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Syed Afli Shah

Indeed, it would be an unprecedent-
ed decision if the provincial govern-
ment empowers Balochistan Public
Service Commission (BPSC) to recruit
employees from grade-5 to 17, There
has always been a black mark over
Balochistan regarding the sale of jobs.
Chief Minister Balochistan, Mir
Quddus Bizenjo deserves appreciation
or taking this hard and pohtically dif-
ficult decision since all mimisters and
MPAs always strive to recruit their
own blue-eyed in government depart-
menls.

Action should
match words

The important question 1s stll,
Action should match the words of
Chief Minister Balochistan regarding
the BPSC decision. Undoubtedly,
recruitment through BPSC would
wash away the black dot of corruption
and ensure better governance in the
province. This would also help recruit
competent and deserving vouth to
serve the province in the future irre-
spective of creed, color, and political
affiliation.

As per a well-placed officer in the
Balochistan government, currently,
over 30,000 posts of emplovees are
lving vacant, Only in the Balochistan
higher education department, the num-
ber of lecturers and professors posts is
over 1000, Similarly, in secondary
education in Balochistan, over 10,000
posts of teaching staff'teachers are
lying vacant.

Alvi tells Dar to

approach parliament for
higher taxation instead of
promulgating ordinance
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BPSC act
empowers the
government to

increase the
number of
members

Yes, the existing manpower and
the members at the BPSC are not
in a position to conduct tests and
interviews for all grades. However,
= the BPSC act 1989°s section 3
allows the provincial government
to increase the number of the
members from present 8 and estab-
lish new branches of the commis-
3 sion in the divisional headquarters
of Balochistan. This would also be
® casy for candidates to apply in
| their nearest branches anclp appear
in tests and interviews.
Financially, it is also economical
for the government, The provincial
government would not need to
pump extra resources to run the
system.

Sindh and Punjab are the best
examples and they can be
approached with regard to the
establishment of BPSC branches in
interior Balochistan. It is not only
the responsibility of the Chief
Minister rather all political parties
should play their role in this regard
to pave the way for good gover-
nance in Balochistan.

6 doctors sacked, no compromise
on provision of health
facilities: CS Balochistan

Health Desk:

QUETTA:The Balochistan gov-
ermment dismissed six doctors from
service for their faillure to ensure
their presence at the place of their
duties. The dismissal orders were
issued on the directives of the Chief
Secretary Balochistan, Abdul Aziz
Ugaili on the recommendations of
the concerned deputy commission-
er. C5 Balochistan chaired a high-
level meeting, which reviewed the

erformance of the health sector on
uesday morning, ;
. .I}nssacr!ma.ry proceedings were
initiated against the 57 delinquent
officers, and the CS took to the
social media network Twitter and

announced the decision, Show
cause notices were issued to 40
doctors for not attending their hos-
tals and doing their jobs, Mr
qaili said. “MNo_compromise over
the health sector”, the CS warned,

He said‘hacticm iwouﬁd f!'nl taken
against the em ees talling to
pgifonn_their dqﬁigz S

On this occasion, the health sec-
retary arlcgp premt;ia:lha drﬁﬁ poli-

T ing post-| uite doctors.
cﬁyddressin ; I:he _meetin, :
Secretary Balochistan Abdul Aziz
Ageeli said that there will be no
compromise on the
health services. Action should be
continued against the doctors guilty
of negligence. He said that addi-
tronal allowanee should be given to
the postgraduate doctors who are
doing duty in remote areas. It was
decided to review the training and
post-graduate doctors should have
at least three years of placement in
their respective areas.

Chief

provision of

Alvi tells Dar to

approach

parliament for higher taxation
instead of promulgating ordinance

President Dr Arif Alvi on W%
Tuesday advised Finance Mimster
Ishaq Dar to approach parliament
regardna? the government’s plan to
raise additional revenue through
taxes instead of promulgating an
ordinance.

Pakistan is batiling an economic
crisis which has seen inflation
rocket up and forex reserves dwin-
dle to crtical levels. Last week, the
central bank said its reserves had
dropped to $2.2 billion, enough to
cover less than three weeks of
im Erts. 3 I o

e country desperately needs
the Intermational ]\?g:-l_ctarjr Fund
(IMF) to finalise the ninth review
of the loan programme it entered
with the global lender in 2019,
paving the way for the release of a

$1.2 billion tranche that will also
unlock inflows from other bilateral
and multilateral sources.

But an agreement with the IMF
has been pending since October last
year as the two sides have not been
able to reach a consensus in talks
that have largely centred around an

.'1”

e
economic reforms agenda focusing
on the energy sector and exchange
rate liberalisation.

Last week, an IMF delegation
held talks with Pakistani officials
for 10 days in Islamabad and left
without a deal, saying virtual talks
would continue. Web Desk

Fitch downgrades Pakistan’s rating citing
‘worsening liquidity, policy risks’

Global rating agency Fitch on Tuesday downgraded
Pakistan’s long-term foreign currency issuer default
rating (IDR} to ‘CCC-" from ‘CCC+’, citing further
worsening in liquidity and policy risks along with pres-
sure on foreign exchangs reserves

The drop comes four months after Fitch revised
down the ranking to CCC+.

The agency did not assign any outlook since [Iypical-
ly it does not assign outloeoks 1o sovereigns with a rat-
ing of ‘CCC+ or below.

Fitch said that the downgrade reflected a further
sharp deterioration in external liquidity and funding
conditions, along with the decline of foreign exchange
(FX) reserves to “critically low levels™

“While we assume a successful conclusion of the

ninth review of Pakistan’s IMF (International
wcnelarly Fund) programme, the downgrade also
reflects large risks to continued programme perform-

ance and funding, including in the run-up to this year's
elections. Default or debt restructuring is an increas-
ingly real possibility, in our view,” said the New York-
based agency — one of the three major global rating
agencies.

The agency said that FX reserves were only about
$2.9 killion on February 3, or less than three weeks of
imports, noting that it was down from a peak of more
than $20bn at the end of August 2021

“Falling reserves reflect large, albeit declining, cur-
rent account deficits (CADs), external debt servicing
and earlier FX intervention by the central bank, partic-
ularly in 4022, when an informal exchange-rate cap
appears to have been in place.

“We expect reserves to remain at low levels, though
we do forecast a modest recovery during the remainder

of FY23, due to anticipated inflows and the recent
removal of the exchange rate cap,” the agency said.

It said another factor for the rating downgrade was
the large refinancing risk with external public debt
maturities in the remaining fscal year amounting 1o
over 57Tbn, adding that they would remain high in the
next fiscal year as well.

The agency also noted that although the CAD was
declining, it could widen again

“The narrowing of the CAD has been driven by
restrictions on imports and FX availability, as well as
by fiscal tightening, higher interest rates and measures
10 limit energy consumplion

“Reported backlogs of unpaid imports in Pakistan’s

orts indicate that the CAD could increase once more
unding becomes available Mevertheless, exchange-
rate depreciation could limit the rise, as the authorifies
intend for imports to be financed through banks, with-
out recourse to official reserves. Remittance inflows
could also recover after they were partly switched to
unofficial channels in 4022 to benefit from more
favourable c:gchan%t.: rates in the parallel market,” the
agency explained Web Desk

Digital power of attorney facility for
overseas Pakis_tanis launched

In a major breakthrough for the diaspora
community, Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardan on Tuesday inaugurated the “Global
Launch of the automation of the Power of
Atmmgy“ for overseas Pakistanis at a ceremo-
ny held at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in
Islamabad.

In his remarks on the occasion, Bilawal
who is also chairman of the Pakistan Peoples
Party (FPF) — described the sought-after
move as the realisation of a major initiative to
facilitate overseas Pakistanis. He also congrat-
ulated all those who worked hard to help make
the m{ucl a reality.

e legalisation of power of attorney had
been a longstanding demand of the Pakistami
diaspora and will facilitate those who have to
travel long distances from different cities and
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far-off places to the missions, the minister
said, adding that this automated system would

reduce costs and minimise hassle by providing
attestation services at the doorstep.
According to an official statement 1ssued by

the foreign ministry, “The automation of

ower of attorney was initially launched in
ovember 2021 as a pilot project in 10
Pakistan Missions’/Sub-Missions’™ in_ the
United States and the United Kingdom. Now,
this service will be available to all the
Pakistani diaspora living abroad globally.”

