of Punjab, Lahore and
Faisalabad where children will be
vaccinated against the cnppling
disease

The mimister elaborated that the
anti-polic drive is being carmed

out 1 seven districts of South
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, including
Bannu, DI Khan, Tank, Lakki
Marwat North Waziristan, Upper
South Waziristan and Lower
South Wazinstan, .

While expressing his concern
over existence of polio virus in
neighbouring Afghanistan, he reil-
erated that the virus could pose a
serious threat to the children resid-
ing on either side of the border,

There are numerous effective
campaigns to prevent the spread
of polio vinas underway and a
vanety of practical measures are
being taken to eliminate the polio
from completely,” he added.

He emphasised that 1n order to
prevent our future generation from
permanent disability, we all have
to pla{l our part in polio eradica-
tion. INP

Ukraine says Russia
launched new wave
of aerial attacks

KYTV: Ukraine has said that
Russia had launched a major new
wave of aerial attacks, as
President Joe Biden announced he
would mark one year since the
invasion by visinng Kyiv's neigh-
bour Poland.

Strikes were reported from the
eastern region of Kharkiv to the
western - region  of  Tvano-
Frankivsk, a day afler President
Volodymyr Zelensky travelled 1o
Brussels to lobby EU leaders for
long-range weapons and fighter
eTs._?.ce]'lsl_c])' said on Frday

ussian misstles had crossed over
ex-Soviet Moldova and Nato
member Romania while heading
to Ukraine, though Bucharest
denied the claim.

With the bloody conflict

approaching its one-year anniver-
sary on Feﬁ 24, the White House
said Biden would travel to Nato

ISLAMABAD: People are boarding in Green line trai

ally Poland on February 20-22
Biden to  wvisit neighbouring
Poland to mark one year simce
Foyiv’'s invasion

Biden will make a speech to
mark “Russia’s brtal and unpro-
voked invasion of Ukraine,
addressing how the United States
has rallied the world to support the
people of Ukraine as they defend
their freedom and democracy™,
the White House said. The
k.remlin on Friday also announced
that Russian President Vladimir
Putin would deliver his annual
state of the nation speech on Feb
21 Russia last targeted Ukraine
with a mass strike in late January,
daf_s after Western allies agreed to
deliver heavy tanks to Kyiv
Zelensky called the new Russian
attacks “a challenge to Mato™,
adding that “this is lerror that can
and must be stopped” INP
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Margalla Railway Station in Federal Capital.

in my future growth and facilitate exploring new opportunities.” NP

Effective pest management
needed to improve agri

yields: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD Insect pest damage 15 one of the pri-
mary reasons behind reduced crop
and agriculiural premises. The pr
by emploving a strong and effective pest management

svsler.

There are many different pest species that can cause
agricultural damage, and if they are not treated, they
can also result ina loss of income.

Talking to WealthPK, Muhammad Ashraf Khan,
Scientific Officer at MNational Apgriculture Research
Centre (NARC), said pesticides have become a major
concern in Pakistan due to their widespread use in agri-
culture and their potential to harm human health and

the emvironment.

“Owver the years, the use of pesticides has increased
significantly in Pakistan, leading to high levels of pes-
ticide residues in food and water sources. This poses a
sigmificant risk to public health, especially for those
in tural arcas who rely on crops for their liveh-
hoods and food sources,” he said

Ashraf said agnculture products for human con-
feed are severely harmed by
ingect pests. He said diseases and insect pests can
lower production, and in worst cases, completely
destroy a crop, He smd every fruit and ve_?etahl.e have
their own pests, and there are separate met

livim

sumption and animal

trol them.

“In many cases, farmers use excessive amounts of
pesticides without proper training of protective equip-
ment, exposing themselves and their communities to
toxic chemicals,” he said The uncontrolled use of pes-

Will quit if
Maryam awarded

party’s
presidency:
Abbasi

ISLAMABAD
Former prime minister
and Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz  leader
Shahid Khagan Abbasi
has again stated that he
would quit if Maryam
awarded the party’s presi-
dency. In anintervigw to a
television, Abbasi said
that his leader 1z MNawaz
Sharif, if Maryvam Nawaz
elevated to the PML-N's
top office, he will consid-
er remaining in the party’s
fold or not
M1 was named the sen-
ior vige president of the
PML-M when Shehbae
Sharif was arrested in
ear  20019."  Shahid
<hagan said. “When
Maryam was given the
leadership position. and
elevated to the Chief
Orgamizer’s  position, |
had tendered my resigna-
tion at that tume from the
party office to the PML-N
president,” he said. “l
could not work further on
the party’s office, | told.”

Replying a question he
said, he will consider
remaining in the party or
not when Marvam MNawaz
will be elevated to the

resident’s office of the
ML-N. Responding a
question to join another
party with a straightfor-
ward ‘No’ he said if he
had to quit the PML-N he
will return to his home asg
“I have no other home
except it”. It is pertinent
to mention here that
Shahid Khagan Abbasi, a
party stalwart, had not
attended  the PMIL-N
workers convention,
recently held in
Izslamabad. INF

Man kills
transgender
sibling, injures
three more

KOHAT: A man opened
fire on transgenders in
Kohat, killing one and
imjuning three of them in

Kohat late on Saturday
night. The transgenders
were returning  from a

wedding when they were
attacke near  Jarma
brdge, in the limits of
Saddar Police Station.

A heavy contingent of
police reached the place
of the attack as soon as
they received a report and
arrested a man along with
the weapon allegedly
used in the attack,

The man has been iden-
tified as Anf, and is
allegedly the brother of
one of the transcenders
He has been booked in a
case containing clauses of
murder and attempted
murder. The three injured
transgenders were shifted
to KDA hospital where
they are receiving med-
icafa!tenﬁan.INP

n imported from China at

uction on farms
lem can be tackled

ticides has led to serious concerns about the impact on
human health and environment, he added.

“On the other hand, the accumulation of pesticides in
sonl and water can harm beneficial insects, hirds, and
other wildlife, dir.ruEl ecosystems, and
public health throug
water,” he pointed out. o )
_ The use of substandard pesticides is a major problem
in Pakistan, as many of these products are fake or
counterfeit and contain dangerous chemicals that are
banned or restricted in other countries.

The 1ssue of substandard
by the lack of regulation and enforcement, as well as

ose a risk (o

contaminated food and drinking

esticides 15 exacerbated

poor laboratory facilities and a shortage of trained per-

s Lo con-

sonnel to camy out inspections and testin

In addition, farmers often use pesticides not regis-
tered for use in Pakistan either because they are cheap-
er or because they are not available in the local market
This can result in improper use and the application of
the wrong type of pesticide, which can be hazardous
and counterproductive “Pakistan needs a strong pest
management syslem since agriculture is being severely
damaged, which costs us a lot The government i
responsible for making sure that farmers employ the
proper  prevenlative measures,” Ashral’ said “To
address these concerns, the government of Pakistan

must take a more proactive approach to regulating the

use of pesticides in agriculmure. This inclu t
ening laws and regulations, providing education and
training to farmers, and improving laboratory facilities
and testing methods,” he said INF

s strength-

Punjab flour millers
announce strike from
Monday

LAHORE: The Punjab Flour Mills
Association has announced to go on
strike from Monday (tomerrow) against
the suspension of the wheat quota of
aver 100 flour mills by the province’s
food department, sources said.

The differences between the flour
mills association and the Punjab food
department has intensified after the
govt's move of suspending the whea
qucHa,

Chairman

Punjab Flour Mills

Association in his stalement said the
flour mills will not receive wheat from
zovt quota from tomorrow

The Punjab flour mills chairman fur-
ther said the supply of wheat in the

. "

KARACHI; A view of garbage dump in the middle of Sindhi Hotel road as

market will be hampered during the
strike.