Minister of State for Foreign Affairs Hina
Rabbani Khar, Parliamentary Secretary for
Foreign Affairs E}&yed Hussain Tariq, Secretary
Foreign Affairs Asad Majeed Khan, National
Database and Repistration  Authorit
(NADRA) Chairman Muhammad Tarig Mali
and others were among the attendees of the
cergmony.

2 policemen injured in a
hand grenade attack in
shalkot Quetta

Staff Reporter

At least two
policemen  were
mjured in a hand
grenade attack in
Elruetta's Shalkot
area on Tuesday
night Policel
sources said the
unknown accused
lobbed & hand . -
grenade at policemen and two policemen were injured
in the attack. The injured policemen were nushed fo the
Bolan Medical Complex hospital for medical treat-
ment. Police reached the spot as an investigation into
the incident went underway, The altackers sped away
on their motoreycle after the attack. Security was tighi-
ened after the attack in the area

2 killed in Wadh
Khuzadar

From Our Correspondent

At least !
eople were
illed in a firing

incident in Wadh
Tehsil of Khuzdar
district on e
Tuesday.

Levies sources
said armed
accused
fire and killed two
q_ec:r]:rle in Wadh

he  assailants
sped away on

their motoréyele after the attack.

The victims belonged to the Sheikh tribe. The tribes-
men blocked Quetta Karachi highway against the inci-
dent. Passengers remained the worst sufferers of block-
ades of road. The highway remained blocked for the
last 16 hours. Levies and senior admimstration ofTicials
reached the spot and held negotiations with protesters.
The officials assured the protesters that the killers
would be arrested and brought to justice. Subsequently,
the protester reopened the road for traffic and the trai-
fic was resumed after more than 1% hours on the
Quetta-Karachi highway
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‘Killer Highways’ claim more
lives than terrorism in
Balochistan

The deadly highway accidents have claimed more human lives than ter-
rorist incidents in Balochistan, Pakistan’s least developed province. Fatal
road accidents are almost the order of the day in Balochistan, which covers

halt of the count

dawns with a traffic accident in the province.

Especially,

in terms of area. It is a common notion that the day

uetta-Karachi highway, which is commonly called the

*killer highway™ continues to claim precious human lives. Much has been
said and wnitten about this. But with no effective response from the author-
ities to bring an end to the deadly accidents. At least 41 people were burnt
to death when a passenger coach fell into a ravine near the Bela area of dis-

trict Lasbela Balochistan.

Balochistan Govt fails to im plement recommendations of JIT

The Balochistan government has formed a joint interrogation team (J1T)
to probe into the incident, Although, the provincial government failed to
|m}31ement past JIT s recommendations in this regard. _

Two J1Ts led by the then Commissioner Kalat Division, Bashir Ahmed
Bangulzai submitted {hcmu%h reports about the causes and prevention of

deadly traffic accidents on

across Balochistan.

uetta-koarachi highways and other highways

Causes of accidents as per the JIT report filed by Mr, Bangulzar after 15

passengers were burnt to death in Kan

Causes of road accidents
1: Reckless driving 2; Overspeeding 3; Overloading 4; Narrow and poor
roads 5: No timely repair and maintenance of roads by NHA 6: No signals
7: Overloaded marble trucks on Cuetta-Karachi highway 8: Passenger

buses carrying petrol and diesel 9: Drivers using dr
10: No Fire extinguisher in buses 11; Absence of

ehtarzai district Killa Saifullah.

u%s .
Motorway Police

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif has already inaugurated the dualization of
the Quetta-Karachi highway, However, the pace of work s extremely slow.
With this pace, the dualization work cannot be completed for the next two

decades.

he federal and provineial sovernments should make sure timely

completion of the dualization work from Karachi to Chaman on a war-foot-

ng basis.

he Balochistan government should also ensure the implementation of
the recommendations of the JIT reports,

Austerity by
the rich

nother  aus-
terity dnive 1s
on the cards as

Pakistan tries
to  strike an
agreement with the IMF
for the release of a $1.2
b;lllgn mi.nr.'hlr:. Thf:dm:]gl-
esperately needs the
ﬁF aPéE 1o stabilize its
fast depleting foreign
reserves and avold sover-
eign default. The f'csre:%n
exchange reserves held
by the State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP) have
touched an historic low of
$2.9 billion, making the
country face a severe
shortage of dollars.
The IMF delegation
has shared the memoran-
dum of economic and
financial poheies (MEFP)
with Pakistam officials
after several rounds of
tough negotiations. Both
sides are expected to sign
a_staff-level agreement
(SLA) in the coming

days. )

The MEFP is a key
document that describes
all the conditions, ste
and policy measures to be
implemented to get a
bailout package. Pakistan
has agreed to take steps
and measures to reduce
expenditures and increase
revenue. It has also
agreed to impose addi-
tional taxes through a
mini-budget, taking steps
to erase circular debi for
the energy sector. This
will include an increase

despite tall claims by the
economic  managers of
the coalition government
that everything is under
control. The bleak situa-
tion has forced the gov-
ernment to accept the
harshest conditions of the
IMF, which are likely to
hit the working and mid-
dle classes the hardest
Energy will become more
expensive and food infla-
tion is likely to rse to
new historic heights.
Instead of taking the
difficult decision to tax
the wealth of the rich and
bring the wealthy into the
tax net, the government
has decided to choose the
easy road of taxing the
oor. The people of
akistan are once again
aing to pay the price of
the crisis that was never
caused by them. )
The present financial
crisis is a result of the
flawed economic policies
imposed by the muling
elite to protect their eco-
nomic and class interests,
It 15 caused by the failed
policies of neoliberalism
and free market. The nl-
ing elite is responsible for
the sorry situation we are
in, but the workmrk_;_ciaﬁs
will pay the ultimate
price.
. Pakistan has agreed 1o
impase  Rs170 hallion
worth of taxes. The gov-
ernment  will  further
increase diesel prices in
March and Apnl to

will also drastically cut
the annual development
budget. The IMF is
demanding a significant
increase in the prces of
gas and electricity as
soon as possible,

To fulfill the IMF con-
dition, the government
has already dropped the

petral bomb on the peo-
ple with a Rs35 per hitre
increase in ong go. This
has come at a time when
Pakistanis are alread
facing the 11|smnc-hj%
inflation of more than 27
per cent. The proposed
measures will add more
economic pain and mis-
ery for the people.

The coalition govern-
ment has failed to provide
much-needed relief to
ordinary people.  And
instead of reviving the
economy through radical
reforms, the government
has decided to burden the
lower middle and work-
ing classes even more,
forcing people to keep on
paying for the failures
and mistakes of the ruling
classes Austerity is not
the solution 10 severe
problems like poverty,
unemployment, falling
INCOMES an_d TSING PRCEs,
The austenty policy was
introduced as part of the
neoliberal ECONOMIC
order that was established
in the 1980s. The neolib-
eral economic model was
an ideclogeal drve to the
“biggest and most dra-

o
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Pakistan is cited as one of the
countries blessed with strategic
locations connecting extremely
important ?mgmphm&t regions
of Central and South Asia
Historically speaking, the divi-
dends of geography did accrue
and they included the fortifica-
tion of security by enlanijln%_lthe
security apparatus with the help
of western powers and economic
progress of a few decades, albeit
ephemeral in nature. The country
was the cynosure of Western
attention from its origin thanks
te its Jocation, In the decades of
the sixties, eighties and, later
during the period of the so-called
war inst terrorism, Pakistan
me' a crucial role owing to its
acation, The security compul-
sions of the westen countries,
led by America, turned out to be
aligned with Pakistan’s security
concerns in the re%}on, leading to
trusted relations of cooperation.

Pakistan’s
predominant
traditional
security
predilection has
seriously come
under strain

Pakistan is again the hub of

changes but, this time, not as the
traditional fire-arm battleground,
but challenged by growing
economies and information tech-
nology bewildering advance-
ment, defining states™ power,
With the end of the last afghan
war in the neighbourhood and
seismic political changes at the
world chessboard, metamor-
hosing the world from a unipo-
ar to a multipolar world,
Pakistan's predominant tradi-
ticnal secunty predilection has
seriously come under strain,
More  distinctly, one of
Pakistan’s neighbours and most
trusted ally has tumed into the
second most robust economy of
the world challenging the tradi-
tional sole power of the world.
While another neighbour,
although not frrendllx;. is shaping
itself” into one of the ‘top five
world economies. A ccrl_.mtg_"s
ower i5 now measured with dif-
ferent yardsticks; compelling the
internal power repositories to
share the power cake with insti-
tutions having responsibilities of
economic  development and
information technology promo-
tion. These two sectors are pur-
ported to lead all others towards
the prosperity of the country,

Pakistan has
once been a
hub of tourists

Pakistan, a forex-starved
country, can use tourism as one
of the instruments for rejuvenat-
ing the economy and building an
image of a progressive country,
Tourism is one of the sectors that
will define the country’s image.
and it serves as a barometer for
all other fields underpinning the

when all other sectors have reas-
sured  their  performance
Tourism flourishes when the
Institutions are less Iﬂlﬂﬂ‘ﬁﬁﬂg i
people’s lives and efficient
enough, while the society is tol-
erant of faiths, living styles,
dress codes and values of others.
Pakistan, undoubtedly, has drifi-
ed apart and, for now, is not in
that position neither in terms of
society  or institutions.  The
encouraging aspect, however, is
that improvement in the former
helps the latter fall in place lead-
ing to change. The ray of hope is
that Pakistan has once been a hub
of tourists and recourse to the
same course is not far from an
impossibility.

Gwadar Cricket
Stadium

Balochistan  is  43% of
Pakistan and its tounism promo-
tion will have an incredible
impact on the country’s image,
attracting visitors from all over
the world. Not only that
Balochistan has a bigger land-
mass, but it is also badly affected
by the war in Afghamstan and

olitical alienation is manifest

om the unrest of the last sever-
al decades. Pakistan’s tourism
revival strategﬁ must not only
begin from Balochistan, the
rescurce allocation for tourism
must have this province as a pri-
ority, with the share equal 1o its
size, Tourism promotion is nol
only wvital for wider national
development, the spectre of ter-
rorism purveying the whole
provimce, in particular in the
coastal tourism potential region,
can be tackled with the help of
toarrism promotion.

-

Diversity in
Balochistan’s
tourism

Balochistan tourism is charac-
terised by diversity in the fields
of tourism. It has a landscape
incorporating all the individual
distinctions, all other provinces
pride in, Balochistan has eco-
tourism potential having high
mountains of Sulaiman with
Takhtte Sulaiman peak, Kirthar,
Farghon, Toba Kakan and sever-
al others. It has vast deserts of
Jhal Magsi and Kharan
Balochistan contiguous countries
have utilized deserts for tourism
aftraction by providing desert
stays and desert sports activities,
The Jhal Magsi jeep rally is a
thrilling event, albeit circum-
scribed to a few scions of the
affluent class, as the poor can
neither afford to participate in it
nor have developed the attraction

Sector

Muhammad Asghar Harifal

Beautiful view

of Hanna Lake

Quetta attracts
tourists

Countries_like Egypt, lsrael
India and China have ulilized

cultural heritage to atiract
tourists generating sizeahle
forex. Balochistan has

Mehargarh, older than all other
archaeological sites of Pakistan.
The site utilization for tourism
urposes will attract visitors
om Ewrope and neighbouring
countries. The site development
15 undertaken by the government
of Balochistan and, hopefully,
will contnbute to the economic
de'.'el?l%mmt of the province.
Sindh s known for the tourism
otential of the coast, with 220
m coast dwarfs before the 770
km coast of Balochistan,
Balochistan coast has not only
the potential 1o become the hu
of economic activities, but it can
also wrn into & Dubai for tourists
for its clean beaches, sparse pop-
ulation and extremely pleasamt
weather in winter. Water sports
like jet skiing, parasailing,

kayaking/canoeing and skiing
are some of them atiracting eco-
nomic activities, unparalleled in
any part of Pakistan. Cruise trav-
el along with the hotel and
restaurant industry will flourish
contributing to job opportunities
and leading to the alleviation of
viglence-prone tendencies in the
area, The European and other
cold areas tourists will find
another avenue for winter
torirism,

Cultural potential utilization
experience by India, China and
Japan can be replicated in
Balochistan, Balochistan's pris-
ting, unstinted cultural diversity
in the form of cultural treasures
of the coastal area, influenced by
Africa across, the central Brahvi
region; the Naseerabad basin;

The Shela Bagh
Khojak tunnel

in the mirror of
history

Balochistan™s Hindu reli-
gious site of Hinglaj has huge
potential to attract Hindu pil-
grims from India. The recent
unconfirmed reports of Indian
Premier, Mr Narender Modi
planned visit, in the aftermath
of a purported thaw in rela-
tions, underline the religious
tourism opportunities in the
provinece utilizing Hingla) tem-

le.
2 The Balochistan tourism sec-
tor is marred by the same
malaises characterising
Pakistan’s tourism bhight but
with more intensity and fre-
quency, When Pakistan institu-
tions doddered, Balochistan's
ones caved in. Security or inse-
curity, for that matter, defined
every decision, the same
turned into priority and from
the same down f‘{ew every-
thing. Any mishap was enough
for one institution to take up
the rele of another, instead of
reforming the existing one. The

policing, even in the capital
city, has regressed to an unpro-
fessional and traditional ele-
ment of state management,
Multi agencies working for one
role under different hierarchi-
cal commands define the state

structure .
The other way around is the
solution; Jobs, education,

healthy life, tolerance, human
rights respect by state institu-
tions irrespective of one's
crime, people friendly institu-
tions, especially at airports, all
are components of national
security as well as tourism,
The author is a former
Secretary of Tourism
Balochistan

Government.He can be
reached at:
shangrillapali@yahoo.com

Looming threat of climate
change in Pakistan

Muhammad Jehangir Kakar

matic redistribution of
power and wealth” from
the state to billionaires
and from working,

no economic
Pakistan!

achieve the target of
etroleum dt.:'.'dogmﬂnt
evy on diesel to Rs50 per
litre. The government

There can be
miracle in

for it. With economic activities
bei n%tgenerated, the composition
and Trequency of these unigque

progress of the country. The flip
gide of tourism is that it is too
timid to lead; it shows in the last

Morth Balochistan and the east-
em tribal strip are huge sources
of cultural tourism

iutelecr.rlicir]\_,l' and gas far-
iffs and in the policy rate.

The ongoing economic
crisis  has intensified

hen Ishag
Dar  took
oath as fed-
eral finance
; and revenue
minister more than a
week ago, there was an
instant depreciation in the
rate of the dollar versus
the rupee, rise in the
stock exchange index;
and reduction in the
prices of petroleum prod-
ucts. Does it mean that
one person, who has
twice earlier served as
federal finance minister
and  escaped  from
Pakistan five years ago
because of cormiption
charges, can cause an
economic  miracle? Is
there any rational basis of
Dar’s claim to fix the
economy by stabilising
the exchange rate; lower
the interest rate and miti-
gate inflation?

Moreowver, the meager
%8 billion forex reserves,
just enough to pay for
only three weeks of
imports, is another cause
for concemn, It will be
nothing short of a miracle
if Dar is able to have a
paradigm shift in the
economy  becavse  of
harsh realities that will
not allow the country to
escape from the
inevitable. In the ongoing
fiscal year, Pakistan has
to armn%-,g: $40 billion
external lnancing, This
is besides the $20 billion
worth of losses the recent
floods  have inflicted.
Artificial appreciation of
the rupee against major
currencies will not work
because of high demand
of the dollar Tor imports

and for other purposes. In
today’s Pakistan, mira-
cles to salvage the econo-
my are certainly not
aoing to happen because
of gI:'ﬂund realities which
are highly unfavorable
Meither the IMF nor
the World Bank or the
friendly countries will
come for the rescue of
Pakistan because the
country  is  constantly
requesting  donors  to
waive loans and provide
more financial resources
in order for it to avoid a
financial default, Even in
recent devastating floods,
the country has not
received substantial
amount of financial assis-
tance unlike in the case of
the 2005 earthquake.
Trust deficit and rampant
corruption tend 1o dis-
courage donors from pro-
viding cash assistance,
Images of floods and the
forceful appeal of the LN
Secretary General to help
Pakistan in this moment
of crisis failed 1o bring
positive results. Under
the circumsiances, Dar’s
taking up the economy is
a4 major test case for the
PML-N  fed coalition
government. )
Things were also diffi-
cult when Dar took over
as finance minister in
2013 because of the PTI-
PAT sit-in in Islamabad in
2014, but he managed 1o
deal with that crisis. This
time the situation is dif-
ferent because Pakistan’s
economy is in dire straits
and a country of 222 mil-
lion people with a con-
glomeration of internal
and external threats along

with  the devastation
caused by the floods can-
not have a smooth sailing
for Dar despite his so-
called magical skills. In
2013, the PML-N
enjoyed a  two-thirds
mandate, but in 2022,
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif is heading a coali-
tion of around a dozen
parties — and that too
with a razor thin majority.