Omn the other hand, the sources said
that the Punjab food department has
ordered to register cases against [0
flour mill owners in the province,

Earlier, wheat prices in Punjab’s
open market decreased by Rsl 200 per
maund, after the increase in wheat
guota and import,

According to market dealers, the per
maund wheat price dropped 1o Rs4,000
from Rs5,200.,

Following the reduction of Rs1,200
per maund, the per kg wheat price in
the open market has dropped to Rs100
from 130.INP

Turkiye-Syria qua.ke
deaths pass 28,000, UN
expects toll to double

ANKARA: Rescuers pulled a seven-
month-old baby and a teenage girl from
the rubble on” Sunday, nearly a week
afler an earthquake devastated Turkiye
and Syria and killed more than 28,

UN relief chief Martin Griffiths smd he
expected the death toll to at least double
after he arrived in southern Turkiye on
Saturday to assess the quake’s damage.

Tens of thousands of rescue workers
are scouring flattened neighbourhoods
despite freezing weather that has deep-
ened the misery of millions now in des-
perate need of aid. Secunty concerns led
some aid operations to be suspended,
and dozens of people have been arrested
for looting or trying to defraud victims
in the aftermath of the quake in Turkiyve,
according to state media.

But miraculous tales of survival still
emerged from the destruction and
despair. “Is the world there? asked 70-
vear-old Menekse Tabak as she was
pulled out from the concrete in the

southern city of Kahramanmaras — the
epicentre of Monday's 78-magnitude
tremor — 1o applawse and cries praising
God, according to a video on state
broadcaster TRT Haber,

A seven-month-old baby named
Hamza was also rescued in southemn
Hatay more than 140 hours after the
quake, while Esma Sultan, 13, was also
saved in Gaziantep, state media repon-
ed. Families were racing against time to
find their missing relatives’ bodies in
southern Turkive "We hear (the authori-
ties) will no longer keep the bodies wait-
ing after a certain peried of time, th
say they will take them and bury them,™
Tuba Yelcu said in Kahramanmaras.
Another family clutched each other in
grief at a cotton field transformed into a
cemetery, with a seemingly endless
stream of bodies arriving for swift bur-
ial. Griffiths toured quake-hit areas of
Kahramanmaras on Satorday, telling
Sky Mews he expected INP

Fawad Chaudhry slams
ECP for delaying meeting
on Punjab polls

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Inzaf {(PTI) semor leader Fawad
Chavdhry  slammed  the Election

Commission of Pakistan {(ECP) for nol
holding a meeting on Punjab general
elections today {ﬁmday} despite court
orders. ; )
Fawad, in a tweet, said; "The Election
Commission should have held a meeting
today for the polls, don’t make a joke o
the Constitution and court orders.”
Further criticising the commission,
Fawad claimed that the "general impres-
sion' is that since the ECP is made up of
"Munshis" _Su:terks or personal assis-
tants), it will not hold provincial elec-
tions like it did in Islamabad o
"This fiddling with the Constitution
will cost the country dearly," warned the
former information mimster
Fawad told the ECP that the
Constitution is the only agreed docu-
ment, and if that is also “trampled, then
the state of Pakistan will be in serious

"Enough is cnwigh our movement for
the supremacy of the Constitution is
ready, This movement will start with Jail
Bharo [movement] and will continue till
the restoration of the Constitution,” said
the PT1 leader.

It should be noted that PTI Chairman
Imran Khan on Febmary 6 announced
the "Jail Bharo" (fill up the pnsons )
movement over the delay in  the
announcement of the election schedule
in Punjab and Khyber Pakhiinkhwa

{KPI)- _ i
"If the elections are not held within 90
days, we will start the Jail Bharo move-
ment," Khan had wamed

Meanwhile, the ECF has summoned a
special rm:n?.il_ni'gI on Monday o disouss
the Lahote High Court’s (LHC) decision
of holding elections in Pungab in 90
days.A special meeting has been called
at its secretariat in light of the LHC deci-
sion to hold elections in Punjab, accord-
ing to a brief statement issued by the
commission [NP