The existential threat
to the coalition zovern-
ment in the shape of
Imran Khan is real _and it
will be difficult for the
PML-N “financial wiz-
ard” to lead a paradi
shift in the economy. The
threat of famine follow-
ing massive floods looms
large and the government
has meager resources 1o
import food items in
order 1o prevent a crisis
situation. With all eco-
nomic indicators predict-
mF, a hopeless situation,
what magic wand is Dar
going to wave to fix the
issues  which tend to
agﬁrgvme the country’s

olitical and economic
situation!

One needs to analyse
three m_aﬂor realities
which will continue to
undermine Dar’s “mys-
tic” skills for an econom-
ic turnaround. First, the
reality of  corruption,
nepofism,  bad  gover-
nance, absence of rule of
law and lack of accounta-
bility needs to be taken
seriously. Miracles never
happen when the count
is unable to deal with
issues which seriously
shatter  work ethics,
Mations are nol built by

Dr Moonis Ahmar

mere words or rhetorie
but must eradicate the
culture of corruption and
nepotism. How can a
country be pulled from
the brink of an economic
disaster when it lacks the
molivation, integrity and
planning on the pan of
those who matter?

Dar cannot let miracles
happen because his hands
are not clean, as well as
of many others who hap-
pen to be his coalition
partners and [rontrunners
of his own pary
Constant begging from
domors and friendly coun-
tries  will not help
because the elitist culture
of Pakistan is totally
oblivious of ground reali-
ties pertaining to serious
political and economic
crisis. Artificially redue-
ing prices and apprecia-
tion of rupees versus the
dollar would be counter-
Frﬂductw_e_and generate
urther crisis. ;

Second, no economic
miracle is going to hap-

1 unless our leadership

as eight qualities in the-

ory and in practice: hard
work, integrity, bril-
liance, vision, commit-
ment, dedication, plan-
ning. and  wisdom.
Looking at the other
medels of success, r“‘a".ﬁ':'
ularly in  developing
world, one can learn from
former  Singaporean PM
Le¢ Kuan Yu, former
Malaysian PM Mahathir
Mohammad, former
Chairman of Chinese
Communist Party Mao
Ledon and MNelson
Mandela, the founding
president,

Pakistan is threatened
with the challenges of
climate change. Be it

global  standing  or
regional  vulnerability
caused due to climatic
threats, Pakistan is on
crossing the red line.
This is so alarming as
much as it is s0 interest-
ing. Is there someone
looking after climate
change at the provincial
or federal level in
Pakistan” There is none!

Minisiry of Climate
Change at the federal
level is downplayed to
act only as a regulator
and one that has the
technical capacily to
still maneuver only unto
the limitations of check-
ing the quality of ambi-
ent airs

Similarly, at all the
provincial levels, there
are environmental pro-
tection  agencies  that
look after the conformi-
ty of environmental reg-
ulations in various sec-
tors contributing to cer-
tain types of pollutions.
These provincial agen-
cies act as regulators
and with a stick they
enforce the environmen

tal laws which can
cater for only a limited
version or a speck of
what forms the big idea
of ¢limate change. At
the provincial levels like
at the federal level, there
18 no agency that is tech-
nically sound, composed
of such professionals
and equipped with such
facilities as to counter
the grand horror of cli-
mate change.

Mo climate change
data being collected at
the provincial level

As for the data and
statistics, there is as
much fragmentation and
silos-approach as much
it 15 in the interzovern-
mental coordination
mechanism, The gues-
tion is not of the dearth
of ampleness of data
however it is how the
data 15 made meaning-
ful, Mot at any provin-
cial-level one could
ensure that any climate-
oriented data is being
collected. The afore-
mentioned agencies
anly ensure the gquality
of air by recording the
VArious gaseous emis-

signs in the ambient
alrs The  Pakistan
Metrological Centers

throughout the country
pick up conventional
weather data by varous
means but is hardly
translated into making a
meaningful statement on
where we stand on chi-
mate change.

As for Jml'n:ies, laws,
rules and regulations,

we are more affluent
than the developed
nations. When it comes
to drafting policies, odes
are worth writing to our
expertise  but  when
given to see them on the
ground being imple-
mented; only darkened
eulogies are  sym-
phonized at shrieks ad
infinitum. The laws are
being multiplied each
day and have become as
difficult as to remember
the exact number of
laws on one single sec-
tor.

The Mational Climate
Change Policy 2012
remaing 8 document of
the past being pushed to
nullity though 1t was the
vital document that ele-
vated the Division of
Climate Change to a
Ministry level yet the
promising implementa-
tion never has come off
until this date. Though a
devolved subject yet the
NCCP grants the legiti-
macy to the Ministry of
Climate Change 1o
wreathe all the
provinces together in
one garland of beautiful
working and legal inte-
gration to manage the
national 1ssue of climate
change.

The Climate Change
Act 20017 was another
move lowards climate
consolidation that prom-
ised to establish the
Pakistan Climate
Change Authority,
Climate Change
Council, and Climate

Change Fund all of
which were last time
seen in 2017 when the
said Act was passed,
The vision 2030 remains
a virgin vision thus far.

Ministry of Climate
Change must realize that
it is the organization at
the federal Tevel entirely
responsible for catering
for climate change
affairs. The integration
of such a central body
with  the provinces
would be the next chal-
lenge given to over
politicization of every-
thing, Climate is some-
thing which should not
be made political though
globally it 15 something
which has become an
eclement of political
decisiveness as in the
Biden-Trump thaw

MNature and nurture
along with the potential
of Pak-Met office and
reach are to be integrat-
ed and enhanced fully at
the federal and provin-
cial levels with the cli-
mate change organiza-
tions so formed above.
The data and statistics
need to be enhanced and
made up to the mark as
being  internationally
acceptable with proper
transcriptions and appli-
cations of data. A lot
must be done to I»:ct:F the
generalists away from
making any decisions
and calling the shots and
the professionals are
siven the entry who
ave both the capacity
and the legitimacy.
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Sindh issues release
orders of Ali Wazir

MNA from Karachi jail

KARACHI Sindh
Home Department has
issued orders for release
of Ali Wazir MMNA from
Karachi Central Jail.

Provincial home
department has ordered
the jail authorities to
ensure release of Ali
Wazir,

Paperwork being com-
pleted for release of the
imprisoned parliamen-
tarian, and he is expect-
ed to be released today.

The MMNA was arrest-
ed in Peshawar on Dec
16, 2020, by the local

wolice at the request of

Sindh police in connec-

tion with an FIR regis-

tered against him and

others at Sohrab Goth
olice  station  of
arachi,

The MNA from South
Wazinstan's NA-50 Al
Wazir and 10 other
accused were arrested
over an anti-state speech
in Karachi, The police
claimed the lawmaker’s
arrest in  three other
cases registered by the
Karachi police

He is currently being

kept at Karachi’s Central
Prison.

Ali Wazir was acquit-
ted by a Karachi anti-ter-
rorism court in the first
case and was granted
bail in the three other
cases

The Peshawar High
Court had granted bail to
Al Wazir last month ina
sedition case registered
against him in

arsadda district.

The court had also
stopped the police from
arresting the lawmaker
in other cases INP

Elimination of export
subsidies to help industry
become competitive: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD:Pakista
n has heavily relied on
export subsidies to prop
up industries and increase
exports, but at the cost of
competitiveness.

The International
Monetary Fund has asked
the authorities to remove
these ‘unstainable’ subsi-
dies as part of its new
conditionalities for
Pakistan to be able to put
the stalled loan pro-

amme back on track. In
this respect, the likely
removal of such subsidies
is seen by many as a
means of increasing com-
petitiveness and produc-
tivity. o

Dr Omer Siddique, a
senior research economist
at the Pakistan Institute of
Development Economics
(PIDE), told WealthPK
that the elimination of
export subsidies would
help make industries
mare resource-efficient.
“The move will help cre-
ate a level playing field
for all industries, which
will foster competition
within the domestic mar-
ket.”

. He said though the sub-
sidy elimination might
resent short-term  chal-
enges, industries must
find ways to improve
product quality, develop a
comprehensive  export

marketing strategy, and
enhance their technical
knowledge in order to
succeed in the global

WELLINGTON: Resid
ents have been forced to
swim to safety from
flooded homes In New
Zealand after Cyclone
Gabrielle  lashed
country's north,

The country announced
a national state of emer-
zency on Tuesday after
the storm's devastation -
ust the third time in its

istory it's done so.

The storm has caused
extensive damage across
the Morth Island - wash-

the

ing away rtoads and
bridges and flooding sub-
urbs. Officials said at
least 225 000 people were
without  power  on
Tuesday. Nearly a third of

New Zealand's 5.1 mil-
lion population live in the
affected storm regions -

which includes Auckland,
the largest city. The
storm's damage has been
most extensive in coastal
communities on the far
north and east coast of the
Morth Island - with spois
like  Hawkes ay,
Coromandel and
Morthland among the
waorst-hit, Marcelle
Smith, whose family lives
in a chif front property in
Parua Bay on the east
coast of the North Island,
told the BBC she had fled
with her two young chil-
dren inland on Monday
night to higher ground.
er husband  had
remained behind to set up
rotections for the home.
Some embankments set
up had already been
washed away and they
were still bauling wild
weather on Tuesday. "We
are trying to do every-
thing we can to protect
what we have put our
lives into. It's man versus
nature at this point," she
told.
Local media, reported
that some residents in
Hawkes Bay had to swim
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market. :
_ According to him, sub-
sidies_ are provided to

specific industries and
not the whole sector
“Ending government sub-
sidies will have a signifi-
cant impact on the econo-
my, both in terms of
increasing  competitive-
ness and improving fiscal
stability”

The PIDE researcher
pointed out that a number
of key sectors, including
textile, leather and tan-
neries, sports products,
food processing, logis-
tics, automaobiles, fertilis-
er, and engineering were
heavily reliant on govern-
ment subsidies, which
was stifling private sector
growth and discouraging
nnovation.

He said by removing
these subsidies, industries
would be forced to find
new innovative ways to
remain competitive, thus
leading to a more produc-
tive overall economy.
“Reduced spending on
subsidies can be redirect-
ed to address more press-
ing needs, such as infra-
structure and social serv-
ices.”

Omer Siddigue empha-
sised that in the absence
of subsidies, industries
must continugusly
improve their efficiency
in order to thrive in the
face of increased compe-
tition, “By doing so, they
will not only” benefit

themselves but also con-
tribute to the owverall
growth of the economy,”
he added.

In order to support the
growth and competitive-
ness of the five export-
oriented industries of tex-
tile, leather, carpet, surzi-
cal, and sports goods, the
government has allocated
a substantial subsidy of
Rs 100 billion in electrici-
ty tanff, fixing the price
at Rs19.99 per unit for the
current fiscal vear 2022-

ok,

Muhammad Zeeshan,
another research fellow at
PIDE, told WealthPK that
elimination of export sub-
sidies was a crucial step
in boosting competitive-
ness in  international
trade.

He added that with the
elimination of these sub-
sidies. firms would be
forced to become more
self-sufficient and adopt
new strategies for suc-
cess, resulting in a more
dynamic and resilient pri-
vate sector.

Moreover, he said the
elimination  of  high
import tariffs would pro-
vide more affordable
access fo intermediate
and final consumption
items, both for firms and
CONSUMETS,

He said that the pov-
ernment 1rpplemente§ its
import policy through the
self-regulatory organisa-
tion (SRO)INP
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MUZAFFARABAD: Federal Minister for Interior Rana Sanaullah Khan chair-
ing a meeting regarding anti- terrorism measures and security of foreign nation-
als in Muzaffarabad.

PPP leadership
decides against contesting
NA by-elections

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP) has decid-
ed against contesting the upcom-
ing by-elections on the National
Assembly (NA) seals, accepting
the proposal tabled by Pakistan
Dremocratic Movement (PDM).

 According to details, the deci-
sion to boyeott the upcoming
by-elections was taken during

PPP’s parliamentary boa
meeting, chaired by PPP
Chairman  Bilawal  Bhutto
Zardari.

Sources told ARY MNews that
the meeting was attended by
Yousuf Raza Gilani, Raja Pervez
Ashraf, Mair Bukhari,
Farhatullah Babar, Makhdoom
Ahmed Mehmood, Farval
Talpur and candidates of the by-
elections

The participants of the meel-
in w]:e ﬁ]ded over the
Pakistan Democratic
Movement's (PDM) proposal,
sources claimed. During the
meeting, the party’s senior lead-
ers opined against contesting the
elections. However, SOUTCEs
claimed, the meeting decided in
principle to boycott the by-polls
and let the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) fizht azainst no one
The candidates — who were
nominated to contest the polls —
were taken into confidence

It 15 pertinent to mention here
that by-polls on 33 NA seats
wiould be held on March 16,
_According to details, the deci-
sion to boyeott the upcoming
by-elections was taken dunng
FPP's  parliamentary  boar

meeting, chaired by PPP
Chairman  Bilawal  Bhutto
Zardari Sources told ARY News
that the meeting was attended by
Yousul Raza Gilani, Raja Pervez

Ashraf, Mair ukhari,
Farhatullah Babar, Makhdoom
Ahmed Mehmood, Farval

Talpur and candidates of the by-
elections. The participants of the
meeting were divided over the
Pakistan Diemocratic
Movement's (PDM) proposal,
sources claimed. During the
meeting, the party’s senior lead-
ers opined against contesting the
elections, However, SOUTCES
claimed, the meeting decided in
principle to boveott the by-polls
and let the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) fight against no one,
The candidates INP

UK vows to
support
Pakistan’s
efforts to fight
climate change

ISLAMABAD: The

United

Kingdom has expressed iis com-
mitment to support Pakistan's
efforts to fight climate change and

build climale resilience,

The assurance was given by
Acting British High Commissioner
Martin Dawson while addressing a
Climate Finance Accelerator's
investors Road Show that started

in Karachi on Tuesday.

The two-day show has been
organized by Climate Finance
Accelerator Pakistan programme
and is funded by UK government.

The

Acting  British

High

Commissioner expressed the hope
that seven selected
the programme will |
pollution and create job opportuni-
ties in Pakistan, Seven innovative
low carbon projects from energy,
transport, agriculture, f-:rre_st_l'].-'.
waste management, e-mobility,
and industrial and manufacturing
sectors will be presented before
the investors in the show tomor-

row INP

Erq:lnjects under
elp to reduce

PTA launches
NTSOC to
strengthen cyber
security in
Pakistan

ISLAMABAD

Telecommunication

Pakistan
Authority

(PTA) has launched its National
Telecom  Security Operations
Center {NTSOC), a centralized
platfform for the management of

Farooq Rehmani

pays tribute to Ghulam
Muhammad Bulla

ISLAMABAD: Senior leader
of All  Parties  Hurriyat
Conference Azad Jammu and
Kashmir (AP I(?-AJK]]lchapler\
Muhammad Faroog Rehmani,
has paid a nich tribute to noted
Kashmiri Hurrivat activist,
Ghulam Muhammad Bulla, on
the eve of his 48th martyrdom
anniversary. According to
Kashmir = Media — Service
Ghulam Muhammad Bulla of
Sopore area of Indian illegally
occupied Jammu and Kashmir
was tortured to death in Central
Jail Srinagar on the night of 15
February, 1975. He was buried

by the Indian police in Sopore
without informing anybody to
hide the crime they had commit-
ted behind the fortified walls of
the Srinagar prison Muhammad
Faroog Rehmani in a statement
issued in Islamabad, today, said
Ghulam Muhammad Bulla's
only “sin” was that he had par-
ticipated in a strong anti-Indra-
Abdullah Accord, which reject-
ed the Kashmir freedom move-
ment and plebiscite for Jammu
and Kashmir by again hringinﬁ
to dpm-.rcr Shetkh Muhamma
Abdullah after remaining_in jail
for over a decade He said, the

Accord of 1975 further

ical

Accord shook the entire

homes from every part
occupied territory to

shulam Muhammad
added fuel to fire, maki
Indian establishment n

remember those times of
ities and martyrdom of a
patriot of Kashmir INP

wai,-' for eroding important polit-
and consfitutional guaran-
tees to IIOJK, as promised in
1947. He maintained that the

and people came out of their

against it and the murder of

everywhere, “Today, when we

COm Sector.

seCcunty

Irst  ever

paved

Event

OJE

of the
protest

Bulla
ng the
ETVOUS

tors

brutal-
young

The NTR0C

and

S0Cs and

2021

cyber security incidents in the tele-

JC 15 established
under the Pakistan National Cyber
y Pullci,' ) ;
Prevention of Electronic Cnmes
Act (PECA 2016), with the goal of
securing Pakistan's critical telecom
data and infrastructure against
cyber-attacks The NTSOC 1s the
sectoral
Operations Center in Pakisl:}n,
after issuance of Cyber Security
Policy. It is comprised of three key
components: Secunty Incident and
Management
Threat Intelligence, and
Orchestration 1
Response (SOAR) which have
been indigenously customized to
improve the country's cyber-secu-
rity ranking. The NTS0C will have
integration with telecom opera-
the national
Computer Emergency Response
Team (CERT), ensuring quick and
effective incident response. Six
telecom operators have been inte-
grated with the NTSOC INP

and

Security

SIEM),
ecurity

Automated

Students suffer as KU
teacher observer complete
boycott of classes
KARACHIL: The Karachi University Teachers'
Society (Kuts) boycotted teaching and administrative

affairs in the moming and evening for the selection
board schedule According to the details, the general
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NOTICE INVITING TENDER

The Executive Engineer Public Health Engineering Division Jafiarabad invites sealed percentage rates
based on Composite Schedule of Rates 2018 Gowvi: of Balochistan and non-schedule items on prevailing
Market Fales from iMerested Contractora/Manufachuring Finms for the works mentioned below -

Bid Security 2% (in Shape of CDR), Time limit 30-06-2023 for each work.
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NAME OF WORKIs

E/COST TIFEE BIDSECURITY

CONSTRUCTION OF WATER SUPPLY SCHEME
QAISER UMRAMNI BARCON KHIRTHER PSDP MO 5546
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Pubdished by Asim khan af C-F Kabir Building Printed of AlNoeed Printing Press Mando Khail Plaze Mission Rood (huetfa.

atDeraAllah Yar.

PRQ No.2368/13-02-2023

offers without assigning any reason.
Phone No.0838-510036
il xenphejid4037 @gmail.com.
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af Mentioned Schames ane invites sealed bids fenders from the reputable Dealer Distributor having Three
Last Year Work Orders Which Hold {Thirty Milians): Goods Declaraion Slip, Shipment Documents & its
verification Letter. having valid NTN, Salas Tax, BRA and PEC livansa till June 2023 with Specialization
code CEQ4, MEDG, EEN4, EEDS and EE11 for the whola or single itam work which will ba completed in
slipulated time. if any bidder not fulfilled the requiremeants ane nol eligible, the commities have authority o
raject the Bidder. The details are given balow: Eligibility Criterta :- Minimum three assignmeants of value
not less than esbmated cost and Tum over of value not less than esfimated cost. Method of
Procurament:- Single stage, Single envelope. Bid Security=- The bids must accompany Bid Sacurity in
the form of Call Depesit of amount spacified above in the name of undersigned from a scheduled bank.
Tender Documents :- The bidding documents can be obtained from the office of the undersigned upan
paymant of bidding docurment fee (non refundable) (amount mentioned above) through Green Challan
C-02725402 PHED (Revenue Receipl) deposited only in National Bank of Pakistan Dera Allah Yar
Branch. (The NIT & Bidding Docurments can also be downloaded from www.bppra.org.pk Issuance of
Tender Documents:- Tander forms/documants will be issued to the biddersicontractors on publication of
Muotice in newspapers on presentation of requisite documents. Last date for submission ;- The tenders
should be submitiedon  28.02.2023 till 01:00 P.M at the office of the undersigned. Tender Opening :-All
tenders will be opened on same day at the office of the undersigned at 02:00 P.M (In case of public holiday
announced by the Government {due ko any reason), the tender will ba apened the nesd working day at the
same time and venue). Tender commitiee reserves the right to change the quantities or cancelimeject any
Address:- Public Health Engineering Division Jaffarabad
Fax No.0B36-510362
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World response at Geneva moot evidence of
Pakistan's successful foreign policy, Bilawal

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari said on Tuesday the success of the
Pakistan’s foreign policy was evident by the recently held Resilient Pakistan
where various countries assured support to Pakistan after devastating foods.

Last month, the multilateral and bilateral donors pledged over $10 Ei

to support the South Asian country to overcome the devastation caused due to the floods.
Addressing the 42nd Specialized Diplomatic Course for the officers of Foreign Service of Pakistan
at Foreign Service Academy in lslamabad, he said the foreign policy had been guided by national
interests, pragmatism, constructive engagement and amicably managing divergences and maximizing
commonalities of interests,
The foreign minister said the government was arduously working for the betterment of relations
with all international partners, state broadcaster reported.

Pakistan has
become a banana
republic: Fawad

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf leader (PTI)'s leader and ex-fed-
eral minister Fawad Chaudhry on
Tuesday stated that country has
become a banana republic where there
is mo rule of law. “Mo nation can

rogress until the rule of law prevails
or everyone, he added,

This ‘powerful mafia’ is taking the
country 1o the point of no retum.” he
said while talking 1o the media per-
sons.  Responding a question, he
viewed that filing a sedition case
against a Senator and ex-finance min-
ister Shaukat Tarn is ridiculous and
reprehensible which indicates that
Fakistan has become a banana repub-
ic.

He started “if someone says that the
agreement with the IMF is wrong in
respect of Pakistan’s interest and we
should prevent it from happening in
every possible way, then the question
is how it treason or rebellion™

It was worth mentioned here that
earlier Federal Interior Minister Rana
Sanaullah said that after completin
the inquiry against Tarin, FIA ha
sought permission o amrest Tarin and
the government has given permission
to arrest him. On the other hand,
Tehreek-e-Insaf’ leader {]thl‘) eaders
are reacting strongly to the filing of a
sedition case against  Shaukat
Tarin.INP

PM to witness int'l
joint naval exercises
in Karachi today:
Marriyum

ISLAMABAD:  Minister  for
Information  and  Broadeasting
Marriyum Aurangzeb said that Prime
Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif
will visit Karachi today Tuesday to
witness the ongoing international joint
maval exercises being organized by the
Pakistan Navy

In a tweet, the mimster sad that
naval forces of more than fifty coun-
tries were participating in the joint
naval exercises. The main objective of
these exercises to be held after two
years was to develop an effective joint
strategy against pirates, [errorists,
dru_la( and arms smugglers, she added,

Marmivum  Aurangzeb  said that
besides witnessing the demonstration
of joint action against pirates, the
prime minister on a day-long visit
would also observe other naval exer-
cises and the professional skills of the
forces Eamcipating in the
exercises, [NP

LHC moved to
seek order for
president to
announce Punjab

election date

- LAHORE: A petition has been filed
m the Lahore High Court (LHC) seek-
ing an order for President Arif Alvi to
announce a date for elections in
Punjab. The petihoner has made the
federal povernment, the president,
Punjab Governor Balighur Rehman,
and interim 1lil.‘m1-'r:r|'_Lr_ru.:rLts. respondents
i the case, The petinon argued that the
high court in 1ts Feb 10 order had
remarked that election should be held
within 90 days of the dissolution of the
assembly.lt  said the Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) was
reluctant to anncunce a schedule
despite the LHC orders, The petitioner
pleaded the court fo issue an order
under Article 48, 58 and 224 of the
Constitution and Section 57 of the
Election Act for the president to
announce a date for elections as the
ECP was running away from its duties.
He also sought disciplmary action
against the Punjab governor and ECP
for defyang the court orderOn Feb 10
the LHC "had ordered the electoral
watchdog to hold elections in the
province in 90 days of the dissolution
of the assembly. Justice Jawad Hassan
had pronounced the reserved verdict on
lea filed by the Pakistan Tehreek-e-
nsal (PTI) seeking orders for the
Pumgab  governor to  immediately
announce a date for an election in the
province, The court had also instructed
the ECP wo promptly declare the date
for the election of the provincial assem-
bly with the notification that specifies
the reasons behind the decision after
consulting with the covernor INP

KARACHI: Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif wituessing Pak Navy's Multinational
AMAN Exercise 2023 in the Arabian Sea.

onference in Geneva

lion in aid to Pakistan in order

He said

Referring to the changes taking place at the international level, Bilawal Bhutto said this necessi-
tates a foreign service equipped more with the skills and capacities to comprehend and adapt to the
current day geo political and geo economic realities.

He said it was imperative to adopt new tools and technologies which could act as a force multipli-
et for shaping and disseminating narratives, identifying opportunities for economic linkages and mar-
kets for exgm‘ls as well as improving services for Pakistanis residing abroad.

akistani diplomats were expected to be skilled navigators of electronic, print and soeial
media in order to protect, promote and sustain national narratives. He said the diplomats had a great

responsibility to enhance Pakistan's strategic space in the international arena The foreign minister

international tradin

ancillary facilities.

ment  patterns
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LHC moved to seek order
for president to announce
Punjab election date

LAHORE @ A
been filed in the

elections as the ECP was run-
ning away from its duties. He

etition has
ahore High

Dania Shah

Court (LHC) seeking an order also sought disciplinary action il i
for Pl'esidajnt Aritt Alvi to against the Punjabpgﬂve'rnnr and SE(‘:!.lrES: bail in
announce a date for elections in ~ ECP for defying the court order. ﬂbject]ﬂna I]]E
PllFIL&b. On Feb 10, the LHC had .

The petitioner has made the ordered the electoral watchdog video leak
federal government, the presi- to hold elections in the province
dent, Punjab Governor Balighur  in 90 days of the dissolution of case
Rehman, and interim govern- the assembly, Justice Jawad s :
ment’s respondents in the case. Hassan had pronounced the KARACHL Sindh

High Court {SHC) on
Tuesday granted bail plea
te Dama Shah in a case
related to leaking ul'qjoc-
tionable video of her late
husband Aamir Liaquat

reserved verdict on plea filed by
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTIl) seeking orders for the
Punjab governor to immediately
announce a date for an election

The petition argued that the
high court in its Feb 10 order
had remarked that election
should be held within 90 days
of the dissolution of the assem-

by in the province. : ;

:it said the Election Th:?;::-url had alse instructed ‘I:-lr?,;?lna?g]el:mg;%cﬁ{
Commission of Pakistan (ECP)  the ECP to promptly declare the | arrested the former wife
was reluctant to announce a  date for tﬂe election of the | of  Aamir Liaquat
schedule despite the LHC  provincial assembly with the | Hussain, Dania  Shah,
orders, The petitioner pleaded notification that specifies the | from Lodhran in  the

obscene video leak case
in December 2022, The
SHC while accepting bail
of late Aamir Liaguat’s
wife against surety bonds
of Rs200,000, ordered
police to release her from
Jail, ;

It 15 pertinent o men-
tion here that the late tele-
vangelist Aamir Liaguat
Hussain's widow Dania
Shah chal!enﬁed_ her
arrest in the SHC in an
objectionable video case
on Jan 19 last month,

. She stated in her peti-
ticon that the FTA had ille-
ﬁ?."}' arrested her and it
id mot fulfil the legal
requirements despite the
submission of replies to
the agency. In December
last vear, the FLA arrested
former wife of late tele-

reasons behind the decision
after comsulting with the gover-
nor of Punjab, who is the

the court to issue an order under
Article 48, 58 and 224 of the
Constitution and Section 57 of
the Election Act for the presi- rovince's constitutional
dent to announce a date for cad INP

APHC, LFK send batch
of emergency aid for
Turkey, Syria
quake victims

ISLAMABAD: The All Parties
Hurrival Conference (APHC) and
Legal Forum for Kashmir (LFK)
on behalf of the people of Indian
illegally occupied Jammu and
Kashimirhas sent its first batch of
emergency assistance 1o Turkey

have much resources to aid people
in such a devastating calamty but
remumng silent is also not an
option," e further said We have
already sent our aid there and will
inform vou once we arrive there,
APHU-ATE Convenor

and Syria for relief and rescue Mehmood Ahmad Sagar while i-_fﬁlg%:?:l_ﬁﬁﬂ;l; éﬂ:@é’;‘é
operation i talking to media said that APHC :i i | kl e It

In a press conference in  Incollaboration with Legal Forum rt "'Dt c?h tcﬁ’h']'_'l Akt
Islamabad, today, the leaders of For Kashmir (LFK) have decided d“mht a m"’“‘-““}“ 5
both organizations expressed their  to work together in this relief and faug 'f]_rl S’DFL’A o .“:":
condolence with the people of  rescue operation in the earthquake | (10T € dgains

Dania Shah for making
obscene videos of Aamir
Liaquat Hussain viral on
social media INP

Turkey and Syria
Talking to media Ghulam
Muhammad Safi introduced Syed

hit remon, "Our people, including
students from both parts of Jammu
and Kashmir, are alreadv on the

Ali Gilani Rescue and Relief forefront of relief and rescue oper-

Organization, and he stated that  ation in Turkey" Saghar added. )

the people of Jammu and Kashmir Sheikh Abdul Mateen, General Shahbaz Gill

can well underatand the pain and  Secretary APHC-AJK, and Imtiaz hall

agony of their brethren in Turk Wani Information Secretary also C q E[!gES

and Syria, "Although we don't  speak on the occasion INP re]ectu:m

of acquittal

UJC announces to d

plea in IHC

ISLAMABAD
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
PTI) leader and former
SAPM Shahbaz Gill on
Tuesday challenged in the

support APHC strike call in
IIOJK on Today

MUZAFFARABAD: The properties and other structures of

United Jihad Council (UIC) has common citizens. Islamabad High Court
announce to Sup?ﬁl‘[ the strike call The Modi government is | (IHC) the sessions court
iven by the All Parties Hulﬁ¥at forcibly evicting the Kashmiris | decision to reject his
‘onferénce in Indian illegally from their lands and attempts are | 2cquittal plea in sedition
occupied Jammu and Kashmir on  being made to destroy the Muslim | caseln the Pe‘“'“ﬁy the
February 15 against the brutal idenfity of the occupied territory. g{:dn[fadf{ﬂ Plfﬂdgeclf‘];:

~ The LIC in a statement issued
in Muzaffarabad said India is
committing the worst violation of
human rights by taking away
lands of Kashmiris and demolish-
ing their houses in the name of
anti-enrcroachment drive in the ter-
ritory. . .

Tt said India is punishing the
F.ashmir |I:|cl:||:|1l: for demandin
freedom, although the struggle o
the Kashmiri people is in line with
the agenda of the United Mations.
It said the fascist government of
MNarendra Modi is using bulldozers
as a weapon against the Kashmiri
people and destroving the houses
properties and other structures of

measures being taken by Modi-led
fascist Indian regime.

The UJC in a statement issued
in Muzaffarabad said India is
committing the worst violation of
human rights by taking away
lands of Kashmiris and demolish-
ing their houses in the name of
anti-encroachment drive in the ter-

Islamabad district and
sessions court mling null
and void and acquit him
in the sedition case.

Gill has made the fed-
eration respondent in the
case A district and ses-
sions cowrt in Islamabad
fixed February 27 for the
indictment of Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insal’  (PTI
leader and former SAP
Shahbaz Gill in a sedition
case. Additional Sessions
Judge Tahir Abbas Supra
rejected Gill's acquirial

lea and decided to indict
im in sedition INP

rtory. o .

It said India is punishing the
Kashmiri people for demandln%
freedom, although the struggle o
the Kashmin people is in line with
the agenda of the United MNations.
It said the fascist government of
Marendra Maodi is using bulldozers
as & weapon against the Kashmin al
people and destroyving the hovses,  common citizens. NP
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister SAFRON, Senator Muhammad Talha Mahmood and
SAPM Hamid Haroon in a group photo with PIMs and CDA USAR teams during their
departure to Syria from Islamabad International Airport.
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Talking to WealthPK, Adnan Khan, a research
associate at the Centre of Excellence, China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), said that
changing geopolitical conditions had shifted align-
| Cfrom  polities 1o
“Economic security is he_u:u:rmm%
ity among national security preferences around the
world. China is leading this sphere by forging and
1 its economic relations with coun-
tries around the world, including Asia, to speed up

He said Pakistan would have to create links and
generate wealth to lessen the challenges and pres-
sures posed by enhanced economic activities with-
in the region and beyond. ;

Adnan Khan said, “Gwadar has the potential to
realise the long-cherished goal of enhancing trade
links between Pakistan and Central Asian coun-
tties, The port is designed specifically to serve the
needs of China and Central Asian countries.’
~ He informed WealthPK that there had been an
influx of import cargoes at the Gwadar port receni-  an
Iy as three vessels, each carrying 90,000 metnc

economy
the topmost prior-

was confident that the Foreign Service Academy will continue to produce outstanding diplomats who
will uphold the tradition of excellence in representing Pakistan on the global stape INP

Pakistan fast becomes world
trade hub through Gwadar
port: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 15 fast becoming an
i ] ading hub through Gwadar port, as
it provides significani economic benefits to
importers and exporters through highly efficient
operations, advanced cargo handling, substantial
slnr.ai_w areas for all types of cargo, and extensive

tonnes of urea, had arrived at the port, “This influx
of cargo shows an increased economic activity is
going on in Gwadar region, creating Job opportuni-
ties and boosting the local economy.”

He further said that to become an international
trading hub, Pakistan needed to make significant
investments in its infrastructure to support the
growth of the port and its related industnes. “This
will include invesiments in transportation, commu-
nications, ener
development.
address logistic challenges 1o ensure that the port
15 accessible and secure for foreign investors and
traders."The ) :
research associate said that the incumbent govern-
ment was committed to bnnging Balochistan on a
par with other parts of the country. *The i1ssue that

infrastructure, and human capital
he country will also need to

CPEC's Centre of Excellence

15 causing a great deal of concern in Balochistan is

the lack of power supply. Recently, the National
Transmission and Dispatch Company completed a
29-kilometre-long double-circuit transmission line

from Polan area of Iran to Gwadar,” he added.

electricity

“With the construction of the transmission line,
Pakistan’s transmission system has become capa-
ble to evacuate an additional [00OMW of Iranian
to wvarious parts of Balochistan
Furthermore, there are two other |mBr.1rI.ant Cnergy
projects: a 320MW China Hub Coal Poy f
a 300MW coal-fired power project, in the
provinee. " INP

ower Project,

Pakistani rupee
makes sharp gain
against us dollar

KARACHI: The Pakistami rupee
on Thursday appreciated against the
US dollar in the interbank market,
according to the State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP) report.

In the interbank market, the rupee
closed at Rs267.34 appreciating by
2.10 against the dollar. The green-
back had closed at Rs269.44 a day
earlier.

The currency has depreciated by
23.3% during the ongoing fiscal year
against the greenback, The US dollar

has gained over Rs30 in the inter-

bank market since the Exchange

Companies Association of Pakistan
'|'

ISLAMABAD: A Parliamentary

delegation of Ivory Coast, led by the

{Ecap) removed an unofficial cap on
the exchange rate,

The rise is attributed to the
resiumption of %7 billion Extended
Fund Facility (EFF) stalled for
months The lender and Pakistan
moved closer to the revival of their
loan prgramme as Islamabad has
agreed to several conditions includ-
ing increasing energy prices and
improve tax collection, as demanded
by the IMF In the interbank market,
the rupee closed at Rs267 34 appre-
ciating by 2.10 against the dollar.
The greenback had closed at
Rs269 44 a day earlier. INP

President of the National Assembly of Ivory Coast Adama Bictogo, called on
President Dr. Arif Alvi, at Aiwan-e-Sadr..

74 nomination papers for
by-election accepted

PESHAWAR :Out of the total of 76
nomination papers filed for by-election
on 8 vacant Mational Assembly con-
stituencies of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
scheduled on March 16, 2023, 74 nomi-
nations have been accepted, said a
spokesman of the Provincial Election

ammission (PEC) here on Tuesday
_ He said that during scrutiny, the nom-
ination papers of Shaukat Bilal Khan, an
aspinng candidate from NA-1T Haripur
were rejected due to lack of filing
income tax returns while the nomina-
tions of another aspiring candidate
Abdul Rasheed from NA-43 Khyber
were rejected on the gmunds of” not
completing two yvears of the post-retire-
ment. Appeals against the acceptance or
rejection of nominations could be filed
with the concemed Appellate Tribunal
till February 16, 2023, which will decide
them till February 20, 2023 The revised
list of candidates would be issued on
February 21, 2023 while nomination
gapm can be withdrawn till Febroary
22, 2023, which will be followed by the
issuance of the final list of candidates on

February 23, 2023 and election symbols
will also be allotted to them.Polling in
these 8 MNational .-*Lssemhla,' constituen-
cies of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa will be
held on March 16, 2023, These seats
were declared vacant due to the resigna-
tions of the PTI legislators He said that
during scrufiny, the nomination papers
of Shaukat Bilal Khan, an aspiring can-
didate from NA-17 Haripur were reject-
ed due to lack of filing income tax
returns while the nominations of another
asqiring candidate Abdul Rasheed from
NA-43" Khyber were rejected on the

rounds of not completing two years of
the post-retirement Appeals against the
acceptance or rgjection of nominations
could be filed with the concemed
Aﬂ:ﬁc]lam Tribunal till February 16,
2023, which will decide them till
February 20, 2023.The revised list of
candidates would be issued on February
21, 2023 while nomination papers can
be withdrawn till February 22, 2023,
which will be followed by the issuance
of the final list of candidates on
February 23 INP

Gadoon Textile earns
Rs1.8b profit on Rs26bn
sales in 1HFY23: WealthPK

ISLAMABAD Gadoon Textile Mills
Limited posted a sales revenue of Rs26
billion in the first half {JuI)_:'—Dcc] of the
ongoing fiscal vear 2022-27

e company made a gross profit of
Rs3.3 bullion and net profit of Rs1.8 bil-
lion on its sales in 1THFY23,

The textile firm is listed on the
Pakistan Stock Exchange with the sym-
bol of GADT under the textile spinning
sectar. T

~With a_ market capitalisation of Rsb.2
billion, GADT is currently the third
largest firm in Pakistan's textile spin-
ning sector. Incorporated as a public
limited company in 1988, the pnmary
function of GADT is production and
selling of 'I:rcdqug %roducts and varn,

In the 1HFY23, GADT reported gross
profit and net profit ratios of 13.02%
and 6.97%, respectively, Its carmings per
share (EPS) stood at R564.92 during the
period under review,

In the first quarter {Ju]y—SeFl} of
FY¥23, GADT posted a revenue of Rsl2

billion and gross profit of Rs2. 1 billien

on its sales value, The company repon-
ed a net profit of Rsl.2 billion and EPS
value of Rsdd.42,

The company reported oross profit
and net }'rrgﬁt raligg of ]&56 46%p and
9.68%, respectively, dunng this quarnter,

However, in the second quarter (Oct-
Dec) of FY23, the company's gross

rofit and net gmﬁt_ dropped to Ksl.2
illion and Rs574 million, respectively,
on total sales of Rs13 billion. 3

The pross profit and net profit ratios
came out to be 9.73% and 4.34%,
respectivelv. The EPS wvalue in 20QFY 23
stood at Rs20.5, : L ;

Gadoon Textiles Mills Limited raised
Rs70 million i market value over the
first half of fiscal year 23, )

However, in the first quarter of this
fiscal, the company’s market value
dropped 10%, The lirm started the guar-
tetly trade on market value of Rs7.1 bil-
lion and ended the quarter on Rs6.4 hil-
lion INP




